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TO   THE 


CITY  COUNCIL   PROCEEDINGS 


FOR 


THE  YEAR  COMMENTING  JANUARY  1,  1940,  AND  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1940 


Absence  of  Enlisted  Men 

opinion  of  corporation  counsel:  re  leaves  of  absence  for  City  or 
County  employees,  order  passed,  344 


Absences  from  City 

the  Mayor:  February  8  to  26,  63;  July  13  to  July  21,  inclusive,  297 

Accident  Entrance,  City  Hospital 

trustees  of  hospital  arrange  for  illuminated  sign  at  entrance  of  Boston 
City  Hospital,  order  passed,  363 

Adult  Dental  Clinic 

establish  from  George  Robert  White  Fund:  order  to  present  plan 
to  trustees,  passed,  451 


Alien  Registration 


cooperation  of   City  Council: 

tion,  passed,  344 


resolution  for   assistance  in  registra- 


American  Legion  Convention 

congratulation  to  Mayor  for  reception  of  crippled  and  orphaned 
children  in  reviewing  parade  at  city  hall,  order  passed,  362 

decoration  of  buildings:  Mayor  to  confer  for  cooperation  in  decora- 
tion, order  passed,  352 


Americanization  Bureau 

motion  for  reconsideration  of  vote  lost:  new  draft  of  order,  291-293 
OIokq for  ^7'55°  irom  contingent  fund,  referred  to  executive  committee, 
258,  259-order  passed;  later  motion  for  vote  reconsideration  carried, 
273-order    referred   to   executive  committee,   281-amendment   "  said 
appropriation  to  cover  twelve  months,"  passed,  289 

Animal  Rescue  League 

notice  of  contract  for  performing  duties,  filed,  297 

Annual  Report,  Committee  on  Claims 

report  received,  accepted,  475 
Annual  Report  on  Inspection  of  Prisons 

Suffolk  County  jail  and  House  of  Correction,  report  submitted  to  City 
Council,  475,  476 

Annuities  and  Pensions 

see  Pensions  and  Annuities 


Anti=Birth  Control  Resolution 

preambles  and  resolution  to  oppose  at  incoming  session  of  legislature, 
passed,  455,  456 


Appointments  and  Elections 
appointed  by  Governor  Saltonstall: 

Drew,  Arno  I.,  as  member  Suffolk  County  Court  House  Com- 
mission to  August  12,  1944,  35 

Shamon,  Elias  P.,  as  member  of  Finance  Commission  to  August  18, 
1940,  35 

appointed  by  the  Mayor: 

Baxter,  William  L.,  Commissioner  of  School  Buildings  to  December  1, 
1943 

Bird,  Lieut.  George  H.,  appointed  as  Keeper  of  City  Lock-Up,  filed, 
341 

Buxton,  Frank  W.,  as  Library  Department  trustee  to  April  30,  1945, 
190 

Cann,  Clifford  N.,  as  representative  of  United  Improvement  Asso- 
ciation to  Zoning  Adjustment  Board,  96 

Carney,  William  E.,  as  inspector  of  animals  slaughtered  for  food 
purposes,  47 

Cox,  Gut  W.,  as  member  of  Sinking  Funds  Commission  to  April  30, 
1943,  212 

Cutler,  Robert,  as  Corporation  Counsel  to  April  30,  1944,  390 

Dakin,  Frederic  A.,  member  of  Sinking  Funds  Board  to  April  30, 

1943,  212 

Donahoe,  Joseph  P.,  as  Commissioner  of  Penal  Institutions  to  April 

30,  1944,  190,  191 
Doyle,  Wilfred  J.,  vice  Henry  Parkman,  Jr.,  as  Acting  Corporation 

Counsel  until  permanent  appointment  is  made,   149 
Doyle,  Wilfred  J.,  as  member,  Boston  Retirement  Board,  filed,  340 
Dreyfus,  Carl,  as  trustee  of  City  Hospital  to  April  30,  1945,  190 
Edqell,  George  H.,  named  by  Boston    Society  of  Architects  to  Art 

Commission  to  April  30,  1945,  190 
Fay,  Francis  J.,  as  City  Registrar,  filed,  341 
Feinberg,  Philip  J.,  as  Overseer  of  Public  Welfare  Department  to 

April  30,  1943,  190 
Finn,  William  J.,  as  Overseer  of  Public  Welfare  Department  to  April 

30,  1943,  190 
Fitzgerald,    Thomas   A.,  member  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  to 

January,  1943,  128 
Gately,  Dr.  G.  Lynde,  to  be  Health  Commissioner  to  April  30,  1944 
Gookin,   Margaret,   as   member   of   Public   Welfare   Department   to 

April  30,  1943,  190 
Gramstorff,  Emil  A.,  City  Planning  Board,  271 
Gunby,  Frank  M.,  to  Zoning  Adjustment  Board  as  representative  of 

Boston  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  96 
Harwood,  Mary  Louise  R.,  as  Overseer  of  Public  Welfare  Depart- 
ment to  April  30,  1943,  190 
Hickey,  William  P.,  as  Traffic  Commissioner  to  April  30,  1944,  190,  191 
Johnson,  Ernest  A.,  City  Planning  Board,  271 
Kellogg,  Harold  F.,  order  for  approval  of  Council  for  appointment 

to  Boston  Housing  Authority  to  January,  1945,  8-confirmed,  21 
Kelly,  Thomas  F.,  as  member  Zoning  Adjustment  Board  to  April  30, 

1944,  35 


(3) 


APPOINTMENTS 


(4) 


BELNEL 


Appointments  and  Elections,  Continued 
Lane,  Francis  X.,  City  Planning  Board,  271 
Lee,  William,  member  School  Buildings  Board  to  December  1,  1942, 

9 
Long,  William  P.,  as  member  of  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  to  April 

30,  1943,  190 
Mitchell,  Joseph  A.,  City  Planning  Board,  271 
Motley,  William  A.,  Jr.,  to  be  chairman,  Board  of  Election  Com- 
missioners to  March  31,  1941,  149 
Murphy,  Cornelius  J.,  as  trustee  of  Statistics  Department  to  April 

30,  1945,  190 
O'Hare,  William  G.,  as  secretary  of  Public  Welfare  Board,  35 
O'Hearn,  John  P.,  as  Principal  Assessor  to  March  31 ,  1945,  190 
Owens,  Hon.  David  M.,  as  Legislative  Agent,  457 
Parker,  William  Stanley,   notice  of  election  as  chairman   of  City 

Planning  Board,  281 
Perry,  Herbert  G.,  to  194'2  as  representative  of  Boston  Real  Estate 

Exchange  to  Zoning  Adjustment  Board,  96 
Sullivan,  Helen  M.,  as  First  Assistant  Assessor,  352 
Sullivan,   Thomas  F.,    as  Commissioner  of  Transit  Department  to 

April  30,  1943,  190-notice  of  designation  as  chairman,  231 
Turley,  Thomas  J.,  member  of  City  Planning  Board,  271 
Twomet,  John  J.,  as  Superintendent  of  Printing,  filed,  471 
temporary  position :  to  fill  vacant  position  of  Assistant  City  Messenger 

until  later  filled  permanently,  order  referred  to  executive  committee, 

218-motion  for  election  lost,  237 


Appropriations 

city  records  duplication:  $1,000  for  care  and  duplication  by  city 
clerk,  also  for  preservation  of  old  records  and  historic  papers,  order 
referred  to  executive  committee  and  chargeable  to  contingent  fund, 
426-passed,  437 

mosquito  control,  $300:  order  certified  by  State  Reclamation  Board, 
passed,  8,  9 

municipal  employment  bureau,  $19,500:  message  and  order, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  18,  19-passed,  27 

National  Youth  Administration:  see  National  Youth  Administra- 
tion appropriation  or  page  119 

overlay  funding,  $1,000,000:  under  Acts,  1938,  chap.  235,  appropria- 
tion for  overlay  deficits,  message  and  order  to  issue  bonds,  referred 
to  finance  committee,  140-passed,  196-referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 212-passed,  220 

Real  Estate  Division:  $2,600  special  appropriation  for  foreclosed 
property  operating  expenditures,  order  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 426,  427-passed,  437 

$7,000  for  Armory  expenses:  message  and  order,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  454-passed,  460 

snow  removal,  $1,158,000:  message  with  order  for  appropriation, 
referred  to  appropriations  committee,  95 

Social  Law  Library  appropriation,  $1,000:  order  passed,  457 

study  of  Boston  Elevated:  $20,000  for  finance  commission  study  of 
Elevated,  message  and  order,  referred  to  executive  committee,  141 

traffic  lights,  $100,000:  at  dangerous  intersections  throughout  city, 
order  passed,  108 

zoning  board,  $1,500:  for  operating  expenses,  1940,  chargeable  to 
contingent  fund,  message  and  order  referred  to  executive  committee 
45,  46-passed,  52 


Appropriations  Committee 

members:  Councilors  M.  H.  Sullivan,  Ward,  Shattuck,  Lyons,  Goode, 
Russo,  Fish,  18-Councilor  Fish  resigned,  21 


Armory 

Commonwealth  ave.  at  Arlington  St.:  message  and  order  for  appro- 
priation under  General  Laws,  chap.  33,  sect.  31,  for  expenses,  referred 
to  executive  committee,  454-passed,  460 


Art  Commission 

member  appointed:  George   H.  Edgell  named  by  Boston  Society  of 

Architects  to  April  30,  1945,  190 
first  school  for  blind,  South  Boston:     message  and  order  for  $645 

for  permanent  marker  on  South  Boston  municipal  building,  site  of 

first  school,  passed  347-460-545 
Johnson  Memorial:  entrance  to  Fenway,"order  to  clean  and  repair, 

passed,  416-message,  communication,  estimated  cost,  $435,  453 
clean  statues:  of  John  Boyle  O'Reilly  and  P.  A.  Collins  and  remedy 

any  defects,  order  passed,  314-message,  communication,  322 


Assessing  Department 

principal  assessor  appointed:  John  P.  O'Hearn  to  March  31,  1945, 

first  assistant  assessor:  notice  of  appointment  received,  filed,  352 
first    assistants:  appointments,    Philip    J.    Camerlengo,    Emmett    J 
Kelly,  Samuel  Koster,  filed,  326 

applications:  papers  in  re  tax  abatement,  order  for  emergency  W.  P.  A. 
obsolete  records  project,  order  passed,  220-message,  communica- 
tion, 225 

defer  advertising  for  1938  taxes:  until  board  has  time  to  review 
applications  and  send  notification,  order  passed,  100 

Eastern  Racing  Association:  refusal  to  permit  tax  abatement  to 
association,  referred  to  executive  committee,  216,  217 

repairs  necessary:  for  upkeep,  not  a  basis  for  increased  assessment, 
order  not  to  make  such  increase  in  taxation,  order  passed,  350 

right  to  claim  tax  exemptions:  under  General  Laws,  order  passed,  48 

study  of  all  city  assessments:  order  for  Ward  22,  then  amended  by 

Wards  20  and   16,  finally  to  include  entire  city,  order  as  amended 

passed,  349,  350 

survey,  increased  valuation,  Ward  10:  to  reduce  to  former  assess- 
ment after  past  year  increases,  order  passed,  443 

tax-exempt  property  list  (excluding  all  churches):  location,  name  and 
address  of  owner,  valuation,  if  revenue  producing,  order  passed,  118- 
message,  communication,  173,  174 


Automobile  Driving  Schools 

licenses:  required  for  operation  of  driving  schools,  order  passed,  27  => 

Automobile  Repairs 

by  city  mechanics:  Municipal  Survey  committee  to  survey  method 
by  which  all  auto  repairs  be  done  by  city  mechanics,  100,  101 


Bankhead,  Speaker  William  B. 

Council  expresses  sorrow  at  untimely  death,  and  hope  that  Congre 
McCormack  be  elevated  to  speakership.  354 


issman 


'Beano" 

City  Censor  to  permit  the  two  games  now  operating  in  East  Boston 

after  June  15,  1940,  order  passed,  233 
finance  committee   to   investigate:  games   licensed   in   city    order 

referred  to  executive  committee,  101,  102 
finance  commission  report:  re  games,  151 
investigation  by  Attorney-General: 

games  in  Suffolk  County,  also  the  distribution  of  profits,  order  passed 
90,  91;  duplicate  resolution,  199 
licenses  for  conduct  of  games:  three  orders  as  to  amounts  paid  to 

c?*nty„and  names  of  employees,   referred  to  executive  committee 

159,  160 

licenses  for  games:  Finance  Commission  to  inquire  into  adminis- 
tration of  Licenses  granted  m  Boston,  order  referred  to  executive 
committee,  178-investigation  approved,  181 

municipal  beano:    preambles  and  resolution  for  city  beano  twice  a 

month   for   public   welfare   and    city   hospital   expenses,    referred   to 
executive  committee,  106 

$100  by  churches  and  bo?ia  fide  organizations:  order  to  allow  such 
amount  prizes,  referred  to  executive  committee,  85-motion  to  lav  on 
table  lost,  order  passed,  156 

operation  of  certain  games:  held  by  Knights  of  Columbus,  Old  Dor- 
chester Post,  American  Legion,  and  Ensign  O'Connell  Post  and  their 
auxiliaries,  order  for  Mayor  to  approve  licenses,  passed,  236,  237 

reconsideration  of  ban:  not  to  ban  but  have  City  Censor  issue 
licenses  to  charitable  and  veterans'  organizations,  order  passed,  391 

regulation:  police  department  to  inform  Council  if  complaints  of 
games  center  in  Dorchester  district,  order  passed,  84,  85 

report  of  investigation:  report  promptly,  order  passed,  220 

suP,e=rvi|'Kon  of  sames  by  Police  covering  the  games,  order  passed, 

^od,  Job 

West  Roxbury  and  Roslindale:  various  veterans'  posts  licenses  to 
operate  games  after  June  15,  order  passed,  250 


"Belnel  Village"  Streets 

see  Public  Works  Department,  survey,  Ward  18  streets  or  pages  44,  74 


JOSIAH 


(5) 


BOSTON 


(Josiah  H.)  Benton  Estate 

Trustees  of  Boston  Public  Library  to  report  re  criminal  or  civil  prosecu- 
tion to  compel  Arthur  F.  Clarke,  executor  of  estate,  to  pay  full  amount 
due  trustees  under  will  of  late  Josiah  H.  Benton,  order  passed,  329- 
message,  communication,  376 


Billboards  in  Boston 

law  department  to  state  authority  of  Boston  to  regulate  location  and 
number  of  billboards  hi  Boston,  order  passed,  181 

Board  of  Appeals 

requested  to  notify  councilors  personally  of  hearings  affecting  their 
respective  wards,  order  passed,  381 

Board  of  Examiners 

member  appointed:  to  April  30,  1942,  John  Guarino,  filed,  405 

Boat  "Tie=Ups" 

Chelsea-Meridian  bridge:  discontinue  permitting  boat  tie-ups  for 
indefinite  length  of  time  at  bridge,  interfering  with  navigation,  order 
passed,  214-message,  communication,  2.57 

Bocce  Alleys 

Columbus  pk.,  South  Boston:  order  to  install,  passed,  219 
install  bocce  alleys  on  all  playgrounds  where  there  is  a  large  Italian 
population,  order  passed,  219 


Bond  Approvals 

Boston  American  League  Baseball  Company,  128 
constables: 

Burelli,  Josephus  S.,  360 
51  names  approved,  174,  175 
Ober,  Emil  H.,  368 
Petterson,  Carl  L.,  38 

Carl  Birger,  Francis  E.  Brown,  Arthur  E.  Brynes,  Edgar  F.  Callahan, 
Daniel  B.  Carmody,  Robert  E.  Donlan,  John  F.  Goff,  David  B. 
Kaplan,  Abraham  Landfield,  Frank  A.  Mitchell,  Nachman  Perlman, 
Max  Rabinowitz,  Jacob  E.  Schrank,  Joseph  L.  Shurtleff,  Henry  J. 
D.  Small,  Walter  J.  Stewart,  Jerome  Suvalle,  Benjamin  J.  Tackoff, 
David  Tobey,  Joseph  Todisco,  Frank  F.  Wennerstrand,  Sidney 
Williams,  190 
notice  of  approval  by  City  Treasurer:  Charles  Keane  and  John  F. 

Goff,  63 
Attridge,  John  J.,  as  assistant  register  of  deeds,  63 
Butler,  Francis  P.,  as  assistant  register  of  deeds,  63 
Fitzgerald,  William  T.  A.,  register  of  deeds,  63 
Mahoney,  John  J.,  as  assistant  register  of  deeds,  63 
Levine,  Jacob,  received,  324 

Pioneer  Painting  and  Maintenance  Company,  bond  received  for  steel 
work  on  Bellevue  Reservoir,  190 


Bonds 

surety  bonds:  William  T.  A.  Fitzgerald,  registrar  of  deeds  and  John  J. 
Attridge,  assistant  registrar  of  deeds,  approved  by  the  Council,  471- 
oaths  of  office  administered  by  President  Galvin,  472 

E.  M.  Matz,  filing  of  indemnity  bond,  297 


Books  of  Public  Works  Commissioner 

Commissioner  to  produce  books  to  substantiate  claims  of  finance  com- 
mittee, order  referred  to  executive  committee,  317,  318 

Boston  College  Eagles 

resolution  expressing  hope  that  this  team  be  selected  as  competitor  for 
Rose  Bowl  game,  passed,  420 

Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company 

gas  lamp  outages:  report  of  number,  order  passed,  50-message, 
communication,  75 

rebate,  9,300  gas  lamps:  unlighted  during  past  three  weeks,  pre- 
ambles and  order  for  rebate  under  guarantee  for  non-functioning  of 
lamps,  passed,  50-message,  communication,  75 


Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 

additional  bus  service: 

Blue  Hill  ave.  and  West  Cottage  st.  to  Carson  beach  on  summer 
schedule,  220 

from  Morton  st.  at  Blue  Hill  ave.  to  Carson  beach,  order  to  start 
operation,  passed,  216 

from  Old  Harbor  Village,  South  Boston,  to  Andrew  sq.  or  Columbia 
station,  order  passed,  408 

from  Hyde  Square  and  Brigham  Circle,  Ward  10,  with  five-cent  fare 
privileges,  303-message,  communication,  320 
additional   service  from   Everett:  at  night,    1.15   a.   m.   for   night 

workers  connecting  with  last  train,  order  passed,  167-message,  com- 
munication, 206 
car  service  on  Lexington  st.:  to  be  continued  after  8  p.  m.,  order 

passed,  285 
deficit  apportionment:  approving  present  method,   by   population, 

order  passed,  196 
deficit  payment:  resolution  re  warrant  for  payment  of  deficit,  order 

passed,  175,  176 
erection  of  shelters:  for  passengers  waiting  at  corner  of  La  Grange 

and  Centre  sts. ;    also  patrons  waiting  at  Weld  and  Centre  sts.,  Ward 

20,  order  passed,  43-message  and  communication,  57 
extension  of  Kenmore  subway: 

conference  with  traffic  commission  and  transit  department  to  con- 
sider extension  to  Brighton  line  and  construction  of  underpass  at 
Cottage  Farm  Bridge  for  relief  of  traffic  congestion,  order  passed, 
437 

Elevated  trustees  to  consider  extending  along  Commonwealth  and 
Brighton  aves.  with  exit  in  Brighton-Allston  district,  order  passed, 
373 
extension  of  time  for  elevated  location,  96th  location,  377 
fare  reduction:  summer  bus  lines  to  beaches  from  ten  to  five  cents, 

order  passed,  302-message,  communication,  320 
finance  commission  study,  $20,000:  message  and  order,  sum  to  be 

charged  to  contingent  fund,  referred  to  executive  committee,   141- 

new  draft  passed,  156-message,  communication,  339,  340 
financial  condition:  survey  of  Elevated  condition,  order  passed,  137 
increased  fares: 

on  four  intown  bus  lines  recently  raised  to  ten  cents,  preamble  and 
order  passed,  235-message,  communication,  386 

manager  of  Railway  invited  to  meeting  of  executive  session  in  re 
increases  from  five  to  ten   cents  on  four  downtown  lines,   order 
passed,  251 
investigation    by   finance   commission:    see   Finance    Commission 

Elevated  investigation  or  page  719 
local  fares:  to  re-establish  local  five-cent  fares,  order  passed,  283,  284, 

285 
operation  licenses  petitions  for  buses:  19,  21,  27,  260,  310,  340,  341 
removal  of  blocks  of  paving:  in  vicinity  of  Dudley  and  Washington 

sts.,  order  passed,  165-message,  communication,  210,  211 
removal  of  tracks: 

trustees  be  requested  to  have  car  tracks  removed  on  Norfolk  St., 
Codman  sq.,  order  passed,  394-message,  communication,  417 

on  Dorchester  ave.,  between  Gibson  st.  and  Peabody  sq.,  order  passed, 
382 
rentals  paid :  Finance  Commission  to  study  to  determine  if  excessive, 

order  passed,  194,  195,  196 
repair  Broadway  reservations:  Elevated  Company  trustees  to   be 

requested  to  repair  inside  reservations  from  Dorchester  ave.  to  L  St., 

South  Boston,  order  passed,  407,  408 
repave  Massachusetts  ave.:  between  St.  Botolph  and  Boylston  sts., 

in  interest  of  quiet,  order  passed,  314 
rescission,  curtailment  of  bus  service:  in  Charlestown  area,  order 

for  rescission  of  recent  order,  passed,  234 
rescission,  Elevated  fare  increase:  Mayor  to  rescind  all  fare  increases 

as  of  November  1,  1939,  order  passed,  238,  239 
safety  zone  car  stop:  at  Columbia  rd.,  Richfield  and  Hamilton  sts., 

order  passed,  167 
shelter,  Centre  st.:  in  front  of  Poor  Clare  Convent,  Ward  19,  order 

to  consider  building,  passed,  422 
shelter  on  River  st.:  opposite  Mattapan  hospital,  order  passed,  371- 

message,  communication,  386 
shelter,  Ward  17:  in  Codman  sq.,  a  transfer  point,  order  passed,  382- 

message,  communication,  386 
stockholders'   dividends:    abolished  until  company  shows  a  profit 

instead  of  deficit,   order  to  draft  bill  for  legislative  action,   passed, 

149 
supplemental  car  and  bus  service:  requested  to  supplement  service, 

Ward    22,    Brighton,    order    passed,    437-message,    communication, 

469 
$10,000  additional:  for  investigation  by  finance  commission  of  Boston 

Elevated,   referred  to  executive   committee,   339,   340-passed,   341, 

353 
Tremont  st.  reconstruction:   trustees  to  be  requested  to  share  ex- 
pense, order  passed,  139 
validity  test:  by  Supreme  Court,  refusal  to  pay  city's  share  of  Boston 

Elevated  Railway  deficit,  order  passed,  136 
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Boston  Housing  Authority 

additional  projects  in  Charlestown:  survey  and  report  possibilities. 

order  passed,  344-message,  communication,  417 
amount  of  fees  paid  in  architectural  contracts:  (order  under  five 

heads  unanswered,  December  30,  1939);     order  for  requested  infor- 
mation, passed,   500   of   1939   Proceedings-message,    communication 

filed,  56,  1940  Proceedings 
architectural   contracts:  awarded   in  future  to  lowest  bidder,  order 

passed,  24-message,  communication,  56  and  72 
(Dr.  Belle  Scott)  Carmody:  order  to  name  a  street  in  South  Boston 

housing  project  for  benefactor,  passed,  218 
citizens  of  United  States:  advise  Council  if  all  employees  on  projects 

are  citizens,  order  passed,  152,  153 
Housing  Authority:  to  name  a  square  or  way  in  new  housing  project 

for  Rev.  Patrick  B.  Murphy,  late  pastor,  Holy  Rosary  Church,  and  a 

veteran  of  Spanish-American  War,  order  passed,  450 
housing  unit,  Ward  8:  consider  erecting,  order  passed,  20-message, 

communication,  55,  56 
increased   membership:   the  Mayor  to  petition  for  increase  from 

five  to  six  members,  one  member  to  be  a  woman,  order  passed,  154 
investigation  by  finance  commission:  costs,  expenses  and  operating 

income,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  24-ruled  out  of  order, 

and  sustained  by  Council  vote,  52-order  rejected,  69 
land  sale,   Monument  St.,  Charlestown:  message,  order  for  sale, 

referred  to  executive  committee,  376,  377-first  reading,  passage,  394- 

second  reading,  passage,  411 
Lenox  st.  project:  naming  streets,  courts  and  ways  for  prominent 

colored  citizens,  order  passed,  335-message,  communication,  339 
low-cost   subsidizing:  confer    with   Mayor   for    benefit   of    welfare, 

old  age  assistance,  mothers'  aid  and  tiny  pensions,  low-cost  housing, 

order  to  consider,  passed,  395 
Mayor  and  Corporation   Counsel:  to   consider  placing  under   civil 

service  all  employees  in  housing  authority,    motion  to  lay  on  table 

prevailed,  410 
name  square  or  way:  in  honor  of  late  Monsignor  George  W.  Patterson, 

South  Boston  area,   order  passed,  460 
names  of  owners: 

title  holders  to  property  taken  by  Authority,  also  dates  of  acquisition, 
order  referred  to  rules  committee,  68 

notice  received  of  giving  security  for  land-takings,  placed  on  file,  340 
officials  paid:  under  chap.  263,    Acts  of  1938,  the  semi-annual  lists 

of  officials  and  employees  to  be  summarized  and  published  by  city 

auditor    in    City    Record   as  supplement  to  past  tabulations,  order 

passed,  84 
preference  to  welfare  recipients:  public  welfare  and  soldiers'  relief 

unemployed,  order  for  list  of  recipients  to  be  prepared  and  recipients 

to   be   given   preference   in   employment,    passed,   43-message,    com- 
munication, 56-message,  communication,  92,  93,  172 
salaries  of  employees:  request  for  names,  addresses  and  respective 

salaries,  order  passed,  216 
site  for  Federal  housing  project:  area,  Orchard  park  section,  Ward 

8,  order  passed,  275-message,  communication,  322 
South    Boston    project:  preference    to    South    Boston    residents    in 

tenancy  applications,   order    passed,    314-message,   communication, 

333 
threatening  tenants:  of  property  taken  over  by  Authority  unless 

the  premises  are  vacated  at  once,  order  to  restrain  field  men  from 

threatening,  order  passed,  342 
unit,  lower  end  of  South  Boston:  order  to  consider  advisability  of 

erecting,  passed,  154-message,  communication,  205 


Boston  Real  Estate  Exchange 

representative  to  Zoning  Adjustment  Board,  Herbert  G.  Perry  to 
April  30,  1942,  96 

Boston  Retirement  Board 

member  appointed  by  Mayor:  Wilfred  J.  Doyle,  340 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad 

preambles  and  order  for  law  department  to  take  action  in  conjunction 
with  legal  representatives  of  Winthrop,  Revere  and  Lynn  to  enjoin 
officials  of  company  from  ceasing  to  operate  said  railroad,  referred 
to  executive  committee,  25-new  draft  of  order,  passed,  27 

Boston  Society  of  Civil  Engineers 

representative  to  Zoning  Adjustment  Board,  Frank  M.  Gunby,  96 

Boston  Society  of  Redemptorist  Fathers 

lease  for  playground  purposes  of  land,  Mission  Hill  section,  order  re- 
ferred to  executive  committee,  389-passed,  394 


(Greater)  Boston  Speed  Limit 


the  Mayor  to  confer  with  Registrar  of  Motor  Vehicles  to  consider 
maintaining  strict  maximum  of  thirty  miles  an  hour  in  Boston,  order 
passed,  249 


Branch  Libraries 

see  Library  Department,  location 

Bremen  Street  Wall,  East  Boston 

curbing:  replace,  when  removed  for  driveway  opening,   order  passed' 

334 
investigate  tearing  down:    authorities  of  W.  P.  A.,  order  referred  to 

executive  committee,  316,  317 

Brookline  Reservoir 

communication  from  town  of  Brookline  terminating  Boston's  right 
in  Old  Brookline  Reservation  on  March  29,  1941,  212 

Budget  Department 

attempted  review  of  budget:  unanimous  consent  for  statement 
by  Councilor  Coffey  and  remarks  by  Councilor  Shattuck,  96,  97,  98 

information  re  juvenile  courts  expenditures:  for  1937  to  1938, 
inclusive,  order  passed,  100 

information  re  playgrounds  expenditure:  for  1937  to  1939,  in- 
clusive, order  passed,  100 

1940  borrowing  capacity:  see  City  Borrowing  Capacity,  1940  or 
1940  City  Borrowing  Capacity,  108  to  117,  inclusive,  78 

Building  Code  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Fish,  Ward,  Shattuck,  Lyons,  Langan, 
Kelly,  Goode,  18 

Bureau  of  Americanization 

transfer  from  contingent  fund,  $7,500,  for  carrying  on  of  its  duties 
258,  259-passed,  273 

Busses 

better  service,  Ward  17: 

boston  elevated  hailway  compant:  Norfolk,   Fairmount  and 
Morton  st.  lines  at  more  frequent  intervals,  67 
establish  bus  service:  from  Old  Harbor  Village,  South  Boston,  to 

Andrew  or  Columbia  stations,  order  passed,  408-message,  com- 
munication, 453,  454 
local    companies:  confer    with   superintendent    of    buildings   and 

street  commissioner  as  to  constructing  central  bus  terminal,  order 

passed,  373 
more  frequent  service:  on  Boston  Elevated,  from  Savin  Hill  station 

to  City  Hospital  on  Sundays  and  holidays  at  visiting  hours,  order 

passed,  408,  409-message,  communication,  442 
operation  license  petitions: 

BOSTON    ELEVATED    RAILWAY: 

junction,  Allston  st.  and  Glenville  ave.,   operated  for  church 

services,  19 
Columbia  rd.  near  Columbia  station  to  Old  Colony  boulevard, 

etc.,  260 
Columbia  rd.,  Blue  Hill  ave.  and  West  Cottage  St.,  260-granted, 

300 
over  Columbia  rd.  and  other  streets,  281- granted,  300 
junction  Commonwealth  and  Brighton  aves.,  19 
Commonwealth  and  Brighton  aves.,  21-granted,  27 
junction   Commonwealth   and   Chestnut   aves.   and   Cleveland 

circle,  403,  404 
Maverick  sq.  and  Boston  Airport,  310,  340-leave  to  withdraw 

petition,  341 
junction  River  st.  and  Fairmount  ave.  at  Logan  sq.,  Hyde  Park, 

in  either  direction,  430 

MODERN    BUS    LINES,    INC.: 

Boston-Dedham   line   to   Forest   Hills   Elevated   station,   260- 
granted,  422-no  further  action  necessary,  petition  withdrawn, 
475 
OAKDALE    COMMUNITY    GARAGE    BUS    LINE: 

Wolcott  sq.  and  Logan  sq.,  323 

RAPID    TRANSIT,    INC.: 

from  intersection  Chelsea  and  Sumner  sts.  to  Daysq.,  78-passed, 

104,  105,  106 
from  Winthrop-Boston  line  to  Bremen  st.,  78-order  doubted, 

passed,    104,    105,    106-no   further   action   necessary,   475    (3, 

petitions) 
Saratoga  st.,  from  Winthrop-Boston  line  to  North  st.,  96  (Route 

A) 
Saratoga  st.,  from  Winthrop-Boston  line  to  Cross  st.,  Sumner 

tunnel,  96  (Route  B) 


JUSSES 


(7) 
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Busses,  Continued 
operation  license  petitions: 

WARWICK    COACH    LINES,    INC.: 

Boston-Winthrop  line  to  Boardman  st.,  88-report  no  further 

action  necessary,  475 
Winthrop-Boston  line  to  Bremen  st.,  88 

WINTHROP    TRANSPORTATION    COMPANY: 

Haymarket  square  relief  station  in  Haymarket  sq.  to  Winthrop 

line  and  return,   88-report  no  further  action  necessary,   475 
Winthrop  line  to  Lewis  st.  and  South  Ferry  and  return,    88- 
report  no  further  action  necessary,  475 
service  to  Carson  beach:  from  junction  of  Morton  st.   and  Blue 

Hill  ave.,  order  to  start  summer  service,  passed,  216 
stops  kept  clear:  public  safety  committee  to  devise  means  to  keep  bus 
stops  clear  and  prohibit  autos  from   passing   buses  when  passengers 
are  alighting,  passed,  341 


Cahill,  Michael  Francis,  Fund 

consider  using  fund  for  grading  and  improvement  of  land  for  play  areas 

for  small  children,  order  passed,  369 
notice  from  Mayor  Tobin  and  Oscar  W.  Hausserman,   Trustees,   of 

selection  as  third  trustee,  John  C.  Kiley,  filed,  430 

Cambridge  Street  Subway  Entrance 

grading  as  it  has  not  been  in  use  for  twenty-five  years  and  is  a  source  of 
danger  to  traffic  conditions  there,  order  passed,  330,  331 

Carberry,  Clifton  B.,  Editor  of  Boston  Post 

City  Council  resolution  expressing  deep  regret   over  death,  passed  by 
unanimous  vote,  245,  252 

Carey,  William  A.,  Councilor,  Ward  10 

ward  area:  Roxbury,  west 

committee   appointments:   executive,    claims,    unclaimed    baggage, 

soldiers'  relief,  18 
amendments:  notices  to  Councilors  of  hearings,  283 
improvements,  Ward  10: 

Alleghany  St.,  118 

Brigham  circle,  38,  416,  438 

Buckley  ave,,  118 

Burney  St.,  179 

Calumet  and  Hillside  sts.,  corner,  335 

Day  st.,  342 

Ellingwood  St.,  119 

Estrellast.,  118 

Heath  st.,  274 

Johnson  ter.,  118 

Lamartine  st.  at  Mozart  st.,  421 

South  Huntington  ave.,  233 

Tremont  st.  at  Parker  St.,  415 

Ward  10  streets,  472 
motions: 

accounts  of  water  income  division,  89 

confirmation,  executive  appointments,  84 

housing  authority  employees  under  civil  service,  410 

reports  of  committee,  executive,  156,  221 

time  for  consideration  of  council  action,  436 
orders: 

accounts  of  water  income  division,  88 

additional  trucks  for  sanitary  division,  22 

advertising  unpaid  1938  taxes,  100 

amendment  of  Rule  33,  22 

appearance  of  George  Robert  White  Fund  trustees,  171 

appointment,  additional  patrolmen,  200 

bill  re  obscene  literature,  233 

bleachers  at  Parker  Hill  playground,  297 

bus  service  to  South  Boston  beaches,  303 

cashing  checks  at  city  yards,  79,  80 

clearing  debris  from  vacant  lots,  119 

condition  of  pipes  in  streets,  153 

deliveries,  fuel  oil  and  coal,  14 

division  of  tax  bills,  153  (with  Councilor  Fish) 

elevator  service,  382 

emergency  delivery  of  fuel,  421 

employment,  non-citizens  on  housing  projects,  152 

expenditures  for  playgrounds  and  juvenile  courts,  100 

filing  cabinets,  Council  members,  49 

food  stamp  plan,  443 

increase  of  supplementary  aid,  79 

increase  in  W.  P.  A.  quota,  311 

instructions  to  department  heads  re  per  diem  employees,  272 

interviewing  rooms  for  Councilors,  21  (2  orders) 

invitation  to  Charles  F.  Rittenhouse,  217 

keeping  bus  stops  clear,  341 


Carey,  William  A.,  Councilor,  Ward  10,  Continued 

orders: 

legal  opinion  on  distribution  of  snow  buttons,  65 

legislation  re  publication  of  abatements,  220  (with  Councilor  Fish) 

Mothers'  Aid  insurance  allowance,  407 

painting  crosswalks,  Ward  10,  100 

papers  re  tax  abatement  applications,  220 

playground  supervision  and  care,  90 

registration  for  snow  removal  work,  406 

roping  off  streets,  April  6,  89  (with  Councilors  Langan,  Lyons, 
Englert,  Goode), 

schedule,  distribution  of  commodities  to  W.  P.  A.,  353,  354 

skating  on  Muddy  River  (two  orders),  22 

snow  slides,  Ward  10,  playgrounds,  22 

special  nurses  at  Boston  City  Hospital,  297 

status  of  teachers,  415 

survey  of  betterment  assessments,  443 

survey  of  increased  valuations,  Ward  10,  443 

threatening  tenants  of  property  taken  by  Housing  Authority,  342 

unemployment  compensation  branch  office,  Roxbury,  71  (with  Coun- 
cilors D.  Sullivan  and  Hurley), 

use  of  White  Fund  for  recreational  centers,  160 

points  of  information: 

rules  committee  report  re  telephone  operator  to  Council,  67 

special  nurses,  City  Hospital,  345,  346 
remarks: 

accounts  of  water  division  income,  89 

additional  police  officers,  391 

additional  trucks  for  sanitary  division,  22 

advertising  unpaid  1938  taxes,  100 

amendment  of  Rule  33,  22 

amendments  to  civil  service  regulations,  460 

anti-birth  control  resolution,  455,  456 

appointment,  additional  patrolmen,  200,  201 

bill  re  obscene  literature,  233 

cashing  checks  at  city  yards,  80 

clearing  debris  from  vacant  lots,  119 

condition  of  pipes  in  streets,  153 

deliveries,  fuel  oil  and  coal,  14 

elevator  service,  382 

emergency  delivery  of  fuel,  421,  422 

employment,  non-citizens  on  housing  projects,  152,  153 

expenditures  for  playgrounds  and  juvenile  courts,  100 

fifing  cabinets,  Council  members,  49 

food  stamp  plan,  443 

increase  of  supplementary  aid,  79 

instructions  to  department  heads  re  per  diem  employees,  271,  272 

invitation  to  Charles  F.  Rittenhouse,  217 

keeping  bus  stops  clear,  341 

Mothers'  Aid  insurance  allowance,  407 

next  meeting,  two  weeks,  251 

papers  re  tax  abatement  applications,  220 

pledge  of  allegiance  to  flag,  379 

registration  for  snow  removal  work,  406,  407 

reports  of  committees:  appropriations,  budget  for  1940,  116; 
executive,  287,  288;  154,  155;  327,  328;  394;   ordinances,  82,  83 

snow  slides,  Ward  10  playgrounds,  22 

special  nurses,  Boston  City  Hospital,  297 

study  of  assessments,  Ward  22,  349,  350 

status  of  teachers,  415 

survey  of  betterment  assessments,  441 

threatening  tenants  of  property  taken  by  House  Authority,  342 

underpass  Brigham  circle.  Ward  10,  38 

use,  sidewalks  for  parking,  390 

use,  tax  lien  properties  for  playgrounds,  423 

use  of  White  Fund  for  recreational  centers,  160 

Ward  10  street  cleaning,  472 

welfare  of  patients  primary  consideration,  436 

welfare  unit,  Ward  8,  361 
unanimous  consents: 

Democratic  support  for  Senator  David  I.  Walsh,  392 

reports  of  committees:  executive,  69,  70 
vote  doubt:  housing  authority  employees  under  civil  service,  410 


Carmody,  Dr.  Belle  Scott 

order  to  name  in  honor  of  late  Dr.  Belle  Scott   Carmody  one  of  the 
streets  in  South  Boston  housing  project,  passed,  218 


Carney  Hospital 

ambulanee  facilities,  order  to  provide  in  South  Boston,  passed,  150 

Cemetery  Division  of  Park  Department 

appropriation,    $60,000:  message   and   order,    referred    to   executive 

committee,  60-passed,  68 
burial  of  World  War  veterans  and  dependents:  see  Veterans,  World 

War 
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Central  Bus  Terminal 

conference  of  local  companies,  street  commissioner  and  superin- 
tendent of  public  buildings  for  construction  of  terminal  in  Boston, 
order  passed,  373 

Charitable  Post=Season  Football  Game 

the  Mayor  to  confer  with  Harvard  and  Boston  College  Athletic 
Association  re  post-season  game  at  Harvard  Stadium,  the  pro- 
ceeds to  be  used  for  special  nursing  fund  and  welfare  requirements, 
order  passed,  393,  394 

Charles  Street  Beach,  Ward  3 

survey  of  conditions  for  erection  of  lockers  for  use  of  bathers,  order 
passed,  177 

Chase,  Perlie  Dyar,  Councilor,  Ward  4 

ward  area:  Back  Bay,  south,  and  Fenway 

committee  appointments:  escort  to  Mayor  Tobin,  1;  executive,  un- 
claimed baggage,  printing,  18 

appeals  from  Chair's  ruling:  Federal  Housing,  52 

amendments: 

German  Consulate,  to  include  Communist  headquarters  on  Essex  st., 

372 
reconsideration,  Americanization  Bureau  vote,  291 

improvements,  Ward  4: 

Belvidere  St.,  48 

Boylston  st.  at  St.  Cecilia  st.,  90 

Forsyth  st.,  335 

Garrison  st.,  251 

Cumberland  st.,  121 

Massachusetts  ave.,  314 

West  Brookline  st.  at  Tremont  st.,  90 
motions: 

adjournment  to  May  6 

filling  vacancies  by  the  Mayor,  302 

increase  of  bus  fares,  235 

preference  to  Massachusetts  citizens,  396 

reconsideration  of  Americanization  Bureau  vote,  291 

reports  of  committees:  appropriations,  budget  for  1940,  114 

resume  meeting  for  action  on  Councilor  Chase's  motion,  182 
orders: 

automobile  repairs  by  city  mechanics,  100,  101 

awarding  architectural  contracts,  24 

Chair's  ruling  on  Federal  Housing,  52 

civil  service  ratings  of  draftees,  413 

clean  Johnson  Memorial,  Fenway,  416 

distribution  of  snow  shoveling  jobs,  65 

dust  nuisance,  Huntington  ave.,  178  (two  orders) 

employment,  undesirable  person  in  N.  Y.  A.,  274 

expenses,  Boston  Housing  projects.  24 

extermination  of  rodent  life,  475 

finance  commission  investigation  of  "Beano"  games,  101 

increase  of  bus  fares,  235 

increased  bus  fares,  251 

inquiry  into  "Beano"  games  licenses,  178 

investigation  of  "Beano"  games  by  Attorney-General,  90 

landing  fee,  Municipal  airport  (2  orders),  19 

licenses  for  conducting  "Beano"  games  (3  orders),  159 

liquor  licenses  (with  Councilor  Goode),  194 

maintenance  cost  of  Deer  Island  prison,  138 

preference  to  Boston  residents  on  housing  projects,  43 

re-establish  local  five-cent  fares  on  Boston  Elevated,  283 

removal  of  cobblestones,    Massachusetts    ave.,    25  (with    Councilor 
Shattuck) 

removal,  snow,  from  city  sidewalks,  79 

repair,  Johnson  memorial,  374 

report:  finance  commission  re  beano  games,  151,  152 

retention,  life  insurance  policies  by  Old  Age  recipients,  448 

right  to  claim  exemptions,  48 

strike  from  record  all  personal  remarks,  304,  305 

supervision  of  "Beano"  games,  235,  236 

swimming  pools  in  high  schools,  438 

taxes  due  on  Congress  building,  361 

title  holders  to  properties  taken  by  Housing  Authority,  68 

traffic  survey,  Ward  4  (2  orders),  101 

use,  tax  lien  properties  for  playgrounds,  422 

use,  White  Fund  for  recreational  purposes,  121 
points  of  information: 

committee  reports,  ordinances,  167 

investigation  by  Federal  authorities,  299 
points  of  order:  reports  of  committees,  executive,  302 
remarks: 

approval,  "baby  playgrounds,"  444 

automobile  repairs  by  city  mechanics,  101 
awarding  architectural  contracts,  24 

Chair's  ruling  on  Federal  Housing,  52 
civil  service  ratings  of  draftees,  413,  414 
colored  probation  officer,  Roxbury  court,  22 
commendation  of  election  commissioners,  455 


Chase,  Perlie  Dyar,  Councilor,  Ward  4,  Continued 

remarks: 

distribution  of  snow  shoveling  jobs,  65,  66,  79 

dust  nuisance,  Huntington  ave.,  178 

employment,  undesirable  person  in  N.  Y.  A.,  274,  275 

expenses,  Boston  Housing  projects,  24 

extermination  of  rodent  life,  475 

finance  commission  investigation  of  "Beano"  games,  101 

increase  of  bus  fares,  235,  251 

inquiry  into  "Beano"  licenses,  178 

investigation  of  "Beano"  games,  199,  200 

landing  fees,  Municipal  airport,  19 

licenses  for  conducting  "Beano"  games,  159 

liquor  license  notification,  458 

maintenance  cost,  Deer  Island  prison,  138 

more  men  in  sanitary  division,  473 

motion  to  go  into  executive  session,  242 

operation  of  certain  "Beano"  games,  236,  237 

outlawing  subversive  agencies,  219 

preference  to  Boston  residents  on  housing  projects,  43 

prizes  at  "Beano"  games,  85 

re-establishment,  local  five-cent  fares,  Boston  Elevated,  284,  285 

removal,  snow,  from  city  sidewalks,  79 

repaying  Massachusetts  ave.,  314 

reports  of  committees:  appropriations,  budget  for  1940,  114;   exec- 
utive, expenses,  Boston  Housing  projects,  69;  288,  289;   155,  181 

report,  finance  commission  re  "Beano"  games.  151,  152 

retention  of  insurance  policies  by  Old  Age  recipients,  448 

right  to  claim  exemptions,  48 

strike  from  record  all  personal  remarks,  304,  305 

supervision  of  "Beano"  games,  235,  236 

swimming  pools  in  high  schools,  438,  439 

title  holders  to  property  taken  by  Housing  Authority,  68 

use,  tax  lien  properties  for  playgrounds,  422 

use,  White  Fund  for  recreational  purposes,  121 
roll  call  requests:  report,  finance  commission  re  "Beano'   games,  152 
resolutions: 

appointment  to  bench,  Robert  Gardiner  Wilson,  Jr.,  405 

commendation  of  election  commission,  455 

investigation  of  "Beano"  games,  199 

outlawing  subversive  agencies,  218,  219 

preference  to  Massachusetts  citizens,  396 
unanimous  consents: 

appointment  to  bench,  Robert  Gardiner  Wilson,  Jr.,  405 

German  Consulate,  373 

investigation  of  "Beano  "games,  200 

investigation  of  "Beano"  games  by  Attorney-General,  90,  91 

preference  to  Massachusetts  citizens,  396 

re-election,  David  I.  Walsh,  393 

supervision  of  "Beano"  games,  236 

vote  for  president,  13 
vote  doubts:  call  for  roll  call,  291 


Christmas  Baskets 

public  welfare  department  to  make   an  additional  allowance  to  each 
family  receiving  welfare  aid  to  buy  baskets,  order  passed,  449 


Christmas  Payments 

advance  payments:  to  all  welfare  recipients  and  all  regular  munici- 
pal employees,  order  to  pay  in  advance,  passed,  457 


Christmas  Shopping 

half  day:  department  heads  requested  to  grant,  without  loss  of  pay, 
order  passed,  450 


City  Borrowing  Capacity  for  1940 

total  funded  debt,  city  and  county,  $154,116,600;  used  debt  incur- 
ring power  (within  debt  limit),  $33,803,112.09;  unused  debt  in- 
curring power,  $9,209,006.51,  placed  on  file,  78 


City  Budget,  Segregated  Form 

1940:  see  1940  budget,  net  decrease,  city  departments,  pages  29  to 

33,  inclusive 
1940:  see  1940  budget,  net  decrease,  county  accounts,  pages  29  to  33, 

inclusive 

City  of  Boston  Park  Department  League 

playing  Mattapan  merchants'  football  team  and  St.  Alphonsus  foot- 
ball team  of  Roxbury,  congratulations  to  teams,  coaches  and 
managers  for  fine  competitive  sportsmanship,  passed,  463 


CITY 


(9)  CITY 


City  Censor 

order  to  allow  $100    prizes  by  bona  fide    organizations  and  churches, 

referred  to  executive  committee,  85 
beano  games  in  city:  permit  operating  two  games  in  East  Boston 

after  June  15,  order  passed,  233 


City  Clerk  Department 

transfers  within  department: 

330 


$50,  referred  to  executive  committee, 


City  Collecting  Department 

accounts  of  water  income  division:  information  under  7  heads, 
order  referred  to  executive  committee  with  City  Collector  Thomp- 
son invited  to  be  present,  88,  89 

collection  of  taxes,  1929  and  1930:  refrain  from  proceeding  in 
collection  of  excise  and  personal  taxes,  order  passed,  117,  118 

defer  advertisement  for  taxes:  1938  unpaid  taxes  until  assessors 
have  had  time  to  review  and  send  response  to  abatement  applica- 
tions, order  passed,  100 


City  Council 

oath  of  office: 

to  councilors  from  twenty-one  wards;  councilor  from  Ward  12,  Coun- 
cilor Taylor,  absent  because  of  illness,  1 ;  also  to  elected  members  of 
school  committee,  1 

call  by  Mayor  for  meeting,  January  2,  1940,  8 

certificate  from  City  Clerk  of  election  of  school  committee  members- 
elect,  Daniel  J.  McDevitt,  Joseph  C.  White  and  Clement  A.  Norton,  1 

changes  in  committees: 

Councilor  Wickes  vice  Councilor  Fish,  resigned,  21 
Councilor  D.  F.  Sullivan  vice  Councilor  Ward,  resigned,  21 

communication  from  Mayor:  re  attendance  of  Mayor  or  Com- 
missioner of  Health  at  meeting  of  City  Council,  259 

corrections: 

page  499,  December  30,  1939,  28;  page  64,  February  19,  1940,  85; 
page,  202,  May  6,  1940,  page  222;  June  3,  1940,  252;  September  9, 
1940,  page  348,  page  354;  December  2,  page  432 

flags,  ropes  and  stakes  appropriation,  charges  against: 
American  Marathon  run,  April  19,  121 
Cathedral  Club,  April  13,  106 
Evacuation  Day  parade,  March  16,  67,  68 
Presentation  Athletic  and  Social  Club,  April  6,  121 
William  F.  Reddish  Association,  April  6,  89 

mayoral  address  topics:  city  finances,  1,2;  taxes,  2;  legislation,  2,  3; 
W.  P.  A.  and  relief,  3,  4;  health  and  hospitals,  housing,  4;  survey 
committee,  4,  5;  building  department,  finance  commission,  con- 
ventions, institutions,  5;  parks,  5,  6;  public  buildings,  public  works,  6 

next  meeting:  adjourn  for  two  weeks  because  of  Legion  convention, 
354;   March  4,  70;   October  21,  374;   December  30,  1940,  464 

qualifications,  Councilor  Taylor:  notice  from  the  Mayor,  January 
9,  1940,  filed,  21 

request  of  Councilor  Russo  to  change  date  in  record,  page  246 , 
May  31  to  June  3,  no  objections,  272 

special  committees  appointments: 

building  code:  Fish,  Ward,  Shattuck,  Lyons,  Langan,  Kelly,  Goode 

18 
constables:  M.  Sullivan,  Taylor,  Lyons,  18 
escort    to    council    PRESIDENT     galvin:  Councilors   Hutchinson 

Kelly,  15 
hospitals:  Hurley,  Goode,  Ward,  Wickes,  Seannell,  Langan,  18 
license  fees:  Seannell,  Hurley,  Hutchinson,  Wickes,  Russo,  18 
mayoral  escort  committee,  Councilors  Chase  and  Englert,  1 
national    legionnaire    committee    of    entertainment,    September, 
1940,  276-Councilors  M.  H.  Sullivan,  Theodore  F.  Lyons,  Philip 
A.  Fish,  James  S.  Coffey,  Charles  I.  Taylor,  appointed,  303 
public  safety:  Taylor,  Langan,  Goode,  Fish,  Hutchinson,  18 
public  welfare:  Coffey,  Wickes,  Ward,  Russo,  Hurley,  18 
tax  title  property:  Hutchinson,  Kelly,  Englert,  Coffey,  D.  Sullivan, 

18 
unclaimed  baggage:  Linehan,  Chase,  Carey,  18 
voting    machines    investiqation,    President    Galvin,     Councilors 
Taylor,  Hurley,  Lyons,  Shattuck,  Chase,  450 

special  meetings:  53;  398 

standing  committees  appointments: 

appropriations:  M.     Sullivan,     Ward,     Shattuck,     Lyons,     Goode, 

Russo,  Fish,  18 
claims:  Gottlieb,  Seannell,  Hutchinson,  Taylor,  Carey,  18 
county  accounts:  Wickes,  Goode,  Gottlieb,  Coffey,  Linehan,  18 


City  Council,  Continued 
standing  committees  appointments: 

finance:  Shattuck,    Hutchinson,    Gottlieb,    Goode,    Kelly,    Coffey, 

Englert,  18 
legislative  matters:  Ward,  Langan,  Taylor,  Shattuck,  Coffey,  18 
licenses:  Fish,  Lyons,  Englert,  Russo,  Ward,  18 
ordinances:  Lyons,  Fish,  Englert,  Taylor,  Langan,  18 
parkman  fund:  Kelly,  Linehan,  Coffey,  Gottlieb,  Wickes,  18 
printing:  Seannell,  Chase,  Kelly,  D.  Sullivan,  Linehan,  18 
prison  inspection:  Lyons,  Fish,  Taylor,  Langan,  M.  Sullivan,  18 
public  lands:  Russo,  Ward,  Wickes,  D.  Sullivan,  Hurley,  18 
rules:  Langan,  Fish,  Lyons,  Taylor,  M.  Sullivan,  18 
soldiers'  relief:  Englert,  Taylor,  Chase,  Hutchinson,  D.  Sullivan, 
18 
motions  for  adjournment:  roll  call  motion  lost,  318 
notice  for  adjournment  for  three  weeks,  carried,  292 
orders: 

amount  of  damage  done  playgrounds:  by  trucks  of  contractors  in 

snow  removal,  passed,  91 
appointment  of  special  committee:  for  extension  of  facilities   to 
Legionnaires  during  National  Convention  in  September,  1940,  303 
appointment  of  temporary  help: 

as  assistant   city  messenger  until  permanently  filled,   referred   to 

executive  committee,  218 
appointment  of  temporary   help  in  City  Messenger's    office,    order 
laid  on  table,  220,  221 
congratulations    to    mayor:  for    manner    in    which    he    received 
American  Legion  convention  and  kindness  to  crippled  and  orphaned 
children,  order  passed,  362 
death,  william  b.  bankhead:  Speaker     of     National     House     of 
Representatives,   expressing  sorrow,   and  hope  that  Congressman 
John  W.  McCormack  be  elevated  to  speakership,  passed,  354 
employment  of  united  states  citizens:  on     the     four     housing 

projects  of  the  city,  order  passed,  152,  153 
identity  of  snow  shovelers:  working  under  several  different  names, 

order  for  information,  passed,  80 
increased  fares  on  elevated:  manager  of  Railway  invited  to  meet 

executive  session  of  Council,  order  passed,  251 
information  re  Andrew  wesseling:  requesting  law  department's 
opinion  of  right  to  hold  office  as  deputy  tax  collector,  order  passed, 
176 
interviewing  rooms:  for  use  of  Councilors  in  interviewing  con- 
stituents, room  to  be  provided  with  telephone,  desk  and  chairs, 
orders  referred  to  rules  committee,  21-referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 51-passed,  52 

league  of  women  voters:  not  to  discuss  motions  or  ideas  from 
League  unless  such  are  constructive  to  Boston,  passed,  465 

meetings  of  council:  amending  Council  rules  to  read  "The  regular 
meeting  of  the  City  Council  shall  be  held  every  Monday  at  2  p.  m.," 
order  referred  to  committee  on  rules,  215 

occupational  tax  constitutionality:  re  constitutionality  of 
assessment  on  all  nonresidents,  passed,  202- message,  communi- 
cation, 204 

protection  in  event  of  emergency:  appointment  of  special  com- 
mittee to  cooperate  with  Port  Authority  for  people  of  Boston, 
passed,  245 

revision  of  civil  service  rules:  forward  copies  to  Council  mem- 
bers, passed,  447 

(Charles  F.)  Rittenhouse:  executive  committee  invites  him  to 
appear  before  City  Council  to  substantiate  charges  made  before 
Eastern  Massachusetts  House  Economic  Association  re  non 
cooperation  with  Mayor  Tobin,  order  passed,  217-passed,  220 

snow  removal  information:  requesting  information  re  recent  storm, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  135,  136 

stenographer-clerk  to  city  council:  position  established  at 
salary  of  $1,800  per  year,  referred  to  executive  committee,  403 

telephone  operator:  order  to  establish  position  at  salary  of  $1,600 
per  annum,  referred  to  committee  on  rules,  38 
resolutions: 

action  of  German  consul:  preambles  and  resolution  for  Secretary 
of  State  Hull  to  immediately  effect  consul's  recall,  249 

annuity  to  Mrs.  William  T.  Welch:  favoring  enactment  of 
legislation  for  payment  to  widow,  passed,  329 

appointment  of  Bertrand  Russell:  opposing  appointment  to 
faculty  of  Harvard  University,  resolution  referred  to  rules  com- 
mittee, 202 

approval  "baby  playgrounds":  approving  Police  Commissioner 
Timilty's  plan  for  establishing  such  playgrounds  on  city-owned 
vacant  lots  throughout  Boston,  passed,  443,  444 

"beano"  investigation  by  attorney-general:  preambles  and 
resolution  favoring  investigation  of  game  in  Suffolk  County, 
order  lost,  199,  200 

Coleman  Brothers  company:  opposing  continuance  of  contracting 
work  for  city,  passed,  476 


CITY 


(10) 


CITY 


City  Council,  Continued 
resolutions: 

congratulations  to  Boston  Colleqe  Eagles:  preambles  express- 
ing hope  that  this  team  be  selected  as  competitor  for  Rose  Bowl 
games,  passed,  420 

congratulations  to  football  teams:  preambles  and  resolution  of 
congratulations  to  coaches  and  managers,  as  well  as  teams,  passed, 
463 

continuation  of  P.  W.  A.  appropriations:  petitioning  United 
States  Congress  for  1940  for  public  buildings,  bridges,  sewers, 
highways,  permanent  improvements  to  help  unemployment  situ- 
ation, passed,  27 

death  of  Clifton  B.  Carberrt:  expressing  Council's  deep  regret, 
245 

death,  William  J.  Walsh:  preambles  of  regret  and  resolutions  of 
sympathy  to  family,  passed  by  unanimous  rising  vote,  222 

entire  democratic  ticket:  Council  to  go  on  record  as  favoring 
whole  ticket,  resolution  out  of  order,  394 

food  stamp  plan  for  Boston:  endorsing  Mayor's  effort  to  obtain 
plan  for  Boston,  passed,  135,  137 

increase  in  federal  works  agenct  budget:  members  of  Congress 
from  Massachusetts  to  be  requested  to  vote  for  increase,  171 

local  railroad  situation:  members  of  Massachusetts  Congres- 
sional delegation  to  confer  with  United  States  President  for  purpose 
of  conducting  a  survey  re  extending  R,  F.  C.  assistance  to  local 
railroad  lines,  resolution  passed,  202 

maintain  personnel  in  greater  boston:  preambles  and  resolution 
for  increase  or  maintenance  of  W.  P.  A.  personnel,  passed,  99,  100 

municipal  "beano":  consider  conducting  game  twice  a  month,  the 
proceeds  to  go  to  public  welfare  and  city  hospital  expenses,  referred 
to  executive  committee,  106 

outlawing  subversive  agencies:  preambles  urging  outlawing  such 
agencies,  also  to  send  copies  of  resolutions  to  each  Boston  Con- 
gressman, passed,  218,  219 

President  Roosevelt's  stand:  approving  stand  against  partici- 
pation in  present  war,  adopted,  472 

profiteering  in  foods:  preambles  and  resolution  prohibiting  by 
wholesale  and  retail  merchants,  passed,  444 

proposed  luxury  tax:  preambles  and  resolution  opposing  tax  on 
many  necessities  of  life,  referred  to  rules  committee,  422 

reduction  in  number  of  taxicabs:  preambles  and  resolution  for 
reconsideration  of  police  commissioner's  new  order,  resolution 
referred  to  executive  committee,  27,  28-order  rejected,  68,  69 

reinstatements:  James  Gray  to  police  department,  favoring  enact- 
ment of  legislation,  authorizing,  41 

retention  of  Dr.  Timothy  Leary:  as  medical  examiner  of  Southern 
District  of  Suffolk  County,  passed,  242 

Robert  Gardiner  Wilson,  Jr.:  commending  splendid  appointment 
to  bench,  copy  of  resolutions  to  be  forwarded  to  Governor  Leverett 
Saltonstall  and  the  former  city  councilor  for  twelve  years,  adopted 
by  unanimous  rising  vote,  405 

salute  to  flag  at  council  openings:  preambles  favoring  such 
salute  to  flag,  resolution,  passed,  178,  179 

thanks  to  Federal  Government:  for  snow  removal  assistance 
through  efforts  of  Congressmen  John  W.  McCormack  and  Thomas 
A.  Flaherty,  79 

WARRANT     FOR     PAYMENT     OF     ELEVATED     DEFICIT:    disapproving     the 

approval  by  Governor's  Council,  and  a  copy  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Council  at  State  House,  amendment  by  Councilor  Shattuck  lost, 
resolution  passed,  175,  176 

statement':  asking  cooperation  with  President  Galvin  by  all  members 

of  Council,  15 
statement  by  Councilor  Langan:  re  tribute  to  Mayor  Tobin  by 

Boake  Carter  in  Boston  Evening  Globe  of  April  15,  1940,  170,  171 
temporary  chairman:   Councilor   Shattuck   as  senior  member-elect 

on  motion  of  Councilor-Elect  Ward  was  voted  chairman  temporarily,  1 
temporary  rules  of  Council:  adopted  (except  Rules  13,  24,  35),  15 
votes  for  president  of  council:  1st  and  2nd  ballots,  no  choice;  3rd 

ballot,  Councilor  Galvin,  elected,  15 


City  Departments: 

skeleton  force  of  workers:  on  Saturday,  April  20,  where  possible, 
order  passed,  151 

City  Documents 

No.  39:  rules  for  governing  1940  Council,  1,  16,  17,  18 

No.  43  annual  list  of  constables:    107  names,  message  and  list  laid 

over  for  one  week,  140,  141-confirmed,  163,  164 
No.  44  minor  officers:  annual  list  laid  over  a  week,  141 ;  confirmed,  164 
No.  45,  constables:    connected  with  official  positions,  162-confirmed, 

180 

preparation  and  printing  of  "Organization  of  City  Government" 
and  "Municipal  Register,"  order  passed,  26 


City  Employees 

all  departments:   closing  on  July  5  and  6,  order  passed,  247,  248 

annual  salary:  for  permanent  substitute  teachers  of  SI, 200,  resolution 
passed,  169 

Boston  city  hospital:  more  nurses  assigned  to  floor  duty  due  to  crowded 
condition,  order  passed,  99 

Boston  city  hospital  graduate:  eligible  as  acting  supervisor  of  nurses 

until  permanent  supervisor  is  appointed,  419,  420 
city  employees  living  outside  Boston:  department  head  to  give  sixty 

days  to  change  residence  or  resign  from  position,  passed,  26— message, 

communication  from  law  department,  filed,  34 

city  hospital  employees:  two  weeks'  sick  leave,  order  to  grant,  passed, 
89 

city  hospital  salaries:  increase  to  compare  with  other  city  and  county 
employees,  order  passed,  106 

Easter  Saturday,  March  23:  order  to  arrange  for  skelton  force,  passed, 

89 
five-day  week:  during  summer  for  all  city  employees,  order  passed,  202 
instructions  re  per  diem  employees:    department  heads  not  to  re- 
quire seven  days'  work,  order  passed,  271,  272 
Jewish  high  holidays:  October  3,  4,  12,  allow  holiday  without  loss  of 

pay,  order  passed,  363 
list  of  temporary  employees:  published  in  city  record  with  addresses 

order  passed,  120 
National  Guard  training:  some  arrangement  to  receive  pay  during 

training,  order  passed,  363 
provision  for  illnesses  of  nurses:  incident  to  hospital  duties  order 

pages  475,  476  of  1939  Proceedings-message,  communication  filed,  18 
skeleton  force,  March  16:  to  permit  attendance  at  St.  Patrick's  Day 

celebration  in  South  Boston,  order  passed,  89 
skeleton  force,  April  20:  order  to  authorize,  passed,  151 
skeleton  force,  April  20:  duplicate  order,  ruled  out  of  order,  154 
special  nurses:  for  patients  on  danger  list,  order  passed,  297 


City  Hall 

Good  Friday:  order  to  close  from  noon  to  o  p.  m.,  passed,  81 

City  Hall  Annex 

light  signals: 

appoint  from  civil  service  list  operators  to  fill  present  vacancies  and 

repair  signals,  order  passed,  408 
permanent  operator  appointed  for  west  side,  order  passed,  419 


City  Hospital  School  of  Nursing 

director,  Miss  Margaret  J.  Bushe:  director  of  school  and  superin- 
tendent of  nurses,  order  to  rescind  order  for  election  and  appoint 
resident  of  Boston  and  graduate  of  City  Hospital  school,  passed,  431, 
432 


City  Lock=Up 

appointment,  Lieut.  George  H.  Bird  as  keeper,  filed,  341 


City  Messenger  Department 

retirement,  April  30,    1940:  William  J.  Walsh,  assistant  city  mes- 
senger, 175 
roping-off  streets,  order  passed  and  chargeable  to  Council  ap- 
propriation for  flags,  ropes  and  stakes: 

Annual  American  Marathon  Run,  April  19,  119 
Bunker  Hill  Day  parade,  June  17,  1940,  247 
Cathedral  Club  annual  ten-mile  road  race,  April  13,  100 
Columbus  Day  parade,  Sunday,  October  13,  360,  361 
Dorchester  Day  parade,  202 
Evacuation  Day  parade,  67,  68 

Forty-Fifth  Anniversary  Convention,  Jewish  War  Veterans,  330 
National  American  Legion  parade,  346 

Presentation,  Athletic  and  Social  Club  marathon,  April  6,  121 
South  End  Boys'  Club,  May  23,  1940,  218 

Ten-Mile  Road  Race  of  Holy  Name  A.  A.  on  June  22.  1940,  242 
Thanksgiving  Day  parade,  November  2S,  422 
William  F.  Reddish  Associates  Ten-Mile  Run,  April  6,  89 
Y.  D.  parade,  June  8,  1940,  219 
temporary  position:  to  fill  vacancy  caused  by  retirement  of  assistant 
city  messenger,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  218;  motion  for 
election  lost,  237 


:ity 


(ii) 


CLAIMS 


3ity  Planning  Board 
members  appointed  by  Mayor: 

Thomas  J.   Turley,   Francis  X.    Lane,  Ernest  A.  Johnson,  Emil  A. 
Gramstorff,  Joseph  A.  Mitchell,  filed,  271;  notice  of  organization, 
William  Stanley  Parker,  as  chairman,  281 
ordinance:  amendment  to  take  effect  May  1,  1940,  referred  to  ordi- 
nances committee,  124 


'City  Record" 

list  of  officials  of  Boston  Housing  Authority:  see  Boston  Housing  Au- 
thority, officials  paid 
publish  names  of  temporary  city  employees,  order  passed,  120 


City  Records  Duplication 

order  for  expenditure  of  81,000  by  city  clerk  for  care  and  preservation 
of  old  records  and  historic  papers,  referred  to  executive  committee 
and  chargeable  to  Contingent  Fund,  426-passed,  437 

City  Registrar  Department 

appointment  Acting  City  Registrar:  William  Higgins,  vice  James  E. 

Burke,  filed,  326 
resignation  of  James  E.  Burke,  July  15,  1940,  326 

Civil  Service 

amendments  to  regulations: 

preamble  and  resolution  to  withhold  action  until  proper  advertise- 
ment and  public  hearings  as  required  by  law,  passed,  459,  460 
law  department  to  draft  bill  for  extension  of  preference  in  National 
Defense  program  to  draftees,  order  passed,  347 
maintenance  for  draftees:  standing  favorable,  order  passed,  391 
postponement  of  regulation  changes:  for  two  months,  order  passed, 

450,  451 
proposed  revision  of  rules:  forward  to  all  members  of  City  Council 

copies,  order  passed,  447-passed,  448 
ratings  of  draftees: 
Attorney-General  to  interpret  civil  service  laws  for  the  present  Director 

of  Civil  Service,  resolution  passed,  157 
protect  all  Boston  army  draftees,  order  passed,  413,  414 
resolution  requesting  change  in  present  laws  and  right  to  hire  necessary 
labor  where  needed,  two  resolutions  referred  to  executive  committee, 
23;   new  draft  of  resolution,  passed,  27 

i  Claims 

abatement  on  storage:  Mansour,  James,  359 

labor  digging  ditch:  Jerrell,  Helen  M.,  367 

loss  of  business:  Gillen,  Philip  and  Adeline  211 

payment  for  rent  at  387  Bowdoin  St.:  Leonard,  John  S.,  228 

payment  for  snow  removal  work:  Ferris,  Charles,  245 

payment  for  wages: 

Nuehart,  Elizabeth  L.,  323 

Sullivan,  John  J.,  296 

Winters,  Joseph  J.,  296 
personal  injuries: 

Abraham,  Samuel  A.,  88:  Aitken,  William  B.,  228 

Akerman,  Louise  E„  228:  Allen,  Ethel,  377 

Ashman,  Joseph  G.  P.,  340 

Ballem,  Mary  F.,  359:  Benedict,  Mary  E.,  260 

Bissonnette,  Rita,  454:  Bleaden,  Frances,  377 

Bonney,  Frank  S.,  454:  Bowers,  Helen,  88:  Brinck,  Francis  L.,  404 

Brobreck,  Edward  J.,  367:  also  property  damage 

Brown,  Frances,  190:  Bruce,  Hattie  C,  211 

Bryden,  Elizabeth  A.,  228:  Burke,  Cecilia,  418 

Burnes,  Mrs.  Charles  D.,  378:  Burns,  Catherine  J.,  77 

Burns,  R.  S.,  190 

Callahan,  Eleanor,  430;  Cappucci,  Mariannina,  323 

Cateno,  Janet,  228:  Chernoff,  Morris,  430:  Cleary,  John  L.,  228 

Cleary,  Paul,  244:  Cohen,  Gertrude,  228 

Cohen,  Jack  and  Gladys,  77 

Collins,  Anne,  77,  see  also  Claims,  property  damages 

Collins,  Anne  C,  359:  Collins,  Marion  M.,  88 

Conway,  Daniel  D.,  77:  Corcoran,  Eileen,  190:  Corliss,  Mrs.  T.  C,  77 

Cullinane,  Timothy,  211:  Curran,  Albert  H,  418 

Currie,  James  M.,  404 

Davis,  Celia  H.,  310:  Davis,  Henry  H.,  323:  Days,  Emma,  211 

DeMattia,  Michael,  148:  Donlon,  Katherine  A.,  211 

Donnelly,   Dorothy,  190:  Downing  Ethel  G.,  128:  Drew  Roberta  D., 
359 

Duggan,  Eleanor  B.,  211:  Duggan,  Ellen  F.,  47 

Eddy,  Catherine,  367,  also  property  damages,  367 

Edwards,  Norman  T.128:  (and  property  damages),  280 

Farrar,  Florence,  211:  Farrell,  Mrs.  Terrence  J.,  340 

Finneran,  Florence  A.,  96:  Fiorentino,  Louis,  454 

Flaherty,  Thomas,  63:  Foran,  Morris,  404 


Claims,  Continued 
personal  injuries: 

Fowler,  Charles  L.,  Jr.,  455:  Fox,  Ethel,  471 

Freedman.  Rebecca,  404: 

Gibbons,  John  T.,  128 

GiUan,  Charles  F.  and  Daniel  F.  O'Keefe,  367 

Gilmore,  James  M.,  340:  Gilmore,  Katherine,  310 

Goodridge,  Minnie  K.,  359:  Green,  Paul  A.,  19 

Hamilton,  Harold  V.,  96:  Hauchfield,  Cecilia,  77 

Hardy,  Charles  F.,  21:  Harlow,  Helen  F.,  163:  Harris,  Edward,  296 

Hernan,  Catherine  F.,  148:  Hillay,  Donald  H.,  323 

Hoffman,  E.  Wendell,  47:  Holtzman,  Samuel,  390:  Hoppe,  Ruth,  404 

Hozid,  Celia  J.,  211:  Hurley,  Elizabeth  C,  378 

Innella,  Carmela,  260 

Johnson,  Paul,  296:  Josephs,  Mrs.  Etta  M.,  63 

Judge,  Sarah  M.,  211-245 

Kaminski,  Stephen,  455:  Kasoff,  Myer,  35:  Kater,  Joseph,  211 

Keleher,  Paul  C,  368:  Kelley,  Edna,  471 

Kelley,  Gertrude  M.  et  al„  359:  Kennedy,  Patrick  A.,  211 

Kinsman,  William  J.,  228:  Kramer,  Samuel,  228 

Lake,  Mrs.  Elmer  O.,  228 

Lamattina,  Joseph,  368,  and  property  damages,  368 

Lappin,  Anna  K.,  455:  Lawlow,  Florence  T.,  340 

Learnard,  Gladys  I.,  245:  Lee,  Mrs.  M.  J.,  323 

Leland,  Hazel,  77:  Lemon,  Mark,  359:  Levine,  Jennie,  108 

Linsky,  Rebecca,  245:  Locke,  James  A.,  245:  Lovinger,  William,  77 

Lowney,  John  J.,  228:  Lynch,  Elizabeth  O.,  108 

Mac  Lean,  Mrs.  Margaret,  378:  Maguire,  Inocentia  F,  21 : 

Mallard,  Gladys,  77:  Matarazza,  Rosina,  64:  McCauley,  Ann,  88 

McCauley,  Lillian  I.,  359:  McDonough,  Mary  E.,  19 

McEachern,  James,  77:  McLaughlin,  Samuel  J.,  and  Edward,  443, 

also  property  damages 
McLellan  Hugh  A.,  for  daughter,  Dorothy,  35 

McNabb,  Mrs.  James  E.,  404:  Messia,  Mary,  211:  Meo  Antonio,  228 
Minton,  Richmond  H.,  19:   Mirisola,  Louis  and  Mary,  260 
Mitchell,  Jeannette  M.,  148:  Moan,  Robert,  174:  Morton,  Bertha,  404 
Murphy,  Elizabeth  R.,  190:  Murphy,  Ella  A.,  310 
Murphy,  Marie  L.  A.,  368 
Nowell,  Mary,  148:  Nucefaro,  Mario,  174 
O'Brien,  Edmund  (bullet  by  police),  443 
O'Brien,  Margaret  L.,  330:   O'Callaghan,  Annie,  148 
O'Toole,  George,  404 

Parlon,  Mary  A.,  352:  Pelrine,  Edward,  21 
Pitts,  Joseph  M.,  for  daughter  Mary,  21:  Podolski,  Agnes,  260 
Pray,  Anna  A.,  455:  Pritchard,  Philip  E.,  323 
Quigley,  Catherine  F.,  455:  Quinn,  Emmett  T.,  174 
Ranney,  Josephine  E.,  471 
Rizzo,  Joseph,  368 

Rochman,  Dora,  418:  Rock,  Mary  A.,  323 
Role,  Maurice  H.,  and  Rae,  359 

Sarno,  Mary,  359:   Saunders,  B.  G.,  455:  Schaff,  Louise  H.,  418 
Schwartz,  Florence,  78:   Scroy,  Mary,  471:  Secaul,  Nettie,  340 
Segal,  Annie,  323;  Shea,  Ellen  M.,  47:  Shiners,  Ann  Louise,  368 
Sidell,  Emma,  390:  Silverstein,  Esther,  88:  Sisto,  Marie,  455 
Sjolander,  Marie,  174:  Skall,  Mary  E.,  359 
Skillin,  LeRoy  C,  and  Doris  N.,  310:  Smith,  Blanche,  471 
Smith,  Carrie  L.,  19:   Smoot,  Stephanie,  21:   Spencer,  Carrie,  455 
Stafford,  Daisy,  88:  Steele,  Ethelyne,  174:  Stone,  Jennie,  190 
Stover,  Elroy  S.,  35:  Stucinski,  Mrs.  A.,  443:  Sucher,  George,  359 
Sweeney,  George  F.,  228:   Sydenstricker,  John  C,  96 
Symmes,  George  A.,  296 

Thibault,  Lena  C,  19:  Thornton,  Walter  and  Catherine,  128 
Toomey,  Julia  E.,  359:   Torpey,  Alfred  J.,  404 
Turnberg,  Anna  E.,  390:   Tyburc,  Regina,  78 
Wahlstrom,  T.  R.,  78:  Walker,  Wilbur  J.,  340 
Walsh,  Delia  T.,  281 ,   Wallace,  Margaret,  78 
Webber,  Frederick  P.,  359:  Wedge,  Mary,  128 
Weinstock,  Mrs.  Hugo,  443 

Winn,  William  H.  for  son  Marty,  21:  Winn,  William  H.,  21 
Woodman,  James  A.,  47 
Zouras,  Anthony,  245 

property  damages: 

Ahern,  Mrs.  Walter  C,  211:  Alden's  Inc.,  63 

Aldrich,  Joanna,  443:  Allen,  H.  F.,  77:  Altobello,  WiUiam,  190 

Andrew  Square  Hardware  Company,  47 

Antoine's  Beauty  Salon,  Inc.,  148:  Appleton,  George  C,  390 

Arnold-Roberts  Company,  The,  77 

Associates  Discount  Company,  and  Ray  Aronson,  211 

Atkinson,  Louise  M.,  77 

Barnstein,  Sydney,  63:   Basler,  Mark  T.,  471 

Battite,  Nicholas  John,  63:  Beaver  Transportation  Express,  352 

Beckwith,  Leonard  J.,  418:   Beder,  Alexander,  148 

Berman  Cut  Sole  Company,  367:   Bernstein,  Samuel,  310 

Betty,  Joseph,  454:   Billie's  Market,  Inc.,  19 

Blackden,  Herbert,  404:   Blocke,  Peter,  watermain  break,  296 

Bornstein,  Harry,  107:  Boris,  Rita,  310 

Boston  Biscuit  Company,  163 

Boston  Cash  Register  Company,  Inc.,  21 

Boston  Chair  Company,  107 

Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company,  390 

Boston  Putty  Works,  Inc.,  310 

Boston  Society  of  Redemptorist  Fathers,  63 

Bourne's  Transportation  Company,  174 

Bradford,  The,  of  Boston,  310:  Bradley,  Paul  F.,  96 

Bramante,  Joe,  148:  Butler,  Mrs.  J.  Edward,  148 

Brazer,  Caroline  G.,  190:  Brodigan,  Joseph  J.,  296 
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Claims,  Continued 
property  damages: 

Brown,  Harry,  404:   Burke,  Mary  P.,  443 

Cabaneau,  Albert,  359:  Callahan,  Arthur  A.,  404 

Campbell  Charles  A.,  390:   Campers,  John  J.,  Jr.,  404 

Cardoza,  Mary  H.,  34:    Carpe,  Joseph  A.,  340 

Carroll,  Edward  C,  96:    Carroll,  William  H.,  63 

Carter,  Irving  E.,  88:   Casella,  Tony,  280:   Cassidy,  James,  96 

Catenacci,  Mary  F.,  296 

Central  Cornice  and  Roofing  Company,  471 

Chapman,  Harry  W.,  310:   Chiplovitz,  Samuel  P.,  88 

Claflin,  Alan  A.,  Clafiin,  Frederick  E.,  367:   Coburn,  W.  K.,  107 

Cohen,  Marcia,  77:   Cohen,  Nathan,  359 

Collins,  Anne,  77:    see  also  Claims,  personal  injuries 

Columbia  Fuel  and  Oil  Company,  340:   Connolly,  Owen  J.,  323 

Connors,  Harold  P.,  443:    Conrad,  Douglas  F.,  96 

Contillo,  William,  88:   Courtney,  H.,  359 

Courtney,  William  T.,  190:   Critch,  Charles  W.,  88 

Cronin,  Patrick  F.,  367:   Cullinane,  Anne  J.,  174 

Cunningham,  Thomas  J.,' 148:   Curran,  John  P.,  148 

Curtin,  George  H.,  244 

Dahlquist,  Theodore  S.,  352 

Daniels,  Sadie,  323:  Debell,  Sarah  J.,  228:  De  Coste,  Ruth,  404 

DeGiovanni,  Artillio,  471:  Delaney,  Ellen  M.,  77 

DeMarco,  Vitale,  323,  also  personal  injuries 

Denberg,  Gretta,  404:  Derenzo,  Jerome,  443 

DeRuaha,  Charles  H.,  310:  Devins,  John  F.,  260 

Dewire,  Thomas  A.,  Jr.,  244:  Digiovanna,  Paul,  47 

Dinneen,  Frances  K.,  63:  Doe,  Sullivan  &  Co.,  Inc.,  368 

Donahue,  Mary  A.,  359:  Donovan,  Francis  C,  96 

Doucette,  Hazel,  34:  Dow,  Jeremiah,  77:  Downey,  Lillian  C,  404 

Downing,  John  A.,  21:  Duemmling,  Henry  J.,  34 

Dyer  &  Co.,  Inc.,  77 

Ebenfield,  George,  148:  Elkman,  Joseph,  333 

Ely,  Jacob  G.,  19:  Esposito,  Frances,  310:    Evans,  Barbara  V.,  323 

(Q.)   Fazio  &  Co.,  148:  Feinberg,  Robert,  404 

Fenton  Brothers  Orchestra,  148:  Finkel,  Abraham,  190 

Finn,  Robert  H„  128:  Fisher,  R.  S.,  471 

Fitzpatrick,  Clara  E.,  323:  Flanagan,  Catherine  V.,  340 

Flynn,  Henry,  228:  Flynn,  John  M.,  21:  Foran,  Michael  F.,  260 

Forsyth,  D.  E.,  211:  Foster,  John  W.,  96 

Foster,  Raymond  P.,  359:  Frangetti,  Henry,  471 

Franklin  Park  Hay  and  Grain  Company,  163 

Frawley,  Hannah,  404:  Fredericks,  G.  F.,  418 

Friedberg,  Edward  A.,  163: 

Gammons,  Lewis  A.,  296:  Gearin,  George  F.,  367 

Gibbons,  James,  19:  Gilman,  Arthur,  77 

Gilmore,  Patrick  E.,  310:  Goldstein,  Irving,  88 

Goldstein,  Louis,  211:  Goodman,  Philip,  323 

Gordon,  Samuel,  35:  Gormley,  Marie  F.,  471:  Grant,  Moria  M.,  35 

Greehan,  Thomas  J.,  260:  Grillo,  Joseph  A.,  296 

Gross,  Samuel,  128:  Gulesian,  Harry,  296 

Hahn,  Irving  J.,  323:  Hall,  Charles  T.,  148 

Hanover  Bottling  Company,  Inc.,  96 

Hanson,  Mrs.  E.  W.,  35:  Hardin,  Edward  J.,  63 

Harms,  Arnold  G.,  77:  Harris,  Cecil  G.,  47:  Hartwell,  Thomas,  163 

Hassig,  Isabell  E.,  367:  Hayes,  Harry,  359 

Hegarty,  Sidney  J.,  128:  Henderson,  C.  W.,  63 

Henderson,  Mary  A.,  323:  Higgins,  Warren  I.,  77 

Hogan,  William  A.,  430:  Hotel  Statler,  368 

Houston,  Samuel  W.,  190:  Houtenbrink,  Anthony,  35 

Howe,  Vera,  77:  Hughes,  Mary  A.,  148 

Jefferian,  Andrew,  88:  Jodrey,  Agnes  M.,  333 

Joe  &  Nemo,  Inc.,  148:  Johnson,  Anna,  367 

Johnson,  Ethel  M.,  368:  Joubert,  Mary  A.,  47 

Kaitz,  Jerome  M.,  148:  Kearney,  Althea  C,  174 

Kearney,  Dennis  F.,  88:  Kelley,  Gertrude  M.,  368 

Kelley,  Joseph  G.,  296:  Kelliher,  John  J.,  443 

Kerle,  Alphonsus  T.,  352:  Killgare,  A.  N.,  404 

Klose,  Augusta,  96:  Knutson,  C.  J.,  77 

Kolbiski,  Joseph  J.,  47:  (S.  S.)  Kresge  Company,  310 

Kunen,  Samuel,  323 

La  Bella,  Louis  C,  323:  La  Farque,  Jean  L„  281 

Lally,  Joseph  P.,  340:  Lane,  John  F.,  359:  Lapilato,  Gabriel,  340 

(I.)  Lappin  Wall  Paper  Company,  88:  Laquidara,  Antonio,  128 

La  Vitz,  Luigi,  296:  Lawless,  Grace,  404:  Leary,  Helen  L.,  368 

Leas  &  McVitty  Company,  190:  Leonard,  H.  A.,  378 

Leonard,  William  H.,  63:  Lewando,  Edward,  174 

Leydon,  James  P.,  63:  Libby,  George  S.,  108,  296 

Livermore,  A.  S.,  148:  Lofchie,  Harry,  340 

Ludden,  Warren  V.,  471:  Luinate,  Liudvika,  19 

Lumbermen's  Mutual  Casualty  Company,  280 

Lussier,  Joseph  H.,  96:  Lynch,  Eugene,  390:  Lyons,  Ellen  E.,  340 

M.  B.  Trucking  Company,  Inc.,  430 

MacKenzie,  Lula  C,  108:  Magrath,  Gladyce,  359 

Mahoney,  Emma  C,  148:  Malfa,  Mary  R.,  108    - 

Manning,  Francis  D.,  228:  Manty,  Charles  W.,  443 

Marcella,  Felix  A.,  and  Clair  De  Leo,  88 

March  Realty  Company,  Inc.,  323:  McCarthy,  John  F.,  260 

McCarthy,  John  H.,  471:  McGrath,  John,  471 

Mclsaae,  Angus,  359:  McKenna,  Francis  C,  359 

McLaughlin,  John,  359 

McMullan,  Richard  D.,  404 :  McNeil,  Douglas  J.,  296 

Mero,  Leonardo,  368:   Miller,  William  M.,  418 

Milne,  Joseph  D.,  211 :   Montgomery,  Edward  N.,  174 

Morello,  Maria,  190:   Morrison,  Etta  L.,  148;   Massa,  Ralph,  35 

McGinty,  William  H.,  64:  McGloin,  Francis  P.,  et  al.,  128 


Claims,  Continued 

property  damages: 

McLaughlin  (George  T.)  Company,  77:  Metzger,  William,  21 
Musolino  La  conte  Company,  404;    Miles,  Horace  S.,  359 
Moore,  Edward,  211:   Morello,  Peter,  47;   Morgan,  H.  R..  64 
Mortellite,  A.,  128 :  Morsette,  Margaret  I.,  352 
Moulton,  William,  352:   Murphy,  William  A.,  148 
Murray,  W.  L.,  310 

New  England  Newspaper  Publishing  Company,  148 
New  York  Building  Wrecking  Company,  Inc.,  228 
Newman,  Albert  J.  et  al.,  340:   Norris,  Thomas  F.,  390 
Norton,  John  H.,  368:   Noyes,  Frank  H.,  333 
O'Brien,  William  H.,  211:  Ochs,  Alfred  G.,  390 
O'Connell,  Daniel  J.,  Inc.,  368:   O'Connell,  Lillian  S.,  323 
Ohanian,  Alice  M.,  296:    O'Hara,  Marion,  245 
Ohrenberger,  Arthur  F.,  352:   O'Keefe,  Marv  C,  35 
O'Neill,  Daniel  J.,  296:   O'Reilly,  James  E.,  19 
Oresino,  Mrs.,  Anthonv,  368:   O'Rourke,  Ida,  47 
Parsons,  John,  310:  Parsons,  Ruth  I.,  280;  Pell,  Max,  228 
Pepin,  Arthur,  128:   Perry,  Ethel  M.,  47;    Perrv,  Helen  H,  310 
Peterson,  Sarkis,  280:  Pfeiffer,  Mary  F.,  108;   Piccordia.  Richard,  378 
Pollack,  Anna,  et  al.,  404:   Prendergast,  Rev.  Malachi,  64 
Priluck,  Eli,  228:   Primus  Hat  Company,  35 
1        Proudfoot,  Louise  M.,  228:   Pulsifer,  Julian  M.,  128 
Purity  Sugar  Cone  and  Confectionery  Companv,  174 
Querci,  Vera,  296:   Quinn,  Emily  A.,  418 
R.  A.  Company,  163:  Ransbottom,  Ethel  L.,  64 
Ray,  John  S.,  174:   Ray,  Joseph  M.,  88;   Realty,  Inc..  296 
Reinhalter,  Mrs.  Sylvester  A.,  352:   Reservoir  Pharmacy,  Inc.,  290 
Reynolds,  Lucile,  368:   Ricci,  Louis,  378 

Rice,  Catherine  A.,  368:   Richards,  John,  404;   Riggs,    Lester  J..  280 
Robbins,  Harriet  D.,  352:   Robbins,  William  F.  ,359 
Robertson,  Ethel,  108:  Rose,  Helen,  35;   Rosenberg,  Leo,  108 
Rossetti,  Mary  A.,  455:   Rourke,  Mary  M.,  190;   Royal,  Ann  E.,  211 
Sambucti,  George  A.,  359:  Sandberg,  David,  323 
Sanford,  Josephine,   35:  Saunders,  James  T.,  47;  Scamporino,  Eliz- 
abeth, 323 
Sanford,  Josephine,  35:   Saunders,  James  T.,  47 
Scamporino,  Elizabeth,  323;    Schrvver,  George  W.,  88 
Schuman,  David,  368:    Scott,  Margaret  B.,  310;   Shaw,  Edgar,  3.". 
Shaw  Photographic  Service,  Inc.,  310:   Shiels,  Mary,  418 
Sherman,  Bessie,  260:   Shreve,  Crump  &  Low  Company,  340 
Shuman,  Samuel  C,  174:   Silver,  Leo,  148;    Simeon,  A.,  443 
Simon  Pearl,  Inc.,  190:   Smith,  Arthur  R.,  323 

Smith,  Martha  J.,  340:   Smith,  Mary  C,  418;   Sheerin,  Marv  J.,  21 
St.  George,  Christopher  W.,  418:   St.  Angelo,  James,  88 
Speranza,  James,  35:   Springer,  Sadie,  281 
Stanziani,  Pasquale,  190:   Stearns,  Maxwell,  L.,  88 
Sullivan,  Francis  V.,  88:   Symphony  Flower  Shop.  352 
T.  &  T.  Market,  Inc.,  148:  Tarbox,  Margaret  C,  78 
Thompson,  G.  B.,  296;    Todd,  Alice  C,  190 
Tracy,  Doris  L.,  404:   Tracy,  Frank,  190 
The  T  Wharf  Lobster  Company,  404:   Twigg,  W.  J.,  290 
Twiss,  Frank  G.,  310:  Tyburc,  Constance,  78 
U-Dryvit  Auto  Rental  Company,  Inc.,  148 
U-Dryvit  Auto  Rental  Company,  Inc.,  310 
Ufland,  Jeannette,  368:   United  States  Post  Office,  148 
United  States  Trucking  Corporation,  78 
Visnick,  Bernard,  78 
Wahlstrom,  Maria  E.,  35 
Walker-Condon  South  Boston  Express,  148 
Washburn,  Frank  D.,  Jr.,  78:   Webster,  Amos  J.,  404 
Welch,  James  J.,  443:   Wentzell,  Norma  L.,  471 
White,  Benjamin  M.,  260:   Whiting  Milk  Company,  351,    281 
Whittemore,  F.  B.,  211:    Whittlesey,  Margaret,  96 
Whynot,  Horace  W.,  211:   Wilfert,  John  H,  108 
Williams,  F.  B.,  148:   Wilson,  Paul  L.,  211 
Yalmezian,  Harry,  310 
Zahlaway,  Frances,  64:  Zaiger,  L.,  471 
Zimmerman,  Morris,  128:   Ziniti,  Joseph  E.,  35 

property  losses: 

Benkert,  Bertha,  390 

Conroy,  Winifred,  63 

Davis,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  (collapse  of  boiler),  211 

Del  Percio,  Alexander,  211:   Donlan,   John,  390 

Kalopiouski  Henrv,  223 

O'Malley,  John,  359 

Ronayne,  William  J.,  64 

Smith,  Mrs.  Bernard,  21 

loss  of  time: 

Ross  Towboat  Company,  228 
refunds: 

Bach,  John  J.,  Jr.,  77:  Bates,  Alfred  A.,  281 

Bornstein,  Oscar  (snow  removal  wages),  296 

Brighton  Motors,  Inc.,  430:  Butler,  Charles  K.,  163 

Christie,  Norman,  296:  Croxford,  Jesse  R.,  174 

Conners,  Edith  C,  359:  Cummings,  Mrs.  J.  F.,  214 

Davis,  Melville  C,  280:  De  Bole,  Joseph,  190 

De  Maggion,  Louis,  454 

Economy  Glass  Company,  454 

Economy  Grocery  Stores,  Incorporated,  128 

First  National  Stores,  Inc.,  245 

Foley,  Russell  J.,  359:  Fortin,  Wilfred  J.,  296:  Foster,  Robert  W..  190 

Gordon,  Martin  J.,  367:  Gostanian,  A.,  190 
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Claims,  Continued 

refunds: 

Hajjar,  Thomas  F.,  296:  Hubley,  Gordon  J.,  260 
Johnson,  Mary  E.,  323 
Krebs,  Joseph  T.,  174 

Laurence,  Sophie,  323:  Lewis  of  Lynn,  Inc.,  323 
Liggett  Drug  Company,  Inc.,  404:   (R.  W.)  Linscott,  Inc..  359 
Madden,  John  F.,  47:  Mahoney,  Barbara,  148 
Miricola,  Michael  J.,  96,  174:  Mohican  Company,  47  > 
Nash  Boston,  Inc.,  359:  Ness,  Lorraine,  418 
New  England  Transportation  Company,  323 
Oakley  Motors,  Inc.,  228;   340 
Public  Metoco  Theatres  Corporation,  296 
Railway  Express  Agency,  Inc.,  359:  Rowe,  A.  F.,  430 
Rowe,  William  B.,  128 

Segal,  John,  second-hand  license,  296:  Shepard,  Leah  P.,  260 
Shore,  George  L.,  404:  Snyder,  Harry  C,  211 
Stuart  Liquor  Company,  Inc.,  190 
Tarbell,  John  A.,  47:  Taylor,  George,  21 
Waldman,  Louis,  190:  Winer,  Ella,  228 
removal  of  goods: 

Millen  Architectural  Iron  Works,  88 
reimbursements: 

Bellew,  James  J.,  367:  Berry,  George  L.,  28 

Bertocchi,  Henry  P.,  260:  Bradley,  John  W.,  390 

Callahan,  Timothy  P.,  454:  Capillo,  Joseph,  280 

Ciocco,  Cataldo,  280:  Collins,  Daniel  J.,  163 

Conlan,  William  H.,  471:  Connolly,  Patrick  J.,  128 

Crowlev,  Cornelius  J.,  404:  Cullinane,  Anne  J.,  340 

Degnan,  William  J.,  280:  Doherty,  Henry,  418 

Doherty,  Hugh  P.,  148 

Frayers,  Francis  A.,  211 

Gallagher,  John  F.,  367:  Giovennella,  Martin  J.,  323,  352 

Grindle,  R.  W.,  367 

Hanrahan,  Edward  J.,  96:  Hatch,  Charles  H.,  280 

Hollywood  Barbeque  Company,  190:  Horn,  Joseph,  310 

Horrigan,  Clarence  D.,  47 

Kaczka,  Michael,  280:  Kelley,  Emmett  J.,  280 

Kelly,  Edward,  390-ordered  paid  $248.75,  411 

Kelly,  James  J.,  310:  Kelly,  William  J.,  390 

Kitchen,  Arthur,  245 

Kolaitis,  Alfons  G.,  190-ordered  paid  $175  from  contingent  fund,  231 

Lane,  John  F.,  108:  Leahy,  Michael  J.,  280 

Lombard,  Martin  A.,  148 

MacKillop,  Duncan,  148:  Maher,  Robert  A.,  260 

Mahoney,  John  J.,  108:  Manning,  Patrick  R.,  211 

McCarthy,  Charles,  418:  McCarthy,  William  J.,  378 

McDonald,  James  E.,  260  (2  petitions) 

McDonald,  James  H.,  390:  McGovern,  Martin  J.,  390 

McKenna,  Edmund  F.,  190:  Muliero,  Matthew,  390 

Murphy,  Andrew,  418:  Murphy,  Jozseph  A.,  368 

Murphy,  Joseph  F.,  390 

Norton,  William  H.,  323  (2  petitions) 

O'Brien,  Hugh  F.,  296:  O'Connell,  Daniel  T.,  280 

O'Leary,  Cornelius  J.,  310 

Quinn,  William  F.,  64 

Rane,  Dora  A.,  Trustee,  296:  Reade,  Lucy  C,  211 

Reagan,  George  J.,  96 

Reed,  Harold  I.,  employee  Public  Works  Department,  228 

Remington  Rand,  Inc.,  77:  Rolfe,  William  A.,  148 

Ryan,  John  A.,  148:  Ryan,  Thomas  J.,  64 

Segel,  Maurice,  280  (2  claims):  Shaughnessy,  Walter  E.,  340 

Soelle,  Ruth  H.,  190:  Sweeney,  George  F.,  260 

Willis,  Anna,  368 

Yonkousky,  Joseph,  211 

assessing  board: 

Fonseca,  Francis  M.,  35 
fire  department: 

Campbell,    Charles    V.,    454-ordered    paid    $250    from    contingent 
fund,  475 

Gaubenstein,  Charles,  21-(spelled  Laubenstein,  Charles,  page  51)- 
ordered  paid  $250  from  contingent  fund,  51 

Gavin,  Walter  A.,  96-ordered  paid  $100  from  contingent  fund,  160 

Horgan,  John  F.,  260-ordered  paid  $73.24  from  contingent  fund,  281 

Lombard,  Martin  A.,  163 

Manning,  Patrick  J.,  77 

Monahan,   John  J.,   77-ordered  paid  $110  from   contingent  fund, 
103,  104 

Young,  Benjamin  J.,  443 

MEDICAL    EXAMINER,    SOUTHERN    DISTRICT: 

McDonald,  James,  245-ordered  paid  $249.60  and  $4,041.15  from 
contingent  fund,  303 
park  department: 
Baker  &  Co.,  34 
Guiney,    Charles    F.,    310-ordered    paid    $70.25    from    contingent 

fund,  360 
Mayo,  Arthur  E.,  455-ordered  paid  $22.50  from  contingent  fund, 
474,  475 
police  department: 

Balleto,  Frank,  77-ordered  paid  $82.97  from  contingent  fund,  103 
Kolaitis,  Alfons  G.,  $175  ordered  paid  from  contingent  fund,  231 
McGillivray,  Joseph  D.,  404  (2  petitions)-ordered  paid,  $100  and 

$150  from  contingent  fund,  450 
Sullivan,  Timothy  P.,  163 


Claims,  Continued 
reimbursements: 

public  buildings  department: 

Jennings,  John  A.,  228  (2  claims),  ordered  paid  $109.17  and  $113.42 

from  contingent  fund,  274 
public  works  department: 

Brooks,  James  L.,  280-ordered  paid  $79  from  contingent  fund,  328 

DeLuca,  Joseph  G.,  19 

Dolan,  Francis  D.,  148-ordered  paid  $85.65  from  contingent  fund, 

232 
Donnelly,    Joseph   P.,    340-ordered   paid   $17.20   from   contingent 

fund,  395 
Farrell,  James  J.,  referred  December  18,  1939-order  for  $90  from 

contingent  fund,  passed,  26 
Flannery,   Alfred   T.,   490  of   1938   Proceedings-ordered   paid   $25 

from  contingent  fund,  103 
Foley,  Mark  A.,  21-ordered  paid  $60  from  contingent  fund,  103 
Fulford,   John   A.,    174-ordered   paid   $104.66   chargeable   to   con- 
tingent fund,  231 
Furey,  Patrick  H.,  163 
Gallagher,  John  F.,  35-ordered  paid  $127.32  from  contingent  fund, 

103 
Kaczka,   Michael   (4  petitions),   77-ordered   paid   $30,   $105,   $25, 

$105  from  contingent  fund,  103 
Kelly,  James  J.,  310-ordered  paid  $185.25  from  contingent  fund, 

360 
McGonigle,    Leo    F.,    190-ordered    paid    $11.20    from    contingent 

fund,  231 
Mackie,  Walter  C,  21-ordered  paid  $60  from  contingent  fund,  43 
McKenna,  Edmund  F.,  64-ordered  paid  $136.88  from  contingent 

fund,  1.  3 
McKenna,  Edward  F.,  ordered  paid  $36.50  from  contingent  fund, 

231 
Manning,  Patrick  R.,  ordered  paid,  $74.30,  231 
Marshall,  John  J.,  47-ordered  paid   from  contingent  fund,  $104.39, 

103 
Monahan,    Joseph    H.,    77-ordered    paid   $29.70   from    contingent 

fund,  231 
Ranahan,    Thomas   M.,   21-ordered   paid   $16.20   from   contingent 

fund,  103 
Rotondo,  Samuel  (3  petitions) ,  77,  78-$125,  $150  and  $175  ordered 

paid  by  contingent  fund,  102,  103 
Trunfio,  Michele,  245-ordered  paid  $75 
public  works  department,  sanitary  division: 

Charlton,   Thomas  E.,   323-ordered  paid  $50,   chargeable  to   con- 
tingent fund,  360 


443-ordered   paid    $187.75   from    contingent 


SUFFOLK  county: 
Gargan,   Patrick  A., 
fund,  475 
traffic  department: 

Mally,    Thomas    T.,    340-ordered    paid,    $13.20    from    contingent 
fund,  395 
relaying  drain  pipes: 

Donahoe,  John  H.,  390 
removing  piles  Albany  Street  bridge: 
(V.  J.  )  Grande  Company,  88 

Claims  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Gottlieb,  Scannell,  Hutchinson,  Taylor,  Carey,  18 
petitions:  19,  21.  34,  35,  47,  63,  64,  77,  78,  88,  96,  107,  128,  148,  163 

174,  190,  211,  280,  281,  293,  310,  333,  340,  352,  367,  368,  377,  378,, 

390,  404,  430,  454,  455,  471 
reports:  25,  26,  51,  102,  103,  104,   160,  273,  281,  303,  328,  360,  394, 

395,  411,  418,  450,  474 

Clark,  Arthur  F. 

law  department  refuse  to  accept  settlement,  order  passed,  245,  246 

Coal 

weighers  appointed,  confirmed: 

Berman,  Abraham,  223-248 
Bloom,  Shirley,  29-49 
Brewer,  Harold,  29-49 
Briggs,  Marjorie  E.,  92-119 
Cameron,  Fred,  399-419 
Cashman,  Louise,  426-147 
Chevoor,  William  A.,  293-315 
Combis,  Theodore  W.,  184-212 
Cunio,  Isabel  D.,  92-119 
De  Nicola,  Dominick,  54-84 
Everton,  Walter,  399 
'  Everton,  Walter,  Jr.,  419 
Feinstein,  Maxwell,  332-341 
Fusoni,  Harold  M.,  92-confirmed,  119 
Gorman,  Arthur  S.,  124-154 
Harlow,  William  L.,  162 
Hart,  Nelson  W.,  92-confirmed,  119 
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Coal,  Continued 
weighers  appointed,  confirmed: 

Hart,  William  N.,  92-confirmed,  119 

Haseltine,  David,  29-49 

Irwin,  Thomas  T.  N.,  84-104 

Keddy,  Walter  J.  H.,  92-confirmed,  119 

Keleher,  Michael  M.,  92-confirmed,  119 

Leavitt,  Irma,  253-281 

Levine,  Edna,  454-477 

Lothrop,  Daniel  L.,  18-21 

Manchester,  Frederick,  162 

McDevitt,  John  J.,  384-411 

McFarland,  Catherine  A.,  223-248 

Morley,  John  J.,  223-248 

Moulton,  Lloyd,  399-419 

Mullen,  William,  29-49 

Murphy,  Charles  B.,  18-21 

Novick,  Dorothy  417-433 

Novick,  Louis,  417-433 

O'Donnell,  Elizabeth  F.,  92-119 

Peddle,,  Frank,  293-315 

Roscia,  Vincent,  107-134 

Sangster,  Arthur  J.,  417-433 

Shanahan,  Patrick,  454-477 

Shea,  Daniel  A.,  18-21 

Sheehan,  Joseph  W.,  92-119 

Sirk,  Frank,  204-224 

Strong,  John  D.,  92-119 

Thornton,  Thomas,  92-119 

Tobin,  Anna  V.,  92-119 

Tobin,  Francis  J.,  92-119 

Welch,  Richard  J.,  29-19 

Williamson,  Arthur  M.,  92-119 


Coal  and  Coke 

weigher  appointed,  confirmed: 

Walsh,  John,  419 


Coffey,  James  F.,  Councilor,  Ward  1 

ward  area:  East  Boston 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  public  welfare,  tax  title  property,  county  accounts,  finance, 
legislative  matters,  Parkman  Fund,  18 
corrections:  page  64,  February  19,  85 
amendments: 

employment,  non-citizens  on  housing  projects,  153 
apology: 

reports  of  committee,  executive,  302 
improvements,  Ward  1: 

Bennington  St.,  49,  177 

129  Falcon  St.,  311 

Falcon  st.,  334 

Linden  and  Gardner  sts.,  junction,  311 

Orient  ave.,  330 
motions: 

for  adjournment,  182 

for  executive  session  for  action  on  order,  318 

favoring  Roosevelt  and  Wallace,  315  (out  of  order) 

nurses  at  city  hospital,  334 

reports  of  committees,  executive,  394 

public  lands,  394 

next  meeting  52,  171 
objections: 

investigation  of  "Beano"  games,  200 
objections  to  postponement: 

next  meeting,  two  weeks  later,  251 
orders: 

allowance  for  Christmas  baskets,  449 

assigning  jobs  at  Suffolk  Downs  race  tracks,  215 

"Beano"  games  in  East  Boston,  233 

benches,  airport  field,  East  Boston,  199 

boat  tie-ups  at  Meridian  bridge,  214 

Boston  residence  of  city  employees,  26 

Bremen  street  wall,  316,  334 

checking  snow  shovelers  by  finance  commission,  80 

City  hospital  trustees  and  superintendent  before  executive  committee, 

cleaning  East  Boston  streets,  137 

clock  repair  in  ferry  tower  on  East  Boston  side,  448 

Democratic  Corporation  Counsel,  215 

departmental  telephone  directory,  42 

East  Boston  relief  station,  49,  214,  448 

Employees  at  Suffolk  Downs,  246 

fence  at  William  Amerena  playground,  177 

free  admittance  of  expectant  mothers,  311,  312 

health  conditions,  circus,  199 


Coffey,  James  F.,  Councilor,  Ward  1,  Continued 

orders: 

Hyde  Park  railroad  service,  191  (with  Councilors  Galvin,  Goode, 

Kelly,  Fish,  Sullivan) 
improvement,  East  Boston  playgrounds,  137 
information  re  permit  for  East  Boston  slaughter  house,  248 
investigation  by  Federal  authorities,  299 
investigation  of  issuance  of  snow  buttons,  64 
investigation  re  slaughter  house  permit,  East  Boston,  232 
investigation  of  voters,  Ward  2,  343 
Lexington  street  car  service,  285 
lighting  facilities,  Bennington  St.,  41 

Long  Island  married  employees,  313  (with  Councilor  M.  Sullivan) 
meetings  of  Council,  215 
notification  of  liquor  license  hearings,  457 
nurses  at  city  hospital,  334 

payment  by  check  for  removal  of  snow  work,  137 
payment  for  trucks  on  snow  removal,  80 
permanent  operator  of  City  Hall  annex  elevator,  419 
permit  for  East  Boston  slaughter  house,  247 
price  of  milk,  42  (with  Councilor  M.  Sullivan) 
private  bus  line  to  Boston  airport,  381 
prizes  at  "Beano"  games,  85 

production  of  books  of  public  works  commissioner,  317 
protection,  street  crossings,  Orient  Heights,  40 
reconsideration  of  "Beano"  ban,  391 
repair  north  slip,  North  Ferry,  448 
repairs,  Michael  J.  Brophy  park,  198 
report,  finance  commission  re  slaughter  house,  298 
sea  wall,  East  Boston,  177 

snow  shovelers  working  under  different  names,  80 
speed  limit,  East  Boston,  232 

transporting  passengers  by  Saugus  Transportation  Company,  40 
welfare  workers  for  ten  dollars  a  week,  312 

points  of  information: 

information  requested  from  finance  commission  re  snow  removal,  135 

next  meeting,  395 

reports  of  committees,  ordinance,  167;  public  lands,  395,  421 

sale  of  land  in  Brighton  (Temple  B'nai  Moshe),  412 

unfinished  business,  appointment,  303,  304 

use,  White  Fund  for  recreational  purposes,  121 
points  of  order: 

Bremen  street  wall,  317 

employment  of  citizens  at  Suffolk  Downs  track,  230 

filling  vacancies  by  the  Mayor,  302 

pool  for  children,  Franklin  Field,  464 

reports  of  committees,  executive,  302,  327 

striking  remarks  from  records,  305 
remarks: 

allowance   for   Christmas  baskets,   449 

appointment  of  Bertrand  Russell,  202 

assigning  jobs  at  Suffolk  Downs  race  track,  215 

"Beano"  games,  East  Boston,  233 

boat  tie-ups  at  Meridian  bridge,  214 

Boston  residence  of  city  employees,  26 

Bremen  st.  wall,  316,  317,  334 

button  system  in  snow  removal,  66 

city  hospital  trustees  and  superintendent  before  executive  committee, 

342,  343 
criticism  of  sports  writer,  214 
Democratic  Corporation  Counsel,  215 
East  Boston  relief  station,  49,   448 

employment  of  citizens  at  Suffolk  Downs  track,  229  (with  others) 
employees  at  Suffolk  Downs,  246,  247 
filling  vacancies  by  the  Mayor,  302 
free  admittance  of  expectant  mothers,  311,  312 
health  conditions,  circus,  199 
increase  in  W.  P.  A.  quota,  311 
investigation  of  "Beano"  games,  199 
investigation  by  Federal  authorities,  299 
investigation,  issuance  of  snow  buttons,  64 
investigation  re  slaughter  house  permit,  East  Boston,  232 
investigation  of  voters,  Ward  2,  243,  244 
land  on  Old  Centre  st.,  415 
legislation  to  protect  drafted  workers,  312 
legislation  re  race  tracks  in  city,  272 
lighting  facilities,  Bennington  st.,  41 
meetings  of  Council,  215 
municipal  parking  spaces,  381 
next  meeting,  70,  243,  251,  464 
notices  of  hearings,  282 

notification  of  liquor  license  hearings,  457,  458,  459 
nurses  at  city  hospital,  334 

opinion  requested  from  corporation  counsel,  290 
outlawing  subversive  agencies,  219 
outside  employment  at  Suffolk  Downs  race  track,  215 
permanent  operator  of  City  Hall  annex  elevator,  419 
permit  for  East  Boston  slaughter  house,  247 
pledge  of  allegiance  to  flag,  379 
pool  for  children,  Franklin  Field,  464 
private  bus  line  to  Boston  airport,  381,  382 
prizes  at  "Beano"  games,  85 

production,  books  of  public  works  commissioner,  317,  318 
protection  of  street  crossings,  Orient  Heights,  40 
reconsideration  of  "Beano"  ban,  391 
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Coffey,  James  F.,  Councilor,  Ward  1,  Continued 

orders: 

registration  for  snow  removal  work,  406 
regulation  of  "Beano"  games,  84,  85 
rents  paid  by  Boston  Elevated,  196 
repair  clock  in  ferry  tower,  449 
replacing  citizens  with  foreign  refugees,  311 
report  of  finance  commission  requested,  298 

reports  of  committees,  appbopkiations,  budget  for  1940,  115,  11/, 
executive,  155;  (Americanization  Bureau)  executive,  ^8o, 
286  289;  re  wall  on  Bremen  st.  which  was  removed,  301,  302; 
books  of  public  works  department,  326,  327,  328;  licenses,  104, 
106;     oedinances,   83  .         .  , 

safety  islands,   Bennington   st.,  49:   sale,  land  in  Brighton   (Temple 

B'nai  Moshe),  412:  sale,  land  on  Old  Centre  st.,  413,  414 
snow  removal  situation,  168,  169 
snow  shovelers  working  under  different  names,  80 
speed  limit,  East  Boston,  232 
statement  by  Councilor  Coffey,  234 

transporting  passengers  by  Saugus  Transportation  Company,   40 
strike  from  record  all  personal  remarks,  304,  305 
unfinished  business,  appointment,  304 
welfare  of  patients  primary  consideration,  436 
welfare  workers  for  ten  dollars  a  week,  312 
resolutions: 

outside  employment  at  Suffolk  Downs  race  track,  215 
replacing  citizens  with  foreign  refugees,  311 
roll  call: 

vote  doubted  and  roll  call,  adjournment  to  August  5,  carried,  305 
ruled  out  of  order: 

striking  from  record  all  personal  remarks,  305 
unanimous  consents: 
attendance  of  Mayor  or  Health  Commissioner  at  Council  meeting 

259 
attempted  review  of  budget,  96,  97,  98 
criticism  of  League  of  Women  Voters,  462 
election  to  City  Council,  234 

employment  of  citizens  at  Suffolk  Downs  track,  229 
finance  commission  investigation  of  "Beano"  games,  101,  102 
information  requested  from  finance  commission  re  snow  removal 

135,  136 
investigation  of  "Beano"  games,  200 
preference  to  Massachusetts  citizens,  396 
re-election,  Senator  David  I.  Walsh,  392 
reports  of  committees,  executive,  302 
roping-off  streets,  Legion  convention,  346,  347 
snow  buttons  order  withdrawal,  68 
taxicab  situation,  43,  44 

welfare  of  patients  primary  consideration,  437 
vote  doubts: 

employment  of  citizens  at  Suffolk  Downs  track,  229 

next  meeting,  December  30,  1940,  464 

notice  of  adjournment  for  three  weeks,  vote  for  adjournment  carried, 

292 
unfinished  business,  appointment,  303 


Coleman  Brothers  Construction  Company 

preambles  and  resolution  by  City  Council  to  oppose    continuance  of 
collection  of  ashes  and  garbage  by  the  company,  passed,  476 


Colored  Probation  Officer 

order  for  sum  in  1940  budget  for  Roxbury  Municipal  Court,  passed,  22 

Compensation  and  Classification  Plans,  Suffolk  County 

construction  and  maintenance  deputy  master,  range  of  compensation 
annually,  $2,600,  $2,700  and  $2,800,  referred  to  county  accounts 
committee,  310 

Constables 

bond  approvals: 

Adams,  John  J.,  appointed,  140;   bond  approval,  231 

Bennett,  Joseph  L.,  appointed,  140,  231 

Bornstein,  Milton  Jacob,  William  H.  Cumin,  John  P.  Miller,  Bert 
Oppenheim,  Myers  Rosenberg,  212 

De  Simone,  Americo  A.,  appointed,  140-231 

Hecht,  Abraham  M.,  271 

Maffei,  Salvatore,  appointed,  141—231 

Pierce,  George  W.,  141-231 

Pulsenelli,  John  A.,  appointed,  172-approved,  245 
City  Document  43:  annual  list  of  107  names, laid  over  for  one  week, 

140,  141-confirmed,  163,  164-17  confirmed;   also  4  additional,  212 
City  Document  45:  constables  connected  with  official  positions,  162— 
confirmed,  180 


Constables,  Continued 

with  Animal  Rescue  League:  Connaughton,  Joseph  E.,  Frederick  O. 

Houghton,  Archibald  C.  McDonald,  162-confirmed,  180 
civil  process  service  with  bond  appointments: 

Broad,  Charles  B.,  184-confirmed,  212;  bond  approved,  245 

Budd,  Louis,  appointed,  172-approval  of  bond,  245 

Burrelli,  Joseph  S.,  336-355-bond  approval,  360 

Creidenberg,  Samuel,  184-confirmed,  212 

Feldman,  Michael,  223-248-bond  approval,  271 

Feinstein,  Harry  K.,  29-confirmed,  49 

Gildea,  Francis  W.,  140-confirmed,  198-bond  approval,  231 

Ober,  Emil  H.,  332-341-bond  approval,  368 

Ober,  Harold,  appointed,  204-240 

Pierce,  George  W.,  184-confirmed,  212 

Semiansky,  Samuel,  184-confirmed,  212 

Swig,  Edward,  223-248 

Wollaston,  Stanley,  nice  Willard  O'Brien,  resigned,  375-392 

Wood,  Charles  A.,  204-240-bond  approval,  271 

51  names  approved,  174,  175—2  names  confirmed,  181 

Hecht,  Abraham  M.,  appointed,  141-bond  approved,  271 

Glennon,  Leo  J.,  223-appointment  held  up,  248-motion  to  take  off 
calendar  lost,  vote  doubted-roll  called;   motion  lost,  303,  304 

Goff,  John  F.,  29-confirmed,  49-bond  approved,  63 

Keane,  Charles,  29-confirmed,  49-bond  approved,  63 

Levine,  Jacob,  appointed,  253-281-bond  approved,  324 

10  names  appointed,  172-confirmed,  198 
deceased  during  term  of  office: 

White,  Fred  J.,  54 
with  Massachusetts  S.  P.  C.  T.  A. : 

Allen,  Harry  L„  162-180 
without  power  of  civil  service  and  without  bond: 

Burke,  Edward  A.,  vice  Harry  W.  McNamara,  resigned,  8-confirmed, 
21 

72  names  to  expire  May,  1941,  162 

Glynn,  Dennis  P.,  184-confirmed,  212 
without  power  to  serve: 

Hannon,  Francis  T.,  vice  Edward  B.  O'Neil,  resigned,  appointed,  364- 
confirmed,  380 

O'Neil,  Edward  B.,  364,  resigned,  380 

Simonian,  Kane,  vice  Charles  Boyce,  deceased,  306-confirmed,  363 

Smyth,  John,  vice  Fred  J.  White,  deceased,  54-confirmed,  84 
van  drivers  appointed: 

Gargan,  Patrick  A.,  163-180 

Shea,  Charles  M.,  163-180 


Constables  Committee 

members:  Councilors  M.  H.  Sullivan,  Taylor,  Lyons,  18 


Contingent  Fund 

City  records  duplication:  $1,000  for  care  of  records  by  city  clerk  and 

also  for  preservation  of  old  records  and  historic  papers,  426-437 
Employment  Bureau,  $19,500:  message  and  order  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee,  18,  19-passed,  27 
finance  commission:  for  survey  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway,  order  for 

$20,000-passed,  155 
fire  department: 

Campbell,  Charles  V.,  claim,  454-ordered  paid  $250,  475 

Gaubenstein,  Charles  (spelled  Laubenstein,  Charles,  on  page  51),  21- 
ordered  paid  $250,  51 

Gavin,  Walter  A.,  96-ordered  paid  $100,  160 

Horgan,  John  F.,  281-order  for  $73.24,  281 

Mahoney,  John  J.,  107-ordered  paid  $750,  160 

Monahan,  John  J.,  77-order  for  $110,  103,  104 
medical  examiner,  southern  district: 

claim,  245-$249.60  and  $4,041  from  contingent  fund,  303 
Mosquito  Control  appropriations:  $300,  order  passed,  89 
park  department: 

Guiney,  Charles  F.,  claim,  310-ordered  paid,  $70.25,  360 

Mayo,  Arthur  E.,  455-ordered  paid,  474-475 
police  department: 

Balleto,  Frank,  77-ordered  paid  $82.97,  103 

Kolaitis,  Alfons  G.,  $175,  231 

McGillivray,  Joseph  D.(  claims,  404-ordered  paid,  $100  and  $150,  450 

public  works  department: 

Brooks,  James  L.,  ordered  paid,  $79,  328 

Dolan,  Francis  D.,  $85.65,  232 

Donnelly,  Joseph  P.,  $17.20,  395 

Farrell,  James  J.,  $90,  25,  26 

Flannery,  Alfred  T.,  petition  page  490  of  1939  Proceedings-ordered 

paid  $25,  from  contingent  fund,  103 
Foley,  Mark  A.,  ordered  paid  $60  from  contingent  fund,  103 
Fulford,  John  A.,  $104.66,  231 

Gallagher,  John  F.,  $80  sanitary  division,  referred,  411-claim  367 
Gallagher,  John  F.,  $127.32,  103 
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Contingent  Fund,  Continued 
public  works  department: 

Karzka,  Michael,  $30,  $105,  $25,  $105,  103 

Kelly,  Edward,  $248.75  water  division,  referred,  411-claim,  390 

Maekie,  Walter  C,  ordered  paid,  $60,  passed,  43 

Manning,  Patrick  R.,  $74.30,  231 

Marshall,  John  J.,  $104.39,  103 

McDonald,  James  H.,  $133.76,  273 

McKenna,  Edmund  F.,  ordered  paid,  $136.88,  103 

McKenna,  Edmund  F.,  $36.50,  231 

Monahan,  Joseph  H.,  $29.70,  231,  232 

Ranahan,  Thomas  N.,  ordered  paid,  $16.20,  103 

Rotondo,  Samuel  (3  petitions),  $125,  $150  and  $175,  102,  103 

Treenfio,  Michele,  $75,  273 
Randidge  Fund  excursions:  $5,000  for  excursions  by  park  department, 

referred  to  executive  committee,  244 
traffic  department: 

McGonigle,  Leo  F.,  $11.20,  231 

Malley,  Thomas  F.,  $13.20,  395 
weights  and  measures  department:    $30,  411   (John  W.  Bradley) 
zoning  adjustment  board,  $1,500:  order  for  appropriation  for  1940, 

chargeable  to  fund,  45,  46 


Contracts,  Contractors 

notices  of  interest  in  contracts: 

Ellis,  William  H.,  member  of  Appeals  Board,  interest  in  construction 
of  snow  dump  wharf  at  North  Ferry,  430 

McElaney,  James  A.,  secretary,  board  of  appeals,  contract  with  school 
department,  149 

Parker,  William  Stanley,  of  city  planning  board,  associated  as  archi- 
tect with  Sturgis  Associates,  Inc.,  for  school  building,  filed,  245; 
contract  with  city,  notice  filed,  334 

Stickney,  Rufus,  co-author  of  text  book  used  in  schools,  231 

Stretch,  George  L.,  filed,  341 


Convalescent  Home 

Head  House,  South  Boston:  see   page  68 
Corporation  Counsel 

order  for  Mayor  to  appoint  a  Democrat  when  office  is  filled,  215 

Corporations  and  Taxation  Commission 

printing  notification  of  rights:  Assessing  board  and  Commission  of 
Corporations  and  Taxation  to  have  printed  on  all  listings  of  property 
and  tax  bills  the  rights  given  under  General  Laws  allowing  exemptions, 
order  passed,  48 

Correct  Spelling  of  Frederick  W.  Mealey  Square 

order  for  correction  on  sign  passed,  313 

Councilors'  Quarters 

supply  department  to  furnish  desks,  typewriters,  filing  cabinets  and 
other  necessary  equipment,  order  passed,  300 

County  Accounts  Committee 
members:  Councilors  Wickes,  Goode,  Gottlieb,  CoSey,  Linehan,  18 

Crosswalks 
approach  to  all  churches  and  schools:  in  Ward  10,  order  passed,  100 

Deer  Island  Prison 

cost  borne  by  State:  law  department  to  urge  state  legislation  for 
jurisdiction  and  cost  of  maintenance  to  be  borne  by  state,  order 
passed,  138 

Democratic  Ticket 

democratic  members  of  Council  resolve  to  go  on  record  as  favoring 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  Senator  David  I.  Walsh,  Paul  A.  Dever  and 
entire  ticket,  order  ruled  out  of  order,  394 


Department  of  Public  Works 

notice  received  of  hearing:  to  be  given  at  its  office  100  Nashua  st., 
Boston,  on  June  27,  1940,  in  the  matter  of  the  abolition  of  grade 
crossing  at  Bird  st.,  Boston,  filed,  271 


Departmental  Telephone  Directory 

order  to  consider  printing  and    issuing  for  various  departments 
their  heads,  passed,  42 


and 


Di  Blasi,  Vincent 

alleged  assault  by  police  officer  Joseph  Tully  upon  boy,  suspension  from 
duty  until  cleared  and  list  of  witnesses  available,  orders  passed,  246 

Dies  Committee 

resolution  against  employment  of  undesirables,  Communists,  in  the 
N.  Y.  A.,  passed,  274,  275 

Disinfection  of  Public  Baths 

spread  of  athlete's  foot  disease:  order  for  prevention  of  spread 
and  methods  be  adopted  to  control  (2  orders),  272 

District  Number  7 

trucks:  for  collection  of  ashes  and  garbage,  order  for  additional  trucks 
passed,  22-message,  communication,  59,  60 

Double  Salaries 

order  to  consider  rules  and  regulations  to  prevent  drawing  salary  from 
City  if  also  receiving  pay  from  State,  County  or  School  Department, 
passed,  99 

Driveway  Opening  Permits 

American  Ice  Company,  Basswood  St.,  212-248 

Angier  Chemical  Company,  236  Brighton  ave.,-335 

Bennett,  Joshua,  Heirs,  Cambridge  st.,  323-327-449,  450 

Berman,  Rosa,  160-162  Dover  st.,  390-410 

Bernstein,  Joseph,  1243  Blue  Hill  ave.,  296-granted,  299 

Blenstrub,  Stanley,  500-502  Western  ave.,  323-327,   370 

Boston   Dispensary,  Harvard  St.,   149-granted,   181 

Brookings,    Henry  C,  Beverly  and  Causeway  sts.,    35-granted,  71; 

Lincoln  and  Essex  sts.,  212-219 
Brophy,  Patrick  J.,  Adams  St.,  360-380 
Brown,  Roger  W.,  Old  Colony  ave.,  390-410 
Byron,  Hilaire  H.,  Morton  Norfolk  and  Second  sts.,  340-341 
Case,  Myrtle  J.,  27-31  Brighton   ave.,  21  (also  page   453  of  1939  Pro- 
ceedings)-message  and  veto,  34 
Charlestown  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  Beacon  and  Mountfort  sts., 

City  of  Boston,  30  Alford  St.,  Ward  2,  35-granted,  71 

City  of  Boston,  Daniel  M.  Driscoll,  98-104  Water  st.,  323-327 

Codman,  E.  D.,  Jr.,  1891  Columbus  ave.,  21-granted,  38 

Cohen,  Anna  L.,  Talbot  ave.  and  Millet  St.,  212-327 

Colonial-Beacon  Oil  Company,  Washington  st.,  310-335 

Craig,  Irene,  549  Huntington  ave.,  190-198 

(D.  Henry)  Cram,  Inc.,  24  Power  St.,  281-327 

Czecholovak  Club,  Columbia  and  Old  Harbor  sts 

Davis,   Mabel   Burt,  890-896  Cummins  Highway, 

Department  of  School  Buildings,  61  Fayette  st., 

DeSanctis,  Louis,  at  Bennington  and    Bremen  sts., 

Dwelling  House  Associates,  107-117  Arlington  st.,  340-370 

Epstein,  Grace,  Cambridge  St.,  174-219 

Filling  Stations  Realty  Company,  1065  Massachusetts  ave.,  310-335 

(F.  L.  R.)   Francisco,  at  251-259  Atlantic  ave.,  260 

Gavegnano,   Jennie,  321-323   Bennington  st.,   405-422 

General  Land  and  Improvement  Company,  251-259  Atlantic  ave.. 

August  19,  1940-granted,  324 
George,  James  L.  and  John  Philopoulos,  16  Maple  St.,  296-327 
Golden  Dome,  Inc..  Columbus  ave.,  360-390 
Golden  Dome  Bottling  Company,  Columbus  ave.,  352-353 
Goodwin,  Kendall,  1348  Boylston  st,,  360-390 
Goodwin,  Kendall,  719  Washington  St.,  128-rejeeted,  475 
Gormley,  Thomas  P.,  trustee,  2004-2012  Columbus  ave.,  405 
Grossman,  L.  C...  Havre  st.,  296-370 
Gulf  Oil  Corporation,  655-665  Commonwealth  ave.,  corner  Granbv 

St.,   148-granted,   154 
Hemenway,   Augustus,   Trustees,  Atlantic  ave.j  and  Summer  st.. 

323-327,   335 
H.  P.  Hood  &  Sons,  Inc.,  Saratoga  st.,  352-422 
Keller,  Simon,  Hyde  Park  ave.,  340-380 
Kenmore  Realty  Corporation,  Ipswich  St.,  47-granted,  71 
Keyes,  Kenneth  F.,  The  Texas  Company,  1380  Blue  Hill  ave.,  405 
Knight,  Claire  Reese,  64  Stratford  St.,  418 

Liberty  Realty  Trust,  72-74  Roxburv  st.  and  Perkins  pi.,  296-335 
Lincoln,  George  L.,  at  1379-1385  Blue  Hill  ave.,  19-granted,  38 


,  Ward  7,  245-248 
96-granted,   134 
174-198 
149-granted,    167 
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>riveway  Opening  Permits,  Continued 

Lynch,  William  E.,  449  Dorchester  ave.,  281-granted,  299 
i  Lynn  Institutions  for  Savings,  660  Beacon  st.,  96-granted,  119 
Maggio  Ice  Company,  Inc.,  87  Kemble  st.,  190-198-vetoed,  204 
Mason  Neilon  Regulator  Company,  1194  Adams  st.,  390-410 
Matthews,  Albert,  48  Huntington  ave.,  405-410 
Mattola,  Vincent,  Market  and  Faneuil  sts.,  471 
McQrath,  Thomas,  79  Portland  st.,  21 
Mcintosh,   Thomas,  at  70  Portland  st.   (not  listed  in  January   15 

Proceedings  as  noted  on  page  88)-license  granted,  88 
Milton  Motor  Mart,  Inc.,  2260-2266  Dorchester  ave.,  190-219 
Morse,  Willard  I.,  276  Columbia  rd.,  petition-granted,  327 
New  England  Deaconess  Hospital,  175  Pilgrim  rd.,  405-422 
New  England  Deaconess  Hospital,  30  Autumn  st.,  405^22 
New  England  Greyhound  Lines,  East  Second  st.,  340-380 
O'Rourke,  Edmund  J.,  Dorchester  ave.,  323-327 
O'Toole,  John,  Myles  at  St.  Cecilia,  Scotia  and  Cambridge  sts.,  310- 

315 
Pepsi-Cola  Bottling  Company,  475  Western  ave.,  323-327 
Phinney,  Arthur  F.,  48,  50  Spring  st.,  163-198 
(Thomas  Q.)  Plant  Corporation,  Walden  st.,  310-327 
Roach,  Francis  X.,  Morton  st.,  471 
Rubin,  Esther,  655-665  Commonwealth  ave.  and  5  Granby  st.,  Ward  5, 

47-granted,  71-vetoed,  86 
Samya,  Namy  M.,  439  Harrison  ave.,  296-353 
Sawyer,  Francis  J.,  Causeway  and  Beverly  sts.,  174 
Scannell,  Margaret,  240  Medford  st.,  418-460 
Schatz,  Erhardt,  76  Norton  st.,  360-422 
Sears,  Roebuck  &  Co.,  1370  Boylston  st.,  310-370 
Shell  Oil  Company,  Walk  Hill  st.,  Ward  19,  88-327 
Shell  Oil  Company,  1190  Massachusetts  ave.,  390-410 
Socony-Vacuum  Oil  Company,  Inc.,  1225  Centre  St.,  19-granted,  27 
Socony-Vacuum  Oil  Company,  Inc.,  East  Eagle  st.,  East  Boston, 

163-335 
Socony-Vacuum    Oil    Company,   Parsons   and   North'  Beacon  sts., 

368-380 
Sorrentio,  Ermina,  83-87  Porter  st.,  East  Boston,  245-273 
Superintendent    of    Construction,    School     Buildings    Depart- 
ment, Brookline  ave.,  443-449 
Warren  &  Monroe,"Trustees,  Mt.  Hood  rd.  and  Commonwealth  ave., 

333-335 
Whittemore,  Willard  P.,  Redlands  rd.  and  Centre  st.,  296-335 
Wilson,  Allan  J.,  26-36  Miller  st.,  Charlestown,  390-410 
Y.  H.  Realty  Corporation,  Court  st.  at  Court  and  Cornhill  sqs.,  471 
Yanopky,  Sarah,  1372  Blue  Hill  ave.,  405 


East  Boston  Slaughter  House 

information  from  His  Honor  the  Mayor:  re  permit  on  Lewis  st. 

or  by  health  commissioner,  order  passed,  248 
investigation   by  finance  commission:   slaughter  house,   11   Lewis 

St.,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  247 
permits:  investigation  of  certain  attorneys  re  granting  of  permits  on 

Lewis  st.,  East  Boston,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  232, 

233-order  rejected  by  committee,  241 
report  of  finance  commission:  order  for  report  on  Lewis  st.  house 

at  once,  passed,  298,  299 

East  Boston  Airport 

installation  of  benches  for  women  and  children  at  airport,  order  passed, 
199 

East  Boston  Ferry 

clock  in  tower:  repair  in  tower  on  East  Boston  side,  order  passed, 
448,  449 
I   twenty-four-hour-a-day  service:  maintain  service  on  East  Boston 
ferries,  order  passed,  448 

East  Boston  Traffic  Tunnel 

see    Sumner  Tunnel  or  page  40,  Transporting  Passengers  by  Saugus 

Transportation  Company 
also  page  237,  Bonds  of  East  Boston  Traffic  tunnel 
conference  re  operating  costs  reduction,  page  237 

Easter  Saturday,  March  23 

March  23:  order  to  arrange  for  skeleton  force  of  city  employees,  passed, 


Eastern  Massachusetts  Home  Economics  Association 

statement  of  non-cooperation  of  Council  with  the  Mayor  made  before 
association,  217-order  for  appearance  of  Charles  F.  Rittenhouse 
before  Council,  passed,  220 


Eastern  Racing  Association 

donation  to  city:  present  three  days'  intake  at  Suffolk  Downs  race 
track  for  public  welfare  department,  order  to  consider  plan,  passed, 
118 

food  prices:  at  Suffolk  Downs  race  track,  lower  to  be  fair  to  patronizers 
of  track,  order  passed,  218 

tax  abatements: 

board  of  assessors  refuse  to  grant  tax  abatement  on  racing  property 
in  East  Boston,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  216,  217 

Corporation  Counsel  to  defend  Boston  in  courts  of  Massachusetts 
against  Racing  Association  in  event  of  prosecution,  order  passed, 
233,  234 


Election  Department 

chairman  of  commissioners:  William  A.  Motley,  Jr.,  to  March  31, 
1941,  149 

change  in  polling  place:  Ward  20,  precinct  10,  from  Falcon  st.  to 

corner  of  Washington  and  La  Grange  sts.  as  originally  located,  415— 

message,  communication,  441 
charges  against  chairman:  investigate  charges  of  malfeasance,  non- 
feasance  and  misfeasance,   order  referred   to   executive   committee, 

372 
commendation    of    commission:  resolution     commending     regular 

employees  for  splendid  work,  passed,  455 
draft   registration:  use   of  schools  on  holidays   using  teachers  and 

capable  clerks,  order  passed,  362 
floating  polling  place  for  those  doing  military  service  on  islands  in 

Boston  harbor,  order  passed,  380 
investigation  of  registration,  Ward  2:  to  prevent  illegal  voting 
license,     alcoholic    beverages:  203,389  rum,   yes;  50,545  rum,   no; 

197,069  wines,  yes;   43,649  wines,  no;   203,609  packages,  yes;   38,536 

packages,  no-report  filed,  418 
(assistant)  vote  registrars:  election  commissioners  to  consider  adding 

forty  additional  registrars  to  the  department,  order  passed,  476 


Emergency  Finance  Board 

notice  of  approval  $367,000  relief  loan,  341 

notice  of  approval  $2,000,000,  377-referred  to  finance  committee,  389- 

committee  report,  order  passed,  409 
notice  of  renewal  of  tax  title  loan,  334 


Eminent  Domain  Takings 

notice  of  filing  by  Housing  Authority  for  takings,  filed,  310 

Englert,  Edward  L.,  Councilor,  Ward  11 

ward  area:  Roxbury,  south,  and  Forest  Hills 
committee  appointments: 

escort  committee  for  Mayor  Tobin,  1 

executive,  tax  title,  finance,  licenses,  ordinances,  soldiers'  relief,  18 
improvements,  Ward  II: 

Amory  ave.,  50 

Amory  St.,  179 

Boylston  pi.,  71 

Call  St.,  362 

Call  St.,  409  (with  Councilor  Langan) 

Chilcott  pi.,  179 

Dixwell  St.,  290 

Haley  St.,  274 

Haverford  st.,  239 

Olmstead  st.  to  Park  lane,  451 

Spalding  St.,  149 

Steadman  St.,  217 

Verona  st.,  50 

Washington  st.,  433 
motions: 

next  meeting  October  21,  374 
orders: 

branch  library,  Egleston  sq.,  38 

branch  unemployment  office,  64   (with  Councilor  Langan) 

Healy    field    and    Carolina    ave.    playground,    252    (with    Councilor 

repairs,   Carolina   ave.   playground,   Ward   19,    166    (with   Councilor 

Langan) 
roping  off  streets,  April  0,  89  (with  Councilors  Carey,  Goode,  Lyons, 

Langan) 
Soldiers'  relief,  219 
remarks: 

branch  unemployment  office,  64 
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Evacuation  Day  Parade,  Wards  6  and  7 

snow  removal  before  March  16:  order  to  public  works  department, 

passed,  84 
start  of  parade,  Ward  13:  order  for  Chief  Marshal  of  parade  to  arrange 

to  start  in  Ward  13,  passed,  68 
street  repairs:  order  for  all  streets  to  be  repaved  before  March  16, 

67,  68-message,  communication,  76 


Executive  Committee 

members:  22  Councilors,  chairman,  Councilor  Langan,  18 
petitions:  19,  35,  47,  64,  96,  128,  149,  174,  211,  245,  281,  324,  368, 

360 
reports:  27,  43,  53,  68,  84,  102,  137,  154,  163,  166,  167,  181,  190,  220, 

248,  273,  285,  286,  287,  288,  289,  301,  302,  315,  327,  341,  352,  369, 

415,  460,  477 


Expenditures  and  Receipts  of  City 

1940  warrants  and  appropriations,  decrease  $1,643,344.53:  1940  credits 
and  deductions,  decrease  $2,016,852.22;  1940  assessed  valuation 
decrease  $24,806,000:  1939  tax  rate,  $39.90—1940  tax  rate,  $41.50, 
increase  $1.60-placed  on  file,  87 


Federal  Authorities 

investigate  right  re  wall:  right  of  Public  Works  Commissioner  Hyland 
to  take  down  wall  built  by  Federal  funds  on  Bremen  st.,  Day  sq.,  East 
Boston,  referred  to  executive  committee,  299-report  accepted,  301 


Federal  Emergency  Unemployment 

loan,   $4,170,000:  for  public  welfare,   soldiers'   relief  and  unemploy- 
ment, order  for  loan,  referred  to  finance  committee,  140 


Federal  Government 

snow  removal  aid:  preambles  and  resolution  of  thanks  for  $50,000 
obtained  by  efforts  of  Congressmen  John  W.  McCormack  and  Thomas 
A.  Flaherty,  passed,  79 

Federal  Housing  Administration 

Boston  Housing  Authority:  petition  for  projects  in  North,  West  and 

South  End  districts,  order  passed,  430,  431 
Council  to  consider  chair's  ruling:  order  for  executive  session  to 

consider  Councilor  Chase's  motion  erroneously  ruled  out  of  order, 

for  Boston  Finance  Commission's  investigation  of  Federal  Housing, 

chair's  ruling  sustained,  52 
officials  and  employees  paid   by  Authority:  see  Boston   Housing 

Authority,  officials  paid 

Federal  Housing  Contractors 

preference  given  to  public  welfare  and  soldiers'  relief:  unemployed 
of  W.  P.  A.  (2  orders),  passed,  43-message,  communication,  56 

Federal  Pay  for  Draftees 

to  equal  present  pay:  order  to  supplement  Federal  pay  during  service, 
passed,  312,  313 

Federal  Surplus  Commodities  Commission 

the  Mayor  to  confer  with  Milo  Perkins  to  bring  Cotton  Stamp  Plan  to 

Boston,  order  passed,  313 
conference  with  director  of  necessaries  of  life  to  prevent  profiteering, 

444 

Filing  Cabinets,  City  Council 

for  Council  members:  order  for  public  buildings  superintendent  to 
furnish  immediately,  passed,  49 

Finance  Commission 

member  appointed  by  the  Governor:  Shamon,  Elias,  for  balance 

of  five  years,  ending  August  18,   1940,  35 
"Beano"  games  investigation:    licensed  in  City,  order  referred  to 

executive  committee,  101,  102 


Finance  Commission,  Continued 

budget  procedure:  report  to  City  Council,  filed,  9,   10,   11,   12,  13, 

35  to  38,  inclusive 
checking   snow   shovelers:  order   to   investigate   and   check   names 

and  addresses,  passed,  80 
conference:  with  Commission  members,  139 
Elevated    investigation:    in    view   of    inadequacy    of    State    Public 

Utilities  Board's  late  investigation,  order  for  Mayor  to  appoint  com- 
mittee to  study  situation,  passed,  119 
enforcement    of    rules    concerning    "Beano"    games:  order    for 

investigation    referred    to    executive    committee,    178-investigation 

approved,  181 
issuing  snow  buttons  and  hiring  trucks:  in  East  Boston  section, 

order  to  investigate,  64-passed  under  new  draft,  later  withdrawn  by 

unanimous  consent,  68 
investigation,  Boston  Housing  projects:  costs,  expenses  and  operat- 
ing income,   order  referred  to  executive   committee,   24-K>rder  ruled 

out  of  order  and  sustained  by  Council  vote,  52-order  rejected,  69 
jurisdiction   over  Suffolk  County  jail:  report  sent  City  Council, 

60  to  63,  inclusive 
laundry  service  report:  230,  231 

poultry  permit,  11  Lewis  St.:  East  Boston,  report,  324,  325,  326 
report  re  slaughter  house,  11  Lewis  St.:  East  Boston,  commission 

to  immediately  report  findings,  order  passed,  298 
slaughter  house,  No.  11  Lewis  St.:  order  for  investigation,  passed,  278 
snow  removal  report:  to  City  Council,  filed,  128  to  134,  inclusive; 

to  City  Council  requested,  order  passed,  135 
$20,000  for  Elevated  study:  message  and  order  for  sum,  to  be  charged 

to  contingent  fund,  referred  to  executive  committee,  141 
$10,000   additional:  for   investigation   of   Boston   Elevated   Railway 

Company,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  339,  340-passed, 

341,  353 


Finance  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Shattuck,  Hutchinson,  Gottlieb,  Goode.  Kelly, 

Coffey,  Englert,  18 
notice  of  meeting:  331 
reports:  196,  197,  212,  232,  273,  334,  409,  419 


Fire  Department 

additional  firemen:  100  men  to  fire  fighting  force,  order  passed,  313 
amendment   to   chapter    15,    Revised    Ordinances,    1925:  use   of 

firemen  in  emergencies,  message  and  order  for  amendment  referred 

to  ordinances  committee,  60 
filling  vacancies:  order  to  consider,  passed,  290,  291 
North  End  fire  house:  erection,  order  for  plans  to  be  formulated  by 

department  (no  action  taken),  67 
pensions  and  annuities  petitions  referred  to  executive  committee: 
Holland,  Mrs.  Thomas  E.,  368 
McLaughlin,  Mrs.  Bernard  P.,  47 
McLaughlin,  Mrs.  Joseph  H„  64 
reimbursements    for    employees:  see    Contingent    Fund,    charges 

against  fire  department,  names  of  employees  reimbursed 
sixty  new  firemen:  before  expiration  of  present  list,  order  passed,  335 
transfers  within  departmental  appropriations: 

$1,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  333 

$1,000,  referred,  340 

$25,800,  referred,  359 

First  School  for  Blind,  South  Boston 

erection  of  permanent  marker  to  be  placed  on  South  Boston  Municipal 
building,  showing  first  school  for  blind,  order  passed,  347 

message  and  order  that  S645  be  expended  by  Art  Commission  to  mark 
site  of  school,  referred  to  executive  committee,  454-passed,  460 

Fish,  Philip  Austin,  Councilor,  Ward  16 

ward  area:  Dorchester,  south 
amendments: 

"Beano"  games,  East  Boston,  233 

study  of  assessments,  Ward  22,  Ward  16,  349 

superintendent  of  nurses,  a  Boston  resident,  305 
committee  appointments: 

executive,    building    code,    public    safety,    appropriations,    licenses,  i 

ordinances,  prison  inspections,  rules,  18 
resigned  from  appropriations  committee,  21 
improvements.  Ward  16: 
Adams  ter.,  179 
Ashmont  pk.,  84 
Cedar  Grove  st.,  91 
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Fish,  Philip  Austin,  Councilor,  Ward  16,  Continued 
improvements,  Ward  16: 

Dorchester  ave.,  382,  408 

Gibson  St.,  391 

Linwood  rd.,  84 

Lombard  st.,  84 

Mather  st.,  351 

Old  Colony  Parkway,  Freeport  st.,  Dorchester,  203 

Port  Norfolk  st.,  Nos.  2,  16,  17,  20,  34,  55;  378 

Rosselerin  rd.,  203 

Templeton  St.,  444 

Train  St.,  41 

Wrentham  st.,  444 

motions: 

investigation  by  Federal  authorities,  299 

next  meeting,  December  30,  1940,  464 

next  meeting,  November  18,  395 

next  meeting,  two  weeks  later  because  of  Legion  convention,  354 

reports  of  committees,  executive,  221 
orders: 

appointment,  additional  police  officers,  274  (with  Councilor  Kelly) 

apportionment  of  Elevated  deficit,  196 

damage  to  playgrounds  by  contractors'  trucks,  91 

division  of  tax  bills,  153  (with  Councilor  Carey) 

election,  stenographer-clerk,  418 

financial  condition,  Boston  Elevated,   137   (with  Councilors  Kelly, 
Wickes) 

flagpole,   Peabody  sq.,   Dorchester,   219    (with   Councilor  Wickes); 
duplicate  order,  250 

hiring  men  on  welfare,  438 

Hyde  Park  railroad  service,    191  (with    Councilors  Galvin,  Goode, 
Coffey,  Sullivan,  Kelly) 

legislation  re  publication  of  abatements,  220  (with  Councilor  Carey) 

maintenance  civil  service  standing,  391  (with  Councilor  Goode) 

military  salute  by  Council,    344  (with  Councilors  M.  H.  Sullivan, 
Goode) 

operation  of  certain  "Beano"  games,  236 

outstanding  taxes  on  Joshua  Bennett  Estate  land,  243 

postponement  of  oivil  service  regulation   changes,   450,   451    (with 
Councilor  Hurley) 

quarters  for  licensing  bureau  and  transit  department,  312 

regulation  of  "Beano"  games,  84 

rentals  paid  by  Boston  Elevated,  194,  195  (with  Councilors  Taylor, 
Kelly) 

rotary  traffic  circle,  Peabody  sq.,  335  (with  Councilor  Wickes) 

schools  for  draft  registration,  362  (with  Councilor  Hurley) 

snow  removals,  65  (with  Councilors  Lyons  and  Ward) 

Speaker  William  B.  Bankhead,  354 

stenographer-clerk  to  city  council,  408 

step- rate  of  drafted  city  employees,  313 

supplementing  Federal  pay  for  draftees,  312 

tax  on  horses,  156 

tennis  court,  Mary  Hemenway  playground,  361 

time  off  for  Christmas  shopping,  450  (with  Councilor  Scannell) 

traffic  circle,  Old  Colony  Parkway,  363 

underpass,  Redfield  st.,  Old  Colony  Parkway,  363 

welfare  of  hospital  patients,  439 
points  of  information: 

more  men  in  sanitary  department,  473 

notification  to  Councilors  of  hearings,  381 

report,  finance  commission  re  "Beano"  games,  152 

sale,  land  on  Old  Centre  st.,  413 

speed  limit,  East  Boston,  232 
points  of  order:  reports  of  committees,  executive,  221 
remarks: 

appointment,  Margaret  J.  Busche,  432 

apportionment  of  Elevated  deficit,  196 

appropriation,  public  welfare,  soldiers'  benefits  and  reUef  projects,  212 

"Beano",  West  Roxbury  and  Roslindale,  250 

Boston  Elevated,  deficit,  136 

civil  service  postponement  of  regulation  changes,  451 

division  of  tax  bills,  153 

Eastern  Racing  Association  tax  abatement,  217 

fee  to  non-residents,  L  street  bath  house,  152 

health  unit,  Dorchester  district,  235 

hiring  men  on  welfare,  438 

investigation  of  "Beano"  games,  200 

investigation,  voters,  Ward  2,  344 

licenses  for  conducting  beano  games,  159,  160 

loan  for  funding  overlay  deficits,  212 

maintenance  civil  service  standing,  391 

military  salute  by  Council,  344 

municipal  parking  spaces,  381 

notice  to  Councilors  of  hearings,  282 

notification  to  Councilors  of  hearings,  381 

oil  farm  near  Columbia  station,  474 

operation  of  certain  "Beano"  games,  236,  237 

outlawing  subversive  agencies,  219 

outstanding  taxes  on  Joshua  Bennett  Estate  land,  243 

quarters  for  licensing  bureau  and  transit  department,  312 

regulation  of  "Beano"  games,  84 

rentals  paid  by  Boston  Elevated,  194,  195,  196 

reports  of  committees,   executive,    155,   156,   220,   288,   328,   341; 
licenses  (with  inclosures),  104,  105,  106;  450,  475 


Fish,  Philip  Austin,  Councilor,  Ward  16,  Continued 
remarks: 

schools  for  draft  registration,  362 

special  nurses,  city  hospital,  346 

speed  limit,  Greater  Boston,  249 

step-rate  of  drafted  city  employees,  313 

supervision  of  "Beano"  games,  236 

supplementing  Federal  pay  for  draftees,  312,  313 

tax  on  horses,  156,  157 

unfinished  business,  appointment,  304 
resolutions: 

anti-birth  control  resolution,  455  (with  Councilor  Goode) 

appointment  of  Bertrand  Russell,  202  (with  Councilor  Goode) 

continuance  of  P.  W.  A.  appropriations,  27 

cooperation  in  alien  registration,  344  (with  Councilor  M.  H.  Sullivan) 

endorsement  of  Democratic  ticket,  394 

health  unit,  Dorchester  district,  234,  235  (with  Councilors  Gottlieb, 
Kelly,  Wickes,  Hutchinson) 

warrant  for  payment  of  Elevated  deficit,  175  (with  Councilors  Kelly 
and  Taylor) 
statement:  statement  by  Councilor  Fish,  245 
unanimous  consents: 

criticism  of  League  of  Women  Voters,  463  (Councilor  Coffey  objected) 

fiihng  vacancies  in  fire  department,  290,  291 

operation  of  certain  "Beano"  game3,  237 

re-election,  David  I.  Walsh  as  senator,  392 


Floating  Hospital 

establishment:  through  George  Robert  White  Fund,  order  passed,  198 

Floating  Polling  Place 

residents  now  doing  military  service  in  Boston  harbor,  order  for  provision 
of  place  for  voting  outside  their  own  ward,  passed,  380 


Food  Prices  in  Boston 

communication  from  Department  of  Labor  and  Industries  of  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  relative  to  investigation  of  food  prices,  filed, 
472 

Food  Stamp  Plan 

agreement  between  Surplus  Marketing  Administration,  state  and  city 
public  welfare  submitted  and  approved,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 367-passed,  370 

distributing  station.  Ward  7:  public  welfare  to  establish  food  stamp 
distribution  station  in  Health  Unit,  South  Boston,  order  passed,  408- 
message,  communication,  468 

expansion  of  plan:  welfare,  old  age,  mothers'  aid;  also  those  living  on 
small  pensions,  order  passed,  395-message,  communication,  469 

expedite  and  establish  plan  to  make  benefits  available  at  earliest  time 
possible,  order  passed,  347,  348 

First  National  Bank  of  Boston  to  furnish  temporary  revolving  fund, 
S175.000,  for  purchase  and  distribution,  copy  submitted  to  Council  to 
be  accepted  and  approved,  referred  to  executive  committee,  366,  367- 
passed,  370 

resolution  endorsing  Mayor  Tobin's  efforts  to  obtain  plan  for 
Boston,  passed,  136,  137 

Surplus  Marketing  Administration:  to  confer  with  public  welfare 
overseers  for  readjusting  amounts  spent  for  food  stamps  by  those  on 
dependent  aid,  mothers'  aid,  and  W.  P.  A.,  order  passed,  443-message, 
communication,  470 

Ward  20  location  for  sale:  of  food  stamps,  order  passed,  416-message , 
communication,  468 


Galvin,  William  J.,  Councilor,  Ward  2,  President  of 
1940  Council 

ward  area:  Charlestown 
amendments: 

investigation,  voters,  Ward  2,  344 

reports  of  committees,  executive,  221 
motions: 

next  meeting,  April  15,  138 

next  meeting  in  two  weeks,  251 
orders: 

additional  housing  projects,  Charlestown,  344 

adult  dental  clinic,  451  (with  Councilor  Russo) 

enlargement  of  Wayfarers'  Lodge,  182 

Hyde  Park  railroad  service,  191  (with   Councilors   Goode,   Sullivan, 
Kelly,  Fish,  Coffey) 
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Qalvin,  William  J.,  Councilor,  Ward  2,  Continued 

orders: 

leave  for  veterans  during  Legion   convention,    344    (with  Councilors 
M.  H.  Sullivan,  Langan) 

Leo  McCarthy  playground,  Charlestown,  167 

lighting  Sullivan  square  playground,  19 

position  of  telephone  operator  to  Council,  38 

reopening  Haymarket  relief  station,  67  (with  Councilor  Russo) 

retention,  Colonel  Sullivan  as  district  W.  P.  A.  manager,  152 

roping  off  streets  June  17,  247 

salary  for  City  hospital  internes,  291  (with  Councilors  Goode,  Hurley) 

school  properties  available  for  playgrounds,  Ward  21,  422 

seasonal  lay-off,  W.  P.  A.  workers,  138 

shower  baths,  Clarence  R.  Edwards  school,  38 
ordinances: 

display  of  foreign  flags,  167 
remarks: 

Councilor  Linehan's  statement,  350,  351 
enlargement  of  Wayfarers'  Lodge,  182 

investigation  re  slaughter  house  permit,  East  Boston,  232,  233 
licenses  for  conducting  "Beano'   games,  159 
reading  previous  question,  land  on  Old  Centre  street,  414 
reports  of  committees,  executive,  155,  289 
salary  for  internes  at  City  hospitals,  291 
seasonal  lay-off,  W.  P.  A.  workers,  138 
thanks  to  Councilors  for  election  as  president,  15 
use,  tax  lien  properties  for  playgrounds,  422 
unanimous  consents: 

re-election,  David  I.  Walsh,  393 

statement  by  Councilor  Gottlieb  re  means  for  more  efficiency  in  City 
Council  business,  241 

George  Robert  White  Fund 

see  (George  Robert)  White  Fund 

German  Consulate 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation:  preambles  and  resolution  to  in- 
vestigate activities  of  Fifth  Column  work,  resolution  referred  to  rules 
committee,  371,  372 

Gifts  to  City 

land  on  Charter  st.,  and  Vernon  pi.,  North  End,  for  playground  pur- 
poses, gift  of  heirs  of  Joshua  Bennett,  accepted  by  W.  J.  Doyle,  Act- 
ing Corporation  Counsel  of  City  of  Boston,  formal  order  for  acceptance 
referred  to  executive  committee,  223,  224-passed,  248 

question  of  paid  or  unpaid  taxes  due  on  above  land,  Mt.  Vernon  pi., 
North  End,  gift  for  playground,  order  for  information  on  question 
raised,  passed,  243-message,  communication,  321 

Goode,  James  J.,  Jr.,  Councilor,  Ward  18 

ward  area:  Hyde  Park  and  Mattapan 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  18 

building  code,  hospitals,   public  safety,   appropriations,   county  ac- 
counts, finance,  18 

parks  and  playgrounds  committee  chairman,  21 
corrections:  page  64,  February  19,  85 
improvements,  Wards  12,  13,  14,  18,  22: 

change  name  of  Blue  Hill  ave.  to  Louis  D.  Brandeis  Blvd.,  275  (with 
Councilors  Gottlieb,  Taylor,  M.  H.  Sullivan,  Hutchinson) 
improvements,  Ward  18: 

Almont  st.  playground,  216 

Augustus  ave.,  89 

(junction)  Beach,  Washington  and  Walworth  sts.,  345  (with  Councilor 
Lyons) 

Belnel  st.,  394 

Belnel  Village,  44 

Brockton  st.,  394 

Burmah  st.,  154 

Business  st.,  at  Reservation  rd.,  44 

Canterbury  st.,  165 

Coronado  st.,  394 

Danbury  rd.,  216 

Fairmount  ave.,  89 

Hopewell  st.,  394 

Laval  st.,  394 

Lexington  st.,  394 

Maynard  st.,  89 

Milton  ave.,  154 

Orlando  st.,  102 

Park  st.,  330 

Readville  section,  344 

resurfacing  ward  streets,  237 

Rock  rd.,  138 

Rockingham  St.,  394 

Sprague  st.,  394 

Stowe  rd.,  26 


Goode,  James  J.  jr.,  Councilor,  Ward  18,  Continued 

improvements.  Ward  18: 

Third  New  way,  394 

Wachusett  St.,  330 

Walk  Hill  st.,   at  American  Legion  Highway,   102  (with  Councilor 
Gottlieb) 

Walter  st.,  330 

West  Milton  st.,  51 

Whitford  st.,  237 

Winborough  st.,  394 

Woodhaven  st.,  330 
orders: 

appointment,  new  firemen,  335  (with  Councilor  M.  Sullivan) 

bridge  on  River  st.,  181 

disinfection  of  public  baths,  272 

expansion,  Food  Stamp  plan,  395  (with  Councilor  Hurley) 

facilities  at  George  Wright  Golf  Course,  67 

fee  to  non-residents,  L  street  bath  house,  152  (with  Councilors  Linehan, 
Scannell) 

fences  and  life-saving  equipment,  Neponset  river,  344,  345 

field  house,  Wood  ave.  playground,  44 

flooding  Ward  18  playgrounds,  463 

Hyde  Park  Athletic  Field,  237 

Hyde   Park   railroad  service,  191  (with  Councilors  Galvin,  Sullivan, 
Kelly,  Fish,  Coffey) 

Hyde  Park  railroad  service,  191  (3  resolutions,  4  orders) 

installation  of  Bocce  alleys,  219   (with  Councilors  Sullivan  and  Russo) 

installation  loud  speaking  system,  L  st.  bath  house,  298   (with  Coun- 
cilors Linehan,  Scannell,  M.  Sullivan) 

leaves  of  absence,  County  and  City  employees,  344 

liquor  licenses,  194  (with  Councilor  Chase) 

liquor  licenses,  194 

liquor  license,  1154  River  st.,  Hyde  Park,  194 

lockers  at  Hyde  Park  municipal  building,  26 

low-cost  subsidized  housing  plan,  395  (with  Councilor  Hurley) 

maintenance  civil  service  standing,  391  (with  Councilor  Fish) 

Mary  Doherty  sq.,  165 

military  salute  by  Council,  344  (with  Councilors  Fish,  M.  H.  Sullivan) 

objection  to  double  salaries,  99 

Readville  location  for  proposed  stadium,  249 

repairs  to  railroad  underpass,  Ward  18,  51 

roping  off  streets,  April  6,  89  (with  Councilors  Carey,  Englert,  Lyons, 
Langan) 

roping  off  streets  for  parade,  330  (with  Councilors  Gottlieb,  Taylor) 

salary  for  city  hospital  employees  during  vacation,  290  (with  Councilors 
Hurley,  Goode) 

salary  for  city  hospital  internes,  291  (with  Councilors  Galvin,  Hurley) 

shelter  on  River  st.,  371  (with  Councilor  Wickes) 

special  nurses,  city  hospital,  345,  346 

speed  limit,  Greater  Boston,  249 

stamp  plan  for  Boston,  313 

Sumner  tunnel  fees,  166 

super-highway  through  city,  369 

tennis  courts,  Almont  st.  playground,  216 

twenty-four  hour  day  for  school  shops,  369 

use  of  steamer  "Perkins,"  369 
improvements,  Wards  18  and  19: 

Cummins  Highway  at  Hyde  Park  ave.,  26  (with  Councilor  Langan) 
remarks: 

additional  police  officers,  391 

anti-birth  control  resolution,  455 

"Beano,"  West  Roxbury  and  Roslindale,  250 

branch  unemployment  office,  64 

disinfection  of  public  baths,  etc.,  272 

facilities  at  George  Wright  Golf  Course,  67 

fee  to  non-residents,  L  street  bath  house,  152 

fences,  life-saving  equipment,   Neponset  river,  345 

Food  Stamp  plan  for  Boston,  136,  137 

liquor  license,  1154  River  St.,  Hyde  Park,  194 

low-cost  housing  plan,  395 

maintenance  civil  service  standing,  391 

method  of  flag  salute  by  school  children,  349 

objection  to  double  salaries,  99 

Readville  location  for  proposed  stadium,  249 

removal,  snow  from  city  sidewalks,  79 

reports  of  committees;    executive,  Americanization  Bureau,  286 

salary  for  internes,  city  hospital,  291 

speed  limit,  Greater  Boston,  249 

stamp  plan  for  Boston,  313 

"stop"  signs,  Beach,  Washington  and  Walworth  sts.  junction,  345 

study  of  assessments,  Ward  22,  349 

super-highway  through  city,  369 

twenty-four  hour  day  for  school  shops,  369 

use  of  steamer  "Perkins,"  369 
resolutions: 

appointment  of  Bertrand  Russell,  202  (with  Councilor  Fish) 

congratulations  to  football  teams,  463 

Food  Stamp  plan  for  Boston,  136 

opposition  to  birth  control,  455  (with  Councilor  Fish) 
statement: 

appointment  of  Bertrand  Russell,  202 
unanimous  consent: 
re-election,  David  I.  Walsh,  392 
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jottlieb,  Joseph  J.,  Councilor,  Ward  14 

ward  area:  Dorchester,  west 
chairman  pro  tern:  181-182 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  claims,  county  accounts,  finance,  Parkman  Fund,  18 
parks  and  playgrounds,  21 
improvements,  Wards  12,  13,  14,  18,  22: 

change  name  of  Blue  Hill  ave.  to  Louis  D.  Brandeis  blvd.,  275  (with 
Councilors  Goode,  Taylor,  M.  H.  Sullivan,  Hutchinson) 

Blue  Hill  ave.  at  American  Legion  Highway,  42 

Blue  Hill  ave.  at  Glenway  st.,  42 

Blue  Hill  ave.  at  Talbot  ave.,  42 

Blue  Hill  ave.  at  Woodrow  ave.,  181 

Blue  Hill  ave.,  328,  329 

Duncan  St.,  374  (offered  by  Councilor  Kelly) 

Kineo  st.,  374 

Oldfields  st.,  248 

Walk  Hill  st.,   at  American  Legion   highway,    102   (with  Councilor 
Goode) 
orders: 

buses  to  Carson  beach,  South  Boston,  216 

fatal  accidents,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  41 

furnish  welfare  recipients  with  coal  and  oil,  407 

health  center,  Ward  14,  216 

information  re  snow  removal,  165 

investigation  of  water  shut-off,  457 

investigation,  violation  of  ordinances,  315 

leave  of  absence  to  Jewish  employees,  363  (with  Councilor  Taylor) 

pool  for  children,  Franklin  Field,  464 

roping  off  streets  for  parade,  330  (with  Councilors  Goode,  Taylor) 

salaries  of  Housing  Authority  employees,  216 

street  lighting  by  gas  (3  orders),  50,  (with  Councilor  D.  F.  Sullivan) 

traffic  control,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  42 

W.  P.  A.  assignments  to  welfare  recipients,  328 
point  of  information:  State  Home  Guard,  239 
points  of  order: 

housing  authority  employees  under  civil  service,  410 

supervision  of  "beano"  games,  236 
remarks: 

appointment,  Margaret  J.  Busche,  431 

change  name  of  Blue  Hill  ave.  to  Louis  D.  Brandeis  blvd.,  275 

election,  stenographer-clerk,  418 

fatal  accidents,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  41,  42 

furnish  welfare  recipients  with  coal  and  oil,  407 

health  unit,  Dorchester  district,  235 

health  unit,  Ward  15,  456,  457 

investigation  of  German  Consulate,  371,  372 

investigation,  violation  of,  ordinance,  315,  316 

legal  opinion  on  distribution  of  snow  buttons,  65 

more  men  in  sanitary  department,  473 

next  meeting,  243 

pool  for  children,  Franklin  Field,  465 

profiteering  in  foods,  444 

proposed  revision  of  civil  service  rules,  448 

reduction  in  number  of  taxicabs,  27,  28 

registration  for  snow  removal  work,  406 

reports  of  committees,  executive,  197;  221;  287;  302 

sale,  land  in  Brighton  (Temple  B'nai  Moshe),  412 

special  nurses,  city  hospital,  345,  346 

street  lighting  by  gas,  50 

supervision  of  "beano"  games,  236 

taxicab  situation,  44 

traffic  signals.  Ward  14,  42 

unfinished  business,  appointment,  304 

welfare  of  patients  primary  consideration,  436,  437 

widening  Blue  Hill  ave.,  328,  329 
resolutions: 

health   center,    Dorchester   district,  234,  235  (with  Councilors  Kelly, 
Fish,  Wickes,  Hutchinson), 

investigation  of  German  Consulate,  371 

profiteering  in  foods,  444 

reduction  in  number  of  taxicabs,  27 

thanks  to  Federal  Government  for  snow  removal  assistance,  79 
unanimous  consents: 

criticism  of  League  of  Women  Voters,  463  (Councilor  Coffey  objected) 

re-election,  David  I.  Walsh,  393 

Goods 
weighers  appointed: 

Heavey,  William,  454;    Lownet,  John,  184 
weighers  appointed,  confirmed: 

Barry,  Edward  F.,  204-240;  Briqgs,  Theron,  172,  198 
Butler,  Windsor  P.,  204-240;  Edwards,  Paul,  29-49 
Fltnn,  Daniel  J.,  384-411;   Frost,  Wesley  Harvey,  204-240 
Grady,  John  J.,  204-240;   Harlow,  William  L.,  162-181 
Heavey,  William  F.,  454-477;   Johnson,  George,  223-248 
Keane,  Peter  B„  384-411;   Keddy,  Walter  J.  H.,  92-119 
Kelly,  William  J.,  417-433;   Lacroix,  Albert  J.,  29-49 
Lambert,  Ernest  A.,  204-240;   Lownet,  John,  86-104 
Lynch,  Michael  J„  293-315;   Maloney,  Thomas,  29-49 


Goods,  Continued 
weighers  appointed,  confirmed: 

Manchester,  Frederick,  162-181;   Mayo,  Frederick  R.,  332-341 
Ring,  Harold  J.,  204-240;  Shanahan,  John  T.,  86-104,  184-212 
Sheridan,  P.  H.,  86-104;  Sheridan,  Philip  H.,  184-212 
Smith,  Alan  W.,  92-119;   Swanson,  Bartell,  277-303 
Weitzman,  Samuel,  204-240;   Welch,  Richard  J.,  29-49 
Wells,  Howard,  29-49;   Wilbur,  George  S.,  Jr.,    77-303 


Harvard  University 

post-season  game  between  Boston  College  Athletic  Association  and 
Harvard  held  in  Harvard  stadium,  order  passed,  393,  394 

Head  House,  South  Boston 

order  for  law  department  to  draft  bill  for  transference  of  Head  House 
from  park  department  to  institutions  department  for  use  as  convales- 
cent home  passed,  68 

Health  Department 

collector  of  milk  samples:    temporary  appointment  Patrick  J.  Nee, 

368 
Commissioner  Watts  requested  to  appear  before  Council  to  answer 

certain    questions    re    operation    and    management    of     department 

order  referred  to  executive  committee,  35 
conditions   at   circus:   of   Ringling  Brothers   circus,  investigation   to 

prevent  spread  of  communicable  diseases,  order  passed,  199 
dump  nuisance:    Gallivan  blvd.,   Dorchester  Bay  and  Sydney  st., 

order  for  department  to  take  steps  to  abate  stench,  passed,  24 
health  unit,  Ward  14:    from  income  of  George  Robert  White  fund, 

order  to  establish  and  maintain,  216 
inspector  appointed:    William  E.   Carney  as  animal  inspector  for 

animals  intended  for  slaughter  for  food  purposes,  47 
Savin  Hill  health  unit:    resume  elevator  service,  order  passed,  89; 

duplicate  order  passed,  378 


Health  Units 
Savin  Hill: 

resume  elevator  service,  order  passed,  89 
duplicate  order  passed,  378 
South  Boston  health  unit:  expansion  because  of  increased  number 
of  children  in  South  Boston  housing  project,  order  passed,  460 

Hockey  and  Basket=Ball  Games 

ordinance,  Sunday  sports:   see  Ordinances,  Sunday  sports,  pages  70, 
82,  83 


Horse  Tax 

order  to  oppose  such  tax  on  use  as  means  of  transportation  on  Boston 
streets,  passed,  156,  157 

Hospital  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Hurley,  Goode,  Ward,  Wickes,  Scannell,  Langan, 
Coffey,   18 

Hospital  Department 

trustee  appointed:  Carl  Dreyfus  to  April  30,  1945,  190 
Boston  city  hospital: 

additional  salary:  trustees  of  hospital  to  give  payment  in  lieu  of 
meals  during  vacation,  order  passed,  290-message,  communication, 
293 

abolition,  pharmacists'  list:  trustees  to  inform  City  Council  the 
reason  given  by  Director  of  Civil  Service  for  abolishing  list,  order 
passed,  118 

appearance  at  executive  committee:  information  re  resignation 
of  Miss  Laura  Logan,  superintendent,  order  hospital  trustees  and 
superintendent  to  appear  rejected,  341-referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 342,  343 

east  boston  relief  station:  trustees  requested  to  keep  station  open 
on  Sundays  and  holidays  throughout  year,  order  passed,  448 

-    order  to  reopen  on  full  time  basis  as  formerly,  passed,  49 

order  to  open  on  24-hour  day  schedule,  passed,  247-message,  com- 
munication, 277 
reopen  on  a  24-hour  a  day  basis,  order  passed,  214 

exchange  transfer:  to  Highlands  or  Garrison  exchange  to  obviate 
extra  cost  for  outside  connections,  order  passed,  273 
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Hospital   Department,   Continued 
Boston  City  Hospital: 

expectant  mothers:  free  admittance  to  those  whose  husbands  are  on 
welfare  or  W.  P.  A.,  order  passed,  311,  312 

filling  position  of  superintendent  of  nurses:  recently  vacated, 
position  to  be  filled  by  Boston  resident,  order  passed,  305 

illuminated  sign  at  accident  entrance  :  trustees  to  arrange  for  sign 
passed,  363-message,  communication,  375 

inadequate  bleeping  quarters:  reimburse  employees  compelled  to 
sleep  outside  hospital  quarters,  order  passed,  312 

income  for  maintenance:  not  placing  in  sinking  fund,  order  passed, 
378-message,  communication,  399,  400 

more  nurses:  assigned  to  floor  duty,  order  passed,  99 

nurses  for  emergency  cases:  the  superintendent  to  have  nurses  on 
hand  for  emergency  cases,  order  passed,  334 

nurses,  supervisor:  Boston  City  Hospital  graduate  eligible  as  super- 
visor, order  passed,  419,  420 

provision,  illnesses  of  nurses:  incident  to  hospital  duties,  order 
passed,  pages  475,  476  of  1939  Proceedings-message,  communica- 
tion, 18 

reopening  haymarket  relief  station:  reopen  and  maintain  first- 
aid  station  with  ambulance  and  necessary  facilities  24  hours  each 
day,  including  Sundays,  order  passed,  67 

salaries  survey:  increase  to  compare  with  other  city  and  county 
employees,  order  passed,  106 

sale,  obsolete  x-ray  films:  not  required  by  hospital,  order  passed, 
141-passed,  155 

sick  leave  for  employees:  two  weeks'  leave,  order  passed,  89 

special  nurses:  for  patients  on  danger  list,  order  to  fix  responsibility 
of  superintendent  in  matter,  passed,  297 

special  nurses:  trustees  given  authority  to  appoint  nurses  to  needy 
patients,  345;  amended  to  apply  to  some  one  else  than  Dr.  Manary 
or  trustees,  order  as  amended  adopted,  346 

superintendent  of  nurses:  appointment  of  Margaret  J.  Busche, 
president  of  trustees  to  appear  at  executive  committee  meeting  to 
give  reason  for  appointment  instead  of  qualiiied  graduate  of  City 
hospital,  order  passed,  433,  434,  435  (letters  included  in  record)- 
message,  communication,  440 

time  off  FOR  employees:  equal  consideration  as  other  departments; 
also  vacation  period  payments  without  meals  deduction,  two  orders 

passed,  218-message,  communication,  254 
enforce  recent  order  of  City  Council  for  employees  of  all  city  de- 
partments, order  passed,  238 
grant  ward  maids  and  helpers  one  day  off  in  seven  instead  of  present 
schedule  of  one  day  in  fourteen,  order  passed,  439 
transfers: 

$16,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  333 

$600,  referred,  359 

$700,  referred,  389-passed,  394 

undertakers'  vehicles:  parking  of  such  vehicles  near  City  hospital, 
ordinance  prohibiting,  referred  to  ordinance  committee,  361 

WELFARE      OF      PATIENTS    PRIMARY    CONSIDERATION:     hospital     advised 

through  the  Mayor  that  in  opinion  of  City  Council  the  patients' 
welfare  is  prime  consideration,  order  referred  to  hospital  committee, 
437,  439 
Boston  City  and  Long  Island  hospitals: 

salary  for  internes:  to  allow  salary  of  $200  per  year,  order  passed, 
291 
Carney  hospital,  South  Boston:  order  to  provide  proper  ambulance 

facilities,  passed,  150 
Floating  hospital:  establishment  through  George  Robert  White  Fund, 

order  to  consider,  passed,  198 
Long  Island  hospital:  complete  renovation  of  bedding,  sanitize  lav- 
atories as  W.  P.  A.  project,  order  passed,  314 

Hurley,  William  F.,  Councilor,  Ward  8 

ward  area:  South  End  and  Roxbury 
amendment: 

study  of  assessments,  Ward  22,  350 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  hospitals,  license  fees,  public  welfare,  public  lands,  18 
parks  and  playgrounds,  21 
improvements,  Ward  8: 
Albion  St.,  242 
Burrell  St.,  242 
City  Hospital  entrances,  201 
Clarence  St.,  242 
Fort  Point  Channel,  201 
Greenville  St.,  242 
Harrison  ave.,  363 

junction,  Burrell  and  Clifton  sts.,  374 
Langdon  St.,  242 
Lovedeed  ct.,  218 
Marshall  St.,  242 


Hurley,  William  F.,  Councilor,  Ward  8,  Continued 

improvements,  Ward  8: 

Marshfield  St.,  242 

North  and  Brook  aves.,  374 

Palmer  and  Winslow  sts.,  330 

Pond  St.,  355 

Robey  St.,  242 

Rockford  St.,  242 

Shirley  St.,  242 

Vine  and  Forest  sts.,  330 

Winthrop  to  Dudley  St.,  242 

Woodward  ave.,  242 
motion:  operation  of  certain  "beano"  games,  237 
orders: 

accident  entrance,  City  hospital,  363 

amendments  to  civil  service  regulations,  459 

appointment  of  Margaret  J.  Busche,  431 

appointment  of  temporary  help,  218 

assignment  of  officers  for  traffic  duty  on  Albany  St.,  275 

expansion,  food  stamp  plan,  395  (with  Councilor  Goode) 

holiday  for  American  Legion  parade,  335  (with  Councilor  M.  Sullivan) 

housing  unit,  Ward  8,  20 

improvement  of  Randolph  Street  playground,    100   (with  Councilor 
Russo) 

improvement,  William  Eustis  playground,  20 

information  requested  from  traffic  commissioner,  290 

listing  temporary  city  employees,  120 

low-cost  subsidized  housing  plan,  395  (with  Councilor  Goode) 

more  city  hospital  nurses,  99 

notice  to  Councilors  of  hearings,  281 

police  supervision  at  football  games,  373 

postponement   of  civil  service  regulation   changes,   450,   451    (with 
Councilor  Fish) 

proposed  revision,  civil  service  rules,  447 

repair  benches,  Blackstone  pk.,  301  (with  Councilor  D.  F.  Sullivan) 

roping  off  streets,  April  13,  106 

roping  off  streets,  Legion  convention,  346 

roping  off  streets,  South  End  Boys'  Club,  218 

salary  for  City  hospital  employees  during  vacation,  290  (with  Coun- 
cilors M.  Sullivan,  Goode) 

salary  for  City  hospital  internes,  291  (with  Councilors  Galvin,  Goode 

schools  for  draft  registration,  362  (with  Councilor  Fish) 

sewerage  system,  South  End,  150  (with  Councilor  D.  Sullivan) 

site  for  Federal  Housing  project,  Ward  8,  275 

survey,  city  hospital  salaries,  106 

survey  for  proposed  municipal  stadium,  119,  120 

time  off  for  hospital  employees,  238  (with  Councilors  D.  F.  and  M.  H 
Sullivan) 

time  off,  hospital  employees,  439 

unemployment    compensation    branch    office,    Roxbury,    71     (with 
Councilors  Carey  and  D.  Sullivan) 

welfare  unit,  Ward  8,  90;  361 
question  of  privilege:  criticism  of  sports  writer,  213 
remarks: 

abolition  of  pharmacists'  list,  city  hospital,  118 

amendments  to  civil  service  regulations,  459,  460 

appointment,  Margaret  J.  Busche,  431 

assignment  of  offices  for  traffic  duty  on  Albany  St.,  275,  276 

city  hospital  trustees  and  superintendent  before  executive  committee, 
enclosing  letter  from  Doctor  Manary,  343 

criticism  of  sports  writer,  213 

housing  unit,  Ward  8,  20 

liquor  license  notification,  459 

more  Boston  city  hospital  nurses,  99 

municipal  parking  spaces,  381 

notice  to  Councilors  of  hearings,  281,  282,  283,  381 

police  supervision  at  football  games,  373 

postponement  of  civil  service  regulation  changes,  451 

proposed  revision  of  civil  service  rules,  447 

reports  of  committees,  executive,  155 

reports  of  committees,  ordinances,  83 

rescission,  taxicab  order,  70,  71 

retention  of  Dr.  Timothy  Leary,  242 

salary  for  internes  at  City  hospital,  291 

sewerage  system,  South  End,  150  (with  Councilor  Sullivan) 

survey  for  proposed  municipal  stadium,  120 

survey  of  city  hospital  salaries,  106 

time  off,  hospital  employees,  439 

welfare  unit,  Ward  8,  361 
resolution: 

retention  of  Dr.  Timothy  Leary,  242 


Hutchinson, Edward  A.,  Councilor,  Ward  13 

ward  area:  Dorchester,  north 
committee  appointments: 

escort  to  President  Galvin,  15 

executive,    license   fees,    public   safety,    tax   title   property,    claim 
finance,  soldiers'  relief,  18 
chairman  pro  tem:  137  to  139 
amendment: 

assignment  of  officers  for  traffic  duty  on  Albany  st.,  276 
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between  Victoria  and  Pearl  sts.,  201 


lutchinson,  Edward  A.,  Councilor,  Ward  13,  Continued 

improvements,  Wards  12,  13,  14,  18,  22: 

change  name  of  Blue  Hill  ave.  to  Louis  D.  Brandeis  blvd.,  275  (with 
Councilors  Gottlieb,  Goode,  Taylor,  M.  Sullivan) 
improvements,  Ward  13: 

all  streets,    160 

Brook  ave.,  84 

Dacia  st.,  99 

Crescent  ave.,  474 

Davitt  St.,  43 

Denny  st.,  43 

Dewey  st.,  50 

Dewey  st.,  99 

Dorchester  ave., 

Downer  ave.,  91 

Downey  ave.,  50 

fence,  John  Winthrop  playground,  234 

Hartland  St.,  99 

Hesston  ter.,  177 

Ingleside  st.,  160 

installation,  electric  lights,  Ward  13,  24 

Maryland  st.,  216 

Mayfield  st.,  91 

Newport  St.,  99  » 

Quincy  St.,  474 

removal  of  broken  glass,  Ward  13,  201 

Romsey  St.,  43 

Savin  Hill  ave.,  301;  474 

Spring  Garden  st.,  43 

(No.  34)  Sudan  st.,  474 

Victor  St.,  84 

Whitby  ter.,  177 
motion : 

reports  of  committees  public  lands,  395 
orders: 

abatement  of  dump  nuisance,  24 

additional  police  officers,  391  (with  Councilors  Scannell  and  Linehan) 

ambulance,  Dorchester  district,  201 

application  for  non-support  by  welfare  applicants,  176,  177 

buses  to  Carson  beach,  220 

construction,  playground,  Ward  13,  50 

enlarging  vocational  training  classes,  354 

five-cent  fare,  Elevated  to  beaches,  302 

installation,  equipment  for  playgrounds,  154 

oil  farm  near  Columbia  station,  473  (with  Councilor  Wickes) 

opposition  to  Ocean  Terminal  Company's  permit  for  fuel  storage,  290 

playground,  Ward  13,  382 

race  track  breakage  for  state,  438 

replacing  sedans  by  coupes  for  police,  446 

resanding  Savin  Hill  beach,  251 

sanding  Savin  Hill  beach,  99 

start  of  Evacuation  Day  parade  in  Ward  13,  68 

transfer  of  telephones,  city  hospital,  273 

Youth  center,  Ward  13,  52 
remarks: 

abatement  of  dump  nuisance,  24 

additional  police  officers,  391 

Americanization  Bureau  reconsideration,  291 

application  for  non-support  by  welfare  applicants,  176,177 

automatic  signals,  Ward  13,  474 

oil  farm  near  Columbia  station,  474 

race  track  breakages  for  state,  438 

employment  of  citizens  at  Suffolk  Downs  track,  229 

enlarging  vocational  training  classes,  354,  355 

health  unit,  Ward  15,  457 

investigation,  issuance  of  snow  buttons,  64 

low-cost  housing  plan,  395 

motion  to  go  into  executive  session,  242 

officials  paid  by  Housing  Authority,  84 

opposition  to  Ocean  Terminal  Company's  permit  for  storage  of  fuel, 
290 

replacing  sedans  by  coupes  for  police,  446 

reports  of  committees,  executive,  19 

reports  of  committees,  ordinances,  83 

sale,  land  on  Old  Centre  St.,  415 
resolutions: 

health  unit,  Dorchester  district,  234,  235  (with  Councilors  Gottlieb, 
Kelley,  Fish,  Wicke3) 
unanimous  consents: 

re-election,  David  I.  Walsh,  392 

support  of  President  Galvin,  15 

Hyde  Park  Athletic  Field 

in  Hyde  Park:  naming  field  in  section,  third  request,  message  and 
communication,  filed,  253 


Idle  Factories  for  National  Defense  Work 

use  to  furnish  employment:  Massachusetts  Congressional  Delegation 
to  suggest  a  program  to  furnish  work  for  idle  citizens,  order  passed, 
350 


Index  Commissioners 

nonresident  superintendent:  budget  commissioners  withhold  ap- 
proval, order  referred  to  executive  committee,  179-passed,  181- 
message,  communication,  186 

transfers  within  departmental  appropriations:  $975,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  377 

Industrial  Insurance  Charges 

preambles  and  resolutions  for  legislation  to  reduce  rates  on  such  in- 
surance, reduce  amount  to  be  regulated  and  limited  and  each  policy 
to  carry  cash  surrender  value  within  three  years  after  issuance  of 
policy,  resolution  passed,  445,  446 

Inhalator,  Rowboat  and  Outboard  Motor  Boat 

at  Carson  beach  and  L  Street  bath  houses,  see  Park  Department,  Carson 
beach  and  L  Street  bath  houses  or  page  40 

Institutions  Department 

investigation:  of  unsanitary  condition  of  beds  and  lavatories,  order 

passed,  314 
Long  Island  married  employees:  to  allow  employees  to  live  at  home 

and  to  receive  $400  now  allowed  for  living  essentials,  order  passed, 

313 
sale,  horses  and  equipment:  at  Long  Island  hospital  to  be  replaced 

by  automobiles,  189,  190-passed,  197 
transfers: 

park  department  to  institutions,  order  to  draft  bill  transferring 
custody  of  Head  House,  South  Boston,  for  use  as  convalescent 
home,  passed,  68 

$4,400  steamer  "Stephen  J.  O'Meara,"  message  and  order,  352 

Interviewing  Rooms  for  Councilors 

order  for  interviewing  rooms  in  city  hall  to  be  provided  with  telephone, 
desk  and  chairs,  referred  to  rules  committee,  21-recommending 
reference  to  executive  committee,  51-passed,  52 

Investigation 

East  Boston  slaughter  house:  order  to  investigate  granting  of 
permits  by  attorneys,  232,233 


Jamaica  PIain=RoslindaIe  District  Municipal  Stadium 

order  for  survey  for  suitable  site,  passed,  40 

Jenny  Manufacturing  Company 

track  location  granted  for  spur  track  across  D  st.,  South  Boston,  notice 
filed,  38 

Johnson  Memorial 

at  entrance  to  Fenway:  clean  andTepair  memorial,  order  passed,  416- 
message,  communication,  estimate  $435,  453 

Jurors  Drawn 

Grand  Jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court:  (5)  14;    (4)  19;    (22)  223; 

(5)  306;   (108)  364;   (22)  425 
Superior  Civil  Court:  (142)14,15;   (35)19;    (148)45;   (55)53;   (161) 

81;    (97)  122;    (145)  183;    (91)  306;    (89)  336;    (25)  356;  (127)  398; 

(35)425;    (116)  425 
Superior  Criminal  Court:  (84)  14;     (4)  19;     (89)  45;     (88)  80,  81; 

(85)  122;    (80)  183;    (61)  223;    (51)  277;    (66)  306;    (83)  336;    (105) 

364;  (102)  398;  (87)  425 

Jury  List 

order  to  print  and  prepare  for  balloting,  passed,  271 


Kelly,  John  B.,  Councilor,  Ward  15 

ward  area:  Dorchester,  north  central 
committee  appointments: 

escort  to  President  Galvin,  15 

executive,  building  code,  tax  title  property,  finance,  Parkman  Fund, 
printing,  18 
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Kelly,  John  B.,  Councilor,  Ward  15,  Continued 
chairman,  pro  tern:  154-160 
improvements,  Ward  15: 

Blakeville  St.,  44,  363 

Clarkson  St.,  165 

Duncan  st.,  335 

Duncan  st.,  374  (with  Councilor  Gottlieb) 

Fox  st.,  165 

Fox  and  Percival  sts.  corner,  177 

Homes  ave.,  44 

In  wood  St.,  44 

Kane  sq.,  237 

Kane  St.,  476 

Longfellow  st.,  44,  165 

Maryland  st.,  165 

Norton  St.,  165 

Olney  St.,  44 

motions: 

sale,  land  in  Brighton  (Temple  B'nai  Moshe),  412 
suspension  of  rule  for  passage  of  order,  157 

orders: 

abolition  of  pharmacists'  list,  city  hospital,  118,  159 

appointment  of  additional  firemen,  313 

appointment  additional  police  officers,  274  (with  Councilor  Fish) 

appointment,  Margaret  J.  Busche,  433 

bleachers,  Ronan  pk.,  347 

bonds  of  East  Boston  traffic  tunnel,  237 

calls  for  substitute  teachers,  393 

car  stop  safety  zone,  Ward  15,  167 

closing  city  hall  on  Good  Friday,  81 

conference  with  finance  commission,  139 

cross  lines,  Winter  and  Bowdoin  sts.,  Ward  15 

equipping  police  automobiles  with  sirens,  302 

financial   condition,   Boston   Elevated,    137    (with   Councilors   Fish, 
Wickes) 

health  unit,  Ward  15,  456 

Hyde  Park  railroad  service,   191    (with  Councilors  Goode,  Galvin, 
Fish,  Coffey,  Sullivan) 

information   requested   from   finance   commission   re  snow   removal, 
135,  136 

King's  Chapel  and  Old  Granary  burying  grounds,  177 

names  of  persons  receiving  snow  buttons,  80 

naming  William  F.  O'Brien  sq.,  90 

notification  to  councilors  of  hearings,  381 

number,  men  working  on  snow  removal,  80 

operation,  Boston,  Revere  Beach  and  Lynn  Railroad,  25 

payment  to  city  employees  during  training,  363 

rentals  paid  by  Boston  Elevated,  194,  195  (with  Councilors  Taylor, 
Fish) 

reopening  nutrition  classes,  370 

Ronan  pk..  Ward  15,  202 

roping  off  streets,  202 

sale  of  properties  for  1938  unpaid  taxes,  50 
points   of   information:  superintendent   of   nurses,   appointment   of 

Margaret  J.  Busche,  435 
points  of  order:  re-establish  local  fares  on  Boston  Elevated,  284 
remarks : 

abolition  of  pharmacists'  list,  city  hospital,  118 

appointment,  additional  police  officers,  274 

appointment,  Margaret  J.  Busche,  433 

automatic  signals,  Ward  13,  474 

calls  for  substitute  teachers,  393 

equipping  police  autos  with  siren,  302 

health  unit,  Ward  15,  456 

information   requested  from     finance   commission   re  snow   removal, 

135 
King's  Chapel  and  Old  Granary  grounds,  177 
notification  to  councilors  of  hearings,  381 
oil  farm  near  Columbia  station,  474 

operation,  Boston,  Revere  Beach  and  Lynn  Railroad,  25 
re-establishment,  local  five-cent  fares  on  Boston  Elevated,  285 
registration  for  snow  removal  work,  406 
rentals  paid  by  Boston  Elevated,  196 
reopening  nutrition  classes,  370 
reports  of  committee,  executive,  197,  288 
sale,  properties  for  unpaid  1938  taxes,  50,  51 
warrant  for  payment  of  Elevated  deficit,  175,  176 
resolutions: 

health  unit,  Dorchester  district,  234,  235  (with  Councilors  Gottlieb, 

Fish,  Wickes,  Hutchinson) 
interpretation,  civil  service  laws  by  attorney-general,  157 
warrant  for  payment  of  Elevated  deficit,  175  (with  Councilors  Taylor 
and  Fish) 
statements:  snow  removal  situation,  167,  168,  169 
unanimous  consents: 

appointment  to  bench,  Probate  Court,  of  former  Councilor  Robert 

Gardiner  Wilson,  Jr.,  406 
re-election,  David  I.  Walsh,  393 
superintendent  of  nurses,  city  hospital,  446 
support  of  President  Galvin,  15 
vote  doubt:  land  in  Brighton  (Temple  B'nai  Moshe),  412 


King's  Chapel  and  Old  Granary  Burying  Grounds 

law  department  to  oppose  any  legislative  enactment  providing  for 
erection  of  buildings  on  grounds  and  removal  of  remains  of  deceased 
persons,  order  passed,  177 


Labor  and  Industries  Department  of  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts 

communication  relative  to  food  prices  in  Boston,  filed,  472 

Land  Exchange 

Shawmut  Realty  Trust  and  City  of  Boston:  on  Norway  and  Dalton 
streets,  report  favorable,  order  passed,  451 

Langan,  James  M.,  Councilor,  Ward  19 

ward  area:  Jamaica  Plain  and  Roslindale,  east 
temporary  chairman:  45  to  52;   277-292 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  chairman;  building  code,  hospitals,  public  safety,  legisla- 
tive, ordinances,  prison  inspection,  rules,  18 
improvements:  Ward  19 

all  possible  streets,  252 

(John  A.)  Andrew  St.,  347 

Arborway  at  Pond  st.,  301 

Archdale  rd.,  89,   252 

Brewer  St.,  216 

Bishop  St.,  273 

Call  st.  409,  (with  Councilor  Englert) 

Centre  St.,  422  (offered  by  Councilor  Gottlieb) 

Chestnut  sq.,  166,  216 

Cheshire  st.,  383 

Cummins  Highway  at  Hyde  Park  ave.,  26  (with  Councilor  Goode) 

Eastland  rd.,  166 

Eliot  st.,  216 

Elven  rd.,  152 

Enfield  St.,  179,   216 

Grover  st.  179,  (by  Councilor  Lyons) 

Halliday  St.,  166 

Herbert  St.,  166,  463 

Hawthorne  St.,  90 

Hubbard  St.,  216 

Lindall  St.,  347 

Lochstead  ave.,  314 

Mahler  St.,  409 

Malcolm  rd.,  238 

Moraine  and  Centre  sts,  Jamaica  Plain,  301 

(junction)  Moraine  st.  and  South  Huntington  ave.,  252 

Myrtle  St.,  106 

Newbern  St.,  347 

Pond  St.,  347,  355 

Southbourne  rd.,  166 

Sumner  ave.,  138  (with  Councilor  Lyons) 

Warren  sq.,  300 

Westbourne  rd.,  166 
motions:  sale,  land  on  Old  Centre  St.,  414 
orders: 

adoption  of  1939  rules  as  temporary  rules  of  Council,  15 

appointment  of  special  committees,  18 

branch  unemployment  office,  64  (with  Councilor  Englert) 

bus  shelter,  Ward  19,  422  (offered  by  Councilor  Gottlieb) 

changing  name  Westbourne  rd.  to  Westbourne  circle,  238 

cleaning  statues,  314 

committee  to  prepare  and  report  rules  for  present  Council,  15 

extra  compensation  to  W.  P.  A.  workers,  477 

flooding  Healy  playground,  20  (with  Councilor  Lyons) 

Healy  field  and  Carolina  ave.     playgrounds,    252    (with    Councilor 
Englert) 

issuance  of  permits  to  children,  40 

leave  for  veterans   during   Legion   convention,  344  (with   Councilors 
M.  H.  Sullivan,  Galvin) 

municipal  stadium,  Jamaica  Plain,  40 

printing  "Municipal  Register"  26  (with  Councilor  Lyons) 

recreation  center,  Ward  19,  238 

repairs,   Carolina  ave.   playground,   166,  Ward   19    (with  Councilor 
Englert) 

replacing  flagpoles,  Soldiers'  Monument,  Jamaica  Plain,  330 

rescission,  taxicab  order  70  (with  Councilor  Lyons) 

roping  off  streets,  April  6,  86  (with  Councilors  Lyons,  Englert,  Carey, 
Goode) 

rules  of  City  Council,  15  (2  orders) 

use,  school  yard,  Chestnut  ave.  and  Boylston  st.,  138  (by  Councilor 
Lyons) 
points  of  information:  reports  of  committees,  executive,  221 
remarks: 

American  Bureau  reconsideration,  291 

button  system  in  snow  removal,  66 
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Langan,  James  M.,  Councilor,  Ward  19,  Continued 


remarks: 

Chair's  ruling  on  Federal  Housing,  52 
notices  to  Councilors  of  hearings,  282 
sale,  land  on  Old  Centre  st.,  413,  414 
welfare  unit,  Ward  8,  361 

statements  by  unanimous  consent: 
cooperation  with  new  members,  13 
notices  to  Councilors  of  hearings,  283 
re-election,  David  I.  Walsh,  393 
tribute  to  Mayor  Tobin,  170,  171 


Law  Department 

corporation  counsel:  appoint  a  Democrat  as  counsel,  order  passed,  215 

temporary  corporation  counsel:  Wilfred  J.  Doyle  vice  Henry  Park- 
man,  Jr.,  resigned,  149 

Boston  citizens  on  dormitory  work:  on  Long  Island,  order  to  em- 
ploy, passed,  page  471  of  1939  Proceedings-message,  communication, 
92 

buttons  for  snow  shovelling:  given  by  Councilors,  order  for  opinion, 
passed,  23,  24-message,  communication  filed,  54 

constitutionality  of  occupational  tax:  information  re  assessment  on 
all  non-residents,  order  passed,  202-message,  communication,  204 

Counsel  to  oppose  any  legislative  enactment  providing  for  erection  of 
buildings  on  King's  Chapel  and  Old  Granary  burying  grounds,  and 
removal  of  deceased  persons'  remains,  order  passed,  177 

double  salaries:  objection  to  earning  several  salaries,  order  for  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  to  confer  to  institute  new  laws  governing,  passed,  99 

erection  of  billboards:  authority,  if  any,  of  city  to  control  or  limit 
location  or  number  in  Boston,  order  passed,  181-message,  communi- 
cation, 210 

Head  House,  South  Boston:  order  to  draft  bill  for  transfer  from  park 
department  to  institutions,  for  use  as  convalescent  home,  passed,  68 

insurance  policies:  law  department  to  urge  Legislature  to  enact  laws 
to  enable  old  age  benefit  recipients  to  retain  $300  life  insurance,  order 
passed,  448-message,  communication,  471 

Mothers'  Aid  insurance  allowance:  law  department  bill  for  increase 
in  .allowance  for  widows,  order  passed,  407 

opinion,  distribution  of  snow  buttons:  legality  of  distribution  by 
City  Councilors,  order  passed,  65 

publication  of  liquor  licenses:  enactment  of  legislation  making  noti- 
fication of  applications  and  hearings  mandatory,  also  the  posting  of 
license  from  licensing  board,  orders  passed,  194 

re-naturalization:  opinion  concerning  possibility  of  naturalization 
department  for  Boston,  order  passed,  289,  290 

sale  and  use,  air  rifles:  within  authority  of  City  Council  to  prohibit 
in  Boston  as  menace  to  public,  order  for  information,  passed,  175— 
message,  communication,  244 

settlement  with  Arthur  F.  Clark:  refusal  to  accept  proposed  settle- 
ment, order  passed,  245,  246 

stockholders'  dividends:  to  be  abolished  until  Boston  Elevated  shows 
gain  instead  of  deficit,  order  passed,  149 

tax  abatement  legislation:  draft  bill  for  coming  session  legislature, 
order  passed,  200 

property  trarfsfer  procedure:  from  school  department  to  park  de- 
partment for  playground  purposes,  order  for  legal  opinion,  passed,  51 

Union  Freight  Railroad  franchise:  best  method  of  abrogating  fran- 
chise requested  from  Corporation  Counsel,  as  congestion  interfered 
with  fire  department's  duties  at  a  recent  fire,  order  passed,  51,  52 
widening  and  repaving  Dorchester  ave.:  to  draft  bill  for  incoming 
legislature  to  widen  Dorchester  ave.  to  eliminate  bottleneck  at  Broad- 
way, order  passed,  438 


(Abbott)  Lawrence  Estate 

fifth  account  of  trustees  received,  297 
notice  of  petition  for  instructions,  filed,  324 


Leary,  Dr.  Timothy 

resolution  that  Council  as  County  Commissioners  advise  his  retention 
as  Medical  Examiner  of  Southern  District  of  Suffolk  County,  passed, 
242 


League  of  Women  Voters 

order  not  to  discuss  in  City  Council  motions  or  ideas  from  League 
unless  such  motions  or  ideas  are  constructive  to  Boston,  order  ruled 
out  of  order,  465 

statement  by  Councilor  Gottlieb  re  criticism  of  League,  461,  462,  463 


Leases 

Cottage  pi.  school: 

land  lease  by  Boston  Society  of  Redemptorist  Fathers  for  playground 
purposes,  order  for  lease  one  dollar  annually,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  389-passed,  394 

requesting  authority  to  lease  for  use  of  Boston  Police  Post  No.  151 , 
filed,   230 

order  as  above,  passed,  248 


Legislative  Acts,  Bills,  General  Laws 

Acts  1914,  chapter  324,  section  1:  application  of  surplus  income  to 
meet  interest  and  sinking  fund  requirements  on  loans,  94 

Bill  under  General  Laws:  Corporation  Counsel  to  draft  for  presen- 
tation to  next  Legislature  prohibiting  publication  of  obscene  litera- 
ture, passed,  233-message,  communication,  253 

General  Laws  relative  to  tax  exemptions:  assessing  board  and 
corporations  and  taxation  commission  to  have  printed  on  all  property 
listings  and  bills  the  rights  given  owners  under  General  Laws,  order 
passed,  48 

Laborers'  Retirement  Act:  petition  under  Act  for  retirement  of 
Timothy  J.  Sullivan,  64 

Revised  Ordinances,  1925:  amendment  allowing  use  of  firemen  in 
emergencies,  message  and  ordinance  referred  to  ordinances  com- 
mittee, 60 


Legislative  Matters  Committee 

members:    Councilors  Ward,  Langan,  Taylor,  Shattuck,  Coffey,  18 

Library  Department 

organization:    for  ensuing  year,  Frank  W.  Buxton,  president;    Louis 

E.  Kirstein,  vice  president;   Elizabeth  B.  Brockunier,  clerk,  212 
trustee  appointed:   Frank  W.  Buxton  to  April  30,  1945,  190 
branch  library:   Egleston  sq.,  Ward  11,  order  to  consider  establishing, 

passed,   38-message,   communication,    125 
branch  library:   Grove  street  section,  order  to  provide  in  1940  budget 

for  establishment  in  abandoned  school  house,  Washington  and  Stim- 

son  sts.,  passed,  28 
Roxbury  Crossing  branch:  at  corner  Ruggles  and  Tremont  sts.,  order 

to  reopen,  passed,  166-message,  communication,  208 

Licenses  and  Permits 

bootblacks:   38,  88,  163,  212,  271,  334,  368 

child  performer  permits  to  be  issued  between  City  Council  meetings 

provided  such  permits  are  approved  by  the  Mayor  and  three  members 

of  rules  committee,  order  passed,  40 
child  performers'  petitions: 

Arena,   Armando,   240 

Astle,  Alice  M.,  212-220 

Boone,   Hazel,   64-68 

Braithwaite,  Ina,  241 

Breiding,  Viola  K.,  212-220 

Brown,  Georgine  G.,  245-248 

Brown,  Stanley  E.,  211-220 

Butman,  Margaret  E.,  241 

Campbell,  Mary,  241 

Carew,  Madeleine  A.,  260-273 

Carney,  Ellen  F.,  241 

Challoff,  Margaret,  241 

Chiampa,  Lillian  A.,  245-248 

Coimar  Club,  Inc.,  163-166 

Connell,  M.  Theresa,  240 

Cross,  Doris,  212-220 

da  Camara,  Palmyra,  241 

Daly,  Lola  M.,  212-220 

Danbridge-Harris,  Doris,  241 

Davenport,  Mildred,  190 

De  Cordova,  Leopold,  241 

Demiyian,  John,  245-248 

Dickson,  Katharine,  240 

Dolan,  Gertrude,  240,  241 

Ecker,  James  A.,  211-220 

Evacuation  Committee  Celebration,  78-84 

Evans  Dixon  School,  241 

Forster,  Estelle  A.,  245-248 

Gardner,  Anna  B.,  240 

Gegan,  Ethel  M.,  260-273 

Green,  Frieda,  241 

Hall,  Lucille  Perry,  174-181 

Hamilton,  Florence,  260-273 

Haviland,  Katherine  L.,  128-137 

Hodel,  Charles  I.,  281-285 

Hogan,  Lavinia  A.,  240 

Jenkins,  Caroline  C,  240 

Jewish  Children's  School,  174-181 

Jones,  Doris  W.,  240 
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Licenses  and  Permits,  Continued 
child  performers'  petitions: 

Kehoe,  Marie,  240 

KeUeher,  Edith  E.,  March  10  and  31,  78-84 

KeUeher,  Leo  J.,  and  Edith  E.,  64  (2  petitions),  64-68 

Lane,  Maude  P.,  241 

Leavis,  Edith  M.,  212-220 

Leeman,  Adrienne  K.,  245-248 

Livingston,  Marie  Ryan,  163-166 

Lyons,  Esther,  260-273 

MacGrath,  Leona,  241 

McShane,  Ruth  M.(  190-197 

Mooradian,  John,  241 

Muscanto,  Mildred,  240 

New  England  Conservatory  of  Music,  241 

O'Gorman,  Katherine  D„  163-166 

Page,  Jean,  174-181 

Paporello,  Maria,  190-197 

Ring,  Mary  E.,  245-248 

Riseman,  Rita,  240 

Roberts,  Doris  R.,  260-273 

Schlosberg,  Eva,  240 

Scott,  Shirley  N.,  212-220 

Simpson,  Harold  B.,  211-220 

Skating  Club  of  Boston,  78-84 

Viles,  Lilla  Frances,  211-200 

Wagner,  Dorothy  M.,  245-248 

Warden,  Phyllis,  240  « 

Wilson,  Howard,  163-166 

Winchus,  Mrs.,  J.  A.,  35-granted,  43 

Wyman,  Lilla  Viles,  190-197 
driveway  openings:    19,  21,  27,  34,  35,  38,  43,  47,  71,  86,  88,  96,  119, 

128,  148,  149,  154,  163,  181,  190,  245,  248,  296,  315,  333,  335,  341, 

352,  380,  460 
legislation    for    liquor    licenses:     law   department   to    prepare   bills 

making  it  mandatory  to  publish  lists  of  applicants  and  hearings, 

also  to  oblige  the  posting  of  license  from  license  board,  orders  passed, 

194 
newsboys:  38,  88,  163,  212,  271,  334,  368 
Sunday  sports  petitions: 

Boston  American  League  Baseball  Company,  96-granted,  102-bond 
received,  128-message,  communication,  339 

Boston   American    League   Baseball   Company,    Fenway   pk.,    352- 
passed,  363 

National  League  Baseball  Club,  96-granted,  109-bond  received,  108 

transient  vendors:    (2)   163;   231 

violation,  ordinance  for  Sunday  baseball:    order  to  investigate  re 

Boston  American  League  Baseball  Company  at  Fenway  pk.  passed, 

315,  316 


License  Fees 

members:  Councilors  Scannell,  Hurley,  Hutchinson,  Wickes,  Russo,  18 
petitions:    see  Driveway  Openings 
reports:   299,  327,  380,  449 

License  Votes,  1940 

license,  alcoholic  beverages:  203,389  rum,  yes;  50,545  rum,  no; 
197,069  wines,  yes;  43,649  wines,  no;  203,609  packages,  yes;  38,536 
packages,  no-report  filed,  418 

Licenses  Committee 

members:    Councilors  Fish,  Lyons,  Englert  and  Russo 

petitions:    19,  47,  88,  96,  128,  174,  190,  211,  212,  260,  281,  323,  340, 

368,  430 
reports:  27,  38,  88,  134,  154,  167,  181,  198,  335,  353,  410,  475 

Licensing  Bureau 

quarters:    provide  in  city-owned  building,  order  passed, 1512 
transfers: 

$89  referred  to  executive  committee,  352 
$400  referred,  389-passed,  394 

Life  Insurance  Policies 

old  age  and  welfare  recipients:  order  to  continue  policies  without 
being  penalized,  passed,  297,  298-message,  communication,  337 

Linehan,  Thomas  E.,  Councilor,  Ward  7 
ward  area:  South  Boston,  south 

committee  appointments:  executive,  unclaimed  baggage,  county 
accounts,   Parkman   Fund,   printing,    18 


Linehan,  Thomas  E.,  Councilor,  Ward  7,  Continued 

improvements,  Ward  7: 

Andrew  sq.,  420 

Andrew  sq.  traffic  circle,  Casimir  Pulaski,  450 

Belden  st.,  218 

Bellflower  st.,  118,  281 

Reverend  Richard  A.  Burke  st.,  407 

naming  street  for  Dr.  Belle  Scott  Carmody,  218 

Columbia  st.,  397 

Dawes  st.,  118 

No.  769  Dorchester  ave.,  281 

Dorchester  st.,  251 

Dorset  St.,  118,  239 

Dorset  st.,  Nos.  29  and  45,  etc.,  408 

East  Eighth  St.,  363 

East  Fourth  St.,  118 

East  Seventh  st.,  118,  397 

Ellery  st.,  118 

Herbert  W.  J.  Fitzgerald  sq.,  330 

Glover  st.,  218 

Howell  st.,  118 

K  street,  354 

Frederick  W.  Mealy  sq.,  239 

Reverend  Patrick  B.  Murphy  sq.,  450  (with  Councilor  Scannell) 

N  street,  118 

O  street,  118 

Old  Harbor  st.,  118 

Pond  st.  and  Columbia  rd.,  313 

Rogers  St.,  118 

Roseclair  st.,  118 

Thomas  pk.,  118 

Von  Hillern  St.,  397 

Washburn  st.,  118 

West  Fifth  st.,  374 

West  Seventh  St.,  118 

West  Sixth  st.,  118 
motion :  take  registry  department  transfer  from  table,  241 
objection:  next  meeting,  374 
orders: 

additional  police  officers,  391  (with  Councilors  Scannell,  Hutchinson) 

ambulance  facilities,  Carney  hospital,  150  (with  Councilor  Scannell) 

benches,  Strandway,  Columbus  and  Marine  pks.,  314  (with  Councilor 
Scannell) 

Bocce  alleys,  Columbus  pk.,  219 

bridge  curbing,  Columbia  circle,  Ward  7,  118 

Charles  E.  Mackey  circle,  200  (with  Councilor  Scannell) 

close  South  Boston  evening  school  center,  407  (with  Councilor  Scan- 
nell) 

Columbus  Stadium  and  Strandway  pk.  improvements,  137 

correction  of  spelling  of  Frederick  W.  Mealey  sq.,  313 

custody  of  Head  House,  South  Boston,  68  (with  Councilor  Scannell) 

elementary  school,  Old  Harbor  Village,  302 

Evacuation  Day  parade  (3  orders)  67  (with  Councilor  Scannell) 

Evacuation  Day  parade  route,  84  (with  Councilor  Scannell) 

expansion  South  Boston  health  unit  facilities,  460   (with  Councilor 
Scannell) 

fee  to  non-residents,  L  street  bath  house,  152  (with  Councilors  Goode, 
Scannell) 

housing  unit,  lower  end  of  South  Boston,  154  (with  Councilor  Scan- 
ner!) 

information  re  tax  abatements,  219.  220 

installation  loud  speaking  system,  L  st.  bath  house,  298  (with  Coun- 
cilors Scannell,  M.  Sullivan,  Goode) 

life-saving  apparatus  at  bath  houses,  40  (with  Councilor  Scannell) 

marker,  first  school  for  blind,  347  (with  Councilor  Scannell) 

municipal  gymnasium,  South  Boston,  84  (with  Councilor  Scannell) 

number   of   days'   work   for   welfare   recipients,   81    (with   Councilo 
Scannell) 

occupational  tax  on  non-residents,  202 

overhead  pedestrian  ramp,  68 

parks  and  playgrounds  in  proper  condition,  420 

patrolling  South  Boston  beaches,  28  (with  Councilor  Scannell) 

playing  field,  Columbus  Stadium,  49,  50 

recreational  center,  South  Boston,  39  (with  Councilor  Scannell) 

resanding  South  Boston  beaches,  137 

restoration,  nutrition  classes  in  schools,  354  (with  Councilor  Scannell) 

safety  curbs  on  bridges,  24  (with  Councilor  Scannell) 

skeleton  force,  March  16,  89  (with  Councilor  M.  H.  Sullivan) 

stamp  distributing  station,  Ward  7,  407 

superintendent   of   nurses   a   Boston   resident,    305    (with    Councilor 
Scannell) 

tennis  courts,  Columbus  pk.,  Ward  7,  303 

traffic  signs  for  protection  of  blind,  234  (with  Councilor  Scannell) 

use  by  public  of  South  Boston  High  school  gymnasium,  39,  40  (with 
Councilor  Scannell) 

use  of  White  Fund  for  recreational  centers,  157 

widening  Dorchester  ave.,  438  (with  Councilor  Scannell) 

Youth  Center,  South  Boston,  191  (with  Councilor  Scannell) 
points  of  information: 

disposition  of  George  Robert  White  Fund,  451 

election,  stenographer-clerk,  418,  419 

reports  of  committees,  appropriations,  budget  for  1940,  114,  115 

reports  of  committees,  executive,  221 

sale,  land  on  Old  Centre  st.,  413 

taxicab  situation,  44 

unfinished  business,  appointment,  303 


! 
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LYONS 


Linehan,  Thomas  E.,  Councilor,  Ward  7,  Continued 

points  of  order: 

reports  of  committees,  executive,  221 

statement  by  Councilor  Linehan,  240 

use,  White  Fund  for  recreational  centers,  158 
reconsiderations  of  vote: 

registry  department  transfer,  241 

statement  by  Councilor  Linehan,  240 
remarks: 

Bocce  alleys,  Columbus  pk.,  219 

Bremen  st.  wall,  317 

Charles  E.  Mackey  circle,  200 

congratulations  to  Governor  for  appointment,  405 

Evacuation  Day  parade,  67,  68 

finance  commission  investigation  of  "Beano"  games,  102 

Hyde  Park  Railroad  service,  191 

information  re  tax  abatements,  220 

life-saving  apparatus  at  bath  houses,  40 

low-cost  housing  plan,  395 

naming  (Herbert  W.  J.)  Fitzgerald  sq.,  330 

notices  to  Councilors  of  hearings,  283 

numbers  of  days'  work  for  welfare  recipients,  81 

parks  and  playgrounds  in  proper  condition,  420 

playing  field,  Columbus  Stadium,  49,  50 

recreational  center,  South  Boston,  39 

registration  for  snow  removal  work,  40 

reopening  nutrition  classes,  370,  371 

reports  of  committees,  executive,  69;  156;  197,  198;  220,  221;  288 

report,  finance  commission  re  "beano"  games,  152 

restoration,  nutrition  classes  in  schools,  354 

safety  curbs  on  bridges,  24 

survey  for  proposed  municipal  stadium,  120 

use  White  Fund  for  recreational  centers,  157,  158,  159 

Youth  Center,  South  Boston,  191,  192,  193 
resolution:  payment,  annuity  to  Thomas  E.  Goggin,  15 
unanimous  consents: 

corporation  counsel's  opinion  on  White  Fund,  164,  165 

criticism  of  League  of  Women  Voters,  463 

criticism  of  sports  writer,  213,  214 

employment  of  citizens  at  Suffolk  Downs  track,  229 

re-election,  David  I.  Walsh,  393 

statement  by  Councilor  Linehan,  240 
vote  doubt:  registry  department  transfer,  241 


I  Liquor  License 

hearing:  Council  members  to  be  notified  of  hearings,  order  for  licensing 

board  to  send  timely  notice,  passed,  457,  458,  459 
1154  River  st.,  Hyde  Park:  reconsider,  as  location  too  near  churches 

and  community  activities,  order  passed,  194 

Loans 

$40,000,000,  anticipation  of  taxes:  message,  communication  and  order, 
first  reading  passed,  8-second  reading  and  final  passage,  19,  20 

$325,000  public  works  department:  message,  order  referred  to  exec- 
utive committee,  404-referred  to  finance  committee,  415-passed,  419 
(data  included  in  report)-passed  finally,  432-notice  of  approval  from 
Emergency  Finance  Board  filed,  454 

$2,000,000  tax  title  renewal:  Emergency  Finance  Board  approval 
October  25,  1939,  outstanding  November  6,  1940,  filed,  377-referred 
to  finance  committee,  389-committee  report,  order  passed,  409-419- 
passed  finally,  432-approval  of  Emergency  Finance  Board,  filed,  454 

overlay  deficits:  $1,000,000  for  fund  debts,  message  and  order  to  re- 
issue bonds  referred  to  finance  committee,  140-passed,  196-referred 
to  executive  committee,  212-passed,  220-Emergency  Finance  Board 
approval,  230 

relief  purposes,  $4,170,000:  outside  debt  limit  under  chapter  72,  Acts 
of  1939,  message  and  order  for  sums  for  public  welfare,  soldiers'  relief 
and  Federal  emergency  unemployment  referred  to  finance  committee, 
140-passed,  196,  197-final  passage,  212-Emergency  Finance  Board 
approval,  230 

$1,500,000  tax  title  renewal:  notice  of  approval  from  Emergency 
Finance  Board,  174-approval  vote  passed,  filed,  418 

relief  projects:  $367,000:  outside  debt  limit,  for  fire;  park;  public 
works,  paving  service;  supply  department,  order  referred  to  executive 
committee,  309— first  reading  and  passage,  315— order  referred  to  finance 
committee,  329-second,  final  reading,  334-approval  by  Emergency 
Finance  Board  filed,  341 

rescission  of  order,  1938:  bridges  construction  and  repair  approved  by 
Mayor,  $145,000,  authorization  to  borrow  in  excess,  order  rescinded, 
see  241  No.  4  relief  projects,  $12,000  (June  3,  1940),  241,  passed,  273 

rescission  of  P.  W.  A.  loan:  September  29,  1938,  borrowing  $265,000 
for  reconstruction  and  repair  of  bridges,  actual  borrowing,  $145,000, 
order  for  rescission  of  power  to  borrow  in  excess,  rescinded,  referred  to 
finance  committee,  210 

rescission:    of  $125,000  on  original  $145,000  loan,  order  passed,  232 

tax  title  renewal  loan:  see  City  Council  Proceedings  pages  159,  345, 
453-notice  of  renewal  filed,  297;  334 


Local  Railway  Situation 

City  Council  members  resolve  to  request  members  of  Massachusetts 
Congressional  delegation  to  confer  with  President  Roosevelt  for  pur- 
pose of  survey  of  local  railroad  under  present  curtailment  because  of 
lay-out,  and  to  extend  R.  F.  C.  assistance  to  local  railroad  lines, 
resolution  passed,  202 


Long  Island  Dormitory  Work 

Boston  citizens  employed:  order  passed,  page  471  of  1939  Proceed- 
ings-message, communication,  92 


Long  Island  Hospital 

transfer  within  departmental  appropriation,  $53,350  referred  to  exec- 
utive committee,  319-passed,  326 


Long  Island  Married  Employees 

Institutions  Commission:  to  devise  plan  to  allow  men  to  live  at 
home,  also  to  consider  granting  the  $400  annual  pay  for  room  and 
board,  etc.,  order  passed,  313 


Loud  Speaking  System 

L  street  bath  house:  order  for  installation  at  South  Boston,  passed,  298 


Luxury  Tax 


resolution  with  preamble  opposing  proposed  tax,  referred  to  rules  com- 
mittee. 422 


Lyons,  Theodore  F.,  Councilor,  Ward  20 

ward  area:  West  Roxbury  and  Roslindale,  west 

committee  appointments:  executive,  constables,  building  code,  ap- 
propriations, licenses,  ordinances,  prison  inspection,  rules,  18 
chairman  pro  tern:  90  to  91; 
appeals  from  Chair's  ruling,  seconded,  52 
amendment:  study  of  assessments,  Ward  22,  Ward  20,  349 
improvements,  Ward  20: 

ALL  SIDEWALKS,  28 

(junction)  Baker  and  Spring  sts.,  415,  416 

(junction)   Beach,  Washington  and  Walworth  sts.   (with  Councilor 
Goode),  345 

Centre  St.,  250 

Centre  St.,  374 

Centre  st.  at  Holy  Name  church,  28 

Centre  st.  at  La  Grange  st.,  28 

Centre  terrace,  347 

Chelman  St.,  347 

Crehore  rd.,  138 

Cushing  St.,  156 

Dunwell  st.,  42 

Falcon  st.,  374 

George  St.,  138 

Hedlun  St.,  451 

Leland  st.,  355 

March  ave.,  355 

McKenna  terrace,  363 

Metropolitan  ave.,  374 

Montgomery  st.,  42 

New  Haven  St.,  138 

Pomfret  St.,  315 

Porter  terrace,  250 

Salman  st.,  374 

Schirmer  rd.,  138 

Spinney  St.,  451 

Sumner  ave.,  (with  Councilor  Langan),  138 
objection:   statement  by  Councilor  Coffey,  234 
orders: 

additional  Elevated  night  train  from  Everett,  167 

assign  matron,  Mary  Draper  playground  and  Billings  field,  Ward  20 

"beano,"  West  Roxbury  and  Roslindale,  250 

branch  library,  Grove  st.  section,  Ward  20,  28 

collection  of  taxes  for  1929  and  1930  (with  Councilor  Taylor),  117 

flooding  Healy  playground  (with  Councilor  Langan),  20 

inspection,  homes  for  welfare  and  old  age  recipients,  303 

League  of  Women  Voters,  465 

matrons,  Ward  20  playgrounds,  202 


LYONS 
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Lyons,  Theodore  FM  Councilor,  Ward  20,  Continued 

orders : 

municipal  parking  spaces  (with  Councilor  Scannell),  380,  381 

openings  in  streets  by  public  utilities,  156 

playground,  Ward  20,  43 

printing  "Municipal  Register"  (with  Councilor  Langan),  26 

polling  booth,  precinct  10,  Ward  20,  415 

protection  at  Clayton  L.  fiavey  beach,  239 

purchase,  food  stamps,  Ward  20;  415 

re-establishment  of  rowing  for  high  schools,  120 

repairing  tennis  courts,  Ward  20,  303 

requested  rescission  of  milk  order  (with  Councilor  M.  Sullivan),  51 

rescission,  taxicab  order  (with  Councilor  Langan),  70 

roping  off  streets,  April  6  (with  Councilors  Langan,  Englert,  Carey, 
Goode),  89 

shelters  for  Elevated  passengers,  Ward  20,  43 

snow  removals  (with  Councilors  Fish  and  Ward),  65 

survey,  Ward  20,  250,  251 

toboggan  and  coasting  slides,  Ward  20,  43 

unsanitary  conditions,  Long  Island  hospital  (with  Councilor  Scannell), 
314 

vacations,  police  department,  202 

veterans'  preference  in  civil  service  in  national  defense  programs,  347 

welfare  workers  at  playgrounds,  303 

W.  P.  A.  sidewalk  project,  Ward  20,  28 
points  of  information: 

rescission,  taxicab  order,  70 

unnecessary  noises,  421 
remarks: 

appointment,  Margaret  J.  Busche,  432 

"beano",  West  Roxbury  and  Roslindale,  250 

inspection,  homes  for  welfare  and  old  age  recipients,  303 

liquor  license  notification,  458 

purchase,  food  stamps,  Ward  20,  415 

re-establishment  of  rowing  for  high  schools,  120 

reports  of  committees,  appropriations,  budget  for  1940,  117 

reports  of  committees,  executive,  288;  327 

rescission,  taxicab  order,  70 

sale,  land  on  Old  Centre  St.,  413,  414 

special  nurses,  city  hospital,  346 

survey,  Ward  20,  250/251 

veterans'  preference  in  civil  service  in  national  defense  program,  347 

welfare  workers,  playgrounds,  303 
unanimous  consents: 

criticism  of  League  of  Women  Voters  (Councilor  Coffey  objected),  463 

reports  of  committees,  executive,  353 


Massachusetts  Lime  and  Cement  Company 

notice  of  interest  by  James  A.  McElaney,  secretary  of  board  of  appeals, 
in  contract  with  School  Committee  department,  filed,  149 


Massachusetts  Race  Tracks 

breakage  for  State:  law  department  to  draft  bill  for  incoming  Legisla- 
ture providing  all  breakage  from  race  tracks  be  apportioned  to  cities 
and  towns  for  welfare  purposes,  order  passed,  438 

Massachusetts  Racing  Commission 

resolution  protesting  employment  of  non-Massachusetts  residents, 
copy  to  be  sent  racing  commission,  215-message,  communication, 
filed,  229,  230 

(Mayor)  The  Honorable  Maurice  J.  Tobin 

annual  address:  1  to  7 

absences  from  city:  February  8  to  26,  63;  July  13  to  21,  297 

appointments,  bootblacks:  (9)  38;    (6)  88;     (5)  163,  212;    (2)  297, 

334;  (6)418;  (1)  472 
appointments,  constables:  8,  18,  29,  54,  162,  163,  172,  182,  204,  306, 

364,  375 
appointments,  departmental:  96,  (13)  190,  191,  212,  271,  390,  457, 

471 
appointments,  minor:  18,  29,  38,  54,  86,  92,  107,  124,  162,  172,  182, 

204,  223,  253,  271,  277,  293,  364,  384,  399 
appointments,  newsboys:  (83)  38;    (44)  88;  (51)  163;  212,  297,  334; 
-      (9)  418;  (8)  472 
jurors  drawn:  14,  15,  19,  45,  53,  81,  122,  183,  22  grand  jurors,  61; 

5  grand  jurors,  152,  306,  336,  364 
messages,  communications  and  orders: 

abolishing  list  of  pharmacists,  143 

absence  of  pupils  during  blizzard,  125 

acceptance  of  Stow  rd.,  Ward  18,  54 


(Mayor)  The  Honorable  Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Continued 
messages,  communications  and  orders: 

additional:  Federal  housing,  South  Boston,  205;  funds,  finance  com- 
mission, 339,  340;  garbage  collections,  Ward  3,  208;  lights, 
Commonwealth  ave.,  184;  lighting,  Ward  21,  185;  night  service, 
Boston  Elevated,  206;  playground  equipment,  188;  salary,  City 
hospital  employees  during  vacation,  293 

ambulance,  Dorchester  district,  210 

amendment,  city  planning  board  ordinance,  124 

(William)  Amerena  playground,  East  Boston,  186,  187 

announcement,  snow  removal  registration  on  radio,  417,  418 

annual  list  of  constables,  140,  141 ;    of  minor  officers,  141 

appointments:  by  Mayor,  332;  of  Harold  F.  Kellogg,  8 

appropriation:  additional  Armory  expenses,  454;  re  city  records, 
426;  from  George  F.  Parkman  Fund,  259,  319,  377,  442,  443; 
for  real  estate  division,  426,  427;  for  snow  removal,  95;  for  study 
of  Boston  Elevated,  141;   for  Zoning  Adjustment  Board,  45,  46 

arc  light:  Dorchester  ave.,  Ward  13,  209;  Fox  and  Percival  sts.,  205; 
Mahler  st.,  452;  31  River  st.,  332,  333;  131  Roxbury  st.,  Ward  9, 
125;  Tremont  St.,  Ward  9,  124 

architects  employed  by  Housing  Authority,  72 

architectural  fees  paid  by  Housing  Authority,  56 

attendance  of  Mayor  or  Health  Commissioner  at  meeting  of  City 
Council,  259 

authority  to  furnish  free  water,  172 

baseball  diamond,  South  Boston,  127 

benches:  East  Boston  Airport,  208;  Ringer  playground,  323  (Acting 
Mayor  Galvin);    along  Strandway,  320  (Acting  Mayor  Galvin) 

(Josiah  H.)  Benton  estate,  321  (Acting  Mayor  Galvin);  (Josiah  H.) 
Benton  will,  376 

Blackstone  pk.,  Ward  9,  189 

bleachers:  Parker  Hill  playground,  320,  321  (Acting  Mayor  Galvin); 
on  Ward  22  playgrounds,  187 

boat  permits,  Chelsea-Meridian  bridge,  257 

Boston  Elevated  shelters,  57 

branch  library,  Egleston  sq.  section,  125 

bridge  curbing,  Columbia  circle,  Ward  7,  147,  148 

broken  glass,  Ward  13  park,  207,  208 

budget  for  1940,  29  to  33,  inclusive 

bureau  of  Americanization,  258,  259 

bus:  line,  Old  Harbor  Village,  453,  454;  bus  service.  Hyde  sq.  and 
Brigham  circle  to  beaches,  320  (Acting  Mayor  Galvin);  shelter, 
Centre  St.,  441;   from  Savin  Hill  station,  442 

car  tracks,  Norfolk  st.,  417 

(William)   Carter  playground,  Ward  9,   127 

Charles  Street  beach,  Ward  3,  187 

Charles  Street  playground,  188 

checking,  North  End  locker  house,  338,  339 

city  employees  living  outside  Boston,  34 

City  Hospital,  appointment  of  superintendent  of  nurses,  440 

classification  changes,  310 

cleaning  Dorchester  streets,  442 

cleaning:  East  Boston  playgrounds,  146;  East  Boston  streets,  145, 
146;  O'Reilly  and  Collins  statues,  322;  property  at  719  Washington 
St.,  319;    vacant  lots,  148;    Ward  13  streets,  184,  185 

closing  South  Boston  High  school  evening  center,  440 

coasting  slides,  Ward  20  playground,  126 

collection  of  ashes  and  garbage,  District  No.  7,  59,60 

Columbus  stadium  and  Strandway  pk.,  148 

competitive  bidding,  architectural  contracts,  housing  contracts,  56 

condition,  pipes  in  streets,  210,  211 

construction:  of  Lombard  st.,  93,  94;  Oldfields  St.,  279;  sidewalks, 
Ward  6,  161;  sidewalks  on  Whitford  st.,  307;  tennis  courts, 
Columbus  pk.,  308;  Ward  12  streets,  95;  Ward  15  streets,  95; 
Ward  16  streets,  95,  96 

crossing  lines,  Winter  and  Bowdoin  sts.,  258 

culvert,  Bennington  St.,  Ward  1,  206 

curve,  Old  Harbor  to  Mercer  sts.,  385 

custodians  for  playgrounds,  366 

defective  sidewalks,  Ward  20,  206 

deliveries,  fuel  oil  and  coal,  86,  87 

distributions:  of  emergency  snow  shoveling  jobs,  94;  of  obscene  books, 
253;  of  snow  buttons  by  City  Council,  54 

dormitory  work,  Long  Island,  92 

drop  light  on  Commonwealth  ave.,  278 

dust  abatement,  Ward  3,  209 

electric  lamps,  Chilcott  pi.,  Ward  11,  205 

elementary  school  buildings,  Ward  7,  375 

elimination  of  cobblestones  in  Boston,  452 

emergency  delivery  of  fuel,  467 

employment,  boys  for  snow  shoveling,  75,  76 

enlarging  vocational  training  classes,  376 

erection,  new  subway  station,  225 

erection  of  fence,  Prince  st.  playground,  294 

Evacuation  Day  parade  route,  76 

expenditures  for  playgrounds  and  juvenile  courts,  141,  142 

Federal  Housing  projects  in  Charlestown,  417 

field  house,  Dorchester  pk.,  Ward  17,  188 

flagpole:  McKinney  playground,  294,  295;  North  End  pk.,  366; 
Peabody  sq.,  226,  256 

flooding:  Roberts  Field,  Ward  17,  441;  Ronan  Park  playground,  77 
Ward  13  playgrounds,  385;  Ward  19  playground,  33 

food  stamp  plan,  366,  367 

gas  lamp  outages,  75 

gift,  North  End  land  for  playground,  223 

grading  land  at  Roxbury  and  King  sts.,  161 

Harrison  ave.  "through  way,"  386 


MAYOR 


(29) 


MAYOR 


(Mayor)  The  Honorable  Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Continued 
messages,  communications  and  orders: 

heavy  traffic,  Ward  20,  402 

height  of  safety  curbs  on  bridges,  29 

Hesston  ter.,  Ward  13,  207 

hockey  rink,  Savin  Hill  playground,  33  . 

housing  project,  Orchard  Park  section,  322   (Acting  Mayor  Galvin) 

Housing  Unit,  Ward  8,  55,  56 

identity  of  snow  removal  workers,  94 

improvements:  Canterbury  st.,  Ward  18,  185;  Chester   pk.,  Ward  9, 

188;    Roberts  playground,   Ward   17,   188,    189;    William  Eustis 

playground,   33 
increase  of  supplementary  aid,  147 

information  re  welfare  recipients,  172  _  . 

installation:  granolithic  sidewalks,  Ward  6,  399;     slow     signs,  South 

st.,  279-280;  "stop"  sign,  279;  of  electric  street  lights,  73 
land  sale,  Dedham,  388,  389 
licensing  driving  schools,  307  ,  . 

life  insurance  policies,  old  age  and  welfare  recipients,  337 
lighting   conditions:  Cleveland   pi.,  Ward   3,    145;    Bennington   st., 

72;  Ward  14,  76;  Dorchester  st.,  294;  West  Park  and   Merlin  sts., 

Ward  17,  143,  144 
list  of  tax-exempt  properties,  173,  174 
loan:  in  anticipation  of  revenue,  8;  public  works,  public  welfare,  404; 

for  relief  purposes,  140,  309 
local  fares,  intown  bus  lines,  386 

loud  speakers,  L  street  bath  house,  322  (Acting  Mayor  Galvin) 
M  street,  Ward  6,  209 
marker,  site  of  first  school  for  blind,  454 
Marine  pk.  improvements,  South  Boston,  127 
Massachusetts  ave.  fence,  Fort  Point  channel,  225 
Massachusetts  ave.  reservation,  188 
matron,  Roberts  field  house,  321  (Acting  Mayor  Galvin) 
matrons,  West  Roxbury  playgrounds,  208 
maximum  number  of  work  days  for  welfare  recipients,  143 
Milton  ave.,  Ward  18,  185 
mosquito  control  work,  8,  9 
naming:  new  athletic  field,  Hyde  Park,  253;  street  for  Dr.  Belle  Scott 

Carmody,    253;  streets,  Lenox  st.  project,  339;  James  McHugh 

eq.,  253;    Westbourne  rd.,  253,  254 
notification  of  Councilors  re  hearings,  385,  400 
nutrition  classes  in  schools,  385 
obsolete  records,  assessing  department,  225 
occupational  tax  on  non-residents,  204 
occupations  of  employables  on  soldiers'  relief  rolls,  92,  93 
offer  of  land  for  playground,  389 
one-way  streets,  Ward  2,  58 
one-way  streets,  Ward  9,  386 
$1,000,000  for  overlay  funding,  140 
opening  East  Boston  relief  station,  277 
opening  yard  of  Timilty  school,  307,  308 
opinion,  corporation  counsel  re  granting  leaves,  402 
opinion,  corporation  counsel  re  naturalizing  aliens,  293 
order  for  $60,000  from  cemetery  division,  60 
painting:  crosswalks,  Ward  10,  173;  painting  white  line,  Centre  st., 

279  .    .  ,.       , 

partial  report  of  Boston  Finance  Commission  re  police  department, 

260  to  271,  inclusive, 
patroling  South  Boston  beaches,  55 
pedestrian  stop  lights,  Ward  9,  147 
playground:  rear  of  Dorchester  High  school,  189;  for  small  children, 

Ward  13,  384;   supervision  and  care,  128;   Ward  20,  186,  208 
polling  place,  Ward  20,  441  _ 

preference  to  Boston  citizens  in  Housing  projects,  Welfare  and  W.  P.  A. 

workers,  56 
preference  to  South  Boston  residents,  333 
printing  Indexes  at  Suffolk  Registry  of  Probate,  280 
probable  expenditures  and  receipts  of  city,  87,  88 
quoits,  Roberts  Field  playground,  308  , 

quoits-playing,     Roberts     Field    playground,    321     (Acting     Mayor 

Galvin) 
ramp,  Columbia  rd.,  73,  74 
Randidge  Fund,  excursions,  244 
Randolph  st.  playground,  147 
rebate  from  gas  company,  75 
reconstruction:  Cumberland   st.,    Ward   4,    144;   dilapidated    docks 

and  wharves,  55;    Garrison  st.,  254;    Tremont  St.,  126;    Ward  7 

streets,  146;   West  Fifth  St.,  Ward  7,  383 
reconveyance  to  city  of  part  of  Norway  st.,  429,  430 
recreation  area,  Codman  sq.,  162 

reduction  of  fares,  summer  buses,  320  (Acting  Mayor  Galvin) 
re-establishing  rowing  as  high  school  sport,  142 
regulation  of  billboards,  210 

removal:  of  car  rails,  Dorchester  ave.,  402;  of  cobblestones,  Massa- 
chusetts ave.,  59;  paving  blocks,  209,  210;  of  snow  from  city  side- 
walks,   93;     of   snow,   sidewalks,   bridge   and   ferry   division,    126; 

snow,  William  Carter  playground,  145 
renovation,  Johnson  memorial,  453 
repainting  crosswalks,  Ward  17,  257 
repair:   benches,  Blackstone   pk.,   308;    (Michael   J.)    Brophy   park, 

209;  Carolina  ave.  playground,  187;  River  st.  bridge,  338;  Wachu- 

sett  st„  337 
repaving:  Archdale  rd.,   126,   127;    Ellingwood  st.,  Ward   10,   145; 

Massachusetts  ave.,   332;    Ward   13  streets,   93,     127,   128,   144; 

Ward  17  streets,  144,  145 
replacing:  flag  pole,  Soldiers'  Monument,  Jamaica  Plain,  337;    gas 

lamps,  Ward  13,  58;  sidewalks,  Ward  4,  145 


(Mayor)  The  Honorable  Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Continued 
messages,  communications  and  orders: 

resanding  Charles  Street  beach,  Ward  3,  187 
rescission  of  authority  to  borrow,  210 

resurfacing:  Bolton  st.,  Ward  6,  225;  Broadway,  South  Boston,  387; 
Burmah  st.,  Ward  18,  184;  Capen  st.  (Acting  Mayor  Galvin),  321; 
Chipman  St.,  337;  Davitt  st.,  Ward  13,  441;  Dorchester  ave.,  34, 
417;  Dorset  st.,  Ward  7,  293,  294;  Eastburn  st.  Ward  22,  184; 
Elven  rd.,  227;  Emmonsdale  rd.,  226;  Fairmount  ave.,  Ward  18, 
143;  Guilford  st.,  Ward  21,  440;  Haverford  st.,  257;  Hooper  st. 
(Acting  Mayor  Galvin),  323;  Ingleside  st.,  Ward  13,  184;  Kineo 
St.,  390;  Leicester  St.,  Ward  22,  128;  Maryland  St.,  Ward  13,  225; 
Massachusetts  ave.  and  Tremont  St.,  Ward  9,  226;  Nevada  st.,  320; 
Reservoir  rd.,  256;  Rosa  St.,  256;  St.  Gregory's  ct.,  33,  34;  South 
Boston  streets,  146;  Southern  ave.  (Acting  Mayor  Galvin),  323; 
Ward  6  streets,  400;  Ward  8  streets,  278;  Ward  9  streets,  226; 
Ward  15  streets,  185,  186,  227,  366;  Ward  17  streets,  400;  Ward  18 
streets,  400;   Ward  19  streets,  401; 

revision  of  water  division  ordinances,  122,  123,  124 

Roxbury  Crossing  branch  library,  208 

ruling  re  substitute  teachers,  401,  402 

safety  islands,  Bennington  st.,  72 

sale:  cast-iron  pipe,  86;  horses  and  equipment,  Long  Island,  189,  190; 
land,  Chestnut  Hill  ave.,  387;  land,  Chestnut  Hill  ave.,  427; 
land  to  Massachusetts  General  hospital,  224;  land,  Maverick  st., 
306,  307;  land  on  Monument  St.,  Charlestown,  376,  377;  land, 
Saratoga  st.,  427,  428,  429;  obsolete  X-ray  films,  141 

salute  to  flag  at  public  schools,  277,  278 

sanding  Savin  Hill  beach,  142 

shelter:  Codman  sq.,  386;  River  st.,  386 

shower  baths,  Clarence  R.  Edwards  school,  77 

sidewalks:  Austin  st.,  365;  Belden  St.,  Ward  7,  294;  Belvidere  st., 
88;  Bishop  St.,  294;  Call  st.,  441;  Cleveland  Circle  playground, 
187,  454;  Day  st.,  365;  Enfield  st.,  Ward  19,  207;  Fourth  st., 
(Acting  Mayor  Galvin)  320;  Freeport  St.,  257;  Hawthorne  St., 
Ward  19,  127;  Heath  st.  and  Huntington  ave.,  293;  Inwoodst., 
Ward  15,  185;  Lindall,  Newbern,  Pond,  John  A.  Andrew,  sts.,  365; 
Malcolm  rd.,  258;  Myrtle  st.,  Ward  10,  143;  Ward  8,  278;  Ward 
9,  256;  Ward  19,  256;  Ward  20,  206;  Woodhaven  st.,  365 

sign,  accident  entrance,  city  hospital,  375 

skidding  on  wooden  bridges,  441,  442 

"slow"  signs,  Columbus  ave.,  173;  Talbot  and  Welles  aves.,  125 

spotlight,  Centre  St.,  Ward  20,  211 

statement  from  Health  Commissioner  Watts,  228 

status  of  home  instruction  teacher,  440 

steamer,  use  of  military  personnel  in  Harbor,  383 

"stop"  signs:  Calumet  and  Hillside  sts.,  337,  338;  Greenbrier  and 
Park  sts.,  333;  Linden  and  Garden  sts.,  332;  Milton  ave.,  76; 
Pond  st.  and  Columbia  rd.,  332;  Summit  ave.,  257;  Ward  10,  452; 
Wards  18  and  20,  366;  Ward  20,  57;  Ward  21,  452 

street  openings  by  public  utilities,  207 

streets  in  White  City  section,  Ward  19,  254 

street  survey,  "Belnel  Village,"  Ward  18,  74 

Sunday  baseball  prices,  Fenway  pk.,  339 

supervision,  medical  attention  at  football  games,  384 

supervision,  milk  sales,  Boston  schools,  453 

survey:  East  Boston  waterfront,  204,  205;  Stimson,  Grove  and 
Centre  sts.,  254,  255;  traffic  lights,  452,  453 

tax  title  loans,  389,  390 

tennis  courts,  Almont  st.  playground,  226 

time  off  for  hospital  employees,  254 

traffic  circle:  Kane  sq.,  258;  Old  Colony  parkway,  204;  Pond  st., 
322;  traffic  conditions,  Brigham  circle,  453;  traffic  control,  Blue 
Hill  ave.,  74;  traffic  control  signals,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  58 

traffic  lights:  Albany  st.,  209;  Charles  and  Allen  sts.,  125;  Gal- 
livan  blvd.,  57;  Hyde  Park  ave.,  57;  Moraine  st.  and  South  Hunt- 
ington ave.,  308;  Walk  Hill  st.,  American  Legion  highway,  173: 
Ward  3    211"   Ward  8   399 

traffic  signals:  Blue  Hill'ave.,  142,  143;  Cleveland  circle,  279;  Galli- 
van  blvd.  and  Washington  st.,  280;  near  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
258;  Norfolk  St.,  73;  Ward  13,  173;  Ward  18,  75;  Ward  20,  58; 
Washington  St.,  Ward  17,  86;  Woodrow,  Blue  Hill  aves.,  205 

transfers:  to  Boston  traffic  commission.  227,  228;  in  City  Council 
appropriation,  227;  funds  for  W.  P.  A.  projects,  352;  funds  to 
law  and  street  laying-out  departments,  309;  H.  relief  funds,  309;  land 
to  park  department,  426;  for  Long  Island  hospital  improvements,  319; 
from  Parkman  Fund,  174;  Parkman  Fund  income,  403,  404;  from 
registry  department  to  assessing  department,  227;  within  penal 
institutions  department,  189;  within  departmental  appropriations, 
333,  352,  367,  377;  to  police  department,  367;  property  at  243  Dover 
st.,  163;  unused  school  land  for  playground,  172,  173 

underpass:  Brigham  circle,  59;  74;  Ward  18,  73 

use:  of  air  rifles,  sling  shots,  etc.,  244;  of  income,  George  Robert 
White  Fund,  161;  money  paid  by  patients,  399,  400;  public  schools 
for  recreational  purposes,  336 

wading  pool,  Ward  3,  186 

wage  system  for  unappointed  teachers,  142 

Walter  and  Park  sts.,  365 

water  income  division  surplus,  94 

weekly  allotment,  old  age  and  welfare  recipients,  338 

welfare  unit,  George  st.  school,  147 

welfare  workers  as  assistants  in  playgrounds,  308 

Whittier  st.  health  unit,  278 

withholding  approval  of  appointment,  186 

W.  P.  A.  project,  Ward  20  sidewalks,  206 

W.  P.  A.  trucks  on  snow  removal,  94 

yellow  lights,  Audubon  circle,  76,  77 


MAYOR 


(30) 


NATIONAL 


(Mayor)  The  Honorable  Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Continued 

special  meetings  called:   8  to  15 

tribute  by  Councilor  Langan  re  Evening  Globe  item  by  Boake  Carter, 

170,  171 
vetoes : 

driveway  opening,  Kemble  st. ,  204 

driveway  openings,  86 

driveway  permit,  34 

position  of  Council  telephone  operator,  107 


McCormack,  Congressman  John  W. 

Council  expresses  hope  for  elevation  of  Congressman  McCormack  to 
speakership  vice  death  of  William  B.  Bankhead,  354 


Medical  Examiner,  Southern  District 

reimbursement:  claim,  245-ordered  paid  $249.60  and  34,041.15  from 
contingent  fund,  303 


Meetings  of  City  Council 

order  that  the  Council  Rules  Committee  be  requested  to  amend  Rule  1 
striking  out  clause  "unless  otherwise  ordered  from  time  to  time"  and 
reading  "The  regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  shall  be  held  on 
every  Monday  at  two  o'clock  p.  m.";  order  referred  to  rules  commit- 
tee, 215 


Metropolitan  District  Commission 

adequate  protection,  Clayton  L.  Havey  beach:  confer  with  Mayor 
for  protection  of  bathers  at  West  Roxbury  beach,  order  passed,  239 

bond  of  indemnity  from  Pioneer  Painting  and  Maintenance  Company 
for  steel  work  on  Bellevue  Reservoir,  West  Roxbury,  received  and 
filed,  190 

erection,  fences,  life-saving  equipment:  along  Neponset  river,  in 
Mattapan  and  Hyde  Park  districts,  order  passed,  344,  345 

land,  West  Roxbury  parkway  and  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  park- 
way: taking  land  for  traffic  circle,  referred  to  executive  committee, 
360-passed,  363 

Old  Colony  parkway:  at  Neponset,  consider  constructing  and  beauti- 
fying, order  passed,  363 

Old  Colony  parkway  land-taking,  notice  received,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  334-passed,  335 

permission  to  occupy  land:  given  by  City,  order  passed,  203 

traffic  circle,  Dorchester:  Old  Colony  parkway  and  Freeport  st.,  imme- 
diate construction,  the  funds  for  which  have  been  already  allocated, 
order  passed,  203 

underpass,  Old  Colony  parkway:  commission  to  allocate  funds  for 
construction  at  Redfieid  st.,  363 


Military  Salute  at  Council  Meetings 

order  for  permanent  procedure  of  salute  at  Council  meetings,  passed,  344 

Military  Salute  in  Public  Schools 

resolution  for  adoption  in  public  schools,  passed,  348 


Milk 
control  board: 

consider  requesting  the  Governor  to  order  board  to  desist  publicizing 

plan  to  increase  price  in  Metropolitan  Boston,  order  passed,  42 
Governor  to  be  requested  to  rescind  order  increasing  price  until  public 

hearings  have  been  held  on  matter,  order  passed,  51 
the  Mayor  to  confer  to  consider  taking  full  supervision  of  sale  of  milk 
and  milk  products  in  Boston  schools,  order  passed,  395,  396-message, 
communication,  453 
statement  by  Councilor  M.  H.  Sullivan,  464 
price  publication:  see  Milk,  control  board,  or  page  42 
rescission  of  order  raising  price  until  holding  of  public  hearing  has 

been  held,  order  passed,  51 
rescission  of  increase  in  price:  preamble  and  resolution  favoring  im- 
mediate rescission,  81 


Minor  Children  Permits 

to  be  issued  by  City  Clerk  between  City  Council  meetings  provided  such 
permits  are  approved  by  the  Mayor  and  three  members  of  rules  com- 
mittee, order  passed,  40 


Mosquito  Control 

$300  appropriation:  certified  by  State  Reclamation  Board  chargeable 
to  Contingent  Fund,  order  passed,  8,  9 

Motorized  Sprinkler  and  Sweepers 

Ward  3:  include  in  1941  budget  sum  for  these  cleaning  implement*, 
order  passed,  476,  477 


Muddy  River 

warning  signs  and  life  belts:  orders  for  signs  and  providing  life  belti 
during  freezing  weather  period,  passed,  22 


Municipal  Airport 

landing  fees:  park  department  to  consider  charging  fee  for  private  and 
commercial  airplanes  using  airport,  also  the  Mayor  requested  to  sub- 
mit list  of  airports  in  American  cities  so  charging,  orders  (2)  passed.  19 


Municipal  Buildings 

South  Boston:  order  for  erection  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  passed,  84 
Ward  17:  order  to  arrange  for  erection  of  centrally  located  building  with 

gymnasium,  auditorium  and    other  necessary  activities,  passed,  25; 

central  location,  with  W.  P.  A.  funds,  order  passed,  464 
Wards  18  and  19:  repair,  reconstruct,  provide  suitable  locks,  and  clean, 

order  passed,  26 
use  of  fire  station,  Ward  22:  now  abandoned  on  Chestnut  Hill  ave. 

under  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction,  order  passed,  362 


Municipal  Employment  Bureau 

appropriation,  $19,500:  message  and  order  for,  from  contingent  fund, 

referred  to  executive  committee,  18,  19-passed,  27 
branches:  see  Unemployment  Offices,  branches,  location 

Municipal  Parking  Spaces 

The  Mayor  in  conference  with  traffic  commission  to  consider  establishing 
near  Elevated  rapid  transit  system,  order  passed,  380,  381 

"Municipal  Register" 

order  to  prepare  and  print  for  current  year,  expense  chargeable  to  City 
Documents  appropriation,  passed,  26 


Municipal  Stadium 

erection  from  George  Robert  White  Fund:  order  to  consider, 
passed,  20 

Roslindale  District:  order  for  the  Mayor  to  authorize  survey  of  dis- 
trict for  suitable  site,  passed,  40 

survey  for  stadium:  by  White  Fund  trustees  on  property  bounded  by 
Southampton  st.,  Massachusetts  ave.  and  New  Haven  Railroad, 
order  passed,  119,  120;  to  consider  race  track  grounds  in  Readville  as 
location  of  proposed  stadium,  order  passed,  249,  250 


Municipal  Survey  Committee 

survey  methods  used  by  various  department  heads  in  awarding  outside 
repair  contracts  for  automobiles,  that  city  automobile  repair  men  do 
work,  order  passed,  100,  101 


Naming  United  States  Cruiser 

Bunker  Hill  as  tribute  to  Charlestown  historic  shrine,  order  for  Mayor 
to  confer  with  Secretary  of  Navy,  order  passed,  382 

National  Defense  Commission 

firms  receiving  defense  contracts:  to  cooperate  with  local  welfare 
department  for  reduction  of  financial  welfare  load,  order  passed,  438 

National  Defense  Work 

opposition  to  barring  naturalized  citizens  from  work  by  certain  corpora- 
tions, resolution  with  preamble  passed,  348 


NATIONAL 


(3D 


ORDINANCES 


National  Youth  Association 

appropriation:  resolution  for  full  complement  of  employees  to  be 
carried  on  rolls,  Massachusetts  delegation  in  Congress  to  vote  for 
further  appropriation,  order  passed,  119 

resolution  with  preamble  for  prosecution  of  undesirable  persons  in  asso- 
ciation, investigation  by  Dies  Committee  and  copy  to  be  sent  Dies 
Committee,  referred  to  committee  on  rules,  274,  275 

Naturalized  Citizens 

opposition  to  barring  naturalized  citizens  from  work  by  certain  cor- 
porations in  defense  contracts,  resolution  and  preamble,  passed,  348 


Necessaries  of  Life 

director  of  Federal  Surplus  Commodities  to  investigate  with  director  of 
Necessaries  of  Life  and  prohibit  profiteering  in  foods,  resolution 
passed,  444 

New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company 

exchange  transfer:  to  Highlands  or  Garrison,  to  obviate  long  distance 
charges,  order  for  conference  of  Mayor  with  Company,  passed,  273 

i  New  South  Boston  Project 

Housing  Authority:  see  Boston  Housing  Authority  or  page  314 


New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad 

Corporation  Counsel  to  bring  contempt  proceedings  against  railroad  in 

event  of  non-payment  of  1939  taxes,  order  passed,  171 
Mayor  to  request  authority  of  railroad  to  keep  bridge  on  River  st.  at 
Gordon  ave.  in  suitable  repair  for  pedestrians'  and  motorists'  use, 
order  passed,  181,  182-message,  communication,  338 
notice  concerning  service  to  Hyde  Park  from  Public  Utilities,  281 
notice  of  petition  to  discontinue  service  for  passengers  at  Boylston  st. 

and  Forest  Hills  stations,  filed,  271 
order  for  repair  to  underpass  at  Greenfield  and  Rector  rds.,  passed,  51 
passenger  service  for  Hyde  Park  and  Boston    citizens:  3  resolutions 
and  4  orders  re  violation  of  needs  of  communities;  proposed  hearings; 
resolution  favoring  trial  period  of  bus  service;  copy  of  orders  and  reso- 
lutions to  be  sent  to  Public  Utilities  Commission,  191 

1940  Budget! 

net  decrease,  $319,697.90:  from  1939  budget  for  city  departments, 
budget  recommendations  referred  to  appropriations  committee,  29 
to  33  inclusive-report  by  committee  with  inclosures  and  councilors' 
comments,  108  to  117,  inclusive,  budget  passed,  117 

net  decrease,  $37,449.24:  from  1939  budget  for  county  departments 
(including  Social  Law  Library),  referred  to  appropriations  committee, 
29  to  33,  nclusive-report  by  committee  with  inclosures  and  councilors' 
comments,  108  to  117,  inclusive-budget  passed,  117;  motion  to  send 
budget  back  to  the  Mayor  for  reconsideration  and  revision  rejected , 
budget  as  reported  by  committee,  passed,  117 

1940  City  Borrowing  Capacity 

Total  funded  debt,  City  and  County,  $154,116,600;  used  debt  incurring 
power  (within  debt  limit),  $33,803,112.09;  unused  debt  incurring 
power,  $9,209,006.51;  placed  on  file,  78 

1940  Council  Rules 

order  for  appointment  of  five  members  to  prepare  and  report  rules  to 
govern  present  Council,  passed,  15 

1940  Tax  Rate  Forecast 

see  Taxes,  forecast,  1940  tax  rate 

1938  Unpaid  Taxes 

defer  advertising  for  taxes:  until  assessing  board  has  ample  time 
to  review  all  abatement  applications  and  notices  sent,  order  passed, 
100 

order  for  city  collector  to  postpone  proposed  sale  of  properties  in- 
definitely, passed,  50,  51 

North  End  Firehouse 

order  for  department  to  formulate  plans  for  erection,  67  (no  action 
taken) 


Norway  Street 

reconveyance  to  city:  part  between  Falmouth  st.  and  Huntington 
ave.  by  Trustees  of  Shawmut  Real  Estate  Trust  and  First  Church  of 
Christ  Scientist  in  Boston,  order  referred  to  public  lands  committee, 
429,  430 


Notice  to  Councilors  of  Hearings 

street  commission  to  notify  promptly  in  time  to  prepare  for  hearings, 
order  to  amend,  order  to  read  "sufficient  time"  instead  of  "promptly", 
281,  283-message,  communication,  400 


Nutrition  Classes  in  Schools 

restoration  of  former  and  necessary  additional  classes,  order  passed,  354 


Obscene  Literature 

law  department  to  draft  bill  prohibiting  publication  of  obscene  books 
or  pamphlets,  order  passed,  233-message,  communication,  filed,  253 

Ocean  Terminal  Company 

storage,  fuel  storage:  street  commissioners  opposed  to  permit  at  492 
Mt.  Vernon  St.,  Ward  13,  order  passed,  290 


Oil  Farm  Near  Columbia  Station 

Ocean  Terminal  Company  petition:  to  erect  40,000,000-gallon 
gasoline  and  oil  farm  on  shore  of  old  Calf  Pasture  along  -Mile  rd., 
submit  petition  in  writing  to  City  Council,  order  passed,  473,  474 

Old  Age  Recipients 

restoration,  $0.50  medical  allotments:  City  and  State  welfare 
authorities  to  confer  for  regulation  of  allotments,  order  passed,  300 

Old  Harbor  Village 

elementary  school:  on  corner,  Kemp  st.  and  Dorchester  ave..  Ward 
7,  or  any  other  site  in  Village  to  care  for  children  in  vicinity,  order 
passed,  302 


Old  South  Association  Managers 

election:    Councilors  Shattuck  and  Scannell  as  members  of  Association, 
motion  of  President  Galvin,  315 


Ordinances 

chap.  13,  Revised  Ordinances,  1925:  water  income  collection,  re- 
ferred to  ordinance  committee,  122,  123,  124-referred  to  executive 
committee,  197-rejected  without  prejudice,  197,  198 
chap.  15,  Revised  Ordinances  of  1925:  message  and  order  for  amend- 
ment, for  use  of  firemen  in  emergencies,  referred  to  ordinances  com- 
mittee, 60-message,  communication,  107-report  accepted,  ordinance 
passed,  249 
chap.  15,  Revised  Ordinances,   1925:  message,  amendment  referred 

to  ordinances  committee,  122,  123,  124-passed,  167 
Revised  of  1925,  sect.  1,  chap.  39:  amendment  of  sect.  37A,  referred 

to  ordinances  committee,  408 
Revised  Ordinances,  1925,  chap.  40:  amended  by  sect.  20,  striking 

out  certain  lines,  referred  to  ordinances,  committee,  451 
display  of  foreign  flags:  sects.  1  and  2,  referred  to  ordinances  com- 
mittee, 167 
Sunday  sports:  96 

sect.  1,  Revised  Ordinances,  1925:  amendment  to  sects.  1  and  2, 
to  take  effect  May  1,  1940,  referred  to  ordinances  committee,  124- 
assigned  to  next  meeting,  166 
amendment  to  Ordinances  of  1929,  ordinance  changed,  referred  to 

ordinances  committee,  70-report  accepted,  passed,  82 
amendment,   chap.  1  of   1931  and   chaps.  1  and  2  of  1935  ordi- 
nances: Sunday  sports  licenses,  ordinance  referred  to  ordinances 
committee,  201 

undertakers'    vehicles:  near    City    hospital,    ordinance    referred    to 

ordinances  committee,  361 
vetoes: 

prohibition   of   unnecessary  noises:  ordinance   referred  to  ordinances 
committee,  421-passed,  456-message  with  veto,  466,  467 
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Ordinances  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Lyons,  Fish,  Englert,  Taylor,  Langan,  18- 
addition  two  members  required,  Councilors  D.  F.  Sullivan  and 
Scannell,  38 

reports:  82,  167,  459 

"Organization  of  City  Government" 

order  for  preparation  and  printing,  chargeable  to  City  Document 
fund,  26 

Overhead  Pedestrian  Ramp 

from  sidewalk,  Columbia  rd.  to  Columbus  pk.,  as  W.  P.  A.  project, 
order  passed,  68 


Park  Department 

member  of  board:  William  P.  Long  to  April  30,  1943,  190 

airport,  East  Boston:  installation  of  benches  at  airport  for  women 

and  children,  order  passed,  199-message,  communication,  208 
Amerena  playground:     in  Jeffries  Point  section,  erect  wire  fence, 

order  passed,  177-message,  communication,  186,  187 
appropriation,   $60,000  cemetery  fund:  for  maintenance  and   im- 
provement,  message   and   order,   from   fund,   referred   to   executive 

committee,  60-passed,  68 
athlete's  foot  disease:  order  for  disinfection  prevention  methods  for 

control  of  disease  and  prevention  of  spreading,  passed,  272-message, 

communication,  295 
baseball   diamond:  adjacent  to   Aquarium  in   South   Boston,   order 

for  W.  P.  A.  project,  passed,  89 
Billings  field,  Ward  20:  repair  tennis  courts,  order  passed,  303 
Billings  and   Fallon  fields  tennis  courts:  put  in  condition,  order 

passed,  347-message,  communication,  366 
Blackstone  pk.,  Ward  9: 

repairing  benches,  setting  aside  area  for  small  children  with  adequate 
supervision,  order  passed,  151-message,  communication,  189 

repair  benches  on  both  sides,  order  passed,  301-message,  communica- 
tion, 308 
bocce  alleys:  in  all  sections  where  there  is  a  large  Italian  population, 

order  passed,  219 
bridge  curbing:  Columbia  circle  bridge  over  tracks,  order  passed,  118— 

message,  communication,  147,  148 
(Michael  J.)  Brophy  pk. :  repair  benches  at  Jeffries  Point  section  of 

East  Boston,  order  passed,  198-message,  communication,  209 
(Father)    Buckley    playground:  seats,    water    fountain    and    trees 

installed;  also  resurface  grounds  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construction, 

order  passed,  348 
(Michael  Francis)  Cahill  fund:  use  for  grading  and  improving  area 

for  small  children,  order  passed,  369 
Carolina  Avenue  playground:  repair  benches,    order  passed,    166- 

message,  communication,  187 
Carson  beach  and  L  Street  bath  houses:  include  in    1940   budget 

inhalator,  rowboat  and  outboard  motor  boat  for  use  the  year  round, 

order  passed,  40 
(William)  Carter  playground:  place  in  modern  condition  with  W.  P.  A. 

funds,  order  passed,  90 
Ceylon  Street  playground:  order  to  flood  for  skating,  passed,  500, 

in   1939   Proceedings-message,   communication,   77 
Charles    River    beach:  survey    for    erecting  bath  house    lockers    for 

bathers  at  Charles  and  Cambridge  sts.,  Ward  3,  order  passed,  430 
Charles  Street  beach,  Ward  3:  survey  of  conditions  and  erection  of 

lockers  for  bathers'  use,  order  passed,  177-message,  communication, 
.     187 
Charles  Street  playground: 

land  recently  given  city,  order  to  place  in  condition  with  W.  P.  A. 
funds,  passed,  251 

resurface  and  recondition,  order  passed,  150 

resand,  order  passed,  150-  message,  communication,  187,  188 
Chester-pk.:  necessary  improvements,  sodding,  planting  trees,  repair- 
ing benches,  order  passed,  151-message,  communication,  188 
Chestnut  Hill  ave.,  Ward  21 :  land  for  playground,  use  of  city  property, 

take  such  action  as  necessary  for  use  as  playground,  378 
children's  playground:  in  field  of  Dorchester  girls'  high  school  in 

care  of  school  buildings  department,  to  be  constructed  under  W.  P.  A. 

type,  order  passed,  149,  150 
Cleveland  Circle  playground: 

repairs  on  sidewalk  around  playground,  order  passed,  438 

sidewalk  around  playground,  order  passed,  166-message,  communica- 
tion, 187 
Columbus  pk.:  permanent  block  surface  with  white  lines  for  tennis 

court  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  order  passed,  303-message,  communication, 

308 
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Columbus  pk.,  South  Boston:  install  Bocce  alleys,  order  passed,  219 

Columbus  stadium:  order  to  sod  and  seed  playing  field  as  soon  as 
weather  conditions  permit,  passed,  49,  50-message,  communication, 
148 

Columbus  Stadium  and  Strandway  pk.:  cleaning  and  grading  and 
repair  of  locker  building  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  order  passed,  137 

contractors'  trucks,  damages:  estimate  of  amount  of  damage  done 
by  snow  removal  trucks,  order  passed,  91 

Corriganville  section,  Hyde  Park:  survey  for  reconstruction  work 
in  Ward  18,  order  passed,  463 

Dorchester  pk.,  Ward  17:  open  field  house  daily,  also  provide  swings 
and  sand  boxes,  order  passed,   179-message,  communication,   188 

East  Boston  playgrounds:  clean  and  grade  as  W.  P.  A.  project, 
order  passed,   137-message,  communication,   146 

expenditures  for  playgrounds:  repair  and  equipment  costs,  1937, 
1938,  1939,  order  for  information  passed,  100-message,  communica- 
tion, 141,  142 

Fallon  field,  Ward  20:  repair  tennis  courts,  order  passed,  303 

flagpole  replacement:  at  Soldiers'  Monument,  Jamaica  Plain,  recently 
destroyed  by  storm,  order  passed,  330 

flooding  playgrounds:  Norfolk  st.,  Almont  St.,  Wood  ave.,  Smith 
field,  Readville  playground  and  Wright  Golf  Course,  order  passed, 
463-message,  communication,  468 

flooding  playgrounds,  Ward  3:  to  plan  for  flooding,  especially  tennis 
courts  located  on  Esplanade,  order  passed,  381-message,  communica- 
tion, 385 

football  games  supervision:  provide  more  adequate  police  super- 
vision and  care  for  immediate  medical  attention  at  games,  order 
passed,  373-message,  communication,  384 

Franklin  field:  pool  for  children,  order  for  erection  by  George  Robert 
White  Fund,  passed,  464,  465 

(Alice  E.)  Gallagher  playground:  order  to  name  new  playground  at 
Chandler's  pond,  Brighton,  in  memory  of  wife  of  former  President 
of  City  Council  and  mark  same  with  suitable  monument,  437 

Healey  field  and  Carolina  Avenue  playground:  order  to  put  in 
proper  condition,  passed,  252 

Healey  playground:  flood  for  skating,  order  passed,  20-message, 
communications,  33 

help  for  custodians:  of  various  playgrounds  from  W.  P.  A.  or  welfare 
rolls  to  keep  grounds  in  condition;  also  matron  for  Billings  field 
and  Mary  Draper  playgrounds,  orders  (2)  passed,  347 

(Mary)  Hemenway  playground:  erecting  tennis  courts,  order  to 
consider,  passed,  361 

ice  for  all  drinking  fountains:  in  city  to  be  provided  by  public 
works  and  park  departments,  order  passed,  251 

Johnson  memorial,  Fenway:  repair  and  clean,  order  passed,  374- 
message,  communication,  387 

L  st.  bath  house.  South  Boston:  order  to  install  loud-speaking 
system,  passed,  298-message,  communication,  322 

legal  opinion  of  transfer  procedure:  of  school  property  to  park 
department  for  playground  purposes,  order  passed,  51-message, 
communication,  189 

Madison  pk.,  Ward  9:  wading  pool  for  children,  the  Mayor  to  draw 
up  plans  for  submission  to  W.  P.  A.  authorities,  order  passed,  274- 
message,  communication,  295 

Marine  pk.  and  Castle  Island:  dumps  cleaned  in  vicinity,  order 
passed,  476 

Marine  pk.,  South  Boston: 
erect   toboggan   slide,    order   passed,    460— message,    communication, 

468,  469 
order  to  reseed  grounds  and  repair  bandstand  as  W.  P.  A.  project, 

passed,  89-message,  communication,  127 
supply    modern    athletic    equipment    and    activities    supervising    in- 
structor, order  passed,  302 

Massachusetts  ave.  reservation:  between  Washington  st.  and 
Columbus  ave.,  Ward  9,  order  to  reseed  passed,  151-message,  com- 
munication, 188 

matrons,  Ward  20  playground:  assign  to  Billings  field  and  Mary 
Draper  playgrounds,  order  passed,  202-message,  communication, 
208 

(Leo)  McCarthy  playground:  in  Charlestown,  order  to  name  play- 
ground on  Mead  St.,  passed,  167 

(Arthur)  McKinney  playground:  erect  flagpole  on  Faneuil  St., 
Brighton,  prior  to  date  of  dedication,  order  passed,  276— message,  com- 
munication, 294,  295 

Muddy  river:  orders  for  warning  signs  and  life  belts  for  use  of  skaters, 
passed,  22 

municipal  gymnasium,   South  Boston: 
naming  Charles  E.  Mackey  circle,  see  Street  Laying-Out  Department, 

naming,  renaming,  orders  passed 
submit  request  for  gymnasium  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  order  passed,  84 

non-residents'  fees:  at  L  st.  bath  house,  amended  from  25  to  50  cents 
fee,  order  passed,  152 
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North  Bennet  st.  bath   house,  Ward  i:  erection  of  wading  pool 

adjacent  to  bath  house,  order  passed,  177-message,  communication, 

186 
North  Bennet  st.  building:  install  new  boilers  in  field  house  or  locker 

building  for  hot  showers,  order  passed,  26 
North  End  pk.: 

flagpole  erected  in  Ward  3,  to  be  completed  by  October  12,  order 
passed,  360 

some   plan   for   checking  lockers,   order   passed,   330-message,   com- 
munication, 338,  339,  366 
parks  and  playgrounds:  in  proper  condition,  order  to  include  sum 

in  department  budget,  passed,  420 
Parker  Hill  playground:  erection  of  bleachers  as  W.  P.  A.  project, 

order  passed,  297-message,  communication,  320,  321 
park,  Grampian  way  and  Savin  Hill  ave.:  removal  of  broken  glass 

in  park  in  Ward   13,   order  passed,   201-message,   communication, 

207,  208 
Parkman  Funds  received: 

$70,000,  174-181 

135,000,  259,  260-272 

$30,000,  319-320 

$20,000,  358,  359-363 

$20,000,  377-378 

$20,000,  403,  404-415 

$13,000,  442,  443-450 

$1,757.87,  470-477 
Peabody  sq.  flagpole:  erect  new  pole  to  replace  former  one  in  Dor- 
chester, order  passed,  219-message,  communication,  226;  duplicate 

order  passed,  250 
playground,   Charter  st.  and   Vernon    pi.:  Joshua  •  Bennett  heirs' 

gift  to  city  of  land  on  above  streets,  referred  to  executive  committee 

for  formal  acceptance,  223,  224 
playground,  John  Winthrop:  order  to  extend  fence  to  prevent  hand- 
balls hitting  pedestrians,  passed,  234 
playground  supervision  and  care:  order  to  request  larger  W.  P.  A. 

quota  of  personnel  and  funds  for  adequate  care,  passed,  90-message, 

communication,  128,  366 
playground,  Weld  st.:  area  bounded  by  Weld,  Church,  Veterans  of 

Foreign  Wars  parkway  and  Mantborne  rd..  Ward  20,  study  possibility 

of  establishing,  order  passed,  202-message,  communication,  208 
playground,  Weld  st.  section:  construction  with  W.  P.  A.  labor, 

order  passed,  43 
playgrounds  during  summer:  school  committee  to  appoint  graduates 

of  Emmanuel  College  and  similar  schools  for  appointment,   order 

passed,  245-message,  communication,  308 
Poor  Clare  Convent:  consider  building  bus  shelter  in  front  of  convent 

on  Centre  st.,  order  passed,  422-message,  communication,  441 
Prince  st.  playground:  erection  of  fence    around    area  for  soft-ball 

games,  order  passed,  272-message,  communication,  294 
prompt  snow  removal:  in  territory  under  jurisdiction,  order  passed, 

79-message,  communication,  93 
Prouty's   Hill:  corner   Centre   and   Weld   sts.,   consider   establishing 

playground  on   city-owned  land,   order  passed,   181-message,   com- 
munication, 186 

quoit  playing:  quarters  not  to  interfere  with  soft-ball  playing  at 
Roberts  field  playground,  order  passed,  300-message,  communica- 
tion, 308-message,  communication,  321 

Randldge  Fund  excursions:  transfer  of  $5,000  for  use  of  depart- 
ment to  be  charged  to  Contingent  Fund,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 244 

Randolph  st.  playground:  remove  old  foundations  and  resurface 
entire  playground,  order  passed,  100-message,  communication,  147 

reimbursement,  contingent  fund  charges:  see  Contingent  Fund 
reimbursements,  park  department 

reimbursements:  see  claims,  reimbursements,  park  department, 
name 

Ringer  playground:  install  benches,  order  passed,  311-message, 
communication,  323 

Roberts  field:  flooding  for  skating    in  Ward  17,  order  passed,  408- 

message,  communication,  441 
Roberts  Field  house: 

open,  girls'  section  field  house,  order  passed,  312 

to  assign  matron  to  field  house,  order  passed,  314-message,   com- 
munication, 321 

Roberts  Field  playground:   supply  quoits,  order  passed,  300 
Roberts  playground,  Ward   17:    erection  of  bubbler  fountain  and 
sprinkler  system  against  dust,  order  passed,  149-message,  communi- 
cation, 188,  189 

Ro"a"  Park  playground:   order  to  flood  for  skating,  passed,  500,  in 

1939   Proceedings-message,   communication,   77 
Ronan  park,  Ward   15: 

erect  bleachers  as  W.   P.   A.   project,   order  passed,   347-message, 

communication,  356 
r69fi7  broken  Dencne3.  order  passed,  202-message,  communication, 
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safety  zone  car  stop:   at  Columbia  rd.,  Richfield  and  Hamilton  sts., 

order  passed,  167 
sand  boxes,  teeter  boards:    and  other  playground  equipment,  order 

for  use  in  all  playgrounds  in  city,  passed,  154-message,  communica- 
tion, 188 
Savin  Hill  beach: 

order  to  obtain  project  from  W.   P.  A.  for  sanding  beach,  passed, 
99-message,  communication,  142 

order  to  immediately  resand  as  provided  in  W.  P.  A.  project,  passed, 
251-message,   communication,   277 
schools,    public   buildings:     used   for   recreational   purposes,    order 

passed,  330 
snow  on  playgrounds:  order  not  to  dump  snow  on  various  playgrounds 

of  city  and  to  so  notify  the  public  works  department,  420,  421 
snow  slides,  Ward  10  playgrounds:   in  Daisy  Field,  Parker  Hill  and 

Jefferson  playgrounds,  order  to  consider  providing,  passed,  22-mes- 

sage,  communication,  126 
South  Boston  baseball  diamond:  adjacent  to  Aquarium,  as  W.  P.  A. 

project,  order  passed,  89-message,  communication,  127 
South  Boston  beaches:  order  to  resand  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  passed,  137 
Strandway,  Columbus  and  Marine  parks:   benches  to  be  repaired, 

order  passed,  314-message,  communication, .  320 
Sullivan    Square    playground:     lighting   for   night   hockey   games, 

order  passed,  19-message,  communication,  33 
tennis  courts:    place  in  suitable  condition  in  Almont  st.  playground, 

order  passed,  216-message,   communication,  226 
toboggan  and   coasting  slides:    in   various  playgrounds,  Ward  20, 

order  for  installation  passed,  43-message,  communication,  126 
transfers:    Head   House,  South  Boston,   to   institutions   department 

for  use  as  convalescent  home,  order  passed,  68 
unused  benches:  in  Franklin  park  to  park  center  on  Commonwealth 

ave.,  order  passed,  215 
use  of  welfare  workers:    at  playgrounds,  order  passed,  303-message, 

communication,  308 
use,    schools,    public   buildings:    for   recreational   purposes,    order 

passed,   330 
Ward  9  parks:    Alvah  Kittredge,  Cedar   square,  Madison  and  Lin- 
wood  parks,  order  to  reseed,  plant  trees,  and  fence  (3  orders),  passed, 

175 
Ward    13   playground:    establish  playground  for  small  children  on 

city-owned  lot,  bounded  by  Dudley,  Harlow,  Folsom  sts.  and  Howard 

ave.,  order  passed,  382-message,  communication,  384 
Ward  17  tennis  courts: 

supply  tennis  nets  for  each  court  in  Dorchester  park,  order  passed, 
216 

tennis  and  quoits  equipment,  order  passed,  216 
Ward  22  playgrounds:    survey  as  to  advisability  of  erecting  bleachers 

in  various  playgrounds  of  ward,  order  passed,  181-message,  commu- 
nication,  187 
West  End  playground:    order  to  survey  location  between  Bowdoin 

sq.,  Staniford  and  Merrimac  sts.  for  site  and  erection,  passed,  89 
Whittier  st.  health  unit:   open  facilities  of  park  from  8  a.  m.  to  11 

p.  m.,  and  pool  from  8  a.  m.  to  8  p.  m.,  daily,  order  passed,  238- 

message,  communication,  278 
William  Carter  playground: 

place  in  condition  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  90-message,  communication, 
127,    145 

provide  matrons,  order  passed,  238 

removal  of  snow  piles,  etc.,  order  passed,  137-message,  communica- 
tion, 145 
William  Eustis  playground:    order  to  put  playground  in  first-class 

condition,  passed,  20-message,  communication,  33 
winter  sports,  George  Wright  Golf  Course:  order  for  advertisement 

by    Chamber   of    Commerce,    Boston    Elevated    Railway   Company, 

Massachusetts    Industrial    Commission,    sports    writers    of    Boston 

newspapers,   passed,    67 
Wood  ave.,  Ward  18,  playground:   permanent  brick  field  house  with 

facilities  for  showers,  etc.,  order  to  formulate  and  present  plans  to 

W.  P.  A.  authorities,  passed,  44 


Parking 

rear  of  city  hall:  police  department  requested  to  enforce  traffic  regu- 
lations to  insure  more  space  for  Boston  city  officials,  order  passed,  409 

Washington  St.,  one  side:  between  Fuller  and  Bailey  sts.,  Ward  17, 
order  passed,  450 

(George  F.)  Parkman  Fund 

for  Common  and  Parks  in  existence  on  January  12,  1887,  maintenance 

and    improvements 
transfers  to  park  department: 

$70,000,  passed,  174,  181 

$35,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  259,  260-passed,  273 


PARKMAN 


(34) 


PREPAREDNESS 


(George  F.)  Parkman  Fund,  Continued 
transfers  to  park  department: 

$30,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  319-passed,  326 

820,000,  358,  359-363 

820,000,  377-378 

820,000,  403,  404-415 

$13,000,  442,  433-450 

81,757.87,  407-477 

Parkman  Fund  Committee 

members:   Councilors  Kelly,  Linehan,  Coffey,  Gottlieb,  Wickes,  18 
transfers:   359,  363,  377,  378,  403,  404,  415,  442,  443,  450 

Parks  and  Playgrounds  Committee 

members:  Councilor  Goode,  Chairman,  and  Councilors  Russo,  Scannell, 
Gottlieb,  Hurley,  21 


Parochial  School  System 

water  bills:  order  to  exempt  all  such  schools  from  charges  for  water 
consumption  for  the  future,  preambles  and  order,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee,  48-new  draft  referring  to  constitutionality  of  exemp- 
tion passed,  52-message,  communication,  172 


Penal  Institutions  Department 

commissioner  appointed:    Joseph  P.   Donahoe  to  April  30,    1944, 

190.  192 
transfers:  84,125,  referred,  359 
transfers  within  departmental  appropriations: 

81,072.50,  referred  to  executive  committee,  163-passed,  167 
$1,085.92,  referred,  189-passed,  198 


Pensions  and  Annuities 

Alexander,  Mrs.  Ernest  L.,  petition,  page  453,  Council  Proceedings, 

1939-order  for  $2,100  for  self  and  seven  children  with  provisional 

reductions,  chargeable  to  Fire  Department,  Pensions  and  Annuities, 

passed,   438 
Caples,  Mrs.  Francis  J.,  husband,  late  of  police  department,  petition, 

245 
Connelly,  Mrs.  Thomas  J.,  for  death  of  husband,  late  member  of 

police  department,  petition  referred  to  executive  committee,  228 
Danehy,  Mrs.  Eugene  M.,  because  of  death  of  husband,  late  member  of 

police  department,  petition  referred  to  executive  committee,  13 
Foster,  Mrs.  Mary  E.,  husband,  late  member,  fire  department,  149 
Gannon,   Mrs.  Patrick  C,  for  death  of  husband,  late  member  of 

police  department,  petition  referred  to  executive  committee,  228- 

ordered  paid  82,200  for  self  and  three  minor  children,  passed,  273 
Goggin,  Thomas  E.,  former  employee  of  city  and  county,  resolution 

favoring  payment  of  annuity  of  81,200  for  self  and  minor  child,  passed, 

15 
Holland,  Mrs.  Thomas  E.,  husband,  late  of  fire  department,  368 
McLaughlin,  Mrs.  Bernard  P.,  husband,  late  of  fire  department,  47 
McLaughlin,  Mrs.  Joseph  H.,  husband,  late  of  fire  department,  64 
O'Keefe,  Mrs.  Cornelius  J.,  husband,  late  of  fire  department,  324 
Sullivan,   Mrs.  William   P.,  husband,  late  of  fire  department,  360 
Walsh,  Mrs.  Francis  P.,  husband,  late  member  of  fire  department, 

petition  because  of  death  of  husband,  260 

Welch,  Mrs.  William  T.,  husband,  late  of  Boston  police  department, 
petition,  329 


Pharmacists'  List 

abolition  at  city  hospital:  preambles  and  order  for  reasons  given  by 
Director  of  Civil  Service  for  abolishing,  passed,  118-message,  commu- 
nication, 143 

reply  to  request  for  information  filed,  154 

Phillips  Street  Fund 

erection  of  permanent  marker  for  first  school  for  blind  on  site  of  South 
Boston  municipal  building,  347-message  and  order  for  such  marking, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  454-passed,  460 

Pioneer  Painting  and  Maintenance  Company 

bond  of  indemnity  for  steelwork  at  Bellevue  Reservoir,  West  Roxbury, 
received,  190 


Pledge  to  Flag 

preambles  and  resolution  for  pledge  in  public  schools  and  City  Council, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  372-passed,  378 


Police  Department 

additional  appointments: 

patrolmen,  at  least  30,  order  to  appoint,  passed,  200,  201 
Commissioner  to  appoint  thirty  new  officers  prior  to  expiration   of 
present  list,  order  passed,  238 

additional  police  officers:  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  to  replace 
members  of  force  called  for  service  training,  order  passed,  391 

additional  sixty:  his  Honor  to  enlarge  force  in  Boston,  order  passed, 
274 

ambulance,  Dorchester  district:  consider  assigning  to  be  garaged 
at  local  police  stations,  order  passed,  201-message,  communication, 
210 

assign  officers  to  traffic  duty:  on  Albany  st.  at  accident  entrance  of 
Boston  City  Hospital  during  heavy  traffic  hours  to  keep  this  en- 
trance clear,   order  passed,  275,  276-message,  communication,  295 

discarded  overcoats:  order  to  turn  over  to  public  welfare  department 
for  recipients  of  welfare,  passed,  82 

football  game  supervision:  park  department  to  provide  police  super- 
vision and  proper  medical  attention  during  games,  order  passed,  373 

free  of  vehicular  traffic:  on  route  of  Evacuation  Day  parade.  Wards  6 
and  7,  March  16,  order  passed,  67,  68 

officers:  to  enforce  parking  regulations  in  rear  of  City  Hall,  order 
passed,  409 

patrolling  South  Boston  beaches:  a  cruising  car  between  12  and  1 
noon  to  prevent  school  children  playing  on  ice  floes,  order  passed, 
28-message,   communication,   55 

pensions  and  annuities,  petitions  referred  to  executive  committee: 
Danehy,  Mrs.  Eugene  M.,  13 

police  auto  sirens:  equip  all  automobiles  of  department,  order  passed, 
302 

police  commissioner  in  cooperation  with  registrar  of  motor  vehicles 
to  establish  proper  regulations  and  require  license  for  operation  of 
driving  schools,  order  passed,  275-message,  communication,  307 

reconsideration  of  recent  order  reducing  number  of  taxicabs,  reso- 
lution of  City  Council  asking  reconsideration  rejected,  27,  28,  68,  69 

regulation  of  "beano"  games:  complaints  of  violations  centered  in 
Dorchester  district,  order  for  reason,  passed,  84,  85 

reimbursements:  see  Contingent  Fund,  orders  against,  police  depart- 
ment, names  of  employees  reimbursed 

reinstatement  orders  passed:  Gray,  James,  41 

sedans  in  place  of  coupes:  order  for  Commissioner  to  reconsider 
order,  passed,  446 

suspension  from  active  duty:  Joseph  Tully,  officer  re  assault  on 
boy;  names  of  witnesses  available,  of  assault  on  Vincent  Di  Blasi, 
orders  (two)  passed,  246-message,  communication,  296 

supervision  of  "beano"  games:  by  all  officers  covering  games, 
number  attending  games,  amount  of  money  taken  in  and  any  viola- 
tions of  law.  order  passed,  235,  236 

traffic  officers: 

adequate  for  protection  of  school  children  at  crossings  on  Saratoga 

st.,  at  junction  of  St.  Andrew  rd.,  Orient  Heights,  order  passed,  40 

Dudley  and  Washington  sts.,  Warren  and  Washington  sts.,  Roxbury, 

and  Washington  sts.,  on  duty  all  day  Saturdays  and  before  holidays, 

order  passed,  274 

transfers: 
$5,600,  377 

hospital  to  police  department:  $8,080,  H,  relief  projects,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  367— passed,  369 

use  of  coupes:  communication  from  department,  sedans  in  conjunction 
with  cruising  coupes  for  use  by  officers,  filed,  472 

use  of  sidewalks  for  parking  space  adjacent  to  public  parking  spaces,  I 
order  for  police  to  watch,  passed,  390,  391 

vacant  land:  used  as  playgrounds  for  small  children,  land  owned  by 
city,  order  passed,  449 

vacations:  include  two  days  to  which  they  are  entitled  during  course 
of  employment,  order  passed,  202 


Polling  Booth,  Precinct  10,  Ward  20 

location  change:   on  Falcon  st.,  corner  of  Washington  and  La  Grange 
sts.,  the  original  location,  order  passed,  415 


Preparedness 

support:    preambles  and  resolution  requesting  Congress  to  cooperate 
in  support  of  President's  preparedness  appropriation,  passed,  213 


PRINTING 
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PUBLIC 


Printing  Committee 


members:  Councilors  Scannell,  Chase,  Kelly,  D.  F.  Sullivan,  Linehan, 
18 


Printing  Department 

superintendent  of   printing:   John  J.   Twomey,   appointed   by  the 

Mayor,  filed,  471 
departmental  telephone  directory:  consider  printing  and  issuing  for 

various  departments  and  their  heads,  order  passed,  42 
order  to  furnish  corporation  counsel  with  copies  of  "Special  Statutes 

Concerning   City   of   Boston"   for   distribution   to    City   Councilors, 

passed,  328 

Prison  Inspection  Committee 
members:  Councilors  Lyons,  Fish,  Taylor,  Langan,  M.  H.  Sullivan,  18 

Prisoner's  Cage,  Roxbury  Municipal  Court 

public  buildings  department  to  install  prisoner's  cage,  order  passed,  444 

Private  Bus  Line  to  Boston  Airport 

the  Mayor  to  approve  permit  for  private  bus  line  along  Maverick  st. 
from  Maverick  station  and  return,  order  passed,  381,  382 

Prohibition  of  Unnecessary  Noises 

ordinances  and  penalties  similar  to  those  by  Mayor  La  Guardia  of  New 
York,  ordinance  referred  to  ordinances  committee,  421-passed,  459 

Public  Buildings  Department 

armory  expenses:  Commonwealth  ave.  and  Arlington  St.,  message 
and  order  for  $7,000  from  public  buildings  income  received  from 
Commonwealth,  referred  to  executive  committee,  454-passed,  460 

Chestnut  Hill  ave.  fire  station:  convert  unused  building  into  munic- 
ipal building  under  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction,  362 

demolition,  dilapidated  buildings:  former  library  building  on  Brooks 
st.,  Ward  22,  order  passed,  437 

filing  cabinets  for  Council  members:  order  to  furnish  immediately, 
passed,  49 

Hyde  Park  municipal  building:  repair,  provide  suitable  locks  and 
clean,  orderpassed,  26 

interviewing  rooms:  erect  partitions  in  west  anteroom  on  fourth  floor 
of  City  Hall  to  provide  five  to  seven  rooms  for  private  interviews  with 
Councilors'  constituents,  to  be  equipped  with  desk,  two  chairs  and 
telephone  service,  orders  referred  to  rules  committee,  21 

municipal  building,  Ward  17:  project  for  erection,  order  passed,  464 

prisoner's  cage:  Roxbury  Municipal  Court,  order  to  have  cage  installed, 
passed,  444 

signal  apparatus  in  elevator  service:  in  City  Hall  and  Annex,  order 
to  improve,  passed,  382 

Public  Control  Act 

validity  test:  by  Supreme  Court  and  refusal  of  City  to  pay  its  share  of 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  deficit,  order  passed,  136 

Public  Entertainments 

transfers  within  appropriation:  $4,000,  referred  to  executive  committee, 
340-passed,  341 

Public  Lands  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Russo,  Ward,  Wickes,  D.  F.  Sullivan,  Hurley,  18 
reports:   363,  421,  451 

Public  Utilities  Commission 

Hyde  Park  service  by  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Rail- 
road: 

3  resolves  and  4  orders;    violation  of  needs  of  community;    proposed 
hearings;    resolution  favoring  trial  period  of  bus  service;    appoint- 
ment of  committee  for  increased  service;  copy  of  orders  and  resolu- 
tions to  be  forwarded  to  Public  Utilities  Commission,  191 
notice  re  service  received,  281 
notice  of  petition  to  discontinue  service:  of  New  Haven  Railroad 

at  Boylston  St.,  Jamaica  Plain,  and  Forest  Hills  stations,  filed,  271 

openings  in  streets  by  public  utility  corporations  to  be  restored  to 

original  condition,  order  passed,  156-message,  communication,  207 


Public  Utilities  Commission,  Continued 

preambles  and  order  to  take  action  through  law  department  in  con- 
junction with  legal  representatives  of  Lynn,  Revere  and  Winthrop  to 
enjoin  railroad  officials  from  ceasing  to  operate  Boston,  Revere  Beach 
and  Lynn  Railroad,  referred  to  executive  committee,  25-new  draft 
of  order,  passed,  27 


Public  Safety  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Taylor,  Langan,  Goode,  Fish,  Hutchinson,  18 
call   meeting  of  officials:    of  Boston  Elevated    Railway  Company, 
commissioners  of  police  and  traffic  departments,   order  to  prevent 
accidents  by  planning  means  to  keep  bus  stops  clear,  passed,  341 

Public  Welfare  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Coffey,  Wickes,  Ward,  Russo,  Hurley,  18;  Coun- 
cilor Ward  resigned,  21 

Public  Welfare  Department 

secretary  elected:  notice  received,  35-at  $6,000  per  year,  212 

chairman:  John  J.  Walsh,  chairman,  212 

vice-chairman:  Margaret  J.  Gookin,  212 

treasurer:  Edward  H.  Willey,  212 

overseers  appointed  to  April  30,  1943:  Philip  J.  Feinberg,  William  J. 

Finn,  Mary  Louise  R.  Harwood,  Margaret  Gookin,  190 
director  to  appear  at  executive  session:  to  inform  what,  if  any, 
effect  the  Defense  program  has  had  on  lightening  load  of  public  wel- 
fare, order  referred  to  executive  committee,  438 
Boston  recipients  given  preference:  by  Federal  Housing  contractors, 
order  for  able-bodied  recipients  of  W.  P.  A.,  public  welfare  and  soldiers' 
relief  to  be  given  preference  in  work,  passed,  43-message,  communica- 
tion, 56,  172 
Christmas  baskets:  additional  allowance  of  five  dollars  for  purchase  of 

baskets  by  each  family  receiving  aid,  449 
coal  for  recipients:   put  through  so  there  may  be  no  waiting  during 

cold  weather,  order  passed,  362 
coal  and  oil  for  recipients:  because  of  recent  suffering  from  cold, 
order  to  furnish  coal  and  oil,  order  passed,  407-message,  communica- 
tion, 470 
donation  from  Suffolk  Downs  race  track:  order  to  consider  present- 
ing to  department  proceeds  of  three  days'  receipts,  passed,  118 
emergency  fuel  delivery:  make  immediate  delivery  to  recipients  of 
welfare,  mothers'  aid  and  old  age  assistance,  order  passed,  421,  422- 
message,  communication,  467 
enlargement,  Wayfarers'  Lodge:  department  to  formulate  plans  for 
provision  of  larger  number  of  persons,  order  referred  to  public  welfare 
committee,  182 
fuel  oil  and  coal  deliveries:  investigation  by  department  to  avoid 
recipients'  suffering,  order  passed,  14—  message,  communication,  86,  87 
inspection  of  homes:  to  inspect  oftener  the  rest  homes  where  welfare 

and  old  age  assistance  recipients  are  housed,  303 
limit  days  of  work  of  recipients:  in  any  or  all  departments  to  four 

days,  order  passed,  81-message,  communication,  143 
loan,  $4,170,000:  for  welfare,  soldiers'  relief,  and  Federal  emergency 
unemployment,  order  for  loan,  referred  to  finance  committee,   140- 
passed,  196,197-final  reading,  passage,  212 
Massachusetts  race  tracks:  breakages  to  go  to  cities  and  towns  in 

state  for  welfare  purposes,  order  passed,  438 
non-support  applications:  welfare  visitors  not  to  suggest  to  appli- 
cants an  application  for  non-support  in  order  to  increase  welfare  aid, 
order  referred  to  public  welfare  committee,  176,  177 
overcoats:  discarded  by  police  department,  order  to  turn  over  to  recip- 
ients, passed,  82 
payments  to  recipients  on  Wednesday  instead  of  Friday  after  Thanks- 
giving, order  passed,  420 
restoration,   $50  medical  allotments:  City  and  State  welfare  au- 
thorities to  confer  for  regulation  of  allotments,  order  passed,  300- 
message,  communication,  338 
salary  difference:  prevent  welfare  recipients  at  $10  weekly  working  in 
same  office  as  other  workers  receiving  much  more,  order  passed,  312 
sale  of  land  144-150  Maverick  st.:  for  sale  at  $250,  referred  to  public 

lands  committee,  306,  307 
social  workers  and  visitors:  mail  checks  to  those  unable  to  call  for 
them  because  of  infirmities,  order  passed,  410-message,  communica- 
tion, 470,  471 
supplementary  aid   increase:   order  passed,  79-message,   communi- 
cation, 147 
ten-cent  fee  from  race  track  admissions:  for  use  of  welfare  depart- 
ment, order  passed,  272 
transfers:  $200,  Wayfarers'  Lodge,  referred  to  executive  committee,  333 
welfare  unit:  establish  at  George  Street  school,  Ward  8,  order  passed, 
90-message,  communication,  147 


PUBLIC 


(36) 


PUBLIC 


Public  Welfare  Department,  Continued 

welfare  unit,  Ward  8:  order  to  erect  unit,  Roxbury  section,  referred  to 

public  welfare  committee,  361 
working  for  ten  dollars  a  week:  with  those  receiving  five  times 

amount,  order  to  prevent  working  in  same  office,  passed,  312 
W.  P.  A.  assignments:  to  welfare  recipients,  order,  328 


Public  Works  Department 

boat  tie-ups:  at  Meridian  street  bridge,  Chelsea,   order  to  prevent 

navigation  tie-up,  passed,  214 
bridges,  reconstruction,  repair:  $145,000,  authorization  to  borrow 

in  excess,  order  rescinded,  see  241,   No.  4,  relief  projects,  $12,000 

(June  3,  1940),  241,  passed,  273 
button  system:  for  work  in  snow  removal,  order  to  abolish  system  of 

distribution  of  buttons  by  Councilors,  passed,  66 
cashing  checks  at  city  yards:  authority  for  check  cashing  by  armored 

car  or  individual  for  snow  workers,  order  passed,  79,  80 
clearing  off  debris:  on  vacant  lots,  publicly  and  privately  owned,  order 

passed,  119-message,  communication,  148 
cleaning  streets,  orders  passed: 

Dorchester  streets,  408-message,  communication,  442 

Ward  10  streets,  472 
cobblestones  in  Boston:  replace  cobblestones  with  smooth  pavement 

under  W.  P.  A.  plan,    order    passed,   437-message,    communication, 

452 
cobblestones,  Massachusetts  ave. :  from  New  York,  New  Haven  and 

Hartford  Railroad  bridge  to  Beacon  st.  and  repave  under  W.  P.  A. 

construction  plan,  order  passed,  25-message,  communication,  59 
collection,  ashes  and  garbage: 

additional  trucks  for  collections  in  District  No.  7,  order  for  purchase, 
passed,  22-message,  communication  filed,  59,  60 

Ward  3,  additional  collection,  198-message,  communication,  208 
condition  of  pipes  in  streets:  to  be  examined  at  time  streets  are 

opened  for  repairs,  order  passed,  153-message,  communication,  209, 

210 
construction  orders  passed:  Ward  18,  463 
culvert  construction:  on  Bennington  St.,  from  Westbrook  st.  to  Orient 

Heights  station,  order  passed,  177 
dust  nuisance,  Huntington  ave.:  use  every  effort  to  abate  between 

Exeter  st.  and  Boston  Opera  House,  using  sprinkler  hourly,  order 

passed,  178 
dust   nuisance,   Ward   3:   abatement,   purchase   of  sprinkler,   order 

passed,  198 
elimination  of  curve,  East  Eighth  st. :  order  to  take  some  feet  from 

Old  Harbor  to  Mercer  sts.,  passed,  363-message,  communication,  385 
employees'  reimbursements:  see  Contingent  Fund,  charges  against 

public  works  department,  names  of  employees,  25,  26 
employment  of  boys:  for  snow  shoveling  in  place  of  men,  order  to 

reprimand  responsible  parties,  passed,  64,  65-message,  communica- 
tion, 75,  76 
engineer,  bridge  and  ferry  division:    order  for  prompt  removal  of 

snow  in  territory  under  jurisdiction,  passed,  79-message,  communica- 
tion, 93-message,  communication,  126 
flagpole,  Peabody  sq.,  Wards  16,  17:  order  to  erect  new  pole  to  re- 
place old,  passed,  219 
ice  for  drinking  fountains:  in  whole  City,  to  be  provided  by  park  and 

public  works  departments,  order  passed,  251 
identity  of  snow  removal   workers:   information  requested,   order 

passed,  80-message,  communication,  94 
lighting  orders  passed: 

Ward  1,  41,  177 

Ward  3,  137 

Ward  7,  251 

Ward  9,  50,  90 

Ward  11,  179 

Ward  13,  24,  201,  410,  474 

Ward  14,  50 

Ward  17,  121,  312 

Ward  19,  409 

Ward  21,  166,  245,  422 
list  of  snow  button  recipients:  from  other  than  yard  foreman,  order 

passed,  80 
more  men  in  sanitary  division:  order  to  assign,  order  passed,  472, 

473-amended  to  include  "elsewhere  in  city,"  473 
outages,  gas  lamps:  report  of  number  of  such  outages,  order  passed, 

50-message,  communication,  75 
overhead  pedestrian  ramp:  order  to  build  from  sidewalk,  Columbia 

rd.  to  Columbus  Park  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  passed,  68 
paving    blocks    removal:  on  roadway,  near  Dudley  and  Washington 

sts.,  Ward  9,  order  passed,  165 
payment  for  trucks:  information,  if  receiving  pay  under  W.  P.  A. 

projects  as  well  as  from  City,  order  passed,  80 
prevention  of  skidding:  on  wooden  bridges,  public  works  department 
to  take  steps  to  prevent,  order  passed,  409 


Public  Works  Department,  Continued 

rebate  for  non-use  of  gas  lamps:  on  streets  under  contract  with  Bos- 
ton Consolidated  Gas  Company,  order  passed,  50-message,  communi- 
cation, 75 
reconstruction  of  sidewalks,  orders  passed: 

Ward  4,  48,  121 

Ward  7  (16  streets),  118,  374 

Ward  9,  90,  217  (6) 

Ward  13,  177 
reimbursements  for  City  employees:  see  Claims,  reimbursements 
repair  route,  Evacuation  Day  parade:  holes  filled,  and  streets  cleaned 

prior  to  March  16,  order  passed,  67,  68-message,  communication,  76 
repaying  orders  passed: 

Ward  4,  251 

Ward  10,  119 

Ward  13  (4),  43,  50,  84,  91,  99 

Ward  15  (5),  44 

Ward  16,  351 

Ward  17,  351 

Ward  21,  238,  351 
restore  to  original  condition:    all  openings  by  public  utility  cor 

porations,  after  opening  by  companies,  order  passed,  156-message 

communication,  207 
resurfacing  orders  passed: 

St.  Gregory's  ct.,  Ward  17,  page  494  of  1939  Proceedings-message 
communication,  33,  34 

Ward  6  (10),  136,  171,  218,  373,  397 

Ward  8,  242 

Ward  9,  217 

Ward  11,  239 

Ward  12,  39 

Ward  13,  165,  216,  382,  411 

Ward  14,  374 

Ward  15,  165,  216,  363 

Ward  16,  382 

Ward  17,  121,  149,  312,  314,  330,  394,  476 

Ward  18,  89,  154,  165,  237,  394 

Ward  19,  89,  152,  252 

Ward  20,  202,  355,  451 

Ward  21,  409 

Ward  22,  81,  151 
safety  curbs  on  bridges:   increase  height  to  18  inches  on  L  st.  bridgf 

and  others  leading  to  South  Boston,  order  passed,  24-message,  com- 
munication, filed,  29 
safety  island  orders  passed: 

Ward  1,  49 

Ward  6,  348 

Ward  7,  239 
sanitary  division  order  passed:  Ward  3  streets,  472,  473 
setting  edgestone:  in  front  of  No.  201  Lake  St.,  order  passed,  248 
sidewalk  assessment  orders: 

Ward  1,  Falcon  st.,  405;  Leyden  st.,  No.  165  and  No.  215,  297 

Ward  10,  South  Huntington  ave.,  405 

Ward  16  (2),  47,  391,  430 

Ward  21  (3),  149 

Ward  22,  405 
sidewalk  orders  passed: 

Ward  1,  311,  330,  334 

Ward  4   90   335 

Ward  6!  136,  171,  218,  302,  314,  354,  397 

Ward  7,  218,  281,  354,  374,  397,  408 

Ward  8,  242 

Ward  9,  217 

Ward  10,  233,  274,  342 

Ward  11,  362,  409 

Ward  13,  301 

Ward  15,  165,  335,  374 

Ward  16,  41,  216,  378,  444 

Ward  17,  361 

Ward  18,  51,  165,  237,  330 

Ward  19,  90,  106,  179,  216,  238,  273,  314,  315,  347,  355,  383,  409 
Ward  20,  28,  181,  202,  206 
Ward  21,  378,  409 
skidding  danger:  on  wooden  bridges,  steps  to  prevent,  order  passed 

409-message,  communication,  441,  442 
snow  removal  and  repair:  at  William  Carter  playground  after  use 

by  department  for  snow  storage,  order  passed,  137 
snow   removal    information:  under  nine  heads,    order   referred   tc 

executive  committee,  165 
snow  removal  order  passed :  Wards  6  and  7,  84 

South  End  sewerage  system:  W.  P.  A.  program  to  eliminate  condi- 
tions, order  passed,  150 
South  Ferry:  to  make  immediately  repairs  on  north  slip   on   Boston 

side,  order  passed,  448 
street  cleaning  orders  passed: 
East  Boston  section  streets,  137 
Ward  13  streets,  160 
street  construction  orders  passed: 
Ward  16,  84 
Ward  18,  463  (Corriganville  section  of  Hyde  Park) 
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street  widening,  Blue  Hill  ave.:  see  Street  Laying-Out  Department. 

street  widening  orders 
superhighway:  through  Boston,  conference  with  public  works  com- 
missioner for  accepting  plans,  order  passed,  369 
survey,  Brigham  circle,  Ward  10:  traffic  conditions,  survey  by  public 

works   department,   traffic   commission   and   transit   department   for 

safety  of  pedestrians,  order  passed,  438 
survey  of  lighting  conditions,  Ward  14:  order  to  make,  passed,  50 
survey,  Ward   18  streets:  of  "Belnel  Village",  formulate  plans  to 

have  accepted  and  laid  out  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construction, 

order  passed,  44 
survey,  Ward  20:  of  area  bounded  by  Stimson,  Grove,  Centre  sts. 

for  installation  of  water,  sewer  pipes,  also  constructing  roadways  and 

sidewalks,  order  passed,  250,  251 
transfers: 

$3,600  sanitary  service,  referred  to  executive  committee,  340 

$500,  359 

$300, 377 

$5,925,  389-passed,  394 

$650,  390-394 
trucks  in  District  No.  7:  provide  for  additional  trucks,  order  for 

purchase,  passed,  22-message,  communication,  59,  60 
underpass  construction  orders  passed:  Brigham  circle,  Ward  10, 

38,39 
underpass  repair  orders  passed:  Ward  18,  51 
Ward  8,  Fort  Point  Channel  on  Massachusetts  ave.,  order  to  erect 

fence,  passed,  201-message,  communication,  225 
water  division:  revision,  revised  ordinance,  1925;  message  and  amend- 
ment referred  to  ordinances  committee,  122,  123,  124 
waterfront,   East  Boston:  erect  a  sea  wall  to  prevent  flooding  of 

properties  at   high  tide,  order  passed,  177-message,  communication, 

204,  205 
water    income   division   orders:    order  to   exempt  Parochial  School 

System  from  all  charges  for  water  consumption  in  future,  referred 

to  executive  committee,  48-new  draft  re  constitutionality  of  such 

exemption,  passed,  52 
water  income  surplus,  $866,683.12:  message  and  order  under  section 

1,  chapter  324,  Acts  1914,  income  surplus    to  be  applied  to  interest 

and  sinking  fund  requirements,  order  for  authority  for  such  application, 

referred  to  executive  committee,  94— passed,  102 


Quoits 

games:  see  page  300 


Race  Tracks 

fee  ten  cents:  to  contribute  from  each  admission  fee  to  welfare  de- 
partment to  help  in  its  burden,  order  passed,  272 

Randidge  Fund 

transfer  of  $5,000  from  reserve  fund  for  excursions  for  children  from 
various  sections  of  city,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  244- 
passed,  248 

Rapid  Transit,  Inc. 

bus  operation  permit  petitions: 

Saratoga  st.  from  Winthrop-Boston  line  to  North  st.,  96  (Route  A)- 

granted,  104,  105,  106 
Saratoga  st.  from  Winthrop-Boston  line  to  Cross  st.,  Sumner  tunnel 

96  (Route  B)-granted,  104,  105,  106 

Razing  Bremen  Street  Wall 

investigation  of  legality:  Public  Works  Commissioner  Hyland  to 
remove  wall  built  by  Federal  funds  in  Day  sq.  section  to  make  gasoline 
station,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  299 

Real  Estate  Division 

$2,600  special  appropriation:  for  foreclosed  property  operation 
expenditures,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  426,  427-passed, 
437 

Reconsideration  Requested 

vote  re  Americanization  Bureau,  motion  for  reconsideration  lost,  291 


Reconstruction  of  Dilapidated  Wharves 

City  and  private  owned:  see  W.  P.  A.  and  R.  F.  C. 

Reconstruction  Finance  Corporation 

order  for  Boston  Port  Authority  to  formulate  and  present  plans  to 
Public  Works  Authorities  for  city  and  private  owners  of  dilapidated 
wharves  to  obtain  funds  for  reconstruction  through  W.  P.  A.  and 
R.  F.  C.  sources,  passed,  41 

(William  F.)  Reddish  Associates 

roping  off  streets  for  Annual  Ten-Mile  Run,  April  6,  order  passed,  89 

Register  of  Probate  for  County  of  Suffolk 

prepare  and  have  printed  copies  of  Indexes,  cost  not  to  exceed  $9,500, 
order  referred  to  executive  committee,  280-passed,  285 

Registrar  of  Motor  Vehicles 

cooperate  .with  police  commissioner  for  establishment  of  proper  regu- 
lations to  require  license  for  operation  of  driving  schools,  order  passed, 
275 


Registry  of  Deeds 

Fitzgerald,  William  T.  A.:  Register  of  Deeds  for  Suffolk  County  for 
six  years,  filed  by  Board  of  Election  Commissioners,  471 

Assistant  Register  of  Deeds:  John  J.  Attridge  for  six  years  from 
January  1,  1941 

bond  approvals:  William  T.  A.  Fitzgerald,  register  of  deeds,  Francis 
P.  Butler,  John  J.  Mahoney  and  John  J.  Attridge  as  assistants,  63 


Reinstatements 

Gray,  James:  to  police  department,  resolution  passed,  41 

Relief  Stations 

see  Hospitals  Department,  Boston  City  Hospital 
Replacing  American  Citizens  with  Refugees 

resolution  opposing  dismissing  American-born  or  naturalized  citizens 
and  replacing  with  refugees  from  other  countries,  passed,  311 

resolution  for  effort  by  Mayor  to  obtain  agreement  from  business  houses 
to  stop  such  practice,  passed,  311 

Reports  to  City  Council 

budget  procedure:  by  finance  commission,  filed,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  35 

to  38,  inclusive 
gas   lamp   outages:   during  past  three  weeks,  order  for  report  from 

public  works  department,  passed,  50 
jurisdiction   over   Suffolk   County   jail:  from   finance   commission 

received,  60  to  63,  inclusive 
(partial)  report,   Boston  Finance  Commission:    re  police  depart- 
ment received,  filed,  pp.  261  to  271,  inclusive 
sinking  funds  commission:  estimated  amount  possible  within  debt 

limit,  $9,209,600.51  for  1940,  78 
snow  buttons  given  by  Councilors:  legal  opinion  by  law  department, 

filed,  54 
snow  removal   report:  from  finance  commission,  filed,  128  to   134, 

inclusive 

Reservoir,  Old  Brookline 

communication  from  town  of  Brookline,  terminating  City's  rights  in 
Old  Brookline  Reservoir  on  March  29,  1941,  212 

Resignations 

Burke,  James:  of  law  department,  resigned,  order  for  Mayor  to  fill 

vacancy,  no  action  taken  on  order,  302 
Dorgan,  Thomas:  of  law  department  resigned,  order  for  Mayor  to 

fill  vacancy,  no  action  taken  on  order,  302 
McNamara,  Harry  W.,  as  constable,  8 
Parkman,  Henry,  Jr.,  as  corporation  counsel,  149;  resigned,  order  for 

Mayor  to  fill  vacancy,  no  action  on  order,  302 
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Laborers'    Retirement    Act, 


Retirements 

Gannon,  Charles  J.,  under  Laborers'  Retirement  Act,  petition,  96- 

order  passed,  102 
Petrola,  Henry,  laborer  under  provisions  of  Laborers'  Retirement  Act, 

352-order  to  grant,  passed,  353 
Sullivan,    Timothy    J.,  laborer   under 

petition,  64— passed,  68 
Walsh,  William  J.,  as  assistant  city  messenger,  April  30,  1940,  175 
Watts,  Dr.  H.  F.  R.,  as  health  commissioner,  filed,  405 


Ringling  Brothers  Circus 

investigation  to  prevent  spread  of  communicable  diseases,  order  passed, 

199 
order  that  the  officials  controlling  sale  of  seats  refrain  from  selling  seats 

for  rear  rows  of  balcony  at  Boston  Garden,  passed,  176 

Rittenhouse,  Charles  F. 

statement  of  non-cooperation  of  City  Council  with  the  Mayor  of  Boston, 
made  before  Eastern  Massachusetts  Home  Economics  Association, 
217-order  for  explanation  and  appearance  before  Council,  passed,  220- 
Councilor  Carey  submitted  letters  to  and  from  Mr.  Rittenhouse, 
248,  249 

Rotary  Traffic  System 

Installation:  see  Traffic  Commission,  Kane  sq.,  Ward  15,  Dorchester 
or  page  237 

Rowing  for  High  Schools 

re-establish  sport:  order  passed,  120 

Rule  33  Amendment 

admission  to  rooms  on  fourth  floor:  with  exception  of  room  40, 
order  for  exclusion  of  all  but  councilors  and  officers  unless  accom- 
panied by  member  of  council,  order  referred  to  rules  committee,  22 

Rules  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Langan,  Fish,  Lyons,  Taylor,  M.  H.  Sullivan,  18 
reports:  51,  67 

Russell,    Bertrand,    Member   of    Faculty    of    Harvard 
College 

Boston  City  Council  members  resolve  to  oppose  the  appointment  to 
faculty,  resolution,  referred  to  rules,  202 

Russo,  Joseph,  Councilor,  Ward  3 

ward  area:  Boston  proper 
temporary  chairman:  167  to  171 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  license  fees,  public  welfare,  appropriations,  licenses,  public 
lands,  18 

parks  and  playgrounds,  21 
correction  in  Council  record:  354 
improvements,  Ward  3: 

(Thomas)  Andrews  sq.,  348 

Charles  at  Allen  st.,  91 

Cleveland  pi.,  137 

Harrison  ave.  at  Broadway,  198 
orders: 

adult  dental  clinic,  451  (with  Councilor  Galvin) 

appointment  of  temporary  matrons,  242  (with  Councilor  Taylor) 

assault  on  boy  (2  orders),  246 

Cambridge  st.  subway  entrance,  330 

Charles  st.  beach,  177 

checking  for  lockers,  330 

collection  of  garbage,  Ward  3,  198 

dust  abatement,  Ward  3,  198 

erection  of  fence,  playground,  Ward  3,  272 

establishment,  floating  hospital,  198 

fence,  Prado  fountain,  360 

firehouse  in  North  End,  67 

flagpole,  North  End  pk.,  360 

flooding  playgrounds,  Ward  3,  381 

food  stamp  plan,  347,  348 

housing  projects  for  Ward  3,  430 

ice  for  drinking  fountains,  251 

improvement,  Charles  st.  playground,  150 


Russo,  Joseph,  Councilor,  Ward  3,  Continued 

orders : 

improvement    of   Randolph    st.    playground,    100    (with    Councilor 
Hurley) 

increase  of  bus  fares,  235  (with  Councilor  Chase) 

installation  of  bocce  alleys,  219  (with  Councilors  M.  H.  Sullivan  and 
Goode) 

lease  to  James  E.  Welch  Post,  198 

licensing  automobile  driving  schools,  275 

lockers,  Charles  River  beach,  430 

more  men  in  sanitary  division,  472 

motion  to  go  into  executive  session,  241,  242 

motorized  sprinkler  and  sweepers,  476 

new  boilers,  North  Bennet  st.  building,  26 

opinion  requested  from  corporation  counsel,  289 

proposed  abrogation  of  Union  Freight  Railroad  franchise,  51,  52 

reopening  Haymarket  relief  station,  67  (with  Councilor  Galvin) 

resanding  Charles  st.  beach,  Ward  3,  150 

survey,  West  End  for  playground,  89 

wading  pool,  Ward  3,  177 

welfare  payment  by  check,  410 

W.  P.  A.  project  for  Charter  st.  playground,  251 
reconsideration:  vote  to  go  into  executive  session,  242 
remarks: 

ante-birth  control  resolution,  455 

appointment,  Margaret  J.  Busche,  431,  432 

Cambridge  st.  subway  entrance,  330,  331 

Charles  St.  beach,  177 

collection  of  garbage,  Ward  3,  198 

dust  abatement,  Ward  3,  198 

erection  of  fence,  playground,  Ward  3,  272 

establishment,  floating  hospital,  198 

fence,  Prado  fountain,  360 

flagpole,  North  End  pk.,  360 

food  stamp  plan,  347,  348 

housing  projects  for  Ward  3,  430,  431 

ice  for  drinking  fountains,  251 

increase  of  bus  fares,  235 

industrial  insurance  charges,  445,  446 

licensing  automobile  driving  schools,  275 

lockers,  Charles  River  beach,  430 

method  of  flag  salute  by  school  children,  349 

more  men,  sanitary  division,  472,  473 

motion  to  go  into  executive  session,  242 

motorized  sprinkler  and  sweepers,  476,  478 

naming,  Thomas  Andrews  sq.,  348 

new  boilers,  North  Bennet  st.  building,  26 

opinion  requested  from  corporation  counsel,  289,  290 

opposition  to  legislation  re  naturalized  citizens  in  defense  work,  348 

pledge  of  allegiance  to  flag,  372,  379,  380 

re-establishment,  local  five-cent  fares,  Boston  Elevated,  285 

reopening  Haymarket  relief  station,  67 

reports    of    committees:    appropriations,    budget    for    1940,    117; 
executive,  288,  378,  379;  licenses,  449,  450;  public  lands,  421 

sale,  land  on  Old  Centre  St.,  413 

survey,  West  End  for  playground,  89 

traffic  lights,  Charles  and  Allen  streets,  91 

welfare  payment  by  check,  410 
resolutions: 

opposition  to  legislation  re  naturalized  citizens  in  defense  work,  347 

pledge  of  allegiance  to  flag,  372 
unanimous  consents: 

appointment  of  temporary  matrons,  242 

outstanding  taxes  on  Joshua  Bennett  estate  land,  243 

re-election,  Senator  David  I.  Walsh,  392 

request  to  have  portion  of  record  stricken  out,  272 
vote  doubt:  motion  to  go  into  executive  session,  242 

St.  Patrick's  Day  Celebration  in  South  Boston 

March  16:  order  to  arrange  for  skeleton  force  of  city  emplovees,  passed, 
89 

Safety  Islands 

erection:  see  Public  Works  Department,  safety  islands,  orders  passed 

Sales 

air  rifles:  law  department  to  draft  bill  for  presentation  to  next  session 

of  state  legislature  to  prohibit  such  sales,  order  passed,  248 
cast-iron   pipe:  at  S11.865  for  3,500  linear  feet,  36-inch,  and  3,500 
linear  feet,  order  for  sale  referred  to  executive  committee,  86-passed, 
137 
land: 

chestnut  hill  ave.:  at  35  cents  per  square  foot,  message  and  order, 
referred  to  public  lands  committee,  427;  parcel  "C"  and  "D"  for 
85,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  388-report  laid  on  table, 
394-referred  to  public  lands  committee,  reference  lost,  passed, 
394-message  and  order  for  sale  referred  to  public  lands  committee, 
321-order  passed,  421 
dedham:  at  public  auction,  §1,000,  assessed  for  §7,000,  referred  to 
public  lands  committee,  388,  389 
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land: 

144-150  maverick  ST.:  for  $250,  referred  to  public  lands  committee, 

306,  307-passed,  September  30,  363-final  passage,  370 
monument  ST.,  charlestown:  message  and  order  for  sale,  referred 

to  executive  committee,  376,  377 
Saratoga  St.,  east  boston:  $500,  unused  city  land,  discontinued 
portion  of  street,  order  for  sale,  referred  to  public  lands  committee, 
427,  428,  429 

North  Grove  st.:  sale  to  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  message, 
preambles  and  orders  referred  to  public  lands  committee,  224, 
225-passed,  412,  413-passed  finally,  432,  433 

North  Grove  st.,  "Parcel  C":  no  longer  used  for  mortuary  purposes 
of  city,  preambles  and  order  for  sale  for  $64,389  and  grant  of  "Parcel 
A,"  referred  to  public  lands  committee,  47-favorable  report,  394- 
motion  to  lay  on  table  carried,  395 

Old  Centre  st.,  West  Roxbury:  4,568  square  feet  for  $150,  unused 
city  land,  bordering  land  owned  by  Lillian  Layden,  preambles,  de- 
scription and  order  referred  to  public  lands  committee,  46-motion 
to  lay  on  table,  395— motion  carried,  413-order  passed,  414,  415- 
second,  final  passage,  432,  433 

obsolete  X-ray  films:  5,072  pounds  not  required  by  hospital  depart- 
ment, bids  to  be  invited  by  advertisement  in  City  Record,  order 
authorizing  sale  referred  to  executive  committee,  141-passed,  155 

horses,  equipment:  institutions  department  to  be  replaced  by  auto- 
mobiles, upset  price  $2,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  189, 
190-passed,  197 

Saugus  Transportation  Company 

order  to  request  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  to  transport 
passengers  on  their  buses  from  Winthrop  through  East  Boston 
Traffic  Tunnel  to  city  and  return  for  relief  of  traffic  congestion, 
passed,  40 

Scanned,  Joseph  M.,  Councilor,  Ward  6 

ward  area:   South  Boston,  north 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  18 

hospitals,  license  fees,  claims,  printing,   18 

parks  and  playgrounds,  21 

ordinances,  38 
improvements,  Ward  6: 

naming  street  for  Dr.  Belle  Scott  Carmody,  218 

B  St.,  136 

Bolton  St.,  218 

Broadway,  South  Boston,  373 

Columbia  rd.,  136 

East  Fifth  St.,  136 

East  Fourth  st.,  136 

East  Second  st.,  136,  314 

East  Seventh  St.,  136 

East  Sixth  St.,  136 

Emerson  st.,  397 

Farragut  rd.,  136 

Fourth  St.,  302 

H  street,  397 

I  street,  382 

K  street,  354 

M  street,  171 

Marine  pk.,  476 

(Reverend  Patrick  B.)   Murphy  sq.,  450   (with  Councilor  Linehan) 

N  St.,  136 

O  st.,  136 

Silver  St.,  136 

Ward  6  section,  South  Boston,  218 

West  Fifth  st.,  136 

West  Fourth  st.,  136 

West  Seventh  st.,  136 

West  Sixth  St.,  136 

West  Third  St.,  448 
motions: 

investigation,  voting  machines,  450 

motion  to  go  into  executive  session,  242 

next  meeting,  243 
orders: 

additional  police  officers,  391  (with  Councilors  Hutchinson  and  Linehan) 

ambulance  faculties,  Carney  hospital,  150  (with  Councilor  Linehan) 

athletic  equipment,  Marine  pk.,  302 

baseball  diamond,  South  Boston,  89 

benches,  Strandway,  Columbus  and  Marine  parks,  314  (with  Coun- 
cilor Linehan) 

charitable  post-season  football  game,  393 

Charles  E.  Mackey  circle,  200  (with  Councilor  Linehan) 

close  South  Boston  evening  school  center,  407  (with  Councilor  Linehan) 

congratulations  to  Mayor,  362 

custody  of  Head  House,  South  Boston,  68  (with  Councilor  Linehan) 

donation  to  city  from  Suffolk  Downs  racing,  118 

elevators,  City  Hall  annex,  408 


Scannell,  Joseph  M.,  Councilor,  Ward  6,  Continued 
orders : 

Evacuation  Day  parade  route,  84  (with  Councilor  Linehan) 

Evacuation  Day  parade  (3  orders)  67  (with  Councilor  Linehan) 

expansion  of  South  Boston  health  unit,  460  (with  Councilor  Linehan) 

fee  to  non-residents,  L  street  bath  house,  152  (with  Councilors  Line- 
han, Goode) 

food  prices,  Suffolk  Downs  Race  Track,  218 

housing  unit,  lower  end  of  South  Boston,  154  (with  Councilor  Linehan) 

improvements,  Marine  pk.,  89 

installation  of  loud  speaking  system  at  L  st.  bath  house,  298  (with 
Councilors  Linehan,  M.  Sullivan,  Goode) 

legislation  re  race  tracks  in  city,  272 

life-saving  apparatus  at  bath  houses,   40   (with  Councilor  Linehan) 

marker,  first  school  for  blind,  347   (with  Councilor  Linehan) 

municipal  gymnasium,  South  Boston,  84  (with  Councilor  Linehan) 

municipal  parking  spaces,  380  (with  Councilor  Lyons) 

number  of  days'  work  for  welfare  recipients,  81    (with    Councilor 
Linehan) 

patrolling  South  Boston  beaches,  28  (with  Councilor  Linehan) 

payment  of  water  bills  by  parochial  school,   48 

preference  to  South  Boston  residents,  314  (with  Councilor  Linehan) 

reconstruction,  dilapidated  wharves,  41  (with  Councilor  M.  Sullivan) 

recreational  center,  South  Boston,  39  (with  Councilor  Linehan) 

restoration,  nutrition  classes  in  schools,  354  (with  Councilor  Linehan) 

safety  curbs  on  bridges,  24  (with  Councilor  Linehan) 

sale  and  use  of  air  rifles,  175 

seats,  water  fountain  and  trees,  Father  Buckley  playground,  348 

superintendent   of   nurses   a   Boston   resident,   305    (with   Councilor 
Linehan) 

time  off  for  Christmas  shopping,  450  (with  Councilor  Fish) 

toboggan  slide,  Marine  pk.,  460 

traffic  signs  for  protection  of  blind,  234   (with  Councilor  Linehan) 

unsanitary  conditions,  Long  Island  Hospital,  314   (with  Councilor 
Lyons) 

use  by  public  of  South  Boston  High  school  gymnasium,  39,  40  (with 
Councilor  Linehan) 

widening  Dorchester  ave.,  438  (with  Councilor  Linehan) 

Youth  Center,  South  Boston,  191  (with  Councilor  Linehan) 
remarks: 

appointment,   additional   patrolmen,   201 

button  system  in  snow  removal,  66 

charitable  post-season  football  game,  393,  394 

Charles  E.  Mackey  circle,  200 

congratulations  to  Mayor,  362 

custody  of  Head  House,  South  Boston,  68 

elevators,  City  Hall  annex,  407 

floating  polling  place,  380 

legislation  re  race  tracks  in  city,  272 

liquor  license  notification,  458 

municipal  "beano,"  106 

municipal  parking  spaces,  380,  381 

recreational  center,  South  Boston,  39 

registration  for  snow  removal  work,  406,  407 

sale  and  use  of  air  rifles,  175 

special  nurses,  city  hospital,  346 

superintendent  of  nurses  a  Boston  resident,  30.5 

use  White  Fund  for  recreational  centers,  159 
resolutions: 

congratulations  to  Boston  College  Eagles,  420 

municipal  "beano,"  106 

next  meeting,  243 


Scholz,  Dr.  Herbert 

German  Consul  in  Boston,  resolution  re  representative  of  Nazi  govern- 
ment, referred  to  rules  committee,  249 


School  Buildings  Department 


commissioner  appointed:  William  L.  Baxter  until  December  1,  1943, 
471 


School  for  Blind,  South  Boston 

erection  of  permanent  marker  on  South  Boston  municipal  building, 
showing  site  of  first  school  for  blind,  order  passed,  347-message  and 
order  for  $645  appropriated  by  Art  Commission  to  mark  site,  referred 
to  executive  committee,  454-message  and  order  passed,  460 

School  Committee 

absences  during  blizzard:  not  to  mark  "absent"  for  absence  on  that 
day,  order  passed,  90-message,  communication,  125 

annual  salaries:  for  permanent  substitute  teachers,  resolution  for 
annual  salary  of  $1,200  passed,  169 

Clarence  R.  Edwards  school:  installation  of  shower  baths,  order 
passed,  38-message,  communication,  77 

closing  South  Boston  evening  school  center:  rescission  of  commit- 
tee's order  to  close  from  November  3  to  January  3  and  that  a  supple- 
mentary budget  be  prepared  for  this  extension,  order  to  rescind  passed, 
407-message,  communication,  440 
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School  Committee,  Continued 

draft  registration :  use  of  schools  on  holiday  using  teachers  and  capable 
clerks,  order  passed,  362 

flag  salute:  by  teachers  and  school  children  at  some  time  each  school 
day,  order  passed,  216-message,  communication,  277 

legal  opinion  of  transfer  procedure:  of  school  property  to  park  de- 
partment for  playground  purposes,  order  passed,  51— message,  commu- 
nication, 189 

leveling  land,  Ward  9:  eliminate  danger  of  injury  to  small  children,  as 
W.  P.  A.  project,  land  on  corner  of  King  and  Roxbury  sts.,  order 
passed,  118 

nutrition  classes:  restoration  of  former  classes  and  necessary  addi- 
tional classes,  order  passed,  354;  repeat  order,  passed,  370,  371-mes- 
sage,  communication,  385 

Old  Harbor  Village  school:  construction  of  school  corner  Kemp  st. 
and  Dorchester  ave.,  Ward  7,  to  care  for  children  of  elementary  school 
age  in  vicinity,  order  passed,  302-message,  communication,  375 

properties  available  for  playgrounds,  Ward  21:  make  survey  of 
unused  school  properties  for  playground  purposes,  order  passed,  422 

recreation  area,  Cod  man  sq.:  order  page  468,  1939  Proceedings- 
message,  communication,  162 

re-establishment  of  rowing:  in  high  schools  as  one  of  regular  sports, 
order  passed,  120-message,  communication,  142 

salute  of  flag:  like  all  members  of  armed  forces  of  country,  copy  to  be 
sent  school  committee,  resolutions  passed,  348,  349 

school  shops:  twenty-four  hours  a  day  for  training  unemployed  adults 
and  high  school  graduates,  order  passed,  369-message,  communica- 
tion, 376 

school  yard  use:  during  summer  vacation,  located  at  Chestnut  ave. 
and  Boylston  St.,  used  as  playground,  order  passed,  138 

South  Boston  high  school  gymnasium:  open  to  public  evenings  ex- 
cept Sundays,  also  on  Saturday  afternoons,  order  passed,  39,  40- 
message,  communication,  336,  337 

status  of  teachers:  in  home  instruction,  same  status  as  those  in  tem- 
porary positions,  order  passed,  415-message,  communication,  440 

substitute  teachers:  calls  for,  allowed  to  go  to  school  committee  rooms 
instead  of  waiting  at  home,  order  passed,  393-message,  communica- 
tion, 401,  402 

summer  work  on  playgrounds:  graduates  Emmanuel  College  and 
other  recognized  schools  for  appointment,  order  passed,  245 

swimming  pools  in  high  schools:  consider  sponsoring  construction  of 
pools  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  order  passed,  438,  439 

temporary  teachers:  equitable  wage  system  for  teachers'  security, 
order  passed,  99-message,  communication,  142 

(James  P.)  Timilty  yard:  to  be  opened  and  seats  erected  for  people 
of  district,  order  passed,  285-message,  communication,  307,  308 

use,  schools  and  public  buildings:  for  recreational  purposes,  order 
passed,  330-message,  communication,  375 

vocational  training  classes:  through  the  eighth  grade  to  give  time  to 
train  for  any  trade,  order  passed,  354,  355 

Shattuck,  Henry  L.,  Councilor,  Ward  S 

ward  area:  Back  Bay 

presiding  chairman:  1-7;   8-15;  440-451; 

committee  appointments: 

EXECUTIVE,    18 

building  code,  appropriations,  finance,  legislative  matters,  18 
amendment:  more  men  in  sanitary  division,  473 
motions: 

reports  of  committees,  approppriations  budget  for  1940,  110,  111,  112 

sale,  land,  Old  Centre  st.  (previous  question  for  vote),  415 

warrant  for  payment  of  Elevated  deficit,  175,  176 
orders: 

giving  buttons  by  Council,  23,  24 

officials  paid  by  Housing  Authority,  84 

removal,  cobblestones,  Massachusetts  ave.,  25  (with  Councilor  Chase) 

report  on  "Beano"  investigation,  220 

welfare  of  patients  primary  consideration,  435,  436 
points  of  information: 

reduction  in  number  of  taxicabs,  28 

reports  of  committees,  executive,  221 

reports  of  committees,  ordinances,  82 

settlement  with  Arthur  F.  Clark,  245,  246 
points  of  order: 

Chair's  ruling  on  Federal  Housing,  52 

supervision  of  "beano"  games,  236 
remarks: 

appointment,  Margaret  J.  Busche,  431 

attempted  review  of  budget,  98 

election,  stenographer-clerk,  418,  419 

first  meeting,  7 

giving  buttons  by  Council,  24 

increase  of  bus  fares,  235 

investigation,  voters,  Ward  2,  344 


Shattuck,  Henry  L.,  Councilor,  Ward  5,  Continued 
remarks: 

loan  for  relief  items,  334 
officials  paid  by  Housing  Authority,  84 
operation,  Boston,  Revere  Beach  and  Lynn  Railroad,  25 
rentals  paid  by  Boston  Elevated,  195,  196,  197 
rescission,  taxicab  order,  70 

reports  of  committees:  appropriations,  budget  for  1940,  116;    exec- 
utive, tax  rate  in  1940,  102,  221;  finance,  196,  232,  419;  licenses, 
449,  450;  ordinances,  83 
sale,  land  in  Brighton  (Temple  B'nai  Moshe),  412 
supervision  of  "beano"  games,  236 
survey  for  proposed  municipal  stadium,  120 
time  off,  hospital  employees,  439 

unfinished  business,  relief  projects  loan,  8367,000,  329 
use,  tax  lien  properties  for  playgrounds,  422,  423 
welfare  of  patients  primary  consideration,  436,  437 
unanimous  consent:  reports  of  committees,  executive,  353 


Sidewalk  Parking 

traffic  commission  to  watch  practice  of  sidewalk  parking  near  parking 
spaces,  order  passed,  390,  391 


Signal  Lights,  Ward  13  and  16 

order  for  automatic  signals  in  Ward  13  to  include  Ward  16  also,  passed, 
474 


Sinking  Funds  Commission 

report,  borrowing  capacity  for  1940:  $9,209,006.51,  78;  see  also  1940 

City  Borrowing  Capacity,  78 
water  income  surplus  $866,683. 12-message,  order  for  authority  to 
apply   to  sinking  fund  requirements,   94-passed  by   executive  com- 
mittee, 102 

Slaughter  House,  East  Boston 

permits:   Lewis  st.,  East  Boston,  232,  233,  241,  242,  247,  273 

Snow  Buttons 

button  distribution  system:  abolished  for  employment  in  shoveling 
snow  for  city,  order  passed,  66 

given  by  Councilors  for  snow  shovelling,  order  for  opinion  of  law  de- 
partment passed,  23,  24-message,  communication  filed,  54 

investigation  of  issuance  and  hiring  trucks:  by  Boston  Finance 
Commission,  new  draft  of  order  passed,  65-later  withdrawn  by  unan- 
imous consent,  68 

legal  opinion  of  distribution:  law  department  to  report  to  Council 
re  the  authority  of  Council,  order  passed,  65 

received  except  from  yard  foreman:  order  or  list  of  persons  receiving 
passed,  80 

Snow  Removal 

appropriation  $1,580,000:  from  taxes,  referred  to  appropriations 
committee,   95 

distribution  of  jobs  equitably:  system  to  be  devised  by  the  Mayor 
for  the  twenty-two  Boston  wards,  order  passed,  65,  66;  79-84;  mes- 
sage, communication,  94 

Evacuation  Day  parade  route:  order  for  removal  before  March  16 
passed,  84 

Federal  Government  aid:  preambles  and  resolution  of  thanks  for 
aid  by  Congressmen  John  W.  McCormack  and  Thomas  A.  Flaherty 
in  obtaining  $50,000  in  emergency,  passed,  79 

from  all  bridges  and  sidewalks:  order  for  park  and  public  works 
department,  bridge  and  ferry  division,  to  arrange  for  prompt  remova  1 
at  end  of  storms,  passed,  79 

information  requested  of  finance  commission:  order  referred  to 
executive  committee,  135,  136 

information :  under  nine  heads,  order  referred  to  executive  committee, 
165-passed,   166 

number  of  men  employed:  during  recent  storm,  order  passed,  80 

order  for  Councilors  to  supervise  all  future  shoveling  from  city  yards, 
order  ruled  out  of  order,  65 

payment  by  check:  continue  to  pay  all  engaged  in  this  work,  order 
passed,   137 

registration  for  work:  public  works  commission  to  make  due  announce- 
ment on  radio  and  press  and  register  at  local  yards  from  November  18 
to  23,  inclusive,  referred  to  executive  committee,  406,  407-passed, 
415-message,  communication,  417,  418 

report  of  finance  commission:  filed,  128  to  134,  inclusive 
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Snow  Removal,  Continued 

1    reprimand  for   hiring  school   boys:    public  works  department  to 

reprimand  those  responsible  for  hiring  boys  instead  of  men  with 

families,  order  passed,  64,  65 

I    shovelers:   order  for  identity  of  persons  working  under  several  names 

order  passed,  80-message,  communication,  94 

snow  shovelers'  names  and  addresses:  order  for  finance  commission 

to  check  and  investigate  list,  passed,  80 
statement  by  Councilor  Kelly  with  enclosures  for  record,  167,  168 


Social  Law  Library  Appropriation 

$1,000  for  maintenance  and  enlargement: 

County,  order  passed,  457 


sum  to  be  paid  Suffolk 


Soldiers'  Barracks,  Cape  Cod,  Massachusetts 

contractor:  an  Iowan,  not  to  employ  outside  men  for  work  in  Massa- 
chusetts, resolution  with  preambles  to  urge  Massachusetts  Congress- 
men to  do  all  in  power  to  employ  local  men,  resolution  referred  to  rules 
committee,  396 


Soldiers'  Relief 

chapter  115,  General  Laws  and  amendments,  order  for  payment, 
passed: 

January,  1940,  19,  26 
February,  70 
March,  80,  102,  134 
April,  167 
May,  219 
June,  252,  273 
July,  299 
August,  311,  328 
September,  341,  353 
October,  373,  374 
November,  405 
December,  430,  459,  474 
loan,  $4,170,000:   for  public  welfare,  soldiers'  relief  and  Federal  unem- 
ployment emergency,  order  for  loan  referred  to  finance  committee,  140 


Soldiers'  Relief  Committee 

members:    Councilors   Englert,   Taylor,    Chase,    Hutchinson,    D.   F. 
Sullivan,  18 


Soldiers'  Relief  Department 

preference  in  work  to  Boston  recipients:  of  W.  P.  A.  Boston  and 
Federal  Housing  work  by  contractors  on  housing  projects,  order 
passed,  43-message,  communication,  56;    172 

World  War  Veterans:  burial  of  relatives,  widow,  father,  mother  or 
dependent  child  in  veterans'  lot  at  Mt.  Hope  cemetery  if  all  were 
residents  of  Boston  at  time  of  decease,  order  referred  to  soldiers'  relief 
committee,  215-order  passed,  239 

Sound  Wagons 

ordinance  prohibiting:   referred  to  ordinances  committee,  408 

South  Boston  Beaches 
resanding:  order  for  W.  P.  A.  project,  passed,  137 

South  Boston  High  School  Gymnasium 

open  to  public  in  evening  except  Sundays  and  on  Saturday  afternoons, 
order  to  keep  open,  passed,  39,  40 

South  Boston  Recreational  Center 

order  to  consider  erecting  and  order  for  opinion  from  the  law  department 
re  legaUty  of  use  of  George  Robert  White  Funds  for  such  purpose 
passed,  39 

Special  Committees 

order  for  appointment,  passed,  18 

Special  Statutes  re  City 

order  for  printing  department  to  furnish  through  corporation  counsel 
"Special  Statutes  Concerning  Boston",  passed,  328 


Speed  Limit,  East  Boston 

traffic  commission  to  establish  speed  limit  of  twenty  miles  an  hour  during 
racing  period,  order  passed,  232 


State  Commissioner,  Public  Welfare 

Arthur  D.  Rotch:  order  to  request  him  to  rescind  order  of  reduction 
in  food  and  medical  allotments  to  recipients  of  old  age  assistance, 
passed,   410 


State  Department  of  Public  Utilities 

preambles  and  order  for  department  to  issue  orders  to  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  to  restore  five-cent  fares  on  lines  recently"  in- 
creased to  ten  cents,  passed,  235 


State  Election 

November,  1940:   presidential  electors,  state  officials  and  referenda  .for 
voters,  order  for  city  clerk  to  give  notice  according  to  law,  passed,  368 


State  Emergency  Finance  Board 

loan  approvals:  54,170,000:  $1,167,000,  W.  P.  A.  projects;  $2,492,000 

welfare  relief  received,  230 
$1,500,000  tax  title  loan:   notice  of  renewal  approval,  174 
$2,000,000  tax  title  renewal  loan:  renewed,  City  Council  Proceedings, 

pages  159,  345,  453-notice  of  renewal  filed,  297 


State  Home  Guard 

National  Guard:  Governor  requested  to  re-establish  for  assurance  of 
safety  to  persons  and  property  of  people  of  Commonwealth,  preambles 
and  resolution,  passed,  239 


State  Racing  Commission 

donation  to  City:  plan  to  be  presented  to  Commission  and  Eastern 
Racing  Association  for  three  days  track  intake  to  be  given  to  public 
welfare  department,  order  to  consider,  passed,  118 

number,  resident  employees:  at  Suffolk  Downs,  communication 
received,  297 

State  Reclamation  Board 

mosquito  control  appropriation:  $300  from  contingent  fund,  order 
passed,  8,  9 


Statements 

Councilor  Carey  re  filling  vacancy  in  assistant  city  messenger's  office, 

241 
Councilor  Coffey  re  Bremen  st.  wall,  316;    re  unanimous  consent  of 

Council  for  statement  re  taxicab   situation,   43,   44;    re  election  to 

City  Council  contest  against  Councilor  Irwin,  234;  by  unanimous 

consent  statement  re  attempted  review  of  budget,  96,  97,  98 
Councilor  Fish  re  vacancy  caused  by  death  of  Mr.  Walsh,  245 
Councilor  Gottlieb:    unanimous  consent  of  Council  re  stenographic 

services,  241;    re  criticism  of  League  of  Women  Voters,  461 
Councilor  Kelly:  unanimous  consent  re  superintendent  of  nurses,  city 

hospital,  420-423,  424,  446 
Councilor  Langan:  unanimous  consent  for  statement  re  cooperation 

with  new  Council  members,  13 
Councilor  Linehan  re  election  of  second  assistant  City  Messenger,  240; 

unanimous  consent  for  statement  re  criticism  of  sports  writer,  213,  214; 

re  candidacy  of  John  Kerrigan  for  Sheriff,  350 
Councilor  Russo,  objection  by  Councilor  Coffey,  341 
Councilor  M.  H.  Sullivan  re  milk  situation  in  schools,  464 
Councilor  Taylor:   by  unanimous  consent  re  civil  service,  41 
Councilor  Ward  re  re-election  of  Senator  David  I.  Walsh  to  United 

States  Senate,  392 
Health  Commissioner  Watts:  received  June  3,  referred  to  executive 

committee,  228 

Statistics  Department 

order  to  prepare  and  print  under  Rules  Committee  supervision  "Munici- 
pal Register"  and  "Organization  of  City  Government, "  chargeable 
to  City  Documents  appropriation,  passed,  26 

trustee  appointed:  Cornelius  J.  Murphy  to  April  30,  1945,  190 


STEAMER 


(42) 


STREETS 


Steamer  "Perkins" 


use  by  military  personnel  stationed  in  harbor:  The  Mayor  to 
confer  with  commanding  officer  of  Harbor  Defenses  of  Boston  for 
proposed  use  of  steamer  "Perkins"  for  personnel,  order  passed,  369 


Stenographer=Clerk  to  City  Council 

assigned  to  Clerk  of  Committees  at  salary  of  $1,800  annually,  order 
referred  to  executive  committee,  408-passed,  415-order  for  election, 
passed,  418 


Step  Rate  Increases 

order  that  the  Federal  government  shall  not  affect  or  retard  step  rate, 
passed,  313 


Street  Laying-Out  Department 
acceptance  and  Iaylng-out  orders  passed : 

Ward  7,  397 

Ward  8,  218 

Ward  9,  313,  378 

Ward  10,  118 

Ward  11,  50,  71,  217,  274,  290,  451 

Ward  13,  177 

Ward  16,  91,  179,  203 

Ward  18,  44  (Belnel  Village);  89,  102,  138,  216 

Ward  19,  138  (6),  166,  179,  252,  383 

Ward  20  (2),  42;  138,  156,  250,  347,  355,  363,  374,  382,  451 

Ward  21,  179,  351,  409 

Ward  22,  81 

extension  of  Wiltshire  rd.,  Brighton:  order  to  extend  from  Portina 
rd.  to  Foster  st.,  passed,  51 

naming,  renaming  orders  passed: 

(Thomas)  Andrews  sq.,  Ward  3  at  junction  of  Tyler  and  Harvard 

ets.  in  honor  of  World  War  veteran,  348 
(Louis  D.)  Brandeis  blvd.  from  Blue  Hill  ave,.  275 
(Dr.  Belle  Scott)  Carmody  in  honor  of  work  done  for  South  Boston 

poor,  218 
Corliss  st.,  Roxbury  formerly  Codman  Hill  st.  from  Codman  pk.  to 

Washington  st.,  149 
(Mary)  Doherty  sq.,  junction  Freeland  and  Standard  sts.,  Mattapan 

section,  165 
(Herbert  W.  J.)  Fitzgerald  sq.  junction  of  O'Callaghan  and  Logan 

ways  in  Old  Harbor  Village,  order  passed,  330 
Hyde  Park  Athletic  Field  consideration  to  be  given  at  next  board 

meeting,  253 
Laval  st.,  Hyde  Park,  formerly  Lilac  rd.,  from  Arlington  st.  to  Central 

ave.,  149 
(Charles  E.)  Mackey  circle,  Strandway  opposite  G  street  in  memory 

of  late  Charles  E.    Mackey    of  Boston  School  committee,  order 

passed,  200 
(James)   McHugh  sq.   at  junction   Bourndale   rd.,   Bourne  st.   and 

Northbourne  rd.  order  passed,  253 
(Frederick  W.)  Mealey  sq.,  space  at  junction  of  H  and  East  Sixth  sts., 

South  Boston,  in  honor  of  late  veteran  of  World  War,  239 
(William  F.)  O'Brien  sq.  at  junction,  Columbia  rd.  and  Quincy  st., 

Ward  15,  90 
(John  Boyle)  O'Reilly,  Fenway  from  Charlesgate  West  to  Ruggles 

st.,  438 
(Casimir)  Pulaski  circle,  new  traffic  circle  at  Andrew  sq.  with  suitable 

signs  installed,  450 
Vale  st.,  Ward  7  to  Reverend  Richard  A.  Burke  st.,  408 
Westbourne  circle  part  of  Westbourne  rd.,  Florence  st.  east  to  South- 
bourne  rd.,  238-message,  communication,  253,  254 

surveys: 

conditions,  Warren  sq.:  make  examination  of  existing  conditions, 

Ward  19,  order  passed,  300 
Stimson,   Grove  and  Centre  sts.:  for  installation   of  water  and 

sewer   pipes,   also   for   construction   of   roadways   and   sidewalks, 

order  passed,  250,  251-message,  communication,  254 
Ward  18  streets  in  Readville  section,  accepting,  laying  out,  order 

passed,  344 
Ward    18    streets    of    "Belnel   Village":  formulate   plans    for 

acceptance  and  laying  out  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construction, 

order  passed,  44 

track  location: 

Andrew  sq.,  South  Boston  connecting  single  track  from  Southampton 
st.  into  Boston  st.  with  easterly  track  in  Dorchester  ave.,  38,  38  (2) ; 
368 

widening  and  constructing  streets: 

Amory  st.,  179 

Blue  Hill  ave.,  328,  329 


Streets,  Squares,  Circles 

improvement  orders  passed: 

adair  rd.,  Ward  22:  accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  con- 
struction, 81 

Adams  ter.,  Ward  16:  accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  type  of  con- 
struction, 179 

Albany  st.,  Ward  8:  traffic  signal  light  opposite  entrance  to  ambu- 
lance station;  also  accident  ward  entrance  of  city  hospital,  order 
passed,  201-message,  communication,  209 

Albion  st.,  Ward  8:  artificial  stone  sidewalk  under  W.  P.  A.  con- 
struction plan,  242-message,  communication,  278 

All  streets  in  City:  sanitary  division  to  employ  enough  men  tc 
clean  streets  and  alleys,  476 

Alleghany  st.,  Ward  10:  accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  construc- 
tion plan,  from  Parker  st.  to  No.  180  Parker  Hill  ter.,  118 

Alpha  rd.,  Ward  17:  resurface  with  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction 
121-message,  communication,  144,  145 

Alpine  st.,  Ward  12:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construction 
39-message,  communication,  95 

American  Legion  Highway,  Wards  14  and  18:  traffic  lights  at  inter- 
section with  Walk  Hill  St.,  102 

Amory  st.,  Ward  11:  accept,  lay  out,  50;  widen  and  construct  at  north- 
westerly corner  of  Green  st.  as  W.  P.  A.  if  possible,  179 

Andrew  (John  A.),  st.  Ward  19:  sidewalks,  347-message,  communi- 
cation, 365 

Arborway  and  Pond  st.,  Ward  19:  establish  traffic  circle,  301 

Arbroth  st.,  Ward  16:  sidewalk  assessment  (half  cost),  47 

Archdale  rd.,  Ward  19: 

resurface,  installing  tar  surface   and   sidewalks,   89-message,  com- 
munication, 126,  127 
"Slow"  signs  to  junction  of  South  and  Washington  sts.,  252 

Ashby  st.,  Ward  21:  sidewalk  assessment  notice,  149 

Ashmont  pk.,  Ward  16:  construct  with  W.  P.  A.  type  construction, 
84-message,  communication,  96 

Athelwold  st.,  Ward  17:  resurface  with  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construc- 
tion, 121-message,  communication,  144,  145 

Audubon  circle,  Ward  21:  see  also  Park  Drive,  Ward  21  or  pages 
51,  76,  77 

Augustus  ave.,  Ward  18:  accept,  lay  out  between  Metropolitan  ave. 
and  Whitford  st.  under  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction,  89 

Austin  st.,  Ward  2:  one-way  street  from  Lawrence  to  Main  st., 
order  page  454  of  1939  Proceedings-message,  communication,  58 

Austin  st.,  Ward  18:  sidewalks  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  330-message, 
communication,  365 

B  street,  Ward  6: 
resurface  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  136-message,  communication,  146 
sidewalks,  West  Broadway  to  West  First  6t.,  136-message,  com- 
munication, 146,  161 

Baker  st.,  Ward  20: 

automatic  traffic  signals  at  Spring  st.   to  protect  lives  of  children 

passing,  415,  416 
sidewalks  from  Spring  to  Centre  6ts.  as  W.  P.   A.   project,  202- 
message,  communication,  206 

Bay  State  rd.,  Ward  21:  sidewalk  assessments  notice,  149 

Beech  st.,  Wards  18  and  20:  install  "stop"  signs  at  junction  of  Wash- 
ington, Beech  and  Walworth  sts.,  345-message,  communication,  366 

Belden  st.,  Ward  7:  sidewalks  of  artificial  stone  as  W.  P.  A.  project, 
218-message,  communication,  294 

Bellfloweh  st.,  Ward  7: 

reconstruction  of  roadway  and  sidewalks  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  118— 

message,  communication,  146 
sidewalks,  281 

Bell  vista  rd.,  Ward  21:  arc  light  at  corner  of  Allston  st.,  422 

Belnel  st.,  Ward  18: 
resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan,  394-message,    communication,  400 

Belnel  Village,  Ward  18:  survey  of  streets  in  village  for  acceptance 
and  laying  out  under  W.  P.  A.  construction  plan,  44-message, 
communication,  74 

Belvidere  st.,  Ward  4:  sidewalk  reconstruction  in  front  of  St. 
Cecilia's  church,  at  Dalton  st.  end,  using  artificial  stone,  to  be  done, 
under  W.  P.  A.  construction  plan,  48-message,  communication,  88 

Bennington  st.,  Ward  1: 

construct  culvert  along  Bennington  from  Westbrook  st.  to  Orient 

Heights  station,  order  passed,  177— message,  communication,  206 

erection  of  safety  islands  from  Neptune  rd.  to  Orient  Heights,  49— 

message,  communication,  72 
survey  for  additional  lights  to  eliminate  hazards  to  pedestrians,  41— 
message,  communication,  72 

Bishop  st.,  Ward  19:  sidewalks,  under  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction, 
273-message,  communication,  294 

Blakeville  st.,  Ward  15: 

repave  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construction,  44-message,  communi- 
cation, 95 
resurfacing  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  constructing,  363 


STREETS 


(43) 


STREETS 


Streets,  Squares,  Circles,  Continued 
improvement  orders  passed: 

Blue  Hill  ave.,  Ward  14: 

automatic  traffic  control  devices  from  Seaver  st.  to  American 
Legion  Highway,  42-message,  communication,  74 

order  for  change  of  name  of  avenue  in  Ward  14  to  '  'Death  Highway, 
order  ruled  out  of  order,  41,  42 

street  widening,  why  order  has  been  so  long  delayed,  passed,  328, 
329-message,  communication,  358 

traffic  signals  at  Glenway  st.,  42;  at  American  Legion  Highway,  42; 
at  Talbot  ave.,  42-message,  communication,  142,  143 
Bolton  st.,  Ward  6: 

resurfacing  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  from  Dorchester  st.  to  E  St.,  218 

sidewalks,  218-message,  communication,  225,  226 
Bowdoin  st.,  Ward  15:  crossing  line  in  white  paint  at  junction  with 

Winter  st.,  200 
Boylston  pl.,  Ward  11:    accept,  lay  out,  71 
Boylston  ST.,  Ward  4:  replacing  brick  sidewalks  with  artificial  stone, 

at  St.  Cecilia  corner,  90-message,  communication,  145 
Brewer  St.,  Ward  19:  sidewalk  construction  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  of 

construction,  216-message,  communication,  256 
Brigham  circle,  Ward  10: 

construct  underpass  for  vehicular  traffic  from  point  opposite  Smith 
st.  to  Wait  st.,  38-message,  communication,  59 

order  for  survey  to  reduce  traffic  danger  to  pedestrians,  passed,  438— 
message,  communication,  453,  469 

to  include  in  1941  budget  sum  to  provide  automatic  traffic  signals, 
416 
Broadway,  Ward  6:  resurface  from  Dorchester  ave.  to  L  st.,  under 

W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construction,  373-message,  communication,  387 
Brockton  St.,  Ward  18:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan,  394-message, 

communication,  400 
Brook  ave.,  Ward   13:  repave  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  84-message, 

communication,  144 
Brooks  st.,  Ward  22:  demolition  of  dilapidated  buildings  by  public 

buildings  department,  437 
Btjrmah  st.,  Ward  18:  resurface  with  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction, 

154-message,  communication,  184 
Buhney  st.,  Ward  10:  sidewalks,  both  sides,  from  Tremont  st.  to 

Delle  ave.,  179 
Burrell  ave.,  Ward  8:  traffic  signals  at  junction  with  Clifton  st.,  374 
Burrell  st.,  Ward  8:  artificial  stone  sidewalks  under  W.  P.  A.  con- 
struction plan,  242-message,  communication,  278 
Business  st.,  Ward  18:  consider  erecting  "Stop"  and  "Enter"  signs 

at  intersection  with  Reservation  rd.,  scene  of  recent  accidents,  44; 

see  Reservation  rd.  under  Streets,  Squares,  Circles;    improvement 

orders  passed,  message,  communication,  75 
Buttonwood  st.,  Ward  13:   order  to  make  one-way  street,  passed, 

November  20,  1939  Proceedings,  page   470,  message,  communica- 
tion, 57 
Cabot  St.,  Ward  9:  one-way  street  from  Linden  Park  to  Tremont  sts., 

328 
Call  st.,  Ward  11:  sidewalks  between  Bishop  and  Hall  sts.,  362- 

message,  communication,  387 
Call  st.,  Wards  11  and  19:  install  electric  arc  light  from  McBride 

to  Green  st.,  409-message,  communication,  441 
Calumet  st.,  at  Hillside  st.,  Ward  10:  "Stop"  sign  at  corner,  335- 

message,  communication,  338 
Canterbury  st.,   Ward   18:  resurface  and  install  sidewalks  from 

Mt.  Calvary  rd.  to  Cummins  highway,  165-message,  communica- 
tion, 185 
Capen  st.,  Ward  17:  resurface  between  Wilmington  ave.  and  Fair- 
mount  St.,  314-message,  communication,  321 
Cedar  st.,  Ward  17:  resurface  with  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction, 

121-message,  communication,  144,  145 
Cedar  Grove  st.,  Ward  16:  accept,  lay  out  from  Whitridge  to  Hallet 

St.,  with  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction,  91 
Centre  st.,  Ward  19:  requesting  advisability  of  constructing  shelter 

in  front  of  Poor  Clare  convent,  order  passed,  422-message,  com- 
munication, 441 

Centre  st  ,  Ward  20: 

automatic  traffic  signals  with  push  button  device,  374 

erection  of  passenger  shelter  for  patrons  of  Boston  Elevated  Rail- 
way at  La  Grange  St.  and  also  at  Weld  St.,  43-message  and  com- 
munication, 57 

install  spotlight  in  front  of  St.  Theresa's  church,  181-message, 
communication,  211 

painting  white  line  from  Belgrade  ave.  to  Weld  st.,  250-message, 
communication,  279 

sidewalks  from  Spring  to  Washington  sts.,  as  project,  202-message, 
communication,  206 

traffic  light  signals  at  Holy  Name  church.  28-message,  communica- 
tion, 58;  at  La  Grange  St.,  28-message,  communication,  58 
Centre  ter.,  Ward  20:  accept,  lay  out  undet  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  con- 
struction, 347 

Chapman  st.,  Ward  2:  one-way  street  from  Lawrence  to  Main  sts., 
order,  page  454,  1939  Proceedings-message,  communication,  58 


Streets,  Squares,  Circles,  Continued 
improvement  orders  passed 

Charles  st.,  Ward  3:  traffic  signal  lights  at  Allen  st.,  91-message, 
communication,  125 

Chellman  st.,  Ward  20:  accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  construc- 
tion plan,  347 

Cheshire  st.,  Ward  19:  resurface  and  install  sidewalks  under 
W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construction,  383-message,  communication,  401 

Chestnut  ave.,  Ward  19:  sidewalk  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  con- 
struction, 216-message,  communication,  256 

Chestnut  so..,  Ward  19:  accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  construc- 
tion plan,  166 

Chilcott  pl.,  Ward  11:  from  gas  to  electricity,  179-message,  com- 
munication, 205 

Chipman  st.,  Ward  17:  resurface,  330-message,  communication, 
337 

Church  pl.,  Ward  9:  accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  construction 
plan,  313 

Clarence  st.,  Ward  8:  artificial  stone  sidewalks  under  W.  P.  A. 
construction  plan,  242-message,  communication,  278 

Clarkson  st.,  Ward  15:  resurface  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  165-message, 
communication,  185,  186,  366 

Cleveland  circle,  Ward  21: 

automatic  traffic  lights  at  circle,  245-message,  communication,  279 

repairs  on  sidewalks  around  playground,  438 

sidewalks  around  circle,   166-message,   communication,  454 

Cleveland  pl.,  Ward  3:  survey  of  conditions  for  additional  light- 
ing, 137-message,  communication,  145 

Columbia  circle,  Ward  7:  raise  curbing  on  bridge  over  tracks,  118 

Columbia  rd.,  Ward  6:  bituminous  sidewalks,  from  O  to  East 
Seventh  sts.,  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  136 

Columbia  rd.,  Ward  7:  overhead  pedestrian  ramp  at  Columbus 
pk.,  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  68-message,  communication,  73,  74 

Columbus  ave.,  Ward  9:  erection  of  "Slow"  signs  between  Camden 
and  Burke  sts.  at  Carter  playground,  82-message,  communica- 
tion, 173 

Commonwealth  ave.,  Ward  21: 
accept,  lay  out  private  way  next  to  No.  2008,  under  W.  P.  A. 

construction  plan,  179 
additional    lighting    in    Brighton-Allston    district,     166-message, 

communication,  184 
drop  light  in  front  of  Capitol  Theatre,  245-message,  communica- 
tion, 278 

Coronado  ST.,  Ward  18:  resurface  under,  W.  P.  A.  plan,  394-message, 
communication,  400 

Chehore  rd.,  Ward  20:  accept,  lay  out  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  138 

Crescent  ave.,  Ward  13:  traffic  signals  at  Dorchester  ave.  junction, 
474   ' 

Cumberland  St.,  Ward  4:  reconstruction  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for 
construction,  121-message,  communication,  144 

Cummins  highway  at  Hyde  Park  ave.:  traffic  lights  at  dangerous 
intersection,  26-message,  communication,  57 

Cushing  st.,  Ward  20:  accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  con- 
struction, 156 

Dacia  st.,  Ward  13:  repave  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  99-message,  com- 
munication, 144 

Dallas  pl.,  Ward  9:  accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  con- 
struction, 313 

Danbury  rd.,  Ward  18:  accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  of 
construction 

Davenport  St.,  at  Columbus  ave.,  Ward  9:  "Stop"  signs  at  junction 
to  be  operated    by  pedestrians,  82-message,    communication,  147 

Davitt  st.,  Ward  13: 

repave  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construction,  43-message,  com- 
munication, 93 
resurface  under, W.  P.  A.  construction  plan,  411-message,  com- 
munication, 441 

Dawes  st.,  Ward  7:  reconstruction  of  roadway  and  sidewalks  as 
W.  P.  A.  project,  118-message,  communication,  146 

Day  st.,  Ward  10:  sidewalks  on  uncompleted  portions  of  street  as 
W.  P.  A.  project,  342-message,  communication,  365 

Denny  st.,  Ward  13:  repaving  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construction, 
43-message,  communication,  93 

Devon  st.,  Ward  12:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construc- 
tion, 39-message,  communication,  95 

Dewey  st.,  Ward  13:  repave  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construction, 
50-message,  communication,  93;  duplicate  order  passed,  99- 
message,  communication,  144 

Dixwell  st.,  Ward  11:  accept,  lay  out,  290 

Dorchester  ave.,  Wards  6  and  7:  widen  to  eliminate  bottleneck  at 
Broadway,  438 

(769)   Dorchester  ave.,  Ward  7:  sidewalks,  281 

Dorchester  ave.,  Ward  13:  arc  light,  between  Victoria  and  Pearl 
sts.,  201-message,  communication,  209 


STREETS 


(44) 


STREETS 


Streets,  Squares,  Circles,  Continued 
improvement  orders  passed: 

DORCHESTER    AVE.,    WARD    16: 

remove  street  car  rails  from  Gibson  st.  to  Peabody  sq.,  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  requested  to  remove  rails,  order 
passed,  382-message,  communication,  402 

resurface  from  Rapid  Transit  bridge  to  Peabody  sq.  under  W.  P.  A. 
plan   for   construction,   382-message,  communication,  417 

resurfacing   as   W.   P.   A.   project   from   Rapid   Transit  bridge   to 
Gallivan   blvd.,   page   484   of    1939   Proceedings-message,    com- 
munication, 34 
Dorchester  st.,  Ward  7:  lighting  facilities  survey,  from  Andrew 

sq.  to  Eighth  st.,  251-message,  communication,  294 
Dorchester  streets:  roping  off  for  June  first  to  be  charged   to 

Council  appropriation  for  flags,  ropes  and  stakes,  202 
Dorchester  sts.,  Ward  16:  clean  streets,  order  passed,  408-message, 

communication,  442 
Dorr  st.,  Ward  9:  sidewalks  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction, 

217 
Dorset  st.,  Ward  7: 

artificial  stone  sidewalks  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  239-message,  com- 
munication, 293,  294 

reconstruction  of  roadway  and  sidewalks  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  1 18— 
message,  communication,  146 

sidewalks,  Nos.  29  to  45  and  160  Boston  st.,  408 
Downer  ave..  Ward  13:  repaving  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  91-message, 

communication,  93,  127,  128 
Dudley  st.,  Ward  9: 

safety  island  at  junction  with  Washington  st.,  348 

sidewalks  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction  from  Eliot  sq.  to 
Washington  st.,  217 

trustees  requested  to  remove  paving  blocks  in  vicinity  of  Wash- 
ington and  Dudley  sts.,  165-message,  communication,  210,  211- 
meBsage,  communication,  256 
Dudley  and  Washington  sts.,  Ward  9:  traffic  officers  on  duty  all 

day  Saturday  and  before  holidays  at  Dudley  and  Washington  sts., 

Warren  and  Washington  sts.,  Washington  and  Roxbury  sts.,  274 
Duncan  st.,  Ward  15: 

granolithic  sidewalks  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  335-message,  communica- 
tion, 357 

sidewalks   along   Duncan   st.,   from   Greenwich   to   Leonard  sts., 
374 
Dunwell  st.,  Ward  20:  accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for 

construction,  42 
East   Boston   streets,    Ward    1:  clean    all   streets,    137-message, 

communication,  145,  146 
East  Eighth  st.,   Ward  7:  eliminate  dangerous   curve   from   Old 

Harbor  to  Mercer  sts.,  363 
East  Fifth  st.,  Ward  6:  sidewalks,  I  to  K  sts.,  136-message,  com- 
munication, 161 
East  Fourth  st.,  Ward  6: 

resurface  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  136-message,  communication,  146 

sidewalks,  Dorchester  to  K  sts.,  136-message,  communication,  146 
East  Fourth  st.,  Ward  7:  street  construction  and  sidewalks,  from 

Dorchester  to  K  sts.  on  sidewalks  and  I  to  K  sts.  on  roadway  as 

W.  P.  A.  project,  118 
East  Second  st.,  Ward  6: 

resurface,  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  136-message,  communication,  146 

sidewalks,  Dorchester  to  K  sts.,  136-message,  communication,  161 

sidewalks  along  Nos.  505  and  507,  314 
East  Seventh  st.,  Ward  6: 

resurface  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  136-message,  communication,  146 

sidewalks,   N  st.   to  Columbia  rd.,    136-message,   communication, 
146,  161 
East  Seventh  st.,  Ward  7: 

granolithic  sidewalks,  between  L  and  M  sts.  under  W.  P.  A.  project, 
397 

reconstruction  of  roadway  and  sidewalks  from  N  st.  to  Columbia 
rd.  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  118 

sidewalks,  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  between  L  and  M  sts.,  397-message, 
communication,  399 
East  Sixth  St.,  Ward  6:  resurface,  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  136-message, 

communication,  146 
Eastburn  st.,  Ward  22:  resurface,  with  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construc- 
tion, 151-message,  communication,  184 
Eastland  rd.,  Ward  19:  accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  construc- 
tion plan,  166 
Egleston  sq.,  Ward  11:  branch  library  establishment,  38 
Eliot  st.,  Ward  19:  sidewalk  construction  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  of 

construction,   216-message,   communication,   256 
Ellery   st.,   Ward   7:  reconstruction    of   roadway   and   sidewalks, 

from  Southampton  to  Boston  sts.  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  118-message, 

communication,  146 
Ellingwood   st.,  Ward   10:  repaving  as  W.   P.  A.  project,    119- 

message,  communication,  145 
Elmwood  st.,  Ward  9:  accept,  lay  out,  from  King  to  Linden  Park 

sts.,  378 
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improvement  orders  passed: 

Elven  rd.,  Ward  19:  resurface,  under  W.  P.  A.  construction  plan, 
152-message,  communication,  227 

Emerson  st.,  Ward  6:  granolithic  sidewalks,  from  Dorchester  to 
M  sts.  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construction,  397-message,  com- 
munication, 399 

Emmonsdale  rd.,  Ward  20:  resurface,  under  W.  P.  A.  construction 

plan,  202-message,  communication,  226 
Enfield  st.,  Ward  19 

sidewalks  under  W.   P.   A.   plan   for   constructing,    179-message, 

communication,  207 
sidewalks  under  W.  P.  A.  construction  plan,  216-message,  com- 
munication, 256 
Fairmount  ave.,  Ward  18:   resurface  fom  Logan  sq.  to  Fairmount 
hill  under  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction,  89-message,  communi- 
cation,  143 

Fairmount  st.,  Ward  17:  resurface  with  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construc- 
tion from  Morton  st.  to  Milton  ave.,  121-message,  communica- 
tion, 144,  145 

Falcon  st.,  Ward  1 : 

at  No.  129,  sidewalks,  311 

sidewalk  assessments,  ($39.50,  one  half  cost),  405 

sidewalk  at  No.  73,  334 

Falcon  st.,  Ward  20: 

accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construction,  374 
change  polling  booth  to  corner,  Washington  and  La  Grange  sts., 
on  opposite  corner  to  previous  location,  order  passed,  415 

Farhagut  rd.,  Ward  6:  install  bituminous  sidewalks  from  East 
First  to  East  Sixth  sts.,  136 

Fessenden  st.,  Ward  19:    accept,  lay  out,  383 

Forsyth  st.,  Ward  4:  reconstruct  from  Huntington  ave.  to  Hemen- 
way  St.,  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construction,  335-message,  commun- 
nication,  358 

Fourth  st.,  Ward  6:  sidewalks  both  sides  from  B  to  D  streets. 
South  Boston,  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  302-message,  communication, 
320 

Fox,  at  Percival  streets,  Ward  15: 

arc  light  at  corner,  177-message,  communication,  205 
resurface  as  W.  P.  A.  project  from  Adams  to  Percival  sts.,  165- 
message,   communication,    185,    186 

Freeport  ST.,  Ward  16:  sidewalks  installation  as  W.  P.  A.  project, 
block  surface  from  Old  Colony  blvd.  to  Neponset  ave.,  216-mes- 
sage, communication,  257 

G,  H  and  Fourth  sts.,  Wards  6,  7:  traffic  signs  for  warning  of 
nearness  of  pedestrians  to  Institute  for  Blind,  234-message,  commun- 
ication, 258 

Gallivan  blvd.,  Ward  17: 

automatic  signals  at  intersection  with  Washington  St.,  408 
install  automatic  traffic  signs  at  Washington  st.  junction,   250- 

message,  communication,  280 
order  page  483,  1939  Proceedings,  traffic   lights  at  Washington  st. 
Dorchester,  26-message,  communication,  57 

Garrison  st.,  Ward  4:   repave  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction 
251-message,   communication,   254 

Gaston  st.,  Ward  12:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construc- 
tion, 39-message,   communication,  95 

George  st.,  Ward  20:   accept,  lay  out  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  138 

Georgia  st.,  Ward  12:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  construction  plan 
39-message,   communication,  95 

Gibson  St.,  Ward  16:  sidewalks  at  Nos.  29,  33  with  artificial  edge- 
stone,   391 

Glenwood  st.,  Ward  12:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  con- 
struction, 39-message,  communication,  95 

Glover  St.,  Ward  7:   accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  plan,  218 

Gordon  st.,  Ward  21:  install  "stop"  signs  at  junction  with  Cam 
bridge  St.,   409-message,   communication,   452 

Granby  st.,  Ward  21:    sidewalk  assessments,  149 

Greenbrier  st.,  Ward  17:  "stop"  signs  at  Park  st.,  Dorchester 
314-message,   communication,   333 

Greenville  st.,  Ward  8:  new  sidewalks  under  W.  P.  A.  construe 
tion  plan,  242-message,  communication,  295 

Grove  street  section,  Ward  20:  branch  library  in  abandonee 
school  house,  Washington  and  Stimson  sts.,  28 

Grover  st.,  Ward  19:  accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  con 
structing,    179 

Guilford  st.,  Ward  21:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construe 
tion,  409-message,   communication,  440 

H  st.,  Ward  6:  resurface  from  Fifth  to  Second  sts.,  under  W.  P.  A 
plan  for  construction,  397-message,  communication,  400 

Haley  st.,  Ward  11:  accept,  lay  out  either  as  W.  P.  A.  project  o] 
otherwise,  274 

Halliday  st.,  Ward  19:  accept,  lay  out,  under  W.  P.  A.  constructioil 
plan,  166 

Harrison  ave.  at  Broadway,  Ward  3:  traffic  lights  at  corner,  198  : 
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improvement  orders  passed: 

Harrison  ave.,  Ward  3:   at  corner  of  Broadway,  traffic  lights,  198- 

message,  communication,  211 
Harbison  ave.,  Ward  8:   make  a  "through  way"  from  Union  Park 

to  Dudley  St.,  363 
Hartland  st„  Ward  13:   repave  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  99-message, 

communication,   144 

Haverford  ST.,  Ward  11:  resurface  from  Montebello  rd.  to  Boylston 
st.  under  W.  P.  A.  constructing  plan,  239-message,  communication, 

.  257 
Hawthorne  St.,  Ward  19:    tar  sidewalks  between  Sycamore  and 

Heathcote  sts.,  90-message,  communication,  127 
Heath  st.,  Ward  10:   sidewalks  on  uncompleted  portions  of  Heath 
st.  and  South  Huntington  ave.  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  274-message, 
communication,  293 
Heldun  st.,  Ward  20:  accept,  lay  out  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  451 
Herbert  st.,  Ward  19:  accept,  lay  out,  under  W.  P.  A.  construction 
plan,  166;  463;    message,  communication,  467;  see  note  in  re  name, 
"a  road  not  street" 
Hesston  ter.,  Ward  13:    construction  as  W.  P.  A.  project,   177- 

message,   communication,  207 
Highland  ave.,  Ward  9:    reconstruction  under  W.  P.  A.  construc- 
tion plan,  217-message,  communication,  226 
Hollander  st.,  Ward  12:    resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  con- 
struction, 39-message,   communication,  95 

Homes  ave.,  Ward  15:  repave  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction, 
44-message,   communication,  95 

Hooper  st.,  Ward  17:   resurface,  312-message,  communication,  323 

Hopewell  st.,  Ward  18:  resurfacing  under  W.  P.  A.  construction 
plan,  394-message,  communication,  400 

Howell  st.,  Ward  7:  sidewalks  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  118-message, 
communication,   146 

Hubbard  st.,  Ward  19:  sidewalk  construction  under  W.  P.  A.  plan 
of  construction,   216-message,   communication,   256 

I  ST.,  Ward  6:  resurface  and  install  sidewalks  from  Sixth  to  First 
sts.,  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construction,  382-message,  commun- 
ication, 401 

Inqleside  st.,  Ward  13:  resurface  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  160-message, 
communication,  184 

Inwood  st.,  Ward  15:  repaving  under  W.  P.  A.  construction  plan, 
44-message,  communication,  95;    185 

Jay  st.,  Ward  6:  sidewalks  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  constructing,  339- 
message,   communication,  356 

Juniper  St.,  Ward  9:  sidewalks  under  W.  P.  A.  construction  plan, 
217-message,  communication,  256 

K  ST.,  Wards  6  and  7:  sidewalks  of  artificial  stone  as  W.  P.  A.  project, 
354-message,  communication,  357 

Kane  st.,  Ward  15:  resurface  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  476 

Kenilworth  st.,  Ward  9:  reconstruction  under  W.  P.  A.  construe" 
tion  plan,  217-message,  communication,  226 

Kenmore  sq.,  Ward  21:  survey  lighting  system  from  Kenmore  sq. 
to  Cleveland  circle  on  Commonwealth  ave.  to  Union  sq.  for  improve- 
ment, 409-message,  communication,  452,  453 

Kent  st.,  Ward  9:  one  way  street  from  Vernon  to  Roxbury  sts.,  328 

Kineo  st.,  Ward  14:  resurface  and  sidewalks  under  W.  P.  A.  plan 
for   construction,   374-message,   communication,   390 

Lake  st.,  Ward  22:  edgestone  to  be  set  in  front  of  No.  201,  248; 
construction  (824.80  half  cost) ,  405 

Lamartine  st.,  Ward  10:  "stop"  signals  at  Mozart  st.,  421-message, 
communication,  452 

Langdon  st.,  Ward  8:  artificial  stone  sidewalks  under  W.  P.  A. 
construction  plan,  242-message,  communication,  278 

La  Rose  pl.,  Ward  21: 
accept,  lay  out,  351 

repair  under  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction,  351-message,  com- 
munication, 371 

Lasell  st.,  Ward  20:  exclude  heavy  traffic,  between  Baker  and 
La  Grange  sts.,  with  appropriate  signs  on  Baker  and  La  Grange  sts., 
382,  383-message,  communication,  402 

Laval  St.,  Ward  18:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan,  394-message, 
communication,  400 

Leicester  st.,  Ward  22:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  type  of  con- 
struction, 81-message,  communication,  128 

Leland  rd.,  Ward  20:  accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for 
constructing,  355 

Lexington  st.,  Ward  18:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan,  394- 
message,  communication,  400 

Lindall  st.,  Ward  19:  sidewalks,  347-message,  communication,  365 

Linden  at  Gardner  sts.,  Ward  21:  "stop"  signs  at  junction,  311— 
message,  communication,  332 

Linden  Park  st.,  Ward  9:  one  way  street  from  Tremont  to  Roxbury 
sts.,  328 
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improvement  orders  passed: 

Linwood  rd.,  Ward  16:  construct  with  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction, 
84-message,  communication,  95 

Linwood  sq.,  Ward  9:  sidewalks  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction- 
217-message,  communication,  256 

Linwood  St.,  Ward  9:   sidewalks  under  W.  P.  A.  construction  plan, 
217-message,  communication,  256 

Lochstead  ave.,  Ward  19:  in  front  of  No.  21,  314 
Logan  st.,  Ward  9:  reconstruction  under  W.  P.  A.   construction 
plan,  217-message,  communication,  226 

Lombard  st.,  Ward  16:  construct  under  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construc- 
tion, 84-message,  communication,  93,  94 

Longfellow  st.,  Ward  15: 

repave  under  W.  P.  A.  construction  plan,  44-message,  communi- 
cation, 95 
resurface    as   W.    P.    A.    project,    165-message,    communications, 
185,  186 

Lonsdale  st.,  Ward  16:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan,  444-message, 
communication,  467 

Lovedeed  ct.,  Ward  8:  accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  type  of 
construction,  218 

M  street,  Ward  6:  resurface  street  and  install  sidewalks  as  W.  P.  A. 
project,  171-message,  communication,  209 

Mahler  St.,  Ward  19:  install  arc  light  to  light  election  booth,  409- 
message,  communication,  452 

Malcolm  rd.,  Ward  19:  install  sidewalks  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  of 

constructing,  238— message,  communication,  258 
Mallet  st.,  Ward  16:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan,  444-message, 

communication,  467 
March  ave.,  Ward  20:  resurfacing  and  sidewalk  and  edgestones  as 

W.  P.  A.  project,  355-message,  communication,  356 
Marshall  st.,  Ward  8:  resurfacing  under  W.  P.  A.  construction 

plan,  242 
Marshfield  st.,  Ward  8:  artificial  stone  sidewalks  under  W.  P.  A. 

plan  for  constructing,  242-message,  communication,  278 
Marvin  st.,  Ward  9:  reconstruction  under  W.  P.  A.  construction 

plan,  217-message,  communication,  226 
Maryland  st.,  Ward  13:  resurface  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  216-message, 

communication,  225 
Maryland  St.,  Ward  15:  resurface  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  165-message, 

communication,  185,  186 
Massachusetts  ave.,  Ward  4:  Boston  Elevated  to  reconstruct  area 

between  St.  Botolph  and  Boylston  sts.,  314-message,  communi- 
cation, 332 
Massachusetts  ave.,  Wards  4  and  5:  remove  cobblestones  from 

New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  bridge  south  of 

Huntington  ave.  to  Beacon  st.  under  W.  P.  A.  construction  plan, 

order  passed,  25-message,  communication,  59 
Massachusetts  ave.,  Ward  8:  at  Fort  Point  Channel,  erection  of 

suitable  fence,  201 
Massachusetts  ave.,  Ward  9:  resurface  from  Washington  st.  to 

Columbus  ave.  under  W.  P.  A.  construction  plan,  217-message, 

communication,  226,  227 
Mather  st.,  Wards  16  and  17:  repair  from  Dorchester  ave.  to  Allston 

St.,  351-message,  communication,  357 

Mayfield  st.,  Ward  13:  repave  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  91-message, 
communication,  127,  128 

Maynard  st.,  Ward  18:  accept,  lay  out  between  Dale  st.  and  Met- 
ropolitan ave.  with  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction,  89 

McKenna  ter.,  Ward  20:  accept,  lay  out,  in  West  Roxbury  under 
W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construction,  363 

Mechanic  st.,  Ward  21: 

accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  constructing,  409 
repairing  under  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction,  351-message,  com- 
munication, 357 

Medway  st.,  Ward  17:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construc- 
tion, 121-message,  communication,  144,  145 

Metropolitan  ave.,  Ward  20:  accept,  lay  out,  from  Washington  st. 
to  Roslindale  ave.,  374 

Milton  ave.,  Ward  17:  "stop"  sign  at  junction  of  Evans  St.,  Dor- 
chester, 41-message,  communication,  76 

Milton  ave.,  Ward  18:  resurface  with  W.  P.  A.  construction  plan, 
154— message,  communication,  185 

Montgomery  st.,  Ward  20:  accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  plan 
of  construction,  42 

Moraine  St.,  Ward  19:  automatic  traffic  signals -at  junction  with 
South  Huntington  ave.,  252-message,  communication,  308 

Moraine  at  Centre  sts.,  Ward  19:  automatic  traffic  lights  in  place 
of  blinker  lights,  301 

Myrtle  st.,  Ward  19:  reconstruct  with  tar  surface  under  W.  P.  A. 
type  of  sidewalks,  106-message,  communication,  143 
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improvement  orders  passed: 

N  street,  Ward  6: 
resurface  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  136-message,  communication,  146 
sidewalks,  East  Broadway  to  East  Fourth  st.,  136-message,  com- 
munication, 146 

N  street,  Ward  7:  reconstruction  of  roadway  and  sidewalks  from 
East  Seventh  st.  to  Columbia  rd.  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  118-message, 
communication,  146 

Nevada  St.,  Ward  17:  resurface,  312-message,  communication,  320 

Newbern  st.,  Ward  19:  sidewalks,  347-message,  communication, 
365 

Newcastle  st.,  Ward  18:  accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  con- 
struction plan,  102 

New  Haven  st.,  Ward  20:  accept,  lay  out  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  138 

Newport  st.,  Ward  13:  repave  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  99-message, 
communication,  144 

Norfolk  st.,  Ward  9:  reconstruction  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for 
construction,  217-message,  communication,  226 

Norfolk  st.,  Ward  17: 

removal  of  car  tracks  by  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company,  394 
traffic  signals,  "slow",  "school",  "curve",  particularly  at  Stanton 
and  Crowell  sts.,  51-message,  communication,  73 

North  ave.,  Ward  8:  traffic  signals  at  junction  with  Brook  ave.,  374 

Norton  st.,  Ward  15: 

resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction,  216-message,  com- 
munication, 227 
sidewalk,  black  tar  from  No.  35  to  rear  of  No.  23  Inwood  st.,  165, 

O  street,  Ward  6:  sidewalks,  First  st.  to  Columbia  rd.,  136-message, 
communication,  161 

O  street,  Ward  7:  reconstruction  of  roadway  and  sidewalks  from 
East  Seventh  st.  to  Columbia  rd.  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  118-message, 
communication,  146-message,  communication,  356 

Oakwood  st.,  Ward  17:  sidewalks,  361 

Old  Colony  Parkway,  Ward  16:  traffic  circle  at  Neponset,  363 

Oldfields  st.,  Ward  14:  construct  street,  sidewalks  under  W.  P.  A. 
plan  for  construction,   248-message,  communication,  279 

Old  Harbor  st.,  Ward  7:  reconstruction  of  roadway  and  sidewalks 
from  Dorchester  to  Telegraph  sts.  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  118-message 
communication,  146 

Old  Morton  st.,  Ward  17:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  type  of  con- 
struction, 121-message,  communication,  144,  145 

Olmstead  st.  to  Park  lane,  Ward  11:  accept,  lay  out  passageway 
and  stairway,  451 

Olney  st.,  Ward  15:  repave  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construction, 
44-message,  communication,  95 

Orient  ave.,  Ward  1:  sidewalks,  both  sides,  under  W.  P.  A.  con- 
struction plan,  330 

Orlando  st.,  Ward  18:  accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  of 
construction,  102 

Palmer  St.,  Ward  8:  "slow"  signs,  330-message,  communication, 
358 

Park  Drive,  Ward  21: 

additional    lighting    in     Brighton-AUston     district,     166-message, 

communication,  185 
traffic  light  (yellow)  at  corner  of  Beacon  st.,  51  (Audubon  eircle)- 
message,  communication,  76,  77 

Park  st.,  Ward  18:  sidewalks  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  constructing, 
330-message,  communication,  365 

Park  View  st.,  Ward  12:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  con- 
struction, 39-message,  communication,  95 

Peabody  sq.,  Wards  16  and  17: 

construct  rotary  traffic  circle,  335-message,  communication,  358 
erect  new  flagpole  to  replace  old,  219-message,  communication,  226; 
duplicate  order  passed,  250-message,  communication,  256 

Peterborough  st..  Ward  21:  additional  lighting  in  Brighton- 
Allston  district,  166-message,  communication,  185 

Pomfret  bt.,  Ward  20:  sidewalks  from  Maple  to  Corey  sts.,  315 

Pond  st.,  Ward  7:  install  "Stop"  sign  at  junction  with  Columbia  rd. 
313-message,  communication,  322 

Pond  st.,  Ward  19: 

sidewalk  along  No.  233,  355 

sidewalks  from  Centre  st.  to  Jamaicaway,  347-message,  commun- 
ication, 365 
traffic  circle  at  junction  of  Arborway,  422-message,  communication 
469  (pedestrian  light  at  circle) 

Pondred  circle,  Ward  19:  early  sidewalk  construction  under 
W.  P.  A.  plan,  383-message,  communication,  401 

Port  Norfolk  st.,  Ward  16  (Nos.  2,  16,  17,  20,  34,  55),  sidewalks, 
378 

Porter  terrace,  Ward  20:  accept,  lay-out  under  W.  P.  A.  con- 
struction plan,  250 

Portina  rd.,  Ward  21:  accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  construction 
plan,  179 

Pratt  (Lab an)  rd.,  Ward  16:  sidewalk  assessment  (half  cost),  47 


Streets,  Squares,  Circles,  Continued 

improvement  orders  passed: 

Queensberry  st.,  Ward  21:  additional  lighting  in  Brighton-Allstor 
district,  166-message,  communication,  185 

Quincy  ST.,  Ward  13:  traffic  signals  at  Blue  Hill  ave.  junction,  474 

Readville  section,  Ward  18:  survey  for  acceptance  and  laying-out 
344 

Reservation  rd.,  Ward  18:  erection  of  "Stop"  and  "Enter"  signs  at 
intersection  with  Business  St.,  Ward  18,  44,  see  Business  St.,  Ware 
18, -message,  communication,  75 

Reservoir  rd.,  Ward  21:  repaying  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  con- 
structing, 238-message,  communication,  256 

River  st.,  Ward  17:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction 
121-message,  communication,  144,  145 

(31)  River  st.,  Ward  17:  install  arc  light  in  private  way,  city  pro- 
perty, 312-message,  communication,  332 

Robey  ST.,  Ward  8:  resurfacing  under  W.  P.  A.  construction  plan, 
242-message,  communication,  278 

Rock  rd.,  Ward  18:  accept,  lay  out  with  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construc- 
tion, 138 

Rockfobd  st.,  Ward  8:  artificial  stone  sidewalk  under  W.  P.  A.  con- 
struction plan,  242-message,  communication,  278 

Rockingham  st.,  Ward  18:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan,  394- 
message,  communication,  400 

Rockland  st.,  Ward  20:  resurface  and  install  sidewalks  as  W.  P.  A. 
project,  451-message,  communication,  470 

Rockledge  ST.,  Ward  9:  sidewalks  under  W.  P.  A.  construction  plan, 
217-message,  communications,  256 

Rogers  st.,  Ward  7:  reconstruction  of  roadway  and  sidewalks  from 
Preble  st.  to  Devine  Way  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  118-message,  com- 
munication, 146 

Romsey  ST.,  Ward  13:  repaving  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construction 
43-message,  communication,  93 

Rosa  st.,  Ward  18:  resurface  with  W.  P.  A.  type  of  paving  from 
River  st.  to  entrance  of  new  Athletic  Field,  237-message,  com- 
munication, 256 

Roseclair  st.,  Ward  7:  reconstruction  of  roadway  and  sidewalks  at 
W.  P.  A.  project,  118-message,  communication,  146 

Rosselerin  rd.,  Ward  16:  accept,  lay  out,  203 

Roxbury  st.  at  Kinq  ST.,  Ward  9:  level  land  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  foi 
safety  of  school  children,  118-message,  communication,  161 

Roxbury  ST.,  Ward  9: 

arc  light  front  of  No.  131,  90-message,  communication,  125 
one  way  street  from  Shawmut  ave.  to  John  Eliot  sq.,  328 

Roggles  st.,  Ward  9:  one  way  street  from  Tremont  to  Washington 
sts.,  328 

St.  Gregory's  ct.,  Ward  17:  resurfacing  order  passed,  page  494  o) 
1939  Proceedings-message,  communication,  33,  34 

Salman  st.,  Ward  20:  accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  construction 
plan,  374 

Saratoga  st.,  Ward  1:  adequate  traffic  officers  at  junction  with 
St.  Andrew  rd.,  Orient  Heights  for  protection  of  school  children  at 
crossings,  40 

Savin  Hill  ave.,  Ward  13: 
sidewalks,  artificial  stone,  301 
traffic  signals  at  Dorchester  ave.  junction,  474 

Schibmer  rd.,  Ward  20:  accept,  lay  out  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  138 

Sherman  st.,  Ward  12:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  con 
struction,  39-message,  communication,  95 

Shirley  st.,  Ward  8:  artificial  stone  sidewalk  under  W.  P.  A.  con 
struction  plan,  242-message,  communication,  278 

Silver  st.,  Ward  6: 

resurface  at  W.  P.  A.  project,  136-message,  communication,  146 
sidewalks,  D  st.  to  No.  225,  136-message,  communication,  146;  161 

Simmons  St.,  Ward  9:  reconstruction  under  W.  P.  A.  construction 
plan,  217-message,  communication,  226 

South  st.,  Ward  19:  "slow"  signs  from  Archdale  rd.  to  junction 
with  South  and  Washington  sts.,  252-message,  communication,  279 

South  st.,  Ward  20:  at  Centre  St.,  "stop"  light  order  passed,  page 
483,  1939  Proceedings-message,  communication,  57,  58 

Southbourne  rd.,  Ward  19:  accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  con- 
struction plan,  166 

Southern  ave.,  Ward  17: 

resurface  from  Washington  st.  to  Talbot  ave.,  under  W.  P.  A.  plan 

for  constructing,  394 
resurface  from  Washington  St.  to  Talbot  ave.,  314-message,  com- 
munication, 323,  400 

South  Huntington  ave.,  Ward  10: 
sidewalks  along  Nos.  367,  369,  371,  233 
sidewalk  assessment,  $61.85,  405 

Spalding  st.,  Ward  11:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construc- 
tion, 149-message,  communication,  227 

Speedwell  st.,  Ward  15:  resurfacing  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  con- 
struction, 216-message,  communication,  227 
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i    improvement  orders  passed: 

Spinney  st.,  Ward  20:  accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  con- 
struction, 382,  451 

Sprague  st.,  Ward  18:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan,  394-message, 
communication,  400 

Spring  Garden  st.,  Ward  13:  repaying  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for 
construction,  43-message,  communication,  93 

Stedman  st.,  Ward  11:  accept,  layout  under W.  P.  A.  plan  of  con- 
struction, 217 

Stonehurst  st.,  Ward  15:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  con- 
struction, 216-message,  communication,  227 

Stow  rd.,  Ward  18:  accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  construction 
plan,  26-message,  communication,  54,  55 

Sudan  st.,  (No.  34)  Ward  13:  arc  light  in  front  of  No.  34,  474 

Summit  ave.,  Ward  21:  "stop"  signs  at  corner  of  Allston  st.,  238- 
message,  communication,  257 

Sumner  ave.,  Ward  19:  accept,  lay  out  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  138 

Sumner  pl„  Ward  9:  accept,  lay  out  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  con- 
struction, 313 

Templeton  st.,  Ward  16:  granolithic  sidewalks  as  W.  P.  A.  project, 
444-message,  communication,  467 

Thane  St.,  Ward  17:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construction, 
394-message,  communication,  400 

Thetford  ave.,  Ward  17:  resurface  with  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construc- 
tion, 121-message,  communication,  144,  145 

Third  New  way,  Ward  18:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan,  394- 
message,  communication,  400 

Thomas  pk.,  Ward  7:  concrete  sidewalks  and  roadway  as  W.  P.  A. 
project,  118 

Thornton  st.,  Ward  9:  sidewalks  under  W.  P.  A.  construction  plan, 
from  Guild  to  Cedar  St.,  217-message,  communication,  256 

Traffic  circle,  Dorchester:  at  junction  of  Old  Colony  parkway  and- 
Freeport  st.  proceed  immediately  to  construct,  for  which  the  money 
has  already  been  allocated,  203-message,  communication,  204 

Train  st.,  Ward  16:  sidewalk  along  No.  50,  41 

Tremont  st.,  Ward  9: 
install    lights  as   "white  way"  from  Upton    to  Parker  sts.,  90- 

message,  communication,  124 
reconstruction  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  from  Massachusetts  ave.  to 

Parker  St.,  90-message,  communication,  126 
repave  from  Massachusetts  ave.  to  Roxbury  Crossing,  217-mes- 
sage,  communication,  226,  227 

Tremont  st..  Ward  10:   traffic  signals  at  junction  of  Parker  St.,  415 

Van  Winkle  st.,  Ward  16:  sidewalk  assessment,  half-cost  $361.10, 
430 

Vernon  st.,  Ward  9:  one  way  street  from  Washington  to  Tremont 
sts.,  328 

Verona  st.,  Ward  11:  accept,  lay  out,  50 

Victor  st.,  Ward  13:  repave  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  84-message,  com- 
munication, 144 

Vine  st.,  Ward  8:  "slow"  signs  at  Forest  St.,  330 

Wachusett  st.,  Ward  18:  repair  of  streets,  330-message,  communi- 
cation, 337 

Walk  Hill  st.,  Wards  14  and  18:  traffic  lights  at  intersection  with 
American  Legion  highway,   102-message,   communication,   173 

Walter  St.,  Ward  18:  sidewalks  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construc- 
tion,  330-message,   communication,   365 

Ward  3  streets: 

additional  garbage  collection,   198 

dust  nuisance  abatement,  198-message,  communication,  209 

Ward  6  streets:   painting  crosswalks  in  South  Boston,  218 

Wards  6  and  7  streets:  repair  before  Evacuation  Day  parade 
March   16,   67,   68-message,   communication,   76 

Ward  10  streets: 

include  in   1941   budget,   sum   sufficient   to   purchase   new  street- 
sweeping  machine  and  arrange  for  temporary  hire  of  men  to 
clean  streets,  passed,  472 
painting  crosswalks  at  approaches  of  churches  and  schools,  order 
passed,  100-message,  communication,  173 

Ward  12,  survey:  complete  survey  to  prevent  crime  wave  now  preva- 
lent, order  passed,  410,  411 

Ward  13  streets: 

clean  as  soon  as  possible,  160-message,  communication,  184,  185 
replace  all  gas  street  lights  with  electricity,  24-message,  communi- 
cation, 58,  59  and  73;    173 

Ward  14  streets:  survey  of  lighting  conditions,  50-message,  commu- 
nication, 76 

Ward  17:  order  to  repaint  all  crosswalks,  237-message,  communi- 
cation, 257,  258 

Ward  18  streets:  survey  of  all  streets  in  "Belnel  Village"  for  accept- 
ance and  laying  out  under  W.  P.  A.  construction  plan,  44-message, 
communication,   74 


Streets,  Squares,  Circles,  Continued 
improvement  orders  passed: 

Ward  20  streets: 

arrange  for  blanket  W.  P.  A.  project  for  sidewalks  of  ward,  181- 

message,  communication,  206 
arrange  for  W.  P.  A.  project  to  repair  defective  sidewalks,  181- 

message,  communication,  206 
survey  bounded  by  Stimson,  Grove  and  Centre  sts.,  250,  251 

Warren  sq.,  Ward  19:  survey  of  conditions  to  be  made,  300 

Washburn  St.,  Ward  7:  concrete  sidewalk  construction  as  W.  P.  A. 
project,  118-message,  communication,  146 

Washington  st.,  Ward  9:  safety  island  at  junction  of  Dudley  st., 
467 

Washington  st.,  Ward  11:  reflector  lights  at  junction  Forest  Hills 
st.  and  Montebello  rd.,  433 

Washington  st.,  Ward  17: 

resurface  between  Harvard  st.  and  Codman  sq.,  476 
"slow"   signs   between   Codman   sq.   and   Harvard,    41-message, 
communication,  86 

Welles  ave.  at  Talbot  ave.,  Ward  17:  survey  both  sides  for  erec- 
tion of  "slow"  and  "stop"  signs,  79-message,  communication, 
125-279 

Welles  ave.,  Ward   17:   erect  "stop"  signs  at  Washington  St.,  250 

Westbourne  rd.,  Ward  19:  accept,  lay  out,  under  W.  P.  A.  con- 
struction plan,  166 

West  Brookline  st.,  Ward  4:  replacing  brick  sidewalks  with  arti- 
ficial stone  at  Tremont  st.  corner,  90-message,  communication,  145 

West  Fifth  st.,  Ward  6:  resurface  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  136-mes- 
sage,  communication,  146 

West  Fifth  st.,  Ward  7:  reconstruct  street  and  install  artificial 
stone  walks  from  F  to  Dorchester  sts.  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  374- 
message,  communications,  384 

West  Fourth  st.,  Ward  6: 

resurface  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  136-message,  communication,  146 
sidewalks,  Dorchester  ave.  to  D  st.,  136:  to  bridge  abatement,  136; 
161 

West  Milton  St.,  Ward  18:  sidewalks  (both  sides),  from  Sprague  st. 
to  Dedham  line,  51 

West  Park  at  Merlin  st.,  Ward  17:  replace  gas  lamps  with  electric 

light,  121-message,  communication,  143,  144 
West  Seventh  st.,  Ward  6:  resurface  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  136 
West  Seventh  st.,  Ward  7: 

reconstruction  of  roadway  and  sidewalks  from  F  to  Dorchester  sts. 

as  W.  P.  A.  project,  118-message,  communication,  146 
sidewalks,    E   to   Dorchester   sts.,    136-message,    communication, 
146;    161 

West  Sixth  st.,  Ward  7: 

reconstruction  of  street  from  F  to  Dorchester  sts.  and  sidewalks 

as  W.  P.  A.  project,  118-message,  communication,  146 
sidewalks,    Dorchester  to    E    sts.;    136-message,    communication, 
146;  161 

West  Third  st.,  Ward  6:  granolithic  sidewalks  from  Dorchester  ave. 
to  A  st.,  448-message,  communication,  468 

Whitby  ter.,  Ward  13:  construction  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  177 

White  City  section,  Ward  19:  survey  for  acceptance  and  laying  out 
as  many  as  possible,  252-message,  communication,  254;  survey  as 
many  as  possible  for  resurfacing,  252-message,  communication,  254 

Whitfield  st.,  Ward  17: 

resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construction,  394 
resurface  with  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction,  121-message.  commu- 
nication, 144,  145,  400. 

Whitford  st.,  Ward  18:  sidewalks  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construct- 
ing, 237-message,  communication,  307 

Whiting  st.,  Ward  12:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  construc- 
tion, 39-message,  communication,  95 

Wiltshire  rd.,  Brighton:  consider  extending  from  Portina  rd.  to 
Foster  st.,  51 

Winborough  ST.,  Ward  18:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan,  394- 
message,   communication,   400 

Winslow  ST.,  Ward  8:  "slow"  signs  at  Palmer  st.,  330-message, 
communication,  358 

Winter  St.,  Ward  15:   cross  lines  at  junction  with  Bowdoin  st.,  220 

Winthrop  st.,  Ward  8:  new  sidewalks  to  Dudley  under  W.  P.  A. 
constructing  plan,  242 

Woodhaven  ST.,  Ward  18:  sidewalks  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  con- 
structing,  330-message,  communication,  365 

Woodrow  ave.  at  Blue  Hill  ave.,  Ward  14:  install  traffic  signals, 
181-message,  communication,  205 

Woodward  ave.,  Ward  8:  artificial  stone  sidewalks  under  W.  P.  A. 
construction  plan,  242-message,  communication,  278 

Wrentham  st.,  Ward  16:  resurface  under  W.  P.  A.  plan,  444-mes- 
sage, communication,  467 
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naming,  renaming  orders  passed: 

(Thomas)  Andkew  so,.,  Ward  3,  junction  of  Tyler  and  Harvard  sts., 

348 
Blue    Hill   ave.,  Wards  12,    13,  14,   18,  22:    change  to  Louis  D. 

Brandeis  blvd.,  275 
(Reverend  Richard  A.)  Burke  st.,  change  from  Vale  st.,  408 
(Dr.  Belle  Scott)  Carmodt,  for  service  to  South  Boston  poor,  218 
Corliss  St.,  Roxburt,   formerly   Codman   Hill   St.,  from   Codman 

pk.  to  Washington  st.,  149 
(Mary)  Doherty  sq.,  at  junction  of  Freeland  and  Standard  sts.,  165 
(Herbert  W.  J.)  Fitzgerald  sq.,  Ward  19:  at  junction  O'Callaghan 

and  Logan  ways,  in  Old  Harbor  Village,  330 
(Alice  E.)  Gallagher  Playground:   new  playground  at  Chandler's 

pond,  Brighton,  and  mark  suitably  with  commemorative  monument, 

437 
Hyde  Park,  Ward  18:   name  new  athletic  field  Hyde  Park  Athletic 

Field,    237 
Laval   St.,  Hyde  Park,    formerly  Lilac  rd.,  from   Arlington   st.   to 

Central  ave.,   149 
(James)    McHugh   sq.:    square   at   intersection    of   Bournedale   rd., 

Bourne  st.  and  Northbourne  rd.,  referred  to  executive  committee, 

216 
(Frederick  W.)  Mealey  sq.,  South  Boston:  naming  space  at  junc- 
tion of  H  and  East  Sixth  sts.,  239,  313 
(William  F.)  O'Brien  sq.:   at  junction  of  Columbia  rd.  and  Quincy 

St.,  90 
John  Boyle  O'Reilly  boulevard:  section  of  Fenway  from  Charles- 
gate  West  to  Ruggles  st.,  438 
(Monsignor  George  W.)  Patterson  sq.  in  South  Boston,  460 
Westbourne  circle,  Ward  19:   change  part  of  Westbourne  rd.  from 

Florence  st.  east  to  Southbourne  rd.,  to  Westbourne  circle,  238— 

order  passed,  241 


Striking  Remarks  from  Record 

order  to  strike  all  remarks  pertaining  to  personalities  at  Council  meeting, 
July  22,   referred  to  rules  committee,  304,  305 


Suffolk  County 

administrative  committee:  assignment  by  Fred  T.  Field,  Chief 
Justice,  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  filed,  368 

Appellate  division,  District  Courts,  effective  October  1,   1940,  368 

colored  probation  officer:  provision  in  1940  budget  for  Roxbury 
Municipal  Court,  order  passed,  22 

county  accounts:  Thomas  E.  Goggin  to  be  paid  $18  per  week,  from 
August  31,  1936  during  incapacity,  order  passed,  281 

expenditures  for  juvenile  courts:  during  1937,  1938  1939,  order 
passed,  100-message,  communication,  141,  142 

jurisdiction  over  County  jail:  report  of  finance  commission  re 
responsibility  of  city  and  jail  officials,  60  to  63,  inclusive 

payment:  under  chap.  422,  Acts  of  1936,  petition,  174 

registrar  of  deeds:  appointed  for  six  years,  William  T.  A.  Fitzgerald 
filed,  471 

reimbursements  for  employees:  see  Contingent  Fund,  charges 
against  Suffolk  County,  employees'  names 

report  of  committee  on  County  accounts:  received,  order  passed, 
368,  369 

Roxbury  municipal  court:  order  for  public  buildings  department 
to  install  prisoners'  cage,  order  passed,  444 

salary  increase:  for  probation  officers,  communication  received  from 
Chief  Justice  of  Municipal  Court,  F.  Delano  Putnam,  21 

Social  Law  library,  $1,000:  order  for  appropriation  for  enlarge- 
ment and  maintenance,  passed,  457 

transfers: 

Superior  Court,  Criminal  Sessions:  $4,074  special  items,  referred 

to  executive  committee,  333 
Superior  Civil  Court:  $300,  referred  to  executive  committee,  340- 

passed,  341 
$200,  municipal  court,  359 
$1,20  0,  superior  civil  court,  377 
$1,000,  municipal  court,  390-passed,  394 
$477,  district  court,  390-passed,  394 

Suffolk  County  Court  House  Commission 

Drew,  Arno  I.  to  August  12,  1944  as  member,  appointed  by  Governor 
Saltonstall,  35 


Suffolk  Downs  Race  Track,  East  Boston 

assignment  of  jobs:  order  for  attorney-general  to  investigate,  passed, 
215 

donation  to  welfare  department:  plan  to  be  presented  to  State 
Racing  Commission  and  Eastern  Racing  Association  for  three  days' 
intake,  order  to  consider,  passed,  118 

food  prices:  order  to  lower  for  patronizers  of  races,  passed,  218 

outside  Massachusetts  employees: 

order  for  racing  commission  to  publish  list  of  names  and  addresses  of 

employees,   passed,   246,   247-communication   from   State   Racing 

Commission,  297 
order  to  compel  employees  to  show  voting  certificate  passed,  246,  247 
resolution   protesting  non-resident  employees  and   ordering  copy  of 

resolution  to  be  sent  to  Massachusetts  Racing  Commission,  passed, 

215-message,  communication,  229,  230 


Sullivan,  Col.  Thomas  F. 


order  to  petition  Works  Progress  Authorities  to  retain  Colonel  Sullivan 
as  district  manager,  passed,  152 


Sumner  Tunnel 

fee  for  use:  25  cents  and  15  cents  for  Boston  residents,  order  passed, 
166 

traffic  tunnel:  see  East  Boston  Traffic  Tunnel  or  page  40,  Transporting 
Passengers  by  Saugus  Transportation  Company 


Supply  Department 

Councilors'   quarters:  to  install  desks,   typewriters,   filing  cabineti, 
other  equipment  necessary,  order  passed,  300 


Sunday  Sports 

ordinance:  see  Ordinances,  Sunday  sports  or  pages  70,  82,  83,  96,  107 

Surplus  Marketing  Administration 
by  stamp  plan:  see  Food  Stamp  Plan 

Sullivan,  Daniel  F.,  Councilor,  Ward  9 

ward  area:  Roxbury  centre 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  tax  title  property  printing,   public  lands,  soldiers'  relief,  18 

public  welfare  committee,  21 

ordinances,  38 
improvements,  Ward  9: 

all  streets  of  Boston,  476 

Cabot  st.,  328 

Columbus  ave.,  82 

Dorr  St.,  217 

Dudley  St.,  217 

Elm  wood  st.,  378 

Highland  ave.,  217 

Juniper  St.,  217 

Kenilworth  St.,  217 

Kent  St.,  328 

Linden  Park  St.,  328 

Linwood  sq.,  217 

Linwood  St.,  217 

Logan  St.,  217 

Marvin  St.,  217 

Massachusetts  ave.,  217,  218 

Massachusetts  ave.  reservation,  151 

Norfolk  St.,  217 

Rockledge  St.,  217 

Roxbury  St.,  90,  328 

Ruggles  St.,  328 

Simmons  St.,  217 

Thornton  St.,  217 

Tremont  St.,  90,  217 

Vernon  st.,  328 
motions: 

adjournment  of  Council  to  August  5,  305 

reference  of  telephone  operator  order  to  Committee  on  Ordinances, 

reports  of  committees,  ordinances,  82,  83 
orders : 

charges  against  election  commission  chairman,  372 

Chester  pk.  improvements,  Ward  9,  151 


SULLIVAN 


(49) 


SULLIVAN 


Sullivan,  Daniel  F.,  Councilor,  Ward  9,  Continued 

orders : 

classification  of  charwomen  on  W.  P.  A.,  415 

closing  city  departments,  July  5  and   6,  247,  248  (with  Councilor  M. 

H.  Sullivan) 
cooperation  with  finance  commission,  139 
erection  of  billboards,  181 
facilities  at  Whittier  st.  health  unit,  238 

five-day  week  during  summer,  202  (with  Councilor  M.  Sullivan) 
improvement,  Blackstone  pk.,  Ward  9,  151 
improvement  William  Carter  playground,  90 
improvement,  Ward  9  parks,  175 
legislative  agent  appointment,  457 
leveling  land,  Ward  9,  118 

life  insurance  policies,  old  age  and  welfare  recipients,  297 
list  of  tax-exempt  properties,  118 
matrons,  William  Carter  playground,  238 
naming  Lenox  st.  project  for  colored  citizens,  335 
opening  yard,  Timilty  school,  285 
overcoats  for  welfare  department,  82 
no  dumping  snow  on  playgrounds,  420,  421 
parking  on  part  of  Washington  St.,  49 
payment  of  taxes  by  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad, 

171 
payments  in  advance  of  Christmas  holiday,  457 
payment  of  welfare  recipients  before  Thanksgiving,  420 
play  areas  for  small  children,  369 

removal,  paving  blocks,  Dudley  and  Washington  sts.,  165 
reopening  Roxbury  Crossing  branch  library,  166 
repair  benches,  Blackstone  pk.,  301  (with  Councilor  Hurley) 
safety  islands,  Dudley  and  Washington  sts.,  348 
sewerage  system,  South  End,  150  (with  Councilor  Hurley) 
skeleton  force,  April  20,  154  (ruled  out  of  order) 
special  statutes  concerning  "City  of  Boston,"  320 
street  lighting  by  gas  (3  orders),  50  (with  Councilor  Gottleib) 
time  off  for  hospital  employees,  238  (with  Councilors  Hurley,  M.  H. 

Sullivan) 
traffic  officers  at  Dudley  and  Washington  sts.,  Ward  9,  274 
unemployment    compensation    branch    office,    Roxbury,    71     (with 

Councilors  Carey  and  Hurley) 
union  wages  on  contracts,  313 
use  of  vacant  land  for  playgrounds,  449 
wading  pool,  Madison  pk.,  Ward  9,  274 
William  Carter  playground,  137 

ordinances:  prohibition  of  sound  wagons,  408 

points  of  information: 

notices  to  Councilors  of  hearings,  283 
reports  of  committees,  ordinances,  83 

remarks: 

annual  salaries  for  permanent  substitute  teachers,  169 

assignment  of  State  troopers  for  Boston  voting,  180 

charges  against  election  commission  chairman,  372,  373 

classification  of  charwomen  on  W.  P.  A.,  415 

improvement,  Ward  9  parks,  175 

life  insurance  policies,  old  age  and  welfare  recipients,  297,  298 

naming  (Herbert  W.  J.)  Fitzgerald  sq.,  330 

opening  yard,  Timilty  school,  285 

opinion  requested  from  corporation  counsel,  181 

overcoats  for  welfare  department,  82 

play  area  for  small  children,  369 

reports  of  committees:  executive,  287,  289;  ordinances,  82 

retention,  insurance  policies  by  old  age  assistance  recipients,  448 

salary  for  internes  at  City  Hospital,  291 

sewerage  system,  South  End,  150 

time  off  for  hospital  employees,  238 

union  wages  on  contracts,  313 

use  of  vacant  land  for  playgrounds,  449 

William  Carter  playground,  137 

resolutions: 

annual  salaries  for  permanent  substitute  teachers,  169 
assignment  of  State  troopers  for  Boston  voting,  180 

unanimous  consent:  re-election,  David  I.  Walsh,  393 

vote  doubt:  reports  of  committees:  executive,  221 


Sullivan,  Maurice  H.,  Councilor,  Ward  22 

ward  area:  Brighton,  north 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  constables,  appropriations,  prison  inspection,  rules,  18 
presiding  chairman:  39  to  44;  422  to  424 
improvements,  Wards  12,  13,  14,  18,  22: 

change  name  of  Blue  Hill  ave.,  to  Louis  D.  Brandeis  blvd.,  275  (with 
Councilors  Gottlieb,  Goode,  Taylor,  Hutchinson) 
improvements,  Ward  22: 

Adair  rd.,  81 

Eastburn  st.,  151 

Lake  st.,  248 

Leicester  St.,  81 

Wiltshire  rd.,  51  (with  Councilor  Ward) 


Sullivan,  Maurice  HM  Councilor,  Ward  22,  Continued 

motions: 

election  as  Council  president,  on  third  ballot,  of  Councilor  Galvin,  15 

election  of  president,  15 

recess,  154 

vote  for  Council  president,  13 

orders : 

absence,  school  children  on  day  of  blizzard,  90 

additional  registrars,  476 

appointment,  new  firemen,  335  (with  Councilor  Goode) 

appointment  of  additional  police  officers,  238 

appointment  of  non-resident,  179 

appointment,  special  committee,  276 

bleachers  for  Ward  22  playgrounds,  181 

central  bus  terminal  in  Boston,  373 

closing  city  departments,  July  5  and  6,  247,  248  (with  Councilor  D.  F. 

Sullivan) 
coal  for  welfare  recipients,  362 
demolition  of  building,  Brooks  St.,  437 

extension,  Kenmore  subway  and  underpass,  437  (with  CouncilorWard) 
extension,  subway  from  Kenmore  sq.,  373 
filling  vacancies,  fire  department,  290 

five-day  week  during  summer,  202  (with  Councilor  D.  F.  Sullivan) 
flagpole,  Arthur  McKinney  playground,  Ward  22,  276 
floating  polling  place,  380 

holiday  for  American  Legion  parade,  335  (with  Councilor  Hurley) 
Housing  Authority  employees  under  civil  service,  410 
increased  membership,  Boston  Housing  Authority,  154 
installation  of  Bocce  alleys,  219  (with  Councilors  Russo  and  Goode) 
installation,  loud-speaking  system  at  L  st.  bath  house,  298   (with 

Councilors  Goode,  Scannell,  Linehan) 
Hyde  Park  railroad  service,   191   (with  Councilors   Goode,  Galvin, 

Kelly,  Fish,  Coffey) 
leave   for  veterans  during  Legion  convention,  344  (with   Councilors 

Langan,  Galvin) 
Long  Island  married  employees,  313  (with  Councilor  Coffey) 
military  salute  adopted  by  Council,  344  (with  Councilors  Fish,  Goode) 
municipal  stadium,  20  (with  Councilor  Ward) 
.     outside  theatrical  advertising,  362 

payment,  annuity  to  widow  of  William  T.  Welch,  329 

price  of  milk,  42  (with  Councilor  Coffey) 

reconstruction,  dilapidated  wharves,  41  (with  Councilor  Scannell) 

reduction,  food  and  medical  allotments,  410 

reference  of  unfinished  business,  15 

reimbursement,  cost  of  Elevated  investigation:  appoint  a  committee 

to  confer  with  Governor  Saltonstall  re  reimbursement,  119 
requested  rescission  of  milk  order,  51  (with  Councilor  Lyons) 
restoration  allotments  to  old  age  and  welfare  recipients,  300 
roping  off  streets,  April  6,  121 
salary   for    City   Hospital    employees   during    vacation,    290    (with 

Councilors  Goode,  Hurley) 
sale  of  milk  in  Boston  schools,  395 
sick  leave  for  hospital  employees,  89 
skeleton  force,  city  departments,  April  20,  151 
skeleton  force,  March  23,  89 

skeleton  force,  March  16,  89  (with  Councilor  Linehan) 
study  of  assessments,  Ward  22,  349 
supplemental  car  and  bus  service,  Ward  22,  437 
time  off  for  hospital  employees,  238  (with  Councilors  Hurley,  D.  F. 

Sullivan) 
use,  fire  station  as  municipal  building,  362 
wage  system  for  temporary  teachers,  99 

ordinances:  unnecessary  noises,  421 

point  of  information:  floating  polling  place,  380 

remarks: 

absence,  school  children,  day  of  blizzard,  90 

additional  registrars,  476 

anti-birth  control  resolution,  456 

appointment  of  Bertrand  Russell,  202 

appointment  of  non-residents,  179 

appointment  to  Probate  Court,  Robert  Gardiner  Wilson,  Jr.,  405, 

406 
Bill  re  obscene  literature,  233 
Boston  residence  of  city  employees,  26 
central  bus  terminal  in  Boston,  373 

change  name  of  Blue  Hill  ave.  to  Louis  D.  Brandeis  blvd.,  275 
extension  subway  from  Kenmore  sq.,  373 
employment  of  undesirable  person  in  the  N.  Y.  A.,  275 
fee  to  non-residents,  L  st.  bath  house,  152 
floating  polling  place,  380 

Housing  Authority  employees  under  civil  service,  410 
increased  membership,  Boston  Housing  Authority,  154 
method  of  flag  salute  by  school  children,  348,  349 
naming  Alice  E.  Gallagher  playground,  437 
notices  to  Councilors  of  hearings,  282,  283 
operation,  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad,  25 
outside  theatrical  advertising,  362 
postponement,  civil  service  regulation  changes,  457 
profiteering  in  foods,  444 
reduction,  food  and  medical  allotments,  410 
reimbursement,  cost  of  Elevated  investigation,  119 
reports  of  committees:  appropriations,  budget  for  1940,   113,   114, 

115;    executive,  Americanization  Bureau,  286;  ordinances,  83 
requested  rescission  of  Elevated  fare  increases,  238,  239 


SULLIVAN 
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TAYLOR 


Sullivan,  Maurice  H.,  Councilor,  Ward  22,  Continued 

remarks: 

requested  rescission  of  milk  order,  51 

restoration  of  certain  allotments  to  welfare  and  old  age  recipients, 
300 

sale,  land  in  Brighton  (Temple  B'nai  Mosche),  412 

sale  of  milk  in  Boston  schools,  395,  396 

sick  leave  for  hospital  employees,  89 

study  of  assessments,  Ward  22,  349 

sympathy  for  family  of  William  J.  Walsh,  222 

unnecessary  noises,  421 

use,  fire  station  as  municipal  building,  362 

wage  system  for  temporary  teachers,  99 
resolutions: 

action  of  German  consul,  249 

appropriation  for  National  Youth  Administration,  119 

approval,  President  Roosevelt's  stand,  472 

continuing  W.  P.  A.  allotments,  335 

cooperation  in  alien  registration,  344  (with  Councilor  Fish) 

increase  in  Federal  works  agency  budget,  171 

local  railway  situation,  202 

method  of  flag  salute  by  school  children,  348 

price  of  milk,  81,  82 

reinstatement,  James  Gray,  41  (by  Councilor  Ward) 

salute  to  flag  at  Council  openings,  178,  179 

support  of  preparedness,  213 

State  Home  Guard-National  Guard,  239 

sympathy  for  family  of  William  J.  Walsh,  222  (with  Councilor  Taylor) 

W.  P.  A.  personnel  in  Greater  Boston,  99,  100 
unanimous  consents : 

Democratic  support  for  Senator  David  I.  Walsh,  392 

investigation  by  Attorney-General  of  "beano"  games,  90 

(James  T.)  Swan  Company 

communication   received   re   Boston  Elevated    Railway  Company    in- 
vestigation, filed,  352 


Tax  Abatements 

widows:  law  department  to  draft  bill  making  unnecessary  for  widows 
to  file  application  on  or  before  October  1,  order  passed,  407 

Tax-Exempt  Properties 

assessing  department  to  furnish  Council  list  of  such  properties,  exclud- 
ing church  properties,  with  name  of  owners,  location,  valuation, 
and  whether  revenue  producing,  order  passed,  118 

Tax  Exemptions 

notification  of  rights:  assessing  board  and  commissioner  of  corpora- 
tions and  taxation  to  adopt  system  of  printing  abstract  of  General 
Laws  allowing  exemptions,  on  all  forms  for  listings  of  property  and 
on  all  tax  bills,  order  passed,  48 

Tax  Lien  Properties 

use  for  playgrounds:  conversion  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  for  play  areas 
in  congested  sections,  order  passed,  422,  423 

Tax  Title  Property  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Hutchinson,  Kelly,  Englert,  Coffey,  D.  F. 
Sullivan,  18 

Taxes 

abatement  legislation:  law  department  to  draft  bill  for  legislation    re 

publication  of  abatements,  order  passed,  220 
Congress   building,   211    Congress  st. :  taxes  due,  amount  unpaid, 

order  for  city  collector  to  advise  Council,  passed,  361 
Corporation  Counsel  to  defend  city  interests  in  case  of  legal  action  for 

abatement  of  taxes  by  Eastern  Racing  Association,   order  passed, 

233,  234 
excise  and   personal   property:  for   1929  and   1930,   order  for  con- 
stables to  refrain  from  proceedings  in  collection  process,  passed,  117, 

118 
forecast,    1940  tax  rate:  estimates  of  revenue  other  than  real  and 

personal  property,  amount  proposed  to  supplement,  also  provisions 

for  dependent  aid,   mothers'   aid,    old  age   assistance    and    soldiers' 

relief,  order  passed,  70 
four  tax  bills:  order  for  bills  under  four  divisions,  passed,  153 
nonpayment,    1939  taxes:  by  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 

Railroad,  order  to  bring  contempt  proceedings,  passed,  171 
postponement  indefinitely:  for   1938  unpaid  taxes,   order  for  city 

collector  to  postpone,  passed,  50,  51 


Taxes,  Continued 

tax-exempt  property  list:  (excluding  all  churches)  location,  name 
and  address  of  owners,  valuation,  if  revenue  producing,  order  passed, 
118-message,  communication,  173,  174 

Taxicabs 

order  for  police  commissioner  to  amend  recent  ruling  for  reduction  of 
number  of  cabs  on  street  if  owned  by  same  individuals,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  70,  71-passed,  107 

resolution  and  preambles  re  reduction  in  number  of  taxicabs,  resolution 
for  reconsideration  of  police  commissioner's  order  for  reduction, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  27,  28,  suggesting  presence  of  com- 
missioner at  meeting-order  for  reconsideration  rejected,  68,  69 

Taylor,  Charles  L,  Councilor,  Ward  12 
ward  area:  Roxbury,  east 
amendment:  special  nurses,  city  hospital,  346 
chairman  pro  tern:  80-85;  391-397 
committee  appointments: 

executive,    constables,    public    safety,    claims,    legislative    matters, 
ordinances,  prison  inspection,  rules,  soldiers'  relief,  18 
improvements,  Ward  12,  13,  14,  18,  22:  change  name  of  Blue  Hill 

ave.,  to  Louis  Brandeis  blvd.,  275  (with  Councilors  Gottlieb,  Goode, 

M.  Sullivan,  Hutchinson) 
improvements,  Ward  12: 

Alpine  St.,  39 

Devon  St.,  39 

Gaston  St.,  39 

Georgia  St.,  39 

Glen  wood  st.,  39 

Hollander  St.,  39 

lighting  survey,  410 

Park  View  st.,  39 

Sherman  st.,  39 

Whiting  st.,  39 
motions: 

next  meeting,  January  29,  28 

next  meeting,  70 

reports  of  committees,  executive,  328;  public  lands,  395 
motion  for  previous  question:  sale,  land  on  Old  Centre  St.,  414,  415 
motion    to  remove  remarks  from  record:  investigation  of  "Beano" 

games,  200 

next  meeting:  May  20,  204 

objection  withdrawal:  unfinished  business,  relief  projects,  $367,000, 
329 

objections: 

Bremen  street  wall,  316 

reports  of  committees,  executive,  302 

roping  off  streets,  Legion  convention,  347 
orders: 

abatement  of  taxes  of  Eastern  Racing  Association,  216,  217,  233 

appointment  of  temporary  matrons,  242  (with  Councilor  Russo) 

(Josiah  H.)  Benton  Estate,  329 

Boston  Elevated,  deficit,  136 

button  system  in  snow  removal,  66 

collection  of  taxes  for  1929  and  1930.  117  (with  Councilor  Lyons) 

colored  probation  officer,  Roxbury  Court,  22 

decoration  of  buildings  for  Legion  convention,  352 

dividends,  Boston  Elevated  Railway,  149 

elevator  service,  Savin  st.  health  unit,  89,  378 

information  re  Andrew  Wesseling,  176 

investigation,  voting  machines,  450 

leave  of  absence  to  Jewish  employees,  363  (with  Councilor  Gottlieb) 

necessary  repairs  not  basis  for  tax  increase,  350 

prisoners'  cage,  Roxbury  municipal  court,  444 

rear  seats,  Ringling  Brothers  Circus,  176 

rentals  paid  by  Boston  Elevated,   194,   195   (with  Councilors  Fish, 
Kelly) 

roping  off  streets  for  parade,  330  (with  Councilors  Goode,  Gottlieb) 

settlement  with  Arthur  F.  Clark,  245 

Social  Law  Library  appropriation,  457 
ordinances:  Sunday  sport  licenses,  201 
points  of  information: 

Bremen  st.  wall,  316 

charges  against  election  commission  chairman,  373 

municipal  parking  spaces,  381 

revision  of  civil  service  rules,  448 
points  of  order: 

Bremen  St.  wall,  316 

chair's  ruling  on  Federal  Housing,  52 

investigation  of  "Beano"  games  by  Attorney-General,  90 

investigation  by  Federal  authorities,  299 

qualification  as  Councilor:  received  from  the  Mavor,  January  9, 
1940,  21  .... 

remarks: 

abatement  of  taxes  of  Eastern  Racing  Association,  216,  217,  233,  234 
additional  police  officers,  391 
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Taylor,  Charles  I.,  Councilor,  Ward  12,  Continued 

remarks: 

advertising  unpaid  1938  taxes,  100 

appointment  to  bench,  Robert  Gardiner  Wilson,  Jr.,  congratulations 
to  Governor  for  appointment,  405 

assignment  of  State  troopers  for  Boston  voting,  180 

(Josiah  H.)  Benton  Estate,  329 

Boston  Elevated  deficit,  136 

button  system  in  snow  removal ,  66 

civil  service  laws,  23 

collection  of  taxes,  for  1929  and  1930,  117,  118 

colored  probation  officer,  Roxbury  Court,  22 

confirmation  of  constables,  164 

dividends,  Boston  Elevated  Railway,  149 

division  of  tax  bills,  153 

elevator  service,  Savin  st.  health  unit,  89,  378 

finance  commission  investigation  of  "Beano"  games,  101 

floating  polling  place,  380 

health  unit,  Ward  15,  456 

idle  factory  for  national  defense  use,  350 

increase  of  bus  fares,  235 

industrial  insurance  charges,  445 

information  re  Andrew  Wesseling,  176 

interpretation,  civil  service  laws  by  attorney-general,  157 

investigation  of  voting  machines,  450 

invitation  to  Charles  F.  Rittenhouse,  217 

life  insurance  policies  of  old  age  and  welfare  recipients,  298 

lighting  survey,  Ward  12,  410,  411 

method  of  flag  salute  by  school  children,  349 

next  meeting,  171 

notices  to  Councilors  of  hearings,  282 

pledge  of  allegiance  to  flag,  379 

preference  to  Massachusetts  citizens,  396 

prisoners'  cage,  Roxbury  municipal  court,  444 

rear  seats,  Ringling  Brothers  Circus,  176 

reduction  in  number  of  taxicabs,  28 

re-establishment  of  local  five-cent  fares  on  Boston  Elevated,  284 

rentals  paid  by  Boston  Elevated,  195 

reports  of  committees,  appropriations,  budget  for  1940,   112,   113; 
executive,  69;  155;  287;  re  Bremen  st.  wall,  301,  302 

right  to  claim  exemptions,  48 

sale,  land,  Old  Centre  st.,  413 

settlement  with  Arthur  F.  Clark,  245,  246 

Social  Law  Library  appropriation,  457 

status  of  Young's  hotel,  378 

sympathy  for  family  of  William  J.  Walsh,  222 

unfinished  business,  appointment,  303,  304 

use,  tax  lien  properties  for  playgrounds,  422 

warrant  for  payment  of  Elevated  deficit,  175,  176 
resolutions: 

civil  service  laws,  23 

sympathy  for  family  of  William  J.  Walsh,  222  (with  Councilor  M.  H. 
Sullivan) 

warrant  for  payment  of  Elevated  deficit,  175  (with  Councilors  Fish 
and  Kelly) 
statement  by  unanimous  consent:  civil  service,  41 
unanimous  consents: 

criticism  of  League  of  Women  Voters,  461 

employment  of  citizens  at  Suffolk  Downs  track,  229 

reports  of  committees,  executive,  353 
vote  doubt:  investigation  of  "Beano"  games,  200 

Telephone  Operator  to  Council 

order  to  establish  position  at  salary  of  $1,600,  referred  to  rules  com- 
mittee, 38-motion  referring  to  ordinances  committee,  67-message, 
with  veto,  107 

Theatrical  Advertising 

care  and  discretion:  theatre  managements  use  care  in  display  so  as 
not  to  endanger  morals  of  youth,  order  passed,  362 

Traffic  Commission 

commissioner  appointed:    William   P.   Hickey   to  April  30,    1944, 

190,  191 
appropriation   $100,000:    installation   of  traffic  lights  at  dangerous 

intersections  throughout  city,  order  passed,  108 
automatic  signals  orders  passed: 

Ward  3,  91,  198 

Ward  7,  313 

Ward  8,  201,  330,  374 

Ward  9,  82 

Ward  10,  335,  415,  416,  421 

Ward  11   433 

Ward  13',  see  page  483,  1939  Proceedings,  108,  474 

Ward  14,  42  (2  orders),  102,  181 

Ward  15,  237 

Ward    17,   26;     "slow"    and   "stop"   signs,   41;     "slow,"    "school," 
"curve"  warning  signs,  51;    79;  250;  408 

Wards  18  and  19,  26,  44,  57,  102 

Ward  19,  252,  301,  422 


Traffic  Commission,  Continued 
automatic  signals  orders  passed 

Ward  20,  28,  58  (order  page  454,  1939  Proceedings),  181,  250,  374, 

415,   416 
Ward  21,  51,  238,  245,  311,  409 

exclusion  of  traffic: 

Lasell  st.,  between  Baker  and  La  Grange  sts.,  signs  to  be  installed 
on  Baker  and  La  Grange  sts.,  order  passed,  382,  383 

extension,  Kenmore  subway:  confer  with  transit  department  and 
Elevated  Railway  considering  extension  to  Brighton  line  and  con- 
struction of  underpass  at  Cottage  Farm  bridge  for  traffic  congestion 
relief,  order  passed,  437 

Harrison  ave.:  a  "through  way"  from  Union  pk.  to  Dudley  -st., 
order  passed,   363-message,   communication,   386 

Kane  sq.,  Ward  IS,  Dorchester:  install  rotary  traffic  system,  order 
passed,  237 

lights,  Albany  st.:  information  re  lights  if  erected  on  Albany  st.  at 
ambulance  station  of  City  hospital,  order  passed,  290 

one-way  street  orders  passed: 

Ward  1,  58,  order  page  454,   1939  Proceedings 

Ward  9   (6  streets),  328-message,  communication,  386 

Ward  13  (order  passed  page  470  of  1939  Proceedings),  57 

painting  crosswalks  orders  passed: 
Ward  6,  218 
Ward   10,  100 
Ward  17,  237 

parking: 
Mayor    with    Commissioner    to    consider    establishing   spaces    near 
rapid  transit  system,  Elevated  Company,  order  passed,  380,  381 
Washington  st.,  one  side  between  Fuller  and  Bailey  sts.,  Ward   17, 
order  passed,     450 

rotary  traffic  circle:   at  Peabody  sq.,  order  passed,  335 

signs  for  blind:  erect  in  vicinity  of  G,  H  and  Fourth  sts.,  notifying 
autoists  of  nearness  to  Institute  for  Blind,  order  passed,  234 

speed  limit,  East  Boston:  limit  of  twenty  miles  an  hour  during 
racing  period,  order  passed,  232 

"stop"  signs: 
at  Beach,  Washington  and  Walworth  sts.,  order  passed,  345 
at  Greenbrier  and  Park  sts.,  order  passed,  314 

survey,  Brigham  circle,  Ward  10:  order  for  survey  for  safety  of  pedes- 
trians  passed,   438 

survey,  Ward  4:  to  relieve  traffic  congestion  and  fire  hazards  (2  orders), 
101 

taxicab  operation  order:    amendment  passed,  102 

traffic  lights,  Ward  13:  original  order  page  483  of  1939  Proceedings- 
duplicate  order  passed,   108 

use  of  sidewalks:  adjacent  to  parking  spaces,  traffic  commission  and 
police  department  watch  practice,  order  passed,  390,  391 

white  crossing  lines:  at  Winter  and  Bowdoin  sts.,  Dorchester,  order 
passed,   220-message,   communication,   258 


Transfers 

to  assessing  department  from  registry  department:  H  Relief  pro- 
jects $400  to  H  Relief  projects,  assessing  department,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  227-passed,  241-motion  to  reconsider  vote, 
lost,  241-passed  again,  273 

contingent  fund  to  Americanization  Bureau: 

$7,500  referred  to  executive  committee,  passed,  258,  259-273 

to  fire  department    from  custodian    of  foreclosed    real    estate: 
land  at  243  Dover  st.,  referred  to  executive  committee,  163-passed, 
166,  167 

from  H  relief  items  to  law,  street  laying-out  departments:  $1,500 
referred  to  executive  committee,  309-first  reading,  315-passed  finally, 
326 

Head  House,  South  Boston,  from  park  department  to  institutions 
department:  law  department  to  draft  bill  transferring  custody  to  in- 
stitutions department  for  use  as  convalescent  home,  order  passed,  68 

hospital,  to  police  department:  $8,080  H  relief  projects,  referred 
to  executive  committee,  367-passed,  369-passed  again,  392 

to  park  department  from  Custodian  of  Foreclosed  Real  Estate: 
property  on  Folsom,  Harlow  sts.  and  Howard  ave.,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee,  426-order  passed,  438 

from  public  welfare,  central  office,  H  relief  projects:  $9,000 
Mayor's  office  expenses,  H  relief  projects,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 309-first  reading,  315-passed  finally,  326 

reserve  fund  to  Randidge  Fund  excursions:  $5,000  to  be  expended 
by  park  department,  referred  to  executive  committee,  244;  see  also 
Contingent  Fund  or  page  244 

to  traffic  commission  from  bridge  service,  public  works  depart- 
ment:   $12,000  referred  to  executive  committee,  228-passed,  241 

procedure  for  transferring  school  property  to  park  department  for 
playground  purposes,  order  for  opinion  from  law  department,  passed, 
51-message,  communication,  172,  173 


TRANSFERS 


(52) 


VETERANS 


Transfers,  Continued 

within  departmental  appropriations: 

city  clerk  depaetment:  $50,  personal  service  to  equipment, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  333 

city  council:  $102  order,  227-passed,  241 

conventions,  entehtainment  of  guests:  $4,000,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee,  340-passed,  341 

courthouse  custodian: 

$650  referred  to  executive  committee,  390 
$1,000  referred,  390 
$477  referred,  390 

finance  commission:  $10,000  additional  for  investigation  of  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company,  order  referred  to  executive  committee, 
339,  340-passed,  353 

fire  Department: 

$4,000  to  E,  materials 

$1,000,  to  equipment,  referred  to  executive  committee,  309-passed, 
335 

$1,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  333 

$1,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  340-passed,  341 

$25,800,  referred  to  executive  committee,  359-passed,  363 
hospital  department: 

$600  referred,  359-passed,  363 

$16,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  333 

$700,  equipment  and  materials,  referred  to  executive  committee,  389 
index  commissioners:    $975,  referred  to  executive  committee,  377- 

passed,  378 
institutions  department:   $4,400,  "Stephen  J.  O'Meara"  steamer, 

referred  to  executive  committee,  352-passed,  353 
licensing  board: 

$89,  referred  to  executive  committee,  352-passed,  353 

$400  equipment,  referred  to  executive  committee,  389 

LONG   ISLAND   HOSPITAL: 

$500  to  special  items,  referred  to  executive  committee,  367 
$53,350,  referred  to  executive  committee,  319-passed,  326 

PENAL   INSTITUTIONS   DEPARTMENT: 

$405  equipment,  referred  to  executive  committee,  367 
$1,085.92  "Michael  J.  Perkins"  steamer,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee,  189-passed,    198,   message,   communication,   384 
$1,072.50,  referred  to  executive  committee,   163-passed,   167 
$4,125,  referred,  359-passed,  363 

police  department:  $5,600,  referred  to  executive  committee,  377- 
passed,  377 

public  welfare  department:  $200,  Wayfarers'  Lodge,  referred  to, 
executive  committee,  333 

public  works  department:  $300,  referred    to  executive  committee, 
377-passed,  378 
$12,000  water  division,  referred  to  executive  committee,  367 

public  works  department,  bridqe  service:  $5,925,  contractual, 
personal  services,  referred  to  executive  committee,  389 

public  works  department,  paving  service:  $500,  referred,  359- 
passed,   363 

public  works  department,  sanitary  service:  $3,600,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  340-passed,  341 

public  works  department,  sewer  service:  $650,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee,  390 

registry  department,  H,  relief  projects:  $310,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee,  352-passed,  353-final  passage,  360 

Suffolk  county:  $200,  Municipal  Court  of  Boston,  359-passed,  363 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY,   SUPERIOR  CIVIL   COURT: 

$300,  referred  to  executive  committee,  340-passed,  341 
$1,200,  referred  to  executive  committee,  377-passed,  378 
Suffolk  county,  superior  criminal  session:  $4,074,  referred  to  ex- 
ecutive committee,  333 


Transit  Department 

commissioner  appointed:  Thomas  F.  Sullivan,  to  April  30,  1943, 
190-notice  of  designation  as  chairman,  filed,  231 

Arundel  and  Aberdeen  sts. :  subway  station  at  Beacon  st.  as  W.  P.  A. 
project,  order  passed,  166-message,  communication,  225 

Cambridge  St.  subway  entrance:  make  survey  of  entrance  unused 
for  twenty-five  years  with  view  to  grading  to  prevent  obstructing 
traffic  and  dangerous  condition  existing,  order  passed,  330 

extension,  Kenmore  subway:  confer  with  traffic  commission  and 
Elevated  Railway  to  consider  extension  to  Brighton  line  and  con- 
struction of  underpass  at  Cottage  Farm  bridge  for  traffic  congestion 
relief,  order  passed,  437 

quarters:   provide  in  city-owned  building,  order  passed,  312 

traffic  survey,  Brigham  circle:  Ward  10,  order  for  safety  of  pedes- 
trians, passed,  438 

underpass  orders  passed:  Brigham  circle,  Ward  10,  from  Smith  st.  to 
Wait  st.,  38-message,  communication,  59 


Treasury  Department 

payment  by  check:  for  snow  removal  work,  order  to  continue,  passed. 
137 

Tremont  Street  Reconstruction 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  trustees  requested  to  share  cost  of  reconstruc- 
tion, order  passed,  139 


Unclaimed  Baggage  Committee 

members:   Councilors  Linehan,  Chase,  Carey,  18 

Underpass,  Old  Colony  Parkway 

at  Redfield  st.:  Metropolitan  District  Commission  to  allocate  money 
for  underpass,  order  passed,  363 

Underpasses 

at  Brigham  circle,  Ward  10: 

order  for  repairs  to  railroad  pass  at  foot  of  Greenfield  rd.  and  Rector 
rd.,  running  under  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  railroad,  re- 
pairing steps  to  street  also,  passed,  51-message,  communication,  73 

order  to  consider  constructing  at  point  opposite  Smith  and  Wait  sts. 
passed,  38,  39-message,  communication,  74 

Unemployment  Compensation 

branch,  Minton  Hall:  in  Hyde  Park  ave.,  Forest  Hills,  conference 
with  state  officials  relative  to  keeping  open,  order  passed,  64 

branch  office,  Warren  St.,  Roxbury:  confer  with  state  officials  rela- 
tive to  keeping  open  office,  order  passed,  71 

Unfinished  Business  of  1939 

order  for  reference  to  corresponding  committees  of  1940  when  ap- 
pointed, passed,   15 

Union  Freight  Railroad 

abrogating  franchise:  for  crossing  Atlantic  ave.  and  Commercial  st., 
order  for  legal  opinion  as  to  best  method  for  abrogating  since  recently 
interferring  with  duties  of  fire  department,  passed,  51,  52 

Union  Wages  on  Contracts 

order  that  Superintendent  of  Supplies  stipulate  union  wages  on  all 
future  coal  and  oil  contracts,  passed,  313 

United  Improvement  Association 

representative  to  Zoning  Adjustment  Board  Clifford  N.  Cann,  96 


Veterans 

American  Legion:  all  city  employees  given  holiday  for  parade,  order 

passed,  335 
American  Legion  James  E.  Welch  Post  56:  lease  of  46  Joy  st.,  Ward  3 

for  5  years  at  nominal  sum,  referred  to  executive  committee,   198- 

passed,  220 

beano  games:  license  to  operate  games  in  West  Roxbury  and  Roslin- 

dale  districts,  order  passed,  250 
Boston  Police  Post  No.  2S1,  American  Legion: 

lease  of  Cottage  pi.  school,  filed,  230; 
order  as  above  passed,  248 

flagpole  at  soldiers'  monument:  replace  pole  destroyed  by  storm, 
order  passed,  330 

National  Guard :  city  employees  to  receive  their  pay  during  period  of 
training,  order  passed,  363 

National  Legion  Convention:  leave  granted  without  pay  loss  for  all 
veterans,  order  passed,  344 

preference  in  civil  service:  law  department  to  draft  bill  for  next 
legislature  for  preference  to  be  extended  to  draftees  in  national  de- 
fense program,  order  passed,  347-message,  communication,  402,  403 

World  War:  burial  of  relatives,  widow,  father,  mother,  or  dependent 
child,  minor,  in  World  War  Veterans'  lot  at  Mt.  Hope  cemetery  if  all 
were  residents  of  Boston  at  the  time  of  decease,  order  referred  to 
soldiers'  relief  committee,  215-order  passed,  239 


NOTING  (53) 


WHITE 


'oting  in  Boston 

April  30,  1940:  8  a.  m.,  to  8  p.  m.,  assignment  of  State  troopers  during 
voting  hours,  resolution  passed,  180 

'oting  Machines 

committee  appointed  for  investigation:  President  Galvin,  Coun- 
cilors Taylor,  Hurley,  Lyons,  Shattuck,  Chase,  450 

investigation:  appoint  committee  of  five  members  of  Council  to  in- 
vestigate re  installing  machines  for  city  election  in  November,  order 
referred  to  executive  committee,  450-passed,  450 


Vading  Pool 

Madison  park:  plan  to  be  submitted  to  W.  P.  A.  authorities,  order 
passed,  274 


Walsh,  William  J. 

resolution  expressing  sympathy  at  death, 
vote,  222 


passed  by  unanimous  rising 


iVard,  Michael  J.,  Councilor,  Ward  21 

ward  area:  Brighton,  south 
.  committee  appointments: 

executive,  18 

hospitals,  public  welfare,  appropriations,  legislative  matters,  licenses, 

public  lands; 
resigned  from  public  welfare  committee,  21 

amendment: 

fee  to  non-residents,  L  street  bath  house,  152 
improvements,  Ward  21: 

Bellvista  rd.,  422 

Cleveland  circle,  245,  438 

Cleveland  circle  playground,  166 

Commonwealth  ave.,  166,  179 

Gordon  and  Cambridge  sts.,  409 

Guilford  St.,  409 

Kenmore  sq.  to  Cleveland  circle,  409 

La  Rose  pi.,  351  (by  Councilor  Galvin) 

Mechanic  st.,  409 

Mechanic  st.  (by  Councilor  Galvin),  351 

O'Reilly  (John  Boyle)  blvd.,  438 

Park  Drive,  51,  166 

Peterborough  St.,  166 

Portina  rd.,  179 

Queensberry  st.,  166 

Reservation  rd.,  238 

Summit  rd.,  238 

Wiltshire  rd.  (with  Councilor  M.  Sullivan),  51 
motions: 

committee  to  escort  Mayor  to  council  meeting,  1 

vote  for  Council  president,  13,  14 
orders: 

appointments  for  summer  work  on  playgrounds,  245 

benches  at  Ringer  playground,  311 

burial  of  relatives  of  World  War  Veterans,  215 

drop  light  opposite  Capitol  theatre,  245 

extension,  Kenmore  subway  and  underpass  (with  Councilor  M.  Sul- 
livan), 437 

municipal  stadium  (with  Councilor  M.  Sullivan),  20 

playground,  Chestnut  Hill  ave.,  378 

protection  in  event  of  emergency,  245 

roping  off  streets,  April  19,  (by  Councilor  M.  H.  Sullivan),  119 

snow  removals  (with  Councilors  Lyons  and  Fish),  65 

subway  station,  Arundel  and  Aberdeen  sts.,  166 

transfer  of  school  property  to  park  department,  51 

transfer,  unused  benches,  215 

use  of  hospital  income,  378 
ordinances:  restrictions  on  park  frontages,  451 
point  of  information: 

civil  service  laws,  23 

corporation  counsel's  opinion  on  White  Fund,  165 

re-election,  David  I.  Walsh,  393 

use,  White  Fund  for  recreational  centers,  159 
point  of  order:  reports  of  committees,  executive,  394 
remarks: 

appointment,  Margaret  J.  Busche,  431,  432 

assignment  of  State  troopers  for  Boston  voting,  180 

button  system  in  snow  removal,  66 

civil  service  laws,  23 

criticism  of  sports  writer,  214 

interpretation,  civil  service  laws  by  attorney-general,  157 

motion  to  strike  remarks  from  record  re  superintendent  of  nurses,  435 

next  meeting,  171 


Ward,  Michael  J.,  Councilor,  Ward  21,  Continued 

remarks: 

next  meeting,  November  18,  395 

reports  of  committee,  appropriations,  for  1940  budget,  116,  117 

right  to  claim  exemptions,  48 

snow  removal  situation,  168,  169 

transfer  of  school  property  to  park  department,  51 

use,  White  Fund  for  recreational  centers,  158,  159 

welfare  of  patients  primary  consideration,  436 
resolution:  death  of  Clifton  B.  Carberry,  245 
temporary  chairman:  68-71,  119-121,  253-279 
substitution:  reports  of  committees,  executive,  155 
unanimous  consent:  corporation   counsel's   opinion  on  White  Fund, 

165 

Ward  8  Housing  Unit 

erection  by  Boston  Housing  Authority,  order  to  consider  passed,  20- 
message,  communication,  55,  56 

Warwick  Coach  Lines,  Inc. 

operation  license  petitions:  see  Buses  or  page  88 

(719)  Washington  Street 

health  department  suggesting  necessary  steps  to  insure  cleanliness,  319 

Water  Shut=Off  for  1940  Bills 

without  sufficient  notice:  order  to  investigate  by  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner, passed,  457 

Welfare  Payment  by  Check 

payment  to  infirm  by  check,  order  passed,  410 

Wesseling,  Andrew,  Deputy  Tax  Collector 

order  questioning  legality  of  filling  this  position  in  Boston,  passed,  176, 

(George  Robert)  White  Fund 

disposition:  three  months'  time  on  matters  before  Fund  trustees,  451 
Dorchester    district    health    unit:  preambles   and    resolution    for 

building  in  this  district,  passed,  234,  235 
establish  adult  dental  clinic:  from  funds,  order  to  present  plan  to 

trustees,  passed,  451 
health  unit,  Ward  15:  order  to  request  trustees  of  fund  to  establish, 

passed,  456,  457 
iron  fence  around  fountain:  the  Prado  on  Hanover  st.,  Ward  3, 

order  passed,  360 
law  department:  to  inform  Council  as  to  legality  of  use  of  funds  for 

recreational   centers,    order   passed,    157,    158,    159-message,    com- 
munication, 161 
municipal   stadium,:  consider   erection   in   Boston   from   fund,    order 

passed,  20 
playground,  West  End:  between  Bowdoin  sq.,  Staniford  and  Merri- 

mac  sts.,  order  to  survey  for  location  and  erection  with  White  Fund, 

passed,  89 
recreation  center,  Ward   19:  consider  creating  health  unit,   order 

passed,  238 
South  Boston  health  unit:  trustees  to  make  survey  for  expansion 

of  units  because  of  increased  number  of  children  in  housing  project, 

order  passed,  460 
South   Boston   recreational   center:  erection  of   municipal   gym- 
nasium and  information  as  to  legality  of  use  of  White  Fund  for  such 

purposes,  order  passed,  39 
survey  for  municipal  stadium:    by  trustees  of  property,  bounded  by 

Southampton   st.,   Massachusetts   ave.   and   New   Haven   Railroad, 

order  passed,  119,  120 

trustees  at  Council  meeting:  to  discuss  recreational  centers  from 
fund,  order  passed,  171 

trustees  to  consider  race  track  grounds  in  Readville  as  location  for 
Boston's  proposed  municipal  stadium,  order  passed,  249,  250 

use  for  recreational  purposes:  preference  to  be  given  construction 
of  recreation  buildings  and  playgrounds,  order  passed,  121-message, 
communication,  161,  164,  165 

use  of  fund:  trustees  invited  to  appear  for  discussion,  order  referred 
to  executive  committee,  160 

Ward  14:  order  to  establish  and  maintain  from  fund  income,  passed, 
216 

whittier  st.  health  unit  facilities:  open  park  and  pool  for  resi- 
dents, 8  a.  m.  to  11  p.  m.,  and  pool  from  8  a.  m.  to  8  p.  m.,  order  passed 
238 

youth  center,  Ward  13:  consider  erecting,  order  passed,  52 


WHITE  (54) 


WORKS 


White  City,  Ward  19 

survey  for  acceptance  and  laying  out  and  resurfacing  as  many  streets 
as  possible  (2  orders),  orders  passed,  252-message,  communication, 
254 


Wickes,  John  C,  Councilor,  Ward  17 

ward  area:  Dorchester,  center 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  hospitals,  license  fees,   public  welfare,   county  accounts, 
Parkman  Fund,  public  lands,  18 

appropriations  committee,  21 
improvements,  Ward  17: 

Alpha  rd.,  121 

Athelwold  St.,  121 

Capen  St.,  314 

Cedar  St.,  121 

Chipman  st.,  330 

Evans  st.,  41 

Fairmount  st.,  121 

Gallivan  blvd.,  408 

Gallivan  blvd.  at  Washington  st.,  26 

Greenbrier  at  Park  st.,  314 

Hooper  st.,  312 

Mather  st.,  351 

Med  way  st.,  121 

Nevada  st.,  312 

Norfolk  st„  51 

Oakwood  st.,  361 

Old  Morton  st.,  121 

repainting  ward  crosswalks,  237 

River  st.,  121 

31  River  st.,  312 

Southern  ave.,  314,  394 

Thane  st.,  394 

Thetford  ave.,  121 

Washington  st.,  41,  476 

Welles  ave.  at  Talbot  ave.,  79 

Welles  ave.  and  Washington  st.,  also  Gallivan  blvd  and  Washington 
St.,  250 

West  Park  at  Merlin  st.,  121 

Whitfield  st.,  121,  394 
orders: 

assignment  of  matron,  Roberts  Field  house,  314 

better  bus  service,  Ward  17,  67 

employment  of  boys  for  snow  shoveling,  64 

field  house,  Dorchester  pk.,  179 

financial   condition,   Boston   Elevated,    137    (with   Councilors   Fish, 
Kelly) 

flagpole,  Peabody  sq.,  Dorchester,  219  (with  Councilor  Fish);    dupli- 
cate order,  250 

flooding  Roberts  field  for  ice  skating,  408 

furnishings  for  Councilors'  quarters,  300 

girls'  section  at  Roberts  field,  312 

Hotel  Brunswick,  Young  Democrats  of  Massachusetts,  314 

inadequate  hospital  employees  quarters,  312 

municipal  building,  Ward  17,  25,  464 

oil  farm  near  Columbia  station,  473  (with  Councilor  Hutchinson) 

parking  in  rear  of  city  hall,  409 

parking,  one  side  of  Washington  st.,  450 

playground  facilities,  Ward  17,  149,  150  (2  orders) 

quoits,  Roberts  field  playground,  300 

removal  of  car  tracks,  Norfolk  st.,  394 

rotary  traffic  circle,  Peabody  sq.,  335  (with  Councilor  Fish) 

salute  of  flag  by  teachers  and  school  children,  216 

shelter  in  Ward  17,  382 

shelter  on  River  st.,  371  (with  Councilor  Goode) 

skidding  on  wooden  bridges,  409 

supervisor,  nurses  at  Boston  City  Hospital,  419  (2  orders) 

use,  schools,  public  buildings  for  recreational  purposes,  330 

Ward  17  tennis  courts,  216 
ordinances:  undertakers'  vehicles  near  city  hospital,  361 
remarks: 

appointment,  Margaret  J.  Busche,  432 

approval,  "baby  playgrounds,"  443,  444 

automatic  signals,  Ward  13,  474 

construction,  shelter  on  River  St.,  371 

employment  of  boys  for  snow  shoveling,  64,  65 

health  unit,  Ward  15,  457 

Hotel  Brunswick,  Young  Democrats  of  Massachusetts,  314 

investigation,  issuance  of  snow  buttons,  64 

legal  opinion  on  distribution  of  snow  buttons,  65 

municipal  building,  Ward  17,  25 

notice  to  Councilors  of  hearings,  282 

oil  farm  near  Columbia  station,  473,  477 

playground  facilities,  Ward  17,  149,  150 

reports  of  committees:  executive,   156;     Americanization  Bureau, 
287 
resolutions: 

approval  of  "baby  playgrounds,"  443 

health  units,  Dorchester  district,  234,  235  (with  Councilors  Gottlieb, 
Kelly,  Fish,  Hutchinson) 


Wickes,  John  C,  Councilor,  Ward  17,  Continued 

unanimous  consents: 

appointment  to  bench,  Robert  Gardiner  Wilson,  Jr.,  405 
criticism  of  League  of  Women  Voters,  462 
re-election,  David  I.  Walsh,  392 

Winthrop  Transportation  Company 

operation  license  petitions:  see  Buses  or  page  88 
Works  Progress  Administration 

ACCEPT,  LAY  OUT: 

Commonwealth  ave.  private  way  and  Portina  rd.,  order  passed,  179 

Chelman  st.  and  Centre  ter,  Ward  20,  order  passed,  347 

Cushing  st.,  Ward  20,  order  passed,  156 

Danbury  rd.,  Ward  18,  order  passed,  216 

Glover  st.,  order  passed,  218 

Grover  st.,  Ward  19,  order  passed.  179 

Heldun  and  Spinney  sts.,  Ward  20,  order  passed,  451 

Leland  rd.,  under  plan  for  constructing,  order  passed,  355 

Lovedeed  ct.,  order  passed,  218 

Mechanic  st.,  Ward  21,  order  passed,  409 

Porter  ter.,  order  passed,  250 

Southbourne,  Westbourne  rds.,  Chestnut  sq.,  Halliday,  Herbert  sts. 
and  Eastland  rd.,  order  passed,  166 

Spinney  St.,  Ward  20,  order  passed,  382,  383 

Stedman  st.,  Ward  11,  order  passed,  217 

Stow  rd.,  Ward   18,  order  passed,  26-message,   communication,  54,  55 

Ward  9  streets:  Dallas  pi.,  Church   pi.  and  Sumner  pi.,  order  passed 
under  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction,  313 

Ward  10  streets:  Alleghany  and  Estrella  sts.,  Johnson  and  Buckley 
aves.,  order  passed,  118 

Ward  18  streets  ("Belnel  Village"),  order  passed,  44 

Ward  20  streets,  New  Haven  and  George  sts.  and  Crehore  and 
Schirmer  rds.,  138 
assignments:  to  citizens  of  Boston  receiving  welfare  relief,  order,  328 
baseball  diamond,  south  boston:  adjacent  to  Aquarium  as  W.  P.  A. 

project,  order  passed,  89-message,  communication,  127 
Buckley    (father)    playoround:   resurface   and   install  seats,    water 

fountain  and  trees,  order  passed,  348 
charter  st.  playground:  land  recently  given  to  City,  order  to  place  in 

proper  condition  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project,  passed,  251 
Chester  park,  Massachusetts  ave.,  ward  9:  necessary  improvements, 

sodding,  planting  trees,  repairing  benches,  order  passed,  151 
classification  of  charwomen:  abolish  rating  of  charwomen  on  W.  P.  A. 

and  reclassify  on  another  rating,  order  passed,  415 
Columbus  stadium  and  strandway  pk.:  order  for  cleaning  and  grading, 

and  repair  of  locker  building,  passed,  137 
construction:  Herbert  st.,  ward  19:  order  passed,  463 

CONSTRUCTION    WARD    SEVEN  STREETS 

Von  Hillern  st.  and  Columbia  av.,  order  passed,  397 
16  streets  with  sidewalks,  order  passed,  118 

continuation  of  grants:  for  highways,  public  buildings,  sewers,  per- 
manent improvements  to  aid  in  unemployment  situation,  resolution 
of  City  Council  petitioning,  passed,  27 

continuing  allotments  to  boston:  resolution  for  Massachusetts  dele- 
gation in  Congress  to  work  for  increase,  referred  to  rules  committee,  35 

drafted  workers:  difference  in  salary  of  drafted  W.  P.  A.  workers  to 
be  paid  to  their  families,  order  passed,  312 

east  boston  playgrounds:  all  playgrounds  cleaned  and  graded,  order 
passed,  137 

elimination  of  cobblestones:  on  all  Boston  streets  and  replacement 
with  smooth  pavements  under  W.  P.  A.  construction  plan,  order 
passed,  437 

sidewalk,  fourth  st.:  both  sides,  from  B  to  D  sts.,  order  passed,  302 

granolithic  sidewalks,  templeton  ST.:  Ward  16,  order  passed,  444 

improvements,  marine  pk.:  order  to  reseed  grounds  and  repair  band- 
stand as  W.  P.  A.  project,  passed,  89 

increase  of  personnel:  resolution  requesting  Massachusetts  Congress- 
men to  vote  for  increase,  passed,  171 

leveling  land,  roxbury  and  king  sts.:  order  as  project,  passed,  118 

maintain  or  increase  personnel:  preambles  and  resolution  for  Massa- 
chusetts delegates  to  interview  President  Roosevelt  with  view  to 
increase  or  maintain  personnel,  passed,  99,  100 

Massachusetts  delegation:  to  confer  with  President  Roosevelt  against 
reduction  in  W.  P.  A.  rolls  announced  recently  from  Washington, 
passed,  239 

municipal  building,  south  boston:  order  for  gymnasium  and  recre- 
ational center,  passed,  84 

municipal  building,  ward  17:  order  passed,  464 

obsolete  records  project:  re  tax  abatements,  papers,  order  for 
project,  passed,  220 

obtain  increase  in  quota:  officials  in  Boston  and  Washington  to  con- 
fer with  W.  P.  A.  officials,  order  passed,  311 

order  to  petition  Administration  to  retain  Col.  Thomas  F.  Sullivan 
as  district  manager,  passed,  152 
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overhead  pedestrian  ramp:  order  to  build  from  Columbia  rd.  to 
Columbus  pk.,  passed,  68 

parker  hill  playground  bleachers:  order  to  erect,  passed,  297 

playground  supervision  and  care:  order  to  request  larger  quota  of 
personnel  and  funds,  passed,  90 

playground,  ward  13;  vacant  land  bounded  by  Dudley,  Folsom, 
Harlow  sts.  and  Howard  ave.,  order  to  construct,  passed,  50 

reconstruction  op  dilapidated  wharves:  owned  by  City,  order  to 
formulate  plans  for  presentation  to  W.  P.  A.  and  to  suggest  possibility 
of  obtaining  R.  F.  C.  funds  for  private  owners,  order  for  Boston  Port 
Authority  to  formulate  plans,  passed,  41 

reconstruction  orders  passed: 

Cumberland  st.,  Ward  4:  Asphalt  surface,  order  passed 

Tremont  st.,  Roxbury,  Ward  9,  from  Massachusetts  ave.  to  Parker 
st.,  90 

Ward  9:  Highland  ave.,  Logan,  Kenilworth,  Norfolk,  Marvin,  Sim- 
mons sts.,  order  passed,  217 
removal  of  cobblestones,  Massachusetts  ave.:  removal  of  stones  on 

avenue  south  of  Huntington  ave.  and  resurface  not  to  interfere  with 

business  hours  of  stores,  order  passed,  25-message,  communication,  59 
repair  west  fifth  st.:  order  passed,  374 
repairing  streets,  mechanic  and  la  rose  sts.:  in  Ward  21,  order 

passed,  351 
repaving  orders: 

ellingwood  St.,  ward  10:  order  for  project,  passed,  119 

garrison  st.:  order  repave,  smooth  type  asphalt  paving,  passed,  251 

reservoir  rd.,  ward  21:  order  passed,  238 

tremont  st.:  order  passed,  217 
replacing  flagpole:  at  Soldiers'   Monument,   Jamaica  Plain,   order 

passed,  330 

RESURFACING    ORDERS.- 

Bolton  st.  and  installing  sidewalks  under  W.  P.  A.  construction  plan 

order  passed,  218 
Davitt  St.,  Ward  13,  order  passed,  411 

Dorset  st.,  Ward  7,  artificial  stone  sidewalks,  order  passed,  239 
Elven  rd.,  Ward  19,  order  passed,  152 
Emmonsdale  rd.,  Ward  20,  order  passed,  202 
H  street,  Ward  6,  order  passed,  397 

Haverford  st.  from  Montebello  rd.  to  Boylston  st.,  order  passed,  239 
I  street,  Ward  6,  order  passed,  382 

Ingleside  st.  and  install  sidewalks  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  160 
Kane  St.,  order  as  project  passed,  476 
Kineo  St.,  Ward  14,  order  passed,  374 
Lonsdale  st.,  Ward  16,  order  passed,  444 
M  street,  Ward  6  as  project,  order  passed,  171 
Mallet  St.,  Ward  16,  order  passed,  444 
March  ave.,  Ward  20  and  sidewalk,  order  passed,  355 
Marshall  and  Robey  sts.,  Ward  8,  orders  passed,  242 
Maryland  St.,  Ward  13,  order  passed,  216 
Massachusetts  ave.,  order  passed,  217 
Rockland  St.,  Ward  20,  order  passed  as  project,  451 
Spalding  st.,  Ward  11,  under  plan  of  construction  with  W.  P.  A.,  149 
Ward  12  streets,  order  passed,  39 
Ward   15  streets,  Stonehurst,  Speedwell  and  Norton  streets,  order 

passed,  216 
Ward  15,  Maryland,  Clarkson,  Longfellow,  Fox  sts.,  order  passed.  165 
Ward  16,  Wrentham  St.,  order  passed,  444 
Ward    17   streets,    Whitfield   and   Thane   sts.,    Southern   ave.,   order 

passed,  394 
Ward  18  streets,  Hopewell,  Winborough,  Laval,  Coronado,  Belnel  sts., 

Third  New  way,  Brockton,  Rockingham,  Sprague  and  Lexington 

sts.,  order  passed,  394;  Whitford  st.,  order  under  constructing  plan 

passed,  237 
rodent  life  extermination:  project,  sponsored  by  health  department 

for  alleys  and  freight  yards,  order  passed,  475 
Ronan  pk.  bleachers:  erect  as  Federal  project,  order  passed,  347 
salary  difference:  present  welfare  workers  at  $10  weekly  working  in 
same   department   as   other   workers   receiving   five   times   as   much 
order  passed,  312 
sanding  Savin  Hill  beach:  order  to  obtain  funds  for  sanding,  passed, 

99-duplicate  order  passed,  251 
schedule  of  distribution:  of  commodities  at  convenient  times,  order 

passed,  353,  354 
seasonal  layoff:  of  workers,  communicate  with  President  Roosevelt 
to  rescind  order  for  layoff,  order  passed,  138 

SIDEWALK    CONSTRUCTION: 

Austin  st.  of  granolithic  as  project,  330 

Baker  st.  from  Spring  to  Centre  sts.,  as  project,  202 

Belden  St.,  Ward  7,  order  passed,  218 

Centre  St.  from  Spring  to  Washington  sts.,  as  project,  202 

Day  st.,  uncompleted  part  of  street,  passed,  342 

Duncan  St.,  granolithic  walks  as  project,  order  passed,  335 

East  Seventh  St.,  Ward  7,  between  L  and  M  streets,  order  passed,  397 

Emerson  St.,  Ward  6,  order,  from  Dorchester  st.  to  M  St.,  passed,  397 

Heath  st.  and  Huntington  ave.,  order  passed,  274 

K  street,  Wards  6  and  7,  of  artificial  stone,  both  sides,  order  passed,  354 

Malcolm  rd.,  Ward  19,  order  for  tar  sidewalks  along  road  under  W.  P. 

A.  construction  plan,  238 
Orient  ave.,  Ward  1,  order  passed  as  project,  330 
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SIDEWALK    CONSTRUCTION: 

under  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction,  Brewer, Eliot,  Hubbard,  Enfield 
sts.  and  Chestnut  ave.,  order  passed,  216 

Walter  and  Park  sts.,  construct  under  W.  P.  A.  plan,  order  passed,  330 

Ward  8,  orders  passed,  242 

Ward  9,  Dudley,  Juniper,  Thornton,  Rockledge  and  Dorr  sts.  and 
Linwood  sq.,  order  passed,  217 

Ward  20,  all  sidewalks  now  gravel  to  be  made  of  bituminous  material, 
28 

Woodhaven  st.,  order  passed,  330 
South  Boston  beaches:  order  for  resanding,  passed,  137 
South  End  sewerage  system:  eliminate  bad  conditions  existing  for 

many  years,  order  passed 
street   construction    orders    passed:  Ward   13,  Whitby  ter.,   177; 

Hesston  ter.,  177 
subway  station,  Arundel  and  Aberdeen  sts.:  at  Beacon  st.  as  project, 

order  passed,  166 
swimming  pools:  in  high  schools  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  order  passed, 

438,  439 
tennis  courts  at  Columbus  pk.:  order  for  construction,  passed,  303 
the    Mayor  to  communicate  with  W.  P.  A.  officials  re  giving   extra 

compensation  to  W.   P.   A.   workers  forced  to  work  Sundays  and 

holidays,  order  passed,  477 
transfers:  $310  street  laying-out  department,  352 
trucks  used  for  removal  of  snow:  receiving  pay  from  City  and 

W.  P.  A.,  order  passed,  80-message,  communication,  94 
ward  13  streets: 

Victor  st.  and  Brook  ave.,  order  passed,  84-message,  communica- 
tion, 144 
Downer  ave.  and  Mayfield  st.,  91 
order  passed,  43;  50 
ward  15  streets: 

Inwood,  Olney,  Blakeville,  Longfellow  sts.  and  Homes  ave.,  44 
Ward  18  streets:  Orlando  and  Newcastle  sts.,  order  passed,  102 
Ward  19  improvements:  Cheshire,  Fessenden  sts.  and  Pondred  circle, 

orders  passed,  383 
Ward   20   playground:  Weld   street  section,   order  for   construction 

with  W.  P.  A.  labor,  passed,  43 
widen  and  construct:  Amory  st.  at  northwesterly  corner  of  Green 

st.,  as  project,  179 
William  Carter  playground:  place  in  modern  condition,  as  W.  P.  A. 

project,  order  passed,  90 
William   Eustis   playground:  order   for   improvement   to   first-class 

condition,  passed,  20 
Wood  ave.  playground,  Ward  18:  order  to  present  plans  for  brick 

field  house  with  facilities  for  showers,  etc.,  passed,  44 

(George)  Wright  Golf  Course 

publicity  to  facilities:  park  department  to  advertise  opportunities 
for  winter  sports  at  the  Course,  order  passed,  67 


Yankee  Division  Parade 

City  messenger  to  rope  off  Boston's  streets,  June  8  for  parade,  order 
passed,  219 

Young  Democrats,  Hotel  Brunswick 

convention  welcome:  The  Mayor  and  City  Council  to  extend  greet- 
ings, August  9,  10,  11,  order  passed,  314 

Young's  Hotel  Status 

law  department  to  report  to  Council  exact  present  status,  order  passed, 
378 

Youth  Center,  South  Boston 

George   Robert   White   Fund:  trustees   requested   to   consider   con- 
structing youth  center,  order  passed,  191,  192,  193 

Youth  Center,  Ward  13 

to  consider  erecting  by  George  Robert  White  fund,  order  passed,  52 


Zoning  Adjustment  Board 

members  appointed:  Thomas  F.  Kelly  to  April  30,  1940;  Herbert  G. 
Perry  to  April  30,  1942  as  representative  of  Boston  Real  Estate 
Exchange,  96;  Frank  M.  Gunby,  representative  of  Boston  Society 
-of  Civil  Engineers;  Clifford  N.  Cann  representative  of  United  Im- 
provement Association,  filed,  96 

appropriation,  $1,500  from  contingent  fund,  for  1940  expenses, 
message  and  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  45,  46-passed,  52 

requested  to  notify  Councilors  personally  of  hearings  affecting  their 
respective  wards,  order  passed,  381-message,  communication,  385 


CITY     COUNCIL. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  January  1,  1940. 

The  members-elect  of  the  City  Council  assembled 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  ten  a.  m. 

Senior  member-elect  SHATTUCK  took  the 
chair  and  called  the  meeting  to  order. 

On  motion  of  Coun. -Elect  WARD,  it  was 
voted  that  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  by 
the  Chair  to  escort  his  Honor  Mayor  Tobin  to  the 
Council  Chamber.  The  Chair  appointed  Coun. 
Englert  and  Chase  said  committee,  and  they 
■retired,  accompanied  by  the  City  Messenger,  and 
presently  returned  with  the  Mayor  and  Chaplain 
and  suite. 

Mayor  TOBIN  took  the  chair,  rapped  to  order, 
and  said: 

The  audience  will  now  give  their  attention 
while  the  Chaplain  leads  us  in  prayer. 

The  Chaplain,  Monsignor  Richard  J.  Quinlan. 
led  in  prayer. 

In  the  name  of  the  Father,  the  Son  and  the 
Holy  Ghost,  Amen.  Direct,  0  Lord,  our  Mayor 
and  the  members  of  the  City  Council  in  their 
work  for  the  betterment  and  advancement  of  our 
city.  May  they  in  all  the  work  they  carry  on 
have  Thy  assistance.  We  pray  Thee  that  all 
their  undertakings  may  begin  and  end  with 
Christ  our  Lord.  In  the  name  of  the  Father, 
the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghost.     Amen. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  prayer,  the  City  Clerk 
read  the  communication  from  the  Election  Com- 
missioners certifying  to  the  election  of  members 
of  the  City  Council  for  a  term  of  two  years,  as 
follows: 


I,  James  S.  Coffey,  451  Meridian  street. 

2,    William    J.    Calvin,    49    Monument 

3,  Joseph  Russo,  42A  Green  street. 

4,  Perlie   Dyar    Chase,    136   Huntington 

5,  Henry  L.  Shattuck,  15  River  street. 

6,  Joseph  M.   Scannell,  272  West  Third 

7,  Thomas  E.  Linehan,  770  Columbia  road. 

8,  William  F.  Hurley,  61  Magazine  street. 

9,  Daniel  F.  Sullivan,  9  Highland  street. 
10,  William  A.  Carey,  139  St.  Alphonsus 

II,  Edward  L.  Englert,  18  Iffley  road. 

12,  Charles  I.  Taylor,  181  Ruthven  street. 

13,  Edward  A.  Hutchinson,  Jr.,   69  Saxton 

14,  Joseph  J.  Gottlieb,  17  Wales  street. 

15,  John  B.  Kelly,  16  Inwood  street. 

16,  Philip  Austin  Fish,  2  Fairfax  street. 

17,  John  C.  Wickes,  14  Rosedale  street. 

18,  James  J.  Goode,  Jr.,   169  Metropolitan 

19,  James  M.  Langan,    10  Rockview  street. 

20,  Theodore  F.  Lyons,    100  Ardale  street. 

21,  Michael  J.  Ward,   51  Wallingford  road. 
22,    Maurice    H.    Sullivan,     76   Antwerp 
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The  roll  was  called  and  it  appeared  that  all 
the  members  of  the  City  Council  elect  were 
present  but  Councilor-Elect  TAYLOR,  who  was 
absent  because  of  illness. 

At  request  of  the  Mayor,  the  councilors-elect 
then  rose,  held  up  their  right  hands,  and  re- 
peated after  the  Mayor  the  oaths  of  office. 

The  City  Clerk  then  read  the  certificate  of 
election  of  members  of  the  School  Committee  for  a 
term  of  four  years,  as  follows: 

Daniel  J.  McDevitt,  238  South  Huntington 
avenue. 

Joseph  C.  White,  116  Mt.  Vernon  street. 

Clement  A.  Norton,  34  Myopia  road. 

The  Mayor  then  administered  the  oaths  of 
office  to  the  members-elect  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee, and  to  Joseph  Lee  and  Frederick  R. 
Sullivan,  the  present  members  of  the  School 
Committee. 

His  Honor  the  Mayor  then  delivered  his  address, 
as  follows: 


MAYOR   TOBIN'S   ADDRESS. 

Mayor  TOBIN — Chairman  Shattuck,  members 
of  the  Boston  City  Council,  members  of  the 
School  Committee,  and  citizens  of  the  city. 

Today  marks  the  start  of  the  second  half  of  my 
administration  as  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston.  In 
all  modesty,  I  feel  entitled  to  express  the  opinion 
that  our  city  government  is  on  a  sounder  and  more 
secure  footing  today  than  at  any  time  in  recent 
years.  It  is  my  sincere  ambition  that  the  improv- 
ments  we  may  institute  in  the  coming  two  years 
will  make  further  valuable  contributions  to  the 
progress  and  the  general  well-being  of  our  city  and 
its  citizens. 

To  discuss  even  briefly  the  multitude  of  activities 
and  accomplishments  of  the  city  government  over 
a  twelve-month  period  would  result  in  a  much  too 
lengthy  compilation  of  facts  and  figures.  Conse- 
quently, it  is  my  intention  to  touch  upon  only  those 
matters  of  outstanding  importance  which  have  a 
peculiar  interest  at  this  time,  or  which  have  a  sig- 
nificant bearing  on  the  present  or  future  fortunes 
of  our  city. 

The  first  and  most  important  topic  which 
suggests  itself  is  the  financial  condition  ot  the  city. 

Finances. 

The  financial  condition  of  our  city  government, 
present  and  future  is  of  absorbing  interest.  Every 
function  and  every  activity  of  our  city  government 
is  dependent  upon  the  state  of  our  finances.  What- 
ever may  be  claimed  as  progress  or  achievement 
unless  accomplished  in  strict  accordance  with 
sound  financial  practice,  and  unless  accomplished 
with  due  regard  to  our  present  and  future  financial 
resources,  would  result  in  progress  and  achieve- 
ment in  name,  but  certainly  not  in  fact.  In  short, 
we  may  choose  to  pursue  the  perilous  policy  of 
large-scale  expenditures  beyond  our  means,  or 
we  may  choose  the  safer  policy  of  limited  expendi- 
tures within  our  means.  One  choice  leads  to 
eventual  financial  destruction;  the  other  to  even- 
tual financial  security.  We  have  chosen  the  latter 
policy.  In  choosing  that  policy  we  cannot  hope 
to  leave  behind  vast  monuments  of  public  works, 
but  neither  shall  we  leave  behind  a  heritage  of 
monumental  debts  for  later  administrations  to 
meet,  if  they  can. 

When  this  administration  took  office  two  years 
ago  1  conceived  it  to  be  our  first  duty  to  so  shape 
our  course  that  any  danger  of  collapse  of  the  city's 
financial  structure  would  be  averted.  This,  I 
believe,  We  have  accomplished.  It  is  true  that 
progress  in  this  direction  has  not  been  rapid, 
but  it  is  equally  true  that  we  have  strengthened 
our  financial  structure  to  the  point  where  there  is 
no  danger  of  financial  collapse,  and  to  the  point 
where  the  credit  standing  of  our  city  governmen 
is  decidedly  better  than  in  recent  years.  . 

This  administration,  when  it  took  office,  was 
faced  with  the  discouraging  fact  that  our  bond  and 
temporary  note  issues  were  no  longer  attractive  to 
potential  purchasers.  Many  of  the  big  financial 
houses  of  Boston  and  New  York  declined  to  partici- 
pate in  such  issues.  Financial  experts  and  advisors 
to  these  financial  houses  were  of  the  opinion  that 
the  credit  of  the  City  of  Boston  had  been  stretched 
to  its  limit.  Just  as  credit  is  the  lifeblood  of  the 
country,  so  is  credit  the  lifeblood  of  our  city 
government.  Without  such  credit,  the  city  could 
not  meet  its  obligations  and  could  not  maintain 
its  departments,  nor  could  it  dispense  the  welfare 
and  relief  so  necessary  in  our  community  today. 

Despite  the  fact  that  banks  and  financial  houses 
had  an  overabundance  of  money  available  for  loan, 
I  am  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  the  declared  policies 
of  this  administration  were  the  deciding  factors 
which  caused  a  reversal  in  our  credit  standing. 
No  matter  how  glutted  the  money  market  might 
be,  it  is  quite  certain  that  credit  would  not  be 
advanced  to  this,  or  any  other  city,  unless  there 
was  every  reason  to  have  confidence  in  the  eventual 
soundness  of  that  city  government. 

Reference  to  a  few  figures  will  give  a  good  idea 
of  how  our  credit  standing  has  improved  in  recent 
years.  In  1930,  temporary  notes  were  floated  at 
from  2.06  to  3.33.  In  1933,  notes  called  for  be- 
tween 4.25  and  5.75.  The  last  issue  in  1937  was 
at  1.75.  The  first  issue  under  this  administration 
in  1938  was  at  1.58.  A  few  days  ago,  a  two  and 
one-half  million  dollar  temporary  loan  was  made 
at  .29,  a  new  all-time  low  for  our  city.  The  same 
amount  of  money  borrowed  at  the  end  of  the  last 
administration  would  have  cost  the  city  836,000 
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more  in  interest  charges.  It  is  gratifying  to  know 
that  those  who  have  money  to  risk,  have  confidence 
in  our  city  government. 

To  maintain  and  improve  our  financial  standing 
is  still  the  primary  goal  of  this  administration. 
Deviation  from  this  course,  under  present  economic 
conditions,  would  be  courting  the  very  dangers  we 
have  averted.  To  deny,  however,  that  there  is 
great  need  and  desirability  for  various  public  im- 
provements would  be  a  denial  of  a  condition  ap- 
parent to  all.  Nevertheless,  it  is  my  conviction 
that  unless  there  is  a  decided  change  in  economic 
conditions,  or  unless  our  city  government  is  given 
substantial  assistance  by  the  state  or  national 
governments,  it  would  be  folly  for  us  to  pursue  any 
other  course. 

Bond  issues  for  capital  improvements  except  of 
urgent  necessity  must,  therefore,  be  deferred  until 
such  time  as  our  credit  and  financial  resources  can 
withstand  costly  projects.  It  is  not  too  difficult 
to  visualize  the  great  improvements  that  would 
follow  the  wise  expenditure  of  large  sums  of  money. 
An  example  of  this  would  be  the  widening  and  con- 
struction of  major  highways  in  Boston  proper,  and 
large  parking  space  areas  somewhere  near  the 
heart  of  the  city.  But  such  a  project  involves  a 
capital  outlay  of  such  a  tremendous  figure  that  it 
is  possible  of  fruition  only  by  assistance  of  other 
governmental  agencies,  and  that  assistance  I  hope 
will  be  given,  for  the  reason  that  any  project  of 
this  character  will  reflect  its  benefits  on  the  whole 
Commonwealth. 

During  the  past  year  our  tax  rate  was  decreased 
from  $41.30  to  $39.90,  a  drop  of  $1.40  per  thousand 
of  valuation.  At  the  beginning  of  the  financial 
year  1939,  it  did  not  appear  to  be  remotely  possible 
that  this  could  be  accomplished.  Every  augury 
justified  a  prediction  of  a  tax  rate  increase  of  four 
dollars.  The  chief  factors  which  enter  into  our 
tax  rate,  and  most  of  which  are  outside  the  con- 
trol of  city  officials,  made  the  tax  rate  outlook  a 
discouraging  picture. 

It  was  incumbent,  therefore,  on  city  officials  on 
matters  under  our  own  control,  that  we  exhaust 
every  possibility  to  keep  the  tax  rate  at  its  lowest 
possible  figure.  Our  first  concern  was  the  main- 
tenance and  operating  expenses  of  our  city  gov- 
ernment— the  so-called  budget  appropriations. 
After  the  most  careful  pruning,  the  budget  appro- 
priations, exclusive  of  relief  department  appro- 
priations, were  reduced  over  half  a  million  dollars 
from  the  total  of  the  previous  year.  Today, 
the  City  of  Boston  is  operating,  exclusive  of 
relief  departments,  at  a  figure  over  a  million 
dollars  less  than  when  this  administration  took 
office,  and  at  a  figure  less  than  at  any  time  during 
the  past  ten  years,  with  the  exception  of  the 
year  1934  when  salary  reductions  were  in  effect. 
In  fact,  the  budget  of  last  year  was  cut  so  closely, 
that  the  regular  functions  and  activities  of  some 
departments  were  in  danger  of  disruption,  It  is 
extremely  unlikely  that  the  budget  for  1940  can 
be  further  reduced  unless  vital  and  necessary 
functions  of  the  city  are  to  be  dispensed  with. 

To  reduce  our  own  budget  was  not  sufficient, 
however,  to  change  the  prospect  of  an  increased 
tax  rate.  Nothing  could  be  done  to  reduce  the 
additional  burden  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  deficits  on  the  city.  The  increased 
Elevated  deficit  of  close  to  nine  hundred  thousand 
dollars  had  to  be  met  and  absorbed.  The  School 
Department  could,  and  did,  however,  follow  the 
example  of  the  city  government  by  a  reduction 
in  its  budget.  The  county  officials  cooperated  to 
some  extent  and  the  result  was  a  lower  county 
budget  than  was  earlier  estimated.  The  state 
officials,  aware  of  the  tremendous  state  burdens 
on  cities  and  towns,  passed  appropriate  legis- 
lation which  made  it  possible  to  counterbalance 
the  state  assessments  on  our  city.  Our  own 
policy  of  barring  new  capital  outlays  except 
for  emergencies,  showed  its  first  results  by  a  reduc- 
tion of  two  million  dollars  for  debt  requirements, 
and  this  reduction  is  the  chief  reason  a  tax  rate 
increase  was  avoided. 

With  the  same  measure  of  cooperation  of  all 
parties  during  the  present  year,  it  is  my  hope  that 
our  tax  rate  will  be  no  higher  than  in  1939,  and  if 
at  all  possible,  a  trifle  lower.  In  the  absence  of  new 
revenues  we  shall  be  obliged  to  borrow  to  some 
extent  for  relief  expenditures.  Legislation  of 
recent  years  permits  this  policy  to  be  followed  in 
order  that  the  extraordinary  burdens  of  the  depres- 
sion may  not  engulf  the  whole  population,  and  in 
order  that  a  prohibitive  tax  rate  may  not  be 
assessed  on  the  property  owners  of  our  city. 


Compared  to  many  cities  in  our  Commonwealth, 
our  financial  house  is  in  good  order.  We  have 
shaped  our  course  along  the  way  of  stable  and 
sound  government.  I  believe  our  success  in  this, 
our  most  important  endeavor,  is  worthy  of  more 
than  mere  passing  mention,  and  truly  indicative 
of  our  constant  purpose  to  protect  and  preserve 
the  financial  structure  of  our  city. 

Tax  Appeals;   Valuations;   Collections. 

The  losses  in  the  assessed  valuations  of  the  city 
for  the  past  twelve  months  will  be  approximately 
forty  millions  of  dollars.  In  terms  of  revenue  to 
the  city,  that  represents  a  loss  of  over  a  million  and 
a  half  dollars  in  much  needed  income. 

The  downward  trend  in  assessed  valuations  still 
continues.  Like  a  mysterious  well  we  have  not 
yet  reached  bottom.  No  amount  of  economies 
practised  can  seem  to  equalize  the  losses  which  we 
annually  must  fear  from  this,  our  main  source 
of  revenue.  In  ten  years,  the  total  valuation  of 
the  city  has  dropped  approximately  half  a  billion 
dollars,  or  almost  25  per  cent,  and  there  is  yet  no 
definite  sign  to  indicate  that  a  turn  for  the  better 
is  about  to  take  place. 

Every  large  city  in  our  country  is  faced  with 
this  same  serious  problem.  To  maintain  high  valu- 
ations on  properties  which  have  lost  their  earning 
capacity,  on  properties  that  have  lost  their  attrac- 
tiveness through  age  or  through  changes  in  neigh- 
borhoods, on  properties  no  longer  fit  for  business, 
industry,  or  habitation,  is  unsound  and  unfair. 

The  stupendous  loss  in  real  property  valuations 
in  recent  years  seems  to  bear  out  the  contention 
that  real  estate  cannot  continue  to  carry  the 
present  disproportionate  share  of  the  tax  burden. 
The  long-held  principle  that  the  major  costs  of 
local  government  are  to  be  borne  by  real  estate 
seems  to  have  fallen  of  its  own  weight.  If  the 
burden  of  local  taxation  were  more  equitably  dis- 
tributed, the  commercial  ownership  of  real  property 
would  be  a  gainful  pursuit,  rather  than  a  hazardous 
pursuit. 

This  subject  of  real  property  valuations  cannot 
be  fully  discussed  in  a  message  of  this  kind.  We, 
here  in  Boston,  are  meeting  the  situation  to  the 
best  of  our  ability,  attempting  to  be  fair  with 
petitioners,  and  yet  keeping  in  mind  that  fairness 
to  the  whole  city  is  the  paramount  consideration. 
We  do  not  intend  to  allow  owners  of  property  to 
make  the  city  pay  for  their  mistakes  of  manage- 
ment, neither  do  we  intend  to  make  owners  of 
real  property  pay  high  assessments  when  the  value 
of  that  property  has  depreciated.  We  are  meeting 
the  situation  that  faces  us  with  courage  that  a 
reversal  in  the  present  trend  must  soon  come,  or 
that  some  adequate  substitution  for  loss  of  income 
from  real  property  will  be  forthcoming.  In  the 
meantime,  we  must  meet  our  many  obligations  as 
a  city  with  shrinking  revenues  and  with  more  or 
less  constant  expenses. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  ledger  from  assess- 
ments is  the  problem  of  collections.  Fortunately, 
the  percentage  of  collections  of  1939  taxes  should 
be  relatively  the  same  as  the  collections  for  the  year 
1938.  In  other  words,  our  collections  of  current 
year's  taxes  should  be  about  seventy-seven  or 
seventy-eight  per  cent.  The  collections  for  1938 
and  1939  were  better  than  for  any  year  since  1931. 
The  record  for  1939  collections  is  especially  good 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  tax  bills  were  sent  sixty 
days  later  than  in  1938,  and  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  New  Haven  Railroad  is  withholding  a 
payment  of  three  quarters  of  a  million  dollars, 
which,  if  received,  would  have  increased  the  1939 
record  of  collections  over  that  of  1938.  Collections 
on  motor  vehicle  excise  taxes  have  increased  about 
$75,000  over  the  previous  year. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  no  tax  sale  has  been  held 
during  1939,  with  its  consequent  spurt  in  collec- 
tions, I  submit  that  the  City  Collector  of  Boston 
has  performed  his  duties  in  a  manner  that  deserves 
public  commendation. 

Legislation. 
The  Legislature  continued  its  sympathetic 
cooperation  with  our  city  government  during  the 
past  year.  Most  of  the  bills  introduced  by  this 
administration  were  enacted  into  law  by  the 
General  Court  and  approved  by  his  Excellency  the 
Governor.  The  most  important,  from  the  view- 
point of  the  city's  finances,  was  the  bill  providing 
for  the  distribution  of  one  third  of  the  Highway 
Fund  for  local  highway  purposes,  enacted  as 
temporary  legislation  for  1939  and  for  1940. 
The  amount  to  be  distributed  each  year  will 
be  $9,600,000,  of  which  Boston  will  receive  over 
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two  million  dollars  in  each  of  the  two  years. 
Boston's  share  of  this  distribution  offset,  in  large 
measure,  the  extraordinarily  large  state  tax  as- 
sessed upon  our  city  during  the  year.  It  is  the 
kind  of  legislation  which  might  well  be  permanent, 
rather  than  temporary. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  regular  audit  of  the 
accounts  of  the  city  by  the  Director  of  Accounts  of 
the  state  government  was  enacted  into  law. 

The  bill  to  reduce  the  interest  rate  on  tax  refunds 
made  by  the  city  was  enacted  into  law.  This  bill 
reduces  the  rate  from  5  per  cent  to  4  per  cent  and 
will  result  in  substantial  savings  to  the  city  on  tax 
refunds. 

During  the  year  there  was  considerable  con- 
troversy on  the  method  to  be  followed  for  the 
razing  of  the  Atlantic  avenue  elevated  structure. 
The  Legislature  was  petitioned  to  consider  the 
whole  matter,  and  as  a  result  of  that  consideration 
passed  a  law  declaring  the  Atlantic  avenue  elevated 
structure  to  be  a  nuisance  and  authorizing  its 
removal.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  has  appealed 
to  the  Supreme  Court.  If  the  court  decides  in 
the  affirmative — that  the  structure  is  a  nuisance 
and  rightfully  should  be  removed — the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  will  then  be  com- 
pelled to  cause  removal  of  the  structure  at  its 
own  expense.  It  is  expected  that  final  decision 
will  not  be  made  until  some  time  during  the  spring. 
The  removal  of  this  structure  will  be  of  great  and 
permanent  benefit  to  the  city.  It  will  accelerate 
the  flow  of  traffic;  improve  property  values  along 
its  course;  and  will  help  reclaim  a  section  of  our 
city  which  has,  unfortunately,  lost  much  of  the 
industry  and  business  which  at  one  time  made 
this  a  thriving  section. 

A  bill  subjecting  Suffolk  County  contracts  to 
advertising  and  other  contract  limitations  of  the 
City  Charter  was  enacted  into  law.  This  places 
county  officials  under  the  same  conditions  and 
limitations  as  city  officials  in  the  letting  of  con- 
tracts. It  is  a  good  piece  of  legislation  and  might 
well  have  been  sooner  on  the  statute  books. 

A  bill  permitting  the.  Mayor  and  City  Council, 
on  recommendation  of  the  Building  Commissioner 
or  the  Board  of  Appeal,  to  alter  or  amend,  by  ordi- 
nance, the  building  code  of  the  City  of  Boston  was 
also  enacted  into  law.  This  new  law  is  a  notable 
piece  of  home-rule  legislation  in  that,  for  the  first 
time,  the  Legislature  is  giving  the  city  government 
the  right  to  set  up  its  own  building  code.  At  the 
present  time  the  new  building  code  as  enacted  in 
1938  is  being  given  profound  study  by  the  Build- 
ing Commissioner  of  our  city.  As  a  result  of  his 
studies  the  code  and  an  amending  ordinance  will 
be  submitted  simultaneously  to  the  City  Council. 
This  procedure  will  be  followed  in  order  that  the 
building  code  will  not  be  put  into  effect  until  a 
perfecting  ordinance  is  also  passed. 

Two  bills  introduced  by  others,  but  supported 
by  the  city  administration,  were  also  given  favor- 
able consideration  by  the  Legislature.  The  first, 
a  bill  prohibiting  lame  duck  appointments  during 
the  last  two  months  of  a  mayor's  term  of  office, 
was  enacted  into  law.  The  second,  a  bill  providing 
for  the  speedier  adoption  of  the  budget,  was 
referred  to  a  commission.  The  commission  em- 
powered to  study  this  problem  is  now  at  work. 

As  a  result  of  our  initiative,  a  recess  commission 
reported  during  the  year  recommending  passage  of 
a  bill  providing  that  the  State  Highway  Fund  shall 
assume  the  cost  of  maintenance  and  repair  of  all 
metropolitan  boulevards.  In  1938  a  similar  bill 
had  failed  of  passage  over  the  Governor's  veto. 
The  same  bill,  actively  supported  by  the  City  of 
Boston,  was  passed  and  approved  by  the  Governor 
last  year.  This  action  relieves  the  real  estate  tax- 
payers of  the  City  of  Boston  and  surrounding 
cities  and  towns  of  the  payment  of  approximately 
half  a  million  dollars  annually. 

Another  recess  commission  created  in  1938  on 
petition  of  this  administration,  reported  in  favor 
of  an  annual  payment  of  $100,000  towards  the 
upkeep  of  the  Sumner  Tunnel.  The  Legislature 
reduced  the  amount  of  the  payment,  in  the  en- 
acted bill,  to  850,000  each  year  for  the  years  1939 
and  1940.  The  enactment  of  this  bill  came  only 
after  persistent  pressure  by  your  city  government 
upon  the  Legislature  to  recognize  the  justice  of 
Boston's  claim  that  the  Sumner  Tunnel  is  in  fact 
part  of  the  highway  system  of  the  state  and  that 
at  least  a  part  of  its  operating  expenses  should  be 
borne  by  the  state  through  the  Highway  Fund. 
This  act  establishes  the  city's  claim  that  the 
Sumner  Tunnel  is,  in  reality,  an  integral  part  of 
the   highway   system    of   the  state,   and   as   such 


should  be  maintained,  at  least  in  part,  by  the  state 
government.  It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that 
similar  and  perhaps  more  generous  legislation  will 
be  enacted  after  1940. 

The  two  foregoing  enactments  —  the  mainte- 
nance of  metropolitan  boulevards  and  the  partial 
maintenance  of  the  Sumner  Tunnel  by  the  state 
government  —  are  in  line  with  the  announced 
policies  of  this  administration  when  it  took  office, 
namely,  to  require  the  state  to  assume  its  proper 
share  of  burdens  for  services  of  a  metropolitan 
character.  At  the  present  time  a  recess  com- 
mission, appointed  in  1938  upon  a  petition  of  this 
administration,  is  continuing  its  studies  of  all 
metropolitan  facilities,  activities  and  costs.  I 
trust  and  expect  that  the  report  of  this  commission 
will  be  as  helpful  to  the  City  of  Boston  as  the 
reports  of  the  other  recess  commissions  already 
mentioned. 

Before  concluding  this  review  of  legislative 
matters,  let  me  publicly  congratulate  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel,  the  Legislative  Agent  for  the  city, 
and  all  others  who  contributed  in  any  way  to  the 
remarkable  record  of  legislative  achievement  both 
in  1938  and  1939. 

W.  P.  A.  and  Relief. 

Welfare  relief  and  W.  P.  A.  requirements 
continue  to  absorb  an  increasing  proportion  of  our 
receipts.  In  1929  the  various  relief  requirements 
of  the  city  were  about  four  million  dollars.  In 
1939,  relief  of  all  kinds,  including  W.  P.  A.,  cost  the 
city  in  excess  of  seventeen  millions  of  dollars.  Of 
this  amount,  four  million  nine  hundred  and  five 
thousand  dollars  was  raised  by  loan  issues.  This 
policy  of  borrowing  to  meet  a  portion  of  welfare 
expenses  was  adopted  under  legislative  sanction  in 
1933  and  has  been  continued  ever  since.  In  1939, 
to  meet  the  obligations  resting  on  the  city  because 
of  the  borrowings  of  the  six  previous  years,  it  was 
necessary  to  include  in  the  tax  levy  for  welfare 
debt  purposes  the  sum  of  $2,148,625.  If  it  had  not 
been  necessary  to  provide  this  amount  for  debt 
obligations  of  the  past,  borrowings  for  current 
relief  purposes  would  have  been  reduced  by  fifty 
per  cent.  As  previously  expressed,  an  attempt  to 
raise  all  of  the  present  and  past  relief  costs  from 
taxes  would  result  in  a  prohibitively  high  tax  rate. 

The  subject  of  relief  is  now  an  old  one.  The 
problem  of  how  to  meet  its  cost  vexes  every  large 
industrial  city  in  Massachusetts.  It  is  a  problem 
of  growing  severity.  It  is  an  expense  which,  under 
our  law,  every  city  and  town  must  meet,  but  an 
expense  of  such  magnitude  that  unless  further 
assistance  is  given  by  the  Commonwealth  many  of 
our  cities  will  be  forced  to  abolish  other  essential 
municipal  services. 

A  new  source  of  revenue,  the  sole  purpose  of 
which  is  to  reduce  by  one  half  or  one  third  the  local 
relief  obligation,  should  be  provided.  Large  cities 
have  been  particularly  hard  hit  by  the  prolonged 
depression.  The  ordinary,  sources  of  income  have 
receded.  How  much  longer  real  estate  can  carry 
the  weight  of  the  relief  burden  is  problematical. 
Relief  is  a  common  problem.  It  is  not  good 
government,  in  my  opinion,  if  one  city  with  an 
extremely  heavy  relief  load  is  making  a  lone  and 
losing  fight  against  relief  costs,  while  surrounding 
cities  and  towns,  with  comparatively  light  relief 
loads,  prosper  and  progress.  There  is  no  doubt 
in  my  mind  that  immediate  steps  should  be  taken 
by  our  Commonwealth  which,  first,  recognize  the 
permanency  of  this  problem;  second,  recognize 
that  local  governments  cannot  meet  its  full  costs, 
third,  recognize  that  relief  requirements  are  heavier 
where  the  depression  has  hit  the  hardest;  and 
fourth,  recognize  that  this  is  a  common  problem 
and  no  class  or  group  should  be  excused  from 
sharing  in  the  costs  of  its  solution.  The  assistance 
which  is  now  given  by  the  Federal  Government  in 
the  form  of  W.  P.  A.  may  be  withdrawn  at  any 
time.  If  it  should  be,  and  no  adequate  substitu- 
tion is  made,  and  no  state-wide  action  is  taken,  it 
is  certain  that  some  of  the  larger  cities  in  this 
Commonwealth  will  be  threatened  with  most 
serious  financial  difficulties. 

The  cost  of  welfare  relief  in  Boston  has  risen 
sharply  from  the  cost  of  one  year  ago.  Approxi- 
mately 28,000  cases  were  being  aided  in  1938, 
while  at  this  time  the  case  load  is  over  32,000,  an 
increase  in  only  one  year  of  over  four  thousand 
cases.  Whatever  may  be  the  maximum  number 
of  cases  for  which  our  city  must  provide,  and 
whether  we  shall  ever  receive  substantial  assistance 
to  meet  this  cost,  is  still  uncertain,  but  one  fact 
is  certain,  and  that  is  this,  our  city  has  been  fair, 
even  liberal,  in  the  amount  of  aid  furnished  to 
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those  who  are  unemployed  or  unfortunate.  Just 
so  long  as  I  am  Mayor  this  policy  will  be  con- 
tinued. No  matter  what  the  requirements  may 
be,  every  family  requiring  food,  shelter  and  heat 
will  not  ask  this  city  government  in  vain.  No 
worthy  person  or  family,  no  matter  what  the 
cost  may  eventually  grow  to  be,  will  be  refused 
the  common  necessities  of  life.  Money  spent 
for  this  purpose  can  be  replaced  by  one  means 
or  another;  but  when  health  and  strength  is 
spent,  and  respect  for  government  is  lost,  these 
attributes  of  good  citizenship  may  never  be 
replaced. 

Welfare  requirements  during  the  year  were 
increased  somewhat  because  of  the  W.  P.  A. 
layoffs.  The  Congress  of  the  United  States  re- 
duced the  amount  available  for  Work  Projects 
Administration,  which  resulted  in  a  substantial 
decrease  in  the  number  of  persons  engaged  in 
W.  P.  A.  activities.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
year  about  twenty-five  thousand  persons  were 
on  W.  P.  A.  projects  sponsored  by  the  city.  At 
the  present  time  there  are  about  eighteen  thousand 
engaged  in  such  projects.  Many  of  those  not 
re-engaged  were  forced  to  seek  welfare  relief. 

In  1940,  because  of  a  new  Federal  law,  the  city 
will  be  required  to  make  greater  contributions 
toward  W.  P.  A.  projects.  In  compensation  for 
this,  however,  it  must  be  realized  that  W.  P.  A. 
affords  employment  to  thousands  of  persons  unable 
to  obtain  private  employment;  it  relieves  the 
welfare  rolls  of  some  of  its  burden;  and  it  accom- 
plishes, through  worth-while  projects,  much  con- 
structive work  of  great  permanent  value  to  the 
city. 

The  outstanding  W.  P.  A.  project  is  the  Hunt- 
ington Avenue  Subway  Extension,  which  employs 
approximately  2,500  workers.  This  subway 
extension  will  relieve  traffic  congestion  along 
Huntington  avenue,  and  cut  short  the  running  time 
between  Boston  proper  and  Roxbury  and  Jamaica 
Plain  by  about  ten  minutes.  It  is  the  largest 
project  of  its  kind  under  W.  P.  A.  auspices.  The 
work  is  progressing  satisfactorily,  and  the  new 
extension  which  will  bring  the  subway  beyond 
Massachusetts  avenue  will  be  ready  for  operation 
about  one  year  from  today. 

In  the  year  just  passed  forty-five  miles  of  streets 
were  constructed  and  paved;  ten  miles  of  bitumi- 
nous concrete  and  artificial  stone  sidewalks  were 
built;  and  thirty-two  thousand  linear  feet  of 
sewers  were  constructed.  A  similar  program, 
without  assistance  from  the  Work  Projects  Ad- 
ministration, could  not  be  attempted  under  the 
present  state  of  city  finances.  It  is  most  certain 
that  without  W.  P.  A.  assistance  many  necessary 
improvements  would  be  left  undone. 

Health  and  Hospital. 

While  it  is  most  difficult  to  make  just  comparison, 
it  is,  nevertheless,  an  undeniable  fact  that  the  pro- 
gram for  prevention  maintained  by  the  Health 
Department  and  the  curative  services  of  our  City 
Hospital  make  for  a  quality  of  health  protection 
enjoyed  by  our  citizens  second  to  no  municipality 
in  America. 

It  is  pleasing  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  figures  for  1939  reveal  the  lowest  infant  mortal- 
ity rate  ever  recorded  in  Boston.  It  is  particularly 
gratifying  to  point  out  that  the  death  of  infants 
during  the  first  year  of  life  has  been  cut  in  two 
during  the  last  fifteen  years,  and  that  we  have  been 
able,  both  in  1938  and  1939,  to  record  in  succession 
the  lowest  number  of  deaths  among  our  young  in 
the  history  of  the  city. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  expectant  mothers 
was  the  lowest  on  record.  Deaths  from  penu- 
monia  and  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  lowest  on 
record.  The  record  of  only  one  death  from  diph- 
theria in  our  city  during  the  last  two  years,  and 
one  death  from  scarlet  fever  during  the  past  year, 
is  the  best  performance  of  any  large  American 
city. 

In  the  field  of  preventive  medicine,  our  city  is 
doing  its  duty,  and  showing  splendid  results.  Any 
expenditures  in  this  cause  are  expenditures  made 
wisely  and  well. 

Our  City  Hospital,  after  seventy-five  years  of 
service,  is  still  recognized  throughout  the  world  as 
one  of  the  finest  municipal  hospitals  in  existence. 
Despite  expanded  facilities,  the  City  Hospital  is 
usually  filled  to  capacity,  and  during  the  winter 
months  filled  beyond  capacity. 

Every  new  discovery  of  medical  science  is  pro- 
vided for  the  public  of  Boston,  and  without  any 


charge  to  those  unable  to  pay.  The  medical  staff 
of  the  City  Hospital  continues  to  be  the  peer  of  any 
similar  staff  in  any  similar  hospital  in  our  country. 

No  other  city  in  our  country,  of  comparable  size, 
maintains  a  hospital  superior  in  any  respect  to 
ours.  The  ill  and  the  injured  of  our  city  find  at 
our  City  Hospital  every  known  facility  for  the 
treatment  and  cure  of  injury  and  disease.  No 
expense  is  spared  in  order  that  human  life  may  be 
preserved.  During  the  year  just  passed,  con- 
siderable progress  was  made  by  hospital  officials 
in  the  treatment  of  fatal  blood  diseases,  and  con- 
siderable progress  was  made  in  the  treatment  of 
pneumonia,  a  dread  disease,  the  fatality  of  which 
is  being  constantly  reduced  by  hospital  authorities. 

In  this  wonderful  group  of  buildings  which 
comprise  our  City  Hospital,  life  goes  out;  life  is 
preserved;  and  new  life  comes  into  the  world. 
Individuals  enter  its  gates  broken  in  body  and 
spirit,  and  come  out  through  its  gates  whole  in 
body,  and  with  a  new  attitude  toward  life.  What- 
ever we  spend  within  our  limits  for  hospital  re- 
quirements is  money  that  brings  a  far  greater 
return  than  we  can  ever  hope  to  estimate.  Our 
hospital  is  a  great  institution.  We  must  keep  it 
great. 

Housing. 

The  Boston  Housing  Authority  has  embarked  on 
a  program  of  construction  of  nine  housing  units 
in  various  sections  of  our  city,  the  total  cost  of 
which  will  be  approximately  thirty-two  millions 
of  dollars,  of  which  amount,  during  the  next  two 
years,  fourteen  million  dollars  will  be  spent  directly 
for  wages  with  the  resultant  stimulus  to  local 
business. 

It  is  beyond  controversy  that  today,  in  our 
city,  there  are  areas  in  which  are  many  buildings 
so  outmoded  and  obsolete,  and  in  such  a  state  of 
dilapidation,  that  they  are  no  longer  fit  for  habi- 
tation —  no  matter  how  low  is  set  the  standard 
of  decent  living.  Private  capital  has  not  indi- 
cated any  willingness  or  ability  to  meet  this 
challenge  of  the  forces  of  decay,  disease  and  dis- 
order. That  these  areas  are  the  breeding  places 
of  disease,  crime  and  juvenile  delinquency  is 
proven  by  a  multitude  of  assembled  statistics. 

Like  every  other  great  social  experiment,  public 
housing  has  its  bitter  enemies.  On  the  basic 
question  of  public  participation  in  housing  de- 
velopment, there  are  strong  arguments  on  both 
sides.  In  my  opinion,  however,  the  arguments 
which  can  be  advanced  in  favor  of  public  partici- 
pation, the  arguments  which  induced  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  to  give  its  approval,  are 
superior  to  the  arguments  of  the  opposition. 

The  age  of  our  city;  the  economic  standing  of 
thousands  of  our  inhabitants;  and  the  need  for 
decent  living  quarters  at  low  cost,  are  additional 
reasons  why  we  should  look  favorably  upon  any 
program  from  which  will  flow  multiple  benefits 
impossible  of  measurement. 

I  shall  be,  indeed,  keenly  disappointed  if  the 
housing  projects  in  process  of  construction,  and 
contemplated,  do  not  encourage  a  revival  of  pri- 
vate building,  for,  after  all,  private  building  is  one 
of  the  most  vital  stones  in  the  arch  of  economic 
stability. 

It  is  my  hope  and  expectancy  that  the  Housing 
Authority  will  use  every  expedient  to  reduce  costs 
of  construction  so  that  rental  charges  may  be  set 
at  the  very  minimum;  and  it  is  also  my  hope  and 
expectancy  that  the  selection  of  tenants  for  the 
various  housing  projects  will  be  made  with  extreme 
care,  with  no  favoritism  shown  whatsoever,  and 
with  the  purpose  of  accommodating  only  those 
persons  in  the  greatest  need. 

Survey  Committee. 

The  Municipal  Survey  Committee  was  organ- 
ized by  me  for  the  main  purposes  of  assisting 
departments  in  effecting  sound  economies;  in- 
creasing revenues  and  income  of  the  city  wherever 
possible;  installation  of  up-to-date  business 
methods  in  departments;  and  avoidance  of  dupli- 
cate effort  and  work  in  various  departments. 

In  my  opinion,  the  Survey  Committee  has 
amply  justified  its  existence,  and  by  the  results  it 
has  accomplished  has  given  proof  of  the  need  for 
such  a  group  to  work  under  the  direction  of  the 
chief  executive. 

The  work  of  the  committee  has  been  diversified, 
so  much  so,  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  grant 
the  space  which  would  adequately  sum  up  its 
accomplishments.     However,   I  believe  we  should 
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mention  just  a  few  of  the  activities  of  the  com- 
mittee, with  a  brief  rfaumfi  of  the  results  achieved. 
After  considerable  study,  the  committee  made 
recommendations  for  changes  in  the  procedure  of 
the  Collecting  and  Assessing  Departments,  which 
were  adopted  and  which  have  increased  their 
operating  efficiency. 

In  the  Water  Income  Division  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  practically  an  entire  new  sys- 
tem was  evolved  by  the  committee  and  that  division 
is  now  operating  on  a  business  basis.  The  results 
of  these  changes  speak  for  themselves.  In  the  four 
years  prior  to  1938  that  division  operated  at  a 
deficit  of  over  four  hundred  thousand  dollars.  In 
1938  there  was  not  only  no  deficit,  but  there  was  a 
surplus  in  excess  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars 
and  this  gain  has  not  only  been  held  but  improved 
for  1939.  The  work  of  the  Survey  Committee  iiv 
this  department  alone  more  than  justifies  its 
existence. 

The  studies  made  by  the  committee  in  the  Hos- 
pital Department  have  resulted  in  increasing  the 
general  revenues  of  the  hospital  by  over  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars  annually;  have  resulted  in  a 
saving  of  over  five  thousand  dollars  in  two  years  for 
telephone  charges;  and  have  resulted  in  a  saving 
of  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  in 
food  charges,  with  no  loss  in  quantity  or  quality 
of  food,  and  with  less  complaints. 

In  the  various  other  institutions  of  the  city, 
marked  decreased  food  costs  have  resulted  from  the 
activities  of  the  Survey  Committee. 

The  studies  made  by  the  committee  of  telephone 
service  in  all  city  departments  have  resulted^  and 
will  result  in  the  saving  of  thousands  of  dollars  each 
year. 

At  the  present  time  the  Survey  Committee,  act- 
ing in  conjunction  with  the  Advisory  Committee  of 
Certified  Public  Accountants,  is  conducting  a  study 
of  office  procedure  in  all  departments  producing 
revenue.  This  study,  unquestionably,  will  result 
in  substantial  increases  in  the  city's  revenues. 

The  work  of  this  committee  conflicts  in  no  way 
with  the  duties  of  department  officials.  In  every 
corporation  similar  in  size  to  the  corporation  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  improvements  in  methods  and  pro- 
cedure are  constantly  being  made.  Competition 
demands  that  business  corporations  operate  at  the 
greatest  efficiency  and  least  cost.  Unfortunately, 
in  public  corporations,  everybody's  business  is 
likely  to  be  nobody's  business.  Archaic  methods 
of  pr6cedure  are  followed  merely  because  it  is  the 
customary  and  time-worn  way  of  operating.  There 
is  no  good  reason  why  the  maximum  efficiency 
possible  should  not  be  reached  by  a  public  cor- 
poration. The  taxpayers  are  entitled  to  have 
their  business  run  economically  and  efficiently. 

The  Survey  Committee  has  been  of  incalculable 
aid  to  me.  It  has  made  studies  and  recommenda- 
tions on  matters  to  which,  because  of  the  lack  of 
time,  no  chief  executive  can  give  adequate  attention. 
It  occupies  a  place  in  our  city  government  which, 
in  my  opinion,  should  be  permanent  in  character. 
The,  individuals  composing  the  Survey  Committee, 
and  all  those  who  have  cooperated  with  them,  are 
sincerely  desirous  of  improving  our  city  govern- 
ment. I  believe  they  have  done  so.  I  believe  the 
accomplishments  of  the  committee  deserve  the 
commendaton  of  the  entire  body  politic  of  our  city. 

Conventions. 

During  the  year  just  passed  our  city  put  on  its 
best  dress  on  numerous  occasions  for  the  benefit 
of  convention  groups.  The  national  convention  of 
the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  was,  of  course,  the 
largest  of  all  our  conventions,  and  one  that  we  shall 
not  soon  forget,  It  was,  I  am  informed,  the  finest 
convention  held  by  that  grand  body  of  men  -and 
women. 

During  the  coming  year  there  is  already  sched- 
uled for  attendance  in  our  city  close  to  one  hundred 
convention  groups.  The  largest  of  these  will  be 
the  American  Legion  convention  in  the  latter  part 
of  September  which  will  be  attended  by  approxi- 
mately one  hundred  thousand  Legionnaires  and 
delegates.  Considerable  work  was  entailed  in 
obtaining  this  convention  for  our  city,  and  to  all 
those  who  assisted  me,  I  extend  my  sincere  grati- 
tude. 

The  American  Hospital  Convention  will  also  be 
held  here  during  September,  with  four  thousand 
delegates  in  attendance.  Time  does  not  permit  a 
description  of  all  groups  to  convene  here  during  the 
year;  it  suffices  to  say  that  they  will  represent 


almost   every  business   and   every  profession.     It 
will  be  our  best  convention  year  since  1930. 

Boston  is  an  ideal  convention  city.  There  is  no 
reason  why  we  should  not  be  the  best  con\ention 
city  in  the  country,  and  we  all  should  be  self- 
appointed  salesmen  in  this  endeavor.  Every  large 
convention  group  that  comes  to  our  city  adds  to 
our  prosperity.  Convention  business  is  today 
competitive  business.  We  are  getting  our  share. 
We  should  get  more.  We  have  the  natural  attrac- 
tions and  advantages  which  make  Boston  a  de- 
sirable place  to  visit.  The  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  other  interested  groups  are  doing  a  remarkably 
good  job  in  attracting  this  kind  of  business  to  our 
city.  The  losses  we  have  sustained  in  industry 
and  commerce,  we  can  partially  offset  by  obtaining 
an  ever-increasing  amount  of  conventions.  I  have 
spent  considerable  time  in  this  pursuit.  In  my 
opinion,  it  is  time  and  energy  well  spent.  New 
England  should  be  the  vacation  and  resort  paradise 
of  America,  and  Boston  should  be  the  focal  point 
within  that  paradise. 

Finance  Commission. 

For  the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  praise  the  Finance 
Commission  might  be  termed  a  sign  of  fear  or  weak- 
ness, or  might  be  said  to  be  the  process  of  scratching 
the  tiger's  back. 

However,  when  I  praise  the  Finance  Commission, 
I  do  so  sincerely,  and  with  an  appreciation  of  the 
cooperative  attitude  that  body  has  exhibited 
towards  me  and  this  administration.  On  numer- 
ous occasions  the  commission  has  made  suggestions 
which  have  resulted  in  better  and  more  economical 
procedure.  The  suggestions  and  recommendations 
of  the  commission  will  continue  to  be  received  in 
the  spirit  in  which  they  are  forwarded.  The  prob- 
lems of  the  City  of  Boston  are  too  numerous,  some 
of  them  too  acute,  and  all  of  them  of  such  vital 
significance  to  our  citizens,  for  any  display  of  tem- 
perament or  political  consciousness  between  the 
city  administration  and  the  Finance  Commission. 
I  trust  that  during  the  two  years  to  come  our 
relations  will  continue  to  be  cordial,  realizing  full 
well  that  the  commission  and  this  administration 
are  both  striving  for  the  same  thing — better 
municipal  administration. 

Various  Departmental  Activities. 
Building  Department. 
The  expert  knowledge  and  prompt  action  of 
the  Building  Commissioner  of  our  city  prevented 
the  abandonment  of  construction  plans  for  the 
New  England  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Building. 
In  view'of  the  fact  that  this  is  one  of  the  few  large 
private  buildings  erected  in  recent  years,  I  believe 
this  action  of  the  Building  Commissioner,  as  well 
as  his  initiative  in  other  directions,  to  be  worthy 
of  special  notice  in  this  message. 

Institutions  Department.  -■ 
During  the  year  the  cfty  was  ordered  to  vacate 
two  buildings  owned  by  the  Federal  Government 
and  used  by  the  city  at  Long  Island  as  men's 
dormitories.  The  reason  for  this  forced  evacua- 
tion is  that  these  buildings  are  on  government- 
owned  land  which  the  government  now  desires 
to  occupy  for  its  own  uses.  The  vacating  of 
these  buildings  will  require  the  construction  of  a 
new  dormitory  building  by  the  city  at  a  cost  of 
about  $250,000,  most  of  which  will  be  obtained 
through  balances  in  unexpended  loans,  and  some 
of  which  will  be  obtained  from  taxes.  No  loan 
issue  is  proposed.  The  new  dormitory  when 
built  will  accommodate  about  four  hundred  and 
fifty  patients  and  thirty  employees.  Small  com- 
partments, two  individuals  in  each  unit,  will  be 
constructed  so  that  patients  occupying  this  new 
building  will  have  the  benefit  of  some  privacy. 
The  expense  for  this  new  building  is  an  example, 
of  an  unexpected  charge  which  cannot  be  avoided. 

Park  Department. 

Cooperation  with  W.  P.  A.  permitted  the 
Park  Department  to  continue  its  improvements 
of  the  parkways  and  playgrounds  in  our  city. 
The  entire  park  system  is  in  excellent  condition. 
A  wading  pool  for  children  was  constructed  at 
Harrison  avenue  and  Plympton  street  in  the  South 
End.  More  of  these  wading  pools  should  be 
built  as  our  means  permit. 

The  Park  Department  sports  program  is  con- 
stantly expanding.  The  baseball  league  under 
Park  Department  guidance  is  the  largest  in  the 
world.     The    football    league    attracts    thousands 
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each  Sunday  to  its  games.  I  know  of  no  better 
outlets  for  the  youth  of  our  city  than  the  sports 
programs  of  the  Park  Department.  By  provid- 
ing opportunity  for  thousands  of  boys  and  young 
men  to  participate  in  the  kind  of  sport  which 
appeals  to  them,  we  are  building  up  strong  and 
healthy  bodies  for  the  citizens  of  tomorrow. 
Our  Park  Department  is  doing  magnificent  work 
at  comparatively  little  expense  to  our  taxpayers. 

Public  Works  Department. 

The  accomplishments  of  this  department  in 
sidewalk,  street  and  sewer  construction  have  been 
discussed  under  the  heading  of  W.  P.  A.  The 
department  is  constantly  constructing  new  center 
divisional  safety  islands  for  the  protection  of 
pedestrians  and  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the 
accident  toll  of  motorists.  This  work  will  be 
continued  until  similar  islands  are  constructed 
in  all  precarious  locations.  Similar  to  this  work  is 
the  program  of  installation  of  high  curbs  on  all  dan- 
gerous bridges  in  the  city.  Many  fatalities  would 
have  occurred  except  for  these  installations.  This 
work   will  also  be  continued. 

During  the  year  the  department  installed  a  new 
forty-eight-inch  water  main  from  the  intersection 
of  Huntington  avenue  and  the  Jamaieaway  to  the 
intersection  of  Longwood  avenue  and  Parker  street, 
a  distance  of  about  one  mile.  This  new  main  re- 
places a  main  laid  in  1848,  almost  a  century  ago. 
During  1940  the  main  will  be  extended  as  far  as 
Castle  square.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  for 
this  project  the  Federal  Government  is  paying  the 
entire  cost  of  the  pipe,  which  is  approximately 
fifteen  dollars  per  foot. 

In  the  Sanitary  Division,  for  the  first  time,  the 
collection  of  refuse  and  garbage  in  the  Charlestown 
district  was  performed  by  contract  labor.  The  Elm 
Hill  district  will  be  under  contract  for  the  first  time 
during  the  present  year.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
cost  is  about  one  half  of  what  it  cost  the  city  to 
make    the   same    collections. 

The  activities  of  the  Public  Works  Department 
are  too  numerous  to  discuss  further  in  this  message. 
Sufficient  is  it  for  me  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion, 
this  department  is  well  organized,  efficiently  ad- 
ministered and  economically  operated.  It  is  giving 
praiseworthy  service  to  the  citizens  of  Boston. 

Public  Buildings  Department. 

The  chief  activity  of  this  department  during  the 
year  was  construction  repairs  to  various  public 
buildings  throughout  the  city,  and  especially  the 
repairs,  under  W.  P.  A.  auspices,  to  the  City  Hall. 
Under  a  W.  P.  A.  project,  the  danger  cf  collapse 
of  several  floors  in  this  old  building  has  been 
removed.  This  old  building  from  the  second 
floor  up  has  been  more  or  less  transformed.  Your 
Chamber  and  my  own  offices  have  been  im- 
proved; additional  floor  space  has  been  provided; 
and  this  old  building  has  been  put  in  good  condition 
again,  to  last  for  many  more  years.  The  total  cost 
to  our  city  for  these  improvements  was  approxi- 
mately $23,000.  The  work  gave  employment  to 
two  hundred  men  for  a  period  of  six  months.  The 
renovation  of  this  building  is  an  example  of  what 
can  be  done  with  W.  P.  A.  assistance  both  in  con- 
struction repairs  and  in  saving  of  tremendous 
amounts  of  money.  A  new  City  Hall  is  very 
desirable.  Naturally,  I  would  like  to  leave  a 
grand  new  building  behind  me  when  my  term  as 
Mayor  is  finished,  but,  under  present  conditions, 
it  is  wiser  for  us  to  recondition  where  we  can 
rather  than  pile  up  debt  beyond  our  capacity  to 
meet. 

Conclusion. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  repeat  my  conviction  that 
our  city  is  in  a  more  secure  financial  condition  than 
it  has  been  in  recent  years.  The  main  problems 
of  the  city — shrinking  real  estate  valuations,  in- 
creasing relief  expenditures,  and  high  annual 
charges  over  which  we  have  no  control — remain 
practically  unchanged.  Despite,  however,  these 
obstacles  to  progress,  I  believe  we  have  advanced 
along  the  road  to  stability  far  enough  to  justify 
the  faith  that  is  now  reposed  in  your  city  govern- 
ment. 

The  net  funded  debt  of  the  city  at  the  close  of 
1939  is  in  excess  of  $1,000,000  below  the  December 
31,  1938,  figure  of  $132,990,717.41.  Gross  debt  is 
$3,000,000  below  last  year's  figures.  Tax  title 
debt  is  reduced  at  least  $1,000,000  from  the  Decem- 
ber 31,  1938,  total  of  $8,863,000.  Temporary 
loans  carried  over  into  the  new  year  are,  roughly, 
$1,500,000  less  than  in  1938.     With  reductions  on 


all  fronts  the  debt  position  of  the  city  at  the  close 
of  the  current  year  is  greatly  improved  over  the 
position  one  year  ago. 

There  is  a  crying  need  for  new  revenue  for  local 
government  to  meet  the  terrific  social  burdens 
imposed  upon  us.  Of  all  the  large  cities  in  the 
country,  Boston  stands  almost  alone  in  its  lack  of 
access  to  special  sources  of  income,  and  we  have 
almost  reached  our  limit  in  expanding  the  limited 
sources  of  revenue  available  to  us,  and  in  improving 
collection  of  taxes.  New  York,  Chicago,  Phila- 
delphia, Los  Angeles,  Detroit,  Cleveland  and  St. 
Louis,  all  have  revenues  which  are  not  available 
to  Boston,  and  in  every  instance  these  revenues 
have  been  provided  since  the  start  of  the  de- 
pression. In  some  of  these  cities,  the  state 
government  even  carries  the  entire  relief  load. 

In  my  opinion,  our  Commonwealth  cannot  con- 
tinue with  its  present  tax  structure,  and  yet  meet 
and  expect  its  subdivisions  to  meet  the  vast  and 
growing  costs  of  social  changes  and  adjustments. 
These  changes,  reflecting  in  legislative  policy  the 
demands  of  our  citizens,  under  the  present  system 
of  taxation  fall  with  overwhelming  weight  upon  a 
limited  class  of  local  taxpayers,  a  situation  recog- 
nized by  the  Legislature  only  to  the  extent  of 
permitting  so-called  emergency  borrowings  from 
year  to  year  to  meet  the  current  welfare  load. 
Our  City  of  Boston,  in  common  with  others,  is 
today  obliged  to  resort  to  this  legislative  sanction, 
and  to  borrow  to  meet  some  of  its  current  expenses, 
rather  than  to  grasp  the  other  horn  of  the  dilemma 
and  to  increase  the  tax  rate  to  so  high  a  figure  that 
we  would  unquestionably  run  into  the  law  of 
diminishing  returns. 

Our  city  may  be  termed  a  small  large  city.  Wo 
are  an  old  city.  Few  areas  are  left  for  further 
development.  For  several  decades  our  population 
has  been  almost  static.  And  from  time  to  time  we 
lose  to  other  communities  ambitious  young  men 
who  leave  our  borders  to  make  their  homes  else- 
where. A  metropolitan  Boston  would  bring  the 
strength  to  all  its  parts  that  comes  from  unity, 
but  that  is  a  vision  which  destroys  itself  when  it 
runs  against  the  hard  practicalities  of  local  tradi- 
tion and  local  politics. 

Our  city  will  be  a  greater  city  in  the  years  to 
come  than  it  is  todav.  In  the  meantime,  we  must 
strive  with  all  our  might  to  preserve  the  best 
within  our  city  for  the  generations  to  come. 

This  administration  is  doing  the  best  it  can 
with  the  tools  at  hand.  We  have  not  played 
politics  with  human  misery;  we  have  not  played 
politics  at  the  expense  of  those  who  will  come 
after  us;  we  have  not  played  politics  to  perpetuate 
our  own  political  fortunes.  We  have  done  our 
best  for  the  past  two  years.  The  people  who 
have  honored  us  with  election  expect  no  let-down. 
I  do  not  propose  to  disappoint  them.  We  will 
continue  on  the  same  course  for  the  next  two 
years. 

1  do  not  wish  to  close  on  any  note  of  pessimism. 
On  the  contrary,  I  have  high  hopes  for  the  future. 
The  prospects  for  this  country  of  ours  are  limitless. 
There  have  always  been  prophets  of  gloom  and  dis- 
aster in  every  similar  period  of  our  country's  his- 
tory and  they  have  always  been  confounded. 
The  pioneer  spirit  is  still  alive  in  our  community 
and  we  stand  ready  to  march  forward  in  step 
with  the  rest  of  the  nation  once  our  vast  resources 
in  men  and  materials  are  again  released.  Even 
now  there  are  signs  oi  a  business  upturn.  New 
industries  have  come  to  Massachusetts  and  we 
are  beginning  to  get  our  share.  Our  own  great 
natural  asset,  the  Port  of  Boston,  will  benefit  not 
only  temporarily  from  war  conditions,  but  per- 
manently from  the  removal  of  arbitrary  discrimi- 
nations which,  little  by  little,  are  being  eliminated 
by  the  constant  efforts  of  the  Port  Authority. 
The  Airport  has  been  improved  and  zoned  to 
meet  the  most  exacting  requirements  of  present 
and  future  air  flight  and  we  should  soon  be  able 
to  capitalize  on  this  asset,  both  in  its  use  as  a 
transportation  facility  and  in  the  allied  industries 
which  we  have  reason  to  expect  will  grow  up 
around  it.  With  confidence  in  the  future  and 
with  resolute  purpose  to  place  our  city  in  position 
to  make  the  most  of  it,  I  look  forward  to  the  New 
Year  as  one  of  great  promise. 

To  the  School  Committee  members  present  here 
today  for  the  first  time  —  let  me  congratulate  you 
and  let  me  hope  that  the  same  cooperation  you 
have  given  me  in  the  past  will  continue. 
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To  the  members  of  the  City  Council — my 
Board  of  Directors — let  me  say  we  must  live  and 
work  together  for  the  next  two  years.  The  prob- 
lems of  the  city  are  as  much  yours  as  mine.  You 
are  essentially  representatives  of  the  whole  people 
of  the  city  and  not  of  any  particular  ward  or 
section.  If  we  work  unselfishly  together,  as  I 
have  every  reason  to  believe  we  will,  I  am  sure 
the  results  of  our  efforts  will  mean  a  better  Boston 
for  all.     (Applause.) 

The  Mayor  began  at  10.38  a.  m.  and  concluded 
at  11.30  a.  m. 


Chairman  SHATTUCK  rapped  for  the  audience 
to  rise  while  the  Mayor  and  suite  retired. 

Chairman  SHATTUCK— The  purpose  for 
which  the  meeting  was  called  having  been  accom- 
plished, the  Chair  declares  the  meeting  dissolved. 
For  the  information  of  the  members,  I  might  state 
that  the  first  meeting  for  transaction  of  busi- 
ness will  be  held  tomorrow,  Tuesday,  at  two 
o'clock  p.  m. 

Adjourned  at  11.40  a.  m.,  to  meet  on  Tuesday, 
January  2,  1940,  at  two  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Tuesday,  January  2,  1940. 

Meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  p.  m.,  Coun.  SHAT- 
TUCK,  senior  member,  presiding.  Absent,  Coun. 
Englert  and  Taylor. 

Chairman  SHATTUCK— The  time  for  the 
meeting  having  arrived,  the  Council  will  be  in 
order.  The  clerk  will  call  the  roll  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  presence  of  a  quorum. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll,  and  all  the  members 
were  present,  with  the  exception  of  Coun.  Englert 
and  Taylor. 

The  clerk  read  the  call  for  the  meeting,  as  follows: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  1,  1940. 
To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — You  are  requested  to  assemble 
in  the  City  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  on 
Tuesday,  January  2,  1940,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m., 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  and  to  take  action 
,  on  such  matters  of  city  business  as  may  be  pre- 
sented to  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  HAROLD  F.  KELLOGG. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  2,  1940. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Under  the  provisions  of  section 
26M  of  the  Housing  Authority  Law  of  the  Com- 
monwealth (as  inserted  in  chapter  121  of  the 
General  Laws  and  as  amended  by  section  1  of 
chapter  484  of  the  Acts  of  1938),  I  hereby  appoint 
Harold  Field  Kellogg,  of  232  Commonwealth 
avenue,  Boston,  present  member  of  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority,  whose  term  expires  on  Janu- 
ary 8,  1940,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  for  the  term  expiring  January  8,   1945. 

I  recommend  the  confirmation  and  approval 
of  this  appointment  by  your  Honorable  Body  in  the 
form  of  order  submitted  herewith. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  appointment  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  of  Harold  Field  Kellogg  to  be  a  member 
of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  for  the  term 
expiring  January  8,  1945,  be,  and  the  same  hereby 
is,  confirmed  and  approved. 

Laid  over  for  one  week  under  the  law. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  CONSTABLE. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following: 

Constable  for  term  of  one  year,  beginning  with 
first  day  of  May,  1939,  without  power  to  serve 
civil  process  and  to  serve  without  bond:  Edward  A. 
Burke,  68  Leonard  street,  Ward  15,  vice  Harry  W. 
McNamara,  resigned. 

Laid  over  for  one  week  under  the  law. 


LOAN  IN  ANTICIPATION  OF  REVENUE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  3,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  City  Auditor.  In 
accordance  with  the  recommendation  contained 
therein,  I  submit  an  order  providing  for  the 
issuance,  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  receipts 
of  the  year  1940,  of  temporary  notes  in  an  amount 


not  to  exceed  forty  million  dollars   ($40,000,000). 
I     respectfully     recommend      consideration     and 
adoption  of  this  order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  j.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Auditing  Department,  January  2,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — It  is  customary  to  submit  to  the  City 
Council  at  its  first  meeting  in  the  New  Year  an 
order  authorizing  the  issuance  as  needed  during 
the  year  of  temporary  loans  in  anticipation  of 
revenue  receipts.  Last  year  the  Council  authorized 
a  maximum  borrowing  power  of  forty-five  million 
dollars  (.$45,000,000).  During  the  year,  thirty- 
four  million,  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
($34,500,000)  was  issued  and,  in  view  of  this  fact, 
I  respectfully  recommend  that  an  order  in  the 
amount  of  forty  million  dollars  ($40,000,000)  be 
submitted  to  the  City  Council  for  consideration 
and  adoption  in  the  current  year. 

Respectfully, 

Charles  J.  Fox, 
City  Auditor. 

Ordered,  That  to  provide  temporarily  money 
to  meet  the  appropriations  for  the  financial  year 
1940,  the  City  Treasurer  be,  and  hereby  is,  au- 
thorized to  issue  and  sell,  at  such  times  and  in 
such  amounts  as  he  may  deem  best,  notes  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston 
not  exceeding  $40,000,000  in  the  total  in  antici- 
pation of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year;  that 
all  such  notes  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  be 
dated  the  day  the  money  for  the  same  is  received, 
be  made  payable  with  the  interest  thereon  within 
one  year  of  their  date  and  bear  interest  from  their 
date  until  the  same  are  made  payable  at  such  rate 
as  the  City  Treasurer  and  the  Mayor  may  deter- 
mine. The  said  City  Treasurer  is  hereby  further 
authorized  to  renew  or  refund  any  such  notes 
issued  for  a  shorter  period  than  one  year,  under 
the  provisions  of  section  17  of  chapter  44  of  the 
General  Laws. 

Chairman  SHATTUCK— The  Chair  would  state 
that  this  is  the  usual  order,  which  is  necessary  in 
order  to  permit  the  city  to  obtain  money  to  function 
until  the  taxes  are  assessed  and  paid.  Unless 
objection  is  made,  the  question  will  come  on 
giving  the  order  its  first  reading  and  passage, 
and  the  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  order  was  given  its  first  reading  and  passage, 
yeas  20,  naysO. 

The  order  will  take  its  second  reading  and 
passage  at  the  next  meeting. 


MOSQUITO   CONTROL  WORK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  2,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  State  Reclamation  Board  has 
notified  the  city  that,  acting  under  the  provisions 
of  section  4  of  chapter  112  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  it 
has  estimated  and  certified  that  $300  is  the  sum 
of  money  necessary  to  properly  maintain  during 
the  ensuing  year  the  Mosquito  Control  Works  con- 
structed by  the  City  of  Boston  under  the  said  act. 
In  order  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  this 
amount  by  the  city,  I  submit  the  attached  order 
and  respectfully  recommend  its  adoption  by  your 
Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
State  Reclamation  Board, 
136  State  House,  Boston, 

December  14,  1939. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mayor, — Under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
112  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  an  act  relative  to  carry- 
ing out  mosquito  control  measures,  the  State 
Reclamation  Board  is  required  by  section  4  to 
certify  the  amounts  to  be  raised  and  appropriated 
by  each  city  and  town  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
mosquito  control  works  constructed  in  each  city 
or  town.     This  section  is  as  follows: 

"On  or  before  December  fifteenth  in  each  year, 
the  sums  of  money  necessary  to  properly  main- 
tain during  the  ensuing  year  the  mosquito  control 
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works  originally  constructed  in  any  city  or  town 
hereunder  shall  be  estimated  by  said  board  and 
certified  by  it  to  such  city  or  town.  The  amounts 
so  certified  shall  be  raised  and  appropriated  by 
such  city  or  town  during  said  ensuing  year  and 
shall  be  paid  into  the  state  treasury  and  disbursed 
therefrom  on  warrants  drawn  by  said  board." 

As  directed  by  section  4  of  chapter  112  of  the 
Acts  of  1931,  the  State  Reclamation  Board  has 
made  estimates  of  the  necessary  maintenance, 
and  hereby  certifies  that  .$300  is  the  sum  of  money 
necessary  to  properly  maintain  during  the  ensuing 
year  the  mosquito  control  works  constructed  in 
the  City  of  Boston  under  the  said  act. 

The  Board  calls  attention  to  the  provisions  in 
the  latter  part  of  said  section  4  relative  to  paying 
the  said  amount  into  the  state  treasury  and  urges 
that  this  be  done  as  soon  as  possible  after  your 
appropriation  is  made. 

Very  truly  yours, 
State  Reclamation  Board, 

Geobge  R.  Sthatton, 

Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $300  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining 
during  the  ensuing  year  the  Mosquito  Control 
Works  as  estimated  and  certified  to  by  the  State 
Reclamation  Board,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  112  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   WILLIAM   LEE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners of  School  Buildings  of  appointment  of 
William  Lee  of  Boston  as  member  of  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  School  Buildings  for  three-year 
period  ending  December  1,  1942. 

Placed  on  file. 


FINANCE    COMMISSION   REPORT    ON 
BUDGET   PROCEDURE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  December  27,  1939. 
To    the    Special   Commission     to     Study     Boston 
Budget  and  Appropriating  Procedure. 

Gentlemen, — The  Finance  Commission  has  been 
pleased  to  accept  the  invitation  extended  by  the 
chairman  of  your  committee  to  participate  in  dis- 
cussion with  you  of  matters  relating  to  the  budget 
of  the  City  of  Boston.  The  commission  is  mindful 
of  the  fact  that  several  members  of  your  com- 
mittee are  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  practices 
in  budget  making  for  the  city  in  the  past  several 
years.  Nevertheless,  in  this  brief  which  is  sub- 
mitted, the  commission  believes  it  is  desirable  to 
include  a  review  of  those  practices. 

It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  state  that  the 
Finance  Commission  has  been  interested  in  the 
budget  situation  in  the  whole  thirty  years  of  its 
existence  and  has  made  many  reports  relating 
thereto.  It  might  fairly  be  said  that  the  adoption 
of  the  segregation  idea  in  the  budget  in  Boston 
was  brought  about  by  the  insistence  of  the  Finance 
Commission.  In  the  years  which  have  followed 
the  adoption  of  that  plan,  the  commission  has 
continuously  observed  developments  within  it. 

At  the  present  time  the  commission  believes 
there  is  room  for  further  improvement  and  yet 
believes  it  is  proper  to  record  before  you  its  opinion 
that  great  progress  has  been  made  by  city  officials 
of  the  past  and  present  in  the  molding  of  a  budget 
which  eventually,  it  is  hoped,  will  reach  the  scien- 
tific ideal  without  sacrifice  of  necessary  practical 
considerations. 

The  most  important  of  many  duties  imposed  by 
the  Commonwealth  upon  the  city  government 
of  Boston  is  the  task  of  determining  the  amount 
which  the  city  should  spend  for  the  administration 
of  municipal  government  in  Boston.  The  impor- 
tance of  this  duty  may  be  appreciated  when  it  is 
realized  that  in  the  adoption  of  the  various  appro- 
priation orders  the  Mayor  and  Council,  in  effect, 
establish  and  limit  the  service  which  the  munic- 
ipality will  provide  for  its  people. 

The  consequence  of  this  determination  touches 
every  resident  of  the  city  and  everyone  transacting 
business  or  dependent  upon  the  transaction  of 
business  in  the  city.     It  is  important,  therefore,  at 


the  outset  to  understand  what  the  so-called  Boston 
budget  really  is  and  the  limitations  and  restrictions 
which  circumscribe  city  officials  in  preparing  it. 

Among  many,  hereabouts,  who  are  interested  in 
appropriations  for  and  financing  of  public  service 
the  term  "budget"  has  come  to  be  applied  to  all 
orders  which  authorize  expenditures  for  mainte- 
nance of  any  large  number  of  branches  of  govern- 
ment. To  the  scientific  in  budget  making, 
however,  "a  budget"  is  a  much  more  compre- 
hensive thing.  It  embodies  a  complete  program 
of  raising  revenue  and  of  appropriation  of  revenue 
for  a  given  period.  On  the  revenue  side  appears 
indication  of  all  sources  of  funds  available  for 
expenditure.  On  the  other  side  appears  all  items 
of  proposed  expenditure. 

It  often  happens  that  the  total  appropriation  for 
expenditure  for  public  service  in  Boston  in  a  year 
will  be  divided  into  several  authorizations,  some 
of  which  will  be  proposed  months  after  the  first 
of  them  are  adopted.  It  has  never  been  customary 
in  Boston  to  consider  the  authorizations  to  be 
financed  by  direct  taxation  and  the  authorizations 
to  be  financed  by  the  issues  of  bonds  at  the  same 
time. 

Until  recently  an  appropriation  by  loan  might 
be  made  at  any  time  in  the  year.  A  statute 
adopted  within  a  few  years  now  requires  that  a 
percentage  of  an  appropriation  by  loan  must  be 
taken  from  the  current  year's  taxes.  This  fixes 
the  time  limit  for  loan  consideration  as  the  date  of 
the  determination  of  the  tax  rate.  The  time  for 
appropriation  from  taxes  always  closed  when  the 
tax  rate  was  determined. 

It  has  not  yet  become  the  practice  in  Boston 
to  attempt  to  make  up  a  grouping  of  all  the  appro- 
priations by  loan  into  one  act,  nor  has  it  become 
the  practice  to  group  all  appropriations  directly 
from  taxes  into  one  act.  The  custom  of  the  budget 
officials  of  Boston,  therefore,  differs  widely  from 
the  ideal.  Authorization  for  expenditure  and 
determination  of  sources  of  revenue  are  scattered 
through  the  first  six  months  of  the  year. 

However,  for  convenience,  in  this  report  the 
Finance  Commission  will  refer  to  the  major  appro- 
priation order  for  regular  maintenance  as  "the 
budget,"  since  that  is  the  name  given  to  it  by 
custom. 

Municipal  officials  must  reach  their  totals  with 
a  view  to  the  ability  of  the  taxpayer  to  meet  the 
costs.  The  amount  which  may  be  assessed  upon 
the  property  of  the  taxpayers  is  not  now  restricted 
by  law,  but  it  is  limited  by  the  ability  of  the  tax- 
payer to  pay.  Excessive  taxation  defeats  its 
own  end. 

There  are.  however,  three  other  sources  from 
which  the  city  may  obtain  funds  to  meet  the  cost 
of  public  service.  A  share  may  be  borrowed  by 
the  issuance  of  notes  or  bonds  for  particular  pur- 
poses. The  amount  is  limited  by  legislative 
enactment.  Another  share  is  obtained  from  the 
earnings  or  receipts  of  the  city  departments.  The 
amount  of  this  share  fluctuates  as  the  city  is  called 
upon  to  give  service  for  which  fees  are  charged. 
The  third  share  is  the  amount  turned  over  by  the 
state  from  its  own  tax  receipts.  The  latter  are 
made  up  largely  of  the  income  tax  and  the 
gasoline  tax. 

It  is  fairly  obvious  that  an  arrangement  of  the 
services  rendered  b.y  the  City  of  Boston  to  its 
citizens  is  susceptible  of  classification  in  relation 
to  their  relative  necessity 

The  elementary  municipal  services  which  the 
public-at-large  requires  for  common  well-being 
are  well  established  They  consist  of  police 
regulation  and  fire  protection,  water  distribution, 
sewer  maintenance,  and  public  way  or  street 
facilities,  which  include  not  only  maintenance  of 
public  ways  but  the  lighting,  cleaning  and  regu- 
lation of  use  of  them.  All  of  the  people  of  the 
city  require  these  public  services. 

Services  secondary  in  importance  because  not 
strictly  necessary  to  all,  yet  of  great  importance 
to  many,  might  be  classified  as  institutional, 
welfare,  recreational,  school  and  health  facilities. 
Certain  amounts  of  each  of  these  services  are 
required  in  the  common  interest  by  acts  of  the 
Legislature. 

Supplementary  services  are  many  and  varied 
and  include  such  as  library  maintenance,  various 
services  known  as  public  works,  regulation  of 
building  construction,  traffic  regulation,  zoning, 
park  and  recreational  facilities,  etc.  To  a  large 
degree,  many  of  these  are  also  required  by  acts 
of   the   Legislature. 

Incidental  to  all  three  classes  are  the  so-called 
financial    departments     which    assess    the     cost, 
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collect  the  taxes,  and  pay  the  city  bills,  and  the 
departments  which  aid  or  supplement  the  other 
departments  in  carrying  on  their  assigned  tasks. 
The  extent  to  which  the  city  government  should 
provide  for  the  primary  group  is  that  each  must 
be  adequate  to  cover  the  requirements  of  the  whole 
people  in  the  protection  of  life,  liberty  and  property. 
Those  in  the  second  group  must  be  financed  to 
the  amount  which  is  necessary  to  carry  out  the 
established  public  policy. 

The  expense  of  the  third  group  can  be  contracted 
or  expanded  from  year  to  year  as  the  financial 
condition  of  the  city  makes  necessary  or  permits; 
and  the  limitation  of  the  fourth  group  is  whatever 
good  management  finds  necessary. 

Furthermore,  within  the  classifications  above 
described  there  is  an  endless  variety  of  items. 
It  must  not  be  assumed  that  the  department 
estimates  of  the  elementary  municipal  services  do 
not  contain  items  which  are  not  necessary,  or  that 
the  estimates  of  the  supplementary  services  do 
not  contain  items  for  expenditures  of  a  nature 
almost  as  vital  as  the  expenditures  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  law  and  order. 

To  keep  the  character  of  public  service  to  a 
standard  of  performance  which  guarantees  pro- 
tection to  life  and  property,  and  to  a  limitation 
which  will  not  endanger  the  stability  of  property 
subject  to  taxation,  is  the  task  which  constantly 
confronts  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  and,  in  school  administration, 
the  School  Committee. 

This  task  cannot  be  satisfactorily  performed 
unless  all  the  public  officers  charged  with  the 
duty  take  and  use  every  means  possible  to  acquaint 
themselves  with  information  as  to  methods  of 
administration,  as  to  the  efficiency  of  adminis- 
tration, and  as  to  the  cost  of  administration. 

There  is  no  better  means  of  acquiring  all  this 
necessary  background  than  is  furnished  in  a  study 
of  the  make-up,  in  detail,  of  a  city  budget.  Intel- 
ligent and  conscientious  application  to  the  task 
will  disclose  details  of  method,  cost,  result  and 
propriety  of  service. 

Responsibility  for  Budget  Adopted. 

Under  the  Boston  Charter  the  responsibility  of 
keeping  the  budget  to  the  figure  which  good  judg- 
ment requires,  except  for  school  administration, 
is  shared  equally  by  the  Mayor  and  the  City 
Council.  The  Mayor  only  can  initiate  an  appro- 
priation, and  the  function  of  the  City  Council 
is  limited  so  that  it  can  only  reduce  an  appropria- 
tion initiated  by  the  Mayor. 

To  help  the  Mayor  in  arriving  at  his  figures 
of  the  need  for  appropriation,  the  Mayor  has  been 
given  by  ordinance  a  Budget  Department.  This 
department  works  out  the  forms  of  estimate, 
collects  and  compiles  the  departmental  requests, 
and  makes  tentative  allotments  of  appropriations. 
The  department  begins  this  work  in  early  fall 
and  is  not  finished  until  the  budget  is  passed. 

The  estimates  of  the  department  heads  form  the 
basis  of  the  Budget  Commissioner's  work.  In- 
variably, when  the  budget  is  placed  before  the 
Council,  the  department  heads  have  already 
asked  for  and  tried  to  defend  a  larger  estimate 
of  the  needs  of  their  departments  than  the  Budget 
Commissioner  lias  subsequently  accepted. 

The  City  Council  having  no  facilities  of  its  own 
for  investigation  of  the  budget,  must  depend 
for  information  in  regard  to  actual  needs  on  the 
Budget  Commissioner  and  on  the  department 
heads.  As  stated  above,  the  Budget  Commis- 
sioner is  mainly  responsible  for  the  appropriation 
order  when  it  appears  before  the  City  Council 
and  is  answerable  to  the  Mayor  if  some  other 
agency  discovers  that  he  has  been  too  generous 
in  his  allowance.  It  is  fair  to  assume  that  the 
Budget  Commissioner  can  have  little  information 
for  the  Council  which  would  be  of  benefit  to 'the 
Council  in  an  effort  to  reduce  the  Mayor's  allow- 
ances. Nor  are  the  department  heads  likely  to 
prove  of  any  great  assistance  to  the  City  Councilors 
in  disclosure  of  information  that  might  permit 
further  curtailment,  having  already  been  forced 
— as  stated  above — to  submit  to  curtailments  of 
demands  usually  by  the  time  the  budget  has 
reached   the    Council. 

Therefore,  since  the  Council  has  no  power  to 
increase  the  budget  as  submitted  by  the  Mayor, 
it  is  obvious  that  it  is  under  a  handicap  when  it 
attempts  to  exercise  the  one  alternative  to  blind 
acceptance  of  it  provided  by  the  Legislature,  i.  e., 
to  reduce  it. 

To  overcome  this  handicap,  the  councilors  would 
be   forced   to   spend   a   great   amount   of   time   in 


personal  investigation  of  the  detail  of  manage- 
ment of  the  various  departments  and  the  costs  of 
management. 

It  is  a  fact  which  few  will  dispute  that  the 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  City  Council  from 
year  to  year  elect  to  accept  the  figures  as  sub- 
mitted by  the  Mayor  and  Budget  Commissioner 
as  the  minimum  of  city  requirements.  Occasion- 
ally, individual  members  will  reason  that  the 
authority  given  to  the  Cbuncil  to  reduce  requires 
more  than  blind  acceptance  of  the  figures  as  they 
are  placed  before  them.  In  such  instances  con- 
scientious effort  is  made  to  obtain  all  possible 
information. 

Time  Spent  on  Budget  Study. 
Having  already  established,  therefore,  that  it  is 
necessary  to  give  a  large  amount  of  study  to  con- 
struct and  pass  upon  a  comprehensive  budget 
and  that  the  responsibility  of  determining  the  total 
is  shared  equally  by  the  Mayor  and  the  Council, 
and  —  in  the  case  of  the  school  budget  —  by  the 
School  Committee  with  a  veto  power  in  the  Mayor, 
it  is  important  to  consider  the  amount  of  time 
given  to  this  study  by  all  parties  to  the  official 
responsibility. 

The  Budget  Commissioner  begins  early  in  the 
fall  to  start  the  flow  of  budget  estimates,  Most 
of  the  small  spending  departments  submit  estimates 
promptly.  Many  of  the  large  departments  are 
compelled  to  take  more  time. 

In  many  instances  in  the  large  and  small  de- 
partments expenditures  of  the  current  year  are 
principally  the  guide  to  the  next  year's  need.  An 
additional  obstacle,  therefore,  to  early  determina- 
tion of  need  in  many  departments  is  the  fact  that 
the  amount  of  work  which  is  performed  in  one 
year  affects  the  volume  of  the  requirement  for 
the  next.  A  further  factor  is  that  the  decisions 
as  to  whether  some  substantial  expenditures  will 
be  charged  against  one  year  or  the  next  are  not 
made  until  very  late  in  the  year. 

In  recent  years  budget  allowances  for  plant 
upkeep  have  been  kept  very  low.  W.  P.  A.  ex- 
penditure to  some  extent  has  made  up  for  the 
shortage  of  municipal  appropriation,  but  W.  P.  A. 
funds  are  not  intended  to  be  used  for  regular 
maintenance.  In  some  of  these  years,  the  de- 
partment heads  have  been  faced  with  the  dilemma, 
"Shall  I  make  this  repair  or  purchase  now  which 
I  have  the  money  for,  or  shall  I  follow  the  usual 
October,  November  and  December  instructions 
from  administrative  heads  and  postpone  it  until 
next  year?"  Postponement  will  mean  an  unex- 
pended share  of  the  appropriation  which  will  at 
the  end-  serve  as  an  offset  to  inability  to  collect 
all  taxes  levied. 

As  time  has  gone  on,  there  has  been  a  steady 
piling  up  of  repair,  renewal  and  renovation  work 
and  depreciation  of  equipment  because,  first,  in 
order  to  keep  the  total  appropriations  within 
certain  bounds,  provision-  for  many  of  them  was 
not  allowed,  and  later,  in-order  to  keep  the  cash 
deficit  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  low  as  possible, 
work  intended  originally  to  be  done  and,  there- 
fore, provided  for  in  the  budget  has  been  deferred. 
Hence,  each  new  budget  has  become  a  greater 
problem.  The  number  of  urgent  items  increases 
as  at  each  year's  end  there  are  additions  to  the 
number  of  deferred  projects. 

Although  there  is  no  limit  by  statute  to  the 
amount  which  the  city  can  appropriate  for  ordinary 
maintenance,  there  is  always  the  consideration, 
as  previously  stated,  as  to  how  much  the  tax- 
payers can  pay.  When,  therefore,  governmental 
costs  which  are  beyond  City  Hall  control  appear 
to  presage  increase  in  taxation  requirements, 
curtailment  of  the  city  expenditure  becomes 
forced,  if  the  administration  heads  believe  that 
otherwise  the  burden  will  be  too  heavy  for  the 
taxpayers. 

To  determine  what  allowance  to  make,  the 
Budget  Commissioner,  therefore,  must  have  fre- 
quent conferences  with  the  Mayor  as  department 
heads  repeat  old  requests  and  suggest  new  items 
of  expenditure,  and  as  indications  from  other 
sources  point  to  larger  requirements.  In  smaller 
matters  the  Budget  Commissioner  can  establish 
policy,  but  in  the  major  instances  the  Mayor  must 
be  the  guide. 

The  Budget  Commissioner  also  needs  much 
time  to  check  departmental  estimates  of  cost  of 
-proposed  activities,  as  well  as  to  attempt  discovery 
of  better  means  and  less  cost  of  accomplishment. 
The  time  which  the  Budget  Commissioner  must 
take  to  establish  regular  maintenance  requirements, 
therefore,   runs  into  several  months.     More   time 
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elapses  when  the  Mayor  decides  it  is  important  to 
discover  before  the  budget  is  submitted  to  the 
Council  approximately  what  the  tax  rate  result 
will  be  when  any  given  amount  for  municipal 
maintenance  is  merged  with  the  other  annual 
financing  problems.  The  latter  consideration 
requires  canvass  of  state  revenues,  matching  of 
these  with  state  appropriations,  and  estimate  as  to 
Boston's  share  of  each  with  consequent  net  result. 

Total  state  revenues  are  always  dependent  on 
action  by  the  current  Legislature.  State  appro- 
priations are  usually  deferred  until  methods  and 
means  of  meeting  them  are  worked  out.  Often  it 
happens  that  it  is  only  in  the  closing  days  of  the 
legislative  session  that  means  and  methods  become 
fixed,  and  the  closing  days  are  more  often  late 
June  than  earlier.  It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  to 
await  the  determination  of  these  factors  in  order 
to  gauge  the  ultimate  requirements  of  the  city 
means  delay  in  submission  of  the  budget. 

Until  fairly  recently,  the  city  was  obliged  to 
wait  for  the  Legislature  to  act  upon  a  taxation 
limit  for  Boston  until  April,  and  sometimes  May. 
This  taxation  limit  indirectly  determined  the 
city's  spending  limit.  At  the  urging  of  city 
officials  and  some  others,  this  statutory  check  on 
city  expenditure  was  eliminated.  (The  Finance 
Commission  opposed  elimination.) 

It  was  argued  by  those  in  favor  of  elimination, 
among  other  things,  that  elimination  would  permit 
earlier  adoption  of  the  city  budget,  but  this  has  not 
followed.  It  was  argued  also  that  elimination  of 
the  necessity  of  waiting  for  the  determination  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  Boston  taxing  limit  would 
give  the  City  Council  an  opportunity,  which  the 
charter  framers  intended,  to  make  a  real  study  of 
the  budget  needs.     This  also  has  not  followed. 

Current  Practice  in  Submission  of  the  Budget. 

A  charter  provision,  srill  in  force,  requires  sub- 
mission of  the  "annual  budget  of  the  current 
expenses  of  the  city  and  county"  .... 
"within  thirty  days  of  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal 
year."  The  intention  of  this  provision  has  been 
circumvented  each  year  by  submission  of  what 
is  called  "a  dummy  budget."  This  budget  is 
never  intended  to  be  anything  more  than  mere 
compliance  with  the  letter  of  the  law.  It  is  never 
the  intended  "annual  budget  of  the  current 
expenses  of  the  city  and  county. "  Later,  and  as 
indicated  above,  often  many  months  later,  it  is 
replaced  by  an  appropriation  order  which  is  called 
"the  budget." 

For  many  years  the  city  departments  have  been 
allowed  by  statute  to  spend,  pending  the  adoption 
of  a  budget,  to  an  amount  equal  to  one  third  of  the 
previous  year's  total  appropriation.  In  instances 
where  the  normal  heavy  expenditure  of  depart- 
ments came  late  in  the  year,  this  provision  has 
permitted  some  departments  to  come  safely 
through  a  long  delay  in  budget-making  without 
danger  of  running  short  of  funds.  In  other 
instances  where  heavy  expenditure  could  not  be 
deferred  or  where  the  amount  spent  was  almost 
exclusively  for  regular  pay  roll,  it  has  often  hap- 
pened that  payless  pay  days  arrived.  Usually  it 
is  the  imminence  of  a  depleted  right  to  spend  that 
finally  produces  a  budget  before  the  Council. 

Coincidentally  with  the  filing  of  the  budget 
have  come,  sometimes  official,  and  sometimes 
unofficial,  statements  that  unless  the  budget  is 
immediately  adopted  such  and  such  a  department 
must  suspend.  If  the  amount  allowed  under  the 
statute  for  expenditure  without  a  budget  has  been 
utilized,  it  is  questionable  whether  or  not  auth- 
ority for  continued  operation  exists.  Right  to 
spend  must  exist  before  obligation  can  begin. 
As  a  result,  quick  action  by  the  Council  on  the 
offered  budget  has  been  necessary  to  avoid  shutting 
down  activities  of  some  departments. 

Usually,  therefore,  the  Council  —  though  given 
by  statute  a  duty  in  the  determination  of  the 
spending  limit  —  is  unable  to  do  more  than 
acquiesce  to  the  limit  which  the  Mayor  has  fixed. 

Summary  of  Budget  Responsibility  and  Exercise 
of  It. 
To  summarize  to  this  point,  it  has  been  shown 
that  the  making  of  a  budget  has  a  far-reaching 
effect  on  the  extent  of  the  municipal  service,  and 
on  the  amount  which  the  taxpayers  will  be  called 
upon  to  pay  for  it;  that  it  requires  a  great  amount 
of  time  and  study  to  perform  this  task  intelli- 
gently; that  the  Council  responsibility  for  setting 
a  limit  to  the  budget  is  as  great  as  is  that  of  the 
Mayor;  and  yet  that,  however  thoroughly  the 
Mayor  performs  his  part  of  the  task,  the  Council 


usually  is  not  permitted,  through  circumstances 
beyond  its  control,  to  be  more  than  an  echo  to  the 
Mayor's  work. 

Conclusions  in  Respect  to  Budget  Responsibility. 

The  obvious  conclusion  is  that  either  opportunity 
should  be  provided  by  mandate  of  the  Legislature 
to  enable  the  Council  to  exercise  the  extensive 
authority  over  the  spending  right  of  the  city  plainly 
intended  by  the  Boston  Charter,  or  the  Charter 
should  be  changed  so  that  in  letter  of  the  law  as 
well  as  in  effect  the  Mayor  alone  will  be  responsible 
for  the  spending  limit. 

The  latter  of  these  alternatives  would  mean  elimi- 
nation of  the  Council  in  the  budget-making.  This 
is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  all  legislation  now  in 
force  in  this  Commonwealth  respecting  municipal 
government,  and  in  the  majority  of  the  states  in 
the  Union  as  well. 

Although  many  believe  that  under  our  Charter 
the  Council  has  little  authority  in  administration 
of  city  affairs,  the  fact  is  that  the  Council  has  great 
authority.  The  purpose  of  section  8  of  chapter 
486  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  the  existing  City  Charter 
was  to  centralize  administrative  and  executive 
authority  in  the  Mayor.  Members  of  the  Council 
were  specifically  prohibited  by  that  section  from 
interference  in  the  employment  of  labor,  in  the 
making  of  contracts  (with  the  exception  of  partici- 
pation in  a  few  major  situations),  in  city  purchases, 

in  construction  work  of  any  kind,  etc 

"except  as  otherwise  provided  in  this  act."  The 
Charter  fixes  a  penalty  for  violation  of  these  in- 
junctions. 

Yet,  in  section  3  the  Charter  permits  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  through  the  authority  to  reject 
or  reduce  items  of  the  Mayor's  appropriation  orders 
and  to  submit  new  projects  through  the  medium  of 
loan  orders,  to  have  a  voice  in  determining  whether 
employment  shall  be  given,  purchases  made,  con- 
tracts let,  etc.,  etc.  In  the  fullest  exercise  of  this 
authority  the  members  of  the  Council,  in  effect, 
legally  participate  in  the  administration  of  city 
business.  Their  participation  only  stops  at  the 
naming  of  employees  and  firms  which  will  supply 
the  city  needs  and  obtain  the  contracts  for  con- 
struction, etc.,  etc. 

It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  under  the  present  law 
the  Council  is  given  a  great  responsibility  in  the 
administration  of  city  affairs.  It  is  of  distinct  ad- 
vantage to  the  taxpayers  when  the  councilors  per- 
form their  duty  in  the  budget-making.  In  one 
recent  year  the  Council  caused  reduction  of  more 
than  $1,000,000  from  the  Mayor's  budget;  and 
in  another  year  the  Council  caused  reduction  of 
more  than  $200,000. 

The  Finance  Commission,  therefore,  believes 
that  the  opportunity  provided  by  the  present  law 
to  permit  the  Council  to  be  a  check  upon  the  budget 
is  worth  retaining  in  the  Charter.  However,  to 
remove  all  obstacles  to  the  exercise  of  this  check  in 
an  intelligent  manner,  the  Council  should  be  as- 
sured of  sufficient  time  within  which  to  study  the 
budget. 

How  Much  Time  Should  Be  Provided  for  Budget 
Study? 

Any  discussion  of  what  to  require  in  the  matter 
of  time  for  budget  study  must  begin  with  con- 
sideration of  this  question,  "Should  the  City,  with- 
out regard  to  other  requirements,  set  up  a  program 
of  municipal  service  and  provide  for  it  by  appro- 
priation, or  should  the  City  first  establish  a  taxation 
limit  beyond  which  it  will  not  go,  await  develop- 
ments of  legislation  and  indication  of  other  financial 
requirements,  and  then  reduce  or  expand  the 
municipal  activities  accordingly?"  The  former 
course  would  be  in  accordance  with  the  accepted 
scientific  theory.  The  latter  is  the  current  govern- 
mental practice. 

Since  the  law  today  merely  fixes  the  time  within 
which  a  budget  must  be  submitted  to  the  Council 
by  the  Mayor,  and  does  not  fix  the  limits  of  the 
period  within  which  it  must  be  adopted,  and  does 
not  prohibit  withdrawal  of  that  budget  and  substi- 
tution of  another  later,  it  is  permitted  to  defer 
ultimate  adoption  to  any  date  until  declaration  of 
the  tax  rate. 

The  Finance  Commission  has  often  recommended 
that  the  appropriations  for  municipal  service  be 
adopted  earlier  in  the  year  than  has  been  the  cus- 
tom. The  service  programs  cannot  be  fixed  until 
the  amount  of  money  provided  for  each  depart- 
ment has  been  fixed. 

Many  believe  that  the  municipal  spending  pro- 
gram for  the  year  should  be  established  entirely 
apart  from  consideration  of  other  elements  in  the 
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tax  rate.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  many  who 
believe  that  the  ultimate  tax  rate  should  be  the 
first  consideration  in  determination  of  the  amount 
of  service  to  be  authorized.  It  is  fair  to  state  that 
the  average  taxpayer  is  willing  to  curtail  city  serv- 
ice, if  keeping  it  up  to  a  given  standard  will  mean 
a  higher  rate  than  otherwise  when  the  state  require- 
ments are  added.  Therefore,  it  may  be  assumed 
that  the  average  taxpayer  will  be  found  on  the  side 
of  those  who  want  to  know  how  much  they  will  be 
called  upon  to  pay  before  the  obligation  is  incurred. 

It  is  axiomatic  that  the  most  important  con- 
sideration in  this  situation  should  be  the  guarantee 
of  the  adoption  of  a  proper  budget,  not  particu- 
larly the  adoption  on  or  before  a  given  date. 

Therefore,  the  commission  believes  that  all  the 
elements  that  enter  into  the  determination  of  the 
tax  rate  should  be  approximately  within  sight  when 
the  budget  is  finally  passed.  However,  the  Mayor 
need  not  defer  presentation  of  a  budget  for  munic- 
ipal maintenance  until  all  these  elements  are  be- 
fore him. 

The  commission  is  of  opinion  that  the  Mayor 
should  be  required  by  legislation  to  submit  a 
maximum  budget  fairly  early  in  the  year.  The 
date  now  fixed — within  thirty  days  of  the  be- 
ginning of  the  fiscal  year — seems  entirely  reason- 
able, but,  as  previously  shown,  the  precept  of 
the  law  has  been  noted  and  then  circumvented. 
The  Council  should  be  given  at  least  two  months 
for  study  of  the  budget,  which  also  should  be 
fixed  by  statute.  If,  before  that  period  expires, 
it  appears  that  the  maximum  services  for  which 
appropriation  is  asked  by  the  Mayor  will  produce, 
when  added  to  other  requirements,  a  higher 
rate  than  is  desirable,  the  Council  should  have 
the  authority  contained  in  the  present  law  to 
reduce  the  Mayor's  budget.  The  Mayor  also 
should  have  the  opportunity  he  now  possesses 
to  reduce  his  own  budget  if  it  appears  advisable. 

The  net  accomplishments  by  the  adoption  of 
these  suggestions  will  be 

1.  A    maximum    budget    before    the    Council 

by  February  1. 

2.  A   guarantee   of   at   least   two   months    for 

study  by  the  Council. 

3.  The  opportunity  for  both  Mayor  and  Coun- 

cil to  reduce  the  original  budget  as  cir- 
cumstances warrant. 

4.  No   opportunity   after   February    1    to   add 

to   the   program   as   provided   for   in   the 
February  1  budget. 
I 

The  Form  of  the  Budget. 

The  form  of  the  Boston  budget  is  now  deter- 
mined by  executive  order  of  the  Mayor.  It  can 
either  be  in  the  so-called  lump  sum  form,  or,  it 
may  be  in  a  form  now  generally  known  as  the 
segregation  budget.  By  the  lump  sum  method, 
each  department  obtains  its  spending  right  in 
one  amount.  By  the  segregation  method,  the 
allowance  for  each  department  may  be  divided 
into  as  many  classifications  as  the  Mayor  desires. 
The  Council  has  no  authority  to  determine  the 
form, 

The  lump  sum  form  was  abandoned  more  than 
two  decades  ago  because  it  was  found  to  permit 
the  concealment  of  political  use  of  public  money 
until  after  the  money  was  gone.  Under  its  opera- 
tion department  heads  could  obtain  funds  for 
one  purpose  and  spend  for  entirely  different  pur- 
poses. It  was  claimed  that  mayors  hid  inten- 
tions to  load  up  the  pay  roll  with  political  favorites 
behind  estimates  for  expenditure  which  would  ap- 
pear to  have  more  justification. 

It  may  be  that  the  determination  of  the  form 
should  remain  the  prerogative  of  the  Mayor. 
So  long  as  it  is,  however,  there  is  always  the 
possibility  that  some  mayor  may  adopt  a  form 
which  will  revive  the  old  abuses. 

When  in  Boston  it  was  decided  to  adopt  the 
budget  in  segregated  form,  the  commission  which 
worked  out  the  details  stressed  the  importance 
of  control  by  appropriation.  The  commission 
had  carefully  studied  the  experience  of  New 
York  City  with  a  segregated  budget.  The  func- 
tion of  the  segregated  budget  is  to  limit  the  ex- 
penditure for  any  particular  class  of  purchase  or 
work  to  the  exact  amount  appropriated  for  it. 

The  original  New  York  form  of  segregated  bud- 
get had  proven  unwieldy  because  segregation  was 
carried  to  an  extreme.  As  an  illustration,  it 
might  almost  be  said  that  the  purchase  of  an  ordi- 
nary broom  depended  on  whether  or  not  a  specific 
appropriation  for  a  broom  had  been  made.     New 


York  substantially  modified  its  form  of  appro- 
priation to  make  it  more  practical,  yet  clung 
to  the  idea  of  appropriation  control. 

Profiting  by  this  experience,  a  wise  segregation 
was  adopted  in  Boston.  It  was  used  for  many 
years  and  proved  highly  valuable  to  the  City 
Council  and  to  the  public. 

Each  department  was  given  its  spending  right 
by  items  collected  into  eight  groups.  Each  item 
was  appropriated  by  the  Mayor  and  Council,  and 
when  the  amount  on  a  particular  item  was  used  up 
and  more  expenditure  was  forecast,  it  was  necessary 
to  have  the  Mayor  and  Council  formally  vote 
further  spending  right.  There  was  always  a 
provision  that  in  the  last  few  weeks  of  the  year, 
the  Mayor  and  auditor  could  transfer  from  one 
item  to  another  and  one  department  to  another 
without  Council  sanction.  This  method  gave  the 
councilors  substantial  control  if  they  had  time 
and  desired  to  exercise  it. 

The  form  of  appropriation  in  Boston  has  changed 
materially  from  the  original  segregated  form. 
In  the  present  year  the  Budget  Commissioner, 
with  the  Mayor's  authority,  used  a  form  by  which 
the  appropriation  is  made  for  classified  accounts 
established  under  several  groups.  It  then  becomes 
the  auditor's  duty  to  see  to  it  that  the  total  spent 
under  all  the  items  of  a  group  does  not  exceed  the 
total  appropriated  for  the  group.  The  allowances 
making  up  the  group  total  are  certified  to  the 
auditor  by  the  Budget  Commissioner.  They  are 
not  individually  ordered  by  the  Council. 

Thereafter  it  comes  within  the  discretion  of  the 
auditor  alone  to  say  whether  or  not  a  particular 
bill,  is  in  excess  of  the  amount  intended  by  the 
Budget  Commissioner  for  a  particular  item. 

In  effect,  this  method  eliminates  the  Council 
control  beyond  the  determination  of  how  much 
may  be  spent  by  groups. 

The  new  method  may  be  a  more  practical  form 
to  employ  than  was  the  original.  Certainly  it 
gives  more  flexibility  to  the  budget.  However, 
a  department  head  functioning  under  it  can  be 
held  to  the  amount  intended  by  the  Council  for  a 
particular  item  only  if  the  auditor  requires  it. 
When  department  heads  realized  that  they  had 
to  defend  before  the  Council  a  desire  to  spend,  or, 
as  often  was  the  case,  an  expenditure  already  made 
beyond  the  amount  appropriated,  it  had  a  salutary 
effect. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  strong  argument  can  be 
made  to  support  the  present  form.  The  com- 
mission calls  attention  to  the  change  here  only 
as  another  illustration  of  the  impotency  of  the 
Council  under  present  conditions  in  effective 
exercise  of  the  control  of  city  expenditure  which 
is  implied  in  the  Charter.  It  bears  on  the  question 
as  to  whether  or  not  the  Council  by  new  legislation 
should  be  given  more  control,  or  should  be  elimi- 
nated from  even  the  semblance  of  control. 

Every  loophole  for  poor  budget-making,  however, 
will  not  be  closed  so  long  as  it  is  open  to  every 
administration  to  change  the  form  of  the  budget. 
The  Finance  Commission,  therefore,  believes  that 
the  law  should  define  a  budget  and  particularly 
the  form  of  the  Boston  budget. 

The  Fiscal  Year. 

Since  January  1,  1926,  the  fiscal  year  in  Boston 
has  corresponded  with  the  calendar  year.  Al- 
though periodically  a  new  city  government  comes 
into  office  on  the  first  Monday  of  January,  the 
fiscal  year  begins  January  1  and  ends  December  31. 

Of  late  there  has  been  discussion  that  it  might 
aid  better  budget-making  to  change  the  date  of 
the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year.  Some  have 
advanced  the  idea  that  it  would  be  better  to  start 
the  fiscal  year  on  July  1.  Others  have  suggested 
December  1  to  correspond^ with  the  date  of  the 
beginning  of  the  state's  fiscal  year.  The  adoption 
of  either  of  these  ideas  would  have  some  benefit. 
However,  there  would  also  be  some  disadvantages 
to  either.  The  Finance  Commission  is  not  inclined 
to  make  extended  argument  on  this  matter.  The 
thought  uppermost  in  the  minds  of  the  members  is 
that  the  gain  either  way  is  not  of  such  proportion 
as  to  warrant  a  change. 

For  a  great  many  years  there  was  confusion 
among  Massachusetts  municipalities  in  regard 
to  the  fiscal  year.  They  did  not  have  a  common 
date  of  beginning.  As  a  result  there  was  fre- 
quently a  tangle  in  their  relations  with  each  other, 
and  in  their  relations  with  the  state. 

After  the  City  of  Boston  advanced  the  date  of 
the  beginning  of  its  fiscal  year  to  January  1  in 
1926,  all  the  other  municipalities  came  into  line. 
Now  there  is  a  common  date  fixed  by  statute  for 
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all  cities  and  towns.  To  change  the  Boston  date 
either  backward  or  forward  from  this  common 
date  would  tend  to  return  to  the  old  confusion. 
For  that  reason  the  Finance  Commission  advises 
against  any  change. 

The  commission,  however,  believes  a  change 
should  be  made  in  the  law  which  permits  expendi- 
ture before  a  budget  is  adopted.  The  existing 
special  statute  on  this  point  dates  from  1889. 
It  permits  the  expenditure  in  each  department 
of  a  sum  not  to  exceed  one  third  the  total  amount 
appropriated  for  that  department  in  the  year 
previous. 

Enforcement  of  this  provision, — and  there  is  no 
alternative  to  enforcement — has  often  resulted 
in  adoption  of  the  budget  without  suitable  study. 
At  times  it  serves  to  permit  too  generous  expendi- 
ture. At  other  times  it  does  not  allow  for  regular 
necessary  maintenance. 

The  municipal  finance  statute  (chapter  44, 
section  34)  permits  expenditure  in  all  municipali- 
ties, except  Boston,  until  the  budget  is  adopted, 
of  a  sum  not  to  exceed  the  amount  spent  in  any 
month  of  the  previous  year.  The  Finance  Com- 
mission believes  a  more  restricted  right  to  spend 
would  be  advisable  for  Boston  and,  therefore, 
recommends  the  adoption  of  a  special  statute 
which  would  allow  expenditure  in  any  month  of  a 
sum  not  to  exceed  the  average  amount  of  the 
monthly  drafts  of  the  previous  year. 

It  is  the  hope  of  the  Finance  Commission  that 
the  foregoing  discussion  of  the  budget  situation 
in  Boston  will  assist  you  in  your  task  of  determin- 
ing what  changes  are  necessary  in  the  budget  pro- 
cedure relating  to  all  appropriations  exclusive  of 
school  appropriations. 

The  commission  expects  within  a  short  time  to 
send  to  you  in  a  separate  letter  the  benefit  of  its 
observations  in  regard  to  a  budget  for  the  school 
administration. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  M.  Storey,  Chairman, 

James  E.  Maguire, 

David  Lasker, 

James  H.  Flanagan, 

El-as  F.  Shamon, 

The  Finance  Commission. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITION  REFERRED. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Anna  G.  Danehy 
to  be  paid  an  annuity  on  account  of  death  of  her 
husband,  Eugene  M.  Danehy,  member  of  Police 
Department. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  when 
appointed. 


COOPERATION   WITH    NEW   MEMBERS. 

Coun.  LANGAN — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement.  (There  was 
no  objection.)  I  think  it  is  only  fitting  and 
proper  at  this  time,  the  first  real  meeting  of  the 
City  Council,  that  the  older  members  should  at 
least  extend  a  cordial  welcome  to  the  newer 
members  of  the  Body.  They  are  now  entering 
upon  their  work  as  City  Councilors  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  I  believe  that  we,  the  older  members, 
should  assure  the  newer  members  of  our  intention 
to  cooperate  with  them  in  all  work  for  the  benefit 
of  our  city.  I  believe  in  thus  speaking  I  am 
voicing  the  thoughts  of  my  fellow  councilors  who 
are  continuing  their  service  in  this  Body.  So  I 
say  to  the  newer  members  that  they  will  have  the 
cooperation  of  the  older  members  of  the  Council, 
and  I  extend  to  them  my  personal  congratulations 
and  a  welcome,  trusting  that  they  will  have  a 
very  successful  term  in  office. 


VOTE  FOR  PRESIDENT. 

Coun.  MAURICE  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  move  that  we  now  proceed  to  the  election 
of  a  President  of  the  City  Council  for  the  year  1940. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Coun.    CHASE— Mr.    Chairman. 

Chairman  SHATTUCK — For  what  purpose 
does  the  gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  CHASE — I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
make   a   statement. 


Chairman  SHATTUCK— The  gentleman  may 
proceed,  if  there  is  no  objection. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  Chairman,  the  Council  is 
about  to  ballot  on  the  question  of  who  shall  be 
President  of  this  Body  for  the  year  1940.  The 
office  of  President  of  the  Council  is  a  very  im- 
portant one,  and  because  of  this  we  should  make 
every  endeavor  to  select  the  proper  person.  In 
making  this  selection,  we  should  consider  the 
various  candidates  on  the  basis  of  their  experience, 
ability  and  reputation.  If  we  do  this,  I  am  sure 
that  this  Honorable  Body  will  secure  a  proper 
person  to  preside,  and  one  who  will  add  dignity 
to  this  Honorable  Bodv. 

Chairman    SHATTUCK— The    clerk    will    call 
the  roll,  and  each  councilor  as  his  name  is  called 
will  rise  in  his  place  and  announce  the  name  of 
his  choice  for  presidency  of  the  Body. 
The  result  of  the  ballot  was  as  follows: 
Coun.  CAREY— Edward  L.  Englert. 
Coun.  CHASE— Henry  L  Shattuck. 
Coun.  COFFEY— Joseph  Scannell. 
Coun.  FISH— William  J.  Galvin. 
Coun.  GALVIN— William  J.  Galvin. 
Coun.  GOODE— William  J.  Galvin. 
Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Edward  L.  Hutchinson,  Jr. 
Coun.  HURLEY— William  J.  Galvin. 
Coun.    HUTCHINSON— Edward    L.    Hutchin- 
son, Jr. 

Coun.  KELLY— John  B.  Kelly. 
Coun.  LANG  AX—  William  J.  Galvin. 
Coun.  LIXEHAX— Edward  L.  Hutchinson.  Jr. 
Coun.  LYOXS— William  J.  Galvin. 
Coun.  RUSSO— William  J.  Galvin. 
Coun.  SCAXXELL— William  J.  Galvin. 
Coun.  SHATTUCK— Edward  L.  Hutchinson,  Jr. 
Coun.     DAXIEL     F.     SULLIVAX— John     B. 
Kelly. 

Coun.  MAURICE  H.  SULLIVAX— William  J. 
Galvin. 

Coun.  WARD— William  J.  Galvin. 
Coun.  UTCKES— John  B.  Kelly. 
Chairman  SHATTUCK— Coun.  Galvin  has  ten 
votes,  Coun.  Hutchinson  four,  Coun.  Kelly  three, 
Coun.    Scannell    one,    Coun.    Englert    one,    Coun. 
Shattuck  one,  and  there  is  no  choice. 

Coun.  LAXGAX— .Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
we  proceed  to  a  second  ballot  for  president  of  the 
Council  for  1940. 

The   motion   was   carried,   and   the   clerk   called 
the  roll,  with  the  following  result: 
Coun.  CAREY— John  B.  Kelly. 
Coun.  CHASE— Henrv  L    Shattuck. 
Coun.  COFFEY— Joseph  Scannell. 
Coun.  FISH— William  J.  Galvin. 
Coun.  GALVIX— William  J.  Galvin. 
Coun.  GOODE— William  J.  Galvin. 
Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Edward  L.  Hutchinson,  Jr. 
Coun.  HURLEY— William  J.  Galvin. 
Coun.    HUTCHIXSOX— Edward    L.    Hutchin- 
son, Jr. 

Coun.  KELLY— John  B.  Kelly. 
Coun.  LANGAN— William  J.  Galvin. 
Coun.  LIXEHAX— Edward  L.  Hutchinson,  Jr. 
Coun.  LYOXS — William  J.  Galvin. 
Coun.  RUSSO— William  J.  Galvin. 
Coun.  SCAXXELL— William  J.  Galvin. 
Coun.  SHATTUCK— Edward  L.  Hutchinson,  Jr. 
Coun.     DAXIEL     F.     SULLIVAX— John     B. 
Kelly. 

Coun.  MAURICE  H.  SULLIVAX— William  J. 
Galvin. 

Coun.  WARD— William  J.  Galvin. 
Coun.  WICKES— John  B.  Kelly. 
Chairman    SHATTUCK— The    Chair    will    an- 
nounce that  there  is  no  choice. 

Coun.  WARD — Mr.  President,  I  move  that  we 
proceed  to  the  election  of  a  president. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  clerk  called 
the  roll,  with  the  following  result: 

Coun.  CAREY — Edward  L.  Hutchinson,  Jr. 
Coun.  CHASE— Henrv  L.  Shattuck. 
Coun.  COFFEY— Joseph  Scannell. 
Coun.  FISH — William  J.  Galvin. 
Coun.  GALVIX— William  J.  Galvin. 
Coun.  GOODE— William  J.  Galvin. 
Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Edward  L.  Hutchinson,  Jr. 
Coun.  HURLEY— William  J.  Galvin. 
Coun.    HUTCHIXSOX— Edward    L.    Hutchin- 
son, Jr. 

Coun.  KELLY— John  B.  Kellv. 

Coun.  LAXGAX— William  J.  Galvin. 

Coun.  LIXEHAN — Edward  L.  Hutchinson,  Jr. 

Coun.  LYOXS— William  J.  Galvin. 

Coun.  RUSSO — William  J.  Galvin. 

Coun.  SCAXXELL— William  J.  Galvin. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Edward  L.  Hutchinson,  Jr. 


JANUAEY    2,    1940. 
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Coun.  DANIEL  F.  SULLIVAN— John  B.  Kelly. 

Coun.  MAURICE  H.  SULLIVAN— William  J. 
Galvin. 

Coun.  WARD— William  J.  Galvin. 

Coun.  WICKES— John  B.  Kelly. 

Chairman  SHATTUCK— Coun.  Galvin  has  ten 
votes,  Coun.  Hutchinson  five,  Coun.  Kelly  three, 
Coun.  Scannell  one,  Coun.  Shattuok  one,  and  there 
is  no  choice. 


DELIVERIES    OF    FUEL    OIL    AND    COAL 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Director  of.  Public  Welfare 
be  requested  to  make  an  immediate  investigation 
into  the  deliveries  of  fuel  oil  and  coal  to  recipients 
of  old  age  assistance  and  welfare  aid  with  a  view 
to  arranging  a  schedule  whereby  such  recipients 
will  not  be  made  to  suffer  during  the  cold  weather 
through  failure  to  make  prompt  deliveries. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  I  hesitate  to 
introduce  any  order  in  this  Council  which  might 
possibly  be  considered  as  reflecting  on  the  humane 
treatment  accorded  recipients  of  welfare  by  the 
Director  of  Public  Welfare,  William  G.  O'Hare. 
There  is  no  department  head  of  the  city  who  has 
the  interest  of  the  recipients  of  welfare  by  the  poor 
and  unfortunate  more  at  heart  than  has  Director 
O'Hare.  I  have,  however,  in  my  experience  as  a 
member  of  the  Council,  noted  an  apparent  utter 
disregard  of  the  interest  and  the  comfort  of  these 
unfortunates  by  those  whose  business  it  is  to 
make  deliveries  of  fuel  oil  and  coal  to  recipients  of 
old  age  assistance  and  those  dependent  on  public 
welfare.  Probably  every  member  of  the  Body 
knows  what  it  means  to  be  cold  and  hungry, 
perhaps  only  momentarily.  And  I  feel  that  too 
much  cannot  be  done  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of 
those  who  today  are  on  old  age  assistance  and  public 
welfare,  especially  those  there  through  no  fault  of 
their  own.  I  have  had  many  complaints  in  my 
own  district  and  also  from  outside  of  Ward  10, 
especially  during  the  severe  weather  of  the  last 
ten  days,  about  the  non-delivery  of  fuel  oil  and 
coal.  I  listened  to  the  Mayor's  inaugural  address, 
especially  that  part  where,  with  his  humane  heart, 
he  told  us  that  he  would  not  stand  for  anything 
harmful  being  done  to  the  less  fortunate  people  in 
our  community.  I  feel  that  the  delay  and  neglect 
of  those  who  make  these  deliveries  of  fuel  oil  and 
coal  has  been  tolerated  long  enough.  We  have 
just  been  through  the  holiday  season,  a  time  when 
those  who  are  unfortunate  are  supposed  to  be  the 
objects  of  our  especial  care,  but  there  has  been 
plenty  of  cold  and  suffering  on  Christmas  and 
New  Year's  days  because  of  the  neglect  of  those 
charged  with  the  delivery  of  fuel  oil  and  coal.  I 
ask,  therefore,  that  this  matter  be  directed  to  the 
attention  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Welfare, 
feeling  certain  that  every  step  will  be  taken  to 
remedy  the  situation  at  once. 

The  order  was  passed. 


RECESS. 

Chairman  SHATTUCK— The  Chair  will  now 
declare  a  recess  of  ten  minutes.  The  Council 
recessed  at  2.40  p.  m.  and  were  called  to  order  by 
Chairman  SHATTUCK  at  2.50  p.  m. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  under  the  law,  Coun.  LAN- 
GAN  presiding  at  the  box  in  the  absence  of  the 
Mayor,  as  follows: 

Five  grand  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court,  'to 
appear  January  4,  1940: 

James  C.  Boynton,  Ward  2;  George  F.  Butler, 
Ward  5;  Christian  A.  Enemark,  Ward  7;  John  J. 
McCarthy,  Ward  19;  John  J.  Davis,  Ward  20. 

Eighty-four  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  February  5,  1940: 

Felix  Arnone,  Ward  1;  Daniel  A.  Bruno,  Ward  ] ; 
George  M.  Decker,  Ward  1 ;  Frank  P.  Lanzilli, 
Ward  1;  Joseph  Matarazza,  Ward  1;  Maurice  L. 
Murphy,  Ward  1 ;  Frank  Partridge,  Ward  1 ; 
Arthur  E.  Pinkham,  Ward  1;  William  J.  Condon, 
Ward  2;  James  A.  Driscoll,  Jr.,  Ward  2;  William  F. 
Judge,  Ward  2;  Leo  Goodman,  Ward  3;  Arthur  J. 
Smith,  Ward  3;  Maurice  J.  Kiley,  Ward  4;  James 
P.  Fay,  Jr.,  Ward  4;  Harold  A.   King,  Ward  4; 


Walter  E.  Campbell,  Ward  5;  James  O.  Foss, 
Ward  5;  Leo  Liberman,  Ward  5;  Richard  D.  Row, 
Ward  5;  Richard  B.  Salinger,  Ward  5;  Leonard  G. 
Clements,  Ward  6;  Patrick  H.  Fitzgerald,  Ward  6; 
Charles  Kachinsky,  Ward  6;  Albert  E.  Lesslie, 
Ward  6;  Francis  J.  Roache,  Ward  6;  William  H. 
Boutilier,  Jr.,  Ward  7;  James  P.  Burke,  Ward  7; 
Edward  F.  H.  Cahalane,  Ward  7;  George  E.  Frank, 
Ward  7;  Joseph  Geary.  Ward  7;  Thomas  Gregory 
Gillis,  Ward  7;  Donald  MacKay,  Ward  7;  George 
T.  Luby,  Ward  9;  Paul  A.  Savage,  Ward  9 ;  William 
A.  Glynn,  Ward  10;  Lester  T.  Doherty,  Ward  11; 
James  J.  Inman,  Ward  11;  James  F.  Glynn,  Jr., 
Ward  12;  Thomas  C.  Lydon,  Ward  12;  Richard 
Raymond,  Ward  12;  William  S.  Stone,  Ward  12; 
Edward  J.  Berran,  Ward  13;  Henrv  F.  Brady, 
Ward  13;  Frank  Carrigan,  Ward  13;  John  A. 
Doherty,  Ward  13;  Abraham  M.  Alpers,  Ward  14; 
Sydney  Dunn,  Ward  14;  Walter  P.  Jones,  Ward  14; 
Joseph  Kramer,  Ward  14;  Arnold  Rottenberg, 
Ward  14;  George  E.  Ward,  Ward  14;  Thomas 
O'Leary,  Ward  15;  Dennis  Shuris,  Ward  15; 
William  E.  Slattery,  Ward  15;  Lester  J.  Banks, 
Ward  16;  John  P.  Gaffney,  Ward  16;  Timothy  J. 
Houlihan,  Ward  16;  John  F.  Kennaley,  Ward  16; 
Robert  D.  McCarthy,  Ward  16;  Charles  P.  Moore, 
Ward  16;  Daniel  H.  Rogers,  Ward  16;  John  James 
Walsh,  Ward  16;  Thomas  J.  Burke,  Ward  17; 
Frank  T.  Haddock,  Ward  17;  George  W.  Rollins, 
Ward  17;  Vernal  E.  Stone,  Ward  17;  Wilfred  E. 
Barnard,  Ward  18;  Eugene  F.  Hayes,  Ward  18; 
John  W.  Altmeyer,  Ward  19;  Cornelius  Henry 
Meagher,  Ward  19;  John  J.  Peterson,  Ward  19; 
William  W.  Burns,  Ward  20;  Herman  Brenner, 
Ward  21;  Jacob  Brown,  Ward  21;  Milton  W. 
Eastman,  Ward  21;  William  R.  Welch,  Ward  21; 
Harry  W.  Maloney,  Ward  22;  Michael  McCarthy, 
Ward  22;  Joseph  A.  McGinn,  Ward  22;  Peter  F. 
McGrath,  Ward  22;  George  F.  McNeil,  Ward  22; 
John  Sullivan,  Ward  22. 

One  hundred  forty-two  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  January  Sitting,  to  appear  February  5, 
1940: 

Galeano  J.  Capprini,  Ward  1;  Ennis  W.  Clarke, 
Ward  1;  Matthew  I.  Gannon,  Ward  1;  Harold  J. 
McWeeny,  Ward  1;  Martin  J.  Mealey,  Ward  1; 
John  H.  Newman,  Ward  1;  Carl  Waltman, 
Ward  1;  Jeremiah  E.  Ahern,  Ward  2;  William  H. 
Riordan,  Ward  2;  Walter  A.  Rothwell,  Ward  2; 
Samuel  Alperin,  Ward  3;  Jacob  Chaletsky,  Ward  3; 
Isadore  B.  Flicop,  Ward  3;  Ralph  Herson,  Ward  3; 
James  E.  Mahoney,  Ward  3;  William  A.  L. 
Moran,  Ward  3;  Edward  E.  Todtman,  Ward  3; 
John  R.  Davis,  Ward  4;  Francis  L.  Duggan,  Ward 
4;  George  M.  Hurley,  Ward  4;  John  T.  Peake,  Ward 
4;  John  J.  Daly,  Ward  5;  Bronislaw  Dixon,  Ward  5; 
Lowell  P.  Gallagher,  Ward  5;  Thomas  F.  Markey, 
Ward  5;  Ralph  Sanborn,  Ward  5;  Francis  A. 
Barrett,  Ward  6;  Frank  P.  Flaherty,  Ward  6; 
Edward  McGlone,  Ward  6;  Stanley  I.  Mus- 
grave.  Ward  6;  Albert  Smith,  Ward  6;  Bernard 
F.  Doherty,  Ward  7;  James  F.  Donovan,  Ward  7; 
William  B.  Driscoll,  Jr.,  Ward  7;  John  J.  Foley, 
Ward  7;  George  J.  Frawley,  Ward  7;  Francis  A. 
Jennings,  Ward  7;  Richard  P.  Kelly,  Ward  7; 
John  A.  Mahoney,  Ward  7;  Edward  P.  Martin, 
Ward  7;  James  E.  Murray,  Jr.,  Ward  7;  Thomas 
A.  Shruhan,  Ward  7;  Albert  H.  Walsh,  Ward  7; 
William  L.  Bond,  Ward  8;  William  T.  Duross, 
Ward  8;  William  J.  Fitzpatrick,  Ward  8;  George 
L.  Mudgett,  Ward  8;  William  J.  Neary,  Ward  8; 
James  P.  Nettles,  Ward  9;  Joseph  M.  Ryan, 
Ward  9;  Joseph  A.  Ehrhart,  Ward  10;  Frank 
J.  Maguire,  Ward  10;  William  L.  Murphy,  Ward 
10;  John  H.  O'Neill,  Ward  10;  John  H.  Powers, 
Ward  10;  William  J.  Baird,  Ward  11;  James  J. 
Casey,  Ward  1 1 ;  Henry  Gaffey,  Ward  11;  Charles 
A.  Garrity,  Ward  11;  Howard  A.  Gilmore,  Ward 
11;  James  M.  Hillcoat,  Ward  11;  Benjamin 
Martin,  Ward  11;  Harry  P.  Quigley,  Ward  11; 
Chester  N.  Simpson,  Ward  11;  Henry  F.  Arnold, 
Ward  12;  John  A.  Nelson,  Ward  12;  Fred  L. 
O'Connor,  Ward  12;  Everett  B.  O'Neil,  Ward  12; 
John  L.  Casey,  Ward  13;  James  E.  Connors, 
Ward  13;  John  A.  Evans,  Ward  13;  Edward  H. 
Harrington,  Ward  13;  Joseph  J.  Keegan,  Ward 
13;  John  J.  McCarthy,  Ward  13;  Alfred  McGilli- 
cuddy,  Ward  13;  Archibald  R.  Stewart,  Ward  13; 
Samuel  A.  Baker,  Ward  14;  David  Brooks,  Ward 
14;  Henry  A.  Eichorn,  Ward  14;  Max  Galitz, 
Ward  14;  Bernard  M.  Hession,  Ward  14;  William 
Kingsberg,  Ward  14;  Robert  C.  Lehane,  Ward  14; 
Henry  Markow,  Ward  14;  Robert  K.  Plunkett, 
Ward  14;  Thomas  A.  Butler,  Ward  15;  Kenneth 
Chisholm,  Ward  15;  Francis  J.  Hartin,  Ward  15; 
James  J.  LaBollita,  Ward  15;   Vincent  J.  Leonard, 
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Ward  15;  Raymond  D.  McLaughlin,  Ward  15; 
John  J.  Mooney,  Ward  15;  Donald  E.  Morrison, 
Ward  15;  Francis  E.  Richards,  Ward  15;  George 
Spear,  Ward  15;  Edward  L.  Sullivan,  Ward  15; 
Thomas  J.  Connelly,  Ward  16;  Charles  E.  Connor, 
Ward  16;  Michael  Gormley,  Ward  16;  Daniel  J. 
Lynch,  Ward  16;  James  F.  Madden,  Ward  16; 
Charles  S.  Malley,  Ward  16;  Harry  F.  Murphy, 
Ward  16;  John  J.  O'Connell,  Ward  16;  John  J. 
O'Connell,  Ward  16;  Walter  M.  Perry,  Ward  16; 
John  J.  Rush,  Ward  16;  Alfred  S.  Stewart,  Ward 
16;  Edwin  F.  Hennessy,  Ward  17;  Charles  L. 
Samuel,  Ward  17;  Richard  S.  Albee,  Ward  18; 
James  E.  T.  Carrigan,  Ward  18;  John  A.  Johnson, 
Ward  18;  Joseph  W.  Mathev,  Ward  18;  John  D. 
Niver,  Ward  18;  George  A.  Otto,  Ward  18; 
Robert  A.  Schwinn,  Ward  18;  Charles  W.  Sulli- 
van, Ward  18;  Frank  A.  Trecki,  Ward  18;  Francis 
A.  Clausen,  Ward  19;  John  J.  Hartman,  Ward  19; 
Daniel  P.  O'Connell,  Ward  19;  Clarence  C. 
Brown,  Ward  20;  George  H.  Curtin,  Ward  20; 
Charles  J.  Flynn,  Ward  20;  James  S.  Maguire, 
Ward  20;  James  McCabe,  Ward  20;  Melvin  I. 
Nelsen,  Ward  20;  James  A.  Sutherland,  Ward  20; 
Leo  L.  Davidson,  Ward  21;  Albert  H.  Holmes, 
Ward  21;  John  Q.  MeAndrew,  Ward  21;  Alfred 
F.  McKenna,  Ward  21;  Bertram  T.  Rich,  Ward 
21;  Edward  H.  Whitney,  Ward  21;  George  C. 
Broadbent,  Ward  22;  Ernest  P.  Buxton,  Ward 
22;  Harry  H.  Dolan,  Ward  22;  Michael  J. 
Leahy,  Ward  22;  Joseph  J.  McAleen,  Ward  22; 
Thomas  F.  O'Halloran,  Ward  22;  Joseph  H. 
Tirrell,    Ward   22. 


ELECTION   OF   PRESIDENT. 

Coun.  MAURICE  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  move  that  we  proceed  to  another  ballot  for 
election  of  President  for  the  year  1940. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  clerk  called  the 
roll,  with  the  following  result: 

Coun.  CAREY— John  B.  Kelly. 

Coun.  CHASE— Henry  L.  Shattuck. 

Coun.  COFFEY— William  J.  Galvin. 

Coun.  FISH— William  J.  Galvin. 

Coun.  GALVIN— William  J.  Galvin. 

Coun.  GOODE— William  J.  Galvin. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— William  J.  Galvin. 

Coun.  HURLEY— William  J.  Galvin. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  (not  voting). 

Coun.  KELLY— John  B.  Kelly. 

Coun.  LANGAN— William  J.  Galvin. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Edward  L.  Hutchinson,  Jr. 

Coun.  LYONS— William  J.  Galvin. 

Coun.  RUSSO— William  J.  Galvin. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— William  J.  Galvin. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— John  B.  Kelly. 

Coun.  DANIEL  F.  SULLIVAN— John  B.  Kelly. 

Coun.  MAURICE  H.  SULLIVAN— William  J. 
Galvin. 

Coun.  WARD— William  J.  Galvin. 

Coun.  WICKES— William  J.  Galvin. 

Chairman  SHATTUCK— Coun.  Galvin  has 
received  thirteen  votes,  and  is  elected  President 
of  the  City  Council  for  the  year  1940.     (Applause.) 

Chairman  SHATTUCK  appointed  as  a  com- 
mittee to  escort  President-Elect  Galvin  to  the 
chair  Coun.  Hutchinson  and  Kelly,  who  performed 
that  duty  amidst  applause. 

President  GALVIN— The  Council  will  be  in 
order.  I  wish  to  thank  all  members  who  voted 
for  me  and  all  the  other  members  of  the  Council. 
I  shall  try  throughout  the  entire  year  to  give  fair 
and  impartial  decisions  on  any  questions  that  may 
be  presented  to  the  Chair.  I  thank  you  very 
much.     (Applause.) 


RULES   OF   CITY   COUNCIL. 

Coun.  LANGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Rules  of  the  City  Council  of 
1939,  except  Rules  13,  24  and  35,  be  adopted  as 
the  rules  of  this  Council  until  permanent  rules  are 
adopted. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  five  members 
be  appointed  by  the  President  to  prepare  and 
report  rules  to  govern  the  proceedings  of  the 
present  City  Council. 

Severally  passed. 


REFERENCE  OF  UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Coun.  MAURICE  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  matters  of  unfinished  business 
referred  to  this  City  Council  from  the  committees 
of  the  City  Council  of  1939  be  referred  to  the 
corresponding  committees  of  this  Body  when 
appointed. 

The  order  was  passed. 


SUPPORT   OF   PRESIDENT   GALVIN. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unan- 
imous consent  to  make  a  statement.  (No  objec- 
tion.) Mr.  President  and  members  of  the  Body, 
although  I  was  a  candidate  for  the  high  honor  of 
the  Presidency  of  the  Body.  I  wish  to  say,  now 
that  Councilor  Galvin  has  been  elected  to  that 
office,  I  am  going  to  cooperate  with  him  in  every 
way.  It  is  the  privilege  and  right  of  every  mem- 
ber to  aspire  to  the  Presidency  of  the  Body,  and 
the  different  members  of  the  Council  will  in 
years  to  come  have  that  same  aspiration.  But 
the  question  has  now  been  decided  for  this  year, 
and  I  want  to  tell  President  Galvin  that  I  will 
be  more  than  pleased  to  cooperate  with  him  every 
day  in  the  year,  and  I  ask  those  who  voted  for  me 
to  also  be  cooperative,  in  order  that  our  efforts 
on  behalf  of  the  city  may  be  as  successful  as  they 
have  been  in  the  past  years. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON— Mr.  President,  I  too 
ask  unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 
I  wish  to  congratulate  the  President  on  being 
elected,  and  I  want  him  to  know  that  I  shall 
cooperate  with  him  during  the  year,  and  I  am  sure 
the  members  who  voted  for  me  will  also  cooperate 
with  him. 


PAYMENT   OF  ANNUITY   TO    THOMAS   E. 
GOGGIN. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  author- 
izing the  payment  of  an  annuity  of  $1,000  to 
Thomas  E.  Goggin,  formerly  an  employee  of  the 
City  of  Boston  and  County  of  Suffolk,  and  an 
annuity  of  S200  to  minor  child,  because  of  inju- 
ries in  the  course  of  employment  of  the  said 
Thomas  E.  Goggin,  provided  that  such  legislation 
includes  a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council. 

The    resolve    was    passed    under    suspension    of 
the   rule. 


Adjourned  at  3.20  p.  m..  on  motion  of  Coun. 
HUTCHINSON,  to  meet  on  Monday,  January  8, 
1940,  at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 


Proceedings  of  City  Council, 


Monday,  January  8,  1940. 
Regular   meeting    of   the    City    Council   in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
GALVIN  in  the  chair.      Absent,    Coun.    Scannell 
and  Taylor. 


RULES. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Rules, 
submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Rules  submits  herewith  a 
draft  of  the  Rules  for  the  proceedings  of  the  City 
Council  for  the  years  1940  and  1941,  being  sub- 
stantially the  same  rules  that  were  in  force  for  the 
City  Council  of  1939,  and  recommend  their 
adoption. 

Rules  of  the  City  Council,  1940-41. 
Rule  1.  Unless  otherwise  ordered  from  time  to 
time  the  regular  meeting  of  the  city  council  shall  be 
held  on  every  Monday  at  two  o'clock  p.  m.  Special 
meetings  may  be  called  by  the  president  at  his 
discretion,  and  by  the  city  clerk  for  the  purpose 
only  of  drawing  jurors.  No  special  meeting  of 
the  city  council,  except  to  draw  jurors,  shall  be 
called,  except  with  the  consent  of  all  the  members, 
upon  less  notice  than  twenty-four  hours  from  the 
time  the  notices  are  mailed  or  dispatched  by 
special  messenger. 

President. 

Rule  2.  The  president  of  the  council  shall  take 
the  chair  at  the  hour  to  which  the  council  shall 
have  adjourned  and  shall  call  the  members  to 
order,  and  a  quorum  being  present,  shall  proceed 
with  the  regular  order  of  business.  In  the  absence 
of  the  president  the  senior  member  by  age  present 
shall  preside  as  temporary  president,  or  until  a 
presiding  officer  is  chosen. 

Rule  3.  The  president  shall  preserve  decorum 
and  order,  may  speak  to  points  of  order  in  pref- 
erence to  other  members  and  shall  decide  all 
questions  of  order,  subject  to  an  appeal.  Any 
member  may  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair,  but  no  appeal  shall  be  considered  unless 
properly  seconded.  No  other  business,  except  a 
motion  to  adjourn  or  to  lay  on  the  table,  shall 
be  in  order  until  the  question  on  appeal  has  been 
decided.     The  question  shall  be  put  as  follows: 

"Shall  the  decision  of  the  chair  stand  as  the 
judgment  of  the  council?"  The  vote  shall  be  by 
a  roll  call,  and  it  shall  be  decided  in  the  affirmative 
unless  a  majority  of  the  votes  are  to  the  contrary. 

Rule  4.  The  president  shall  propound  all 
motions  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  moved,  un- 
less the  subsequent  motion  shall  be  previous  in  its 
nature,  except  that,  in  naming  sums  and  fixing 
times,  the  largest  sum  and  the  longest  time  shall 
be  put  first. 

Rule  5.  The  president  shall,  at  the  request  of 
any  member,  make  a  division  of  a  question  when 
the  sense  will  admit  of  it. 

Rule  6.  The  president  shall,  without  debate, 
decide  all  questions  relating  to  priority  of  business 
to  be  acted  upon. 

Rule  7.  The  president  shall  declare  all  votes; 
but  if  any  member  doubts  a  vote,  the  president 
shall  cause  a  rising  vote  to  be  taken,  and,  when  any 
member  so  requests,  shall  cause  the  vote  to  be  taken 
or  verified  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Rule  8.  The  president  shall  appoint  all  com- 
mittees, fill  all  vacancies  therein,  and  designate  the 
rank  of  the  members  thereof. 

Rule  9.  When  the  president  of  the  council  or  the 
president  pro  tempore  shall  desire  to  vacate  the 
chair  he  may  call  any  member  to  it;  but  such  sub- 
stitution shall  not  continue  beyond  an  adjourn- 
ment. 

Motions. 

Rule  10.  Every  motion  shall  be  reduced  to 
writing  if  the  president  shall  so  direct. 

Rule  11.  A  motion  to  strike  out  and  insert 
shall  be  deemed  indivisible;  but  a  motion  to  strike 


out  being  lost  shall  not  preclude  amendment,  or  a 
motion  to  strike  out  and  insert. 

Rule  12.  No  motion  or  proposition  of  a  subject 
different  from  that  under  consideration  shall  be 
admitted  under  color  of  amendment. 

Any  motion,  order  or  resolution  which  in  the 
opinion  of  the  presiding  officer  does  not  have  a 
direct  bearing  on  the  business  of  the  council  shall 
be  referred  without  debate  to  the  committee  on 
rules  and  shall  not  be  further  considered  by  the 
council  except  upon  report  by  that  committee. 
There  shall  be  no  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair  hereunder,  and  this  rule  shall  not  be  subject 
to  suspension. 

The  committee  on  rules  may  report  that  any 
motion,  order  or  resolution  so  referred  to  it  is  out 
of  order  because  not  having  a  direct  bearing  on  the 
business  of  the  council,  and  its  report  shall  be  a 
final  disposition  of  the  matter,  subject  to  an  appeal 
which  shall  be  governed  by  the  same  provisions  as 
those  governing  appeals  from  rulings  of  the  pre- 
siding officer. 

Rule  13.  When  an  order  or  resolution  relates 
to  a  subject  which  may  properly  be  examined  and 
reported  upon  by  an  existing  committee  of  the 
city  council,  such  order  or  resolution  shall,  upon 
presentation^  be  referred  to  such  committee. 
When  a  motion  is  made  to  refer  any  subject,  and 
different  committees  are  proposed,  the  motions 
shall  be  put  in  the  following  order: 

1.  To  a  standing  committee  of  the  council. 

2.  To  a  special  committee  of  the  council. 
Any  member  offering  a  motion,  order  or  resolu- 
tion, which  is  referred  to  a  committee,  shall  be 
given  a  hearing  on  the  same  by  the  committee  be- 
fore a  report  is  made  thereon,  provided  he  so  re- 
quests at  the  time  of  offering  the  order  or  before 
final  action  by  the  committee. 

Any  matter  referred  to  a  committee  may  be  re- 
called by  a  majority  vote  of  all  the  members  of  the 
council,  if  such  matter  is  not  reported  upon  within 
one  month  from  the  date  of  reference. 

Rule  14.  After  a  motion  has  been  put  by  the 
president  it  shall  not  be  withdrawn  except  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

Rule  15.  When  a  question  is  under  debate  the 
following  motions  only  shall  be  entertained,  and 
shall  have  precedence  in  the  order  in  wrlich  they 
stand  arranged: 

1.  To  adjourn. 

2.  To  lay  on  the  table. 

3.  The  previous  question. 

4.  To  close  debate  at  a  specified  time. 

5.  To  postpone  to  a  day  certain. 

6.  ■  To  commit. 

7.  To  amend. 

8.  To  postpone  indefinitely. 

Rule  16.  A  motion  to  adjourn  shall  be  in  order 
at  any  time,  except  on  an  immediate  repetition  or 
pending  a  verification  of  a  vote;  and  that  motion, 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the -table,  the  motion  to  take 
from  the  table,  and  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question,  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

Readings. 
Rule  17.  Every  ordinance,  order  and  resolution 
shall,  unless  rejected,  have  two  several  readings, 
both  of  which  may  take  place  at  the  same  session 
unless  objection  is  made,  provided,  however,  that 
all  orders  for  the  expenditure  of  moneys,  unless  re- 
ported upon  by  a  committee  of  the  council,  shall 
lie  over  for  one  week  before  final  action  thereon. 
Whenever  the  second  reading  immediately  follows 
the  first  reading,  the  document  may  be  read  by  its 
title  only;  provided,  that  all  orders  releasing  rights 
or  easements  in  or  restrictions  on  land,  all  orders 
for  the  sale  of  land  other  than  school  lands,  all 
appropriations  for  the  purchase  of  land  other  than 
for  school  purposes,  and  all  loans  voted  by  the  city 
council  shall  require  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  all  the 
members  of  the  city  council,  and  shall  be  passed 
only  after  two  separate  readings  and  by  two 
separate  votes,  the  second  of  said  readings  and 
votes  to  be  had  not  less  than  fourteen  days  after 
the  first,  except  in  the  case  of  temporary  loans  in 
anticipation  of  taxes. 

Reconsideration. 

Rule  18.  When  a  vote  has  been  taken  any 
member  may  move  a  reconsideration  thereof  at 
the  same  meeting.  No  member  shall  speak  for 
more  than  ten  minutes  on  a  motion  to  reconsider. 

Rule  19.  When  a  motion  to  reconsider  has  been 
decided,   that  decision  shall  not  be  reconsidered, 
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and  no  question  shall  be  twice  reconsidered  unless 
it  has  been  amended  after  the  reconsideration; 
nor  shall  any  reconsideration  be  had  upon  the 
following  motions: 

To  adjourn. 

The  previous  question. 

To  lay  on  the  table. 

To  take  from  the  table. 

To  close  debate  at  a  specified  time. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  may  be  laid  on  the  table 
or  postponed  indefinitely,  and  the  effect  of  such 
action  in  either  case  shall  be  to  defeat  the  motion 
to  reconsider. 

Conduct  of  Members. 

Rule  20.  Every  member  when  about  to  speak 
shall  rise,  address  the  chair,  and  wait  until  he  is 
recognized,  and,  in  speaking,  shall  refrain  from 
mentioning  any  other  member  by  name,  shall 
confine  himself  to  the  question  and  avoid  personal- 
ities. Any  member  who,  in  debate  or  otherwise, 
indulges  in  personalities  or  makes  charges  reflecting 
upon  the  character  of  another  member,  shall 
make  an  apology  in  open  session  at  the  meeting 
at  which  the  offence  is  committed  or  at  the  next 
succeeding  regular  meeting,  and,  failing  to  do  so, 
shall  be  named  by  the  president  or  held  in  con- 
tempt and  suspended  from  further  participation 
in  debate  until  said  apology  is  made. 

Rule  21.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than 
once  on  a  question  when  another  member  who  has 
not  spoken  claims  the  floor,  and  no  member  speak- 
ing shall,  without  his  consent,  be  interrupted  by 
another,  except  upon  a  point  of  order. 

Rule  22.  No  member  shall  be  permitted  to 
vote  on  any  question,  or  to  serve  on  any  committee, 
where  his  private  right  is  immediately  concerned, 
distinct  from  the  public  interest. 

Rule  23.  Every  member  who  shall  be  present 
when  a  question  is  put,  unless  he  is  excluded  by 
interest,  shall  give  his  vote,  unless  the  council  for 
special  reason  shall  excuse  him.  Application  to 
be  so  excused  on  any  question  must  be  made 
before  the  council  is  divided,  or  before  the  calling 
of  the  yeas  and  nays;  and  such  application  shall  be 
accompanied  by  a  brief  statement  of  the  reasons, 
and  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

Standing  Committees. 
Rule  24.     The  following  standing  committees  of 
the    council,    and    all    other    committees,    unless 
specially  directed  by  the  council,  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  president: 

1.  A  committee,  to  be  known  as  the  Executive 
Committee,  to  consist  of  all  the  members  of  the 
council. 

2.  A  committee  on  Appropriations,  to  consist  of 
seven  members  of  the  council,  to  whom  shall  be 
referred  such  appropriation  orders  as  may  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  council  from  time  to  time. 

3.  A  committee  on  Claims,  to  consist  of  five 
members  of  the  council,  to  whom  shall  be  referred 
all  claims  against  the  city  arising  from  the  act  or 
neglect  of  any  of  its  departments.  They  shall 
report  annually  an  account  of  the  claims  awarded 
or  approved  by  them,  and  the  amount  of  money 
awarded  or  paid  in  settlements  thereof. 

4.  A  committee  on  County  Accounts,  to  consist 
of  five  members  of  the  council. 

5.  A  committee  on  Finance,  to  consist  of  seven 
members  of  the  council,  to  whom  shall  be  referred 
all  applications  for  expenditure  which  involve  a 
loan. 

6.  A  committee  on  Inspection  of  Prisons,  to  con- 
sist of  five  members  of  the  council. 

7.  A  committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  to  con- 
sist of  five  members  of  the  council,  who  shall, 
unless  otherwise  ordered,  appear  before  the  com- 
mittees of  the  General  Court  and  represent  the 
interest  of  the  city;  provided,  said  committee 
shall  not  appear  unless  authorized  by  vote  of  the 
city  council  and  shall  not,  unless  directed  so  to  do 
by  the  city  council,  oppose  any  legislation  peti- 
tioned for  by  the  preceding  city  council. 

8.  A  committee  on  Licenses,  to  consist  of  five 
members  of  the  council. 

9.  A  committee  on  Ordinances,  to  consist  of 
seven  members  of  the  council,  to  whom  shall  be 
referred  all  ordinances  or  orders  concerning 
ordinances. 

10.  A  committee  on  Parkman  Fund,  to  consist 
of  five  members  of  the  council,  to  whom  shall  be 
referred  all  matters  concerning  the  Parkman  prop- 
erty, or  the  expenditure  of  the  income  from  the 
Parkman  Fund. 


11.  A  committee  on  Printing,  to  consist  of  five 
members  of  the  council,  who  shall  have  the  charge 
of  all  printing,  advertising,  or  publishing  ordered 
by  the  city  council  as  one  of  its  contingent  or  in- 
cidental expenses,  and  the  supply  of  all  stationery 
or  binding  for  the  same  purpose.  The  committee 
shall  fix  the  number  of  copies  to  be  printed  of  any 
document  printed  as  above,  the  minimum,  how- 
ever, to  be  four  hundred;  and  they  shall  have 
the  right  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
care,  custody  and  distribution  of  all  documents> 
books,  pamphlets  and  maps  by  the  city  messenger] 

12.  A  committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  consist 
of  five  members  of  the  council,  to  whom  shall  be 
referred  all  matters  relating  to   public  lands. 

13.  A  committee  on  Rules,  to  consist  of  five 
members  of  the  council,  to  consider  all  matters 
concerning  the  rules,  and  to  whom  shall  be  referred 
all  resolutions  expressing  opinions,  principles,  facts 
or  purposes. 

14.  A  committee  on  Soldiers'  Relief,  to  consist 
of  five  members  of  the  council,  who  shall  determine 
the  amount  of  aid  to  be  allowed  to  soldiers  and 
sailors  and  their  families  and  submit  a  schedule  of 
the  same  to  the  city  council  monthly. 

Order  of  Business. 
Rule  25.    At  every  regular  meeting  of  the  council 
the  order  of  business  shall  be  as  follows: 

1.  Communications  from  his  honor  the  mayor. 

2.  Presentation  of  petitions,  memorials  and 
remonstrances. 

3.  Reports  of  city  officers,  etc. 

4.  Unfinished  business  of  preceding  meetings. 

5.  Reports  of  committees. 

6.  Motions,  orders  and  resolutions. 

Spectators. 

Rule  26.  No  person,  except  a  member  of  the 
council,  shall  be  permitted  to  occupy  the  seat  of 
any  member  while  the  council  is  in  session. 

Rule  27.  No  person,  excepting  officials  con- 
nected with  the  city  council,  and  duly  assigned 
reporters  of  the  eight  daily  newspapers,  shall  be 
allowed  in  the  anterooms  or  upon  the  floor  of  the 
council  chamber  while  the  council  is  in  session. 
Spectators  will  be  allowed  in  the  gallery  of  the 
council  chamber  when  the  council  is  in  session, 
and  no  one  will  be  admitted  to  said  gallery  after 
the  seats  are  occupied.  No  demonstrations  of 
approval  or  disapproval  from  the  spectators  shall 
be  permitted,  and  if  such  demonstrations  are  made 
the  gallery  will  be  cleared.  The  city  messenger 
shall  enforce  this  rule. 

Burial  Grounds. 
Rule  28.  No  permission  for  the  use  of  land  for 
the  purpose  of  burial  shall  be  granted  until  a  public 
hearing  shall  have  been  given  by  the  executive 
committee  of  the  city  council  on  the  application 
for  such  permission,  after  due  notice  has  been 
given  abuttors. 

Smoking  in  the  Council  Chamber. 
Rule  29.     No  smoking  shall  be  allowed  in  the 
council  chamber  when  the  council  is  in  session. 

Committee  Meetings. 
Rule  30.  No  meeting  of  any  committee  shall, 
without  the  consent  of  all  the  members  thereof,  be 
called  upon  less  notice  than  twenty-four  hours  from 
the  time  the  clerk  shall  have  mailed  the  notices  or 
dispatched  them  by  special  messenger,  provided, 
however,  that  meetings  of  the  executive  committee 
may  be  held  in  the  recess  period  of  any  meeting 
of  the  council  without  such  consent  or  notice. 
No  committee,  unless  authorized  by  an  order  of 
the  city  council,  shall  incur  any  expense.  No 
committee  meetings  shall  be  called  later  than  one 
hour  immediately  preceding  the  time  set  for  any 
regular  meeting  of  the  city  council,  nor  shall  any 
committee  remain  in  session  later  than  the  hour 
named  for  any  such  regular  meeting. 

Form  of  Votes. 

Rule  31.  In  all  votes  the  form  of  expression 
shall  be  "Ordered"  for  everything  by  way  of 
command,  and  the  form  shall  be  "Resolved"  for 
everything  expressing  opinions,  principles,  facts 
or  purposes. 

Transfers. 

Rule  32.  Every  application  for  an  appropria- 
tion to  be  provided  for  by  transfer  shall  be  referred 
to    the    executive    committee,    unless    otherwise 
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ordered,  and  no  such  appropriation  shall  be  made 
until  the  said  committee  has  reported  thereon. 

Use  of  Committee  Rooms. 
Rule  33.  No  person  except  members  and 
officers  of  the  city  council  and  regularly  assigned 
city  hall  reporters  shall  be  admitted  at  any  time 
to  the  west  anteroom,  the  locker  room,  or  the 
president's  room,  except  when  invited  on  official 
business  or  accompanied  by  a  member  of  the 
council. 

Confirmation  of  Appointments. 
Rule  34.     The  question  of  confirming  appoint- 
ments by  the  mayor,  shall  be  decided  by  a  yes  and 
no  ballot,  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

Amendment  and  Suspension. 

Rule  35.  The  foregoing  rules  shall  not  be 
altered,  amended,  suspended  or  repealed  at  any 
time,  except  by  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  of  the  city  council  present  and  voting 
thereon. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  rules  as  sub- 
mitted were  adopted.     (Document  39.) 


APPOINTMENT   OF   SPECIAL 
COMMITTEES. 

Coun.  LANGAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  special  committees  be  appointed 
by  the  President  to  consider  the  subjects  indicated 
by  their  titles  and  such  other  matters  as  may  be 
referred  to  them  from  time  to  time,  viz.: 

Building  Code,   five  members. 

Constables,  three  members. 

Hospitals,  seven  members. 

License  Fees,  five  members. 

Parks  and  Playgrounds,  five  members. 

Public  Welfare,  five  members. 

Public  Safety,  five  members. 

Tax  Title  Property,  five  members. 

Unclaimed  Baggage,  three  members. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


COMMITTEES   APPOINTED. 

The  following  committees  were  appointed  by 
the  President,  the  member  first  named  of  each 
comntuttee  to  be  chairman: 

Standing  Committees. 
Executive. 
All  the  members,  Coun.  Langan,  chairman. 

Appropriations. 
M.  H.  Sullivan,  Ward,  Shattuck,  Lyons,  Goode, 
Russo,  Fish. 

Claims. 
Gottlieb,  Scannell,  Hutchinson,  Taylor,  Carey. 

County  Accounts. 
Wickes,  Goode,  Gottlieb,  Coffey,  Linehan. 

Finance. 
Shattuck,  Hutchinson,  Gottlieb,.  Goode,  Kelly, 
Coffey,  Englert. 

Inspection  of  Prisons. 
Lyons,  Fish,  Taylor,  Langan,  M.  H.  Sullivan. 

Legislative  Matters. 
Ward,  Langan,  Taylor,  Shattuck,  Coffey.    . 

Licenses. 
Fish,  Lyons,  Englert,  Russo,  Ward. 

Ordinances. 
Lyons,  Fish,  Englert,  Taylor,  Langan. 

Parkman  Fund. 
Kelly,  Linehan,  Coffey,  Gottlieb,  Wickes. 

Printing. 
Scannell,  Chase,  Kelly,  D.  F.  Sullivan,  Linehan. 

Public  Lands. 
Russo,  Ward,  Wickes,  D.  F.  Sullivan,  Hurley. 


Goode 


Soldiers'  Relief. 
Englert,     Taylor,    Chase,    Hutchinson,    D.    F. 
Sullivan. 

Rules. 
Langan,  Fish,  Lyons,  Taylor,  M.  H.  Sullivan. 

Special  Committees. 
Building  Code. 
Fish,   Ward,    Shattuck,   Lyons,   Langan,   Kelly, 

Constables. 
M.  H.  Sullivan,  Taylor,  Lyons. 

Hospitals. 
Hurley,  Goode,  Ward,  Wickes,  Scannell,  Langan, 
Coffey. 

License  Fees. 
Scannell,  Hurley,  Hutchinson,  Wickes,  Russo. 

Public  Welfare. 
Coffey,  Wickes,  Ward,  Russo,  Hurley. 

Public  Safety. 
Taylor,  Langan,  Goode,  Fish,  Hutchinson. 

Tax  Title  Property. 
Hutchinson,    Kelly,    Englert,    Coffey,     D.    F. 
Sullivan. 

Unclaimed  Baggage. 
Linehan,  Chase,  Carey. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments, 
viz.: 

Weigher  of  Coal  and  Goods: '  Charles  B.  Murphy, 
112  Shore  avenue,  Quincy,  Mass.;  David  A.  Shea, 
Jr.,  2  Folsorn  street,  Roslindale,  Mass. 

Weigher  of  Coal:  Daniel  L.  Lothrop,  11  Quince- 
field  street,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


PROVISION  FOR   NURSES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  29,  1939. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
relative  to  your  order  of  December  4,  1939,  con- 
cerning the  making  of  adequate  and  fair  provision 
for  such  nurses  at  the  City  Hospital  and  Sana- 
torium as  may  contract  illness  incident  to  the 
performance  of  their  duties. 

"    Respectfully, 
Matjkice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Hospital  Department,  December  18,  1939. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — At  a  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  held  on  December  15,  1939,  an  order 
of  the  City  Council  was  presented,  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  be  respectfully  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make  adequate  and  fair 
provision  for  such  nurses  at  the  City  Hospital  and 
Sanatorium  as  may  contract  illness  incident  to 
the  performance  of  their  duties." 

When   a   nurse   at   the   Main   Hospital   or   the 
Sanatorium    Division   becomes   ill    with    tubercu- 
losis, each  individual  case  is  referred  to  the  trustees 
and  is  treated  on  its  own  merits. 
Yours  sincerely, 

James  W.  Manaky,  M.  D., 

Superintendent. 
Placed  on  file.  N 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   MUNICIPAL 
EMPLOYMENT   BUREAU. 
The  following  was  reoeived: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  8,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  submit   herewith  an   order  pro- 
viding for  the  appropriation  of  819,500,  the  same 
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to  be   charged  to  the    Contingent   Fund,   to   be 
used  in  connection  with  the  activities  of  the  Munic- 
ipal Employment  Bureau  during  the  current  year. 
The  Municipal  Employment  Bureau  is  doing  a 
worthwhile  work,  and  the  value  of  this  phase  of 
municipal  activities  should  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  this  order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $19,500  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appropriated  for  the  activities  of  the  Municipal 
Employment  Bureau,  said  amount  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and 
charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund,  when  made. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


JURORS. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  Coun.  SHATTUCK  pre- 
siding at  the  box  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor,  as 
follows: 

Four  grand  jurors  (2d  additional),  Superior 
Criminal  Court,  to  appear  February  5,  1940 : 

Lawton  A.  Waters,  Ward  7;  James  L.  McStrav- 
ick,  Ward  12;  Dennis  J.  Shugrue,  Ward  20;  Frank 
C.  O'Keefe,  Ward  22. 

Thirty-five  additional  traverse  jurors,  Superior 
Civil  Court,  January  Sitting,  to  appear  January 
11,  1940: 

Edward  Carroll,  Ward  1 ;  Arthur  Ellis,  Ward  1 ; 
Joseph  Goggin,  Ward  1 ;  Reginald  L.  Haggett, 
Ward  1;  John  C.  Smaldone,  Ward  1;  Nicholas 
Vertuccio,  Ward  1;  Frederick  L.  Lonergan, 
Ward  2;  Henry  J.  Cohen,  Ward  3;  Robert  L. 
Devlin,  Ward  3;  John  W.  Herbert,  Ward  3;  George 
A.  Kuhn,  Ward  3;  Stanley  W.  Russell,  Ward  3; 
Louis  DeP.  Cole,  Ward  5;  Harry  True  Harmon, 
Ward  5;  Harry  L.  Clement,  Ward  6;  John  J. 
Mulkern,  Ward  6;  Arthur  Chisam,  Ward  7;  Daniel 
C.  MacGregor,  Ward  7;  Joseph  F.  Guinessy, 
Ward  9;  James  E.  Coffey,  Ward  10;  George  H. 
Lambert,  Ward  11;  Howard  A.  Smith,  Ward  11; 
Patrick  H.  Higgins,  Ward  13;  Gordon  W.  Shipp, 
Ward  15;  Francis  E.  Chute,  Ward  16;  Charles 
Green,  Ward  16;  Robert  F.  Hyde,  Jr.,  Ward  16; 
John  S.  Nolan,  Ward  16;  John  G.  Johnson,  Ward 
18;  Richard  L.  Moran,  Ward  18;  Francis  A.  Cronin, 
Ward  19;  William  F.  Sullivan,  Ward  19;  William 
J.  McCarthy,  Ward  20;  Humbert  F.  Tosi,  Ward 
21;  Francis  A.  King,  Ward  22. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Billie's  Market,  Inc.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  605  Dorchester  avenue, 
caused  by  break  in  water  main. 

Joseph  G.  DeLuca,  to  be  reimbursed  for  accident 
which  occurred  while  in  performance  of  his  duty 
as  employee  of  Public  Works  Department. 

Jacob  G.  Elz,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  fire  engine. 

James  Gibbons,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
clothing  at  City  Hospital. 

Paul  A.  Green,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  63  Kendall  street. 

Liudvika  Luinate,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  31  Story  street,  South  Boston, 
caused  by  leak  in  water  pipe. 

Mary  E.  McDonough,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Merchants 
Row. 

Richmond  H.  Minton,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  2965 
Washington  street. 

James  E.  O'Reilly,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Carrie  L.  Smith,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Blue  Hill  avenue 
and  Fessenden  street. 

Lena  C.  Thibault,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Huntington  avenue. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 
Petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  for  license 
to  operate  motor  vehicles  between  junction  of 
Commonwealth  avenue  and  Brighton  avenue  and 
the  junction  of  Franklin  street  and  Aldie  street, 
over     Commonwealth     avenue,     Allston     street, 


Glenville  avenue,  Harvard  avenue,  Cambridge 
street,  Lincoln  street,  Franklin  street,  Holton 
street,  Bagnal  street  and  Aldie  street;  and  between 
junction  of  Allston  street  and  Glenville  avenue 
and  junction  of  Cambridge  street  and  Harvard 
avenue,  over  Allston  street,  Brighton  avenue, 
Union  square  and  Cambridge  street.  (To  be 
operated  on  Sunday  mornings  and  at  other  times 
when  church  services  may  require  such  operation.) 
Petitions  for  driveway  openings,  viz.: 
Socony- Vacuum    Oil    Company,    Inc.,    at    1225 

George    L.'   Lincoln,    at    1379-1385    Blue    Hill 
avenue,  Ward  18. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  ENGLERT,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers 
and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston 
for  the  month  of  January. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


LIGHTING   SULLIVAN   SQUARE   PLAY- 
GROUND. 

President  GALVIN  submitted  the  following: 
Ordered,     That     the     Park     Commissioner     be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
arrange  added  lighting  facilities  for  night  hockey 
playing  at  the  Sullivan  Square  Playground. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LANDING    FEE,    MUNICIPAL    AIRPORT. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  charging  a  landing 
fee  for  all  private  and  commercial  airplanes  using 
the  municipal  airport;  and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  sub- 
mit to  the  City  Council  a  list  of  the  American 
cities  that  charge  landing  fees  for  the  use  of 
municipal  airports  and  a  complete  report  on  his 
findings  pertaining  to  this  matter. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  it  has  been 
called  to  my  attention  that  quite  a  number  of  the 
large  American  cities  are  charging  landing  fees 
for  the  use  of  their  municipal  airports,  and  I 
believe  that  they  are  justified  in  doing  so,  inasmuch 
as  quite  a  number  of  the  public  are  using  these 
airports.  I  believe,  inasmuch  as  Boston's  munic- 
ipal airport  is  not  self-supporting,  that  this  city 
should  take  every  means  to  make  it  self-supporting. 
I  think,  therefore,  that  a  fee,  reasonable  in  amount, 
would  be  a  reasonable  thing  to  charge.  As  I 
understand  it,  there  are  approximately  one  hundred 
airplanes  using  our  airport  every  day.  If  a 
reasonable  fee — say  S2  for  small  planes  and  S4 
for  large  commercial  planes — were  charged,  it 
would  bring  in  in  the  vicinity  of  5100,000  to  the 
City  of  Boston  annually.  I  feel,  therefore,  that 
tins  Body  should  heartily  recommend  to  the  Mayor 
and  the  Park  Commissioner  the  charging  of  a 
landing  fee  for  all  airplanes  using  our  municipal 
airport. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule.  • 


LOAN    IN   ANTICIPATION   OF    TAXES. 

President  GALVIN  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Ordered,  That  to  provide  temporarily 
money  to  meet  the  appropriations  for  the  financial 
year  1940,  the  City  Treasurer  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  issue  and  sell,  at  such  time  and 
in  such  amounts  as  he  may  deem  best,  notes 
or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of 
Boston  not  exceeding  840,000,000  in  the  total, 
in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  financial 
year;  that  all  such  notes  or  certificates  of  indebted- 
ness be  dated  the  day  the  money  for  the  same 
is  received,  be  made  payable  with  the  interest 
thereon  within  one  year  of  their  date  and  bear 
interest  from  their  date  until  the  same  are  made 
payable  at  such  rate  as  the  City  Treasurer  and 
the  Mayor  may  determine.  The  said  City  Treas- 
urer is  hereby  authorized  to  renew  or  refund  any 
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such  notes  issued  for  a  shorter  period  than  one 
year,  under  the  provisions  of  section  17  of  chap- 
ter 44  of  the  General  Laws. 

On  January  2,  1940,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  read- 
ing and  passage,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 


MUNICIPAL   STADIUM. 

Coun.  "WARp  and  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered 
the  following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  erecting  a  municipal 
stadium  in  the  City  of  Boston,  the  money  to  be 
allocated  from  the  George  Robert  White  Fund. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FLOODING     OF     HEALEY     PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  LANGAN  and  LYONS  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  have 
Healey  Playground,  Ward  19,  flooded  for  skating 
purposes. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.30  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  HURLEY,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and 
were  called  to  order  by  President  GALVIN  at 
2.45  p.  m. 


HOUSING   UNIT,    WARD   8. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request  the 
Boston   Housing   Authority   to    consider    the   ad- 
visability of  the  erection  of  a  housing  unit  in  the 
Ward  8  district  of  Boston. 


Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President,  in  presenting 
this  order  requesting  the  cooperation  of  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  and  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  for 
the  establishment  of  a  Federal  Housing  unit  in 
the  district  of  Boston  I  represent  in  this  Honor- 
able Body,  it  is  my  desire  to  relieve  as  much  as 
possible  the  hardships  and  lack  of  modern  privi- 
leges endured  by  many  families  in  my  district 
over  a  long  period  of  years.  Possibly  few  of  the 
members  of  this  Council  realize  that  a  great  num- 
ber of  families  in  my  district  have  no  modern 
bathroom  at  their  command  and  it  is  necessary 
for  them  to  use  the  facilities  of  the  showers  at  the 
local  municipal  building.  A  great  many  of  these 
families  would  be  made  extremely  happy  and  cer- 
tainly would  enjoy  more  healthful  riving  conditions 
if  given  the  opportunity  of  tenancy  in  one  of  these 
modern  structures  being  erected  with  Federal 
funds.  Under  the  present  program,  with  South 
Boston,  Charlestown,  Mission  Hill  and  Lenox 
street  areas  enjoying  the  proven  benefits  of  Federal 
Housing,  I  sincerely  hope  and  strongly  urge  that 
this  Body  will  act  favorably  upon  my  order  and 
that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Boston  Hous- 
ing Authority  will  exert  every  effort  and  influence 
to  bring  about  the  accomplishment  of  my  sugges- 
tion presented  today  and  the  ultimate  erection  of 
a  Federal  Housing  unit  in  the  Ward  8  area  of 
Boston. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


IMPROVEMENT   OF  WILLIAM   EUSTIS 
PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  pre- 
pare and  present  for  the  approval  of  the  W.  P.  A. 
authorities,  a  project  for  the  complete  improve- 
ment of  the  William  Eustis  Playground  on  Norfolk 
avenue,  Roxbury,  and  to  place  it  in  modern  and 
first-class  condition  for  the  enjoyment  of  the 
people  of  my  district. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  WICKES,  at 
2.48  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  January  15,  1940, 
at  2  p.  m. 


CITY    OF    BOSTON     PRINTING    DEPARTMENT 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  January  15,  1940. 
Regular   meeting    of   the    City    Council   in   the 
Council  Chamber  at  2  p.  m.,  President  GALVIN 
in  the  chair,  and  all  the  members  present. 


QUALIFICATION  OF  COUNCILOR  TAYLOR. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  qualifica- 
tion of  Charles  I.  Taylor,  City  Councilor  from 
Ward  12,  on  January  9,  1940. 

Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Boston  Cash  Register  Company,  Inc.,  for  com- 
pensation for  damages  to  property  at  28  Mer- 
chants row,  caused  by  bursting  water  main. 

John  A.  Downing,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  9  Bradlee 
street. 

Charles  F.  Hardy,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Columbus 
avenue  and  Rutland  square. 

Inocentia  F.  Maguire,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries   caused   by   an   alleged   defect   in   Brighton 
-    High  School. 

William  Metzger,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  taxicab  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  2985 
Washington  street. 

Joseph  M.  Pitts,  for  daughter  Mary,  for  com- 
pensation for  injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect 
in  schoolyard,  Chestnut  avenue. 

Mary  J.  Sheerin,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  3  Sheridan  street,  caused  by  city 
hospital  ambulance. 

Mrs.  Bernard  Smith,  for  compensation  for  loss 
of  shoes  at  Fenway  Skating  Field,  taken  from 
locker. 

Stephanie  Smoot,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Irving  street. 

George  Taylor,  for  refund  on  sign  permit. 
_  William  H.  Winn,  for  son  Marty,  for  compensa- 
tion  for  injuries   caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
William  Lloyd  Garrison  School. 

William  H.  Winn,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  William  Lloyd 
Garrison  School. 

Edward  Pelrine,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  ferryboat. 

John  M.  Flynn,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  negligence  of  city  employees. 

Mark  A.  Foley,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judgment 
issued  against  him. 

Charles  Gaubenstein,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
judgment  issued  against  him. 

Walter  C.  Mackie,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
ment issued  against  him. 

_    Thomas    M.    Ranahan,    to   be   reimbursed   for 
judgment  issued  against  him. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 
Petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
for  license  to  operate  motor  vehicles  between 
junction  of  Commonwealth  avenue  and  Brighton 
avenue  and  St.  Anthony's  Church  on  Holton 
street,  over  Commonwealth  avenue,  Allston  street, 
Glenville  avenue,  Harvard  avenue,  Cambridge 
street,  North  Harvard  street,  Spurr  street,  Western 
avenue,  Everett  street,  Brentwood  street,  Athol 
street  and  Holton  street;  return  over  Holton 
street,  Everett  street  and  reverse  route;  and 
between  junction  of  Allston  street  and  Glenville 
avenue  and  junction  of  Cambridge  street  and 
Harvard  avenue,  over  Allston  street,  Brighton 
avenue,  Union  square  and  Cambridge  street  (to 


be  operated  only  on  Sunday  mornings  and  at  other 
times  when  church  services  may  require  such 
operation.) 

Petitions  for  driveway  openings,   viz.: 

E.  D.  Codman,  Jr.,  at  1891  Columbus  avenue, 
Ward  11. 

Myrtle  J.  Case,  at  27-31  Brighton  avenue, 
Allston. 

Thomas  McGrath,  at  79  Portland  street,  Ward  3. 


INCREASE     OF     PROBATION     OFFICERS' 
SALARIES. 

A  communication  was  received  from  F.  Delano 
Putnam,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Municipal  Court, 
of  increase  of  salaries  of  certain  probation  officers. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONFIRMATION    OF   EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

President  GALVIN  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  Nos.  1  and  2  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  January  2,  1940,  of  Edward  A.  Burke,  to 
be  a  Constable,  without  authority  to  serve  civil 
process  and  to  serve  without  bond. 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  January  8,  1940,  of  Charles  B.  Murphy, 
David  A.  Shea,  Jr.,  and  Daniel  L.  Lothrop,  to  be 
Weighers  of  Coal;  and  Charles  B.  Murphy  and 
David  A.  Shea,  Jr.,  to  be  Weighers  of  Goods. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Ward  and  Russo.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  20,  yes  19,  no  1,  and  the  appointments 
were  confirmed. 


CONFIRMATION    OF    HAROLD    FIELD 
KELLOGG. 

President  GALVIN  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  3  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

3.  Ordered,  That  the  appointment  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  of  Harold  Field  Kellogg  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  for  the 
term  expiring  January  8,  1945,  be,  and  hereby  is, 
confirmed  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  President  GALVIN,  it  was  voted 
that  confirmation  be  by  roll  call.  The  clerk 
called  the  roll  on  confirmation,  with  the  following 
result: 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Coffey,  Englert, 
Fish,  Galvin,  Goode,  Gottlieb,  Hurley,  Hutchinson, 
Langan,  Linehan,  Lyons,  Russo,  Scannell,  Shat- 
tuck,  D.  F.  Sullivan,  M.  H.  Sullivan,  Taylor, 
Ward,  Wickes— 21. 

Nays — Coun.  Kelly — 1. 


CHANGES     IN     COUNCIL     COMMITTEES. 

President  GALVIN  submitted  the  following: 

Councilor  Fish  having  resigned  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  I  hereby  appoint  Coun- 
cilor Wickes. 

Councilor  Ward  having  resigned  from  the 
Public  Welfare  Committee  I  hereby  appoint 
Councilor  Daniel  F.  Sullivan. 

I  hereby  appoint  the  following  members  to 
service  on  the  Committee  on  Parks  and  Play- 
grounds: Chairman, — Goode,  Russo,  Scannell, 
Gottlieb,  Hurley. 

Placed  on  file. 


INTERVIEWING  ROOMS  FOR  COUNCILORS  . 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  requested  to  erect  partitions  in  the 
west  anteroom  on  the  fourth  floor  at  City  Hall  in 
order  to  provide  for  from  at  least  five  to  seven 
interviewing  rooms  wherein  members  of  the  City 
Council  may  converse  privately  with  -constitu- 
ents, and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  these  private  rooms  be  equipped 
with  a  desk  or  table,  at  least  two  chairs,  and  also 
with  telephone  service. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Rules. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


AMENDMENT    OF   RULE   33. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  Rule  33  of  the  City  Council  be 
amended  to  provide  that  no  person,  except  mem- 
bers and  officers  of  the  City  Council  and  regularly 
assigned  City  Hall  reporters,  shall  be  admitted 
at  any  time  to  any  of  the  Council  rooms  on  the 
fourth  floor,  with  the  exception  of  Room  40, 
except  when  accompanied  by  a  member  of  the 
City  Council  or  when  invited  on  official  business. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  the  duties  of  a 
City  Councilor,  as  every  member  of  this  Body 
knows,  involve  a  large  amount  of  work  that  is  con- 
fidential between  himself  and  his  constituent.  It 
may  be  assistance  in  seeking  welfare  aid,  Mothers' 
Aid,  or  Old  Age  Assistance.  It  may  be  assistance 
in  tax  matters,  or  various  other  matters  that 
should  be  treated  privately  in  order  to  save  em- 
barrassment to  the  constituent.  As  conditions 
exist  in  the  City  Council  Chambers  today  there 
is  no  such  thing  as  privacy  for  a  constituent.  Con- 
ditions are  such  that  one  often  has  to  wonder  just 
who  are  councillors  and  who  are  not.  Every 
room  on  the  fourth  floor,  with  the  exception  of  this 
Chamber  alone,  looks  like  the  South  Station 
waiting  room,  but  I  dare  say  that  one  could  even 
converse  more  privately  with  a  constituent  in  the 
South  Station  waiting  room.  Furthermore,  the 
use,  or  I  should  say  the  abuse,  of  the  few  tele- 
phones that  we  now  have  in  the  Council  rooms  is 
outrageous.  Naturally,  as  we  all  know,  every 
councilor  has  to  do  considerable  telephoning  in 
connection  with  his  official  duties,  yet  not  a  day 
passes,  that  for  several  minutes  at  a  time  it  is 
impossible  for  a  councilor  to  use  a  telephone, 
due  to  the  fact  that  he  has  to  give  way  to  some 
outsider.  Not  only  is  this  unfair  to  the  councilor 
but  it  is  permitting  a  wilful  waste  of  taxpayers' 
money  to  allow  persons  to  walk  in  off  the  street 
and  have  free  use  of  telephone  service.  During 
the  past  week  a  typewriter  was  stolen  from  one  of 
the  Council  rooms.  A  few  weeks  ago  a  new  mirror 
was  taken  from  the  wall  in  the  recently  completed 
men's  lavatory.  It  might  be  argued  that  these 
thefts  were  made  after  regular  office  hours.  That 
should  make  no  difference,  however,  because  it  is 
the  result  of  nothing  but  the  altogether  too  care- 
less, indifferent,  and  lax  methods  that  are  allowed 
in  the  Council  chambers  that  will  permit  thefts, 
wanton  destruction  of  property,  and  general  abuse 
of  the  taxpayers'  money.  I  sincerely  trust  that 
these  orders  will  be  given  the  attention  that  they 
deserve,  and  that  through  this  City  Council  some 
consideration  will  be  given  to  the  taxpayers  of  the 
city.  I  therefore  respectfully  request  their  passage 
in  the  usual  way. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Rules. 


SNOW  SLIDES,  WARD   10  PLAYGROUNDS. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  im- 
mediately requested  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  devising  some  plan 
suitable  whereby  snow  slides  may  be  provided 
for  children  in  the  Parker  Hill  and  Jefferson 
Playgrounds  and  in  the  so-called  Daisy  Field  in 
the  Jamaicaway,  Ward  10. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  just  a  few 
words  on  that  order.  We  are  daily  reading  in 
the  newspapers  of  accidents  to  children  using 
our  streets  for  coasting  purposes.  In  my  district, 
unfortunately,  we  have  few  streets  which  can 
be  so  used,  giving  the  youngsters  a  little  bit  of 
pleasure  at  this  time  of  year.  I  trust,  therefore, 
that  the  Park  Commissioner  will  consider  this 
matter  seriously  and  that  favorable  action  will 
be  taken  by  him. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ADDITIONAL     TRUCKS     FOR     SANITARY 
DIVISION. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  include  in  the  budget  for  the  Sanitary  Division 
sufficient  funds  to  allow  for  the  purchase  of  at 
least  four  additional  trucks  for  use  by  the  Sani- 
tary Division  in  District  No.  7,  in  order  that  a 
more  regular  and  better  collection  of  ashes  and 
garbage  may  be  possible  in  that  district. 


Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  for  some  time 
past  ashes  and  garbage  have  gone  uncollected 
throughout  the  entire  Ward  10  area.  I  want 
to  say  with  emphasis  that  I  do  not  attribute 
this  neglect  to  the  district  foreman.  Work  can- 
not be  done  without  equipment.  This  last  week 
— for  the  entire  week,  I  understand,  according 
to  the  complaints  sent  in  to  me — collections 
were  omitted  for  two  or  three  days,  and  on  taking 
the  matter  up  with  the  district  foreman  he  told 
me  that  the  collections  were  behind  because  of 
the  fact  that  the  equipment  was  being  used  on 
snow  removal.  I  think  the  taxpayers  of  Boston 
deserve  more  consideration.  If  we  are  to  have 
a  healthy  and  clean  city  and  are  to  give  the  tax- 
payers some  return  on  their  money,  we  should 
at  least  properly  remove  their  ashes  and  garbage. 
I  certainly  trust  that  they  will  be  given  more 
consideration  in  the  future,  that  the  collections 
may  be  made  in  better  time.  Therefore,  I  have 
introduced  this  order  asking  that  sufficient  funds 
be  provided  to  allow  for  the  purchase  of  at  least 
four  additional  trucks  for  use  by  the  Sanitary 
Division    in    District    7. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SKATING   ON   MUDDY   RIVER. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested  to  install  "Danger — No  Skating" 
signs  in  the  Muddy  river,  and  to  arrange  to  keep 
these  signs  there  while  the  ice  in  the  river  is  of 
questionable  thickness;  and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested  to  immediately  supply  and  install  a 
number  of  life  belts  on  the  banks  of  Muddy  river. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


COLORED  PROBATION  OFFICER, 
ROXBURY  COURT. 

Coun.  TAYLOR  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  include  in  his  1940  budget  a  sufficient 
appropriation  to  provide  for  a  colored  probation 
officer  in   the   Roxbury   Municipal   Court. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — Mr.  President,  I  rise  at  this 
moment  to  speak  on  behalf  of  a  race  of  people 
who,  in  my  opinion,  have  not  received  their  fair 
share  of  representation  in  the  district  courts  of 
Boston.  There  is  no  question  of  that,  on  the  basis 
of  the  figures.  In  the  Roxbury  district  we  have 
94  per  cent  of  the  colored  people  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  consequently,  if  any  of  the  young 
colored  boys  or  girls  get  into  trouble,  their  problems 
must  be  solved  in  the  Roxbury  District  Court. 
There  are  only  15,000  colored  people  in  Boston, 
and  during  the  past  year  17  per  cent  of  the  juvenile 
delinquency  was  that  of  the  colored  boys  and 
girls  of  the  city,  and  still  they  have  no  representa- 
tion either  in  the  Central  Court  of  Boston  or  the 
Roxbury  Municipal  Court,  in  the  matter  of  pro- 
bation officers  who  will  take  an  interest  in  those 
colored  children.  I  spoke  to  Judge  Miles  in 
reference  to  the  situation,  and  he  informed  me 
that  there  is  no  doubt  that  there  is  absolute  neces- 
sity for  such  an  appointment.  He  informed  me 
that  in  the  City  of  Boston  there  is  a  case  load  on 
each  probation  officer  of  59  cases,  while  in  the 
Roxbury  Municipal  Court  the  case  load  is  222, 
and  the  authorities  on  this  matter  tell  us  that 
there  should  not  be  a  case  load  of  more  than 
80  for  each  probation  officer.  They  are  absolutely 
overloaded.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  colored 
children  should  be  given  a  probation  officer  of 
their  own  race,  one  who  can  speak  more  intelli- 
gently with  the  parents  of  the  children,  with  the 
result  that  a  colored  boy  or  girl  will  receive 
a  better  opportunity  to  go  straight  in  the  future. 
Such  action  will  certainly  improve  the  future 
chances  of  the  colored  boys  and  girls  who  are 
brought  in  to  our  courts  for  juvenile  delinquency. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  am  very  much 
in  accord  with  the  statement  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12.  I  see  no  reason  why  the  colored 
people  should  not  be  given  recognition  in  the 
probation  service,  and  I  sincerely  trust  that  his 
Honor  the  Ma3^or  will  give  those  people  due  repre- 
sentation. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


JANUARY    15,     1940. 
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CIVIL   SERVICE   LAWS. 

Coun.  TAYLOR  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
request  the  Director  of  Civil  Service  to  carry  out 
the  law  as  interpreted  by  the  chief  law  officer  of 
the  Commonwealth,  the  Attorney-General,  per- 
taining to  the  eligibility  of  employees  who  are 
paid  out  of  W.  P.  A.  funds. 

Whereas,  The  present  civil  service  laws  were 
drawn  up  in  haste;  and 

Whereas,  Very  few  members  of  the  Legislature 
who  voted  in  favor  of  these  laws  knew  anything 
about  these  laws  prior  to  voting  for  them;  and 

Whereas,  The  present  civil  service  laws  have 
deprived  civil  service  employees  of  the  protection 
which  they  formerly  had;  and 

Whereas,   Under  the  present  civil  service  laws   - 
the  Director  of  Civil    Service  is  given  dictatorial 
powers  detrimental  to  the    interests    of  the  civil 
service  employee;  and 

Whereas,  Under  the  present  laws  the  Director 
of  Civil  Serviceis  attempting  to  prevent  the  mayors 
of  the  cities  and  towns  from  hiring  employees 
necessary  to  render  to  the  public  the  service  to 
which  they  are  entitled;  and 

Whereas,  The  present  laws  and  system  have 
proven  a  dismal  failure;  be  it 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
call  a  special  session  of  the  Legislature  for  the 
purpose  of  changing  the  civil  service  laws  and 
restoring  to  the  civil  service  employees  and  to  the 
public  the  protection  they  formerly  had;  and  be 
it  further 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
request  the  Civil  Service  Director  to  refrain  from 
interfering  with  the  mayors  of  cities  and  towns  in 
the  hiring  of  necessary  employees  to  enable  them 
to  carry  out  public  service. 

Coun.     TAYLOR — Mr.     President,     when    our 
present    Governor    took    office    on    Beacon    Hill 
he  was  so  intent  on  removing  all  the  Democratic 
heads  of  departments  in  control  that  he  did  not 
care   what   procedure   he  used  to   accomplish  his 
purpose.     When    he    finally    got    around    to    the 
Civil    Service    Commission,    he    knew    that    that 
department  was  efficiently  run,   that  Tom  Green 
ran  it  fairly  and  efficiently,   that  he  did  a  good 
job,    was   fair   to   everyone,    Democrats   and   Re- 
publicans alike,  who  came  before  the  department. 
He   knew    that   any    charges    of   inefficiency   that 
might  be  brought  against  that  department  would 
have  very  little  effect,  even  upon  the  Governor's 
Council.     So,  in.  order  to  accomplish  his  end,  in 
order  that  Tom  Green  might  lose  his  job  as  Civil 
Service    Commissioner,    the    Governor    had    the 
Republican  Legislature  snap  the  whip  to  abolish 
that   particular    commission   so   that    a    new    one 
could  be  established   where  Green  would  be  left 
off;      and   the  whole  thing   was   done  so   quickly 
that  members   of  the   Legislature  themselves  did 
.  not  know   what   had   happened.     I   have   spoken 
even    to   many    Republican    legislators    and   they 
have  informed  me   that   prior  to  the  time  when 
the  thing  came  up  and  the  new  law  was  passed, 
they  did  not  know  what  it  was  all  about.     They 
just  obeyed  the  lash  of   the  whip  and,  as  I  say, 
even  the  Republican  legislators  hardly  knew  what 
it    was    all    about.     Even    the    Republicans    now 
admit   that   the   new   arrangement   is   very   poor. 
It  has   dislocated  the  entire  civil  service,   and  it 
has  resulted  in  many  employees  being  fired  from 
their  jobs.     The  new  civil  service  head  who  has 
been  appointed,   Lupien,  is  even  more  important 
than    the    Governor.     He    has    become    an    iron- 
clad  dictator,    who   has    out-Hitlered   Hitler   and 
out-Stalined  Stalin.     His  word  is  law.     He  refuses 
to  apply  the  law  as  interpreted  by  the  chief  law 
officer     of     the     Commonwealth,     the     Attorney- 
General.     He  is  attempting  to  play  politics  with 
human  misery.     He  has  been  applying  the  same 
sort  of  efficiency    rules    and    treatment    that    he 
applied    in    the    mills    of    Lowell    and    Lawrence. 
It  seems  to  be  his  job  to  do  everything  possible 
to  remove   a   large   number   of   employees   of   the 
state,  for  political  reasons.     His  word  apparently 
is  law.     He  is  now  even  attempting  to  interfere 
with  and  disregard  duly  elected  officials  of  cities 
and  towns  in  their  hiring  of  necessary  employees. 
He    has    assumed     dictatorial    powers.     Chapter 
72  of  the  Acts  of  1939  specifically  states  that  any 
man   receiving    W.    P.    A.    funds    does    not    come 
under     the     civil     service     law.     The     Attorney- 
General  has  so  interpreted  it.     There  are  many 
employees   of   this    city   and    of   other   cities    and 
towns    that    come    under    that    ruling.     But,  no, 
this  civil  service  dictator  says  that  that  is  not  so. 
He  says,  "I  don't  care  what  the  chief  law  officer 


of  the  Commonwealth  says.  I  am  the  dictator 
here,  and  they  have  to  come  under  my  super- 
vision." What  is  the  result?  These  men  are 
fired,  and  their  families  have  to  go  on  welfare. 
This  man  has  gone  further,  telling  the  authorities 
of  the  different  cities  and  towns  whether  they 
need  any  help.  Just  think  of  that!  He  is  not 
only  passing,  as  Civil  Service  Commissioner,  on 
permanent  employment  but  on  provisional  em- 
ployment, and  he  says  that  he  has  the  right  under 
the  law  to  say  whether  a  mayor  of  a  city  or  the 
selectmen  of  a  town  have  the  right  to  put  anyone 
at  work.  Our  Mayor  of  Boston,  who  is  attempt- 
ing to  run  the  city  as  honestly  and  efficiently  as 
anyone  can,  and  who  knows  the  needs  of  the  city, 
cannot  employ  assistance  to  carry  on  the  work 
of  the  departments.  Our  Mayor  would  not  say 
that  a  certain  department  was  overburdened  and 
needed  assistance,  if  he  did  not  think  so.  But 
this  great  man,  this  dictator,  until  recently  un- 
known, says,  "No,  you  do  not  need  any  help, 
Mr.  Mayor."  What  does  he  know  about  it? 
What  does  he  know  about  the  needs  of  the 
different  cities  and  towns?  Any  why  should 
he  in  any  such  arbitrary  way,  dealing  with  matters 
of  which  he  knows  nothing,  interfere  with  such 
employment  where  it  is  necessary  and  deprive 
poor  families  of  their  means  of  sustenance?  He 
simply  says,  "I  say  no.  To  hell  with  the  poor!" 
I  say,  Mr.  President,  that  this  dictator  is  carry- 
ing things  too  far.  We  have  already  seen  the 
action  of  this  administration  against  the  poor, 
in  the  matter  of  cigarette  taxes  and  gas  and 
electric  rates,  and  this  civil  service  dictator  is 
now  trying  to  prevent  people  from  going  to  work, 
in  addition  to  firing  employees  by  the  wholesale, 
including  scrubwomen.  I  think  it  is  about  time 
that  a  halt  was  put  to  this  sort  of  thing,  that  this 
dictator  was  told  that  he  has  gone  altogether  too 
far.  So  I  ask  the  Council  to;  go  on  record  as 
trying  to  put  a  stop  to  the  efforts  of  this  man, 
so  that  he  will  refrain  from  interfering  with  the 
mayors  of  cities  and  the  selectmen  of  towns  in 
the  proper  performance  of  their  duties,  when 
they  are  trying  in  their  various  departments  to 
furnish  proper  help  so  that  the  public  service 
may  be  efficiently  carried  on.  Mr.  Governor, 
what  I  ask  for  in  this  order  is  solely  within  your 
power,  and  I  know  that  the  members  of  this 
Council  agree  with  me  wholeheartedly. 

Coun.  WARD— Mr.  President,  I  don't  like 
to  take  the  floor  on  an  order  of  this  kind,  but 
I  do  feel  that  the  City  Council  is  not  the  proper 
place  to  attack  any  man  in  this  way,  whoever 
he  may  be.  There  have  been  times  when  I  had 
no  opportunity  to  defend  myself  from  attacks 
which  were  made  here,  recorded  in  the  minutes, 
and  sent  to  the  district  where  I  live.  The  City 
Council  is  no  place  to  wash  dirty  linen.  I  say, 
if  you  have  any  complaint  to  make  of  Mr.  Lupien, 
you  should  go  to  the  man  who  appointed  him, 
the  Governor.  He  has  -the  sole  responsibility 
for  appointing  the  Civil  Service  Commissioner, 
and  I  am  not  willing  to  vote  for  any  such  order 
as  this.  This  is  a  matter  in  which  we  have  no 
power. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  while  this 
City  Council  may  have  no  power,  so  far  as  action 
by  the  State  Legislature  is  concerned,  it  is  never- 
theless a  body  where  public  opinion  can  be  ren- 
dered. Mr.  Ward  knows  how  much  power  this 
Council  would  have,  so  far  as  personal  application 
to  the  Governor  on  this  matter  is  concerned. 
We  all  know  what  conditions  are  at  the  State 
House.  But  we  all  know  that  the  civil  service 
laws  are  being  violated,  and  I  believe  that  this 
is  a  perfectly  proper  place  to  express  our  opinion 
in  the  matter. 

Coun.  WARD — Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  gentleman  a  question.  Does  he  believe 
that  the  passage  of  this  order  would  result  in  the 
removal  of  Mr.  Lupien? 

Coun.  TAYLOR— I  do  not  believe  that  it 
would  result  in  such  removal,  but  I  do  believe 
that  this  is  one  way  of  making  the  Governor  aware 
of  what  he  is  trying  to  do,  and  that  it  may  perhaps 
result  in  his  instructing  Mr.  Lupien  to  carry  out 
the  law  in  a  proper  and  more  efficient  manner. 

The  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


GIVING  OF  BUTTONS  BY  COUNCIL. 

Coun.   SHATTUCK  offered   the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel,  through 
his   Honor   the  Mayor,   be   requested   to   give  an 
opinion  as  to  whether  the  giving  out  to  the  mem- 
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bers  of  the  City  Council  of  buttons  entitling  the 
persons  to  whom  they  are  distributed  to  employ- 
ment by  the  Department  of  Public  Works  as  snow 
shovelers  is  consistent  with  the  provisions  of 
section    8    of   the    City   Charter. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  this  order 
simply  asks  for  an  opinion  from  the  Corporation 
Counsel  upon  the  present  method  of  giving  out 
snow  buttons.  Section  8  of  the  City  Charter, 
Acts  of  1909,  chapter  486,  reads  as  follows: 

"Section  8.  Neither  the  city  council,  nor  any 
member  or  committee,  officer  or  employee  thereof 
shall,  except  as  otherwise  provided  in  this  act, 
directly  or  indirectly  on  behalf  of  the  city  or  of  the 
county  of  Suffolk  take  part  in  the  employment 
of  labor,  .  .  .  nor  in  the  conduct  of  the 
executive  or  administrative  business  of  the  city 
or  county;  nor  in  the  appointment  or  removal  of 
any  municipal  or  county  employee;  nor  in  the 
expenditure  of  public  money  except  such  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  contingent  and  incidental 
expenses  of  the  city  council." 

That  is  the  section  to  which  I  refer  in  the  order, 
and  I  am,  therefore,  asking  for  an  opinion  of  the 
Corporation  Counsel  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SAFETY   CURBS   ON   BRIDGES. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  SCANNELL  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  increase  the  height  of  the  safety  curbs  on  both 
sides  of  the  L  Street  Bridge,  and  other  bridges 
leading  to  South  Boston,  to  18  inches. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  don't 
think  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  talk  upon  this  order 
at  great  length,  but  I  would  simply  like  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  what  occurred  this 
past  week  on  L  Street  Bridge,  when  a  motorist  had 
his  car  skid,  leading  to  a  serious  accident.  About 
a  year  ago  I  was  in  hopes  that  all  the  bridges 
around  Boston  would  have  the  height  of  the 
curbing  increased,  but  unfortunately  money  was 
lacking,  and  such  work  could  not  be  done.  I  trust 
that  the  result  this  year  will  be  better.  With  such 
a  small  sum  of  money  needed  to  fix  up  the 
different  bridges,  I  do  feel,  in  a  matter  that  so 
vitally  concerns  the  safety  of  the  public,  that  the 
Mayor  and  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
will  see  to  it  that  the  height  of  these  safety  curbs 
is  increased.     I  trust  that  the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ABATEMENT   OF   DUMP   NUISANCE. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Health  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  abate  the  nauseating  stench 
emanating  from  the  dump  bounded  by  Gallivan 
Boulevard,  Dorchester  bay  and  Sydney  street, 
Dorcbsstsr 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON— Mr.  President,  the 
dump  referred  to  in  this  order  has  been  a  source 
of  worry  to  the  people  of  Savin  Hill  for  years. 
They  have  continually  tried  to  have  this  nuisance 
abated.  It  has  sometimes  been  abated  for  awhile, 
but  it  is  now  worse  than  it  has  been  for  a  couple 
of  years.  I  fear  that  the  people  will  have  to  go 
to  court  for  abatement  of  the  nuisance  if  something 
is  not  done  immediately. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


INSTALLATION   OF  ELECTRIC   LIGHTS, 
WARD  13. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,     through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  replace  all  gas  street  lamps  in  Ward  13 
with  modern  electric  lights. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


AWARDING   OF   ARCHITECTURAL 
CONTRACTS. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 


adopt  a  policy  wmereby  all  future  architectural 
contracts  will  be  awarded  to  the  lowest  competi- 
tive bidders,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  rentals  in 
housing  projects  are  to  some  extent  detrimental 
not  only  by  operating  expenses  but  also  cost  of 
construction. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  some  few  weeks 
ago  I  sponsored  an  order  requesting  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  to  sponsor  a  W.  P.  A.  project 
whereby  architects  would  be  employed  on  a  com- 
petitive basis  on  W.  P.  A.  projects.  The  Council 
was  told  a  few  days  later  that  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  did  not  have  that  authority.  Then 
the  Council  went  further  and  asked  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  on  what  basis  they  selected 
their  architects,  whether  it  was  on  a  competitive 
basis.  The  chairman  of  the  Housing  Board  said 
that  there  was  no  competitive  bidding,  that  he 
selected  architects  on  a  basis  within  his  own  dis- 
cretion, that  if  he  liked  the  color  of  their  eyes  or 
hair  they  were  all  right.  I  understand  that  other 
Government  agencies  today  are  making  selections 
on  a  competitive  basis,  the  same  as  would  be 
done,  following  the  same  practice  that  is  observed 
in  private  employment.  I  believe  it  is  admitted 
that  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  have  awarded 
over  a  million  dollars  to  private  architects,  and 
they  have  stated  to  the  newspapers  that  they 
have  cut  the  fees  to  around  3  per  cent.  But  the 
members  here  will  well  remember  that  when  the 
Council  questioned  the  Housing  Authority  relative 
to  the  fees,  they  acknowledged  that  they  paid 
anywhere  up  to  4?  per  cent.  Now,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  architects  on  private  work  involving 
millions  of  dollars  are  subject  to  competitive 
bidding,  I  see  no  reason  why  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  should  not  adopt  tlie  same  policy.  The 
lower  the  cost  on  Federal  housing,  naturally,  the 
lower  the  rates  will  be.  Only  last  week,  the  Dean 
of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology's 
architectural  department  contended  that  any 
idea  of  getting  better  housing  would  be  foolish 
unless  politicians  stayed  out,  and  unless  favoritism 
in  Federal  housing  was  abolished  Federal  housing 
was  doomed  to  failure.  I  contend  that  favoritism 
is  going  on  in  this  Federal  housing  in  Boston. 
I  contend  that  the  costs  of  Federal  housing  would 
be  considerably  lower  if  there  were  competitive 
bidding  on  architectural  work,  and  that  that 
would  be  reflected  in  the  rents  that  would  have  to 
be  paid.  I  trust,  Mr.  President,  that  the  Council 
will  pass  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


EXPENSES   OF   BOSTON  HOUSING 
PROJECTS. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Finance  Commis- 
sion, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  re- 
quested to  investigate  costs  and  operating  income 
and  expenses  of  Boston  Housing  projects. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  have  been  a 
member  of  this  Body  for  two  years.  During  that 
time  I  have  honestly  endeavored  to  find  out  the 
facts  pertaining  to  the  operating  expenses  of 
Federal  housing  construction,  and  am  still  in  the 
dark.  It  has  never  been  explained  to  my  satis- 
faction. I  contend,  Mr.  President,  that  the 
Boston  Finance  Commission,  under  the  City 
Charter,  has  power  to  investigate  Federal  housing 
in  Boston,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  City  of  Boston 
has  a  contract  with  the  Boston  Housing  Authority; 
that  the  City  of  Boston,  therefore,  has  a  vested 
interest  in  Federal  housing.  The  Finance  Com- 
mission has  that  power  because  of  the  contract 
that  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  has  with  the 
city,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  Finance  Commission 
would  give  us  a  nonpartisan  investigation  and 
would  enlighten  the  members  of  the  Council  as  to 
what  is  going  on  in  Federal  housing.  Some  time 
ago  I  urged  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  to  file 
its  report  and  its  accounts  in  the  City  Auditor's 
office,  but  nothing  was  done.  When  I  want  in- 
formation about  what  is  going  on  there  I  cannot 
get  it  or  if  information  is  volunteered  it  is  ambiguous 
and  hard  to  understand.  Therefore,  inasmuch  as 
this  Body  saw  fit  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the 
Housing  Authority,  I  believe  we  have  a  right  to 
more  information  about  Federal  housing.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  Council  will  pass  the  order. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


JANUARY    15,    1940. 
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REMOVAL   OF    COBBLESTONES, 
MASSACHUSETTS   AVENUE. 

Coun.  CHASE  and  SHATTUCK  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
arrange  for  the  removal  of  the  cobblestones  on 
Massachusetts  avenue,  from  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  Bridge,  south  of 
Huntington  avenue,  to  Beacon  street,  and  to  have 
same  resurfaced  with  smooth  type  asphalt  pave- 
ment, said  work  to  be  done  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
plan  of  construction;  and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  this  construction  work  be  per- 
formed during  hours  which  will  not  interfere  with 
the  normal  course  of  business. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


OPERATION  OF  BOSTON,  REVERE  BEACH 
AND   LYNN   RAILROAD. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Whereas,  The  Department  of  Public  Utilities  of 
Massachusetts,  by  a  decision  dated  December  11, 
1939,  refused  to  permit  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach 
and  Lynn  Railroad  Company,  a  railroad  lying 
wholly  within  the  Commonwealth  of  M  assachu- 
setts,  and  entirely  under  the  jurisdiction  of  said 
department,  to  cease  operating;  and 

Whereas,  Said  Railroad  Company  thereafter 
secured  a  decree,  on  January  5,  1940,  in  the  District 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of 
Massachusetts,  permitting  said  Railroad  Company 
to  cease  operating  on  January  27,  1940,  thereby 
depriving  6,000,000  passengers  yearly  in  Boston, 
Revere,  Lynn  and  Winthrop  from  transportation; 
and 

Whereas,  Said  District  Court  of  the  United 
States  does  not  possess  jurisdiction  over  said  rail- 
road, since  it  is  wholly  intrastate;  but  that  officials 
of  said  Railroad  Company  have  posted  notices  of 
their  intention,  under  said  decree,  to  cease  operat- 
ing said  railroad  on  January  27,  1940;  and 

Whereas,  The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  Massa- 
chusetts has  jurisdiction  under  General  Laws  of 
Massachusetts,  chapter  160,  sections  128  and  252, 
to  enjoin  officials  of  said  Railroad  Company  from 
ceasing  to  operate  said  railroad;  now,  therefore, 
be  it 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  of  the 
City  of  Boston  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  take  immediate  action,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  legal  representatives  of  the  cities  of 
Revere  and  Lynn,  and  the  Town  of  Winthrop,  by 
petitions  before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of 
Massachusetts,  to  enjoin  the  officials  of  said  Rail-  . 
road  Company  from  ceasing  to  operate  said  rail- 
road on  January  27,  1940,  or  at  any  time  there- 
after. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  the  Narrow 
Gauge  began  operation  in  1874  with  steam  engines 
and  was  successful.  In  1928,  the  former  owner 
died  and  the  road  was  taken  over  by  a  group  of 
bankers,  including  Charles  A.  Collins,  president  of 
the  Lynn  Institution  for  Savings,  and  Joseph  H. 
Soliday,  president  of  the  Franklin  Savings  Bank 
of  Boston.  The  road  was  electrified  and  bonded 
debts  were  increased  from  $1,000,000  to  $2,000,000. 
An  electrical  engineer  was  employed  to  operate  the 
road,  who  did  not  know  the  railroad  business,  and 
the  road  began  to  lose  money.  The  owners  then 
caused  a  bill  to  be  enacted  in  the  General  Court 
for  the  Elevated  to  take  over  part  of  the  Narrow 
Gauge  and  pay  the.  management  $250,000;  and  to 
expend  $1,360,000  to  cover  the  territory  of  Win- 
throp. This  bill  provided  that  Winthrop  should 
have  the  right  to  accept  or  reject  said  bill,  and 
Winthrop  has  rejected  same  at  a  meeting  held 
January  8,  1940.  Then  the  management  of  the 
Narrow  Gauge  filed  a  petition  before  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Utilities  to  be  permitted  to  cease 
operating  said  railroad,  but  said  department  re- 
fused such  permission  and  suggested  that  with 
certain  economies  the  road  would  be  able  to 
operate  at  a  profit.  But  the  bankers  wished  to 
unload  and  get  out  of  the  deal,  and  secured  a  decree 
from  the  United  States  District  Court  to  cease 
operating  the  road,  and  have  posted  notices  on  the 
road  that  they  will  cease  operating  on  January  27, 
1940.  It  would  be  a  disaster  for  Boston  to  lose 
this  railroad  system,  since  it  supplies  rapid  transit 
in  an  area  which  is  not  supplied  by  any  other 
railroad.    The    Town    of    Winthrop    alone    sends 


2,500,000  people  over  the  road  yearly  and  does 
not  have  any  other  means  of  transportation. 
There  are  6,000,000  passengers  from  Boston, 
Revere,  Lynn  and  Winthrop  traveling  over  said 
road  each  year,  and  the  loss  of  this  road  would  be 
greater  than  the  Old  Colony,  which  carries  only 
2,000,000  passengers.  Now,  the  only  method  to 
save  the  road  from  ceasing  to  operate  is  for  this 
Council  to  order  the  Corporation  Counsel  of  the 
City  of  Boston  to  file  a  petition  in  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  of  Massachusetts  to  compel  the 
management  of  the  Narrow  Gauge  to  continue  to 
operate  the  road.  Winthrop  and  Revere  have 
already  taken  action  for  such  purpose.  I  ask  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  for  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  this  order 
is  preceded  by  a  number  of  preambles  containing 
some  recitals  of  supposed  facts  and  some  conclusions 
of  law,  and  this  Council  has  investigated  neither 
the  facts  nor  the  law.  In  spite  of  that  we  are 
now  asked  to  pass  under  suspension  of  the  rule 
an  order  which  we  have  not  heard  until  about 
five  minutes  ago,  and  which  we  have  not  considered. 
If  we  should  adopt  such  an  order  at  this  time, 
under  the  circumstances,  accompanied  by  such  a 
recital  of  facts  and  conclusions  of  law,  it  might 
naturally  be  assumed  that  we  had  thoroughly 
examined  the  question  and  arrived  at  some  definite 
findings  of  fact  based  on  investigation.  Certainly 
no  such  order  should  be  considered  by  us  without 
first  being  sent  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
We  certainly  should  not  adopt  such  recitals 
unless  they  are  based  upon  a  thorough  investi- 
gation on  our  part. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  am 
inclined  to  go  along  with  Councilor  Kelly,  because 
I  believe  the  City  of  Boston  stands  to  lose  plenty 
in  the  event  of  the  discontinuance  of  the  Narrow 
Gauge  Road,  which  now  affords  transportation 
between  Boston  and  a  number  of  the  cities  and 
towns  lying  to  the  north,  between  here  and  Lynn. 
The  discontinuance  of  that  road  certainly  means  a 
great  detriment  to  Boston's  business.  I  feel 
certain  that  the  City  of  Boston  owes  very  definite 
obligations  to  its  citizens  because  of  their  vital 
interest  in  the  continuance  of  the  road.  Feeling, 
as  I  do,  that  this  Council  has  very  definite  obliga- 
tions in  the  matter,  because  of  the  fact  that  it 
should  do  all  that  is  possible  to  protect  the  rights 
of  our  people,  who  are  deeply  concerned  in  the 
transportation  facilities  afforded  by  the  road 
between  Boston,  Lynn,  Revere,  Winthrop  and 
other  towns,  I  shall  vote  for  the  order. 

The  preambles  and  order  were  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 


MUNICIPAL   BUILDING,  WARD    17. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  arrange  for  the  erection  of  a  municipal 
building  centrally  located  in  Ward  17,  to  provide 
gymnasium  facilities,  auditorium  and  such  other 
necessary  municipal  activities  as  might  seem 
appropriate. 

Coun.  WICKES— Mr.  President,  I  respectfully 
request  this  Honorable  Body  to  pass  this  order. 
It  is  something  that  is  unanimously  desired  by 
the  citizens  of  my  ward,  many  of  whom  have 
requested  me  to  submit  the  order  to  the  Body. 
It  has  been  presented  after  due  consideration 
and  very  careful  thought,  realizing  the  fact  that 
Ward  17  at  the  present  time  lacks  a  municipal 
building  where  gymnasium  facilities  might  be 
afforded,  and  where  there-might  be  an  auditorium 
where  the  people  could  gather  to  express  their 
views  on  matters  in  which  they  are  vitally  in- 
terested. We  now  have  no  gymnasium  building 
and  we  have  no  auditorium  where  the  people  can 
gather  to  talk  over  their  community  affairs. 
Consequently,  I  trust  that  the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   CLAIMS. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  report,  as  follows: 

Report  on  petition  of  James  J.  Farrell  (referred 
December  18,  1939)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount 
of  judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of 
his   acts  as  operator   of  motor  vehicle   belonging 
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to  Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works  Department 
—  recommending  passage  of  accompanying  order, 
viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  ninety  dollars  ($90) 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  James  J.  Farrell  in  reim- 
bursement for  amount  of  judgment  issued  against 
him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor 
vehicle  belonging  to  the  Sanitary  Division,  Public 
Works  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 


TRAFFIC     LIGHTS,  CUMMINS     HIGHWAY 
AND   HYDE   PARK  AVENUE. 

Coun.  GOODE  and  LANG  AN  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
make  a  study  of  the  advisability  of  installing 
traffic  lights  at  Cummins  Highway  and  Hyde 
Park  avenue,  an  intersection  where  several  serious 
accidents  have  occurred  in  recent  months. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LOCKERS    AT    HYDE    PARK    MUNICIPAL 
BUILDING. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repair  and  reconstruct,  and  provide 
with  suitable  locks,  all  lockers  at  the  Hyde  Park 
Municipal  Building,  and  to  provide  sufficient 
help  to  keep  said  building  clean  and  attractive 
at  all  times. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  STOWE  ROAD,  WARD  18. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway, 
Stowe  road,  Ward  18,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan 
of  construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BOSTON   RESIDENCE   OF    CITY 
EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  each  department  head  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
a  check  on  his  employees  to  find  out  if  said  em- 
ployees live  in  Boston,  and  if  any  department 
head  finds  any  employee  working  in  his  depart- 
ment living  outside  of  Boston,  he,  the  department 
head,  shall  give  said  employee  sixty  days  in  which 
to  move  back  to  Boston  or  resign  from  his  job. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  there  is  very 
little  I  can  add  to  this  order  other  than  the  fact 
that  for  the  past  fifteen  years  that  I  have  been  in 
politics  I  have  had  a  number  of  city  employees  ' 
registered  in  my  ward  who  live  in  Winthrop, 
Revere,  Everett,  Melrose,  Billerica  and  Lowell, 
who  own  homes  in  those  places,  and  when  you 
talk  with,  some  of  them  they  admit  that  they 
would  resign  and  leave  Boston  entirely  if  they 
were  required  to  live  here.  A  short  time  ago  Fire 
Commissioner  Reilly  took  action  in  regard  to  the 
employees  of  the  Fire  Department  living  within 
the  city  limits.  I  trust  that  this  order  will  be 
passed  by  the  Council  today  and  that  it  may  re- 
sult in  some  of  the  councilors  being  able  to  do 
something  for  those  in  their  districts  who  are  look- 
ing for  city  employment,  because  of  the  fact  that 
a  number  of  these  employees  who  now  live  out- 
side of  the  city  will  resign  and  leave  Boston  rather 
than  live  here.  I  know  of  at  least  four  in  my 
ward  who  would  leave  Boston  entirely  if  this 
order  were  enforced,  leaving  their  jobs  open  for 
Boston  residents. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
heartily  approve  this  order,  and  I  believe  it  should 
also  be  applied  to  the  Boston  school  system. 
There  is  15,500,000  paid  in  salaries  to  school 
teachers,  a  great  many  of  whom  live  outside  of 
Boston,  in  such  places  as  Orangeville,  Ballardvale, 
Sterling  Junction,  and  a  number  of  other  places 
that    we    never    heard    of.     I    think    our    Boston 


people,  who  pay  large  taxes  on  their  little  homes, 
do  not  want  to  pay  the  salaries  of  teachers  who 
do  not  even  live  in  Boston  or  contribute  to  the 
tax  receipts  of  the  city,  and  who  should  be  com- 
pelled to  move  back  to  the  city.  I  think  in  any 
matter  of  this  kind  we  should  think  first  of  the 
welfare  of  the  people  of  our  city.  Of  course,  we 
should  have  the  best  teachers  possible  for  the 
children  in  our  schools,  but  I  don't  think  there  is 
any  reason  why  teachers  who  are  earning  good 
salaries  and  who  live  in  Orangeville.  Ballardvale, 
Tewksbury,  Sterling  Junction  and  other  such 
places  could  not  obtain  good  homes,  where  they 
would  be  just  as  happy,  in  Dorchester,  East 
Boston  or  other  parts  of  our  city.  While  we 
should  maintain  high  standards,  there  certainly 
seems  to  me  to  be  no  good  reason,  financial  or 
otherwise,  why  teachers  who  are  receiving  from 
S3, 300  to  S5.500  a  year  from  the  city  treasury 
should  refuse  to  move  to  Boston  and  bear  their 
share  of  the  burdens  of  this  city.  It  they  will  not 
do  so,  I  believe  action  should  be  taken  which 
would  compel  them  to  do  so. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  ENGLERT,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers 
and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston 
for  the  month  of  January. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


PRINTING  OF  MUXKIl'AL  REGISTER. 

Coun.  LYONS,  for  Coun.  LAXGAX,  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Statistics  Department  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Rules,  to  prepare  and  have  printed  the  Munici- 
pal Register  for  the  current  year;  and  that  the 
Clerk  of  Committees  be  authorized  to  prepare 
and  have  printed  a  pocket  edition  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  City  Government;  the  expense  of  said 
register  and  organization  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  City  Documents. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NEW  BOILERS,   NORTH  BEXNET  STREET 
BUILDING. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That     the     Park     Commissioner    be 

requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Major,  to  im- 
mediately arrange  for  the  installation  of  new 
boilers  at  the  Field  House,  or  Locker  Building, 
on  the  North  Bennet  Street  Playground  in  order 
that  persons  using  this  bath  house  may  have  the 
use  of  hot  water  lor  showers. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  for  several 
years  there  have  been  many  complaints  because 
the  boilers  at  the  Field  House  or  Locker  Building 
of  the  North  Bennet  Street  Playground  have 
needed  repairs  from  time  to  time,  and  while  those 
repairs  have  been  going  on  the  people  of  that  part 
of  the  district  have  not  had  the  proper  facilities 
at  home  for  taking  shower  baths.  A  considerable 
percentage  of  the  residents  in  that  district,  through 
no  fault  of  their  own,  have  no  bathrooms  in  their 
houses,  and  therefore  have  to  depend  on  the  North 
Bennet  Street  Bath  House.  In  all  these  years 
repairs  have  been  going  on  from  time  to  time,  and 
while  they  have  been  in  progress  the  people  have 
been  deprived  of  this  proper  facility.  So  I  ask 
the  Council  to  pass  this  order  so  that  new  boilers 
may  be  installed  there.  It  will  mean  a  saving  of 
the  money  of  the  taxpayers  and  proper  facilities 
in  this  line  for  the  people  of  that  district. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


TRAFFIC  LIGHTS,  GALLIYAX  BOULEVARD 
AXD    WASHIXGTOX   STREET. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
duct a  survey  with  reference  to  installing  traffic 
lights  at  the  junction  of  Gallivan  Boulevard  and 
Washington  street,  Dorchester. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


JANUARY    15,     1940. 
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CONTINUANCE   OF  P.   W.   A. 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  petitions  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
to  continue  for  the  year  1940  appropriations  for 
P.  W.  A.  purposes,  such  as  public  buildings, 
bridges,  highways,  sewer  and  water  systems,  etc., 
in  order  by  such  grants  that  municipalities  may 
make  permanent  improvements  at  reduced  ex- 
pense to  the  taxpayers,  and  in  order  that  employ- 
ment be  given  to  thousands  of  citizens  of  this 
Commonwealth. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

A  recess  was  taken  at  3.22  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  WARD.  The  members  reassembled  at 
5.08  p.  m.,  President  GALVIN  in  the  chair. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  January  8)  appropriating  $19,500  for 
Municipal  Employment  Bureau — that  same  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  22,  nays  0. 

2.  Report  on  resolve  (referred  today)  that 
Governor  call  a  special  session  for  purpose  of 
changing  civil  service  laws  and  restoring  to  civil 
service  employees  protection  they  formerly  had, 
and  that  Governor  request  Civil  Service  Director 
to  refrain  from  interfering  with  mayors  of  cities 
and  towns  in  hiring  of  necessary  employees  to 
enable  them  to  carry  out  public  service — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted ;  resolve  passed. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK  doubted  the  vote,  and 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  resolve  was  passed,  yeas  15,  naj's  5. 

Yeas — Coun.  Coffey,  Englert,  Fish,  Galvin, 
Goode,  Hurley,  Hutchinson,  Kelly,  Langan,  Lyons, 
Russo,  Scannell,  D.  F.  Sullivan,  Taylor,  Wickes 
—15.  ' 

Nays — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Gottlieb,  Linehan, 
Shattuck — 5. 

3.  Report  on  resolve  (referred  today)  that  the 
Governor  request  Director  of  Civil  Service  to 
carry^  out  law  as  interpreted  by  Attorney-General 
pertaining  to  eligibility  of  employees  who  are  paid 
out  of  W.  P.  A.  funds — that  same  ought  to  pass, 
in  following  new  draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be 
requested  to  direct  the  Civil  Service  Commissioner 
not  to  discharge  employees  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
tempprarily  employed  as  cement  inspectors  and 
supervisors,  until  the  legality  of  the  opinion  of 
the  Attorney-General,  in  reference  thereto,  is 
finally  determined  by  the  Superior  Court. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  resolution  in 
new  draft  was  adopted. 

4.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  city 
take  immediate  action,  in  conjunction  with  Revere 
and  Lynn  and  Winthrop,  by  petition  before 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  to  enjoin  officials  of 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  and  Lynn  Railroad  from 
ceasing  operation  of  said  railroad  on  January  27, 
or  at  any  time  thereafter — recommending  passage 
of  order,  as  follows: 

Whereas,  The  Department  of  Public  Utilities 
of  Massachusetts,  by  a  decision  dated  December 
11,  1939,  refused  to  permit  the  Boston,  Revere 
Beach  and  Lynn  Railroad  Company,  a  railroad 
lying  wholly  within  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  entirely  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
said  Department,  to  cease  operating  and 

Whereas,  Said  Railroad  Company  thereafter 
secured  a  decree,  on  January  5,  1940,  in  the 
District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  District 
of  Massachusetts,  permitting  said  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  cease  operating  on  January  27,  1940, 
thereby  depriving  6,000,000  passengers  yearly  in 
Boston,  Revere,  Lynn  and  Winthrop  from  trans- 
portation and 

Whereas,  The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  Massa- 
chusetts has  jurisdiction  under  General  Laws  of 
Massachusetts,  chapter  160,  sections  128  and  252, 


to  enjoin  officials  of  said  Railroad  Company  from 
ceasing  to  operate  said  railroad;  now,  therefore, 
be  it 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  of  the 
City  of  Boston  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  take  immediate  action,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  legal  representatives  of  the  cities  of 
Revere  and  Lynn,  and  the  Town  of  Winthrop,  by 
petitions  before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of 
Massachusetts,  to  enjoin  the  officials  of  said  Rail- 
road Company  from  ceasing  to  operate  said 
railroad  on  January  27,  1940,  or  at  any  time 
thereafter. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  as 
reported  was  passed. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses,  sub- 
mitted the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  (referred  January  8) 
of  Socony  Vacuum  Oil  Company,  Inc.,  for  drive- 
way opening  at  1225  Centre  street — that  leave 
be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  on  usual  condi- 
tions. 

2.  Report  on  petitions  of  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  (referred  today)  for  license  to 
operate  motor  vehicles  between  junction  of  Com- 
monwealth avenue  and  Brighton  avenue  and 
Holton  street,  and  between  junction  of  Allston 
street  and  Glenville  avenue  to  Union  square  and 
Cambridge  street — recommending  that  leave  be 
granted  under  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


REDUCTION  IN  NUMBER  OF  TAXICABS. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  recently  promulgated  order  of  the 
Police  Commissioner  which  will  reduce  the  number 
of  taxicabs  in  the  City  of  Boston  is  not  based  upon 
the  number  of  cabs  in  actual  operation,  but  will 
reduce  these  cabs  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
medallions  which  have  been  issued  by  the  Police 
Commissioner;  and 

Whereas,  The  voters  of  Boston  overwhelmingly 
indicated  their  desire  to  establish  open  stands  for 
all  taxis  in  the  City  of  Boston  in  order  that  all 
taxicab  owners  may  be  treated  equally  and  fairly; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  request 
that  the  Police  Commissioner  reconsider  his  order 
and  also  increase  the  number  of  open  stands  in  the 
City  of  Boston.  ,_ 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  there  are 
approximately  1,261  taxicabs  now  in  operation  in 
the  City  of  Boston,  and  this  number  is  composed 
of  those  belonging  to  various  independent  taxicab 
drivers  and  also  some  large  taxicab  companies. 
The  order  promulgated  by  the  Police  Commis- 
sioner of  the  City  of  Boston  is  based  on  the  number 
of  medallions  or  permits  issued  to  the  various 
taxicab  companies  and  owners.  The  Checker 
Taxicab  Company  operates  on  the  average  about 
two  hundred  taxicabs  daily  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
but  that  company  has,  in  addition  to  the  200  cabs 
in  daily  operation,  seventy-five  cabs  which  are 
either  in  their  garage  or  not  in  use,  and  also  in 
addition  to  these  seventy-five  cabs  they  have 
seventy-seven  unused  medallions.  If  the  Police 
Commissioner  for  the  City  of  Boston,  in  his  efforts 
to  reduce  traffic  congestion  and  further  relieve 
traffic  in  the  city,  honestly  desires  to  reduce  the 
number  of  cabs  in  operation  in  proportion  to  the 
actual  number  of  cabs  in  use,  I  maintain  that  a 
reduction  on  the  basis  of  permits  or  medallions 
will  not  serve  to  take  off  the  roads  or  highways  of 
the  city  any  Checker  cabs  or  Town  Taxi  Company 
cabs,  because  these  companies  will  have  these  ex- 
cess medallions,  and  the  taxicabs  of  these  com- 
panies in  operation  in  our  streets  will  not  be  reduced 
in  number.  But  there  will  be  a  reduction  in  the 
number  of  the  independent  taxicabs,  those  owned 
hy  individual  owners,  and  the  bulk  of  those  come 
from  my  district.  Those  drivers  have  struggled 
for  years  in  an  heroic  effort  to  keep  off  the  W.  P.  A. 
and  welfare  rolls,  and  if  this  order  that  has  been 
promulgated  by  the  commissioner  stays  in  effect 
they  will  be  compelled  to  keep  their  cabs  off  the 
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road  one  day  a  week,  in  accordance  with  the  com- 
missioner's ruling.  I  feel  that  an  order  of  that 
kind  does  not  come  properly  within  the  province  of 
the  Police  Commissioner  of  the  City  of  Boston.  I 
feel  that  it  will  not  relieve  congestion,  but  that  the 
solution  lies  with  more  open  stands  for  operators 
in  this  city.  I  would  like  also  to  point  out  the 
fact  that  the  Checker  Company  has  a  so-called 
blanket  policy  of  insurance  and  that  it  is  not 
necessary  for  them  to  insure  each  cab.  But  the 
independent  owners  pay  premiums  of  $50,000  a 
year  on  their  cabs,  and  if  they  are  not  permitted 
to  run  on  one  day  in  the  week,  the  burden  will  be 
such  that  they  will  be  deprived  of  the  opportunity 
to  make  a  decent  living.  Therefore,  I  ask  this 
Body  to  pass  the  resolution  I  have  offered. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  this  is  a  very 
important  order,  attempting  to  dictate  to  the 
Police  Commissioner,  and  before  doing  so  I  believe 
the  order  should  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee  and  that  the  Police  Commissioner 
should  be  invited  to  our  committee  meeting  to 
explain  his  order. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  is  it  under- 
stood that  the  Police  Commissioner  will  be  asked 
to  appear  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  to  explain? 

President  GALVIN— Yes. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  with  the  understanding  that  the  Police 
Commissioner  will  be  invited  to  attend  the  meeting 
of  the  committee. 


PATROLLING  OF  SOUTH  BOSTON 
BEACHES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  and  LINEHAN  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  assign  a 
detail  of  policemen  in  a  cruising  car  to  patrol  the 
South  Boston  beaches,  between  the  hours  of  12 
and  1  and  after  school  to  prevent  children  from 
risking  their  lives  on  ice  floes. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BRANCH  LIBRARY  GROVE  STREET 
SECTION,  WARD   20. 

Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library 
be  requested,   through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,   to 
include  in  their   1940  budget  a  sum  sufficient  to 


provide  for  the  establishment  of  a  branch  library 
in  the  Grove  street  section  of  Ward  20,  preferably 
in  the  abandoned  school  at  the  corner  of  Wash- 
ington and  Stimson  streets. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC    SIGNALS,  WARD    20. 

Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  automatic  traffic  signals  at  the  following 
locations  in  Ward  20:  Centre  street,  in  front  of 
Holy  Name  Church;  Centre  and  La  Grange  streets. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


W.  P.  A.   SIDEWALK  PROJECT,   WARD  20. 

Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  submit  for  approval  a  W.  P.  A.  project 
which  will  provide  for  the  covering  of  all  gravel 
sidewalks  in  Ward  20,  with  a  bituminous  material. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  TAYLOR,  it  was  voted 
that  when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on 
Monday,  January  29,  at  2  p.  m. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  GOODE,  at 
5.27  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  January  29,  1940, 
at  2  p.  m. 


CORRECTION. 

In  the  meeting  of  December  30,  1939,  page  499, 
second  column,  22  lines  from  bottom,  the  following 
appears  in  the  Minutes: 

"Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Dorchester  if  he 
recalls  how  many  families  from  Dorchester,  who 
were  taken  out  from  their  homes,  were  put  into 
this  Old  Harbor  Village  project? 

Coun.  WILSON— My  recollection  is  about  300. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— I  think  the  number  from 
Dorchester,"  etc. 

"Coun.  SHATTUCK."  here,  should  come  out, 
this  latter  remark  having  been  made  by  Coun. 
Wilson. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  January  29,  1940. 
Regular   meeting   of   the    City    Council   in    the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  p.  m.,  President 
GALVIN  in  the  chair  and  all  the  members  present. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments,  viz.: 

Constables  for  term  of  one  year,  beginning  with 
first  day  of  May,  1939,  with  authority  to  serve 
civil  process  upon  the  filing  of  the  necessary  bonds: 
John  F.  Goff,  294  Bunker  Hill  street,  Ward  2; 
Charles  Keane,  24  Upland  road,  Ward  22;  Harry 
K.  Finstein,  143  Chambers  street,  Ward  3. 

Weighers  of  Coal:  Shirley  Bloom,  562  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  Dorchester,  Mass.;  Harold  Brewer,  40 
Norman  road,  Melrose,  Mass.;  David  Haseltine, 
8  Harrison  street,  Melrose,  Mass.;  William  Mullin, 
26  Granite  street,  Somerville,  Mass.;  Richard  J. 
Welch,  3  Woodville  park,  Roxbury,  Mass. 

Weighers  of  Goods:  Richard  J.  Welch,  3  Wctod- 
ville  park,  Roxbury,  Mass.;  Paul  Edwards,  94 
Topliff  street,  Dorchester,  Mass.;  Howard  Wells, 
402  High  street,  Whitman,  Mass.;  Thomas 
Maloney,  13  Newhall  street,  Boston,  Mass.; 
Albert  J.  Lacroix,  172  Minot  street,  Dorchester, 
Mass. 

Laid  over  for  one  week  under  the  law. 


HEIGHT  OF  SAFETY  CURBS  ON  BRIDGES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  2fi,  1940. 
To  the.  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  January  15,  1940,  concerning  the  increasing 
the  height  of  the  safety  curbs  on  both  sides  of  the 
L  Street  Bridge,  and  other  bridges  leading  to 
South  Boston,  to  18  inches. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

January  23,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  a  City  Council 
order,  of  January  15,  1940,  requesting,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  that  the  height  of  the  safety 
curbs  on  both  sides  of  the  L  Street  Bridge,  and 
other  bridges  leading  to  South  Boston,  be  in- 
creased to  18  inches. 

At  the  present  time  the  height  of  curbs  recom- 
mended have  already  been  installed  on  the  Dover 
Street  and  Dorchester  Avenue  Bridges,  over  Fort 
Point  Channel,  and  on  January  26,  1940,  bids 
will  be  received  for  installing  high  curbs  on  Summer 
Street  Bridge,  over  Fort  Point  Channel;  Summer 
Street  Bridge  (formerly  called  L  Street  Bridge), 
over  Reserved  Channel,  and  Meridian  Street 
Bridge,  over  Chelsea  Creek,  East  Boston. 

In  addition  to  the  bridges  already  named, 
which  lead  to  South  Boston,  over  Fort  Point 
Channel,  the  Northern  Avenue,  Congress  Street 
and  Broadway  Bridges  are  unprovided  for.  Two 
of  these  bridges,  Northern  Avenue  and  Congress 
Street,  by  construction  only  require  partial 
changes  to  provide  adequate  protection.  The 
third  bridge,  Broadway,  needs  extensive  repairs 
and  if  sufficient  funds  are  made  available  in  this 
year's  budget  the  high  curbs  will  be  installed  on 
these  bridges. 

Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.  Hylanb, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


BUDGET   FOR    1940. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  29,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  in  segregated 
form  my  budget  recommendations  for  the  year 
1940,  in  compliance  with  section  3  of  the  amended 
City  Charter.  In  my  opinion  they  represent 
irreducible  minimum  allowances  consistent  with 
the  public  interest.  In  view  of  the  submission  of  a 
budget  smaller  in  amount  than  its  preceding 
budget  for  three  successive  years,  it  is  highly  ques- 
tionable whether  any  further  reductions  can  be 
made  without  seriously  impairing  some  of  the 
many  services  which  the  municipality  is  required 
to  render.  Cognizant,  however,  of  the  preroga- 
tives of  your  Honorable  Body  with  reference  to 
study  and  review,  I  have  for  the  first  time  in  the 
budgetary  history  of  the  city  placed  Boston  upon 
a  twelve-month  budget  basis  through  the  estab- 
lishment of  allotment  controls  pending  passage 
of  the  budget  itself. 


City  Departments. 


1939. 

Appropriations. 

1940. 

Allowances. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

$19,771,961  32 

3,173,736  33 

484,200  38 

2,107,341  90 

244,750  00 

11,534,364  23 

33,770  00 

1,637,400  00 

977,825  00 

$19,741,050  00 

3,101,043  23 

565,510  74 

2,236,676  27 

230,857  00 

11,538,000  00 

31,470  00 

1,418,739  02 

*  782,305  00 

$81,310  36 
129,334  37 

3,635  77 

$30,911  32 

B.     Contractual  Services 

72,693  10 

E.     Materials 

13,893  00 

2,300  00 

218,660  98 

195,520  00 

$39,965,349   16 

$39,645,651   26 

$214,280  50 

$533,978  40 

Net  Decrease,  $319,697.90. 
*  Special  Appropriations  include:    Real  Estate  Division,  $20,000;    Bridges,  repairs,  etc.,  $20,000; 
Reconstruction  of  Library  Roof,   $235,000;    Conventions,   $43,305;    Public   Celebrations,   $39,000;    Con- 
tingent Fund,  $300,000;   Reserve  Fund,  $125,000;   Total,  $782,305 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Personal  Service. 
From  records  at  the  office  of  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner it  is  to  be  noted  that  the  allowance  for 
Personal  Service  is  the  lowest  appropriation  on  a 
full  year  salary  basis,  excepting  pay  cut  years  of 
1933  and  1934,  for  city  departments  since  1928 
There  is  no  specific  allowance  for  an  increase  of 
quota  of  patrolmen  in  the  Police  Department  at 
the  present  time.  In  the  event,  however,  that 
further  consideration  of  the  matter  indicates  its 
necessity,  I  feel  certain  that  the  budget  in  its 
present  form  should  obviate  the  necessity  of  an 
additional  appropration.  It  was  necessary,  be- 
cause of  more  actual  working  days  in  1940  than  in 
1939,  to  provide  $30,000  more  than  last  year  to 
cover  the  compensation  of  per  diem  employees. 
Because  of  the  State  and  Presidential  elections,  the 
Election  Department  will  conduct  three  elections 
this  year  as  against  one  last  year.  A  consequent, 
but  unavoidable,  increase  in  pay  roll  of  $50,000 
because  of  this,  has  been  offset  by  pay  roll  savings 
in  other  departments. 

Contractual  Serv  ces. 
The  reduction  of  $72,693.10  in  this  item  is  dis- 
tributed   over    fourteen    departments.     It    is    the 
lowest  appropriation  request  for  this  item  in  nine- 
teen years. 

Equipment. 

In  1939  the  Equipment  appropriation  was  the 
smallest  in  the  history  of  the  segregated  budget. 
Equipment  replacement  has  been  deferred  to  the 
point  where  it  is  now  imperative  in  certain  classes. 
The  major  portion  of  the  increase  allowed  is  to 
cover  the  purchase  of  an  aerial  ladder,  two  other 
fire-fighting  units,  and  fire  hose.  The  remainder 
of  the  increase  is  to  cover  ordinary  replacements, 
long  deferred. 

Supplies. 

The  allowance  of  1939  for  Supplies  was  the  lowest 
of  nine  years  out  of  the  last  eleven.  Because  of  in- 
creased prices  of  fuel,  medical  and  surgical  supplies, 
and  for  food  necessary  for  the  feeding  of  some  6,500 
patients,  inmates,  and  employees  in  our  hospitals, 
sanatorium,  and  institutions,  provision  has  been 
made  for  a  margin  of  safety  beyond  last  year's 
appropriation  in  the  supply  item  of  this  year's 
budget.     The  increased  allowance  is  §129,334.37. 

Materials. 
The  allowance     for  Materials,  $230,857,  is  the 
lowest  amount  recommended  for  city  departments 
in  the  last  twenty-odd  years. 


Special  Items. 
The  allowance  for  Special  Items,  which  consists 
primarily  of  the  city  appropriation  for  Aid  to 
Dependent  Children,  Dependent  Aid,  and  Old  Age 
Assistance,  is  $11,538,000.  This  is  $3,600  more 
than  last  year's  allowance. 

Relief  Projects. 
The  allowance  for  Relief  Projects  for  the  purpose 
of  defraying  Boston's  share  of  W.  P.  A.  projects  is 
$218,660.98  less  than  last  year.  Boston  averaged 
26,000  people  employed  on  W.  P.  A.  projects  for 
the  first  six  months  of  last  year,  and,  based  on 
present  quotas,  it  is  not  expected  that  Boston  will 
average  more  than  19,000  for  the  same  period  in 
1940.  With  optimism  for  a  building  boom  and  a 
resulting  shortage  of  unemployed  skilled  labor,  it  is 
doubtful  if  as  many  and  as  extensive  W.  P.  A. 
projects  will  be  necessary  this  year. 

Special  Appropriations. 
The  aggregate  of  the  various  allowances  under 
this  group  reflects  a  net  decrease  of  $195,520.  No 
allowance  has  been  made  for  Snow  Removal — its 
need  or  extent  cannot  accurately  be  predetermined. 
If  it  becomes  necessary  I  shall  request  such  an 
appropriation.  An  allowance  of  $25,000  has  been 
made  covering  the  city's  share  of  the  cost  of  the 
American  Legion  National  Convention  which 
Boston  is  privileged  to  have  as  its  guest  this  year. 
The  many  benefits  inuring  to  our  city  and  its 
people  in  themselves  recommend  this  allowance. 
An  allowance  of  $70,000  has  been  made  for  the 
partial  reconstruction  of  the  roof  of  the  Central 
Library,  Copley  square.  The  progressive  deterio- 
ration of  this  tile  roof  has  reached  such  a  stage  that 
it  would  be  uneconomical  to  postpone  this  neces- 
sary reconstruction.  In  this  connection,  permit  me 
to  quote  from  the  estimates  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  on  this  subject:  "The  protection 
of  the  invaluable  book  collections  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library,  the  preservation  of  the  splendid 
library  building  itself,  the  comfort  of  the  public 
using  the  facilities  of  the  library,  and  the  measure 
of  economy  in  the  upkeep  of  the  building,  all  are 
factors  calling  for  serious  consideration  in  relation 
to  this  request."  An  allowance  of  $165,000  has 
been  made  to  supplement  the  appropriation  of 
$87,555.05  in  1939,  for  the  construction  of  the 
men's  dormitory  at  Long  Island,  made  necessary 
by  the  re-possession  by  the  War  Department  of  the 
National  Government  of  its  property  which  had 
been  used  as  a  male  inmates'  dormitory. 


County  Departments. 


1939. 

Appropriations. 


1940. 

Allowances. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


A.  Personal  Service 

B.  Contractual  Services 

C.  Equipment 

D.  Supplies 

E.  Materials 

F.  Special  Items 

H.    Relief  Projects 

Special  Appropriations*. . 


$2,566,054  96 
598,032  50 
74,004  00 
285,230  00 
23,730  00 
53,760  10 
26,500  00 
49,000  00 


$2,591,811  46 

620,847  10 

42,448  00 

273,836  00 

20.250  00 

64,169  76 

24,500  00 

*  1,000  00 


$3,676,311  56 


$3,638,862  32 


$25,756  50 
22,814  60 


10,409  66 


$58,980  76 


S3 1,556  00 

11,394  00 

3,480  00 

2,000  00 
4S.000  00 


$96,430  00 


Net  decrease,  S37.449.24. 
*  Includes  Social  Law  Library,  SI, 000. 


Allowances  for  County  Maintenance  show  a 
decrease  of  S37.449.24  from  1939  appropriations. 
The  above  table  indicates  in  comparative  form  the 
various  factors  contributing  to  this  net  decrease. 


Personal  Service. 
The  increase  in  Personal  Service  is  due  primarily 
to  overlay  on  increment  adjustments. 


Contractual  Services. 
The  increase  of  $22,814.60  in  Contractual 
Services  is  due  to  increased  allowances  for  fees 
for  jurors  and  witnesses  for  the  Suffolk  Superior 
Court  (the  allowances  of  1939  were  insufficient 
for  that  purpose),  and  to  an  allowance  of  $9,500 
for  binding  of  the  consolidated  indexes  of  the 
Probate  Court  under  the  provisions  of  General 
Laws,  chapter  217,  section  15. 
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Equipment. 
The  decrease  in  this  item  is  practically  all  due 
to  reduced  equipment  allowances  for  the  Suffolk 
County  Court  House.  The  appropriation  of  1939 
was  larger  than  normal  because  of  the  requests 
for  purchasing  additional  equipment  incidental 
to  the  opening  of  the  new  court  house. 


Special  Items. 
The  increase  in  Special  .Items  is  due  to  the 
necessity  of  providing  overlay  for  the  pension 
of  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Municipal  Court  and 
also  for  overlay  for  the  pension  of  the  Chief 
Probation  Officer  of  the  same  court.  The  sum 
of  $5,000  has  been  appropriated  as  working  capital 
for  the  House  of  Correction  "Industries  Account." 


Revenue  Departments. 


' 

1939. 

Appropriations. 

1940. 

Allowances. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

$1,256,086  08 

228,071  00 

43,547  90 

39,630  90 

180,245  00 

16,144  05 

100,000  00 

109,000  00 

$1,239,800  00 

210,965  80 

49,084  00 

42,864  00 

154,365  00 

16,625  28 

94,000  00 

108,000  00 

$5,536  10 
3,233  10 

481  23 

$16,286  08 

17,105  20 

E.     Materials 

25,880  00 

6,000  00 

1,000  00 

$1,972,724  93 

$1,915,704  08 

$9,250  43 

$66,271  28 

Net  Decrease,  $57,020  85. 


Although  the  revenue  departments  of  the  city 
are  self-sustaining  and  are  not  provided  for  from 
tax  collections,  but  from  fees  charged  for  their 
services,  there  is  given  above  for  your  information 
a  comparative  statement  of  allowances  for  these 
groups. 

Respectfully, 
v  Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Appropriations  and  Tax  Orders  For  the  Financial 
Year  1940. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
payable  during  the  financial  year  beginning  with 
the  first  .day  of  January,  1940,  for  performing  the 
duties  and  exercising  the  powers  devolved  by 
statute  or  ordinance,  or  by  vote  of  the  City  Council 
during  the  year,  upon  the  City  of  Boston,  or 
County  of  Suffolk,  or  the  departments  or  officers 
thereof,  the  respective  sums  of  money  specified 
in  the  tables  and  schedules  hereinafter  set  out  be, 
and  the  same  are,  hereby  appropriated  for  the 
several  departments  and  for  the  objects  and 
purposes  hereinafter  stated. 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriation  for  Water 
Service,  current  expenses,  and  the  payment  of  the 
State,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  488  of  the 
Acts  of  1895  and  acts  in  addition  or  amendment 
thereto,  and  for  the  interest  and  debt  requirements 
or  for  loans  issued  for  water  purposes  be  met  by 
the  income  of  said  works  and  any  excess  over 
income  from  taxes;  that  the  appropriation  for 
Printing  Department  be  met  by  the  department 
income  and  any  excess  over  income  from  taxes; 
and  the  appropriation  for  the  City  Record  be  met 
by  the  income  of  said  publication  and  any  excess 
over  income  from  taxes;  and  the  appropriation 
for  the  Traffic  Tunnel  be  met  by  the  income  from 
tolls  and  any  excess  over  income  from  taxes,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  11, 
chapter  297,  of  the  Acts  of  1929,  as  amended  by 
chapter  74  of  the  Acts  of  1935;  and  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Real  Estate  Division  be  met  by  the 
income  of  said  division,  exclusive  of  proceeds  from 
the  sale  of  foreclosed  property,  and  any  excess 
over  income  from  taxes;  that  the  other  appropria- 
tions hereinafter  specified  be  met  out  of  the 
money  remaining  in  the  treasury  at  the  close  of 
business  on  December  31,  1939,  exclusive  of  the 
money  raised  by  loan  or  needed  to  carry  out  the 
requirements  of  any  statute,  gift,  trust  or  special 
appropriation  by  the  income  of  the  financial 
year  beginning  January  1,  1940,  and  by  taxes  on 
the  polls  and  estates  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  by 
the  proceeds  of  any  duly  authorized  loans. 

Ordered,  That  all  sums  of  money  which  form  no 
part  of  the  income  of  the  city,  but  shall  be  paid 
for  services  rendered  or  work  done  by  any  depart- 


ment or  division  for  any  other  department  or 
division,  or  for  any  person  or  corporation  other 
than  the  City  of  Boston  be  paid  into  the  general 
treasury,  and  that  all  contributions  made  to  any 
appropriation  be  expended  for  the  objects  and 
purposes  directed  by  the  several  contributors 
thereof. 

Ordered,  That  all  taxes  raised  to  meet  the 
appropriations  of  the  city  and  all  taxes  assessed 
for  meeting  the  city's  proportion  of  the  State  tax 
for  the  year  1940,  or  for  any  other  taxes  or  assess- 
ments payable  to  the  Commonwealth  shall  be 
payable  in  two  equal  installments,  on  July  first 
and  on  October  first  of  1940;  that  interest  shall  be 
charged  on  all  taxes  remaining  unpaid  after  the 
first  day  of  November,  1940,  in  accordance  with 
-  the  provisions  of  chapter  59,  section  57,  of  the 
General  Laws,  as  amended,  until  paid,  except 
the  taxes  assessed  upon  shares  of  national  banks, 
which  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent 
per  annum  from  the  first  day  of  October,  1940, 
until  paid,  and  that  all  interest  which  shall  have 
become  due  on  taxes  shalL-be  added  to  and  be 
part  of  such  taxes. 

Ordered,  That  except  as  the  appropriation  for 
any  purpose  or  item  shall  be  increased  by  addi- 
tional appropriations  or  transfers  lawfully  made, 
no  money  shall  be  expended  by  any  department 
for  any  of  the  purposes  or  items  designated  in  the 
tables  and  schedules  hereinafter  set  out  in  excess 
of  the  amount  set  down  as  appropriated  for  such 
specific  purpose  or  item. 

City  Departments. 
General  Government. 

Allowances. 

Mayor,  Office  Expenses $76,395  00 

City  Council 86,062  00 

City  Council  Proceedings , 10,750  00 

Art  Department 409  00 

Assessing  Department 294,397  00 

Assessing — Valuation  Survey  ...  — ■ 

Auditing  Department 83,745  00 

Boston  Retirement  Board 32,751   50 

Budget  Department 13,783  00 

City  Clerk  Department s. •  45,615  00 

City  Planning  Board 12,555  00 

Collecting  Department 157,501   14 

Election  Department i 249,610  00 

Finance  Commission 50,000  00 

Law  Department ■ 156,265  00 

Licensing  Board 53,805  00 

Public  Buildings  Department 430,285  66 

Real   Estate    Division    Repairs, 

Etc — 

Registry  Department 56,393  00 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Allowances. 

Sinking  Funds  Department $2,615  00 

Statistics  Department 8,639  00 

Supply  Department 53,595  50 

Treasury  Department 73,081  00 

Total $1,948,252  80 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property. 

Boston  Traffic  Commission $142,602  50 

Building  Department 172,090  00 

Board  of  Appeal 12,857  40 

Board  of  Examiners 4,611  00 

Fire  Department 4,012,057  00 

Wire  Division 83,374  40 

Police 5,877,850  00 

Weights  and  Measures 46,133  50 

Total $10,351 ,575  80 

Public  Health. 

Health  Department $890,782  00 

Hospital  Department 3,259,863  52 

Sanatorium  Division 642,798  00 

Total $4,793,443  52 

Highways. 

Boston  Port  Authority $61,664  92 

Street  Laying-Out 152,663  00 

Total $214,327  92 

Public  Works. 

Central  Office $32,038  50 

Bridge  Service 423,749  50 

Bridges,  Repairs,  etc 20,000  00 

Ferry  Service 221,634  90 

Ferry  Improvements 

Lighting  Service 929,708  00 

Paving  Service 930,321  00 

Street  Signs — 

Granolithic  Sidewalks — 

Reconstruction  of  Streets — 

Snow  Removal — 

Hurricane  Expense — 

Sanitary  Service 2,016,387  50 

Sewer  Service 460,197  50 

Sewerage  Works — 

Total $5,034,036  90 

Public  Welfare  and  Relief. 
Institutions  Department: 

Central  Office $42,070  50 

Child  Welfare  Division 349,540  50 

Long  Island  Hospital 773,493  00 

Inmates'      Dormitory,      Con- 
struction of 165,000  00 

Steamer  "Stephen  J.  O'Meara"  51,895  00 

Rainsford  Island,  Care  of — 

Public  Welfare  Department: 

Central  Office 10,924,696  20 

Temporary  Home 9,775  00 

Wayfarers'  Lodge 13,430  00 

Soldiers'  Relief  Department 676,338  10 

Work  Relief  Program 1 ,418,739  02 

Total $14,394,977  32 

Libraries. 

Library  Department $1,251,855  00 

Reconstruction    of    the    Central 

Library  Roof 70,000  00 

Total $1,321,855  00 

Recreation. 

Park  Department $945,298  50 

Reconstruction  and  Repairing  of 
Parkways  and   Roadways   by 

Contract — 

Conventions  and  Entertainment 

of  Distinguished  guests 43,305  00 

Public  Celebrations 39,000  00 

Tercentenary  Celebration — 

Total $1,027,603  50 

Unclassified. 

City  Documents $17,000  00 

Contingent  Fund 300,000  00 

Reserve    Fund. 125,000  00 

Municipal  Advertising — 

Special  Statutes,  Publication  of . . . .  — 

Total $442,000  00 


Public  Service  Enterprises. 

Allowances. 

Market $15,309  00 

Cemeteries. 
Park  Department: 

Cemetery  Division $52,269  50 

Recapitulation. 

General  Government SI  .948,252  80 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property,    10.351,575  80 

Public  Health 4,793.443  52 

Highways 214,327  92 

Public  Works 5,034,036  90 

Public  Welfare  and  Relief 14,424.977  32 

Libraries 1,486,855  00 

Recreation 1.027.603  50 

Unclassified 442,000  00 

Public  Service  Enterprises 15,309  00 

Cemeteries 52,269  50 

Grand  Total $39,625,651  26 


County  Departments. 

Central  Courts. 

Allowances. 

Supreme  Judicial  Court $56,755  40 

Superior      Court,      Civil     Session, 

General  Expenses 449,033  23 

Superior     Court,     Civil     Session, 

Clerk's   Office 183,264  22 

Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session..  492,473  06 

Municipal  Court,   City  of  Boston,  513,485  99 

Boston  Juvenile  Court 29,779  97 

Total $1,724,791   87 

District  Courts. 

Municipal      Court,       Charlestown 

District $33,456  80 

East  Boston  District  Court 31,139  50 

Municipal     Court,    South    Boston 

District 34,510  88 

Municipal        Court,        Dorchester 

District 45,470  16 

Municipal  Court,  Roxbury  Dis- 
trict   118,476  95 

Municipal    Court,    West    Roxbury 

District 43,637  81 

Municipal  Court,  Brighton 

District 22,353  00 

District  Court  of  Chelsea 40,457  32 

Total $369,502  42 

Corrections. 

Jail S209.980  83 

Penal  Institutions  Department: 

Office  Expenses 39,359  59 

House  of  Correction 417.017  96 

Steamer  "Michael  J.  Perkins"...  56,740  60 

Total S723.098  98 

Medical  Examinations. 

Medical  Examiner  Service,  North- 
ern Division $24,631  67 

Medical  Examiner  Service,  South- 
ern Division 16,563  87 

Associate  Medical  Examiner  Serv- 
ice, Northern  Division 2,045  00 

Associate  Medical  Examiner  Serv- 
ice, Southern  Division 1,805  00 

Total $45,045  54 

Miscellaneous  Expenses. 

Auditing  Department S16.046  81 

Budget  Department 5,191   18 

Collecting  Department 800  00 

Sheriff 4,875  00 

Treasury  Department 5,925  00 

Total $32,837  99 

Public  Works. 
Granite  Avenue  Bridge $3,606  30 
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Registration  of  Records. 

Allowances. 

Registry  of  Deeds $193,547  59 

Index  Commissioners 26,295  33 

Land  Court — 

Probate  Court 36,110  00 

Totals $255,952  92 

Unclassified. 
Suffolk  County  Courthouse  Custo- 
dian   $332,931  66 

Supplementary  Maintenance  of 
Young's  Hotel,  Temporary 
Courthouse    Accommodation, 

Rental  of — 

County  Buildings 86,484  64 

Insanity  Cases 39,110  00 

Social  Law  Library 1,000  00 

Apportionment  Commission — 

Total $459,526  30 

Work  Relief  Program $24,500  00 

Recapitulation. 

Central  Courts $1,724,791  87 

District  Courts 369,502  42 

Corrections 723,098  98 

Medical  Examinations 45,045  54 

Miscellaneous  Expenses 32,837  99 

Public  Works 3,606  30 

Registration  of  Records 255,952  92 

Unclassified 459,526  30 

Work  Relief  Program 24,500  00 

Total $3,638,862  32 


Revenue  Departments. 

Allowances. 

Printing  Department $335,990  78 

Departmental     Stationery     and 

Postage 108,000  00 

City  Record,  Publication  of .  .  .  34,579  50 

Real  Estate  Division 20,000  00 

Public  Works: 

Water  Service 1,090,617  00 

Sumner  Traffic  Tunnel 236,817  00 

Service     Mains     and     Relaying 

Mains — 

Collecting— Water  Division ....  109,499  80 

Auditing— Water  Division 200  00 

Total $1,935,704  08 


Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


FLOODING    OF    WARD    19    PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  26,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I    transmit    herewith    letter    from 

the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to  your 

order  of  January  8,  1940,  concerning  the  flooding 

for  skating  purposes,  Healey  Playground,  Ward  19. 

Respectfully, 

Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  January  17,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of 
January  15  with  inclosure,  order  of  the  City 
Council  concerning  the  flooding  of  Healey  Play- 
ground for  skating  purposes. 

Healey  Playground  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
city,  but  it  is  not  graded  for  skating.  At  the 
lower  end  of  the  playground  is  Stony  Brook  and 
the  entire  playing  area  is  graded  toward  this 
brook  for  the  purpose  of  draining  the  field  so 
that  it  is  usable  as  soon  as  possible  after  rain 
storms.  Incidentally,  the  ground  is  very  porous. 
In  former  years  dikes  have  been  built  in  an  attempt 
to  provide  a  skating  area,  without  any  success. 

It  would  entail  a  large  expenditure  of  money 
to  comply  with  this  request,  that  is,  to  provide 
an  adequate  skating  area.  Fallon  Field  is  less 
than  a  quarter  mile  distant  and  has  been  used  by 
the  Mount  Hope  and  Roslindale  districts  for 
many  years  for  a  skating  area. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


IMPROVEMENT   OF   WILLIAM   EUSTIS 

PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  26,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to  your 
order  of  January  8,  1940,  concerning  the  preparing 
and  presenting  for  the  approval  of  the  W.  P.  A. 
authorities,  a  project  for  the  complete  improve- 
ment of  the  William  Eustis  Playground  on  Norfolk 
avenue,  Roxbury,  and  to  place  it  in  modern  and 
first-class  condition  for  the  enjoyment  of  the 
people  of  the  district. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  January  17,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  January 
15  with  inclosure,  order  of  the  City  Council  that 
this  department  prepare  and  present  to  the  W.  P.  A. 
authorities  a  project  for  the  complete  improve- 
ment of  the  William  Eustis  Playground,  Roxbury. 
Please  be  informed  it  is  a  pleasure  to  comply 
with  the  request  and  a  project  will  be  started 
immediately  to  regrade  the  playground,  repair 
settees,  provide  additional  fences,  improve  the 
field,  etc. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


HOCKEY    RINK,    SAVIN    HILL    PLAY- 
GROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  26,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to  your 
order  of  December  30,  1939,  concerning  the 
installation  of  a  hockey  rink  at  the  Savin  Hill 
Playground,  Ward  13. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  January  11,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  January 
9  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  con- 
cerning the  installation   of   hockey  rinks   at  the 
Savin  Hill  Playground. 

Please  be  informed  that  as  soon  as  the  carpenters 
are  available,  I  will  have  them  build  a  rink  in  Savin 
Hill  Playground.  The  work  is  piling  up  to  such  an 
extent  with  the  building  of  rafts,  runways,  etc., 
there  will  be  some  little  delay,  but  we  will  get  to  it 
as  soon  as  we  possibly  can. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING  OF  ST.  GREGORY'S  COURT. 
The  following  was  received :- 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  26,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  December  18,  1939,  concerning  the  resurfacing 
of  St.  Gregory's  court,  from  Dorchester  avenue  to 
Avondale  place,  Ward  17. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  January  8,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear   Mr.   Doyle, — This  is   in   reference  to   the 
following  order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  December  18: 
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"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  St.  Gregory's  court,  from  Dorchester 
avenue  to  Avondale  place,  Ward  17." 

St.  Gregory's  court  is  a  private  way  and,  under 
the  provisions  of  statute  law,  this  department  has 
no  right  to  enter  such  a  street  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  street  improvements. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners to  accept  this  street  as  a  public  high- 
way, in  order  that  this  department  may  have  the 
necessary  authorization  to  comply  with  the  pro- 
visions of  this  order. 

Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING  OF  DORCHESTER  AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  2G,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  December  4,  1939,  concerning  the  resurfacing 
with  smooth  paving,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project,  Dor- 
chester avenue,  Ward  16,  from  the  Rapid  Transit 
Bridge  to  Gallivan  Boulevard. 

Respectfully, 
Matjkice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public     Works    Department, 

January  6,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — This  is  in  reference  to  the 
following  order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  December  4,  1939: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project,  Dorchester  avenue,  Ward  16,  from  the 
Rapid  Transit  Bridge  to  Gallivan  Boulevard." 

Dorchester  avenue,  from  the  Rapid  Transit 
Bridge  to  Gallivan  Boulevard,  is  now  surfaced 
with  granite  block,  with  the  exception  of  that  part 
from  Dix  to  Mather  streets,  and  from  King  to 
Rosedale  streets,  which  sections  are  surfaced  with 
a  sheet  asphalt  pavement.  The  general  con- 
dition of  the  surface  is  satisfactory,  except  that 
section  in  the  vicinity  of  Fields  Corner. 

While  it  unquestionably  would  be  beneficial  to 
resurface  the  section  of  Dorchester  avenue  be- 
tween the  limits  specified  in  the  Council  order, 
with  bituminous  concrete  pavement,  the  result 
obtained  would  not  be  entirely  satisfactory, 
unless  the  street  car  tracks  were  removed.  I 
have  taken  up  the  removal  of  the  street  car  tracks 
with  the  officials  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway, 
and  they  are  opposed  to  such  a  proposal,  as  they 
use  the  tracks  for  the  purpose  of  transferring  cars 
from  the  Ashmont  Station  to  the  car  barn  at 
Fields  Corner. 

The  resurfacing,  in  its  entirety,  of  the  section  of 
Dorchester  avenue,  as  called  for  in  the  order, 
would  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  justified  at  this 
time. 

The  department  will,  however,  submit  a  project 
to  the  W.  P.  A.  authorities  for  the  resurfacing  of 
that  section  from  the  Rapid  Transit  Bridge  to 
Gibson  street.  It  is  contemplated  that  a  start 
will  be  made  on  this  project  early  this  spring. 

I  do  not  feel  that  there  is  any  necessity  of  re- 
surfacing the  section  from  Gibson  street  to  the 
Ashmont  Station,  before  1941  or  1942.  The 
section  from  Ashmont  Station  to  Gallivan 
Boulevard  is  in  an  excellent  condition,  and  should 
not  require  resurfacing  for  at  least  five  years. 
Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


VETO   OF   DRIVEWAY   PERMIT. 
The  following  was  received 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  29,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved  and 
without  my  signature  permit  for  a  driveway 
opening  at  27-31  Brighton  avenue,  Allston,  Mass. 


The  opening  in  question  appears  to  exceed 
normal  requirements,  and  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  has  disapproved  the  granting  of 
the  permit. 

For  these  reasons,  I  feel  it  incumbent  upon  me 
to  veto  the  attached  permit. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


CITY    EMPLOYEES    LIVING    OUTSIDE 

BOSTON. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  Januarv  26,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Corporation  Counsel  relative  to  your  order  of 
January  15,  1940,  concerning  the  making  a  check 
on  his  employees  to  find  out  if  said  employees 
live  in  Boston,  and  if  any  department  head  finds 
any  employee  working  in  his  department  living 
outside  of  Boston,  he,  the  department  head,  shall 
give  said  employee  sixty  days  in  which  to  move 
back  to  Boston  or  resign  from  his  job. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  January  22,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — You  have  sent  me  for  con- 
sideration and  report  the  following  order  of  the 
City  Council  passed  on  January  15,  1940 : 

"Ordered,  That  all  department  heads  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make  a 
check  on  his  employees  to  find  out  if  said  employees 
live  in  Boston,  and  if  any  department  head  finds 
any  employee  working  in  his  department  living 
outside  of  Boston,  he,  the  department  head,  shall 
give  said  employee  sixty  days  in  which  to  move 
back  to  Boston  or  resign  from  his  job." 

This  order  seems  to  me  to  be  so  far  beyond  the 
powers  of  the  Council  and  in  so  many  respects 
that  it  is  unnecessary  to  go  into  the  subject  matter 
of  it  at  great  length.  Brief  mention  of  only  two 
aspects  of  the  order  should  suffice. 

In  the  first  place,  the  order  clearly  violates  the 
prohibition  contained  in  section  8  of  the  Citv 
Charter  (Acts  of  1909,  chapter  486)  against  the 
City  Council  taking  part  in  the  "conduct  of 
the  executive  or  administrative  business  of  the 
city",  if  for  no  other  reason  than  that  it  purports 
to  direct  your  Honor  to  require  your  department 
heads  to  adopt  a  specific  course  of  action. 

In  the  second  place,  the  effect  of  the  order  would 
be  to  require,  as  a  result  of  Council  action,  the 
removal  of  employees  for  reasons  not  contem- 
plated by  the  civil  service  laws  of  the  Common- 
wealth. As  pointed  out  bv  former  Corporation 
Counsel  Frank  S.  Deland  on  February  23,  1927, 
in  an  opinion  to  the  Clerk  of  Committees  of  the 
City  Council, — "The  Legislature  has  spoken  on 
the  subject  of  the  employment,  of  persons  in  the 
city  government  and  has  failed  to  restrict  employ- 
ment to  residents  only"  and,  therefore,  "the  City 
Council  has  no  right  to  pass  an  ordinance  which 
is  inconsistent  with  legislative  policy  as  indicated 
by  the  civil  service  laws  of  this  Commonwealth." 
Respectfully  yours, 

Henry  Parkman,  Jr., 
Corporation  Counsel. 

Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Baker  &  Co.,  for  reimbursement  for  repairs  to 
concrete  mixer  lent  to  Park  Department. 

Mary  H.  Cardoza,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Sumner 
Tunnel. 

Hazel  Doueette,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  coat  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Summer 
street. 

Henry  J.  Duemmling,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 
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Francis  M.  Fonseca,  to  be  reimbursed  for  serv- 
ices rendered  to  Board  of  Assessors. 

John  F.  Gallagher,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
ment issued  against  him. 

Samuel  Gordon,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Mona  M.  Grant,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Savin  Hill 
avenue. 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Hanson,  for  compensation  for  dam" 
age  to  property  at  44  Rockwell  street,  caused  by 
city  employees. 

Anthony  Houtenbrink,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Myer  Kasoff,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Crawford  street, 
Roxbury. 

Ralph  Massa,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  caused  by  city  motor  vehicle. 

Hugh  A.  McLellan,  for  daughter  Dorothy 
McLellan,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  an  alleged  defect  in  Tileston  School. 

Mary  C.  O'Keefe,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  311  Meridian 
street. 

Primus  Hat  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  39  Kingston  street,  caused 
by  defective  water  pipes. 

Helen  Rose,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  by  city  car. 

Josephine  Sanford,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  53  Rockwell  street,  caused  by 
city  employees. 

Edgar  Shaw,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
ear  by  city  wagon. 

James  Speranza,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Augustus 
avenue,  Roslindale. 

Elroy  S.  Stover,  for  injuries  caused  by  an  alleged 
defect  at  Quincy  Market. 

Maria  E.  Wahlstrom,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  47  Rockwell  street,  caused 
by  city  employees. 

Whiting  Milk  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  horse  and  wagon  caused  by  an  alleged 
defect  in  Meridian  street. 

Joseph  E.  Ziniti,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Executive. 

Petition  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Winchus,  South  Boston  Municipal 
Building,  January  28. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 
Petitions  for  driveway  openings: 
City  of  Boston,  at  30  Alford  street,  Ward  2. 
Henry    C.    Brookings,    Beverly    and    Causeway 
streets,  Ward  3. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   GOVERNOR. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  appointments  by  the  Governor  as  follows: 

On  August  12,  1939,  Arno  I.  Drew,  as  member 
of  Suffolk  County  Court  House  Commission,  for 
term  of  five  years  ending  August  12,  1944. 

On  December  20,  1939,  Elias  F.  Shamon,  as 
member  of  Finance  Commission,  for  remainder  of 
term  of  five  years  ending  August  18,  1940. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT    OF    THOMAS    F.    KELLY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  appoint- 
ment of  Thomas  F.  Kelly  of  203  Boylston  street- 
Jamaica  Plain,  as  member  of  Board  of  Zoning 
Adjustment,  for  term  ending  April  30,  1944. 

Placed  on  file. 


ELECTION   OF   PUBLIC   WELFARE 
DEPARTMENT   SECRETARY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Over- 
seers of  the  Public  Welfare  of  election  on  January 
15,  1940,  of  William  G.  O'Hare  as  secretary  of  the 
Board. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPORT    OF    FINANCE    COMMISSION    RE 
BUDGET  PROCEDURE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 

Finance  Commission, 
January  17,  1940. 
To   the    Special    Commission    to    Study    Boston 
Budget  and  Appropriating  Procedure. 

Gentlemen, — The  Finance  Commission  submits 
herewith  this  additional  contribution  to  the  dis- 
cussions before  your  commission  on  budgets  and 
budget  procedure  in  the  City  of  Boston.  In  this 
communication  the  commission  offers  its  views  in 
regard  to  the  appropriation  practices  within  the 
organization  of  the  School  Committee. 

The  right  of  the  School  Committee  to  appropriate 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  school  system  is  now 
established  by  the  application  of  a  number  of 
statutes  adopted  originally  at  widely  different 
periods  of  the  last  four  or  five  decades.  Until  1936 
the  appropriating  power  was  based  on  tax  limits 
for  various  purposes  plus  the  right  to  add  un- 
expended balances  of  previous  years'  appropria- 
tions and  the  excess  in  actual  receipt  of  income 
over  the  original  estimate  of  income. 

The  build-up  of  the  school  tax  limits  began  in 
1889  and  continued  over  a  long  period  in  piecemeal 
fashion.  In  1935  there  were  nine  separate  limits 
authorizing  appropriation  for  school  purposes, 
plus  the  above-mentioned  balances  and  excess 
income. 

As  a  result  of  general  dissatisfaction  with  this 
method  of  determining  the  School  Committee's 
right  of  appropriation,  the  Legislature  in  1936 
made  an  attempt  to  simplify  the  procedure  and  at 
the  same  time  to  give  to  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  a  measure  of  control  over  school  appro- 
priations. Chapter  224  of  1936  eliminated  tax 
limit  appropriating  power  based  on  average  valua- 
tion for  three  years  for  all  items  except  (1)  for  the 
construction  and  furnishing  of  new  buildings,  etc. 
(2)  for  the  alteration  and  repair  of  school  buildings 
and  for  furniture,  etc.  The  authority  given  by 
previous  statutes  to  appropriate  a  sum  not  to 
exceed  50  cents  per  $1,000  of  the  average  valua- 
tions for  the  one  and  85  cents  per  $1,000  for  the 
other  was  continued  in  this  1936  statute. 

In  addition  to  these  two  tax  limits  for  construc- 
tion and  physical  maintenance  of  the  school  plant, 
the  1936  statute  gave  the  School  Committee  the 
right  to  appropriate  "for  all  other  school  purposes, 
the  sum  of  fifteen  million  one  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  dollars."  The  statute  added  that  "un- 
expended appropriation  balances  may  be  re- 
appropriated   for   their   respective    purposes;   and 

.  .  .  an  amount  equal  to  the  money  that  may 
be  given,  and  the  income  collected  for  school  pur- 
poses, as  estimated  by  said  committee,  may  be 
appropriated"  for  all  other  school  purposes. 

Then,  having  given  to  the  School  Committee  a 
strictly  limited  right  to  appropriate,  the  Legisla- 
ture left  the  door  open  for  the  procurement  of  more 
funds  for  school  purposes  by  insertion  of  the 
sentence  "Nothing  in  this  section  shall  prevent  the 
Mayor,  on  request  of  the  School  Committee,  from 
recommending  and  the  City  Council  from  passing 
additional  appropriations  for  school  purposes." 
In  no  other  section  of  this  statute  and  in  no  other 
statute  in  force  in  the  last  half  century  has  author- 
ity in  school  affairs  been  delegated  to  the  City 
Council  in  Boston. 

The  remainder  of  chapter  224  of  1936  merely 
restated  the  provision  already  in  existence  requiring 
mayoral  approval  of  appropriation  orders  of  the 
School  Committee  and  requiring  a  four-fifths  vote 
of  the  School  Committee  to  pass  them  over  the 
Mayor's  veto. 

As  a  result,  this  complicated  method  of  deter- 
mining the  School  Committee's  right  of  appro- 
priation as  it  stands  today  ends  up  by  giving  to  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  the  right  to  determine  the 
maximum  limit  of  expenditure  for  the  schools. 

In  practical  result  the  1936  statute  did  not 
greatly  alter  the  previous  situation.  The  earlier 
statutes  had  already  provided  a  generous  appro- 
priation right  for  the  School  Committee.  It  is 
only  when  the  Committee  will  desire  to  exceed  its 
generous  right  and  request  the  Mayor  to  make 
additional  appropriation  that  the  new  authority 
will  come  into  play.  Such  a  contingency  appears 
remote. 

Form  of  School  Budget. 

The  routine  work  of  preparation  of  the  budget  of 
the  School  Committee  has  been  delegated  by  a  rule 
of  the  Committee  to  the  Business  Manager.     Under 


86 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


this  authority  the  Business  Manager  has  worked 
out  a  form  of  estimate  which  divides  the  total 
budgetary  need  into  the  requirements  by  functions 
of  the  school  system  and  subdivides  the  main 
functional  estimates  into  the  requirements  by 
school  units. 

The  appropriations  are  finally  adopted  by  the 
School  Committee  in  an  order  which  divides  the 
total  of  the  estimates  into  fifteen  sums,  each  of 
which  provides  for  a  definite  objective  activity  of 
the  school  system.  The  order  of  appropriation 
plainly  states  that  the  lump  sums  thus  voted  are 
based  on  the  detailed  estimates.  Separate  appro- 
priation is  made  for  the  physical  maintenance  of 
the  plant  and  for  new  buildings  in  accordance  with 
the  tax  limits  stated  in  the  statutes. 

This  form  of  appropriation  order  preserves 
complete  control  of  expenditure  in  the  School 
Committee.  It  is  worked  out  in  great  detail, 
and  contains  no  loophole  by  which  the  intention 
of  the  appropriating  body  can  be  circumvented  in 
expenditures. 

Preparation  of  School  Budget. 

The  Business  Manager  occupies  a  position  in 
budget  making  in  the  School  Committee  similar 
to  that  of  the  Budget  Commissioner  in  respect  to 
other  city  departments.  He  obtains  estimates 
of  needs  from  the  various  branches  of  the  school 
system  and  molds  the  expression  in  figures  of 
these  needs  into  so-called  "Preliminary  Estimates." 

The  date  of  the  submission  of  these  estimates 
to  the  Committee  depends  in  large  part  on  the 
date  of  the  final  determination  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools  of  the  requirements  for  teachers 
for  the  coming  year.  Inasmuch  as  the  rules  of 
the  Committee  prescribe  that  the  number  of 
teachers  shall  bear  a  particular  ratio  to  the  number 
of  pupils,  the  superintendent  must  forecast  the 
school  population  for  the  entire  calendar  year 
separated  into  grades  before  he  can  give  an  estimate 
of  the  number  of  teachers  required. 

When  the  yearly  increase  or  decrease  in  educa- 
tional requirements  is  only  a  normal  change, 
the  superintendent's  task  is  merely  a  matter  of 
arithmetic. 

The  situation  has,  however,  been  out  of  balance 
for  several  years.  In  the  early  30's,  the  general 
business  depression  seemed  to  cause  an  abnormal 
increase  in  school  population.  Application  of 
the  old  rules  relating  to  ratio  of  teachers  to  pupils 
and  relating  to  supplies  per  pupil  tended  to  in- 
crease school  costs.  Public  demand  for  reduction 
of  school  costs  despite  increased  school  population 
brought  about  discussion  of  rule  changes  increasing 
the  number  of  pupils  per  teacher  and  reducing 
allowances  for  supplies,  etc. 

Subsequently  a  new  complication  developed 
when  the  school  population  suddenly  began  a 
downward  trend.  Increasing  demand  for  reduc- 
tion of  school  expenditures  harassed  school  officials. 
The  School  Committee  has  been  forced  to  spend 
more  than  the  normal  amount  of  time  in  considera- 
tion of  rules,  since  a  large  part  of  the  school 
expenditure  depends  on  the  rules  in  operation. 

The  superintendent  must  take  cognizance  of 
rule  changes  already  made,  as  well  as  those  in 
prospect  or  under  discussion,  in  making  up  the 
requirement  of  employees  of  the  system.  The 
Business  Manager  must  await  the  superintendent's 
determination  of  the  result.  The  Business  Man- 
ager, in  addition,  must  take  cognizance  of  rules 
relating  to  supplies.  After  the  rules  are  made  by 
the  Committee,  they  must  be  translated  first 
by  the  superintendent  into  numbers  of  employees 
and  later  by  the  Business  Manager  into  dollars 
and  cents. 

Delay  in  Adoption  of  Budget. 

There  are  some  peculiarities  about  the  work  of 
the  Committee  in  its  budget  making  which  have 
provoked  criticisms.  The  most  important  is  the 
delay  of  the  Committee  in  completion  of  the  budget 
work. 

In  1939  the  budget  was  not  adopted  until 
June  26.  At  that  date  there  remained  only  four 
months  of  that  calendar  year  when  the  schools 
would  be  in  session.  Criticism  of  the  policy  of 
the  Committee  in  this  respect  followed. 

In  fairness  it  should  be  stated  that  the  date  of 
adoption  in  1939  was  unusual.  Furthermore,  there 
were  good  reasons  which  accounted  for  the  tardi- 
ness. There  was  a  possibility  until  approximately 
that  date  that  a  pay  roll  cut  might  be  forced  upon 
the  Committee. 


However,  it  does  happen  frequently  that  the 
School  Committee  as  an  organization  is  dilatory 
in  its  budget  study. 

In  normal  times  it  would  seem  that  there  are 
no  great  obstacles  to  determining  school  needs  and 
to  the  early  adoption  of  a  budget.  It  is  merely  a 
matter  of  organization  and  of  proper  planning. 
For  the  time  being,  however,  because  of  the  sudden 
decline  in  school  population  in  the  late  30's,  which 
is  in  contrast  to  the  steady  increase  in  the  early 
30's,  conditions  are  to  that  extent  abnormal. 
However,  all  signs  now  point  to  a  continued 
decline  in  school  population.  Therefore,  a  decline 
in  requirements  of  appropriation  would  appear 
to  be  the  normal  condition  henceforth. 

The  school  organization,  ha%'ing  been  expanded 
in  past  years  so  as  to  provide  the  prescribed 
education  for  the  greater  number,  must  now  be 
contracted  to  meet  the  changed  conditions.  This 
must  be  accomplished,  of  course,  gradually  and 
is  going  to  require  more  of  the  Committee's  time 
in  study,  and  greater  effort  on  the  part  of  those 
permanent  officials  in  the  organization  who 
work  out  the  educational  and  administrative 
plans  for  the  Committee.  What  and  where  and 
how  to  reduce  ordinarily  requires  more  study 
than  what  and  where  and  how  to  expand. 

Unless  the  School  Committee  executives  and 
the  Committee  greatly  increase  their  efficiency 
in  production  of  a  budget  for  study,  and  compress 
the  time  spent  in  study  into  a  snorter  interval 
than  in  past  years,  delay  in  the  adoption  of  a 
budget  is  likely  to  continue  to  be  a  point  of  criti- 
cism. 

It  is  fair  to  state  that  there  was  an  advantage 
in  1939  in  the  late  adoption  of  the  budget.  The 
decline  in  school  population,  if  expected  had 
not  inspired  the  School  Committee  to  advance 
the  time  when  it  should  take  into  account  the 
effect  of  the  changed  conditions  on  school  financial 
needs;  and  the  Committee  was  not  ready  to 
take  full  advantage  of  it  until  late  in  the  year. 
Hence,  the  appropriation  order  was  approximately 
§300,000  less  eventually  than  it  would  have  been 
had  the  budget  been  adopted  early  in  the  year. 
The  S300.000  saving,  therefore,  was  really  more 
of  a  correction  of  an  error  than  might  have  re- 
sulted from  a  failure  to  anticipate  seasonably 
the  new  condition. 

As  a  general  policy,  therefore,  the  Finance  Com- 
mission believes  the  School  Committee  should  aim 
regularly  at  earlier  adoption  of  the  budget.  The 
Finance  Commission  does  not  believe  it  advisable 
to  recommend  change  in  the  fiscal  year,  though 
it  recognizes  that  difficult  complications  result 
from  the  fact  that  the  fiscal  year  begins  January  1 
while  the  school  year  begins  September  1.  and  con- 
tracts for  employment  run  with  the  school  year 
rather  than  with  the  fiscal  year.  The  Commission 
believes  that  these  difficulties  can  be  minimized 
by  gradual  improvement  in  procedure,  and  that  a 
too  radical  change  often  defeats  its  own  purpose. 

The  Finance  Commission  believes  that  much 
of  the  present  criticism  of  the  School  Committee 
budget  practices  will  disappear  if  the  budget  pro- 
cedure is  speeded.  Having  in  mind,  therefore,  as 
stated  in  another  report  to  your  Committee,  that 
the  quality  of  the  product  is  more  important  than 
the  time  of  production,  and  not  unmindful  that 
the  production  should  be  in  good  season,  the 
Finance  Commission  recommends  a  requirement 
by  statute  that  the  budget  procedure  be  based  on 
the  following  time  limits: 

1.  That  the  Business  Manager  present  "Pre- 
liminary Estimates."  so-called  (which  shall  be 
open  for  public  inspection),  to  the  Committee 
not  later  than  February  1.  and  that  these  pre- 
liminary estimates  constitute  a  maximum  limit 
of  appropriations  for  the  year. 

2.  That  the  School  Committee  complete  its 
study  of  the  "Estimates"  and  finally  adopt  a 
budget  on  April  1,  or  the  next  business  day  after 
April  1. 

3.  That  the  "Preliminary  Estimates"  be  sub- 
ject to  reduction  but  not  increase  by  the  Business 
Manager  or  the  Committee. 

Participation  of  the  Mayor  in  School  Budgeting. 

The  present  law  gives  to  the  Mayor  an  uncertain 
responsibility  in  the  school  budget  making.  The 
Mayor  may  veto  a  school  appropriation  order, 
and  it  then  requires  a  four-fifths  vote  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  pass  it  over  the  veto. 

It  requires  a  four-fifths  original  vote  of  the 
Committee  to  pass  an  appropriation  measure. 
It  was  an  old  adage  in  the  School  Committee  that 
if  four  members  out  of  five  could  be  gotten  to  vote 
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for  an  appropriation  measure,  the  same  four 
would  stand  together  against  a  Mayor's  veto. 
It  has  not  happened  often  that  the  Mayor  has 
vetoed  a  School  Committee  appropriation  order 
and,  therefore,  the  adage  has  not  been  frequently 
tested. 

In  1939,  however,  the  Mayor  did  veto  the 
original  school  budget,  and  subsequently  two 
members  voted  to  sustain  the  veto.  This  effec- 
tively blocked  adoption  of  the  budget  in  its  original 
form.  Some  believe  that  this  one  occasion  on 
which  the  Mayor's  veto  resulted  in  a  change  of 
mind  in  the  School  Committee  is  only  an  exception 
that  proves  the  rule,  and  that  the  necessary  second 
vote  to  uphold  the  Mayor  was  obtained  in  this 
particular  instance  only  because  the  specific  item 
involved  related  to  an  issue  which  has  been  widely 
discussed  and  on  which  there  is  much  difference  of 
opinion. 

The  Finance  Commission  is  inclined  to  believe 
that  the  aforementioned  test  was  not  a  good 
criterion  of  the  workability  of  the  authority  of 
the  Mayor;  in  other  words,  that  though  on  this 
particular  issue  the  Mayor's  veto  was  sustained, 
ordinarily  the  Mayor's  veto  will  lack  sufficient 
support  in  the  Committee  to  be  effective.  The 
commission  believes,  therefore,  that  the  Mayor's 
participation  in  school  budget  making  should  be 
strengthened  by  giving  to  the  Mayor  greater  au- 
thority in  the  situation. 

There  are  two  simple  steps  to  be  taken  to  this 
end.  One  is  to  prescribe  by  law  that  the  Mayor 
must  participate  in  the  original  adoption  of  an 
appropriation  order.  The  other  is  to  prescribe 
that  the  Mayor's  veto  of  any  portion  of  a  School 
Committee  appropriation  order  may  have  the 
effect  of  defeating  it  just  as  the  City  Council's 
refusal  to  approve  adoption  of  an  appropriation 
measure  initiated  by  the  Mayor  defeats  it. 

Participation  by  the  Mayor  in  the  budget  dis- 
cussions is  of  great  importance.  Today  a  Mayor 
must  accept  or  disapprove  a  School  Committee 
budget  more  or  less  blindly.  The  School  Com- 
mittee spends  months  in  passing  upon  a  budget 
prepared  by  its  Business  Manager;  but,  ordinarily, 
a  Mayor  must  accept  or  reject,  that  budget  on 
information  that  he  hurriedly  picks  up  within  a 
lew  days,  or  on  prejudices  that  he  has  formed 
against  practices.  To  pass  intelligently  on  a 
budget,  the  Mayor  must  know  in  detail  what  it 
contains.  This  knowedge  can  only  be  obtained 
by  a  study  of  it. 

It  seems  obvious,  therefore,  that  a  Mayor 
should  be  provided  with  better  opportunity  to 
pass  upon  a  budget  than  is  contained  in  the 
present  procedure.  To  accomplish  this,  the 
Finance  Commission  recommends  that  the  statute 
require  that  the  Mayor  or  his  representative  must 
attend  all  budget  meetings  or  hearings  by  the 
School  Committee  held  within  the  period  in  which 
the  budget  is  under  discussion  by  the  Committee. 
In  this  way,  the  Mayor  can  acquire  the  knowledge 
that  he  needs  to  act  intelligently  when  the  budget 
is  before  him. 

Giving  the  Mayor  an  opportunity  only  to  limit 
school  appropriation  is  not  interfering  with  the 
present  control  of  school  affairs  by  a  majority  of 
the  School  Committee.  The  authority,  except 
for  saying  how  much  the  Committee  can  spend 
for  administration,  remains  just  where  it  now  is. 

It  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  a  Mayor's  partici- 
pation in  the  discussions  of  the  School  Committee 
on  their  budget  will  have  an  influence  on  the 
members.  That  being  so,  the  next  consideration 
is  what  will  be  the  result  of  that  influence. 

Under  the  present  distribution  of  authority  and 
under  the  distribution  suggested  in  this  report  the 
Mayor  will  have  no  authority  in  the  administration 
of  school  affairs.  His  authority  will  not  go 
beyond  reduction  of  the  budget,  or  approval  of  it 
as  submitted. 

No  Mayor  enjoys  having  a  high  tax  rate  charged 
up  to  him.  He  usually  labors,  in  providing  funds 
for  the  departments  which  he  controls,  to  find 
means  of  keeping  tax  requirements  down  to  the 
lowest  possible  level.  It  is  illogical,  therefore,  to 
expect  that  his  effort,  if  given  this  greater  authority 
in  school  affairs,  will  be  other  than  to  keep  the  tax 
requirements  on  account  of  schools  down  to  the 
lowest  possible  level. 

The  Finance  Commission  believes,  therefore, 
that  to  give  the  Mayor  the  right  to  strike  out 
portions  of  the  school  appropriation  bill  as  he 
deems  advisable  after  careful  study  can  react  only 
to  the  benefit  of  the  taxpayers.  It  may  be  argued 
that  the  taxpayers'  gain  will  be  the  pupils'  loss  and 
that  to  give  to  the  Mayor  the  final  power  to  reduce 


the  amount  expended  on  education  may  unduly 
curtail  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  educational 
opportunities  offered  to  the  young  people  of  the 
city.  It  seems  to  the  commission  that  this  fear 
is  insubstantial.  The  Mayor,  Committee  and 
Council  are  all  elected.  The  electorate  is  identical 
in  all  cases.  There  is  no  fear  that  the  Council,  in 
the  exercise  of  its  control  of  appropriations,  will 
improperly  restrict  the  city's  activities  either  by 
undue  parsimony  or  by  exaggerated  solicitude 
for  its  taxpayers.  It  seems  to  the  commission 
that  the  Mayor  can  be  equally  trusted  to  protect 
the  educational  opportunities  furnished  by  the 
Boston  school  system.  The  commission,  therefore, 
recommends  a  change  in  the  law  so  as  to  permit 
nullification  of  any  portion  of  the  school  budget 
by  a  Mayor's  veto. 

The  Present  Limit. 

In  the  statute  under  which  the  School  Com- 
mittee now  operates  in  appropriation  for  school 
activity— chapter  224,  Acts  of  1936— there  is  a 
definite  limit  in  dollars  and  cents  to  the  amount 
(except  as  before  mentioned)  which  the  Com- 
mittee can  appropriate  without  special  permission 
of  the  Mayor  and  Council.  It  was  fixed  in  1936 
at  815,160,000. 

This  specific  amount  was  based  on  a  situation 
existing  in  that  particular  year.  The  purpose  of 
putting  that  figure  into  the  statute  was  to  force 
the  Committee  to  reduce  to  an  extent  that  it 
had  shown  indication  previously  of  being  unwilling 
to  reduce.  It  has  been  found  subsequently  that 
it  is  not  now  necessary  to  appropriate  to  the  full 
extent  of  that  figure. 

Since  that  figure  resulted  from  consideration  of 
a  distinctly  temporary  condition,  it  has  no  relation 
at  the  present  time,  four  years  after  the  adoption 
°J  the  1936  Act,  to  the  present  school  situation. 
Undoubtedly  it  served  a  good  purpose  in  1936,  but 
requirements  based  on  population  are  declining 
since  that  year  and  now  that  limit  amounts  to  an 
over-generous  right  of  appropriation. 

Unless  the  figure  is  to  be  revised  every  year  in 
accordance  with  conditions,  it  would  seem  to  be 
better  to  eliminate  it  and  to  leave  the  determination 
of  the  appropriation  right,  as  previously  suggested 
to  a  combination  of  the  Mayor  and  School  Com- 
mittee, with  the  Mayor — as  previously  recom- 
mended— exercising  the  final  authority.  A  tax 
limit  for  the  School  Committee  is  out  of  line  with 
recent  legislative  action  abolishing  a  tax  limit  for 
the  city.  If  the  abolition  of  the  one  is  sound,  it  is 
difficult  to  find  acceptable  reason  for  the  retention 
of  the  other. 

Use   of  Balances   of   School   Appropriation. 

The  use  of  the  unexpended  balance  of  the 
appropriation  for  one  year  as  an  addition  to  the 
taxing  limit  in  the  build-up  of  an  appropriation 
right  for  school  purposes  has  always  provoked 
criticism.  In  those  years  of  pleasant  memory, 
when  the  total  tax  collections  in  a  fiscal  year 
exceeded  the  total  expenditures  and,  therefore, 
started  the  city  off  on  a  new  year  with  a  free  cash 
item  in  the  treasury,  the  criticism  amounted 
merely  to  a  characterization  of  the  proceeding  as 
unsound. 

Now,  however,  when — instead  of  free  cash  at 
the  end  of  a  year — the  city's  heritage  in  the  new 
year  is  a  cash  deficit  measured  in  tens  of  millions, 
due  to  inability  to  collect  a  total  tax  equal  to  the 
total  of  expenditures,  the  criticism  is  more  in- 
tensified. 

The  commission  offers  this  illustration  to  explain 
the  practice.  In  those  years  when  a  limit  was 
fixed  on  the  amount  which  the  School  Committee 
could  raise  by  taxation  for  physical  education, 
the  School  Committee  appropriated  the  maximum 
allowable.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  usually  it 
was  found  that  some  thousands  of  the  appropria- 
tion remained  unexpended.  For  the  next  year, 
therefore,  the  School  Committee  had  the  right  to 
add  that  amount  of  unexpended  balance  for 
physical  education  to  the  amount  allowable  under 
the  tax  limit. 

Many  of  the  tax  limits  have  been  replaced  by 
the  new  general  limit  of  $15,160,000  as  presented 
in  the  1936  statute  already  referred  to,  and  the 
limit  for  physical  education  is  one  of  them;  but 
the  allotment  under  the  general  tax  limit  of 
$15,160,000  for  general  school  purposes  which  is 
available  for  physical  education  may  be  extended 
by  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  previous  year's 
appropriation  for  physical  education. 

This  procedure  permits  an  expansion  of  physical 
education  if  the  School  Committee  desires. 
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The  right  to  add  the  excess  of  actual  receipts 
over  estimate  of  income,  or  gifts,  is  a  different 
matter.  Much  of  this  item  is  really  a  grant  by 
the  state  for  a  specific  purpose,  and  if  the  purpose 
is  not  accomplished  in  one  year  it  might  be  con- 
sidered as  keeping  faith  with  the  state  to  add  the 
unexpended  portion  to  the  allotment  of  the  next 
year's  limit  for  the  same  specific  purpose.  There 
is  nothing,  however,  which  would  appear  as  an 
obstacle  to  separation  of  ear-marked  income 
from  general  income  and  the  carry-over  only  of 
the  ear-marked  income  to  specific  items. 

It  would  remove  all  differences  of  opinion  on 
the  propriety  of  the  present  usage  of  balances, 
however,  if  the  limit  of  school  appropriations 
were  left  simply  to  the  joint  judgment  of  the  Mayor 
and  School  Committee.  It  would  seem,  as  pre- 
viously stated,  that  the  Mayor's  influence  would 
always  be  directed  toward  keeping  the  whole 
bill  down  because  otherwise  his  tax  rate  computa- 
tions will  lead  to  an  unwanted  conclusion. 

The  Finance  Commission,  therefore,  recom- 
mends that  all  reference  to  limitation  for  general 
school  purposes  contained  in  the  present  statute 
be  eliminated.  The  grant  of  the  right  to  the 
Mayor  to  block  by  veto  specific  appropriation 
will  constitute  a  satisfactory  limit- 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  M.  Storey,  Chairman, 

James  E.  Maguire, 

David  Lasker, 

James  H.  Flanagan, 

Elias  F.  Shamon, 

The  Finance  Commission. 
Placed  on  file. 


BOSTON  ELEVATED  RAILWAY  COMPANY 
TRACK   LOCATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  granting  of  track  location 
(approved  by  the  Mayor)  in  Andrew  square, 
South  Boston,  connecting  single  track  from 
Southampton  street  into  Boston  street  with 
easterly  track  in  Dorchester  avenue. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRACK    LOCATION    TO    JENNEY    MANU- 
FACTURING  COMPANY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  granting  of  location  (approved 
by  the  Mayor)  to  Jenney  Manufacturing  Company 
for  spur  track  across  D  street,   South  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL    OF    CONSTABLE'S    BOND. 

The  constable's  bond  of  Carl  L.  Petterson, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
was  received  and  approved. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

Applications  for  minors'  licenses  were  received 
from  eighty-three  newsboys  and  nine  bootblacks. 
Licenses  granted  under  the  usual  conditions. 


POSITION  OF  TELEPHONE  OPERATOR  TO 
COUNCIL. 

President  GALVIN  offered  the  folIo%ving: 
Ordered,  That  the  position  of  telephone  operator 
to   the   Boston   City   Council   be,    and   hereby  is, 
established,  at  an  annual  salary  of  sixteen  hundred 
dollars. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 


APPOINTMENT    TO    COMMITTEE    ON 
ORDINANCES. 

The  President  announced  the  appointment  of 
Coun.  Daniel  F.  Sullivan  and  Joseph  M.  Scannell 
to  fill  out  membership  of  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Placed  on  file. 


SHOWER  BATHS,  CLARENCE  R.  EDWARDS 
SCHOOL. 

President  GALVIN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    School    Buildings    Depart- 
ment be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  arrange  for  the  installation  of  shower  baths  at 
the  Clarence  R.  Edwards  School. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BRANCH  LIBRARY,  EGLESTON  SQUARE. 

Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Public 
Library  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  consider  the  advisability  of  establish- 
ing a  branch  library  in  the  Egleston  Square  section 
of  Ward  11. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
submitted  the  following  report  on  petitions  for 
driveway  openings,  viz.: 

Petition  of  George  L.  Lincoln  (referred  January 
8),  at  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Walk  Hill  street, 
Ward   18 — that  leave  be  granted. 

Petition  of  E.  D.  Codman,  Jr.,  at  1891  Columbus 
avenue — that  leave  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


UNDERPASS,  BRIGHAM  CIRCLE,  WARD  10. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  and  Transit  Commission  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  constructing  an  underpass  for 
vehicular  traffic  at  Brigham  Circle,  Ward  10, 
from  a  point  opposite  Smith  street  to  a  point 
opposite  Wait  street. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  again  I  am  ap- 
pealing to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  provide  protec- 
tion for  pedestrian  traffic  in  the  Brigham  Circle 
area,  one  of  the  most  dangerous  intersections — and 
this  on  the  word  of  the  Traffic  Commission  itself — 
in  the  entire  City  of  Boston.  With  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Worcester  turnpike  a  few  years  ago, 
traffic  through  Brigham  Circle  has  increased  tre- 
mendously. Practically  all  of  the  vehicles  that 
formerly  went  to  and  came  from  points  south  and 
west  of  Boston,  via  the  old  Boston  Post  road,  now 
enter  and  leave  the  city  via  the  Worcester  pike. 
With  the  completion  within  the  near  future  of  the 
Huntington  Avenue  Subway,  as  far  as  the  Boston 
Opera  House,  street  cars  will  be  taken  off  Boylston 
street  and  Huntington  avenue  as  far  as  the  Opera 
House  and  there  will  then  be  available  a  vehicular 
highway  on  this  abandoned  street  car  route  that 
will«  attract  hundreds,  yes,  perhaps  thousands,  of 
additional  vehicles  daily.  A  little  over  a  year  ago 
the  City  Council  approved  of  the  issuance  of  bonds 
in  the  amount  of  $300,000,  the  money  to  be  used 
as  the  city's  contribution  toward  a  W.  P.  A.  proj- 
ect to  provide  for  the  construction  of  an  underpass 
at  the  intersection  of  Huntington  and  Massa- 
chusetts avenues.  Bet'er  than  ninety-five  per  cent 
of  the  vehicular  traffic  that  passes  through  Hunt- 
ington avenue,  at  the  intersection  of  Massachu- 
setts avenue,  both  intown  and  out  of  town,  also 
passes  through  Brigham  Circle.  I  realize  that 
there  is  a  little  heavier  cross-traffic  at  the  Hunting- 
ton-Massachusetts  intersection,  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  a  very  considerable  amount  of  traffic  enters 
into  Brigham  Circle  from  Tremont  street.  Hun- 
dreds of  school  children  are  forced  to  cross  Hunt- 
ington avenue  daily  at  the  peril  of  their  lives  in 
going  to  and  coming  from  the  Farragut  and  Martin 
Schools.  Other  hundreds  of  pedestrians  have  to 
cross  Huntington  avenue  in  visiting  at  the  Peter 
Bent  Brigham  Hospital  and  in  attending  the  many 
services  at  the  Mission  Church.  What  is  good 
enough  for  the  Huntington-Massachusetts  inter- 
section is  none  too  good  for  Brigham  Circle.  And 
it  will  not  cost  anything  like  $300,000  to  construct 
an  underpass  at  Brigham  Circle.  While  up  to  this 
time  traffic  lights,  which  I  have  struggled  hard  to 
get  for  nearly  five  years  during  the  administration 
of  former  Mayor  Mansfield  and,  more  recently,  as  a 
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member  of  this  Honorable  Body,  would  have  af- 
forded some  pedestrian  protection,  I  sincerely  be- 
lieve that  the  time  has  now  come  when,  with  con- 
stantly increasing  traffic  hazards  in  the  Brigham 
Circle  area,  and  more  especially  what  will  un- 
questionably come  a  little  later  on  with  the  attrac- 
tive Huntington  avenue  vehicular  highway  and 
underpass  at  Huntington  and  Massachusetts 
avenues,  something  permanently  protective  to 
pedestrians  must  be  done  in  this  area,  and  I  there- 
fore respectfully  request  passage  of  my  order  in  the 
usual  way. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  in  the  chair. 


RESURFACING    OF    WARD     12     STREETS. 

Coun.  TAYLOR  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  the  following  streets  in  Ward 
12  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction: 

Alpine  street,  Glenwood  street,  Sherman  street, 
Whiting  street,  Hollander  street,  Gaston  street, 
Park  View  street,  Devon  street,  Georgia  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECREATIONAL  CENTRE,  SOUTH  BOSTON. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  SCANNELL  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  consider  the  advisability  of  erecting  a 
municipal  gymnasium  or  recreational  buildings  in 
the  South  Boston  district. 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  inform 
the  City  Council  as  to  whether  the  income  from 
the  George  Robert  White  Fund  can  be  used  for 
the  construction  of  a  recreational  center  or  gym- 
nasium in  the  South  Boston  district. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  my  col- 
league from  South  Boston  and  1  have  filed  these 
orders  in  the  hope  that  the  trustees  of  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund,  through  the  Mayor,  may  con- 
sider this  year  the  advisability  of  erecting  in  the 
South  Boston  district  a  municipal  gymnasium  or 
recreational  center.  I  realize,  of  course,  that  each 
member  of  the  Body  is  going  to  look  for  something 
for  his  particular  district,  but  I  also  realize  that 
South  Boston  for  twenty  years  has  been  going 
without  a  gymnasium  or  recreational  center  facili- 
ties, and  that  its  need  demands  particular  atten- 
tion. Twenty  years  ago  1  remember  when  we  did 
have  a  small  gymnasium  down  on  D  street. 
Some  of  the  other  members  of  the  Body  un- 
doubtedly will  remember  that  gymnasium.  At  about 
that  time  the  building  was  torn  down,  and  people 
of  the  district  were  promised  that  something  better 
would  be  constructed  in  its  place.  But,  lo  and 
behold!  Up  to  this  day  nothing  has  been  done. 
In  the  order  I  have  stressed  "gymnasium,"  but 
under  the  terms  of  the  George  Robert  White  will 
1  have  been  informed  that  it  might  be  possible  to 
use  the  fund  for  what  would  be  called  a  recrea- 
tional center.  So  in  the  order  requesting  the 
Corporation  Counsel  to  render  an  opinion  I  have 
asked  that  he  inform  the  Council  whether  the  in- 
come from  the  fund  can  be  used  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  recreational  center  or  a  gymnasium  in  the 
district.  We  simply  desire  to  know  specifically 
whether  the  fund  can  be  used  for  either  of  these 
purposes.  I  might  say  that  a  report  1  have,  here 
for  1938  shows  that  there  is  approximately  S800.000 
unexpended  income  in  this  particular  fund.  1 
have  no  idea  how  much  was  spent  last  year,  but 
the  manager  of  the  fund  tells  me  that  the  amount 
was  not  large,  so  the  amount  now  in  the  fund  is 
probably  approximately  what  it  was  a  year  ago. 
I  feel  that  to  simply  allow  this  money  to  accu- 
mulate is  defeating  the  purpose  of  the  will,  when 
there  are  objects  for  which  money  might  well  be 
spent,  within  the  purposes  oi  the  will,  from  year  to 
year.  I  could  list  all  the  organizations  in  our  dis- 
trict as  in  favor  of  this  proposition,  but  I  would 
simply  like  at  this  time  to  record  the  South  Boston 
Citizens'  Association  and  the  South  Boston 
Women's  Democratic  Club  in  favor.  I  could  men- 
tion fifteen  or  more  organizations  that  would  like 
to  see  this  idea  carried  out  in  our  district.  If  we 
can    get  this  particular  project   through,   perhaps 


others  will  also  be  able  to  do  something  for  their 
districts.  But  let  us  first  see  if  we  can  get  the 
fund  for  such  purposes.  Certainly  if  used  in  this 
way  it  will  benefit  the  citizens  of  Boston.  We 
have  today  thousands  of  children  on  the  streets, 
as  they  will  be  found  in  other  districts,  simply  be- 
cause there  is  no  other  place  for  them  to  go.  They 
might  well  and  profitably  employ  their  spare  time 
in  a  gymnasium.  If  such  an  opportunity  had  been 
afforded  them,  we  might  not  have  seen  such  an 
awful  accident  as  you  gentlemen  read  about  in  the 
papers  some  days  ago,  where  children  lost  their 
lives  on  floating  ice.  I  sincerely  trust,  also,  as  is 
suggested  in  another  order  I  am  introducing,  that 
if  thus  effort  is  not  successful  this  year,  an  oppor- 
tunity be  allowed  to  the  children  and  some  of  the 
older  people  of  the  district  to  use  on  evenings  and 
on  Saturday  afternoons  the  South  Boston  High 
School  gymnasium,  the  idea  merely  being  to  allow 
such  use  at  times  when  it  is  not  being  used  by  the 
children  of  the  school.  This,  of  course,  would 
have  to  be  accomplished  through  the  Boston  School 
Committee,  and  I  have  prepared  an  order  which  1 
am  about  to  introduce,  making  such  a  request  of 
the  School  Committee.  I  certainly  trust  that  the 
School  Committee  will  do  something  about  it,  be- 
cause certainly  small  expense  would  be  involved 
in  keeping  it  open  at  least  three  or  four  nights  in 
the  week,  merely  the  cost  of  light  and  supervision. 
Certainly  there  would  not  be  a  large  amount  re- 
quired for  upkeep  or  for  janitor's  service.  The 
same  idea  might  also  be  carried  out  in  other  dis- 
tricts where  there  are  school  gymnasiums  and 
where  proper  facilities  are  not  afforded  otherwise. 
Certainly  our  people  are  entitled  to  any  proper 
facilities  of  this  sort  that  can  be  afforded  in  the 
schools  without  interfering  with  the  school  work. 
There  is  no  need,  of  course,  for  me  to  elaborate 
upon  the  occurrence  a  few  days  ago  in  South 
Boston,  to  which  I  have  already  referred.  If  such 
facilities  as  are  here  suggested  had  been  available 
to  our  young  people  we  might  not  have  had  that 
awful  tragedy.  I  trust  that  something  in  this 
line  will  be  done  this  year,  and  I  shall  await  with 
interest  the  opinion  of  the  Corporation  Counsel  as 
to  whether  the  erection  of  a  municipal  gymnasium 
or  a  recreational  center  in  the  district  would  come 
properly  within  the  terms  of  the  George  Robert 
White  will.  I  trust  that  the  order  will  be  ap- 
proved. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  say  just  a  word  upon  this  matter.  Coun- 
cilor Linehan  has  covered  the  question,  and  what 
I  say  will  simply  be  in  the  line  of  supporting  his 
remarks.  Some  twenty-two  years  ago  the  gym- 
nasium that  then  existed  in  South  Boston  was 
taken  from  the  people,  and  at  that  time  they  were 
promised  a  bigger  and  better  gymnasium.  But 
during  all  these  years  that  promise  has  not  been 
carried  out.  There  is  the  land  at  the  corner  of 
C  street  and  Broadway,  which  cost  the  City  of 
Boston  $265,000,  which,' under  present  conditions, 
is  an  eyesore  in  the  district.  I  certainly  hope 
this  Honorable  Body  will  pass  the  orders,  because 
the  children  of  the  district  need  something  such 
as  is  proposed  over  there.  There  is  not  a  place 
over  there  where  they  can  go  for  reasonable  and 
proper  recreation.  You  may  say  that  there  are 
the  beaches,  but  aside  from  them  there  is  no  place. 
In  the  meantime,  money  of  the  taxpayers  of  Bos- 
ton is  being  spent  in  large  amounts  to  handle 
juvenile  delinquency  in.  the  courts.  If  we  give 
the  children  of  our  district  something  which  will 
train  their  minds  and  their  bodies,  there  will  be 
fewer  cases  of  juvenile  delinquency.  Every  priest 
and  pastor  over  there,  every  organization  in  South 
Boston,  is  in  an  uproar.  Councilor  Linehan  and 
myself  are  up  against  the  wall,  because  of  the 
demand  of  the  district  that  something  of  this 
kind  be  done.  We  are  being  put  on  the  spot  be- 
cause of  the  legitimate  demand  of  the  people 
for  action.  We  have  introduced  these  orders, 
and  we  both  serve  notice  that  from  now  on,  on 
the  floor  of  this  Council,  we  will  be  fighting  for 
the  people  of  our  district,  endeavoring  to  get  for 
them  what  they  should  rightfully  have. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


USE  BY  PUBLIC  OF  SOUTH  BOSTON  HIGH 
SCHOOL  GYMNASIUM. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  SCANNELL  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  School  Committee 
be  requested,   through   bis   Honor  the   Mayor,   to 
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consider    the    advisability   of    keeping   the    South 
Boston  High  School  gymnasium  open  for  the  use 
of  the  public  on  evenings,  except  Sunday,  and  on 
Saturday  afternoons  throughout  the  year. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LIFE-SAVING   APPARATUS   AT 
BATH   HOUSES. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  SCANNELL  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  include 
in  their  budget  for  this  year  a  sum  sufficient  to 
purchase  an  inhalator  for  use  at  the  L  Street  Bath 
House  and  also  one  for  the  Carson  Beach  Bath 
House,  to  be  kept  available  for  use  the  year  round. 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  keep 
at  least  one  rowboat,  with  oars,  ready  for  use  the 
year  round  at  the  Carson  Beach  Bath  House  with 
a  duplicate  set  of  keys  to  be  furnished  to  Police 
Station  6,  South  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  purchase 
an  outboard  motor  boat  for  the  L  Street  Bath 
House  and  also  one  for  the  Carson  Beach  Bath 
House,  the  same  to  be  kept  available  for  use  the 
year  round. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  the  three 
orders  I  have  here  introduced  in  the  line  of  furnish- 
ing additional  safety  along  the  South  Boston 
waterfront,  are  orders  which  I  would  have  intro- 
duced had  the  Council  met  last  week.  The  ter- 
rible accident  that  occurred  over  there  a  short 
time  ago  has  already  been  referred  to  in  this 
meeting,  and  you  have  read  about  it  in  the  papers, 
where  the  boys,  riding  on  cakes  of  ice,  were  car- 
ried out  to  their  deaths.  I  do  not  say  that  the 
deaths  might  not  have  occurred,  anyway,  but  I 
do  say  that  if  we  had  these  safeguards  readily 
available  they  might  not  have  occurred.  I  do 
not  believe  that  an  expenditure  of  more  than  $700 
will  be  involved  in  carrying  out  these  proposed 
provisions,  just  a  small  expenditure  looking  to 
added  safety  for  our  people,  where  both  here  and 
in  the  Legislature  large  amounts  are  being  con- 
tinually expended  in  other  ways  that  are  not  so 
immediately  important.  I  am  not  recommending, 
and  shall  not  recommend  at  any  time,  the  in- 
discriminate spending  of  all  kinds  of  money  for 
sundry  things  that  may  come  before  us  for  con- 
sideration. But  I  do  believe  in  spending  proper 
amounts  when  the  expenditure  is  necessary  for  the 
welfare  and  safety  of  the  people  of  our  districts, 
particularly  in  cases  where  large  expenditures  are 
necessary  later  because  we  did  not  make  the  proper 
safety  expenditures  in  the  first  place.  Let  us 
get  down  to  the  money  situation  here.  I  suppose 
the  city  treasury  has  spent  at  least  $2,000  in  trying 
to  recover  the  bodies  of  these  children,  for  divers 
and  for  the  work  that  has  been  done  all  over  the 
beach  and  in  the  adjoining  water.  The  expenditure 
must  be  at  least  $2,000.  These  orders  that  we 
have  introduced  will  cause  an  expenditure  of, 
say,  $700,  and  what  is  here  proposed  will  be  not 
only  useful  in  the  wintertime  but  in  the  summer- 
time, in  preventing  drowning.  If  you  say  that 
the  Fire  Department  can  be  called  in,  well,  we 
all  know  that  with  the  delay  involved  a  person 
would  be  pretty  apt  to  drown  before  he  could  be 
saved.  This  at  least  looks  to  proper  precautions 
to  prevent  such  tragedies  through  immediate  or 
prompt  action.  Under  present  conditions  it  would 
take  at  least  an  hour  to  get  a  boat  and  go  out  to 
save  boys  on  the  ice,  and  by  the  time  they  were 
reached  it  would  probably  be  too  late.  A  row- 
boat  would  suffice  in  many  cases,  and  an  outboard 
motor  could  probably  reach  the  scene  in  ten  or 
fifteen  minutes.  If  such  provisions  had  been 
available,  undoubtedly  the  lives  of  those  poor 
children  could  have  been  saved.  So  I  say  that 
this  involves  a  very  small  expenditure,  and  in 
this  very  case,  if  such  means  had  been  available, 
so  that  these  youngsters  could  have  been  saved, 
even  looking  at  it  from  the  money  point  of  view, 
the  expenditure  of  $700  would  have  saved  the  later 
expenditure  of  $1,300  in  this  one  case  alone.  I 
do  not  say  that  we  are  going  to  have  another 
such  tragedy  this  year  or  next  year,  but  we  might 


have  a  recurrence  of  it  at  any  time,  as  long  as  boys 
are  boys  and  are  tempted,  as  we  were  in  our 
younger  days,  to  "run  tiddlies."  There  will 
always  be  the  temptation  to  youngsters  to  take  a 
chance  and  go  out  on  these  ice  cakes.  I  feel  sure 
that  the  Council  will  approve  of  these  orders. 

The    orders    were    passed    under    suspension    of 
the  rule. 


ISSUANCE    OF    PERMITS    TO    CHILDREN. 
Coun.  LANGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  the  City 
Clerk    be    authorized    to    issue,    in    the    intervals 
between  City  Council  meetings,   permits  for  chil- 
dren   under    fifteen    years    of    age     to     appear    at 
concerts,   entertainments   and   exhibitions   author- 
ized by  law,   provided   that   the   applications   for 
such  permits  bear  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  and 
three  members  of  the  Committee  on  Rules. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MUNICIPAL   STADIUM,    JAMAICA    PLAIN. 
Coun.  LANGAN"  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    his    Honor    the    Mayor   be    re- 
quested   to    authorize    a    survey    of    the    Jamaica 
Plain-Roslindale  district  for  the  purpose  of  select- 
ing a  site  for  a  municipal  stadium  in  that  district. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRANSPORTING    OF   PASSENGERS    BY 
SAUGUS   TRANSPORTATION   COMPANY. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated Railway  Company  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  grant  the  necessary  per- 
mission for  the  Saugus  Transportation  Company 
to  transport  passengers  on  their  buses  from 
Winthrop  through  the  East  Boston  Traffic  Tunnel 
to  the  city  proper  and  return. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  the  reason 
why  I  have  introduced  this  order  is  because  of  the 
situation  that  developed  yesterday.  The  Saugus 
Transportation  Company  has  been  running  buses 
from  Winthrop  through  to  East  Boston  to  the 
Sumner  Tunnel,  once  in  every  two  minutes,  mean- 
ing thirty  buses  per  hour.  We  have  over  70,000 
people  in  East  Boston,  and  the  reason  why  I  file 
this  order  is  because  I  saw  that  yesterday  the 
Mayor  refused  to  allow  these  buses  to  run  through 
the  tunnel  to  the  city  proper.  The  result  is  that 
they  dump  people  in  East  Boston  instead  of  in 
the  heart  of  the  city,  and  we  have  too  much 
traffic  congestion  over  there  already.  The  pur- 
pose of  this  order  is  to  relieve  traffic  congestion  at 
that  point  over  in  East  Boston  by  allowing  these 
buses  to  go  through  the  tunnel  to  the  city  proper 
and  return. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PROTECTION     OF     STREET     CROSSINGS, 
ORIENT   HEIGHTS. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  furnish 
adequate  traffic  officers  for  crossings  on  Saratoga 
street,  at  the  junction  of  St.  Andrew  road,  in  the 
Orient  Heights  section  of  East  Boston,  to  protect 
school  children  while  going  to  and  coming  from 
schools  in  that  vicinity. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  the  purpose 
of  this  order  is  the  protection  of  children  going  and 
coming  from  school  in  crossing  Saratoga  street  at 
the  junction  of  St.  Andrew  road,  in  the  Orient 
Heights  section  of  East  Boston.  They  have  to 
cross  Saratoga  street  in  going  to  and  from  the 
schools  in  that  vicinity,  and  the  purpose  of  the 
order  is  to  have  adequate  protection  for  them  while 
they  are  doing  so  through  traffic  officers.  That  is 
the  reason  why  I  file  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


JANUARY    29,    1940. 
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LIGHTING  FACILITIES,  BENNINGTON 
STREET. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  make  a  survey  of  the  lighting  facilities  on 
Bennington  street,  East  Boston,  with  a  view  to 
installing  such  additional  lights  as  may  be  required 
to  eliminate  the  hazards  to  pedestrians  from 
vehicular  traffic. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  suppose  I 
need  hardly  mention  the  fact  that  Bennington 
street  is  the  main  artery  of  East  Boston.  I  think 
every  member  of  the  Council  knows  about  the 
heavy  traffic  we  have  there,  both  ways,  both  horse- 
drawn  vehicles  and  trucks.  Last  year,  on  this 
street,  within  six  blocks,  there  were  seven  people 
killed  and  fifty  injured,  and  when  the  cases  came 
up  in  court  the  drivers  all  made  the  same  state- 
ment— "I  did  not  see  the  person  until  he  was 
directly  in  front  of  me,"  or  "I  did  not  see  him  at 
all.  All  I  knew  was  that  there  was  a  noise  on  the 
road,  and  I  found  that  I  had  hit  somebody." 
That  state  of  affairs  shows  the  need  for  additional 
lighting  facilities  on  the  street. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REINSTATEMENT  OF  JAMES  GRAY. 

Coun.  WARD,  for  Coun.  M.  H.  Sullivan,  offered 
the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  autho- 
rizing the  reinstatement  of  James  Gray  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Boston  Police  Department,  provided 
that  such  legislation  includes  a  referendum  to  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK,  TRAIN  STREET,  WARD  16. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Train  street,  in 
front  of  No.  50,  Ward  16,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from. 3  to  10 
inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from 
5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial 
stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


STATEMENT     BY     COUNCILOR     TAYLOR. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— If  there  is  no 
objection,  the  gentleman  may  proceed. 

Coun.  TAYLOR. — Mr.  President,  two  weeks 
ago  I  stood  on  the  floor  of  this  Council  and  made 
a  statement  that  some  members  of  the  Council 
thought  was  an  unjust  excoriation  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Civil  Service.  I  wish  now  to  say 
that  since  that  time  something  has  been  called 
to  my  attention  which,  to  my  mind,  substantiates 
and  corroborates  everything  I  had  to  say  in  re- 
gard to  the  commissioner.  I  said  then  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Civil  Service  was  running  his 
office  in  dictatorial  fashion,  that  he  adopted  a 
cold-blooded  attitude  toward  people  who  were 
out  of  work  and  had  no  feeling  of  human  sym- 
pathy for  the  people  with  whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact in  his  department.  I  would  like  now,  Mr. 
Chairman  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to 
a  particular  case  of  which  I  have  been  recently 
informed.  There  was  a  young  lady  who  formerly 
worked  in  the  office  of  the  School  Department, 
who  married  a  school  teacher  and,  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  of  the  department,  resigned  the 
job  to  take  over  her  job  as  a  married  woman. 
Subsequently  she  had  two  children,  and  later  on 
her  husband  had  the  misfortune  of  becoming 
afflicted  with  tuberculosis,  being  today  in  the 
Rutland  sanatorium  for  treatment  of  the  disease, 
of  course  leaving  his  wife  to  assume  the  support 
of  herself  and  the  two  children.  The  young  lady, 
with  this  burden  imposed  upon  her,  appealed  to 
the  members  of  the  School  Committee,  to  be 
reinstated,  to  get  back  her  old  position,  so  that 
she  would  be  able  to  provide  for  the  two  children 
and   herself   without   attempting   to   seek    welfare 


or  other  relief,  and  without  being  obliged  to  live 
on  friends  and  relatives.  .  The  School  Committee 
were  very  charitable  in  the  matter  and  agreed  to 
give  her  her  job  back.  They  sent  a  requisition 
to  the  Civil  Service  Commissioner  about  two 
months  ago,  and  the  commissioner,  a  former 
efficiency  expert  in  the  Lawrence  mills,  apparently 
actuated  simply  by  cold-blooded  principles  of 
business  efficiency,  said,  "No;  this  young  lady 
shall  not  receive  her  job  back,"  despite  the  fact 
that  the  members  of  the  School  Committee  of  the 
City  of  Boston  felt  that  she  should  have  it,  under 
the  circumstances,  that  she  was  capable  of  filling 
the  position  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and  that 
she  would  thus  be  able  to  provide  for  herself  and 
her  two  children  in  such  a  way  that  she  would  not 
have  to  resort  to  welfare  agencies  of  the  City  of 
Boston  or  depend  upon  friends  and  relatives. 
This  great  leader  of  the  civil  service  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, a  man  without  humane  blood  flowing 
in  his  veins,  is  acting  in  that  manner  in  similar 
cases  towards  countless  individuals  and  families 
in  this  state.  ^  He  seems  to  feel  that  the  sole 
function  of  his  job  is  to  prevent  people  from  going 
to  work.  I  simply  wish  to  offer  this  in  substantia- 
tion of  the  remarks  I  made  two  weeks  ago. 


"SLOW"    SIGNS,    WASHINGTON    STREET, 
WARD    17. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
arrange  for  the  erection  of  "Slow"  signs  on  Wash- 
ington street,  Ward  17,  between  Codman  square 
and  Harvard  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


"STOP"   SIGN,  EVANS  STREET,  WARD   17. 

Coun.  WICKES,  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Traffic    Commissioner    be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
a   "Stop"   sign   on   Milton   avenue,   at  the  inter- 
section of  Evans  street,  Dorchester,  Ward  17. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECONSTRUCTION  OF  DILAPIDATED 
WHARVES. 

Coun.  'M.  H.  SULLIVAN  and  SCANNELL 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Port  Authority  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
formulate  and  present  plans  to  the  authorities  of 
W.  P.  A.  for  the  reconstruction  of  such  dilapidated 
docks  and  wharves  on  the.  Boston  waterfront  as 
belong  to  the  City  of  Boston,  and  to  suggest  to 
private  owners  the  possibility  of  obtaining  R.  F.  C. 
funds  for  that  purpose. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FATAL   ACCIDENTS,    BLUE    HILL 

AVENUE. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  number  of  fatal  accidents  on  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  in  Ward  14,  has  reached  alarming 
proportions  during  the  last  four  years,  with  no 
active  measures  having  been  taken  towards  a 
solution  of  these  dangerous  traffic  conditions; 
therefore,  be  it 

Ordered,  That  the  Board'  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  change  the  name  of  that  part  of  Blue  Hill  avenue 
which  is  in  Ward  14  to  "Death  Highway." 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  this  order 
may  appear  on  its  face  to  be  frivolous,  but  when 
we  realize  that  there  have  been  more  than  300 
accidents,  many  of  them  fatal,  in  this  area  dur- 
ing the  past  four  years,  with  no  action  taken  to 
limit  or  control  the  speed  of  autos  through  the 
installation  of  automatic  traffic  signals,  I  think 
the  least  we  can  do  is  to  change  the  name  of  this 
dangerous  highway  to  a  name  consistent  with 
the  peril  to  pedestrian  travel,  so  that  men,  women 
and  children  crossing  this  section  of  Blue  Hill 
avenue  may  at  least  receive  due  warning  from  the 
name  proposed  in  the  order.  Of  course,  my  col- 
leagues know  that  the  change  of  name   which  I 
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propose  is  not  the  real  objective  of  my  order. 
I  am  optimistic  in  my  belief  that  an  order  of  this 
nature,  predicated  as  it  is  upon  a  background 
of  more  than  300  accidents  in  the  past  four  years 
will  make  all  of  us  fully  appreciate  that  this 
menace  to  human  life  is  our  responsibility.  As  I 
have  looked  into  the  matter  and  have  consulted 
the  records  of  the  Body,  it  has  become  more  and 
more  impressed  upon  my  mind  that  the  respon- 
sibility for  these  traffic  conditions  rests  squarely 
on  the  shoulders  of  the  Boston  City  Council. 
I  know,  of  course,  that  it  is  sometimes  hard  for 
us  to  appreciate  and  realize  that  fact.  I  know 
that  the  people  of  my  district,  as  well  as  my  col- 
leagues in  the  Council,  fail  to  appreciate  that 
responsibility.  I  realize  that  once  these  orders 
are  passed  in  the  Body  we  are  up  against  a  stone 
wall,  that  we  are  unable  to  obtain  the  necessary 
money  to  install  these  automatic  control  signals. 
That,  of  course,  is  a  practical  difficulty  with 
which  we  have  to  contend.  The  people  do  not 
understand  the  situation,  and  there  is  a  reflection 
upon  us.  But  I  say  the  time  has  come  when 
something  must  be  done  to  modify  those  condi- 
tions and  that  some  greater  measure  of  con- 
sideration should  be  given  to  the  members  of  the 
Boston  City  Council  so  that  such  obviously 
improper  conditions  in  the  various  districts  may 
be  remedied.  I  have  discovered  from  an  exami- 
nation of  the  Council  minutes  of  previous  years 
that  the  need  for  traffic  control  devices  in  this 
area  has  been  a  matter  of  much  discussion  by  my 
predecessors  in  this  Body;  that  the  Traffic  Com- 
mission has  approved  the  need  for  automatic 
signal  lights  on  Blue  Hill  avenue,  in  Ward  14,  at 
dangerous  intersections,  in  past  years,  but  that 
unfortunately  for  the  safety  and  lives  of  pedes- 
trians, no  money  was  ever  provided  so  that  the 
necessary  work  could  be  done.  And  so  the 
unfortunate  condition  has  continued  to  exist. 
Millions  of  dollars  are  spent  annually,  for  welfare 
institutions  and  for  hospital  upkeep.  Is  it  more 
important  to  first  clothe  and  feed  the  needy  of 
Boston  and  then  subject  them  to  death  or  injury 
because  of  insufficient  control  of  auto  traffic?  I 
say  that  there  is  something  decidedly  wrong  when 
we  feed  and  clothe  the  needy  of  Boston  and  then 
turn  them  out  on  dangerous  highways  where  they 
are  subject  to  death  or  injury  because  of  insuffi- 
cient control  of  auto  traffic.  I  know  of  no  section 
of  Boston,  outside  of  the  downtown  area,  where 
there  is  so  much  dangerous  auto  traffic  as  on 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  because  of  the  travel  to  and 
from  the  South  Shore  by  way  of  Blue  Hill  avenue 
through  Mattapan  square  and  Milton.  Auto- 
mobiles come  down  Blue  Hill  avenue  at  a  terrific 
rate  of  speed.  I  can  recall  times  in  the  past  two 
years  when  I  have  had  to  wait  ten  minutes  or 
more  after  alighting  from  a  car  before  1  could 
cross  the  avenue  safely,  because  of  the  automo- 
bile and  heavily  loaded  bus  traffic,  which  seems 
to  make  a  point  of  speeding  through  that  area. 
I  want  to  point  out,  incidentally,  that  we  have 
two  elementary  schools  and  other  institutions 
there,  where  children  and  older  people  are  con- 
tinually going  and  coming  across  the  avenue,  and 
that  the  whole  thing  presents  an  extremely 
dangerous  situation,  which  should  be  remedied 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Chairman  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— The  Chair 
sympathizes  with  the  purpose  of  the  order,  but 
must  rule  it  out  of  order. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  GOTTLIEB  said: 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  wonder  if  that  order  might  not 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules? 

Chairman  SULLIVAN — As  the  order  has  been 
ruled  out  of  order,  the  Chair  would  simply  sug- 
gest that  the  councilor  may  present  another  order, 
if  he  so  wishes. 


TRAFFIC   SIGNALS,  WARD    14. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  installation  of  automatic  traffic  signals 
at  the  following  intersections  in  Ward  14: 

Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Glenway  street. 

Blue  Hill  avenue  and  American  Legion  Highway. 

Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Talbot  avenue. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
point  out  to  this  Honorable  Body  that  the  inter- 
section of  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Glenway  street  is 
an  extremely  dangerous  traffic  point.  You  have 
there  the  Endicott  School  and  other  buildings  that 


are  frequented  by  children  and  older  people  going 
back  and  forth,  making  it  one  of  the  danger  spots 
of  the  city  for  children  as  well  as  for  adults.  Still, 
there  is  no  traffic  control  for  traffic  from  Franklin 
Park  down  to  Morton  street,  a  distance  of  per- 
haps one  and  a  half  miles.  I  think  many  members 
of  the  Body  realize  what  a  speed  highway  Blue 
Hill  avenue  is  at  that  and  other  points.  For 
example,  there  is  a  similar  situation,  demanding 
the  installation  of  automatic  traffic  signals,  at 
Blue  Hill  avenue  and  American  Legion  Highway. 
That  is  near  my  home,  and  on  many  occasions  it 
is  necessary  for  me  to  wait  ten  or  fifteen  minutes 
before  being  able  to  cross  to_  the  other  side,  at  the 
corner  of  Wales  street.  We  also  need  a  traffic 
control  signal  at  the  intersection  of  Blue  Hill 
avenue  and  Talbot  avenue.  That  is  a  very 
dangerous  intersection.  There  are  four  streets 
there  and  proper  traffic  control  is  necessary  if  we 
are  to  protect  the  rights  of  pedestrians,  giving  them 
a  chance  to  cross.  All  of  these  points  are  ex- 
tremely dangerous,  and  automatic  traffic  signals 
are  necessary  and  should  be  installed.  I  ask  the 
passage  of  the  order,  Mr.  President. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


TRAFFIC  CONTROL,  BLUE  HILL  AVENUE. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  and 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  provide  for  the 
installation  of  automatic  traffic  control  devices  in 
conjunction  with  the  proposed  widening  of  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  from  Seaver  street  to  American  Legion 
Highway,  Ward  14. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  widen  Blue  Hill  avenue  from  Seaver 
street  to  American  Legion  Highway,  Ward  14,  and 
it  will  be  extremely  important  in  connection  with 
such  widening  to  install  automatic  traffic  control 
devices.  The  single  high  way  will  be  made  a  double- 
barreled  highway,  so  that  traffic  will  be  one  way 
on  each  part,  going  in  either  direction.  The 
widening  will  be  a  very  worthy  and  commendable 
one,  and  will  relieve  traffic  congestion,  a  safety 
zone  being  maintained  in  the  center  of  the  high- 
way. I .  contend,  however,  that  with  the  con- 
struction of  this  double-barreled  highway  proper 
traffic  control  demands  these  control  devices  and 
lights  at  the  proper  points.  Without  proper 
traffic  control  devices  there  will  be  a  great  menace 
to  the  pedestrians  in  that  area.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  the  Council  will  pass  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


DEPARTMENTAL   TELEPHONE 
DIRECTORY. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    his    Honor    the    Mayor    be    re- 
quested  to   consider   the   advisability   of   printing 
and  issuing  a  telephone  directory  of  various  city 
departments  and  department  heads. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PRICE   OF   MILK. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  and  COFFEY  offered 

the  following: 

Ordered,  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  advisability  of  asking  the 
Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  to  order  the  Milk 
Control  Board  to  desist  from  its  publicized  plan 
to  increase  the  price  of  milk  in  metropolitan 
Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  WARD  20  STREETS. 

Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  the  following  streets  in 
Ward  20  as  public  highways,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
plan  of  construction:  Montgomery  street,  Dun  well 
street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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SHELTERS  FOR  ELEVATED  PASSENGERS, 
WARD   20. 

Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated Railway  Company  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  erect  shelters  for  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  persons  waiting  for 
street  cars  at  the  corner  of  La  Grange  and  Centre 
streets  and  La  Grange  and  Washington  streets, 
and  also  for  patrons  waiting  for  buses  at  Weld 
and  Centre  streets,  Ward  20. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PLAYGROUND,    WARD   20. 

Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  arrange 
for  the  construction  of  a  playground  in  the  Weld 
street  section  of  Ward  20,  the  work  to  be  done  by 
W.  P.  A.  labor. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TOBOGGAN    AND    COASTING    SLIDES, 
WARD   20. 

Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following:     ■ 
Ordered,    That    the    Park    Commission    be    re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  arrange 
for  the  installation  of  toboggan  and  coasting  slides 
on  the  various  playgrounds  in  Ward  20. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  ENGLERT,  the  Council 
voted,  at  3.13  p.  m.,  to  take  a  recess,  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  Council  reassembled 
and  were  called  to  order  by  Chairman  M.  H. 
SULLIVAN  at  5.30  p.  m. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS. 

Coun,  GOTTLIEB,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims, '  submitted  the  following : 

Report  on  petition  of  Walter  C.  Mackie  (re- 
ferred January  15),  8  Douglas  street,  South  Boston, 
to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of  execution  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of 
motor  vehicle  belonging  to  Sanitary  Division, 
Public  Works  Department — recommending  pas- 
sage of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  sixty  dollars  ($60) 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  Walter  C.  Mackie  in  reim- 
bursement for  amount  of  judgment  issued  against 
him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor 
vehicle  belonging  to  the  Sanitary  Division,  Public 
Works  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


PREFERENCE  TO  BOSTON  RESIDENTS  ON 
HOUSING   PROJECTS. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following- 
Ordered,  That  the  Director  of  Public  Welfare 
and  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Commissioner  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit  a  list  of 
the  numbers  of  able-bodied  unemployed  laborers 
and  skilled  tradesmen  receiving  welfare  and 
soldier's  relief  assistance  to  the  City  Council;  and 
be  it  further 

Ordered,  In  justice  to  Boston's  needy  unem- 
ployed and  to  the  taxpayers,  that  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  arrange  with  the  Federal 
Housing  contractors  to  give  preference  in  the  em- 
ployment of  men  to  Boston  residents,  Boston  Wel- 
fare and  soldiers'  relief  recipients  and  Boston 
W.  P.  A.  workers. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  Chairman,  my  purpose  in 
introducing  that  order  is  the  fact  that  it  has  re- 
cently been  called  to  my  attention  that  the  Hous- 
ing Authority  on  the  several  housing  projects 
here  is  employing  outsiders.  It  is  not  necessary 
for  me  to  call  to  your  attention  once  more  the 


fact  that  we  were  told  that  Boston's  needy  unem- 
ployed would  be  given  the  benefit  of  work  on 
these  projects.  What  do  we  now  find?  We 
find  that  unemployed  laborers  and  skilled  trades- 
men receiving  welfare  and  soldiers'  relief  in  this 
city  are  not  given  consideration  on  these  projects. 
We  find  that  men  are  brought  in  from  Arlington, 
Brookline,  and  even  from  points  as  far  as  Texas 
and  Alabama,  being  given  preference  to  Boston 
citizens.  I  say  it  is  time  that  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  should  do  something  besides  promising 
to  give  the  citizens  of  Boston  work  on  jobs,  when 
they  ask  us  to  accept  these  so-called  better  housing 
projects  in  Boston.  We  have  scores  and  scores 
of  unemployed  skilled  workmen  and  others  in 
Boston,  Boston  residents,  who  are  denied  the 
opportunity  that  they  have  a  right  to  expect.  I 
trust  that  the  Council  will  pass  this  order,  and 
that  the  Mayor  will  use  his  good  offices  to  see  that 
it  is  put  into  effect. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  t)f  the 
rule. 


REPORT     OF     EXECUTIVE     COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Winchus,  South  Boston  Municipal 
Building,  January  28 — recommending  that  leave 
be  granted  under  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


REPAVING   WARD    13   STREETS. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  the  following 
streets  in  Ward  13,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of 
construction: 

Denny  street,  Romsey  street,  Spring  Garden 
street,  Davitt  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


THE   TAXICAB   SITUATION. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  desire  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  SULLIVAN — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  gentleman  may  proceed. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  when  we 
went  into  executive  session  I  was  willing  to  abide 
by  the  decision  of  the  Police  Commissioner,  but 
after  hearing  the  Police  Commissioner  make  his 
statement  about  the  Checker  Company  and 
Sawyer  brothers,  that  smart  pair,  I  thought  I 
would  repeat  in  this  Council  at  this  time  a  state- 
ment prepared  about  ten  days  ago  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  The  story  goes  like  this.  Here  we  are, 
the  old  taxicab  question  back  with  us  again.  It 
seems  that  this  fight  between  Checker,  Town 
and  Independents  will  go  on  forever  or  until  the 
office  holders  in  this  city  get  wise  to  themselves 
and  stop  it.  You  know,  all  this  has  been  caused 
by  a  couple  of  smart  politicians,  two  clever  brothers. 
I  am  referring  to  the  Sawyer  brothers.  This  fight 
first  started  back  in  1929,  when  I  was  a  member 
of  the  Legislature.  At  that  time,  the  Checker 
had  the  city  pretty  well  bottled  up,  and  the  In- 
dependents had  a  bill  there  to  give  them  the  right 
to  pick  up  fares  outside  the  hotels,  the  railroad 
terminals,  night  clubs  and  theaters.  We  passed 
that  bill,  but  it  did  not  do  the  Independents  very 
much  good,  as  the  Sawyer  brothers  wield  a  lot  of 
influence  in  this  city.  The  hotels  and  railroads 
continued  to  use  the  Checker  taxis.  Then  we 
has  a  referendum,  and  the  people  of  Boston  voted 
three  to  one  for  open  stands,  which,  of  course, 
was  a  victory  for  the  Independents.  That  was  a 
terrible  blow  for  the  Sawyer  brothers,  but  they 
weren't  licked  yet.  You  gentlemen  must  re- 
member the  story  in  the  Boston  newspapers  last 
year  when  members  of  the  General  Court  had 
free  passes  that  entitled  them  to  ride  around  in 
Checker  taxis,  which  proved  that  the  Sawyer 
brothers  know  their  politics.  Well,  you  know  how 
far  we  got.  It  never  got  out  of  the  committee, 
and  you  heard  something  about  the  names  of 
those  who  obtained  those  free  tickets  issued  by 
the    Checker    Taxi    Company.     Last    year    the 
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Sawyer  brothers  had  a  bill  in  the  Legislature 
which,  if  passed,  would  allow  the  hotel  managers 
the  privilege  of  using  any  cab  they  chose.  You 
remember  in  the  Legislature  Commissioner  Timilty 
talking  to  Representative  Linehan  of  South 
Boston  and  saying  that  he  had  no  control  over 
the  private  stands,  and  that  the  Sawyer  brothers 
established  a  private  stand  across  the  street  from 
the  Statler.  They  had  a  representative  in  the 
hotel,  who  would  ask  a  patron  if  he  wanted  a 
taxicab,  and  if  he  said,  "Yes,"  word  was  sent  to 
the  man  across  the  street,  at  the  private  Checker 
stand,  and  the  Checker  got  the  business  there. 
We,  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  received 
letters  from  almost  every  hotel  manager  in  Roston 
urging  us  to  vote  in  favor  of  this  bill.  The  Sawyer 
brothers  were  lobbying  openly,  in  the  State  House, 
so  openly  —  I  don't  like  them,  anyway,  and  I 
don't  mind  mentioning  that  I  went  to  the  Sergeant- 
at-Arms  in  the  Legislature  and  asked  to  have  them 
put  out  of  the  State  House.  Well,  you  gentlemen 
know  what  happened.  We  licked  the  bill  in  the 
House,  and  now  we  are  faced  with  another  master 
stroke  by  the  Sawyer  brothers.  This  time  the 
Police  Commissioner  sees  fit  to  take  so  many  cabs 
off  the  street  one  day  each  week,  and,  no  matter 
what  the  Police  Commissioner,  Mr.  Miller,  the 
Sawyer  brothers  or  anybody  else  may  say,  we 
know  in  our  hearts  that  this  is  what  the  Sawyer 
brothers  wanted.  And  whom  do  we  find  as  the 
clever  manipulator  behind  this  master  stroke? 
None  other  than  the  famous  legal  adviser,  who  was 
adviser  to  the  Police  Commission  when  Eugene 
Hultman  was  Police  Commissioner,  Leo  Schwartz. 
All  the  time  that  Leo  Schwartz  was  legal  adviser 
to  the  Police  Commissioner,  the  Checker  Taxi 
had  all  the  choice  stands  in  Boston.  And  now 
Schwartz  not  only  gets  a  chance  to  do  a  favor  for 
the  Sawyer  brothers,  having  the  privilege  of  giving 
out  stands  and  getting  a  nice  fat  fee  for  giving  the 
business  to  Sawyer  brothers,  but  he  gets  paid  from 
city  funds  to  do  it.  Now,  we  have  the  power 
right  here  in  this  Council  Chamber  to  settle  this 
feud  once  and  for  all.  Even  if  we  have  to  change 
a  few  city  ordinances  to  do  it,  let  us  change  them, 
let  us  make  it  even  for  all  taxi  companies,  and  get 
them  out  of  our  hair.  They  do  that  sort  of  thing 
up  at  the  Legislature,  and  there  is  no  reason  why 
we  can't  do  it  right  here.  Take  the  matter  off 
the  table  and  change  a  few  city  ordinances.  They 
do  that  up  there  on  the  hill.  A  man  introduces  a 
bill,  and  the  Republican  majority  kill  it,  get  one 
of  their  members  to  re-write  it,  and  then  pass  it. 
I  think  that  thing  should  be  brought  right  out 
here  into  the  Council,  not  letting  it  lie  on  the  table. 
Bring  it  out,  and  then  act  as  we  should  act. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
a  chance  to  make  a  brief  statement. 

Chairman  SULLIVAN— The  Chair  will  rule  that 
debate  on  the  merits  of  the  taxicab  situation  at 
this  time  is  out  of  order. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— I  would  like  to  debate  the 
constitutionality  of  the  thing,  in  a  way  that  I 
think  would  be  of  interest  to  the  Body,  and  for 
that  purpose  would  like  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  SULLIVAN — The  question  is  on 
giving  unanimous  consent. 

(Unanimous  consent  was  granted.) 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  you  will  re- 
member that  during  the  time  when  we  were  in 
executive  session,  1  asked  the  Police  Commissioner 
of  the  City  of  Boston  what  his  prime  reason  was  for 
promulgating  this  new  order  relating  to  the  taxicab 
situation  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.  Is  it  proper  for  the  gentlemen  to 
divulge  in  this  Council  what  takes  place  in  the 
Executive  Committee? 

Chairman  SULLIVAN — I  am  informed  that 
there  is  no  rule  to  the  contrary. 


Coun.  GOTTLIEB— The  Police  Commissioner 
stated  in  reply  that  his  action  was  taken  as  a  result 
of  his  conferences  with  representatives  of  labor, 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  others,  and  that 
the  establishment  of  this  order  would  tend  to 
benefit  the  taxi  operators  of  the  City  of  Boston 
and  thereby  help  employment.  I  asked  the  com- 
missioner at  that  time  if  he  would  incorporate  the 
statement  in  the  records,  but  there  was  no  such 
incorporation.  I  want  this  to  go  into  the  record, 
that  I  strongly  believe  that  the  Police  Commis- 
sioner of  the  City  of  Boston  has  no  right  to  pass 
any  order  relating  to  taxicab  cabs  or  anything  else 
which  will  tend  to  regulate  employment  of  resi- 
dents of  the  City  of  Boston.  I  feel  strongly  that 
such  an  order,  affecting  the  employment  situation, 
should  have  its  inception  in  this  Body  and  that  the 
Police  Commissioner  should  confine  himself  to 
regulation  of  traffic  congestion  in  the  City  of 
Boston. 


REPAYING    WARD    15    STREETS. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  the  following 
streets  in  Ward  15,  under  the  \V.  P.  A.  plan  of 
construction: 

Inwood  street.  Olney  street,  Blakeville  street, 
Longfellow  street.  Homes  avenue. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE      OF     WARD     18    STREETS. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners and  the  Commissioner  of  Public  \Vorks 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
make  a  complete  survey  of  the  streets  in  the 
"Belnel  Village''  section  of  Ward  18,  and  formu- 
late plans  to  have  these  streets  accepted  as  public 
highways  and  laid  out  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of 
construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FIELD    HOUSE,    WOOD    AVENUE 
PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
formulate  and  present  plans  to  the  authorities  of 
\V.  P.  A.  for  the  construction  of  a  permanent 
brick  field  house,  with  every  modern  facility  for 
showers,  etc.,  on  Wood  Avenue  Plavground, 
Ward  18. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC   SIGNS,   WARD    18. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  erecting  "Stop"  and 
"Enter"  signs  at  the  intersection  of  Reservation 
road  and  Business  street,  Ward  18,  the  scene  of 
many  recent  accidents. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  ENGLERT, 
at  5.44  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Mondav,  February  5, 
1940,  at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  February  5,  1940. 
Regular   meeting   of   the    City    Council   in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
GALVIN  in  the  chair  and  all  the  members  present. 


Coun.  LANGAN  in  the  chair. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  Coun.  TAYLOR  presiding 
at  the  box  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor,  as  follows: 

Eighty-nine  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  March  4,  1940: 

John  Barranco,  Ward  1;  Frank  Cancian,  Ward  1; 
Antonio  DellOrfano,  Ward  1;  Melvin  J.  Joyce, 
Ward  1;  James  A.  Sheffield,  Jr.,  Ward  1;  Basil 
Wright,  Ward  1;  Robert  F.  Auld,  Ward  2;  Michael 
F.  Clifford,  Ward  3;  Frank  Eckler,  Jr.,  Ward  3; 
Charles  Gillian,  Ward  3;  Raffaele  W.  Iennaco, 
Ward  3;  James  A.  McCoul,  Ward  3;  Fred  J. 
Schlehuber,  Ward  3;  Charles  Walton,  Ward  3; 
Harold  G.  D.  Clements,  Ward  4;  Frederick  J. 
Ellis,  Ward  4;  Gustav  Svenson,  Ward  4;  Frank 
Bluett,  Ward  5;  John  G.  Cornish,  Ward  5;  Harold 

E.  Hanscom,  Ward  5;  Joseph  P.  Reagan,  Ward  5; 
George  S.  Drummey,  Ward  6;  Edward  J.  Mulcahy, 
Ward  6;  Joseph  V.  O'Brien,  Ward  6;  Thomas  W. 
Riggins,  Ward  6;  William  J.  Barry,  Ward  7;  James 

F.  Byrnes,  Ward  7;  Alexander  Campbell,  Ward  7; 
Samuel  R.  Hodges,  Ward  7;  Joseph  F.  McCarthy, 
Ward  7;  William  A.  Owens,  Ward  7;  Louis  C. 
Dalche,  Ward  8;  James  P.  Haggerty,  Ward  8; 
Reuben  F.  Honen,  Ward  8;  Albert  W.  Sumner, 
Ward  8;  Edward  F.  Wallace,  Ward  8;  Vincent  P. 
Carson,  Ward  9;  Otto  Walker,  Ward  9;  Edmund 

G.  Doyle,  Ward  10;  John  G.  Finneran,  Ward  10; 
Oliver  ;Judge,  Ward  10;  Edward  F.  Kelley,  Ward 
10;  Thomas  F.  Curran,  Ward  11;  George  S.  Lewis, 
Ward  11;  John  D.  Weber,  Ward  11;  John  J. 
Kelley,  Ward  13;  John  O'Shaughnessy,  Ward  13; 
David  F.  Roche,  Ward  13;  Albert  C.  West,  Ward 
13;  Marks  Green,  Ward  14;  Robert  Johnstone, 
Ward  14;  Nathan  Prives,  Ward  14;  John  J.  Fred- 
ericks, Ward  15;  Edward  J.  Ryan,  Ward  15 
Edward  P.  Silva,  Ward  15;  LeRoy  R.  Ward 
Ward  15;  George  U.  Clough,  Jr.,  Ward  16;  Lewis 
A.  Gallagher,  Ward  16;  John  A.  Jones,  Ward  16 
William  X.  Kennedy,  Ward  16;  Charles  C.  Ryder 
Ward  17;  William  H.  T.  DeMerritt,  Ward  18 
Richard  D.  Grayson,  Ward  18;  Alfred  C.  Hayer. 
Ward  18;  Edwin  E.  Leason,  Ward  18;  Cornelius 
J.  Collins,  Ward  19;  Thomas  P.  Galvin,  Ward  19 
John  A.  Gillis,  Ward  19;  Edward  B.  Havey 
Ward  19;  James  J.  McElroy,  Ward  19;  John  R 
Bouldry,  Ward  20;  Patrick  F.  Coleman,  Ward  20 
Timothy  J.  Donoghue,  Ward  20;  James  F.  Finley 
Ward  20;  Frank  B.  Francy,  Ward  20;  Lawrence  F 
Lyons,  Ward  20;  P.  Albin  Nyber'g,  Ward  20 
Frederick  A.  Publicover,  Jr.,  Ward  20;  Nathan 
Binder,  Ward  21;  Joseph  H.  Fine,  Ward  21;  Ed- 
ward A.  Greene,  Ward  21;  Hugh  J.  MacMackin, 
Jr.,  Ward  21;  Justin  T.  McLaughlin,  Ward  21; 
Stuart  Pierce,  Ward  21;  David  Sawyer,  Ward  21; 
Harvey  A.  Tilton,  Ward  21;  Frederick  L.  Connors, 
Ward  22;  Paul  J.  Ford,  Ward  22;  William  H. 
Carney,  Ward  22. 

One  hundred  forty-eight  traverse  jurors,  Su- 
perior Civil  Court,  to  appear  March  4,  1940: 

Patrick  J.  Berry,  Ward  1;  John  J.  Clayton, 
Ward  1;  Thomas  J.  Collins,  Ward  1;  Henry  J. 
Doherty,  Ward  1;  Walter  L.  Donahue,  Ward  1; 
George  Grace,  Ward  1;  John  V.  Ippolito,  Ward  1; 
Vincent  Scaramella,  Ward  1;  George  M.  Sheedy, 
Ward  1;  Thomas  Tobin,  Ward  1;  Norman  A. 
DeCoste,  Ward  2;  Hugh  Doherty,  Ward  2; 
Edward  J.  Kirby,  Ward  2;  Francis  D.  O'Brien, 
Ward  2;  John  J.  Flynn  Ward  2;  Charles  W. 
Geoghegan,  Ward  2;  Abraham  C.  Habeeb,  Ward  3; 
Louis  Lammo,  Ward  3;  Joseph  Moran,  Ward  3; 
Frank  Sivacek,  Ward  3;  Fred  E.  Mann,  Ward  3; 
Edwin   L.   Moore,   Ward   3;   George   R.   Garden, 


Ward  4;  Forrest  H.  Green,  Ward  4;  Thomas 
Lynne,  Ward  4;  Charles  A.,  Newman,  Ward  4; 
Allen  W.  Marsh,  Ward  4;  Owen  T.  McCabe, 
Ward  4;  Walter  F.  Caverly,  AVard  5;  Edward 
Dana,  Ward  5;  Jeffrey  Burton  Drake,  Ward  5; 
William  F.  Greene,  Ward  5;  William  J.  O'Connell, 
Ward  5;  Max  Stanga,  Ward  5;  Kelso  Sutton, 
Ward  5;  Joseph  W.  Bradeen,  Ward  6;  John  J. 
Connors,  Ward  6;  Abram  C.  Doyle,  Ward  6; 
Stephen  J.  Fitzpatrick,  Ward  6;  Charles  Geribo, 
Ward  6;  Frank  L.  Gleason,  Ward  6;  Ernest  R. 
Howe,  Ward  6;  Harold  Johnson,  Ward  6;  William 
P.  McBride,  Ward  6;  Michael  F.  Moriarty, 
Ward  6;  Julius  Tamulis,  Jr.,  Ward  6;  John  N. 
Tracy,  Ward  6;  Augustus  L.  Harrison,  Ward  7; 
Joseph  B.  Kelly,  Ward  7;  James  D.  Lambie, 
Ward  7;  John  A.  Masters,  Ward  7;  Samuel 
Richards,  Jr.,  Ward  7;  Amos  L.  Elliott,  Ward  8; 
Richard  W.  Garrity,  Jr.,  Ward  8;  David  T. 
Gordon,  Ward  8;  Frank  Harvey,  Ward  8;  Joseph 
F.  Holland,  Ward  8;  Clarence  Hopkins,  Ward  8; 
Harry  W.  Reid,  Ward  8;  Arthur  J.  Brown,  Ward 
9;  Michael  P.  Canney,  Ward  9;  Michael  Hoey, 
Ward  9;  Spencer  Jones,  Ward  9;  Robert  White- 
side, Ward  9;  Leonard  R.  Frink,  Ward  10;  John 
O'Neil,  Ward  10;  Theodore  Oram,  Ward  10; 
Frank  M.  Quigley,  Ward  10;  Franklin  A.  Roffey, 
Ward  10;  John  J.  Sullivan,  Ward  10;  John  J. 
Toohy,  Ward  10;  Albert  H.  Ladd,  Ward  11; 
John  L.  Murphy,  Ward  11;  James  Sidman, 
Ward  11;  James  Suplee,  Ward  11:  Frank  Gorman, 
Ward  12;  James  MacGillivray,  Ward  12;  Frank 
W.  McLaughlin,  Ward  12;  Abraham  Pearlstein, 
Ward  12;  John  A.  Showstead,  Ward  12;  Hyman 
Sokol,  Ward  12;  Leo  A.  Wood,  Ward  12;  Dennis 
Joseph  Cadigan,  Ward  13;  Henry  J.  Carty,  Jr., 
Ward  13;  John  E.  Ellsworth,  Ward  13;  James  F. 
Haley,  Ward  13;  John  C.  Harrison,  Ward  13; 
Harold  W.  Keefe,  Ward  13;  Edward  B.  Maxwell, 
Ward  13;  John  J.  McCoy,  Ward  13;  Edward  J. 
Moore,  Ward  13;  Joseph  P.  Flaherty,  Ward  14; 
Jeremiah  W.  Hurley,  Ward  14;  David  J.  Brock- 
man,  Ward  15;  Vernon  W.  Connolly,  Ward  15; 
John  M.  Crafts,  Ward  15;  James  Diver.  Ward 
15;  John  F.  Hames,  Ward  15;  Francis  F.  Har- 
rington, Ward  15;  Thomas  F.  Leonard,  Ward 
15;  Thomas  J.  McGee,  Ward  15;  Eugene  J. 
Moriarty,  Ward  15;  Arthur  D.  Boyle,  Ward  16; 
Eugene  Francis  Donovan,  Ward  16;  Eugene  F. 
Moore,  Ward  16;  Edward  Williams,  Ward  16; 
Arthur  B.  Donahue,  Ward  17;  Arthur  W.  Gibson, 
Ward  17;  John  T.  Hagen,  Ward  17;  Charles 
N.  Harlan,  Ward  17;  Edward  S.  Lincoln,  Ward 
17;  Jacob  Schweiz,  Ward  17;  James  F.  Walsh, 
Ward  17;  Charles  Benker,  Ward  18;  James  J. 
Drinan,  Ward  18;  Neil  M.  Forsyth,  Ward  18; 
William  E.  Holtham,  Ward  18;  Edward  A.  McCabe, 
Ward  18;  Henry  P.  Murphy,  Ward  18;  Thomas  J. 
O'Brien,  Ward  18;  Frank  D.  Sears,  Ward  18; 
Charles  H.  Thebado,  Ward  18;  Fred  W.  Gilbert, 
Jr.,  Ward  19;  Alfred  W.  Jenkins,  Ward  19;  Walter 
W.  Johnson,  Ward  19;  Christopher  Kellv,  Ward 
19;  Michael  A.  Lawton,  Ward  19;  William  T. 
O'Donnell,  Ward  19;  Albert  Schmidt,  Ward  19; 
Andrew  Todd,  Ward  19;  Cedric  Asquith,  Ward  20; 
Patrick  J.  Donahue,  Ward  20;  Arthur  E.  Engdahl, 
Ward  20;  Martin  J.  Hanley,  Ward  20;  Frank  L 
Matthews,  Ward  20;  Charles  E.  Moon,  Ward  20; 
Alexander  D.  Morgan,  Jr.,  Ward  20;  Ernest  H. 
Morris,  Ward  20;  Thomas  P.  Morris,  Ward  20; 
Carl  A.  Olson,  Ward  20;  Jerome  A.  Reinhalter, 
Ward  20;  Walter  M.  Costello,  Ward  21;  Daniel 
F.  Crane,  Ward  21;  Harry  Hamilton,  Ward  21; 
Joseph  P.  F.  Kelley,  Ward  21;  Charles  F.  Shugrue, 
Ward  21;  John  J.  Fitzgerald,  Ward  22;  Lawrence 
Novack,  Ward  22. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  BOARD  OF  ZONING 
ADJUSTMENT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  1,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Zoning  Adjust- 
ment requesting  an  appropriation  of  $1,500  for 
the  operating  expenses  of  this  Board  for  the  year 
1940. 

In  compliance  with  this  request,  I  submit  the 

attached    order    providing    for   the    appropriation 

of  the  required  amount  from  the  Contingent  Fund, 

and  recommend  adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 

M.vuiuce  J.  Tobin,  Mayor, 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


City  of  Boston, 
Boar4  of  Zoning  Adjustment, 

January  13.  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — The  Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment, 
constituted  under  section  20,  chapter  488,  of  the 
Acts  of  1924,  voted  at  its  meeting  January  12, 1940, 
to  respectfully  request  an  appropriation  of  $1,500 
from  the  Contingent  Fund  to  cover  operating 
expenses  for  the  year  1940. 

The  money  is  expended  for  verbatim  records 
of  public  hearings,  blueprints,  postage,  automobile 
hire  for  inspection  trips,  personal  services,  in- 
cluding engineering,  drafting,  secretarial  and 
clerical  work  and  miscellaneous  expenses.  There 
is  a  balance  on  hand  as  of  January,  1940,  of 
$351.74. 

It  is  the  Board's  opinion  that  the  sum  requested, 
namely,   $1,500,   will   be   reasonably  adequate  to 
carry  on  its  work  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Frederic  H.  Fay,  Chairman, 
Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  ($1,500)  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Zoning  Adjustment,  for  the  operating  expenses 
of  this  Board  for  the  year  1940,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund,  when  made. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


SALE    OF   LAND,    OLD    CENTRE    STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  2,  1940. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  an  order  for 
transfer  to  Lillian  Layden  of  Dedham,  a  certain 
parcel  of  land  comprising  forty-five  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  (-4,568)  square  feet,  which  is  contiguous 
to  and  formerly  the  northerly  and  southerly 
boundaries  of  land  now  owned  by  the  said  Lillian 
Layden  and  situated  on  said  Old  Centre  street, 
West  Roxbury. 

The  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  have  dis- 
continued this  parcel  of  land  as  a  public  highway 
and  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  informs  me 
that  this  parcel  of  land  is  no  longer  needed  for 
public  purposes.  The  Custodian  cf  Foreclosed 
Real  Estate  has  appraised  this  parcel  of  land 
and  has  placed  a  valuation  thereon  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  (150)  dollars. 

The  purpose  of  this  transfer  is  to  permit  the 
said  Lillian  Layden  to  go  forward  with  a  home- 
building  project  upon  this  and  adjoining  land. 
As  this  property  is  no  longer  needed  for  public 
purposes,  and  the  land  will  be  used  for  the  purposes 
of  home  construction,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
this  transfer  of  the  land  should  be  made  for  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  dollars.  I 
therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  February  1,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — By  an  order  of  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
approved  by  the  Mayor  of  Boston  on  May  5, 
1939,  a  portion  of  the  highway  named  Old  Centre 
street,  West  Roxbury,  consisting  of  forty-five 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  (4,568)  square  feet,  was 
discontinued.  This  discontinuance  is  shown  on  a 
plan  marked  "City  of  Boston,  Old  Centre  Street, 
West  Roxbury,  September  1,  1938,  William  J. 
Sullivan,  Chief  Engineer,  Street  Laying-Out  De- 
partment." This  discontinued  portion  of  Old 
Centre  street  is  contiguous  to  the  property  of  one 
Lillian  Layden  of  Dedham.  Lillian  Layden 
desires  to  obtain  the  ownership  of  this  discon- 
tinued portion  of  Old  Centre  street.  A  copy 
of  this  plan  is  inclosed  herewith. 

In  accordance  with  the  request  contained  in 
letter  from  your  office  dated  January  29,  1940,  I 
inclose  herewith  an  order  to  be  introduced  in, 
together  with  a  letter  of  transmittal  to,  the  City 
Council,   if   the   same   meets   with  your  Honor's 


approval,  authorizing  the  conveyance  of  all  the 
city's  right,  title  and  interest  in  the  said  parcel 
ol  land  to  Lillian  Layden. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Henry  Parkman,  Jr., 
Corporation  Counsel. 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of 
the  City  of  Boston  by  a  resolve  and  order  ap- 
proved by  bis  Honor  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  May 
5,  1939,  discontinued  a  part  of  the  highway 
named  Old  Centre  street,  containing  forty-five 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  square  feet,  more  or 
less,  and  situated  near  the  Dedham  boundary 
line,  and  contiguous  to  the  premises  of  Lillian 
Layden;  and 

Whereas,  Lillian  Layden  of  Dedham  is  desirous 
of  obtaining  the  ownership  of  said  forty-five 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  feet;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  forty-five  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  square  feet  of  land  are  no  longer  needed  for 
public  purposes;  now.  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered.  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  convey  to  the  said  Lillian 
Layden,  by  an  instrument  in  writing,  satisfactory 
in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  fifty  (1.50)  dollars  paid  to  the  City  of 
Boston  by  the  said  Lillian  Layden.  all  the  City 
of  Boston's  right,  title  and  interest  in  the  said 
forty-five  hundred  and  sixty-eight  square  feet  discon- 
tinued as  aforesaid,  and  bounded  and  described 
as  follows: 

Northerly  by  land  of  Lillian  Layden  by  four 
measurements,  seventy-two  and  41-100  (72.41) 
feet;  fourteen  and  92-100  (14.92)  feet;  twentv- 
one  (21)  feet,  and  fifteen  and  83-100  (15.83) 
feet;  easterly  by  the  westerly  line  of  Old  Centre 
street  by  two  measurements,  twelve  and  76-100 
(12.76)  feet  and  sixty-seven  and  91-100  (67.91) 
feet;  southerly  by  other  land  of  Lillian  Layden  by 
two  measurements,  thirty-four  and  14—100  (34.14 
feet  and  fifty-eight  and  23-100  (5S.23)  feet;  and 
westerly  by  the  boundary  line  between  the  City 
of  Boston  and  the  town  of  Dedham,  thirty-eight 
and  82-100  (38.82)  feet,  containing  forty-five 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  (4.568)  square  feet  and 
shown  on  a  plan  showing  the  discontinuance  of  a 
part  of  Old  Centre  street.  West  Hoxbury,  near  the 
boundary  line  between  Boston  and  Dedham  and 
marked  "City  of  Boston,  Old  Centre  Street,  West 
Roxhury,  September  1.  1938.  William  J.  Sullivan, 
Chief  Engineer,  Street  Laying-Out  Department." 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Street  Laying-Out 
Department,  City  Hall  Annex.  Boston. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


SALE  OF  LAND,   NORTH   GROVE  STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City    of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  5,  1940. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  City  of  Boston  is  the  owner 
of  a  certain  parcel  of  land  containing  22,489 
square  feet  situated  on  the  northwesterly  side  of 
North  Grove  street  upon  which  the  Northern 
District  Mortuary  and  wooden  buildings  in  use 
by  the  Health  Department  as  a  garage  are  located. 

The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  the  owner 
of  certain  parcels  of  land  situated  on  the  north- 
westerly side  of  North  Grove  street  and  bounding 
the  land  of  the  City  of  Boston,  is  desirous  of  ob- 
taining for  hospital  purposes  the  land  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  and  has  made  an  offer  of  sixty-four 
thousand  three  hundred  eighty-nine  (64,389) 
dollars,  together  with  a  grant  of  1,026  square  feet 
of  land  situated  on  the  northerly  side  of  Cam- 
bridge street.  This  latter  parcel  of  land  upon 
conveyance  thereof  to  the  City  of  Boston  is  to  be 
utilized  by  the  Sheriff  of  Suffolk  County  as  a  drive- 
way and  rear  entrance  to  the  jail. 

I  am  informed  that  the  parcel  of  land  of  the 
City  of  Boston  together  with  the  buildings  thereon 
are  no  longer  needed  for  public  purposes,  with  the 
exception  of  the  building  known  as  the  "Morgue," 
and  for  which  an  express  reservation  has  been 
made  in  the  accompanying  order  to  the  effect  that 
the  City  of  Boston  will  be  allowed  to  continue  to 
maintain,  use  and  occupy  the  said  Morgue  until 
September  30,  1942,  which  date  is  subsequent 
to  the  expiration  of  the  commission  of  the  present 
Medical  Examiner  for  the  Northern  District  of 
Suffolk  County. 
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I  am  further  informed  that  this  land  will  in  great 
measure  help  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital 
in  carrying  on  its  hospital  work. 

I  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the  in- 
closed order. 

Respectfully, 
Matjkice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  is  the  present 
owner  of  a  certain  parcel  of  land  together  with 
the  buildings  thereon,  situated  on  the  northwesterly 
side  of  North  Grove  street  in  the  City  of  Boston 
and  more  fully  described  and  shown  as  "Parcel  C" 
on  a  plan  hereinafter  referred  to;   and 

Whereas,  The  said  premises,  "Parcel  C,"are  no 
longer  needed  for  public  purposes;    and 

Whereas,  The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
a  corporation  duly  organized  under  the  laws  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  and  having  a 
usual  place  of  business  in  the  City  of  Boston,  is  the 
owner  of  a  certain  parcel  of  land  situated  on  the 
northerly  side  of  Cambridge  street  and  on  the 
northwesterly  side  of  North  Grove  street  in  the 
City  of  Boston  and  more  fully  described  and  shown 
as  "Parcel  A"  on  a  plan  hereinafter  referred  to; 
and 

Whereas,  The  said  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital  desires  to  purchase  for  hospital  purposes 
said  "Parcel  C"  and  has  offered  to  the  City  of 
Boston  as  consideration  therefor  the  sum  of  sixty- 
four  thousand  three  hundred  eighty-nine  (64,389) 
dollars  and  to  grant  to  the  City  of  Boston  said 
"Parcel  A";    now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  sell  at  private  sale  to  the 
said  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  all  the  city's 
right,  title  and  interest  in  and  to  said  "Parcel  C," 
together  with  the  buildings  thereon,  for  the  sum 
of  sixty-four  thousand  three  hundred  eighty-nine 
(64,389)  dollars,  and  the  grant  to  the  City  of 
Boston  of  said  "Parcel  A";  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver,  in 
the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  an 
instrument  in  writing  satisfactory  in  form  to  the 
Law  Department  of  said  City  of  Boston  wherein 
the  said  City  of  Boston  conveys  to  the  said  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital  all  the  city's  right, 
title  and  interest  in  and  to  said  "Parcel  C,"  to- 
gether with  the  buildings  thereon,  excepting  there- 
from and  reserving  to  the  said  City  of  Boston  the 
right  to  continue  to  maintain,  use  and  occupy 
the  building  known  as  the  Northern  District 
Mortuary,  and  shown  on  the  plan  hereinafter 
referred  to  as  "Morgue,"  for  the  period  ending 
with  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  1942,  bounded 
and  described  as  follows: 

Northerly  by  land  of  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Hospital,  one  hundred  forty-seven  and 
20-100  (147.20)  feet;  easterly  by  North  Grove 
street  by  two  measurements,  twenty-five  (25) 
feet  and  ninety-six  and  81-100  (96.81)  feet; 
southerly  by  other  land  of  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Hospital,  fifty-one  (51)  feet;  easterly  again 
by  other  land  of  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital,  twenty-eight  and  27-100  (28.27)  feet; 
southerly  again  by  other  land  of  the  Massachu- 
setts General  Hospital,  forty-six  and  20-100 
(46.20)  feet;  easterly  again  by  other  land  of  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  twenty-nine  and 
75-100  (29.75)  feet;  southerly  again  by  land  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  fifty-four  and  99-100  (54.99) 
feet;  and  easterly  by  other  land  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  one  hundred  seventy-six  and  44-100 
(176.44)  feet,  containing  twenty-two  thousand 
four  hundred  eighty-nine  (22,489)  square  feet  of 
land,  more  or  less.  All  of  said  measurements  are 
shown  on  a  plan  marked  "Plan  of  Land  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  Scale  20  feet  to  an  inch,  January  31,  1940, 
William  T.  Morrissey,  Division  Engineer,  George 
G.  Hyland,  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,"  and 
designated  as  "Parcel  C"  thereon. 

Upon  the  payment  by  the  said  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  to  City  of  Boston  the  sum  of 
sixty-four  thousand  three  hundred  eighty-nine 
(64,389)  dollars,  and  the  delivery  to  the  City  of 
Boston  by  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital 
of  a  deed  satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  Depart- 
ment of  the  City  of  Boston  wherein  the  said 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital  conveys  to  the 
City  of  Boston  all  the  said  hospital's  right,  title 
and  interest  in  and  to  said  "Parcel  A,"  bounded 
and  described  as  follows: 

Northerly  by  land  of  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Hospital  thirteen  and  2-100  (13.02)  feet; 
easterly  by  other  land  of  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Hospital,  seventy-five  (75)  feet;  southerly  by 
Cambridge   street,    fourteen   and    11-100    (14.11) 


feet;  westerly  by  Cambridge  Street  avenue, 
forty-seven  and  25-100  (47.25)  feet;  northerly 
again  by  land  of  the  City  of  Boston,  one  and 
23-100  (1.23)  feet;  westerly  again  by  other  land 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  thirty  and  25-100  (30.25) 
feet,  containing  one  thousand  and  twenty-six 
(1,026)  square  feet  of  land,  more  or  less.  All  of 
said  measurements  are  shown  on  a  plan  marked 
"Plan  of  Land  in  Boston,  Mass.,  Scale  20  feet  to 
an  inch,  January  31,  1940,  William  T.  Morrissey, 
Division  Engineer,  George  G.  Hyland,  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works,"  and  designated  as 
"Parcel  A"  thereon. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz. : 

Claims. 

Andrew  Square  Hardware  Company,  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  property  at  611  Dor- 
chester avenue,  caused  by  bursting  water  main. 

Paul  Digiovanna,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Ellen  F.  Duggan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Burbank  and 
Hemenway  streets. 

Cecil  G.  Harris,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  45  Rockwell  street,  caused  by  break 
in  water  main. 

E.  Wendell  Hoffman,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Montebello 
road  and  Marmion  street. 

Clarence  D.  Horrigan,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
expenses  incurred  in  repairing  sewer  at  10  Fawn- 
dale  road. 

Mary  A.  Joubert,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  La  Grange 
street. 

Joseph  J.  Kolbiski,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  cart. 

John  F.  Madden,  for  refund  on  street  sign. 

John  J.  Marshall,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
ment issued  against  him. 

Mohican  Company,  for  rebate  on  permit  for 
arc  lamps. 

Peter  Morello,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  caused  by  horse  and  wagon. 

Ida  0'Rourke,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Beech  street. 

Ethel  M.  Perry,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  31  Rockwell  street,  caused  by 
broken  water  pipes. 

Ellen  M.  O'Shea,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  fire  hose. 

James  T.  Saunders,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  garbage  truck. 

John  A.  Tarbell,  for  refund  on  ferry  tickets. 

James  A.  Woodman,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  alleged  defect  in  Arlington 
street. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Theresa  McLaughlin,  to  be  paid 
annuity .  on  account  of  death  of  her  husband, 
Bernard  P.  McLaughlin,  a  member  of  Fire  De- 
partment. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 

Petition  of  Kenmore  Realty  Corporation,  for 
driveway  openings  on  Ipswich  street. 

Petition  of  Esther  Rubin,  for  driveway  openings 
at  655-665  Commonwealth  avenue  and  5  Granby 
street,  Ward  5. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  WILLIAM  E.  CARNEY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Health  Depart- 
ment of  appointment  of  William  E.  Carney  of 
86  Market  street,  Brighton,  as  inspector  of  animals 
intended  for  slaughter  for  food  purposes. 

Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK   ASSESSMENTS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  with  orders  assessing 
half  cost  for  constructing  sidewalks,  as  follows: 

Half  Cost. 

Laban  Pratt  road,  Ward  16 $538  78 

Arbroth  street,  Ward  16 606  61 

The  orders  were  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


RIGHT   TO   CLAIM   EXEMPTIONS. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  and 
Commissioner  of  Corporations  and  Taxation  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
adopt  a  system  of  notifying  the  taxpayers  of  the 
rights  given  to  them  under  the  General  Laws 
to  claim  exemptions,  by  causing  an  abstract  of 
the  General  Laws  allowing  exemptions  to  be  con- 
spicuously printed  on  all  forms  for  listings  of 
property  and  on  all  tax  bills. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  fully  appre- 
ciate the  financial  condition  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
I  realize  that  it  will  be  only  through  the  most 
rigid  economy  and  the  finding  of  new  sources 
of  revenue  that  the  city  may  possibly  be  able 
to  continue  without  going  into  bankruptcy.  I 
readily  appreciate  the  problem  that  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  is  confronted  with  of  providing 
money,  for  example,  to  meet  the  unemployment 
problem,  as  is  well  shown  in  the  budget  item  that 
provides  over  $10,000,000  for  public  welfare. 
But  I  do  feel  that  in  taxing  the  citizens  of  Boston, 
the  city  fathers  and  the  various  department 
heads  should  show  some  spirit  of  humanitarianism. 
Not  long  ago  we  heard  the  proposal  to  tax  wire- 
haired  terriers  and  other  dogs  as  property.  To 
my  way  of  thinking,  the  revenue  derived  from 
such  a  source  would  be  very  small,  in  fact  picayune. 
Only  recently  it  has  been  called  to  my  attention 
by  a  citizen  of  my  district,  a  lady  who  rents  a 
lodging  house,  that  she  has  received  a  tax  bill 
in  the  amount  of  $39.09  for  personal  property. 
The  total  income  of  this  good  lady  is  derived 
from  renting  rooms  in  this  lodging  house.  After 
paying  for  rent,  gas,  electricity,  fuel,  the  poor 
lady  has  not  money  enough  for  the  bare  necessi- 
ties of  life,  and  yet  the  City  of  Boston  is  calling 
upon  her  to  pay  $39.09  in  taxes  on  personal  prop- 
erty, upon  which,  under  the  law,  she  could  properly 
claim  exemption.  This  noon  another  lady  called 
on  me  and  stated  that  she  had  received  a  tax 
bill  of  $20  as  a  personal  property  tax,  assessment 
on  household  furniture  in  the  rooms  she  rents. 
This  poor  lady  is  supporting  an  invalid  husband 
and  an  aged  mother,  and  she  is  now  called  upon 
to  pay  this  tax,  on  which,  under  the  law,  she  is 
undoubtedly  entitled  to  an  exemption.  I  contend 
that  in  the  majority  of  cases  these  poor  people 
could  properly,  under  the  law,  claim  personal  ex- 
emption if  they  knew  the  provisions  of  the  law,  but 
these  bills  are  sent  to  them  from  the  assessors' 
office  and  there  is  nothing  on  their  face  to  show  to 
them  their  legal  rights  in  the  matter,  rights 
to  which  they  are  entitled  under  the  general  law 
allowing  them  to  claim  exemptions.  There  is 
nobody  around  them  to  inform  them  of  such 
rights  under  the  general  laws,  they  are  not  finan- 
cially able  to  consult  a  lawyer  so  as  to  be  advised 
on  their  rights,  and  they  simply  go  ahead  and 
pay  the  bill  as  presented,  although  they  can  ill 
afford  to  do  so.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  these  poor 
souls  receive  a  demand  and  are  frightened,  afraid 
that  they  are  going  to  be  put  under  arrest  unless 
they  pay  the  bill.  I  say  that  this  system  of  collec- 
ing  taxes  is  the  most  inhumane  thing  I  know  of. 
So  I  say  that  when  the  City  of  Boston  taxes  the 
furniture  of  these  poor  lodging  house  keepers,  it 
should  at  least  inform  them  of  their  rights  under 
the  law,  and  I  say  that  we  should  impress  upon 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  the  importance,  through  the 
assessors  and  the  Commissioner  of  Corporations 
and  Taxation,  of  notifying  the  taxpayers  of  their 
right  to  claim  exemption  under  the  law,  by  caus- 
ing an  abstract  of  the  General  Laws  allowing 
exemption  to  be  conspicuously  printed  on  all 
forms  for  listings  of  property  and  on  all  tax  bills. 
Also,  speaking  on  this  general  tax  question,  and 
taking,  for  example,  our  municipal  airport,  why 
should  lodging  house  keepers  be  forced  to  pay 
their  proportion  of  the  burden  of  keeping  that 
airport  going?  Why  shouldn't  a  landing  charge 
be  made  for  the  commercial  planes  that  are 
landing  there?  Why  shouldn't  the  City  of 
Boston  establish  and  enforce  a  landing  fee  which 
would  help  to  maintain  the  airport,  without  soak- 
ing these  poor  ladies  for  a  part  of  it  through  a  tax 
upon  them?  I  would  like  to  know  the  reason. 
Of  course,  we  all  realize  that  reasonable  taxes 
must  be  levied  in  order  to  carry  on  our  municipal 
activities,  but  certainly  the  principles  of  com- 
mon sense  and  justice  should  be  applied  in  levying 
them.  Our  taxation  is  not  only  hitting  the  rich, 
but  the  poor,  and  we  as  members  of  the  City 
Council  should  endeavor  to  do  something  to 
relieve  the  present  situation.  The  City  Charter 
says  that  we  can  cut  the  budget,  and  I  believe  we 


should  do  so  as  far  as  is  reasonable,  making  as 
light  as  possible  the  assessment  on  our  residents 
and  home  owners,  while  realizing,  of  course,  that 
sufficient  money  must  be  raised  to  meet  the 
proper  needs  of  our  municipal  departments.  I 
certainly  do  trust,  however,  that  the  Mayor  will 
take  steps,  in  so  far  as  is  possible,  to  see  that 
these  poor  people  are  at  least  notified  of  their 
right  to  tax  exemptions  under  the  law. 

Coun.  WARD — Mr.  President,  I  want  to  join 
with  the  Republican  whip  of  the  Council  in  en- 
deavoring to  seek  a  proper  solution  of  the  question 
he  has  raised.  Certainly,  residents  in  the  various 
districts  should  be  notified  of  their  rights  under  the 
law  in  connection  with  these  tax  bills.  I  have  in 
mind  a  case,  although  not  a  lodging  house,  where 
a  poor  person  has  been  taxed  on  $400  personal 
property.  I  have  always  been  led  to  believe 
that  under  the  law  there  is  an  exemption  up  to 
81, 000,  but  it  now  seems  that  the  assessors  are 
going  into  small  homes  and  making  these  assess- 
ments. I  don't  believe  the  situation  can  be 
remedied  by  cutting  the  budget,  but  I  do  think 
that  this  is  a  matter  that  should  be  called  to  the 
attention  of  the  assessors  so  that  when  they 
enter  homes  the  owners  should  be  notified  of 
their  right  to  an  exemption  up  to  SI. 000. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— While  I  agree  with  the 
gentlemen  from  the  Back  Bay  (Coun.  Chase) 
and  from  Brighton  (Coun.  Ward!  that  something 
should  be  done  in  this  matter,  I  don't  think  that 
the  fault  lies  with  the  assessors  in  carrying  out 
their  duty.  Nine  times  out  of  ten  they  do  not 
tax  personal  property  that  does  not  amount  to 
over  81,000,  but  in  the  wealthy  Back  Bay  district 
and  in  parts  of  the  district  that  the  gentleman 
from  Brighton  comes  from,  there  are  magnificent 
homes  occupied  by  people  well  capable  of  paying, 
who  have  furniture  and  equipment  valued  in 
many  cases  from  825.000  up  to  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars,  and  I  think  those  people 
certainly  should  pay  a  proper  tax.  I  certainly 
sympathize  with  the  individual  cases  that  the 
gentleman  from  the  Back  Bay  has  referred  to. 
but  I  certainly  feel  that  when  such  cases  are  called 
to  the  attention  of  the  Assessing  Department 
the  assessments  will  be  abated  without  further 
trouble. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  speaking  in 
behalf  of  my  order  I  neglected  to  state  the  whole 
ruse.  I  not  only  represent  a  part  of  the  Back 
Buy,  but  a  good  part  of  the  South  End,  and  I 
claim  that  the  property  owners  there  should  be 
given  full  information  of  their  rights  in  the  matter 
of  exemption.  I  know  of  cases  in  the  South  End 
where  good,  law-abiding  citizens,  who  work  hard 
to  acquire  the  necessities  of  life,  have  been  de- 
prived of  those  necessities  in  the  way  of  food  and 
clothing  because  of  the  tax  bills  they  have  had  to 
pay.  Had  they  known  of  the  exemptions  under 
the  law,  they  could  have  availed  themselves 
of  them,  but.  not  knowing,  they  did  not  claim  them. 
Therefore,  they  did  deprive  themselves  of  food, 
clothing  and  other  things  that  they  needed.  I 
say,  therefore,  that  everybody  should  be  given 
information  as  to  his  rights  under  the  general  laws. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SIDEWALK   OX   BELVIDERE    STREET. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  reconstruct  the  sidewalk  on  Belvidere  street 
which  begins  in  front  of  St.  Cecilia's  Church  and 
ends  at  Dalton  street,  with  artificial  stone,  said 
work  to  be  done  under  a  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  con- 
struction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENT  OF  WATER  BILLS,  PAROCHIAL 
SCHOOLS. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following 

Whereas,  The  Parochial  School  System  in  the 
City  of  Boston  has  resulted  in  a  saving  of  between 
ten  and  eleven  million  dollars  to  the  city  in  the 
construction  of  buildings,  heat,  light,  teachers, 
textbooks,  stationery,  etc.,  therefore  be  it 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  instructed,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  exempt  all  Parochial  Schools  in  the 
City  of  Boston  from  any  charge  for  water  con- 
sumption in  the  future. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


FEBRUARY    5,     1940. 
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FILING    CABINETS,    COUNCIL   MEMBERS. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  immediately  furnish  the  members  of 
the  City  Council  with  suitable  cabinets  for  the 
proper  filing  of  correspondence  in  the  City  Council 

Coun.  CAREY— Mr.  President,  I  don't  think 
it  is  necessary  to  say  more  than  a  word  or  two  on 
this  order,  and  I  believe  every  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil realizes  the  necessity  of  something  of  the  sort 
being  done.  We  all  have  letters  sent  to  us  from 
our  constituents  asking  that  certain  matters  be 
attended  to,  and  there  is  at  present  no  proper  place 
here  for  the  filing  of  such  correspondence.  In 
my  own  case  I  have  had  occasion  to  try  to  look  up 
some  correspondence  I  have  received,  and  the 
secretary  of  the  Council  has  at  times  spent  hours 
trying  to  find  a  letter,  frequently  without  suc- 
cess. That  is  because  there  is  no  proper  place 
here  for  the  filing  of  correspondence  of  members 
of  the  Body.  The  result  is  that  in  many  cases  we 
find  letters  torn  up  and  strewn  about  the  floor. 
I  don't  think  that  situation  should  be  allowed  to 
continue  in  this  Council.  In  connection  with  our 
duties  here  we  at  times  receive  very  important 
letters,  which  should  be  properly  filed.  I  feel, 
therefore,  that  action  such  as  is  suggested  in  the 
order  should  be  taken. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN,  the 
Council  took  up,  under  unfinished  business,  Nos. 
1  and  2  on  the  calendar,  viz.:- 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  January  29,  1940,  of  John  F.  Goff,  Charles 
Keane  and  Harry  P.  Finstein,  to  be  Constables, 
with  authority  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing 
bonds. 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  January  29,  1940,  of  Shirley  Bloom,  Harold 
Brewer,  David  Haseltine,  William  Mullin,  Richard 
J.  Welch,  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal;  and  Richard  J. 
Welch,  Paul  Edwards,  Howard  Wells,  Thomas 
Maloney,  Albert  J.  Lacroix,  to  be  Weighers  of 
Goods. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Ward  and  Coffey.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  20,  yes  18,  no  2,  and  the  appointments 
were  confirmed . 


PARKING    ON   PART    OF    WASHINGTON 
STREET. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That   the    Traffic   Commission   be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  allow 
angle  parking  on  the  northwest  side  of  Washington 
street,  from  Northampton  to  Camden  streets. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EAST   BOSTON   RELIEF   STATION. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  immediately  arrange  for  the  reopening 
of  the  entire  East  Boston  Relief  Station  on  a  full 
time  basis,  as  formerly. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  this  is  an  old 
story  with  the  people  of  East  Boston.  This  relief 
station  was  closed  on  March  9,  1938,  after  serving 
the  people  of  East  Boston  since  1904.  Since  it 
was  closed,  we  have  had  an  average  of  one  hundred 
accident  cases  every  month.  Last  year  I  filed  a 
bill  in  the  Legislature  asking  the  state  to  take 
over  the  hospital  and  maintain  it.  After  going 
through  the  House  and  taking  its  last  reading, 
on  the  final  enactment  it  was  lost  by  one  vote, — 
which  showed  that  the  members  of  the  Legislature 
realized  that  the  people  of  East  Boston  needed 
that  relief  station.  Last  year,  at  the  Columbus 
Day  banquet,  with  a  large  number  present,  the 
Mayor  said  that  he  had  made  a  mistake  in  closing 
our  hospital  and  that  he  intended  to  reopen  it. 
The  first  of  this  year  the  Mayor  reopened  it  as  a 
clinic  from  ten  a.  m.  to  six  p.  m.,  the  hospital 


also  being  closed  on  Sundays  and  holidays.  The 
result  is  that  the  hospital  at  the  present  time 
is  of  practically  no  value  to  the  70,000  residents  of 
East  Boston.  I  just  wish  to  recite  a  few  instances 
showing  why  we  in  East  Boston  need  our  hospital. 
Last  Friday  we  had  a  two-alarm  fire.  Two  fire- 
men were  injured  seriously  in  an  explosion  and 
were  taken  to  the  City  Hospital.  It  took  exactly 
forty-one  minutes  to  get  those  men  to  the  City 
Hospital.  Incidentally,  this  fire  took  place  two 
doors  from  the  Relief  Station,  so  that  the  men 
could  have  been  carried  there  immediately  on 
stretchers  if  the  place  were  available.  There  was 
another  case  of  a  young  girl  who  was  almost 
burned  to  death  and  was  taken  to  the  City  Hos- 
pital. Due  to  an  accident  in  the  Sumner  Tunnel 
the  ambulance  was  kept  in  the  tunnel  for  over  one 
hour,  while  waiting  for  the  traffic  to  be  cleared. 
I  believe  there  is  no  need  of  my  going  into  the 
matter  further.  I  think  the  Mayor  in  his  wisdom 
is  going  to  open  the  hospital  as  it  was  in  1904. 
There  is  no  need  of  telling  you  the  delays  we 
suffer  in  getting  cases  to  the  City  Hospital,  because 
of  traffic  disturbances  in  the  tunnel.  Sometimes, 
with  the  extra  traffic  that  we  have  in  the  horse 
and  dog  racing  season,  there  will  be  accidents  to 
vehicles  that  will  tie  the  tunnel  up  for  over  two 
hours.  In  many  cases  a  minor  accident  will  stop 
traffic  both  ways,  until  an  emergency  truck  goes 
in  and  takes  the  car  that  has  caused  the  trouble 
out  of  the  tunnel.  There  are  70,000  people  over 
there  in  East  Boston,  and  in  the  rush  hours,  even 
when  there  is  no  accident,  it  frequently  takes 
twenty-five  minutes  to  get  through  the  tunnel. 
And,  of  course,  you  know  what  the  traffic  to  and 
from  East  Boston  is  during  the  racing  season. 
I  hope  that  the  Mayor  in  his  wisdom  will  see 
fit  to  take  the  action  suggested  in  this  order 
immediately. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SAFETY  ISLANDS,  BENNINGTON  STREET. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  erect  safety  islands  at  every  intersec- 
tion along  Bennington  street,  Ward  1,  from 
Neptune  road  to  Orient  Heights. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  don't  want 
to  take  up  too  much  time  on  this  order,  but  I  have 
talked  with  the  Mayor,  and  I  believe  he  will  do 
what  he  can  to  relieve  the  existing  situation.  A 
number  of  members  of  the  Body  realize  the  traffic 
conditions  along  Bennington  street.  With  the 
thirty  buses  an  hour  coming  along  there  at  the 
present  time,  it  can  readily  be  seen  what  a  con- 
gested area  this  is.  I  believe  that  the  Mayor  is 
favorable  to  the  idea  of  having  these  safety  islands 
at  each  intersection  along  Bennington  street,  from 
Neptune  road  to  Orient  Heights,  and  I  hope  the 
order  will  go  through. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PLAYING    FIELD,    COLUMBUS    STADIUM. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  sod 
and  seed  the  playing  field  at  Columbus  Stadium, 
South  Boston,  just  as  soon  as  weather  conditions 
permit  same. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  have  a 
copy  of  the  Boston  Traveler  here  and  am  reminded 
by  the  writer,  Arthur  Siegel,  that  many  young 
people,  not  only  from  our  own  district,  South 
Boston,  but  from  Roxbury,  Dorchester,  East 
Boston  and  other  sections  of  the  city,  need  to 
have  playing  fields  sodded  and  seeded,  so  as  to 
avoid  many  of  the  troubles  that  are  being  suffered 
at  the  present  time.  This  paper,  says,  for  in- 
stance, referring  to  different  playing  grounds, 
"At  neither  place  has  there  been  any  concerted 
effort  to  develop  a  grass  playfield.  The  absence 
of  grass  and  the  abundance  of  gravel  can  be  noted 
immediately.  The  athletes  are  fairly  safe  in  foot- 
ball until  they  take  a  fall.  And  then  they  come 
up  with  bruises  and  scratches  and  cuts.  In  base- 
ball, they  wonder  just  when  a  ball  will  scatter 
gravel  into  their  faces  or  the  ball  itself  take  a 
tricky  bounce."  I  do  not  need  to  refer  to  the 
paper,  however,  to  remind  you  that  there  are  cer- 
tain parks  and  playgrounds  which  need  grass.     I 
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only  need  to  look  at  my  own  body  for  scars,  re- 
ceived at  a  time  when  I  was  playing  in  the  football 
teams.  I  have  seen  the  time,  in  East  Boston, 
South  Boston,  Charlestown  and  other  parts  of  the 
city,  when  the  boys  played  football  and  received 
many  injuries,  most  of  them  as  a  result  of  getting 
crashed  to  the  ground  and  receiving  scratches  and 
cuts  of  all  kinds.  All  that  is  needed  to  remedy 
such  a  condition  is  to  plant  grass  seed  and  get  a 
covering  of  sod  and  grass.  Certainly  it  will  not 
cost  much  to  sod  and  seed  the  playing  field  at 
Columbus  Stadium  in  South  Boston,  as  soon  as 
weather  conditions  permit.  It  has  not  been  done 
yet,  however,  and  the  same  condition  prevails  in 
many  of  the  Boston  playgrounds.  I  trust,  there- 
fore, that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  will  recommend 
that  grass  seed  be  planted  in  the  Columbus  Sta- 
dium, and  I  hope  it  will  be  done  in  all  such  places 
in  the  City  of  Boston.  It  is  certainly  important 
that  it  should  be  done  in  the  Columbus  Stadium 
as  soon  as  possible. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  WARD  11  STREETS. 

Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  as  public  highways  the 
following  named  streets  in  Ward  11:  Amory 
avenue  and  Verona  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONSTRUCTION   OF   PLAYGROUND, 
WARD    13. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
struct a  playground  on  the  vacant  lot  bounded 
by  Dudley,  Folsom  and  Harlow  streets  and  Howard 
avenue,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAVING   OF   WARD    13   STREETS. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  with  smooth  pavement,  under 
the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction,  the  following 
streets  in  Ward  13:  Dewey  street  and  Downer 
avenue. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


STREET   LIGHTING   BY   GAS. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB,  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  and 
WICKES  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  submit  to  the  City  Council  a  report  of  the  num- 
ber of  gas  lamp  outages  in  the  City  of  Boston 
during  the  past  three  weeks. 

Whereas,  Gas  lighting  is  greatly  inferior  both 
in    cost   and    efficiency    to    electric    lighting;    and 

Whereas,  Gas  lighting  is  subject  to  failure  in 
cold  weather;  and 

Whereas,  Many  streets  in  the  City  of  Boston 
have  been  in  darkness  during  the  past  three  weeks; 
therefore  be  it 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  provide  for  the  immediate  installation 
of  electric  lights  on  all  poles  now  available  in  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  has  a  contract 
with  the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company  pro- 
viding for  the  lighting  of  approximately  9,300 
gas  lamps;  and 

Whereas,  A  substantial  number  of  gas  lamps 
throughout  the  City  of  Boston  have  been  unlighted 
during  the  past  three  weeks;  therefore  be  it 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  request  a  rebate  from  the  Boston  Consolidated 
Gas  Company. 


Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  make  a  survey  of  lighting  conditions  in 
Ward  14.  „      . ,  ,     . 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB — Mr.  President,  during  the 
past  three  weeks  I  have  received  many,  many 
complaints  from  residents  of  my  ward  that  the 
gas  lamps  in  the  streets  have  been  out.  There 
are  many  streets  in  Ward  14  where  there  have 
been  no  lights  at  all  during  this  period  of  time. 
As  a  result,  there  are  these  numerous  complaints. 
I  have  personally  visited  many  streets  in  Ward  14  to 
verify  the  complaints,  and  have  discovered,  to 
my  amazement,  that  it  is  impossible  in  places  to 
see  more  than  two  or  three  feet  ahead,  as  you 
walk  along  the  street.  I  can  quote  from  my  own 
street,  the  street  where  I  live,  and  where  there 
are  probably  four  or  five  gas  lamps,  that  at  least 
three,  if  not  more  of  the  gas  lamps,  have  not  been 
lighted  in  the  past  three  weeks.  As  I  have  stated 
in  the  order,  there  are  approximately  9,300  gas 
lamps  in  the  City  of  Boston.  I  know  that  these 
gas  lamps  were  installed  originally  because  the 
great  invention  of  the  electric  light  had  not  at 
that  time  materialized.  For  that  reason  much 
of  the  lighting  of  the  City  of  Boston  has  been 
through  gas  lamps.  I  feel,  however,  that  those 
lamps  have  been  for  many  years  antiquated  and 
outmoded,  and  have  long  outlived  their  usefulness. 
They  do  not  offer  such  light  that  people  can  see 
for  any  distance  along  the  street  or  so  that  there 
will  be  any  protection  to  young  girls  and  women 
who  must  travel  home  in  the  evening.  I  feel 
that  the  situation  is  not  confined  to  Ward  14 
but  is  prevalent  throughout  the  city.  I  have 
discussed  the  matter  with  my  colleagues  who 
agree  with  me  that  this  is  a  general  complaint. 
I  have  also  discussed  the  matter  with  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works,  to  see  what  can  be 
done  in  the  matter,  and  he  states,  as  I  think  we 
will  all  agree,  that  electric  lamps  offer  far  more 
light  in  proportion  to  the  money  expended  than 
the  gas  lamps,  and  that  the  city  would  save  in  a 
year  a  substantial  sum  of  money  if  electric  lamps 
were  installed  throughout  the  city.  The  only 
question  in  my  mind  is  the  cost  of  constructing 
new  poles  to  hold  the  lights,  and  I  understand 
that  the  expense  of  such  construction  is  $54  per 
pole.  I  realize  that  the  city  today  is  in  no  shape 
to  construct  a  large  number  of  poles  at  S54  each, 
but  I  maintain  that  there  is  an  urgent  need  at 
this  time  of  using  every  pole  we  have  in  the  City 
of  Boston  today,  which  can  be  used,  for  electric 
lights.  If  we  did  that,  we  would  at  least  be 
taking  a  proper  step  in  the  direction  of  a  good 
lighting  system.  In  view  of  the  large  number 
of  gas  lamps  that  have  been  out  in  the  past  three 
weeks,  I  contacted  the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas 
Company,  who  promptly  referred  me  to  the 
Welsbach  Company,  who,  in  turn,  referred  to  the 
Department  of  Maintenance,  asking  why  so  many 
lamps  had  been  out  in  the  past  few  weeks  —  anil 
I  have  no  doubt  that  there  have  been  many  thou- 
sands. The  answer  I  received  was  this, — -due  to 
the  cold  weather  these  gas  lamps  are  frozen. 
Well,  I  don't  see  that  we  have  had  any  unusually 
cold  weather  in  the  past  few  weeks,  and  I  main- 
tain that  if  this  condition  has  been  prevalent 
with  the  weather  we  have  had,  there  is  no  assurance 
that  in  the  winter  at  any  time  we  will  have  ade- 
quate lighting.  It  is  quite  evident  to  my  mind 
that  the  system  is  no  good,  that  it  has  outlived 
itself.  So  I  hope  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  in  his  wisdom  will  provide  for  the  substi- 
tution of  as  many  electric  lights  as  possible  for 
gas  lamps,  so  that  at  least  we  will  not  have  a 
continuation  next  winter  of  as  much  trouble  as 
we  have  had  this  winter.  I  trust  that  the  orders 
will  pass. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SALE  OF  PROPERTIES  FOR   UNPAID    1938 
TAXES. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Collector  be  instructed, 
through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to    indefinitely 
postpone    the    proposed    sale    of    properties    for 
unpaid  1938  taxes. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  my  reason  for 
introducing  the  order  at  this  time  is  because  I 
understand  that  the  City  Collector  is  going  to 
send  out  about  February  15  notices  of  sale  of 
property  on  which  the  1938  taxes  have  not  been 
paid.     I  realize,   of  course,   that  it  is  within   the 
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collector's  power  to  advertise  such  properties  at 
any  time  this  year,  but  I  also  realize  that  our  City 
Collector  should  take  into  consideration  the  fact 
that  in  the  last  few  years  the  people  have  been 
up  against  it  and  have  lacked  ready  money. 
I  understand  also  that  he  would  have  until  next 
October  to  advertise  these  1938  delinquent  homes. 
I  am,  therefore,  asking  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
instruct  the  City  Collector  to  indefinitely  postpone 
the  proposed  sale  of  properties  for  1938  taxes. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


WARNING    SIGNS,    NORFOLK   STREET. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make  a 
survey  of  Norfolk  street,  Dorchester,  to  determine 
the  advisability  of  placing  "Slow"  signs,  "School" 
signs  and  "Curve"  signs  along  Norfolk  street, 
particularly  at  Stanton  and  Crowell  streets,  for 
the  purpose  of  eliminating,  if  possible,  accidents 
such  as  recently  caused  a  death  in  this  vicinity. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONSTRUCTION   OF   SIDEWALK, 
WARD    18. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  West  Milton  street 
(both  sides),  from  Sprague  street  to  Dedham  line, 
Ward  18,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAIRS   TO   RAILROAD   UNDERPASS, 
WARD    18. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  make  suitable  repairs  to  the  underpass 
at  the  foot  of  Greenfield  road  and  Rector  road, 
Ward  18,  running  under  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad,  and  also  make 
repairs  to  the  stairs  leading  from  the  street  to  the 
underpass. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRANSFER  OF  SCHOOL  PROPERTY  TO 
PARK  DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  WARD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  directed  to  advise  the 
Council  of  the  procedure  of  transferring  school 
property  to  the  Park  Department  for  playground 
facilities. 

Coun.  WARD — Mr.  President,  this  order 
directly  concerns  Ward  21,  particularly  the  Back 
Bay  section,  which  decidedly  lacks  playground 
facilities.  In  the  building  up  of  the  section, 
buildings  were  built  closely  together,  in  blocks, 
leaving  no  vacant  space,  and,  therefore,  no  chance 
for  children  to  play  on  vacant  lots  and  no  play- 
ground facilities  have  been  afforded.  There  is 
now  an  opportunity  to  take  a  piece  of  property 
owned  by  the  School  Department,  which  is  not 
being  used  for  school  purposes,  and  transfer  it 
to  the  Park  Department,  thereby  furnishing 
a  playground  for  that  section,  something  which 
is  very  much  needed  there  and  in  the  surround- 
ing wards.     I  hope  that  the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


YELLOW    SIGNAL    LIGHT,    PARK    DRIVE. 

Coun.  WARD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  directed  to  place  a  yellow 
signal  light  at  the   corner   of   Beacon  street   and 
Park  Drive. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EXTENSION   OF   WILTSHIRE   ROAD. 

Coun.  WARD  and  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  sub- 
mitted the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  study  the 
advisability  of  an  extension  of  Wiltshire  road, 
Brighton,  from  Portina  road  to  Foster  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REQUESTED   RESCISSION   OF   MILK 
ORDER. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  and  LYONS  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  instruct  the  Milk  Control  Board  to 
rescind  its  order  increasing  the  price  of  milk  until 
public  hearings  have  been  held  on  the  matter. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
have  always  been  of  the  impression  that  hearings 
are  conducted  by  public  bodies  for  the  purpose  of 
formulating  their  decision.  Accordingly,  I  was 
astonished  to  learn  that  the  Massachusetts  Milk 
Control  Board  will  hold  a  hearing  relative  to  the 
increase  of  the  retail  price  of  this  life-sustaining 
commodity  on  Friday,  February  9,  while  the  in- 
crease becomes  effective  on  Wednesday,  Feb- 
ruary 7.  In  this  instance,  there  will  be  two 
strikes  on  the  public  when  they  go  into  the  hear- 
ing room.  This  procedure  amounts  to  an  invita- 
tion to  come  and  look  at  the  corpse.  Once  in 
effect,  there  will  be  no  rescission  of  the  price  in- 
crease. This  hearing  will  prove  less  effective  than 
the  time-worn  procedure  of  "locking  the  barn 
door  after  the  horse  is  stolen."  I  do  not  question 
the  good  faith  of  the  Milk  Control  Board,  but  I 
do  know  that  if  the  gentlemen  of  that  Board  did 
realize  that  if  the  decision  were  to  be  made  at  the 
conclusion  of  such  hearings,  the  offi  ces  of  the 
Board  would  be  filled  with  hundreds  of  protesting 
citizens  of  Metropolitan  Boston.  I  feel  that  the 
Board  has  been  inconsistent  in  raising  the  price  of 
milk  and  giving  a  subsequent  hearing.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  the  Mayor  will  request  the  Gover- 
nor to  instruct  the  Milk  Control  Board  to  rescind 
its  order  increasing  the  price  of  milk  until  public 
hearings  have  been  held  on  the  matter. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   RULES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Rules,  sub- 
mitted the  following: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  January  15)  that 
partitions  be  erected  in  west  anteroom  on  fourth 
floor  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project  to  provide  interviewing 
rooms  for  members  of  Council,  and  to  be  equipped 
with  desk,  two  chairs  and  telephone  service — 
recommending  reference  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    CLAIMS. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Charles  Laubenstein 
(referred  January  15)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount 
of  judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  motor  apparatus  belonging  to 
Fire  Department — recommending  passage  of  ac- 
companying order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  fifty 
dollars  ($250)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Charles 
Laubenstein  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of 
judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  motor  apparatus  belonging  to 
the  Fire  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


PROPOSED   ABROGATION   OF   UNION 
.FREIGHT   RAILROAD   FRANCHISE. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  of  the 

City  of  Boston  be  requested,   through  his  Honor 

the  Mayor,  to  advise  the  City  Council  as  to  the 

best  method  of  abrogating  the  rights  of  the  Union 
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Freight  Railroad  to  cross  Atlantic  avenue  and 
Commercial  street  with  freight  cars,  such  move- 
ment of  freight  resulting  in  serious  congestion  of 
traffic  and  having  only  recently  prevented  the 
Boston  Fire  Department  from  having  access  to  a 
fire. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

By  direction  of  Chairman  LANGAN,  the 
Council  at  3.35  p.  m.,  took  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and 
were  called  to  order  by  Chairman  LANGAN  at 
4.25  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Committee 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  appropriating  $1,500  for  Board 
of  Zoning  Adjustment — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  20, 
nays  0. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  today  from  Com- 
mittee on  Rules)  that  partitions  be  erected  in 
west  anteroom  on  fourth  floor  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project  to  provide  interviewing  rooms  for  members 
of  Council,  and  to  be  equipped  with  desk,  two 
chairs  and  telephone  service — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that 
Parochial  Schools  in  Boston  be  exempted  from 
payment  of  water  bills — recommending  passage  of 
order  in  accompanying  new  draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advise 
the  City  Council  as  to  the  constitutionality  of 
exempting  Parochial  Schools  from  charges  for 
water  consumption. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed  in  new  draft. 


THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  COFFEY  it  was  moved  that 
when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on  Monday, 
February  19,  1940,  at  two  p.  m. 


YOUTH  CENTER,  WARD   13. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  consider  the  advisability  of  erecting  a 
Youth  Center  in  Ward  13. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CHAIR'S  RULING  ON  FEDERAL 
HOUSING. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
go  into  immediate  executive  session  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  Coun.  Chase's  motion  to  take 
from  the  table  his  order  requesting  that  the  Boston 
Finance  Commission  investigate  Federal  Housing 
and  which  was  erroneously  ruled  as  out  of  order. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order,  that  the  order  is  out  of  order. 

Chairman  LANGAN — The  Chair  will  rule  the 
order  out  of  order. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  Chairman,  I  appeal  from 
the  Chairman's  ruling  and  ask  for  a  roll  call. 

Coun.  LYONS  seconded  the  appeal. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  Chairman,  may  I  say  on 
behalf  of  my  order  that  the  Chairman  in  Execu- 
tive Committee  erroneously  ruled  that  my  motion 
to  take  from  the  table  my  order  that  the  Boston 
Finance  Commission  investigate  the  Federal 
Housing  was  out  of  order,  on  the  ground  that 
there  has  been  one  reconsideration  and  could 
not  be  another.  There  was  no  motion  to  re- 
consider the  matter  last  week.  If  the  members 
of  the  Body  are  familiar  with  parliamentary 
procedure,  they  cannot  do  otherwise  than  support 
my  order  at  this  time. 

Chairman  LANGAN — The  question  is  on  sus- 
taining the  ruling  of  the  Chair,  that  the  order  is 
out  of  order.  Those  in  favor  of  sustaining  the 
Chair  will  vote  "Yes,"  those  opposed  "No,"  and 
the  clerk  will  call  t he  roll. 

The  CLERK— Coun.  Carey. 

Coun.  Carey  voted  "No." 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  Chairman. 

Chairman  LANGAN — For  what  purpose  does 
the  gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  CHASE — I  just  want  to  know  where  I 
stand.  It  is  my  impression  that  there  was  no 
motion  to  reconsider  last  week. 

Chairman  LANGAN — The  question  is  on  sus- 
taining the  Chair  in  ruling  the  councilor's  order 
out  of  order.     The  clerk  will  continue  the  roll  call. 

The  clerk  continued  to  call  the  roll  until  he 
reached  Coun.  Shattuck's  name.  Coun.  Shattuck 
had  just  entered  the  chamber. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  Chairman,  what  is 
the  question? 

Chairman  LANGAN — The  question  is  on 
sustaining  the  ruling  of  the  Chair. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK — Not  having  been  present, 
I  would  ask  to  be  excused. 

The  completed  roll  call  resulted  as  follows: 

Yes — Coun.  Coffey,  Englert,  Fish,  Galvin, 
Goode,  Langan,  Linehan,  Taylor,  Ward — 9. 

No — Coun.  Carey.  Chase,  Kelly,  Lyons,  Scan- 
nell.  D.  F.  Sullivan,  Wickes— 7. 

Chairman  LANGAN — And  the  Chair's  ruling 
is  sustained. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  TAYLOR,  at 
4.39  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  February  19, 
1940,  at  2  p.  m. 


CITY    OF    BOSTON    PBINTINO    DEPARTMENT 
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SPECIAL  MEETING. 

Friday,  February  9,  1940. 
Special  "meeting  of  the  City  Council  in 
the  Gilty  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  ait 
three  o'clock  p.  in.,  for  the  purpose  of  draw- 
ing jurors,  President  GALVIN  in  the  chair 
and    a    quorum    present. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  the  Mayor  absent,  Coun. 
TAYLOR    making    the    drawings,    as    follows : 

Thirty-five  additional  traverse  jurors,  Su- 
perior Civil  Court,  to  appear  February  12, 
1940: 

John  Barry.  Ward  1 :  Arthur  Giordano, 
Ward  1 ;  William  A.  Odell,  Ward  1 ;  James 
T.  Healy,  Ward  2 ;  Ernest  E.  Larrabee, 
Ward  4 ;  Abraham  M.  Borensltein,  Ward  5 ; 
Edward  F.  Farrell,  Ward  6 ;  Frank  Hamilton, 
Ward  6  ;  Martin  J  McDonough,  Ward  6  ;  Henry 
J.  Berlo,  Ward  7;  Frank  E.  Horton,  Ward  7; 
Richard    Leonard,    Ward    7 ;    Herbert    Wallace, 


Ward  9;  Robert  A.  Perry,  Ward  11;  Peter 
E.  Baril,  Ward  12  ;  Thomas  O'Neil,  Ward  12 ; 
Joseph  Phillips,  Ward  12 ;  Daniel  P.  Murray, 
Ward  13 ;  Max  Miller,  Ward  14 ;  Nathaniel 
E.  Rozen,  Ward  14 ;  Edwin  S.  Cowee,  Ward 
15 :  John  J.  Dalv.  Ward  IS :  John  Francis 
Gill,  Ward  ,15 ;  George  O.  Daly,  Ward  16 ; 
Warren  D.  Dickson,  Ward  17  ;  Charles  H. 
Richardson,  Ward  18  ;  Russell  J.  Strang,  Ward 
18 ;  John  F.  Kelly,  Jr.,  Ward  19 ;  George  A. 
Allen,  Ward  20 ;  C.  John  Hedges,  Ward  20 ; 
Dickran  Topjian,  Ward  20  ;  J.  Francis  Goode, 
Ward  21 :  Herbert  F.  Johnson,  Ward  21 ; 
Williani  F.  McCarthy,  Ward  21 ;  William 
J.    Clifford,    Ward    22. 

Twenty  additional  traverse  jurors,  Superior 
Civil    Court,   to   appear    March    4,    1940 : 

Albert  E.  Dorgan,  Ward  d ;  Neil  J.  Gill, 
Ward  2 ;  Timothy  J.  Murphy,  Ward  2  ;  Fred- 
erick O.  Andrews,  Ward  4 ;  Bernard  R. 
Mortenison,  Ward  6 ;  William  H.  O'Sullivan, 
Ward  6 ;  George  E.  Carter,  Ward  7 ;  Thomas 
Desmond,  Ward  7 ;  Martin  F.  Earle,  Ward  12  ; 
Edward  J.  Hogtan,  Ward  12 ;  James  L.  Blain, 
Ward  16 ;  Richard  A.  Francis,  Ward  17 ; 
William  Clark,  Ward  18 ;  Edward  F.  Powers, 
Ward  18 ;  Thomas  F.  Walsh,  Ward  18 ;  Fred 
Karl  Tolken,  Ward  19;  Charles  V.  Mitchell, 
Ward  20 ;  Frank  M.  Keefe,  Ward  21 ;  Joseph 
C.  Eaton,  Jr.,  Ward  22 ;  David  Ovans,  Ward 
22. 


Adjourned    at    3.15    p.    m. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON   PRINTING  DEPARTMENT 
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Monday,  February  19,  1940. 
Regular   meeting   of   the   City   Council   in    the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  p.  m.,  Presi- 
dent GALVIN  in  the  chair  and  all  the  members 
present. 


DISTRIBUTION    OF    SNOW    BUTTONS    BY 
CITY   COUNCIL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Corporation  Counsel  concerning  your  order  of 
January  15,  1940,  relative  to  an  opinion  as  to 
whether  the  giving  out,  to  the  members  of  the 
City  Council,  of  buttons  entitling  the  persons  to 
whom  they  are  distributed  to  employment  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Works  as  snow  shovelers,  is 
consistent  with  the  provisions  of  section  8  of  the 
City  Charter. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  February  10,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  before  me  your  letter 
of  January  20,  1940,  transmitting  the  following 
order  of  the  City  Council  passed  on  January  15' 
1940: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  give  an 
opinion  as  to  whether  the  giving  out,  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Council,  of  buttons  "entitling  the 
persons;  to  whom  they  are  distributed  to  employ- 
ment" by  the  Department  of  Public  Works  as 
snow  shovelers,  is  consistent  with  the  provisions 
of  section  8  of  the  City  Charter. 

The  words  in  quotations  are  the  important  words 
in  the  inquiry. 

I  find  upon  investigation  that  it  has  been  at 
times  the  practice  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment to  employ  snow  shovelers  for  emergency 
employment  by  the  use  of  snow  buttons,  so  called, 
distributed  in  various  ways,  including  the  allotting 
of  a  specific  number  to  each  City  Councilor.  The 
issuance  of  a  snow  button  under  this  practice  is 
equivalent  to  employment  and  the  holder  of  a 
button  upon  presentation  of  it  at  one  of  the  city 
yards  is  put  to  work  and  later  is  paid  upon  presen- 
tation and  surrender  of  the  button  to  a  represen- 
tative of  the  Department  of  Public  Works.  Under 
these  circumstances  only  one  conclusion  can  be 
drawn  and  that  is,  that  a  councilor  by  distributing 
snow  buttons  is  in  fact  participating  on  behalf  of 
the  city  in  the  employment  of  labor.  This  is  in 
direct  conflict  with  section  8  of  chapter  486  of  the 
Acts  of  1909,  which  reads  as  follows,  so  far  as 
pertinent: 

"  Neither  the  city  council,  nor  any  member  or 
committee,  officer,  or  employee  thereof  shall, 
except  as  otherwise  provided  in  this  act,  directly 
or  indirectly  on  behalf  of  the  city  or  of  the  county 
of  Suffolk  take  part  in  the  employment  of  labor, 
the  making  of  contracts,  the  purchase  of  materials, 
supplies  or  real  estate;  nor  in  the  construction, 
alteration,  or  repair  of  any  public  works,  build- 
ings, or  other  property;  nor  in  the  care,  custody, 
and  management  of  the  same;  nor  in  the  conduct 
of  the  executive  or  administrative  business  of  the 
city  or  county;  nor  in  the  appointment  or  removal 
of  any  municipal  or  county  employee;  nor  in  the 
expenditure  of  public  money  except  such  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  contingent  and  incidental 
expenses  of  the  city  tcouncil     .     .     ." 

Furthermore,  by  section  G  of  chapter  266  of  the 
Acts  of  1885  the  executive  heads  of  departments 
''shall  in  their  respective  departments  make 
all  necessary  contracts  for  the  employment  of 
labor     .     .     ."     Therefore,    even    if    a    councilor 


purports  to  act  in  his  individual  or  private  capacity 
in  distributing  snow  buttons,  and  assuming  that 
the  head  of  a  department  may  properly  delegate 
such  authority  to  a  person  not  employed  in  his 
department,  it  would  seem  that  under  these  cir- 
cumstances a  councilor  would  be  acting  for  and  in 
behalf  of  the  department  head  and  so  indirectly, 
at  least,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston 
in  the  conduct  of  the  administrative  business  of 
the  city,  involving  the  expenditure  of  public  money. 
From  this  point  of  view  as  well,  therefore,  a  dis- 
tribution of  snow  buttons  under  the  circumstances 
outlined  in  this  letter  would  also  be  a  violation  of 
the  provisions  of  section  8,  above  quoted. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Henry  Paekman,  Jr., 
Corporation  Counsel. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

The  following  appointments  by  the  Mayor, 
subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council,  were 
received: 

Weigher  of  Coal:  Dominick  DiNicola,  8  Bick- 
ford  street,  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 

Constable  for  term  of  one  year,  beginning  with 
first  day  of  May,  1939,  without  power  to  serve 
civil  process  and  to  serve  without  bond,  vice  Fred  J. 
White,  deceased:  John  Smyth,  28  Kempton  street, 
Ward  10. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


ACCEPTANCE    OF  STOW  ROAD,  WARD    18. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Street  Laying-Out 
Department  relative  to  your  order  of  January  15, 
1940,  concerning  the  accepting  and  laying  out  as 
a  public  highway  of  Stow  road,  Ward  18,  under 
the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Street  Laying-Out  Department, 

January  26,  1940. 
Mr.    John    A.    Donoghue,    Chairman,    Board    of 
Street  Commissioners. 

Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  communication 
from  Mr.  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's 
Office,  relative  to  Stow  road  in  the  Dorchester 
district. 

Acting  under  authority  of  chapter  323  of  the 
Acts  of  1891  and  acts  in  amendment  thereto,  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  in  July,  1913, 
granted  to  the  owners  of  a  large  tract  of  vacant 
land  authority  to  open  Stow  road  and  adjoining 
streets,  the  proposed  lines  and  grades  of  said 
streets  being  satisfactory  to  the  Sewer  Department 
and  all  the  other  departments  interested. 

While  the  street  lines  have  been  followed,  the 
grade  agreed  on  with  the  Sewer  Department  as 
necessary  to  properly  drain  this  area  has,  in  many 
cases,  been  ignored.  On  Stow  road,  between 
Tiverton  road  and  Doone  avenue,  five  houses  have 
been  built,  two  of  them  substantially  to  the  pro- 
posed grade,  the  three  remaining  houses  being 
from  two  to  three  feet  below  grade.  To  make 
matters  worse,  garages  have  been  built  under 
three  of  these  houses.  The  Sewer  Department 
will  not  allow  us  to  revise  the  grade  to  meet  con- 
ditions as  they  now  exist,  declaring  that  in  order 
to  protect  the  city  sewer  there  must  be  at  least 
four  feet  covering. 

The  present  owners  of  these  houses  claim  to  be 
innocent  parties — that  they  assumed  the  houses 
were  properly  "placed  when  they  bought  them; 
but  if  we  build  the  street  to  the  grade  demanded  by 
the  Sewer  Department,  these  owners  will  be  in  a 
position  to  claim  heavy  damages,  even  to  the 
extent  of  demanding  enough  to  raise  the  houses 
involved,  which  would  cost  at  least  $2,000  per 
house.  Two  of  these  owners  have  signified, 
verbally,  that  they  are.  willing  to  abandon  all 
claim  for  damages  against  the  city,  if  the  street 
is  constructed,  but- 1  understand  they  have  refused 
to  sign  a  release  to  that  effect. 

Such  is  (lie  history  of  Stow  road  up  to  date  and 
as  long  as  the  Sewer  Department  persists  in  de- 
manding  at    least   four   feet   of  covering   over   it.-. 


55 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


sewer  (and  I  believe  they  are  well  within  their 
rights)  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  recommend  that 
this  street  be  laid  out  and  constructed,  as  I  fail 
to  see  just  why  the  city  should  be  called  on,  or 
expected  to  pay  damages  on  houses  which  were 
built  without  regard  to  the  approved  and  accepted 
grade,  unless  we  first  obtain  damage  releases 
suitable  to  the  Law  Department  from  the  owners. 
This  is  especially  true  when  there  are  so  many 
streets  yet  to  be  constructed  where  the  damages 
would  be  slight,  if  any. 

Respectfully, 
William  J.  Sullivan,  Chief  Engineer. 
Placed  on  file. 


PATROLING  OF  SOUTH  BOSTON  BEACHES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Police  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order  of 
January  15,  1940,  concerning  the  assignment  of  a 
detail  of  policemen  in  a  cruising  car  to  patrol  the 
South  Boston  beaches  between  the  hours  of  12 
and  1  and  after  school  to  prevent  children  from 
risking  their  lives  on  ice  floes. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Police  Department, 

Division  No.  6, 

January  24,  1940.'  ' 
To  the  Superintendent. 

Sir, — Relative  to  the  order  passed  in  Council 
requesting,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  that 
the  Police  Commissioner  assign  a  detail  of  police- 
men in  cruising  car  to  patrol  the  South  Boston 
beaches  between  the  hours  of  12  and  1  and  after 
school  to  prevent  children  from  risking  their  lives 
on  ice  floes,  I  respectfully  report  that  such  a 
patrol  has  been  maintained  at  all  times  when 
any  hazard  to  the  safety  of  children  is  present  at 
the  beaches. 

This  order  in  Council  was  undoubtedly  entered 
immediately  following  the  recent  tragic  occurrence 
which  resulted  in  the  death  of  three  children. 
The  inference  to  be  drawn  is  that  there  is  an 
implied  criticism  that  there  was  inadequate  police 
protection  there  at  the  time  of  the  tragedy.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  crew  of  two  cruising  cars  on 
that  day  made  frequent  trips  onto  the  beach  and 
on  each  occasion  drove  the  boys  off  the  ice.  On 
one  occasion  while  driving  the  children  from  the 
ice  at  Carson  Beach  Bath  House  the  officers  were 
jeered  at  by  a  group  of  loafers  who  were  sunning 
themselves  in  front  of  the  bath  house,  for  their 
interference  with  the  children's  fun.  Needless  to 
say  none  of  these  latter  were  in  evidence  when  the 
fun  turned  to  tragedy. 

There  is  danger  ever  present  for  children  where 
there  is  any  sized  body  of  water,  summer  and 
winter,  and  of  this  danger  the  police  of  this  divi- 
sion are  fully  aware  and  instructed  accordingly  to 
safeguard,  as  far  as  possible,  the  lives  of  the 
thoughtless  youngsters.  I  know  that  their  in- 
structions were  well  carried  out  on  the  day  of  this 
distressing  accident. 

It  is  too  much  to  hope  for  that  the  parents  of 
children  may  now  awaken  to  their  responsibilities 
to  the  extent  of  keeping  their  children  from  un- 
necessary exposure  to  danger,  and  instill  in  them  a 
respect  for  police  efforts  in  their  behalf. 

Police  will  conform  to  the  request  made  in  this 
order  in  so  far  as  this  division  is  concerned. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Joseph  McKinnon, 
Captain,  Division  (>. 

Placed  on  file. 


RECONSTRUCTION   OF   DILAPIDATED 

DOCKS   AND   WHARVES. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Boston  Port  Authority  Vice  Chairman  relative  to 
your  order  of  January  29,  1940,  concerning  the 
presenting  of  plans  to  the  authorities  of  the 
W.  P.  A.  for  the  reconstruction  of  such  dilapidated 


docks  and  wharves  on  the  Boston  waterfront  as 
belong  to  the  City  of  Boston,  and  to  suggest  to 
private  owners  the  possibility  of  obtaining  R.  F.  C. 
funds  for  that  purpose. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Boston  Port  Authority. 

February  2,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mayor  Tobin, — We  are  this  morning  in 
receipt  of  the  following  notice  from  your  office: 

"City  Council  order  of  January  29,  1940,  con- 
cerning the  formulating  and  presenting  of  plans 
to  the  authorities  of  the  W.  P.  A.  for  the  recon- 
struction of  such  dilapidated  docks  and  wharves 
on  the  Boston  waterfront  as  belong  to  the  City 
of  Boston,  and  to  suggest  to  private  owners  the 
possibility  of  obtaining  R.  F.  C.  funds  for  that 
purpose." 

The  order  itself  reads  as  follows: 

"Councilors  M.  H.  Sullivan  and  Scannell. 

Ordered.  That  the  Boston  Port  Authority  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor  bo 
formulate  and  present  plans  to  the  authorities  "f 
W.  P.  A.  for  the  reconstruction  of  such  dilapidated 
docks  arid  wharves  on  the  Boston  waterfront  as 
belong  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  to  suggest  in 
private  owners  the  possibility  of  obtaining  H.  F.  C. 
funds  for  that   pui  pose. 

In  Citv  Council  January  29,  1940.     Passed. 
Attest: 

W.  J.  Doyle, 

City  Clerk." 

We  are  asked  to  give  consideration  and  report 
to  tins  order. 

The  piers  owned  by  the  City  of  Boston  are  ten 
in  number,  including  the  ferry  slips.  North  End 
recreation  pier  and  the  garbage  wharf  in  the 
Neponset  river.  The  Boston  Port  Authority  has 
no  jurisdiction  over  any  pier  owned  by  the  City 
of  Boston,  and  it  is  our  understanding  that  the 
ten  piers  in  city  ownership  are  under  the  super- 
vision  of  the  city  departments  concerned  with 
their  use.  Also,  the  Boston  Fort  Authority  has  no 
engineering  staff,  and  is  not  equipped  to  prepare 
plans    i nd  specifications. 

As  you  are  aware,  chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of 
the  Legislature,  approved  June  9.  1938,  estab- 
lished a  Division  of  Waterways  in  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Works,  and  provided  a 
method  for  the  development  of  waterfront  facili- 
ties in  Boston  Harbor  and  elsewhere.  Under  this 
mi  the  State  Departnent  of  Public  Works  i~ 
authorized,  under  certain  terms  and  conditions. 
to  adopt  a  program  of  construction  and  recon- 
struction of  piers  and  other  waterfront  facilities 
at  any  poit  ofthe  Commonwealth.  This  provision 
of  I  he  act  is  what  is  known  as  "the  comprehensive 
plan"  provision,  and  under  it  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works  has  already  begun  to  formu- 
late such  a  plan  for  this  Port. 

Yours  very  truly. 

Bos rox   Pout  Authority, 

RlCHAlin    Pakkhubst, 

Vice  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


HOUSING    UNIT    IN    WARD  8. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  19,  1940. 
1  o  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  relative 
to  your  order  of  January  8,  1940.  concerning  the 
advisability  of  the  erection  of  a  Housing  Unit  in 
the  Ward  8  district  of  Boston. 

Respectfully. 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

(   ity  of  Boston. 
Boston  Housing  Authority, 

February  10,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear    Sir, — This    will    acknowledge    receipt    of 
your    communication    of    January    15    concerning 
the  City  Council  order  of  January  8,  1940. 

"Ordered.  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Boston  Housing  Authority  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  the  erection  of  a  Housing  Unit  in 
the  Ward  S  district  of  Boston." 
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You   are   advised    that   this   Authority   will   be 
pleased   to   give   further   study   and   consideration 
to  the  housing  needs  of  Ward  8  in  its  continuing 
over-all  study  of  the  housing  needs  of  the  city. 
Respectfully, 
John  A.  Bkeen,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


COMPETITIVE  BIDDING,  ARCHITECTURAL 
CONTRACTS,   HOUSING   PROJECTS. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  chairman  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
relative  to  your  order  of  January  15,  1940,  con- 
cerning the  adoption  of  a  policy  whereby  all  future 
architecture  contracts  will  be  awarded  to  the 
lowest  competitive  bidders,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
rentals  in  housing  projects  are  to  some  extent 
determined  not  only  by  operating  expenses  but 
also  cost  of  construction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Boston  Housing  Authority, 

February  10,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — This  will  acknowledge  receipt 
of  your  communication  of  January  20  concerning 
the  City  Council  order  of  January  15,  1940, — 

"That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  adopt 
a  policy  whereby  all  future  architecture  contracts 
will  be  awarded  to  the  lowest  competitive  bidders, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  rentals  in  housing  projects 
are  to  some  extent  determined  not  only  by  operat- 
ing expenses  but  also  cost  of  construction." 

You  are  respectfully  advised  that  all  architects 
chosen  for  commission  by  this  Authority  are 
chosen  in  a  manner  prescribed  by  the  United  States 
Housing  Authority,  at  a  fee  schedule  approved  by 
that  body  and  awarded  the  commission  only  on 
approval  of  the  architects  so  chosen  by  the  United 
States  Housing  Authority. 

The  method  suggested  is  not  one  approved  by 
either  the  United  States  Housing  Authority  or 
the  American  Institute  of  Architects,  as  architec- 
tural work  does  not  by  its  nature  lend  itself  to 
such  procedure.  Moreover,  it  does  not  conform 
to  the  requirements  of  the  United  States  Housing 
Act,  with  respect  to  prevailing  fees. 

Respectfully, 
John  A.   Breen,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


ARCHITECTURAL  FEES  PAID  BY  HOUSING 
AUTHORITY. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  chairman  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
relative  to  your  order  of  December  30,  1939, 
concerning  the  question  of  architect  fees  already 
paid  and  agreed  to  be  paid  to  architects  awarded 
contracts  by  the  Boston  Housing  Authority. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Boston  Housing  Authority, 

February  12,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear    Sir, — -This    will    acknowledge    receipt    of 
your  communication  of  January  9  concerning  the 
City  Council  order  of  December  30,  1939  — 

"That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  be  ad- 
vised, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  that  the 
City  Council  is  patiently  awaiting  an  answer  from 
the  Boston  Housing  Authority  relative  to  the 
question  of  architect  fees  already  paid  and  agreed 
to  be  paid  to  architects  awarded  contracts  by  the 
Boston  Housing  Authority." 

You  are  respectfully  advised  that  the  under- 
signed, as  chairman   of  this  Authority,   appeared 


before  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  City 
Council  and  fully  answered  the  request  contained 
in  the  order.     I  pointed  out  at  that  time: 

1.  That  all  architects  commissioned  by  this 
Authority  were  chosen  by  a  method  prescribed  by 
the  United  States  Housing  Authority. 

2.  That  all  such  architects  were  paid  fees  on 
a  sliding  scale  schedule  approved  by  the  United 
States  Housing  Authority  and  the  American 
Institute  of  Architects. 

3.  That  in  establishing  such  fees,  the  United 
States  Housing  Authority  took  cognizance  of  the 
requirements  of  the  United  States  Housing  Act  of 
1937,  as  amended,  that  "all  architects,  technical 
engineers,  draftsmen,  technicians  .  .  .  em- 
ployed in  the  development"  of  a  housing  project 
should  be  paid  the  wages  or  fees  prevailing  in  the 
locality  where  the  project  is  undertaken  (Section 
16  (2)). 

4.  That  all  such  fees  were  considerably  less 
than  the  well-established  6  per  cent  architectural 
fee  in  use  in  private  practice  and  on  P.  W.  A. 
work. 

5.  That  every  architect  so  chosen  had  been 
approved  by  the  United  States  Housing  Authority. 

Every  requirement  of  the  United  States  Housing 
Authority  under  the  terms  and   conditions  of  its 
contract  with  this  Authority  has  been  observed. 
Respectfully, 
John  A.  Breen,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


PREFERENCE    TO    BOSTON    CITIZENS    IN 
HOUSING   PROJECTS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  chairman  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
relative  to  your  order  of  January  29,  1940,  con- 
cerning the  arranging  with  the  Federal  Housing 
contractors  to  give  preference  in  the  employment 
of  men  to  Boston  residents,  Boston  Welfare  and 
Soldiers'  Relief  recipients  and  Boston  W.  P.  A. 
workers. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Boston  Housing  Authority, 

February  10,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — This  will  acknowledge  receipt 
of  your  communication  of  January  29,  1940,  con- 
cerning the  City  Council  order  of  that  date: 

"Ordered,  That  in  justice  to  Boston's  needy 
unemployed  and  to  the  taxpayers, .  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  arrange  with  the  Federal 
Housing  contractors  to  give  preference  in  the  em- 
ployment of  men  to  Boston  residents,  Boston  Wel- 
fare and  Soldiers'  Relief  recipients  and  Boston 
W.  P.  A.  workers." 

You  are  advised  that  every  contract  for  general 
construction  or  demolition  of  this  Authority 
contains  the  following  provision: 

"The  Contractor  and  any  sub-contractor  shall 
give  preference,  in  the  employment  of  mechanics, 
teamsters,  chauffeurs  and  laborers,  first  to  citizens 
of  the  Commonwealth  who  have  served  in  the  army 
or  navy  of  the  United  States  in  time  of  war  and 
have  been  honorably  discharged  therefrom,  or 
released  from  active  duty  therein  and  who  are 
qualified  to  perform  the  work  to  which  the  employ- 
ment relates;  and,  secondly,  to  citizens  of  the 
Commonwealth  generally  and,  if  they  cannot  be 
obtained  in  sufficient  numbers,  then  to  citizens  of 
the  United  States  and  shall  give  preference  to 
veterans  and  citizens  who  are  residents  of  the  City 
of  Boston." 

In  addition,  and  at  the  request  and  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare,  the 
Authority  has  also  requested  all  contractors  to 
give  every  consideration  in  employment  possible  to 
relieve  welfare  burdens. 

From  this  it  can  readily  be  seen  that  this  Au- 
thority is  fully  cognizant  of  the  employment  needs 
of  Boston  residents. 

Respectfully, 
John  A.  Breen,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


BOSTON   ELEVATED   SHELTERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  President  and  General 
Manager,  relative  to  your  order  of  January  29, 
1940,  concerning  the  erection  of  shelters  at  the 
corner  'of  La  Grange  and  Centre  streets,  La  Grange 
and  Washington  streets  and  at  Weld  and  Centre 
streets. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway, 

February  6,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  January  31, 
with  order  of  the  City  Council,  requesting  erection 
of  shelters  at  the  corner  of  La  Grange  and  Centre 
streets,  La  Grange  and  Washington  streets  and  at 
Weld  and  Centre  streets,  I  would  say  that  the 
matter  of  providing  shelters  at  stopping  places  and 
transfer  points  on  the  system  has  been  given  careful 
consideration  by  the  trustees,  but  in  view  of  the 
expense  involved,  frequency  of  service,  etc.,  they 
do  not  feel  that  shelters  can  be  justified. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Edward   Dana, 
President  and  General  Manager. 
Placed  on  file. 


BUTTONWOOD    STREET   AS   ONE-WAY 

STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Boston  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  November  20,  1939,  concerning  the  mak- 
ing of  Buttonwood  street,  Ward  13,  one  way 
between  Crescent  avenue  and  Columbia  road. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  February  1,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge receipt  of  Council  order  dated  November  20, 
1939,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
Buttonwood  street,  Ward  13,  one  way  between 
Crescent  avenue  and  Columbia  road." 

The  establishment  of  a  one-way  rule  in  Button- 
wood  street,  from  Crescent  avenue  to  Columbia 
road,  would  cause  motorists  living  in  Buttonwood 
street  who  desire  to  reach  their  homes  from  the 
South  Boston  section  to  detour  a  considerable 
distance  and  to  make  two  left  turns;  one  at 
Columbia  road  and  Dorchester  avenue  and  one  at 
Crescent  avenue  and  Dorchester  avenue,  both  of 
which  movements  would  be  very  hazardous. 

It  is  our  opinion,  therefore,  that  unless  a  pre- 
ponderant majority  of  the  residents  of  Buttonwood 
street  signify  their  agreement  with  this  proposal  by 
petitioning  this  commission  no  action  should  be 
taken  on  the  request. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickev,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC  LIGHTS,   HYDE  PARK  AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Boston  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  January  15,  1940,  concerning  the  advis- 
ability of  installing  traffic  lights  at  Cummins 
Highway  and  Hyde  Park  avenue,  an  intersection 
where  several  serious  accidents  have  occurred  in 
recent  months. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  February  1,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge receipt  of  Council  order,  dated  January  13, 
1940,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
a  study  of  the  advisability  of  installing  traffic 
lights  at  Cummins  Highway  and  Hyde  Park 
avenue,  an  intersection  where  several  serious 
accidents  have  occurred  in  recent  months." 

There  are  no  funds  available  at  the  present 
time  to  this  commission  for  the  installation  of 
traffic  lights.  However,  if  and  when  funds  are 
made  available  this  intersection  will  be  given 
immediate  consideration. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William   P.    Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC  LIGHTS,  GALLIVAN  BOULEVARD. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
<  Iffice  <>f  the  Mayor,  February  10.  1040. 
To  I  lie  ( !ity  ( 'ouncil. 

Oentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Boston  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  January  15,  1940,  concerning  the  installa- 
tion of  traffic  lights  at  the  junction  of  Gallivan 
Boulevard  and  Washington  street.  Dorchester. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobi.v.  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  February  1,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge receipt   of  Council   order,   dated   January   15, 
1940,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered.  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
conduct  a  survey  with  reference  to  installing 
traffic  lights  at  the  junction  of  Gallivan  Boulevard 
and  Washington  street,  Dorchester." 

At  the  present  time  there  are  no  funds  available 
to  this  commission   for   the  installation   of   traffic 
signals.      If    money    becomes    available    this    inter- 
section will  be  given  immediate  consideration. 
Respectfully  yours. 
William   P.   Hickey.  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


"STOP"    SIGN,    WARD   20. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor.  February  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Boston  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  December  4.  1939,  concerning  the  in- 
stallation of  a  "Stop"  sign  at  the  corner  of  South 
and  Centre  streets,  Ward  20. 

Respectfully. 
Maurice  J.   Tobin.  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission.  February  1.  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge receipt  of  Council  order  dated  December  4, 
1939,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  a  "Stop"  sign  at  the  corner  of  South  and 
Centre  streets.  Ward  20." 

This  location  is  comprised  of  the  intersection 
of  Centre  street.  Church  street  and  South  street. 

We  assume  that  the  Council  order  intends  the 
installation  of  "Stop"  signs  in  South  street,  at 
Centre  street,  to  govern  South  street  traffic  enter- 
ing the  intersection.  Because  of  the  peculiar 
layout  of  the  intersection  it  would  be  necessary 
to  erect  such  a  sign  at  a  point  so  far  back  of  the 
desired  stopping  point  that  it  could  not  be  effec- 
tive. 

Accurate  observations  made  by  this  department 
show  that  only  about  30  per  cent  of  motorists  obey 
"Stop"    signs.     It   is    our    opinion    that    the   per- 
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centage  which  would  obey  a  sign  erected  at  this 
location  would  be  much  less  and  that  a  more 
dangerous  condition  than  exists  at  present  would 
be  created,  because  Centre  street  traffic  would 
assume  that  all  traffic  entering  the  area  from  South 
street  would  stop  before  entering. 

This  location  is  on  a  list  where  this  Commis- 
sion has  recommended  the  installation  of  automatic 
traffic  signals  when  funds  are  made  available  for 
the  purpose. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


ONE-WAV   STREETS,    WARD   2. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Boston  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  October  30,  1939,  concerning  the  making 
of  Austin  and  Chapman  streets,  Ward  2,  one  way 
from  Lawrence  street  to  Main  street. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  February  1,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge receipt  of  Council  order  dated  October  30, 
1939,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
Austin  and  Chapman  streets,  Ward  2,  one  way 
from  Lawrence  street  to  Main  street." 

We  have  delayed  the  submission  of  our  report 
on  this  Council  order  in  order  to  make  extended 
field  observations  of  traffic  conditions  in  this  sec- 
tion of  Charlestown  during  the  winter  months. 

Our  survey  and  observations  show  that  it  would 
be  impracticable  to  make  Chapman  street  one  way 
because  of  the  congested  traffic  condition  at 
Chapman  street  and  Rutherford  avenue,  which 
would  be  further  aggravated  by  forcing  additional 
traffic  into  Chapman  street,  an  inevitable  result  of 
the  proposed  rule. 

We  do  not  believe,  therefore,  that  the  two 
streets  referred  to  in  the  Council  order,  namely, 
Austin  street  and  Chapman  street,  should  be  made 
one-way  streets. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.   Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC   SIGNALS,    WARD    20. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Boston  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  January  15,  1940,  concerning  the  installa- 
tion of  automatic  traffic  signals  at  the  following 
locations  in  Ward  20:  Centre  street,  in  front  of 
Holy  Name  Church;  Centre  street  and  La  Grange 
street. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  February  1,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge receipt  of  Council  order  dated   January   15, 
1940,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
automatic  traffic  signals  at  the  following  locations 
in  Ward  20:  Centre  street,  in  front  of  Holy  Name 
Church;    Centre  and  La  Grange  streets." 

There  are  no  funds  available  at  the  present  time 
for  the  installation  of  traffic  lights.  However,  if 
funds  become  available  these  intersections  will  be 
given  immediate  consideration. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey-,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC  CONTROL  SIGNALS,  BLUE  HILL 
AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Boston  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  January  29,  1940,  concerning  the  provision  for 
the  installation  of  automatic  traffic  control  devices 
in  conjunction  with  the  proposed  widening  of  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  from  Seaver  street  to  American  Legion 
Highway,  Ward  14. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  February  12,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Togbin, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge receipt  of  Council  order  dated  January  29, 
1940; 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  and 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  provide  for  the 
installation  of  automatic  traffic  control  devices  in 
conjunction  with  the  proposed  widening  of  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  from  Seaver  street  to  American  Legion 
Highway,  Ward  14." 

During  the  street  reconstruction  in  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  from  American  Legion  Highway  to  Seaver 
street,  on  which  work  will  be  started  in  the  spring, 
it  is  the  intention  of  this  commission  to  place  under- 
ground conduit  in  the  intersections  of  American 
Legion  Highway  and  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Blue 
Hill  avenue  and  Glen  way  street,,  so  that  the  neces- 
sary underground  construction  will  be  completed 
and  ready  for  the  installation  of  traffic  signals  at 
both  these  intersections  when  funds  are  made 
available  for  the  purpose. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPLACING    OF    GAS    LAMPS,    WARD     13- 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  January  15,  1940,  concerning  the  replacing 
of  all  gas  street  lamps  in  Ward  13  with  modern 
electric  lights. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

January  29,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — This  is  in  reference  to  the 
following  order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  January  15  of  the  current  year: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  replace  all  gas  street  lamps  in  Ward  13  with 
modern  electric  lights." 

At  the  present  time  there  are  23,227  street  lights 
in  the  city,  9,383  of  which  are  gas.  To  replace  all 
existing  gas  lamps  with  electric  lights  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  improve  the  existing  street  lighting 
facilities,  would  necessitate  an  expenditure  that  the 
city  is  not  in  a  position  to  assume  at  the  present 
time. 

The  average  street  that  is  being  lighted  by  gas 
is  very  often  better  lighted  than  are  streets  that 
are  being  lighted  by  electricity,  due  to  the  fact  that 
gas  lights  are  located  on  both  sides  of  the  street, 
whereas,  in  many  cases,  the  electric  lights  are 
located  only  on  one  side,  as  the  brackets  are  at- 
tached to  carrying  poles,  which,  ordinarily,  are 
located  only  on  one  side.  If  it  were  deemed  ad- 
visable to  locate  the  electric  lights  on  both  sides 
of  a  street,  the  department  would  be  required  to  pay 
for  the  installation  of  all  additional  poles,  the  cost 
of  which  varies  from  $44.80  to  $54  each.  To  effect 
a  program  that  would  provide  for  the  replacing  of 
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existing  gas  lamps  by  installing  electric  lights  on 
both  sides  of  the  street  would  be  prohibitive,  in 
view  of  the  cost. 

I  contemplate  starting  to  replace  in  all  sections 
of  the  city,  existing  gas  lamps  with  electric  lights, 
in  locations  where  such  a  change  will  improve  the 
street  lighting  facilities  and  where  there  will  be  no 
additional  expense  incurred  by  the  city. 
Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


REMOVAL     OF     COBBLESTONES,     MASSA- 
CHUSETTS  AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  January  16,  1940,  concerning  the  removal 
of  the  cobblestones  on  Massachusetts  avenue, 
from  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad  Bridge,  south  of  Huntington  avenue  to 
Beacon  street,  and  to  have  same  resurfaced  with 
smooth  type  asphalt  pavement,  said  work  to  be 
done  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction ; 
and,  further,  that  this  construction  work  be 
performed  during  hours  which  will  not  interfere 
with  the  normal  course  of  business. 

Respectfully, 
Maukice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

January  29,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — This  is  in  reference  to  the 
following  order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  January  15  of  the  current  year: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  arrange  for  the  removal  of  the  cobblestones  on 
Massachusetts  avenue,  from  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  Bridge,  south  of 
Huntington  avenue  to  Beacon  street,  and  to  have 
same  resurfaced  with  smooth  type  asphalt  pave- 
ment, said  work  to  be  done  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
plan  of  construction;  and  be  it  further 

"Ordered,  That  this  construction  work  be  per- 
formed during  hours  which  will  not  interfere  with 
the  normal  course  of  business." 

The  resurfacing  work  as  required  under  the 
provisions  of  the  above  order  will  have  to  be  done 
by  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  and  this  depart- 
ment, as  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
is  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  the  street 
surface  between  the  street  car^  rails.  In  view  of 
this,  it  will  be  necessary  to  receive  the  cooperation 
of  that  company,  in  order  that  the  entire  granite 
block  area  may  be  resurfaced  with  bituminous 
concrete. 

I  have  taken  up  this  matter  with  officials  of  the 
Railway  Company,  and  they  have  agreed  to  con- 
duct a  survey,  in  order  to  determine  whether  the 
existing  street  surface  area,  for  which  they  are 
responsible,  is  in  such  a  condition  as  to  justify  its 
resurfacing.  I  feel,  however,  that  regardless  of 
the  condition  of  the  surface  of  the  existing  granite 
blocks,  traffic  movement  would  be  facilitated  and 
the  general  condition  of  the  street  would  be 
greatly  improved  if  the  existing  granite  block  areas 
were  resurfaced  with  bituminous  concrete. 

I  shall  keep  in  touch  with  the  Elevated  officials 
for  the  purpose  of  impressing  them  with  the 
desirability  of  removing  the  existing  granite  blocks, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above 
order.  I  feel  that  they  will  agree  to  cooperate 
with  the  city  in  this  matter,  and,  in  view  of  this, 
a  project  for  the  resurfacing  of  that  portion  of  the 
street  that  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  de- 
partment is  being  drafted  and  will  be  submitted 
to  the  W.  P.  A.  authorities,  for  their  approval, 
within  the  next  few  weeks,  in  order  that  the  work 
may  start  some  time  in  the  spring  of  the  current 
year. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Geokge  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


UNDERPASS.    BRIGHAM    CIRCLE. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  January  29,  1940,  concerning  the  advisability 
of  constructing  an  underpass  for  vehicular  traffic 
at  Brigham  Circle.  Ward  10,  from  a  point  opposite 
Smith  street  to  a  point  opposite  Wait  street. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston. 
Public  Works  Department. 

February  9,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — This  is  in  reference  to  the 
following  order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  January  29  of  the  current  year: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  and  Transit  Commission  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  constructing  an  underpass  for 
vehicular  traffic  at  Brigham  Circle,  Ward  10.  from 
a  point  opposite  Smith  street  to  a  point  opposite 
Wait  street." 

The  presence  of  the  existing  street  car  line,  in 
addition  to  the  80-foot  width  of  street  that  exist- 
on  Huntington  avenue  from  Fenwood  road  to 
Wait  street  precludes,  at  this  time,  giving  any 
serious  consideration  to  the  construction  of  an 
underpass. 

Even  if  that  section  of  Huntington  avenue 
which  is  now  only  80  feet  wide  were  widened  to  a 
width  of  100  feet,  which  is  the  minimum  width  of 
street  that  is  required  to  provide  sufficient  road- 
way width  for  a  vehicular  underpass,  the  con- 
struction of  an  underpass  in  the  location  as  specified 
in  the  above  order  would  create  a  hazardous  con- 
dition to  vehicular  traffic  unless  the  street  cars 
were  removed  and  bus  lines  substituted  therefor. 

If  the  street  cars  were  allowed  to  remain,  the 
vehicles  upon  entering  and  exiting  from  the 
ramps  of  the  underpass  would  be  required  to  cross. 
at  an  acute  angle,  the  path  of  a  street  car  that 
might  be  proceeding  along  that  section  of  the 
street,  adjacent  to  the  entrance  or  to  the  exit  of 
the  ramps.  It  is  acknowledged  that  this  type  cf 
cross-traffic  movement  is  one  to  be  avoided,  unless 
conditions  are  such  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  do 
so.  To  construct  an  underpass,  however,  which 
would  introduce  this  type  of  cross-traffic  move- 
ment would  be  most  impractical. 
Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


COLLECTION   OF   ASHES    AND    GARBAGE, 
DISTRICT   NO.    7. 
The  following  was  received." 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  February  19.  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  January  15,  1940,  concerning  the  purchase 
of  at  least  four  additional  trucks  for  use  by  the 
Sanitary  Division  m  Diotnit  N;,  '<  in  ;rder  that 
a  more  regular  and  better  collection  of  ashes  and 
garbage  may  be  possible  in  that  district. 
Respectfully. 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department. 

January  29,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle. 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.   Doyle. — This  is   in   reference  to   the 
following  order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  January  15: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  include  in  the  budget  for  the  Sanitary 
Division  sufficient  funds  to  allow  for  the  purchase 
of  at  least  four  additional  trucks  for  use  by  the 
Sanitary  Division  in  District  No.  7  in  order  that 
a  more  regular  and  better  collection  of  ashes  and 
garbage  may  be  possible  in  that  district." 
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A  substantial  appropriation  for  new  equipment 
in  the  Sanitary  Division  has  been  included  in  the 
tentative  1940  budget.  It  is  contemplated  replac- 
ing trucks  that  are  eight  and  ten  years  old  and 
also  purchasing  a  new  mechanical  street  cleaning 
sweeper  and  one  fiusher.  No  consideration  was 
given  to  purchasing  four  additional  trucks  to  be 
used  in  Sanitary  District  7,  as,  in  my  opinion, 
there  is  a  sufficient  number  of  trucks  in  that  dis- 
trict at  the  present  time  to  provide  regular  col- 
lections of  refuse  and  garbage. 

The  collection  of  refuse  and  garbage  in  the  Elm 
Hill  district,  Which  formerly  was  included  in 
District  7,  is  being  done  under  contract  this  year. 
The  five  trucks  formerly  used  in  the  Elm  Hill 
district  have  been  transferred  to  other  districts, 
although  the  men  were  allowed  to  remain  in 
District  7.  Under  the  circumstances,  I  see  no 
reason  why  the  regular  collections  cannot  be 
maintained  in  the  current  year,  without  the  neces- 
sity of  adding  four  trucks. 

I  have  discussed  this  matter  with  the  local 
district  foreman,  and  he  has  informed  me  that  the 
collections  are  being  made  on  schedule,  and,  in 
fact,  have  reached  the  point  where  there  is  no 
necessity  of  having  the  men  work  over  five  and  a 
half  days  per  week.  In  the  event  that  any  district 
foreman  finds  that  he  is  unable  to  maintain  a 
regular  schedule  for  the  collection  of  refuse  and 
garbage,  he  has  been  given  specific  instructions 
to  engage  the  services  of  contractors'  trucks  and 
men,  in  order  to  help  him  maintain  the  regular 
schedule  of  collections. 

Every  effort  is  being  made  to  maintain  regular 
collections  of  refuse  and  garbage,  and  the  small 
amount  of  $100,  paid  in  1939,  to  contractors  for 
the  hire  of  trucks  and  men,  in  connection  with  this 
work,  is,  in  my  opinion,  ample  evidence  that  the 
regular  collections  are  being  maintained  in  those 
districts  where  the  work  is  being  performed  by  - 
city  forces. 

Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR   CEMETERY 
DIVISION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
'Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  the  preparation  of  the  1940 
budget  provision  was  made,  as  in  1939,  that 
$60,000  of  the  maintenance  expenses  of  the  Ceme- 
tery Division  of  the  Park  Department  should  be 
charged  against  income  of  the  Cemetery  Fund. 

Before  this  income  can  be  utilized  it  is  necessary 
that  an  appropriation  be  made. 

I  accordingly  submit  herewith,  in  accordance 
witli  the  provisions  of  chapter  117  of  the  Acts  of 
1913,  an  order  providing  for  the  appropriation 
from  the  income  of  the  Cemetery  Fund  in  the  sum 
of  $60,000,  the  same  to  be  utilized  in  meeting 
maintenance  expenses  of  the  Cemetery  Division, 
and  respectfully  recommend  adoption  by  your 
Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
117,  Acts  of  1913,  the  sum  of  $60,000  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the  Cemetery 
Fund,  to  be  expended,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Park  Commissioner,  for  Cemetery  Division,  Main- 
tenance and  Improvement. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


USE    OF   FIREMEN    IN    EMERGENCIES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  February  8,  1940. 
Mr.  Wilfred  Doyle, 
City  Clerk. 
Dear    Mr.     Doyle, — Upon    the    advice    of    his 
Honor   the    Mayor,    I   am    forwarding    to   you    a 
proposed   amendment   to   chapter    15   of   the   Re- 
vised Ordinances  of   1925,  as  submitted  to  us  by 
the  Law  Department. 

It  is  my  idea  in  this  instance  to  make  possible 
the  calling  of  the  off-platoon  to  duty  in  the  event 
of  a  hurricane  or  other  major  disaster  in  the  city. 


At  the  present  time  the  ordinance  permits  us  to 
issue  this  call  only  in  case  of  a  conflagration. 

Will  you  take  care  of  this  for  us  so  that  the  City 
Council  will  make  possible  to  completion  of  our 
program  for  action  in  case  of  a  major  emergency 
in  the  city. 

Cordially  yours, 
William  Arthur  Reilly, 

Fire  Commissioner. 

Ordinances  of  1940. 

Chapter  15  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1925 
is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  section  four  and 
inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following  new  section: 

"Section  4.  In  case  of  a  conflagration  or 
extreme  emergency  involving  a  fire  hazard,  the 
officer  or  board  having  charge  of  the  fire  fighting 
force  shall  have  full  authority  to  summon  and 
keep  on  duty  any  or  all  of  the  members  of  the  fire 
fighting  force  while  such  conflagration  or  emergency 
continues." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


JURISDICTION   OVER   SUFFOLK 
COUNTY   JAIL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 

Finance  Commission, 

February  7,  1940. 
Hon.  Leverett  Saltonstall, 

Governor  of  Massachusetts. 
Your  Excellency, — As  an  aftermath  of  the  recent 
disclosures  of  conditions  in  Suffolk  County  Jail,  a 
controversy  has  arisen  between  the  Commissioner 
of  Correction  and  certain  officials  of  the  City  of 
Boston  as  to  the  extent  of  the  responsibility  which 
each  of  the  numerous  officials  having  some  form 
of  jurisdiction  over  the  jail  is  required  or  permitted 
to  exercise. 

The  Finance  Commission  believes  that  there  is 
good  reason  for  controversy,  since  it  is  extremely 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  analyze  and  reconcile 
the  numerous  statutory  enactments  relating  to  the 
subject.  This  statutory  conflict  has  been  used  as 
an  excuse  by  the  officials  involved  for  not  under- 
taking the  full  measure  of  their  several  responsi- 
bilities. The  Finance  Commission  believes  that 
if  any  one  of  them  had  felt  that  he  had  the  sole 
responsibility,  he  would  have  had  little  or  no  excuse 
for  the  neglect  with  which  he  has  been  charged. 
But  the  fact  that  so  many  officials  have  been  given 
supervisory  power  has  been  used  as  an  excuse  by 
-  each  for  his  failure  to  do  his  duty. 

Introduction. 

The  growth  of  the  County  System  in  the  Com- 
monwealth and  of  the  peculiar  position  in  that 
system  enjoyed  by  Suffolk  County,  must  be  under- 
stood in  order  to  achieve  a  clear  understanding  of 
the  network  of  conflicting  provisions. 

The  English  colonists  who  landed  in  Boston  in 
1630  left  in  England  an  integrated  system  of  county 
government,  consisting  of  a  Lord  Lieutenant  ap- 
pointed by  the  Crown,  a  sheriff,  also  appointed  by 
the  Crown,  who  was  the  chief  executive  agent  of  the 
courts  and  the  conservator  of  the  peace,  justices  of 
the  peace  appointed  by  the  Crown,  forming  in  each 
county  a  court  of  nisi  prius  criminal  jurisdiction, 
and  acting  as  fiscal  and  administrative  authority  in 
county  affairs,  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
county  courts  to  assess  taxes,  and  coroners. 

There  was  no  need  for  such  organization  in  the 
new  colony.  But  by  1639  county  courts  of  in- 
ferior jurisdiction  were  established,  with  authority 
to  name  their  own  clerks  and  other  officers,  although 
it  was  not  until  1643  that  the  four  counties  of 
Suffolk,  Norfolk,  Middlesex  and  Essex  were 
created.  In  1654  the  counties  were  authorized  to 
elect  a  county  treasurer  who  should  apportion  and 
collect  the  county  rates,  and  the  next  year  the 
counties  were  required  each  to  establish  a  House  of 
Correction. 

In  1668,  County  Commissioners  were  created, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  General  Court  with  the 
duty  of  assessing  taxes. 

The  sheriff,  meanwhile,  who  was  originally  called 
the  "beadle"  and,  subsequently,  the  "marshal," 
had  been  gradually  growing  into  the  chief  execu- 
tive officer  of  the  courts.  In  1699  he  was  made  the 
keeper  of  the  county  jail. 

So  it  is  clear  that  at  the  close  of  the  colonial 
period  (1690)  a  system  of  county  government  pat- 
terned on  the  English  model,  but  adapted  to  the 
situation  in  the  new  world,  had  taken  distinct  form. 
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Of  all  the  present  officials,  only  the  auditor  was 
missing.  Even  the  Master  of  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion was  named  as  such  in  1646.  As  thus  origi- 
nally constituted,  county  government  concerned 
itself  with  the  care  and  housing  of  the  courts,  and 
with  the  jails  and  houses  of  correction,  which  were 
their  necessary  appendages.  It  was  not  until  about 
a  century  ago  that  duties  of  county  government  in 
relation  to  highways  began. 

In  the  period  since  the  establishment  of  the 
Commonwealth,  Suffolk  has  been  prone  to  receive 
different  treatment  from  the  rest  of  the  Common- 
wealth in  county  matters.  This  is  due  to  two 
important  facts. 

In  1822  the  House  of  Correction  in  Boston  was 
made  the  House  of  Correction  for  Suffolk  County, 
under  the  control  of  the  City  Council  of  Boston, 
and  thereafter  its  fortunes  followed  those  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  entirely  separate  from  those  of  the 
Suffolk  Jail,  which  remained  under  control  of  the 
sheriff,  a  county  official,  and  subject  generally  to 
the  same  control  and  regulation  as  all  other  county 
jails.  Furthermore,  in  the  same  year,  if  not 
earlier,  the  City  Council  of  Boston  was  authorized 
to  levy  taxes  for  the  support  of  Suffolk  County,  so 
long  as  Chelsea  continues  not  "to  be  liable  to  taxa- 
tion for  any  county  purposes."  In  1831  Chelsea, 
which  then  included  both  Revere  and  Winthrop. 
conveyed  to  Boston  all  its  interest  in  county  real 
estate  and  since  then  the  City  of  Boston  has  de- 
frayed the  expenses  of  Suffolk  County,  owned  the 
real  estate  of  the  county,  and  been  vested  with  the 
rights  and  duties  of  County  Commissioners. 

Apart  from  minor  changes,  the  management  and 
control  of  the  Suffolk  Jail  thus  outlined  remained 
comparatively  unchanged  until  in  1879  commis- 
sioners of  prisons  were  provided,  with  substantial 
duties  and  powers,  who  by  permutations  in  1916 
and  1918  were  succeeded  by  the  present  Com- 
missioner of  Correction. 

Summarizing  the  foregoing,  the  following  becomes 
apparent.  In  the  17th  century  the  sheriff  became 
the  master  of  the  jail  and  primarily  responsible  for 
its  care  and  management.  Likewise,  in  the  17th 
century,  County  Commissioners  were  created  and 
vested  with  certain  powers.  In  the  19th  century 
the  City  of  Boston  became  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses the  County  of  Suffolk,  creating  a  unique 
situation  among  the  county  governments  of  the 
Commonwealth  and  absorbed  into  itself  the  con- 
trol of  the  Suffolk  House  of  Correction,  so  that 
for  more  than  a  century  the  sheriff  of  Suffolk 
County,  unlike  the  usual  situation,  has  had  no 
control  over  the  House  of  Correction  in  his  county. 
Finally,  the  authority  of  the  Commissioner  of  Cor- 
rection over  Suffolk  Jail  is  of  comparatively  recent 
origin. 

Authority  and  Duties  of  Sheriff. 
The  control  over  the  jails  given  to  the  sheriffs 
appears  in  section  16  of  chapter  126  of  the  General 
Laws  as  follows: 

"The  sheriff  shall  have  custody  and  control  of 
the  jails  in  his  county,  and  except  in  Suffolk  County 
of  the  houses  of  correction  therein,  and  of  all  pris- 
oners committed  thereto,  and  shall  keep  the  same 
himself,  or  by  his  deputy  as  jailer,  master  or 
keeper,  and  shall  be  responsible  for  them.  The 
jailer,  master  or  keeper  shall  appoint  subordinate 
assistants,  employees  and  officers  and  shall  be  re- 
sponsible for  them." 

The  form  of  this  statute  gives  the  sheriff  power 
to  act  as  both  sheriff  and  master  of  the  jail  or  to 
separate  the  two  functions,  appointing  a  deputy 
to  act  as  master.  This  is  of  importance  since  the 
Legislature  has  granted  powers  to  and  imposed 
liabilities  upon  the  jailer  as  such,  whether  he  be 
sheriff  or  deputy. 

The  sheriff  as  such  has  also  the  specific  duty  by 
statute  to  make  reports  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Correction  (chapter  127,  section  10  as  amended), 
to  the  Superior  Court  (chapter  126,  section  12J, 
and  the  power  to  remove  any  officer  appointed  by 
him  to  a  position  of  trust  and  authority  in  a  jail 
who  is  known  to  use  intoxicating  liquor  to  excess 
(chapter  127,  section  14,  as  amended). 

Authority  and  Duties  of  the  Master  of  the  Jail. 

The  master  of  the  jail,  as  such,  who  as  pre- 
viously pointed  out,  may  also  be  and  in  many 
cases  is  also  the  sheriff,  has  many  specific  statutory 
duties  and  powers  in  addition  to  the  broad  powers 
of  control  set  up  in  section  16  of  chapter  126. 
He  has  substantial  clerical  duties,  chapter  127, 
sections  2,  3,  4,  5  (calendar),  8  (prison  book),  9 
(invoice  book)  and  28.  Broadly  speaking,  these 
sections  require  that  a  complete  record  be  kept  of  a 
prisoner  and  his  property,  and  of  the  expenses  of 


maintenance  of  the  jail.  The  master  is  also  re- 
quired to  give  prisoners  a  complete  physical 
examination  (chapter  127,  section  16),  but  the 
form  in  which  the  records  of  such  examination 
shall  be  kept  is  to  be  prescribed  by  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  and  the  duty  of  keeping  the 
records  themselves  is  placed  upon  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Correction  (chapter  127,  section  17). 
The  master  must  make  and  keep  measurements  of 
prisoners  sentenced  for  larceny  or  felony  under  the 
Bertillon  system  (chapter  127,  sections  23  and  28). 
By  sections  22  and  35,  38,  87,  88  and  93  of  chapter 
127,  and  sections  25  and  33  of  chapter  126,  details 
of  routine  and  certain  rights  of  prisoners  are 
specifically  prescribed,  and  he  must  see  that  they 
are  carried  out  and  respected.  He  has  certain 
limited  powers  in  respect  of  prison  industries 
(see,  for  example,  section  51  of  chapter  127), 
although  the  Commissioner  of  Correction,  as  will 
be  hereafter  shown,  has  the  major  grant  of  power 
in  this  regard. 

Authority  and  Duties  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Correction. 
To  the  commissioner  is  given  by  section  1  of 
chapter  124  the  "general  supervision"  of  the  jails, 
and  on  him  is  imposed  the  duty  of  making  "rules 
for  the  direction  of  the  officers  of  such  institutions 
in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  for  the  govern- 
ment, discipline  and  instruction  of  the  convicts 
therein,  for  the  custody  and  preservation  of  the 
property  connected  therewith,  .  .  .  for  teach- 
ing prisoners  who  are  committed  to  a  jail  or  house 
of  correction  for  six  montlis  or  more  to  read  and 
write,  for  securing  proper  exercise  for  unemployed 
sentenced  prisoners  in  jails  and  houses  of  correc- 
tion, and  for  securing  medical  examination  and 
supervision  of  prisoners  in  jails  and  houses  of 
correction  punished  by  solitary  confinement." 
These  rules,  to  be  sure,  are  subject  to  modification 
or  annulment  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  to 
whom  they  must  be  submitted,  but  jailers  "shall 
make  no  rules  inconsistent  with  them." 

To  define  the  general  supervisory  power  of  the 
commissioner  above  set  out,  the  General  Court 
lias  in  section  2  of  chapter  124  required  the  com- 
missioner to  "keep  informed  as  to  the  management 
and  condition  of  all  institutions  under  his  super- 
vision or  control."  and  "to  make  frequent  visits 
to  such  institutions"  either  personally  or  by  one 
of  his  deputies  and  "to  investigate  the  manage- 
ment, condition  and  discipline  of  the  institutions 
and  the  treatment  of  the  inmates,  and  the  books 
of  the  sai<l  institutions  shall  be  open  for  his  ex- 
amination." 

He  is  further  required  by  section  6  as  amended 
to  make  an  annual  report  "setting  forth  fully  and 
in  detail  the  actual  condition  on  .  .  .  De- 
cember 31,  of  each  jail." 

In  addition  to  the  general  inquisitorial  and 
visitorial  powers  above  outlined,  the  commissioner 
is  given  a  series  of  special  powers  and  duties  in 
respect  of  jails  which  are  scattered  here  and  there 
throughout  the  169-odd  sections  of  chapter  127 
of  the  General  Laws.  For  instance,  he  has  a  very 
considerable  degree  of  control  over  the  industries 
in  the  jail  (chapter  127.  sections  51,  52,  53,  55,  57, 
59,  65  and  67);  he  may  institute  a  system  of 
physical  training,  including  military  drill,  in  any 
penal  institution  in  the  Commonwealth  (chapter 
127,  section  19);  he  shall  classify  prisoners  com- 
mitted to  jails  (chapter  127,  section  21);  and  he 
has  broad  and  very  detailed  powers  of  removal 
which  include  removal  to  and  from  jails  (chapter 
127,  sections  97-114). 

The  commissioner  has  also  certain  duties  in 
relation  to  pardons  (chapter  127,  section  152.  as 
amended)  and  to  discharged  prisoners  (chapter 
127,  sections  158-161,  and  chapter  124,  section  4). 

Authority  and  Duties  of  the  Officials  of  the  City 
of  Boston. 

Any  discussion  of  the  authority  and  duties  of 
the  officials  of  the  city  must  be  divided  into  two 
parts:  First,  a  discussion  of  what  they  are;  and. 
second,  a  discussion  of  who  shall  exercise  them. 
For  it  is  in  this  latter  area  that  the  greatest  con- 
fusion arises. 

The  authorities  and  duties  of  County  Com- 
missioners, so  far  as  they  relate  to  jails,  are  as 
follows: 

By  section  1  of  chapter  126  "the  County  Commis- 
sioners, shall  be  the  inspectors  of  the  prisons  in 
their  counties."  The  section  provides  that  they 
shall  twice  in  each  year,  at  intervals  of  not  ex- 
ceeding eight  months,  themselves  or  by  a  com- 
mittee of  two  of  their  members,  visit  all  the  prisons 
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in  their  county,  and  fully  examine  into  every- 
thing relative  to  the  government,  discipline  and 
police  thereof;  and  as  soon  as  may  be  after  each 
inspection,  the  committee  shall  make  and  sub- 
scribe a  detailed  report  to  the  commissioners  of 
the  condition  of  each  prison  as  to  health,  cleanli- 
ness and  discipline  at  the  time  of  inspection,  the 
number  of  prisoners  confined  there  within  the 
preceding  six  months  or  since  the  last  inspection, 
the  causes  of  confinement,  the  number  of  prisoners 
usually  confined  in  one  room,  the  distinction, 
if  any,  usually  observed  in  the  treatment  of  the 
different  classes  of  prisoners,  the  punishments 
inflicted,  any  evils  or  defects  in  the  construction, 
discipline  or  management  of  such  prisons,  the 
names  of  prisoners  who  have  been  discharged  or 
pardoned,  or  who  have  died  or  escaped,  and  any 
violation  or  neglect  of  law  relative  to  such  prisoners, 
with  the  causes,  if  known,  of  the  violation  or 
neglect." 

It  is  obvious  that  the  supervisory  duties  here 
described  parallel  closely  the  duties  imposed  on 
the  Commissioner  of  Correction  by  sections  1  and 
2  of  chapter  124,  except  that  the  commissioner  has 
no  duty  in  regard  to  construction  of  the  jail  and 
that  while  his  supervisory  duties  are  constant, 
those  of  the  County  Commissioners  are  inter- 
mittent. 

By  section  2  of  chapter  126,  County  Commis- 
sioners are  given  access  to  every  department  of 
the  jail  and  to  all  books,  accounts  and  papers, 
and  also  are  given  power  to  examine  on  oath  any 
person  relative  to  the  affairs  or  management  of  the 
jail. 

By  sections  35  to  39  of  chapter  126,  the  County 
Commissioners  are  permitted  to  purchase,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Commissioner  of  Correc- 
tion, a  county  industrial  farm  to  be  reclaimed  by 
prisoners,  to  provide  for  the  housing  of  prisoners 
thereon,  and  to  require  the  sheriff  to  remove  to 
said  farm  such  prisoners  as  in  the  opinion  of  the 
commissioners  can  advantageously  be  employed 
thereon,  to  borrow  money  for  the  above  purposes, 
and  to  levy  taxes  to  repay  the  money  so  borrowed. 

The  duty  of  providing  suitable  court  houses, 
jails,  houses  of  correction  and  other  public  build- 
ings necessary  for  the  use  of  the  county  and  its 
courts  is  laid  on  each  county  by  section  3  of 
chapter  34  of  the  General  Laws.  For  Suffolk 
County  the  duty  is  laid  on  Boston.  By  section  14 
and  subsequent  sections  of  chapter  34,  the  County 
Commissioners  are  authorized  to  provide  the  fore- 
going buildings,  and  generally  for  the  repair  and 
enlargement  thereof. 

Furthermore,  the  County  Commissioners  have 
auditing  duties.  By  section  1  of  chapter  35  pro- 
vision is  made  for  a  county  treasurer  and  by 
subsequent  sections  his  duties  and  powers  are 
outlined.  In  section  11  he  is  forbidden  to  make 
payments,  with  certain  exceptions,  except  upon 
order  drawn  and  signed  by  a  majority  of  the 
County  Commissioners. 

Furthermore,  "the  county  commissioners  may 
in  their  discretion  and  at  the  expense  of  the 
county  provide  moral  and  religious  instruction 
for  prisoners"  in  a  county  jail  (chapter  127, 
section  93). 

Finally,  "the  county  commissioners  may  pro- 
vide a  prisoner  released  from  prison  with  such 
amount  of  money  as  in  their  opinion  can  be  wisely 
used  to  encourage  his  reformation"  (chapter  127, 
section  164). 

The  question  next  arises  as  to  which  officials  of 
the  city  are  entitled  to  exercise  these  powers. 

Section  4  as  amended,  of  chapter  34,  provides 
that  "in  Suffolk  County  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Boston,  the  municipal  council  of  Chel- 
sea, and  the  city  council  of  Revere,  in  their  respec- 
tive cities,  and  the  selectmen  of  Winthrop  in  said 
town,  shall,  except  as  otherwise  provided,  have 
the  powers  and  perform  the  duties  of  county 
commissioners."  As  the  Suffolk  Jail  is  in  Boston, 
the  references  to  the  governing  bodies  of  Chelsea, 
Revere  and  Winthrop  need  not  be  considered. 
However,  the  phrase  "except  as  otherwise  pro- 
vided" introduces  the  question  as  to  whether  the 
City  Council  under  the  Charter  Act  of  1909  is 
not  deprived  of  its  share  of  a  substantial  number 
of  these  authorities  and  duties. 

Section  6  of  the  Charter  Act  of  1885  provided 
that  the  executive  powers  of  the  board  of  alder- 
men as  county  commissioners  should  be  vested 
in  the  Mayor.  Furthermore,  by  section  12  of 
this  charter  the  board  of  aldermen  were  prohibited 
from  taking  any  part  in  "the  employment  of 
labor,  the  making  of  contracts,  the  purchase  of 
materials  or  supplies,  the  construction,  alteration 


or  repair  of  any  public  works,  buildings  or  other 
property,  or  the  care,  custody  and  management 
of  the  same,  or  in  the  conduct  of  any  of  the  execu- 
tive or  administrative  business  of  the  city,  or  in 
the  expenditure  of  public  money,  except  such  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  contingent  and  incidental 
expenses  of  the  city  council  or  of  either  branch 
thereof,  nor,  except  as  is  otherwise  provided  in 
sections  one  and  two,  in  the  appointment  or 
removal  of  any  officers  or  subordinates  for  whose 
appointment  and  removal  provision  is  herein  before 
made." 

In  Hibbard  v.  County  of  Suffolk,  163  Mass.  34, 
the  Court  was  obliged  to  construe  the  two  sections 
above  quoted  in  an  attempt  to  determine  what 
powers  had  been  transferred  to  the  Mayor  by 
section  6  and  what  had  been  retained  by  the 
aldermen.  The  Court  decided  that  the  powers  of 
the  County  Commissioners  could  be  properly 
divided  into  executive  powers  and  non-executive 
powers — or  as  it  called  them  "judicial  and  legis- 
lative powers,"  and  that  while  the  executive 
powers  had  been  transferred,  all  other  powers  had 
been  retained  by  the  aldermen.  It  was  held  that 
the  language  of  section  12  above  quoted  was 
tantamount  to  an  enumeration  of  the  executive 
powers  of  which  the  aldermen  were  deprived,  and 
that  the  two  sections  should  be  construed  together 
to  achieve  the  same  end. 

Although  the  present  charter  of  Boston  (chap- 
ter 486  of  the  Acts  of  1909;  contains  as  a  successor 
to  section  6  a  far  less  clear  delegation  of  executive 
powers  to  the  Mayor  (see  section  5),  the  provisions 
of  section  12  have  been  substantially  incorporated 
in  section  8,  and  in  section  1  a  grant  of  power 
made  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  not  sub- 
stantially different  from  that  contained  in  section  4 
of  chapter  34  of  the  General  Laws,  above  quoted. 

In  practice,  the  division  outlined  in  Hibbard  v. 
County  of  Suffolk  under  the  old  charter,  has  been 
followed  under  the  new,  and  the  City  Council  has 
joined  with  the  Mayor  in  appropriations  for 
county  activities  in  the  manner  prescribed  for  its 
participation  in  city  appropriations  and  has  by  a 
committee  of  its  members  inspected  the  Suffolk 
Jail  and  made  the  report  thereon  required  by 
section  1  of  chapter  126.  Why  this  inspection 
should  be  considered  as  "legislative"  or  "judicial" 
in  character  rather  than  "executive"  is  not  made 
clear. 

Authority  and  Duties  of  the  Penal  Institutions 
Commissioner. 

The  Penal  Institutions  Commissioner  not  only 
has  control  in  his  own  right  over  the  House  of 
Correction  at  Deer  Island,  but  also  has  a  hand 
in  the  management  of  the  jail.  He  is  the  only 
official  entitled  to  issue  permits  to  be  at  liberty 
from  the  jail  (chapter  127,  section  128)  and  to 
revoke  the  same  and  order  the  arrest  of  the  prisoner 
(chapter  127,  section  149).  Similarly,  he  has  the 
right  to  parole  prisoners, --except  prisoners  held 
upon  sentences  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
from  Suffolk  Jail  (chapter  127,  section  141;,  and 
to  revoke  the  parole  (chapter  127,  section  149). 
Power  to  discharge  prisoners  convicted  of  dis- 
orderly conduct  or  drunkenness  and  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  convicting  court,  of  night- 
walkers  if  satisfied  of  the  likelihood  of  reformation, 
is  also  lodged  with  the  Penal  Institutions  Commis- 
sioner (chapter  127,  sections  140  and  143). 

Authority  and  Duties  of  the  Auditor. 
The  auditor  of  the  City  of  Boston  also  has  cer- 
tain powers  over  the  management  of  the  jail.  By 
section  42  of  chapter  35  he  is  made  the  auditor  of 
Suffolk  County.  "No  bill  against  said  county 
shall  be  paid  until  audited  and  allowed  by  him." 
In  addition,  he  is  given  by  -section  23  of  chapter 
480  of  the  Acts  of  1909  (Charter  Statute)  the  power 
to  inspect  and  revise  all  accounts  rendered  to  the 
County  of  Suffolk  and  to  prescribe  the  form  in 
which  they  shall  be  rendered  and  kept.  He  "may 
require  any  person  presenting  for  settlement  an 
account  or  claihi  against  the  .  .  .  county  to 
make  oath  before  him  in  such  form  as  he  may  pre- 
scribe as  to  the  accuracy  of  such  account  or  claim." 
He  also  "may  disallow  and  refuse  to  pay  in  whole 
or  in  part,  any  claim  on  the  ground  that  it  is  fraudu- 
lent or  unlawful,  and  in  that  case  he  shall  file  a 
written  statement  of  his  reasons  for  the  refusal." 

Authority  and  Duty 

of  the 
Director  of  Accounts. 
The  Director  of  Accounts  of  the  Commonwealth 
has   also  supervisory   power    in    connection    with 


63 


OITY    COUNCIL. 


Suffolk  Jail  but  his  powers  are  directed  at  the  con- 
trol of  the  County  Treasurer,  who  in  the  case  of 
Suffolk  is  the  City  Treasurer  of  Boston.  By  sec- 
tion 44  of  chapter  35  he  is  required  to  examine  the 
books,  accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  treasurer, 
make  sure  that  the  law  is  complied  with  in  regard 
to  contracts,  and,  finally,  balance  the  accounts. 

Conclusion. 

Confusing  as  the  foregoing  summary  of  the  con- 
flicting powers  and  obligations  of  the  various 
officials  connected  with  Suffolk  Jail  may  seem,  it  is 
comparatively  simple  compared  with  these  pro- 
visions when  scattered  hither  and  thither  through 
the  General  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the 
Special  Statutes  relating  to  the  City  of  Boston. 
The  result  of  over  100  years  of  tinkering  here  and 
there  with  the  law,  they  need  revision,  codification 
and  clarification.  Any  analysis  shows  certain 
obvious  defects. 

The  line  drawn  in  the  Hibbard  case  between 
executive  and  non-executive  functions  has  left  some 
shadowy  jurisdiction  over  Suffolk  Jail  in  the  City 
Council  of  Boston,  a  jurisdiction  so  ill  defined  that 
the  Council  performs  no  functions  whatever  in 
relation  to  the  jail  except  its  occasional  visitational 
pilgrimage  and  report  thereon,  a  function  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Finance  Commission,  smacks 
of  executive  rather  than  non-executive  character. 

In  the  second  place,  the  city's  supervisory  func- 
tions— by  whomever  exercised — and  those  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Correction  overlap.  For  in- 
stance, the  commissioner  is  given  general  super- 
vision over  the  jail  (chapter  124,  section  1)  and  the 
books  of  the  institution  shall  be  open  for  his  exami- 
nation (section  2).  But  almost  identical  powers, 
namely,  "fully  to  examine  into  everything  relative 
to  the  government,  discipline  and  police  of  the  jail" 
(chapter  126,  section  1),  are  given  to  the  city 
officials  in  the  transfer  of  the  powers  of  County 
Commissioners  generally  so  far  as  relates  to  super- 
vision of  county  administration  in  Suffolk  County. 
They  likewise,  but  somewhat  more  specifically,  are 
entitled  to  examine  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
institution  (section  2). 

Similarly,  there  is  overlapping  and  general  con- 
fusion in  regard  to  the  supervision  of  the  financial 
operations  of  the  jail.  Although  the  sheriff  is  pri- 
marily responsible,  the  Mayor  as  the  statutory  heir 
of  the  executive  functions  of  County  Commis- 
sioners has  under  section  1 1  of  chapter  35  of  the 
General  Laws  the  duty  of  signing  orders  for  the 
payment  by  the  treasurer  of  the  expenses  for  the 
jail,  and  the  auditor  must  audit  and  allow  all  bills 
against  the  county  before  they  are  paid  (chapter 
35,  section  42).  In  addition,  there  is  an  inquisi- 
torial adjunct  relating  to  the  examination  of  ac- 
counts attached  to  the  visitational  power  now 
exercised  by  the  City  Council  (chapter  126,  section 
2),  and  a  similar  though  less  specific  right  likewise 
attached  to  the  duty  of  supervision  laid  on  the 
Commissioner  of  Correction  (chapter  124,  section 
2).  Close  reading  of  these  statutes  does  not  clearly 
disclose  the  extent  of  the  supervisory  power  laid 
upon  any  one  of  these  three  officials.  Each  has  an 
indefinite  responsibility  and  as  a  result  "every- 
body's business  is  nobody's  business." 

The  result  has  been  most  unfortunate. 

In  1933  the  Finance  Commission  disclosed  in  a 
published  report  addressed  to  the  Mayor  and 
Council  all  the  types  of  mismanagement  now  dis- 
closed by  the  Commissioner  of  Correction  as  ex- 
istent at  Charles  Street  Jail,  except  those  relating 
to  the  handling  of  prisoners. 

The  Finance  Commission  stated: 

"It  was  found  that  the  purchasing  methods  em- 
ployed are  antiquated  and  are  open  to  the  possi- 
bility of  abuse  though  no  abuse  was  found.  Pur- 
chases are  made  over  the  telephone  without  written 
order.  Purchases  are  made  without  competition, 
and  no  effective  use  is  made  of  the  bulk  purchasing 
power  of  the  City  Supply  Department.  As  a 
result,  the  prices  paid  at  the  jail  are  higher  than 
the  prices  paid  by  the  City  Supply  Department. 

"For  instance,  in  coal  purchases  the  jail  paid  S6 
per  ton  for  bituminous  coal,  while  the  City  Supply 
Department  paid  S4.78,  and  §12  per  ton  for  an- 
thracite, when  the  City  Supply  Department  paid 
only  810.34. 

"The  commission  believes  that  money  could  be 
saved  if  the  officials  of  the  jail  purchased  meats, 
groceries,  paints,  varnishes,  cleaners,  hardware, 
fuel  and  other  large  items  through  the  City  Supply 
Department. 

"The  Finance  Commission  wishes  also  to  point 
out  a  lack  of  proper  records  through  which  a  suffi- 
cient check  can  be  made  of  the  administrative 
functioning  of  the  jail,  not  only  for  purposes  of 


examining  the  activities  during  a  year  then  current, 
but  also  for  historical  purposes  and  for  purposes  of 
comparison.  Except  for  an  analysis  according  to 
the  city  budget  classifications  and  a  firm  ledger 
kept  in  detail,  there  are  very  few  records.  Stock 
records  made  in  the  storeroom  are  destroyed 
weekly.  No  annual  inventory  or  periodical  listing 
of  supplies  and  equipment  is  made.  As  pre- 
viously stated,  there  is  no  written  order  for  pur- 
chases. There  is  no  book  upon  which  receipt  of 
goods  can  be  entered.  Weight  slips  are  destroyed. 
In  general,  the  commission  believes  that  a  more 
thorough  system  of  bookkeeping  and  analysis  of 
expense  should  be  installed,  and  that  machinery 
for  an  adequate  inspection  of  purchases  should  be 
set  up." 

In  its  annual  report  to  the  Legislature  in  the 
year  following  the  publication  of  the  above  men- 
tioned report,  the  commission  called  attention  to  it 
and  emphasized  that  nothing  had  been  done  in  re- 
gard to  its  disclosures. 

The  Finance  Commission  recommends  that  an 
overhauling  of  these  statutes  be  undertaken,  and 
is  submitting  this  report  to  you  now  in  order  that 
you  may  have  ample  time  to  consider  it  before 
the  convening  of  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  M.  Storey,  Chairman, 

James  E.   Maguire, 

David   Lasker, 

James  H.   Flanagan, 

Elias  F.  Shamon, 

The  Finance  Commission. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL   OF   BONDS. 

The  bonds  of  William  T.  A.  Fitzgerald.  Register 
of  Deeds,  and  Francis  P.  Butler,  John  J.  Mahoney 
and  John  J.  Attridge,  assistant  registers,  were 
received  and  approved. 


APPROVAL  OF  CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

The  constables'  bonds,  having  been  duly  ap- 
proved by  the  City  Treasurer,  of  Charles  Keane 
and  John  F.  Goff,  were  received  and  approved. 


MAYOR'S    ABSENCE    FROM    CITY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  his 
intended  absence  from  the  city  from  February  8 
to  February  26. 

Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS    RECEIVED. 

The     following     petitions     were     received     and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 
.Claims. 

Alden's,  Inc.,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

Sydney  Barnstein,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  crane  of  Transit  Department. 

Nicholas  John  Battite,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  cab  by  city  car. 

Boston  Society  of  Redemptorist  Fathers,  for 
compensation  for  damage  to  property  at  Parochial 
School,  Smith  street,  Roxbury,  caused  by  water 
being  shut  off. 

Ralph  Brogna,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  28  Somerset  street. 

William  H.  Carroll,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  car  of  School  Buildings  Department. 

Winifred  Conroy,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
false  teeth  at  City  Hospital. 

Frances  K.  Dinneen,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  by  employee  of  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. 

Thomas  Flaherty,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  at  Boston  City  Hospital. 

Edward  J.  Hardin,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  car. 

C.  W.  Henderson,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Mrs.  Etta  M.  Josephs,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  95  South 
street. 

William  H.  Leonard,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  car  of  Health  Department. 

James  P.  Leydon,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  Ladder  24  of  Fire  Department. 
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Rosina  Matarazza,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  71  Bennington 
street. 

William  H.  McGinty,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  241  Adams  street,  caused 
by  firemen. 

Edmund  F.  McKenna,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
judgment  issued  against  him. 

H.  R.  Morgan,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Theodore  Parker 
road,  West  Roxbury. 

Rev.  Malachi  J.  Prendergast,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Centre  street. 

William  F.  Quinn,  to  be  indemnified  for  expenses 
incurred  in  collision  with  car. 

Ethel  L.  Ransbottom,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  ear  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Melrose  street  and  Broadway. 

William  J.  Ronayne,  for  compensation  for 
collapse  of  boiler  by  water  being  shut  off. 

Thomas  J.  Ryan,  to  be  reimbursed  for  expenses 
incurred  in  digging  for  water  pipe. 

Frances  Zahlaway,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  dress  in  Assessing  Department. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Annie  M.  McLaughlin,  to  be  paid 
annuity  on  account  of  death  of  her  husband, 
Joseph  H.  McLaughlin,  late  member  of  the  Fire 
Department. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of 
age  to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Leo  J.  and  Edith  E.  Kelleher,  Aperion  Plaza, 
Februarv  22. 

Edith  E.  and  Leo  J.  Kelleher,  Hotel  Bradford, 
February  18. 

Hazei  Boone,  Lee  Auditorium,  February  27. 

Petition  of  Timothy  J.  Sullivan,  to  be  retired 
under  provisions  of  Laborers'  Retirement  Act. 


BRANCH    UNEMPLOYMENT    OFFICE. 

Coun.  ENGLERT  and  LANGAN  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  confer  with 
the  proper  state  officials  relative  to  keeping  open 
the  unemployment  branch  office  in  Minton  Hall, 
Hyde  Park  avenue,  Forest  Hills. 

Coun.  ENGLERT— Mr.  President,  just  a  word 
in  regard  to  that  order.  I  have  been  informed 
that  it  is  proposed  to  move  the  unemployment 
branch  office  now  located  at  4  Hyde  Park  avenue, 
Forest  Hills,  Minton  Hall,  to  11  Beacon  street. 
I  don't  think  it  is  a  proper  thing  at  this  time  to 
have  the  more  than  1,200  people  who  are  now  en- 
joying the  little  compensation  they  are  getting 
from  the  unemployment  office,  compelled  to  come 
down  town  to  11  Beacon  street.  It  will  mean  that 
the  1,200  people  who  are  now  accommodated  at 
this  particular  Forest  Hills  branch  will  have  to 
spend  20  cents  on  carfare  when  they  come  in  town 
to  report  once  a  week,  and  it  will  take  practically 
half  a  day  for  them  to  do  it.  I  certainly  hope  that 
the  Mayor  will  confer  with  the  proper  state  officials 
relative  to  keeping  that  particular  branch  office 
open  in  the  interests  of  the  poor  people  who  will  be 
put  to  that  expense  and  trouble. 

Coun.  GOODE — Mr.  President,  I  also  would 
like  to  go  on  record  as  favoring  that  order.  Many 
of  my  constituents  will  be  affected  by  this  proposed 
movement.  I  am,  therefore,  heartily  in  favor  of 
keeping  that  unemployment  branch  office  in  the 
present  location  at  Forest  Hills. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


INVESTIGATION   OF  ISSUANCE   OF  SNOW 
BUTTONS. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Finance  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
investigate  the  issuance  of  buttons  for  snow  work 
and  the  hiring  of  trucks  incident  to  the  removal  of 
snow  in  the  East  Boston  section. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  the  reason  I 
ask  for  this  investigation  is  because  when  I  first 
became  a  member  here  I  inquired  about  these 
buttons  to  put.  men  at  work  on  snow  removal.  I 
was  informed  at  that  time  that  an  order  was  passed 
last  year  taking  the  button  privilege  away  from  the 
councilors  and  that  the  men  hired  would  be  hired 
at  the  city  yards  in  the  order  in  which  they  ap- 
peared.    That  was  all  right   as  far  as  I  was  con- 


cerned. So  last  Thursday  morning,  when  the 
crowd  appeared  at  my  house  for  buttons,  I  had  a 
sign  on  my  door  which  read:  "No  Buttons.  First 
come  first  served  at  the  city  yard."  So  I  called 
up  the  city  yard  and  asked  them  if  they  would 
take  the  first  hundred  in  the  order  in  which  they 
came,  and  they  told  me  that  they  would  do  so. 
The  sign  satisfied  the  crowd  on  Thursday,  but  on 
Friday  Thomas  Donoghue,  a  telephone  employee, 
and  Lou  Brems,  known  as  the  City  Greeter,  but 
to  us  in  East  Boston  known  as  the  famous  smutty- 
story  teller  with  the  butterfly  moustache — and 
who,  by  the  way,  never  had  a  vote  in  Boston 
until  he  was  taken  off  the  W.  P.  A.  and  given  the 
job  he  now  holds — came  into  East  Boston  with 
hundreds  of  buttons  and  gave  them  out  in  bar 
rooms  and  on  street  corners.  Bartenders  were 
selling  the  buttons  for  a  couple  of  dollars  each, 
while  hundreds  of  men  with  large  families  were 
waiting  in  line  at  the  city  yard  for  hours  for  a 
chance  to  work  and  earn  a  few  dollars  and  finally 
had  to  turn  away  without  getting  that  opportunity, 
not  having  obtained  buttons  from  Lou  Brems  or 
Tom  Donoghue,  the  telephone  employee.  I  might 
add  that  half  of  those  employed  in  East  Boston 
on  this  work  are  aliens.  So  I  would  like  to  have  the 
Finance  Commission,  Mr.  President,  investigate 
the  issuance  of  these  buttons  for  snow  work  and 
the  hiring  of  trucks  incident  to  the  removal  of 
snow  in  the  East  Boston  section.  And  I  would 
like  to  find  out  if  Brems  and  Donoghue  are  getting 
a  cut  from  those  who  are  on  the  pay  roll  but  who 
are  not  even  showing  up  for  work.  I  believe  it  is 
high  time  that  there  should  be  an  investigation  of 
this  matter,  when  men  cannot  get  work,  appar- 
ently, unless  a  cut  is  given  to  those  who  hand  out 
these  buttons  in  bar  rooms  and  on  street  corners. 
Personally,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  whole  thing 
stinks  to  heaven. 

Coun.  WICKES — Mr.  President,  I  am  in  hearty 
accord  with  the  councilor  from  East  Boston  in  this 
matter.  I  went  to  the  office  of  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner  on  Wednesday  morning  and  asked  if 
buttons  were  to  be  distributed.  I  was  told 
absolutely  that  no  buttons  were  to  be  distributed. 
Afterwards  I  heard  that  a  great  many  buttons 
had  been  distributed  in  Dorchester,  in  my  Ward 
17.  I  called  up  the  foreman  in  Ward  17  and  asked 
him  if  that  was  true.  He  said  he  had  received 
buttons  and  had  given  them  out.  I  asked  him 
where  they  could  be  obtained,  and  he  said,  "I 
don't  know  where  the  buttons  are,  I  gave  them 
out."  I  agree  heartily,  100  per  cent,  with  the 
councilor  from  East  Boston  in  this  matter. 

Coun.  .  HUTCHINSON— Mr.  President,  the 
morning  after  the  storm  I  called  up  the  Public 
Works  Commissioner  and  the  district  foreman  to 
see  that  the  work  was  to  be  given  out  fairly,  first 
come  first  served,  and  I  understood  that  that  was 
the  way  in  which  the  matter  was  to  be  handled. 
I  called  up  the  foreman  in  my  district  and  under- 
stood that  it  was  to  be  done  in  that  way.  I 
learned,  however,  that  different  ones  were  picking 
workers  out  of  the  group,  and  not  recognizing  them 
as  they  came,  first  come  first  served.  So  I  called 
up  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  and  asked  him 
if  he  had  given  any  such  orders,  and  he  said  that 
he  had  not. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


EMPLOYMENT      OF      BOYS      FOR      SNOW 
SHOVELING. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
take  immediate  steps  to  reprimand  those  in  his 
department  who  are  responsible  for  engaging  boys 
of  high  school  age  to  do  snow  shoveling  with  the 
consequent  result  of  depriving  able-bodied  men, 
who  are  of  age,  getting  the  work  to  which  said  men 
are  entitled.  Many  of  the  men  so  deprived  are 
married  and  fathers  of  families  and  distressingly 
in  need  of  employment.  Be  it  emphatically  re- 
quested that  the  said  commissioner  take  such  steps 
as  are  necessary  to  insure  the  impossibility  of  such 
intolerable  unfairness  again  occurring. 

Coun.  WICKES — Mr.  President,  I  have  in  my 
possession  the  names  of  eight  responsible  men. 
voters  of  Ward  17,  several  of  them  married  and 
fathers  of  families.  This  group  of  men  came  to  me 
and  complained  of  the  outrageous  treatment  which 
I  am  about  to  outline,  and  which  resulted  in  my 
filing  the  order  which  has  just  been  read.  On 
Friday,  February   10,  at  7  a.   m.,   these  men  pre- 
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sented  themselves  at  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment yard,  District  No.  9.  They  stood  in  line 
for  several  hours,  awaiting  work,  and  informed 
me  that  during  that  time  they  saw  several  boys  of 
high  school  age,  who  arrived  much  later  than  the 
aforementioned  men,  selected  from  the  line  and 
told  to  report  at  various  places  throughout  the  dis- 
trict where  they  would  be  put  to  work.  Mean- 
while, these  same  men  were  left  standing  in  line 
for  hours,  and  then  finally  were  dismissed  without 
work.  Such  treatment  of  honest  men  seeking  work 
is  attributable  either  to  incompetency  in  those 
charged  with  the  distribution  of  jobs,  or  to  delib- 
erate discrimination  and  favoritism.  After  listen- 
ing to  the  complaints  of  these  eight  men,  I  went 
with  them  on  a  tour  of  Ward  17  and  discovered  that 
there  were  many  boys,  ranging  in  age  from  thirteen 
to  sixteen  years,  who  had  been  engaged  by  some 
representative  of  the  Public  Works  Department  to 
shovel  snow.  I  have  the  testimony  of  these  eight 
witnesses  to  the  statements  I  have  just  made,  and 
if  at  any  future  time  it  is  necessary  that  they  per- 
sonally testify  I  am  sure  that  every  one  of  the  eight 
will  be  glad  to  do  so.  Mr.  President,  I  want  you 
and  the  gentlemen  of  this  Honorable  Body  to  know 
that  in  the  present  instance,  and  on  all  future  occa- 
sions, should  they  arise,  I  shall  leave  no  stone  un- 
turned to  see  that  justice  is  done  to  every  single 
constituent  of  Ward  17.  Conditions  such  as  I 
have  mentioned  must  be  remedied  or,  with  the  aid 
of  the  people  in  my  ward,  I  will  see  that  they  are 
remedied.  I  earnestly  request  that  my  honorable 
colleagues  give  me  their  united  support  in  this 
matter  so  that  those  responsible  for  such  intolerable 
injustices  may  feel  the  full  weight  of  the  censure 
they  have  incurred,  and  so  that  they  may  be  made 
aware  of  the  liability  of  severe  action  being  taken 
in  the  event  of  other  such  occurrences. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SNOW   REMOVALS. 

Coun.  WARD,  FISH  and  LYONS  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  members  of  the  City  Council 
supervise  all  future  snow  removals  and  work  from 
city  yards. 

The  order  was  ruled  out  of  order  by  the  Presi- 
dent. 


LEGAL    OPINION    ON    DISTRIBUTION    OF 
SNOW  BUTTONS. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  members  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  under  what  authority  snow  buttons  may 
be  given  to  anyone  who,  in  turn,  may  distribute 
them  to  others  for  employment  as  snow  shovelers. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  the  opinion 
sent  to  the  City  Council  today  by  the  Corporation 
Counsel  quotes  section  12  of  chapter  266  of  the 
Statutes  of  1885,  as  follows: 

"Neither  the  City  Council  nor  either  branch 
thereof,  nor  any  member  or  committee  thereof  or 
of  either  branch  thereof,  shall  directly  or  indirectly 
take  part  in  the  employment  of  labor,  the  making 
of  contracts,  the  purchase  of  materials  or  supplies," 
and  so  forth. 

I  don't  think  it  is  necessary  to  quote  the  rest 
of  the  section.  But  there  is  one  thing  I  would  like 
to  call  to  the  attention  of  the  Council,  and  that  is 
that  since  that  charter  was  written,  the  duties  of 
the  City  Council  have  changed  completely. 
Today,  as  it  seems  to  me  after  an  experience  of 
three  years  in  the  Body,  the  sole  duty  of  the  City 
Council  is  to  make  contacts  for  the  employment  of 
labor,  either  public  or  private.  This  snow  button 
matter  is  just  one  of  the  ways  in  which  people  seek 
work,  and  I  notice  in  my  district  last  week,  to  use 
the  old  saying,  that  practically  every  Tom,  Dick 
and  Harry  except  members  of  the  Council  had 
snow  buttons.  I  would  have  liked  to  distribute 
buttons  to  men  whom  I  knew  sadly  needed  the 
work,  but  I  accepted  the  word  of  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner  that  first  come  would  be  first  served. 
Beginning  Wednesday  evening,  at  about  nine 
o'clock,  however,  until  last  night,  I  was  besieged 
at  my  home  or  near  City  Hall  by  no  less  than  two 
thousand  people  looking  for  work  on  snow  removal. 
So  it  seems  to  me  either  there  should  be  a  change 
in  the  charter  to  authorize  the  City  Council  to 
take  part  in  the  employment  of  labor,  public  or 
private,  or  the  power  should  be  given  to  some 
authority  to  handle  it.     The  purpose  of  my  order 


is  that  the  Corporation  Counsel  may  be  requested 
to  inform  the  members  of  the  Body  under  what 
authority  snow  buttons  may  be  given  to  anyone 
who,  in  turn,  may  distribute  them  to  others  for 
employment  as  snow  shovelers.  Certainly,  it 
seems  to  me  that  if  a  member  of  the  City  Council 
has  not  that  right  no  private  individual  should 
have  it.  In  my  district  buttons  were  given  to 
certain  people  no  one  of  whom  was  a  public  office 
holder,  and  I  can  see  no  justice  either  to  the 
Council  or  to  those  seeking  employment  in  what 
we  have  seen  taking  place  in  this  city  in  the  last 
few  days.  Certainly,  it  seems  to  me  it  is  very 
unjust  to  the  Council  not  to  have  this  provision 
of  the  charter  given  a  little  elasticity.  I  know 
that  in  my  district  I  want  to  handle  snow  buttons. 
I  know  the  people  there  who  need  work  and  who 
need  it  badly.  I  know  the  family  conditions  of 
the  men.  their  necessities,  the  troubles  with  which 
they  have  to  deal  day  and  night,  the  same  as 
other  members  of  the  Council  know  the  circum- 
stances and  the  needs  of  their  constituents.  I  feel 
that  we  should  have  a  right  to  have  something  to 
say  about  putting  those  men  at  work  shoveling 
snow  for  three  or  four  days.  One  of  our  members 
has  said  that  young  fellows  of  sixteen  or  seventeen 
were  shoveling  snow.  I  see  no  harm  in  that. 
necessarily.  A  number  of  them  have  no  father 
and  no  means  of  earning  a  few  dollars.  That  may 
lie  the  one  means  they  have  of  earning  a  little 
during  the  school  year,  in  that  way  providing  funds 
for  their  graduation  and  getting  a  little  money  that 
may  tide  them  over.  But  I  do  think  it  is  time  that 
this  Council  should  find  out  from  the  Corporation 
Counsel  by  what  authority  snow  buttons  are  given 
nut  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  people 
who  are  not  members  of  the  City  Council  and  who. 
in  turn,  may  distribute  them  to  others  for  employ- 
ment as  snow  shovelers.  while  that  privilege  is 
denied  to  us. 

Coun.  WICKES— Mr.  President,  I  don't  want 
to  have  the  impression  go  out  that  I  am  not  in 
favor  of  boys  shoveling  snow,  but  I  still  feel  that 
grown  men  of  twenty-five  or  more,  who  have 
families  to  support,  should  be  given  the  preference 
over  high  school  boys. 

Coun.  CAREY— I  think  the  high  school  boys 
were  in  the  minority,  but  I  believe  there  have  been 
a  few  cases  that  should  be  looked  into.  No  doubt 
there  were  some  of  those  boys  who  got  snow 
buttons  that  should  not  have;  but  I  do  sympathize 
with  young  boys  of  sixteen  or  seventeen,  who 
may  be  going  through  high  school,  but  who  are 
trying  to  render  some  assistance  to  their  families. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  there  has 
been  much  discussion  in  this  Body  relative  to  the 
question  of  who  lias  the  right  to  give  out  buttons. 
If  the  City  Council  does  not  have  that  right, 
under  a  legislative  act,  I  cannot  see  why  people 
who  are  in  the  employ  of  the  city  or  outside  of  the 
city  employ,  should  have  that  right.  I  maintain, 
in  the  interest  of  fair  play,  and  in  order  that  there 
shall  be  no  favoritism  in  behalf  of  certain  men 
seeking  work  as  against  others,  that  no  city  official 
or  city  employee,  no  member  of  the  Legislature  or 
of  the  City  Council,  should  have  the  right  to 
favor  his  own,  but  that  the  solution  is  this,  that 
there  should  not  be  any  buttons  issued.  The 
Corporation  Counsel  has  ruled  that  it  is  illegal 
for  us  as  members  of  the  City  Council  to  have  any 
hand  in  the  matter,  and  I  say  that  the  buttons 
should  not  be  issued  by  the  Mayor's  office,  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner,  or  any  other  mem- 
ber of  a  city  department.  These  men  seeking 
work  should  go  to  the  yards  in  their  various  dis- 
tricts and  apply  for  work  and  be  accepted,  hired 
for  the  job,  when  they  present  themselves.  Only 
in  that  way  will  citizens  of  Boston  who  need  work 
obtain  it  in  a  proper  way.  not  waiting  for  hours 
and  not  getting  the  work  because  nobody  is  in- 
terested in  them,  not  being  singled  out  and  given  a 
preference  they  do  not  deserve,  but  being  placed 
on  the  first-come  first-served  basis. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


DISTRIBUTION      OF      SNOW      SHOVELING 
JOBS. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to    adopt    a    system    whereby    emergency    snow 
shoveling  jobs  will  be  equitably  distributed  amongst 
the  citizens  of  the  twenty-two  Boston  wards. 

Coun.    CHASE — Mr     President,    this    "button, 
button,  who's  got  the  button"  is  a  question   that 
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arises  every  year  in  this  Body,  and  that,  apparently 
will  arise  after  every  snowstorm  unless  the  Mayor 
works  out  a  system  whereby  the  citizens  of  the 
various  twenty-two  wards  will  have  the  right  to 
secure  work  on  the  ground  that  they  reside  in  cer- 
tain wards  and  that  the  people  in  those  wards  are 
entitled  to  certain  jobs.  That  is  the  only  way  in 
which  this  question  can  be  properly  settled.  Ap- 
parently, the  present  system  is  such  that  it  is  quite 
possible  that  3,000  men  from  one  ward  may  be 
given  jobs,  whereas  in  the  adjoining  ward  there 
may  be  only  200,  and,  naturally,  the  people  living 
in  the  ward  receiving  the  smaller  number  of  jobs 
will  go  to  their  councilor  and  protest  that  "Coun- 
cilor So-and-So  is  given  ten  jobs  for  every  one  job 
you  are  given."  Obviously,  the  councilor  thus 
spoken  to  will  be  excited  and  will  go  down  and 
raise  the  dickens  with  the  Public  Works  Commis-~ 
sioner  and  the  Mayor.  That  sort  of  thing  will 
probably  continue  to  arise  unless  a  better  system 
for  dealing  with  the  problem  is  Worked  out  by  the 
Mayor.  Therefore  I  have  introduced  this  order. 
The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


BUTTON  SYSTEM  IN  SNOW  REMOVAL. 

Coun.  TAYLOR  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    his    Honor    the    Mayor    be    re- 
quested  to   instruct   the   Public   Works   Commis- 
sioner to  abolish  the  button  system  in  giving  em- 
ployment to  snow  workers. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  two  of  the 
previous  speakers  have  mentioned  something  that 
is  very  pertinent,  to  this  order.  Since  I  have  been 
a  member  of  the  Council,  each  year  we  have  had 
the  same  trouble  and  always  have  had  a  wrangle  in 
the  Council  in  regard  to  the  giving  out  of  snow 
buttons.  Some  of  the  members  wanted  the  power 
and  some  did  not.  Some  said  that  they  did  not 
want  the  responsibility, — not  that  the  members 
wanted  to  shirk  responsibility,  but  they  felt  that 
when  fifty  buttons  were  given  to  each  member  of 
the  Council,  the  number  was  so  small  that  they 
would  be  entirely  unable  to  satisfy  those  coming 
and  looking  for  work.  They  did  not  care  to  accept 
the  responsibility  of  discriminating  against  certain 
men  and  favoring  others.  It  appears  to  me  that 
the  button  system  has  been  continually  abused. 
Some  undeserving  men  get  buttons,  and  others  who 
are  deserving  do  not.  Certain  ones  get  buttons 
and  distribute  them  to  their  friends.  In  other 
words,  discrimination  and  favoritism  are  ap- 
parently unavoidable.  The  button  system  should 
be  abolished  and  some  more  equitable  system 
should  be  worked  out.  If  it  is  abolished,  we  will 
never  be  bothered  again.  At  the  same  time,  while 
we  have  been  criticizing  the  distribution  of  buttons, 
nothing  has  been  said  about  the  trying  conditions 
of  the  past  few  days  in  the  City  of  Boston.  We 
have  had  a  15-inch  snowfall  that  has  paralyzed  the 
community.  The  Mayor  went  to  Florida  to  get  a 
little  rest  from  city  affairs,  but  conditions  here 
were  so  bad  that  he  was  obliged  to  come  back.  I 
personally  want  to  compliment  the  Mayor  for 
doing  what  he  has  done  under  trying  conditions. 
There  are  various  discontented  people  in  the  City 
of  Boston  today  clamoring  for  the  heads  of  the  City 
Council  or  of  Mayor  Tobin.  They  think  that  we 
are  responsible  for  this  unusual  snowfall,  and  be- 
cause the  streets  are  not  cleaned  off  in  two  or  three 
hours  they  are  ready  to  condemn  the  Mayor  and 
the  City  Council,  while  we  all  know  that  today  in 
this  city,  because  of  the  unusually  excellent  work 
that  has  been  done,  there  are  few  streets  certainly 
in  the  downtown  section  of  Boston  that  people  are 
unable  to  get  through.  I  have  just  been  reading 
about  New  York  City,  the  largest  city  in  the 
country,  and  with  more  wealth  than  any  other  city, 
where  they  had  only  a  7-inch  snowfall  and  all  they 
were  able  to  do  was  to  clean  the  main  streets  and 
not  the  side  streets.  I  think  we  should  all  con- 
gratulate the  Mayor  for  the  fine  job  he  has  done  in 
the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  LANGAN— Mr.  President,  I  don't  think 
there  is  a  member  of  the  Council  who  does  not 
realize  the  predicament  in  which  the  Mayor  found 
himself  as  a  result  of  the  snowstorm,  and  does  not 
feel  that  he  is  entitled  to  great  credit  for  the  way 
in  which  he  has  met  the  emergency  facing  the  city. 
We  all  realize  the  difficulties  that  had  to  be  met, 
because  of  interference  with  city  functions  and  with 
the  unemployment  conditions  and  other  problems 
facing  our  city.  The  streets  of  the  city  were 
naturally  congested,  the  Fire  and  Police  Depart- 
ments  were  faced   with   their   problems,   and   the 


Public  Works  Commissioner  was  looking  for  snow 
shovelers  to  relieve  the  conditions  with  which  we 
were  confronted.  We  all  recognize  those  facts, 
and  we  also  know  that  by  no  possible  means  could 
the  condition  of  those  looking  for  work  be  entirely 
alleviated.  We  realize  that  probably  five  times 
as  many  were  looking  for  snow  shoveling  jobs  as 
could  be  accommodated.  Every  member  of  the 
Council  wanted  to  be  fair  and  I  can  honestly  say 
that  I  feel  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
wanted  to  be  fair,  and  that  the  foremen  in  the  city 
yards  wanted  to  be  fair.  But  quick  action  had 
to  be  taken  and  it  was  impossible  to  pick  out  the 
individuals  who  most  needed  the  work.  It  was 
an  emergency  job  and  had  to  be  done  at  once. 
There  was  no  means  at  our  disposal  to  pick  out 
the  most  worthy  cases  in  the  different  wards. 
No  doubt  in  many  eases  certain  men  were  taken 
when  others  needed  the  work  more.  But  that  has 
all  gone"  by  the  board.  I  do  think  that  in  the 
future  we  should  try  to  devise  another  system 
whereby  in  all  fairness  those  most  entitled  to  the 
work  shall  be  in  a  position  to  receive  it.  I  think 
every  member  recognized  the  herculean  task  con- 
fronting not  only  the  City  Council  but  the  indi- 
vidual heads  of  departments  who  had  to  deal  with 
this  storm,  and  I  suggest  that  the  whole  problem, 
under  the  circumstances,  must  be  looked  at  from 
the  broad  point  of  view.  We  have  to  recognize 
that  it  was  an  extraordinary  storm,  and  plan  for 
the  future  when  similar  emergencies  may  arise. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  heartily 
agree  with  my  colleague  from  Ward  12  (Coun. 
Taylor)  and  the  last  speaker,  that  the  Acting 
Mayor,  the  Mayor  of  Boston  and  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner  should  be  publicly  congratulated 
and  commended  for  the  fine  work  that  they  have 
done  in  the  interest  of  the  city.  I  know  condi- 
tions in  South  Boston;  I  know  that  the  people  of 
my  district  were  treated  fairly  and  squarely.  The 
storm  covered  a  wide  territory,  and  I  dare  say 
that  no  city  in  the  East  where  snow  removal  was 
necessary  has  done  a  better  job  than  has  been 
done  by  the  City  of  Boston.  Therefore,  I  want  to 
go  on  record  with  my  colleagues  as  commending 
the  Acting  Mayor,  the  Mayor  of  Boston  and  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  for  the  fine  work  they 
have  done  in  this  emergency. 

Coun.  WARD— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
join  in  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  (Coun.  Taylor),  the  gentleman  from 
Jamaica  Plain  (Coun..  Langan)  and  the  gentleman 
from  South  Boston  (Coun.  Scannell).  I  do  not 
believe  that  some  of  the  criticisms  that  have  been 
made  in  'certain  organizations  in  the  city  are  war- 
ranted, under  the  circumstances.  Possibly  some  of 
the  critics  feel  that  they  could  have  handled  the 
snowstorm  in  a  better  manner.  To  them  I  would 
like  to  commend  this  little  bit  of  poetry: 

"  It  is  easy  to  sit  in  the  sunshine  and  talk  to  the 

man  in  the  shade, 
It  is  easy  to  float  in  a   well-trimmed   boat  and 

point  out  the  places  to-wade; 
It  is  easy  to  tell  the  toiler  how  best  he  might 

carry  his  pack, 
But  no  man  can  know  the  burden's  weight,  until  it 

has  been  on  his  back." 

I  commend  that  to  some  of  these  fraternal  and 
taxpayers'  organizations  that  meet  in  different 
halls  in  Boston,  when  they  are  critical  of  what  the 
Mayor  and  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
have  been  trying  to  do  to  relieve  the  storm  condi- 
tions in  our  city. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  don't  know 
whether  the  gentleman  taking  his  seat  is  referring 
to  the  order  I  first  put  in  today,  but  I  want  to  say 
this,  when  councilors  refer  to  the  good  job  that  has 
been  done.  A  good  job  might  have  been  done  in 
some  sections,  but  I  know  that  in  East  Boston  bad 
conditions  still  remain.  Two  of  the  streets  over 
there,  one  an  artery  of  the  town,  are  still  piled  up 
with  snow  on  one  side.  And,  while  I  don't  want 
to  go  on  record  as  saying  that  I  want  buttons,  I  do 
object  to  the  way  in  which  the  buttons  have  been 
given  out.  I  was  informed  that  it  was  a  case  of 
first  come  first  served,  but  I  found  that  represen- 
tatives in. my  district  each  had  fifty  buttons,  while 
I  have  not  seen  one.  I  want  to  know  where  they 
got  their  buttons.  I  called  up  Lou  Brems  and  he 
denied  that  he  was  responsible  for  the  giving  out.  of 
buttons  over  there,  but  I  know,  as  a  matter  of  fad . 
that  buttons  were  brought  to  East  Boston  and  dis- 
tributed in  bar  rooms  and  on  street  corners,  and 
were  sold  by  bartenders.      I  know  that  to  be  a  fact. 

The  order  w»B  p.-issed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


FIRE  HOUSE  IN  NORTH  END. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   Fire   Commissioner   be   re- 
quested,    through    his    Honor    the     Mayor,      to 
formulate  plans  for  the  erection  of  a  firehouse  in 
the  North  End  of   Boston. 


REOPENING  OF  HAYMARKET  RELIEF 
STATION. 

Coun.  RUSSO  and  GALVIN  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Hospital  Trustees  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  reopen 
the  Relief  Station  at  Haymarket  square  and 
maintain  a  first-aid  station,  with  ambulance  and 
all  other  necessary  facilities,  twenty-four  hours 
per  day,  including  Sundays. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  my  first  order, 
for  the  erection  of  a  fire  house  in  the  North  End, 
is  offered  for  the  reason  that  the  fire  house  on 
Salem  street  is  inadequate,  and  does  not  have  a 
proper  exit  in  case  of  fire.  That  became  particu- 
larly manifest  after  the  last  snowfall.  Today 
the  streets  down  there  are  all  piled  with  snow, 
and  there  have  been  several  fires  in  the  vicinity, 
and  the  fire  engines  have  been  unable  to  get  out 
without  great  difficulty.  I  feel  that  a  new  fire 
house  should  be  built  in  that  section  of  Boston, 
in  a  place  where  there  will  be  adequate  exits  in 
ease  of  fire.  I  realize  the  economic  problems  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  but  I  feel  that  when  it  comes 
to  a  question  of  saving  human  life  economy 
should  be  out.  I  therefore  hope  this  order  will 
pass.  On  my  second  order,  I  wish  to  state  that, 
while  this  is  a  time  when  economy  is  required, 
the  necessity  for  the  reopening  of  the  Relief 
Station  in  Haymarket  square  is  too  great  to  be 
overlooked.  That  Relief  Station  has  been  closed 
for  some  time.  There  have  been  many  requests, 
not  only  from  the  people  of  my  district  but  from 
citizens  outside,  that  the  Relief  Station  should 
be  reopened.  I  believe  it  is  necessary  to  have  a 
first-rate  station  there,  because  we  have  in  that 
district  men  who  work  in  the  market  section 
and  who  are  engaged  in  other  business  where 
they  are  apt  to  be  injured  by  machinery,  who 
day  in  and  day  out  are  getting  hurt  and  who 
require  the  services  that  can  be  obtained  in  relief 
stations.  Through  the  reopening  of  the  station 
there  is  no  question  that  many  lives  will  be  saved. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
and  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  will  realize 
that  they  have  made  a  mistake  that  should  be 
rectified,  and  will  reopen  the  Relief  Station  in 
the   North  End   of  Boston. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


FACILITIES  AT  GEORGE  WRIGHT  GOLF 
COURSE. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advertise  the  facilities  and  opportunities  for  winter 
sports  and  recreation  at  the  George  Wright  Golf 
Course,  by  requesting  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company,  Massachu- 
setts Industrial  Commission,  sports  writers  of 
Boston  newspapers  and  other  agencies  to  give 
publicity  to  the  free  opportunities  available  to 
residents  of  Boston. 

Coun.  GOODE — Mr.  President,  now  that  the 
snow  has  brought  to  our  mind  so  directly  our 
facilities  and  opportunities  for  winter  sports,  I 
would  like  to  extend,  on  behalf  of  the  people  of 
my  ward,  an  invitation  to  everybody  to  come  out 
to  the  George  Wright  Golf  Course  and  avail 
themselves  of  its  opportunities  for  winter  sports 
and  recreation.  The  Park  Department  has  gone 
to  additional  expense  to  place  the  course  in  con- 
dition for  winter  sports,  and  there  are  facilities 
for  skating,  snowshoeing,  skiing  and  tobogganing, 
an  opportunity  which  all  the  residents  of  Boston 
who  are  interested  in  winter  sports  should  avail 
themselves  of.  We  trust,  now  that  the  chance 
is  offered,  all  will  take  advantage  of  it.  That 
is  the  reason  why  I  have  offered  this  order,  re- 
questing the  Park  Commissioner,  through  the 
Mayor,  to  advertise  the  facilities  and  opportunities 
of  such  winter  sports  and  recreation  at  the  George 
Wright  Golf  Course,  requesting  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,    the   Boston   Elevated    Railway   Com- 


pany, the  Massachusetts  Industrial  Commission, 
the  sports  writers  of  Boston  newspapers,  and 
other  agencies  to  give  publicity  to  the  free 
opportunities  available  to  residents  of  Boston. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT  OF   COMMITTEE   OX   RULES. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Rules, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  order  (referred  January  20)  that 
position  of  telephone  operator  to  Council  be 
established  at  annual  salary  of  SI, 600. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and.  on  motion  of 
Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN,  the  matter  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  information.  I  would  like  to  ask  what  effect 
the  acceptance  of* the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Rules  will  have  on  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

President  GALVIN— It  will  have  no  effect.  It 
merely  discharges  the  Committee  on  Rules. 


BETTER    BUS    SERVICE,    WARD    17. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  ask  the  Pre-iden'  of  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated Railway  Company  to  run  buses  at  more 
frequent  intervals  on  the  Norfolk  street,  the 
Fairmounl  and  Morton  street  lines,  due  to  the  [act 
that  a  general  dissatisfaction  with  present  con- 
ditions mi  said  lines  is  being  manifested  by  'he 
community  of  Ward  17  at  large. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EVACUATION    DAY    PARADE. 

Coun.  LIXEHAX  ami  SCANNEL1  offered  the 

following: 

Ordered.  That  the  City  Messenger  be,  and  herein 
is,  authorized  to  rope  off  all  streets  along  the  route 
of  the  Evacuation  Day  parade  on  Saturday. 
March  10,  the  expense  of  same  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  City  Council,  Flags,  Ropes 
and  Stakes. 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  keep 
all  vehicular  traffic  off  the  streets  along  the  route 
of  the  Evacuation  Day  parade  on  March  16. 

Ordered,    That     the    Commissioner    of    Public 

Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  inspect  all  streets  included  in  the  route  of  the 
Evacuation  Day  parade  at  the  earliest  possible 
opportunity  in  order  that  all  holes  may  be  filled 
and  the  streets  cleaned  prior  to  March  16. 

Coun.  LIXEHAX— Mr.  President,  now  that  the 
fireworks  that  we  had  earlier  in  the  session  are 
over,  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
present  a  program  of  real  fireworks  for  the  week 
beginning  March  HI  and  ending  March  17.  At 
the  close  of  the  week  we  celebrate,  as  you  know, 
the  Evacuation  of  Boston  by  the  British,  which  i* 
the  great  patriotic  day  over  there  in  South  Boston, 
which  also  includes  good  old  St.  Patrick's  Day, 
March  17;  and  we  propose  this  year  to  celebrate 
botli  historic  days  in  real,  good  old  fashion.  Under 
the  auspices  of  the  South  Boston  Citizens  Asso- 
ciation, a  series  of  pageants  and  historical  exer- 
cises and  celebrations  have  been  arranged,  com- 
mencing on  March  10  with  a  pageant  of  Ameri- 
canization, opening  with  a  flag  raising  and  being 
followed  by  appropriate  historical  exercises.  For 
the  big  parade  Mr.  Edward  McCormack,  the 
brother  of  the  Congressman,  is  to  be  chief  marshal. 
It  will  undoubtedly  be  the  best  parade  that  was 
ever  witnessed  in  the  City  of  Boston,  being  par- 
ticipated in  by  many  organizations  and  societies 
inside  and  outside  of  Boston.  On  the  10th  we 
have  scheduled  graduation  exercises,  also,  in  the 
South  Boston  High  School.  The  llth  is  open. 
On  March  12  we  have  a  sports  night  at  the  Irish 
American  building  on  Broadway;  on  the  13th  an 
Irish  night  at  the  municipal  building.  On  March 
14  there  will  be  a  banquet  at  the  Hotel  West- 
minster. On  March  15  we  are  going  to  offer 
something  exceptional,  a  "Horribles"  parade, 
starting  at  9  p.  m.  at  the  Farragut  statue  and  going 
along  Broadway,  with  fireworks  at  the  Columbus 
Stadium  at  10.30.  On  March  16  there  will  be 
children's  shows,  at  local  theaters,  at   9.30  a.  in.. 


FEBRUARY     19,     1940. 


68 


and  at  11  memorial  exercises  at  Dorchester 
Heights.  At  1  p.  m.  there  will  be  a  road  race  over 
the  parade  route;  and  at  2  p.  m.  we  will  have  really 
the  main  event  of  the  whole  week,  with  the  best 
parade  that  has  probably  ever  been  seen  in  this 
city,  of  which  Edward  McCormaek,  the  brother 
of  the  Congressman,  will  be  the  chief  marshal. 
Organizations  and  different  clubs  from  all  over  the 
Commonwealth  will  participate.  And,  of  course, 
we  will  have  open  houses  all  over  South  Boston. 
Therefore,  my  colleague  from  South  Boston  and 
myself  extend  to1  you  all  and  to  your  friends  and 
constituents  an  invitation  to  come  over  to  South 
Boston  and  witness  one  of  the  most  wonderful 
celebrations  that  has  ever  taken  place  in  this 
city.  On  the  17th  besides  the  usual  celebration 
of  the  day,  there  will  be  church  services  and  a 
military  mass.  I  hope  you  and  your  friends  and 
constituents  will  all  attend. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


START  OF  EVACUATION  DAY  PARADE 
IN  WARD  13. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request  the 
Chief  Marshal  of  the  Evacuation  Day  parade  to 
make  arrangements  to  start  same  from  some  point 
in  Ward  13. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Coun.  WARD  in  the  chair. 


TITLE  HOLDERS  TO  PROPERTIES  TAKEN 
BY   HOUSING   AUTHORITY. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  chairman  of  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit  a  list  of  the  names 
and  addresses  of  the  title  holders  to  properties 
taken  by  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  and  also 
dhe  dates  that  these  former  property  owners 
acquired  title. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  have  many 
reasons  for  offering  that  order,  one  being  that  I 
have  in  mind  the  fact  that  the  site  of  the  Federal 
Housing  project  in  South  Boston  was  originally 
bought  by  speculators  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
a  {log  track.  But  somehow  or  other  it  was  sold 
to  the  Federal  Government  for  a  Federal  Housing 
site.  1  have  also  in  mind  the  fact  that  quite  a 
number  of  people,  including  a  member  of  the  City 
Council,  have  charged  that  there,  and  in  various 
sections  where  Federal  housing  is  contemplated 
in  Boston,  a  number  of  speculators  have  secured 
options  on  property.  I  believe,  in  connection 
with  these  housing  projects,  upon  which  we  have 
been  called  upon  in  the  past,  the  Council  should 
be  given  all  reasonable  information,  and  I  certainly 
feel,  in  view  of  the  various  charges  I  have  heard 
from  the  public  and  from  members  of  the  Council, 
we  are  entitled  to  this  information.  I  cannot 
conceive  of  land  racketeers  and  speculators  being 
given  an  opportunity  to  make  money  on  a  pro- 
position sponsored  supposedly  for  the  poor  of 
Boston.  So  I  think  it  is  about  time  that  this 
Body  should  become  alert  and  demand  more 
facts  and  information  about,  these  so-called  better 
housing  projects.  .  I  trust  that  the  Council  will 
pass  the  order. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules. 


CUSTODY    OF   HEAD    HOUSE, 
SOUTH   BOSTON. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  and  LINEHAN  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  draff 
a  bill,  for  presentation  to  the  next  Legislature, 
providing  for  the  transfer  of  the  custody  of  the 
Head  House,  South  Boston,  from  the  Park  De- 
partment to  the  Institutions  Department,  for  use 
as  a  convalescent  home. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  over  there 
in  South  Boston,  on  the  beach,  we  have  a  building 
used  primarily  for  a  hot  dog  stand.  It  is  a  beautiful 
building,  and  I  think  those  convalescing  could 
use  it  to  better  advantage. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


OVERHEAD  PEDESTRIAN  RAMP. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
construct  an  overhead  pedestrian  ramp  from  the 
sidewalk  on  the  Old  Harbor  Village  side  of  Columbia 
road  to  the  sidewalk  of  Columbus  Park,  the  work 
to  be  done  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  GALVIN,  the  Council 
voted  at  3.12  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  at 
4.15  p.  m.,  and  were  called  to  order  by  Chairman 
Ward. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Timothy  J.  Sullivan 
(referred  February  19)  to  be  retired  under  pro- 
visions of  Laborers'  Retirement  Act,  recommending 
passage  of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  La- 
borers be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the 
Acts  of  1914,  Timothy  J.  Sullivan,  employed  as 
teamster-laborer  in  the  Sanitary  Division  of  the 
Public  Works  Department,  he  having  reached  the 
age  of  sixty-nine  and  being  physically  incapaci- 
tated. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Leo  J.  and  Edith  E.  Kelleher,  Aperion  Plaza, 
February  22;  Edith  E.  and  Leo  J.  Kelleher,  Hotel 
Bradford,  February  IS;  Hazel  Boone,  Lee  Audi- 
torium, February  27, — recommending  that  leave 
be  granted  under  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  $60,000  be  appropriated 
from  income  of  Cemetery  Fund  to  be  expended 
under  direction  of  Park  Commissioner  for  Ceme- 
tery Division,  Maintenance  and  Improvement — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  21, 
nays  0. 

4.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  Bos- 
ton Finance  Commission  be  requested  to  investi- 
gate issuance  of  buttons  for  snow  work  and  hiring 
of  trucks  incident  to  removal  of  snow  in  East 
Boston  section — recommending  passage  of  order  in 
following  new  draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
City  Council  be  requested  to  investigate  the 
issuance  of  buttons  for  snow  work  and  the  hiring 
of  trucks  incident  to  the  removal  of  snow. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  COFFEY  said: 

Mr.  President,  I  asked  for  an  investigation  in 
regard  to  the  giving  out  of  buttons  and  trucks  being 
put  at  work  in  the  East  Boston  section.  I  would 
like  to  know  if  it  is  possible  for  me  to  withdraw 
that  order? 

Chairman  WARD — By  unanimous  consent  the 
order  may  be  withdrawn. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement.  The  reason 
I  am  asking  to  have  the  order  withdrawn  is  the 
fact  th?t  there  is  not  going  to  be  another  meeting 
for  two  weeks,  and,  therefore,  the  matter  could 
not  come  up  for  two  weeks,  when  the  usefulness  of 
the  order  very  likely  might  have  passed.  We  are 
very  likely  shortly  to  have  a  snow  storm  similar  to 
what  we  had  last  week,  and  unless  this  investiga- 
tion can  be  had  immediately,  I  see  no  sense  in 
doing  it.  With  another  snow  storm  more  than 
likely  to  come,  we  will  find  ourselves  the  next 
morning  in  the  same  position  that  we  found  our- 
selves in  last  week.  That  is  my  reason  for  with- 
drawing the  order. 

There  being  no  objection  the  order  was  with- 
drawn. 

5.  Report  on  order  (referred  January  15)  that 
Police  Commissioner  reconsider  his  order  reducing 
number  of  taxicabs  in  operation  each  day,  and  also 
increase  number  of  open  stands— that  same  ought 
not  to  pass. 
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Report  accepted;  order  rejected,  yeas  8,  nays  12: 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Coffey,  Goode,  Gottlieb, 
Kelly,  Linehan,  Shattuek,  D.  P.  Sullivan — 8. 

Nays — Coun.  Chase,  Englert,  Galvin,  Hurley, 
Hutchinson,  Langan,  Lyons,  Russo,  Scannell, 
Taylor,  Ward,  Wickes— 12. 

6.  Report  on  order  (referred  January  15) 
that  the  Finance  Commission  investigate  costs  and 
operating  income  and  expenses  of  Boston  Housing 
projects — that  same  ought  not  to  pass. 

Report  accepted  and  the  question  came  on  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  suppose  it  is  useless  for  me  to 
argue  the  matter  before  this  Body.  You  all 
know  my  argument  in  detail.  But  again  I  would 
like  to  reiterate  that  the  Boston  Finance  Commis- 
sion now  has  under  investigation  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway,  and,  gentlemen,  as  I  understand 
it,  the  reason  the  Boston  Finance  Commission  is 
investigating  this  corporation  is  because  they  are 
endeavoring  to  find  out  whether  or  not  the  Ele- 
vated Trustees  are  carrying  on  the  business  of 
transportation  in  the  most  economical  and  busi- 
nesslike manner.  There  is  no  allegation  of  graft 
or  corruption.  They  are  merely  endeavoring  to 
give  the  citizens  of  Boston  the  cheapest  and 
most  economical  method  of  transportation  and. 
Mr.  President,  by  my  request  for  an  investigation 
of  the  costs  and  the  administration  of  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority,  I  am  merely  asking  for  this 
investigation  in  order  that  the  people,  the  sup- 
posedly poor  people,  will  benefit.  Mr.  President, 
if  the  Boston  Finance  Commission  should  show 
to  the  citizens  of  Boston  that  the  Housing  Authority 
is  not  acting  in  the  most  economical  manner,  if 
the  Finance  Commission  should  investigate  and 
show  that  there  is  favoritism  going  on  in  the 
selection  of  tenants,  if  the  Boston  Finance  Com- 
mission should  investigate  and  find  out  that  there 
is  favoritism  in  the  awarding  of  contracts,  if  the 
Boston  Finance  Commission  should  find  out  thai 
the  Housing  Authority  is  not  acting  in  the  most 
economical  and  businesslike  manner,  is  there  any 
member  of  this  Body  who  would  deny  that  such 
information  would  be  beneficial  to  the  citizens  of 
Boston  or  that  the  citizens  of  Boston  would  then 
be  in  a  position  to  demand  that  the  Housing 
Authority  carry  on  their  business  the  way  any 
other  corporation  would  carry  it  on?  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  say  we  as  the  city  fathers  of  Boston  have 
the  right  to  request  the  Finance  Commission  to 
investigate  better  housing  in  general  in  Boston. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Will  the  gentleman  yield? 

Coun.  CHASE — I  am  sorry,  no,  not  at  this 
point.  I  say,  Mr.  President,  that  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  never  has  given  to  the  City 
Council  an  intelligent  accounting  of  its  affairs. 
Every  other  municipal  department  in  the  City  of 
Boston  has  its  books  of  accounts  in  the  City 
Auditor's  office,  but  not  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority.  Why  all  the  secrecy  concerning  that 
authority?  Why  not  give  the  citizens  of  Boston 
the  information  they  are  entitled  to?  The  Boston 
Housing  Authority  is  no  special  corporation.  It 
is  a  public  body.  It  is  sponsored  with  public  funds. 
It  is  in  operation  because  of  the  taxes  from  the 
people  and,  Mr.  President,  the  people  are  entitled 
to  the  information  that  I  seek.  I  hope  that  this 
Body  will  see  fit  to  pass  the  order. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— I  had  hoped  that  all  the 
discussion  had  ended  in  the  executive  session  with- 
out the  necessity  of  repetition,  but  since  the 
councilor  from  the  Back  Bay  has  seen  fit  to  make 
these  remarks  on  the  floor  of  the  Council,  I  cannot 
resist  repeating  a  few  of  my  remarks  made  in  execu- 
tive session.  As  I  stated  there,  the  moneys  spent 
on  Federal  housing  are  spent  by  the  Federal 
Government.  We  know  that  they  have  great 
investigating  bodies.  If  there  was  anything 
wrong  in  the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  they  would 
have  investigated  it.  The  esteemed  gentleman 
from  the  Back  Bay  (Coun.  Chase)  repeatedly, 
time  and  time  again,  has  got  on  the  floor  of  this 
Council  voting  and  talking  against  housing,  de- 
siring at  all  times  to  deprive  those  needy  persons 
who  have  never  had  an  opportunity  to  live,  who 
have  lived  in  homes  without  toilets,  who  have 
lived  in  homes  without  heat,  of  such  opportunities. 
Here  the  Federal  Government  is  giving  them  the 
opportunity  to  live  like  human  beings,  and  this 
gentleman  from  the  Back  Bay,  who  perhaps 
never  knew  a  poor  day,  wants  to  deprive  those 
people  from  receiving  this  from  the  Federal 
Government.  He  stands  upon  the  floor  of  the 
Council  and  asks  for  an  investigation, — an  in- 
vestigation of  what?  Why  not  investigate  every 
department    in    the    city    and    the    state    for    the 


same  reasons  that  he  gives?  Does  he  give  us  one 
concrete  piece  of  evidence  that  would  indicate 
that  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  is  not  doing 
the  right  thing?  No.  Reading  between  the 
lines,  his  only  reason  is  to  besmirch  the  name  of 
the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  to  try  to  show  the 
people  that  something  is  wrong.  I  say  to  you 
and  the  councilor  from  the  Back  Bay  (Coun. 
Chase),  you  show  me  one  piece  of  evidence,  and  I 
will  be  100  per  cent  with  you.  You  know  you 
cannot  do  it.  but  that  your  only  purpose  is  to 
create  a  smell  which  perhaps  might  injure  housing 
in  Boston,  because  you  know  that  the  Federal 
Government  still  has  money  to  give  to  Boston  and 
you  want  to  deprive  those  people  of  it.  I  say 
no  member  of  this  Council  is  going  to  he  a  party 
to  that,  and  I  ask  that  this  order  be  rejected. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  as  I  said  in 
the  executive  session.  I  personally,  with  a  great 
many  other  councilors  here,  am  highly  in  favor  of 
housing,  and  why  shouldn't  I  be?  I  have  one  site 
already  and  another  one  with  buildings  being 
built  in  my  ward.  Now,  I  personally  have  met 
many  of  the  people  who  have  gone  into  Old  Harbor 
Village  and  have  checked  up  their  income.  I 
don't  say  every  one.  but  I  have  checked  the  income 
of  many,  and  I  find  in  there  people  in  the  low 
income  group,  which  group  you  call  the  people 
who  receive  $10  to  S2."i  a  week,  or  even  up  to 
130.  All  types  of  statistics  all  over  the  country 
compiled  by  the  Department  of  Commerce,  or 
wherever  you  get  them,  will  show  SI, 000  to  (1,500 
i-  tit  the  low  income  group,  and  in  almost  every  case 
in  the  old  Harbor  Village,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
you  find  there  a i e  very  few  with  over  $30  a  week 
income.  Now.  coming  down  to  the  investigation 
the  councilor  from  the  Bark  Bay  cites  the  Boston 
Elevated.  Personally.  I  cannot  see  how  he  can 
compare  them.  The  Boston  Housing  Authority 
has  been  in  existence  a  couple  or  three  year-.  I 
am  not  quite  sure  which.  They  have  not  had  time 
to  i pally  get  going  and  compile  any  statistics,  but 
Ihe  Boston  Elevated  has  been  going  on  for  years,  a 
couple  of  decades,  probably  fifty  years—  I  don't 
know  how  many  -but  m  the  case  of  the  Bo! 
Elevated  you  have  a  yearly  deficit  of  over  $2,000,000 
which  almost  every  citizen  in  my  district  and  in 
your  district  wants  an  accounting  for.  They 
believe  there  is  something  inefficiently  clone  in  the 
Boston  Elevated.  Now,  in  my  district  there  are 
many  people  who  do  not  get  the  benefit  of  the 
housing  projects.  But  while  personally  they  may 
not  get  the  benefits,  in  then  hearts  they  get  I  lie 
benefit,  and  they  appreciate  what  is  being  done. 
I  say  that  because  I  am  thinking  of  the  former 
I  louncilor  Norton  from  Hyde  Bark  who.  time  after 
time  in  this  Council,  before  I  was  a  member,  got 
up  on  his  feel,  even  when  he  saw  by  a  plebiscite 
that  his  district  was  supposed  to  lie  against  hoik- 
ing, and  time  after  time  fought  in  favor  of  housing, 
a  nc I  what  happened  to  him  in  the  last  election?  He 
was  overwhelmingly  returned  'lie  victor,  and  par- 
ticularly in  his  own  ward.  Doesn't  that  show 
what  the  people  really  think  of  housing?  Wasn't 
thai  some  manifestation  of  what  they  thought  of 
it  when  they  sent  Councilor  Norton  into  the 
School  Committee  by  an  overwhelming  vote  after 
i  hey  knew  he  was  positively  for  housing''  I  have 
already  said  in  the  other  room  that  I  am  for  honest 
housing,  and  I  certainly  respect  the  men  who  are 
on  the  Housing  Authority.  They  would  not  have 
been  appointed  and  been  approved  by  this  Council 
if  they  had  not  proven  over  the  years  that  they 
were  decent,  honest  and  clean  citizens  of  our  city. 
So  I  ask  the  councilor  from  the  Back  Bay  (Coun. 
Chase),  I  ask  htm  again  to  present  one  iota  of 
evidence  to  show  there  is  something  wrong  going 
on  in  the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  and  if  he 
can  show  me  one  specific  tangible  piece  of  evidence 
I  will  vote  for  the  order,  but  until  he  can  show  me 
that  evidence,  I  will  vote  against  it  every  oppor- 
tunity I  get.  I  am  glad  to  see  it  brought  out  in 
the  open  so  we  can  voice  our  views  and  opinions. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

The  order  was  rejected,  the  vote  on  its  passage 
being  yeas  (i,  nays  14: 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey.  Chase.  Coffev.  Kelly, 
Shattuek.  Wickes — 6. 

Nays — Coun.  Englert.  Fish.  Galvin.  Goode, 
Gottlieb.  Hurley,  Hutchinson.  Langan,  Linehan. 
Russo,  Scannell,  D.  F.  Sullivan.  Taylor,  Ward — 14. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  CAREY  said: 

Mr.  President,  I  would  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  say  a  few  words. 

Coun.  Carey  was  given  unanimous  consent. 

Coun.  CAREY — We  acted  here  this  afternoon 
on    the    order    of    Councilor    Chase   asking    for    a 
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Finance  Commission  investigation  of  the  adminis- 
tration and  operating  expenses  of  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority.  For  the  purpose  of  the 
record,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  have  the  utmost  con- 
fidence in  the  members  of  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority.  They  are  all  honorable  men.  I  think 
that  they  have  done  and  are  doing  a  good  job.  I 
feel  they  can  stand  on  their  own  feet.  I  feel 
personally  that  they  would  perhaps  welcome  an 
investigation  by  the  Finance  Commission.  In- 
asmuch as  the  matter  was  brough  into  this  chamber, 
I  felt  I  should  go  along  with  it,  and  at  this  time  I 
would  like  to  make  reference  to  the  remarks  of  the 
councilor  from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan)  in  which 
he  referred  to  the  stand  taken  by  ex-Councilor 
Norton  and  his  glorious  victory  on  November  7. 
Nevertheless,  I  would  like  to  inform  the  councilor 
and  the  other  members  of  this  Body  that  Clement 
A.  Norton  always  stood  for  investigations.  He 
welcomed  them,  and  thought  they  were  a  good 
thing.  Feeling  as  I  do,  that  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  members  can  stand  on  their  own  feet 
and  they  have  done  a  good  job,  I  felt  that  the 
investigation  might  be  a  good  thing,  and  for  that 
reason  I  voted  for  it. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.  ENGLERT,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and 
sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston  for 
the  month  of  February. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


FORECAST   OF    1940   TAX   RATE. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  and  SHATTUCK  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  furnish  the  Committee  on  Approoriations  with 
a  forecast  of  the  tax  rate  for  1940  and  of  the 
'revenue  to  be  derived  therefrom,  with  itemized 
estimates  of  revenue  from  sources  other  than  real 
estate  and  personal  property,  and  of  the  amount 
by  which  it  is  proposed  to  supplement  revenue 
from  taxes  and  departmental  receipts  by  loans,  in 
the  event  that  the  pending  budget  is  adopted  as 
recommended  and  that  subsequent  provision  is 
made  for  snow  removal  and  for  the  probable 
additional  appropriations  needed  for  Dependent 
Aid,  Mothers'  Aid,  Old  Age  Assistance,  and 
Soldiers'  Relief,  and  in  the  event  that  school 
appropriations  are  no  larger  than  in  1939. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


THE    NEXT   MEETING. 

Coun.  TAYLOR  moved  that  when  the  Council 
adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on  Monday,  March  4,  at 
2  p.  m. 

Coun.  COFFEY— I  don't  think,  in  the  event 
we  are  going  to  have  another  large  snowstorm, 
that  we  should  postpone  our  next  meeting  for  two 
weeks,  and  I  hope  that  order  will  not  be  passed. 
We  may  be  in  here  again  next  week  with  the 
same  difficulty  we  find  ourselves  in  today,  and 
I  hope  we  won't  adjourn  this  meeting  for  two 
weeks. 

The  motion  was  carried. 


ORDINANCE    RE    SUNDAY    SPORTS. 

Coun.  GALVIN  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance  Concerning  Sunday  Sports. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  one  of  the  Ordinances  of 
1929,  concerning  professional  outdoor  sports  on 
the  Lord's  Day,  as  amended  by  chapter  one  of  the 
Ordinances  of  1931  and  chapters  one  and  two  of 
the  Ordinances  of  1935,  is  hereby  further  amended 
in  section  one  by  inserting  after  the  word  "games" 
in  the  third  line  of  said  section  the  words  "or 
indoor  hockey   or  indoor  basketball  games." 

Section  2.  Said  chapter  one  of  the  Ordinances 
of  1929,  as  amended  by  chapter  one  of  the  Ordi- 
nances of  1931  and  chapters  one  and  two  of  the 
Ordinances  of  1935,  is  hereby  further  amended  in 
clause  four  of  section  one  thereof  by  inserting  after 


the  word  "games"  at  the  end  of  the  third  line 
thereof  the  words,  "or  indoor  hockey  or  indoor 
basketball  games." 

Section  3.  Said  chapter  one  of  the  Ordinances 
of  1929,  as  amended  by  chapter  one  of  the  Ordi- 
nances of  1931  and  chapters  one  and  two  of  the 
Ordinances  of  1935  is  hereby  further  amended  in 
clause  six  of  section  one  thereof  by  inserting  after 
the  word  "field"  in  the  second  line  thereof  the 
words  "or  building  or  other  structure." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


RESCISSION   OF   TAXICAB    ORDER. 

Coun.  LYONS  and  LANGAN  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  amend 
his  recent  ruling  with  reference  to  the  operation 
of  taxicabs  so  that  no  individual  operating  less  than 
five  cabs  in  the  suburbs  of  Boston  will  be  obliged  to 
keep  a  cab  off  the  greets  one  day  a  week. 

Coun.  LYONS — Mr.  President,  last  month  we 
had  the  Police  Commissioner  in  here  with  the  lead- 
ing taxicab  companies  relative  to  his  new  stagger 
system.  At  that  time  I  asked  the  Police  Commis- 
sioner what  would  happen  to  the  individual  cab 
owner,  or  the  man  who  owns  one  or  two  cabs  in  the 
City  of  Boston.  He  claimed  that  it  would  step  on 
their  toes  just  the  same  as  it  would  hinder  the 
leading  taxicab  organizations,  the  large  organiza- 
tions here  in  Boston.  Now  this  was  all  brought 
about  by  him,  working  as  he  felt  in  the  interest  of 
the  City  of  Boston  to  relieve  the  congestion  that 
is  now  existent.  I  can  readily  understand  why  the 
commissioner  might  act  as  he  did  in  downtown 
Boston,  where  there  are  the  large  companies, 
operating  in  the  vicinity  of  300  cabs,  and  the 
I.  T.  0.  A.  which  operates  about  240  cabs.  But 
when  we  come  to  the  suburbs  of  Boston  there  is  a 
different  situation.  Out  in  my  section, — speaking 
for  it,  and  I  think  every  councilor  here  who  repre- 
sents a  suburb  will  corroborate  me, — I  say  that  the 
individual  who  has  two  cabs  or  three  cabs  has  to 
let  one  of  those  cabs  lie  off  a  week.  Now  business 
isn't  so  great  in  the  suburban  areas  anyway,  that 
they  can  well  afford  to  do  this.  I  don't  think  his 
order  is  right.  It  should  be  amended  to  read 
"except  the  suburbs  of  Boston."  I  can  heartily 
agree  with  the  Police  Commissioner  where  he  has 
eliminated  so  many  cabs  in  downtown  Boston, 
because  the  congestion  here  in  the  small,  narrow 
streets  is  very  grave  and  great.  Then  there  have 
-  been  numerous  men  come  to  me  who  live  in  my 
district  who  have  contracts  just  for  their  own  cabs, 
themselves,  to  operate  here  in  Boston,  to  take  care 
of  paymasters  and  to  take  care  of  insurance  com- 
panies. If  they  have  to  lay  off  their  cabs  one  day 
a  week,  they  will  lose  between  $10  and  $12  a  day. 
They  do  not  cruise  around  the  streets  picking  up 
odds  and  ends  to  make  a  dollar.  They  have  a 
permanent  job.  I  don't  think  his  order  really 
does  justice  to  those  people,  and  I  hope  this  Council 
here  will  pass  this  order. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  we  have 
already  passed  a  general  order  on  the  subject 
applying  to  the  city  as  a  whole,  asking  the  Police 
Commissioner  to  reconsider  his  ruling.  This  is  an 
order  asking  him  to  do  it  only  for  a  particular  part 
of  the  city.  I  think  it  is  inconsistent  with  the 
order  we  have  already  passed,  and  therefore  I  am 
opposed  to  it. 

Coun.  LYONS— Wasn't  that,  Mr.  Clerk,  per- 
taining to  the  amendment  of  the  original  order  of 
the  Police  Commissioner? 

(The  order  is  read  by  the  clerk.) 

Coun.  LYONS — Mr.  Councilor,  would  you  yield 
for  a  question?  You  say  that  the  order  you  re- 
fer to  was  acted  on  two  weeks  ago? 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  was  in 
error,  I  think,  as  to  its  passage.  I  move  that 
in  this  order  we  strike  out  the  words  "in  the 
suburbs  of  Boston." 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  I  think  that 
the  Police  Commissioner  explained  his  stand  very 
squarely  and  honestly  when  he  stated  he  had  given 
the  I.  T.  ().  A.  the  privilege  at  that  time  of  defining 
fleet  owners  of  four  cabs  or  less,  Dut  they  didn't 
want  that.  They  didn't  want  to  have  the  mar 
with  one  cab  or  two  or  four  cabs  operating  seven 
days  a  week.  I  am  also  opposed  to  the  coun- 
cilor's order  in  this  respect.  Being  an  ex-taxicab 
driver  and  knowing  the  habits  and  policies  of  the 
cab  drivers,  although  they  may  live  in  West 
Roxbury  and  operate  from  West  Roxbiiry,  yet.  at 
the  busy  traffic  times  in  Boston,  they  all  head  to 
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the  center  of  the  city  and  they  do  block  and  con- 
gest the  city.  We  hear  a  good  deal  of  talk  about 
the  tax  rate.  I  think  the  greatest  cause  of  in- 
creased taxation  and  no  business  in  Boston  is  the 
congestion  in  Boston.  I  think  that  50  per  cent 
of  the  congestion  of  traffic  in  Boston  is  due  entirely 
to  cruising  cab  drivers,  who  move  along  the 
streets  at  three  miles  an  hour  blocking  traffic. 
These  cruising  cab  drivers  are  not  cab  drivers  who 
are  located  at  public  stands  in  Boston.  They  are 
the  cab  drivers  from  Roslindale  and  West  Rox- 
bury,  Roxbury,  Dorchester  and  the  suburbs,  who 
come  into  Boston  at  busy  times  of  the  day  looking 
for  business.     I  think  the  order  should  not  pass. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


UNEMPLOYMENT   COMPENSATION 
BRANCH   OFFICE,    ROXBURY. 

Coun.  DANIEL  F.  SULLIVAN,  CARE?  and 
HURLEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  confer  with 
the  proper  state  officials  relative  to  keeping  open 
the  Unemployment  Compensation  Branch  office 
on  Warren  street,  Roxbury. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
submitted  the  following  report  on  petitions  for 
driveway  openings: 

Petition  of  City  of  Boston  at  30  Afford  street. 
Ward  2  (referred  January  29) — recommending 
that   leave  be  granted. 

Petition  of  Kenmore  Realty  Corporation  at 
Ipswich  street  (referred  February  5) — recommend- 
ing that  leave  be  granted. 

Petition  of  Esther  Rubin  at  655-6G5  Common- 
wealth avenue,  Ward  5  (referred  February  o) — 
recommending  that  leave  be  granted. 

Reports  accepted;  petitions  severally  granted. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  BOYLSTON  PLACE. 

Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Hoard  of  Street  Commissioners 
be   requested,    through   his    Honor   the    Mayor,    to 
accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Boylston 
place,  Ward  1 1. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  HURLEY,  at 
5.01  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  March  4,  l'J40, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  March  4,  1940. 
Regular   meeting    of   the   City    Council   in    the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
GALVIN  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Ward. 


SAFETY  ISLANDS,  BENNINGTON  STREET 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  4,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  February  5,  1940,  concerning  the  erection 
of  safety  islands  at  every  intersection  along  Ben- 
nington street,  Ward  1,  from  Neptune  road  to 
Orient  Heights. 

Very  truly  yours, 

William  J.  Galvin, 

Acting  Mayor. ' 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  2,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — This  is  in   reference  to  the 
following  order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  February  5,  1940: 

"Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 

%  Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 

to  erect  safety  islands  at  every  intersection  along 

Bennington  street,  Ward  1,  from  Neptune  road  to 

Orient  Heights." 

Plans  showing  the  locations  of  the  proposed 
safety  islands  have  already  been  prepared,  and  a 
project  providing  for  the  construction  of  these 
islands  is  being  drafted,  for  submission  to  the 
W.  P.  A.  authorities,  for  the  approval  of  that  Body. 
I  anticipate  that  the  actual  construction  work 
will  start  some  time  in  April. 

Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


ARCHITECTS    EMPLOYED    BY    HOUSING 
AUTHORITY. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  4,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — -I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  chairman  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
with  reference  to  your  order  of  February  10  con- 
cerning employment  of  architects  by  the  Housing 
Authority. 

The  opinion  of  the  American  Institute  of  Archi- 
tects coincides  with  that  of  the  Housing  Authority 
in  the  employment  of  architects  and  the  inclosed 
communication  from  said  Institute  is  forwarded 
for  your  information. 

Respectfully, 

William  J.  Galvin, 

Acting  Mayor. 

Boston  Housing  Authority, 
18  Oliver  Street. 

Boston,  March  1,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Office  of  the  Mayor. 
Dear  Sir, — With  further  reference  to  the  letter 
of  this  Authority  under  date  of  February  10,  con- 
cerning the  order  passed  January  15,  1940,  by  the 
City  Council  with  respect  to  choice  of  architects 
for  housing  projects,  you  will  find  herewith  a  copy 
of  a  letter  sent  to  this  Authority  by  the  Boston 
Society  of  Architects. 


The  letter  indicates  the  feeling  of  the  Society 
relative  to  the  methods  suggested  in  the  City 
Council  order. 

This  for  your  further  information. 
Very  truly  yours, 

John  A.  Breen,  Chairman. 

Chapter  of 

The  American  Institute  of  Architects, 

Boston,  Mass. 

February  16,  1940. 
Mr.  John  A.  Breen, 

Chairman,  Boston  Housing  Authority. 
Dear  Mr.   Breen, — Mr.   Whitmore  has  referred 
to  me  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant  addressed  to 
him. 

I  brought  it  before  the  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Boston  Society  of  Architects 
which  was  held  on  the  14th  instant.  On  the  under- 
standing that  the  order  which  you  quote  refers  to 
contracts  with  architects  for  their  professional 
services,  the  Committee  voted  that  I  should  ex- 
press to  you  their  unanimous  disapproval. 

The  intent  of  the  order  is  contrary  to  the  very 
essence  of  all  proper  relations  between  professional 
men  and  the  public.  It  is  further  in  direct  con- 
flict with  recent  action  of  the  U.  S.  Housing 
Authority  covering  suitable  fees  for  architects 
and  engineers.  (See  U.  S.  H.  A.  426-427,  Rev. 
12-1-39.)  Its  enactment  into  law  would  result 
in  securing  for  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  the 
services  of  those  least  well  qualified  to  meet  its 
needs  and  to  serve  the  best  interests  of  the  public. 
In  other  words  it  would  actually  be  uneconomical 
for  all  concerned. 

Sincerely  yours, 
William  Emerson,  President. 

Placed  on  file. 


LIGHTING   FACILITIES,    BENNINGTON 

STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  4,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  January  29,  1940,  concerning  the  making  of  a 
survey  of  the  lighting  facilities  on  Bennington 
street,  East  Boston,  with  a  view  to  installing  such 
-additional  lights  as  may  be  required  to  eliminate 
the  hazards  to  pedestrians  from  vehicular  traffic. 
Respectfully, 

William  J.  Galvin, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

February  12,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — This  is  in  reference  to  the  following 
order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council,  January 
29,  1940: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  make  a  survey  of  the  lighting  facilities  on  Ben- 
nington street,  East  Boston,  with  a  view  to  install- 
ing such  additional  lights  as  may  be  required  to 
eliminate  the  hazards  to  pedestrians  from  vehicular 
traffic." 

Plans  are  being  prepared,  at  the  present  time,  by 
the  Traffic  Commission  and  this  department,  for 
the  installation  of  4-foot  wide  safety  islands  at  all 
car  stops  on  Bennington  street,  between  Neptune 
road  and  Saratoga  street,  in  order  to  provide  ade- 
quate protection  for  patrons  of  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated Railway  Company,  and  pedestrians  who 
have  occasion  to  .cross  this  wide  thoroughfare. 

In  connection  with  the  installation  of  these 
safety  islands,  it  is  contemplated  installing  street 
lights  on  each  island  in  order  to  have  them,  and 
the  adjacent  street  area,  adequately  lighted.  I 
feel  that  the  installation  of  these  safety  islands, 
and  the  locating  of  at  least  one  additional  street 
light  on  each  of  them,  will  provide  additional  and 
adequate  street  lighting  facilities  and  eliminate 
the  dangerous  condition  now  existing  to  pedestrians. 
Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 

Placed  on  file. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


INSTALLATION     OF     ELECTRIC     STREET 
LIGHTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  5,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  February  5,  1940,  concerning  the  provision  for 
the  immediate  installation  of  electric  lights  on  all 
poles  now  available  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
Respectfully, 

William  J.  Galvin, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  2,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — This  is  in  reference  to  the 
following  order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  February  5: 

"Whereas,  Gas  lighting  is  greatly  inferior  both 
in  cost  and  efficiency  to  electric  lighting;  and 

"Whereas,  Gas  lighting  is  subject  to  failure  in 
cold  weather;  and 

"Whereas,  Many  streets  in  the  City  of  Boston 
have  been  in  darkness  during  the  past  three  weeks; 
therefore  be  it 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  provide  for  the  immediate  installation  of  electric 
lights  on  all  poles  now  available  in  the  City  of 
Boston." 

I  am  precluded  from  complying  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  above  order,  due  to  the  existing 
contract  with  the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Com- 
pany, which  provides,  in  substance,  that  the  City 
of  Boston  shall  not,  during  the  life  of  the  contract, 
which  expires  on  March  31,  1941,  reduce  the 
number  of  gas  lights  by  more  than  5  per  cent  of 
the  total  number  in  operation  on  the  date  that  bids 
on  the  existing  contract  were  opened.  This  date 
was  December  26,  1935,  and  at  that  time  the  gas 
lamps  in  the  city  numbered  9,500.  At  the  present 
time  there  are  9,382  gas  lamps  in  service,  thus 
allowing  only  357  more  to  be  eliminated  without 
violating  the  provisions  of  the  contract. 

It  is  my  intention,  within  the  next  six  months, 
to  replace  approximately  300  existing  gas  lamps 
with  electric  lights  in  locations  where  it  is  deter- 
mined that  it  would  be  advisable  and  practical 
to  do  so. 

Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


UNDERPASS,   WARD    18. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  29,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  February  5,  1940,  concerning  the  making  of 
suitable  repairs  to  the  underpass  at  the  foot  of 
Greenfield  road  and  Rector  road,  Ward  18,  running 
under  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad,  and  also  make  repairs  to  the  stairs 
leading  from  the  street  to  the  underpass. 
Respectfully, 

William  J.  Galvin, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  2,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — This  is  in  reference  to  the 
following  order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  February  5: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  make  suitable  repairs  to  the  underpass  at  the 
foot  of  Greenfield  road  and  Rector  road,  Ward  18, 
running  under  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hart- 
ford Railroad,  and  also  make  repairs  to  the  stairs 
leading  from  the  street  to  the  underpass." 

An  immediate  inspection  will  be  made  of  the 
underpass,  in  order  to  determine  the  extent  of  the 
repairs  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  to  the 


existing  structure,  including  the  stairways.  If 
the  repairs  are  of  a  minor  nature,  they  will  be 
immediately  made  by  department  forces. 

If,  however,  it  is  found  that  it  will  be  necessary 
to  make  extensive  repairs,  a  project  for  the  work 
will  be  submitted  to  the  W.  P.  A.  authorities,  for 
their  approval.  In  such  an  event,  the  project 
will  start  immediately  upon  receipt  of  such 
approval. 

Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC  SIGNS,  NORFOLK  STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  4,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order  of 
February  5,  1940,  concerning  the  making  of  a  sur- 
vey of  Norfolk  street,  Dorchester,  to  determine  the 
advisability  of  placing  "Slow"  signs,  "School" 
signs  and  "Curve"  signs  along  Norfolk  street,  par- 
ticularly at  Stanton  and  Crowell  streets,  for  the 
purpose  of  eliminating,  if  possible,  accidents  such 
as  recently  caused  a  death  in  this  vicinity. 
Respectfully, 

William   J.  Calvin. 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston. 
Traffic  Commission,  February  27,  1940. 
lion.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor. — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge receipt  of  Council  order  dated  February  5, 
1940.  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make  a 
survey  of  Norfolk  street,  Dorchester,  to  determine 
the  advisability  of  placing  "Slow"  signs,  "School" 
signs  and  "Curve"  signs  along  Norfolk  street,  par- 
ticularly at  Stanton  and  Crowell  streets,  for  the 
purpose  of  eliminating,  if  possible,  accidents  such 
as  recently  caused  a  death  in  this  vicinity." 

The  fatal  accident  which  recently  occurred  in 
Norfolk  street  cannot  be  considered  as  having  been 
caused  by  any  traffic  hazard  existent  in  this  area. 
The  Police  Department  report  and  the  newspaper 
versions  of  the  accident  show  that  the  victim,  a 
driver  of  a  truck,  lived  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
and  therefore  knew  conditions  in  the  street,  and 
furthermore,  that  T he  accident  was  caused  by  a 
mechanical  failure  in  his  vehicle  which  caused  it  to 
swerve  completely  across  the  street.  We  do  not 
believe  that  any  type  of  safety  device  can  prevent 
accidents  of  this  type. 

Norfolk  street  is  a  local  thoroughfare.  There- 
fore, practically  all  motorists  using  the  street  are 
aware  of  conditions  and  potential  hazards. 

We  do  not  believe  that  the  erection  of  a  series 
of  warning  signs  would  serve  any  useful  purpose. 

The  records  in  this  office  show  that  at  the  inter- 
section of  Crowell  street  and  Norfolk  street  no 
motor  vehicle  accidents  involving  personal  injury 
occurred  during  the  years  1936  to  1939,  inclusive. 

During  the  same  period  our  records  show  that 
two  personal  injury  accidents  occurred  in  the  in- 
tersection  of   Norfolk  street   and   Stanton  street. 
Considered  with  comparative  records  throughout 
the  city  this  shows  that  there  is  no  serious  inherent 
traffic  hazard  at  either  of  these  two  locations. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


RAMP,   COLUMBIA   ROAD. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  5,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  February  19,  1940,  concerning  the  construction 
of  an  overhead  pedestrian  ramp  from  the  sidewalk 
on  the  Old  Harbor  Village  side  of  Columbia  road  to 
the  sidewalk  of  Columbus  park,  the  work  to  be  done 
as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

Respectfully, 

William  J.  Galvin, 

Acting  Mayor. 


MARCH    4,     1940. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  2,  1940, 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — This  is  in  reference  to  the  fol- 
lowing order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  February  19: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  construct  an  overhead  pedestrian  ramp  from  the 
sidewalk  on  the  Old  Harbor  Village  side  of  Colum- 
bia road  to  the  sidewalk  of  Columbus  park,  the 
work  to  be  done  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project." 

Plans  are  being  prepared  for  the  construction  of 
a  pedestrian  overpass,  which  will  be  located  ad- 
jacent to  Old  Harbor  Village,  as  noted  in  the  above 
order.  After  the  plans  have  been  completed,  a 
project  will  be  submitted  to  the  W.  P.  A.  authori- 
ties, for  the  approval  of  that  Body.  Immediately 
upon  the  receipt  of  such  approval,  the  actual  con- 
struction work  will  start,  which,  I  anticipate,  will 
be  some  time  in  the  month  of  May. 
Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


UNDERPASS,   BRIGHAM    CIRCLE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  4,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Boston  Transit  chairman  relative  to  your  order  of 
January  29,  1940,  concerning  the  advisability  of 
constructing  an  underpass  for  vehicular  traffic  at 
Brigham  Circle,  Ward  10. 

Respectfully, 

William  .1.  Galvin, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Transit  Department,  February  2,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor — I  return  herewith  order  of  the 
City  Council  dated  January  29,  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  and  Transit  Commission  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider  the  ad- 
visability of  constructing  an  underpass  for  vehicular 
traffic  at  Brigham  Circle,  Ward  10,  from  a  point 
opposite  Smith  street  to  a  point  opposite  Wait 
street." 

Until  such  time  as  the  street  railway  cars  are 
eliminated  from  the  surface  of  Huntington  avenue, 
between  the  Opera  House  and  South  Huntington 
avenue  and  a  widening  of  Huntington  avenue  in  the 
vicinity  of  Wait  street  is  accomplished,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  build  an  underpass  between  Smith 
and  Wait  streets  as  suggested  in  the  order. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Thomas  F.  Sullivan, 

Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC  CONTROL,  BLUE  HILL  AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  29,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  January  29,  1940,  concerning  the  installation  of 
automatic  traffic  control  devices  in  conjunction  , 
with  the  proposed  widening  of  Blue  Hill  avenue, 
from  Seaver  street  to  American  Legion  Highway, 
Ward  14. 

Respectfully, 

William  J.  Galvin, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

February  12,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — This  is  in  reference  to  the  following 
order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council,  January 
29,  1940: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  and 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  provide  for  the  ' 


installation  of  automatic  traffic  control  devices  in 
conjunction  with  the  proposed  widening  of  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  from  Seaver  street  to  American  Legion 
Highway,  Ward  14." 

I  have  taken  this  matter  up  with  the  Traffic 
Commissioner  in  order  that  this  department  may 
be  informed  as  to  the  location  of  the  intersections 
at  which  the  Traffic  Commission  contemplates 
operating  traffic  signals,  subsequent  to  the  comple- 
tion of  the  work  necessitated  by  the  construction 
of  a  so-called  double-barrelled  highway  in  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  between  American  Legion  Highway 
and  Seaver  street.  I  have  been  informed  that 
additional  traffic  signals  will  be  installed  at  the 
intersection  of  American  Legion  Highway  and 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  and  at  the  intersection  of  Glen- 
way  street  and  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

It  is  also  the  intention  of  the  Traffic  Commission 
to  effect  certain  changes  in  the  traffic  signals  now 
located  at  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Columbia  road, 
and  at  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Seaver  street,  in 
order  to  provide  a  proper  traffic  control  subsequent 
to  the  completion  of  the  project. 

This  department  will  cooperate  with  the  Traffic 
Commission  at  the  time  that  the  street  construc- 
tion work  is  in  progress,  by  installing  any  under- 
ground duct  lines,  or  doing  any  other  work  in 
connection  with  the  installation  of  traffic  lights, 
at  any  of  the  intersections  that  the  Traffic  Com- 
mission contemplate  installing  additional  lights,  or 
making  changes  in  the  existing  system  of  lights. 
Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


STREET     SURVEY,     "BELNEL    VILLAGE," 
WARD   18. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  4,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  January  29,  1940,  concerning  the  making  of  a 
complete  survey  of  the  streets  in  the  "Belnel 
Village"  section  of  Ward  18. 

Respectfully, 

William  J.  Galvin, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

February  12,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — This  is  in  reference  to  the  fol- 
lowing order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council, 
January  29,  1940: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners and  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
a  complete  survey  of  the  streets  in  the  'Belnel 
Village'  section  of  Ward  18,  and  formulate  plans 
to  have  these  streets  accepted  as  public  highways 
and  laid  out  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construc- 
tion." 

All  surveys  on  so-called  private  streets  prior  to 
their  acceptance  as  public  highways  are  conducted 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners. This  department,  has  no  authority  to 
enter  private  streets  to  do  any  work,  except  to 
install  sewerage  and  surface  drainage  facilities,  and, 
in  such  cases,  only  after  a  taking  has  been  made  by 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  providing  for 
the  installation  of  the  necessary  sewerage  works. 

Anticipating  the  acceptance,  as  public  highways, 
of  the  streets  in  "Belnel  Village"  at  sometime  in 
the  current  year,  a  project  has  been  submitted  by 
this  department,  and  approved  by  the  W.  P.  A. 
authorities,  which  provides  for  the  installation  of 
surface  drainage  facilities  in  all  of  the  private 
streets  located  in  "Belnel  Village."  It  is  con- 
templated that  the  surface  drainage  project  will 
start  within  the  next  ten  days  and  should  be  com- 
pleted not  later  than  June  1.  If  the  streets  are 
accepted  as  public  highways  by  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners,  and,  it  is  my  opinion  that  it  would 
be  to  the  best  interests  of  all  concerned  to  do  so,  I 
feel  certain  that  the  construction  of  all  of  them  can 
be  completed  not  later  than  November  1  of  the 
present  year. 

Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Work3. 

Placed  on  file. 


75 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


GAS   LAMP   OUTAGES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  4,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  February  5,  1940,  concerning  the  submitting  to 
the  City  Council  a  report  of  the  number  of  gas 
lamp  outages  in  the  City  of  Boston  during  the  past 
three  weeks. 

Respectfully, 

William  J.  Galvin, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  2,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.   Doyle, — This  is  in   reference  to  the 
following  order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  February  5: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  submit  to  the  City  Council  a  report  of  the 
number  of  gas  lamp  outages  in  the  City  of  Boston 
during  the  past  three  weeks." 

During  the  three  weeks  referred  to  in  the  above 
order,  the  department  received  reports  of  2,918 
gas  lamp  outages.  Therefore,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  contract  between  the 
Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company  and  the  City  of 
Boston,  an  amount,  equal  to  twice  the  rate  charged 
by  the  Gas  Company  for  the  maintenance  and 
operation  of  the  gas  lamps  and  the  supplying  of 
illuminating  gas,  was  credited  to  the  account  of  the 
city. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Geohge  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


REBATE   FROM   GAS   COMPANY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  29,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  February  5,  1940,  concerning  the  request  of  a 
rebate  from  the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Com- 
pany. 

Respectfully, 

William  J.  Galvin, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  2,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — This  is  in  reference  to  the 
following  order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  February  5: 

"Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  has  a  contract 
with  the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company  pro- 
viding for  the  lighting  of  approximately  9,300 
gas  lamps;  and 

"Whereas,  A  substantial  number  of  gas  lamps 
throughout  the  City  of  Boston  have  been  unlighted 
during  the  past  three  weeks;  therefore  be  it 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  request  a  rebate  from  the  Boston  Consolidated 
Gas  Company." 

The  contract  between  the  City  of  Boston  and 
the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company  for  the 
lighting  of  the  street  gas  lamps  provides  that,  for 
all  outages,  the  city  will  be  credited  with  an 
amount  equal  to  twice  the  rate  charged  by  the 
Gas  Company;  that  is,  if  a  gas  lamp  is  out  of  service 
for  one  hour,  a  rebate,  equal  to  the  normal  charge 
made  by  the  Gas  Company  for  a  lamp  in  service 
for  two  hours,  is  granted. 

The  total  amount  to  be  credited  to  the  city  in 
any  particular  month,  due  to  outages,  is  deducted 
from  the  monthly  bill  submitted  by  the  Gas 
Company. 

Rebates   are  always   requested   by   the  depart- 
ment for  all  outages  that  are  reported. 
Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC    SIGNS,   WARD    18. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  4,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  January  29,  1940,  concerning  the  erection  of 
"Stop"  and  "Enter"  signs  at  the  intersection  of 
Reservation  road  and  Business  street,  Ward  18, 
the  scene  of  many  recent  accidents. 
Respectfully, 

William  J.  Galvin, 
Acting  Mayor 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  February  27,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge receipt  of  Council  order  dated  January  29, 
1940,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  tc  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  erecting  'Stop'  and 
'Enter'  signs  at  the  intersection  of  Reservation 
road  and  Business  street,  Ward  18,  the  scene  of 
many  recent  accidents." 

The  records  in  this  office  show  that  four  motor 
vehicle  accidents  involving  personal  injury  have 
occurred  at  this  location  during  the  four  years  1936 
to  1939,  inclusive.  Happily  this  record  does  not 
establish  this  location  as  a  particularly  dangerous 
area. 

On  December  17,  1936,  we  erected  a  "  Slow"  sign 
in  Business  street  about  18  feet  east  of  Reservation 
road. 

We  do  not  consider  that  conditions  at  this  inter- 
section warrant  the  erection  of  signs  which  would 
require  all  motor  vehicles  approaching  the  inter- 
section to  stop  before  passing  through. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  BOYS  FOR  SNOW 
SHOVELING. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  4,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  February  19,  1940,  concerning  the  engaging  of 
high  school  boys  to  do  snow  shoveling. 
Respectfully, 

William  J.  Galvin. 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  2,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — This  is  in  reference  to  the 
following  order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  February  19: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
take  immediate  steps  to  reprimand  those  in  his 
department  who  are  responsible  for  engaging  boys 
of  high  school  age  to  do  snow  shoveling  with  the 
consequent  result  of  depriving  able-bodied  men, 
who  are  of  age,  getting  the  work  to  which 
said  men  are  entitled.  Many  of  the  men  so  de- 
prived are  married  and  fathers  of  families,  and 
distressingly  in  need  of  employment.  Be  it  em- 
phatically requested  that  the  said  commissioner 
take  such  steps  as  are  necessary  to  insure  the  im- 
possibility of  such  intolerable  unfairness  again 
occurring." 

The  foremen  in  charges  of  the  various  districts 
hired  the  emergency  workers  that  were  engaged  on 
snow  removal  work.  These  workers  were  selected 
in  the  order  in  which  they  reported  for  work;  the 
only  requisite  being  that  they  should  be  able- 
bodied.  That,  in  my  opinion,  was  the  fairest  way 
and  did  not  discriminate  against  anyone.  It  was 
impossible  to  determine  the  financial  status  of  an 
applicant.  The  age  of  an  applicant  certainly  could 
not  necessarily  be  considered  as  being  a  factor  in 
determining  his  need  of  employment. 
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The  foremen,  most  of  whom  worked  to  the  point 
of  exhaustion,  are  to  be  commended  for  the  loyalty 
and  conscientious  devotion  to  duty  that  they  ex- 
emplified in  the  work  necessitated  by  the  snow- 
storms of  February  14  and  20. 

Reprimanding    them    would    serve    no    purpose 
except  to  indicate  ungratefulness. 
Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


LIGHTING  CONDITIONS,  WARD  14. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  4,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I    transmit    herewith    letter    from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  February  5,  1940,  concerning  the  making 
of  a  survey  of  lighting  conditions  in  Ward  14. 
Respectfully, 

William  J.  Galvin, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  2,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — This  is  in  reference  to  the  fol-' 
lowing  order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  February  5: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  make  a  survey  of  lighting  conditions  in  Ward  14." 
There  is  no  reason  why  a  survey  should  be  made 
of  lighting  conditions  in  Ward  14  in  preference  to 
any  other  ward  in  the  city.  It  is  my  opinion  that 
the  streets  in  that  ward  are  lighted  as  adequately 
as  those  in  any  other  district. 

*  Aside  from  this  point,  it  is  impossible,  due  to  the 
existing  financial  condition  of  the  city,  for  the 
department  to  embark  on  any  extensive  program 
providing  for  additional  street  lights. 

While  none  of  the  residential  streets  in  the 
suburban  districts  of  the  city  could  be  considered 
as  "white  ways,"  they  are,  nevertheless,  lighted 
as  adequately  as  are  the  residential  streets  of  the 
cities  and  towns  in  Metropolitan  Boston,  and  in 
conformity  to  the  accepted  standard  of  street 
lighting  for  such  a  type  of  street. 
Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


EVACUATION   DAY   PARADE   ROUTE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  29,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  February  19,  1940,  concerning  the  inspection  of 
all  streets  included  in  the  route  of  the  Evacuation 
Day  Parade  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity  in 
order  that  all  holes  may  be  filled  and  the  streets 
cleaned  prior  to  March  16. 

Respectfully, 

William  J.  Galvin, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  2,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — This  is  in  reference  to  the  fol- 
lowing order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  February  19: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  inspect  all  streets  included  in  the  route  of  the 
Evacuation  Day  Parade  at  the  earliest  possible 
opportunity  in  order  that  all  holes  may  be  filled 
and  the  streets  cleaned  prior  to  March  16." 

All  streets  included  in  the  route  of  the  Evacua- 
tion Day  Parade  will  be  cleaned  and  the  necessary 


repairs  made  prior  to  the  scheduled  date  of  both 
the  "Horribles"   parade,   which,   I  understand,  is 
to  be  held   on   March   15,   and  the  dress  parade, 
which  is  to  be  held  on  March  16. 
Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


"STOP"    SIGNS,    MILTON   AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  4,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order  of 
January  29,  1940,  concerning  the  installation  of  a 
"Stop"  sign  on  Milton  avenue,  at  the  intersection 
of  Evans  street,  Dorchester,  Ward  17. 
Respectfully, 

William  J.  Galvin, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  February  27,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge receipt   of   Council   order  dated  January  29, 
1940,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
a  'Stop'  sign  on  Milton  avenue  at  the  intersection 
of  Evans  street,  Dorchester,  Ward  17." 

The  records  in  this  office  show  that  no  motor 
vehicle  accidents  involving  personal  injury  have 
occurred  at  the  intersection  of  Evans  street  and 
Milton  avenue  during  the  four  years  1936  to  1939, 
inclusive.  This  is  an  admirable  record  and  proves 
conclusively  that  no  serious  potential  traffic  hazard 
exists  at  this  location. 

We  do  not  believe  that  conditions  in  this  inter- 
section warrant  the  installation  of  "Stop"  signs. 
Respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Hickey, 

Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


YELLOW   LIGHTS,   AUDUBON   CIRCLE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  4,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order  of 
February  5,  1940,  concerning  the  placing  of  a 
yellow  signal  light  at  the  corner  of  Beacon  street 
and  Park  Drive. 

Respectfully, 

William  J.  Galvin, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  February  27,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge receipt  of   Council  order  dated  February  5, 
1940,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  directed  to 
place  a  yellow  signal  light  at  the  corner  of  Beacon 
street  and  Park  Drive." 

"  This  request  contemplates  amending  the  opera- 
tion of  the  traffic  signal  in  the  intersection  of 
Beacon  street  and  Park  Drive  (Audubon  Circle) 
by  adding  an  exclusive  pedestrian  period.  It  is 
the  opinion  of  the  engineers  of  this  commission 
that  the  volume  of  vehicular  traffic  passing  through 
this  intersection  is  so  great  that  all  of  the  traffic 
signal  time  is  required  for  vehicular  movements. 
Even  as  operated  at  present  there  are  many 
times  when  traffic  approaching  this  intersection 
is  seriously  delayed.  We  believe  that  the  intro- 
duction of  a  pedestrian  period,  which  would 
require  that  all  vehicular  traffic  must  stop  during 
the  period,  would  result  in  serious  congestion 
and  increase  rather  than  lessen  the  potential 
hazard  to  pedestrians'. 

To  substantiate  the  statement  that  the  present 
method  of  operating  this  signal  results  in  irksome 
delays  to  motorists  is  the  fact  that  we  have  been 
importuned    on    many    occasions    to    discontinue 
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the  signsl  completely  and  substitute  for  it  a 
rotary  movement  of  vehicular  traffic.  We  have 
consistently  refused  these  requests  because,  as 
is  well  known,  a  rotary  concept  permits  continuous 
vehicular  movements  and  therefore  provides  no 
safety  for  pedestrians. 

During  the  past  year  this  commission  sponsored, 
and  the  Public  Works  Department  installed, 
center  divisional  islands  in  Beacon  street.  The 
presence  of  this  island  has  made  the  longest 
pedestrian  crossing  in  the  intersection  much  safer 
than  before. 

For  the  above  reasons  it  is  our  sincere  belief 
that  the  present  method  of  operating  this  traffic 
signal  is  more  conducive  to  safety  than  would  be 
the  case  if  the  request  in  the  Council  order  were 
to  be  granted. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


FLOODING  OF  RONAN   PARK 
PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  4,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Park  Department  chairman  relative  to  your  order 
of  December  30,   1939,  concerning  the  flooding  of 
Ronan  Park  and  Ceylon  Street  Playground. 
Respectfully, 

William  J.  Galvin, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  January  10,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  January 
9,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  re- 
questing the  Park  Department  to  flood  Ronan 
Park  and  Ceylon  Street  Playground  for  skating 
purposes. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  neither  of  these 
places  are  graded  for  skating.  In  Ronan  Park, 
the  water  would  percolate  through  the  side  of  the 
hill  and  over  the  bank  if  we  attempted  to  flood  it. 
Ceylon  street  is  built  and  graded  towards 
Columbia  road. 

The  houses  on  both  of  these  places  are  kept 
open  for  the  use  of  those  using  the  playground, 
but  there  is  no  way  in  which  I  can  provide  skating 
in  either  of  these  places  without  a  very  large  ex- 
penditure of  money,  which  has  not  been  provided 
in  my  budget. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


SHOWER  BATHS,  CLARENCE  R.  EDWARDS 
SCHOOL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  4,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
School  Department  Superintendent  of  Construc- 
tion relative  to  your  order  of  January  29,  1940, 
concerning  the  arranging  for  the  installation  of 
shower  baths  at  the  Clarence  R.  Edwards  School. 
Respectfully, 

William  J.  Galvin, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Department  of  School  Buildings, 

February  14,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  order 
from  the  City  Council  requesting  installation  of 
shower  baths  at  the  Clarence  R.  Edwards  School. 
This  building  is  an  intermediate  school.  Under 
the  ruling  of  the  School  Committee  shower  bath 
equipment  as  such  is  not  standard  equipment  for 
intermediate  schools.  Until  the  standards  are 
changed  I  cannot  honor  a  requisition  for  shower 
baths  in  this  building. 

Very  truly  yours, 

James  J.  Mahar, 
Superintendent  of  Construction 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   RECEIVED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

H.  F.  Allen,  for  compensation  for  damage  to  car 
by  city  car. 

The  Arnold-Roberts  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  78  West  Second  street, 
caused  by  water  being  shut  off. 

Louise  M.  Atkinson,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

John  J.  Bach,  Jr.,  for  refund  on  Sunday  license. 

Frank  Balletto,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judgment 
issued  against  him. 

Catherine  J.  Burns,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Washington 
and  La  Grange  streets. 

Marcia  Cohen,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  car. 

Jack  and  Gladys  Cohen,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  fire  apparatus. 

Anne  Collins,  for  compensation  for  injuries  and 
damage  to  glasses  by  city  employee. 

Daniel  D.  Conway,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  ai  ■">  and  7 
Gardner  street. 

Mis.  T.  C.  Corliss,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Evans  street.  Dor- 
chester. 

Ellen  M.  Delaney.  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  137  Hamilton  street,  caused  by  snow 
tractor. 

Jeremiah  Dow,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

Dyer  &  Co.,  Inc.,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  1483  Dorchester  avenue,  caused  by 
water  being  shut  off. 

Arthur  Oilman,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

Cecilia  Hamhfield,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  60  Washington 
Street  North. 

Arnold  G.  Harms,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  fire  truck. 

Warren  I.  Higgins,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  345  Pond 
street. 

Vera  Howe,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  8  Myrtle  street,  caused  by  broken 
hydrant. 

Michael  Kaczka,  for  reimbursement  for  judg- 
ment issued  against  him. 

Michael  Kacska,  for  reimbursement  for  judg- 
ment issued  against  him. 

Michael  Kaczka,  for  reimbursement  for  judg- 
ment issued  against  him. 

Michael  Kaczka.  for  reimbursement  for  judg- 
ment issued  against  him. 

C.  J.  Knutson,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

Hazel  Leland.  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  772  Commonwealth 
avenue. 

William  Lovinger,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  8  Wellington  Hill 
street. 

Gladys  Mallard,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  litl  Washington 
Street  North. 

Patrick  J.  Manning,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of  duty  as  employee  of  Fire  Department. 

James  McEachern.  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Gurney  street. 
Roxbury. 

George  T.  McLaughlin  Company,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

John  J.  Monahan,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
ment issued  against  him. 

Joseph  H.  Monahan,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of  duty  as  employee  of  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. 

Remington  Rand,  Inc.,  to  be  paid  for  type- 
writer. 

Samuel  Rotondo,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judgment 
issued  against  him. 
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Samuel  Rotondo,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judgment 
issued  against  him. 

Samuel  Rotondo,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judgment 
issued  against  him. 

Florence  Schwartz,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Exeter  place  and 
Harrison  avenue. 

Margaret  C.  Tarbox,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Massa- 
chusetts avenue. 

Constance  Tyburc,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  60  Wash- 
ington Street  North. 

Regina  Tyburc,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  60  Washington 
Street  North. 

United  States  Trucking  Corporation,  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Bernard  Visnick,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

T.  R.  Wahlstrom,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  while  shoveling  snow. 

Margaret  Wallace,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Tremont  street. 

Frank  D.  Washburn,  Jr.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  police  car. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Skating  Club  of  Boston,  Skating  Club  Rink, 
March  7,  8,  9,  10. 

Edith  E.  Kelleher,  Dorchester  Plaza,  March  31. 

Edith  E.  Kelleher,  Ronan  Memorial  Hall,  March 
10. 

Evacuation  Committee  Celebration,  South 
Boston,  Municipal  Building,  March  12  and  13. 


Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 
Petition  of  Rapid  Transit,  Inc.,  for  license  to 
operate  motor  vehicles  Saratoga  street  from 
Winthrop-Boston  line,  over  Saratoga  street  to 
Bennington  street,  over  Bennington  street  to 
Chelsea  street  at  Day  square,  over  Chelsea  street 
from  Day  square  to  Sumner  street  at  Maverick 
square,  over  Sumner  street  from  Chelsea  street 
at  Maverick  square  to  Bremen  street,  over  Bremen 
street  to  Maverick  street,  over  Maverick  street  to 
Chelsea  street  at  Maverick  square;  from  the  inter- 
section of  Chelsea  street  and  Sumner  street  at 
Maverick  square  over  Sumner  street  to  Bremen 
street,  over  Bremen  street  from  Sumner  street  to 
Bennington  street  at  Day  square. 


BORROWING    CAPACITY    FOR    1940. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Sinking  Funds, 
February  13,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  93,  Acts  of  1891,  chapter  267,  Special 
Acts  of  1916,  and  chapter  225,  Acts  of  1931,  it  is 
estimated  that  the  amount  which  the  city  will  be 
able  to  borrow  during  the  present  municipal  year 
within  the  debt  limit  established  by  law,  is 
$9,209,006.51,  as  per  schedule  annexed. 
Respectfully, 
Guy  W.  Cox,  " 

P.    A.    O'CONNELL, 

John  E.  Hannigan, 
Wm.  Arthub  Dupee, 
Michael  H.  Cobcoran, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Sinking  Funds. 
Charles  J.  Fox, 

City  Auditor. 
James  J.  McCarthy, 

City  Treasurer. 


Debt  Incureing  Power  in  1940. 
Total  debt  incurring  power  within  the  debt  limit  (2J  per  cent  of  $1,543,610,935,  the  aver- 
age assessed  valuation  for  three  years,  less  abatements) 

Debts  incurred: 

Total  funded  debt,  City  and  County $154,116,600  00 

Funded  debt  outside  the  debt  limit  (debt  exempted  from  the  operation 
1     of  the  law  limiting  municipal  indebtedness) : 

City  debt 

Water  debt 

Traffic  Tunnel  debt 

Traffic  Tunnel  debt,  "Series  B" 

Traffic  Tunnel  debt,  "Series  C" 

County  debt : 

Rapid  Transit  debt 


$38,590,273  38 


$34,414,800  00 

92,000  00 

16,000,000  00 

3,000,000  00 

500,000  00 

1,837,000  00 

56,070,700  00 

$111,914,600  00 


Funded  debt  for  Public  Works  Administration  projects, 
issued  under  authority  of  chapter  366,  Acts  of 
1933,  as  amended  by  chapter  21,  Acts  of  1934.  . 


6,136,000  00 


Funded  debt  within  the  debt  limit . 
Offsets  to  funded  debt: 

Sinking  funds 

Less  sinking  funds  for  debt  outside  the  debt  limit : 


City 

Rapid  Transit 

Traffic  Tunnel 

Traffic  Tunnel  "Series  B,' 
Traffic  Tunnel,  "Series  C,' 


$5,259,833  96 

13,780,132  05 

•     666,912  63 

291,969  69 

34,026  54 


$22,690,762  78 


20,032,874  87 


Offsets  to  funded  debt  within  the  debt  limit. 


Net  indebtedness  within  the  debt  limit  December  31,  1939. 
Loans  authorized  but  not  issued  (within  the  debt  limit) 


118,050,600  00 
$36,066,000  00 


2,657,887  91 

$33,408,112  09 
395,000  00 


Used  debt  incurring  power  within  the  debt  limit 

Unused  debt  incurring  power  within  the  debt  limit,  January  1,  1940. 
Estimated  increase  during  the  year  by: 

Interest  on  Sinking  Fund  investments 

Appropriation  for  Sinking  Funds  for  debt  within  the  debt  limit.  .  . 

Serial  Bonds  redeemable  during  year 


$94,200  22 

70,145  00 

4,257,500  00 


33,803,112  09 
$4,787,161  29 


4,421,845  22 


Estimated  amount  of  indebtedness  that  may  legally  be  incurred  within  the  debt  limit 
during  the  municipal  year 

Placed  on  file. 


$9,209,006  51 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


THANKS     TO     FEDERAL     GOVERNMENT 
FOR   SNOW  ASSISTANCE. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  In  the  recent  snow  emergency,  the 
City  of  Boston  received  S50,000  from  the  Federal 
Government,  enabling  it  to  better  meet  the  severe 
and  unusual  hardships  of  the  snowstorm;  there- 
fore be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  express 
the  heartfelt  thanks  and  appreciation  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston  to  Congressman  John  W.  McCor- 
mack  and  Thomas  A.  Flaherty  for  their  speedy 
and  successful  efforts  in  obtaining  this  emergency 
relief. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC    SIGNS,    TALBOT    AND    WELLES 

AVENUES. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  To  have  the  Traffic  Department  survey 
Talbot  avenue  and  Welles  avenue,  to  erect  "Slow" 
signs  on  Talbot  avenue  and  Welles  avenue,  both 
sides,  also  "Stop"  signs  on  Welles  avenue,  entering 
Talbot  avenue  on  both  sides. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


DISTRIBUTION     OF     SNOW     SHOVELING 
JOBS   TO   WARDS. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  adopt  the  following  system  in  order  to 
provide  a  more  equitable  distribution  of  emer- 
gency snow  shoveling  jobs  amongst  the  citizens  of 
Boston's  twenty-two  wards. 

1.  Each  ward  shall  be  assigned  an  equitable 
proportion  of  the  total  number  of  jobs. 

2.  There  shall  be  at  least  one  regular  city 
worker  acting  as  assigning  officer  for  each  ward. 

3.  Each  applicant  for  a  job  shall  produce  a 
voter's  certificate  before  he  is  assigned  to  work. 

4.  The  assigning  officer  shall  hire  in  accordance 
with  the  policy  of  "First  come,  first  served." 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  have  intro- 
duced that  order  solely  because  of  what  has 
transpired  in  the  past  bringing  out  the  difficulties 
of  the  citizens  of  Boston  in  securing  snow  shoveling 
jobs.  As  I  understand  it,  in  some  wards  1,000  to 
2,000  men  were  put  at  work,  while  in  others  there 
were  only  50  or  100.  In  other  words,  there  was 
very  far  from  an  equitable  proportion  of  the  total 
number  of  jobs  assigned  to  each  ward.  When  it 
comes  to  taxation,  the  city  assessors  do  not  give 
preference  to  any  particular  ward.  Taxation  in 
Boston  and  elsewhere  is  imposed  on  the  basis  of 
popular  equality.  Everyone  is  taxed  the  same. 
In  view  of  this  and  other  serious  criticisms  of  the 
way  in  which  the  snow  shoveling  jobs  were  dis- 
tributed, I  have  introduced  this  order,  urging  the 
Mayor  to  adopt  some  such  system  as  I  have  here 
suggested.  I  know  of  no  better  way  of  ascertain- 
ing, for  instance,  whether  or  not  a  person  is  eligible 
for  such  work  than  through  the  suggestion  I  have 
made,  that  each  applicant  for  a  job  shall  produce 
a  voter's  certificate  before  he  is  assigned  to  work. 
It  has  been  called  to  my  attention  that  men  living 
outside  of  Boston  have  been  given  preference  in 
snow  shoveling  jobs  in  this  last  snowstorm.  If  at 
that  time  the  policy  had  been  observed  of  each 
applicant  producing  a  voting  certificate,  there 
would  have  been  no  such  trouble.  I  believe,  too, 
as  stated  in  my  order,  that  the  assignment  of  an 
equitable  number  of  snow  shoveling  jobs  to  each 
ward  and  having  at  least  one  regular  city  worker 
acting  as  assigning  officer  for  each  ward,  the  men 
being  hired  in  the  policy  of  "First  come,  first 
served,"  is  the  best  way  of  giving  everyone  a  fair 
chance  of  going  to  work.  I  sincerely  trust,  there- 
fore, Mr.  President,  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
will  recognize  the  importance  of  adopting  some 
such  system. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


REMOVAL  OF   SNOW   FROM    CITY 
SIDEWALKS. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  and  divi- 
sion engineer  of  the  Bridge  and  Ferry  Division  be 
requested,   through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  ar- 
range for  a  prompt  removal  of  the  snow  from  all 


sidewalks  under  their  jurisdiction  immediately 
upon  the  termination  of  future  snowstorms. 

Coun.  CHASE) — Mr.  President,  I  have  received 
a  good  many  complaints,  not  only  in  connection 
with  this  last  snowstorm  but  in  prior  snowstorms, 
about  city  officials  not  clearing  sidewalks  under 
their  jurisdiction.  We  all  know  there  is  a  law  to 
the  effect  that  within  a  certain  time  after  a  snow- 
storm home  owners  must  remove  snow  from  their 
sidewalks,  and  that  the  police  of  Boston  enforce 
that  law.  Nevertheless,  it  has  been  called  to  my 
attention  on  numerous  occasions  that  city  officials 
neglect  to  clean  sidewalks  under  their  jurisdiction. 
If  owners  and  private  citizens  are  obliged  to  clean 
their  sidewalks,  why  in  God's  heaven  shouldn't 
city  officials  clean  sidewalks  under  their  jurisdic- 
tion? I  know  of  places  on  Westland  avenue  and 
other  streets  where  for  four  or  five  days  after  a 
snowstorm  sidewalks  coming  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  city  officials  have  not  been  cleaned,  although 
individual  home  owners  and  private  citizens  are 
obliged  to  clean  their  sidewnlks.  The  same  is  true 
in  other  sections,  where  many  such  cases  have 
been  brought  to  the  attention  of  all  of  us.  Surely 
the  police  officials  should  not  penalize  or  force 
home  owners  to  clean  their  sidewalks  where  city 
officials  are  not  obliged  to  comply  with  the  law 
about  cleaning  sidewalks  coining  under  their  juris- 
diction. I  hope,  therefore,  that  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  will  most  emphatically  tell  these  depart- 
ment heads  to  be  sure  to  clean  sidewalks  under 
their  jurisdiction  immediately  on  termination  of 
future  snowstorms. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rules. 

Coun.  GOODE— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
say  a  few  words  on  the  first  order  presented  by  the 
councilor  from  the  Back  Bay. 

President  GALVIX — The  order  has  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Executive  Committee,  and  will  be 
discussed  and  considered  there. 

Coun.  GOODE— Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 


INCREASE   OF   SUPPLE MEXTARY   AID. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
immediately  look  into  the  matter  of  increasing 
the  supplementary  aid  to  those  individuals  or 
families  who  are  employed  in  private  industry  at 
very  low  rates  of  pay  and  are  absolutely  unable  to 
provide  the  bare  necessities  of  life  out  of  their 
meager  earnings. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  we  have  here 
in  the  city  quite  a  number  of  individuals  and 
families  who  are  reluctant  to  accept  public  aid  in 
full.  In  other  words,  they  are  to  a  certain  extent 
still  engaged  in  private  employment,  but  are  not 
being  paid  enough  to  properly  care  for  or  provide 
the  bare  necessities  of  life  for  themselves  and  their 
families.  I  think  this  i*  a  matter  that  should  be 
very  thoroughly  gone  into  by  the  Overseers  of 
Public  Welfare,  with  a  view  to  increasing  the  sup- 
plementary aid  to  such  individuals  or  families.  If 
such  supplementary  aid  were  increased,  I  am  quite 
sure  that  there  would  be  a  lessened  welfare  allot- 
ment, due  to  the  fact  that  there  are  many  people 
now  who  do  not  feel  that  they  can  resort  to  private 
employment  because  of  the  fact  that  in  doing  so 
they  are  lessening  their  chances  of  obtaining  wel- 
fare aid,  although  the  low  rate  of  pay  that  they 
are  receiving  in  private  industry  is  such  that  they 
are  absolutely  unable  to  provide  the  bare  necessi- 
ties of  life  out  of  their  meager  earnings.  I  believe 
we  should  encourage  private  employment  of  every 
individual,  in  so  far  as  is  possible,  because  such 
employment  to  a  certain  extent  helps  to  relieve 
our  welfare  load.  But  certainly  the  very  meager 
amounts  that  many  of  those  who  are  trying  to 
piece  out  with  private  employment  receive  is  not 
sufficient  to  take  care  of  their  families,  and  there- 
fore they  should  be  given  sufficient  supplementary 
aid  to  encourage  them  to  piece  out  their  income, 
in  so  far  as  they  are  able,  through  private  em- 
ployment. Therefore,  I  move  the  passage  of  this 
order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CASHING    OF    CHECKS   AT    CITY   YARDS. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,     through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  make  an   inquiry  into,  and    report  to 
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the  City  Council,  as  to  with  what  authority  an 
armored  car  or  any  individual  was  permitted 
to  cash  checks  of  snow  workers  at  city  yards. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  it  has  come 
to  my  attention  that  when  payment  by  check  was 
being  made  to  snow  shovelers  at  the  Highland 
street  yard  during  the  past  week  an  armored  car 
was  in  the  vicinity  cashing  certain  of  these  checks 
for  10  cents  each,  and  an  individual  was  present 
near  the  entrance  to  the  yard  who  was  charging 
50  cents  for  the  same  privilege.  We  read  in  the 
newspapers  of  painstaking  efforts  on  the  part  of 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner,  the  yard  foreman, 
City  Treasurer  McCarthy  and  his  assistant, 
Mr.  Swan,  in  an  attempt  to  disclose  any  under- 
handed methods  by  individuals  to  get  on  various 
pay  rolls  during  the  recent  heavy  snowstorm. 
To  this  extent  it  was  decided  to  adopt  a  system  of 
paying  by  check,  which,  because  of  the  necessity 
for  the  payee  to  make  proper  identification  of 
himself,  would  undoubtedly  assist  in  eliminating 
certain  racketeering  in  the  snow  shoveling  work. 
Any  possible  arresting  of  this  racketeering  was 
however  seriously  interfered  with  because  of 
the  presence  of  these  convenient  cashiers.  The 
aims  of  the  above-named  city  authorities  were 
definitely  defeated  therefore  and  I  accordingly 
ask  that  a  thorough  inquiry  be  made  to  ascertain 
what,  if  any,  collusion  was  intended,  and  if  so  to 
bring   those  responsible  to  account. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Coun.  TAYLOR  in  the  chair. 


NAMES    OF   PERSONS    RECEIVING    SNOW 
BUTTONS. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  furnish  the  City  Council  with  the  names 
of  the  persons,  other  than  the  yard  foremen,  who 
received  allotments  of  snow  buttons  for  distri- 
bution in  connection  with  recent  snow  removal 
work. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NUMBER   OF  MEN  WORKING   ON   SNOW 
REMOVAL. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  inform  the  City  Council  as  to  the  number  of 
men  placed  at  work  on  snow  removal,  incident  to 
the  recent  storm,  in  each  city  yard. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENT    FOR   TRUCKS   ON    SNOW 
REMOVAL. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  inform  the  City  Council  as  to  whether  or 
not  trucks  employed  on  W.  P.  A.  projects  were 
used  in  connection  with  recent  snow  removal  work 
and  were  receiving  pay  from  both  the  W.  P.  A. 
and  the  city  while  engaged  in  this  work. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SNOW     SHOVELERS     WORKING      UNDER 
DIFFERENT   NAMES. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  inform  the  City  Council  as  to  the  identity  of 
those  persons  who,  according  to  his  statement, 
worked  on  snow  removal  under  eight  or  nine 
different  names. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  the  reason 
why  I  introduced  this  order  requesting  this  infor- 
mation from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  is  because  the  press 
of  Boston  last  week  carried  the  story  that  the 
Public    Works    Commissioner,    after    a    thorough 


check-up,  had  found  certain  individuals  who  had 
worked  on  snow  removal  under  eight  or  nine  differ- 
ent names.  I  would  like  to  have  the  commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  make  known  those 
names. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CHECKING     OF     SNOW     SHOVELERS     BY 
FINANCE    COMMISSION. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Finance  Commission  be  re- 
quested to  investigate  and  check  from  the  Police 
List  all  the  names  and  addresses  of  men  who  re- 
ceived pay  for  snow  removal  work  incident  to  the 
recent  storm. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  just  a  word  on 
that  order.  The  reason  why  I  am  asking  the 
Finance  Commission  to  investigate  and  check  from 
the  Police  List  the  names  and  addresses  of  men 
who  received  pay  for  snow  removal  work  incident 
to  the  recent  storm,  is  because  of  a  statement  that 
has  been  issued  by  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner. He  claimed,  according  to  a  statement 
that  was  published  in  the  Boston  papers  last  week, 
that  there  were  men  who  improperly  received  pay 
for  snow  removal  work  in  the  recent  storm.  I 
know  that  in  my  own  district  there  were  cases  that 
would  bear  examination,  and  I  think  we  should 
have  the  names  and  addresses  of  such  men.  There 
were  men  who  collected  under  three  or  four  or  eight 
or  nine  names,  and  I  think  probably  the  Finance 
Commission  will  find  if  it  makes  an  investigation 
and  check-up  that  there  was  in  that  way  an  over- 
expenditure  by  the  city  of  perhaps  $60,000  or 
$100,000.  It  would  be  also  interesting  to  find  out 
whether  men  who  are  on  city  pay  rolls  benefited. 
Certainly  there  should  be  an  investigation  and  a 
check-up  from  the  Police  List  of  all  the  names  and 
addresses  of  men  who  received  pay  for  snow  re- 
moval work  in  the  recent  storm,  and  I  think  such 
an  investigation  by  the  Finance  Commission  will 
furnish  some  very  interesting  information. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


COMMITTEE    ON   SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.  ENGLERT,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and 
sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston 
for  the  month  of  March. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  under  the  law,  Coun.  GOTT- 
LIEB presiding  at  the  box  in  the  absence  of  the 
Mayor,  as  follows: 

Eighty-eight  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  April  1,  1940: 

Patrick  Boyle,  Ward  1;  Warren  Chase,  Ward  1; 
Joseph  E.  Dolan,  Ward  1;  Samuel  Frank,  Ward  1; 
Benjamin  F.  Jewkes,  Jr.,  Ward  1;  William  Francis 
Lawson,  Ward  1;  David  H.  Sachs,  Ward  1;  Wilfred 
J.  Sweeney,  Ward  1;  John  M.  Coyne,  Ward  2; 
John  J.  Farrell,  Ward  2;  James  G.  Mahoney 
Ward  2;  William  R.  Murphy,  Ward  2;  James  F 
Neville,  Ward  2;  James  J.  Brown,  Ward  3;  Carroll 
W.  Walters,  Ward  3;  John  D.  Brown,  Ward  4 
Charles  L.  Douglas,  Ward  4;  Richard  J.  Burton 
Ward  5;  Walter  T.  Hall;  Ward  5;  George  C 
McDonald,  Ward  5;  Oscar  I.  Sundberg,  Ward  5 
Clifford  H.  Young,  Ward  5;  Frank  E.  Banks 
Ward  6;  Oscar  E.  Lavoie,  Ward  6;  John  L.  Lenane 
Ward  6;  Paul  R.  Johnston,  Ward  7;  Henry  P 
Mahoney,  Ward  7;  Mathew  J.  Rosemond,  Ward  7 
Harry  J.  Wilde,  Ward  7;  John  C.  Zulon,  Ward  7 
Walter  F.  Brown,  Ward  8;  John  F.  McCabe,  Ward 
8;  Timothy  O'Rielly,  Jr.,  Ward  8;  Frank  B 
Smedile,  Ward  8;  Arnold  G.  Andersen,  Ward  9 
Neil  J.  Blaney,  Ward  9;  Joseph  W.  Fitzgerald 
Ward  9;  Joseph  F.  Galvin,  Ward  9;  Harry  Handler. 
Ward  9;  William  A.  Singer,  Ward  9;  Maurice 
Aherne,  Ward  10;  Charles  J.  Lynch,  Ward  10 
Thomas  J.  Gavin,  Ward  11;  Henry  F.  Getz 
Ward  11;  Carl  Schrader,  Ward  11;  John  W 
Dalton,  Ward  12;  James  M.  Gaffney,  Ward  12 
John  C.  Gentry,  Ward  12;  Henry  Smith,  Ward  12 
Joseph  P.  Doyle,  Ward  13;  William  E.  Dudley 
Ward  13;  Thomas  J.  Hannon,  Ward  13;  George  E 
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Parsons,  Ward  13;  Nathan  R.  Sohn,  Ward  13; 
Myer  H.  Fox,  Ward  14;  Hyman  A.  Hurwitz,  Ward 
14;  Abraham  H.  Roberts,  Ward  14;  Abraham 
Shapiro,  Ward  14;  Herbert  E.  Silk,  Ward  14; 
James  A.  Donohue,  Ward  15;  Francis  H.  Gorman, 
Ward  15;  William  J.  Hughes,  Ward  15;  John  H. 
Lanigan,  Ward  15;  Francis  A.  Seaverns,  Ward  15; 
Arthur  H.  Ward,  Ward  15;  Francis  P.  Hughes, 
Ward  16;  James  H.  Northall,  Ward  16;  Joseph  A. 
O'Neil,  Ward  16;  Edward  E.  Slattery,  Ward  16; 
Daniel  McGonigle,  Ward  17;  Alfred  Minehan, 
Ward  17;  Albert  B.  Card,  Ward  18;  John  F. 
LeBlanc,  Ward  18;  Arthur  F.  Connolly,  Ward  19; 
William  R.  Denny,  Ward  19;  Edward  F.  Gilchrist, 
Ward  19;  Charles  H.  Kennedy,  Ward  19;  William 
A.  Erlandson,  Ward  20;  Wilbur  W.  Johnson,  Ward 
20;  Frank  A.  Metz,  Ward  20;  Joel  R.  Nichols, 
Ward  20;  Lawrence  S.  Smith,  Ward  20;  Edward  I. 
Kaplan,  Ward  21;  Alfred  S.  Newhall,  Ward  21; 
Joseph  W.  Ratchford,  Ward  21;  John  J.  Ackerly, 
Ward  22;  Michael  Donovan,  Ward  22;  Charles  H. 
O'DonneU,  Ward  22. 

One  hundred  sixty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior 
Civil  Court,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  April  1,  1940: 

Herbert  C.  Cahill,  Ward  1;  Albert  J.  Calla- 
Ward  1;  Joseph  G.  Cancelieri,  Ward  1;  Charles  A. 
Donovan,  Ward  1;  Richard  J.  Hawes,  Ward  1; 
William  R.  Jacobs,  Ward  1;  Edgar  P.  McCormick, 
Ward  1;  William  L.  O'Brien,  Ward  1;  William  G. 
Rich,  Ward  1;  John  W.  Sorenson,  Ward  1; 
Patrick  E.  Haney,  Ward  2;  Frank  J.  Melville,  Ward 
2;  Patrick  Murphy,  Ward  2;  John  T.  Riordan, 
Ward  2;  Joseph  F.  Santos,  Ward  2;  John  J.  Walsh, 
Ward  2;  Michael  R.  Ambrosini,  Ward  3;  Ralph 
D.  B.  Hill,  Ward  3;  John  J.  Kennedy,  Ward  3; 
Meyer  L.  Miller,  Ward  3;  George  Rahwan,  Ward  3; 
Julius  Rosenberg,  Ward  3;  Silas  Silverman, 
Ward  3;  Michael  F.  Waldron,  Ward  3;  Melvin  G. 
Wesley,  Ward  3;  John  E.  Boyle,  Ward  4;  Jeremiah 
F.  Daley,  Ward  4;  Edward  W.  Egan,  Ward  4; 
Julius  C.  W.  Jones,  Ward  4;  Walter  H.  Lantz, 
Ward  4;  Frederick  J.  MacRae,  Ward  4;  Edward 
O'Neil,  Ward  4;  Frank  G.  Stephens,  Ward  4; 
Thomas  W.  Dalton,  Ward  5;  Frederick  L.  Good,  Jr., 
Ward  5;  Norman  V.  Jones,  Ward  5;  James  L. 
Little,  Jr.,  Ward  5;  George  A.  Marsh,  Ward  5; 
Frederick  A.  Porter,  Ward  5;  Henry  W.  Put- 
nam, Ward  5;  Richard  Stackpole,  Ward  5;  Ed- 
ward A.  Toronto,  Ward  5;  Martin  J.  Cahill, 
Ward  6;  Martin  Cummings,  Ward  6;  Anthony  G. 
Dolan,  Ward  6;  William  A.  Donovan,  Ward  6; 
James  F.  Carney,  Ward  7;  Thomas  F.  Carr, 
Ward  7;  Louis  Davidson,  Ward  7;  Chauncey 
W.  Evans,  Ward  7;  John  Joseph  McDonald, 
Ward  7;  Richard  J.  Whouley,  Ward  7;  Edward 
L.  Bessey,  Ward  8;  Herbert  R.  Clough,  Ward  8; 
Albert  C.  Hale,  Ward  8;  Arthur  H.  Hammond, 
Ward  8;  Harold  R.  Lynch,  Ward  8;  Stanley 
Martini,  Ward  8;  Lester  V.  Sullivan,  Ward  8; 
Ernest  L.  Walkup,  Ward  8;  Theodore  R.  Winters, 
Ward  8;  George  H.  Curtin,  Ward  9;  Francis 
H.  Donahue,  Ward  9;  George  W.  Hayes,  Ward 
9;  Raymond  F.  Irwin,  Ward  9;  James  F.  Morris, 
Ward  9;  William  R.  Cohen,  Ward  10;  Herbert 
H.  Elwell,  Ward  10;  Raymond  D.  Timmons, 
Ward  10;  John  J.  Young,  Ward  10;  Howard 
F.  Boates,  Ward  11;  Joseph  W.  Milliard,  Ward  11 
Thomas  J.  Riley,  Ward  11;  James  J.  Walsh,  Jr. 
Ward  11;  Thomas  F.  Conley,  Ward  12;  Anthony  W 
Gardner,  Ward  12;  Herbert  Home,  Ward  12 
William  E.  Myers,  Ward  12;  Michael  J.  Bennett 
Ward  13;  James  J.  Burns,  Ward  13;  Edwin  P 
Cashman,  Ward  13;  John  J.  Coughlin,  Jr.,  Ward  13 
James  F.  McDermott,  Jr.,  Ward  13;  Frederick  I 
Moore,  Ward  13;  Hyman  Goldman,  Ward  14 
David  Grossman,  Ward  14;  Norman  Kess,  Ward 
14;  Wilfred  T.  Lahey,  Ward  14;  Lorenzo  D. 
Merrill,  Ward  14;  Martin  J.  Shufro,  Ward  14 
Harry  Siegel,  Ward  14;  Samuel  Victor,  Ward  14 
Edward  L.  Weisberg,  Ward  14;  George  A.  Berube 
Ward  15;  Robert  J.  Burden,  Ward  15;  James  D 
Collins,  Ward  15;  Leo  F.  Galvin,  Ward  15 
Joseph  H.  Kelly,  Ward  15;  Jeremiah  Murnane 
Ward  15;  Maurice  Sullivan,  Ward  15;  James  W 
Crowley,  Ward  16;  George  A.  Fitzgerald,  Ward  16 
Charles  M.  Rusmaker,  Ward  16;  Patrick  H.  Learv 
Ward  16;  John  J.  Morris,  Ward  16;  Chester  G 
Theall,  Ward  16;  Thomas  E.  Abely,  Ward  17 
Joseph  A.  Caddoo,  Ward  17;  Frederick  L.  Cadigan 
Ward  17;  Herbert  L.  Falvey,  Ward  17;  Raymond 
F.  Fields,  Ward  17;  Joseph  D.  Griffin,  Ward  17 
Howard  G.  Jollimore,  Ward  17;  Daniel  H.  Mc- 
Nulty,  Ward  17;  Albert  J.  Towle,  Ward  17 
Edmund  J.  Brown,  Ward  18;  John  H.  Cunningham 
Ward  18;  Thomas  Green,  Jr.,  Ward  18;  Joseph  F 
Herget,  Ward  18;  William  J.  McCaffrey,  Ward  18 


Patrick  J.  Morris,  Ward  18;  James  H.  Sweeney, 
Ward  18;  John  Alconda,  Ward  19;  Harry  S. 
Connor,  Ward  19;  Francis  W.  Cronin,  Ward  19; 
Charles  E.  Donovan,  Ward  19;  Stephen  F.  Dowd. 
Ward  19;  Daniel  F.  Logue.  Ward  19;  Daniel  D. 
McCarthy,  Ward  19;  Arnold  S.  Meyer,  Ward  19; 
George  Reilly,  Ward  19;  Peter  H.  Scotland.  Ward 
19;  Ernest  B.  Bearisto,  Ward  20;  William  H. 
Burns,  Jr.,  Ward  20;  Carl  K.  Christensen,  Ward  20; 
Lawrence  E.  Clark,  Ward  20;  George  A.  Gilman. 
Ward  20;  William  D.  Hiegins,  Ward  20;  Edward 
C.  Keane,  Ward  20;  John  Leech,  Jr.,  Ward  20; 
Bernard  G.  Macy,  Ward  20;  Leo  G.  Magee,  Ward 
20;  Patrick  J.  MeGowan,  Ward  20;  Harvey  M. 
Tompkins,  Ward  20;  Robert  J.  Young.  Ward  20; 
James  J.  Cronin,  Ward  21;  Louis  B.  Decker, 
Ward  21;  George  H.  Flynn,  Ward  21;  Rufus  E. 
Garland,  Ward  21;  David  G.  Lewis,  Ward  21; 
James  Long,  Ward  21;  Charles  E.  Smart,  Ward  21; 
George  H.  Stebbins,  Ward  21;  Frank  Ward, 
Ward  21;  William  H.  Daly,  Ward  22;  Robert  J. 
Driscoll,  Ward  22;  Fred  H.  Felch,  Ward  22; 
Thomas  Monahan,  Ward  22;  Edward  A.  Morrissey, 
Jr.,  Ward  22;  Thomas  A.  O'Connell,  Ward  22; 
Thomas  K.  Sliney,  Ward  22. 


CLOSING  OF  CITY  HALL  ON  GOOD  FRIDAY. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  close  City  Hall  between  the  hours  of  twelve  noon 
and  5  p.  m.,  on  Good  Friday,  March  22,  1940. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NUMBER  OF  DAYS'  WORK  FOR  WELFARE 
RECIPIENTS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  SCANNELL  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered.  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
study  the  advisability  of  limiting  the  maximum 
number  of  days  for  welfare  recipients  to  work  in 
any  or  all  departments  to  four  days  in  any  one 
week  in  order  that  they  may  have  an  opportunity 
to  seek  private  employment. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  this  may 
appear  like  an  attempt  to  give  the  boys  who  are 
working  on  welfare  at  the  present  time  an  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  a  day  off,  although  that  is  not  the 
reason  for  the  order.  It  seems  to  me  that  under 
the  present  system  where  men  work  five  days  a 
week  for  the  small  amount  they  get  from  the 
Public  Welfare  Department,  it  has  a  tendency  to 
continue  them  on  welfare  work  in  perpetuity;  and 
this  order  is  introduced  in  order  to  give  them  a 
day  off,  so  that  they  can  go  and  look  for  a  job  in 
private  employment.  I  feel  that  if  this  order  is 
passed  and  it  becomes  the  policy  of  the  department 
to  give  one  day  off  for  this  purpose,  in  order  that 
the  men  may  have  an  opportunity  to  seek  private 
employment, — while  I  will  agree  that  some  will 
not  do  so, — it  will  afford  the  majority  of  the  men 
on  welfare  the  opportunity,  which  I  feel  that  most 
of  them  would  welcome,  to  go  out  and  look  for  a 
private  job  and  thereby  be  able  to  get  off  relief.  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  the  Body  will  adopt  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


WARD   22   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Publi ;  Works  Commissioner, 

through  his   Honor   the   Mayor,   be   requested   to 

lay  out  and  accept  Adair  road,  Ward  22,  under  the 

W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  paving  Leicester  street, 
Ward  22,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PRICE   OF   MILK. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  one  cent  per  quart  increase  in  the 

retail   price   of   milk   selling   in  the   Metropolitan 

Boston  Area  militates  against  the  best   interests 

of  Boston's  poor  and  needy;  and 


MARCH    4,    1940. 


82 


Whereas,  The  price  increase  has  been  of  special 
benefit  to  the  wholesalers  that  constitute  the 
"milk  trust";   and 

Whereas,  The  Massachusetts  Milk  Control 
Board  will  meet  tomorrow,  Tuesday,  March  5, 
1940,  to  discuss  the  advisability  of  rescinding  this 
price  increase;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  go  on  record  as  favoring  an  immediate 
rescission  of  the  milk  price  increase. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC   SIGNS,    WARD  9. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  arrange 
for  the  erection  of  "Slow"  signs  on  Columbus 
avenue,  Ward  9,  between  Camden  street  and 
Burke  street,  at  the  Carter  Playground. 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
automatic  "Stop"  signs  which  might  be  operated 
by  pedestrians  at  the  junction  of  Davenport 
street   and   Columbus  avenue,   Ward   9.  . 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


OVERCOATS   FOR   WELFARE 
DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  turn 
over  to  the  Welfare  Department  all  discarded 
overcoats  for  the  use  of  the  recipients. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  it  has 
been  recently  brought  to  my  attention  that  these 
discarded  overcoats  have  been  sent  to  the  Far 
East.  By  reason  of  the  fact  that  we  are  facing  a 
very  serious  situation,  because  of  the  financial 
problems  of  our  own  citizens,  I  believe  that  these 
overcoats  should  be  turned  over  to  the  Welfare 
Department  for  the  use  of  the  Welfare  recipients. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON 
ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  LYONS,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances,   submitted    the   following: 

1.  Report  on  ordinance  (referred  February  19) 
providing  for  licensing  of  indoor  hockey  or  basket- 
ball games  on  Lord's  Day  as  authorized  by  chapter 
109  of  Acts  of  1935 — recommending  passage  of 
ordinance  in  accompanying  new  draft,  viz.: 

An, Ordinance  Concerning  Sunday  Sports  Licenses 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Section  1.  Chapter  one  of  the  Ordinances  of 
1929,  concerning  professional  outdoor  sports  on 
the  Lord's  Day,  as  amended  by  chapter  one  of  the 
Ordinances  of  1931  and  chapters  one  and  two  of 
the  Ordinances  of  1935,  is  hereby  further  amended 
in  section  one  by  inserting  after  the  word  "games" 
in  the  third  line  of  said  section  the  words  "or 
indoor  hockey  or  indoor  basketball  games." 

Section  2.  Chapter  one  of  the  Ordinances  of 
1929,  as  amended  by  chapter  one  of  the  Ordinances 
of  1931  and  chapters  one  and  two  of  the  Ordinances 
of  1935,  is  hereby  further  amended  in  clause  four 
of  section  one  thereof  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"games"  at  the  end  of  the  third  line  thereof  the 
words,  "or  indoor  hockey  or  indoor  basketball 
games." 

Section  3.  Chapter  one  of  the  Ordinances  of 
1929  is  hereby  amended  in  section  one  by  striking 
out  clauses  5,  0,  7  and  8  set  forth  in  chapters  one 
and  two  of  the  Ordinances  of  1935,  and  inserting 
in  place  thereof  the  following: 

5.  The  license  fee  for  any  privately  owned 
park,  field  or  place  to  be  used  for  outdoor  athletic 
sports  on  the  Lord's  Day  for  the  term  or  any  part 
thereof  beginning  March  15  and  ending  with 
October  10  in  each  year  shall  be  $1,000  where  the 
seating  capacity  is  20,000  persons  or  more;  $500 
where  the  seating  capacity  is  10,000  to  20,000 
persons;  and  $100  where  the  seating  capacity  is 
less  than  10,000  persons;  and  for  the  term  or  any 


part  thereof  beginning  October  11  and  ending 
with  March  14  the  fee  shall  be  one-half  the  amount 
set  forth  in  the  foregoing  schedule  in  each  case. 

6.  The  license  fee  for  any  building  or  premises 
to  be  used  for  indoor  hockey  games  or  indoor 
basketball  games  on  the  Lord's  Day  for  the  term 
or  any  part  thereof  beginning  September  1  and 
ending  with  the  last  day  of  February  shall  be  $1,000 
where  the  seating  capacity  is  10,000  persons  or 
more;  $500  where  the  seating  capacity  is  5,000  to 
10,000  persons;  and  $100  where  the  seating  capacity 
is  less  than  5,000  persons;  and  for  the  term  or  any 
part  thereof  beginning  March  1  and  ending  with 
August  31  the  fee  shall  be  one-half  the  amount 
set  forth  in  the  foregoing  schedule  in  each  case. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  ordinance  in  the  new  draft. 

Coun  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  have  the  councilor  from  West  Roxbury 
(Coun.  Lyons)  explain  briefly,  if  he  will,  what  is 
the  present  ordinance,  as  well  as  the  proposed 
change. 

Coun.  LYONS — Mr.  President,  at  the  present 
time  nothing  is  paid  to  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
way  of  license  fees  for  indoor  hockey  or  basketball 
games,  and  nothing  is  paid  at  the  Boston  Garden 
for  Sunday  hockey.  This  proposed  ordinance  is 
to  cover  these  indoor  sports. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  January  29)  that 
position  of  telephone  operator  to  City  Council  be 
established  at  annual  salary  of  $1,600 — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  Chairman,  I 
move  that  the  Ordinance  Committee's  report 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  Chairman,  I  doubt 
the  vote  and  ask  for  a  roll  call) 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  yeas  5, 
nays  14: 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Fish,  Goode,  Shattuck, 
D.  F.  Sullivan— 5. 

Nays — Coun.  Coffey,  Englert,  Galvin,  Gottlieb, 
Hurley,  Hutchinson,  Langan,  Linehan,  Lyons, 
Russo,  Scannell,  M.  H.  Sullivan,  Taylor,  Wickes 
—14. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nance. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  Chairman,  I 
move  reference  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  declared  lost.  Coun. 
SULLIVAN  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Executive  Committee 
was  lost,  yeas  7,  nays  12:    . 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Fish,  Goode,  Langan, 
Shattuck,  D.  F.  Sullivan,  M.  H.  Sullivan— 7. 

Nays — Coun.  Coffey,  Englert,  Galvin,  Gottlieb, 
Hurley,  Hutchinson,  Linehan,  Lyons,  Russo, 
Scannell,  Taylor,  Wickes — 12. 

The  question  came  on.  the  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nance. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  Chairman,  the 
Council  has  been  in  existence  for  a  good  many 
years  and  has  never  had  any  need  for  a  switch- 
board up  to  the  present,  time.  There  is  no  need 
for  a  switchboard.  The  main  switchboard  in 
City  Hall  is  doing  a  very  good  job.  At  the  State 
House,  where  there  are  240  Representatives  and  40 
Senators,  there  is  no  switchboard  for  either  body. 
If  some  of  the  members  find  a  little  fault  with  the 
service  they  receive  here,  I  think  that  whatever 
defect  there  may  be  in  the  service  can  easily  be 
remedied.  Some  of  the  regularly  appointed 
switchboard  operators  who  have  been  here  working 
for  the  city  for  a  number,  of  years  are  not  getting 
$1,600  a  year.  This  is  certainly  no  time  to  create 
unnecessary  jobs  and  to  embarrass  the  Mayor  by 
passing  such  an  ordinance  and  sending  it  to  him 
for  signature  or  veto.  I  do  not  think,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  this  ordinance  should  pass. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  there  isn't  a 
member  of  this  Body  who,  if  he  desires  to  be  honest 
with  himself,  will  not  agree  that  there  is  already 
plenty  of  help  attached  to  the  City  Council. 
True  it  is  that  improvement  can  be  made  in  the 
telephone  system  in  use  in  the  Council  Chambers, 
but  I  certainly  don't,  feel  that  an  operator  is 
necessary  solely  for  this  purpose.  There  is  no 
question  in  my  mind  but  that  Mr.  Shillue  can 
capably  handle  this  job.  If  a  telephone  operator's 
job  is  to  be  created,  what  is  Mr.  Shillue  going  to 
do?  I  am  sure  there  is  not  sufficient  other  work 
here  to  warrant  the  continuance  of  his  position, 
if    we   are   to   have   a   switchboard    operator   too. 
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After  all,  there  are  only  twenty-two  members  of 
the  City  Council  and  there  is  no  day  in  the  week, 
with  the  possible  exception  of  meeting  time  on 
Monday,  when  anywhere  near  twenty-two  coun- 
cilors are  here  at  any  one  time.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  creation  of  a  position  that  is  reasonably 
necessary  but  this  is  positively  not  the  case  here. 
Some  sort  of  audition  system  can  be  installed  to 
be  operated  by  Mr.  Shillue  that  can  adequately 
take  care  of  our  telephone  requirements  and 
thereby  save  this  totally  unnecessary  expenditure. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON— Mr.  Chairman,  several 
people  have  told  me  at  times  that  they  have  called 
up  the  Council  Chamber  and  asked  for  me,  that 
somebody  has  answered  the  phone  and  that  they 
have  waited  fifteen  minutes  before  they  could  get 
me  on  the  telephone.  And  the  same  thing  has 
happened  with  other  members  of  the  Body.  Of 
course,  it  all  leads  to  a  great  deal  of  annoyance 
and  to  telephone  expense.  Frequently  my  wife 
will  tell  me  that  she  has  called  up  several  times 
before  she  is  able  to  get  in  touch  with  me  here  in 
the  Hall,  although  I  have  been  here  at  the  time 
perhaps  for  five  hours  on  a  steady  stretch.  I  do 
think  that  we  should  have  some  system  here  with 
a  switchboard  operator,  so  that  people  can  get  in 
touch  with  us  in  a  reasonable  time.  There  are 
many  who  wish  to  consult  us  in  trying  to  solve 
their  problems,  and  there  should  be  proper  service. 
It  seems  to  me  that  a  switchboard  operator  will 
solve  the  problem,  enabling  those  who  wish  to  get 
in  touch  with  members  of  the  Council  to  do  so  at 
all  times. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  Chairman,  I  heartily 
agree  with  Councilor  Hutchinson.  When  refer- 
ence is  made  to  telephones  at  the  State  House,  I 
think  there  is  no  comparison  between  the  duties  of 
representatives  there  and  councilors  of  the  City 
of  Boston  here.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  are  a 
number  of  attendants  up  there  at  the  State  House 
whose  duty  it  is  to  get  in  touch  with  Representa- 
tives or  Senators,  and  they  can  usually  do  so  with 
very  little  delay.  We  here  in  this  Body,  of  course, 
are  classified  as  errand  boys  for  our  constituents, 
and  we  are  continually  being  appealed  to  by  people 
all  over  the  city  to  do  things  that  these  people  are 
interested  in  having  done.  Personally  I  am  glad 
to  be  classed  as  an  errand  boy,  if  thereby  I  can  be 
of  any  assistance  to  my  constituents.  But  the 
result  down  here  is  that  we  are  appealed  to  at  all 
times  in  an  intimate  way  by  people  all  over  the 
city,  and  it  is  very  important  that  they  shall  be 
able  to  get  in  touch  with  us  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible.  I  think  a  switchboard  here  and  a  switch- 
board operator  are  very  much  needed  things  in  the 
interests  of  the  City  of  Boston,  especially  in  the 
interests  of  the  constituents  of  the  councilors,  and 
I  believe  if  this  system  is  installed  it  will  be  of  great 
benefit  to  the  people  of  our  district  and  a  great 
help  in  the  conduct  of  the  city's  business. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  Chairman,  even  if 
there  were  a  switchboard  installed  here,  it  might 
take  some  time  to  bring  the  desired  person  to  the 
telephone,  because  somebody  would  have  to  search 
around  for  him,  and  any  councilor  might  at  any 
time  be  in  any  part  of  the  building.  I  might  say 
that  I  served  in  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
eleven  years,  a  body  with  240  members,  whose 
duties  are  much  more  arduous  than  the  duties  of 
members  of  this  Council,  and  they  did  not  have  a 
switchboard  there  then  and  do  not  now.  I  believe 
that  the  telephone  calls  here  are  handled  efficiently 
through  the  messengers  of  the  Council  and  through 
the  booths  in  the  Council  lobby.  It  seems  to  me 
wholly  unnecessary  for  twenty-two  members  to 
establish  another  switchboard  system  in  this  Hall, 
which  already  has  a  switchboard.  It  seems  to  me 
particularly  unnecessary  when  the  Council  is  com- 
pared with  the  much  larger  body  on  the  Hill, 
which  is  confronted  with  much  more  important 
problems  and  which  during  the  time  it  is  sitting 
is  in  continuous  session.  As  I  say,  even  if  there 
were  a  switchboard  here  for  the  Council,  somebody 
would  have  to  search  the  building  for  the  particular 
councilor  who  was  desired,  and  there  would  be 
just  as  much  delay  in  getting  a  person  to  the 
phone  as  there  is  now  claimed  to  be.  Mr.  Shillue 
is  very  efficient  and  active  and  keeps  the  members 
informed  when  anybody  desires  to  get  in  touch 
with  them.  Therefore,  I  am  opposed  to  the 
ordinance. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe  the 
ordinance  should  pass.  This  is  no  reflection  on 
Mr.  Shillue  who  is  here  every  morning  at  ten 
o'clock  and  stays  until  five  in  the  afternoon,  but, 
while  he  is  very  efficient  and  active,  of  course  he 
cannot  be  on  the  spot  every  moment.     He  has 


other  duties  to  perform  and  he  has  occasionally  to 
go  out  to  lunch.  And  it  is  difficult  to  get  coun- 
cilors here  at  times,  with  the  business  that  the 
general  operators  of  the  Hall  have  to  perform.  I 
have  myself  lost  a  good  deal  of  time  in  trying  to 
get  in  touch  with  somebody  here  at  the  Hall.  I 
was  delayed  for  seven  or  eight  minutes  this  morn- 
ing. There  is  a  slowness  of  our  service  here  which 
cannot  be  helped  under  the  present  system.  I 
think,  therefore,  we  should  have  a  system  through 
wrhich  we  can  get  service.  We  could  obtain  such 
service  through  an  operator  for  the  Council.  As 
far  as  the  State  House  is  concerned,  I  am  a  member 
of  the  Legislature,  and  there  have  been  plenty  of 
occasions  when  I  have  lost  a  great  deal  of  time  up 
there,  and  when  those  trying  to  get  in  touch  with 
me  have  lost  time,  although,  of  course,  they  do 
have  a  number  of  messengers,  but  there  are  certain 
necessary  delays  at  times  when  you  cannot  leave 
the  chamber,  and  so  on,  and  when  you  have  to  get 
somebody  to  get  the  message  and  then  call  back. 
In  this  chamber,  however,  all  the  work  is  left  to 
Mr.  Shillue.  Certainly  our  work  would  be  very 
greatly  facilitated  and  much  more  efficiently  done 
if  we  had  a  switchboard  here  with  an  operator. 
Messages  would  then  be  taken  down,  and  there 
would  be  much  more  satisfaction  all  around.  I 
certainly  trust  that  the  ordinance  will  pass. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  Chairman,  I 
would  like  to  ask  the  councilor  from  Dorchester 
(Coun.  Hutchinson)  who  has  served  here  for  two 
full  years  in  the  Council  if  the  condition  he  speaks 
of  started  within  the  last  two  months,  and  whether 
the  necessity  for  creating  a  switchboard  for  the 
Council  has  only  just  become  apparent? 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON— Mr.  Chairman,  I  will 
Bay  that  the  situation  to  which  I  have  referred  has 
existed  for  a  long  time,  but  in  the  last  two  years 
there  has  been  so  much  work  going  on  here  in  the 
Hall  through  the  W.  P.  A.  projects  resulting  in 
our  meeting  at  Faneuil  Hall,  that  it  has  necessarily 
delayed  the  attempts  to  put  this  present  plan  into 
effect.  It  has  all  the  time  been  apparent,  however, 
that  something  should  be  done  and  when  we  have 
now  settled  down  here  after  the  W.  P.  A.  job,  in 
our  new  quarters,  it  is  clear,  I  think,  to  most  of  the 
members  that  the  time  has  arrived  to  take  the 
action  proposed. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  Chairman,  the 
need  of  some  such  action  has  been  apparent  for  a 
long  time.  I  know  that  my  constituents  have  had 
trouble  in  calling  me,  and  frequently  I  have  not 
received  the  messages.  In  the  desire  to  be  of  serv- 
ice to  the  people  of  my  district  I  brought  the 
situation  to  the  attention  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings,  and  he  took  it  into  consideration, 
thinking  that  there  might  be  something  done.  I 
certainly  trust  that  the  ordinance  will  be  passed, 
and  I  think  it  is  a  very  important  one  for  the 
members  of  this  Body. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  Chairman,  the  new  Coun- 
cil of  twenty-two  members  has  been  here  since 
1926,  and  for  fourteen  years  it  was  never  found 
necessary  to  install  a  switchboard  operator  here. 
True  it  is  that  very  recently  the  services  of  one  of 
the  W.  P.  A.  attaches  has  been  used  in  messenger 
scrviie.  but  I  don't  think  a  W.  P.  A.  project  per- 
mits messenger  service  here  as  a  part  of  that  proj- 
ect. One  might  think  that  we  covered  an  area 
here  of  four  or  five  square  miles.  We  simply  have 
four  rooms  and  it  will  not  take  a  fraction  of  a 
minute  to  find  any  member  who  is  in  or  about 
the  chamber.  I  certainly  feel  that  there  is  no 
need  of  a  switchboard  operator  for  the  Council, 
and  I  trust  that  the  ordinance  will  not  pass. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nance, and  Coun.  SCANNELL  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays.  The  clerk  called  the  roll,  and  the  ordi- 
nance was  declared  passed,  yeas  13,  nays  4: 

Yeas — Coun.  Coffey,  Englert,  Calvin,  Gottlieb, 
Hurley,  Hutchinson,  Linehan.  Lyons,  Russo, 
Scannell,  M.  H.  Sullivan,  Taylor.  Wickes— 13. 

Nays — Coun.  Carey,  Goode,  Shattuck,  D.  F. 
Sullivan — 4. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN 
moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  passage  of  the 
ordinance. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  declared  lost. 
Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  doubted  the  vote  and 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  the  passage  of  the 
ordinance  was  lost,  yeas  5.  nays  11: 

Yeas — Coun.  Chase,  Goode,  Kellv,  Shattuck, 
D.  F.  Sullivan— 5. 

Nays — Coun.  Coffey,  Englert,  Gottlieb,  Hurley, 
Hutchinson,  Lyons,  Russo,  Scannell,  M.  H. 
Sullivan,  Taylor,  Wickes — 11. 


MARCH    4,    1940. 
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OFFICIALS   PAID   BY   HOUSING 
AUTHORITY. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
be  requested  to  submit  promptly  to  the  City 
Auditor  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  chapter 
263  of  the  Acts  of  1938  the  semi-annual  lists  of 
paid  officials  and  employees  serving  the  Authority 
since  its  date  of  organization,  that  such  lists  be 
summarized  and  published  by  the  City  Auditor  in 
the  City  Record  as  a  supplement  to  past  semi-annual 
summary  tabulations,  and  that  future  lists  be 
provided  by  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  in 
accordance  with  the  time  schedule  established  by 
chapter  263  of  the  Acts  of  1938. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  have  in 
my  hand  a  copy  of  the  City  Record  of  March  2, 
on  the  front  page  of  which  is  a  tabulation  of  the 
number  of  paid  officials  and  employees  of  the  city, 
under  the  terms  of  chapter  263  of  the  Acts  of  1938. 
That  tabulation  does  not  include  the  employees 
of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  although  it 
does  include,  for  instance,  the  employees  of  the 
Port  Authority.  The  employees  of  the  Housing 
Authority  are  paid  by  the  City  of  Boston,  and  it 
would  seem  that  the  same  information  should  be 
given  with  regard  to  that  department  as  other 
departments  reported  in  the  City  Record  of  March 
2.  The  purpose  of  my  order  is  to  obtain  similar 
information  in  regard  to  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  that  is  furnished  in  regard  to  other 
departments. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON— Mr.  Chairman,  I  think 
the  salaries  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  are 
paid  from  money  given  by  the  Federal  Government 
and  that  the  money  given  by  the  city  does  not 
include  the  salaries  of  the  employees. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


MUNICIPAL  GYMNASIUM,  SOUTH  BOSTON. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  SCANNELL  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit 
a  W.  P.  A.  project  for  the  erection  of  a  municipal 
gymnasium  and  recreational  center  in  the  South 
Boston  district. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EVACUATION  DAY  PARADE  ROUTE. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  SCANNELL  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  arrange  for  the  removal  of  snow  from  all  streets 
along  the  route  of  the  Evacuation  Day  parade, 
which  is  to  be  held  on  March  16. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

By  direction  of  Chairman  TAYLOR  the  Council 
took  a  recess  at  3.35  p.  m.  The  members  re- 
assembled in  the  Council  Chamber  and  were  called 
to  order  by  Chairman  TAYLOR  at  4.02  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Skating  Club  of  Boston,  Skating  Club  Rink, 
March  7,  8,  9,  10;  Edith  E.  Kelleher,  Dorchester 
Plaza,  March  31;  Edith  E.  Kelleher,  Ronan 
Memorial  Hall,  March  10;  Evacuation  Committee 
Celebration,  South  Boston  Municipal  Building, 
South  Boston,  March  12  and  13, — recommending 
that  leave  be  granted  under  the  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  regulating 
assignment  of  snow  shovelers  —  that  same  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  CAREY,  the  Council  took 
from  the  calendar,  under  unfinished  business, 
Nos.  1  and  2,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  February  19,  1940,  of  John  Smyth,  to  be 
a  Constable  without  authority  to  serve  civil 
process  and  to  serve  without  bonds. 

2.  Action  on  appointment  of  Dominick  Di 
Nicola,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Russo  and  D.  F.  Sullivan.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  16,  yes  15,  no  1,  and  the  ap- 
pointments were  confirmed. 


REPAVING   OF   WARD    13    STREETS. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  with  smooth  pavement,  as 
W.  P.  A.  projects,  the  following  streets  in  Ward  13: 
Victor  street,  Brook  avenue. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONSTRUCTION    OF   WARD    16    STREETS. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
construct  Linwood  road,  Ward  16,  under  the 
W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
construct  Ashmont  park,  Ward  16,  under  the 
W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
construct  Lombard  street.  Ward  16,  under  the 
W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REGULATION   OF   "BEANO"   GAMES. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
inform  the  City  Council  whether  or  not  the  al- 
leged violations  of  the  so-called  "Beano"  games 
regulations  are  confined  to  the  Dorchester  district, 
and  if  not,  why  have  the  complaints  been,  centered 
on  that  particular  district.  -— 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  not  my 
intention,  or  at  least  my  hope,  that  I  shall  be 
labeled  as  an  opponent  of  the  Beano  games.  On 
the  contrary,  I  strongly  favor  the  thousands  of 
men  and  women  who  patronize  this  once  innocent 
and  harmless  pastime  being  allowed  to  continue 
to  do  so,  at  least  while  the  gates  of  the  horse  and 
dog  tracks  are  allowed  to  remain  open.  That 
order  speaks  for  itself,  and  I  am  not  going  into  a 
long  discussion  of  it.  I  merely  introduce  it  at 
this  time  because  tonight  and  for  the  balance  of 
the  week  the  closed  door  signs  will  be  up  on  all 
Beano  games  in  my  district,  namely,  at  the  Old 
Dorchester  Post,  the  Old  Dorchester  Post  Auxiliary, 
the  O'Connell  Post  and  the  Redberry  Council 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  Each  and  every  one 
of  those  games  are  not  only  sponsored  by  the 
organizations,  but  are  operated  by  members  of 
the  organizations.  I  know  that  Commissioner 
Timilty  recommended  some  time  ago  the  closing 
down  of  some  Beano  games  in  Boston,  and  the  only 
reason  he  gave  to  the  City  Censor,  for  whom  I 
hold  no  brief,  was  complaints  that  came  to  him. 
But  I  don't  believe  the  so-called  alleged  minor 
violations,  if  they  did  exist  in  these  organizations, 
were  sufficient  reason  for  Mr.  Timilty  to  recom- 
mend the  abolition  of  all  Beano.  That  is  the 
information  I  seek  in  this  order,  and  I  hope  it  will 
pass. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  Chairman,  I  too  am 
heartily  in  accord  with  the  councilor  from  Dor- 
chester in  this  matter.  I  probably  know  as  much 
about  Beano  as  anyone  in  the  state.  I  am  familiar 
with  its  start  in  the  state,  largely  in  connection 
with  local  church  organizations,  and  it  has  been 
taken  up  by  some  other  organizations  of  which  I 
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am  a  member.  As  the  gentleman  from  Dorchester 
says,  why  should  anybody  else  be  penalized  for  the 
way  in  which  some  of  these  games  are  run?  I 
believe  his  order  should  pass,  and  that  proper 
organizations  should  be  allowed  to  go  up  as  high 
as  $100  in  prizes.  As  the  councilor  says,  people 
can  go  to  the  horse  or  dog  races  and  bet  $2  on  each 
race,  without  limit,  and  still  organizations  that 
are  not  racketeering,  but  churches  and  fraternal 
organizations,  are  not  allowed  to  give  as  much  as 
$100  in  prizes  at  Beano  games. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PRIZES  AT   "BEANO"    GAMES. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Censor  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  allow  churches  or 
bona  fide  organizations  to  give  as  much  as  $100  in 
prizes  at  Beano  games. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  if  I  remember 
correctly,  and  I  am  subject  to  correction,  Cardinal 
O'Connell  a  few  months  back  urged  his  denomina- 
tion not  to  indulge  in  Beano  games.  I  don't  know 
of  any  other  religious  denomination  or  society 
conducting  Beano  games  today.  I  do  know  that 
we  have  a  considerable  number  of  Beano  games 
running  in  Boston  through  various  organizations 
which  are  supposedly  donating  a  substantial  part 
of  their  profits  to  charity,  although  I  personally 
question  whether  a  substantial  amount  in  some 
cases  is  being  donated  to  charity.  I  do  personally 
feel,  however,  that  inasmuch  as  the  City  Council 
has  no  authority  in  the  matter  of  granting  Beano 
licenses  and  inasmuch  as  the  matter  of  granting 
Beano  licenses  rests  wholly  with  the  Mayor  and 
not  with  the  City  Council,  we  should  not  urge  the 
City  Council,  through  the  Mayor,  to  increase  the 
permissible  amount  for  prizes  at  Beano  games.  I 
say  this  in  the  honest  belief  that  most  of  the  Beano 
games  in  Boston  today  are  conducted  by  rack- 
eteers, and  not  by  good  substantial  citizens  of 
Boston.  I  assert  this  in  view  of  the  fact  that  I 
know  of  more  than  one  case  where  people  on  wel- 
fare and  old  age  assistance  are  playing  these  games 
to  their  detriment.  I  know  of  more  than  one  case, 
Mr.  Chairman,  where  the  unfortunates  on  welfare 
and  old  age  assistance  have  used  money  that  should 
have  gone  to  their  landladies  or  for  food,  from  their 
week's  allowance,  for  Beano  games,  and  I  say  that 
the  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  do  not  desire 
to  put  up  with  such  a  condition.  I  certainly  feel 
that  Cardinal  O'Connell  would  not  have  given  out 
the  statement  that  he  is  reported  to  have  given 
out  about  three  months  ago  in  regard  to  Beano 
games  unless  there  was  something  wrong  with 
them.  And  so  I  say  we  should  not  go  on  record 
as  urging  his  Honor  to  do  anything  about  enlarging 
Beano  prizes  in  Boston. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  in  answer  to 
the  gentleman  from  the  Back  Bay  I  wish  to  make 
this  statement.  If  there  are  racketeers  in  this 
game,  they  are  not  in  my  town.  I  went  to  the 
Legislature  in  the  last  two  years  and  recommended 
that  Beano  be  allowed  to  give  at  least  $100  in 
prizes.  The  objection  to  Beano  is  simply  as  it  is 
conducted  by  some  of  the  racketeers,  and  that,  I 


understand,  is  what  Cardinal  O'Connell  had  par- 
ticularly in  mind,  not  as  it  is  being  carried  on  in 
some  of  the  church  societies  and  the  fraternal 
organizations,  such  as  the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  and 
other  societies  affiliated  with  the  church,  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  and  some  of  the  other 
fraternal  organizations.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
people  can  spend  a  pleasant  evening  which  will 
not  cost  them  over  75  cents  or  a  dollar,  have  a 
good  evening's  entertainment,  with  a  chance  of 
winning  reasonable  prizes,  and  the  money  goes  for 
some  good  purpose.  Of  course,  it  has  been  abused 
at  times  in  the  past  and  has  had  to  be  restricted. 
Where  there  used  to  be  prizes  as  high  as  $300,  it 
got  down  to  the  point  where  they  gave  cups, 
saucers  and  spoons.  But  there  is  no  reason  what- 
ever why  the  games  should  not  be  run  on  a  proper 
basis,  or  why  churches  or  bona  fide  organizations 
should  not  give  as  much  as  S100  in  prizes  at  Beano 
games.  There  is  certainly  no  Beano  racketeering 
in  my  town,  and  the  games  as  conducted  give  inno- 
cent pleasure,  recreation  and  entertainment. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  ENGLERT,  at 
4.45  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  March  11,  1940, 
at  2  p.  m. 


CORRECTION. 

In  the  Council  meeting  of  February  10,  1940, 
in  the  debate  on  "Investigation  of  Issuance  of 
Snow  Buttons,"  on  an  order  introduced  by  Coun. 
Coffey,  on  page  G4,  second  column,  at  the  end  of 
the  first  paragraph,  just  before  Coun.  Wickes' 
speech,  the  following  was  accidentally  omitted: 

Coun.  GOODE— Mr.  President,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  councilor  from  East  Boston 
(Coun.  Coffey)  has  an  axe  to  grind.  There  was 
an  emergency,  and  I  think  the  Mayor,  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Works  and  the  district  foreman 
made  the  best  of  a  bad  condition.  Personally,  I 
feel  that  the  situation  was  handled  in  the  best 
manner  possible,  under  the  circumstances,  and  I 
think  the  men  responsible  for  doing  it  are  to  be 
congratulated  upon  doing  as  good  a  job  as  they 
did. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  in  answer  to 
the  councilor  from  Ward  18,  I  wish  to  say  that  I 
have  no  personal  axe  to  grind,  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, but  that  a  telephone  employee  and  the 
man  I  have  referred  to,  from  the  Mayor's  office, 
apparently  had  charge  of  the  giving  out  of  the 
snow  buttons  in  East  Boston.  I  certainly  was 
unable  to  do  anything  for  men  whom  I  knew 
needed  the  work.  I  knew  a  number  of  cases  of 
family  men  who  were  out  of  employment  who 
needed  the  job  and  who  were  unable  to  get  it, 
one  a  man  with  seven  children,  who  along  with 
others  was  passed  by,  while  men  who  were  in  no 
such  great  need  were  put  at  work.  It  certainly 
is  high  time  that  something  should  be  done  about 
this  sort  of  thing,  and  in  the  near  future,  let  me 
say  in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  18 
(Coun.  Goode),  I  will  see  that  there  are  investiga- 
tions and  will  do  my  best  to  correct  a  situation 
that,  in  my  personal  opinion,  stinks  to  heaven. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  March  11,  1940. 
Regular   meeting    of   the    City    Council   in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m,,  President 
CALVIN  in  the  chair.     Absent,   Coun.  Gottlieb, 
Shattuck,  Wickes. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject,  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments,  viz.: 

Weighers  of  Goods:  P.  H.  Sheridan,  70  Alder 
street,  Waltham,  Mass.;  John  T.  Shanahan,  96 
Berkshire  street,  Cambridge,  Mass.;  John  Lowney, 
8  Washington  square,  Charlestown,  Mass. 

Weigher  of  Coal:  Thomas  T.  N.  Irwin,  420  Free- 
port  street,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


TRAFFIC   SIGNS,    WASHINGTON   STREET, 
WARD    17. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  11,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order  of 
January  29,  1940,  relative  to  the  erection  of  "  Slow  " 
signs  on  Washington  street,  Ward  17,  between 
Codman  square  and  Harvard  street. 

Respectfully , 
>  Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  February  29,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr. Mayor, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge receipt  of  Council  order  dated  January  29, 
1940,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
arrange  for  the  erection  of  'Slow'  signs  on  Wash- 
ington street,  Ward  17,  between  Codman  square 
and  Harvard  street." 

In  the  section  of  Washington  street,  between 
Codman  square  and  Harvard  street,  there  is  only 
one  heavily-traveled  through  cross  street,  namely, 
Park  street. 

It  is  our  understanding  that  the  principal  reason 
for  requesting  warning  signs  in  this  area  was  to 
protect,  children  attending  the  Lucy  Stone  Sihool 
for  Backward  Children.  The  school  is  located  in 
the  south  side  of  Park  street,  just  east  of  Washing- 
ton street.  At  present  we  are  maintaining  five 
warning  signs,  three  of  the  "Slow"  and  two  of  the 
"School  Zone"  type,  in  the  approaches  to  the 
intersection  of  Park  street  and  Washington  street. 

We  believe  this  number  to  be  adequate  for 
conditions  in  the  area. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


VETO  OF  DRIVEWAY  OPENING. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  11,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved  and 
without  my  signature,  permit  for  driveway  opening 
at  655-665  Commonwealth  avenue. 

In  my  opinion  it  would  be  against  the  general 
interests  of  the  public  to  grant  the  permit  petitioned 
for  at  this  particular  location  and  for  this  reason 
I  am  constrained  to  veto  the  permit. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


SALE   OF   CAST-IRON   PIPE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston , 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  11,  1940. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  informed  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  that  during, the  present 
year  the  Public  Works  Department  will  have 
available  for  sale  approximately  3,500  linear  feet 
of  36-inch  cast-iron  pipe  and  3,500  linear  feet  of 
30-inch  cast-iron  pipe. 

The  commissioner  has  advised  me  that  he  has 
received  bids,  after  publicly  advertising  therefor 
in  the  City  Record,  and  that  the  highest  bidder 
has  quoted  a  price,  based  upon  the  foregoing 
estimated  quantities,  of  $11,865. 

I    therefore    recommend     passage    of    the    ac- 
companying order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  8,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — During  the'  present  year 
this  department,  under  W.  P.  A.  projects,  will 
replace  certain  cast-iron  water  pipes  in  Tremont 
street,  between  Kendall  street  and  Arlington 
square. 

In  so  doing,  the  present  pipe  will  be  removed 
and  thereafter  will  have  a  junk  value  only.  I 
estimate  that  there  will  be  so  removed  about 
3,500  linear  feet  of  36-inch  cast-iron  pipe  and 
about  3,500  linear  feet  of  30-inch  cast-iron  pipe. 

This  pipe  will  be  of  no  further  use  to,  and  is  not 
required  by,  this  department.  Therefore  it  is  my 
opinion  that  it  should  be  sold.  Accordingly  I 
have  obtained  bids  after  publicly  advertising 
therefor  in  the  City  Record.  These  bids  were 
opened  on  February  23,  1940,  and  the  highest 
bidder  has  quoted  a  price,  based  upon  the  fore- 
going estimated  quantities,  of  $11,865. 

I  respectfully  request  that  your  Honor  submit  the 
inclosed  order  to  the  City  Council  for  consideration 
and  passage  by  that  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  sell  to  the  highest 
bidder,  in  accordance  with  bids  received  after 
public  advertising,  which  bids  were  opened  on 
February  23,  1940,  approximately  3,500  linear 
feet  of  36-inch  cast-iron  pipe  and  approximately 
3,500  linear  feet  of  30-inch  cast-iron  pipe,  which 
pipe  is  not  required  by  the  Department  of  Public 
Works. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


DELIVERIES    OF    FUEL    OIL    AND     COAL. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  March  11,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,: — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Public  Welfare  Department  rela- 
tive to  your  order  of  January  2,  1940,  concerning 
an  investigation  into  the  deliveries  of  fuel  oil  and 
coal  to  recipients  of  Old  Age  Assistance  and 
Welfare  aid. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  i.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston , 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 

February  27,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mavor  of  Boston. 
Attention  of  Mr.  William  T.  Doyle. 

Dear  Sir,— This  department  lias  received 
your  communication  with  inclosed  copy  of  an 
older  from  the  City  Council,  dated  January 
2,  1940,  reading  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Director  of  Public  Wel- 
fare be  requested  to  make  an  immediate  investiga- 
tion into  the  deliveries  of  fuel  oil  and  coal  to 
recipients    of    Old    Age    Assistance    and    Welfare 
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aid  with  a  view  to  arranging  a  schedule  whereby 
such  recipients  will  not  be  made  to  suffer  during 
the  cold  weather  through  failure  to  make  prompt 
deliveries." 

In  reply  may  I  state  that  most  of  the  referrals 
made  to  the  Welfare  Department  for  distribu- 
tion of  fuel  have  been  from  those  who  use  fuel 
oil.  '  The  distribution  of  oil  in  the  winter  months 
is  on  a  basis  of  seventy-five  gallons  per  month. 
Because  of  the  fact  that  many  people  do  not  have 
containers  which  are  able  to  take  the  full  seventy- 
five  gallons  on  the  first  delivery,  several  deliveries 
have  to  be  made  in  order  to  insure  a  sufficient 
amount   of   fuel   for   the   individual   or   family. 

We  have  worked  out  with  the  fuel  companies  a 
system  whereby  the  requisitions  for  fuel  will  be 
sent  out  early  in  each  month  and  the  companies 
asked  to  cooperate  on  the  basis  of  seeing  to  it 
that  a  constant  supply  is  always  at  hand. 

We  have  had  practically  no  complaint  on  the 
question  of  coal  delivery  which  is  done  on  the 
basis  of  one-half  a  ton  a  month  during  the  winter 
time. 

If  in  any  case  there  is  an  emergency  for  fuel, 
either  the  person  affected  himself  or  the  social 
worker  calls  in  immediately  to  the  central  office 
at  43  Hawkins  street  and,  on  receipt  of  such 
notification,  the  companies  are  advised  to  meet 
the  emergency  that  has  arisen. 

Fully  do  we  realize  our  obligation  to  see  to  it 
that  people  do  not  suffer  because  of  lack  of  fuel 
delivery  and  we  are  constantly  impressing  the 
companies  to  make  sure  that  a  steady  supply  of 
fuel  is  given  to  all  people.  May  I  add  that  during 
the  month  of  February  referrals  for  fuel  distribu- 
tion, despite  weather  conditions,  were  very  few. 


It  is  my  sincere  trust  that  during  the  balance 
of  the  winter  season  we  will  be  able  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  people  affected  in  a  manner  that  is 
satisfactory  to  all. 

Respectfully, 
William  G.  O'Hare,  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


PROBABLE   EXPENDITURES   AND 
RECEIPTS   OF   CITY. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  March  11,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  reply  to  your  order  of  Febru- 
ary 19,  1940,  I  submit  herewith  a  statement  of 
the  probable  expenditures  and  receipts  of  the 
city  for  the  year  1940,  as  estimated  by  the  finan- 
cial officers  of  the  city. 

Many  of  the  items,  of  course,  are  pure  estimates 
and  while  the  statement  indicates  a  possible 
tax  rate  of  $41.50,  I  am  hopeful  that  I  will  be 
able  before  the  final  announcement  of  the  rate 
to  reduce  it  to  some  extent. 

It  should  be  noticed  that  the  increase  in  the 
rate  indicated  by  these  figures  is  to  a  large  extent 
due  to  the  cost  of  snow  removal,  amounting  to 
SI, 100, 000,  a  decrease  in  the  payments  to  the 
City  from  the  State  of  $1,200,000  and  a  continued 
decrease  in  real  estate  valuations. 


Respectfully. 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


Two-Year  Tax  Kate  Comparison. 


1939. 


1940 

Estimate. 


Warrants  and  Appropriations: 

City  Departments 

Snow  Removal 

County  Departments 

School  Department 

Debt  Service  Charges  . 

Pension  Accumulation  Fund 

Sumner  Tunnel  Deficit 

State  Tax 

Other  State  Assessments 

Metropolitan  District  Assessments 

Elevated  Deficit 

Governor  Square  Subway  Rental  Deficit. 
1938  State  Assessments  Underestimated. 


Totals 


Credits  and  Deductions: 

Departmental  Revenues 

School  Surplus  and  Income 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax 

Poll  Tax 

Corporation  Tax 

Income  Tax 

State  Highway  Fund  Distributions 

Traffic  Tunnel  Reimbursement 

Tax  Title  Interest  Refund 

Reimbursement  on  account  State-Owned  Land . 

1939  State  Assessments,  Overestimates 

Excess  State  Tax  Funding  Loan 

Municipal  Relief  Loan 


Totals 


Net  Requirements . 
Overlay  (4%) 


Real  and  Personal  Property  Tax. 

Assessed  Valuations 

Tax  Rate 


$39,540 

425 

3,676 

16,563 

10,420 

2,031 

437 

4,299 

25 

1 ,438 

1,941 

113 

2,116, 


349  16 
000  00 
,311  56 
,608  68 
991  (I!) 
703  00 
868  91 
480  00 
467  10 
932  43 
707  51 
937  06 
008  68 


$83,031,365  18 


$7,576,486  79 

1,207,668  31 

900,000  00 

504,788  00 

789,374  57 

3,719,751   98 

3,259,029  87 

50,000  00 

66,372   19 

53,124  82 

1,500,000  00 
4,905,000  00 


$24,531,590  53 


$58,499,768  65 
2,339,990  75 


$60,839,759  40 


$1,524,806,000  00 


$39  90 


$39,625,651  26 

1.100,000  00 

3.638.862  32 

16,541,981  00 

11.1157,679  70 

2,070,000  00 

365,045  61 

3,821,760  00 

25,421  73 

1,201,378  05 

1.826,240  98 

114,000  00 


$81,388,020  65 


$8,300 

1,070 

875 

500 

789 

3,559 

2,064 

50 

50 

53 

190 


000  00 
,981  00 
,000  00 
000  00 
374  57 
,841  24 
,729  87 
000  00 
000  00 
864  72 
952  91 


4,010,000  00 


$21,514,744  31 


$59,873,276  34 
2,394,931  05 


$62,268,207  39 


51,500,000,000  00 


$41  50 


Placed  on  file. 


MARCH    11,     1940. 
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SIDEWALK,    BELVIDERE  STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  11,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  February  5,  1940,  concerning  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  sidewalk  on  Belvidere  street  which 
begins  in  front  of  St.  Cecilia's  Church  and  ends 
at  Dalton  street.  , 

Respectfully, 
Maubice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  1,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor  Office. 
Dear   Mr.   Doyle, — This  is  in  reference  to  the 
following  order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  February  5  of  the  current  year: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  reconstruct  the  sidewalk  on  Belvidere  street 
which  begins  in  front  of  St.  Cecilia's  Church  and 
ends  at  Dalton  street,  with  artificial  stone,  said 
work  to  be  done  under  a  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  con- 
struction." 

A  project  will  be  submitted  to  the  W.  P.  A. 
authorities  for  the  removal  of  the  existing  brick 
sidewalk  and  the  substituting  therefor  of  an  art- 
ficial  stone  sidewalk  on  that  section  of  Belvidere 
street  as  referred  to  in  the  above  Council  order.  ' 
I  contemplate  starting  actual  construction  work 
on  this  project  some  time  this  spring. 
Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Samuel  A.  Abraham,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  city  truck. 

Helen  Bowers,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  57  Circuit  street. 

Irving  E.  Carter,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Arborway 
and  South  street. 

Samuel  P.  Chiplovitz,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  ear  by  ash  truck. 

Marion  M.  Collins,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  ?n  alleged  defect  at  Bowdoin  and 
Hamilton  streets. 

William  Contillo,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  coat  while  working  on  snow  removal  job. 

Charles  W.  Critch,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  fire  engine. 

V.  J.  Grande  Company,  to  be  paid  for  removing 
piles  on  Albany  Street  Bridge. 

Andrew  Jefferian,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  police  car. 

Dennis  F.  Kearney,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  by  Fire  Department. 

I.  Lappin  Wall  Paper  Company,  for, compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  property  at  120  Staniford 
street,  caused  by  break  in  water  main. 

Felix  A.  Marcella  and  Clair  DeLeo,  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  property  at  94  Havre 
street,  caused  by  water  in  cellar. 

Ann  McCauley,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  City  Hospital. 

Millen  Architectural  Iron  Works,  to  be  reim- 
bursed for  removal  of  goods  by  Public  Buildings 
Department. 

Joseph  M.  Ray,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
truck  by  city  truck. 

James  St.  Angelo,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  car. 

Esther  Silverstein,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Daisy  Stafford,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Green  street. 

Maxwell  L.  Stearns,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  cart. 

Francis  V.  Sullivan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  car. 

Irving  Goldstein,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  truck  by  city  truck. 

George  W.  Schryver,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  snowplow. 


Committee  on  Licenses. 

Petitions  for  driveway  openings  as  follows: 

Shell  Oil  Company,  Walk  Hill  street,  Ward  19. 

Petitions  for  license  to  operate  motor  vehicles: 

Warwick  Coach  Lines,  Inc.,  for  license  to  operate 
motor  vehicles  from  Boston-Winthrop  line  over 
Saratoga  street  to  Boardman  street  and  return 
over  same  route. 

Petition  of  Warwick  Coach  Lines,  Inc.,  for 
license  to  operate  motor  vehicles  from  Winthrop- 
Boston  line  along  Saratoga  street  to  Bennington 
street,  on  Bennington  street  to  Chelsea  street  at 
Day  square,  along  Chelsea  street  from  Day  square 
to  Sumner  street  at  Maverick  square,  along 
Sumner  street  to  Bremen  street,  along  Bremen 
street  to  Maverick  street,  along  Maverick  street 
to  Chelsea  street  at  Maverick  square,  and  return 
over  Chelsea  street  and  Bennington  street  to 
Saratoga  street  and  the  Winthrop-Boston  line. 

Petition  of  Winthrop  Transportation  Company) 
Inc.,  for  license  to  operate  motor  vehicles  from 
Winthrop  line  to  Saratoga  street  to  Bennington 
street  to  Bremen  street  to  Maverick  street  to 
Chelsea  street  to  Lewis  street  to  South  Ferry  and 
return  over  same  route,  stopping  at  South  Ferry 
and  Maverick  Square  Station  going  in  both 
directions. 

Petition  of  Winthrop  Transportation  Company, 
Inc.,  for  license  to  operate  motor  vehicles  from  site 
of  Haymarket  Square  Relief  Station  in  Boston, 
Haymarket  square,  Boston,  to  Cross  street  to  and 
through  the  Sumner  Tunnel  to  Porter  street,  to 
Chelsea  street  to  Bennington  street  to  Saratoga 
street  to  Winthrop  line,  then  around  Winthrop 
on  certain  streets  designated  by  the  town  of 
Winthrop  and  return  to  Boston  the  same  way  and 
to  the  same  destination. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

Applications  for  minors'  licenses  were  received 
from  forty-four  newsboys  and  six  bootblacks. 
Approved  by  the  Council. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  Thomas  Mcintosh,  70 
Portland  street  (referred  January  15)  for  driveway 
opening. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 


ACCOUNTS   OF   WATER   INCOME 
DIVISION. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Collector  be  requested 
Jo  advise  the  City  Council: 

1.  What  is  the  present  system  used  for  keeping 
accounts  in  the  Water  Income  Division? 

2.  What  control  collection  system  have  you 
over  the  individual  account  of  a  water  customer? 

3.  What  control  system  have  you  in  knowing 
reasonably  accurately  what  the  outstanding  daily, 
weekly,  monthly,  quarterly,  or  yearly  balance  is  in 
the  Water  Income  Division? 

.    4.     When  were  the  books  in  the  Water  Income 
Division  last  balanced? 

5.  The  recent  Boston  Municipal  Letter  pub- 
lished by  the  Committee  on  Municipal  Finance 
of  the  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  stated  that 
there  was  a  surplus  of  $869,200  in  Water  Income 
Division  at  the  end  of  1939,  and  $054,999  at  the 
end  of  1938.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  word 
"surplus"  in  this  case? 

6.  Is  it  not  true  that  water  is  a  commodity 
sold  to  the  public  by  the  city  at  a  figure  estimated 
to  cover  the  cost  charged  by  the  Metropolitan 
District  for  the  water  supplied,  plus  the  incidental 
expense  necessary  to  the  supplying  of  this  com- 
modity to  the  public? 

7.  Are  the  above  figures  arrived  at  by  adding 
together  the  cost  of  the  water  by  the  Metropolitan 
Water  Commission,  plus  the  cost  of  supplying  it 
to  the  city,  or  is  it  actually  an  excess  of  receipts 
over  the  cost  of  the  water  supplied? 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Coun.  CAREY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
have  this  order  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  would  ask  that  City  Collector  Thomp- 
son be  invited  to  appear. 

Coun.  Carey's  motion  was  carried,  and  the  order 
was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ELEVATOR   SERVICE,    SAVIN    STREET 
HEALTH   UNIT. 

Coun.  TAYLOR  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Health  Commissioner  be  in- 
structed, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  resume 
elevator  service  at  the  Savin  Street  Health  Unit. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  I  have  been 
informed  that  while  the  elevator  service  at  the 
Savin  Street  Health  Unit  was  shut  down,  for 
economic  reasons,  recently,  a  woman  walking  up 
2J  flights  of  stairs,  with  a  child,  fell  and  was  hurt, 
and  is  in  bad  physical  condition.  The  elevator  is 
an  automatic  one,  and  it  does  not  seem  that  much 
could  be  saved  by  discontinuing  it;  and  I  think, 
anyway,  that  that  is  a  very  poor  place  to  try  to 
save  money.  In  this  order  I  am  simply  asking 
that  the  Health  Commissioner  be  instructed, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  resume  the 
elevator  service. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


WARD  18  IMPROVEMENTS. 
Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Maynard 
street,  between  Dale  street  and  Metropolitan 
avenue,  in  the  Roslindale  section  of  Ward  18. 
under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  paving  that  section  of 
Fairmount  avenue  from  Logan  square  to  Fair- 
mount  hill,  Ward  18,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of 
construction. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Augustus 
avenue,  between  Metropolitan  avenue  and  Whit- 
ford  street,  in  the  Roslindale  section  of  Ward  IS, 
under  the  W.   P.  A.   type  of  construction. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SICK   LEAVE   FOR   HOSPITAL 
EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  extend  two  weeks'  sick  leave  to  hospital 
employees. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  it 
has  been  the  custom  with  hospital  employees, 
prior  to  the  term  of  office  of  the  present  trustees 
of  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  to  give  a  two  weeks' 
sick  leave  to  the  hospital  employees.  I  believe 
that  that  two  weeks  on  sick  leave  has  now  been 
reduced  to  one  week.  In  most  of  the  depart- 
ments, Mr.  President,  the  city  employees  are  given 
two  weeks'  sick  leave,  and  I  think  that  sick  leave 
should  also  be  granted  to  employees  of  the  City 
Hospital.  I  have  therefore  introduced  this  order 
asking  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  take  the  matter 
up  with  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
and  see  if  two  weeks'  sick  leave  cannot  be  granted. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SKELETON   FORCE,   MARCH    16. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  and  LINEHAN 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  authorizing  a 
skeleton  force  of  city  employees  on  March  16  in 
order  that  city  workers  may  be  permitted  to  attend 
the  celebration  of  St.  Patrick's  Day  in  South 
Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SKELETON    FORCE,    MARCH   23. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  authorizing  a  skele- 
ton force  of  city  employees  on  Easter  Saturday, 
March  23. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


IMPROVEMENTS.    MARINE    PARK. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit 
a  W.  P.  A.  project  for  reseeding  the  grounds, 
repairing  the  dilapidated  bandstand,  etc..  at 
Marine  Park,  South  Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BASEBALL     DIAMOND,     SOUTH     BOSTON". 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make  a 
baseball  diamond  on  the  grounds  adjacent  to  the 
aquarium,  South  Boston,  the  work  to  lie  done  as  a 
W.  P   A.  project. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SURVEF  OF  WEST  END  FOR   PLAY- 
GROUND. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioners  anil  the 
uu-tees  of  the  George  Robert  White  Fund  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
a  survey  of  the  West  End  section  of  Boston. 
between  Bowdoin  square.  Staniford  street  and 
Merrimac  street,  to  determine  the  possibility  of 
establishing  and  -electing  a  site  for  a  small  play- 
ground for  children  in  that  area. 

Coun.  RTJSSO — Mr.  President,  my  reason  for 
introducing  this  order  is  that  for  the  past  twenty- 
five  years,  as  far  back  as  I  can  remember,  the 
children  in  that  particular  district  have  been 
handicapped  through  having  no  playground 
facilities,  ami  have  been  forced  to  cross  so  many 
streets  in  order  to  get  to  the  Esplanade  on  the 
Charles  river  basin.  For  twenty-five  years, 
as  I  have  stated,  that  ha-  been  the  situation,  and 
I  certainl}  feel,  therefore,  that  we  should  have  a 
-mall  playground  for  children  in  that  part  of  the 
West  End.  We  have  approximately  over 
children  in  the  vicinity  indicated  in  the  order, 
and  those  children  have  no  place  to  go  for  recrea- 
tion. The  only  place  they  have  hail  for  some  time 
was  the  Washington  School  property,  and  that  is 
now  denied  them,  since  the  School  Department 
has  turned  it  over  for  a  garage.  There  is  at  the 
present  time  no  place  where  little  children  can 
go  and  exercise  themselves  so  that  they  may  grow 
tip  with  sound  minds  and  bodies.  I  trust  that  the 
order  will  pas-,  so  that  the  children  of  that  district 
may  have  some  recreational  place  where  they  can 
enjoy  themselves  in  a   healthful  manner. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ROPING    OFF   STREETS,   APRIL  6. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  LYONS.  EXOLERT. 
CAREY  ami  offered  the  following: 

t  itilered.  That  the  City  Messenger  be.  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  rope  off  the  streets  along  the 
route  of  the  Annual  Ten-Mile  Run  of  the  William 
F.  Reddish  Associates  to  be  held  on  Saturday, 
April  6,  1940. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING   OF   ARCHDALE    ROAD. 

Coun.  LAXGAX  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  pavement  the  unfinished 
end  of  Archdale  road,  and  to  install  tar  sidewalks 
on  same. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MARCH    11,    1940- 
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TAR  SIDEWALKS,  HAWTHORNE  STREET, 
WARD    19. 

Coun.  LANGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,   to 
install  tar  sidewalks  on  Hawthorne  street,  Ward  19, 
between  Sycamore  and  Heatheote  streets. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule.. 


REPLACING    OF  SIDEWALKS,   WARD   4. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  replace  the  red  brick  sidewalks  at  the  following 
locations  in  Ward  4  with  artificial  stone,  the 
work  to  be  done  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project: 

West  Brookline  street,  near  corner  of  Tremont 
street. 

Boylston  street,  at  the  corner  of  St.  Cecelia 
street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.40  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess, 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members 
reassembled  and  were  called  to  order  by  President 
GALVIN  at  3.40  p.  m. 

Coun.  LYONS  in  the  chair. 


NAMING   OF   WILLIAM   F.   O'BRIEN 
SQUARE. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  space  at  the  junction  of 
Columbia  road  and  Quincy  street,  Ward  15,  be 
named  William  F.  O'Brien  square,  in  honor  of 
said  O'Brien,  veteran  of  the  World  War,  who 
died  on  March  25,  1939,  as  the  result  of  injuries 
received  during  the  war. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WARD   9   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
prepare  and  present  for  the  approval  of  the-W.  P.  A. 
authorities,  a  project  for  the  reconstruction  of 
Tremont  street,  Roxbury,  in  Ward  9,  from  Massa- 
chusetts avenue  to  Parker  street;  and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  arc  lights  on  Tremont  street,  Ward  9,  from 
Upton  street  to  Parker  street,  so  that  this  import- 
ant thoroughfare  will  have  a  White  Way. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ARC  LIGHT,  ROXBURY  STREET,  WARD  9. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 

be   requested,  through  his  Honor  the   Mayor,   to 

have  an  arc  light  installed  in  front  of  the  premises 

located  at  131  Roxbury  street,  Ward  9. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  WILLIAM  CARTER 
PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  thefoUowing: 
Ordered,    That   the    Park    Commission    be    re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  prepare 
and   present   for   the   approval   of   the   W.    P.   A. 
authorities   a   project   for   the   complete   improve- 
ment of  the  William  Carter  Playground,  Columbus 
avenue,   Ward   9,   to  place  the  grounds  and   field 
house  in  first-class  and  modern   condition   for  the 
enjoyment  of  the  people  of  my  district . 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PLAYGROUND   SUPERVISION  AND    CARE. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  im- 
mediately make  an  intensive  study  into  the  matter 
of  playground  supervision  and  care,  with  a  view 
to  requesting  a  much  larger  W.  P.  A.  quota  of 
personnel  and  funds,  in  order  to  adequately  direct 
the  various  activities. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ABSENCE     OF     SCHOOL     CHILDREN     ON 
DAY   OF   BLIZZARD. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
reconsider  their  action  and  not  mark  any  children 
who  failed  to  attend  school  on  the  day  of  the 
recent  blizzard  as  being  absent. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  am 
motivated  in  introducing  this  order  by  reason  of 
what  I  read  in  the  newspapers  of  the  action  of 
the  School  Committee  to  the  effect  that  teachers 
would  not  be  marked  absent  if  they  had  failed 
to  attend  school  on  the  day  of  the  blizzard.  I 
understand  that  some  children,  at  least,  were 
marked  absent  because  of  non-attendance  on 
that  -day,  resulting  in  a  protest  from  parents  in 
my  district  because  children  who  had  not  missed 
any  previous  school  session  were  marked  absent 
on  that  day.  I  am  therefore  asking  the  School 
Committee  to  reverse  their  action  in  marking 
children  absent  because  of  non-attendance  on  the 
day  of  the  snow  storm. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule.  , 


WELFARE   UNIT,    WARD   8. 

Coun.   HURLEY   offered   an   order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Director  of  the  Overseers  of 

the    Public    Welfare    be    requested,    through    his 

Honor  the  Mayor,  to  establish  a  welfare  unit  at 

the  George  Street  School  on  George  street,  Ward  8. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INVESTIGATION-  BY  ATTORNEY- 
GENERAL  OF  BEANO  GAMES. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  _  That  the  Attorney-General  be  re- 
quested to  investigate  the  manner  and  methods  of 
the  conduct  of  the  various  Beano  games  in  Suffolk 
County  and  also  the  distribution  of  the  profits  of 
said  Beano  games. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  sometime  ago 
there  were  reports  about  the  Council  Committee 
on  Ordinances 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order,  that  the  City  Council  has  no  author- 
ity to  order  the  Attorney-General  to  do  anything. 

Chairman  LYONS — The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken.     The  Chair  will  rule  the  order  out  of  order. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
ask  unanimous   consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  LYONS — Are  there  any  objections? 
(No  response.)     If  not,  the  gentleman  may  proceed. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
cannot  understand  why  Councilor  Chase  should 
endeavor  to  dump  this  matter  into  the  lap  of 
the  Attorney-General.  I  don't  know  why  any- 
thing political  should  be  mixed  up  with  this  mat- 
ter, as  would  certainly  seem  to  be  the  case  under 
this  order.  I  recall  one  of  the  biggest  Beano 
affairs  ever  held  in  the  City  of  Boston  by  the 
Republicans  in  Boston  Garden  about  a  year  ago. 
Certainly  if  there  is  anything  political  to  be  intro- 
duced into  this  matter,  I  object,  and  I  do  not  wish 
to  see  this  question  dumped  into  the  lap  of  the 
Attorney-General. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous 
consent    to   make   a   statement. 

Chairman  LYONS — Granted. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  assure 
the  members  of  the  Body  that  I  have  no  political 
purpose  in  introducing  the  order.  The  Attorney- 
General  of  Massachusetts  is  the  chief  law-enforcing 
agency  of  the  state.  He  can  today  step  into  any 
portion  of  the  state  and  over-ride  district  at- 
torneys or  any  other  investigating  bodies.  It  is 
his  business  to  investigate  mailers  coming  within 
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the  category  of  breaches  of  the  law.  That  is  my 
sole  purpose  in  introducing  the  order  asking  the 
Attorney-General  of  Massachusetts  to  find  out, 
in  view  of  the  action  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  East  Boston  (Coun.  Coffey),  what  is  taking 
place.  If  the  things  that  we  heard  about  in  the 
Executive  Committee  are  true,  it  is  largely  be- 
cause these  games  are  being  conducted  under 
false  pretences,  and  something  should  be  done 
about  it.  If  we  have  laws  we  should  live  up  to 
them,  and  if  we  have  a  law-enforcing  agency  in  the 
state,  like  the  Attorney-General,  it  is  to  that 
agency  that  we  should  look  for  enforcement  of  the 
law.  I  repeat  that  my  purpose  in  introducing 
the  order  was  not  political.  My  order  is  intro- 
duced because  this  Body  is  apparently  being 
accused  of  having  something  to  do  with  Beano, 
when  as  a  matter  of  fact  we  have  no  jurisdiction 
whatever  over  Beano.  The  matter  rests  entirely 
in  the  Mayor's  office.  But  the  Attorney-General 
has  jurisdiction  in  investigating  matters  which 
are  going  on  which  may  involve  a  breach  of  the  law. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  CEDAR  GROVE  STREET, 
WARD    16. 

Coun.FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept,  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Cedar 
Grove  street,  from  Whitridge  to  fiallet  street, 
Ward  16,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


DAMAGE  TO  PLAYGROUNDS  BY  CON- 
TRACTORS' TRUCKS. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following  order: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  give  the 
Boston  City  Council  an  estimate  of  the  amount 
of  damage  done  to  city  playgrounds  by  the  con- 
tractors' trucks  on  snow  removal. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAVING    OF    WARD     13     STREETS. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  the 
following  streets  in  Ward  13,  as  W.  P.  A.  projects: 
Downer  avenue,  Mayfield  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC  LIGHTS,  CHARLES  AND  ALLEN 
STREETS. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
traffic  signal  lights  at  the  corner  of  Charles  and 
Allen  streets,  Ward  3. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  feel  that  at 
this  time  traffic  signal  lights  should  be  installed 
immediately  at  the  corner  of  Charles  and  Allen 
streets,  Ward  3,  for  the  simple  reason  that  we  have 
had  approximately  300  or  400  accidents  at  that 
point,  with  eight  or  ten  deaths,  since  Charles 
street  was  widened.  That  widening  has  naturally 
resulted  in  the  speeding  up  of  traffic  along  Cam- 
bridge and  Charles  streets  to  the  circle,  and 
naturally  when  they  reach  this  particular  point 
referred  to  in  the  order  they  are  going  at  a  very 
high  speed.  I  find  that  in  the  summer  time 
mothers  with  their  babies,  who  are  crossing  to 
the  Esplanade,  have  to  wait  perhaps  twenty  or 
thirty  minutes  to  make  the  crossing  with  their 
baby  carriages.  I  feel,  therefore,  that  it  is  high 
time  that  these  lights  should  be  installed  so  that 
there  shall  be  no  recurrence  of  the  accidents  we 
have  had  in  the  past.  I  trust  that  the  order  will 
pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  HURLEY,  at 
4.55  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  March  18,  1940, 
at  2  p.  m. 


CITY    OF    BOSTON     PRINTING    DEPARTMENT 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  March  18,  1940: 
Regular  meeting   of   the  City   Council   in   the 
Council  Chamber  at  2  p.  m.,  President  CALVIN 
in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Gottlieb. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments,  viz. : 

Weighers  of  Coal:  Walter  J.  H.  Keddy,  24  Rich 
street,  Mattapan,  Mass.;  Marjorie  E.  Briggs, 
2  Sutherland  road,  Arlington  Heights,  Mass.; 
Isabel  D.  Cunio,  474  Talbot  avenue,  Dorchester, 
Mass.;  Elizabeth  F.  O'Donnell,  23  Baker  road, 
Everett,  Mass.;  Anna  V.  Tobin,  11  Monastery 
road,  Brighton,  Mass.;  Harold  M.  Fusoni,  868 
Columbus  avenue,  Roxbury,  Mass.;  Nelson  W. 
Hart,  10  Greaton  road,  West  Roxbury,  Mass.; 
William  N.  Hart,  10  Greaton  road,  West  Roxbury, 
Mass.;  Michael  M.  Keleher,  611  La  Grange  street, 
West  Roxbury,  Mass.;  Joseph  W.  Sheehan,  22 
Perkins  street,  Quincy,  Mass.;  John  D.  Strong, 
82  Village  Hill  road,  Belmont,  Mass.;  Thomas 
Thornton,  170  School  street,  Woburn,  Mass.; 
Francis  J.  Tobin,  29  Parsons  street,  Brighton, 
Mass.;  Arthur  M.  Williamson,  1350  Common- 
wealth avenue,  Brighton,  Mass. 

Weighers  of  Goods:  Walter  J.   H.   Keddy,   24 
Rich  street,  Mattapan,  Mass.;    Alan  W.  Smith, 
103  Norfolk  street,  Wollaston,  Mass. 
>    Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


DORMITORY   WORK,   LONG    ISLAND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  18,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Corporation  Counsel  relative  to  your  order  of 
November  20,  1939,  concerning  the  provision  in 
the  contracts  awarded  for  dormitory  work  on 
Long  Island  that  only  Boston  citizens  be  employed. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  March  13,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — Under  date  of  November  20. 
1939,  the  City  Council  passed  the  following  order: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
instructed,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  pro- 
vide in  the  contracts  awarded  for  dormitory  work 
on  Long  Island  that  only  Boston  citizens  be 
employed." 

The  contracts  for  the  building  of  a  dormitory 
on  Long  Island  are  now  in  course  of  preparation 
by  this  department  in  conjunction  with  the 
Institutions  Commissioner,  and  accordingly  it 
seems  appropriate  to  reply  at  this  time. 

The  Legislature  has  dealt  with  the  matter  of 
employment  upon  public  works  in  General  Laws 
(Ter.  Ed.),  chapter  149,  section  26,  as  most 
recently  amended  by  chapter  413  of  the  Acts  of 
1938.  In  this  section  the  Legislature  has  set  out  a 
complete  scheme  covering  not  only  the  classes  of 
persons  to  be  employed  but  also  the  matter  of 
wage  rates  to  be  paid  to  mechanics,  teamsters, 
chauffeurs  and  laborers  used  on  construction  work. 
In  so  doing,  in  my  opinion,  the  Legislature  has 
precluded  action  by  any  local  authority  incon- 
sistent with  the  requirements  laid  down  by  the 
Legislature.  The  section  provides  that  preference 
in  employment  shall  be  given  first  to  veterans, 
second  to  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  generally 
and  "if  they  cannot  be  obtained  in  sufficient 
numbers,  then  to  citizens  of  the  United  States"; 
and  further  that  every  city  or  town,  or  the  con- 


tractors  engaged  for  the  construction  of  public 
works  by  a  city  or  town,  "shall  give  preference 
to  veterans  and  citizens  who  are  residents  of  such 
county,   town   or  district." 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  Council  order  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  requirements  of  the  statute  in  at 
least  two  respects:  One,  a  provision  that  only 
Boston  citizens  be  employed  might  have  the 
effect  of  excluding  veterans  from  employment; 
and,  two,  it  attempts  to  exclude  from  employment 
other  than  Boston  citizens  totally  and  completely, 
whereas  their  exclusion  under  the  statute  occurs 
only  in  the  event  that  Boston  residents  are  avail- 
able for  the  particular  task  for  which  they  are 
employed. 

Every  contract  drawn  by  this  department  that 
comes  within  the  purview  of  this  section  is  drawn 
so  as  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
section  and  contains  provisions  giving  preference 
in  the  order  contemplated  by  the  section.  Be- 
yond this  point,  it  is  my  opinion,  the  city  cannot 
go  for  the  reasons  stated.  It  is,  therefore,  unneces- 
sary to  question  the  validity  of  the  Council  order  as 
an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  partici- 
pate "in  the  conduct  of  the  executive  or  adminis- 
trative business  of  the  city  or  county"  in  violation 
of  section  8  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909. 
Yours  very  truly, 

Henry  Parkman,  Jr., 
Corporation  Counsel. 

Placed   on   file. 


OCCUPATIONS  OF  EMPLOYABLES   ON 

SOLDIERS'   RELIEF   ROLLS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  18,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Soldiers'  Relief  Department  Commissioner 
relative  to  your  order  of  January  29,  1940,  con- 
cerning the  submitting  of  a  list  of  the  numbers  of 
able-bodied  unemployed  laborers  and  skilled 
tradesmen  receiving  welfare  and  soldiers'  relief 
assistance. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Soldiers'  Relief  Department, 

March  15,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Attention:   William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk. 

Sir, — In  accordance  with  communication  re- 
ceived from  your  office  March  14,  1940,  as  a  result 
of  request  or  order  of  the  Boston  City  Council  of 
January  29,  1940,  requesting  the  submission  of  a 
list  of  the  numbers  of  able-bodied  unemployed 
laborers  and  skilled  tradesmen  receiving  sol- 
diers' relief,  I  am  inclosing  a  list  of  the  employ- 
ables on  the  soldiers'  relief  rolls  as  of  the  date  of 
March  14,  1940. 

These  are  classified  in  accordance  with  their 
normal  occupations  and  the  number  on  the  rolls 
of  each  occupation. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Herman  L.  Bush,  Commissioner. 

Occupations  of  Employables  on  Soldiers' 

Relief  Rolls. 

(Under  date  of  March  14,  1940.) 

Number 
Occupation.  of  Same. 

Actor ." 1 

Bartender 2 

Bricklayer 1 

Builder 2 

Butcher 1 

Carpenter 9 

Cement  finisher. , 1 

Chauffeur ■ 20 

Clerk 5 

Construction  engineer 1 

Cook J 10 

Crane  operator 2 

Deck  hand 1 

Egg  candler 1 

Electrician 3 

Electrician's  helper. 1 

Engineer 1 

Fireman 1 

Fishcutter 1 

Florist 1 
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Number 
Occupation.  of  Same. 

Furniture  mover 2 

Garageman 2 

Gardener 2 

General  work 3 

Insurance  salesman 1 

Interpreter 1 

Ironworker 1 

Janitor 2 

Kitchenman 1 

Laborer 45 

Lather 3 

Linoleum  layer 1 

Longshoreman 2 

Machinist 2 

Marine  fireman 1 

Mason  tender 1 

Mechanic 6 

Milkman 1 

Painter 23 

Paving  cutter 1 

Pedler 2 

Plasterer 1 

Plasterer's  helper 1 

Porter 6 

Pressman 1 

Printer 4 

Raincoat  maker 1 

Recording  clerk 1 

Restaurant  worker 1 

Roofer 2 

Salesman 26 

Sheet  metal  worker 1 

Shipper 1 

Shoeworker 2 

Shorer 1 

Sign  painter 1 

Steamfitter 5 

Stone  mason 1 

Storekeeper 3 

Tailor 3 

Tinsmith 1 

Upholsterer 2 

Waiter 1 

Watchman 1 

Welder 1 

Woodsman 1 

Wool  handler 1 

—  238 

Employables  Residing  Outside  of  Boston. 

Builder 1 

Chauffeur 5 

Laborer 3 

Painter 3 

Porter 1 

Salesman 2 

Wood  finisher 1 

—  1G 
Placed  on  file. 

REPAVING   WARD    13   STREETS. 
The  following  were  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  18,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  February  5,  1940,  concerning  the  repaving 
of  the  following  streets  in  Ward  13:  Dewey  street, 
Downer  avenue. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston,- 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  13,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return  herewith  order  in 
City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  repave  with  smooth  pavement,  under  the 
W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction,  the  following  streets 
in  Ward  13:   Dewey  street,  Downer  avenue. 

Relative  to  Downer  avenue,  please  be  advised 
that,  upon  investigation,  I  find  that  there  is  no 
immediate  need  of  the  reconstruction  of  this  street 
this  year. 

In  regard  to  Dewey  street,  this  will  advise  you 
that  this  street  will  be  submitted  for  approval 
on  a  W.  P.  A.  project  for  reconstruction  this  year. 
Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  18,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  January  29,  1940,  concerning  the  repaving 
with  smooth  pavement  the  following  streets  in 
Ward  13: 

Denny  street,  Romsey  street,  Spring  Garden 
street,  Davitt  street. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  14,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return  herewith  order  in 
City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  repave  with  smooth  pavement  the  follow- 
ing streets  in  Ward  13,  under  the  W.  P.  A,  plan  of 
construction: 

Denny  street,  Romsey  street.  Spring  Garden 
street,  Davitt  street. 

This    will    advice    you    that    the    above-named 
streets  will  be  submitted  for  approval  on  a  W.  P.  A. 
project  for  construction  this  year. 
Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Severally  placed  on  file. 


REMOVAL   OF   SNOW   FROM    CITY 
SIDEWALKS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  18,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — -I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Park  Department  chairman  relative  to  your  order 
of  March  4,  1940,  concerning  the  arranging  for  a 
prompt  removal  of  the  snow  from  all  sidewalks 
under  their  jurisdiction  immediately  upon  the 
termination  of  future  snowstorms. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  March  14,  1940. 
William  T.  Dovle. 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  March 
13,  with  inclosure,  order,  that  the  Park  Commis- 
sioner arrange   for   the   prompt   removal  of  snow 
from  all  sidewalks. 

Please  be  informed  that  one  of  the  first  plows 
that  leaves  the  yard,  cleans  the  sidewalks,  and  to 
my  knowledge,  no  criticism  of  the  conditions  of 
the  sidewalks  has  been  made  about  the  Park 
Department  for  many  years. 

After  the  last  snowstorm  the  sidewalks  were 
cleaned  just  as  soon  as  the  plows  could  get  to 
them. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


CONSTRUCTION    OF    LOMBARD    STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  March  18,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  March  4,  1940,  concerning  the  construction  of 
Lombard  street,  Ward  16. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  18,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return  herewith  order  in 
City   Council   that   the   Commissioner    of   Public 
Works  construct  Lombard  street,  Ward  16,  under 
the  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction. 


MARCH    18,     1940. 
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This  street  is  a  private  way  and  the  matter  of 
acceptance  should  be  taken  up  with  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  before  any  action  can  be 
taken  by  this  department  in  regard  to  the  con- 
struction of  this  street. 

Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


DISTRIBUTION   OF   EMERGENCY 
SNOW   SHOVELING   JOBS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  18,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council, 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  March  4,  1940,  concerning  a  provision 
for  a  more  equitable  distribution  of  emergency 
snow  shoveling  jobs  among  the  citizens  of  Boston's 
twenty-two  wards. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  18,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.   Doyle, — This  is  in   reference  to  the 
following  order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  March  4: 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  adopt  the  following  system  in  order 
to  provide  a  more  equitable  distribution  of  em- 
ergency snow  shoveling  jobs  among  the  citizens 
of  Boston's  twenty-two  wards: 

1.     Each   ward   shall  be  assigned  an  equitable 
proportion    of    the    total    number    of   jobs. 
>   2.     There   shall   be   at   least    one   regular    city 
worker  acting  as  assigning  officer  for  each  ward. 

3.  Each  applicant  for  a  job  shall  produce  a 
voter's  certificate  before  he  is  assigned  to  work. 

4.  The  assigning  officer  shall  hire  in  accordance 
with  policy  of  'First  come,  first  served.'  " 

I  intend  to  make  a  thorough  study  of  the  entire 
system  that  involves  the  hiring  of  emergency 
workers  subsequent  to  and  necessitated  by  snow- 
storms. At  the  time  that  I  am  making  this  study, 
I  shall  give  careful  consideration  to  the  instituting 
of  a  system  which  will  embody  any  one  or  all  of  the 
provisions  of  the  above  order,  in  so  far  as  it  is 
deemed  practical  or  advisable  to  do  so. 
Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


IDENTITY  OF  SNOW  REMOVAL  WORKERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  18,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  March  4,  1940,  concerning  the  identity 
of  those  persons  who,  according  to  his  statement, 
worked  on  snow  removal  under  eight  or  nine 
different  names. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  18,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.   Doyle, — This   is   in   reference  to  the 
following  order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  March  4: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  inform  the  City  Council  as  to  the  identity  of 
those  persons  who,  according  to  his  statement, 
worked  on  snow  removal  under  eight  or  nine 
different  names." 


Never,  at  any  time,  did  I  issue  a  statement  to 
the  effect  that  persons  worked  under  as  many  as 
eight  or  nine  different  names. 

In  view  of  this,  I  am  unable  to  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  the  order. 

Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


W.    P.    A.    TRUCKS   ON    SNOW    REMOVAL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  18,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  March  4,  1940,  concerning  whether  or 
not  trucks  employed  on  W.  P.  A.  projects  were 
used  in  connection  with  recent  snow  removal  work 
and  were  receiving  pay  from  both  the  W.  P.  A.  and 
the  city  while  engaged  in  this  work. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  18,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — This  is  in  reference  to  the  fol- 
lowing order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  March  4: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  inform  the  City  Council  as  to  whether  or  not 
trucks  employed  on  W.  P.  A.  projects  were  used 
in  connection  with  recent  snow  removal  work  and 
were  receiving  pay  from  both  the  W.  P.  A.  and 
the  city  while  engaged  in  this  work." 

The  situation  as  pictured  in  the  above  order  is 
an  impossible  one,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the 
W.  P.  A.  does  not  pay  for  the  hire  of  trucks,  as  it 
furnishes  only  the  labor  and  a  certain  amount  of 
materials  on  projects  sponsored  by  this  department. 
Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


WATER   INCOME   DIVISION   SURPLUS. 

The  following  was  received;. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  18,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — For  the  second  consecutive  year 
the  accounts  of  the  Water  Division  of  the  Public 
Works  Department,  when  closed,  have  indicated 
that  receipts  have  been  substantially  in  excess  of 
expenditures.  For  the  financial  year  ended 
December  31,  1939,  a  surplus  of  $866,683.12  is 
reflected  in  the  accounts  of  the  Water  Service. 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  324  of  the  Acts 
of  1914,  any  surplus  of  this  character  "shall  be 
used  to  meet  interest  and  Sinking  Fund  require- 
ments or  serial  loan  payments  on  any  debt  of  the 
City  of  Boston."  In  conformity  with  this  provi- 
sion, I  submit  the  attached  order  authorizing  the 
City  Auditor  to  apply  the  1939  water  surplus  to 
meet  debt  requirements  arising  during  the  current 
year.  Such  application  will  afford  the  taxpayers 
of  the  city  a  saving  equivalent  to  55  cents  on  the 
tax  rate.  Because  of  this  feature  of  the  order,  I 
recommend  its  •  immediate  consideration  and 
adoption. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section  1 
of  chapter  324  of  the  Acts  of  1914,  the  City  Auditor 
be  authorized  to  apply  the  balance  of  $866,683.12 
remaining  in  Water  Income  as  of  December  31, 
1939,  to  meet  interest  and  Sinking  Fund  require- 
ments or  serial  loan  payments  on  any  debt  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 
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APPROPRIATION    FOR    SNOW    REMOVAL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  18,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — -Based  on  estimates  submitted  to 
me  by  heads  of  city  departments  which  incurred 
obligations  in  connection  with  the  severe  snow- 
storm of  last  month,  I  submit  herewith  an  appro- 
priation order  in  the  sum  of  $1,158,000  for  Snow 
Removal.  The  bulk  of  this  expenditure  naturally 
was  made  by  the  Public  Works  Department,  and 
there  is  attached  a  letter  from  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner  explaining  in  detail  the  various 
items  of  expenditure  incurred  by  that  department 
for  snow  removal.  The  balance  of  the  appropria- 
tion requested  over  and  beyond  the  needs  of  the 
Public  Works  Department  will  be  required  to 
meet  obligations  of  the  Park  and  Treasury  De- 
partments. 

I    respectfully    recommend    adoption    by   your 
Honorable  Body  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  11,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — The  total  expenses  incurred 
by  this  department  in  connection  with  the  snow 
removal  work  necessitated  by  the  snowstorms  of 
February  14  and  February  19  will  be  approximately 
$1,150,000. 

The  following  is  a  breakdown  of  the  expense  as 
estimated  at  the  present  time: 

Payments  to  emergency  workers $405,140 

Plowing    expenses    (rental    of    trucks, 

etc.) 84,600 

Hauling  expenses  (rental  of  trucks) ....         161,640 

Rental  of  loaders  and  tractors 60,225 

Hire  of  cranes,  purchase  of  tools,  etc.. .  10,000 

Payments  to  contractors 295,320 

Total $1,076,925 

We  have  not  as  yet  determined  the  amount 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  pay  to  department 
employees  for  overtime  and  incidental  expenses. 
I  feel,  however,  that  this  will  be  a  sizable  sum, 
and  so  as  to  make  it  unnecessary  to  submit  a 
second  order  to  the  City  Council  for  the  purpose 
of  appropriating  sufficient  money  to  pay  the  cost 
of  the  snow  removal  work,  I  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  arrangements  be  made  for  an  appro- 
priation of  $1,150,000. 

Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $1,158,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  as  herein- 
after specified,  said  amount  to  be  met  by  taxes  or 
other  income;  and  that  all  orders  hereafter  passed 
by  the  City  Council  relating  to  appropriations, 
taxes  and  the  interest  thereon  apply  to  the  appro- 
priations and  taxes  herein  provided  for. 
Snow  Removal $1,158,000 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


CONSTRUCTION   OF   WARD    12    STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  18,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  January  29,  1940,  concerning  the  resur- 
facing of  the  following  streets  in  Ward  12: 

Alpine  street,  Glenwood  street,  Sherman  street, 
Whiting  street,   Hollander   street,   Gaston   street, 
Park  View  street,  Devon  street,  Georgia  street. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
March  14,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear    Sir, — I    return    herewith    order    in    City 
Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 


resurface  the  following  streets  in  Ward  12  under 
the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction: 

Alpine  street,  Glenwood  street,  Sherman  street, 
Whiting  street,  Hollander  street,  Gaston  street, 
Park  View  street,  Devon  street,  Georgia  street. 

All  of  the  above-named  streets  were  built  quite 
a  few  years  ago.  It  is  our  intention  to  select  a 
certain  number  of  streets  in  each  ward  for  con- 
struction this  year  and  we  will  do  our  best  to 
submit  as  many  of  these  streets  as  possible  on  a 
W.  P.  A.  project  for  construction  this  year. 
Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSTRUCTION   OF   WARD    15    STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  18,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Department  relative  to  your 
order  of  January  29,  1940,  concerning  the  repaving 
with  smooth  pavement  of  the  following  streets  in 
Ward  15: 

Inwood  street,  Olney  street,  Blakeville  street, 
Longfellow  street,  Homes  avenue. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  13,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle. 

Chief  Clerk.  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return  herewith  order  in 
City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  repave  with  smooth  pavement  the  follow- 
ing streets  in  Ward  15,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of 
construction : 

Inwood  street,  Olney  street,  Blakeville  street, 
Longfellow  street,  Homes  avenue. 

Relative  to  Olney  street,  please  be  advised  that, 
upon  investigation,  I  find  that  this  street  is  in  no 
immediate  need   of  reconstruction. 

Homes  avenue,  between  Topliff  and  Bowdoin 
streets,  will  be  submitted  for  approval  on  a  W.  P.  A. 
project  for  construction  this  year.  Homes  ave- 
nue, between  Topliff  and  Draper  streets,  I  find 
that  there  is  no  immediate  need  for  reconstruction. 
Inwood,  Blakeville  and  Longfellow  streets  will 
be  submitted  for  approval  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project 
for  construction  this  year. 

Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


CONSTRUCTION    OF   WARD    10    STREETS. 

The  following  were  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  18,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  March  4,  1940,  concerning  the  construction  of 
Lin  wood  road,  Ward  16. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston. 
Public  Works  Department. 

March  18,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.   Doyle, — I  return   herewith   order   in 
City   Council   that   the   Commissioner    of   Public 
Works  construct  Linwood  road.  Ward   16,  under 
the  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction. 

This  street  is  a  private  way  and  the  matter  of 
acceptance  should  be  taken  up  with  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  before  any  action  can  be 
taken  by  this  department  in  regard  to  the  construc- 
tion of  this  street. 

Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


MARCH    18,    1940. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  18,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  March  4,  1940,  concerning  the  construc- 
tion of  Ashmont  park,  Ward  16. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  18,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.   Doyle, — I  return  herewith   order   in 
City   Council   that   the   Commissioner    of   Public 
Works  construct  Ashmont  park,  Ward  16,  under 
the  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction. 

This  street  is  a  private  way  and  the  matter  of 
acceptance  should  be  taken  up  with  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  before  any  action  can  be 
taken  by  this  department  in  regard  to  the  con- 
struction of  this  street. 

Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Severally  placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Paul  F.  Bradley,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  car. 

Edward  C.  Carroll,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  Dorchester  and  National  streets, 
caused  by  city  truck. 

James  Cassidy,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  45  Rogers  street,  caused  by  bursting 
water  pipe. 

Douglas  F.  Conrod,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  ear  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Hunting- 
ton avenue. 

Francis  C.  Donovan,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  by  city  truck. 

Florence  A.  Finneran,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  stairway, 
Public  Library,  Codman  square. 

John  W.  Foster,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Walter  A.  Gavin,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judgment 
issued  against  him. 

Harold  V.  Hamilton,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  174  North 
Beacon  street. 

Hanover  Bottling  Company,  Inc.,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  truck  by  city  vehicle. 

Edward  J.  Hanrahan,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  occurring  while  in  performance  of  duty. 

Augusta  Klose,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  898  Canterbury  street,  caused  by 
snowplow. 

Joseph  H.  Lussier,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  373  Chelsea 
street. 

Michael  J.  Mirisola,  for  refund  on  licenses  issued 
by  Health  Department. 

George  J.  Reagan,  to  be  reimbursed  for  accident 
which  occurred  while  in  performance  of  duty. 

John  C.  Sydenstricker,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  and  damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Margaret  Whittlesey,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  by  city  car. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Charles  J.  Gannon  to  be  retired 
under  provisions  of  Laborers  Retirement  Act. 

Petition  of  Boston  American  League  Baseball 
Company  for  Sunday  sports  at  Fenway  Park. 

Petition  of  National  League  Base  Ball  Club  for 
Sunday  sports  at  Gaffney  street. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 

Petition  of  Lynn  Institution  for  Savings  for 
driveway  opening  at  660  Beacon  street,  Ward  5. 

Petition  of  Mabel  Burt  Davis  for  driveway 
opening  at  890-896  Cummins  Highway,  Ward  18. 

Petition  of  Rapid  Transit,  Inc.,  for  permit 
to  operate  motor  vehicles  as  follows: 

Route  A. — Saratoga  street  from  the  Winthrop- 
Boston  line,  over  Saratoga  street  to  Bennington 
street,   over  Bennington  street   to   Chelsea  street 


at  Day  square,  over  Chelsea  street  from  Day 
square  to  Porter  street,  from  the  intersection  of 
Chelsea  and  Porter  streets  in  East  Boston  over 
Porter  street  to  the  entrances,  exits  and  appur- 
tenances of  the  Sumner  Tunnel  under  the  control 
of  the  Boston  Transit  Commission,  over  said 
entrances,  exits  and  appurtenances  and  through 
the  Sumner  Tunnel,  over  the  entrances,  exits 
and  appurtenances  of  the  Sumner  Tunnel  under 
the  control  of  the  Boston  Transit  Commission 
to  Cross  street,  turning  right  on  Cross  street  to 
North  street,  over  North  street  to  Dock  square, 
around  Dock  square  to  Faneuil  Hall  square, 
down  Faneuil  Hall  square  to  Merchants  row, 
turning  left  on  Merchants  row  and  on  and  over 
Merchants  row  to  North  street,  and  return  over 
the  same  route. 

Route  B. — -Saratoga  street  from  the  Winthrop- 
Boston  line,  over  Saratoga  street  to  Bennington 
street,  over  Bennington  street  to  Chelsea  street 
at  Day  square,  over  Chelsea  street  from  Day 
square  to  Porter  street,  from  the  intersection  of 
Chelsea  street  and  Porter  street  in  East  Boston 
over  Porter  street  to  the  entrances,  exits  and 
appurtenances  of  the  Sumner  Tunnel  under  the 
control  of  the  Boston  Transit  Commission,  over  the 
said  entrances,  exits  and  appurtenances  and 
through  the  Sumner  Tunnel,  over  the  entrances, 
exits  and  appurtenances  of  the  Sumner  Tunnel 
under  the  control  of  the  Boston  Transit  Com- 
mission to  Cross  street,  turning  right  on  Cross 
street  and  over  Cross  street  to  Haymarket  square, 
around  the  traffic  circle  at  Haymarket  square  to 
Cross  street  and  back  over  Cross  street  and  through 
the  Sumner  Tunnel,  and  return  over  the  same  route. 


APPOINTMENTS   TO    BOARD    OF    ZONING 
ADJUSTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  following  appoint- 
ments by  the  Mayor  to  the  Board  of  Zoning  Ad- 
justment: 

Herbert  G.  Perry,  453  Washington  street,  for 
term  ending  April  30,  1942,  designated  repre- 
sentative of  Boston  Real  Estate  Exchange. 

Frank  M.  Gunby,  201  Devonshire  street, 
designated  representative  of  Boston  Society  of 
Civil  Engineers. 

Clifford  N.  Cann,  11  Beacon  street,  designated 
representative  of  United  Improvement  Association. 

Placed  on  file. 


ATTEMPTED  REVIEW  OF  BUDGET. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  GALVIN — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  councilor  will  proceed. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Before  I  proceed,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, let  me  say  that  it  will  be  a  fairly  lengthy 
statement  in  regard  to  some  things  that  have 
taken  place  here  in  the  Hall  in  regard  to  the 
budget.  I  understand  that  there  have  been  some 
secret  meetings  that  have  taken  place  in  a  room 
in  the  corner  here  before  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations. On  Thursday  somebody  told  me  that 
there  was  a  meeting  going  on  there.  It  was  a 
meeting  which  most  of  us  knew  nothing  about, 
and  therefore  I  wish  to  make  a  statement  here 
today.  Some  five  or  six  weeks  ago  the  Mayor 
submitted  a  budget  to  the  City  Council.  At  that 
time,  if  my  memory  serves  me  right,  he  said  that 
it  was  cut  to  the  bone.  Before  the  budget  was 
submitted,  Mr.  Loeffler,  according  to  information 
given  me,  had  gone  over  every  item  with  the 
Mayor.  Some  two  weeks  later  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  held  open  hearings  on  the  budget 
in  this  chamber.  Those  meetings  were  held  for 
the  benefit  of  Mr.  Loeffler.  Every  department 
head  was  summoned,  and  every  department  head 
said  he  had  cut  as  far  as  he  could,  and  that  if  any 
further  cuts  were  made  they  would  have  to  lay 
off  help  in  their  departments.  Later,  another 
meeting  was  held  in  this  chamber,  and  the  public 
was  invited.  Mr.  Loeffler  appeared  that  day  and 
was  allowed  to  have  his  say,  and  not  one  member 
of  the  Council  was  allowed  to  ask  him  one  single 
question  in  regard  to  items  in  the  budget.  That 
same  day,  and  I  know  that  my  memory  serves 
me  right  in  this,  there  was  a  school  teacher  who 
appeared  here  before  the  committee,  who  asked, 
in  fact,  pleaded  with  the  committee  not  to  cut  the 
welfare  costs,  and  he  went  on  to  explain  how 
children  attending  his  class  were  undernourished 
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and  insufficiently  clothed.  And  on  that  day  that 
poor  soul  was  given  the  third  degree,  being  sub- 
jected to  questions  which  would  make  him  out  a 
Communist.  Others  appeared  that  day  defend- 
ing the  poor  and  the  unemployed,  and  they  were 
classed  as  nuts.  The  proof  of  what  I  say  is  the 
statement  of  the  last  gentleman  who  appeared  at 
that  hearing,  a  Mr.  Flynn  of  Brighton,  who  repre- 
sented the  Apartment  Owners  League  of  Tax 
Dodgers.  That  gentleman  said — and  I  called 
him  on  it — that  he  sympathized  with  the  Council 
for  having  to  listen  to  the  type  of  people  who 
represent  welfare,,  the  W.  P.  A.  and  the  unem- 
ployed. A  few  weeks  ago  we  had  a  large  snow- 
storm, a  storm  that  had  no  right  to  come  here 
because  the  tax  rate  was  all  figured  out  for  1940 
the  way  Mr.  Loeffler  wanted  it  figured,  and  it 
took  no  account  of  the  snowstorm.  As  a  result 
of  that  storm  the  tax  rate  in  Boston  had  to  go  up 
some  70  cents  per  thousand  dollars.  So  Mr. 
Loeffler — who  gets  $6,500  a  year  for  doing  his 
job — decided  that  something  drastic  should  be 
done.  Former  members  of  the  Body  will  recall 
the  statement  made  by  former  City  Councilor  Joe 
McGrath  in  1934,  when  he  called  Mr.  Loeffler 
"Thurston,  the  Magician."  So  Mr.  Loeffler, 
living  up  to  the  name,  recently  used  some  of  his 
magic  to  have  a  special  meeting  of  the  Appropria- 
tions Committee  called,  to  be  held — not  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  not  in  any  of  the  rooms  where 
the  different  committees  hold  their  meetings  here, 
but  in  an  anteroom  that  I  never  even  knew  existed. 
I  was  not  invited  to  that  meeting,  nothing  was 
posted  on  the  bulletin  board,  where  meetings  are 
supposed  to  be  posted,  and  at  least  ten  other 
councilors  have  told  me  that  they  knew  nothing 
of  the  meeting,  the  councilor  from  Ward  4  (Coun. 
Chase)  being  one  of  the  ten.  Now,  I  want  it 
understood  that  I  want,  and  I  know  that  every 
other  member  of  this  Council  wants,  a  lower  tax 
rate.  Nobody  can  deny  the  fact  that  during  the 
last  snowstorm,  being  alert  and  on  the  job,  I  saved 
the  city  thousands  of  dollars  by  bringing  to  light 
the  fact  that  men  were  on  the  pay  rolls  under 
nine  or  ten  different  names,  and  asking  for  an 
investigation  of  the  snow  removal  situation  up  to 
date,  with  the  result  that,  as  I  understand  it, 
1,050  men  did  not  call  for  their  checks.  If  we 
can  get  the  exact  figures  we  will  know  how  much 
was  saved  the  City  of  Boston.  I  only  bring  this 
out  so  that  it  may  be  understood  that  I,  like 
other  members  here,  wish  to  do  everything  legiti- 
mately possible  to  keep  the  tax  rate  down.  But 
at  the  same  time  I'll  be  darned  if  I'm  going  to  sit 
by  and  allow  Loeffler  to  come  in  here  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  a  pocket  edition  of  the  Good  Govern- 
ment Association  and  tell  me  that  the  food  bill  at 
the  City  Hospital  and  the  Mattapan  Hospital 
should  be  cut  15  per  cent,  while  he  lives  on  a 
$6,500  a  year  menu.  He  wants  us  to  take  away 
the  meat  and  butter  from  the  patients  at  the 
Mattapan  Hospital,  who  are  waiting  for  death. 
He  wants  to  consolidate  departments,  he  wants  a 
no-hiring  policy,  he  wants  a  reduction  in  the 
Police  and  Fire  Departments,  and  he  wants  many 
other  things  But  he  does  not  mention  one  word 
about  the  unemployed,  not  one  word  about  the 
hundreds,  yes,  the  thousands  of  children,  who  are 
undernourished,  not  one  word  about  the  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  dollars  in  tax  abatements  to  the 
Shepard  Stores,  Jordan  Marsh  and  other  large 
corporations.  Oh,  no,  just  slapping  it  on  the 
small  home  owner!  He  does  not  utter  one  word 
about  cutting  the  pay  of  men  like  Henry  Park- 
man,  who-  gets  $10,000  a  year.  No,  he  wants  us 
to  fire  the  $30  a  week  clerk;  and  he  wants  to 
embarrass  the  members  of  the  Council  and  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  by  asking  them  to  cut  the  poor 
employees  of  the  city,  while  he  lets  up  on  the  rich. 
And,  of  course,  his  $6,500  a  year  is  not  affected. 
He  wants  us  to  take  away  meat  and  butter  from 
the  patients  at  the  Mattapan  Hospital,  he  wants 
to  consolidate  departments,  he  wants  a  no-hiring 
policy,  he  wants  a  reduction  in  the  Police  and 
Fire  Departments,  and  he  wants  many  other 
things,  as  I  have  already  said,  but  he  has  no 
interest  in  the  unemployed  or  in  the  children  who 
are  undernourished, — he,  with  his  $6,500  a  year, 
which,  of  course,  is  to  remain  intact.  And  Mr. 
Loeffler,  who  lives  in  Cambridge,  where  the  tax 
rate  has  gone  up  $7  this  year,  was  not  affected 
when  the  East  Boston  and  Haymarket  Relief 
Stations  were  closed,  when  libraries  were  closed, 
when  engine  houses  were  closed,  when  convenience 
stations  were  closed.  And  when  awhile  ago  the 
Shepard  Stores,  Jordan  and  other  establishments 
were  getting  large  abatements   in   their   taxes,    I 


don't  recall  Mr.  Loeffler  saying  anything  about 
that.  When  such  places  are  gett  ng  abatements 
of  $150,000  or  $200,000  he  is  not  interested.  It  is 
all  right  to  protect  the  rich,  but  not  the  small 
people.  He  was  not  affected  when  Whitcomb 
was  imported  from  Springfield  at  a  salary  of 
$20,000  a  year  to  shut  off  the  water  of  the  poor. 
If  he  and  his  organization  or  any  of  the  tax 
dodgers'  organizations  are  on  the  level,  why  don't 
they  fight  for  a  lower  gas  rate  or  electric  fight 
rate,  or  a  lower  telephone  rate,  for  the  people, 
instead  of  always  representing  the  banker,  the 
broker  and  the  big  real  estate  owner?  The 
councilor  from  Ward  5  (Coun.  Shattuck)  invited 
Loeffler  to  attend  that  meeting  last  Thursday. 
I  broke  in,  because  I  was  not  invited.  But  I 
understand  that  he  invited  Loeffler.  What  right 
has  he  to  invite  anybody  when  the  Council  mem- 
bers were  not  invited?  Maybe  they  have  some- 
thing in  common — he  being  the  treasurer  of  Har- 
vard, located  in  Cambridge,  and  Loeffler  living  in 
Cambridge.  Why  shouldn't  the  Police  Commis- 
sioner and  the  Fire  Commissioner,  for  instance,  be 
allowed  the  same  privilege  as  Loeffler?  Why  were 
not  city  officials  and  others  prominently  connected 
with  our  city  affairs  in  Boston  invited?  But  there 
was  an  invitation  simply  to  Loeffler.  Does 
Loeffler  care  that  store  owners  are  being  slugged. 
shot  and  robbed  and  that  sex  fiends  are  roaming 
the  streets  at  large  because  the  Police  Force  is 
undermanned?  Does  he,  living  in  Cambridge, 
care  if  women  and  children  are  burned  to  death 
because  the  Fire  Department  is  undermanned? 
Does  he  care  if  civil  service  employees  are  fired, 
so  long  as  he  produces  for  the  banker,  broker  and 
real  estate  shark?  No,  he  does  not  care  about 
any  of  these  things,  so  long  as  his  $6,500  pay  roll 
is  safe.  Why  were  not  department  heads  called 
in?  I  say  before  we  act  on  this  budget  we  should 
bring  in  the  department  heads  whose  depart- 
ments are  to  be  affected  and  hear  what  they 
have  to  say;  and  today  I  shall  introduce  an  order 
to  refer  the  budget  to  the  Executive  Committee, 
where  all  twenty-two  councilors  can  be  present 
and  where  we  can  summon  department  heads  and 
act  like  City  Councilors,  instead  of  rubber  stamps. 
Bring  in  Mr.  Bloomfield,  who  suggests  the  dis- 
charge of  thirty  constables.  If  I  were  selfish,  I 
might  not  object  to  some  of  them  being  fired. 
l.ecause  some  of  them  did  try  to  knock  me  off. 
But  they  must  perform  some  duties,  regardless  of 
what  Mr.  Bloomfield  or  Mr.  Loeffler  or  anybody 
else  says.  Personally.  I  believe  that  the  Mayor 
has  gone  far  enough  in  the  way  of  reducing  the 
number  of  constables.  After  all.  he  is  the  judge 
and  must  think  that  those  who  are  retained  are 
necessary,  and  to  a  certain  extent  it  does  help  out 
in  the  unemployed  situation.  According  to  the 
Washington  figures,  there  are  just  as  many  loafing 
today  as  there  were  nine  or  ten  years  ago,  when 
the  depression  first  started.  This  Bloomfield,  of 
course,  is  against  the  W.  P.  A.  Like  many  who 
are  enjoying  nice,  fat  salaries,  he  and  others  are 
against  the  employment  of  other  people.  He  is 
the  man  who  wants  to  keep  stores  open  on  Armis- 
tice Day.  He  wants  things  done  for  the  benefit 
of  the  business  men,  hut  he  does  not  care  for  the 
unemployed.  When  the  N.  R.  A.  came  in  and 
objected  to  some  of  the  small  salaries  being  paid 
by  certain  Boston  concerns,  he  did  not  like  it.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  some  of  them  were  paying  only 
$9  or  $10  a  week.  Jordan's  was  paying  $10  a 
week  when  the  minimum  was  supposed  to  be  $15. 
And  so  I  repeat  that  before  we  act  on  this  budget 
we  should  bring  in  here  the  department  heads 
whose  departments  are  to  be  affected  and  hear 
what  they  have  to  say.  I  ask  that  that  action 
be  taken,  that  we  refer  the  budget  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  where  all  twenty-two  councilors 
can  be  present  and  where  we  can  summon  depart- 
ment heads  and  act  like  City  Councilors,  instead 
of  rubber  stamps.  Let  us  act  as  we  should  act  as 
members  of  this  Body,  and  not  at  the  dictation  of 
Loeffler  or  anybody  else.  Therefore,  I  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  to 
call  an  open  meeting,  where  we  can  sit  every 
day  and  go  over  the  different  items,  and  if  there 
are  places  where  cuts  can  properly  be  made  we 
can  make  them.  But  let  us  act  on  our  own 
responsibility,  regardless  of  whether  Loeffler  or 
anybody  else  tells  us  to  cut.  Let  us  consider  the 
real  needs  of  all  departments,  the  needs  in  the 
way  of  relief  stations,  not  closing  them  where  the 
need  exists  for  their  being  kept  open,  the  needs 
in  the  way  of  hospitals,  engine  houses  and  various 
city  activities.  Let  us  pass  on  the  question  of 
whether  men  should  be  fired  in  the  departments, 
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whether  reductions  should  be  made  that  will  re- 
duce the  value  of  important  activities  of  our  city. 
We  are  the  ones  passing  on  these  questions,  and 
not  critics  from  other  municipalities  who  are  paid 
a  good  salary  to  propose  things  that  will  be  a 
detriment  to  Boston.  Let  us  not  be  simply 
rubber  stamps,  in  the  interest  of  Loeffler  or  any- 
body else.  I  might  just  mention  a  few  names  of 
these  critics.  There  is,  for  instance,  Charles 
Francis  Adams.  I  could  not  get  his  address. 
Apparently  some  of  these  addresses  are  not  even 
given  out.  But  certainly  a  number  of  these  men 
do  not  live  in  the  City  of  Boston.  In  addition  to 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  there  is  Frederick  C. 
Church,  Jr.,  G.  L.  Batchelder,  Jr.,  George  E. 
Cabot,  Walter  Channing,  Russell  S.  Codman, 
John  J.  Cornish,  R.  Ammi  Cutter,  Lee  M.  Fried- 
man, and  others.  It  is  the  old  Good  Government 
Association  all  over  again.  I  will  end  with  just 
a  few  words.  I  have  already  paid  my  respects  to 
Mr.  Loeffler,  who  lives  in  Cambridge,  and  there  is 
Rodney  Long,  President  of  the  Massachusetts 
Real  Estate  Exchange,  who  also  lives  in  Cam- 
bridge. These  men,  many  of  whom  do  not  live 
in  Boston  at  all,  are  very  much  interested  in  the 
tax  rate  of  this  city,  although  the  tax  rates  on 
their  own  cities  and  towns  have  also  gone  up 
greatly  and,  according  to  newspaper  items,  will 
undoubtedly  increase  again  this  year.  It  might 
be  interesting  to  ask  Mr.  Loeffler  and  Mr.  Long 
what  they  have  done  about  the  taxes  in  their 
own  town.  Can  it  be  that  Loeffler  is  only 
interested  in  the  tax  rate  of  Boston  and  is  not 
interested  in  Cambridge?  It  seems  to  me  that 
both  Loeffler  and  Long  should  put  in  their  time 
in  an  effort  to  reduce  the  tax  rate  in  their  own 
city,  and  that  the  other  people  who  are  so  much 
interested  in  Boston  should  devote  some  time  to 
their  own  communities.  Mr.  Hunneman  lives  in 
Brookline,  and  I  believe,  from  an  item  that  I 
recently  read,  that  the  town  of  Brookline  faces  a 
$5  increase  in  its  taxes  this  year,  the  highest  it  has 
ever  had.  Has  Hunneman  done  anything  about 
it?  E.  J.  Brehaut,  manager  of  the  Chamber,  and 
connected  with  the  Civic  Bureau  of  the  Boston 
-Chamber  of  Commerce,  lives  in  Danvers.  The 
tax  rate  in  Danvers  last  year  was  $39.20,  almost 
on  a  par  with  that  of  Boston.  Why  doesn't  he 
do  something  about  the  situation  in  the  town  of 
Danvers?  All  I  want  to  add  is  this.  There  were 
these  meetings  held  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Loeffler, 
to  which  the  rest  of  us  were  not  invited,  including, 
as  I  understand,  the  councilor  on  my  right,  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase),  who  was 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
last  year.  I  say  that  he  should  certainly  have 
been  invited  to  that  meeting,  and  others  of  us 
here  should  have  been  invited,  members  of  this 
Council,  who  are  certainly  interested  in  the  tax 
rate  of  Boston.  As  I  say,  I  believe  the  matter 
should  be  opened  up  and  that  hearing  on  the  budget 
should  be  continued,  the  heads  of  departments 
and  others  being  invited  in,  so  that  the  whole 
matter  may  be  given  proper  consideration.  I  do 
not  intend  to  vote  for  this  budget  anyway,  until 
they  open  up  that  Relief  .Station  in  East  Boston, 
to  take  care  of  the  70,000  people  there.  It  had 
been  opened  since  1904,  and  has  now  been  closed 
for  the  last  year  and  a  half,  and  just  a  short  time 
ago  a  man  fell  off  a  roof  at  the  corner  of  Porter 
street,  falling  into  the  concrete  yard  of  the  Relief 
Station,  at  which  he  could  have  been  taken  care 
of  if  it  had  not  been  closed.  As  it  was,  he  had 
to  be  sent  across  the  ferry  to  the  City  Hospital, 
and  died  fifteen  minutes  before  they  could  get 
him  there.  They  said  there  that  if  they  could 
have  treated  him  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  before  he 
had  arrived  there  was  the  possibility  of  saving  his 
life.  I  say,  keep  the  tax  rate  as  low  as  possible, 
yes,  but  do  not  dispense  with  or  reduce  the  proper 
activities  of  this  city.  And  I  say  that  Mr. 
Loeffler  should  look  after  his  own  town. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  say  just  a  word  in  answer  to  what  the 
gentleman  has  just  said.  I  shall  not  enter  into 
a  diatribe  of  personalities  which  have  nothing  to 
do  with  what  is  before  us.  The  councilor  referred 
to  two  secret  meetings  that  we  had  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations,  and  said  he  was  not 
notified.  In  the  first  place,  no  person  who  is 
not  a  member  of  a  committee  is  notified  of  any 
meeting  of  the  committee,  as  we  all  know.  Every 
member  is  familiar  with  the  fact  that  notices  of 
a  meeting  are  sent  only  to  members  of  the  com- 
mittee that  is  meeting.  On  occasion  notice  is  also 
sent  to  members  of  the  Council,  but  that  is  simply 
a  matter  of  courtesy.     When  executive  meetings 


are  held,  I  never  heard  of  sending  notices  to 
all  the  members  of  the  Council.  So  there  is 
nothing  secret  about  executive  meetings,  simply 
because  notice  is  not  sent  to  members  not  on  the 
committee.  I  invited  Mr.  Loeffler  to  come. 
I  thought  he  might  help  us  by  the  presentation 
of  facts  that  would  have  some  bearing  on  the 
budget,  and  that  the  information  he  presented 
might  be  helpful  in  this  very  distressing  situa- 
tion that  we  are  facing.  Of  course,  we  are  not 
rubber  stamps,  ,as  the  councilor  has  said.  The 
idea  was  to  give  him  an  opportunity  to  make  a 
statement,  to  give  us  facts  that  he  had  in  his 
possession,  and  to  give  us  an  opportunity  to  con- 
sider them  absolutely  without  prejudice.  I  don't 
recall  that  Mr.  Loeffler  said  there  should  be  a  cut 
of  15  per  cent  from  food  items  in  the  City  Hos- 
pital or  the  Mattapan  Hospital.  He  did  say 
that  he  thought  the  increase  in  fuel  and  food  in  the 
hospital  as  compared  with  last  year  did  not  seem 
justified  by  any  increase  in  the  cost  of  food  and 
fuel.  It  certainly  seems  clear  that  food  prices 
as  of  January  1,  1938,  and  January  1,  1939,  show 
that  the  prices  as  of  today  have  gone  down  con- 
siderably. The  price  of  fuel  has  very  slightly 
gone  up.  Therefore,  it  was  difficult  to  see  why 
increases  were  justified  on  the  ground  that  prices 
had  gone  up  where  there  had  been  no  increase 
justifying  the  added  cost  at  all.  We  have  already 
had  meetings  at  which  the  department  heads  have 
come  before  us.  It  may  be  that  the  councilor 
does  not  know  that  we  had  those  meetings,  but 
they  were  held  in  this  room  and  continued  for 
about  two  weeks.  A  number  of  the  councilors, 
not  only  members  of  the  committee,  but  others, 
were  present,  and  asked  questions  if  they  chose. 
I  might  say  that  I  never  knew  a  department 
head  who  thought  he  heeded  less  money  than  was 
recommended  for  him,  and  I  have  been  sitting  on 
budgets  for  twenty  years.  I  started  at  the 
State  House  in  1920  and  have  been  interested 
in  budgets  there  and  here  up  to  the  present  time. 
But  I  never  yet  have  seen  a  department  head  who 
would  admit  that  he  could  get  along  with  less 
money  than  was  allowed  him.  It  is  claimed  that 
Mr.  Loeffler  said  he  did  not  want  radios  in  police 
cars.  I  never  knew  of  his  making  such  a  state- 
ment. In  conclusion,  I  will  simply  say  that  I 
believe  we  are  faced  with  an  exceedingly  serious 
situation,  an  exceedingly  difficult  problem,  and 
I  believe  that  we  should  get  light  and  information 
from  every  source  from  which  we  possibly  can 
get  it,  in  order  that  we  may  serve  the  public  with 
full  enlightenment  to  the  extent  of  our  ability 
and  understanding.  I  believe  that  is  our  duty, 
and  it  is  a  duty  that  we  should  not  neglect.  If 
there  is  any  person  who  lives  in  Boston,  Cambridge 
or  Kalamazoo,  who  can  give  us  helpful  informa- 
tion,  we  should  get  it. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  unanimous  consent  to  make  a  brief  state- 
ment. In  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
(Coun.  Shattuck),  I  wish  to  say  that  I  agree 
with  him  that  if  there  is  any  light  we  can  legiti- 
mately obtain  from  men  coming  from  outside, 
on  the  budget,  we  should  get  it.  But  I  do  not  put 
these  men  in  that  category.  They  have  come 
here  not  disinterested,  but  with  ulterior  motives, 
and  therefore  whatever  they  say  is  to  be  taken 
very  carefully.  They  are  not  primarily  inter- 
ested in  the  City  of  Boston,  but  simply  in  certain 
elements  in  our  community.  Therefore,  I  believe 
this  whole  matter  should  be  opened  up  again,  that 
the  heads  of  departments  should  be  called  in,  and 
that  we  should  go  over  the  whole  question  care- 
fully. I  am  willing  to  sit  in  with  the  Executive 
Committee  every  day  this  next  week,  or  longer, 
if  necessary,  in  open  meetings  held  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  meetings  that  we  can  all  attend  as 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee.  As  for 
the  meetings  of  the  Appropriations  Committee 
to  consider  the  budget,  to  which  the  councilor  has 
referred,  I  attended  them  myself.  They  went  on 
for  a  week  or  more,  and  the  councilor  from  Ward  5 
did  not  put  in  an  appearance  at  at  least  four  or 
five  of  them.  That  is  a  fact,  because  I  sat  here 
every  day. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  the  state- 
ment that  the  gentleman  has  just  made  is  not  the 
fact.  It  is  a  falsehood.  I  was  present  at  every 
one  of  the  meetings  except  two.  At  the  first 
of  the  two  I  was  unavoidably  absent  by  reason  of  a 
longstanding  engagement  that  I  could  not  change. 
At  the  other  meeting  I  was  absent  because  I  was 
held  up  by  the  storm  in  getting  back  to  Boston. 
Except  for   that   I   attended   all   the  meetings. 
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OBJECTION   TO   DOUBLE   SALARIES. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the 
Corporation  Counsel  consider  the  preparation 
of  rules,  regulations  or  laws  to  prevent  individuals 
now  gainfully  employed  by  any  branch  of  the 
Government,  State,  County,  City  or  School 
Departments,  from  employment  in  any  city 
position  whether  temporary  or  not,  and  whether 
outside  the  regular  hours  of  their  employment  or 
not;  so  that  no  individual  receiving  one  salary 
from  any  branch  of  the  Government  may  be 
eligible  to  receive  another  salary  or  wage,  thus 
depriving  unemployed,  worthy  and  capable 
persons  of  obtaining  employment,  no  matter  how 
limited,  in  the  School  or  other  City  Departments. 

Coun.  GOODE — Mr.  President,  as  a  former 
city  employee  1  realize  that  there  are  many 
competent  and  diligent  men  and  women  on  the 
city  pay  roll  who  are  a  credit  to  the  City  of  Boston. 
For  these  people  I  have  only  the  highest  respect 
and  regard.  There  are  others  on  the  city  pay  roll, 
not  satisfied  with  the  protection  and  security  of  a 
permanent  civil  service  position,  who  continually 
reach  out  grasping  for  more.  These  pay  roll 
patriots  and  salary-grabbing  chiselers  prevent 
capable  young  men  and  women  from  securing 
temporary  work  in  city  departments.  I  have 
investigated  the  pay  rolls  of  the  Department  for 
Extended  Use  of  Public  Schools  and  I  find  that 
there  are  many  holding  two  positions  who  live 
outside  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  pay  their  taxes 
in  other  cities  and  towns  while  taxpayers  of 
Boston  are  unable  to  find  any  type  of  work. 
The  City  of  Boston  should  be  the  last  to  en- 
courage such  a  vicious  system.  This  particular 
department  spends  $50,000  annually  in  salaries, 
most  of  it  to  persons  who  are  already  on  either  a 
City,  State,  or  Federal  pay  roll.  Any  person  who 
holds  a  position  as  chief  clerk  in  the  county  or 
city  should  be  ashamed  to  take  a  temporary  school 
position  in  the  evening  when  hundreds  of  capable 
young  men  and  women  in  the  city  are  unemployed. 
I  have  investigated  the  situation  in  the  city  of 
New  York  and  have  had  a  memorandum  from 
Mayor  La  Guardia,  who  informs  me  that  this 
situation  could  never  arise  in  the  city  of  New 
York  under  chapter  771  of  the  Acts  of  1939.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  Babylonians  of  15  Beacon  street 
have  made  the  school  centers  a  haven  for  their 
friends  and  relatives  and  a  refuge  for  salary  hogs 
who  have  done  everything  but  go  down  to  the 
commodity  stations  for  a  daily  ration  of  milk. 
This  order  will  prevent  permanently  employed 
persons  from  being  on  two  pay  rolls  at  the  same 
time,  and  I  respectfully  request  its  passage  at 
this  time.  Certainly  this  is  a  vicious  system  that 
is  prevailing  at  a  time  like  this  when  so  many  of 
our  citizens  are  continually  seeking  employment 
and  appealing  to  us  for  assistance  in  getting  it. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SANDING   SAVIN   HILL   BEACH. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Park    Commission    be    re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,   to  start 
work   immediately   on   the   W.   P.   A.    project    of 
sanding  Savin  Hill  Beach. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAYING   OF   WARD    13   STREETS. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 

Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 

to  repave  with  smooth  pavement,   as   W.   P.   A. 

projects,  the  following  streets  in  Ward  13: 

Hartland   street,    Dewey   street,    Dacia   street, 

Newport  street. 


MORE   CITY   HOSPITAL   NURSES. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  arrange  to  have  more  nurses  assigned 
to  floor  duty  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital  due  to 
the  present  crowded  conditions  of  the  hospital. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President  and  members 
of  the  Honorable  Body,  I  trust  that  the  order  I 
have   presented    will   receive   favorable   action   at 


the  hands  of  this  Council.  Being  on  the  Hospital 
Committee,  I  have  spent  from  four  to  eight  hours 
a  day  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital  and  I  am  very 
familiar  with  the  workings  of  the  institution. 
The  hospital  is  crowded  to  capacity  and  should 
have  an  increased  staff.  The  lack  of  sufficient 
personnel  to  look  after  the  patients  is  particularly 
noticeable  at  night,  after  eight  o'clock,  when  you 
will  find  one  nurse,  and  not  a  graduate  nurse, 
in  charge  of  a  large  ward.  It  is  impossible  to 
properly  take  care  of  patients  and  give  them  the 
care  they  should  have  in  a  ward  under  such  con- 
ditions. The  hospital  employees  as  a  whole  are 
doing  a  fine  job  and  are  unusually  conscientious 
employees.  But  the  fact  remains  that  the  hos- 
pital is  very  much  under-manned.  I  trust, 
therefore,  notwithstanding  the  budget  cut  in  the 
department,  that  the  Hospital  Trustees  will  take 
steps  to  have  more  nurses  assigned  to  floor  duty 
at  the  present  time. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


WAGE   SYSTEM   FOR    TEMPORARY 
TEACHERS. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  School  Committee  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  study 
the  possibility  of  working  out  a  more  equitable 
wage  system  for  those  unappointed  teachers,  who, 
although  they  have  been  teaching  steadily  for 
several  years,  are  denied  both  the  security  and  the 
salary  of  permanent  appointees. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
understand  that  there  are  in  the  aggregate  about 
five  hundred  of  these  unappointed  teachers  in 
the  Boston  school  system  who,  although  they 
have  been  teaching  steadily,  some  of  them  for  ten 
years,  are  denied  both  the  security  and  the  salary 
of  permanent  employees.  They  are  what  are 
called  permanent  substitutes,  and  are  receiving  a 
daily  wage.  Much  publicity  has  been  given  to 
their  situation  lately,  and  there  is  no  question 
that  a  wage  system  should  be  worked  out  whereby 
these  unappointed  teachers  will  be  placed  on  an 
annual  basis  and  given  an  annual  salary.  I  under- 
stand that  the  average  salary  that  they  now  receive 
is  about  $16  a  week,  and  that,  with  the  work  they 
are  doing,  on  an  equitable  basis  they  should  be 
granted  a  $1,200  annual  salary. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


W.    P.    A. 


PERSONNEL   IN   GREATER 
BOSTON. 


Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  It  has  been  publicly  stated  that  thirteen 
thousand  W.  P.  A.  employees  in  Massachusetts — 
twenty-five  hundred  of  whom  reside  in  Boston 
— will  be  dropped  from  the  W.  P.  A.  pay  rolls  as 
of  April  1,  1940;  and 

Whereas,  This  seasonal  layoff  comes  as  the 
result  of  a  purported  increase  in  employment 
in  private  industry;  and 

Whereas,  Boston,  as  an  industrial  city,  does  not 
benefit  by  this  seasonal  increase  which  affects 
only  agricultural  centers;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts delegation  in  Congress  be  requested  to 
communicate  with  the  President  for  the  purpose 
of  having  Washington  authorities  maintain,  or  if 
possible  increase,  the  W.  P.  A.  personnel  in  greater 
Boston. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
know  of  no  place  where  it  is  so  important  as  it  is 
here  to  have  action  taken  in  Washington  to 
maintain,  or  if  possible  increase,  the  W.  P.  A. 
personnel  in  greater  Boston.  Here  in  Massachu- 
setts our  chief  employment  is  in  the  winter-time; 
it  is  an  industrial  employment,  very  largely  in 
rubber,  boot  and  shoe  and  textile  factories.  There 
is  more  employment  in  such  industrial  lines  in 
winter  than  at  any  other  time  in  the  year.  So  the 
news  we  receive  from  Washington  that  13,000 
W.  P.  A.  employees  in  Massachusetts,  2,500  of 
whom  reside  in  Boston,  will  be  dropped  from  the 
W.  P.  A.  pay  rolls  as  of  April  1  is  very  sad  news 
for  our  city  and  our  state.  This  is  not  an  agri- 
cultural area.  I  do  not  believe  there  are  two 
people  in  Boston  who  are  engaged  in  farming. 
In  the  agricultural  parts  of  the  country,  of  course, 
the  situation  is  different,  and  there  is  a  seasonal 
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increase  in  employment  in  the  summer  and  fall. 
But  I  believe  if  this  proposed  action  takes  effect 
in  Boston  and  Massachusetts,  it  will  hamstring 
our  people.  I  know  some  myself  who  will  be  very 
seriously  affected  by  the  layoff  of  thirty  days 
each,  eighteen  months  under  the  W.  P.  A.  pro- 
visions. I  believe,  therefore,  that  we  should 
request  the  Massachusetts  delegation  in  Congress 
to  communicate  with  the  President  with  the 
object  of  having  the  Washington  authorities  main- 
tain or  increase  the  W.  P.  A.  personnel  in  greater 
Boston.  Certainly  Boston  and  Massachusetts, 
as  industrial  centers,  would  benefit  by  such  action. 
The  resolution  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


IMPROVEMENT   OF    RANDOLPH    STREET 
PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  HURLEY  and  RUSSO  offered  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  remove  the  foundation  of  the  old 
building  at  the  Randolph  Street  Playground,  as  it 
is  a  menace  to  the  boys  playing  baseball  there, 
and  to  resurface  the  entire  playground  with  loam. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ADVERTISING   OF  UNPAID    1938   TAXES. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Collector  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  defer  adver- 
tising 1938  unpaid  taxes  until  such  time  as  the 
Board  of  Assessors  has  had  ample  time  to  review 
all  abatement  applications,  and  until  such  time  as 
a  notice  either  of  denial  or  granting  of  the  abate- 
ment has  been  received  by  the  taxpayer 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  notice  has  been 
issued  from  the  collector's  office  during  the  last 
ten  days  or  two  weeks  about  the  proposed  adver- 
tising of  1938  unpaid  taxes,  with  the  consequent 
threat  of  sale  of  the  property.  Such  notices  have 
een  received  by  a  number  of  taxpayers  in  my  dis- 
trict, and  the  same  thing  is  undoubtedly  true 
throughout  the  entire  city.  It  seems  to  me  very 
unfair  to  advertise  delinquent  taxes  in  this  way 
until  the  taxpayer  has  at  least  had  an  opportunity 
to  know  whether  his  application  to  the  Board  of 
Assessors  for  abatement  has  beei  either  denied  or 
granted.  Many  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Assessors  have  to  spend  much  time  before  the 
Board  of  Tax  Appeals  and  have  not  yet  had  suffi- 
cient opportunity  to  go  over  the  applications  by 
taxpayers  for  abatement.  I  feel  that  certainly 
nothing  should  be  done  in  the  way  of  advertising 
the  properties  until  the  taxpayers  have  had  a 
chance  to  receive  notice  from  the  Board  of  Assessors 
to  the  effect  that  their  application  for  abatement 
has  been  either  denied  or  granted.  I  trust,  there- 
fore, that  the  order  will  pass. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  I  had  intended 
to  submit  an  order  similar  to  this  asking  that  such 
action  be  delayed  until  those  who  have  thus  far 
been  unable  to  pay  the  1938  taxes  have  had  a 
chance  to  find  out  whether  application  for  abate- 
ment has  been  granted  under  Clause  18.  I  do  not 
understand  why  the  Collector  of  Taxes  does  not 
use  better  judgment  in  matters  of  this  kind,  year 
in  and  year  out.  He  knows  that  the  property 
owners  have  a  right  t  >  appeal  for  abatement  to 
the  Board  of  Assessors  under  Clause  18,  and  he 
should  certainly  wait  until  the  Board  of  Assessors 
have  a  chance  to  decide  whether  the  application 
should  be  granted  or  denied.  The  Board  of  Asses- 
sors are  busy  before  the  Board  of  Tax  Appeals 
until  March,  and  during  March,  April  and  May 
are  supposed  to  pass  on  the  question  of  abatements 
under  this  particular  clause.  In  the  meantime, 
until  those  applications  are  passed  upon,  there  is 
absolutely  no  reason  why  the  Tax  Collector  should 
take  hasty  action  in  advertising  sales  of  these 
properties.  When  he  does  so,  what  is  the  result? 
It  simply  adds  expense  to  the  poor  widows  and 
others  unable  to  pay,  and  certainly  nothing  is  lost 
to  the  city  by  w  iting  until  these  applications  for 
abatements  have  been  passed  upon  by  the  assessors. 
The  city  is  not  going  to  suffer  if  the  collector  fails 
to  act  until  that  opportunity  is  granted  to  the  tax- 
payers and  the  Board  has  passed  upon  their  appli- 
cation. It  simply  means  arbitrary  action  with  the 
idea  of  being  efficient,  action  that  results  in  an 
injustice   to   these   taxpayers.     I   would   suggest, 


therefore,  that  the  City  Collector,  under  Clause  18, 
refrain  from  advertising  the  sales  of  such  properties 
until  the  Board  of  Assessors  has  acted  upon  the 
application  for  abatement,  because  those  people 
who  would  so  apply  under  Clause  18  have  no 
money  to  spend  unnecessarily.  The  idea  of  grant- 
ing them,  under  Clause  18,  the  right  to  apply  for 
abatement,  is  action  that  has  been  taken  for  their 
protection.  So  why  should  this  possible  extra 
financial  burden  be  forced  upon  these  poor  people? 
Why  should  they  not  be  given  the  benefit  of  their 
right  to  apply  for  abatement  under  Clause  18,  and 
to  have  their  petition  either  granted  or  denied? 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


EXPENDITURES  FOR  PLAYGROUNDS  AND 
JUVENILE  COURTS. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Budget  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  inform 
the  City  Council: 

1.  The  total  expenditures  yearly  during  1937, 
1938  and  1939  for  repairs  to  and  equipment  for  all 
of  the  playgrounds  in  the  city. 

2.  The  total  expenditures  yearly  during  1937, 
1938  and  1939  for  maintenance  of  the  juvenile 
courts  in  the  city. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  there  has  been 
considerable  agitation  in  my  district  and  through- 
out the  city  in  favor  of  better  playground  facilities, 
and  many  orders  along  that  line  have  been  intro- 
duced by  my  colleagues  and  by  myself.  I  have 
stood  time  and  again  on  the  floor  of  the  Council 
and  said  that  our  playgrounds  are  not  a  credit  to 
the  city,  these  small  areas  laid  out  with  poor  sur- 
faces and  with  no  proper  equipment.  There  is  no 
reason  why  more  should  not  be  done  for  the 
youngsters,  for  instance,  during  the  time  when 
such  playgrounds  can  be  used  for  skating  pur- 
poses, and  when  the  areas  are  not  properly  flooded, 
the  excuse  being  given  that  it  cannot  be  done  for 
this  reason  or  that.  We  know,  of  course,  that 
these  things  will  cost  a  little  money,  but  I  think 
we  should  consider  not  only  the  money  but  the 
fact  that  these  youngsters  are  starting  out  in  life, 
and  that  many  get  a  poor  physical  start  because 
of  lack  of  proper  playground  facilities.  I  don't 
think  the  desirable  repairs  and  equipment  in  the 
playgrounds  of  the  city  would  cost  over  a  quarter 
of  a  million  dollars,  which  would  add  only  about 
15  cents  to  the  tax  rate,  and  many  of  the  young 
folks  would  thereby  be  given  the  benefit  of  ball 
grounds,  tennis  courts,  and  that  sort  of  thing. 
The  result  would  be  to  take  many  of  our  young 
people  off  the  streets  and  keep  them  out  of  the 
Juvenile  Court.  I  certainly  trust,  therefore,  par- 
ticularly in  view  of  the  criticism  and  the  efforts 
that  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  in  this 
direction,  that  some  action  will  be  taken.  It 
seems  to  me  that  no  finer  thing  can  be  done  than 
to  give  the  youngsters  of  our  city,  playground  and 
outdoor  facilities  that  will  help  to  make  them 
strong,  healthy  men  and  women.  The  information 
requested  as  to  the  total  expenditures  for  main- 
tenance of  the  Juvenile  Court  in  the  city  will  also, 
I  think,  throw  some  light  on  the  importance  of 
spending  money  on  the  playgrounds  which  will 
tend  to  reduce  the  expenditures  for  the  Juvenile 
Court. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PAINTING    OF    CROSSWALKS,    WARD     10. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Traffic    Commissioner    be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  paint 
crosswalks  at  the  approaches  to  all  churches  and 
schools  in  Ward  10. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


AUTOMOBILE   REPAIRS   BY   CITY 
MECHANICS. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Municipal  Survey  Com- 
mittee be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  make  a  complete  survey  of  methods  followed  by 
the  various  city  department  heads  in  awarding 
outside  automobile  repair  contracts,   with  a  view 


101 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


to  formulating  a  plan  whereby  this  type  of  work 
will  be  performed  by  regular  city  automobile 
mechanics. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  considerably  over  $100,000  is  provided 
in  the  municipal  budget  this  year  for  automobile 
repairs  outside  of  the  automobile  repair  forces 
of  the  various  city  departments.  I  believe  the 
Public  Works  Department  has  approximately 
thirty-two  automobile  mechanics  employed.  It 
would  seem  to  me  that  thirty-two  men  could 
repair  a  considerable  number  of  automobiles  in 
the  course  of  a  year.  Nevertheless,  last  year 
we  found  that  thousands  of  dollars  were  provided 
in  the  city  budget  for  outside  repair  contracts. 
In  that  particular  department  alone,  the  Public 
Works  Department,  I  believe  the  amount  ran 
up  to  $50,000.  Throughout  all  the  departments 
we  found  various  department  heads  awarding 
outside  contracts  for  automobile  mechanical  work. 
I  contend,  inasmuch  as  the  City  of  Boston  is  one 
of  the  largest,  if  not  the  largest,  corporation  in 
New  England,  that  the  same  business  methods 
should  be  followed  that  are  followed  by  outside 
corporations  and  I  contend  that  there  is  not  a 
corporation  in  Massachusetts  or  New  England, 
other  than  a  municipal  corporation,  that  would 
follow  our  methods  in  the  matter  of  automobile 
repairs.  There  is  no  question  but  what  the 
Boston  system  in  this  matter  is  radically  wrong, 
and  I  feel,  inasmuch  as  the  Mayor  has  seen  fit 
to  ask  the  Council  to  provide  funds  for  a  Munic- 
ipal Survey  Committee,  which  would  be  sup- 
posed to  take  up  matters  of  cost  and  efficiency, 
that  here  is  one  place  where  the  Municipal  Survey 
Committee  can  make  a  survey  that  will  un- 
doubtedly save  thousands  of  dollars  to  the  city  in 
the  course  of  a  year.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the 
Council  will  pass  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


TRAFFIC   SURVEY,    WARD    4. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  conduct 
a  traffic  survey  in  the  Back  Bay  section  of  Ward  4 
in  order  to  formulate  a  plan  to  relieve  traffic  con- 
gestion due  to  the  extraordinary  flow  of  vehicular 
traffic  through  the  district;  and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  a  survey  be  made  in  the  said  dis- 
trict of  the  parking  conditions  in  the  narrow  streets 
with  a  view  to  reducing  unnecessary  congestion 
and  probable  fire  hazards  occasioned  thereby. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FINANCE    COMMISSION    INVESTIGATION 
OF   BEANO   GAMES. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Finance  Commission 
be  requested,   through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,   to 
conduct    a    complete    investigation    of   all    Beano 
games  licensed  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  have  intro- 
duced this  order  simply  because  not  long  ago  I 
read  an  editorial  in  the  Boston  Traveler  at  the  time 
when  the  City  Council  Committee  on  Ordinances 
was  proposing  to  conduct  an  investigation  of 
Beano  games  in  this  city.  Up  to  today  no  investi- 
gation has  been  made.  I  doubt  very  much  whether 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  of  the  City  Council 
has  the  power  to  make  such  an  investigation.  We 
lack  the  power,  for  instance,  to  place  people  under 
oath,  and,  because  we  lack  such  power,  if  we 
should  attempt  to  conduct  an  investigation  I 
doubt  very  much  whether  we  could  get  anywhere. 
We  have  read  all  sorts  of  charges  in  the  news- 
papers, and  much  has  been  said  about  Beano  in 
this  Body.  Only  yesterday  I  saw  that  the  District 
Attorney  of  Middlesex  County  was  conducting  an 
investigation  of  Beano  in  Watertown.  Supposedly 
the  proceeds  of  the  game  out  there  were  going  to 
charity,  but  it  appears  that  approximately  $2,000 
annually  was  given  to  charity,  while  the  rest  of 
the  gross  receipts  from  the  game  totalled  in  the 
vicinity  of  $150,000  a  year.  I  say  if  such  a  situa- 
tion can  exist  in  Watertown,  it  can  exist  here. 
The  councilor  from  East  Boston  (Coun.  Coffey), 
while  admitting  that  such  conditions  may  exist  in 
Revere,  claims  that  they  do  not  exist  in  this  city. 
Well,  let  us  have  an  investigation  made  by  the 
Finance  Commission;  let  us  not  be  hoodwinked  in 


this  matter.  In  spite  of  what  has  been  stated  by 
certain  members  of  the  Body,  we  have  heard  about 
what  happens  at  Beano  games  in  certain  parts  of 
the  city,  and  I  say  it  is  about  time  that  the  officials 
of  the  City  of  Boston  did  something  about  it.  I 
trust  that  the  Finance  Commission,  the  investi- 
gating authority  of  the  city,  will  conduct  a  com- 
plete investigation  of  all  Beano  games  licensed  in 
Boston.  I  trust  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will 
see  fit  to  request  the  Finance  Commission  to 
make  such  an  investigation,  as  it  is  a  matter  com- 
petely  outside  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Council,  and 
1  believe  the  result  will  benefit  the  City  of  Boston. 
Therefore,  I  hope  the  Mayor  will  see  fit  to  ask  the 
Finance  Commission  to  do  this. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  I  hold  no 
brief  for  Beano  operators,  but  I  think  the  chief 
investigating  officers  to  deal  with  a  question  of  this 
kind  are  the  District  Attorney  or  the  Police 
Department.  The  Finance  Commission  has  no 
authority  over  Beano  games.  Its  sole  function 
is  to  investigate  matters  relating  to  the  finances 
of  the  city.  How  are  they  concerned  in  this 
matter?  If  the  Beano  operators  are  conducting 
business  unlawfully,  that  is  a  matter  for  the 
District  Attorney  or  the  Police  Department,  and 
not  for  the  Finance  Commission.  Certainly  they 
have  no  authority  in  the  matter.  I  have  no  interest 
in  Beano  one  way  or  the  other,  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  any  proposed  investigation  of  this  kind  should 
be  conducted  in  a  proper  manner  and  by  the 
proper   investigating  officials. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  COFFEY  said: 
Mr.  President,  I  would  like  the  consent  of  the 
Council  to  say  a   word. 

President  GALVIN — Unless  there  is  objection, 
the  gentleman  may  proceed. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President.  I  read  an 
article  in  one  of  yesterday's  Boston  papers  saying 
that  there  was  going  to  be  a  Beano  battle  take 
place  here  today.  The  councilor  from  Ward  4 
(Cran.  Chase)  claimed  in  conversation  with  me 
previous  to  today's  meeting  that  he  knew  nothing 
about  that  article  in  the  paper.  Now,  I  have  an 
order  in  about  prizes  being  given  up  to  $100. 
I  did  make  a  statement  about  Beano  rackets 
in  Revere,  yes.  I  also  made  a  statement  that 
there  are  no  Beano  rackets  in  East  Boston,  the 
section  that  I  represent,  and  I  do  not  think  there 
are  any  elsewhere  in  the  City  of  Boston.  There 
were  some  two  and  one  half  years  ago,  before  the 
Mayor  took  office,  but  the  matter  was  taken  up 
and  the  rackets  are  out.  I  have,  as  I  say,  an 
order  in  regard  to  this  matter  that  will  probably 
come  out  next  week,  in  regard  to  giving  Beano 
prizes  up  to  $100.  I  have  tried  to  explain  to  the 
Council  how  you  can  eliminate  Beano  racketeer- 
ing in  Boston  if  my  order  is  passed.  I  have  an 
order,  which  will  probably  come  out  next  week, 
which  allows  Beano  prizes  up  to  $100,  and  I  shall 
try  to  explain  to  the  councilman  from  Ward  4 
how  you  can  eliminate  Beano  racketeering  here 
if  my  order  is  passed.  Today  Beano  can  be 
operated  in  a  hall  only  one  night  in  the  week. 
Now,  suppose  there  should  be  a  Beano  operating 
here,  charging  5  cents  for  two  cards,  with  which 
you  could  win  $2,  and  10  cents  for  five  cards, 
with  which  you  could  win  $5.  Some  of  the 
racketeering  Beanos  in  this  state  have  been  run 
on  that  basis.  Well,  if  you  have  a  place,  operated 
just  the  one  night  in  a  week,  where  a  person  can 
go  in  and  pay  a  dollar  for  the  whole  evening, 
keeping  his  two  cards,  with  the  possibility  of 
winning  a  $100  prize,  nobody  is  going  to  patronize 
the  two  for  5-cent  cards  or  the  five  for  10-cent 
cards,  when  they  can  go  in  this  other  pace  and 
stay  the  whole  evening,  paying  a  dollar  for  the 
evening,  with  the  chance  of  winning  the  $100  prize. 
The  first  place  cannot  afford  to  give  more  than 
the  $5,  while  next  door  a  person  can  go  in,  spend  a 
dollar,  and  have  a  chance  to  win  $100.  With 
that  inducement,  they  will  go  to  that  place,  where 
they  do  not  have  to  give  up  a  large  amount  of 
money  and  where  they  may  win  a  worthwhile 
prize,  besides  having  a  good  evening's  entertain- 
ment. The  same  principle  applies  to  these  out- 
of-town  racketeering  Beano  games,  where  they 
send  buses  in  from  Cambridge,  Melrose,  Taunton 
or  other  places,  and  give  the  patrons  of  their 
games  a  free  ride.  Under  my  order,  they  would 
have  a  better  time  right  here  in  Boston,  would 
not  pay  a  large  amount  and  would  have  a  chance 
of  winning  a  good  prize.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase)  last  week  introduced  an 
order,  which  was  ruled  out,  asking  the  Attorney- 
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General  to  investigate  Beano  games.  I  would 
now  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4,  if  the 
Beano  situation  is  so  serious,  that  he  should 
introduce  an  order  petitioning  the  Governor  to 
call   out   the   militia!     (Laughter.) 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement.  Since  the 
first  of  the  year  we  have  had  these  investigation 
orders  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4 
(Coun.  Chase).  Early  in  the  year  he  filed  an 
order  to  investigate  the  Housing  situation.  When- 
ever he  introduces  such  orders,  if  he  produces 
facts  showing  that  what  he  wishes  investigated  is 
dishonest,  producing  evidence  in  support  of  his 
statement,  I  will  gladly  vote  for  such  investi- 
gations. But  there  was  no  such  evidence  pro- 
duced in  that  case,  and  now  he  has  introduced  an 
order  in  regard  to  the  Beano  situation,  without 
any  evidence  to  support  his  allegations.  So  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  I  have  yet  to  learn  of  a  Beano 
racket  in  Boston.  We  have  read  about  the  game 
in  the  papers,  as  it  is  played  in  various  places, 
but  nothing  has  been  shown  to  us  to  prove  that 
there  are  improper  conditions  surrounding  Beano 
as  it  is  played  in  our  districts.  So  I  don't  think 
the  introduction  of  these  orders  is  fair.  I  suggest, 
therefore,  before  we  have  these  orders  intro- 
duced to  investigate  Beano,  Housing  or  anything 
else,  and  before  we  are  asked  to  cast  aspersions 
on  the  way  these  things  are  conducted,  some 
kind  of  evidence  should  be  produced  here.  Every 
week  some  member  of  the  Council  files  an  investi- 
gation order,  probably  seeking  publicity  which, 
of  course,  those  of  us  in  public  life  at  times  enjoy. 
But  before  we  are  asked  to  vote  for  these  investi- 
gations, with  accompanying  statements  casting 
aspersions  on  certain  people  and  the  way  they  are 
conducting  certain  affairs  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
we  should  at  least  have  the  facts.  We  have  heard 
about  Revere  and  we  have  heard  about  Water- 
town,  but  I  have  not  heard"  anything  indicating 
dishonest  Beano  in  Boston.  If  evidence  is  pro- 
duced showing  that  there  is  dishonesty  here  in 
this  game,  I  shall  be  as  ready  to  vote  for  an  investi- 
gation as  anybody;  but  I  say  that  before  we  do  so 
.  we  should  have  some  kind  of  evidence  in  support 
of  such  orders.  In  court  you  cannot  win  unless 
you  prove  your  case,  and  you  have  to  come  in 
with  some  kind  of  evidence.  We  have  heard  a 
good  deal  of  poppycock  here  in  regard  to  Beano, 
but  I  have  yet  to  see  evidence,  in  the  papers  or 
otherwise,  showing  dishonesty  or  racketeering  in 
the  conduct  of  Beano  in  the  City  of  Boston.  So  I 
repeat  that  I  shall  not  vote  for  any  kind  of  investi- 
gation, such  as  is  proposed  in  orders  of  this  kind, 
of  Housing  or  of  Beano  games,  or  things  casting 
aspersion  upon  the  Mayor  or  others  in  the  public 
service,  unless  facts  are  presented  to  support 
them.  It  does  not  help  the  City  of  Boston,  the 
City  Council  or  anybody  else,  to  have  such  orders 
presented  without  evidence  to  support  them,  and 
such  investigation  orders  should  in  the  future, 
without  accompanying  evidence,  be  kicked  out 
the  window. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  ENGLERT,  for  the  Committee  on  Sol 
diers1  Relief,  submitted  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers 
and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston 
for  the  month  of  March. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed. 


TRAFFIC    LIGHTS,    WALK    HILL    STREET 
AND    AMERICAN    LEGION    HIGHWAY.  ' 

Coun.  GOODE  and  GOTTLIEB  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  install 
traffic  lights  at  the  intersection  of  Walk  Hill  street 
and  American  Legion  Highway,  where  six  persons 
were  badly  injured  today. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONSTRUCTION    OF    WARD    18   STREETS. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   Board    of    Street   Commis- 
sioners   be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
plan  of  construction  Orlando  street,  Ward  18. 


Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
plan  of   construction   Newcastle  street,  Ward  18. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of. the  rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  KELLY, 
at  3.39  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess,  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
President  GALVIN  at  4.25  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petiton  (referred  today)  of 
Boston  American  League  Baseball  Company  for 
Sunday  sports  at  Fenway  Park — that  permit  be 
granted. 

Report  accepted;  license  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  petition  (referred  today)  of 
National  League  Base  Ball  Club  for  Sunday 
sports  at  Gaffney  street — that  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  license  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

3.  Report  on  petition  of  Charles  J.  Gannon 
(referred  March  18)  to  be  retired  under  pro- 
visions of  Laborers'  Retirement  Act — recommend- 
ing passage  of  following  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for 
Laborers  be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  76.5  of  the 
Acts  of  1914,  Charles  J.  Gannon,  employed  as 
teamster-laborer  in  the  Paving  Service  of  the 
Public  Works  Department,  he  having  reached 
the  age  of  sixty-two  and  being  physically  in- 
capacitated. 

Report  accepted;    said  order  passed. 

4.  Report  on  order  (referred  February  19) 
with  reference  to  operation  of  taxicabs  in  City  of 
Boston — recommending  passage  of  order  in 
following  new  draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  amend 
his  recent  ruling  with  reference  to  the  operaton  of 
"  taxicabs  so  that  no  individual  operating  less  than 
five  cabs  will  be  oblidged  to  keep  a  cab  off  the 
streets  one  day  a  week. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 

5.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  City  Auditor  be  authorized 
to  apply  balance  of  $866,083.12  remaining  in 
Water  Income  as  of  December  31,  1939,  to  meet 
interest  and  Sinking  Fund  requirements  or  serial 
loan  payments  on  any  debt  of  city — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  simply 
want  to  say  that  this  item  of  surplus  water  income, 
which  we  are  asked  to  transfer  towards  the  debt, 
is  one  of  the  items  necessary  to  the  Mayor's 
program  on  which  has  been  estimated  a  city  tax  of 
$41.50;  that,  if  we  do  not  pass  this  order,  the  tax 
rate  will  be  increased  55  cents,  to  $42.05.  There- 
fore, this  is  a  very  desirable  order.  I  think  also 
that  the  Water  Division  is  to  be  congratulated,  in 
view  of  the  deficit  of  two  years  ago,  upon  this  large 
surplus. 

The  order  was  passed. 


REPORT     OF    COMMITTEE    ON    CLAIMS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Samuel  Rotondo 
(referred  March  4)  to  be  reimbursed  for  judgment 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator 
of  .motor  vehicle  belonging  to  Street  Cleaning 
Division,  Public  Works  Department — recommend- 
ing passage  of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  twenty- 
five  dollars  ($125)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Samuel 
Rotondo  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  judg- 
ment issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Street 
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Cleaning    Division,    Public    Works    Department, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 
Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Samuel  Rotondo 
(referred  March  4)  to  be  reimbursed  for  judgment 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator 
of  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  Street  Cleaning 
Division — recommending  passage  of  accompanying 
order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  fifty 
dollars  ($150)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Samuel 
Rotondo  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  judg- 
ment issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the 
Street  Cleaning  Division,  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent 
Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  petition  of  Samuel  Rotondo 
(referred  March  4)  to  be  reimbursed  for  judgment 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator 
of  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  Street  Cleaning  Divi- 
sion, Public  Works  Department — recommending 
passage  of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  seventy- 
five  dollars  ($175)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Samuel 
Rotondo  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  judg- 
ment issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the 
Street  Cleaning  Division,  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

4.  Report  on  petition  of  Edmund  F.  McKenna 
(referred  February  19)  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
ment issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  Sewer 
Division,  Public  Works  Department — recommend- 
ing passage  of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thirty-six 
dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents  ($130.88)  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  Edmund  F.  McKenna  in  reimburse- 
ment for  amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him 
on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor 
vehicle  belonging  to  the  Sewer  Division,  Public 
Works  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

5.  Report  on  petition  of  John  J.  Marshall 
(referred  February  5)  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
ment issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  Sanitary 
Division,  Public  Works  Department — recommend- 
ing passage  of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  four 
dollars  and  thirty-nine  cents  ($104.39)  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  John  J.  Marshall  in  reimbursement 
for  amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him  on 
account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle 
belonging  to  the  Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works 
Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Con- 
tingent Fund. 

Report  accepted;    said  order  passed. 

6.  Report  on  petition  of  Michael  Kaczka 
(referred  March  4)  to  be  reimbursed  for  judgment 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator 
of  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  Sanitary  Division, 
Public  Works  Department — recommending  pas- 
sage of  accompanying  order,   viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  ($30) 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  Michael  Kaczka  in  reim- 
bursement for  amount  of  judgment  issued  against 
him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor 
vehicle  belonging  to  the  Sanitary  Division,  Public 
Works  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
Contingent   Fund. 

Report  accepted;    said  order  passed. 

7.  Report  on  petition  of  Michael  Kaczka 
(referred  March  4)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount 
of  judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of 
his  acts  as  operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging 
to  Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works  Department — 
recommending  passage  of  accompanying  order, 
viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  five 
dollars  ($105)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Michael 
Kaczka  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  judgment 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  opera- 
tor of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Sanitary 
Division,  Public  Works  Department,  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;    said  order  passed. 

8.  Report  on  petition  of  Michael  Kaczka 
(referred  March  4)  to  be  reimbursed  for  judgment 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator 
of  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  Sanitary  Division, 
Public  Works  Department — recommedinng  passage 
of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 


Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars 
($25)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Michael  Kaczka  in 
reimbursement  for  amount  of  judgment  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a 
motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Sanitary  Division, 
Public  Works  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 

9.  Report  on  petition  of  Michael  Kaczka 
(referred  March  4)  to  be  reimbursed  for  judgment 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  oper- 
ator of  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  Sanitary  Divi- 
sion, Public  Works  Department — recommending 
passage  of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered.  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  five 
dollars  ($105)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Michael 
Kaczka  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  judgment 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator 
of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Sanitary  Divi- 
sion, Public  Works  Department,  said  sum  to  be 
charged    to   the   Contingent   Fund. 

Report  accepted;    said  order  passed. 

10.  Report  on  petition  of  John  F.  Gallagher 
(referred  January  29)  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
ment issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  Sanitary 
Division,  Public  Works  Department — recommend- 
ing passage  of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  twenty- 
seven  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents  ($127.32)  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  John  F.  Gallagher  in  reim- 
bursement for  amount  of  judgment  issued  against 
him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor 
vehicle  belonging  to  the  Sanitary  Division,  Public- 
Works  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

11.  Report  on  petition  of  Alfred  T.  Flannery 
(referred  December  18,  1939)  to  be  reimbursed  for 
judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging  to 
Paving  Division,  Public  Works  Department — 
recommending  passage  of  accompanying  order, 
viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars 
($25)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Alfred  T.  Flannery 
in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  judgment  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a 
motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Paving  Division. 
Public  Works  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

12.  Report  on  petition  of  Thomas  N.  Ranahan 
(referred  January  15)  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
ment issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  Paving 
Division,  Public  Works  Department — recommend- 
ing passage  of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  sixteen  dollars  and 
twenty  cents  ($10.20)  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Thomas  M.  Ranahan  in  reimbursement  for  amount 
of  judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to 
the  Paving  Division,  Public  Works  Department, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

13.  Report  on  petition  of  Mark  A.  Foley 
(referred  January  15)  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
ment issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  Paving 
Division,  Public  Works  Department — recommend- 
ing passage  of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  sixty  dollars  ($60) 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  Mark  A.  Foley  in  reim- 
bursement for  amount  of  judgment  issued  against 
him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor 
vehicle  belonging  to  the  Paving  Division,  Public- 
Works  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
Contingent   Fund. 

Report   accepted;    said  order  passed. 

14.  Report  on  petition  of  Frank  Balletto 
(referred  March  4)  to  be  reimbursed  for  judgment 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator 
of  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  Police  Department — 
recommending  passage  of  accompanying  order, 
viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  eighty-two  dollars  and 
ninety-seven  cents  (S82.97)  be  allowed  and  paid 
to  Frank  Balletto  in  reimbursement  for  amount 
of  judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to 
the  Police  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to   the   Contingent   Fund. 

Report  accepted;    said  order  passed. 

15.  Report  on  petition  of  John  J.  Monahan 
(referred  March  4)  to  be  reimbursed  for  judgment 
issued   against    him   on   account    of   his   acts    as 
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operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  Fire  Depart- 
ment— recommending  passage  of  accompanying 
order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  ten 
dollars  ($110)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  John  J. 
Monahan  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  judg- 
ment issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Fire 
Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Con- 
tingent Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

President  GALVIN  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  March  4,  1940,  of  P.  H.  Sheridan,  John  T. 
Shanahan  and  John  Lowney,  to  be  Weighers  of 
Goods;  and  Thomas  T.  N.  Irwin,  to  be  a  Weigher 
of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  M.  H.  Sullivan  and  Coffey.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  19,  yeas  14,  nays  5,  and  the 
appointments  were  confirmed. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  Rapid  Transit,  Inc.  (re- 
ferred March  i),  for  permit  to  operate  buses  from 
Winthrop  line  to  Maverick  square — that  leave  be 
granted. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  granting  the  license. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  some  forty-five 
days  ago  an  emergency  was  created  in  Winthrop 
when  the  old  Narrow  Gauge  Railroad  was  aban- 
doned. Previous  to  that  time  there  was  a  com- 
mittee appointed  in  Winthrop,  known  as  the 
Winthrop  Transportation  Committee.  A  town 
meeting  was  attended  by  280  citizens  of  the  town, 
who  constituted  themselves  a  committee  to  find 
ways  and  means  to  transport  the  people  of 
Winthrop  in  and  out  of  Boston  after  the  Narrow 
Gauge  rQad  ceased  running.  They  had  several 
meetings,  and  I  attended  one.  At  that  time  an 
effort  was  made  to  create  a  fund  of  $1,300, 000-odd 
to  try  to  buy  up  the  stocks,  bonds  and  equipment 
of  the  Narrow  Gauge  road.  Well,  the  thing  fell 
through,  the  road  was  closed,  and  the  only  means 
of  transportation  was  by  buses.  The  Department 
of  Public  Utilities  granted  a  temporary  permit 
for  sixty  days.  That  will  expire  on  March  27 
of  this  year.  The  Winthrop  Transportation 
Committee,  at  one  of  the  meetings  they  held 
recently,  stated  through  their  attorney,  Nathan  R. 
Chapin,  that  they  tried  to  buy  assets  of  the  Narrow 
Gauge  road  and  were  agreeable  to  paying  $100,000 
to  the  seven  or  eight  bondholders  of  the  defunct 
Narrow  Gauge.  But  nothing  definite  was  arrived 
at.  What  I  am  trying  to  bring  out  is  this,  that 
the  town  itself  has  not  given  any  proper  considera- 
tion to  its  residents.  Winthrop  has  17,000 
residents,  and  they  were  faced  with  the  situation 
of  having  no  transportation  to  Boston.  They 
claim  that  they  have  as  much  right  to  get  into 
Boston  as  anyone  in  my  section.  We  have  had 
protest  meetings  in  East  Boston,  and  there  was 
another  meeting  held  by  the  so-called  East  Boston 
Improvement  Association.  I  did  not  know 
when  the  second  meeting  took  place,  but  I  ap- 
peared at  the  protest  meeting  and  spoke  for  500- 
people,  who  were  opposed  to  all  these  buses  running 
through  the  district.  At  the  time  the  East  Boston 
Improvement  Association  favored  that  position, 
as  I  understood  it,  but  they  have  now  taken  a  right- 
about-face, having  issued  a  statement  that  they 
are  in  favor  of  the  transportation  company  having 
this  permit,  because  they  claim  that,  it  will  im- 
prove business  in  the  district.  Having  these 
buses  run  from  Winthrop  to  the  Maverick  square 
section  of  East  Boston  will  certainly  not  im- 
prove the  business  of  any  concern.  One  of_  the 
meetings  they  held  was  attended  by  some  thirty- 
five  or  forty  people,  and  based  on  that  they  made 
an  about-face,  favoring  the  taking  away  from  the 
people  of  the  district  their  personal  rights  in  the 
streets  as  against  the  bus  company.  At  the 
present  time,  through  no  fault  of  mine,  there  are 
14G  buses  running  through  the  Sumner    Tunnel  to 


Lynn,  Saugus,  Cliftondale  and  Salem  and  other 
points  along  the  shore.  Those  146  buses  are  in 
addition  to  the  regular  traffic  that  we  have  through 
that  section,  and  in  addition  there  is  the  traffic 
congestion  when  they  have  the  horse  and  dog 
races.  On  top  of  that,  we  have  there  a  really 
congested  area,  and  it  is  now  proposed  to  have  the 
Winthrop  people  running  all  these  additional 
buses  through  the  same  streets  in  the  section. 
Therefore,  I  am  making  an  appeal  here  today, 
to  see  if  something  cannot  be  done  to  stop  this 
kind  of  thing.  Of  course,  these  things  are  all  done 
in  the  name  of  "emergency."  But  I  am  certainly 
going  to  do  my  best  to  stop  these  additional 
buses  coming  through  the  streets  of  East  Boston. 
Through  that  section  we  have  12,000  to  14,000 
children,  who  play  in  the  streets  continually,  and 
still  we  are  told  that  East  Boston  will  benefit  by 
these  buses  running  through.  I  certainly  think 
that  time  should  be  taken  for  proper  considera- 
tion of  this  questoon,  in  the  interest  of  the  citi- 
zens of  East  Boston.  Personally,  I  was  given 
to  understand,  as  far  as  the  people  of  Winthrop 
are  concerned,  that  I  would  have  something  from 
them  here  today  in  connection  with  my  proposed 
order  to  prepare  for  use  and  to  use  the  old  roadbed 
of  the  Narrow  Gauge  as  a  highway,  in  an  attempt 
to  solve  this  transportation  problem  between 
Winthrop  and  East  Boston.  It  was  thought  that 
there  might  be  joint  action  towards  filling  in  this 
roadbed  and  using  it  as  a  highway,  at  an  esti- 
mated expense  of  about  $250,000.  But  we  have 
heard  nothing  from  them.  By  means  of  such  a 
roadbed  a  transportation  connection  could  be 
arranged  through  the  East  Boston  district  to 
Boston,  using  that  highway.  There  was  an  under- 
standing that  some  action  along  this  line  would  be 
taken  by  Winhrop  recently,  but  no  action  has  been 
taken.  Evidently,  there  is  no  ,  disposition  to 
really  cooperate  with  us  in  East  Boston.  I  was 
led  to  believe  that  something  would  be  done, 
but  nothing  has  resulted.  Judging  by  what  has 
appeared  in  the  papers  recently,  there  is  nothing  to 
show  a  real  attempt  to  cooperate  with  us  or  with 
the  City  of  Boston.  Therefore,  as  nothing  has 
been  done  by  Winthrop,  and  nothing  in  that  line 
has  been  suggested  by  the  Winthrop  Transporta- 
tion Committee,  I  don't  think  this  Body  should 
do  anything,  either. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  of  course  I  don't 
come  from  East  Boston,  so  I  have  to  depend  on 
what  has  been  said  at  the  meetings  that  were 
held  and  also  upon  the  information  given  in 
answer  to  various  questions  asked  in  East  Bos- 
ton. I  made  it  my  business  recently  to  go  over 
there,  and  in  doing  so  I  got  copies  of  some  of 
the  local  papers.  There  are  four  papers  in  East 
Boston,  and  in  two  of  them  nothing  was  men- 
tioned about  the  buses.  Apparently  they  are 
not  interested  in  it  in  any  way  whatever.  One 
of  the  others,  the  East  Boston  Free  Press,  is  very 
much  in  favor  of  the  buses,  and  the  East  Boston 
Leader,  also,  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the  buses 
coming  through  East  Boston.  There  is  an  emer- 
gency. We  grant  that.  I  think  the  people  of 
East  Boston  are  reasonable  enough  to  see  that 
there  is  an  emergency.  The  people  of  Winthrop 
who  have  in  the  past  been  fortunate  enough  to 
enjoy  their  Narrow  Gauge  line  for  many  years 
are  now  deprived  of  it,  and  will  have  to  get  into 
Boston  in  some  other  way.  As  one  man  said  at 
a  meeting,  they  cannot  fly  in.  An  Orient  Heights 
route  has  been  proposed.  That  route  is  not 
favored  by  the  residents  of  East  Boston  because 
if  the  Winthrop  population  is  taken  over  by  the 
Elevated  at  Orient  Heights,  the  people  of  East 
Boston,  going  to  and  coming  from  work  in  the 
morning  and  evening,  could  not  be  properly  ac- 
commodated. The  other  route  is  through  the 
Sumner  Tunnel.  I,  for  one,  would  object  to  that. 
I  believe  in  the  case  of  the  Sumner  Tunnel,  with 
the  deficit  that  there  already  is,  we  would  mil  be 
warranted  in  allowing  those  buses  to  co  through 
and  bring  4,000  people  to  Boston  from  Winthrop 
and  take  them  home  again, _  where  we  in  Boston 
are  paying  for  it.  I  might  also  add  that  I  per- 
sonally was  very  much  surprised  at  the  lack  of 
interest  in  the  matter  over  there.  In  the  East 
Boston  High  School  there  were  not  150  people 
present  at  the  first  protest  meeting,  and  usually 
the  first  protest  meeting  is  the  one  that  attracts 
the  crowd.  At  the  hearing  that  this  Council 
gave,  there  was  not'  a  great  response  from  Bast 
Boston,  other  than  from  a  few  heads  of  clubs 
there  and  office  holders.  As  I  looked  at  the 
balcony,  I  don't  think  there  were  over  forty  people 
from  that  district,   with  a  population   of  seventy 
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thousand.  I  sympathize  with  our  councilor  from 
East  Boston,  because  I  don't  think  he  has  had 
the  solid  backing  of  the  residents  of  the  district, 
as  he  should  have  had  if  they  were  interested. 
Apparently,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  they  are  not 
interested  in  any  way.  So  I  think  this  bus  line 
should  be  accepted  as  the  proper  means  of  trans- 
portation for  the  residents  of  Winthrop  coming 
into  and  going  out  of  Boston.  I  would  like  to 
submit  these  papers,  which  include  articles  which 
I  would  like  to  have  incorporated  in  our  record. 

(In  the  papers  submitted  by  Coun.  FISH  there 
are  these  articles. 

From  the  East  Boston  Free  Press  of  March  16. 
1940: 

"President  R.  C.  Kirby  Discusses  the  Buses. 

President  Richard  C.  Kirby  of  the  East  Boston 
Improvement  Association  has  issued  the  following 
statement  concerning  the  operation  of  buses 
through  East  Boston  streets: 

'  I  firmly  believe  the  people  of  East  Boston  are 
sympathetic  with  the  people  of  Winthrop  in  the 
problems  that  confront  them  with  reference  to 
transportation  from  their  homes  through  East 
Boston  streets  to  the  Maverick  square  terminal  of 
the  car  tunnel.  It  is  merely  being  neighborly  to 
assist  them  in  getting  to  and  from  Boston. 

'The  bus  company  which  was  given  the  permit 
by  the  officials  of  Winthrop  with  the  approval  of 
the  Public  Utilities  Commission  to  carry  passengers 
to  and  from  Winthrop  has  a  splendid  record  for 
safety  and  efficiency  of  operation.  Judge  Charles 
E.  Flynn,  general  counsel  for  the  company,  as- 
sures me  that  the  company  will  do  everything  in  its 
power  to  make  the  operation  of  its  buses  safe. 
This  means  up-to-date  devices  on  the  buses.  It 
means  the  operation  of  the  buses  by  expert  men. 
It  means  readiness  to  stop  at  crossings.  It  means 
above  all  the  operation  of  the  buses  at  a  reason- 
able rate  of  speed.  In  short  the  company  will  try 
to  meet  every  demand  made  upon  it  in  the  interest 
of  the  passengers  which  they  carry,  and  of  the 
people  of  East  Boston  through  whose  territory 
they  operate. 

'  Now  on  the  facts  as  presented  it  seems  only 
fair  that  East  Boston  should  be  willing  to  help 
the  people  of  Winthrop.  We  are  neighbors. 
Regulation  of  the  traffic,  meaning  all  vehicles 
using  East  Boston  streets,  is  the  solution  of  the 
problem.  And  this  can  be  secured  through  ade- 
quate numbers  of  the  local  police,  who  are  doing 
great  work  now.  A  few  more  men,  and  a  few 
more  traffic  lights  placed  at  proper  points  are  all 
that  is  needed. '  " 

(From  the  East  Boston  Leader  of  March  15,  1940.) 

"Bus  Situation  Is  Coming  to  a  Head. 
Many   Plans   Being   Offered   But    None   Yet   Ap- 
proved.    Mass   Meetings    Not   Getting   Any- 
where.    Rapid    Transit    to    Orient     Heights 
Only     Solution.     More     Police     to     Protect 
Intersecting  Streets  for  Buses. 
Buses,  buses  and  buses  is  still  the  main  talk  in 
homes,    street    corners,     clubs,    and    everywhere 
there   is    a    gathering.     After    raising    a    howl    to 
stop  the  buses  from  our  streets  many  have  come 
to  their  senses,  and  know  that  Winthrop  must  have 
transportation.     With  the  situation  as  it  is  today, 
buses  are  the  only  means  of  transportation.     The 
talk  of  reviving  the  old  Narrow  Gauge  is  just  like 
going  back  to  the  horse  and  buggy  days.     As  far 
as  the  people  of  East  Boston  and  Winthrop  are 
concerned,  that's  out. 

Before  we  go  much  farther,  we  must  remember 
that  this  is  our  fight  just  as  much,  if  not  more 
than  that  of  the  people  of  Winthrop.  From 
what  can  be  seen,  down  there  the  fight  is  picking 
their  favorite  transportation  concern,  not  trans- 
portation problem.  As  far  as  we  are  concerned 
the  one  that  is  in  operation  who  has  done  a  nice 
job  for  them,  and  with  their  record  of  safety  I 
think  should  be  given  the  preference,  speaking  to 
many  residents  of  the  entire  district  of  Noddle 
Island. 

Many  after  sensible  reasoning  have  agreed  that 
the  townspeople  of  the  isthmus  must  be  given 
service.  But  how?  Merchants  want  them  to 
run  to  Central  square.  The  business  men  in 
Maverick  square  are  satisfied,  and  want  them  to 
continue  as  they  are. 

Stopping  the  buses  at  Orient  Heights  may  stop 
the  buses  from  our  downtown  streets,  but  how 
about  those  that  use  the  street  cars?  The  people 
have  a  hard  time  now  getting  on  street  cars  since 
the  Revere  line  was  dumped  on  us.     What  would 


happen  if  the  Winthrop  crowd  would  be  dumped 
at  Orient  Heights?  There  is  no  question  but  that 
those  in  business  want  the  buses  to  stop  or  unload 
near  their  place  of  business. 

The  firm  that  now  has  the  special  permit  to 
operate  buses  from  Maverick  square  to  Winthrop 
should  be  granted  the  permit  until  the  tunnel 
is  built  from  reports  I  heard,  read,  etc.  The 
company  has  a  three-year  safety  certificate,  not 
an  accident  in  three  years.  They  have  about 
fifteen  new  buses,  the  latest  that  can  stop  short, 
and  I  understand  they  have  also  placed  another 
order  for  twenty  more. 

The  people  of  East  Boston  are  concerned  of  the 
lives  and  limbs  of  their  children  and  elders.  That 
is  our  aim.  We  want  to  be  fair,  but  must  protect 
our  interests  first. 

As  the  Winthrop  Selectmen  and  the  State  Public 
Utilities  Commission  have  granted  the  Rapid 
Transit  a  permanent  license  to  operate,  and  it  is 
now  up  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  we  believe 
that  with  their  latest  equipment  and  their  safety 
record  they  should  be  given  the  permit  until  the 
tunnel  is  built  to  Orient  Heights.-') 

Coun.  FISH  also  submitted  the  following 
letter  from  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway: 

Boston  Elevated  Railway, 

February  29,  1940. 
Coun.    Philip    A.    Fish,    Chairman    of  the  Jitney 
Committee,    City    of    Boston,    Mass. 

Dear  Councillor  Fish, — In  connection  with  your 
consideration  of  a  permanent  motor  bus  license 
from  Winthrop,  I  should  like  to  present  certain 
factors  which,  because  of  the  close  financial  re- 
lationship between  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway, 
the  City  of  Boston,  and  the  other  cities  and  towns 
of  the  Metropolitan   District,  affect  the  problem. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
oppose  the  operation  of  motor  buses  from  Winthrop 
through  the  Sumner  Tunnel  to  Haymarket  square 
because  such  operation  would  substantially  de- 
crease the  revenue  of  the  Elevated  and  conse- 
quently affect  the  Elevated  deficit. 

This  result  would  not  follow  if  operation  of 
Winthrop  service  were  continued  to  the  Maverick 
square  terminus  where  the  Elevated  receives  fare* 
which  help  materially  in  the  Elevated  deficit 
situation. 

Consideration  has  been  given  at  times  to  the 
operation  of  this  bus  line  to  Orient  Heights. 
Such  operation  would  result  in  the  Elevated 
receiving  less  net  revenue  because  it  would  become 
necessary  to  increase  the  car  service  on  the  Ben- 
nington street  line.  The  operation  of  ears  in 
addition  to  those  now  operated  through  narrow 
portions  of  Bennington  street.  Central  square  and 
Meridian  street  and  the  addition  of  4,000  people  a 
day  to  those  riding  on  the  line  which  is  now  used 
by  East  Boston  patrons,  would  add  to  the  con- 
gestion and  increase  the  unavoidably  slow  move- 
ment of  this  particular  line  as  well  as  decrease  the 
revenue  as  compared  with  revenue  received  from 
the  operation  of  the  bus  line  to  Maverick  square. 

In  consideration  of  this  problem,  all  of  these 
factors  should  be  weighed  because  it  would  seem 
that  no  solution  should  be  made  which  disad- 
vantageously  affects  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway, 
a  publicly  operated  system. 

Very   truly  yours, 

Edward  Dana, 
President  and  General  Manager. 

Coun.  FISH  also  submitted  the  following  letter 
from  Club  Camafrae,   Inc.: 

3  Chelsea  Street,  East  Boston,  March  2,  1940. 
Mr.  Philip  Austin  Fish,  2  Fairfax  Street.  Boston. 
Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Fish, — In  order  that  you  may  better 
understand  the  Winthrop  bus  situation  in  East 
Boston,  we  are  sending,  under  separate  cover,  a 
copy  of  the  East  Boston  Leader  showing  the 
public's  attitude  towards  it  and  also  the  spirit  of 
the  local  organizations  to  combat  in  unison  the 
issuance  of  a  permanent  permit  by  your  Council 
Body. 

As  the  renewal  of  the  present  bus  permit  will 
rest  in  the  hands  of  the  Council  Body,  I  feel  that 
each  and  every  one  of  you  should  realize  the 
importance  of  your  vote. 

Never  in  the  history  of  this  district  has  such  an 
issue  taken  the  interest  of  all  the  people.  Our 
committee  is  made  up  of  delegates  from  every 
organization  of  the  island;  on  this  cause  we 
present  a  united  front. 
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The  result  of  the  Council  vote  will  be  intensely 
watched  and  it  is  my  hope  that  it  will  be  in  our 
favor.  Being  one  of  New  England's  largest 
single  voting  wards,  with  over  22,000  voters,  it 
can  prove  very  instrumental  for  the  interest  of 
any  honest  ambitious  politician. 

The  result  of  the  Council  Body  will  then  be 
your  entire  responsibility. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Frank  Gdido, 
Committee  Chairman. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  there  are  only 
two  things  on  which  I  want  to  touch.  I  men- 
tioned the  fact,  before  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses  (Coun.  Fish)  took  the  floor,  that 
the  East  Boston  neighbors  in  the  beginning  were 
up  in  arms  against  these  buses  coming  through 
East  Boston,  and  I  admitted  that  some  of  these 
papers  in  their  last  editions  have  seemed  to  favor 
the  buses  coming  into  East  Boston,  doing  a  com- 
plete about-face.  I  admit  that.  I  also  referred 
U>  the  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  town  fathers  of 
Winthrop,  by  raising  $1,300,000,  to  provide 
facilities  for  the  17,000  residents  of  Winthrop  to 
get  transportation  into  the  City  of  Boston.  These 
men  were  ordered  to  go  out  and  spend  that  money 
and  try  to  make  some  arrangement  to  continue 
the  system  of  transportation.  They  had  meetings 
of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  I  was  led  to  believe, 
through  the  papers  and  otherwise,  that  they  would 
be  glad  to  cooperate  in  ways  and  means,  if  pos- 
sible with  the  aid  of  the  Federal  Government, 
filling  in  and  macadamizing  that  old  roadbed 
at  an  estimated  approximate  expense  of  .$250,000. 
With  the  original  proposed  $1,300,000  they  could 
have  done  the  work  on  the  roadbed  themselves 
and  run  buses  over  it,  undoubtedly  at  a  profit, 
and  the  town  of  Winthrop  would  have  owned  the 
line  and  have  had  some  means  of  transportation 
in  and  out  of  Boston.  But  nothing  was  done.  I 
had  reason  to  believe  that  we  would  hear  some- 
thing from  them  in  regard  to  this  proposed  coopera- 
tion on  the  roadbed,  but  they  have  done  nothing, 
and  are  still  proposing  to  run  buses  through  our 
congested  streets,  streets  that  are  congested  now 
■  and  that  will  be  in  a  still  worse  condition  when 
these  proposed  buses  are  running.  And  that 
congestion  will  be  far  worse  when  the  horse  and 
dog  track  races  are  on. 

The  order  reported  by  the  committee  was 
declared  passed.  Coun.  COFFEY  doubted  the 
vote,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  order 
was  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Englert,  Fish, 
Galvin,  Goode,  Hurley,  Hutchinson,  Kelly,  Lan- 
gan,  Linehan,  Lyons,  Scannell,  Shattuck,  D.  F. 
Sullivan,   Taylor,   Wickes — 17. 

Nays — Coun.  Coffey,  Russo,  M.  H.  Sullivan — 3. 


MUNICIPAL   BEANO. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  expenses  of  the  Public  Welfare 
Department  have  increased  during  the  past 
several  years  to  the  enormous  amount  of  fourteen 
million  dollars  a  year,  which  accounts  for  a  large 
portion  of  our  tax  rate;  and 

Whereas,  The  fund  to  provide  special  nurses  for 
patients  on  the  danger  list  at  the  City  Hospital  is 
insufficient  to  meet  requirements;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  consider 
the  advisability  of  conducting  a  Municipal  Beano 
twice  a  month,  the  proceeds  from  which  are  to  be 
used  for  the  above-mentioned  purposes. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  there  has 
been  so  much  talk  about  Beano  in  this  Honorable 
Body,  and  we  are  facing  so  much  trouble  in  the 
increasing  demand  for  municipal  expenditures, 
that  I  have  introduced  this  order.  It  is  evident 
that  the  taxes  of  the  city  are  going  up  to  $41.50 
on  a  thousand,  that  the  expense  of  the  welfare 
rolls  is  up  to  $14,000,000,  and  that  the  amount 
available  to  provide  special  nurses  for  patients  on 
the  danger  list  at  the  City  Hospital  is  insufficient 
to   meet   the  requirements.     Therefore,   I  submit 


this  order,  and  I  hope  that  the  Honorable  Body 
will  pass  it.  There  seems  to  be  nothing  in  sight 
to  meet  the  necessary  expenses  after  the  funds  at 
the  Boston  City  Hospital  are  exhausted,  and  I 
feel  that  the  plan  I  have  proposed  here  will  allevi- 
ate these  conditions  that  should  be  met.  My  idea 
in  presenting  this  order  is  to  have  municipal 
Beano  in  Boston,  run  twice  a  month,  in  charge  of 
employees  of  the  city  departments,  who  will  work 
free  of  charge,  to  help  out  our  welfare  fund  and 
also  build  up  the  special  nurse  fund  at  the  Boston 
City  Hospital.     I  hope  that  the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


ROPING   OFF   STREETS   APRIL    13. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  requested 
to  rope  off  the  streets  along  the  route  of  the 
Annual  Ten  Mile  Road  Race  of  the  Cathedral 
Club  to  be  conducted  on  Saturday,  April  13,  par- 
ticularly that  section  of  Union  Park  street  between 
Washington  street  and  Harrison  avenue  and 
Harrison  avenue  to  Canton  street,  Ward  8. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SURVEY    OF    CITY    HOSPITAL    SALARIES. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be 
requested  to  make  a  survey  of  wage  and  salary 
scales  at  the  City  Hospital,  with  a  view  to  making 
more  equitable  the  rates  of  pay  to  hospital  em- 
ployees, to  establish  such  scales  of  pay  as  will 
compare  with  other  city  and  county  departments, 
and  to  increase  salaries  to  worthy  and  deserving 
and  competent  employees  so  that  equality  may  be 
shown  in  this  large  department  of  the  city  to  its 
employees. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  in  introduc- 
ing this  order  let  me  say  that  I  am  very  much 
interested  in  having  the  trustees  of  the  City 
Hospital  make  a  survey  of  wage  and  salary  scales 
at  the  hospital,  with  a  view  to  making  more 
equitable  the  rates  of  pay  to  hospital  employees. 
Practically  every  department,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Hospital  Department,  is  located  here 
in  City  Hall  and  has  access  to  the  Mayor  and  the 
Council,  while  the  Boston  City  Hospital  has  been 
an  isolated  place  so  far  as  city  officials  are  con- 
cerned, the  employees  not  being  able  to  press 
their  demands  for  equal  pay  and  equal  hours. 
I  think  it  is  only  fitting  that  a  survey  should  be 
made  of  the  wages  and  hours  of  employees  at  the 
City  Hospital.  The  operators  of  the  elevators, 
for  instance,  are  getting  but  $16.50  a  week,  while 
elevator  operators  in  City  JHall  are  getting  $30  a 
week.  Those  operators  at  the  hospital  do  the 
same  amount  of  work  and  are  whole-heartedly 
interested  in  the  people  they  are  taking  care  of 
every  day.  Other  employees  of  the  City  Hos- 
pital, I  think,  are  not  being  paid  on  an  equal  basis 
with  that  prevailing  in  other  departments  of  the 
city.  I  trust,  therefore, ,  that  this  Honorable 
Body  will  pass  this  order  and  that  something  will 
materialize  very  soon. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SIDEWALKS,  MYRTLE  STREET,  WARD   11). 

Coun.  LANG  AN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  reconstruct  and  place  a  tar  surface 
on  the  sidewalks  along  both  sides  of  Myrtle 
street,  Ward  19,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of 
construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Adjourned  at  4.55  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
WICKES,  to  meet  on  Monday,  March  25,  1940, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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Monday,  March  25,  1940. 
Regular   meeting   of   City   Council   held   in    the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
CALVIN  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Gottlieb. 


APPOINTMENT   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointment,  viz.: 

Weigher  of  Coal:  Vincent  Roscia,  114  High 
street,  Cambridge. 

Laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


VETO   OF   POSITION  OF   COUNCIL   TELE- 
PHONE  OPERATOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  19,  1940.  ■ 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved, 
and  without  my  signature,  the  order  passed  by 
your  Honorable  Body  on  February  26,  1940, 
establishing  the  position  of  telephone  operator  in 
the  City  Council. 

It  has  been  my  policy  to  disallow  the  creation 
of  new  positions  in  the  city  service  unless  there  is  a 
pressing  and  urgent  necessity  for  such  position. 

In  view  of  this  policy,  and  in  view  of  the  neces- 
sity of  keeping  expenses  of  all  departments  at  a 
'bare  minimum,  I  feel  obliged  to  veto  the  attached 
order. 

While  there  is  no  question  that  the  services  of  a 
telephone  operator  would  be  of  great  convenience 
to  the  members  of  your  Body,  and  would  facilitate 
the  performance  of  your  duties,  nevertheless,  I 
believe  that,  under  present  conditions,  every 
effort  must  be  made  in  all  city  departments  to 
avoid  the  creation  of  new  positions. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 

VETO  OF  ORDINANCE  RE  SUNDAY 

SPORTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  20,  1940. 
To  (he  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved, 
and  without  my  signature,  the  amendment  to  the 
City  Ordinances  concerning  Sunday  sports. 

I  append  herewith  report  of  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  me  to  advise  on  proposed  increases  in 
license  fees. 

I  concur  with  the  report  of  this  committee,  and 
believe  that  the  ordinance  as  it  stands  is  open  to 
objection  as  outlined  iti  the  accompanying  report. 
It  is  my  belief  that  an  ordinance  substantially 
as  recommended  by  the  committee  would  be  legal 
in  its  objectives  and  consistent  with  previous 
ordinances  relative  to  Sunday  sports.  Such  an 
ordinance  would  receive  my  approval. 

For  the  reasons  as  stated  above,  I  am  obliged  to 
veto  the  ordinance  in  question. 

Respectfully, 
Mat/MCE  .1.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
March  20,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir,— The  recent  ordinance  passed  by  the 
City  Council  concerning  license  fees  for  Sunday 
hock;y  and  basketball  has  been  referred  to  this 
ecmnuttee  Consideration  of  (hie  matter  brings 
forth  (he  following  facts: 

At  the  present  time  there  is  no  license  fee  for 
Sunday   hockey   or   basketball   games.     The    pro- 


posed ordinance  for  Sunday  hockey  contemplates 
a  fee  of  $1,000  from  September  1st  to  the  last  day 
of  February,  and  $500  from  March  1st  to  the  last 
day  of  August,  or  a  total  annual  fee  for  the  Boston 
Garden  of  $1,500  per  year.  The  total  fee  for  Sun- 
day hockey  games  at  the  Boston  Arena  would  be 
$750  annually. 

During  the  course  of  the  hockey  season,  six 
Sunday  night  games  are  played  at  the  Boston 
Garden  by  the  Boston  Bruins,  and  about  six  Sun- 
day afternoon  games  by  the  Boston  Olympics,  an 
amateur  club.  At  the  Boston  Arena,  two  Sunday 
afternoon  games  have  been  played  during  this 
present  season  by  the  amateur  club.  If  the  Boston 
Bruins,  playing  at  the  Garden,  are  in  the  play-off 
series,  two,  three  or  four  additional  Sunday  games 
may  be  played.  In  any  event  the  hockey  season 
is  over  by  the  20th  of  April  of  any  year,  and  the 
limit  of  Sunday  hockey  games  by  the  Boston 
Bruins  would  be  ten,  and  perhaps  less. 

The  management  of  the  Boston  Bruins  lease  the 
Boston  Garden  for  Sunday  and  other  games,  from 
the  Boston  Garden  Arena  Corporation,  and  the 
proposed  license  fee,  if  approved  by  you,  would  be 
assumed  by  this  latter  corporation.  Our  inquiries 
disclose  that  at  the  present  time  the  Boston 
Garden  Corporation  pays  taxes  on  $1,500,000  of 
valuation  on  the  Garden  building.  In  addition, 
this  corporation  pays  to  the  city  some  $1,500 
annually  for  various  license  fees,  some  of  which 
were  recently  increased. 

The  capacity  of  the  Boston  Garden  for  hockey 
games  is  14,144.  At  each  hockey  game,  one 
police  lieutenant,  one  sergeant,  and  fourteen 
patrolmen  are  on  duty,  and  their  salaries  are  paid 
by  the  Garden  Corporation.  Admission  prices 
at  the  Garden  are  from  forty  cents  to  $2.50  for 
Bruins  games,  but  only  twenty-five  cents  and 
fifty-five  cents  for  the  Olympics. 

The  proposed  ordinance  establishes  a  license  fee 
comparable  with  that  paid  by  the  Red  Sox  and 
Bees  managements  for  Sunday  baseball  games  at 
the  respective  fields.  The  capacity  of  Fenway 
Park  is  approximately  35,000;  the  capacity  of 
Bees  Field  approximately  43,000.  The  admission 
fees  are  about  the  same  as  charged  by  the  Bruins 
for  hockey.  The  baseball  managements  play 
about  twenty-five  Sunday  games  throughout  the 
year. 

The  license  fee  for  Sunday  baseball  is  $1,000  for 
the  term  March  15th  to  October  10th — the  full 
regular  season.  If  football  games  are  to. be  played 
at  either  park  on  Sundays  after  October  10th,  an 
additional  permit  is  granted  running  to  March  14th 
the  following  year  for  an  additional  $500.  In 
-other  words,  there  is  no  splitting  of  the  regular 
baseball  season,  as  there  is  in  the  proposed  hockey 
ordinance. 

After  consideration  of  the  factors  involved, 
your  eommitee  is  of  the  following  opinion: 

1.  That  the  proposed  fee  for  Sunday  hockey 
may  be  termed  excessive,  and  in  reality  a  tax. 

2.  That  a  license  fee  for  Sunday  hockey  at  the 
Boston  Garden,  if  consistent,  with  the  fee  charged 
for  Sunday  baseball,  should  be  $500  and  the  fee 
for  Sunday  hockey  at  the  Boston  Arena  $250,  or 
$25  per  game. 

3.  That  the  permit  for  Sunday  hockey  should 
run  from  October  20th  to  April  20th,  the  full 
hockey  season. 

Your  committee  is  anxious  to  obtain  additional 
revenues  for  the  city,  but  is  doubtful  of  the  wisdom 
of  establishing  license  fees  at  a  figure  which  might 
be  attacked  with  success  as  excessive.  Fees  for 
licenses  or  permits  must  be  commensurate  with 
the  amount  of  service  rendered  by  a  municipality. 
If  fees  are  excessive,  they  might  rightfully  be 
termed  a  tax,  and,  consequently,  outlawed  by  the 
proper  authorities. 

Respectfully, 

John   J.   SPENCER. 
Charles  J.  Fox. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Harry  Bornstein,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  caused  by  city  truck. 

Boston  Chair  Company,  f<n  compensation  for 
damage  to  truck  by  city  vehicle. 

W.  K.  Coburn,  for  compensation  foi  damage  I" 
car  by  city  truck. 
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John  F.  Lane,  to  be  reimbursed  for  use  of  car  on 
city  business. 

Jennie  Levine,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  55  Elm  Hill  avenue. 

George  S.  Libby,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  car  of  Traffic  Commission. 

Elizabeth  O.  Lynch,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  208  Ashmont 
street. 

Lula  C.  MacKenzie,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  by  city  team. 

John  J.  Mahoney,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execution 
issued  against  him. 

Mary  R.  Malfa,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  754  Huntington  avenue,  by  men 
drilling. 

Mary  F.  Pfeffer  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  46  Louder's  lane,  Jamaica  Plain, 
caused  by  excavating  brook. 

Ethel  Robertson,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  100  Brook  avenue,  Roxbury,  caused 
by  building  being  demolished. 

Leo  Rosenberg,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

John  H.  Wilfert  tt  al.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  19  Evergreen  street,  caused 
by  broken  sewer  drain. 


BOND  OF  NATIONAL  LEAGUE  BASEBALL 
CLUB. 

The   bond    of    the    National    League    Baseball 
Club  for  Sunday  sports  was  received  and  approved. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   TRAFFIC    LIGHTS. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  include  in  his  supplementary  budget  the  sum  of 
$100,000   for   the  installation   of   traffic   lights   at 
dangerous  intersections  throughout  the  city. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC   LIGHTS,   WARD    13. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
automatic  traffic  signals  at  the  following  locations 
in  Ward  13:  Savin  Hill  and  Dorchester  avenues, 
Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Quincy  street,  Dorchester 
and  Crescent  avenues. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BUDGET   FOR    1040. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN,  for  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations,  to  whom 
was  referred  January  29,  1940,  appropriation  and 
tax  orders  for  the  year  1940,  commonly  referred  to 
as  the  budget,  having  considered  the  same,  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  report: 

Examination,  investigation  and  hearings  at- 
tended by  department  officials  and  representa- 
tives of  various  civic  organizations  were  held  by 
the  committee  in  the  interim  since  the  submission 
of  the  budget.  The  committee  gave  intensive 
study  to  every  major  item  in  the  budget,  and  as 
much  consideration  as  time  permitted  to  minor 
items.  The  committee  is  of  the  belief  that  the 
appropriations  as  submitted  by  the  Mayor  were 
so  close  to  the  absolute  necessities  required  to 
keep  the  departments  of  the  city  in  operation  that 
there  was  left  no  reasonable  opportunity  for 
further  reductions  without  seriously  crippling  the 
services  required  to  be  rendered.  However,  the 
work  of  the  committee  has  resulted  in  the  opinion 
that  one  substantial  reduction  may  safely  be 
made,  that  is,  in  the  Library  Department  where 
the  item  of  $70,000  for  roof  repairs  to  the  main 
Library  Building  is  reduced  to  $15,000,  a  saving  of 
$55,000.  The  committee  feels  that  this  latter 
amount  will  be  sufficient  to  prevent  any  catastrophe 
or  disaster  at  the  Library  during  the  year,  and  that 


further  repairs  should  be  deferred  until  next  year, 
or  at  some  further  time  when  the  financial  condi- 
tion of  the  city  may  be  better  able  to  bear  the 
cost  of  extensive  repairs  to  the  main  Library  roof. 

On  the  supplementary  appropriation  submitted 
by  the  Mayor  March  19,  1940,  of  $1,158,000,  to 
cover  the  cost  of  snow  removal,  the  committee, 
after  conferences  with  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  is  of  the  opinion  that  an  appropriation  of 
$1,100,000  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  all  snow 
removal  charges. 

The  committee,  therefore,  recommends  passage 
of  the  accompanying  orders  which  are  the  same  as 
those  submitted  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  with  the 
exception  of  a  reduction  of  $55,000  in  the  item  for 
roof  repairs  in  the  Library  Department,  and  a 
reduction  of  $58,000  in  the  item  for  snow  removal 
in  the  Public  Works  Department. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

For  the  Committee, 
Maurice  H.  Sullivan,  Chairman. 

Appropriations  and  Tax  Orders  for  the 
Financial  Year  1940. 
Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
payable  during  the  financial  year  beginning  with 
the  first  day  of  January,  1940,  for  performing  the 
duties  and  exercising  the  powers  devolved  by 
statute  or  ordinance,  or  by  vote  of  the  City  Council 
during  the  year,  upon  the  City  of  Boston,  or 
County  of  Suffolk,  or  the  departments  or  officers 
thereof,  the  respective  sums  of  money  specified 
in  the  tables  and  schedules  hereinafter  set  out  be, 
and  the  same  are,  hereby  appropriated  for  the 
several  departments  and  for  the  objects  and 
purposes  hereinafter  stated. 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriation  for  Water 
Service,  current  expenses,  and  the  payment  to 
the  State,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  488  of 
the  Acts  of  1895,  and  acts  in  addition  or  amend- 
ment thereto,  and  for  the  interest  and  debt  require- 
ments or  for  loans  issued  for  water  purposes  be 
met  by  the  income  of  said  works  and  any  excess 
over  income  from  taxes;  that  the  appropriation 
for  Printing  Department  be  met  by  the  depart- 
ment income  and  any  excess  over  income  from 
taxes;  and  the  appropriation  for  the  City  Record 
be  met  by  the  income  of  said  publication  and  any 
excess  over  income  from  taxes;  and  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Traffic  Tunnel  be  met  by  the  income 
from  tolls  and  any  excess  over  income  from  taxes, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  11, 
chapter  297,  of  the  Acts  of  1929,  as  amended  by 
chapter  74  of  the  Acts  of  1935;  and  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Real  Estate  Division  be  met  by  the 
income  of  said  division,  exclusive  of  proceeds  from 
the  sale  of  foreclosed  property,  and  any  excess 
over  income  from  taxes;  that  the  other  appropria- 
tions hereinafter  specified  be  met  out  of  the 
money  remaining  in  the  treasury  at  the  close  of 
business  on  December  31,  1939,  exclusive  of  the 
money  raised  by  loan  or  needed  to  carry  out  the 
requirements  of  any  statute,  gift,  trust  or  special 
appropriation  by  the  income  cf  the  financial  year 
beginning  January  1,  1940,  and  by  taxes  on  the 
polls  and  estates  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  by 
the  proceeds  of  any  duly  authorized  loans. 

Ordered,  That  all  sums  of  money  which  form  no 
part  of  the  income  of  the  city,  but  shall  be  paid  for 
services  rendered  or  work  done  by  any  department 
or  division  for  any  other  department  or  division, 
or  for  any  person  or  corporation  other  than  the  City 
of  Boston  be  paid  into  the  general  treasury,  and 
that  all  contributions  made  to  any  appropriation 
be  expended  for  the  objects  and  purposes  directed 
by  the  several  contributors  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  all  taxes  raised  to  meet  the 
appropriations  of  the  city,  and  all  taxes  assessed 
for  meeting  the  city's  proportion  of  the  State  tax 
for  the  year  1940,  or  for  any  other  taxes  or  assess- 
ments payable  to  the  Commonwealth  shall  be 
payable  in  two  equal  installments,  on  July  first 
and  on  October  first  of  1940;  that  interest  shall  be 
charged  on  all  taxes  remaining  unpaid  after  the 
first  day  of  November,  1940,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  chapter  59,  section  57,  of  the 
General  Laws,  as  amended,  until  paid,  except  the 
taxes  assessed  upon  shares  of  national  banks, 
which  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent 
per  annum  from  the  first  day  of  October,  1940, 
until  paid,  and  that  all  interest  which  shall  have 
become  due  on  taxes  shall  be  added  to  and  be 
part  of  such  taxes. 

Ordered,  That  except  as  the  appropriation  for 
any  purpose  or  item  shall  be  increased  by  addi- 
tional appropriations  or  transfers  lawfully  made, 
no  money  shall  be  expended  by  any  department  for 
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any  of  the  purposes  or  items  designated  in  the 
tables  and  schedules  hereinafter  set  out  in  excess 
of  the  amount  set  down  as  appropriated  for  such 
specific  purpose  or  item. 

Amounts  Allowed  for  1940. 
City  Departments. 
General  Government. 

Mayor,  Office  Expenses $76,395  00 

City  Council ' 86,062  00 

City  Council  Proceedings 10,750  00 

Art  Department ■'        409  00 

Assessing  Department . . .  294,397  00 

Auditing  Department 83,745  00 

Boston  Retirement  Board 32,751  50 

Budget  Department 13,783  00 

City  Clerk  Department 45,615  00 

City  Planning  Board. 12,555  00 

Collecting  Department 157,501   14 

Election  Department 249,610  00 

Finance  Commission 50,000  00 

Law  Department 156,265  00 

Licensing  Board 53,805  00 

Public  Buildings  Department 430,285  66 

Registry  Department 56,393  00 

Sinking  Funds  Department 2,615  00 

Statistics  Department 8,639  00 

Supply  Department 53,595  50 

Treasury  Department 73,081  00 

Total $1,948,252  80 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property. 

Boston  Traffic  Commission $142,602  50 

Building  Department 172,090  00 

Board  of  Appeal 12,857  40 

Board  of  Examiners v..  4,611  00 

Fire  Department 4,012,057  00 

Wire  Division 83,374  40 

Police  Department 5,877,850  00 

Weights  and  Measures  Department,  46,133  50 

Total $10,351,575  80 

Public  Health. 

Health  Department $890,782  00 

Hospital  Department 3,259,863  52 

Sanatorium  Division 642,798  00 

Total $4,793,443  52 

Highways. 

Boston  Port  Authority $61,664-92 

Street  Laying-Out  Department 152,663  00 

Total $214,327  92 

Public  Works. 

Central  Office $32,038  50 

Bridge  Service 423,749  50 

Bridges,  Repairs,  etc 20,000  00 

Ferry  Service 221,634  90 

Lighting  Service 929,708  00 

Paving  Service 930,321  00 

Snow  Removal 1,100,000  00 

Sanitary  Service .  2,016,387  50 

Sewer  Service 460,197  50 

Total $6,134,030  90 

Public  Welfare  and  Relief. 
Institutions  Department: 

Central  Office $42,070  50 

Child  Welfare  Division 349,540  50 

Long  Island  Hospital 773,493  00 

Men's    Dormitory,    Establish- 
ment of 165,000  00 

Steamer  "Stephen  J.  O'Meara"  .  .  51,895  00 
Public  Welfare  Department: 

Central  Office 10,924,696  20 

Temporary  Home 9,775  00 

Wayfarers'  Lodge 13,430  00 

Soldiers'  Relief  Department 670,338   10 

Work  Relief  Program 1,418,739  02 

Total $14,424,977  32 


Libraries.     ' 

Library  Department $1,251,855  00 

Reconstruction    of    the    Central 

Library  Roof 15,000  00 

Total $1,266,855  00 

Recreation. 

Park  Department $945,298  50 

Conventions  and  Entertainment  of 

Distinguished  Guests 43,305  00 

Public  Celebrations 39,000  00 

Total $1,027,603  50 

Unclassified. 

City  Documents $17,000  00 

Contingent  Fund 300,000  00 

Reserve  Fund 125,000  00 

Total $442,000  00 

Public  Service  Enterprises., 

Market $15,309  00 


Cemeteries. 
Park  Department: 

Cemetery  Division $52,269  50 

Recapitulation. 

General  Government $1,948,252  80 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property,  10,351,575  80 

Public  Health 4,793,443  52 

Highways 214,327  92 

Public  Works 6,134,036  90 

Public  Welfare  and  Relief 14,424,977  32 

Libraries 1,266,855  00 

Recreation 1,027,603  50 

Unclassified 442,000  00 

Public  Service  Enterprises 15,309  00 

Cemeteries 52,269  50 

Grand  Total $40,670,651  26 


County  Departments. 
Central  Courts. 

Supreme  Judicial  Court $56,755  40 

Superior      Court,      Civil      Session, 

General  Expenses 449,033  23 

Superior    Court,    Civil    Session, 

Clerk's  Office 183,264  22 

Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session.  .  .  492,473  06 
Municipal  Court,  City  of  Boston  ...  513,485  99 
Boston  Juvenile  Court 29,779  97 

Total. $1,724,791  87 


District  Courts. 

Municipal       Court,       Charlestown 

District. : $33,456  80 

East  Boston  District  Court 31,139  50 

Municipal     Court,     South     Boston 

District. 34,510  88 

Municipal  Court,  Dorchester  Dis- 
trict  T.  .  45,470  16 

Municipal  Court,  Roxbury  District,  118,476  95 

Municipal    Court,    West    Roxbury 

District 43,637  81 

.Municipal  Court,  Brighton  District,  22,353  00 

District  Court  of  Chelsea 40,457  32 

Total $369.502  42 

Corrections. 

Jail $209,980  83 

Penal  Institutions  Department : 

Office  Expenses 39,359  59 

House  of  Correction 417,017  96 

Steamer  "Michael  J.  Perkins". .  .  56,740  60 

Total $723,098  98 
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Medical  Examinations. 

Medical  Examiner  Service,  North- 
ern Division $24,031  67 

Medical  Examiner  Service,  South- 
ern Division 16,563  87 

Associate  Medical  Examiner  Service, 

Northern  Division 2,045  00 

Associate  Medical  Examiner  Service, 

Southern  Division 1,805  00 

Total $45,045  54 

Miscellaneous  Expenses. 

Auditing  Department $16,046  81 

Budget  Department 5,191   18 

Collecting  Department 800  00 

Sheriff _ 4,875  00 

Treasury  Department 5,925  00 

Total $32,837  99 

Public  Works. 
Granite  Avenue  Bridge $3,606  30 

Total $3,606  30 

Registration  of  Records. 

Registry  of  Deeds $193,547  59 

Index  Commissioners 26,295  33 

Probate  Court 36,110  00 

Total $255,952  92 

Unclassified. 
Suffolk  County  Courthouse  Custo- 
dian    $332,931  66 

County  Buildings 86,484  64 

Insanity  Cases 39,110  00 

Social  Law  Library 1,000  00 

Total $459,520  30 

Work  Relief  Program $24,500  00 

Total $24,500  00 

Recapitulation. 

Central  Courts $1,724,791  87 

Districts  Courts 369.502  4° 

Corrections 723J098  98 

Medical  Examinations 45,045  .",4 

Miscellaneous  Expenses 32837  99 

Public  Works 3,606  30 

Registration  of  Records 255,952  92 

Unclassified 459  526  30 

Work  Relief  Program 24^500  00 

Total $3,638,862  32 

Revenue  Departments. 

Printing  Department $335,990  78 

Departmental      Stationery      and 

Postage. .      108,000  00 

City  Record,  Publication  of 34  579  50 

Real  Estate  Division,  Repairs,  Etc.,  20,000  00 

Public  Works: 

Water  Service 1,090,617  00 

Sumner  Traffic  Tunnel 236,817  00 

Collecting— Water  Division 109i499  80 

Auditing — Water  Division 200  00 

Total $1,935,704  OS 

Grand  Summary. 

City  Departments $40,670,651  26 

County  Departments 3,638,862  32 

TotaI $44,309,513  58 

Revenue  Departments 1,935,704  08 

Grand  Total S46.245.217  66 

The    report    was     accepted    and    the    question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  appropriation  orders. 


Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  speaking 
as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
I  shall  move  the  appropriation  bill  be  returned  to 
the  Mayor  for  comprehensive  revision.  I  recorded 
my  dissent  in  committee,  and  I  now  propose  to 
state  the  reasons  for  my  dissent.  Every  increase 
in  the  tax  rate  on  real  estate  means  a  decrease  in 
the  market  value  of  this  real  estate.  It  means 
that  we  are  cutting  away  the  support  on  which 
our  essential  revenue  depends.  Last  year's  rate 
of  $39.90  should  be  decreased.  It  must  not  be 
increased.  The  rate  of  $41.50  forecast  by  the 
Mayor  would  be  a  new  all-time  high.  The  estab- 
lishment of  any  such  rate  would  have  devastating 
effects.  The  hope  of  relief  raised  by  the  lowering 
of  the  rate  last  year  would  turn  once  more  to 
despair.  This  would  lead  to  more  tax  delin- 
quency, to  more  tax  foreclosures,  to  a  further 
drop- in  values.  Not  alone  would  home  owners 
and  other  real  estate  owners  be  hurt.  Every 
citizen  of  Boston  would  be  hurt,  for  Boston  is  a 
partner  in  all  this  real  estate.  It  holds  the  first 
mortgage,  through  its  prior  lien  for  taxes.  It  is 
vital  to  Boston  that  the  values  on  which  this 
mortgage  depends  be  maintained.  It  is  also 
vital  to  every  savings  bank  depositor  that  these 
values  be  maintained.  The  savings  banks  have 
invested  millions  of  their  depositors'  money  in 
mortgages  on  Boston  real  estate.  These  mortgages 
mine  second  to  taxes.  If  taxes  cannot  be  paid, 
these  mortgages  will  suffer  default,  the  property 
will  be  thrown  back  on  the  bank>.  and  the  de- 
"rs  will  lose.  The  city  employees  also  have  a 
large  stake.  Their  pay  depends  on  restoring 
healthy  real  estate  values.  It  is  from  the  t:i\es 
on  the<c  values  that  the  city  gets  the  monev  to 
meet  its  pay  roll.  If  values  are  allowed  to  collapse 
further,  these  pay  rolls  cannot  be  met.  In  study- 
ins  the  Mayor's  budget,  I  have  had  these  essential 
considerations  in  mind.  When  the  budget  was 
filed  it  showed  a  slight  decrease  in  appropriation- 
over  last  year.  But  all  provision  for  snow  re- 
moval was  omitted.  Since  then,  about  $1,100,000 
has  been  spent  for  snow  removal,  and  it  also 
appears  that  certain  miscellaneous  revenue  receipts 
will  be  smaller  and  the  debt  service  charges  will  be 
greater,  so  that  all  in  all  an  increase  of  $1.60  in 
the  tax  rate  is  forecast.  Clearly,  this  is  a  time  of 
crisis.  It  is  a  time  when  heroic  remedies  must  be 
applied.  It  is  no  time  to  talk  of  an  irreducible 
minimum.  Ways  must  be  found  to  retrench 
further.  This  retrenchment  should  take  the  form 
ol  a  cul  of  not  less  than  $2,304,000  in  total  appro- 
priations, so  as  to  cut  the  tax  rate  down  by  $1.60 
on  the  thousand,  from  S41.50  to  last  year's  figure 
of  $39.90.  This  figure  of  $2.304.0(11)' is  adjuMed 
for  the  reduced  overlay  which  will  lie  required  on 
the  reduced  appropriations.  In  my  opinion,  tin- 
reduction  can  be  brought  about  in  part,  by  cuts  in 
recommended  appropriations,  such  as  the  follow- 
ing: 

Savings  through  mergers $20,000 

Cut   in   Police,   Library.    City    and    Long 

Island  Hospitals  to  1939  expenditures.       150,000 
1;  per  cent  cut   on  Personal  Service  ap- 
propriations of  other  city  and  county 
departments,  to  give  full  effect  to  the 

no-hiring  policy 200,000 

I  ut  in  Reserve  Fund 25,000 

Eliminating  thirty  Constables  (8  months)     *  32,000 
Cut  in   Public   Celebrations   and   Con- 

ventions .      f  25,000 

(_  ut  in  t  lty  Printing  bills 25,000 

Reduction  in  drawtender  crews  from  3  to 

2  (6  months) 43,000 

Leaving    unfilled    position   of  Editor  of 

Citii  Record 3,000 

Reduction  in  allowance  for  new  positions 

in  the  Boston  Port  Authority 6,000 

i;.  per  cent  cut  on  School  pay  roll  to  give 
full  effect  to  no-hiring  policy 220,000 

r,   .      ,        .                   ,  $749,000 

Cut  already  made  by  Appropriations 
Committee  on  appropriation  for 
Library  roof 55,000 

SS04.000 


+  T,here,are  '2  constables  at  present,  I  believe. 
T  this  does  not  affect  the  amount  for  the  Ameri- 
can Legion  Convention. 

The  Food  and  Fuel  items  for  the  City  Hospital, 
the  Sanatorium,  and  Long  Island  should  be  re- 
examined.    These  items  are  as  follows: 
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1939 

Expenditure. 


1940 

Allowance. 


Per  Cent 
Increase. 


City  Hospital: 

$442,118  33 
98,341  81 

160,341  93 

27,101   17 

220,276  19 
46,232  03 

$510,514  27 
125,000  00 

185,000  00 
35,000  00 

242,000  00 
49,000  00 

15.5 

D-3,  Fuel 

27.1 

Sanatorium  Division: 

D-2,  Food  and  Ice 

15.4 

D-3,  Fuel : 

29.1 

Long  Island  Hospital: 

9.8 

D-3,  Fuel 

5.9 

The  principal  reason  given  for  these  increases  is 
increased  unit  costs  as  compared  with  last  year. 
This,  I  believe,  will  not  bear  examination.  The 
State  Commission  on  Necessaries  of  Life's  retail 
food  index  figure  stood  at  116.5  in  January,  1939, 
and  at  106.1  in  January,  1940,  a  drop  of  over  10 
points.  The  fuel  and  ice  figure  in  January,  1939, 
stood  at  151.7  and  in  January,  1940,  at  156.6,  an 
increase  of  less  than  5  points.  Fuel  oil,  which  is 
used  for  the  most  part  by  the  City  Hospital  and  the 
Sanatorium,  has  gone  up  somewhat  more  than 
other  fuel,  but  the  increase  is  less  than  the  27.1 
and  29.1  per  cent  increases  in  the  appropriations. 
With  respect  to  food  prices,  it  is  true  that  whole- 
sale prices  do  not  seem  to  have  fallen  with  retail 
prices,  but  information  which  I  have  received 
from  a  purchasing  agent  of  long  experience  in- 
dicates that  wholesale  prices  of  meats  and  vege- 
tables are  about  the  same  as  last  year,  and  that 
dairy  products  and  canned  goods  have  gone 
up  not  over  10  per  cent;  and  that  on  the  average 
there  has  been  a  rise  of  about  5  per  cent  in  whole- 
sale food  prices.  The  weakness  in  retail  prices 
seems  to  indicate  that  this  rise  in  wholesale 
prices  may  be  wiped  out  before  the  end  of  the 
year.  Compare  this  small  rise  with  the  15.5 
and  15.4  per  cent  increases  in  the  appropria- 
tions for  food  and  ice  at  the  City  Hospital  and 
Sanatorium  and  the  9.8  per  cent  increase  at  Long 
Island  Hospital.  The  superintendent  has  pointed 
out  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  meals  served  at  the  City  Hospital,  but  this 
increase  amounts  to  only  about  two-tenths  of 
1  per  cent  and  is  therefore  a  very  small  factor. 
Very  probably  these  large  increases  in  the  food 
and  fuel  appropriations  were  influenced  by  the 
flurry  in  prices  which  took  place  last  autumn 
at  the  beginning  of  the  European  war,  but  which 
lasted  for  only  a  short  time  and  was  followed  by 
lower  prices.  I  have  no  doubt  that  cuts  may 
properly  be  made  in  these  items.  Further  study 
would  doubtless  disclose  other  places  where 
immediate  cuts  could  be  made.  And  over  the 
longer  term  additional  economies  which  would 
be  effective  in  1941  and  subsequent  years  could 
be  made.  For  the  current  year  the  remainder 
necessary  to  cut  back  the  tax  rate  to  a  maximum 
of  $39.90  should  be  obtained  by  a  graduated 
pay  cut  of  2\  per  cent  on  salaries  below  $1,000, 
— mostly  people  who  are  getting  board  and  lodging 
at  the  institutions —  5  per  cent  on  salaries  between 
$1,000  and  $1,600,  and  T\  per  cent  on  salaries  over 
$1,600.  The  percentages  I  give  are  just  half  of 
those  which  were  used  when  a  graduated  pay  cut 
was  in  effect  during  most  of  1933  and  all  of  1934. 
I  do  not  suggest  any  suspension  of  step-rate 
salary  increases.  A  suspension  of  these  step 
rates  without  a  pay  cut  would  fall  only  on  those 
employees  who  have  not  reached  their  maximum 
and  would  not  effect  the  needed  economy.  And 
a  suspension  of  step  rates  added  to  a  pay  cut 
would  cast  a  double  burden  on  those  who  have 
not  reached  their  maximum.  For  these  reasons, 
I  would  leave  the  step  rates  undisturbed.  I 
estimate  that  the  suggested  pay  cut  will  reduce 
pay  roll  costs  in  City  and  School  Departments 
for  the  eight  months  of  1940,  starting  with  May  1st, 
by  about  $1,500,000.  For  the  calendar  year 
1940  the  cut  will  amount  to  less  2  per  cent  in 
the  first  classification,  to  less  than  3  J  per  cent  in 
the  second  classification,  and  to  5  per  cent  in  the 


highest  classification,  as  full  salaries  will  be  paid 
for  the  first  four  months  of  the  year.  That 
cooperation  from  the  School  Committee  may  be 
expected  is  indicated  by  a  statement  of  Mr. 
Alexander  M.  Sullivan,  the  Business  Manager, 
in  which  "for  the  School  Committee"  he  is  re- 
ported to  have  said: 

"If  the  Mayor  called  for  a  reduction  in  school 
and  all  other  municipal  expenditures  for  the 
purpose  of  safeguarding  the  city's  credit  or  re- 
ducing the  tax  rate  any  intelligent  and  public- 
spirited  school  committee  responsive  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  citizens  as  a  whole  wpuld  not  fail 
to  cooperate  with  the  Mayor  in  such  a  program." 

This  is  a  fair  and  reasonable  position.  But  be 
it  noted  that  the  initiative  must  come  from  the 
Mayor.  As  to  the  Library  and  Police  Depart- 
ment salaries,  which  are  provided  by  appropriation 
as  part  of  the  city  budget,  it  is  true  that  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  have  no  direct  control  over  these 
salary  scales,  but  they  can  in  effect  exercise  control 
through  a  cut  in  appropriation  which  will  force 
a  revision.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  if 
the  Mayor  takes  the  initiative  these  departments 
also  will  cooperate  in  his  program.  I  have  not 
attempted  to  apply  the  same  principle  to  the 
comparatively  small  county  budget,  but  wherever 
these  salaries '  are  not  governed  by  statutory  re- 
quirements I  should  make  similar  cuts.  As 
bearing  on  the  fairness  of  the  small  pay  cut  sug- 
gested, the  following  additional  factors  should  be 
borne  in  mind.  Not  only  do  the  city  employees 
have  a  large  stake  in  maintaining  the  values  on 
which  the  city  depends  for  its  revenue.  They. have 
also  in  many  ways  been  peculiarly  fortunate.  They 
have  had  steady  jobs.  They  have  had  the  pro- 
tection of  civil  service.  They  have  had  liberal 
pensions  upon  retirement.  Except  for  1934  and 
part  of  1933,  they  have  suffered  no  pay  cuts. 
With  a  few  interruptions,  they  have  had  step-rate 
increases.  In  the  meantime  the  cost  of  living  has 
gone  down  from  an  index  number  of  160.6  in  1929 
to  an  index  number  of  136.9  in  February,  1940. 
This  has  given  them  an  increased  purchasing 
power  which  in  effect  is  an  increase  in  pay.  Those 
who  must  pay  the  bills,  on  the  other  hand,  have 
had  unsteady  employment,  no  protection  in  their 
jobs  such  as  is  given  by  civil  service,  pay  cuts  in 
many  cases  or  part  time  employment,  and  no 
complete  pension  coverage.  The  public  are  alive 
to  the  seriousness  of  the  situation.  They  demand 
action.     Witness  the  editorial  comment: 

The  Boston  Record  says: 

r"As  a  city  interested  in  obtaining  its  rightful 
share  of  the  nation's  business  and  prosperity, 
Boston  ought  to  have  a  tax  rate  that  attracts  new 
industries  and  new  jobs." 

"What  about  the  needed  and  long  neglected 
economies  that  could  be  made  and  have  not  been 
made? 

The  Boston  Herald  says: 

"The  fact  is  that  the  budget  is  not  at  a  level 
which  admits  of  no  reductions,  provided  there 
exists  an  actual  will  to  achieve  them." 

The  Boston  Evening  Transcript  says: 

"Mayor  Tobin's  estimate  of  a  record-high  tax 
rate  of  $41.50  for  1940  means  that  Boston's  finan- 
cial situation  has  reached  an  intolerable  stage  in 
its  ten-year  retrogression. 
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"After  one  brief  year  in  which  city  costs  ex- 
perienced a  mild  reversal  of  their  upward  trend, 
the  city  confronts  anew  the  startling  climb  of  its 
tax  rate  and  the  increasing  weight  of  the  tax  burden 
that  falls  with  crushing  and  stultifying  pressure 
upon  the  property  values  of  the  city,  speeding 
vacancies  and  blight,  postponing  recovery,  jeopard- 
izing the  stability  of  industry  and  encouraging 
migrations  of  existing  plants  and  avoidance  of 
Boston  by  concerns  that  might  come  to  the  city." 
The  Christian  Science  Monitor  says: 
"  If  proof  were  needed  that  important  reforms 
in  Boston's  city  government  are  desirable.  Mayor 
Maurice  J.  Tobin's  forecast  of  an  all-time  high 
real  estate  tax  rate  of  $41.50  surely  supplies  it. 
Only  45  cents  in  the  rate  represents  increases  in 
snow  removal  expense." 
The  Boston  Post  says: 

"The  prospect  of  a  $41.50  tax  rate  is  alarming  to 
the  taxpayers.  True,  snow  removal  costs  add 
70  cents  or  more  to  the  rate,  but  that  does  not 
lessen  the  burden. 

"Real  estate  is  in  a  precarious  state  now.  The 
still  higher  taxes  will  surely  depress  property 
further. 

"City   costs   must   come   down.     Mayor   Tobin 
has  made  a  beginning,  but  there  is  much  to  do  yet. 
The  city  is  living  at  a  more  rextravagant  rate  than 
the  financial  position  justifies." 
The  Boston  American  says: 

"It  is  not  too  late  for  Mayor  Tobin  and  the 
members  of  the  City  Council  to  pare  down  the 
tax  rate. 

"It  is  not  too  late  for  these  officials,  in  whose 
hands  the  fate  of  Boston  rests,  to  act  constructively. 
"They  have  all  .the  authority,  all  the  informa- 
tion, all  the  public  support  they  will  ever  require. 
"The   one,    big,   important   question   is:     'Have 
they  the  courage?'  "    ■ 
The  Boston  Globe  says: 

"The  Boston  impost  on  real  estate  is  the  most 
crushing  to  be  found  in  any  large  American  city. 
This  being  so,  steps  to  obtain  relief  are  decidedly 
in  order.  Yet,  no  great  effort  has  been  made  in 
this  direction.  Pay  rolls  of  city  and  county  are 
on  their  way  to  an  increase  over  1939.  Possible 
economies  have  been  passed  over." 

That  takes  in  about  all  the  papers  in  Boston 
and  includes  the  Boston  Globe,  which  seldom 
expresses  an  opinion  on  controversial  subjects. 
If  we  have  a  garden,  we  must  fertilize  and  water 
it.  If  we  have  live  stock,  we  must  feed  ami  care 
for  it.  A  neglected  garden  or  an  abused  animal 
brings  no  returns.  Any  farmer  who  fails  to  ob- 
serve these  essentials  is  bound  for  the  poorhouse. 
Real  estate  is  the  city's  garden.  Instead  of 
fostering  it,  we  have  neglected  and  abused  it.  By 
excessive  taxation  we  have  cast  a  blight  upon  it. 
If  for  the  present  we  cannot  reduce  the  burden, 
we  must  at  least  peg  the  rate.  We  must  at  least 
give  notice  that  the  upward  surge  of  the  tax  rate 
has  come  to  an  end.  This  small  relief  is  all  I 
suggest  at  this  time.  Our  next  task  will  be  to 
bring  to  pass  a  lower  rate.  Only  by  this  course 
can  we  avoid  a  financial  crisis  which  will  engulf 
not  alone  real  estate  owners,  but  also  the  savings 
bank  depositors,  city  employees  and  all  who 
make  their  livelihood  in  this  city  of  ours.  The 
duty  which  confronts  us  now  is  the  most  important 
given  us  under  the  City  Charter.  We  have 
control  of  the  purse-strings.  We  cannot  initiate, 
but  we  can  veto.  Ours  is  the  negative  voice. 
As  always,  the  easiest  course  is  to  say  "Yes,  Yes," 
and  let  it  go  at  that.  But  the  public  expects  more 
of  us.  We  must  not  fail.  For  the  reasons  already 
pointed  out,  this  budget  requires  a  major  and 
fundamental  revision.  We  in  the  Council  lack  the 
facilities  for  this  task.  The  entire  document 
should  be  returned  to  the  Mayor  for  revision 
along  the  lines  I  have  indicated,  and  I  so  move. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  at  various 
public  meetings  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations I  listened  with  varying  degrees  of  interest 
to  the  many  speakers  who  came  before  that 
committee.  While  many  of  them  were  very 
serious  and  came  before  the  committee  in  good 
faith,  their  knowledge  of  municipal  government 
was  very  slight.  For  those  people  who  came 
there  in  good  faith  we,  the  City  Council — and  I 
know  that  I  include  most  of  our  members — had 
the  utmost  sympathy  because  of  the  predicament 
in  which  they  find  themselves,  where  they  own 
homes  or  real  estate.  But  most  of  the  speakers 
who  came  before  the  committee  were  gentlemen 
who  have  appeared  here  year  in  and  year  out 
before  the  committee,   that  being  the   only   time 


when  we  ever  see  them,  gentlemen  who  come 
here  with  no  regard — no  sincere  regard,  at  least — 
for  the  interests  of  the  taxpayers  of  Boston,  but 
who  come  here  as  fakers,  only  because  they  have 
a  pecuniary,  selfish,  material  interest.  I  was 
rather  amused  when  I  heard  one  gentleman  who 
appeared  before  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
and  who  delivered  a  scholarly  address  to  the 
committee,  suggesting  many  cuts.  I  was  amused 
because  that  gentleman  formerly  was  a  School- 
house  Commissioner  of  Boston,  who  at  that  time 
pursued  a  very  different  course,  and  who  ap- 
parently now  has  decided  to  repent  for  the  sins 
of  the  past.  That  gentleman,  while  a  School- 
house  Commissioner  of  the  City  of  Boston,  spent 
money  so  lavishly,  so  recklessly  and  so  wastefully, 
that  I  don't  see  how  he  had  the  temerity  to  come 
here  before  the  committee  and  say  that  he  repre- 
sented some  taxpayers'  association  and  expect 
the  Council  to  give  even  the  remotest  considera- 
tion to  his  remarks.  But  that  gentleman,  Mr. 
President  and  members  of  the  Council,  came 
here  with  an  ulterior  motive,  because  he  had  a 
selfish  interest  in  representing,  with  others,  those 
who  are  interested  in  securing  abatements  of  taxes 
for  many  real  estate  owners  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
to  such  an  extent  that  it  lias  become  a  racket. 
And  let  me  tell  you.  members  of  the  Council,  that 
that  abatement  business  is  a  very  lucrative  busi- 
ness. Those  men  do  not  come  here  with  the 
sincere  interest  of  the  people  of  Boston  at  heart, 
I » Lit  only  with  a  selfish  interest.  The  average 
taxpayer,  while  naturally  he  does  not  want  to  pay 
a  high  rate,  does  expect  to  pay  a  proper  rate  to 
carry  on  the  functions  of  the  city,  but  the  con- 
scientious man  does  not  want  to  have  his  taxes 
reduced  and  to  have  the  burden  fall  on  other 
shoulders.  I  listened  with  great  interest  to  Mr. 
Loeffler,  who  comes  before  the  Body  every  year. 
I  have  no  quarrel  with  Mr.  LoefHer,  whom  I 
believe  to  be  a  respectable  man,  a  man  of  integrity. 
I  realize  that  he  comes  before  the  Body  because 
he  is  a  hired  man  and  represents  the  Municipal 
Research  Bureau.  I  am  informed  that  he  receives 
$6,500  a  year,  a  fairly  tidy  sum  to  live  upon. 
This  gentleman  simply  came  before  the  Body 
because  he  had  a  job  to  perform  and  because  he 
was  being  paid  to  perform  it.  He  did  not  come 
sulply  with  a  sincere  desire  to  help  the  poor  tax- 
payers of  the  City  of  Boston,  but  came  because 
he  has  tins  employment  and  comes  in  order  to 
earn  his  money,  to  show  those  who  hire  him  that 
he  is  doing  something.  And  so  he  comes  here 
and  asks  us  to  rut  down  the  tax  rate  of  Boston. 
He  comes  because  lie  is  paid  to  do  so,  and  if  he 
were  not  being  paid  we  would  not  find  him  within 
live  miles  of  City  Hall.  And  so  he  comes  here  anil 
asks  us  in  cut  down  the  appropriations  for  Schools, 
Hospital.  Sanatorium,  Fire  Department,  Police 
Department,  Public  Works  and  Health  Depait- 
ments.  Of  course,  as  far  as  the  School  Depart- 
ment is  concerned,  we  have  no  control  over  it  and 
I,  for  one,  would  not  do  anything,  even  if  I  had  the 
power,  to  lower  the  standard  of  education  that 
my  boy  or  your  boy  receives  in  our  schools  today. 
They  are  entitled"  to  the  equal  opportunity  of 
education  that  the  rest  of  the  country  is  giving 
its  boys  and  girls.  As  far  as  the  Fire  Department 
is  concerned,  Mr.  Loeffler,  you  must  realize  that 
that  department  today  is  undermanned,  and  not 
only  undermanned,  but  under  equipped  in  a 
modern  manner.  Do  you,  Mr.  Loeffler,  think 
that  we  as  conscientious  public  servants  are 
going  to  reduce  the  budget  of  the  Fire  Department 
and  thereby  endanger  the  lives  and  the  property 
of  the  people  of  the  City  of  Boston?  If  we  reduce 
the  budget  that  department  will  not  be  able  to 
properly  furnish  the  service  that  it  is  expected 
to  give.  And,  Mr.  Loeffler,  do  you  think  we  are 
going  to  cut  the  appropriation  of  the  Police  De- 
partment, knowing  the  conditions  in  our  districts, 
knowing  the  threat  to  the  lives  and  property  of 
our  citizens  in  their  homes  and  on  the  streets? 
Do  you  think  that  we,  as  conscientious  public 
servants,  are  going  to  take  away  from  the  people 
the  right  of  protection  to  their  lives,  safety  and 
property,  or  do  you  think  we  are  only  here  to 
protect  the  banking  interests?  Mr.  Loeffler,  do 
you  think  you  are  going  to  cut  down  the  expenses 
of  the  Hospital  Department,  with  its  accompany- 
ing threat  to  the  proper  care  and  health  of  our 
sick  and  injured?  And  I  have  in  mind  in  this 
connection,  also,  the  cuts  proposed  by  Councilor 
Shattuck.  Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,  this 
government,  as  I  look  at  it,  is  not  run  for  profit, 
but  to  render  public  service.  Do  you,  Mr.  Loeffler, 
think  that  we  would  be  proper  public  servants  if 
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we  should  vote  to  take  away  from  those  emaciated 
people,  suffering  from  illness  in  the  City  Hospital 
or  at  Mattapan,  anything  that  would  add  to  their 
comfort  or  chance  to  recover?  Do  you  think 
we  could  sleep  at  night  if  we  should  take  away 
from  those  people  the  butter,  eggs  and  cream 
necessary  to  bring  them  back  into  the  fold  as 
normal  human  beings?  When  the  day  comes 
that  I  am  expected  to  do  that,  I  am  going  to 
resign  from  public  office,  because  we  cannot 
possibly,  as  representatives  of  the  people,  render 
our  duty  faithfully  and  honestly  if  we  vote  to 
cut  the  hospital  budget  in  such  a  way  that  the 
hospital  cannot  render  the  service  that  it  is  sup- 
posed to  render  to  our  people.  So  far  as  snow 
removal  is  concerned,  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment unfortunatelv  was  compelled  to  spend 
$1,100,000.  But  how  could  that  be  avoided? 
The  people  of  my  district,  the  people  of  every 
district,  want  our  streets  cleaned  up.  Every 
councilor  in  the  City  of  Boston  was  faced  with 
the  same  demand,  but  at  the  very  time  when 
that  was  being  granted,  those  same  people  who 
wished  our  streets  cleaned  were  resisting  the 
expenditure  of  the  taxpayers'  money  with  that 
end  in  view.  They  wanted  the  streets  of  Boston 
cleaned,  and  still  a  shriek  went  up  when  they 
found  that  it  would  mean  an  increase  of  70  cents 
per  thousand  in  the  tax  levy.  I  say  that  the  city 
has  to  render  service  to  its  citizens  although,  of 
course,  that  service  costs  money.  Last,  but  not 
least,  comes  the  matter  of  public  welfare.  I  say 
this  to  you,  Mr.  Loeffler.  You  have  spent  a  lot 
of  time  around  City  Hall,  poring  over  the  city's, 
books,  attending  Council  meetings,  and  you 
have  put  in  a  good  deal  of  time  preparing  public 
pamphlets  which  you  have  so  graciously  and 
generously  given  to  members  of  the  City  Council. 
I  want  to  refer  you  to  your  own  figures,  as  sub- 
mitted in  one  of  your  pamphlets.  Today  the 
Public  Welfare  Department  .is  spending  over 
$14,000,000  a  year.  Back  in  1930  the  amount 
expended  for  that  department  was  $5,000,000, 
which  means  that  there  has  been  an  increase  of 
over  $9,000,000  in  the  expense  to  the  City  of 
Boston  for  maintaining  that  department,  owing 
to  conditions  over  which  we  have  no  control. 
That  is  the  reason  for  the  increase  in  the  tax  levy 
over  last  year.  Mr.  Loeffler,  why  don't  you  be 
honest?  Instead  of  coming  here  and  criticizing 
the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  today,  why  not 
have  a  rejversal  of  form  and  refer  to  your  own 
figures,  showing  that  for  1939  the  administrative 
expenses  of  the  City  of  Boston  were  the  lowest 
that  they  have  been  in  the  last  ten  years?  Does 
that  show  that  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council 
are  asleep  on  their  jobs?  Mayor  Tobin,  in  his 
last  two  years  in  office,  cut  down  the  city's  expenses 
to  the  bone,  without  impairing  the  public  service, 
even  though  some  of  the  departments  have,  not 
been  receiving  the  amounts  to  which  they  are 
fairly  entitled.  Why  not  tell  the  people  of  Boston 
that  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  have  done 
a  great  job?  Of  course,  it  is  impossible  for  us 
to  cut  to  a  greater  extent  unless  we  cut  some- 
body's heads  off  and  unless  we  curtail  some  impor- 
tant activities.  The  trouble,  Mr.  Loeffler,  is  that 
you  spend  too  much  time  in  City  Hall.  You 
ought  to  spend  more  time  at  the  State  House, 
where  you  can  do  a  lot  of  good.  The  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  is  the  sovereign  under 
which  we  are  governed.  The  City  of  Boston 
has  no  right  to  tax  except  as  it  gets  authority 
from  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  We  can  only 
get  income  from  valuations  on  property.  The 
State  of  Massachusetts  realizes,  must  realize, 
the  situation  that  the  City  of  Boston  is  in.  But 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  with  its  small- 
town legislators,  has  for  years  crushed  Boston, 
with  burdens  which  do  not  belong  here.  For 
example,  the  Legislature  has  compelled  Boston 
to  pay  county  expenses  that  Winthrop,  Chelsea 
and  Revere  should  pay.  But  the  Legislature 
has  determined  that  the  City  of  Boston  shall  pay 
the  entire  amount.  The  Legislature  has  allowed 
the  Metropolitan  Commission  to  charge  the  City 
of  Boston  for  activities  for  which  we  have  no  use 
whatsoever.  The  Legislature  has  gone  so  far 
as  to  be  unwilling  to  aid  the  City  of  Boston  in 
the  matter  of  the  East  Boston  Tunnel,  when  the 
figures  show  that  70  per  cent  of  the  people  who 
use  the  tunnel  come  from  outside  of  Boston. 
And  the  City  of  Boston  has  been  compelled  to 
pay  much  more  than  its  fair  share  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  deficit.  Every  year  we  have  paid  $2,000,- 
000  or  more  because  those  small  town  legisla- 
tors  have  seen  fit   to   throw   that  expense   onto 


our  backs.     Much  more  than  a  proper  proportion 
of  the  compulsory  automobile  insurance  expense 
has  been  saddled  upon  this  city.     And  so  I  say, 
Mr.  Loeffler,  if   you  will    go  up  there  on  Beacon 
Hill  and  show  them  the  evil  of  their  ways,  you 
will   accomplish   a   great   deal   for   the   taxpayers 
of  this  city.     You  can  do  more  effective  work  and 
can    accomplish    far    more    important    results    by 
going  there  and  showing  them  how  the  burdens  of 
the  City  of  Boston  should  be  relieved  by  the  State. 
Teach   them    this,    Mr.    Loeffler,    also,    that   the 
welfare  burden  of  the  City  of  Boston  should  be 
handled    by    the    State    of    Massachusetts.     The 
Commonwealth  should  bear  that  burden.     I  say 
that  with  all  seriousness,  because  the  more  favor- 
able   treatment    given    in    all   these    respects    to 
towns     like    Milton,     Brookline,     Attleboro    and 
others,    which    as    a    consequence    of    preferential 
treatment  have  a  small  tax  rate  and  have  small 
welfare    costs,    resulting    in    this    back-breaking 
burden  for  the  City  of  Boston.     I  say  that  the 
welfare  should  be  equally  distributed  throughout 
the  state,  and  should  not  all  be  put  in  one  spot, 
charged,  the  same  as  many  of  these  other  expenses 
I   have   referred   to  are   charged,   to  the  City   of 
Boston.     Until  the  time  comes  when  the  state  is 
willing   to   assume  the   burden   of   welfare,   I  say 
that  the  tax  rate  of  Boston  is  never  going  to  be 
materially    reduced.     You    gentlemen    expect    us 
to  reduce  the  welfare  load  of  Boston  under  present 
conditions,    Mr.    Loeffler.     Oh,    no,    you    cannot 
expect   twenty-two   members    of   this   Council   to 
take  away  from  those  poor     people  the  pittance 
that   they   now    obtain.     Through    c'rcumstances 
over  which  they  have  no   control — because  they 
are   honestly   unable   to  find    work — they   are   on 
welfare  but  you  propose  to  take  away  from  them 
the  right   to  exist  as  human  beings.     When  the 
time  comes  that  we,  the  City  Council,  are  going  to 
recommend    reductions    in    welfare',    than    I    say 
this  will  not  be  a  democratic  form  of  government. 
It  will  then  be  time  to  tear  down  the  flag  and  call 
over  Hitler  and  Stalin,   because  we  are  not  able 
to  help  those  poor  people  to  help  themselves.     As 
long  as  the  City  Council  are  here,  I  know  that  the 
members  will  do  what  they  can  to  help  our  people 
in  different  ways.     Councilor  Shattuck  refers  to 
pay  cuts.     Well,  it  is  very  easy  when  you  sit  in 
your    luxurious    chair    in    your    beautiful    home, 
with  plenty  of  money  so  that  you  can  live  com- 
fortably  and    well,    to   say,    "Cut   these   fellows' 
pay."     That  is   a   very  easy   thing  to  say.     But 
the    employees    of    the    City    of    Boston    are    not 
being  paid  enough  today  in  most  cases.     One  of 
the  newspaper  articles  says  that  it  takes  courage 
to  reduce.     It  does  not  take  courage  to  do  that. 
It  takes  natural  meanness  to  do  it.     It  does  not 
take  courage  to  take  something  away  from  some- 
body.    Councilor   Shattuck   refers   to   real   estate 
as  a  city  garden.     Well,  parts  of  the  city  may 
look  like  a  garden,  but  I  personally  do  not  regard 
real  estate  as  a  city  garden.     I  regard  the  people 
who  live  in  the  City  of  Boston  as  the  city's  garden. 
Those  are  the  one  we  have  to  care  for.     We  can 
reduce  the  tax  rate,   of  course,   provided   we  can 
get  help  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  in 
no  other  way  can  we  reduce  it,  because  the  Mayor 
has  already  cut  it  to  the  hone.     He  has  earned 
the  no-hiring   policy   to  such   an   extent  that,   in 
my  opinion,  some  of  the  departments  are  impaired 
today,  and  I  certainly  don't  know  how  they  get 
along   with   the   money  allotted   to   them.     All   I 
can  say  to  the  taxpayers  is  that  they  can  thank 
God  that  they  live  in  a  country  where  they  have 
an   opportunity   to   be   taxed,    because   people   in 
other   countries   across   the   sea   don't   even   have 
the  right   to   be  taxed,   but   have  their  property 
taken  away  from  them  altogether. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President  and 
gentlemen,  I  rise  not  for  the  purpose  of  debating 
this  matter,  but  to  thank  all  the  members  of  the 
Council  for  the  work  they  have  given  during  the 
past  six  weeks  in  examining  the  items  in  the 
municipal  budget  for  1940.  It  was  a  thankless 
task  to  a  certain  extent.  We  could  not  increase 
the  budget,  and  we  could  not  reduce  the  items 
without  curtailing  important  municipal  services 
which  the  people  of  Boston .  demand  and  have  a 
right  to  expect.  There  was  a  group  who  appeared 
here  requesting  that  we  reduce  the  budget  for 
1940.  The  councilor  from  Ward  12  (Coun. 
Taylor)  referred  to  them  a  moment  ago  in  his 
statement.  The  things  that  have  been  said  on 
one  side  and  the  other  have  brought  clearly  to 
my  mind  the  old  allusion  that  we  could  not  be  all 
things  to  all  men.  We  have  tried  to  approach  this 
problem    from    the    humanitarian    standpoint    as 
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well  as  from  other  standpoints.  Our  purpose 
here  today  is  to  do  our  best  by  the  city  and  its 
citizens.  The  argument  of  economy,  of  course, 
appeals  to  everyone  of  us,  but  we  also  have  to 
consider  the  humane  point  of  view  in  any  action 
we  take.  We  listened  attentively  to  those  who 
appeared  before  us.  We  agreed  that  if  cuts  could 
be  made  without  seriously  interfering  with  the 
functions  of  the  city  they  would  be  commendable, 
but  in  most  cases  we  failed  to  agree  as  to  means 
to  accomplish  that  end.  We  were  told  that  a 
million  could  be  saved,  for  instance,  by  reducing 
pay  rolls  and  other  economies  at  the  various 
hospitals.  Well,  if  we  succeeded  in  cutting  off 
a  million  the  tax  rate  would  have  been  reduced 
about  65  cents  a  thousand.  The  average  home 
owner  has  a  $5,000  home.  The  normal  home 
owner  is  a  poor  man.  If  the  average  man  could 
save  in  his  taxes  65  cents  on  a  thousand,  the  result 
of  such  economy  would  be  a  saving  in  his  tax  bill 
of  $3.75,  but  I  think  in  the  end  he  would  lose  more 
than  he  obtained.  Also,  the  majority  of  the  tax- 
payers of  the  city,  in  the  words  of  Gilbert  and 
Sullivan,  have  sisters  and  cousins  and  aunts, 
who  might  be  on  the  pay  roll  of  the  city  and  who 
might,  if  there  were  a  reduction  in  the  pay  roll, 
lose  their  positions,  be  fired  from  municipal  employ. 
In  that  case  the  $3.75  that  might  be  saved  through 
a  65  cents  per  thousand  reduction  in  the  tax  on  a 
$5,000  home  would  be  eaten  up  in  other  ways, 
either  because  of  the  fact  that  such  a  taxpayer 
might  be  called  upon  to  assist  his  relatives  or 
might  himself  be  one  of  the  sufferers.  Accord- 
ingly, we  felt  that  we  would  be  on  dangerous 
ground  in  attempting  to  effect  a  further  reduction 
in  the  budget  as  submitted,  a  budget  which  had 
already  been  cut  to  the  bone.  We  also  felt  that 
more  money  should  be  expended  upon  the  Library 
roof,  but  that  this  year  only  a  small  amount  should 
be  allowed,  the  rest  to  come  later,  that  this  was 
not  the  time  to  appropriate  a  larger  amount. 
In  the  matter  of  snow  removal,  we  felt  that  the 
amount  we  have  allowed  will  cover  the  cost  of  the 
snow  removal.  Our  action  in  that  respect  was 
taken  upon  the  advice  and  with  the  active  con- 
sent of  the  Public  Works  Commissioner,  who 
revised  his  statement.  And  so  we  believe  that 
the  budget  has  been  cut  as  low  as  it  is  possible 
without  curtailing  the  important  municipal  serv- 
ices which  the  people  of  Boston  demand  and  have 
a  right  to  expect.  There  have  been  recommenda- 
tions from  many  sides  as  to  slashes  that  your 
committee  might  make  in  this  budget.  I  believe 
that  most  of  these  proposals  were  advanced  with 
the  best  cf  intentions,  but  that  those  making  them 
were  not  entirely  informed  upon  the  problems  of 
running  the  City  of  Boston.  Some  groups  have 
advocated  wholesale  discharges  of  city  employees 
and  drastic  salary  reductions.  Obviously,  such 
a  move  would  result  in  savings,  but  as  Chairman 
of  your  Appropriations  Committee,  I  believe  it 
would  be  unsound  and  unfair.  It  is  unfortunate, 
perhaps,  that  when  times  are  hard  and  the  lax 
rate  mounts  the  city  employees  all  too  often  are 
singled  out  for  criticism  and  attack,  irrespective 
of  the  fact  that  they  are  performing  their  jobs  at 
least  as  efficiently  and  thoroughly  as  in  the  good 
times  when  the  tax  rate  was  low  and  they  received 
scant  attention.  It  is  only  fair  to  say  that  the 
great  majority  of  city  employees  are  doing  their 
work  loyally  and  well.  They  are  striving  to  give 
the  taxpayers  an  honest  week's  work  for  the 
salaries  paid  them.  Many  of  these  city  em- 
ployees would  be  much  more  highly  paid  if  they 
were  performing  the  same  duties  in  private  in- 
dustry. The  average  taxpayer  has  felt  the  pinch 
of  the  depressio  i  and  knows  the  problem  of 
making  both  ends  meet  under  depression  conditions. 
He  probably  would  be  the  last  to  advocate  the 
discharge  of  a  single  city  employee  or  a  single  pay 
cut  for  a  city  worker  doing  his  job  loyally  and 
well.  The  amount  of  $55,000  which  has  been 
reduced  from  the  item  for  roof  repairs  in  the 
Library  Department  and  of  $58,000  in  the  item 
for  snow  removal  in  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment— which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works,  after  conference  with  the  com- 
mittee, will  leave  $1,100,000,  sufficient  to  meet 
all  snow  removal  charges,  makes  a  total  of  $1 13,000, 
which  has  been  reduced  this  year  from  the  budget 
as  submitted,  and  I  feel,  under  the  circumstances, 
that  that  reduction  is  all  that  can  be  reasonably 
expected,  having  in  mind  the  functions  of  the  city 
which  must  be  met  in  a  time  like  this.  I  wish 
again  to  thank  the  committee  for  their  coopera- 
tion on  the  budget  and  for  the  faithful  work  that 
they  have  done. 


Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  can  fully 
appreciate  the  difficulties  with  which  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  has  had  to  contend  in  preparing  the 
budget  which  he  has  presented  to  us  and  in  at- 
tempting to  reduce  it  to  the  minimum.  I  can 
also  appreciate  the  difficulties  that  the  average 
taxpayer  has  in  meeting  his  tax  bill.  So,  having 
these  things  in  mind,  I  shall  not  indulge  in  any 
personalities  but  rather  shall  attempt  to  be  fair 
to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  to  be  fair  with  Mr. 
Loeffler  and  other  critics  who  have  criticized  the 
present  budget.  I  have  many  ways  in  mind 
by  which  I  think  his  Honor  the  Mayor  could  re- 
duce the  budget,  thereby  lowering  the  tax  rate. 
I  feel,  therefore,  that  the  Body  should  resubmit 
the  budget  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  ask  him 
to  do  what  he  did  last  year — to  give  a  little  more 
study  to  the  budget,  study  the  minority  report, 
and  take  from  that  report  things  which  are  logical 
and  which  he  may  think  he  might  adopt.  I  per- 
sonally am  not  in  favor  of  reducing  the  hospital 
budget.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  reducing  welfare, 
the  appropriation  for  the  Sanatorium,  or  appro- 
priations for  food,  appropriations  the  reduction 
of  which  will  injuriously  affect  the  poor  and  sick 
of  Boston.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  discharging 
any  employee  of  the  city  or  county  or  of  reducing 
their  pay.  But  I  do  feel.  .Mr.  President,  that 
there  are  many  items  in  the  budget  which  could 
be  reduced  considerably  more.  For  example, 
there  is  the  matter  which  I  questioned  last  year 
and  which  I  have  questioned  this  year,  of"  the 
money  appropriated  for  the  repair  of  automobiles 
and  auto  trucks  in  the  City  of  Boston.  We  have 
a  municipal  garage  and  we  have  a  number  of 
automobile  mechanics  in  the  employ  of  the  city, 
enough,  I  believe,  to  do  that  sort  of  work  for  the 
city  without  going  outside.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
I  believe  that  business  corporations,  having  the 
same  number  of  autos  and  trucks  to  repair  that 
we  have  and  having  the  same  number  of  mechanics, 
would  not  find  it  necessary  to  go  outside  and  to 
hire  that  type  of  work  done.  I  think,  therefore, 
on  that  particular  item  alone  that  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  could  make  a  considerable  reduction.  I 
also  feel  that  his  Honor  has  not  yet  adopted  this 
year  the  rigid  no-hiring  policy  that  he  has  promised 
us.  I  feel,  Mr.  President,  that  many  thousands 
of  dollars  could  lie  saved  if  he  did  "so,  in  that 
particular  item.  I  do  not  recommend  the  firing 
of  men  or  the  reducing  of  their  salaries,  but  I  do 
say  that  if  his  Honor  the  Mayor  rigidly  follows 
the  no-hiring  policy  he  can  save  money,  probably 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars.  As  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  last  year,  I 
was  told  that  we  could  not  cut  the  budget,  that 
theamounts  in  it  had  been  reduced  to  the  minimum 
and  yet,  lo  and  behold,  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations drew  up  a  report  that  recommended 
reductions  from  many  thousands  of  dollars  to  a 
few  thousand,  and  before  we  submitted  the  budget 
the  Mayor  called  the  Council  to  his  office  and  said 
he  wanted  us  to  cut  the  budget  to  the  tune  of 
$220, 000-odd.  I  trust  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
is  as  broadminded  and  will  show  the  same  willing- 
ness to  compromise  that  he  showed  last  year. 
I  then  thought,  and  I  think  now,  that  he  is  a  reason- 
able man,  that  he  is  willing  to  adopt  another  man's 
suggestions  if  they  are  fair  and  reasonable;  and  I 
think  if  this  Council  recommended  to  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  that  he  give  further  study  to  the  budget 
with  a  view  to  reducing  it,  and  pointed  out  to  him 
specific  items  that  would  substantiate  the  claim 
they  make,  he  could  reduce  the  budget  many 
thousands  of  dollars.  I  move,  therefore,  that  we 
submit  the  budget  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  with  a 
recommendation  that  he  give  further  study  to  it. 

President  CALVIN" — That  motion  has  already 
been  made  by  Councilor  Shattuck. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  would 
ask  if  it  would  be  in  order  for  us  to  consider  these 
items  separately  and  report  on  them  in  that  way? 

President  GALYIN — The  question  before  the 
house  is  recommittal  to  the  Mayor. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  just  asked  for  informa- 
tion, whether  that  could  be  done? 

President  GALYIN — It  can  be  done,  councilor. 
The  question  is  on  Councilor  Shattuck's  motion 
to  send  the  budget  back  to  the  Mayor  for  further 
consideration. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  now  that  I 
have  obtained  that  information  from  you,  I  sup- 
pose it  would  be  proper  for  me  to  tell  you  that 
I  believe  at  this  time  it  should  be  done.  Personally, 
I  am  going  to  vote  for  most  of  the  budget  as  it 
now  stands,  but  I  am  also  cognizant  of  the  fact 
that    when    the    councilor    from    the    Back    Bay 
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(Coun.  Shattuck)  mentioned  the  savings  that 
could  possibly  be  made  on  the  fuel  and  food 
items,  personally  I  agreed  with  him.  I  have 
sat  here  day  after  day  and  have  been  informed 
that  there  are  certain  reductions  in  fuel  costs, 
for  example,  as  compared  with  last  year,  and  yet 
we  are  confronted  in  the  budget  with  a  proposed 
increase  in  prices.  I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  a 
reduction  in  that  item  in  various  departments,  if 
it  can  be  proved  to  be  a  fact  that  the  costs  are 
less  than  those  of  last  year.  If  that  is  so,  I  shall 
vote  to  cut  it  40wn  in  the  budget  this  year  to 
what  it  was  last  year.  Of  course,  all  of  us,  whether 
from  South  Boston,  the  Back  Bay  or  any  other 
section  of  the  city,  would  like  to  lower  the  tax 
rate  if  it  can  be  done.  We  all  agree  to  that. 
Those  of  us  who  are  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  as  well  as  members  of  this  Council, 
have  had  the  serious  threat  of  the  real  estate 
tax  load  brought  directly  to  our  attention.  We 
realize,  as  much  as  the  different  trade  bodies 
and  chambers  the  importance,  if  it  can  be  properly 
done,  with  justice  to  all,  of  having  a  lower  tax 
rate.-  And  so,  if  it  can  be  shown  that  there  is  a 
reduction  in  prices  of  food  or  fuel  as  compared 
with  last  year,  I  believe  that  is  a  proper  matter 
to  consider  in  passing  the  budget.  Of  course, 
taxes  must  be  raised  to  meet  the  legitimate  re- 
quirements of  our  citizens,  and  I  believe  taxes 
should  be  assessed  according  to  the  ability  to 
pay,  In  my  district,  for  example,  as  in  other 
districts  of  Boston,  we  have  small  property  owners, 
who  perhaps  pay  on  a  $5,000  house.  But  they 
feel  a  high  tax  rate  the  same  as  those  owning  more 
valuable  property.  They  are  going  to  pay  plenty 
under  a  high  tax  rate,  representing  an  increase 
of  even  $1  or  $2.  We  have  had  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  (Coun.  Taylor)  tell  us  about  a 
client  of  his  who  was  placed  in  difficulty  by  even 
the  payment  of  a  $1  increase  in  the  amount  he 
had  customarily  been  paying  for  recording  in 
connection  with  a  small  piece  of  property.  Of 
course,  we  all  want  to  see  a  low  real  estate  tax  if  it 
is  feasible.  The  whole  story  is  this,  that  everyone 
of  us  in  this  chamber  and  in  the  Legislature, 
representing  the  City  of  Boston,  wants  a  lower 
-  real  estate  tax.  But  how  can  it  be  effected? 
How  is  a  lower  real  estate  tax  going  to  affect 
different  people  in  the  community  who  now  depend 
upon  certain  activities  of  the  city?  This  is  a 
problem  that  is  affecting  not  only  Massachusetts 
but  the  whole  country  and  the  whole  world  at 
the  present  time.  You  cannot  appreciably 
lower  the  real  estate  tax  by  cutting  out  a  few 
hundred  thousand  dollars  here.  That  is  going  to 
lower  the  tax  very  little.  I  go  along  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  (Coun.  Taylor).  He 
has  harped  on  the  fact  that  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  is  largely  responsible  for  the 
financial  condition  of  the  City  of  Boston.  I,  as  a 
member  of  the  Legislature,  agree  with  him.  But 
the  representatives  of  the  people  of  Boston  in  the 
Legislature  cannot  do  one  thing  about  it.  And 
why?  Because  of  the  fact  that  the  membership 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  comprises  240, 
and  there  are  only  forty  from  Boston.  Take  the 
Boston  Elevated  deficit, — we  cannot  help  that. 
We  cannot  help  a  lot  of  other  things.  Repre- 
sentatives of  Boston  on  Beacon  Hill,  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  the  Senate,  year  after 
year  have  filed  bills  to  do  away  with  the  present 
injustices  as  far  as  Boston  is  concerned,  but  we 
don't  get  anywhere  because  we  have  only  forty 
votes  in  the  House  and  a  few  votes  in  the  Senate. 
The  situation  is  the  same  with  compulsory  auto- 
mobile insurance  and  other  things,  as  they  affect 
our  city.  When  we  attempt  to  have  equitable 
compulsory  insurance  rates  we  are  outvoted  by  the 
other  representatives.  But  if  there  are  any  items 
in  this  budget  which  can  be  called  to  my  atten- 
tion where  the  amounts  should  be  as  low  or  lower 
than  they  were  last  year,  I  certainly  will  not 
vote  for  higher  amounts  in  this  budget  on  those 
items.  Food  items  have  been  referred  to,  and  I 
would  like  to  have  the  facts.  If  you  can  show  me 
that  the  increase  in  any  case  is  because  there  is 
to  be  more  butter  or  more  cream  or  more  eggs 
given  to  the  inmates  of  our  hospital  institutions, 
I  would  certainly  favor  a  more  abundant  diet 
where  the  necessities  of  the  case  seem  to  indicate 
that  it  should  be  given.  But  if  the  amount  of 
food  and  fuel  is  to  be  the  same,  I  should  certainly 
not  vote  for  an  increase  in  such  items  in  this  budget. 
Therefore,  I  would  like  to  vote  on  those  items 
separately. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  am  in  hearty 
agreement    with    the    councilor    from    Ward     12 


(Coun.  Taylor).  I  intend  to  vote  for  every  item 
here  without  a  cut.  I  recall  reading  a  speech  of 
former  Councilor  Joe  McGrath  in  which  he  said 
that  Mayor  Mansfield  in  his  campaign  said  that 
65  cents  out  of  every  dollar  spent  by  the  city  was 
wasted.  But  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  look  back  a 
few  years  and  compare  Mansfield's  administration 
with  that  of  former  Mayors  Nichols  and  Curley. 
Not  one  word  has  been  said  about  what  took  place 
last  year  and  the  year  before.  Loeffler  says  that 
the  budget  must  be  cut,  and  we  know  what  has 
happened  in  attempts  to  cut  the  budget.  We 
know  that  the  Relief  Station  over  in  East  Boston 
was  closed,  affecting  70,000  people  over  there  and 
that  an  engine  house  in  my  section  was  closed. 
We  know  also  that  in  attempting  to  carry  out  the 
no-hiring  policy  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of 
detriment  to  the  proper  activities  of  the  city.  I 
see  sitting  here  in  the  gallery  today,  in  the  second 
row  of  the  second  section,  Mr.  Loeffler,  who,  with 
his  very  comfortable  $6,500  a  year — and  he  is  not 
even  a  citizen  of  Boston — is  very  much  concerned 
about  what  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  may  have  to 
pay.  He  is  not  interested  in  the  high  taxes 
that  are  being  assessed  in  his  own  city  of  Cambridge. 
He  has  been  going  on  here  for  years,  and  I  wager 
that  there  are  sitting  right  close  to  him  now  men 
who  are  unemployed,  who  are  loafing  because  of 
no  fault  of  their  own,  and  looking  for  jobs,  while 
he  is  getting  his  $6,500  a  year  and  comes  here 
wanting  to  cut  the  Boston  tax  rate.  I  say,  when 
we  have  these  thousands  loafing  not  only  in  Boston 
but  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  it  might  be  well 
to  have  the  taxes  go  up  a  little  bit,  instead  of 
trying  to  reduce  them.  In  1936  I  aspired  to 
office  for  the  first  time,  and  since  then  I  have 
been  serving  as  a  representative  of  the  people  of 
East  Boston.  During  that  time  I  have  not  had 
one  person  in  East  Boston  say  to  me  that  the  tax 
rate  is  too  high.  But  they  have  said  to  me — 
and  I  have  in  mind  one  gentleman  in  particular, 
in  the  same  section  where  I  live,  who  said  to  me 
recently,  "I  am  willing  to  pay  taxes,  I  don't 
care  how  big  they  are,  if  they  will  help  to  prevent 
my  three  children  from  loafing."  We  are  con- 
tinually having  the  unemployed  situation  brought 
to  our  attention.  If  it  were  not  for  the  W.  P.  A. 
there  would  be  about  18,000,000,  instead  of 
10,000,000,  unemployed  throughout  the  United 
States  today.  Not  one  word  has  been  mentioned 
here  about  the  investigation  that  Coffey  asked  for 
in  regard  to  snow  removal.  According  to  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner,  when  he  asked  for 
$1,100,000  instead  of  $1,158,000  for  snow  removal, 
he  explained  the  difference  because  of  the  fact 
-that  many  people  who  did  not  work  but  who  put 
in  names  on  the  pay  roll,  did  not  dare  to  present 
themselves  for  payment  of  what  they  claimed. 
That  was  because  of  the  threat  of  investigation  of 
the  matter  by  Coffey.  There  was  a  saving  there 
of  $58,000,  due  to  Coffey  alone.  I  might  refer 
to  just  one  thing,  as  showing  what  is  happening 
today  in  connection  with  these  efforts,  as  we  are 
told,  to  cut  expenses.  Take  the  case  of  Repre- 
sentative Roland  D.  Sawyer.  He  has  been  in 
the  Legislature  for  twenty-eight  years,  one  of  the 
highly  respected  members  of  the  Body,  and  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  has  re- 
signed after  that  long  term  of  service,  because  he 
cannot  afford  to  go  on,  as  a  poor  man,  with  the 
reduced  pay  he  will  now  get  as  a  Representative 
because  of  the  biennial  sessions  of  the  Legislature. 
He  paid  his  respects  to  Norman  McDonald, 
representing  one  of  the  tax  leagues  of  the  state, 
with  a  salary  of  $12,000  a  year,  stating  that  he 
was  resigning  after  all  these  years  of  service 
because,  as  an  honest  man — and  nobody  doubts 
his  honesty — he  cannot  live  on  the  amount  he 
would  now  receive.  I  say  that  he  is  one  of  the 
best  and  most  highly  respected  legislators  that 
Massachusetts  has  had  probably  in  the  last  one 
hundred  years.  I  also  have  here  a  letter  from  a 
gentleman  in  Roslindale  giving  figures  in  regard 
to  the  Fire  Department.  I  am  going  to  touch 
on  this  matter  more  lightly  than  I  otherwise 
would,  because  of  the  fact  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  (Coun.  Taylor)  has  done  a  pretty 
good  job,  as  has  also  the  gentleman  who  is  running 
for  Registrar  of  Deeds.  This  Roslindale  gentle- 
man sets  forth  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  Fire 
Department,  to  which  I  will  briefly  refer.  He 
say's  that  in  the  year  1938  there  were  51  vacancies, 
in  the  year  1939,  61  vacancies,  and  in  1940  up  to 
the  present  time  20  vacancies,  due  to  retirements, 
deaths  and  resignations:  that  in  February  of  1939 
Fire  Commissioner  Reilly  made  ten  appoint- 
ments  to   the  personnel   of   his   department  after 
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promising  fifty,  at  the  same  time  promoting  17 
privates  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  thereby  making 
seven  additional  vacancies  in  the  rank  of  private. 
In  November,  1939,  he  promised  to  make  100 
appointments  to  the  department,  and  abolish 
the  long  day  by  reducing  the  working  hours  from 
84  to  72.  He  adds  that  when  former  Mayor 
Mansfield  left  office,  there  still  existed  40  vacancies 
in  the  department,  despite  the  fact  that  he  made 
114  appointments  in  the  year  1937  through  his 
commissioner.  He  wants  to  know  if  this  is  the 
kind  of  fire  protection  that  the  taxpayers  are 
content  to  receive,  and  states  that  the  fire  ap- 
paratus responds  to  alarms  undermanned,  and 
so  on.  I  am  not  afraid  to  say  that  the  Mayor  has 
listened  too  much  to  these  tax  groups.  They  are 
here  for  only  one  purpose,  to  make  a  reduction 
in  taxes,  and  the  representatives  of  those  groups 
are  simply  looking  to  retain  their  jobs.  As  I 
have  already  stated,  Loefiier  receives  $6,500  a 
year,  which  will  furnish  a  pretty  good  diet  to 
live  on,  and  I  think  he  is  able  to  get  along  very 
comfortably. 

Coun.  WARD — Mr.  President,  I  did  not  intend 
to  talk  on  the  budget,  but  we  listened  at  some 
length  to  department  heads,  stating  their  trials 
and  tribulations,  and  finally  what  is  almost  a 
skeleton  budget  has  been  submitted  by  the  Mayor. 
I  talked  with  the  gentleman  from  the  Back  Bay 
(Coun.  Shattuck)  during  a  committee  hearing, 
and  asked  him  if  he  thought  the  city  departments 
could  get  along  with  any  less  money  than  was 
proposed  under  the  budget,  and  the  gentleman 
from  the  Back  Bay  agreed  that  he  did  not  think 
the  city  departments  could  function  properly 
with  less  money.  There  is  no  question  of  that 
fact  in  my  mind,  with  100,000  unemployed  walk- 
ing the  streets  of  Boston.  I  feel  that  the  facts 
in  the  situation  have  been  well  brought  to  our 
attention  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  (Coun. 
Taylor).  Each  of  us  knows  the  demands  made 
upon  us  in  our  different  districts,  as  well  as  through- 
out the  entire  city,  in  these  times.  I  attended 
recently  a  meeting  of  a  Catholic  Club  with  Coun- 
cilor Langan,  the  councilor  from  Jamaica  Plain. 
There  we  discussed  at  length  municipal  govern- 
ment and  improvements  that  each  district  needed. 
One  gentleman  got  up  and  said,  "I  believe  we 
should  have  in  this  section  a  playground  on  this 
side,  and  one  on  that  side,  and  a  public  library 
in  the  center."  Everybody  agreed  with  him.  I 
asked  this  question,  "If  you  had  a  public  library 
and  two  playgrounds  in  the  district,  and  every 
section  of  Boston  is  similarly  treated  in  the  matter 
of  libraries  and  playgrounds,  would  you  then 
sign  a  petition  to  increase  the  tax  levy  to  $00  on  a 
thousand?"  He  said  that  he  would  not.  So 
there  you  are.  He  and  others  want  to  have  all 
the  money  possible  spent  in  their  districts,  but 
they  don't  want  to  pay  the  bills.  We  have  here 
what  is  really,  I  believe,  a  skeleton  budget.  The 
councilor  from  the  Back  Bay,  as  I  have  said, 
agreed  with  me  in  executive  that  the  depart- 
ments could  not  run  on  less  money,  which  led  me 
to  believe  that  the  budget  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee would  be  acceptable  to  the  gentleman  from 
the  Back  Bay.  He  said  that,  and  I  agreed  with 
him.  I  think  the  committee  has  worked  hard. 
I  believe  it  gave  every  ounce  of  consideration  to 
the  complaints  of  the  taxpaying  group,  and  I 
believe  that  this  budget,  without  further  comment, 
should  be  accepted  as  is. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  there  has  been 
a  great  deal  said  about  minor  cuts  that  might  be 
made  in  this  budget,  for  instance,  that  there  might 
be  a  saving,  we  will  say,  of  $50,000  on  equipment 
and  on  fuel.  But  I  believe  that  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  will  see  to  it  that  if  anything  can  be  saved 
on  these  items  it  will  be  saved.  There  has  been 
one  point  brought  out,  to  the  effect  that  the  total 
valuation  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  1939 
was  $1,524,806,000,  and  that  in  1940  it  is 
$1,500,000,000.  In  other  words,  there  has  been 
a  drop  of  $24,000,000  in  assessed  valuations  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  True,  that  might  be  because 
of  abatements  that  have  been  allowed.  But, 
if  so,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  sizable 
cuts  were  undoubtedly  made  in  the  downtown 
districts,  districts  controlled  and  operated  by 
these  so-called  taxpayers'  organizations,  represent- 
ing people  who  do  not  live  in  the  city  and  do 
not  care  about  the  upkeep  of  the  districts  which 
have  the  lower  valuations.  They  want  to  have 
the  valuations  on  their  property  lowered,  and 
don't  care  whether  or  not  the  outlying  districts 
exist  or  have  proper  care  given  to  them.  Those 
people  would  like  to  see  a  large  decrease  in  the 


tax  rate,  a  decrease  which  would  not  allow  of  the 
proper  functioning  of  our  city  departments. 
But  the  money  for  the  functioning  of  those  de- 
partments must  be  provided  in  some  way,  if  our 
city  is  to  be  properly  run.  I  certainly  feel  that 
the  Mayor  has  done  a  good  job  on  this  budget, 
and  I  am  therefore  prepared  to  vote  for  the  budget 
as  presented. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  the  gentle- 
man from  Brighton  (Coun.  Ward)  referred  to  a 
conversation  that  he  had  with  me.  I  think  he 
misunderstood  what  I  said.  I  may  have  said 
that  cuts  could  not  be  made  to  a  large  extent, 
but  I  don't  think  I  said  to  him,  and  I  certainly 
did  not  mean,  that  there  could  be  no  cuts.  The 
cuts,  I  have  suggested,  outside  of  the  pay  cuts, 
amount  to  about  one  per  cent  of  the  total  budget, 
and  in  many  departments,  such  as  Welfare,  I 
have  not  suggested  any  cuts  at  all.  I  made 
no  such  suggestion,  and  I  do  not  approve  of  any 
cuts  in  that  appropriation.  As  far  as  food  and 
fuel  are  concerned,  the  Mayor  in  his  message 
transmitting  the  budget,  under  the  head  of  "Sup- 
plies, "  said: 

"Because  of  increased  prices  of  fuel,  medical 
and  surgical  supplies,  and  for  food  necessary  for 
the  feeding  of  some  6,500  patients,  inmates  and 
employees  in  our  hospital,  Sanatorium  and  in- 
stitutions, provision  has  been  made  for  a  margin 
of  safety  beyond  last  year's  appropriation  in 
the  supply  item  of  this  year's  budget." 

In  other  words,  it  was  stated  that  the  increase 
in  the  item  for  food  and  fuel  was  because  of  in- 
creased prices  this  year.  I  have  disputed  the 
increase  in  those  prices.  The  budget  calls  for 
about  15J  per  cent  increase  for  these  items.  I 
find  from  the  indices  of  such  prices  brought  out 
every  month  that  retail  prices,  on  the  whole, 
have  gone  down.  I  find  from  talking  with  a  gentle- 
man whose  business  it  is  to  buy  for  public  in- 
stitutions that  the  cost  of  beef  is  just  about  the 
same  as  last  year,  a  little  less  if  anything,  and  that 
dairy  products  cost  not  over  ten  per  cent  or  five 
per  cent  more  than  they  did.  So  the  present- 
day  figures  show  that  there  is  no  warrant  for  a 
fifteen  per  cent  increase  in  those  categories.  The 
increase  at  Long  Island  is  9.8  per  cent,  whereas  in 
the  hospital  and  Sanatorium  the  figures  remain 
fairly  constant.  At  Long  Island  the  increase  in 
fuel  is  about  6  per  cent,  and  in  the  hospital  and 
Sanatorium  27  and  29  per  cent.  It  is  true  that  at 
Long  Island  the  fuel  is  mainly  coal,  and  in  the 
hospitals  it  is  fuel  oil,  and  it  is  also  true  that  fuel 
oil  has  gone  up  some  more  than  coal,  which  would 
justify  some  of  the  spread,  but  the  spread  between 
6  and  27  or  29  per  cent  is  some  spread.  I  have  not 
suggested  that  the  amount  of  food  be  decreased 
one  iota.  I  have  shown,  I  think,  that  the  excuse 
of  increased  prices  is  not  a  valid  excuse.  We  can 
say  all  we  like  about  the  owners  of  real  estate,  but, 
even  if  their  name  is  mud,  even  if  you  do  call 
them  all  sorts  of  names,  the  taxes  we  collect  in 
that  way  are  practically  all  there  is,  and  furnishes 
us  with  practically  all  the  income  we  have.  If 
we  allow  the  property  to  be  further  devalued,  the 
source  of  our  income  is  injured  and  destroyed. 
So  the  city  has  an  interest  in  the  matter.  A 
reduction  of  $1.50  in  the  tax  rate  would  not  be 
very  tremendous,  but  the  effect  of  such  action 
would  he  much  greater  than  the  amount,  because 
we  have  the  taxes  going  up,  up  and  up,  until 
there  seems  to  be  no  limit,  and  the  property 
owners  are  discouraged.  They  have  got  to  the 
point  where  they  will  not  put  up  new  buildings  or 
repair  old  buildings,  and  I  don't  know  where  the 
end  is.  The  city  is  first  mortgagee  of  the  property, 
and  there  is  no  limit.  So  I  suggest  putting  a 
check  on  increased  taxes,  so  as  to  give  people  a 
little  encouragement.  Let  them  see  that  the 
taxes  levied  for  1939  and  1940  are  the  limit,  and 
that  there  will  be  no  further  increase,  so  that  the 
property  owners  can  have  some  courage  to  build 
new  buildings  and  improve  the  old  ones.  The 
blight  that  has  struck  real  estate  will  then  be 
removed  or  mitigated. 

Coun.  WARD — Mr.  President,  let  me  simply 
say  that,  if  I  misunderstood  Councilor  Shattuck 
in  executive  session  in  regard  to  the  budget.  I 
apologize,  but  in  answer  to  what  has  been  said  in 
regard  to  being  unfair  to  people  who  own  real 
estate,  during  the  boom  real  estate  was  com- 
mercialized, and  many  of  the  evils  that  have  been 
connected  with  it  were  brought  about  by  non- 
resident property  owners,  men  living  outside  the 
city  limits,  who  now  wish  the  city  to  protect  their 
investments,  and  who  now  ask  that  the  appro- 
priations   for    the    Police    Department,    the    Fire 
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Department  and  other  departments  concerned 
with  safety  in  Boston  be  cut  down,  so  as  to  reduce 
their  burden  on  the  property  that  they  are  now 
carrying.     That,  I  repeat,  is  not  quite  fair. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  after  listening 
here  to  the  pros  and  cons  for  over  an  hour,  I  feel 
that  I  should  express  my  own  sentiments  upon 
this  budget,  as  a  member  of  the  committee  that 
considered  the  budget.  We  worked  upon  it  for 
some  time,  and  arrived  at  what  we  thought  was 
the  best  conclusion.  I  am  in  full  accord  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  (Coun.  Taylor).  I  feel 
that  he  has  done  a  good  job.  In  expressing  his 
sentiments,  he  has  expressed  my  own.  But  when, 
at  a  hearing  of  the  committee  recently  held,  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  1  (Coun.  Coffey)  said  that 
we  were  a  parcel  of  chumps  because  we  listened  to. 
a  gentleman  who  came  before  the"  committee,  I 
was  present  and  listened  to  what  that  man  had  to 
say,  and  I  don't  think  because  I  did  so  I  should  be 
called  a  chump,  because  I  am  willing  to  listen  to 
any  individual  who  expresses  his  opinion,  after 
which  I  will  form  my  own.  I  have  formed  my  own 
opinion  in  this  matter,  and  I  don't  feel  that  any 
reduction  of  this  budget  should  be  made,  especially 
in  connection  with  the  hospital  or  Sanatorium. 
I  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  go  into  the  Sana- 
torium in  Mattapan,  and  view  the  patients  there. 
If  the  reduction  suggested  on  that  appropriation 
means  that  the  patients  will  have  to  have  skimmed 
milk,  as  one  of  the  doctors  told  me,  I  am  certainly 
not  in  accord  with  any  such  reduction.  When 
things  get  to  a  point  that  there  is  a  threat  to  the 
lives  or  health  of  those  who  are  in  our  charge  in 
the  hospitals  or  other  such  institutions,  I  say,  let 
the  budget  go  as  it  is.  My  feeling  is  the  same  in 
regard  to  the  Welfare  Department.  I  know  that 
in  my  district  I  am  confronted  every  day  and  night 
by  people  who  are  seeking  aid.  I  have  to  call 
on  the  Welfare  Department  to  render  such  aid  as 
■  can  be  given  to  those  who  are  sick  and  out  of 
work.  1  feel  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  done 
a  good  job  and  that  the  budget  has  been  reduced 
to  the  minimum,  and  that  it  should  pass  as  pre- 
sented . 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  in  regard 
to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  3 
in  regard  to  the  hearing  that  was  held  in  the 
secret  room,  where  Loeffler  was  invited  to  speak, 
I  don't  think  that  what  I  have  said  in  regard  to 
that  meeting  was  unfair.  After  I  found  out  where 
the  rjoom  was  and  that  this  meeting  was  going 
on,  I  walked  in  and  spoke  as  has  been  stated  to 
the  gentlemen  present  at  this  secret  meeting  of 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations.  I  asked  if 
the  meeting  was  held  for  the  benefit  of  Loeffler 
and  was  told  that  it  was  not.  But  Loeffler  had 
been  invited  there  and  was  proposing  cuts  here, 
there  and  everywhere  in  the  budget.  So  I  said 
that  the  committee  were  a  bunch  of  chumps, 
and  I  repeat  that  any  member  was  a  chump  for 
sitting  and  listening  to  a  gentleman  coming  in 
here  from  the  City  of  Cambridge,  where  the  tax 
rate  on  property  has  gone  up  GO  or  70  cents,  and 
telling  councilors  of  this  Body  what  they  should 
do  in  the  way  of  cutting  the  budget  of  the  City 
of  Boston.  So  I  did  say  that  those  who  would 
sit  there  and  listen  to  that  gentleman,  telling 
how  to  reduce  the  taxes  of  the  people  of  Boston, 
were  chumps.  Of  course,  he  will  probably  con- 
tinue in  his  $6,500  job,  doing  his  best  to  reduce 
the  budget  of  the  City  of  Boston,  while  the  people 
of  Boston  are  walking  the  streets  looking  for  a  job. 

Coun.  LYONS — Mr.  President,  I  happened 
to  be  one  of  the  members  of  the  committee  on 
that  day,  and  nobody  here  can  call  me  a  chump. 
This  happened  to  be  a  meeting  of  the  Appropria- 
tions Committee,  a  meeting  for  the  committee 
itself,  although  those  who  wanted  to  come  in  .were 
welcome  to  do  so.  We  had  a  short  meeting  before 
Mr.  Loeffler  was  invited  in,  and  we  heard  what 
he  had  to  say.  I  hold  no  brief  for  Mr.  Loeffler, 
and  I  am  not  influenced  in  the  position  I  may 
take  upon  this  or  any  other  matter  by  what  Mr. 
Loeffler  may  say.  Of  course,  he  was  granted  the 
courtesy  of  a  hearing,  although  what  he  said 
did  not  influence  me  one  way  or  the  other.  I 
am  always  willing  to  receive  information,  however, 
from  any  source.  If  the  devil  himself  can  teach 
me  anything,  I  will  listen.  Mr.  Loeffler  is  a 
pretty  smart,  capable  man,  and  I  am  glad  to 
listen  to  him  at  any  time.  But  he  cannot  sway 
me  one  way  or  the  other.  When  I  come  to  vote, 
I  shall  vote  as  my  conscience  dictates. 

Coun.  WARD — Mr.  President,  to  square  up 
one  thing,  so  far  as  the  invitation  to  Mr.  Loeffler 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  (Coun.  Shut  tuck) 


is  concerned,  I  think,  when  it  was  suggested  that 
we  invite  Mr.  Loeffler  into  executive  session,  a 
poll  of  the  committee  was  taken.  So  Mr.  Loeffler 
did  not  appear  against  the  wish  of  the  committee. 
I  was  entirely  willing  to  hear  what  Mr.  Loeffler 
had  to  say  with  regard  to  the  budget,  and  I  don't 
think  I  have  been  called  a  chump  for  the  last 
fifteen  years. 

Coun.  Shattuck's  motion  to  send  the  budget 
back  to  the  Mayor  for  consideration  and  possible 
revision  was  rejected,  yeas  2,  nays  19: 

Yeas — Coun.  Chase,  Shattuck — 2. 

Nays — Coun.  Carey,  Coffey,  Englert,  Fish,  Gal- 
vin,  Goode,  Hurley,  Hutchinson,  Kelly,  Langan , 
Linehan,  Lyons,  Russo,  Scannell,  D.  F.  Sullivan, 
M.   H.   Sullivan,  Taylor,   Ward,   Wickes— 19. 

The  budget  as  reported  by  the  committee  was 
passed,  yeas  19,  nays  2: 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Coffey,  Englert,  Fish, 
Galvin,  Goode,  Hurley,  Hutchinson,  Kelly,  Lan- 
gan, Linehan,  Lyons,  Russo,  Scannell,  D.  F. 
Sullivan,  M.  H.  Sullivan,  Taylor,  Ward,  Wickes 
—19. 

Nays — Coun.  Chase,  Shattuck — 2. 


COLLECTION   OF   TAXES   FOR 
1929   AND    1930. 

Coun.  TAYLOR  and  LYONS  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Collector  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  instruct  his 
constables  to  refrain  from  any  proceedings  in  the 
collection  of  the  excise  and  personal  property  taxes 
for  the  years  1929  and  1930. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  I  have  been 
contacted  by  many  people  who  have  complained 
that  they  have  been  receiving  threats  from  the 
City  of  Boston  of  proceedings  against  them  in 
connection  wth  their  excise  and  personal  property 
taxes  for  the  years  1929  and  1930.  I  don't  know 
what  has  been  going  on  in  the  Collecting  Depart- 
ment for  the  past  ten  years,  but  I,  for  one,  cer- 
tainly am  not  in  favor  of  penalizing  people  for  the 
sins  of  the  department  during  that  time.  Many 
people  are  now  being  asked  to  pay  excise  and 
personal  property  taxes  for  1929  and  1930,  taxes 
of  ten  and  eleven  years  ago,  on  something  that 
they  claim  they  do  not  own.  We  all  know  about 
the  six  years'  statute  of  limitations  in  this  state  in 
the  case  of  ordinary  debt.  In  other  words,  a  man 
in  business  or  in  connection  with  his  home  expenses 
receives  a  bill,  and  if  that  bill  is  for  something 
that  happened  over  six  years  before,  and  which  it 
is  claimed  has  not  been  paid,  he  has  the  right  to 
set  up  the  statute  of  limitations  as  a  bar.  I  don't 
know  exactly  what  the  law  in  Massachusetts  is  in 
regard  to  the  payment  gi  taxes,  in  that,  respect, 
whether  there  is  such  a  statute  of  limitations.  I 
have  looked  up  the  law  and  cannot  find  a  decision 
in  such  a  case  as  to  whether  that  is  a  good  defence. 
In  some  states  of  the  Union  it  is  held  to  be  a  good 
defence,  and  I  feel  that  there  is  good  ground  for 
claiming  that  it  should  be  so  held  here,  because 
after  all  the  City  of  Boston  is  nothing  more  than 
a  corporation,  and  if  the  city  submits  a  bill  for 
anything  it  is  up  to  the  city  to  see  that  the  money 
is  collected  within  the  six  years,  or  to  bring  the 
necessary  legal  action  to  collect  it.  I  need  not  go 
into  the  history  of  some  constables,  but  I  think  we 
have  all  heard  of  constables  who  have  taken 
money  from  taxpayers  and  have  not  paid  it  to  the 
City  of  Boston.  I  know  there  are  cases  where 
constables  have  been  fired  for  that  sort  of  thing. 
As  a  result,  there  are  no  doubt  thousands  of  people 
in  the  City  of  Bosotn  who  have  paid  taxes  which 
have  never  been  turned  into  the  city,  We  know 
also  that  the  ordinary  business  man  does  not  keep 
receipts  after  six  years,  and  you  cannot  expect  a 
taxpayer  to  keep  his  receipts  longer  than  six  years. 
So  I  say  it  is  unfair  for  the  City  Collector  to  present 
a  bill  to  a  man  ten  or  eleven  years  afterwards  and 
demand  its  collection,  when  in  most  cases  it  has 
probably  been  paid.  Being  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Constables,  I  will  simply  add  that 
if  constables  persist  in  harassing  individuals  in 
such  cases  after  ten  or  eleven  years,  for  the  pay- 
. merit  of  bills  which  the  taxpayers  claim  have  been 
paid  but  of  which  they  are  unable  to  find  the 
receipts,  I,  as  a  member  of  the  Constable  Com- 
mittee, will  recommend  that  the  services  of  such 
constables  be  not  continued;  because  when  it  is 
claimed  us  far  back  as  1929  thai  :i  tax  bill  has  not 
been  paid,  there  is  certainly  at  least    very  reason- 
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able  doubt  that  that  is  the  case,  and  a  fair  assump- 
tion that  it  was  paid,  even  though  the  receipt 
cannot  be  found  after  this  late  date.  I  believe 
that  most  of  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
will  agree  with  me. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ABOLITION  OF  PHARMACISTS'  LIST,  CITY 
HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  civil  service  list  of  pharmacists 
expired  on  November  8,  1939;  and 

Whereas,  The  Director  of  Civil  Service  extended 
said  list  on  February  24,  1940,  and  submitted  three 
names  to  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
from  which  one  was  to  be  selected  for  appoint- 
ment; and 

Whereas,  Each  of  the  three  persons  certified 
notified  the  Director  of  Civil  Service  in  writing 
that  he  was  willing  to  accept  this  work;  and 

Whereas,  Doctor  Manary,  Superintendent  of 
the  City  Hospital,  interviewed  the  three  persons 
whose  names  were  certified  on  March  4,  1940;  and 

Whereas,  on  March  5,  1940,  the  Director  of 
Civil  Service  declared  the  pharmacists'  list  abol- 
ished forthwith;  therefore  be  it 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital 
be  requested  to  inform  the  City  Council,  if  possible, 
the  reason  ascribed  by  the  Director  of  Civil  Service 
for  abolishing  said  list. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  the  reason  why 
I  have  introduced  this  resolution  is  because  of  the 
action  taken  by  the  Director  of  Civil  Service, 
Mr.  Lupien,  in  the  State  House.  I  realize  that 
the  civil  service  list  for  pharmacists  was  established 
November  8,  1937,  and  I  also  realize  that  it  expired 
two  years  later  on  November  8,  1939,  but  I  also 
realize  that  the  Director  of  Civil  Service  extended 
said  list  on  February  24,  1940,  and  submitted  three 
names  to  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
from  which  one  was  to  be  selected  for  appointment. 
In  turn,  these  three  persons  notified  the  Director 
of  Civil  Service  in  writing  that  they  were  willing 
to  accept  this  work  and  they  were  also  inter- 
viewed by  Doctor  Manary  on  March  4,  but  the 
next  day,  March  5,  Mr.  Lupien  for  some  unknown 
reason,  or  a  reason  which  is  known  only  to  him- 
self, suddenly  abolished  the  pharmacists'  list. 
Assuming  that  the  Director  of  Civil  Service,  Mr. 
Lupien,  claims  to  live  up  to  the  law,  I  wonder  if  he 
can  explain  his  action  in  submitting  to  the  trustees 
those  three  names,  from  which  one  was  to  be 
selected  for  appointment,  and  his  action,  after 
each  one  of  the  three  persons  certified  notified  the 
director  in  writing  that  he  was  willing  to  accept 
the  work,  and  after  Doctor  Manary  had  inter- 
viewed the  three  persons,  in  then  declaring  the 
pharmacists'  list  forthwith  abolished.  There- 
fore, I  have  introduced  these  resolutions  and  this 
order,  requesting  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital 
to  inform  the  City  Council,  if  possible,  the  reason 
ascribed  by  the  Director  of  Civil  Service  for  abol- 
ishing the  list  on  March  5,  after  the  three  names 
were  submitted  by  him  to  the  trustees  of  the 
hospital  and  after  their  statement  of  willingness 
to  accept  the  work  on  March  4.  I  believe  the 
City  Council  should  have  this  information. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  I  am  heartily 
in  accord  with  the  resolution  presented  by  Coun- 
cilor Kelly.  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  meeting 
two  of  the  three  gentlemen  seeking  the  position, 
and  I  am  convinced  that  they  are  capable,  thor- 
oughly qualified  men.  They  were  interviewed  by 
Doctor  Manary,  the  Superintendent  of  the  City 
Hospital,  and  everything  was  satisfactory,  and 
then  suddenly,  as  Councilor  Kelly  has  said,  for 
some  unknown  reason,  the  list  was  abolished,  and 
a  new  examination  called  for.  I  think,  therefore, 
that  not  alone  Mr.  Lupien  but  Doctor  Manary 
should  be  brought  before  the  Hospital  Committee 
and  asked  a  few  questions  regarding  this  matter. 

The  resolutions  and  order  were  passed  under 
suspension  of  the  rule. 


DONATION     TO     CITY     FROM     SUFFOLK 
DOWNS  RACING. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  presenting  a  plan  to 


the    State   Racing    Commission   and   the   Eastern 
Racing   Association   whereby   the   net   receipts   of 
three  days'  racing  at  Suffolk  Downs  will  be  donated 
to  the  City  of  Boston  Public  Welfare  Fund. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONSTRUCTION    OF    WARD    7    STREETS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  reconstruct  the  following  streets  in  Ward  7,  and 
install  sidewalks  thereon,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

Ellery  street,  from  Southampton  to  Boston 
streets,  roadway  and  sidewalks. 

West  Sixth  street,  from  F  to  Dorchester  streets, 
roadway  and  sidewalks. 

East  Fourth  street,  from  Dorchester  to  K  streets, 
on  sidewalks,  and  from  I  to  K  streets  on  roadway. 

N  street,  from  East  Seventh  street  to  Columbia 
road,  roadway  and  sidewalks. 

East  Seventh  street,  from  N  street  to  Columbia 
road,  roadway  and  sidewalks. 

Old  Harbor  street,  from  Dorchester  to  Tele- 
graph streets,  roadway  and  sidewalks. 

Rogers  street,  from  Preble  street  to  Devine  Way, 
roadway  and  sidewalks. 

West  Seventh  street,  from  F  to  Dorchester 
streets,  roadway  and  sidewalks. 

O  street,  from  East  Seventh  street  to  Columbia 
road,  black  bituminous  sidewalks. 

Howell  street,  sidewalks. 

Bellflower  street,  roadway  and  sidewalks. 

Dorset  street,  roadway  and  sidewalks. 

Roseclair  street,  roadway  and  sidewalks. 

Washburn  street,  concrete  sidewalks. 

Dawes  street,  roadway  and  sidewalks. 

Thomas  park,  concrete  sidewalks  and  roadway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BRIDGE    CURBING,    COLUMBIA    CIRCLE 
WARD  7. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Park    Commission    be    re- 
quested,  through   his  Honor  the  Mayor,   to  raise 
the  curbing  on  the  bridge  over  the  railroad  tracks 
at  Columbia  Circle,   Ward  7. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LEVELING    LAND,    WARD    9. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  re 
quested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  eliminate  the  danger  of  injury 
to  small  children  by  leveling  off'  the  lot  of  land 
owned  by  the  School  Department  at  the  corner 
of  Roxbury  and  King  streets.  Ward  9.  the  work 
to  be  done  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LIST    OF   TAX-EXEMPT   PROPERTIES. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  furnish 
the  City  Council  with  a  list  of  tax-exempt 
properties  in  Boston,  excluding  all  churches,  and 
containing 

1.  The  location  of  the  property. 

2.  The    name   and    address    of    the    owner    or 
owners. 

3.  The  assessed  valuation  of  the  property. 

4.  Whether    or    not    it    is    revenue-producing 
property. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   WARD    10   STREETS. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  the  following  streets 
in  Ward  10  as  public  highways,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
plan  of  construction: 

Alleghany  street,  between  Parker  street  and 
number  180,  Parker  Hill  terrace,  Johnson  avenue, 
Buckley  avenue,  Estrella  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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REPAVING   OF   ELLINGWOOD   STREET. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,     through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,   to   repave   with  smooth   pavement,   as   a 
W.  P.  A.  project,  Ellingwood  street,  Ward  10. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CLEARING  OF  DEBRIS  FROM  VACANT 
LOTS. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  devise  some  plan  immediately,  if  possible, 
whereby  all  vacant  lots  in  the  city,  both  publicly 
and  privately  owned,  may  be  cleared  of  all  objec 
tionable  debris. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  this  is  the  time 
of  the  year  when  naturally  there  is  a  clean-up  of 
all  publicly  and  privately  owned  properties,  which 
would  otherwise  be  eyesores.  I  realize,  of  course, 
that  the  city  can  do  nothing  about  the  removal  of 
debris  from  privately-owned  property,  except  with 
the  cooperation  of  the  owners;  but  I  do  think 
it  would  be  well  for  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  through  the  Mayor,  to  formulate  a  program, 
if  possible,  for  the  clearing  up,  not  only  of  publicly- 
owned  lots,  but,  in  cooperation  with  the  owners, 
of  privately-owned  vacant  lots.  Therefore,  I 
have  introduced  this  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  (referred  to  March  18)  of 
Lynn  Institution  for  Savings  for  driveway  opening 
at  060  Beacon  street. 

Report  accepted;  said  permit  granted  under 
usual  conditions. 


Coun.  WARD  in  the  chair. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

Chairman  WARD  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  March  18,  1940,  of  Walter  J.  H.  Keddy, 
Marjorie  E.  Briggs,  Isabel  D.  Cunio,  Elizabeth  F. 
O'Donnell,  Anna  V.  Tobin,  Harold  M.  Fusoni, 
Nelson  W.  Hart,  William  N.  Hart,  Michael  M. 
Keleher,  Joseph  W.  Sheehan,  John  D.  Strong, 
Thomas  Thornton,  Francis  J.  Tobin,  Arthur  M. 
Williamson,  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal;  and  Walter 
J.  H.  Keddy  and  Alan  W.  Smith,  to  be  Weighers  of 
Goods. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation,  and  the 
appointments  were  confirmed  by  a  rising  vote, 
18  members  voting  in  the  affirmative. 


ROPING   OFF   STREETS   APRIL    19. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN,  for  Coun.  Ward 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  directed  to 
rope  off  all  the  streets  at  designated  locations  along 
the  route  of  the  Annual  American  Marathon  Run 
to  be  conducted  on  April  19,  same  to  be  charged'  to 
the  City  Council  fund  for  Ropes,  Flags  and  Stakes. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REIMBURSEMENT  OF  COST  OF  ELEVATED 
INVESTIGATION. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  appoint  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  Governor 
of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
for  the  City  of  Boston  reimbursement  for  the  cost 
of  the  Investigation  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
by  the  Boston  Finance  Commission,  this  request  to 
be  made  as  the  result  of  the  recent  acknowledg- 
ment by  the  State  Public  Utilities  Board  that  it 
had  failed  to  make  adequate  study  of  the  situation 


notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  people  of  the 
City  of  Boston  had  depended  upon  the  Public 
Utilities  Commission  to  make  such  investigation 
and  to  keep  them  apprised  of  the  facts. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  that 
order  has  been  introduced  primarily  as  a  result  of 
an  article  that  I  read  in  the  Boston  Post  yesterday, 
concerning  the  investigation  by  the  Finance  Com- 
mission into  the  affairs  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
system.  I  recall  that  several  months  ago  in 
this  body  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  (Coun. 
Taylor)  suggested  the  advisability  of  a  survey 
and  investigation  of  Elevated  affairs  by  the  Bos- 
ton Finance  Commission,  and  we  were  then 
apprised  of  the  fact  that  the  Department  of  Public 
Utilities  had  that  power  and  that  it  conducted  an 
annual  investigation  or  survey  into  Boston  Ele- 
vated affairs.  Recently  I  was  astonished,  sur- 
prised and  dumbfounded  to  learn  that  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Utilities  acknowledged  that 
it  made  only  a  superficial  examination  into  the 
activities  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway.  I  was 
astonished  to  learn  that,  knowing  that  the  people  of 
Boston  have  long  had  the  firm  belief  that  every- 
thing must  be  all  right  with  the  road,  as  a  result 
of  this  supervision  and  examination  by  the  Public 
Utilities  Commission;  but  those  who  had  that 
belief  were  then  blandly  informed  that  the  Public 
Utilities  Department  made  only  a  superficial  survey 
of  the  whole  situation.  The  article  in  yesterday's 
Post  brought  clearly  to  the  minds  of  the  people 
the  need  for  a  real  investigation.  I  am  making  no 
charges  against  the  Boston  Elevated,  but  I  think, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  have  all  had  reason  to 
believe  that  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities 
made  yearly  such  an  investigation  of  the  Elevated 
system,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  now  appears 
that  there  is  this  delinquency  on  Beacon  Hill,  and 
also  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  taxpayers  in  Boston 
and  in  the  metropolitan  area  are  paying  annually 
a  very  large  amount  to  meet  the  deficit  in  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Elevated,  coupled  with  the  fact  that 
we  ourselves,  through  the  Finance  Commission, 
have  been  conducting  at  considerable  expense  an 
investigation  into  the  affairs  of  the  Elevated 
system,  we  are  now  justified  in  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  the  Governor  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  for  the  City  of  Boston  reimbursement 
of  the  cost  of  investigation  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  by  the  Boston  Finance  Commission.  I  re- 
peat that  we  have  had  reason  to  believe  that  the 
Department  of  Public  Utilities  annually  conducted 
an  investigation  into  the  affairs  of  the  Elevated, 
and  that  they  have  now  announced  that  they  do 
not  make  an  annual  study  of  the  situation,  with 
the  result  that  the  taxpayers  of  Boston,  it  now  ap- 
pears, cannot  depend  upon  the  Public  Utilities 
Commission  to  make  such  investigation  and  to 
keep  them  apprised  of  the  facts,  and  that  we,  there- 
fore, now  making  such  an  investigation  through 
our  Finance  Commission.an  investigation  which 
we  have  reason  to  believe  would  be  made  by  a  state 
department,  should  be  reimbursed  for  that  in- 
vestigation. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  NATIONAL  YOUTH 
ADMINISTRATION. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  National  Youth  Administration 
activities  have  served  as  a  definite  check  on  youth 
delinquency  and  done  much  to  sustain  the  morale 
of  the  youth  of  America;   and 

Whereas,  A  large  reduction  in  the  personnel 
of  N.  Y.  A.  is  anticipated  as  the  result  of  fifteen 
million  dollars  being  cut  from  the  budget  for 
1940;    therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  each  member  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Delegation  in  Congress  be  requested  to  vote 
for  a  further  appropriation  in  order  that  the  full 
complement  of  employees  be  carried  on  the  rolls 
of  N.  Y.  A. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SURVEY  FOR   PROPOSED   MUNICIPAL 
STADIUM. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  White  .Fund  Trustees,  through 
his   Honor   the    Mayor,    be    requested    to    make   a 
survey  of  the  property  bounded  by  Southampton 
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street,  Massachusetts  avenue  and  the  New 
Haven  Railroad,  as  to  the  advisability  of  erecting 
the  contemplated  municipal  stadium  there. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President  and  members 
of  the  Council,  the  property  referred  to  in  this 
order  is  mainly  owned  by  the  New  Haven  road. 
The  New  Haven  owns  1,007,500  square  feet,  the 
City  of  Boston,  through  the  Paving  Division  of 
the  Public  Works  Department,  65,000  square 
feet,  and  the  First  Nationl  Bank  65,000  square 
feet.  The  entire  area  could  be  taken  by  the  city 
and  prepared  for  a  municipal  stadium  with  hardly 
any  outlay  of  money.  It  is  probably  the  best 
located  property  in  the  entire  City  of  Boston 
for  the  proposed  stadium.  On  one  side  there 
is  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  line  and  on  the 
other  side  the  rapid  transit  line,  the  whole  thing 
easily  connected  up  with  street  cars  and  buses 
and  with  a  siding  for  New  Haven  trains  from  the 
South  Station.  The  land  is  level,  with  no  build- 
ings to  be  demolished,  easily  accessible  and  cen- 
trally located.  It  will  furnish  a  wonderful  centre 
for  schoolboy  meets  and  for  athletic  sports  gener- 
ally, being  really  the  best  location  ever  proposed 
for  such  a  purpose.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  will  instruct  the  White  Fund 
Trustees  to  give  this  matter  considerable  thought, 
making  a  survey  of  the  property  referred  to  and 
considering  seriously  the  advisability  of  erecting 
there  the  contemplated  municipal  stadium.  As 
I  have  said,  it  is  a  wonderful  piece  of  property 
for  this  purpose,  and  it  will  involve  a  very  small 
outlay  of  money  of  the  city. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  am 
opposed  to  spending  White  Fund  money  for  a 
stadium  on  Southampton  street  and  Massachusetts 
avenue,  or  anywhere  else.  I  think  a  far  better 
use  of  the  fund  is  for  playgrounds.  At  a  stadium 
you  get  together  people  who  just  sit  around, 
smoke  cigars,  chew  gum  and  get  fat,  watching 
others  exercise,  while  on  playgrounds  you  en- 
courage exercise  and  sports  that  are  generally 
participated  in,  thereby  adding  to  the  health  and 
strength  of  the  community.  I  much  prefer  that 
way  of  spending  White  Fund  money. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  hate  to 
oppose  my  good  friend  from  an  adjoining  ward 
(Coun.  Hurley),  but  I  feel  that  I  must  at  a  time 
like  this  repeat  what  I  have  had  occasion  to  say 
in  the  past  about  the  value  of  recreational  centers 
and  playgrounds,  for  which  there  has  been  so  much 
call  in  past  years.  The  gentleman  from  Brighton 
in  the  past  has  favored  a  municipal  stadium  in 
Brighton,  which  I  feel  that  most  gentlemen  of  the 
Council  would  regard  as  a  great  white  elephant, 
doing  comparatively  little  good  to  the  young 
people  of  the  City  of  Boston.  This  seems  to  be 
along  the  same  line,  and  I  am  therefore  opposed  to 
it,  and  in  that  opposition  I  believe  I  will  have 
plenty  of  support.  I  think  if  the  White  Fund 
money  is  to  be  used  for  anything,  it  should  be 
used  for  the  building  of  recreational  centers 
throughout  Boston.  I  have  been  informed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  8  that  there  are  two 
councilors  from  Brighton,  and  so  I  apply  my 
remarks  to  both  gentlemen. 

Chairman  WARD — One  gentleman!  (Laugh- 
ter.) 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  don't  know  which  one  of 
the  two  is  a  gentleman,  but,  leaving  joking  aside, 
I  think  everybody  who  is  interested  in  the  kiddies 
is  against  a  stadium  in  the  City  of  Boston.  If 
we  are  to  use  this  White  Fund  for  anything,  it 
should  be  for  reeerational  facilities  for  our  young 
people,  in  the  interest  of  the  children,  not  to  provide 
from  the  White  Fund  a  white  elephant  in  the  way 
of  a  municipal  stadium.  I  think  this  order  looking 
to  a  municipal  stadium  should  be  kicked  out  the 
window. 

Chairman  WARD — The  order  simply  calls  for  a 
survey. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
believe,  and  I  think  the  rest  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  will  agree  with  me,  that  I  am  speaking  on 
the  subject  matter  when  I  am  expressing  my 
opinion  as  to  how  the  White  Fund  money  should 
be  expended. 

Chairman  WARD — The  Chair  simply  states 
that  this  is  merely  a  request  that  the  White  Fund 
Trustees  make  a  survey  of  the  property  referred  to, 
with  a  view  to  the  advisability  of  erecting  a  con- 
templated municipal  stadium  there.  It  is  merely 
a  request  that  a  survey  be  made. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— I  still  feel,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  I  am  talking  on  the  subject  matter,  and  I  am 
opposed  to  the  order 


Chairman  WARD — The  Chair  did  not  rule  the 
gentleman  out  of  order. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — My  position  is  merely  that 
I  am  in  favor  of  recreational  facilities  and  not  of  a 
stadium. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  Chairman,  about  three 
years  ago  I  introduced  an  order  requesting  the 
trustees  of  the  White  Fund  to  erect  a  recreational 
building  in  Ward  4.  I  believe  that  if  the  White 
Fund  is  used  for  recreational  buildings  and  play- 
grounds it  will  be  conforming  with  the  intent  of 
Mr.  White,  that  his  purpose  will  be  more  adequately 
carried  out  in  that  way  than  through  the  erection 
of  municipal  stadiums.  I  believe  the  improve- 
ment of  the  recreational  facilities  of  our  city  is 
more  in  the  interest  of  the  poor  of  Boston  and 
much  more  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  generally 
than  the  construction  of  municipal  stadiums. 
Personally,  I  see  no  need  of  a  municipal  stadium, 
especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  have  already 
two  stadiums  in  Boston — Fenway  Park  and 
Braves  Field.  I  believe  the  interest  of  the  poor 
people  of  our  city,  the  people  of  the  South  End, 
North  End,  West  End.  Ward  4  and  other  wards. 
will  be  better  served,  and  the  people  will  be  more 
greatly  benefited,  by  using  this  fund  for  play- 
grounds and  for  recreational  buildings  than  by 
the  erection  of  stadiums. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President,  if  my  memory 
serves  me  right,  some  weeks  ago  we  passed  an 
order  in  favor  of  erecting  a  stadium,  and  I  believe 
that  was  the  time  for  Councilor  Chase  to  get  up  and 
talk  as  he  has  talked  here  today. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RE-ESTABLISHMENT   OF   ROWING 
FOR    HIGH    SCHOOLS. 

Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayort  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  re-establishing  rowing 
as  one  of  the  sports  in  the  high  schools  of  Boston. 

Coun.  LYONS — Mr.  President,  I  think  it  is 
highly  appropriate  that  we  should  take  such 
action  as  is  proposed  in  this  order  looking  to  the 
advisability  of  re-establishing  the  sport  of  crew- 
manship  in  the  high  schools  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
We  have  in  my  section,  for  instance,  a  part  of  the 
Charles  river,  and  other  portions  of  the  city  are 
adjacent  to  streams  and  to  the  shore  in  a  way 
that  would  naturally  lead  to  boating,  canoeing 
and  other  water  sports.  On  the  Charles  river, 
out  our  way,  for  instance,  at  one  time  we  had 
feverish  competition  in  such  sports,  but  the  river 
is  now  almost  a  deserted  waterway,  canoeing  and 
rowing  having  almost  passed  into  the  limbo  of 
forgotten  sports.  I  could  dwell  indefinitely  on 
the  past  glories  of  this  type  of  competition,  hut  I 
realize  the  fact  that  all  of  you  men  are  fully  cog- 
nizant of  the  history  of  these  sports.  I  believe 
the  time  is  now  ripe  for  a  return  to  water  sports, 
for  which  our  section  and  other  parts  of  the  city 
at  one  time  were  notable.  You  may  term  it 
"back  to  Nature."  but  I  term  it  "back  to  sanity," 
because  it  is  healthful  and  would  be  a  physical  aid 
to  a  large  group  of  our  high  school  boys.  It  will 
provide  them  with  a  basic  stamina  that  will  out- 
last that  which  is  provided  by  other  sports.  I  am 
appealing  mainly  for  the  forgotten  group,  the 
major  group,  if  you  will,  who  do  not  benefit  by 
intramural  sports,  such  as  football  and  baseball, 
because  of  weight  and  other  handicaps.  I  feel — 
in  fact,  I  know — that  the  renewal  of  this  sport 
would  not  entail  an  exorbitant  expense,  but, 
taking  dollar  for  dollar  invested,  would  be  more 
than  returned  in  a  healthier  and  more  vigorous 
type  of  student.  The  establishment  of  a  munic- 
ipally-controlled boathouse  for  crew  purposes, 
under  competent  supervision,  would,  in  my  opinion, 
be  the  most  advanced  and  sound  investment  that 
I  can  conceive  of  at  the  present  time. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


LISTING   OF   TEMPORARY   CITY 
EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    City    Record,    through    his 
Honor  the   Mayor,   be   requested   to   publish   the 
names     and     addresses     of     all     temporary     city 
employees. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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USE  OF  WHITE  FUND  FOR  RECREATIONAL 
PURPOSES. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Robert  White 
Fund  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  give  preference  in  the  use  of  the  Robert  White 
Fund  to  constructing  recreation  buildings  and 
playgrounds   in    the   various    wards    of    the    city. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  shall  not 
indulge  in  any  lengthy  debate  on  this  order,  but 
I  sincerely  believe  the  purpose  and  intent  of  the 
creator  of  the  White  Fund  would  be  carried  out 
by  providing  playgrounds  in  sections  of  Boston 
where  they  are  much  needed.  I  believe  the 
creation  of  additional  playground  and  recreational 
facilities  to  be  more  important  than  anything  else 
in  the  spending  of  that  fund,  and  I  trust,  there- 
fore, that  the  Council  will  pass  the  order. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  can  the  White 
Fund  be  used  for  the  unemployed  of  Boston? 

Chairman  WARD — No,  not  under  the  terms  of 
the  will. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RECONSTRUCTION   OF   CUMBERLAND 
STREET. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public' 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  reconstruct  Cumberland  street,  Ward  4, 
with  a  smooth  type  asphalt  surface,  under  the 
W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING    OF    WARD     17     STREETS. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  paving  the  following 
streets  in  Ward  17,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of 
construction: 

Medway  street,  River  street,  Old  Morton  street, 
Cedar  street,  Whitfield  street,  Fairmount  street, 
from  Morton  street  to  Milton  avenue,  Thetford 
avenue,  Alpha  road,  Athelwold  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ELECTRIC     LIGHT,     WEST     PARK     AND 
MERLIN   STREETS. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  replace  the  present  gas  lamp  at  the  corner  of 
West  Park  and  Merlin  streets,  Ward  17,  with  an 
electric  light. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ROPING  OFF  STREETS,  APRIL  G. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  instructed 
to  rope  off  the  streets  of  Boston  along  the  route 
of  the  Presentation  Athletic  and  Social  Club 
Marathon  to  be  conducted  on  April  6,  1940,  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  proper  fund  for  same. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Adjourned  at  4.40  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
CHASE,  to  meet  on  Monday,  April  1,  1940,  at 
2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  April  1,  1940. 
Regular   meeting   of    the    City    Council   in    the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  p.  m.,  Presi- 
dent   GALVIN    in    the    chair.     Absent,     Coun. 
Carey,  Gottlieb  and  Shattuck. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  under  the  law,  Coun. 
TAYLOR  presiding  at  the  box  in  the  absence  of 
the  Mayor,  as  follows: 

Eighty-five  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  May  6,  1940: 

Francesco  Anzelone,  Ward  1;  Chester  N.  Ding- 
well,  Ward  1 ;  Stanley  P.  Oliver,  Ward  1 ;  Thomas 
M.  Shelley,  Ward  1;  Joseph  Dunleavy,  Ward  2 
Harry  L.  Lincoln,  Ward  2;  John  J.  Murphy, 
Ward  2;  Frank  Phillips,  Ward  3;  Alfred  Rushton 
Ward  3;  Albert  J.  Volini,  Ward  3;  Peter  J.  Welsh 
Ward  3;  William  R.  Garvin,  Ward  4;  John  J 
Connolly,  Ward  5;  John  I.  Mull,  Ward  5;  John  J 
Capeless,  Ward  6;  Patrick  F.  Gorham,  Ward  6 
Frederick  Grant,  Ward  6;  Arthur  J.  Martin 
Ward  6;  John  J.  McLeod,  Ward  6;  Joseph  E 
Meehan,  Ward  6;  George  S.  Butler,  Ward  7 
George  Gaspa,  Ward  7;  Walter  E.  Mills,  Ward  7 
Robert  D.  Stark,  Ward  7;  Joseph  A.  Berg,  Ward  8 
Henry  I.  Simmons,  Ward  8;  George  A.  Sparks 
Ward  8;  Vincent  J.  Duffy,  Ward  9;  James  W. 
"Nolan,  Ward  9;  John  J.  Shedd,  Ward  9;  Arthur 
W.  Wells,  Ward  9;  Walter  J.  Hayes,  Ward  10 
Thomas  J.  Lynch,  Ward  10;  John  J.  Donahue 
Ward  11;  Louis  N.  Fichtner,  Ward  11;  Paul  W 
Kenney,  Ward  11;  Robert  A.  Lord,  Ward  11 
John  J.  Sullivan,  Ward  11;  James  J.  Sweeney 
Ward  11;  Arthur  C.  Weigold,  Ward  11;  John  F. 
Crowley,  Ward  12;  Augustus  A.  Granville,  Ward 
12;  Alfred  H.  Knopf,  Ward  12;  Thomas  P.  Regan, 
Ward  12;  Joseph  A.  Hanson,  Ward  13;  Maxwell 
A.  Chessler,  Ward  14;  George  Schwartz,  Ward  14; 
Simon  Smith,  Ward  14;  J.  Lawrence  Stark,  Ward 
14;  William  J.  Cargill,  Ward  15;  James  B.  Hayes, 
Jr.,  Ward  15;  Edwin  L.  Smith,  Ward  15;  Henry 
M.  Stephenson,  Ward  15;  John  H.  Boyd,  Ward  16; 
John  W.  Burns,  Ward  16;  Bernard  J.  Byrne, 
Ward  16;  George  A.  Chapman,  Ward  16;  John  J. 
Daley,  Ward  16;  James  A.  Dowler,  Ward  16; 
Austin  B.  Kearney,  Ward  16;  William  E.  Moore, 
Ward  16;  Patrick  J.  Rainsford,  Ward  16;  Edward 
J.  Connors,  Ward  17;  Charles  A.  Desaulniers, 
Ward  17;  John  E.  Garrity,  Ward  17;  Walter  T. 
Holmes,  Ward  17;  John  H.  Connolly,  Ward  18; 
George  P.  Higgins,  Ward  18;  George  Riley,  Ward 
18;  John  E.  Daniels,  Jr.,  Ward  19;  Paul  C.  Maguire, 
Ward  19;  Laurence  B.  Meehan,  Ward  19;  Edward 
F.  Concree,  Ward  20;  Henri  Lahaise,  Ward  20; 
Ernest  S.  Post,  Ward  20;  Frank  C.  Withington, 
Ward  20;  Norman  P.  Beane,  Ward  21;  Baker  P. 
Feehan,  Ward  21;  John  F.  Lynagh,  Ward  21; 
James  J.  O'Brien,  Ward  21;  Daniel  R.  O'Lalor, 
Ward  21;  Jerome  F.  Soule,  Ward  21;  Max  Berger, 
Ward  22;  Robert  Cameron,  Ward  22;  Daniel 
O'Connell,  Ward  22. 

Ninety-seven  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  May  6,  1940: 

Michael  F.  Musco,  Ward  1;  Joseph  G.  Repucci, 
Ward  1;  Thomas  J.  Bowdren,  Ward  2;  James  F. 
Broderick,  Ward  2;  Joseph  Chretien,  Ward  2; 
John  Connolly,  Ward  2;  Patrick  Healy,  Ward  2; 
John  F.  B.  Leonard,  Ward  2;  John  F.  Foley, 
Ward  3;  Louis  Wein,  Ward  3;  John  G.  Berry, 
Ward  4;  Joel  B.  Disher,  Ward  4;  Thomas  Hunter, 
Ward  4;  William  H.  Littlefield,  Ward  4;  Francis 
D.  Manning,  Ward  4;  Daniel  J.  Morrison,  Ward  4; 
William  W.  Pratt,  Ward  4;  William  L.  Fletcher, 
Ward  5;  Henry  F.  Hagman,  Ward  5;  William  B. 
Hazelton,  Ward  5;  Benjamin  H.  Jacks,  Ward  5; 
Daniel  J.  Mullen,  Jr.,  Ward  5;  Richard  F.  O'Niel, 
Jr.,  Ward  5;  Thomas  J.  Talbot,  Ward  5;  Philip 
Wadsworth,  Ward  5;  Coleman  J.  Coyne,  Ward  6; 


John  G.  Kirkwood,  Ward  6;  Frederick  W.  Melchin 
Ward  6;  Joseph  F.  Ridge,  Ward  6;  Thomas  P 
Russo,  Ward  6;  Joseph  D.  Sullivan,  Ward  6 
George  E.  Call,  Ward  7;  Matthew  F.  Faherty 
Ward  7;  Richard  A.  Kelly,  Ward  7;  John  F.  Reilly 
Ward  7;  Joseph  F.  Cady,  Ward  8;  Bartholomew  E 
Hanrahan,  Ward  8;  Alfred  Jones,  Ward  8;  James 
McColgan,  Ward  8;  George  Edward  Saul,  Ward  8 
Paul  F.  Stewart,  Ward  8;  George  P.  Tobin,  Ward 
8;  Bennett  Watterson,  Ward  8;  Francis  B.  Bowser 
Ward  9;  Edgar  U.  Dingle,  Ward  9;  Maurice  J 
Kirkwood,  Ward  9;  Charles  F.  Scully,  Ward  9 
Peter  F.  Bowers,  Ward  10;  Thomas  J.  Conway 
Ward  10;  Carl  J.  Frenning,  Ward  10;  Fred  Grundy 
Ward  10;  John  A.  King,  Ward  10;  Charles  A 
Miller,  Ward  10;  Charles  A.  Getz,  Ward  11 
James  E.  Mullen,  Ward  11;  David  F.  Arthur,  Jr. 
Ward  12;  Arthur  A.  Collins,  Ward  12;  Charles  T 
Williams,  Ward  12;  Warren  O.  Johansen,  Ward  13 
Charles  Cohen,  Ward  14;  Morton  Goldstein 
Ward  14;  Saul  Janofsky,  Ward  14;  George  Wein 
baum,  Ward  14;  Joseph  E.  Harding,  Ward  15 
Martin  J.  O'Toole,  Ward  15;  William  J.  Cahill 
Ward  16;  Maurice  H.  Cannon,  Ward  16;  Harold 
W.  Finlay,  Ward  16;  Frank  P.  Sullivan,  Ward  16 
Stephen  T.  Barretta,  Ward  17;  Harry  W.  Bow 
man,  Ward  17;  Harry  O.  Brickett,  Ward  17 
Arthur  A.  Hull,  Ward  17;  Francis  Y.  MacAndrew 
Ward  17;  James  F.  Coughlin,  Ward  18;  Alfred  R 
Greene,  Ward  18;  William  J.  Lowney,  Ward  18 
Joseph  G.  Peterson,  Ward  18;  William  E.  Potter, 
Ward  18;  Elmer  G.  Wahlstedt,  Ward  18;  Malcolm 
A.  Wood,  Ward  18;  Harry  Berry,  Ward  19;  Harry 
Dellit,  Ward  19;  John  J.  Reilly,  Ward  19;  Olivin 
D.  Saunders,  Ward  19;  Harold  V.  Burbank, 
Ward  20;  Robert  B.  Davidson,  Ward  20;  Albert 
Nagel,  Ward  20;  Thomas  H.  Cox,  Ward  21; 
Isadore  C.  Goodman,  Ward  21;  George  E.  Sherrin, 
Ward  21;  Walter  M.  Burdick,  Ward  22;  Melvin  L. 
Fitzgerald,  Ward  22;  Edward  R.  Keane,  Ward  22; 
William  P.  Leonard,  Ward  22;  Robert  J.  Maguire, 
Ward  22;  Thomas  P.  McGrath,   Ward  22. 


REVISION   OF   WATER   DIVISION 
ORDINANCES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  25,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

-  Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  proposed  amend- 
ments to  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1925  which, 
if  adopted,  will  modernize  the  methods  and  pro- 
cedure of  the  Water  Income  Division  of  the  Public 
Works  Department. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  Municipal  Survey 
Committee  and  the  officials  of  the  Public  Works 
Department,  a  new  system  of  accounting  and 
billing  procedure  has  been  installed  in  the  Water 
Division.  This  new  system  eliminates  the  divi- 
sion of  responsibility  between  the  Collecting  and 
Public  Works  Departments.  It  also  proposes 
the  elimination  of  the  twenty-five  cents  sum- 
mons charge;  lengthens  the  shut-off  period  from 
fifteen  to  forty-five  days  after  due  date  of  bill; 
permits  a  waiver  of  the  two  dollar  charge  after 
shut-off,  and  provides  for  a  new  method  of  mail- 
ing water  bills. 

The  purposes  to  be  accomplished  by  the  pro- 
posed amendments  to  the  ordinances  are  more 
fully  set  out  in  the  accompanying  letter  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works.  The  changes  in 
the  ordinances  are  necessary  in  order  that  the 
changes  in  the  operations  of  the  Water  Division 
may  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  ordinances. 

In  my  opinion,  the  proposed  changes  in  the 
ordinances  will  meet  the  advances  and  improve- 
ments in  the  Water  Division's  business  methods, 
and  I  respectfully  recommend  adoption  of  the 
amendments  as  submitted  herewith. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.    Tobin,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  23,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  respectfully  submit  for  your  con- 
sideration, and  transmittal  to  the  City  Council 
for  adoption,  amendments  to  the  City  Ordinances 
affecting  the  operation  of  the  Water  Division  of 
this  department. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


A  new  system  of  accounting  and  billing  pro- 
cedure has  been  installed  in  the  business  office  of 
the  Water  Division,  which  provides  for  the  keep- 
ing of  all  records  of  the  approximately  100,000 
individual  accounts  in  that  division,  rather  than 
divide  the  responsibility  for  keeping  these  records 
between  the  office  of  the  City  Collector  and  the 
Water  Division,  which  was  the  policy  under  the 
old  system.  The  amendments  to  the  ordinances, 
as  proposed,  are  necessary  in  order  that  the  pro- 
cedures followed  in  the  new  system  will  comply 
with  the  provisions  of  the  ordinances. 

The  following  is  a  brief  explanation  of  the  more 
important  changes  and  the  reasons  therefor. 
The  summons  and  twenty-five  (25)  cent  summons 
charge  have  been  eliminated  as  it  is  questionable 
whether  the  expense  incurred  in  connection  with 
the  preparing  of  the  summonses  and  the  collecting 
of  the  charges  equalled  the  amount  of  revenue 
derived  from  this  source.  Aside  from  this  point, 
however,  and  in  my  opinion  the  more  important 
of  the  two,  the  elimination  of  the  summons  charge 
will  tend  to  create  the  good  will  of  the  customers 
toward  this  department,  as  it  is  a  natural  char- 
acteristic to  resent  being  required  to  pay  a  "fine" 
simply  because  one  may  have  forgotten  to  pay 
a  bill  or  did  not  have  the  wherewithal!  to  pay  a 
bill  on  or  before  the  due  date. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  existing  ordinances, 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  is  required 
to  shut  off  the  water  from  any  premises  if  the 
water  rate  has  not  been  paid  within  approximately 
fifteen  (15)  days  after  the  due  date.  Under  the 
amendment  as  proposed,  however,  the  commis- 
sioner will  not  be  required  to  shut  off  the  water 
because  of  an  unpaid  bill  until  approximately 
forty-five  (45)  days  after  the  due  date.  The  pro- 
posed change  is  unquestionably  a  more  reasonable 
requirement  than  the  existing  one. 

It  is  also  proposed  to  change  the  existing  pro- 
visions relative  to  the  two  (2)  dollar  charge  levied 
for  the  letting  on  of  water  to  premises  where  the 
water  has  been  shut  off  for  non-payment  of  the 
bill.  The  change  will,  in  my  opinion,  provide  a 
better  approach  to  the  solution  of  a  difficult, 
albeit,  a  most  important  problem.  The  existing 
ordinance  gives  the  commissioner  no  discretionary 
power  in  this  matter,  whereas,  the  proposed  amend- 
ment will  allow  the  commissioner  to  waive  the 
two  (2)  dollar  charge  on  all  unpaid  accounts  that 
are  less  than  twenty  (20)  dollars.  Except  in 
flagrant  cases,  it  is  my  intention  not  to  require 
this  two  (2)  dollar  charge  where  the  levying 
of  same  is  discretionary.  This  provision  will 
allow  the  granting  of  leniency  to  the  average 
home  owner  who,  through  force  of  circumstances, 
is  unable  to  pay  the  outstanding  account  within 
the  time  prescribed  by  ordinance. 

The  new  accounting  system  established  in  the 
Water  Division  provides  for  the  keeping,  in  that 
division,  of  the  records  of  all  individual  accounts 
so  that  they  may  be  balanced  at  any  time;  in 
other  words,  the  status  of  each  account,  in  so  far 
as  the  records  of  outstanding  accounts  are  con- 
cerned, can  be  determined  readily.  Heretofore, 
these  records  were  kept  by  the  City  Collector. 
In  order  to  keep  the  records  of  these  accounts 
up-to-date,  it  is  necessary  for  the  City  Collector 
to  send  to  the  Water  Division  a  daily  record  of 
water  bills  paid  the  previous  day.  One  of  the 
amendments,  as  proposed,  provides  for  such  a 
procedure  to  be  followed.  As  provided  under 
the  existing  ordinances,  it  was  the  usual  policy 
for  the  collector  to  notify  the  Water  Division 
only  of  the  accounts  that  were  not  paid  within 
the  time  required  by  the  ordinance. 

Another  change  proposed  is  that  affecting  the 
due  dates  of  the  water  bills.  The  existing  or- 
dinance specifies  that  the  bills  shall  be  due  on 
the  first  day  of  January,  April,  July  and  October. 
Under  the  old  system,  no  matter  when  the  bills 
were  prepared,  it  was  the  usual  policy  to  delay 
mailing  them  until  a  few  days  prior  to  their  due 
dates.  Under  such  a  procedure,  the  peak,  in 
so  far  as  the  collecting  of  water  revenue  was 
concerned,  was  reached  four  times  during  the 
year,  and  covered  comparatively  short  periods, 
that  is,  only  those  periods  that  extended  from  the 
due  dates  to  approximately  forty-five  (45)  days 
after  such  dates.  The  new  system,  however, 
provides  for  the  mailing  of  the  bills  immediately 
subsequent  to  their  preparation.  It  is  also  pro- 
posed to  make  the  due  dates  approximately 
fifteen  (15)  days  after  the  date  of  mailing.  Under 
such  a  procedure,  of  course,  it  is  quite  obvious 
that  the  payment  of  bills  will  be  more  evenly 
distributed    throughout    the    year    and    that    no 


unusual  peak  periods  will  be  experienced  such  as 
those  that  naturally  resulted  from  the  old  system. 
The  new  change  should  also  allow  for  the  keep- 
ing of  a  more  systematic  and  satisfactory  account- 
ing record  of  individual  accounts  as  the  staggering 
of  due  dates  will  eliminate  much  of  the  confusion 
that  existed  under  the  old  system  during  those 
periods  following  the  quarterly  due  dates. 

The  proposed  amendments  to  the  ordinances  as 
submitted  have  been  reviewed  and  approved  by 
the  Corporation  Counsel. 

Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


An  Ordinance  Concerning  the  Water  Division. 
Be   it   ordained   by   the  City   Council   of  Boston . 
as  follows: 

Section  1. — Chapter  thirteen  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1925  is  hereby  amended  by  striking 
out  section  four  and  inserting  in  place  thereof 
the  following:  Section  4. — The  collector  shall 
whenever  a  water  rate  is  paid,  immediately  notify 
the  commissioner  of  public  works  of  such  payment. 

Sect.  2. — Chapter  twenty-seven  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1925  is  hereby  amended  by  striking 
out  section  twenty-two  and  inserting  in  place 
thereof  the  following:  Section  22. — The  commis- 
sioner shall  have  the  care  and  control  of  all  property 
acquired  or  held  by  the  city  for  the  purposes  of 
its  water  supply;  shall  maintain  the  same  in 
good  order  and  condition;  shall  use  and  operate 
the  same  znd  furnish  all  supplies  required  therefor; 
shall  purchase,  lay,  maintain  and  test  all  meters, 
pipes  and  other  fixtures  and  appliances  necessary 
for  supplying  water  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  city, 
including  the  placing  of  drinking  fountains  and 
supplying  the  same  with  cold  water;  shall  take  all 
measures  necessary  to  protect  and  preserve  the 
purity  of  the  water;  shall  exercise  a  constant 
supervision  over  the  use  of  water;  shall  have 
control  of  the  water  supply  and  may  shut  the 
water  off  and  let  it  on  at  such  times  as  he  deems 
necessary;  shall,  with  the  approval  of  the  mayor, 
from  time  to  time  determine  and  establish  the 
rates  for  the  use  of  water;  shall,  whenever  a  water 
rate  has  remained  unpaid  for  thirty  days  after  its 
due  date,  send  notice  to  the  owner  or  tenant  of 
the  premises  to  which  the  water  is  supplied,  that 
if  the  water  rate  continues  to  remain  unpaid  the 
water  will  be  shut  off  and  a  lien  for  the  amount 
due  established  as  required  by  law;  shall  file  the 
statements  necessary  to  create  liens  for  unpaid 
accounts;  shall,  if  a  water  rate  is  not  paid  within 
ten  days  after  sending  the  notice  herein  provided 
for,  shut  off  the  water  from  the  particular  service 
unless  such  action  is  inconsistent  with  law  or 
unless,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commissioner  and  of  a 
physician  designated  by  the  city,  the  shutting  off 
of  such  water  would  endanger  the  life  of  any 
person;  shall  not  let  on  again  water  shut  off  for  non- 
payment of  a  water  rate  until  a  service  charge  of 
two  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  amount  of  the 
unpaid  account,  is  paid  except  where  such  a 
charge  is  contrary  to  law.  provided,  however, 
that  the  commissioner  may,  in  his  discretion. 
waive  the  payment  of  such  service  charge  where 
the  unpaid  account  is  less  than  twenty  dollars. 
The  provisions  relative  to  the  shutting  off  and 
letting  on  of  water  shall  apply  when  two  or  more 
persons  take  water  from  the  same  service  pipe 
although  one  or  more  may  have  paid  the  amount 
due  from  him  or  them.  No  charge  shall  be  made 
for  sending  the  notice  herein  provided  for. 

Sect.  3. — Chapter  twenty-seven  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1925  is  hereby  further  amended  by 
striking  out  section  twenty-three,  as  most  recently 
amended  by  section  one  of  chapter  six  of  the 
Ordinances  of  1930,  and  inserting  in  place  thereof 
the  following:  Section  23. — The  commissioner 
shall,  consistently  with  the  ordinances,  make 
contracts  for  the  sale  of  water,  and  send  out  bills 
therefor,  which  shall  be  payable  to  the  city  collector 
or  his  duly  authorized  agent;  shall  provide  that 
bills  for  specific  supplies  of  water  shall  be  due  and 
payable  in  advance  and  actually  paid  before  the 
water  is  let  on,  that  bills  for  water  furnished  and 
measured  by  meter  shall  never  be  less  than  eight 
dollars  and  eighty  cents  during  any  consecutive 
t  n  el  ve  months'  period  and  shall  be  due  and  payable 
on  the  due  date  specified  on  each  bill  rendered, 
and  that  the  due  dates  thus  specified  shall  be  so 
established  as  to  require  payments  at  least  as 
often  as  semi-annually.  All  contracts  shall  also 
stipulate  that  an  omission  to  send  or  a  failure  to 
receive  a  water  bill  under  this  section  or  a  notice 
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under  the  preceding  section  shall  not  affect  the 
validity  either  of  the  water  rate  or  of  the  pro- 
ceedings for  its  enforcement  or  collection. 

Sect.  4. — Chapter  twenty-seven  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1925  is  hereby  further  amended  by 
striking  out  section  twenty-four,  as  most  recently 
amended  by  section  two  of  chapter  six  of  the 
Ordinances  of  1930,  and  inserting  in  place  thereof 
the  following:  Section  24. — The  commissioner 
may  designate  one  of  his  subordinates  to  be  the 
head  of  the  water  income  division,  who  shall,  if 
the  commissioner  so  directs,  make  abatements  of 
charges  for  water  where  improperly  assessed  and 
exercise  the  powers  of  the  commissioner  relative 
to  the  shutting  off  of  water  for  non-payment  of  a 
water  rate  and  the  waiver  of  the  service  charge 
for  the  shutting  off  and  letting  on  of  water;  who 
shall  also  receive  all  money  paid  for  service  charges 
for  the  shutting  off  and  letting  on  of  water  and 
all  money  paid  or  deposited  on  account  of  main, 
service,  fire,  elevator,  motor  and  other  pipes  and 
the  laying  thereof  and  for  repair  work;  shall  give 
a  receipt  in  behalf  of  the  city  therefor;  shall  pay, 
from  the  money  so  received,  the  amount  found  by 
him  to  be  due  the  person  paying  any  such  money, 
as  excess  over  the  amount  due  the  city;  and  shall, 
on  or  before  the  fifth  day  of  every  month,  pay 
over  the  money  in  his  possession  due  the  city,  and 
account  for  all  money  so  received  by  him  since 
the  last  accounting,  as  provided  in  section, eighteen 
of  chapter  three  of  these  ordinances. 

Sect.  5. — This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  be- 
ginning with  the  first  day  of  April,  1940. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


AMENDMENT   OF   CITY   PLANNING 
BOARD   ORDINANCE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  25,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  a  proposed 
amendment  to  the  Revised  City  Ordinances  of 
1925  concerning  the  City  Planning  Board. 

The  proposed  change  increases  the  membership 
of  this  Board  from  five  to  nine  members,  and 
provides  that  the  membership  shall  include  at 
least  one  engineer,  one  architect  and  one  land- 
scape architect  or  city  planner. 

I  believe  the  proposed  change  will  make  the 
City  Planning  Board  a  more  representative  group, 
and  enable  the  Board  to  include  in  its  member- 
ship experts  in  various  features  of  city  planning. 
There  will  be  no  compensation  paid  to  any  of.  the 
nine  members  of  the  Board. 

I  respectfully  recommend  adoption  of  the  pro- 
posed amendments  to  the  Revised  Ordinances. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
City  Planning  Board, 

March  21,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — On  December  16,  1938,  your 
Honor  discussed  a  proposed  ordinance  increasing 
the  membership  of  the  Board  from  five  to  nine 
members  with  Mr.  Fay  and  me.  The  purpose 
of  this  ordinance  was  to  strengthen  the  Board 
by  the  addition  of  qualified  members  who  would 
be  able  to  assist  the  Board  in  its  deliberations 
and  preparation  of  reports  that  are  of  considerable 
value  to  the  municipality.  At  a  meeting  on 
November  24,  1939,  it  was 

Voted,  To  again  recommend  the  proposed 
ordinance  to  Mayor  Tobin. 

Since  that  time  the  ordinance  as  drafted  by 
the  Board  has  been  precised  by  the  Corporation 
Counsel.  The  revised  ordinance  was  received  by 
the  Board  from  the  Corporation  Counsel  on 
February  8.  At  a  meeting  on  that  date  the 
Board 

Voted,  That  the  ordinance  as  drafted  by  the 
Corporation  Counsel  be  approved  by  the  Board 
and  referred  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  by  the 
Chairman. 

In  accordance  with  this  last  action  of  the  Board 
I  am  presenting  to  your  Honor  a  copy  of  the 
proposed    ordinance    which    is    substantially    the 


same    as    that    previously    discussed.     While    the 

phraseology   of  the  proposal  has  been   somewhat 

altered  the  intent  and  purpose  remain  unchanged. 

Yours  very  truly, 

William  Stanley  Parker,  Chairman. 


An  Ordinance  Concerning  the  City  Planning 
Board. 

Section  1. — Chapter  twelve  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1925  is  hereby  amended  by  striking 
out  section  one  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the 
following:  Section  1. — The  City  Planning  De- 
partment shall  be  under  the  charge  of  a  board  of 
nine  members  who  shall  serve  without  pay,  at 
least  one  of  whom  shall  be  a  woman.  The  member- 
ship of  the  board  shall,  at  all  times,  include  at 
least  one  engineer,  one  architect  and  one  landscape 
architect  or  city  planner.  The  board  as  first 
established  shall  consist  of  one  member  appointed 
for  the  term  of  one  year,  two  members  appointed 
for  the  term  of  two  years,  two  members  appointed 
for  the  term  of  three  years,  two  members  appointed 
for  the  term  of  four  years  and  two  members 
appointed  for  the  term  of  five  years  respectively. 
The  present  members  of  the  board  shall  continue 
to  serve  until  the  expiration  of  their  respective 
terms.  All  subsequent  appointments  shall  be  for 
the  term  of  five  years.  The  several  heads  of 
departments  of  the  City  of  Boston  shall,  on  request 
of  the  board,  supply  it  with  all  information  in 
their  possession  useful  for  its  duties. 

Sect.  2. — Section  one  of  chapter  two  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1925  is  hereby  amended  by 
striking  out  in  the  fifth  line  of  the  second  last 
paragraph  from  the  end  of  said  section  relating 
to  appointments  of  officers  for  the  term  of  five 
years,  the  words — "One  member  of  the  City 
Planning  Board" — and  inserting  in  place  thereof 
the  words — "One  member  of  the  City  Planning 
Board  in  the  years  in  which  the  term  of  one  member 
expires  and  two  members  of  the  City  Planning 
Board  in  the  years  in  which  the  terms  of  two 
members  expire." 

Sect.  3. — This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  on 
May  1,  1940. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


APPOINTMENT   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to,  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointment,  viz. : 

Weigher  of  Coal:  Arthur  S.  Gorman,  8  Brooks- 
dale  road,  Ward  22.  ;  . 

Laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


ARC  LIGHTS,  TREMONT  STREET,  WARD  9. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relative  to 
your  order  of  March  11,  1940,  concerning  the 
installation  of  arc  lights  on  Tremont  street,  Ward 
9,  from  Upton  street  to  Parker  street. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  March  28,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle,— I  return  herewith  order  in 
City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  install  arc  lights  on  Tremont  street,  Ward 
9,  from  Upton  street  to  Parker  street,  so  that  this 
important  thoroughfare  will  have  a  "white  way". 
This  department  no  longer  considers  the  installa- 
tion of  "white  ways"  due  to  the  great  expense 
of  same. 

We  have  had  in  mind  the  necessity  of  additional 
lights  and,  if  the  street  is  constructed,  we  will  try 
to  put  in  additional  lights,  provided  we  are  able 
to  make  a  saving  in  pur  budget. 
Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 
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ARC    LIGHT,    131    ROXBURY    STREET, 
WARD   9. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1940 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relative  to 
your  order  of  March  11,  concerning  the  installation 
of  an  arc  light  in  front  of  the  premises  located 
at  131  Roxbury  street,  Ward  9. 

Respectfully. 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  March  28,  1940 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return    herewith    order    in 
City   Council   that   the   Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  have  an  arc  light  installed  in  front  of  the 
premises  located  at  131  Roxbury  street,  Ward  9. 

I  regret  to  advise  you  that  there  is  no  money 
available  in  the  budget  for  additional  lights  this 
year.  However,  if,  during  the  year,  a  light  is 
removed  from  some  other  location  the  matter 
can  probably  then  be  taken  care  of. 
Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


ABSENCE  OF  PUPILS  DURING  BLIZZARD. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
Miss  Ellen  M.  Cronin,  Secretary  to  the  School 
Committee  of  the  City  of  Boston,  relative  to  your 
order  of  March  11,  concerning  the  absence  of 
pupils  from  school  on  the  day  of  the  recent  blizzard. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
School  Committee,  March  20,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — -The  School  Committee  has  received 
a  copy  of  the  order  passed  by  the  City  Council 
on  March  11,  1940,  requesting  the  School  Com- 
mittee, through  your  Honor,  "to  reconsider  their 
action  and  not  mark  any  children  who  failed  to 
attend  school  on  the  day  of  the  recent  blizzard  as 
being  absent." 

The  order  probably  was  intended  to  cover  the 
day  following  the  blizzard,  as  on  the  day  of  the 
blizzard  there  was  no  school. 

The  School  Committee  finds  that  it  will  not 
be  possible  to  count  children  who  were  absent  on 
Friday,  February  16,  present,  since  they  were  not 
actually  in  attendance. 

The  Committee  trusts  to  the  judgment  of  the 
principals   and   teachers   to   see   that   no   child   is 
penalized    for  absence   on   that   day,   since  many 
children  were  unable  to  reach  the  schools. 
Respectfully  yours, 
Ellen  M.  Cronin,  Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 


BRANCH    LIBRARY,    EGLESTON    SQUARE 
SECTION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
Milton  E.  Lord,  Director  of  the  Public  Library 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  relative  to  your  order  of 
January  29,  1940,  requesting  the  trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
establishing  a  branch  library  in  the  Egleston 
square  section  of  Ward  11. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J,  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Library  Department,  March  19,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle. — To  the  trustees  at  their 
meeting  on  March  15,  1940,  I  presented  the  order 
passed  by  the  City  Council  at  its  meeting  of 
January  29,  1940,  requesting  the  trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
establishing  a  branch  library  in  the  Egleston 
square  section  of  Ward  11.  The  trustees  were 
sympathetic  to  the  presentation.  They  regret 
their  inability,  however,  to  carry  through  such  a 
proposal,  inasmuch  as  they  are  not  at  the  present 
time  possessed  of  funds  for  expanding  the  present 
plant  of  the  library. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

Milton   E.   Lord,    Director. 
Placed  on  file. 

"SLOW"     SIGNS,     TALBOT    AND    WELLES 
AVENUES. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
William  P.  Hickey,  commissioner,  Boston  Traffic 
Commission,  relative  to  your  order  of  March  4, 
1940,  concerning  the  erection  of  "Slow"  signs  on 
Talbot  avenue  and  Welles  avenue,  both  sides,  also 
"Stop"  signs  on  Welles  avenue,  entering  Talbot 
avenue  on  both  sides. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  March  22,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Sir, — I   have    the   honor   to   acknowledge 
receipt   of   Council    order   dated    March    4,    1940, 
which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  To  have  the  Traffic  Department 
survey  Talbot  avenue  and  Welles  avenue,  to  erect 
'Slow'  signs  on  Talbot  avenue  and  Welles  avenue, 
both  sides,  also  'Stop'  signs  on  Welles  avenue, 
entering  Talbot  avenue  on  both  sides." 

A  survey  of  accidents  in  Talbot  avenue,  from 
Lithgow  street  to  Arcyle  street,  including  accidents 
at  and  between  intersections,  shows  that  there 
have  been  only  three  accidents  involving  personal 
injuries  in  this  area  during  the  past  four  years: 
2  in  1930;  1  in  1937;  none  in  1938;  none  in  1939 
The  accident  frequency  in  this  area  does  not" 
warrant  the  expenditure  of  money  for  the  erection 
of  warning  signs. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickev,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC  LIGHTS,   CHARLES  AND  ALLEN 
STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
William  P.  Hickey.  commissioner,  Boston  Traffic 
Commission,  relative  to  your  order  of  March  11, 
1940,  concerning  the  installation  of  traffic  signal 
lights  at  the  corner  of  Charles  and  Allen  streets. 
Ward   3. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  March  22,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Sir. — I   have   the   honor   to   acknowledge 
receipt   of  Council   order  dated   March   11,    1940, 
which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
traffic  signal  lights  at  the  corner  of  Charles  and 
Allen  streets,  Ward  3.  " 

At  the  present  time  there  are  no  funds  available 
to  this  commission  for  the  erection  of  traffic 
signals. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


APRIL    1,    1940. 
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RECONSTRUCTION  OF  TREMONT  STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relative  to 
your  order  of  March  11,  1940,  concerning  the 
reconstruction  of  Tremont  street,  Roxbury,  from 
Massachusetts  avenue  to  Parker  street. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin.  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
March  23,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return  herewith  order  in 
City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  prepare  and  present  for  approval  of  the 
W.  P.  A.  authorities  a  project  for  the  construction 
of  Tremont  street,  Roxbury,  in  Ward  9,  from 
Massachusetts  avenue  to  Parker  street. 

Please  be  advised  that  it  is  the  intention  of  this 
department  to  reconstruct  this  portion  of  Tremont 
street  this  year. 

About  six  weeks  ago  this  department  notified 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  that  this  department 
intended  to  resurface  this  street  and  they  were 
asked  to  include  in  their  budget  for  the  coming 
year  the  money  necessary  to  bring  their  tracks' 
to  the  proper  grade  and  surface  same.  To  date 
no  reply  has  been  received  from  them. 

If  we  receive  the  full  cooperation  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  this  department  can  then  go 
forward. 

Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


>  COASTING    SLIDES,    WARD    20    PLAY- 
GROUNDS. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
William  P.  Long,  chairman,  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners, relative  to  your  order  of  January  29, 
1940,  concerning  the  installation  of  toboggan  and 
coasting  slides  on  the  various  playgrounds  in 
Ward  20. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  March  16,  1940. 
William   T.    Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  memo- 
randum off  recent  date,  with  irictasure,  order 
from  the  Oity  Council,  that  the  Park  Com- 
mission be  requested  to  arange  for  the  instal- 
lation of  toboggan  and  coasting  slides  on  the 
various  playgrounds   in   Ward   20. 

The  tobogganing  and  coasting  is  now  over 
for  the  present  year. 

Every    consideration     will    be    given    to    the 
councilor's    request    during    the    year    1941. 
Very    truly    yours, 
William   P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed   on   file. 


REMOVAL    OF    SNOW,    SIDEWALKS, 
BRIDGE   AND    FERRY   DIVISION. 

The  following  was  received  : 

City   of    Boston., 
Office   Of   the  Mayor,   April    1,   1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Genlfclemen, — I  transmit  herewlith  letter  from 
Thomas  H.  Sexton,  Division  Engineer,  Bridge 
and  Ferry  Division,  Public  Works  Department, 
relative  to  your  order  of  March  4,  1940,  con- 
cerning arrangements  for  the  prompt  removal 
of  the  snow  from  all  sidewalks  under  the 
jurisdiction    Of   his   division. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,    Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
Bridge   and    Ferry    Division, 

March  20,    1940. 
Mr.   William   T.   Doyle, 

Chief   Clerk,   Mayor's   Office. 

Dear  Sir, — Relative  to  order  passed  by  the 
City  Council  March  4,  1940,  requesting,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  arrange  for  prompt 
removal  of  snow  from  all  sidewalks  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Bridge  and  Ferry  Di- 
vision of  the  Public  Works  Department  Sm- 
mediately  upon  the  termination  of  tfultiure 
snowstorms,   I   offer  the  following. 

After  snow  has  fallen  it  has  been  the  custom 
of  this  division  to  detail  men  to  handle  the 
snow  removal  on  certain  bridges  which  cbtaie 
under  the  care  and  maintenance  of  this  de- 
partment, to  the  number  of  about  twentyjfive. 
The  bridges  in  the  outlying  sections  of  the 
city  have  been  taken  care  of  by  men  in  the 
Highway  Service,  as  this  division  at  the  pres- 
ent time  has  only  twenty  department  men 
available   for   this  kind  of   work. 

There  are  some  of  the  intown  bridges,  owned 
by  nail  road  corporations,  which  have  been 
allowed  to  remain  unlcleared  of  smow  and  ice 
for  periods  of  several  days.  This  has  pro- 
voked and  directed  criticism  against  this  di- 
vision although  it  is  not  our  responsibility  to 
take  care  of  these  bridges.  I  have  taken  up 
with  the  Law  Department  the  responsibility 
of  removing  snOw  and  ice  from  bridges  over 
the  Boston  &  Albany  and  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  Railroads,  which  bridges 
are  owned  and  .maintained  by  these  railroads, 
and  I  feel  that  this  matter  will  be  taken  care 
of  by  the  railroads   in  the  future. 

With  the  limited  number  of  men  available 
for  snow  removal,  we  'take  care  at  the  present 
time  of  Broadway  Bridge  over  Foundry  street, 
Broadlway  Biridge  over  Lehigh  street,  Broad- 
way Bridge  Over  the  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road, Albany  Street  Bridge  over  the  Boston 
&  AJbany  Railroad,  Shawrnut  Avenue  Bridge 
over  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  and  INew 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad,  Tre- 
mont Street  Bridge  (west  side)  over  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  Arlington  Street 
Bridge  over  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad, 
Berkeley  Street  Bridge  over  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railroad,  Columbus  Avenue  Bridge  over 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  Clarendon 
Street  Bridge  over  the  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road, Dartmouth  Street  Bridge  over  the  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  Railroad,  Huntington  Avenue 
Bridge  over  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad, 
Boylston  Street  Bridge  over  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railroad,  Massachusetts  Avenue  Bridge 
over  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  Beacon 
Street  Bridge  over  the  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road, Brookline  Avenue  Bridge  over  the  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  Railroad,  West  Newton  Street 
Bridge  Over  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad.  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Bridge  over  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad,  Gainsborough  Street  Foot- 
br'dge,  Durham  Street  Footbridge,  Pollen 
Street  Footbridge  and  Irvington  Street  Foot- 
bridge, all  over  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad,  Beacon  Street  Bridge  over 
Muddy  river,  Summer  Street  Bridges  over 
A,  B  and  C  streets,  with  stairs  leading  there- 
from, and  Perkins  Street  Footbridge  in 
Charlestown. 

I  have  issued  instructions  to  the  foremen  and 
subforeimen  to  make  every  effort  possible  to 
comply  with  the  order  as  passed  by  the  City 
Council. 

Very   truly    yours,  * 

Thomas  H.  Sexton, 
Division    Engineer. 

Placed    on    file. 


REPAVING     ARCHDALE    ROAD. 

The  follow i-ne   was   received: 

City   of    Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    April    1,    1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen , — I   transmit  herewith   letter   from 
the     Commissioner    of    Public     Works    relative 
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tO   your   order   df   March    11,    1940,    concerning 
the   reloading  of   Arehdafle  road. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public   Works    Department, 

March    26,    1940. 
Mr.   William   T.   Doyle, 

Ghielf  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return  herewith  order 
in  City  Coonicil  thalt  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  resurface  with  smooth  pavement 
the  unfinished  end  of  Arohdale  road  and  to 
install  tar  sidewalks  on  same. 

Please  be  advised  that  Arehdale  road,  from 
South  street  to  Stony  brook,  will  be  submitted 
for  approval  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project  for  con- 
struction and  the  installation  of  tar  side- 
walks between  the  above-named  limits  this 
year. 

Very   truly   yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed   on   file. 


WILLIAM  CARTER  PLAYGROUND. 
WARD    9. 

The  following   was   received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office   of  the  Mayor,   April    1,    1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Genltiemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
Williaim  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners,  relative  to  your  order  of 
March  11.  1940,  concerning  the  William  Carter 
Playgixrand,  Ward  9. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  March  20,  1940. 
William   T.   Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of 
March  18.  with  inclosure,  order  of  the  City 
Council  concerning  the  preparing  and  pre- 
senting a  W.  P.  A.  project  for  the  complete 
imiproveimenlt  of  the  William  Carter  Play- 
ground. 

Please  be  informed  that  an  investigation  of 
conditions  on  this  playground  will  be  made  by 
oulr  engineers  just  as  soon  as  the  snow  which 
is    piled   there   disappears. 

Very   truly   yours, 
William  P.  Long,   Chairman. 
Placed    on    file. 


BASEBALL     DIAMOND,     SOUTH     BOSTON. 
The  following   was   received  : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office   of  the   Mayor,   April    1.    1910. 
TO    the    City    Council. 

Genltiemen, — I  tramsmit  herewith  letter  from 
Williaim  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Park  CoTnimissioners,  relative  to  your  order  of 
March  11.  1940,  concerning  the  installation  of 
a  baseball  diamond  on  the  grounds  adjacent 
to  the   Aquarium,   South   Boston. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  March  20,   1940. 
William   T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of 
March  18,  with  inclosnire,  order  of  the  City 
Council  concerning  tJhe  making  of  a  baseball 
diamond  on  the  grounds  adjacent  to  the 
Aquarnim.  South  Boston,  the  work  to  be  done 
as  a  W.  P.   A.  project. 

Please  be  informed  that  the  matter  will  he 
looked   into  and  the  amount  of  the  city's  con- 


tribution   toward    a    project    of    this    kind    de- 
termined.    Investigation  will  start  immediately. 
Very    truly    yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed    on    file. 


MARINE    PARK    IMPROVEMENTS,    SOUTH 
BOSTON. 

I.i.    following   was   received: 

City   of    Boston, 
Office   of   the  Mayor,   April    1,   1940. 
To     bhe    City    Council. 

men. — I    transmit   herewith    letter   from 

William    P.    Long,    chairman   of    the    Board    of 

Park   Commissioners,  relative  to  your  order  of 

i  11,  1940,  concerning  Marine  Park,  South 

Boston. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,    Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Park  Department,  March  20,  1940. 
William   T.   Doyle, 

Chief   Clerk,   Mayor's    Office. 
Dear     Sir. — I     have     your     memorandum     of 
i    IS.    with    inclosure,    order    of    the    City 
Council      concerning      the      submitting      of      a 
W.    P.    A.    project   for    reseeding   the   grounds, 
repairing    the    dilapidated    bandstand,    etc.,    at 
no    Park,     South     Boston. 
Please   be    informed    that    a    project   of    this 
is      n.>w      in      Washington.        It     embodies 
the     order     from     the     Honorable 
iggests    and,    in    addition,    calls    for 
permanent  seats,  etc. 

Very    truly    yours, 
William   P.   Long,   Chairman. 
il   on   file. 


SIDEWALKS.   HAWTHORNE  STREET, 
WARD   19. 

The   following   was    received: 

City    of    Boston, 
Office   of  the  Mayor,   April    1,   1940. 
To    She    City    Council. 

men. — I    transmit    herewith    letter   from 

the     i  ioner    of     Public     Works     relative 

<f    March    11.    1940,    concerning 

'!'  n   of  tar   sidewalks  on   Hawthorne 

street.  Ward   19.   between  Sycamore  and   Heatli- 

Resfpectfully. 
Maurice   J.    Tobin.    Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
Public    Works    Department. 

March    26,    1940. 
Mr.    William    T.    Doyle. 

Chief    Clerk.    Mayor's    Office. 

Dear     Mr.    Doyle. — I     return    herewith    order 

in      Oity     Council      tint     the     Commissioner     of 

Public    Works    install     t.ir    sidewalks    on     Haw- 

■   street.  Ward    19.   between    Sycamore  and 

Heathcote   streets. 

he    advised     that     this    street    will    be 
submitted    on    a    W.    P.    A.    project    for    the   in- 
stallation   of   far  s;de-walks    this    year. 
Very   truly    yours, 

George  G.  Hyland. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed    on    file. 


REPAVEMENT  OF  WARD  13  STREETS. 

The  following  was   received  : 

City   of    Boston. 
Office   of  the  Mayor.   April    1.    1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relative 
to  your  order  of  March  11.  1940.  concerning 
the  repavement  of  Downer  avenue  and  Mavfield 
street.   Ward    13. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,    Mayor. 
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City   of    Boston, 
Public    Works   Department, 

March    26,    1940. 
Mr.   William   T.   Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — 1  return  herewith  order 
in  City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  repave  with  smooth  pavement 
the  following  streets  in  Ward  13  as  W.  P.  A. 
P'rojects :      Downer    avenue,    Mayfield    street. 

Relative  to  Downer  avenue,  please  be  ad- 
vised that,  upon  investigation,  I  find  that  there 
is  no  immediate  need  of  the  reconstruction  of 
this   street  this  year. 

In  regard  to  Mayfield  street,  this  will  ad- 
vise you  that  this  street  will  be  submitted  for 
approval  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project  for  recon- 
struction this  year. 

Very    truly    yours, 

George    G.    Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public   Works. 
Placed    on    file. 


PLAYGROUND   SUPERVISION  AND   CARE. 
The   following   was   received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of   the   Mayor,   April   1,    1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  tramsimdt  herewith  letter  from 
Williaim  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Park  Comimiis&iioinevs,  relative  to  your  order  of 
March  11,  1940,  concerning  playground  super- 
vision and  care. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,    Mayor. 

Oity  of.  Boston, 
Park  Department,  March  20,  1940. 
William   T.   Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  youir  memorandum  of 
JVLareh  18,  with  inclosure,  order  of  the  City 
Council  concerning  making  an  immediate  and 
intensive  study  into  the  matter  of  playground 
supervision  and  care,  with  a  view  to  request- 
ing a  much  larger  W.  P.  A.  quota  of  personnel 
and  funds  in  order  to  adequately  direct  the 
various   'activities. 

Please  be  assured  that  every  consideration 
will    be    given    the    request. 

We  have  at  the  present  time  113  men  and 
34  girls  working  under  the  W.  P.  A.  on  our 
playgrounds  besides  our  Park  Department 
regular  emiployees,  numbering  about  20,  which 
is  a   fair  organization. 

Very     truly     yours, 
William  P.  Lono,  Chairman. 
Placed    on    file. 


RESURFACING  LEICESTER  STREET, 
WARD    22. 
The  following   was   received  : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    April  1,    1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Genltleimen, — I  trainsmait  herewith  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relative 
to  your  order  of  March  4,  1940,  concerning 
the  resurfacing  of  Leicester  street,  Ward  22, 
under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  Of  construction. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,    Mayor.  • 

City    of    Boston, 
Public    Works    Department, 

March    19,    1940. 
Mr.   William   T.   Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return  herewith  order 
in  City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  resurface  with  smooth  paving 
Leicester  street.  Ward  22  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
tyroe   of    construction. 

Please   be    advised    that    this    street    has    been 
submitted    for  approval   on   a   W.   P.   A.   project 
for   reconstruction    this   year. 
Very   truly   yours, 

George    G.    Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public   Works. 
Placed    on    file. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred    to    the    committees    named,    viz. : 

Claims. 

Patrick  J.  Connolly,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of    duty. 

Ethel  G.  Downing,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Rrotm- 
field    and    Province    streets. 

Economy  Grocery  Stores  Corporation,  for 
refund    on    awning    permits. 

Robert  H.  Finn,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age   to    ear    by    Ladder    Truck    24. 

John  T.  Gibbons,  for  compensation  for  in- 
j nines  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Dor- 
chester   High    School    for    Boys. 

Samuel  Gross,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  167  O  street,  caused  by 
backing   up    of   sewage. 

Sidney  J.  Hegarty,  for  compensation  for 
damage   to   car    by   city    truck. 

Antonio  Laquidora,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  267  Roslindale  avenue, 
caused   by   blocked   sewer. 

Francis  P.  McGloin  et  al.,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  property,  Spaulding 
street,     Jamaica    Plain,    by    snowplow. 

A.  Montellite,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age   to    oar    by    city    car. 

Arthur  Pepin,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age   to    oar    by    city    truck. 

Julian  M.  Pulsifer,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  clothing  caused  by  an  alleged 
defect     in     City    Hall    Annex. 

William  B.  Rowe,  for  refund  on  building 
permit. 

Walter  and  Catherine  Thornton,  for  com- 
pensation  for   injuries   caused  by   city   truck. 

Mary  Wedge,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused    by    city    truck. 

Morris  Zimmerman,  for  compensation  for 
damage    to    car    by   city    truck. 

Executive. 
Petition      of      Kat'herine     L.      Haviland     for 
children    under   fifteen   years   of   age  to   appear 
at    Jordan     Hall,    April     14. 

Licenses. 
Petition    of    Kendall    Goodwin,    for    a    drive- 
way   opening   at   719    Washington   street,    Dor- 
chester. 


BOND    OF    BOSTON    AMERICAN    LEAGUE 
BASEBALL     COMPANY. 

The  bond  of  the  Boston  American  League 
Baseball  Company  for  Sunday  sports  at  Fen- 
way   Park    was    received    and    approved. 


.APPOINTMENT     OF      THOMAS     A.     FITZ- 
GERALD. 

Notice  .was  received  from  the  Mayor  of 
appointment  of  Thomas  A.  Fitzgerald  of  3 
Arundel  park,  Dorchester,  to  .be  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  for  term 
ending  with  first  Monday  in  January,  1943. 
-     Placed    on    file.  -      -; 


FINANCE     COMMISSION     REPORT    RE 
SNOW   REMOVAL. 

The    following    was    received: 
City  of   -Boston. 
Finance    Commission,    March    27,    1940. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  Finance  Commission  has 
'!'  rotted  considerable  time  in  the  past  month 
to  . assembling  the  facts  relating  to  the  work 
performed  by  the  city's'  agencies  in  the  grave 
situation  brought -about  by  the  St.  Valentine's 
Day  snowstorm.  The  inconvenience  suffered 
for  days  following  that  storm  by  people  all 
over  the  city  in  their  efforts  to  carry  on  their 
ordinary  business  was  greater  than  that  caused 
by   the   hurricane  of   1938.     Before  this  storm, 
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few  would  have  believed  that  any  snowstorm 
likely  to  visit  Boston  could  so  paralyze  busi- 
ness. The  cost  of  plowing  and  removing 
the  snow  which  fell  in  that  stoirm  and  in 
the  one  which  immediiatley  followed  it  set 
a  new  high  record.  The  magnitude  of  that 
cost    has    shocked    the    community. 

The  stories  circulated,  however  unjustifiable, 
of  inefficiency  and  mismanagement  in  the 
execution  of  the  work  have  spread  afar  and 
have  injured  the  reputation  of  the  city  and 
of  the  city  officials  entrusted  with  responsi- 
bility   in   administration   of   public  service. 

In  this  situation  the  Finance  Commission 
concluded  that  an  unprejudiced  review,  first, 
of  the  condiiitiioins  which  confronted  the  city 
during  the  storm  and  as  a  result  of  tlhe 
storm ;  secondly,  of  the  preparation  of  the 
city  for  keeping  the  streets  open  to  traffic 
under  'the  circumstances  existing  ;  and  thirdly, 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  city  coped  with 
the  conditions,  was  necessary  and  would  be 
of  general  public  interest.  Naturally,  the 
motive  of  the  commission  was  to  find  out 
whether  or  not  there  was  anything  in  the 
experience  of  tlhe  city  in  this  situation  which 
would  suggest  improvement  in  the  methods 
employed  to  meet  the  next  emergency  of  its 
kind. 

In  order  properly  to  appraise  the  city's 
work,  it  is  necessary  to  understand  the 
weather  conditions  attendant  upon  the  pro- 
gress of  the  storm  over  the  city  exactly  as  they 
developed  from  hour  to  hour.  Most  people 
who  were  in  or  near  Boston  while  it  raged 
have  impressions,  more  or  less  destinct,  of 
what  the  actual  conditions  were.  It  is  con- 
ceivable, however,  that  many  of  tlhese  im- 
pressions might  be  at  variance.  Yet  all  will 
agree  that  the  conditions  were  so  severe  that 
mlost  people  sought  shelter  as  speedily  as 
possible.  Only  those  whose  duty  it.  was  to 
do  so  stopped  to  make  careful  note  of  the 
important  features  of  the  storm,  or  to  give 
any  attention  to  the  measure  necessary  to 
prevent  long  paralysis  of  business  caused  by 
the   volume   of    snow   on    the   streets. 

1.     Description    of    the    Storm. 

The  commission  has  obtained  from  the  local 
office  of  the  United  States  Weather  Bureau 
the  official  record  of  the  weather  for  the  period 
within  which  the  storm  was  developing  and 
was  passing  over  this  section.  This  record 
shows  a  light  snowfall  in  the  early  hours 
of  February  10,  but  rain  and  higher  tem- 
perature in  the  later  hours  of  that  day  removed 
all  trace  of  it.  On  February  12  and  13  there 
was  no  snowfall.  Consequently,  when  the  big 
storm  started,  the  ground  in  Boston  was  bare. 

On  the  night  of  February  13  at  10.30  p.  m. 
the  United  States  Weather  Bureau  gave  notice 
of  "storm  warnings  from  Boston  to  the  Dela- 
ware Breakwater."  At  that  time  the  dis- 
turbance which  later  became  our  snow- 
storm was  centered  over  northeastern  Tennes- 
see, moving  rapidly  east  by  northeast.  The 
official  report  stated  that  the  winds  would 
reach  gale  force  during  the  night  of  the  13th 
or  the  morning  nf  the  14th,  but  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  14th  would  be  back  to  north  and 
northwest.  This  would  naturally  lead  to 
the  osumption  that  the  storm  would  be  over 
by   nightfall   of   the   14th. 

The  next  official  bulletin  from  the  Weather 
Bureau  relating  to  this  stoirm  came  on  the 
morning   of   the    14th    at    8    a.    m.     It   read: 

"New  England  storm  warnings,  8  a.  m., 
north  of  Boston  to  Eastport,  Maine.  A 
storm  of  marked  intensity  centered  over 
western  Virginia  at  4.30  a.  m.  and  moving 
east  or  northeast  will  be  attended  by  strong 
shifting     winds     reaching     gale     force    today." 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  neither  of  these 
storm  warnings  was  there  mention  of  snow- 
fall. 

In  the  early  morning  of  the  14>tih  the 
5-mile-an-ihour  wind  blowing  at  1  a.  m.  gradu- 
ally increased  to  13  miles  an  hour  at  6  a.  m. 
Thereafter  velocity  became  hourly  greater. 
The  gale  promised  by  the  Weather  Bureau  at 
10.30  p.  m.  on  the  13th  had  arrived  over 
Boston    by    noon    of   the    14th. 


There  were  traces  of  (precipitation  between 
lam.  and  8  a.  m.  of  the  14th.  These 
traces  then  disappeared  and  it  was  not  until 
after  1  p.  in.  that  new  traces  began  to 
appear.  Meanwhile  the  wind  had  increased 
in  velocity  to  approximately  40  miles  an 
hour.  After  3  p.  m.  the  wind  continued 
to  increase.  The  temperature  dropped  several 
degrees  below  the  freezing  point.  What  had 
been  a  mixture  of  light  rain,  hail  and  snow 
between  1  p.  m.  and  3  p.  m.,  which  froze 
as  it  fell  and  gave  the  ground  a  coating  of 
ice  making  automobile  driving  difficult  and 
hazardous,  turned  to  wet  snow  at  mid-after- 
noon and  was  driven  by  the  force  of  a  40-<to- 
55-mile-an4iour  gale  into  snowbanks  and  drifts. 

The  force  of  the  wind  cleared  the  snow 
from  the  roofs  and  deposited  it  on  sidewalks 
and  streets,  thus  adding  to  the  volume  to 
be  cleared.  It  drove  the  snow  under  the 
hoods  of  automobiles  iparked  on  the  streets, 
ruining  ignition  systems  and  forcing  tempo- 
rary abandonment  of  a  surprisingly  large 
number  of  cars  all  over  the  city.  Meanwhile 
snow  piled  up  around  the  stalled  cars,  im- 
mobilizing them  wherever  they  happened  to 
be,  from  Wednesday  afternoon  until  Thurs- 
day night  and  Friday  morning.  The  large 
number  of  stalled  cars  and  the  spots  in  which 
they  were  located  made  effective  plowing 
impossible  and  made  even  the  carting  of 
shoveled  snow  to  dumps  a  very  slow  process. 
Trucks  and  plows  brought  into  the  city  to 
help  clear  out  the  snow  became  obstacles  in 
the  path  of  other  plows  and  trucks  sum- 
moned   to    aid    in    the    work. 

Examining  the  official  record  closely,  it 
appears  that  the  precipitation  between  1  p.  m. 
and  3  p.  m.  of  the  14th  was  too  light  to 
measure.  Between  3  and  4  o'clock  the  volume 
of  this  precipitation  increased  very  substan- 
tially. Yet  even  at  that  time,  according  to 
a  forecast  by  the  Weather  Bureau  to  the  city 
officials,  the  prospect  was  of  only  four  or 
five    inches    of    snow. 

However,  the  volume  of  falling  snow  con- 
tinued to  increase  from  3  p.  m.  to  11  p.  m. 
of  the  14th.  The  wind  continued  to  blow 
at  practically  gale  force  until  well  after  day- 
light of  the  15th,  but  at  midnight  the  rate 
of  snowfall  began  to  decrease  and  precipita- 
tion   ceased    entirely    at    about    7    a.    m. 

As  indicating  the  speed  at  which  the  snow 
fell,  and  that  it  came  mostly  after  nightfall 
on  the  14th,  the  official  record  shows  that 
at  7.30  p.  m.  on  that  day  there  were  only 
three  inches  of  snow  on  the  ground.  Yet 
between  midnight  of  the  13th  and  midnight 
of  the  14th  the  total  fall  of  snow  was  10.6 
inches.  This  means  that  in  the  four-and- 
one-half  hours  between  7.30  p.  m.  and  mid- 
night of  the  14th  more  than  seven  inches 
of    snow    fell. 

The  three  inches  of  snow  already  covering 
the  ground  at  7.30  p.  m.  augmented  by  the 
snow  from  the  roofs  was  driven  by  the  tre- 
mendous wind  around  and  about  obstacles 
in  the  streets  which  offered  any  resistance. 
As  a  result  the  drifts  were  far  deeper  than 
three  inches.  In  fact,  the  force  of  the  gale 
was  constantly  shifting  the  snow  from  one 
place  to  another.  It  would  no  sooner  be 
cleared  from  a  particular  spot  either  by  the 
city's  efforts  or  the  vagaries  of  the  wind 
when   the  same  spot  would  be  filled  up   again. 

The  description  of  the  conditions  recorded 
by  the  Weather  Bureau  officially  gives  a 
fairly  adequate  picture  of  the  situation  gener- 
ally in  the  city.  That  description,  as  taken 
from  the  weather  record  of  the   14th,   follows : 

"The  light  flurries  which  occurred  before 
3  p.  m.  caused  no  unusual  conditions.  After 
that  time  there  was  rapid  accumulation  of 
snow,  Which  with  the  aid  of  high  winds  of 
gale  force,  drifted  badly  and  caused  increas- 
ingly hazardous  travel  for  both  pedestrians 
and  motorists.  Shortly  after  5  p.  m,  the 
snow  had  accumulated  to  such  depth  that 
many  cars  could  make  no  headway  because 
of  'bad  traffic  tangles.  Thousands  of  motor- 
ists were  forced  to  abandon  cars  where 
stopped  by  drifts.  In  various  sections  of 
the  city  street  cars  were  derailed.  After 
10    p.    m.    suburban    trains   were   discontinued. 
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Surface  oars  bad  been  stopped  and  bus  lines 
could  not  proceed.  A  group  of  thousands  of 
stranded  travelers,  many  of  whom  had  at- 
tended the  ice  show  at  the  Boston  Garden, 
were  forced  to  spend  the  might  at  North 
Station.  The  high  winds  which  exceeded 
50  miles  per  hour  during  the  early  evening 
caused  blinding  conditions  and  extreme  dis- 
comfort  to  those  outside." 

How  the  Work  Was  Planned. 

Snow  removal  service  as  undertaken-  in 
recent  years  is  divided  into  two  types  o£ 
work,  the  plowing  of  streets  and  the  actual 
removal  of  snow  by  city  force  and  by  con- 
tractors. 

(a.)     Plowing. 

In  preparation  for  the  work  of  plowing, 
it  has  been  customary  for  the  city  in  the 
late  fall  of  each  year  to  make  up  a  list 
of  contractors  to  whom  city^owned  plow  blades 
are  furnished  for  attachment  to  trucks.  Plow- 
ing routes  are  established  and  each  contractor 
who  has  been  furnished  a  city  plow  is  assigned 
a  particular  route.  Contractors  thus  equipped 
and  organized  begin  their  work  on  telephoned 
notice  relayed  from  the  Public  Works  De- 
partment. 

The  plowing  contractors,  therefore,  are 
told  when  to  begin  and  when  to  stop,  and 
exactly  what  routes  to  follow  while  at  work< 
As  a  rule,  because  of  the  necessity  of  keeping 
the  cost  of  such  work  as  low  as  possible, 
the  city  makes  a  practice  of  not  calling  out 
the  contractors  until  it  is  manifest  that  a 
substantial  snowfall  is  in  prospect.  Some- 
times this  policy,  as  in  the  St.  Valentine's 
Day  storm,  makes  the  task  more  difficult 
than    df   the    plowing    started    with    the    storm. 

Last  fall  the  plows  issued  to  contractors 
numbered  approximately  180.  The  routes 
designated  included  a  majority  of  the  resi- 
dential streets  of  the  city  and  all  the  shopping 
areas. 

Plowing  is  paid  for  in  accordance  with  a 
schedule  Of  hourly  rates  promulgated  by  the 
Pulblic    Works   Department. 

(lb.)     (Removal. 

In  planning  for  the  removal  of  snow  for 
the  winter  of  1939-40  the  city  outlined  eight 
districts.  Beginning  on  the  northern  side  of 
the  city  in  Charlesitown,  these  districts  in- 
cluded all  the  downtown  area,  thence  south- 
erly to  Roxbury,  and  westerly  to  Massachusetts 
avenue  Iby  way  of  Beacon  and  Boylston  streets. 
Proposals  for  snow  removal  in  each  district 
based  on  carefully  prepared  specifications  were 
Solicited  by  public  advertisement.  The  con- 
tracts were  awarded  by  districts  substantially 
to  the  lowest  bidder  after   public  competitao-n. 

It  is  a  requirement  of  the  agreement  made 
in  these  contracts  that  the  contractors  must 
provide  their  owin  dumps.  However,  the  city 
reserves  the  right  to  designate  other  dumps ; 
and  the  agreement  also  stipulates  that  the  city 
will  designate  the  areas  to  be  cleaned  in  each 
district  and  the  order  of  their  cleaning. 

Payment  is  made  on  a  basis  of  cubic  yardage 
delivered  at  a  dump  and  each  truck  is  care- 
fully measured  and  its  capacity  in  cubic  yards 
of  snow  when  loaded   computed. 

For  each  load  removed  the  contractor  is 
given  a  numbered  disk  at  the  loading  point. 
Tinas  is  exchanged  at  the  dump  for  a  ticket 
which  is  stamped  with  the  number  of  the  load. 
The  city's  duplicate  of  the  ticket  is  the  city's 
basdlc  record  of  snow   removed. 

The  present  system  of  accounting  for  loads 
seems  adequate  to  protect  the  city's  interests, 
if  the  instructions  given  to  the  large  number 
of  employees  who  operate  the  system  are  faith- 
fully followed. 

Because  of  the  insistence  of  the  business 
people  for  a  Cleaned  Washington  street  and 
a  cleaned  Tremlont  street  for  downtown  shop- 
ping and  other  business,  the  city  gives  special 
storm  service  along  these  highways.  Almost 
immediately  after  snow  begins  to  fall  in  any 
storm,  city  men  are  at  work  there.     When  they 


have  completed  their  work,  usually  Washington 
and  Tramont  streets  and  most  of  the  connect- 
streets  are  as  bare  of  snow  as  in  midsummer. 

How  ,the  Work  Was  Performed. 

When  it  became  manifest  at  about  4  p.  m., 
on  February  14  that  the  snowfall  would  re- 
quire more  than  the  minimum  effort  of  re- 
moval, instructions  were  given  to  the  con- 
tractors to  start  plowing  at  7  p.  m.  Because 
the  best  information  available  at  4  p.  m.  was 
that  there  would  be  only  four  or  five  inches 
of  snow,  these  instructions  canmolt  in  the  light 
of  subsequent  events  be  criticized  as  being 
inadequate. 

Soon  after  that  order  was  issued,  the  con- 
dit.ons  caused1  by  the  driving  wind  became 
much  worse  than  was  anticipalted.  Drifts 
hiaid  already  formed  by  6  p.  m.  and  automobiles- 
and  trolleys  became  stalled  all  over  the  city. 
When  the  contractors  tried  to  comply  with 
the  order  to  begin  plowing  at  7  p.  m.  many 
were  unable  to  reach  their  designated  routes, 
and  those  who  could  soon  became  stalled  either 
in  or  behind  d-nilfts,  or  because  cars  abandoned 
along  the  highways  made  passage  impossible. 
Snowbanks-  and  drifts  were  -impenetrable  to 
any  but  budMozers  (caterpillar  tractors  with 
plow  blades  attached)  of  which  the  city  owns 
few,  and  was  unable  to  Obtain  more  dn  suffi- 
cient  quantity   for    several   days. 

As  a  result,  during  the  night  of  the  14th 
while  the  storm  raged  and  all  through  the 
15th  and  16th  plowing  was  practically  at  a 
standstill. 

When  the  difficulties  confronting  sipeedy 
clearance  were  properly  appreciated  by  itbe 
Public  Works  officials  they  began  to  hunt  tor 
snow  removal  equipment  of  all  kinds.  Some 
large  plows  were  borrowed  from  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company.  The  State  sent 
in  a  few  bulldozers  when  equipment  could  be 
spared  from  the  task  of  clearing  state  high- 
ways. Contractor's  all  over  the  State  were 
urged  to  send  trucks,  plows  and  snow-loaders 
into  Boston.  However,  contractors'  equipment 
was  in  great  demand  elsewhere  as  well  as  in 
'Boston,  and  because  of  this  and  difficulties  in 
transit,  days  elapsed  before  the  city  could 
c.Ltain   results  on  a  very  large  scale. 

Meanwhile  in  the  business  centers  the  city 
reported  to  band  removal  of  snow.  The  quotas 
of  30  to  40  men  usually  hired  by  each  district 
-foreman  and  the  300  normally  furnished  for 
work  in  the  downtown  area  were  early  deemed 
to  be  inadequate.  The  Pulblic  Works  Com- 
missioner went  on  the  radio  and  Invited  all 
able-bodied  men  with  shovels  to  report  to 
the  nearest  city  yard.  As  a  result,  an  av- 
alanche of  men,  almost  as  hard  to  handle  as 
the  snow  itself,  descended  suddenly  upon  City 
Hall  and  the  various  city  yards  ■where  foremen 
and  inspectors  were  trying  to  get  the  removal 
of  snow  under  way.  , 

The  employment  of  this  extra  help  and 
equipment  was  attended  by  the  greatest  con- 
fusion. In  many  instances,  the  hiring  was 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  city  officials 
ordinarily  delegated  to  that  task.  Members 
■  if  the  City  Council,  members  of  the  Legislature 
and  others  influential  in  political  organizations 
greatly  impeded  the  work  of  the  regular  city 
executives.  They  frequently  tried  to  designate 
the  men  to  be  hired  for  shovelling,  the  equip- 
ment to  be  hired  for  removal,  and  the  in- 
spectors and  supervisors  to  be  hired  for  direc- 
tion  of   the  work. 

It  is  difficult  adequately  to  describe  the 
excitement  at  the  various  places  where  the  hir- 
ing was  done.  The  first  in  line  were  jammed 
against  whatever  stood  between  the  hiring 
officials  and  the  crowds  clamoring  for  jobs : 
many  were  trampled  upon  ;  much  damage  was 
done  to  city  property.  At  one  city  yard  a 
ladder  was  raised  against  a  building  and  en- 
trance gained  through  broken  windows  by  men 
who  came  late,  and  who  were  fearful  that  all 
the  jobs  would  'be  given  out  before  their  turn 
came.  An  exipensive  ventilattor  was  partly 
ripped  off  the  roof  of  one  building  in  order 
to  force  an  entrance ;  men  leaped  through 
skylights,   windows  and   doors   were  forced   and 
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often  broken  to  kindling  wood;  in  some  in- 
stances, paving  Mocks  were  hurled  through 
windows',  while  clerks  within  were  trying  to 
register    men. 

Approximately  5,000  men  were  already  hired 
by  noon  of  the  15th  when  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner  went  on  the  air  to  coll  for  more. 
Almost  10,000  more  responded.  One  half  the 
men  reported  with  shovels,  the  other  half  with- 
out shovels,  and  the  city  had  to  buy  shovels  by 
the  thousands  to  equip  them.  Once  in  pos- 
session of  buttons  identifying  them 
as  city  workers,  many  of  the  hired  men 
tried  to  sell  the  shovels  which  were  supplied 
to  them  to  people  on  the  street,  to  store- 
keepers, and  to  householders.  Many  city 
officials  have  complained  that  politicians  seek- 
ing special  consideration  for  their  friends 
and  constituents  delayed  and  handicapped  them 
seriously  in  their  efforts  to  organize  a  force 
and   to   direct   the   work   of   removal. 

As  men  were  hired,  they  were  instructed 
to  report  to  particular  locations  for  shovel- 
ing. Many  of  them  reported  Where  instructed 
to  and  then  disappeared.  In  some  instances 
miniature  race  riots  occurred  when  persons 
of  one  nationality  started  to  work  in  _  a  sec- 
tion in  which  persons  of  another  nationality 
predominated.  Because  all  the  regular  city 
employees  whose  ordinary  work  qualifies  them 
for  supervision  of  snow  removal  work  were 
rushed  into  the  contract  districts  to  supervise 
and  check  the  contractors,  there  were  none 
left  to  take  charge  of  the  gangs  hired  by  the 
city.  It  was  necessary  to  take  individuals 
out  of  each  of  these  gangs  and  impose  on 
them  the  duty  of  directing  the  work  of  re- 
moval, and  of  supervising  and  checking 
snow  shovelers  and  hired  trucks.  Many  of 
these  emergency  supervisors  lacked  experience 
and,  therefore,  were  unable  to  supply  intelli- 
gent  direction. 

Because  of  the  scarcity  of  equipment  avail- 
able in  the  first  forty-eight  hours  after  the 
storm,  hundreds  of  men  already  under  pay 
at  $21  cents  per  hour  were  idle  while  wait- 
ing for  trucks  into  which  they  might  shovel 
snow.  Many  loafed  on  their  shovels  even 
when  equipment  was  available.  There  were 
so  many  men  hired  and  so  little  organized 
direction  of  them,  and  the  gangs,  in  many 
places,  were  so  large,  that  shovelers  were 
constantly  in  each  other's  way.  In  one  in- 
stance the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
found  300  men  accomplishing  so  little  that 
he  ordered  them  immediately  discharged.  On 
another  occasion  approximately  100  were 
discharged  for  the  same  reason  by  another 
city  official.  The  city  received  little  or  no 
services  for  many  thousands  of  dollars  paid 
out  in  wages  When,  or  because,  the  few  trucks 
available  for  carting  the  shoveled  snow  away 
became  stalled  in  transit,  or,  as  happened  in 
many  places,  were  unable  to  move  from  the 
spot    in    which    they    were    loaded. 

There  was  confusion  about  dumping  places. 
Removal  had  been  in  progress  for  many  hours 
before  many  of  the  dumps  became  accessible 
to  loaded  trucks.  The  drifts  and  the  stalled 
automobiles  and  the  traffic  pouring  into  the 
city,  despite  the  condition  of  the  6treets, 
clogged  the  roads  to  dumps.  At  one  time 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  sixteen  trucks 
loaded  with  snow  were  stalled  along  the 
approaches  to  the  big  dump  on  Dorchester 
avenue    near    the    South    Station. 

An  illustration  of  the  incapacity  of  many 
of  the  emergency  foremen  or  supervisors  was 
furnished  in  on  incident  in  Post  Office  square. 
More  than  100  men  waited  for  a  truck  into 
which  they  might  shovel  snow  while  a  truck 
loaded  with  shovels  was  parked  among  them. 
The  shovels  on  the  truck  were  intended  for 
another  gang  of  shoveling  recruits.  The  fore- 
man in  charge  believed  he  must  wait  until  the 
new  recruits  came  to  release  the  truck 
for   snow   removal. 

The  following  table  showing  the  daily  num- 
ber of  men  employed  and  the  ratio  of  men 
to  trucks  furnishes  striking  evidence  of  the 
over-supply  of  man-power  in  the  early  days 
of   the   storm. 


Date. 


C   i~   & 


Feb.  15. . 
16.. 
17.. 
18.. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
March    1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


2*' 


(Si 


0. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 


195 

9,663 

49.5 

387 

10,681 

27.5 

361 

11,858 

32.8 

388 

10,454 

26.9 

442 

5,009 

11.3 

301 

4,387 

12.1 

415 

4,731 

11.4 

431 

4,194 

9.7 

268 

1,517 

5.6 

320 

2,320 

7.2 

317 

2,016 

6.3 

140 

907 

6.4 

130 

942 

7.2 

,_„, 

992 

7.6 

102 

964 

9.4 

103 

1,048 

10.1 

108 

1,160 

10.7 

101 

552 

5.4 

117 

1,070 

9.1 

116 

1,112 

9.5 

136 

1,128 

8.2 

7 

26 

3.7 

7 

53 

7.5 

7 

53 

7.5 

7 

53 

7.5 

7 

53 

7.5 

The  proportion  of  twenty-five  men  or  over 
to  a  truck  does  not  tell  the  full  story.  For 
the  first  four  days  following  the  storm,  trucks 
moved  slowly.  Of  the  time  consumed  in  a 
round  trip  between  50  per  cent  and  70  per 
cent  was  spent  in  transit.  During  this  time 
the  shovelers  drifted  to  other  trucks  in  process 
of  being  loaded  with  the  result  that  each  truck 
was  surrounded  by  a  swarm  of  men.  Only  a 
small  proportion  of  them  could  get  near 
enough  to  shovel  snow  into  the  truck,  and  the 
others  stood  idle  or  vaguely  shoveled  snow 
into  piles  in  the  hope  that  it  could  thereby 
be  loaded  on  the  next  truck  with  a  slightly 
increased    efficiency. 

In  the  downtown  area,  the  city  spent 
$186,000  for  emergency  shovelers  and  ap- 
proximately $22,000  for  emergency  equip- 
ment (trucks  and  snow-loaders).  From  State 
street  to  Essex  street  is  a  contractor's  dis- 
trict, and  the  city's  emergency  shovelers 
merely  supplementd  the  contractor's  work  by 
caring  for  Washington  and  Tremont  streets 
and  some  of  the  streets  between,  and  places 
like  Post  Office  square,  Scollary  square  and 
Dewey    square. 

The  expenditure  of  $208,000  in  the  down- 
town area  for  emergency  men  and  emergency 
equipment,  which  is  only  approximately  half 
the  actual  cost  when  regular  service  costs 
are  added,  stands  in  bold  contract  to  a  total 
cost  of  $289,000  paid  to  contractors  in  the 
eight    contract    districts. 
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The  cost  of  removal  per  yard  by  the  city 
forces  is  not  obtainable,  because  no  record 
was  kept  of  the  yardage  of  enow  removed. 
Estimates  of  the  cost  run  all  the  way  from 
$2  per  yard  to  as  high  as  $25.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  some  yardage  removed  cost  even 
higher.  The  rate  paid  to  contractors  aver- 
aged   40   cents   per   yard. 

Contract   Removal. 

There  was  no  such  confusion  in  snow  clear- 
ance in  the  districts  where  the  work  was 
performed  by  contractors.  The  contractors 
worked  efficiently  and  the  cost  per  yard  was 
but  a  fraction  of  the  cost  in  those  places 
which  tthe  city  undertook  to  clear  with  its 
own    hastily   mobilized    force. 

Contractors  are  paid  per  cubic  yard  of 
snow  removed.  Consequently,  they  make  more 
profit  if  their  men  work  speedily.  They  re- 
quire fewer  men  and  units  of  equipment  than 
the  city  itself.  Also,  it  is  to  their  advantage 
to  remove  the  snow  before  it  hardens.  Gen- 
erally contractors  relied  on  mechanical  enow- 
loaders,  using  only  enough  hand-<power  to 
feed  the  machines.  Where  a  contractor  is 
paid  according  to  the  yardage  removed,  his 
trucks  do  not  loaf  en  route  to  dumps  and 
his    men    are    adequately    directed    and    super- 


vised. The  prices  for  contract  removal  neces- 
sitate capable  and  efficient  handling  of  the 
work. 

In  some  instances  it  was  found  that  loads 
brought  to  the  dumps  by  contractors  were 
■not  all  they  should  be.  The  tailboards  of  the 
trucks  were  missing  or  the  trucks  were  only 
partly  loaded.  Complaint  of  this  shortcoming 
brought  speedy  remedy.  Inspectors  refused 
credit    foir    such    loads. 

The  city's  system  of  counting  and  meas- 
uring loads  was  adequately  manned.  It  is 
difficult  to  defeat  the  purpose  of  the  system 
because  of  the  various  cross-checking  steps 
contained    in    it. 

In  contrast  with  what  was  happening  in 
areas  where  the  city's  emergency  force  was 
at  work,  it  was  noticed  in  contract  districts 
where  hand  shoveling  was  the  method  em- 
ployed that  an  average  of  seven  or  eight 
men  to  a  track  sufficed,  not  the  thirty  or 
forty    or    fifty    used    by    the   city. 

The  contractors  who  had  obtained  the  awards 
in  the  December  competition  were  seven  in 
number,  one  contractor  being  given  two  dis- 
tricts. 

The  contractors,  the  amount  of  snow  they 
removed,  and  the  amount  paid  to  them  for 
their  work  are  disclosed  in  the  following  table : 


District. 


Contractor. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 
I 
8. 

5* 
t- 
t- 
1* 


Baker  &  Co 

Frank  J.  Jacobs  Company 

J.  J.  Callahan 

John  Deveney  &  Co.,  Inc 

Ward  General  Contracting  Company 

Edward  M.  Matz,  Inc 

Walter  Reed  Corporation 

J.  J.  Callahan. 

Coleman  Brothers  Corporation 

Albeit  P.  Dooley 

Joseph  P.  McCabe,  Inc 

C.  J.  Maney 

Total 


Approximate 
Yardage. 


Price 
Per  Yard. 


81,000 
65,000 
135,500 
131,556 
69,027 
74,400 
43,475 
16,198 
59,610 
11,385 
13,306 
14,500 


714,957 


$0  40 
44 
34 
42 
41 
44 
38 
43 
44 
43 
43 
40 


Approximate 
Payment. 


$32,400 

28,600 

40,070 

55,253 

28,301 

32,736 

10,520 

6,965 

26,228 

4,895 

5,721 

5,800 


$289,489 


*  .Supplementary  to  contractor  awarded  district  after  competitive  bidding, 
t  Assigned  outside  contract  districts. 


Early  in  the  work  of  removal  the  city  officials 
decided  that  the  regularly  designated  con- 
tractors would  need  help.  In  some  instances 
emergency  men  and  equipment  hired  by  the 
city  were  rushed  inlto  a  district  and  took  over 
portions  of  the  work.  In  four  other  instances, 
as  shown  in  the  foregoing  table,  other  con- 
tractors were  emiployed  on  an  emergency 
basis.  In  one  case  the  emergency  contractor 
declined  to  give  service  for  the  price  fixed  in 
the  earlier  award  of  the  contract  for  that 
district.  He  was  permitted  practically  to  fix 
his  own  price.  Later  the  Public  Works  offi- 
cials discovered  that  he  had  selected  an  area 
for  removal  which  had  not  been  assigned 
to  him.  It  was  very  handy  to  a  snow  dump 
which  permitted  speedy  unloading  of  snow, 
and  consequently  gave  opportunity  for  quick 
piling  up  of  yardage  removed.  When  the 
eitv  officials  discovered  that  this  contractor 
had  thus  taken  things  into  his  own  hands, 
his    employment    was    discontinued. 

The  best  estimate  obtainable  today  of  the 
cost  of  the  snoav  removal  service  occasioned 
by  the  St.  Valentine's  Day  storm  and  the  one 
which  irramedliately  followed  it  reveals  a  total 
expenditure  of  $1,094,965.  The  items  which 
mtake  uip  this  total  are  as  follows  : 


Emergency  men $483,297 

Hauling 150,000 

Plowing 130,000 

Contracts *  281,539 

Overtime 33,299 

Miscellaneous ! 16,830 

$1,094,965 


*  Does  nol  include  the  work  in  one  district  where 
the  prices  are  in  dispute.  The  cost  in  this  one 
district  will  add  approximately  $5,800  to  the 
total. 

It  must  not  be  taken  for  granted  that  this 
figure  pays  for  all  the  work  that  -was  per- 
formed. The  total  would  be  substantially  in- 
creased if  the  amount  paid  out  of  W.  P.  A. 
funds  could  be  obtained,  and  the  amount 
rtipresenltied  by  labor  furnished  by  welfare  re- 
c'.pients,  and  by  regular  city  employees  whos<" 
time  was  given  to  the  work  but  are  paid  out 
of    regular    department    appropriations. 

Conclusion. 
There  are  two   principal  causes   for  the  eulb- 
skin'lial    increase    in    the  cost   of    snow    removal 
by    the    city    in    the   past   decade.      The   first    is 
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that  since  the  automobile  came  into  general 
use  the  area  in  which  the  city  undertakes 
either  simply  to  plow  snow,  or  first  to  plow 
and  then  to  remove  the  snow,  -has  been  gradu- 
ally extended  year  by  year  until  now  it  in- 
cludes almost  avery  street  in  the  city  on  which 
people  live  or  carry  on  business.  The  second 
is  that  itlhe  remloval  of  snow,  as  distinct  from 
the  plolwing  of  snow,  is  now  on  such  a  lavish 
scale  that,  allowing  for  a  little  exaggeration, 
it  might  be  described  as  "polishing"  the  streets. 

In  quantity  and  in  quality,  therefore,  the 
service  is  now  -many  times  greater  than  what 
many  became  accustomed  to  "In  the  good,  old 
days."  City  officials  past  and  present  are 
not  wholly  to  blame  for  this  expansion  of  a 
service  which  is  very  expensive,  when  neces- 
sary. If  a  single  street  is  overlooked  in  the 
^plowing  or  if  drifted  snow  imlpedes  easy  move- 
ment of  traffic  in  any  street  for  twenty-four 
hours,  city  officials  will  hear  of  it  from  irate 
residents  or  shopkeepers  who  want  to  know 
why  such nand-sueh  a  street  was  plowed  or 
cleared    and    not   their   particular  street. 

Because  of  dieimands  following  almost  every 
gireat  storm  of  tihe  past — sometimes  by  indi- 
viduals of  prominence  socially  or  in  business, 
sometimes'  by  neighborhood  organizations,  and 
soimetiimes  by  public  officers  or  aspirants  to 
public  office — expansion  of  the  service  has 
taken  place  over  the  years  in  piecemeal 
fashion.  Apparently,  there  has  never  been  a 
serious  and  Scientific  study  of  the  question, 
"To  what  extent  will  the  city  give  service  in 
removal  of  snow?" 

In  the  "horse-and-buggy"  days  the  city  made 
a  practice  of  using  it®  own  street  or  Public 
Works  Department  force  for  partial  clearance 
of  snow  from  such  largely  traveled  arteries'  as 
Washington  and  Tremont  streets  between 
Scollay  square  and  Adams  square  on  the  north 
and  Boylston  and  Essex  streets  on  the  south  ; 
and  in  the  clearing  of  crossings,  many  public 
squares  and  the  area  in  front  of  public  build- 
ings. Occasionally,  also,  when  the  volume  of 
Isnow  on  the  ground  was  great  enough  to 
warrant  it,  the  regular  force  would  assist  in 
clearing  the  street  in  front  of  churches  and 
other  private  buildings  where  large  numbers 
of  people  congiregate  and  in  front  of  hospitals 
and   fire  stations. 

When  plowing  of  streets  began,  it  was  con- 
fined largely  to  the  main  arteries.  Horse- 
drawn  vehicles  were  slowed  up  by  snow,  but 
seldom  completely  stopped.  However,  since 
the  automobile  came  into  general  use,  home 
owners  who  feared  the  danger  of  fire  when 
sitreets  were  inaccessible  to  motor-driven  fire 
apparatus,  arid  many  who  found  it  difficult 
to  drive  their  automobiles  from  plowed  main 
arteries  to  their  dwellings  on  side  streets, 
eventually  forced  tihe  city  to  increase  the  scope 
of  its  plowing.  The  city  now  undertakes  to 
plow  all  streets. 

Partial  removal  of  snow  from  the  main 
thor'oughfares  downtown  had  its  beginning  in 
fairly  mlodern  times.  Now  complete  removal 
is  attempted  in  most  shopping  areas  and  on 
the  heavily   traveled   routes  to  shopping  areas. 

The  demands  of  the  work  eventually  out- 
stripped tihe  capacity  of  the  city's  regular 
forces.  It  become  necessary  to  divide  the 
areas  to  be  cleaned  into  districts,  and  to  give 
the  work  of  removal  to  contractors  selected 
in  public  competition .  The  current  method 
of  making  awards  of  these  contracts  is  not 
entirely    satisfactory. 

Whether  or  not  the  competition  is  entirely 
free  of  collusion  or  manipulation  is  a  matter 
of  doubt.  It  is  siignaficant  that  each  ad- 
ministration has  its  group  of  favored  con- 
tractors, which  usually  dominate  the  awards. 
Requirements  of  the  bidding,  such  as  that  each 
contractor  must  file  satisfactory  statements  of 
financial  condition  and  list  of  equipment 
available,  are  used  more  effectively  to  exclude 
certain  unprivileged  contractors  than  as 
guarantees  that  others  to  whom  contracts  are 
alwarded  are  capable  and  reliable. 

The  defect  in  public  competition  for  this 
partilelar  work  is  that  it  invites  contractors 
who  do  not  measure  up  to  the  standard  re- 
quired to  come  into  the  bidding,  many  of 
whoim   often    offer    prices    which    experts   know 


will  not  eMovi  for  cost  of  reliable  service  and 
fair  profit.  City  officials  hesitate  to  pass  over 
this  type  of  bidder  even  when  good  judgment 
would  dictate  it.  The  fear  of  the  public 
criticisim  which  might  follow  counts  for  more 
iwtth  them  than  tihe  fear  that  the  contractor 
cannot  g.ve  satisfactory  service  at  the  price 
offered. 

Nevertheless,  removal  of  snow  by  contract 
has  not  turned  out  badly.  The  city  does  not 
rely  too  heavily  on  the  honesty  of  snow  con- 
tractors. It  would  be  a  mistake  if  the  city 
did  rely  wholly  on  them.  A  few  years  ago 
the  finance  Commission  exposed  practices  by 
contractors  by  which  the  city  was  being 
mulcted  of  many  thousands  of  dollars  in  every 
snow  removal  emergency.  A  new  system  of 
measuring  the  snow  removed  has  been  de- 
veloped since  that  exposure.  After  carefully 
observing  its  workings,  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion agrees  with  the  Public  Works  Department 
officials  that  it  is  difficult  to  circumvent  the 
features  of  the  system  which  are  intended  to 
prevent   cheating  of   the  city. 

The  efficacy  of  the  system  was  tested  in  the 
February  storm  when  an  unidentified  group 
went  about  the  city  offering  to  sell  slugs  stolen 
from  a  city  yard  which  are  used  as  credits 
for  the  loads  removed.  A  Finance  Commission 
representative  was  informed  that  none  of  the 
contractors  would  buy  them  because  they  all 
knew  that  tihe  cross-checking  features  of  the 
system   would  detect   any  fraud. 

The  work  of  removal  in  the  contract  dis- 
tricts was  satisfactorily  speedy  and  efficient, 
and  the  cost  fair.  As  shown  previously  in  this 
report,  the  work  performed  by  the  city's 
emergency  force  was  inefficient  and  unjustifi- 
ably  expensive. 

It  is  doubtful  if  snow  removal  by  city  hired 
men  can  ever  attain  the  efficiency  of  the 
contract  removal  method.  The  officials  who 
have  direct  responsibility  in  this  work  have 
positive  conviction  that  contract  removal  is 
better   and    cheaper   for    the  city. 

A  large  force  of  snow  shovelers  hastily  mo- 
bilized by  the  city,  many  of  whom  are  in- 
terested more  in  the  amount  of  money  they 
can  obtain  for  their  time  than  in  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  purpose  for  which  they 
are  hired,  requires  close  supervision  and  in- 
telligent direction.  The  city  does  not 
carry  on  its  roster  of  employees  enough 
trained  supervisors  to  direct  all  the  work 
which  is  attempted  in  snow  clearance  by  men 
hired    by    the   city. 

Snow  shovelers  hired  in  an  emergency  for 
a  few  days'  or  nights'  work  cannot  be  con- 
trolled bv  city  bosses  as  well  as  when  em- 
ployed by  contractors.  Equipment  hired  by 
contractors  must  be  serviceable  and  must 
render  service  commensurate  with  its  cost. 
In  contrast,  much  of  the  equipment  hired  by 
the  city  proved  inefficient  or  inadequate  when 
put  to  the  test.  Contractors'  men  were  not 
found  hiding  in  lunchrooms  or  taverns  on 
time  for  which  they  were  being  paid.  Shirk- 
ing bv  men  hired  by  the  city  was  open  and 
flagrant.  Shovels  and  other  equipment  furn- 
ished at  the  expense  of  the  contractors  is 
carefully  checked  and  accounted  for  at  the 
end  of  each  day's  work.  The  city  lost  1.500 
shovels  in  the  first  few  days  of  the  emergency. 

The  experience  of  the  city,  therefore,  in 
this  storm  points  strongly  to  the  conclusion 
that  snow  clearance  will  cost  tihe  city  less 
and  be  most  efficient  if  the  actual  removal 
is  left  to  contractors.  So  long  as  contractors 
are  paid  for  yardage  removed,  and  so  long  as 
the  present  system  is  administered  with  its 
present  efficiency,  the  utmost  in  removal  will 
be  done  in  the  shortest  possible  time.  The 
task  of  the  city  will  be  simply  to  supervise  the 
contractors  and  check  their  accounts.  This 
the  city  can  do  satisfactorily  without  great 
extra    outlay. 

The  number  of  men  regularly  employed  in 
the  Public  Works  Department  who  have  had 
adequate  experience  in  snow  clearance  work 
is  being  constantly  reduced  because  of  the 
insistence  on  a  no-hiring  policy  in  instances 
where  positions  become  vacant  by  death,  pen- 
sion, resignation  or  the  like.  Contract  re- 
moval has,  therefore,  been  forced  on  the  city. 
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Whatever  be  the  method  of  removal  adopted, 
attention  must  be  given  to  working  out  a 
plan  to  restrict  automobile  traffic  in  storm 
emergencies.  The  hindrance  to  plowing  caused 
by  stalled  cars,  which  has  been  described  in 
the  earlier  part  of  this  report,  could  hardly 
have  been  prevented  in  this  particular  storm. 
It  furnishes,  however,  a  warning  as  to  what 
is  likely  to  happen  in  the  next  blizzard,  and 
to  what — if  adequate  storm  warning  can  be 
given — can    be    prevented    for    the    future. 

Marooned  automobiles,  however,  did  not 
give  the  snow  removal  forces  their  greatest 
difficulty.  As  previously  stated,  one  of  the 
main  reasons  for  the  abnormal  proportion  of 
idle  shovelers  observed  in  the  first  daye  after 
the  storm  was  the  delay  occasioned  in  the 
transit  of  the  trucks  to  and  from  dumps. 
Though  in  part  caused  by  the  failure  of  the 
Public  Works  Department  initially  to  clear 
the  streets  in  the  neighborhood  of,  and  leading 
to,  the  dumps,  this  delay  was  also  due  in 
large  part  to  a  steady  flow  of  automobiles 
and  trucks  over  the  single  lanes  in  those 
approaches  and  to  the  fact  that  cars  were 
freshly  parked  without  regard  to  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  situation  and  without  protest  along 
these  approaches.  A  striking  illustration  of 
the  difficulty  thus  caused  was  furnished  on 
the  Friday  afternoon  following  the  storm 
when  congestion  in  that  part  of  the  city 
between  Scollay  square  and  the  Oharlestown 
Bridge  forced  complete  cessation  of  snow 
removal  work  until  after  the  close  of  busi- 
ness   hours. 

Recommendations. 

The  Finance  Commission  recommends  as  a 
first  step  in  the  establishment  of  a  compre- 
hensive system  of  giving  required  service  in 
snow  emergencies,  that  the  Public  Works 
officials  divide  the  whole  city  into  districts ; 
and,  having  in  mind  how  much  the  city  can 
afford  to  spend  on  snow  removal,  that  it 
be  determined  to  what  extent  service  will  be 
rendered     in     each     district. 

Basing  opinion  on  ithe  defects  observed  in 
the  present  system  of  obtaining  bids,  the 
commission  recommends  that  the  contractors 
selected  and  the  prices  paid  be  determined 
after  careful  investigation  of  the  physical 
plant,  owned  or  available,  the  financial  re- 
sources and  the  reputation  for  efficiency  and 
fair  dealing  of  contractors  who  would  be 
considered    eligible. 

Since  snow  clearance  is  an  emergency,  the 
commission  recommends  that  full  advantage 
be  taken  of  the  entire  staff  of  city  empoyees  in 
developing  an  organization  which  will  pro- 
vide complete  service  as  required  in  any  storm. 
This  does  not  mean  that  every  employee  shall 
hold  himslf  or  herself  ready  for  shoveling 
duty.  There  are  many  other  types  of  tasks 
involved. 

Because  of  the  scandalous  conditions  which 
will  naturally  be  present  in  every  instance 
where  the  city  relies  on  a  large  force  re- 
cruitd  hastily  overnight  for  short  time  work, 
the  commission  recommends  that  removal  by 
contract  be  t)he  basis  of  plans  for  the  future. 
In  writing  contracts,  the  commission  recom- 
mends that  the  city  reserve  to  itself  the  right 
to  designate  the  dumping  places.  The  com- 
mission would  point  out  in  this  connection  that 
this  task  should  be  performed  before  the 
contracts    are    awarded. 

The  commission  recommends  that,  inasmuch 
as  speed  is  important  in  snow  removal,  care- 
ful study  be  made  of  the  possibilities  for 
dumping  in  each  district.  The  objective 
should  be  to  designate  dumps  which  can  be 
quickly    reached. 

The  commission  recommends  that  plans  be 
worked  out  in  detail  with  the  Traffic  Com- 
mission and  the  Police  Commissioner  where- 
by a  set  of  emergency  rules  cam  be  evolved 
and  prompty  applied  upon  the  heralded  ap- 
proach of  any  future  storm  of  blizzard  pro- 
portions. These  plans  should  contemplate 
the  complete  elimination  of  parked  cars  on 
main  thoroughfares  in  the  hours  preceding 
such  a  storm,  so  that  plowing  can  be  carried 
out  therein,  and  adequate  warning  broad- 
casted    to    motorists    and    taxicab    and     truck 


companies  of  the  possibility  of  an  immobilizing 
snowfall.  They  should  also  contemplate  tem- 
porary prohibition  of  all  but  the  most  neces- 
sary traffic  upon  certain  streets  leading  to 
dumps  so  that  the  snow  trucks  can  pass 
with  the  minimum  of  delay  between  the 
loading  places  and  the  nearest  available 
dumps. 

The  commission  recommends  that  the  con- 
tracts for  snow  removal  in  the  future  contain 
a  price  for  removal  of  snow  by  hand  shovelers 
distinct  from  the  price  when  mechanical 
equipment  is  used.  Since  the  commission 
recommends  removal  by  contract  to  replace 
all  removal  by  city  labor,  it  is  necessary 
to  have  in  mind  that  on  some  occasions 
when  removal  is  necessary,  it  cannot  be  done 
by  mechanical  equipment.  When  the  snow- 
fall is  light,  removal  must  be  by  hand  shovelers. 
The  low  price  per  yard  which  the  city  obtains 
now  is  based  on  the  implied  requirement  of 
the  present  contracts  that  mechanical  equip- 
ment will  be  used.  Hand  shoveling  of  snow 
is  usually  more  expensive.  If  all  removal 
is  contracted  for  at  one  price,  contractors 
must  obtain  a  price  which  will  fit  all  oc- 
casions. This  price  would  undoubtedly  be 
greater  in  some  instances  than  a  fair  price 
for    the    work    as    performed. 

The  commission  recommends  that  it  be 
written  into  the  contracts  that  the  Public 
Works  Commissioner  shall  decide  the  method 
of    removal. 

Appreciation. 
In  the  foregoing  recital  of  the  conditions 
which  the  city  faced  in  the  big  storm  and 
of  the  quality  of  the  efforts  to  meet  the 
situation,  the  shortcomings  of  the  city's 
agents  may  have  appeared  most  conspicuous. 
Therefore,  it  is  due  many  regular  city  em- 
ployees and  emergency  men  to  say  that  they 
gave  service  to  the  limit  of  their  endurance. 
In  many  eass  it  meant  forty  to  fifty  hours 
continuous  service.  In  some  it  meant  four 
to  five  days  of  constant  toil  without  adequate 
rest.  The  executives  of  the  Public  Works 
Department  and  the  regular  employees  re- 
sponded to  the  emergency  as  part  of  their 
regular  duty  without  extra  compensation. 
Respectfully     submitted, 

Charles   M.   Storey,    Chairman, 
James  E.  Maguire, 
David    Laskeb, 
James   H.  Flanagan, 
Elias   F.   Shamon. 

The  Finance  Commission. 
Placed    on    file. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
submitted    the   following : 

Report  on  petition  of  Mabel  Burt  Da  wis 
(referred  March  18)  for  driveway  opening  at 
890-896  Gumminls  Highway — recommending 
that  leave  be  granted. 

Report  accepted,  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.  ENGLERT,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  sulbnutted  report  recommend- 
ing passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  familieK  in  the 
City    of    Boston    for    the   month    of    March. 

Report  accepted  ;  said  order   passed. 


CONFIRMATION  OF   EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENT. 

President  GALVIN  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business,   No.    1  on   the  calendar,   viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  March  25,  1940,  of  Vincent  Roseio,  to 
be  a    Weigher  of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  The 
appointment  was  confirmed,  yeas  18,  nays 
none. 
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INFORMATION  REQUESTED  FROM  FI- 
NANCE COMMISSION  RE  SNOW 
REMOVAL. 

Coun.   Kji,LLY  offered  the  f ollowii.ng : 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  finance  Commis- 
sion be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  furnish  the  City  Council  with  more 
specific  nmorinlation  regarding  impeding  of 
tne  woirk  on  city  officials,  the  designation  ut' 
men  to  be  hired  for  sinoveling,  tine  equipment 
to  oe  nired,  and  the  appointment  oi'  inspectors 
and  supervisors  to  be  employed  an  connection 
with   recent   snow    removal   work. 

uoun.  KMLLY — 'Mr.  President  and  members 
of  the  City  Council,  my  reason  tor  introduc- 
ing this  ordeir  is  on  account  of  the  article  that 
appeared  on  all  of  the  front  pages  of  itlhe 
isoston  Sunday  newspapers  yesterday  in  the 
report  of  the  Boston  finance  Commission  on 
our    recent   snowstorm. 

"The  Boston  Finlanee  Commission  in  an  un- 
prejudiced report  on  the  St.  Valentine  Day 
siuoirm  and  tne  snow  removal  problem  that 
followed  it  gives  a  clean  bill  to  Boston  city 
olhcials  and  criticizes  members  of  the  Boston 
City  Council,  members  o£  the  Legislature,  and 
persons  influential  in  political  organizations, 
for  impeding  the  work  of  city  officials,  trying 
to  designate  the  men  to  be  hired  for  shoveling, 
the  equipment  to  be  hired  for  removal,  and  the 
inspectors  and  supervisors  to  be  employed  in 
the    work." 

At  the  outset  let  me  state  here,  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  in  the  honesty  and  intcgriij 
of  every  member  of  this  Honorable  Body,  and 
it  was  very  amusing  for  me  to  read  the  report 
of  the  Boston  Finance  Commission  on  the  re- 
cent snowstorm.  In  the  early  part  of  1939, 
after  there  was  much  confusion  about  the 
■way  the  foremen  of  the  various  city  yards 
were  distributing  out  the  work  for  the  men 
to  be  hired  for  shoveling  snow,  I  introduced 
an  order  into  the  Boston  City  Council  that  the 
councilors  again  be  allowed  to  distribute  the 
snow  buttons  in  all  future  snowstorms  as  they 
had  done  previously.  At  that  time  I  claimed 
that  I  knew  the  married  men  who  were  in 
need  of  work  in  my  ward  better  than  the 
foremen  of  the  city  yard  and  I  also  knew  the 
married  men  who  would  bring  home  the  money 
that  they  would  make  shoveling  snow  in  place 
of  the  others  who  would  only  spend  it  in  the 
barrooms.  I  also  said  at  that  time  that  this 
wouild  be  a  much  better  way  of  distributing 
snow  buttons,  as  each  councilor  would  be  as- 
sured that  tlhe  men  he  put  to  work  were  at 
least  residents  of  his  own  ward  and  were  at 
least  men  in  need  of  work.  I  still  feel  the 
same  way  about  this  at  this  date.  The  City 
Council,  however,  in  its  wisdom  last  year  voted 
against  my  order.  In  the  early  part  of  this 
year  Councilor  Shattuck  introduced  an  order 
asking  the  Corporation  Counsel,  Mr.  Parkman, 
to  rule  on  the  legality  of  City  Councilors  dis- 
tributing snow  buttons  to  people  in  their  own 
wards  who  were  in  need  of  work.  Mr.  Park- 
man,  Corporation  Counsel,  ruled  that  it  was 
illegal  for  City  Councilors  to  distribute  but- 
tons to  persons  in  their  own  wards  who  were 
in  need  of  work.  I  thought  ait  that  time  that 
that  definitely  done  away  with  any  City  Coun- 
cilor having  any  more  buttons  in  connection 
with  any  snowstorm.  But  we  did  find  things 
handled  in  a  very  different  manner  last  snow- 
storm. I  informed  hundreds  of  married  men 
with  large  families  in  my  ward  who  came  to 
my  home  pleading  for  a  chance  to  go  to  work 
shoveling  snow  for  an  honest  day's  pay  that 
the  councilors  did  root  have  anything  more  to 
do  with  giving  out  snow  buttons  for  snow 
work  but  that  it  was  entirely  handled  by  the 
foreman  of  the  city  yard  on  Hancock  street, 
but  I  was  more  than  surprised  to  find  out. 
that  there  were  many  more  snow  buttons  dis- 
tributed in  my  ward  by  persons  other  than  the 
foremen  of  the  city  yard's  even  after  the  ruling 
oif  the  Corporation  Counsel  that  it  was  illegal 
fo  anybody  to  have  snow  buttons  in  their 
possession.  I  thought  that  I  understood  at 
that  time  that  the  foreman  of  the  city  yards. 
and  they  alone  had  the  full  say  of  hiring 
the  men  who  were  to  work  on  the  snow.  I 
introduced  an  ordeir  about  a  month  ago  asking 


the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  inform 
the  members  of  the  Council  the  names  of  all 
persons  who  distributed  snow  buttons  the 
last  snowstorm  outside  of  the  foremen  of  the 
c.ty  yards  who  were  supposed  to  have  the  only 
buttons.  At  this  late  date  1  have  not  re- 
ceived any  reply.  As  regards  the  members  of 
the  City  Council  putting  inspectors  to  work 
on  the  snow  I  might  reply  to  the  members  of 
the  Boston  Finance  Commission  that  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works,  Mr.  Hyland,  in  the 
early  part  of  January  sent  a  letter  to  each 
of  the  twenty-two  members  of  the  City  Council 
asking  the  councilor  if  he  would  kindly  send 
him  three  names  who  would  be  used  as  in- 
spectors in  the  event  of  a  snowstorm.  At 
mat  time,  in  the  commissioner's  opinion,  he 
.-aid  he  thought  there  wouid  be  about  sixty-six 
inspectors  needed  and  he  also  thought  that  if 
councilor  sent  him  thrte  names,  as  he 
d,  this  would  insure  every  part  of  the 
■  i  s  -  Btin'g  an  equal  number  of  inspectors. 
1  imagine  that  each  councilor  did  send  in 
three  names  at  the  request  of  the  commissioner 
some  time  in  the  early  part  of  January.  My 
own  three  nanus  were  three  married  men  with 
large  families  who  were  in  drastic  need  of 
employment.  If  the  Boston  Finance  Commis- 
sion calls  this  designating  inspectors,  I  will 
hue  bo  disagree  with  them  as  the  councilors 
only  complying  with  the  request  of  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  in  trying  to  help 
him  solve  this  problem.  1  wonder  if  the  Bos- 
ton Finance  Commission  blames  the  members 
of  ili  ■  Citj  Council  for  thousands  of  names  be- 
i  on  the  ii.  roll  of  the  City  of  Boston  who 
I  w     during     the     last    snow- 

storm. Why  did  they  not  mention  this  in  their 
nt?  Why  didn't  the  Boston  Finance  Com- 
mission mention  about  the  thousands  of  dol- 
lars  that  was  uncalled  for  by  people  whose 
names  were  put  in  for  work — by  whom? — 
but  who,  for  some  unknown  reason,  forgot  to 
call  for  i  heir  money  that  was  supposed  to  come 
to  them  for  work  that  they  never  did.  Person- 
ally I,  as  a  City  Councilor  of  Boston,  repre- 
senting   Ward    15    in    the    Dorchester    district. 

d  root  put  one  man  to  work  shoveling  snow 
but  left  it  in  the  hands  of  the  foreman  of 
the  city  yard  at  Hancock  street,  Dorchester, 
where  I  understood  was  the  only  place  in 
where  they  could  receive  snow  but- 
tons in  order  to  enable  them  to  go  to  work 
I  am  also  not  interested  in 
any  contractor  in  the  City  of  Boston.  The 
average  man  and  woman  in  any  ward  would 
think,  by  reading  the  front  page  of  Sunday'6 
rs .  that  all  the  members  of  the  City 
Council  were  in  the  contracting  business  and 
responsible  for  impeding  the  work  and 
removing  the  snow,  and  so  forth.  I  wonder 
why  the  members  of  the  Boston  Finance  Com- 
mission gave  out  this  report  of  the  last  snow- 
storm in  order  to  try  to  fool  the  fair-minded 
people  of  Boston  instead  of  giving  out  the  true 
and  unprejudiced  report  that  they  claim  they 
gave  them  and  inform  the  taxpayers  of  Bos- 
ton what  really  did  take  place  instead  of  try- 
ing to  throw  the  blame  on  all  of  the  members 
of  the  Boston   City  Council. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committe. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  is  the  sub- 
ject   matter    etill    open    for   debate? 

President  GALVIN— The  order  has  been 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee.  The 
gentleman    may    speak    by    unanimous    consent. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Then,  Mr.  President,  I 
ask  unanimous  consent.  (No  objection.) 
I  have  not  had  time  to  go  over  all  of 
this  report  of  the  Finance  Commission,  but. 
as  far  as  T  have  got,  instead  of  being  a 
report  in  regard  to  the  recent  snowstorm, 
it  seems  to  me  to  be  nothing  but  a  report 
from  the  Weather  Bureau.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  15  (Coun.  Kelly)  refers  to  the 
fact  that  he,  as  well  as  other  members  of 
the  Council,  was  given  the  right  to  name 
three  inspectors.  I.  I  suppose  like  other 
members  of  the  Council,  did  name  three  in- 
spectors who  should  go  on.  But  I  think, 
in  view  of  what  we  have  heard  today,  that 
the  Finance  Commission  should  be  sum- 
moned    here     for     questioning.     I     would     like 
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to  ask  a  few  questions.  I  would  like  to 
ask  why,  as  a  result  of  the  investigation  I 
suggested,  the  Finance  Commission  did  not 
make  a  report  on  that  order  I  introduced 
right  after  the  snowstorm.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  it  has  riot  been  mentioned  as  yet, 
except  that  we  have  been  informed  that  some 
$58,000  was  not  called  for  by  men  who  put 
in  six,  seven  or  eight  different  names  of 
men  who  were  supposed  to  be  working  on 
the  smow  removal.  Those  men  were  evidently 
stopped  from  applying  for  that  money  in 
view  of  the  publicity  arising  from  my  order, 
calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  that  sort 
of  thing  was  going  on.  As  a  result  of  a 
personal  investigation,  a  foreman  tells  me 
that  the  men  hired  to  shovel  snow  in  the 
different  districts,  instead  of  being  paid  by 
cash,  were  paid  by  check,  with  the  resulting 
saving  of  the  $58,000  through  not  paying 
those  who,  under  the  circumstances,  did 
not  care  to  apply.  If  it  had  not  been  for 
my  order,  there  would  have  been  nothing  to 
prevent  men  coming  in  and  claiming  under 
forty  different  names,  instead  of  under  even 
eight  or  nine.  But  due  to  the  action  taken 
by  Coffey,  payment  was  -made  by  check  and 
that  sort  of  thing  was  prevented.  I  would 
move,  however,  that  we  bring  Mr.  Cunniff, 
the  secretory  of  the  Finance  Commission,  here 
at   our    executive    meeting   this   afternoon. 

President  GALVIN — The  order  has  been 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
the  matter  will  be  taken  up  in  the  Executive 
Committee. 


RESURFACING     OF     WARD     6     STREETS. 

Coun.    SCANNELL   offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  with  smooth  pavement, 
■as  W.  P.  A.  projects,  the  following-named 
streets    in    Ward    6 : 

Silver  street,  East  Sixth  street,  West  Fifth 
street,  West  Fourth  street,  East  Fourth 
street  (Ward  6)  ;  B  street.  East  Second  street, 
East  Seventh  street  (Ward  6)  ;  N  street, 
West  Seventh  street  (Ward  6)  ;  and  install 
bituminous  sidewalks  on  Farragut  road,  East 
First  to  East  Sixth  streets ;  and  Columbia 
road,  O  street  to  East  Seventh  street  (Ward 
(i). 

Passed    under   suspension   of    the   rule. 


SIDEWALKS,    WARD    6. 

Coun.    SCANNELL   offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested  to  construct  artificial 
stone  sidewalks  in  place  of  the  present  side- 
walks   on    the    following    streets    in    Ward    6 : 

B  street,  West  Broadway  to  West  First 
street;  West  Fourth  street,  between  Dor- 
chester avenue  and  D  street:  Silver  street,  D 
street  to  No.  225,  west  of  E  street;  West 
Fourth  street,  Dorchester  avenue  to  Bridge 
abutment ;  West  Sixth  street,  Dorchester 
street  to  E  street;  East  Fifth  street,  be- 
tween I  street  and  K  street ;  East  Fourth 
street,  Dorchester  street  to  K  street ;  East 
Second  street,  Dorchester  street  to  K  street ; 
East  Seventh  street,  N  street  to  Columbia 
road  ;  N  street,  East  Broadway  to  East  Fourth 
street ;  West  Seventh  street,  E  street  to  Dor- 
chester street ;  O  street,  First  street  to  Co- 
lumbia  road. 

Passed    under   a  suspension   of   the   rule. 


BOSTON    ELEVATED    DEFICIT. 

Coun.  TAYLOR  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  refuse  to  pay  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton's share  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
deficit.  In  order  that  the  validity  of  the 
Public  Control  Act  be  tested  by  the  Supreme 
Court. 


Coun.  TAYLOR — Mr.  President,  in  this 
Council  Chamber  last  week  we  discussed  at 
very  great  length  the  tax  rate  of  the  City 
of  Boston  and  the  elements  entering  into 
that  high  tax  rate.  We  discussed  the  various 
people  who  came  before  our  Committee  on 
Appropriatio-ns  on  the  budget  and  the  vari- 
ous organizations  which  demanded  that  the 
tax  rate  of  the  city  be  reduced  by  cutting 
down  the  expenses  of  the  city,  particularly 
the  salaries  of  city  employees.  These  same 
gentlemen  have  not  at  any  time  made  one 
move  in  an  honest  attempt  to  cut  down  the 
tax  rate  as  it  is  affected  by  different  factors 
entering  into  it.  For  example,  we  have 
imposed  by  the  Legislature  upon  the  body  of 
the  City  of  Boston  such  a  cancerous  growth 
as  the  deficit  arising  under  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated Public  Control  Act.  That  deficit  which 
we  have  to  meet  in  this  city  amounts  to 
over  $2,000,000  a  year,  and  if  the  city  did 
not  have  to  pay  to  the  Boston  Elevated  Rail- 
way Company  stockholders  that  amount  the 
tax  rate  of  the  city  would  be  reduced  to  the 
same  figure  as  that  of  last  year.  On  April 
17  of  last  year  I  brought  this  matter  up  in 
a  similar  way,  having  the  very  same  purpose 
in  mind.  It  is  about  time  that  something 
should  be  done  in  this  matter  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  deficit,  something 
concrete.  Some  people  may  think  it  is 
all  right  to  cut  down  the  wages  of  city 
employees  in  order  to  allow  the  stockholders 
of  the  Boston  Elevated  to  wax  fat  on  their 
dividends  every  year,  at  the  expense  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  but  I  think  most  of  us  do 
not  agree.  In  my  opinion,  the  Public  Con- 
trol Act  is  unconstitutional.  I  don't  think 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  has  a  right 
to  slap  onto  the  backs  of  the  people  of 
the  City  of  Boston  and  a  few  other  smaller 
surrounding  cities  and  towns  this  great 
burden  in  order  to  fill  the  pockets  of  Elevated 
stockholders.  But  until  something  is  done  to 
prove  the  act  unconstitutional,  we  will  con- 
tinue to  make  these  payments.  If  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  refuses  to  make  this  payment,  the 
validity  of  the  act  may  then  be  tested,  and 
if  he  does  not  refuse.  I  am  sure  that  some- 
body will  take  the  initiative  and  bring  a 
bill  in  equity  to  compel  the  city  to  refuse  to 
make  this  payment,  thus  putting  the  question 
iefore  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts, 
who  can  then  pass  definitely  on  the  question 
of  the  validity  of  the  act.  Certainly,  some- 
thing of  this  sort  should  be  done  in  order  to 
relieve  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  and  of  the 
surrounding  communities  of  this  terrific  bur- 
den. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  while  possibly 
my  mind  is  not  quite  as  keen  or  alert  as  some 
of  the  lawyers  in  the  Body,  I'  had  myself 
proposed  to  introduce  such  a  measure  at  a 
later  date.  I  am  not  going  to  elaborate  on  the 
remarks  of  the  councilor  except  to  say  that  I 
believe  95  per  cent  of  the  people  of  Boston  be- 
lieve with  us  that  the  act  is  unconstitutional. 
I  know,  for  one.  thalt  T  am  going  to  vote 
against  any  measure  that  commits  the  city 
to   the   payment   of   this   deficit. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the   rule. 


FOOD  STAMP  PLAN  FOR  BOSTON. 

Coun.   GOODE   offered  the  following: 
Resolved,    That    the    City    Council    of    Boston 
heartily   indorses    the    efforts    of    Mayor    Tofoin 
in  endeavoring  to  obtain  the  Food  Stamp  Plan 
for  the   City   of   Boston. 

Coun.  GOODE — Mr.  President,  Mayor  Tobin's 
effort  to  bring  the  Food  Stamp  Plan  to  Boston 
should  be  more  fully  appreciated.  Business 
men  agree  that  it  is  the  most  progressive 
and  sensible  idea  to  come  out  of  the  New  Deal. 
Congress  will  undoubtedly  try  to  expand  the 
idea  this  session,  and  more  money  will  be 
voted  for  food  stamps.  Certain  technical  bugs 
will  have  to  be  exterminated  in  order  to  have 
the  plan  work  here,  but  the  Mayor  and  the 
Welfare  authorities  believe  that  this  can  be 
done.  The  Food  Stamp  Plan  is  an  attempt  to 
work   off   food   surpluses    which    undermine   the 


137 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


farmers'  prices.  Instead  of  going  to  com- 
modity warehouses,  as  recipients  do  now  in 
Boston,  they  go  directly  to  the  grocer.  In 
other  words,  instead  of  the  Government  com- 
peting with  the  food  trades  by  distributing 
free  surplus  foods  from  the  commodity  sta- 
tions, the  welfare  recipient  with  the  stamps 
goes  to  the  grocer  for  these  same  foods.  The 
relief  families  get  $1.50  in  trade  at  any  grocery 
store  for  every  one  dollar  spent  for  food. 
The  plan  affords  them  25  to  35  per  cent  in 
additional  purchasing  power.  For  the  poor 
of  the  city  it  means  a  more  adequate  food 
allowance  and  a  balanced  diet  in  fruits,  vege- 
tables, butter  and  eggs.  Many  school  children 
suffer  from  malnutrition.  Most  of  these  children 
come  from  relief  families.  What  a  Messing 
the  Food  Stamp  Plan  would  be  for  the  poor 
of  Boston,  and,  incidentally,  many  more  clerks 
will   be    employed   to   help    in    grocery   stores. 

The   resolution   was   passed  under  suspension 
of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.59  p.  m.,  on  motion 
of  Coun.  LANGAN,  to  take  a  recess  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  re- 
assembled and  were  called  to  order  at  3.30 
p.   m. 


Coun.    HUTCHINSON    in    the    chair. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee,   submitted    the    following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  (referred  today)  of 
Katherine  L.  Haviland  for  children  under 
fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at  Jordan  Hall, 
April  14, — recommending  that  leave  be  granted 
on    usual    conditions. 

Report  accepted ;  leave  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  March   I'D   authorizing  Commissioner 

oif  Public  Works  to  sell  to  highest  bidder  cast- 
iron  pipe  not  required  by  department — that 
same  ought   to   pass. 

Report   accepted ;    said    order   passed. 


PAYMENT    OF    SNOW    REMOVAL    WORK 
BY   CHECK. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  as  a  result  of  the  saving  to 
the  city  in  connection  with  recent  snow  re- 
moval 'Work,  the  City  Treasurer  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  continue 
to  pay  all  persons  engaged  in  this  type  of 
work  by  check. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


CLEANING  OF  EAST  BOSTON  STREETS. 

Coun.    COFFEY  offered    the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be   requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,   to   immediately   clean  all  streets    in   the 
East    Boston   section. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


IMPROVEMENT    OF    EAST    BOSTON 
PLAYGROUNDS. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  (following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  take  immediate  steps  to  clean,  grade,  etc., 
all  playgrounds  in  East  Boston,  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project,  in  order  that  they  may  be  available 
for  use  as  soon  as  possible. 

Passed    under   suspension   of    the   rule. 


LIGHTING   CONDITIONS,   CLEVELAND 
PLACE,    WARD    3. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  make  a  survey  of  lighting  conditions 
on  Cleveland  place,  Ward  3,  and  arrange  for 
addit.onal  lighting  on  that  street. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


COLUMBUS    STADIUM    AND    STRANDWAY 
PARK  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  arrange  for  the  cleaning  and  grading  of 
Columbus  Stadium  and  Strandway  Park,  re- 
pair of  locker  building,  etc.,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  available  for  use  as  soon  as  possible, 
the  work  to  be  done  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


RESANDING    SOUTH    BOSTON    BEACHES. 

Coun.    LINEHAN    offered    the   following: 
Ordered,    That   the    Park    Commission    be   re- 
quested,     through      his      Honor      the      Mayor, 
to    arrange    for    the    resanding   of    the   beaches 
in    South    Boston    as    a    W.    P.    A.    project. 
Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


WILLIAM    CARTER    PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing : 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  immediately  remove  the  snow  which 
was  dumped  on  the  William  Carter  playground 
by  persons  engaged  in  snow  removal  work  for 
his  department,  and  to  put  the  grounds  and 
fences  back  in  their  original  condition,  in 
order  that  the  playground  may  be  available 
for   use  at   the  earliest    possible   opportunity. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President, 
that  order  requesting  the  Commissioner  of 
Pulblic  Works  to  immediately  remove  snow 
which  was  dumped  on  the  William  Carter 
Playground  by  persons  engaged  in  snow  re- 
moval work  for  his  department  may  seem  a 
little  irregular,  but  the  necessity  for  it  arises 
from  the  fact  that  the  department  in  re- 
moving snow  from  the  streets  dumped  it  on 
this  playground,  and  if  there  is  not  a  clean-up 
and  the  grounds  and  fences  are  not  put  back 
in  their  original  condition,  the  playground 
will  not  be  available  for  use  in  the  immediate 
future.  This  work  is  important  because  it  is 
desirable  th3t  the  William  Carter  Playground 
be  put  in  first-class  shape  for  the  coming 
season.  The  Park  Department  proposes  to 
make  a  survey,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project,  as  soon 
as  the  snow  disappears.  There  is  enough  snow 
there  now  to  last  a  couple  of  years,  certainly 
until  next  year's  storms,  and  it  is,  of  course, 
seriously  handicapping  the  Park  Commissioner 
in  having  the  plavground  placed  in  proper 
condition.  I  certainly  trust  that  we  will  have 
action  at  once,  that  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner will  immediately  have  the  snow  re- 
moved. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the    rule. 


FINANCIAL    CONDITION,    BOSTON 
ELEVATED. 

Coun.  FISH,  KELLY  and  WICKES  offered 
the    following : 

Ordered.  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
qested  to  make  a  survey  of  the  financial  condi- 
tion of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


APKIL    1,    1940. 
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ACCEPTANCE  OF  ROCK  ROAD,  WARD   18. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners he  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  high- 
way, Rock  road,  Ward  18,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
type   of    construction. 

Passed    under   suspension   of    the   rule. 


ACCEPTANCE     OF     WARD     20     STREETS. 

Coun.    LYONS    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mavor.  to  accent  and  lay  rrat  the  follow- 
ing streets  in  Ward  20,  as  public  highways, 
the   work    to   be   done   as   W.    P.    A.    projects : 

New  Haven  street.  Crehore  road,  George 
street,    Schirmer    road. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


USE  OF  SCHOOLYARD,   CHESTNUT   AVE- 
NUE   AND     BOYLSTON    STREET. 

Coun.  LYONS,  for  Coun.  LANGAN,  offered 
the    following : 

Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mavor.  to 
arrange  for  the  use  of  the  schoolyard  •  at 
Chestnut  avenue  and  Boylston  street  for  play- 
ground purposes  during  the  summer  vaca- 
tion   period. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE      OF      SUMNER      AVENUE. 

Coun.  LANGAN  and  LYONS  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners he  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project,  Sumner  avenue,  Ward  19,  as  a  public 
highway. 

Passed    under   suspension   of    the   rule. 


SEASONAL   LAYOFF   OF   W.   P.   A. 
WORKERS. 

Coun.    GALVIN    offered    the   following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  communicate  with  the  President 
of  the  United  States  and  request  that  he 
rescind  the  order  calling  for  the  so-called 
seasonal    layoff    of    W.    P.    A.    workers. 

Coun.  GALVIN — Mr.  Chairman,  a  com- 
munication has  been  received  from  State 
W.  P.  A.  headquarters  this  morning  saying 
that  approximately  12,000  men  have  been 
and  will  be  laid  off  in  this  state  within  the 
next  few  days.  I  believe,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  Boston  will  suffer  approximately 
35  per  cent  of  this  layoff,  with  a  resulting 
increase  in  the  tax  rate  of  the  city  and  a 
corresponding  increase  in  our  welfare  rolls, 
that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  should  be  requested 
to  get  in  touch  with  the  President  of  the 
United  States  with  a  view  to  stopping  this 
so-called  seasonal  layoff.  I  believe,  too,  it 
is  important  enough  for  the  City  of  Boston 
to  have  a  delegate  from  the  City  Council 
go  down  to  Washington  and  present  the 
situation  to  the  Massachusetts  Senators  and 
Representatives,  as  well  as  getting  in  touch 
with  the  President,  looking  to  the  rescission 
of   this   layoff   order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the    rule. 


MAINTENANCE    COST    OF   DEER    ISLAND 
PRISON. 

Coun.    CHASE   offered   the   following: 
Ordered,      That      the     Corporation      Counsel 
be   requested,   through    his    Honor   the   Mayor, 


to  urge  state  legislation  whereby  the  jurisdic- 
tion and  maintenance  cost  of  the  Deer  Island 
PTison    will    be    borne    by    the    state. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  Suffolk 
County  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  peculiar 
counties  in  Massachusetts  or  in  the  country. 
As  a  result  of  the  peculiar  setup  here,  the 
City  of  Boston  is  burdened  with  the  payment 
of  practically  the  entire  cost  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Suffolk  County.  Wiinthrop,  Revere 
and  Chelsea  are  within  the  county  jurisdic- 
tion, but  in  the  main  pay  none  of  the  county 
bills.  Boston  is  commonly  known  as  the  Hub  of 
the  Universe  or  the  Hub  of  this  country,  and  it 
surely  is  the  Hub  of  Metropolitan  Boston.  We 
have  within  the  boundaries  of  Metropolitan 
Boslton  approximately  two  and  a  half 
million  people.  Practically  all  these  people 
avail  themselves  of  the  various  governmental 
activities  of  Boston  and  Suffolk  County,  and 
the  City  of  Boston  pays  the  expense.  In 
that  connection,  other  Mayors  have  urged,  and 
I  believe  his  Honor  Mayor  Tobin  is  in  favor 
of,  a  Metropolitan  Boston,  one  large  city, 
taking  the  place  of  the  present  duplication 
of  services  in  the  several  municipalities,  the 
expense  of  the  same  being  paid  by  the 
metropolitan  community,  resulting  in  a  lower 
tax  rate  and  a  much  more  efficient  govern- 
ment for  the  people  of  this  area.  The  order 
I  have  introduced  pertains  particularly  to 
Deer  Island,  an  institution  which  harbors 
criminals  of  all  sorts  and  who  come  in  large 
part  from  far  beyond  our  city  boundaries. 
People  who  have  been  arrested  in  the  juris- 
diction of  Suffolk  County,  even  though  they  do 
not  actually  live  or  have  a  domicile  in  the 
City  of  Boston,  are  sent  to  Deer  Island  prison 
and  maintained  there  at  the  present  time  at 
the  cost  of  the  taxpayers  of  Boston.  I  think 
Mr.  President,  inasmuch  as  the  State  Institu- 
tions Commissioner  has  jurisdiction  over  all 
of  the  institutions  of  the  state,  including 
Deer  Island,  that  we  should  ask  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  to  urge  state  legislation  whereby 
not  only  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Deer  Island 
prison  shall,  as  at  present,  be  in  the  state, 
but  that  the  maintenance  cost  of  the  prison 
will  be  borne  by  the  state.  I  say  that  having 
in  mind  that  the  people  of  Winthrop,  Revere 
and  Chelsea,  while  not  a  part  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  because  they  are  in  Suffolk  County, 
are  enabled  to  charge  up  to  us  the  expense 
of  the  care  of  their  criminals  at  the  Deer 
Island  prison,  and  there  are  many  people  from 
the  larger  Metropolitan  Boston,  entirely  out- 
side of  Boston  proper,  who  are  taken  care 
of  in  that  prison  at  pur  expense.  Those 
people  come  here  seeking  entertainment  at 
our  theaters  and  in  other  ways,  become  in- 
volved in  the  imeshes  of  the  law,  and  are  sent 
to  Deer  Island,  where  they  are  oared  for, 
the  expense  falling  upon  our  shoulders.  That 
is,  they  break  the  law  in  the  city,  are  sent 
to  Deer  Island,  and  the  City  of  Boston  has 
to  pay  the  cost.  I  honestly  believe  that  the 
City  of  Boston  would  be  much  better  off  if 
the  state  had  complete  control  over  Deer 
Island,  not  omlv  as  a  matter  of  jurisdiction 
but  also  bearing  the  expense.  It  would  be 
much  better  for  us  financially  and  in  every 
other  wav.  I  move,  therefore,  that  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel  urge  such  6tate  legislation, 
and  that  the  outlying  cities  and  towns  of 
Metropolitan  'Boston  will  see  fit  to  have  their 
representatives  favor  legislation  whereby  Bos- 
ton will  also  be  given  its  rightful  position 
in  the  nation,  as  a  large  metropolitan  city 
with  a  population  of  two  and  a  half  million 
people.  Such  legislaiton  would  be  of  benefit 
not  only  to  Boston  but  to  all  the  surrounding 
cities  and  towns  now  making  up  the  metro- 
politan area.  I  trust,  therefore,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  the   Council  will  pass   this  order. 

The  order  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


THE    NEXT   MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  GALVIN  it  was  voted 
that  when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet 
on    Monday,   April    15,    1940,   at  two   p.   m. 
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COOPERATION     OF     ELEVATED     IN     RE- 
CONSTRUCTION OF  TREMONT  STREET. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  cooperate 
with  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  in 
the  reconstruction  of  Tremont  street,  from 
Massachusetts  avenue  to  Parker  street,  by 
including  in  their  budget  for  this  year  a 
sum  sufficient  to  bring  their  tracks  to  the 
proper     grade     along     this     area. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


CONFERENCE 


WITH      FINANCE 
MISSION. 


COM- 


Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  realize 
that  we  have  now  voted  to  adjourn  for  two 
weeks,  but  I  would  recall  to  the  minds  of 
the  members  here  that  we  were  going  to 
have  the  full  membership  of  the  Finance 
Commission  and  subordinates  here  next  week. 
In  two  weeks  from  now  they  might  have 
forgotten  all  about  it,  as  they  have  very  for- 
getful   memories    up    there. 

Chairman  HUTCHINSON— The  Clerk  of 
Committees  will  see  that  the  matter  is  brought 
to    their    attention. 


Adjourned  at  3.49  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  SCANNELL,  to  meet  on  Monday,  April 
15,    1940,    at    2    p.    m. 


CORRECTION. 

At  the  meeting  of  March  25,  1940,  Coun. 
M.  H.  Sullivan,  speaking  on  the  "Budget 
for  1940."  in  the  first  column  of  page  114, 
beginning    at    line    14,    said: 

"Well,  if  we  succeeded  in  cutting  off  a 
million  the  tax  rate  would  have  been  reduced 
about  65  cents  a  thousand.  The  average  home 
owner  has  a  $5,000  home.  The  normal  home 
owner  is  a  poor  man.  If  the  average  man 
could  save  in  his  taxes  65  cents  on  a  thou- 
sand, the  result  of  such  economy  would  be 
a  saving  in  his  tax  bill  of  $3.75,  but  I  think 
in  the  end  lie  would  lose  more  than  he 
obtained.  Also,  the  majority  of  the  tax- 
payers of  the  city,  in  the  words  of  Gilbert 
and  Sullivan,  have  sisters  and  cousins  and 
aunts  who  might  be  on  the  pay  roll  of  the 
city  and  who  might,  if  there  were  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  pay  roll,  lose  their  positions, 
be  fired  from  municipal  employ.  In  that 
case  the  $3.75  that  might  be  saved  through 
a  65  cents  per  thousand  reduction  in  the 
tax  on  a  $5,000  home  would  be  eaten  up  in 
other     ways." 

The  "$3.75"  referred  to  in  both  eases 
above,    should    be    "$3.25." 


OTTY    OP    BOSTON    PB1NTINO     DEPARTMENT 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,    April    15,    1940. 
Regular     meeting    of    City     Council     in    the 
Council    Chamber,    City    Hall,    at    two    p.    m., 
President    GALVIN    in    the    chair.  Absent, 

Coon.   Gottlieb   and    Shattuck. 


$1,000,000    FOR    OVERLAY   FUNDING. 

The  following   was   received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   April   15,   1940. 
To   the  'City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — Under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
2S5  of  the  Acts  of  1938,  the  city  was  authorized 
to  borrow  an  amount  not  in  excess  of  nine 
million  dollars  in  order  to  establish  overlay 
reserves  for  all  tax  years  prior  to  1938  where 
it  Was  apparent  that  inadequate  provision  for 
such  reserves  had  been  made  in  the  tax  levies 
of  the  particular  years.  Up  to  the  present 
time,  eight  million,  dollars  has  been  borrowed 
under  this  authorization  and,  roughly,  seven 
million  nine  hundred  dollars  of  this  amount 
has  been  applied  as  provided  in  the  act. 
Since  there  are  still  a  large  number  of  abate- 
ment petitions  for  years  prior  to  1938  pending 
before  the  Board  of  Tax  Appeals,  I  feel  it 
is  necessary  to  borrow  the  additional  million 
dollars  remaining  in  the  original  authoriza- 
tion. I  submit  herewith  an  order  providing 
for  this  appropriation  and  respectfully  recom- 
mend its  adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,   Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 235:  of  the  Acts  of  1938  the  sum  of  one 
million  dollars  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  used  for  the  funding  of  overlay  deficits 
and  other  items,  and  that  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time, 
upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates 
of   indebtedness  of  the  city  on  said  amount. 

Referred    to    Committee    on    Finance. 


LOAN    FOR    RELIEF    PURPOSES. 

The  following  was   received  : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   April   15,   1940.     ' 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — Under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
72  of  the  Acts  of  1939,  municipalities  are  au- 
thorized to  borrow  in  1940  for  appropriations 
made  for  public  welfare,  soldiers'  relief  and 
Federal  emergency  unemployment  relief  proj- 
ects in  excess  of  eighty  per  cent  of  the  amount 
actually  expended  for  public  welfare  and 
soldiers'  relief  in  1939.  In  the  budget  re- 
cently adopted  by  your  Honorable  Body,  ap- 
propriations for  welfare  and  relief  purposes, 
exclusive  of  W.  P.  A.,  totalled  $13,006,238.3-0. 
In  1939,  actual  expenditures  for  these  same  Ob- 
jects totaled  $13,140,883.60.  To  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  chapter  72,  eighty  per  cent 
of  this  amount,  or  $10,5)12,706.88,  must  be 
raised  in  the  current  year's  tax  levy.  De- 
ducting this  amount  from  the  total  appropria- 
tion figure  previously  mentioned,  leaves 
$2,493,5311.42  which  may  be  borrowed  in  1940 
for  welfare  purposes.  In  addition,  the  city 
is  authorized  to  borrow  the  full  amount  of 
appropriations  made  for  W.  P.  A.  purposes. 
Appropriations  made  to  date  for  project  ex- 
penses in  City,  School  and  County  Depart- 
ments, total  $1,678,543.32.  Combining  this 
total  with  the  amount  which  may  be  borrowed 
for  welfare  purposes  gives  a  grand  total  which 
may  be  borrowed  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter    72    of    $4,172,074.74, 


I  submit  herewith  an  order  providing  for 
the  borrowing  of  $4,170,000  under  the  provi- 
sions of  chapter  72,  the  proceeds  to  be  applied 
to  reduce  the  tax  levy  burden  of  appropria- 
tions already  made  for  welfare  and  relief  pur- 
poses. 1  respectfully  recommend  adoption  of 
this  order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,   Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 72  of  the  Acts  of  1939  the  sum  of 
$4,170,000  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated  for 
Public  Welfare,  Soldiers'  Benefits  and  Federal 
Emergency  Unemployment  Relief  Projects,  to 
be  used  for  meeting  appropriations  heretofore 
made,  and  that  the  City  Treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebted- 
ness of  the  city  to  said  amount,  the  same  to 
be   issued   outside  the   debt   limit. 

Referred    to    Committee   on    Finance. 


ANNUAL    LIST    OF    CONSTABLES. 
The  following  was  received  : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   April   15,  1940. 
To   the'  City   Council. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  Honorable 
Body,  I  hereby  appoint  the  following-named 
persons,  constables  of  the  City  of  Boston,  for 
the  term  of  one  year,  beginning  with  the  first 
day  of  May,  1940,  authorized  to  serve  civil 
process    upon    filing    bond. 

The  commissions  of  all  constables  not  named 
herein  expire  on  April  30,  1940,  and  such  con- 
stables are  hereby  removed  from  office  from 
and  after  May  1,  1940,  for  the  good  of  the 
service. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Constables  Authorized  to  Serve  Civil  Process 
Upon  Filing  Bonds. 
John  J.  Adams,  12  Kensington  street,  Ward 
12  ;  William  A.  Amsie,  24  South  Munroe  ter- 
race, Ward  16  ;  Henry  Atwood,  28  Melbourne 
street,  Ward  16  ;  Samuel  C.  Baker,  44  Quincy 
street,  Ward  12 :  David  Belson,  66  Colborne 
road,  Ward  21  ;  Joseph  L.  Bennett,  20  Deckard 
street,  Ward  12  ;  Carl  Birger  Berg,  301  Nor- 
folk street,  Ward  17;  Edward  I.  Benman,  39 
Mt.  Bowdoin  terrace,  Ward  14 ;  Alfred  Blau- 
stein,  43  Fernborb  street,  Ward  14  ;  Eugene 
Blinn,  132  Greenwood  street,  Ward  14  ;  Abram 
Bernstein,  625  Warren  street,  Ward  12 ; 
Thomas  F.  Brett,  15  MaTta  street,  Ward  18: 
Milton  Jacob  Bronstein,  87  Devon  street,  Ward 
14  ;  George  W.  Brooker,  258  Park  street,  Ward 
20 ;  Francis  E.  Brown,  11  Tacoma  street, 
Ward  18 ;  Arthur  E.  Byrnes,  745  Saratoga 
street,  Ward  1  ;  Edgar  F.  Callahan,  84  Gordon 
street,  Ward  21  ;  Thomas  Cannizzaro,  96  H 
street,  Ward  6;  James  A.  Canton,  169  Glenway 
street,  Ward  14  ;  Daniel  B.  Carmody,  10  Aber- 
deen street,  Ward  21  ;  Thomas  C.  Carr,  196 
Savin  Hill  avenue,  Ward  13  ;  William  K.  Co- 
burn,  116  Englewood  avenue,  Ward  21;  Sydney 
Cohen,  64  American  Legion  Highway,  Ward 
14;  John  M.  CraWford,  27- Washington  street, 
Ward  2  :  Henry  G.  Dahlouist,  104  Lonsdale 
street,  Ward  16  ;  Charles  M.  Daley,  14  Ditson 
street.  Ward  15:  John  J.  Daunt.  68  Adamson 
street,  Ward  22  ;  Americo  A.  DeSimone,  451 
Mi  rid ian  street.  Ward  1  :  Robert  E.  Donlan, 
55  Penfield  street,  Ward  20;  Walter  A.  Donlan, 
23  Lorette  street,  Ward-  20 ;  Louis  Franzosa. 
39  Bruce  street.  Ward  20  ;  Paul  R.  Cast,  98 
St.  Rose  street.  Ward  11  :  Lewis  Gilbert.  688 
Walk  Hill  street.  Ward  14:  Francis  W.  Gildea, 
22  Francis  street.  Ward  10:  Maurice  J.  Glick, 
3S  Holborn  street,  Ward  12 ;  John  F.  Goff. 
294  Bunker  Hill  street.  Ward  2:  Samuel  Gold- 
krand,  27  Howland  street.  Ward  12:  Meyer 
Golds'te:n,  1398  Commonwealth  avenue.  Ward 
21  :  Solomon  Gorfinkle.  70  Flovd  street,  Ward 
14:  Salvatore  Grassa,  791  Saratoga  street. 
Ward  1  :  Harry  Greenbaum.  71  Goodale  road. 
Ward   14;  John  F.   Halligan,   460  Quincy  street, 
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Ward  15 ;  Abraham  M.  Hecht,  404A  Blue 
Hill  avenue.  Ward  14 ;  Richard  Hegarty,  20 
Fairmooint  street,  Ward  17 ;  Joseph  Herman, 
93  Lucerne  street,  Ward  14 ;  Jacob  Isgur, 
82  Lorna  road,  Ward  18 ;  Max  Jacobs,  49 
Chambers  street,  Ward  3 ;  David  B.  Kaplan, 
93  Lawrence  avenue,  Ward  14  ;  Charles  Keane, 
24  Upland  road,  Ward  22;  Joseph  B.  Keck, 
9  Lexington  avenue,  Ward  18 ;  James  P. 
Keliher,  22  Leamington  road,  Ward  21 ;  Bronfe 
Kontriftn,  120  Marine  road,  Ward  7  ;  Mark  H. 
Krafsiur,  447  Norfolk  street,  Ward  14  ;  Nathan 
Kraivitsky,  306  Washington  street,  Ward  14 ; 
Abraham  Landfield,  46  Mascot  street,  Ward 
14;  Maurice  Levine,  109  Erie  street,  Ward 
14 ;  Anthony  Luomgo,  381  Frankfort  street, 
Ward  1 ;  Salvatore  Maffei,  125  Faywood  ave- 
nue, Ward  1 ;  Isle  Martin,  12  Ashton  street, 
Ward  14;  William  J.  McCorkle.  50  Rockne 
avenue,  Ward  16 ;  John  T.  McGovem,  42 
Worcester  square,  Ward  8 ;  James  J.  Me- 
Namee,  26  Burton  street,  Ward  22;  Wil- 
liam P.  Miles,  11  Groom  street,  Ward  7 
Frank  A.  Mitchell,  7  Bruce  street,  Ward  16 
Bernard  M.  Mullen,  4  Neptune  road,  Ward  1 
Edward  Ober,  95  Nightingale  street,  Ward 
14 ;  Michael  W.  Ober,  27  Westmore  road, 
Ward  14 ;  Louis  H.  Oppenheim,  7  Mt.  Hood 
road,  Ward  21 ;  Frederick  Partridge,  107 
West  Cottage  street,  Ward  8  ;  Nachman  Perl- 
man,  951  Blue  Hill  avenue,  Ward  14;  James 
G.  Peters,  107  Sawyer  avenue,  Ward  13 ; 
Carl  L.  Petterson,  4  Hooper  street,  Ward 
17;  Phillip  S.  Phillips,  829  Blue  Hill  avenue, 
Ward  14  ;  George  N.  Pierce,  296  Dudley  street. 
Ward  8;  Edward  J.  Potter,  Jr.,  65  Winthrop 
street,  Ward  2 ;  Max  Rabinovitz,  74  Mora 
street,  Ward  17;  Louis  Richmond,  111  Waum- 
beck  street,  Ward  12 ;  William  T.  Rosen- 
garten,  130  Devon  street.  Ward  14  ;  Almerindo 
Sarno,  1  Cedar  square,  Ward  9 ;  Jacob  E. 
Schrank,  227  Harvard  avenue.  Ward  21 ; 
Samuel  Shain,  32  Brookledge  street,  Ward  12  ; 
Frank  Shaw,  3  Stockton  street,  Ward  17 ; 
Sidney  J.  Sheinfeld,  166  Rosseter  etreet, 
Ward  14 :  Isaac  Shulman,  128  Devon  6treet, 
Ward  14 ;  Joseph  L.  Shurtleff,  604  Massa- 
chusetts avenue,  Ward  9 ;  Joseph  Simansky, 
77  Nightingale  street.  Ward  14 :  Henry  J. 
D.  Small,  14  Windermere  road,  Ward  13 ; 
Leon  Small,  72  Elm  Hill  avenue,  Ward  12 ; 
Frank  J.  Staula.  227  Wood  avenue.  Ward 
18  ;  Walter  J.  Stewart,  47  Fort  avenue,  Ward 
11  ;  Jerome  Suvalle,  19  Owen  street,  Ward 
18 ;  Benjamin  J.  Tackeff,  52  Columbia  road, 
Ward  14 ;  David  Tobey,  88  Olney  street. 
Ward  15 :  Francis  J.  Tobin,  29  Parson6 
street,  Ward  22 ;  Joseph  Todisco,  149  Paris 
street,  Ward  1 ;  Joseph  M.  Torr,  67  Worcester 
street,  Ward  9  ;  Aber  Uckerman,  42  Estrella 
street,  Ward  14;  Roman  J.  Vasil,  11  Granada 
avenue,  Ward  18 ;  Harry  A.  Webber,  167 
Huntington  avenue,  Ward  4 ;  David  Weir, 
11  Fenelbn  street,  Ward  14;  Frank  F.  Wen- 
nenstoiand,  219  Belgrade  avenue,  Ward  20; 
William  D.  Whitmore,  25  Queensberry  street, 
Ward  5  ;  Sidney  Williams,  7  Greenville  street, 
Ward  12;  John  A.  Wragg,  62  Shepton  street, 
Ward  16 ;  Louis  Yacker,  1071  Blue  Hill  ave- 
nue, Ward  14 ;  Maurice  Zeeman,  49  Orkney 
road,    Ward    21.     (Document    43.) 

Laid  over   for  One  week  under  the  law. 


ANNUAL   LIST  OF  MINOR  OFFICERS. 
The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  15,  1940. 
To   the   City    Council. 

Subject  to  confirmation   by   your   Honorable 
Body,    I    make   the   following   appointments   of 
minor    officers    paid    by    fees    for   the   term    of 
one    year    beginning    with    the    first    day    of 
May,     1940.     The     appointments     of     all  "such 
officers  mot  named   herein  are  hereby   revoked 
from  and   after   April   30,    1940. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice    J.    Tobin,    Mayor. 
(The  list  of  persons  appointed  is  contained 
in    City   Document   No.    44.) 

Laid  over  for  one  week  under  the  law. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  STUDY  OF  BOSTON 
ELEVATED. 

The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  15,   1940. 
To    the    Oity    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  an  order 
for  appropriation  for  820,000  from  the  Con- 
tingent Fund  to  the  Boston  Finance  Com- 
mission for  the  purpose  of  carrying  to 
completion  the  study  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company.  To  date,  the  Finance 
Commission  has  expended  $15,000  for  this 
purpose.  In  order  to  continue  its  studies  it 
is    necessary   to   provide  additional   funds. 

The  importance  of  this  study  should  be 
apparent  to  the  members  of  your  Honorable 
Body  when  it  is  considered  that  for  nine 
successive  years  during  the  past  decade  there 
has  been  substantial  deficits  in  the  operation 
of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  6ystem.  In 
1939  the  deficit  assessed  upon  the  City  of 
Boston  was  $2,055,645.  For  the  year  1940 
the  State  Tax  Commissioner  has  certified 
an  assessment  upon  Boston  amounting  to 
$1,940,240. 

I   strongly   urge  that   for   the  best   interests 
of     the    oity    your    Honorable    Body    give    ap- 
proval   to    the    accompanying    order. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

Ordered.  That  the  sum  of  $20,000  be  ap- 
propriated, to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Finance  Commission  in  connection  with 
tudy  and  investigation  of  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated Railway  Company,  same  to  be  charged 
to    the    Contingent    Fund. 

Referred    to    the    Executive    Committee. 


SALE    OF    OBSOLETE    X-RAY    FILMS. 
The  following   was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April   15,   1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I     submit     herewith     for     your 
oval     an     order     authorizing    the    trustees 
of     the     Boston     City     Hospital     to     sell     their 
obsolete   X-ray    films    no   longer   needed    in    the 
'ital    Department.     It    is    customary    from 
time    to    time    to    sell    material    of    this    kind 
whenever    there    is    no    further    public    use    for 
the    same.     The     Hospital     Trustees     will     ad- 
e    in   the   City   Record   for   bidders. 
I     respectfully    recommend    adoption    of    the 
accompanying  order  by  your   Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

Ordered.  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Oity  Hospital  be.  and  hereby  are,  authorized 
to  sell  approximately  5,072  pounds  of  obsolete 
X-ray  films,  not  required  by  the  Hospital 
Department,  after  inviting  bids  therefor  by 
advertisement    in    the    City    Record. 

Referred     to     Executive     Committee. 


EXPENDITURES      FOR     PLAYGROUNDS 
AND  JUVENILE   COURTS. 
The   following   was   received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April   15,   1940. 
To    the    Oity    Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Budget  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  March  IS,  1940.  coneenuing  the  total  ex- 
penditures yearly  during  1937,  1938,  and 
1939  for  repairs  to  and  equipment  for  ell 
of  the  playgrounds  in  the  city,  and  also  for 
maintenance  of  the  juvenile  courts  in  the  city. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 
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City    of    Boston, 
Budget  Department,  April  15,   1940. 
Hon.    Maurice   J.    Tobin. 

Mayor     of     Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  returning  herewith  copy  of 
Council     order     dated     March     18,     1940,     and 
reading    as    follows : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Budget  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to    inform   the    City    Council : 

1.  The  total  expenditures  yearly  during 
1937,  1938  and  1939  for  repairs  to  and  equip- 
ment for   all   of   the   playgrounds    in   the   city. 

2.  The  total  expenditures  yearly  during 
1937,  1938  and  1939  for  maintenance  of  the 
juvenile    courts    in    the    city." 

The    information    requested    is    given    below. 

1.  The  expenditures  for  repairs  to  and 
equipment  for  all  of  the  playgrounds  in  the 
city    are    as    follows : 

1937  $119,230  04 

1938      '. 150,605  20 

1939    71,154  13 

2.  The  expenditures  for  the  Boston  Juvenile 
Court   are   as    follows : 

1937    $29,817  32 

1938    29,192  70 

1939     29,173  20 

Very  truly  yours, 

Francis    X.    Lang, 
Budget  Commissioner. 
Placed    on    file. 


RE-ESTABLISHING      ROWING     AS      HIGH 
SCHOOL    SPORT. 

The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  11,   1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen,' — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Boston  School  Committee  Secretary  relative 
to  your  order  of  March  25,  1940.  concerning 
the  advisability  of  "re-establishing  rowing  as 
one  of  the  sports  in  the  high  schools  of  Bos- 
ton." 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City   of   Boston, 
School  Committee,  April  6,   1940. 
Hon.    Maurice   J.    Tobin, 
Mayor   of   Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — At  last  evening's  conference 
the  School  Committee  received  -the  order  passed 
by  the  City  Council  in  meeting  March  25, 
1940,  requesting  the  School  Committee,  through 
your  Honor,  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
"re-establishing  rowing  as  one  of  the  sports 
in    the    high    schools    of    Boston." 

The  Committee  has  asked  me  to  say  that 
the  Committee  is  not  unsympathetic  to'  the 
proposal  suggested,  but  in  view  of  the  pres- 
ent financial  situation,  the  Committee  feels 
it  would  not  be  feasible  to  take  on  rowing 
as    a   regular   school   activity. 

The  Committee  has,  however,  given  some 
thought  to  making  provision  for  the  build- 
ing of  boats  through  the  Manual  Arts  De- 
partment, which  boats  the  boys  would  be 
able  to  row  and  thus  profit  by  their  own 
labor  in  the  schools.  This  proposition  will 
be  discussed  again  this  year  in  connection 
with    the    budget. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Ellen    M.    Cronin,    Secretary. 

Placed    on    file. 


WAGE    SYSTEM    FOR    UNAPPOINTED 

TEACHERS. 
The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  11,   1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Boston  School  Committee  Secretary  relative 
to  your  order  of  March  18,  1940,  concerning 
the  possibility  of  working  out  a  more  equitable 
wage   system    for    those   unap  pointed    teachers 


who,  although  they  have  been  teaching  steadily 
for  several  years,  are  denied  both  the  security 
and    the   salary   of   permanent   appointees. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
School  Committee,  April  2,  1940. 
Hon.    Maurice    J.    Tobin, 
Mayor   of    Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — At    a    conference    of    the    School 
Committee    held    last    evening,    the    Committee 
received  the  order   passed   by  the  City   Council 
March    18,    1940,    requesting    the    School    Com- 
mittee,   through    your    Honor,    to    "study    the 
possibility    of    working    out    a    more    equitable 
wage    system    for    those    unappointed    teachers 
who,  although  they  have  been  teaching  steadily 
for  several  years,  are  denied  both  the  security 
amd    the    salary    of    permanent    appointees." 

The     School     Committee    has    asked    me    to 
say    that    the    question    of    compensation    for 
the   group    of   temporary    teachers    referred   to 
in    the    City     Council    order,    is        before    the 
School    Committee    at    the    present    time. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Ellen    M.    Cronin,    Secretary. 
Placed  on   file. 


SANDING  OF  SAVIN  HILL  BEACH. 
The  following   was  received: 

City    of    Boston , 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  11,   1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to 
your  order  of  March  18,  1940,  concerning  the 
sanding    of    Savin    Hill    Beach. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  April  3,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of 
March  28,  with  inclosure,  order  of  the  City 
Council  that  the  Park  Commission  be  requested 
to  start  work  immediately  on  the  W.  P.  A. 
project  of  sanding  Savin  Hill  Beach. 

Please  be  informed  it  would  be  very  in- 
advisable to  start  sanding  a  beach  at  this 
time  of  year,  with  two  feet  of  frost  in  the 
ground.  This  project  lis  operating  at  the 
present  time  and  the  beach  will  be  oared 
for  and  the  sand  spread  on  same  just  as 
soon    as    the    weather    permits. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William    P.    Long,    Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC  SIGNALS,   BLUE  HILL  AVENUE. 
The   following  was  received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April   11,   1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  January  29,  19.40,  concerning  the 
installation  of  automatic  traffic  signals  at 
the    following    intersections    in    Ward    14 : 

Blue   Hill    avenue   and   Glenway   street;    Blue 
Hill    avenue   and    American    Legion    Highway; 
Blue    Hill    avenue    and    Talbot    avenue. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  March  15,   1940. 
Hon.    Maurice    J.    Tobin, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 
Dear     Mr.     Mayor, — I     have    the     honor     to 
acknowledge    receipt    of    Council    order    dated 
January    29,    1040,    which    reads    as    follows: 

"Ordered.  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  provide  for  the  installation  of  automatic 
traffic  signals  at  the  following  intersections  in. 
Ward     14: 
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Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Glenway  street ;  Blue 
Hill  avenue  and  American  Legion  Highway ; 
Bine  Hill  avenue  and  Talbot  avenue." 

It  is  the  intention  of  this  commission  to 
place  underground  conduit  at  Blue  Hill  ave- 
nue and  American  Legion  Highway,  and  Blue 
Hill  avenue  and  Gleniway  street  during  the 
time  the  street  changes  are  being  made  in 
Blue    Hill    avenue. 

If  money  is  made  available  for  the  purchase 
of  traffic  signals,  these  intersections  will  be 
signalized   upon  tine  completion  of  the  work. 

Regarding  the  signalizing  of  Blue  Hill 
avenue  and  Talbot  avenue,  please  be  advised 
that  no  funds  are  available  at  the  present 
time. 

'Respectfully   yours, 
William   P.   Hickey,   Commissioner. 

Placed  on   file. 


MAXIMUM  NUMBER  OF  WORK  DAYS  FOR 
WELFARE    RECIPIENTS. 

The   following    was   received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  11,   1940. 
To    the    Oity    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  WeDfare  Secretary  relative  to 
your  order  of  March  4,  1940,  concerning 
the  advisability  of  limiting  the  maximum 
number  of  days  for  welfare  recipients  to  work 
in  any  or  all  departments  to  four  days  in  any 
one  week  in  order  that  they  may  have  an 
opportunity  to  seek  private  employment. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Overseers   of   the   Public    Welfare, 

April    5,     19-40. 
Hon.   Maurice  J.   Tobin, 

Mayor   of   Boston. 
Attention   of   Mr.    William    T.   Doyle. 

Dear  Sir, — This  department  has  received 
your  communication  with  inclosed  copy  of 
an  order  from  the  City  Council,  dated  March 
4,    1940,    reading    as    follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public 
Welfare  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  study  the  advisability  of  limiting 
the  maximum  number  of  days  for  welfare 
recipients  to  work  in  amy  or  all  departments 
to  four  days  in  any  one  week  in  order  that 
they  may  have  an  opportunity  to  seek  pri- 
vate  employment." 

May  I  report  that  the  Board  of  Overseers 
of  Public  Welfare  feels  that  the  practice  of 
allowing  welfare  recipients  time  off  to  look 
for  work  which  is  followed  at  present  is  the 
fairest  manner  in  which  the  matter  can  be 
handled. 

Respectfully    yours, 
William     G.     O'Hare,     Secretary. 
Placed    on    file. 


ABOLISHING  LIST  OF  PHARMACISTS. 
The   following  was  received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April   10,   1940. 
To    the    Oity    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Boston  City  Hospital  relative  to  your  order 
of  March  25,  1940,  concerning  the  reason  as- 
cribed by  the  CiVil  Service  Commission  for 
abolishing  the  list  Of  pharmacists. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Hospital  Department,  April   5,   1940. 
Hon.   Maurice  J.   Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — At  a  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  held  today,  an  order  of  the  City 
Council,  passed  March  2S,  1940,  was  presented, 
concerning  the  reason  ascribed  by  the  Civil 
Service  Commission  for  abolishing  the  list  of 
pharmacists. 


This  is  a  matter  over  which  neither  the 
trustees  nor  the  superintendent  had  any  direct 
control.  We  acted  in  accordance  with  Civil 
Service  rules  as  explained  and  described  to 
us  by  the  Director  of  Civil  Service. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Carl   Dreyfus, 
President,  Board  of  Trustees. 
Placed  on   file. 


RESURFACING  FAIRMOUNT  AVENUE, 

WARD   18. 
The   following    was   received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April   11,   1940. 
To    the    Oity    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  March  11,  1940,  concerning  the 
resurfacing  that  section  of  Fairmount  avenue, 
from  Logan  square  to  Fairmount  Hill,  Ward 
IS,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public   Works   Department, 

April   10,    1940. 
Mr.   William   T.    Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return  herewith  order 
in  City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  resurface  with  smooth  paving 
that  section  of  Fairmount  avenue,  from  Logan 
square  to  Fairmount  Hill,  Ward  IS,  under  the 
W.    P.   A.   type  of  construction. 

Please    be    advised    that    this    street    will    be 
submitted   for  approval  on   a  W.   P.  A   project 
l\>r    construction    this    year. 
Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.   Hyland, 
Commissioner   of    Public    Works. 
Placed  on   file. 


SIDEWALKS,  MYRTLE  STREET,  WARD  19. 
The   following   was   received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April   11,   1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  March  IS,  1940,  concerning  the 
reconstruction  and  placing  a  tar  surface  on 
the  sidewalks  along  both  sides  of  Myrtle  street, 
Ward  19,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of  con- 
struction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Public   Works   Department, 

April   1,   1940. 
Mr.   William   T.   Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return  herewith  order 
in  City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  reconstruct  and  place  a  tar 
surface  on  the  sidewalks  along  both  sides  of 
Myrtle  street,  Ward  19,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
type  of  construction. 

Please    be    advised    that    this    street    will    be 
submitted  for  approval  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project 
for    construction    this    year. 
Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.   Hyland. 
Commissioner  of   Public   Works. 
Placed  on    file. 


LIGHTING.  WEST  PARK  AND  MARLIN 

STREETS,  WARD  17. 
The  following  was  received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April   11,   1940. 
To    the    Oity   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the    Public    Works     Commissioner    relative    to 
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your  order  of  March  2<5,  1940,  concerning  the 
replacing  of  the  present  gas  lamp  at  the  cor- 
ner of  West  Park  and  Marlin  streets,  Ward  17, 
with  an  electric  light. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Public  Works   Department, 

April   3,    1940. 
Mr.   William   T.   Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return  herewith  order 
in  City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  replace  the  present  gas  lamp  at 
the  corner  of  West  Park  and  Marlin  streets, 
Ward   17,   with  an  electric  light. 

A  survey  of  this  section  has  been  made  and 
I  find  that  same  is  strictly  residential  and  the 
gas  lamps  are  spaced  as  well  on  this  street 
as  any  of  the  same  type. 

If  a  large  electric  light  was  placed  at  this 
location,  the  residents  would,  no  doubt,  want 
all  electric  lights  which,  due  to  the  lack  of 
funds  available  in  the  budget,  would  not  be 
possible. 

Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.   Hyland, 
Commissioner   of    Public    Works. 
Placed  on   file. 


RECONSTRUCTION  OF  CUMBERLAND 

STREET,    WARD    4. 
The  following   was  received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April   11,   1940. 
To    the    Oity    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  March  25,  1940,  concerning  the 
reconstruction  of  Cumberland  street,  Ward  4, 
with  a  smooth  type  of  asphalt  surface. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Public   Works   Department, 

April   5,    1940. 
Mr.   William   T.   Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return  herewith  order 
in  City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  reconstruct  Cumberland  street, 
Ward  4,  with  a  smooth  type  of  asphalt  surface, 
under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

I  find,  upon  investigation,  that  the  portion 
of  Cumberland  street,  between  St.  Botolph 
street  and  the  railroad,  is  in  very  good  condi- 
tion and  in  no  immediate  need  of  construction. 
The  portion  between  St.  Botolph  street  and 
Huntington  avenue  is  in  poor  condition.  How- 
ever, it  would  not  be  advisable  to  construct 
this  part  at  this  time  as  the  subway  work  is 
going  on  at  the  present  time.  Later  on  in 
the  season  I  will  have  this  section  submitted 
for  approval  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.   Hyland. 
Commissioner   of    Public    Works. ' 
Placed  on   file. 


REPAVING    OF   WARD    13    STREETS. 
The   following   were  received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   April   11,    1940. 
To    the    Oity    Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  March  4,  1940,  concerning  the 
repaying  with  smooth  pavement,  as  W.  P.  A. 
projects,  the  following  streets  in  Ward  13: 
Victor  street.   Brook   avenue. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of   Boston, 
Public  Works   Department, 

April    4,    1940. 
Mr.   William   T.   Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle,— il  return  herewith  order 
in  City  '  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  repave  with  smooth  pavement, 
as  W.  P.  A.  projects,  the  following  streets 
in   Ward   13:     Victor  street,   Brook   avenue. 

Relative  to  Brook  avenue,  please  be  advised 
that  this  street  will  be  submitted  for  approval 
on  a  W.  P.  A.  p.roject  for  construction  this 
year.  In  regard  to  Victor  street,  I  find,  upon 
investigation,  that  this  street  is  in  no  im- 
mediate need  for  reconstruction  at  this  time. 
Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner   of    Public    Works. 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April   11,   1940. 
To    the    Oity    Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  March  18,  1940,  concerning  the 
repaying  with  smooth  pavement  as  W.  P.  A. 
projects  the  following  streets  in  Ward  13 : 
Hartland  street,  Dacia  street,  Dewey  street, 
Newport    street. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works   Department, 

April    4,    1940. 
Mr.   William   T.   Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return  herewith  order 
in  Oiity  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  repave  with  smooth  pavement 
as  W.  P.  A.  projects  the  following  streets 
in    Ward    13: 

Hartland   street,   Dewey   street,    Dacia  street, 
Newport   street. 

Relative  to  the  above   named   streets,   please 
be   advised   as   follows : 

Hartland  street,  upon  investigation,  is  found 

to  be  in  no  immediate  need   of  reconstruction. 

Dewey   street,    I   will   endeavor   to    have   this 

street   submitted   for   approval  on   a  W.    P.   A. 

project   later   on    in   the  year. 

Dacia   street  Will   be  submitted   for   approval 
on    a    W.    P.    A.    project   very    shortly. 

Newport     street,     work     has     already     been 
started    on    this    street. 

Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.   Hyland. 
Commissioner'  of    Public    Works. 
Severally    placed   on   file. 


REPAVING     OF    WARD     17    STREETS. 

The    following   was   received: 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   April   11,    1940. 
To    the    Oity    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  March  25.  1940,  concerning 
•the  resurfacing  with  smooth  paving  the  fol- 
lowing streets  in  Ward  17,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
type  of   construction  : 

Medway  street.  River  street,  Old  Morton 
street.  Cedar  street,  Whitfield  street,  Fair- 
mount  street,  from  Morton  street  to  Milton 
avenue,  Thetford  avenue.  Alpha  road,  Athel- 
wold    street. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Public   Works    Department, 

April    5,    1940. 
Mr.    William    T.    Doyle. 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
De^ir  Mr.  Doyle. — I  return  herewith  ord<-r  in 
the  City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  resurface  with  smooth  paving 
the  following  streets  in  Ward  17,  under  the 
W.    P.    A.    type    of    construction : 
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Medway  street,  River  street,  Old  Morton 
street,  Cedar  street,  Whitfield  street,  Fair- 
mount  street,  Morton  street  to  Milton  avenue, 
Thetford  avenue,  Alpha  road,  Athelwold  street. 

The  following  named  streets  will  be  sub- 
mitted for  approval  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project 
for   construction   this  year : 

Medway  street,  Fairmount  street,  Milton 
avenue  to  Morton  street,  Thetford  avenue, 
Cedar    street. 

An  inspection  of  the  following  named 
streets  has  been  made  and  it  ds  found  that 
they  are  in  no  immediate  need  of  recon- 
struction : 

Old    Morton    street,    River    street,    Whitfield 
street,    Alpha   road,    Athelwold    street. 
Very  truly  yoiurs, 

George  G.   Hyland, 
Commissioner  of   Public   Works. 

Placed    on    file. 


REMOVAL   OF   SNOW,    WILLIAM    CARTER 
PLAYGROUND. 

The   following    was   received: 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April   11,   1940. 
To    the    Oity    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  1,  1940,  concerning  the 
removing  of  snow  which  was  dumped  on 
the  William  Carter  Playground  by  persons 
engaged  in  snow  removal  work  for  his  de- 
partment, and  to  put  grounds  and  fences 
back   in   their  original   condition. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public   Works   Department, 

April   6,    1940. 
Mr.   William    T.   Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return  herewith  order 
in  City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  remove  immediately  the  snow 
which  was  dumped  on  the  William  Carter 
Playground  by  persons  engaged  in  snow  re- 
moval work  for  his  department,  and  to  put 
the  ground  and  fence  back  in  their  original 
condition,  in  order  that  the  playground  may 
be  available  for  use  at  the  earliest  possible 
opportunity. 

This  will  advise  you  that  the  contractor 
who  dumped  snow  at  this  location  has  been 
notified  that  no  final  payment  will  be  made 
until  such  time  as  conditions  are  remedied 
which,  you  may  rest  assured,  if  not  already 
taken  care  of  will  be  taken  care  of  without 
delay. 

Very  truly  yoiurs, 

George  G.   Hyland. 
Commissioner   of    Public   Works. 
Placed    on    file. 


REPAVING    ELLINGWOOD    STREET, 
WARD   10. 

The   following   was   received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   April   10,   1940. 
To    the    Oity    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  March  25,  1940,  concerning 
the  repaying  With  smooth  pavement  as  a 
W.  P.  A.  project  Ellingnvood  street,  Ward  10. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public   Works   Department, 

April    9,    1940. 
Mr.   William   T.   Doyle, 

Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's    Office. 

Dear  Mr.  Doyle,  I  return  herewith   order  in 

Oity   Council  that   the  Commissioner   of   Public 

Works    repave    with    smooth     pavement    as    a 

W.  P.   A.   project  Ellingwood  street,  Ward  10, 


I  find  upon  investigation  that  this  street 
is  in  good  condition  and  in  no  immediate  need 
of    resurfacing. 

Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.   Hyland, 
Commissioner  of   Public   Works. 

Placed    on    file. 


REPLACING  OF  SIDEWALKS,  WARD  4. 

The  following   was   received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   April   10,   1940. 
To    the    Oity    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relative  to 
your  order  of  March  11,  1940,  concerning 
the  replacing  of  the  red  brick  sidewalks  at 
the  following  locations  in  Ward  4  with  arti- 
ficial stone:  West  Brookline  street,  near  cor- 
ner of  Tremont  street ;  Boylston  street,  at  the 
corner   of   St.   Cecilia   street. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Public   Works   Department, 

April  1,  1940. 
Mr.   William   T.   Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return  herewith  order 
in  City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  replace  the  red  brick  sidewalks 
at  the  following  locations  in  Ward  4  with  arti- 
ficial stone,  the  work  to  be  done  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project:  West  Brookline  street,  near  the  cor- 
ner of  Tremont  street ;  Boylston  street,  at  the 
corner  of    St.    Cecilia   street. 

Please  be  advised  that  these  sidewalks  will 
be  replaced  with  artificial  stone  when  weather 
conditions   permit. 

Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.   Hyland, 
Commissioner  of   Public   Works. 
Placed  on   file. 


LIGHTING   CONDITIONS,   CLEVELAND 

PLACE,   WARD   3. 
The    following    was   received: 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,   April   10.   1940. 
To    the    Oity    Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  1,  1940,  concerning  the 
making  of  a  survey  of  the  lighting  conditions 
on   Cleveland   place,   Ward   3. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

April   8,    1940. 
Mr.   William    T.   Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir. — I  return  herewith  order  in  City 
Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
make  a  survey  of  lighting  conditions  on  Cleve- 
land place.  Ward  3,  and  arrange  for  additional 
lighting   on   that   street. 

There  was  a  bracket  lamp  in  Cleveland  place, 
at  No.  19.  and  as  the  building  at  this  location 
was   razed  the  lamp   had  to  be  removed. 

An  order  has  been  sent  to  the  Edison  Com- 
pany to  reinstall  the  lamp  on  the  building  at 
No.    17. 

Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.   Hyland. 
Commissioner   of    Public    Works. 
Placed   on   file. 


CLEANING    OF    EAST    BOSTON    STREETS. 
The   following   was   received: 

City    of    Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   April   10,   1940. 
To    the    Oity    Council. 

Gentlemen. — I   transmit  herewith   letter  from 
the    Public    Works    Commissioner    relative    to 
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your  order  of  Ajpril  1,  1940,  concerning  the 
immediate  cleaning  of  all  streets  in  the  East 
Boston   district. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Public   Works   Department, 

April    8,   1940. 
Mr.   Will iam   T.   Doyle, 

Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's    Office. 
Dear     Sir, — I     have     your     memorandum     of 
April    4,    attaching    order    in     Council,    under 
date  of   April    1,   as   follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  immediately  clean  all  streets  in  the 
Bast    Boston   section." 

From  the  date  of  the  snowstorm,  February 
14,  1940,  until  April  1,  the  street  cleaning 
force  in  East  Boston  were  engaged  in  snow 
remo'val  and  picking  ice.  Since  April  1  the 
street  cleaners  have  been  able  to  resume  their 
regular  work  :  and  at  this  writing,  the  section 
from  Day  square  to  the  waterfront  has  been 
cleaned. 

There    now    remains    the    section    from    Day 
square  to   Orient   Heights,   which   will   be  com- 
pleted Within  a  few  days.     After  that,  regular 
street    cleaning   schedule   may    be    expected. 
Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.   Hyland. 
Commissioner   of    Public    Works: 
Placed   on   file. 


RESURFACING  SOUTH  BOSTON  STREETS. 
The   following   was  received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  11,   1940. 
To    the    Oity    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  1,  1940,  concerning  the 
resurfacing  of  the  following  streets  : 

Silver   street,    East   Sixth   street,    West   Fifth 
street.  West  Fourth  street,   East  Fourth  street, 
B    street,     East     Second    street,    East    Seventh 
street,   N   street,   West   Seventh  street. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Public   Works   Department, 

April    10,   1940. 
Mr.   William   T.   Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return  herewith  order 
in  City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  resurface  with  smooth  pavement, 
as  W.  P.  A.  projects,  the  following-named 
streets   in  Ward  6  : 

Silver  street,  East  Sixth  street,  West  Fifth 
street,  West  Fourth  street,  East  Fourth  street, 
Ward  6 ;  B  street.  East  Second  street.  East 
Seventh  street,  Ward  6  ;  N  street,  West  Seventh 
street,  Ward  6 ;  and  install  bituminous  side- 
walks on  Farragut  road,  East  First  street  to 
East  Sixth  street ;  and  Columbia  road,  O 
street    to    East    Seventh    street,    Ward    6, 

Please  be  advised  that  all  the  street  and 
sidewalk  work  requested  above,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  East  Sixth  street,  will  be  submitted 
on  a  W.  P.  A.  project  for  approval  for  con- 
struction  this   year. 

Relative  to  East  Sixth  street,  upon  investi- 
gation, I  find  that  this  street  is  in  good  condi- 
tion and  in  no  immediate  need  of  reconstruc- 
tion. 

Very  truly  yours. 

George  G.   Hyland. 
Commissioner   of   Public    Works. 
Placed  on   file. 


CLEANING    EAST    BOSTON    PLAY- 
GROUNDS. 
The    following    was   received : 

City    of    Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mavor,   April   11,    1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen. — I   transmit  herewith   letter   from 
the     Park     Department    chairman     relative     to 


your  order  of  April  1,  1940,  concerning  the 
taking  of  immediate  steps  to  clean,  grade,  etc., 
all   playgrounds   in   East  Boston. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
Park    Department,    April    6,    1940. 
Mr.   William    T.   Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  April 
4,  requesting  the  Park  Department  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  clean,  grade,  etc.,  all 
playgrounds  in  East  Boston,  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project. 

The    Federal    Government   would    not   receive 
a    project   of   this    kind   as    it    is    maintenance. 
I     will,     however,     be    pleased    to    have    the 
department     force     take    care    of    these    play- 
grounds   at    the    earliest    possible    moment. 
Very   truly   yours, 
William    P.    Long,    Chairman. 
Placed   on   file. 


RECONSTRUCTION,     WARD     7     STREETS. 
The    following    was   received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April   11,   1940. 
To    the    Oity    Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  March  25,  1940,  concerning  the  re- 
construction of  various  streets  in  Ward  7 
and  the  installation  of  sidewalks  thereon,  as 
a    W.    P.    A.    project. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
Public  Works   Department, 

April    3,    1940. 
Mr.    William    T.    Doyle, 

Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's    Office. 

Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return  herewith  order 
in  City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  reconstruct  the  following  streets 
in  Ward  7,  and  install  sidewalks  thereon,  as 
a    W.     P.    A.     project. 

Ellery  street,  Southampton  to  Boston  streets, 
roadway    and    sidewalks. 

West  Sixth  street,  F  to  Dorchester  streets, 
roadway    and    sidewalks. 

East  Fourth  street,  Dorchester  to  K  streets, 
on  sidewalks,  and   I  to   K  streets,  on  roadway. 

N  street.  East  Seventh  street  to  Columbia 
road,     roadway     and     sidewalks. 

Bast  Seventh  street,  N  street  to  Columbia 
road,    roadway    and    sidewalks. 

Old  Harbor  street,  Dorchester  to  Tele- 
graph   streets,    roadway   and   sidewalks. 

Rogers  street,  Preble  street  to  Devine  way, 
roadway    and    sidewalks. 

West  Seventh  street,  F  to  Dorchester  streets, 
roadway    and    sidewalks. 

O  street.  East  Seventh  street  to  Columbia 
road,    black    bituminous    sidewalks. 

Howell    street,    sidewalks. 

Bellflower     street,     roadway     and     sidewalks. 

Dorset    street,    roadway    and    sidewalks. 

Roseclair    street,    roadway    and    sidewalks. 

Washburn    street,    concrete   sidewalks. 

Dawes    street,    roadway    and    sidewalks. 

Thomas  park,  concrete  sidewalks  and  road- 
way. 

This  will  advise  you  that  Ellery  street. 
West  Sixth  street,  N  street,  Old  Harbor 
street.  Rogers  street,  Bellflower  street.  Rose- 
clair street  have  been  submitted  on  a  W.  P.  A. 
project. 

In  regard  to  East  Fourth  street,  East  Seventh 
street,  West  Seventh  street,  O  street,  Howell 
street,  Dorset  street,  Washburn  street,  Dawes 
street.  Thomas  park,  please  be  advised  that 
a  survey  is  now  being  made  to  determine  just 
what  work  will  be  necessary  on  these  streets. 
If  the  necessary  funds  are  available  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  year,  I  will  endeavor  to  have 
these  streets  soibmitttd  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
Very  truly  yours. 

George   G.    Hylanii. 
Commissioner   of   Public    Works. 

Placed    on    file. 


147 


OITY    COUNCIL. 


"WELFARE    UNIT,    GEORGE    STREET 
SCHOOL. 

The   following   was  received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April   11,    1940. 
To    the    Oity    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Welfare  secretary  relative  to  your 
order  of  March  11,  1940,  concerning  the  es- 
tablishing of  a  welfare  unit  at  the  George 
Street  School  on  George  street,  Ward  8. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 

April    5,    1940. 
Hon.    Maurice   J.    Tobin, 

Mayor    of    Boston. 
Attention    of    Mr.    William    T.    Doyle. 

Dear  Sir, — This  department  has  received 
your  communication  with  inclosed  copy  of 
an  order  from  the  City  Council,  dated  March 
11,     1940,    reading    as    follows : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Director  of  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Public  Welfare  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  establish 
a  -welfare  unit  at  the  George  Street  School  on 
George    street,    Ward    8." 

May  I  state  that  the  Board  of   Overseers   of 
the  Public  Welfare  has  designated  a  Committee 
of    the    Board    which     will    shortly    make    an 
inspection    tour    of    the    district    in    which    the 
George    Street    School    is    located,    and    report 
back    to    the    full    Board    as    to    the    possibility 
and  advisability  of  establishing  therein   a   new 
unit    for    the    Public    Welfare    Department. 
Respectfully     yours, 
William   G.    O'Harb,    Secretary. 
Placed  on   file. 


INCREASE  OF  SUPPLEMENTARY  AID. 
The   following    was   received: 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April   11,   1940. 
To    the    Oity    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
'the  Public  Welfare  secretary  relative  to  your 
order  of  March  4,  1940,  concerning  the  matter 
of  increasing  the  supplementary  aid  to  those 
individuals  or  families  who  are  employed  in 
private  industry  at  very  Qow  rates  of  pay 
and  are  absolutely  unable  to  provide  the  bare 
necessities  of  life  out  of  their  meager  earnings. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 

April  5,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Attention  of  Mr.  William  T.  Doyle. 

Dear  Sir,— This  department  has  received  your 
communication  with  inclosed  copy  of  an  order 
from  the  City  Council,  dated  March  4,  1940, 
reading  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
immediately  look  into  the  matter  of  increasing 
the  supplementary  aid  to  those  individuals  or 
families  who  are  employed  in  private  industry 
at  very  low  rates  of  pay  and  are  absolutely  unable 
to  provide  the  bare  necessities  of  life  out  of  their 
meager  earnings." 

May  I  state  that  a  short  time  ago  a  check-up 
was  made  on  this  very  matter.  It  was  found  that 
in  addition  to  those  whose  W.  P.  A.  wages  were 
being  supplemented,  supplementary  aid  was  being 
given  to  982  persons  whose  individual  or  family 
income  was  so  meager  as  not  to  allow  them  to 
provide  for  the  bare  necessities  of  life. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  G.  O'Hake,  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


PEDESTRIAN   STOP   LIGHTS,   WARD   9. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  11,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order  of 
March  4,  1940,  concerning  the  installation  of 
automatic  stop  signs  which  might  be  operated  by 
pedestrians  at  the  junction  of  Davenport  street 
and  Columbus  avenue,  Ward  9. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  March  15,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin. 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge receipt  of  Council  order  dated  March  4,  1940, 
which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
automatic  stop  signs  which  might  be  operated  by 
pedestrians  at  the  junction  of  Davenport  street 
and  Columbus  avenue,  Ward  9." 

At  the  present  time  there  are  no  funds  available 
to  this  commission  for  the  installation   of  traffic 
signals  at  Columbus  avenue  and  Davenport  street. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


RANDOLPH    STREET    PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  11,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to  your 
order  of  March  18,  1940,  concerning  the  removing 
of  the  foundation  of  the  old  building  at  the  Ran- 
dolph Street  Playground,  as  it  is  a  menace  to  the 
boys  playing  baseball  there,  and  to  resurface  the 
entire  playground  with  loam. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Park  Department,  April  3,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  March 
28,  with  inclosure,  order  of  the  City  Council 
regarding  the  removal  of  the  foundation  of  the 
old  building  at  Randolph  Street  Playground  and 
resurfacing  the  playground  with  loam. 

Please  be  informed  thai  (he  project  has  been 
accepted  by  the  Federal  Government  to  regrade 
and  fill  the  entire  playground  area,  erect  fences, 
remove  the  old  foundation  and  even  the  old  shelter. 
This  work  will  be  started  just  as  soon  as  the 
weather  permits. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


BRIDGE    CURBING,    COLUMBIA    CIRCLE, 
WARD   7. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  11,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to  your 
order  of  March  2o,  1940,  concerning  the  raising 
of  the  curbing  on  the  bridge  over  the  railroad 
tracks  at  Columbia  Circle,  Ward  7. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  April  3,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir. — I  have  your  memorandum  of  March 
27  with  inclosure,   order  of  the  City  Council  re- 
garding the  raising  of  the  curbing  on  the  bridge 
over   the   railroad    tracks   at   Columbia   Circle. 

At  the  present  time  this  curbing  is  13  inches 
above    the    grade    of    the    road.     The    sidewalk 
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is  5  inches  above  the  grade  and  the  curbing  is  8 
inches  higher  than  the  sidewalk.  To  raise  this 
curbing  any  higher  would  be  dangerous  for  persons 
leaving  the  station.  In  other  words,  it  would 
be  too  high  to  step  over. 

There  are  certain  repairs  that  will  of  necessity 
be  required  which  will  be  taken  care  of  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


COLUMBUS   STADIUM   AND    STRANDWAY 
PARK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  11,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to  your 
order  of  April  1,  1940,  concerning  the  cleaning 
and  grading  of  Columbus  Stadium  and  Strandway 
Park,  repair  of  locker  building,  etc.,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  available  for  use  as  soon  as  possible. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  April  6,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  April  4, 
with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  re- 
garding the  Stadium  and  Strandway  and  locker 
building  on  same,  and  asking  that  a  W.  P.  A. 
project  be  made  to  comply  with  this  order. 

The  Federal  Government  would  consider  the 
above  maintenance  work  and  would  not  allow  a 
project  of  this  kind  to  go  through. 

I  will  be  pleased,  however,  to  comply  with  the 
councilor's  request  and  have  the  place  put  in  con- 
dition just  as  soon  as  we  can  possibly  do  so  by 
departmental  forces. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


CLEANING   OF   VACANT    LOTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  11,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  March  25,  1940,  concerning  the  devising  of  some 
plan,  if  possible,  whereby  all  vacant  lots  in  the 
city,  both  publicly  and  privately  owned,  may  be 
cleared  of  all  objectionable  debris. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

April  2,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.   Doyle, — This  is  in   reference  to  the 
following  order  that  was  passed   in  the  City  Council 
on  March  25,  1940: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  devise  some  plan  immediately,  if  possible, 
whereby  all  vacant  lots  in  the  city,  both  publicly 
and  privately  owned,  may  be  cleared  of  all  objec- 
tionable debris." 

It  would  not  be  practical  for  this  department  to 
consider  removing  debris  from  either  publicly  or 
privately  owned  lots,  as  we  have  a  difficult  enough 
time  to  keep  the  public  streets  of  the  city  in  a 
clean  condition. 

The  responsibility  for  removing  objectional 
debris  from  privately-owned  lots  rests  with  the 
owner  of  the  particular  piece  of  property,  and,  in 
the  case  of  publicly-owned  lots,  with  the  depart- 
ment that  has  control  over  the  particular  lot. 

For  reasons  as  stated  in  this  communication,  I 
recommend  the  disapproval  of  the  above-referenced 
order. 

Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

•    The     following    petitions     were    received     and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Antoine's  Beauty  Salon,  Inc.,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  1941  Beacon  street, 
caused  by  break  in  water  main. 

AlexanderBeder,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

Joe  Bramante,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

Mrs.  J.  Edward  Butler,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  coat  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at 
St.  Stephen  street  and  Symphony  road. 

Thomas  J.  Cunningham,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  caused  by  break  in  water  main. 

John  P.  Curran,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  1464  Dor- 
chester avenue. 

Michael  DeMattia,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Parker 
street. 

Hugh  P.  Doherty,  to  be  reimbursed  on  account 
of  accident  which  occurred  in  performance  of  duty. 

Francis  D.  Donlan,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execu- 
tion issued  against  him. 

George  Ebenfield,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Euston  road. 

G.  Fazio  &  Co.,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  92  Commercial  street,  caused  by 
broken  water  pipe. 

Fenton  Brothers'  Orchestra,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  car  by  fire  truck. 

Charles  T.  Hall,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  131  Dakota 
street. 

Catherine  F.  Hernan,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  52  Hancock 
street. 

Mary  A.  Hughes,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Joe  &  Nemo,  Inc.,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  26  Cambridge  street,  caused  by 
stoppage  in  sewer. 

Jerome  M.  Kaitz,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  snowplow. 

A.  S.  Livermore,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  128  Northern 
avenue. 

Martin  A.  Lombard,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  in  performance  of  duty 
as  fireman. 

Duncan  MacKillop,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
expenses  incurred  for  sewer  work. 

Barbara  Mahoney,  for  refund  on  dog  license. 

Emma  C.  Mahoney,  for  compensation  for 
collapse  of  water  boiler  at  17  Greenville  street. 

Etta  L.  Morrison,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  1102-1106  Blue  Hill  avenue,  caused 
by  snowplow. 

William  A.  Murphy,  for  compensation  for  loss 
of  teeth  while  working  on  snow  removal. 

T.  &  T.  Market,  Inc.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Forest  Hills. 

Jeannette  M.  Mitchell,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  employee  of  Sanitary  Division. 

New  England  Newspaper  Publishing  Com- 
pany, for  compensation  for  damage  to  truck  by 
city  truck. 

Mary  Nowell  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  93  Train  street. 

Annie  O'Callaghan,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Dudley 
street. 

William  A.  Rolfe,  to  be  paid  for  transportation 
charges  by  Public  Works  Department. 

John  A.  Ryan,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  in  performance  of  duty. 

Leo  Silver,  for  compensation  for  damage  to  car 
by  city  team. 

U  Dryvit  Auto  Rental  Company,  Inc.,  for 
compensation  for  damage  to  truck  by  city  truck. 

United  States  Post  Office,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  truck  by  city  truck. 

Walker-Condon  South  Boston  Express,  for 
compensation  for  damage  to  truck  caused  by  an 
alleged  defect  at  6  and  8  Portland  street. 

F.  B.  Williams,  Jr.,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  truck  by  city  truck. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 
Petitions  for  driveway  openings,  viz.: 
Gulf  Oil  Corporation,   055-065  Commonwealth 
avenue,  corner  Granby  street. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Boston  Dispensary,  Harvard  street,  Ward  3. 
Louis     DeSanctis,     Bennington     and     Bremen 
streets,  Ward  1. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Mary  E.  Foster  to  be  paid  annuity 
on  account  of  death  of  her  husband,  William  J. 
Foster,  late  member  of  Fire  Department. 


NOTICE  OF  INTEREST  IN  CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  James  A.  McEIaney, 
secretary  of  Board  of  Appeal  of  Building  Depart- 
ment, that  Massachusetts  Lime  &  Cement  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  is  president,  has  been  awarded 
contract  for  furnishing  masons'  material  and 
cement  for  Department  of  School  Buildings,  Nor- 
man street,  and  also  city  contract  for  furnishing 
cement  to  different  departments  for  year  1940. 

Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK   CONSTRUCTION. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  together  with  orders 
assessing  half  cost  of  constructing  artificial  stone 
sidewalks  to  owners  of  record  of  estates  bordering 
thereon,  viz.: 

Half  Cost. 

Granby  street,  Ward  21 $139  83 

Bay  State  road,  Ward  21 491   65 

Ashby  street,  Ward  21 141   74 

The  orders  were  severally  passed. 


CHANGE   OF   STREET    NAMES. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  changing  of  names  of  public 
ways,  effective  March  1,  1940,  as  follows: 

Codman  Hill  street,  Roxbury  district,  from  Cod- 
man  park  to  Washington  street;  new  name, 
Corliss  street. 

Lilac  road,  Hyde  Park  district,  from  Arlington 
street  to  Central  avenue;   new  name,  Laval  street. 

Placed  on  file. 


DESIGNATION   OF  CHAIRMAN  OF  ELEC- 
TION  COMMISSIONERS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  designa- 
tion of  William  A.  Motley,  Jr.,  of  22  Glenburnie 
road,  West  Roxbury,  to  be  Chairman  of  Board  of 
Election  Commissioners  for  term  ending  March 
31, 1941. 

Placed  on  file. 


DESIGNATION  OF  ACTING  CORPORATION 
COUNSEL. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  the 
resignation  on  April  6  of  Henry  Parkman.  Jr.,  as 
Corporation  Counsel,  and  designation  of  Wilfred 
J.  Doyle,  City  Clerk,  as  Acting  Corporation 
Counsel  until  a  permanent  appointment  is  made. 

Placed  on  file. 

DIVIDENDS    OF    BOSTON    ELEVATED 
RAILWAY. 

Coun.  TAYLOR  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  draft 
a  bill  for  presentation  to  the  Legislature  providing 
that  dividends  to  stockholders  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  be  abolished  until 
such  time  as  the  Boston  Elevated  shows  a  profit 
instead  of  a  deficit. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— -Mr.  President,  I  move  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  that  the  order  may  be  put 
upon  its  passage.  Many  years  ago,  when  the 
Legislature  forced  upon  an  unsuspecting  public 
the  Elevated  Public  Control  Act,  it  was  arranged 
in  the  bill  that  the  stockholders  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  be  given  a  tentative 
5J  per  cent  dividend,  which  was  to  be  increased  to 
6  per  cent  and  then,  I  think  in  1931,  during  the 
beginning  of  the  depression,  the  Legislature 
changed  the  bill,  reducing  the  amount  of  the 
dividend  from  6  per  cent  to  5  per  cent.  It  is  a 
very  unusual  situation  to  have  a  private  concern, 
because  of  mismanagement   being  unable   to  make 


a  profit,  force  upon  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  and 
the  surrounding  towns  a  guaranty  that  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Elevated  Railway  shall  receive  such 
dividends.  There  are  many  other  private  enter- 
prises which  during  the  depression  suffered  just 
as  severely  as  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Com- 
pany, and  the  stockholders  of  such  corporations 
has  to  take  a  loss,  while  the  Elevated  stockholders 
were  assured  this  profit.  It  is  rather  peculiar, 
also,  when  you  consider  the  situation  of  other 
similar  companies.  The  Eastern  Massachusetts, 
for  example,  which  for  twenty  years  never  paid  a 
dividend  to  its  stockholders,  has  put  its  house  in 
such  order  that  on  the  last  di%'idend  date  it  paid 
its  stockholders  a  dividend  of  one  dollar  on  the 
common  stock.  That  is,  the  Eastern  Massa- 
chusetts, compelled  to  pull  itself  out  of  a  hole 
by  its  own  efforts,  without  such  aid  as  has  been 
afforded  the  Boston  Elevated,  was  finally  able  to 
pay  a  dividend  to  its  stockholders.  But  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  still  has  to 
have  the  help  of  Boston  and  the  surrounding 
municipalities  under  this  guaranty  of  the  payment 
of  annual  dividends  to  its  wealthy  stockholders. 
Such  a  thing  is  certainly  unusual  in  any  other 
private  business.  Where  a  corporation  does  not 
make  money,  dividends  are  not  paid,  and  the 
stockholders  take  their  chance.  But  here  the 
responsibility  is  imposed  on  the  people  of  Boston 
and  the  surrounding  towns  to  pay  this  dividend. 
The  Legislature  reduced  the  guaranteed  dividend 
from  6  per  cent  to  5  per  cent  in  1931,  and  from 
1931  to  date  these  5  per  cent  annual  dividends 
have  been  paid,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  road 
has  been  running  at  a  deficit,  which  this  past  year 
amounted  to  over  $2,000,000.  There  is  no  reason 
in  the  world  why  those  who  have  charge  of  the 
Boston  Elevated  should  pay  this  guaranteed 
dividend,  while  these  deficits  are  going  on.  The 
Legislature  has  the  legal  right  to  take  action 
reducing  or  even  doing  away  with  the  dividend, 
where  it  is  not  being  earned  by  the  road,  as  is 
shown  by  its  action  in  reducing  the  dividend  from 
6  per  cent  to  5  per  cent  in  1931.  Therefore,  in 
justice  to  the  people  of  Boston,  who  with  the 
people  of  other  parts  of  the  metropolitan  district 
pay  the  bills,  such  a  bill  as  I  have  suggested  in 
this  order  should  be  drafted  by  the  Corporation 
Counsel  for  presentation  to  the  Legislature,  and 
I  feel  sure  that  if  such  a  bill  is  presented  to  the 
Legislature,  having  the  interests  of  the  people  at 
heart,  it  will  enact  such  legislation. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RESURFACING   SPALDING    STREET. 
WARD    11. 

Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 

be  requested,   through   his   Honor  the  Mayor,   to 

resurface  with  smooth  pavement   Spalding  street, 

Ward  11.  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PLAYGROUND    FACILITIES,    WARD  17. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following  orders: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  cause 
to  be  erected  a  bubbler  fountain  at  the  back  steps 
of  the  field  house  in  Roberts  Playground.  Ward  17, 
and  also  that  a  sprinkler  system  to  keep  down  the 
dust  be  installed  at  said  playground,  under  W.  P.  A. 
type  of  construction. 

Ordered.  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  cause 
to  be  constructed,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project,  a  small 
children's  playground  (for  children  of  twelve  years 
and  under)  on  the  now  unoccupied  field  in  the 
rear  of  the  Dorchester  High  School  for  Girls  and 
owned  by  the  School  Buildings  Department, 
under  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction. 

Coun.  WICKES — Mr.  President,  these  orders 
will  not  involve  any  large  expense  to  the  Park 
Commissioner.  The  first  one  proposes  the  erection 
of  a  bubbler  fountain  at  the  back  steps  of  the  field 
house  in  the  Roberts  Playground.  The  W.  P.  A. 
authorities  already  have  an  open  ditch  in  the 
playground  at  the  present  time  for  other  work, 
ana  consequently  the  city  could  put  a  one-inch 
water  pipe  in  this  ditch  for  the  bubbler  fountain 
and  possibly  also  for  the  sprinkler  system  to  keep 
down  the  dust  in  the  playground.     This  sprinkler 
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system  could  be  installed  under  W.  P.  A.  type  of 
construction,  thus  saving  time  and  expense  which 
might  be  incurred  at  a  later  date.  As  to  the 
second  order,  looking  to  the  construction  as  a 
W.  P.  A.  project  of  a  small  children's  playground, 
for  children  of  twelve  and  under,  on  the  now  un- 
occupied field  in  the  rear  of  the  Dorchester  High 
School  for  Girls,  owned  by  the  School  Buildings 
Department,  this  area,  if  improved  as  suggested, 
could  be  used  during  the  school  season  as  an  out- 
door gymnasium  yard  for  the  high  school  girls 
in  the  spring  and  fall.  Miss  Twigg,  principal  of 
the  high  school,  who  has  been  there  for  many  years, 
informs  me  that  there  has  been  a  conspicuous 
lack  of  such  facilities  for  years, —  that  is,  a  play- 
ground for  small  children.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  the  Council  will  pass  these  orders,  so  that  the 
necessary  work  will  be  done  out  there. 

The  orders  were  passed  under    suspension  of  the 
rule. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  CHARLES  STREET 
PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  the  playground  on  Charles  street  and 
place  the  grounds  in  first-class  condition  for 
the  use  of  adults  and  children  during  the  summer 
months. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESANDING  OF  CHARLES  STREET  BEACH, 
WARD   3. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That    the     Park     Commissioner     be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
resand  the  beach  on  Charles  street,  Ward  3. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SEWERAGE   SYSTEM,    SOUTH   END. 

Coun.  HURLEY  and  D.  H.  SULLIVAN 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to 
institute  a  W.  P.  A.  program  for  the  purpose  of 
eliminating  in  the  South  End  district  of  Boston 
the  abominable  conditions  which  have  existed 
for  many  years  because  of  the  inadequacy  of  the 
sewerage  system  in  that  section  of  the  city. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  I  have  a 
letter  here  that  I  think  will  explain  this  order  very 
thoroughly.  It  is  a  letter  addressed  to  a  former 
City  Councilor  representing  my  ward,  from 
Division  Engineer  George  W.  Dakin,  of  the  Sewer 
Division  of  the  Public  Works  Department,  under 
date  of  December  30,  1937.  The  letter  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

"Dear  Councillor, — The  drainage  system  serving 
the  South  End  District  in  question  is  one  that  has 
long  been  built,  and  nearly  all  the  buildings  in  the 
district  have  been  built  fifty  to  seventy-five  years 
or  more,  and  consist  at  present  mostly  of  apart- 
ment, store  and  business  blocks  and  the  district  is 
thickly  populated. 

The  drainage  system  is  inadequate,  in  that  it 
does  not  properly  serve  the  district  in  question, 
and,  I  understand,  has  not  done  so  for  many  years. 

During  dry  weather  and  storm  periods  of  lesser 
intensity,  the  sewerage  system  operates  without 
giving  trouble,  but  during  periods  of  heavy  rain- 
fall and  heavy  downpours,  particularly  when  these 
occur  at  high  tides,  the  sewers  and  drains  become 
overtaxed,  resulting  in  the  flooding  of  cellars  by 
backing  up  through  leaky  drains  inside  and  out- 
side the  buildings,  and  because  many  cellars  that 
do  get  flooded  have  not  the  proper  installations 
of  back  water  valves,  and  lack  private  pumping 
equipment. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  district  in 
question  is  for  the  most  part  filled-in  tidal  lands, 
the  streets  are  nearly  level  or  have  slight  slopes, 
many  of  the  yards  are  below  the  surface  of  the 
streets  and  alleys,  and  some  of  the  several  alleys 
are  down  near  high  water  mark,  which  makes  it 
impossible  under  present  conditions  to  properly 
drain  the  district  during  the  heavy  rainfall  periods 
as  aforementioned,  occurring  approximately  four  or 
five  times  annually. 


The  district  tributary  to  Union  Park  street  used 
to  be  in  a  similar  condition,  as  regards  drainage 
until  the  Union  Park  street  pumping  station  was 
built,  and  some  new  low  level  main  sewers  were 
constructed,  leading  to  this  pumping  station. 

In  order  to  relieve  the  district  in  question,  the 
one  complained  of,  it  will  be  necessary  to  con- 
struct a  pumping  system  and  also  a  drain  or  drains 
to  furnish  relief  from  flooding  during  the  periods 
of  heavy  downpours  at  high  tides. 

I  recommend  consideration,  first,  of  a  'Booster' 
pumping  arrangement,  to  be  located  at  Albany 
street  near  Concord  street,  and  a  connection  made 
in  Albany  street,  at  East  Dedham  street  leading 
from  the  East  Dedham  street  sewer  into  the  Union 
Park  street  pumping  station. 

In  my  opinion  this  project  will  relieve  the  low 
alleys  and  cellars,  so  that  they  will,  in  all  prob 
ability,  not  be  flooded  during  periods  of  heavy 
downpour  at  high  tides. 

The  estimated  cost  of  this  project  is  $200,000. 

If,  for  any  reason,  this  arrangement  does  not 
work  out  as  we  contemplate  it  will,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  build,  second,  a  pumping  station 
similar  to  Union  Park  street  and  construct  several 
lines  of  low  level  sewers  and  a  force  main  leading 
to  this  new  pumping  station. 

This  would  entail  a  considerably  larger  expendi- 
ture, approximately  $400,000. 

The  relief  of  this  South  End  District  has  been 
under  consideration  by  the  Sewer  Division  for 
many  years,  but  nothing  definite  has  been  done  in 
making  plans  therefor,  owing  to  the  lack  of  avail- 
able funds  for  construction  of  the  project. 

The  district  does  merit  relief  as  the  writer  con- 
tends, and  the  unsatisfactory  drainage  conditions 
must  continue  as  at  present  until  relief  by  pump- 
ing, as  I  have  described  above,  has  been  furnished 
by  the  city.  , 

Until  this  is  accomplished,  owners  of  buildings 
must  of  necessity,  if  they  are  to  be  relieved  of 
floodings,  tighten  up  their  leaky  house  and  yard 
drains  and  private  sewers  in  alleys,  and  provide 
themselves  with  ejector  pumps  to  handle  the  flood 
conditions  in  their  cellars  during  periods  when  the 
backing  up  occurs. 

In  my  opinion  the  South  End  property  owners, 
long  suffering,  have  just  cause  for  complaint,  and 
the  drainage  of  the  district  ought  to  be  improved 
and  conditions  remedied  as  soon  as  possible. 
Respectfully, 

George  W.  Dakin, 
Division  Engineer." 

I  think  that  letter  is  self-explanatory,  and  I  have 
also  a  communication  here  from  Mr.  Thomas 
Curley,  of  the  South  End  House  Association,  ask- 
ing me  to  introduce  this  order,  and  telling  me  that  a 
survey  of  tuberculosis  in  the  City  of  Boston  has 
shown  that  this  area  in  question  has  the  highest 
tuberculosis  rate  of  any  section  in  the  city.  The 
association,  which  made  this  survey,  contends  that 
much  of  the  T.  B.  trouble  is  caused  by  lack  of 
proper  sewerage  facilities  in  the  district.  I  believe 
what  is  proposed  in  this  order  is  a  very  worthy 
project  and  that  it  should  be  taken  care  of  as  soon 
as  possible.     I  trust  that  the  order  will  pass. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  speak- 
ing on  the  same  order,  I  feel  that  the  condition  re- 
ferred to  is  a  public  disgrace.  It  has  been  clearly 
shown  that  that  is  a  section  of  the  city  where  the 
sewerage  system  is  totally  inadequate.  I  have 
looked  into  the  matter  myself  in  the  past  two 
years,  calling  at  homes  and  checking  up  on  sewerage 
conditions,  and  I  am  convinced  that  this  is  a 
matter  that  must  be  taken  care  of.  A  checking  up 
in  the  South  End  section — Wards  8,  9,  3  and  4 — 
shows  that  in  many  cases,  aside  from  a  small  sec- 
tion where  new  streets  have  been  put  in,  bad  sewer- 
age conditions  can  only  be  eliminated  by  putting  in 
new  sewers.  I  trust  most  earnestly,  therefore, 
that  the  order  will  pass  and  that  these  abominable 
sewerage  conditions  in  the  South  End  district  will 
be  relieved  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES,   CARNEY   HOS- 
PITAL. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  SCANNELL  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That"  the  Mayor  request  the  Co i 

sioner  of  Public  Buildings  to  provide  for  proper 
ambulance  facilities  for  the  Carney  Hospital,  South 
Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


CHESTER  PARK  IMPROVEMENTS,  WARD  9. 

Coiin.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  take  im- 
mediate steps  to  make  the  necessary  improvements 
at  Chester  Park,  such  as  sodding,  planting  of  more 
trees,  repairing  benches,  etc.,  either  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project  or  otherwise,  said  park  being  located  on 
Massachusetts  avenue,  Ward  9. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


IMPROVEMENT   OF   BLACKSTONE   PARK, 
WARD   9. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  put 
Blackstone  Park,  located  in  the  South  End  section 
of  Ward  9,  in  proper  condition  for  greater  use  by 
repairing  the  benches,  setting  off  an  area  as  a  safe 
play  area  for  children,  and  to  furnish  adequate 
supervision  for  this  play  area  and  the  wading  pool 
during  the  summer  months. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


IMPROVEMENT   OF   MASSACHUSETTS 
AVENUE   RESERVATION. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
the  necessary  improvements,  such  as  reseeding, 
etc.,  on  the  reservation  on  Massachusetts  avenue 
between  Washington  street  and  Columbus  avenue, 
Ward  9. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING   OF  EASTBURN   STREET, 
WARD  22. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 

be  requested,   through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,   to 

resurface   with   smooth   paving,    Eastburn  street, 

Ward  22,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SKELETON  FORCE,  CITY  DEPARTMENTS, 
APRIL  20. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    his    Honor   the    Mayor    be   re- 
quested   to    authorize    a    skeleton    force    of    city 
workers  in  all  departments,  where  permissible,  on 
Saturday,  April  20. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT    OF    FINANCE    COMMISSION    RE 
BEANO   GAMES. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Finance  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  Boston  City  Council  as  to  whether  the 
Attorney-General  or  District  Attorney  for  Suffolk 
County  were  given  a  report  of  the  findings  made 
by  the  Boston  Finance  Commission  relative  to 
their  investigation  of  Beano  games  in  1936. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  we  have  now 
in  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Council  an 
order  requesting  the  Finance  Commission  to  in- 
vestigate Beano  games.  I  have  in  my  hand  a 
report  of  the  Boston  Finance  Commission  of  the 
results  of  its  investigation  into  the  operations  of 
the  promoters  of  Beano  games  in  Boston,  the 
report  being  made  on  August  13,  1936.  The  report 
is  as  follows: 

"Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

"Honorable  Sir, — During  the  last  few  months 
the  Finance  Commission  has  received  many  com- 
plaints from  responsible  business  and  civic  interests 
against  the  operations  of  the  promoters  of  the  so- 
called  Beano  racket  in  Boston. 

"The  complaints  have  been  that  this  form  of 
gambling  particularly  is  undermining  the  morality 


of  the  community.  Family  well  being  is  suffering 
and  many  a  dollar  that  should  and  could  be  spent 
in  family  purchases  in  legitimate  business  houses 
is  being  diverted  to  a  small  group  of  racketeers, 
who  have  commercialized  what  began  as  a  more 
or  less  harmless  game  of  chance. 

"Originally  a  church  organization,  a  veteran's 
post  or  some  other  charitable  organization  would 
conduct  a  Beano  game  as  a  side  attraction  at  a 
semi-occasional  party  as  a  means  of  raising  money 
for  needy  maintenance  and  developing  and  con- 
solidating neighborhood  good  will. 

"The  profit  to  such  a  game  became  so  great  that 
soon  all  other  attractions  at  these  parties  were 
abandoned  and  Beano  became  the  sole  attraction. 

"A  group  of  persons  originally  identified  with 
no  charity  or  church  saw  the  possibilities  of  cutting 
in  on  the  profits  by  specializing  in  managing  the 
games.  They  furnished  the  paraphernalia  with 
which  the  game  is  played,  the  prizes  and  the 
operators.  In  short  order  the  church  and  chari- 
table organizations  turned  their  names  and  facilities 
over  to  the  professional  operators  and  were  content 
to  take  a  percentage  of  the  profits.  They  left 
all  the  details  of  management  to  the  small  group 
who  had  commercialized  the  game. 

"Under  the  guise  of  one  charity  or  another, 
Beano  games  became  established  all  over  the 
community.  The  craze  spread  like  midget  golf 
of  a  few  years  ago,  hut  unlike  midget  golf  Beano 
offered  some  possibility  of  obtaining  something 
besides  exercise  and  it  survived  the  partial  collapse 
which  came  when  the  novelty  of  it  first  wore  off. 

"With  its  renewed  life,  development  of  it  as  a 
money-making  possibility  rapidly  advanced. 
Where  originally  it  was  confined  to  club  houses 
and  church  grounds  in  residential  sections,  it 
now  is  more  or  less  firmly  implanted  in  the  down- 
town business  sections.  The  promoters  eagerly 
seek  to  obtain  locations  in  the  big  shopping  centers 
because  they  realize  that  it  is  to  those  sections 
that  people  go  with  money  to  spend.  They  offer 
all  kinds  of  inducements  to  entice  the  spending 
public.  They  open  their  doors  before  the  shops 
are  open.  They  know  that  many  who  come  to 
the  shopping  center  will  forget  the  shop  and  stay 
in  the  Beano  parlor  to  gamble. 

"The  Finance  Commission  has  been  quietly 
gathering  information  about  the  manner  in  which 
licenses  are  obtained,  the  real  beneficiaries  of  the 
game,  and  the  conditions  surrounding  their 
operation.  The  commission  is  positively  con- 
vinced that  the  game  is  'a  racket,'  so  called,  in 
Boston  today,  and  that  racketeers  control  the 
operations  and  obtain  most  of  the  profit  of  the 
majority  of  games  in  operation. 

"The  commission  is  prepared  to  reveal  to  you 
and  to  the  public  at  a  public  hearing  evidence  to 
substantiate  this  claim.  It  awaited  your  return 
because  it  doubted  the  authority  or  desire  of  the 
Acting  Mayor  to  go  beyond  temporary  palliative 
regulations. 

"The  commission  has  noted  your  statement  in 
the  newspapers  from  New  York  that  you  intend 
to  take  some  action.  On  the  action  you  take 
will  depend  the  commission's  decision  to  hold 
public  hearings  to  bring  into  the  public  light  the 
evidence  the  commission  has  found  and  to  establish 
the  truth  of  much  gossip  relating  to  the  manage- 
ment and  supervision  of  the  games. 

"The  commission  recognizes  that  the  Legis- 
lature legalized  Beano  games.  The  benefits  to 
charity,  however,  which  the  legislators  were  led  to 
believe  would  come  from  legalized  operation  have 
not  materialized.  The  names  of  church  and 
charitable  organizations  have  been  brought  into 
disrepute  by  the  professional  operators.  The 
amount  of  money  received  by  these  organiza- 
tions from  the  professional  operators  is  negligible. 

"Fraud  and  collusion  is  not  only  possible  under 
the  present  scheme  of  operation,  but  actually 
is  practiced.  Political  influence,  not  church  or 
charitable  organizations  influence,  now  dictates 
the  issuance  of  permits  and  the  regulations  of 
operators. 

"Because  of  the  demoralizing  influence  on  the 
public  and  the  paid  agents  of  the  public  in  the 
regulation  of  Beano,  the  Finance  Commission 
believes  the  public  good  would  be  served  best  by 
absolute   prohibition   of   it. 

"  Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  Mark  Sullivan,  Chairman, 
Philip  A.  Chapman, 
Robert  Robinson, 
James  E.  Maquire, 
Joseph  A.  Scolponeti, 

The  Finance  Commission." 
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Now,  Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
Legislature  has  legalized  Beano  games  on  condi- 
tion that  the  proceeds  from  those  games  shall  be 
solely  distributed  to  charity,  for  church  work  and 
like  purposes,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  in  1936 
the  Finance  Commission  found  that  the  proceeds 
from  those  games  were  going  into  the  pockets  of 
racketeers  instead  of  for  charitable  purposes,  I 
say  that  either  the  Attorney-General  of  the  Com- 
monwealth or  the  District  Attorney  for  Suffolk 
County  should  have  taken  action  before  this; 
and  I  feel,  inasmuch  as  the  Finance  Commission  is 
costing  the  City  of  Boston  $50,000  a  year,  and 
that  the  City  Council  is  in  no  small  way  charged 
with  the  responsibility  of  finding  out  the  manner 
in  which  the  money  is  spent,  we  are  entitled  to 
know  more  about  what  has  been  done  with  this 
report,  namely,  whether  the  Finance  Commission 
notified  the  proper  law-enforcing  officers  of  the 
state  and  county  of  its  findings  relative  to  Beano 
games. 

Coun.  FISH— Mr.  President,  what  is  that 
order? 

President  GALV1N — It  is  an  order  that  the 
Boston  Finance  Commission  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advise  the  Boston  City 
Council  whether  the  Attorney-General  or  District 
Attorney  of  Suffolk  County  were  given  a  report  on 
the  findings  made  by  the  Boston  Finance  Com- 
mission relative  to  their  investigation  of  Beano 
games  in  1936. 

Coun.  FISH — It  is  not  proposing  another  in- 
vestigation? 

President  GALVIN — No.  It  is  an  order  re- 
questing the  Finance  Commission,  through  the 
Mayor,  to  advise  us  as  to  whether  the  Attorney- 
General  or  the  District  Attorney  were  given  a 
report  of  the  findings  made  by  the  Boston  Finance 
Commission  relative  to  their  investigation  of 
Beano  games  in  1936. 

Coun.  L1NEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  feel  that 
the  gentleman  from  the  Back  Bay  (Coun.  Chase)  is 
wasting  the  time  of  the  Council  by  introducing 
-and  speaking  upon  such  an  order,  when  the  simple 
thing  for  him  to  do  would  be  to  personally  request 
the  Finance  Commission  for  information  in  regard 
to  the  matter.  I  object  to  his  wasting  the  time 
of  the  Council,  when  he  could  easily  call  up  the 
Finance  Commission  and  find  out  what  he  wishes 
to  find  olut. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order, 
but  the  Chair  was  in  doubt  on  the  voice  vote,  and 
Coun.  CHASE  asked  for  a  roll  call. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll,  and  the  order  was 
rejected,  yeas  4,  nays  13: 

Yeas — Coun.  Chase,  Kelly,  Langan,  Wickes — 4. 

Nays — Coun.  Carey,  Coffey,  Englert,  Fish, 
Galvin,  Goode,  Hurley,  Hutchinson,  Liriehan, 
Russo,   Scannell,   D.   F.   Sullivan,   Ward — 13. 


FEE     TO     NON-RESIDENTS,     L     STREET 
BATH   HOUSE. 

Coun.  GOODE,  SCANNELL  and  LINEHAN 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  through  the 
Park  Commissioner,  consider  the  advisability  of 
charging  the  fee  of  twenty-five  (25)  cents  to  all 
outside  residents  using  the  facilities  of  the  L 
Street  Bath  House. 

Coun.  GOODE — Mr.  President,  I  have  received 
information  in  the  past  few  weeks  indicating  that 
the  facilities  of  the  L  Street  Bath  House  have 
been  availed  of  to  such  an  extent  by  outside 
residents  that  long  lines  of  people  have  been  kept 
waiting,  nine-tenths  of  them  Boston  people,  while 
people  from  outside  cities  and  towns  have  been 
disporting  themselves  on  the  beach  and  in  the 
water.  I  feel,  in  times  like  these,  when  the  City 
of  Boston  is  bearing  so  many  financial  burdens  — ■ 
the  Elevated  deficit,  the  Sumner  Tunnel,  and  other 
white  elephants,  used  in  an  undue  proportion  by 
people  from  outside  the  city — that  some  action 
should  be  taken  recognizing  the  rights  of  our  own 
citizens.  I  certainly  feel,  under  the  circum- 
stances, referring  to  the  use  of  the  facilities  of  the 
L  Street  Bath  House,  where  we  see  these  long  lines 
of  citizens  awaiting  the  convenience  of  outsiders, 
that  the  Mayor,  through  the  Park  Commissioner, 
should  consider  the  advisability  of  charging  a  fee 
of  25  cents  to  all  outside  residents  using  those 
facilities.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  is  nothing  but 
just. 


Coun.  WARD — Mr.  President,  I  would  move 
to  amend  the  order  by  inserting  in  place  of  "  twenty- 
five  cents"  "fifty  cents." 

Coun.  FISH— Mr.  President,  if  I  recall,  this 
matter  came  up  in  the  Council  last  year.  It 
certainly  is  a  matter  that  has  been  considered  for 
some  time.  As  I  recall  it,  at  that  time  there  was 
also  the  question  of  whether  even  a  twenty-five 
cent  fee  to  non-residents  of  Boston  was  sufficient. 
I  think  it  is  about  time  that  we  should  take  some 
action  which  will  result  in  our  obtaining  some 
revenue  from  the  use  of  the  L  Street  Bath  House 
facilities  by  outsiders.  I  believe  that  if  even  the 
twenty-five  cent  fee  had  been  in  effect  last  year 
the  city  would  have  derived  from  it  something 
like  $50,000.  I  certainly  hope  that  Councilor 
Ward's  amendment  will  prevail,  and  that  the 
order  will  be  passed.  I  think  that  will  be  simply 
a  matter  of  justice  to  our  own  people. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
think  the  same  procedure  might  be  adopted  that 
is  adopted  in  the  town  of  Brookline,  where  those 
applying  for  the  use  of  such  facilities,  before  enter- 
ing a  swimming  pool  over  there,  are  required  to 
show  a  certificate  to  the  effect  that  they  are  resi- 
dents of  Brookline.  That  is  so  whether  they  come 
from  Brighton  or  anywhere  else. 

Coun.  Ward's  amendment,  to  charge  a  fee  of 
fifty  cents  instead  of  twenty-five  cents  to  non- 
residents, was  adopted,  and  the  order  as  amended 
was  passed. 


RETENTION   OF   COLONEL   SULLIVAN   AS 
DISTRICT  W.  P.  A.  MANAGER. 

Coun.  GALVIN  offered  the  following 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  authorities  of  W.  P.  A.  to  retain  in 
his  present  position,  Colonel  Thomas  F.  Sullivan, 
who  has  performed  such  outstanding  service  as 
District  Manager  of  W.  P.  A.  in  Boston. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ELVEN  ROAD,   WARD   19. 

Coun.   LANGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to    resurface     Elven    road,    Ward    19,    under   the 
W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EMPLOYMENT   OF   NON-CITIZENS    ON 
HOUSING   PROJECTS. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  Boston  City  Council  as  to  whether  or 
not  all  persons  employed  on  the  construction  of  the 
four  housing  projects  in  Boston  are  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

The  question  came  on  suspending  the  rule  for 
the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  I  have  received 
a  great  number  of  complaints,  as  I  dare  say  each 
member  of  the  Body  has,  with  regard  to  the  help 
being  employed  in  the  construction  of  these  four 
housing  projects  in  Boston.  The  complaint  I 
receive  is  that  many  of  these  employees  are  not 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  I  know  right  off 
that  we  are  going  to  hear  the  argument  that  was 
made  a  year  ago  that,  where  a  man  is  a  member 
of  a  union,  sometimes  it  makes  no  difference 
whether  he  is  or  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  so  far  as  the  union  is  concerned..  But  you 
cannot  tell  me  that  within  the  confines  of  the 
City  of  Boston  there  are  not  plenty  of  men  who 
can  be  employed  for  all  forms  of  construction  in 
housing  projects,  who  are  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  citizens  of  Boston.  This  is  work  that 
is  being  paid  for  to  a  large  extent  by  the  taxpayers 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  there  is,  therefore,  in 
my  mind  no  reason  why  every  man  so  employed 
should  not  be  at  least  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  Whether  or  not  the  complaints  that  have 
come  to  me  in  this  respect  are  justified  or  not, 
I  don't  know  definitely,  and  therefore  I  am  asking 
that  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advise  tin- 
Boston  City  Council  as  to  whether  or  not  all  per- 
sons employed  on  the  construction  of  the  four 
housing    projects    in    lioston    are   citizens    of    the 
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United  States.  I  believe  we  should  have  that 
information.  I  think  that  the  Housing  Authority 
should  give  us  that  information,  that  they  should 
cooperate  with  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
100  per  cent.  We  are  being  continually  besieged 
by  people  in  need  of  work,  people  who  are  citizens 
of  Boston,  and  who  feel  that  they  have  a  right  to 
be  considered  in  work  of  this  kind,  and  if  there 
are  any  non-citizens  employed  on  these  projects  I 
feel  that  they  should  be  let  out  and  that  the  work 
should  be  given  to  people  who  are  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  we  will 
get  an  immediate  response  from  the  Housing 
Authority  to  this  order,  that  the  Housing  Authority 
will  cooperate  with  the  Boston  City  Council,  so 
that  we  may  see  whether  each  and  every  one 
employed  in  this  work  is  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  would  sug- 
gest to  amend  the  order  so  that  it  will  recognize  a 
75  per  cent  preference  on  this  work  for  citizens 
of  Boston.  The  reason  why  I  suggest  this  amend- 
ment is  that  I  understand  that  75  per  cent 
preference  is  given  in  other  places  where  such  work 
is  carried  on. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  I  most  heartily 
concur  in  the  suggestion  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  1  (Coun.  Coffey).  I  am  glad  to  go 
along  most  heartily  on  that. 

The  order  was  passed. 


DIVISION   OF   TAX   BILLS. 

Coun.  CAREY  and  FISH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    his    Honor    the    Mayor    be    re- 
quested  to   consider   the   advisability    of   sending 
out  four  tax  bills  this  year  instead  of  one,  viz.: 

1.  A  bill  showing  the  tax  for  expenditures  of 
departments  under  the  direct  control  of  the 
Mayor. 

2.  A  bill  showing  the  tax  for  the  state  assess- 
ment against  the  City  of  Boston. 

3.  A  bill  showing  the  tax  for  county  expendi- 
tures. 

4.  A  bill  showing  the  tax  for  school  expendi- 
tures. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  of  course  the 
first  thing  to  consider  with  reference  to  that 
order  is  the  legality  of  it,  and  I  trust  that  that 
question  will  he  carefully  considered,  whether 
it  is  legal  to  render  four  bills  instead  of  one.  Then 
we  come  to  the  question  of  the  expense  of  sending 
these  bills  out.  Personally,  I  don't  think  the 
expense  of  sending  out  the  four  bills  will  be  much 
greater  than  the  expense  of  sending  out  one. 
There  can  be  a  saving  by  sending  them  out  in 
one  envelope.  But  the  purpose  of  the  order  is  to 
try  to  bring  more  forcibly  to  the  attention  of  the 
taxpayers  of  the  city  the  very  excellent  job  that  is 
being  done  by  Mayor  Tobin  with  the  help  of  the 
City  Council,  in  keeping  down,  as  a  matter  of 
fact  reducing,  the  tax  load.  We  have  various 
things  to  contend  with  in  the  tax  rate  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  and  for  only  one  of  those  things  can 
the  Mayor  be  held  responsible.  That  is  the  tax 
for  expenditures  of  departments  under  the  direct 
control  of  the  Mayor.  Last  year  about  a  quarter 
of  the  amount  raised  in  the  tax  rate  was  for  items 
beyond  the  control  of  the  Mayor,  and  1  don't 
think,  in  fairness  to  him,  that  the  criticism  should 
be  made,  that  has  been  made,  ot  the  Mayor  and 
the  City  Council,  even  by  taxpayers'  organizations. 
We  have,  for  example,  metropolitan  district 
assessments  levied,  amounting  to  S4.85  in  the 
tax  rate.  Further,  we  have  the  expenditures  of 
the  County  of  Suffolk,  over  which  the  Mayor 
has  no  control  whatsoever.  The  Mayor  has  no 
control  over  county  officials  or  expenditures. 
Then,  there  are  the  expenditures  for  the  School 
Department.  1  have  not  too  much  fault  to  find 
with  the  school  expenditures,  because  1  think  the 
School  Committee,  particularly  this  year,  is  making 
every  effort  to  reduce  its  budget,  But  I  think  it 
should  be  made  clear  that  the  Mayor  has  no  real 
authority  over  the  school  expenditures.  Then 
there  is  the  tax  for  the  state  assessment  against 
the  city.  These  matters,  which  are  charged 
against  the  City  of  Boston  and  over  which  we 
have  no  control,  should  be  pointed  out  clearly 
to  the  taxpayers,  and  that  can  be  done  by  sending 
out  these  four  bills,  as  1  have  suggested  in  the  order. 
The  taxpayers  will  then  have  brought  clearly  to 
their  minds  the  real  situation,  and  it  may  result  in  a 
rebellion  on  their  part  and  their  bringing  the  situa- 


tion and  their  feeling  in  regard  to  it  to  the  attention 
of  the  Legislature.  This  may  result  later  in  an 
improved  situation  in  the  City  of  Boston  with 
regard  to  the  tax  matters. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  while  the 
purpose  for  which  the  order  is  offered  is  highly 
laudable,  1  feel  that  the  order  is  an  impractical 
one,  and  I  don't  think  it  would  be  legal.  I  don't 
believe  it  would  be  legal  to  send  four  bills  in  con- 
nection with  one  tax  rate.  I  think,  however, 
that  the  same  purpose  can  be  accomplished  in 
another  way,  and  1  would  suggest  that  the  gentle- 
man withdraw  his  order  or  change  it  in  this 
respect,  that  one  bill  go  to  each  taxpayer  and  that 
the  various  purposes  for  which  the  proposed 
expenditures  are  to  be  made  be  clearly  itemized 
in  that  bill.  I  feel  in  that  way  that  the  purpose 
the  gentleman  has  in  mind  will  be  accomplished, 
that  the  taxpayers  will  clearly  see  the  purposes 
for  which  they  are  taxed,  and  that  a  large  amount 
of  the  tax  load  is  for  something  which  is  beyond 
the  control  of  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council. 
To  send  out  four  bills,  however.  1  believe  is  im- 
practical, and  1  don't  think  it  can  be  worked  out. 
1  feel  that  there  is  another  and  a  better  way  of 
informing  the  taxpayers  of  the  purposes  for  which 
the  money  is  spent.  It  might  be  well,  for  instance, 
to  point  out  the  amount  that  is  spent  for  our 
share  of  the  Elevated  deficit.  In  that  way,  that 
matter  will  be  more  clearly  each  year  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  taxpayers,  who  will  thus 
have  a  definite  knowledge  of  the  different  figures 
which  will  assist  them  in  voicing  their  objection 
lo  expenditures  thus  imposed  upon  the  city. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  happened  to  see 
the  order  that  Councilor  Carey  proposed  to  intro- 
duce, and  I  said  that  I  would  like  very  much  to 
join  in  it.  There  is  no  intention  on  the  part  of 
Councilor  Carey  and  myself  to  duck  any  issue 
that  may  be  involved  here.  The  people  of  Boston 
get  a  tax  bill,  and  they  have  no  way,  without 
personal  investigation,  to  find  out  the  elements 
that  enter  into  that  tax  bill.  They  simply  see 
the  rate,  the  S39.90,  or  whatever  it  may  be,  and 
they  may  be  inclined  to  improperly  place  the 
blame  for  what  they  consider  a  large  tax  bill 
upon  the  Mayor.  Personally,  1  think  that  Mayor 
Tobin  will  have  shown  himself  to  be  a  financial 
wizard,  under  the  conditions  confronting  him, 
if  he  can  keep  the  tax  rate  at  S39.90.  But  I 
don't  see  why  we  should  allow  the  implication 
to  go  torth  that  the  Mayor  is  entirely  responsible 
for  the  large  tax  rate.  The  Mayor  has  been  con- 
fronted with  a  most  discouraging  job.  He  has  by 
almost  superhuman  efforts  kept  the  rate  down  to 
the  lowest  possible  point.  For  that  reason  I 
think  we  should  devise  ways  and  means  of  letting 
the  people  know  that  we  have  no  control  over  the 
school  budget,  that  we  have  no  control  over  the 
county  finances,  and  that  we  have  no  control  over 
the  state  assessments,  and  1  believe  when  the 
people  clearly  learn  that  there  will  be  less  con- 
demnation of  the  Council  and  of  the  Mayor. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CONDITION    OF    PIPES    IN    STREETS. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 
to  inform  the  City  Council  what  tests,  if  any,  are 
or  can  be  made  of  sewer,  water,  and  other  pipes, 
to  determine  whether  or  not  they  are  in  need  of 
repair,  while  streets  are  dug  up  for  construction 
or  resurfacing,  in  order  that  reopening  and  con- 
sequent impairment  of  such  streets  may  be  sub- 
sequently avoided. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  in  my  district 
last  summer  certain  streets  were  repaired,  and 
the  repairing  was  hardly  completed  when  the 
streets  had  to  be  reopened  again  because  of  breaks 
of  water  mains,  sewer  pipes,  gas  pipes,  or  some- 
thing else.  It  was  a  pitiful  waste  of  money.  We 
see  streets  repaired  or  built,  fine  streets,  and  the 
work  is  hardly  completed  before  they  have  to  be 
opened  up  for  more  repairs.  It  is  quite  probable 
that  some  of  this  work  is  unavoidable,  but  I  think 
something  should  be  done  in  such  cases  to  ascertain 
the  condition  of  the  various  pipes  in  the  street,  in 
order  that  immediate  tearing  up  again  of  the  street 
may  be  avoided. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


APKIL    15,     1940. 
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ABOLITION      OF      PHARMACISTS'      LIST, 
CITY   HOSPITAL 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement.  (There  was  no 
objection.)  Mr.  President  and  members  of  the 
Council,  on  March  25  I  introduced  the  following 
preambles  and  order: 

"Whereas,  The  civil  service  list  of  pharmacists 
expired  on  November  8,   1939;  and 

"Whereas,  The  Director  of  Civil  Service  extended 
said  list  on  February  24,  1940,  and  submitted 
three  names  to  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  from  which  one  was  to  be  selected  for 
appointment;  and 

"Whereas,  Each  of  the  three  persons  certified 
notified  the  Directors  of  Civil  Service  in  writing 
that  he  was  willing  to  accept  this  work;  and 

"Whereas,  Doctor  Manary,  Superintendent  of 
the  City  Hospital,  interviewed  the  three  persons 
whose  names  were  certified  on  March  4,  1940;  and 

"Whereas,  On  March  5,  1940,  the  Director  of 
Civil  Service  declared  the  pharmacists'  list 
abolished  forthwith ;  therefore  be  it 

"Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital 
be  requested  to  inform  the  City  Council ,  if  possible, 
the  reason  ascribed  by  the  Director  of  Civil  Service 
for  abolishing  said  list." 

In  response  to  that  order  I  received  this  letter, 
with  a  lot  of  information  in  it,  that  I  would  like 
to  read  to  the  Council.  (Reading  letter  accom- 
panying message  of  Mayor  Tobin  in  regard  to 
the  matter,  submitted  earlier  in  the  meeting.)    . 

I  realize  that  I  cannot  introduce  an  order  in 
the  City  Council  to  which  this  gentleman  in  the 
State  House  will  pay  any  attention,  and  I  also 
realize  that  in  response  to  any  resolution  or  order 
I  may  offer,  Mr.  Lupien  will  furnish  no  informa- 
tion. But  it  is  a  sad  state  of  affairs  when  any 
member  of  this  Body  cannot  ask  this  dictator  at 
the  State  House,  Mr.  Lupien,  why  he  committed 
a  direct  violation  of  the  Civil' Service  laws,  why  he 
abolished  this  list  on  March  5,  one  day  after  the 
names  of  three  on  the  list  were  submitted  to  the 
trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  from  which 
one  was  to  be  selected  for  appointment. 


INSTALLATION  OF  PLAYGROUND  EQUIP- 
MENT. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
sand  boxes,  teeter  boards  and  other  playground 
equipment  for  small  children  on  all  playgrounds 
throughout  the  city. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


HOUSING  UNIT,   LOWER  END   OF   SOUTH 
BOSTON. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  and  LINEHAN  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  erecting  a  Federal  housing 
unit  in  the  section  known  as  the  lower  end  of  South 
Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SKELETON   FORCE,    APRIL   20. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  department  heads  to  maintain  a  skeleton 
force  in  their  respective  departments  on  Saturday, 
April  20,  due  to  the  holiday  on  Friday,  April  19. 

President  GALVIN— The  Chair  will  have  to  rule 
that  order  out  of  order,  as  a  similar  order  has 
already  been  passed. 


WARD   18  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  under  W.  P.  A. 
type  of  construction,  Burmah  street  in  Ward  18. 


Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested  to  finish  construction  of  Milton 
avenue  in  the  Ward  18  section  of  Boston,  under 
W.  P.  A.  construction. 

Orders  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  (referred  today)  of  Gulf 
Oil  Corporation  for  driveway  opening  at  655-665 
Commonwealth  avenue,  corner  Granby  street — 
recommending  that  leave  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


INCREASED     MEMBERSHIP,    BOSTON 
HOUSING   AUTHORITY. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  petition  for  legislation  to  increase  the 
membership  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
from  five  to  six  members,  one  member  of  which 
shall  be  a  woman. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
might  say  that  this  idea  does  not  originate  with 
myself.  It  was  first  broached  by  Mary  Driscoll 
of  the  Licensing  Board  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  I 
believe  that  it  is  a  very  good  suggestion.  I  think 
it  is  a  very  meritorious  idea,  and  that  we  should 
do  everything  possible  to  go  along  in  the  matter. 
Although  the  members  are  very  well  fortified  by 
reason  of  their  business  and  professional  standing 
to  perform  the  work  of  the  Housing  Authority, 
I  think  there  are  ways  in  which  a  woman,  as  a 
member  of  that  Housing  Authority,  could  do  very 
good  work,  because  of  her  knowledge  of  housing 
and  home  conditions  that  should  be  taken  into 
consideration.  I  have,  therefore,  introduced  the 
order.     The  position  is  unpaid. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.30  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN,  to  take  a  recess  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled 
and  were  called  to  order  by  President  GALVIN  at 
4.10  p.  m. 

President  GALVIN  called  Coun.  Kelly  to  the 
chair. 

Coun.  KELLY  in  the  chair. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

Chairman  KELLY  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  April  1,  1940,  of  Arthur  S.  Gorman,  to  be  a 
Weigher  of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Taylor  and  Coffey.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  12,  yeas  11,  nays  1,  and  the  appointment 
was  confirmed. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  LANG  AN,  for  the  Executive  Committee 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  $20,000  be  appropriated  to 
be  expended  by  Finance.  Commission  in  connec- 
tion with  study  and  survey  of  Boston  Ulevated. 
same  to  be  charged  to  Contingent  Fund — 
recommending  passage  of  order  in  accompanying 
new  draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $20,000  be  appro- 
priated to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Finance  Commission  in  connection  with  its  study 
and  survey  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company,  same  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent 
Funcf 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  llic  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  the  Mayor's 
communication  to  the  Council  today  used  the 
word  "investigation."  I  don't  see  whj  there  is 
any  necessity  to  make  a  change  in  the  wording  of 
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the  order.  After  all,  I  don't  know  just  why  such 
a  fine  line  is  drawn  between  the  word  "investiga- 
tion" and  the  words  "study  and  survey."  I 
think  it  would  be  well  to  leave  the  word  "investi- 
gation" in  the  order,  as  it  was  presented  by  the 
Mayor,  and  I  would  so  move. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  I  was  in  the 
conference  today  downstairs,  and  I  heartily 
approve  of  the  order.  But  other  members,  as 
well  as  myself,  felt  that  the  matter  would  be 
taken  care  of  very  nicely  by  substituting  the  words 
"study  and  survey"  for  "investigation."  No 
question  had  come  up  about  anything  under- 
handed, any  stool  pigeon,  and  so  forth,  and  I 
think  the  words  "study  and  survey"  will  answer 
very  nicely,  and  will  better  appeal  to  certain 
members  of  the  Council  than  the  word  "investi- 
gation." 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  while  I 
appreciate  that  the  word  "investigation"  may 
sound  more  severe  than  the  words  that  have  been 
substituted,  in  view  of  the  situation  with  which 
we  are  confronted  on  the  Boston  Elevated  Rail- 
way, I  think  the  word  "investigation"  should 
stand. 

Coun.  WARD — Mr.  President,  so  far  as  this 
order  is  concerned,  I  don't  care  how  it  is  worded. 
I  do  think,  however,  that  the  public  are  entitled 
to  have  some  investigation  or  survey,  whatever 
you  may  call  it,  to  determine  why  the  amount 
of  the  Elevated  deficit  has  gone  up  to  $2,250,000 
this  year.  An  investigation  of  the  matter  is  one 
of  the  very  constructive  things  that  the  Finance 
Commission  can  do,  to  determine  whether  there 
has  been  so  much  money  mulcted  by  the  Elevated 
company,  and  whether  there  is  any  way  in  which 
to  relieve  the  burden  of  the  taxpayers  of  this  city. 
As  far  as  the  word  that  is  to  be  used  is  concerned, 
you  can  put  in  any  word  you  want,  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  investigate 
or  to  make  a  study  and  survey  of  the  Boston 
Elevated,  of  the  Edison,  the  Boston  Consolidated 
Gas  Light  Company,  or  the  Telephone  Company, 
at  any  time. 

The  Council  voted  to  substitute  the  word  "in- 
vestigation" as  it  appeared  in  the  Mayor's  order, 
for  the  word  "survey"  of  the  committee's  report, 
and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed,  yeas  18, 
nays  0. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  trustees  of  City  Hospital  be 
authorized  to  sell  obsolete  X-ray  films — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    said  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  order  (referred  March  4)  that 
City  Censor  allow  churches  or  bona  fide  organiza- 
tions to  give  as  much  as  S100  in  prizes  at  Beano 
games — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  all  kidding 
aside,  this  is  a  very  serious  matter.  In  my  ward 
alone  there  have  been  two  Beano  games  conducted 
for  the  last  few  years,  the  Moose  and  the  Knights 
of  Columbus,  and  in  the  past  few  weeks  they  have 
been  abandoned  because  of  the  fact  that  the  police 
were  watching  them,  and  they  cannot  give  more 
than  $5  for  a  prize.  This  would  allow  the  pay- 
ment of  up  to  $100  for  any  one  prize,  would  allow 
the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Veterans  and 
certain  other  organizations  to  conduct  a  Beano 
in  Boston,  giving  a  top  prize  of  $100,  so  that  there 
would  be  no  inducement  for  people  to  go  outside 
of  Boston  to  play  for  such  a  prize.  These  games 
are  conducted  by  reputable  organizations,  and  I 
certainly  hope  that  the  order  will  pass. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  question  the 
wisdom  of  this  Body  passing  the  order  before  a 
proper  check  is  made  on  licensing  of  Beano 
games  within  the  City  of  Boston,  and  I  question 
the  wisdom  of  doing  so,  particularly  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  there  have  been  many  stories  of  illegal 
games  being  conducted  by  racketeers  under  the 
cloak  of  charity.  Most  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
games  are  going  into  the  pockets  of  racketeers, 
whereas  under  the  law  it  has  been  understood 
that  the  proceeds  should  go  solely  for  charity.  I 
fear,  Mr.  President,  that  if  we  pass  this  order  we 
are  again  allowing  the  racketeers  to  go  forth  and 
plunder  as  they  have  plundered  in  the  past.  I  say 
that  the  only  fair  thing  to  do,  in  fairness  to  all 
concerned,  is  to  request  the  Finance  Commission 
to  make  an  accurate  check  on  each  and  every 
game  and  to  find  out  whether  the  proceeds  of  the 
games  are  given  to  charity,  as  they  are  supposed 
to  be  given,  under  the  law,  or  whether  they  go 
to  the  racketeers.     Need  I  remind  you  that  over 


in  Middlesex  County  not  long  ago  the  Mayor  of 
Somerville  stopped  Beano  games  because  of  the 
way  they  were  being  conducted,  as  I  understand 
it  because  the  racketeers  were  putting  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  Beano  games  into  their  own  pockets. 
Why  is  the  District  Attorney  of  Middlesex  County 
investigating  Beano  games  in  Watertown?  It  has 
been  reported  that  in  the  past  year  $150,000  was 
collected  and  that  Jess  than  S3.000  was  given  to 
charity.  Who  got  the  balance  of  the  8150,000? 
Mr.  President,  we  have  laws  in  this  Common- 
wealth that  should  be  abided  by.  We  have 
law-enforcement  agencies  that  should  conduct 
these  investigations  and  decide  whether  or  not 
these  games  are  being  properly  conducted.  If 
these  people  are  going  to  continue  to  violate  the 
laws,  we  might  as  well  give  up.  What  is  the  use  of 
passing  laws  unless  the  law-enforcing  agencies 
see  that  they  are  carried  out?  We  have  these 
reports  from  responsible  people  that  Beano  games 
in  Boston  and  in  Suffolk  County  are  not  being 
properly  conducted  and  that  something  should  be 
done  about  it.  I,  for  one,  do  not  propose  to  be 
recorded  in  favor  of  this  order,  simply  because  I 
believe  that  these  games  are  being  run  illegally 
by  Beano  operators  who  are  racketeers. 

Coun.  GALVIN — Mr.  President.  I  have  been 
listening  for  a  few  weeks  to  the  remarks  made  by 
the  councilor  from  Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase)  relative 
to  Beano,  and  I  have  noticed  that  all  the  time  he 
has  been  trying  to  put  something  in  the  lap  of  the 
Democratic  Attorney-General,  apparently  Decause 
that  gentleman  is  a  candidate  for  Governor.  A 
few  moments  ago  he  named  a  city  with  a  Demo- 
cratic Mayor  who  had  allowed,  as  he  claimed, 
improper  games  to  go  on,  and  he  has  held  up  a 
Republican  in  another  case  on  the  other  side,  in 
contrast.  He  has  not  cited  a  place  where  a  Re- 
publican Mayor  or  official  has  done  what  he 
thinks  should  not  have  been  done,  and  he  has 
overlooked  certain  case<  that,  from  his  point  of 
view,  might  have  reflected  on  the  Republican 
party.  While  he  is  speaking  of  racketeers  being 
back  of  some  of  these  games,  he  has  been  very 
careful  not  to  mention  certain  cases  where  Re- 
publicans might  have  been  involved.  I  recall  a 
few  years  ago  when  the  Shriners  conducted  a 
raffle  in  the  Garden,  and  I  don't  remember  any- 
thing then  being  said  about  racketeers.  In  my 
section  we  have  one  Beano  game,  and  that  Is  run 
by  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  if  he  is  going  to 
refer  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus  as  racketeers,  I 
might  also  refer  to  the  Shriners  and  others  as 
racketeers.  I  think  the  councilor  is  out  of  order, 
and  I  am  somewhat  tired  of  having  to  listen  to 
him  on  this  matter  for  three  or  four  weeks. 

Coun.  FISH  and  CHASE  addressed  the  Chair. 

Chairman  KELLY — The  Chair  will  recognize 
Councilor  Fish,  he  not  having  spoken. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  Chairman,  as  Councilor 
Galvin  says,  we  have  been  hearing  a  great  deal 
about  Beano  for  the  past  month.  I  would  con- 
sider myself  a  most  unworthy  public  servant  if  I 
were  to  sit  here  quietly  and  not  raise  my  voice  in 
protest  when  the  councilor  from  Ward  4  casts 
aspersions  on  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  other 
fraternal  and  military  organizations.  If  the 
measure  which  he  favors  passes  today,  the  members 
of  this  Body  will  be  guilty  of  casting  aspersions  on 
honest  fraternal  and  military  organizations  and  on 
Catholic  organizations  throughout  the  city.  We 
will  be  guilty  of  doubting  three  Legion  Posts  who 
have  their  headquarters  in  my  district,  and  also 
one  of  the  outstanding  Councils  of  the  Knights  of 
Columbus  of  Massachusetts,  a  Council  in  which 
I  proudly  claim  membership,  the  Redberry  Council. 
Who  am  I,  or  who  are  you,  any  of  you,  to  judge 
these  organizations?  If  they  should  be  placed  on 
trial,  every  one  of  us  knows  that  they  would  stand 
the  most  rigid  investigation  and  come  out  of  it 
more  glorious  than  ever.  But  why  these  inter- 
ferences? Is  it  because  they  run  an  innocent 
game?  In  doing  so,  is  there  an  attempt  to  link 
them  up  with  the  racketeers?  Is  it  because  they 
provide  an  opportunity  for  hundreds  of  people  to 
enjoy  themselves  and  at  the  same  time  to  con- 
tribute a  great  deal  of  much  needed  money  to 
charity?  Let  me  say  this,  Councilor  Chase,  that 
every  penny  of  the  Redberry  money  goes  to 
charity.  There  has  never  been  the  slightest  doubt 
of  that.  Is  it  a  crime,  is  it  criminal,  to  raise  money 
for  charity,  especially  when  these  organizations 
are  legally  licensed?  I  appreciate  the  fact  that 
times  may  have  changed  since  Mike  Ward  was  a 
boy!  However,  they  have  not  changed  funda- 
mentally. I  grant  the  younger  generation  the 
right   to  their  ideas,  but   I  don't   think  they  have 
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yet  proclaimed  that  charity  is  a  sin.  Why  is  there 
this  continual  interference,  this  continual  casting 
of  aspersions  upon  honorable  men  and  organiza- 
tions? There  remains  but  one  answer.  I  am 
sorry  to  get  personal,  but  I  doubt  men  who  are  for- 
ever suspicious  and  distrustful  of  others.  I  have 
much  more  that  I  might  say,  but  I  am  going  to 
wait  until  later  before  doing  so.  I  think  I  have 
said  enough  upon  this  order,  and  that  what  I  have 
said  represents  the  views  of  most  of  the  members  of 
this  Body.  If  anything  more  of  this  sort  comes 
before  the  Body,  I  trust  that  it  will  be  ruled  out  of 
order. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  several 
weeks  ago  I  took  the  floor  in  regard  to  a  proposed 
investigation  at  that  time  and  expressed,  I  think 
clearly,  my  opinion  in  regard  to  some  of  the  investi- 
gations that  have  been  proposed  or  suggested  in 
this  Body.  I  said,  for  instance,  that,  so  far  as  I 
had  been  informed,  the  members  of  the  Housing 
Authority  are  decent,  clean,  upright  citizens,  and 
that  until  I  found  some  evidence  to  the  contrary  I 
would  vote  against  an  investigation  of  housing. 
Getting  down  to  Beano,  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
16  (Coun.  Fish),  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1 
(Coun.  Coffey)  and  also  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
2  (Coun.  Galvin)  have  brought  out  the  charitable 
side  of  this  Beano  question.  I  also,  as  a  representa- 
tive of  Ward  7,  favor  these  games,  particularly 
where  they  are  honest  games,  from  the  charitable 
point  of  view.  But  I  do  say  this,  that  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase),  from  the  Back 
Bay,  comes  in  here  to  us,  whether  on  the  floor  of 
the  Council  or  in  executive  session,  and  shows  us 
by  one  iota  of  evidence,  one  actual  case  backed 
up  by  testimony  of  honorable,  decent  citizens, 
that  he  knows  whereof  he  speaks,  something  which 
he  has  not  done  up  to  today,  I,  for  one,  if  I  believe 
that  evidence,  if  I  believe  that  there  is  something 
dishonest  in  Beano,  housing  or  anything  else,  will 
vote  for  such  investigations  as  may  be  proposed. 
But  until  that  time  I  will  vote  against  every 
investigation.  For  that  reason  only  I  voted  against 
the  proposed  investigation  here  a  short  time  ago. 
>I  hate  the  word  "investigation"  unless  it  is  very 
carefully  used.  I  believe  the  word  "survey"  is 
much  better.  It  does  not  have  the  stigma  at- 
tached to  it  when  you  say  there  is  to  be  a  survey 
of  a  department.  But,  under  the  circumstances, 
I  hope  that  the  request  of  the  councilor  from 
Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase)  will  be  thrown  out  the 
window,  until  he  brings  us  some  evidence,  dis- 
interested evidence,  of  what  he  claims. 

Coun.  WICKES— Mr.  President,  I,  too,  would 
be  the  last  man  to  cast  unjust  aspersions  upon 
anybody  or  any  organization.  I  would,  how- 
ever, be  the  first  one  in  the  Council  to  fight  against 
anything  that  is  wrong,  provided  I  had  the  evi- 
dence that  it  is  wrong.  In  Ward  17,  the  ward 
I  am  here  to  represent,  we  conduct  Beanos  under 
the  auspices  of  the  American  Legion,  for  charity. 
I  would  not  allow  any  member  here  to  say,  with- 
out reproof  from  me,  that  a  member  of  that 
organization  is  a  racketeer,  and  I  certainly  trust 
that  that  Post  will  be  allowed  to  continue  to  run 
that  Beano  for  charity. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  there  is  no  doubt 
in  my  mind  that  a  great  deal  of  good  and  charitable 
work  has  come  through  Beano.  However,  within 
the  last  few  weeks  there  was  certain  information 
that  came  to  my  attention  in  regard  to  a  Beano 
party  being  conducted  in  the  Roxbury  area. 
It  happened  that  a  participant  there  won  the 
prize  for  the  night,  $100.  Immediately,  when 
he  won  the  prize,  however,  one  of  the  men  work- 
ing there  in  the  hall,  connected  with  those  con- 
ducting the  Beano,  went  on  the  platform,  had 
some  very  harsh  words  with  the  man,  and  then 
the  man  had  to  withdraw:  You  cannot  tell 
me  that  there  was  not  something  a  little  shady 
there.  I  am  100  per  cent  for  anything  that  is 
going  to  help  the  poor  and  unfortunate.  This 
order  asks  for  the  authorization  of  prizes  of  $100 
value  to  be  given  by  charitable  organizations. 
I  believe  there  is  a  great  deal  in  what  has  been 
said  by  the  gentlemen  from  Ward  12  and  Ward 
16  in  favor  of  bona  fide  organizations.  But  the 
word  "bona  fide"  covers  a  great  area,  and  I  think 
before  we  take  action  here  we  should  have  be- 
fore us  the  City  Censor,  to  acquaint  us  with  the 
organizations  which  are  carrying  on  this  game 
weekly,  and  that  we  should  have  present  with  us 
the  Acting  Corporation  Counsel  to  tell  us  how 
far  we  can  go  in  regulating  the  Beano  situation. 
I  move,  therefore,  that  the  matter  be  laid  upon 
the  table  until  such  time  as  the  Censor  and  the 
Acting  Corporation  Counsel  can  come  before  us. 


Coun.    CHASE— Mr.     President 

Chairman  KELLY — The  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  is  not  debatable. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  on  laying  the  order 
on  the  table,  and,  being  in  doubt,  ordered  a  roll 
call. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  yeas  9, 
nays  10: 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Hutchinson,  Kelly, 
Linehan,  Lyons,  Scannell,  M.  H.  Sullivan,  Taylor 
—9. 

Nays — Coun.  Coffey,  Englert,  Fish,  Galvin, 
Goode,  Hurley,  Russo,  D.  F.  Sullivan,  Ward, 
Wickes— 10. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  11,  nays  5: 

Yeas — Coun.  Coffey,  Englert,  Fish,  Galvin, 
Goode,  Hurley,  Kelly,  Russo,  D.  F.  Sullivan, 
Ward,  Wickes— 11. 

Nays — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Linehan,  Lyons, 
Scannell — 5. 


OPENINGS      IN      STREETS      BY      PUBLIC 
UTILITIES. 

Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  compel  all  public  service  corporations  who 
make  openings  in  our  streets  to  restore  the  streets 
to  their  original  condition. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE 


OF      CUSHING 
WARD    20. 


STREET, 


Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Cushing  street,  Ward  20, 
as  a  public  highway,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of 
construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TAX   ON   HORSES. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  re- 
quested to  oppose  any  legislation  which  will  place 
a  tax  on  horses,  or  to  prohibit  their  use  as  a  means 
of  transportation  on  the  streets  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  suppose  when  1 
have  finished  my  few  remarks  some  one  in.  the 
Council  with  a  keen  sense  ofhumor  will  probably 
rise  and  say  that  loyalty  has  reached  great  heights, 
when  we  have  been  listening  to  a  Fish  standing 
up  for  a  horse!  (Laughter.)  However,  I  consider 
it  a  privilege  at  any  time  to  raise  my  voice  in 
defence  of  those  who,  because  of  their  nature  are 
unable  to  speak  for  themselves.  And  so  I  am  now 
speaking  not  for  man,  but  for  the  best  friend  that 
man  has  ever  had,  the  American  work  horse,  which 
has  become  the  most  recent  target  of  our  friend 
from  West  Roxbury,  Eric  Nelson.  He  is  certainly 
a  traitor  to  his  race,  when  as  a  relation  to  the 
horse,  a  jackass,  he  attacks  it;  although  it  must  be 
conceded  that  he  is  a  mathematical  wizard  when 
on  two  occasions,  once  in  the  Mayor's  office  and 
once  over  at  the  Parker  House  recently,  he  could 
not  grasp  the  idea  that  one  and  one  make  two,  but 
explained  for  the  edification  ot  the  people  ot  Boston 
that  one  and  one  added  together  make  1 5.  He 
felt  that  Mayor  Tobin  and  others  should  go  back 
to  school  when  they  said  that  one  and  one  are  two. 
And  this  is  the  Eric  Nelson  who  has  interpreted 
the  tax  figures  ot  Maurice  Tobin  I  He  wants  a 
tax  of  $10  placed  on  the  horses  on  our  public  streets, 
on  the  good  old  American  work  horse,  which  has 
worked  so  hard  to  build  our  streets  and  which  has 
always  had  the  use  of  them.  1  have  in  mind  a 
business  man  who  cannot  afford  a  truck,  but  who 
has  to  depend  on  a  horse..  He  has  to  make  his 
living  in  that  way,  and  he  is  entitled  to  make  it 
in  that  way.  But  I  also  have  in  mind  quite  :i  oil 
of  pity  for  one  horse  in  particular,  pool  old  Jerry. 
Certainly  ten  cents  would  not  be  afforded  foi  him, 
let  alone  ten  dollars,  in  (he  dress  parade  in  South 
Boston.  There  was  a  question  as  to  whether  he 
could  even  be  insured  when  "Knocko"  rode  him: 
Personally.  1  should  have  taken  out  a  policy  on 
"Knocko."     But,   to  be  a  little  more  serious,  1 
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have  introduced  this  order,  which  1  trust  will  be 
passed,  that  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  oppose 
any  legislation  which  will  place  a  tax  on  horses  or 
prohibit  their  use  as  a  means  of  transportation 
on  the  streets  of  the  City  of  Boston.  If  the 
thing  should  come  up  as  a  proposed  license  fee  for 
horses,  it  naturally  will  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses,  when  I  certainly  would  oppose 
it.  But  if  any  such  tax  is  levied,  I  certainly 
trust  that  a  tax  on  the  jackass  who  originally 
opposed  it  will  be  included. 

The  order  was  passed    under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


INTERPRETATION     OF     CIVIL     SERVICE 
LAWS   BY   ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  respect- 
fully request  that  the  Attorney-General  interpret 
the  civil  service  laws  for  the  present  Director  of 
Civil  Service. 

Coun.  KELLY  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
for  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  WARD — Mr.  President,  speaking  on 
this  resolution,  there  seemed  to  be  in  the  past 
month  or  so  many  people,  including  the  genial 
councilor  from  Ward  12  (Coun.  Taylor),  who 
have  seriously  questioned  the  interpretation  of 
the  civil  service  laws  by  the  present  Director  of 
Civil  Service.  We  have  thought  in  the  past 
that  the  department  heads  of  the  City  of  Boston 
had  some  say  in  determining  who  should  be  em- 
ployed in  this  city  under  the  present  civil  service 
laws,  but  we  find  that  the  present  Civil  Service 
Director  is  not  interpreting  those  laws  as  we 
thought  they  should  be  interpreted.  When  I 
served  in  the  Massachusetts  Senate  a  few  years 
ago,  I  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Civil 
Service  Laws  in  that  honorable  body.  Practi- 
cally all  the  laws  and  amendments  thereto  were 
considered  and  made  by  that  committee  and 
reported  back  to  the  Legislature  for  approval 
and  enactment  into  what  are  now  the  civil  service 
laws.  As  a  member  of  the  committee,  1  know 
that  the  intent  of  the  committee  was  to  determine 
definitely  what  those  laws,  to  be  observed  and 
carried  out  by  the  Director  of  the  Civil  Service, 
were  to  be,  and  if  it  had  not  been  felt  that  such  was 
the  case  the  laws  would  never  have  been  approved 
by  the  Legislature  at  that  time.  So  I  say  that 
we  need  a  greater  mind  and  a  legal  mind  to  inter- 
pret what  the  Legislature  meant  when  they  sent 
those  laws  to  the  Civil  Service  Commission  ,  and 
it  was  taken  for  granted  that  it  was  the  duty  ol 
the  Civil  Service  Commission  to  interpret  the 
laws  as  the  Legislature  intended  that  they  should 
be.  So  I  say  that  we  have  a  right  to  request,  as  a 
Democratic  body — because,  after  all,  there 
is  only  one  of  our  two  Republican  members  here 
today  —  the  Attorney-General  to  interpret  the 
civil  service  laws  tor  the  present  Director  of  Civil 
Service.  The  legal  questions  involved  in  the 
interpretation  of  the  civil  service  laws  are  not 
for  the  director  himself  to  interpret.  1  say, 
therefore,  that  we  should  send  this  request  to  the 
Attorney-General,  asking  him  to  step  in  and 
interpret  what  the  Legislature  meant.  1  listened 
with  interest  to  the  remarks  of  Councilor  Fish. 
I  have  an  idea  that  a  horse  on  the  Suffolk  Downs 
track  once  double-crossed  Mr.  Nelson.  But, 
speaking  to  the  resolution,  1  think  we  should 
ask  the  Attorney-General  to  interpret  the  civil 
service  laws  for  the  present  Director  of  Civil 
Service. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  I  am  very 
happy  to  see  the  distinguished  councilor  from 
Brighton  and  also  from  the  lower  Back  Bay 
half  of  the  district,  changing  his  mind. 

Coun.  WARD— The  higher  half  of  the  Back 
Bay  district!     (Laughter.) 

Coun.  TAYLOR — 1  am  glad  that  he  has  finally 
come  back  into  the  fold.  It  was  not  so  long  ago, 
when  1  presented  a  resolution  in  the  Council 
condemning  Lupien  for  his  action  as  Civil  Service 
Director  and  when  1  expected  the  support  of  the 
distinguished  councilor,  that  1  was  surprised  to 
see  that  he  did  not  back  that  resolution.  But  I 
guess,  as  he  is  getting  older  and  has  had  certain 
experience,  that  he  is  beginning  to  find  that  the 
gentleman  to  whom  he  had  referred  is  unfit  to 
interpret  the  civil  service  laws.  I  am,  therefore, 
glad  to  see  that  he  is  now  back  of  this  resolution, 
where  he  belongs. 

The  resolution  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


USE  OF  WHITE  FUND  FOR  RECREATIONAL 
CENTERS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  inform 
the  City  Council  if  the  opinion,  requested  January 
29,  relative  to  the  legality  of  using  the  George  R. 
White  Fund  income  for  recreational  centers  is 
ready  for  submission  to  the  City  Council. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  within  the 
last  two  weeks  the  councilor  from  Ward  6  (Coun. 
Scannell)  and  myself  have  been  touring  the 
different  organizations  and  clubs  in  South  Boston 
to  ascertain  their  sentiment  as  to  whether  or  not 
our  district  should  receive  a  recreational  center, 
to  be  built  out  of  the  White  Fund  or  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project.  What  has  been  attempted  so  far  has  not 
reached  any  successful  conclusion,  but  I  trust 
that  we  will  get  somewhere.  On  January  29, 
1940,  Councilor  Scannell  any  myself  filed  an  order 
asking  the  Corporation  Counsel,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  inform  the  City  Council  whether 
the  income  from  the  George  Robert  White  Fund 
can  be  used  for  the  construction  of  a  recreational 
center  or  gymnasium  in  the  South  Boston  district. 
The  date  of  the  introduction  of  that  order  happens 
to  be  about  ten  weeks  ago.  Ordinarily  when  such 
orders  are  passed,  we  get  a  response  within  a 
week  or  two.  But  I  now  want  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  members  of  the  City  Council  to  the  fact 
thai  that  order  was  passed  in  this  Body  on  January 
29,  and  that  this  is  April  1-5,  1940,  and  we  have 
had  no  response.  In  the  meantime,  we  have 
recently  seen  an  article  in  the  Boston  Pout  of 
April  11.  1940,  by  Mill  Cunningham,  which  pur- 
ports to  be  an  article  which  "clarifies  views  on 
White  Fund."  In  that  article,  in  about  the 
middle  of  the  page,  he  speaks  of  different  groups 
who  have  ideas  as  to  how  the  White  Fund  should 
lie  spent.  He  first  talks  about  the  stadium 
group,  and  I  dare  say  that  in  that  general  group 
at  the  present  time  is  the  gentleman  from  Brighton 
who  advocates  a  stadium.  Then  he  goes  on  to  the 
next  group,  taking  up  "the  cause  of  poor  and 
under-privileged  children  and  the  under-privileged 
classes  in  general.  They  demanded  that  the 
money  be  built  into  more  and  bigger  recreation 
centers,  public  bath  houses,  more  and  better 
tennis  courts.  Nobody  wants  to  belittle  the 
lot  of  the  playground  kids  or  the  under-privileged 
in  general,  but  as  a  matter  of  strict  honesty,  no 
such   issue  actually   exists  in    Boston." 

Mind  you,  that  gentleman  makes  that  statement ! 

"Under  Bill  Mullins  and  Park  Commissioner 
Long,  we  have  the  finest  public  playground  system, 
not  in  America,  but  in  the  world,  right  here  in 
Boston." 

Well,  in  that  respect  I  certainly  do  not  believe 
Bill  Cunningham,  and  I  don't  think  the  other 
members  of  this  Council  believe  him. 

"Our  Community  Fund  does  the  rest.  You 
can  always  improve  anything.  We  could  build 
more  playgrounds,  more  tennis  courts  and  even 
more  bath  houses,  but  any  impartial  judge  might 
actually   question   our   need   of  them." 

I  don't  know  how  many  "judges"  he  has  in 
mind,  but  I  certainly  feel  that  the  members  of 
this  City  Council  do  not  agree  with  him  in  that 
respect,  that  we  do  not  need  more  playgrounds, 
more  tennis  courts  and  more  bath  houses  for  the 
under-nourished  and  even  the  well-nourished 
children.     He  continues: 

"Those  are  not  the  types  of  things  the  late 
Mr.  White  meant  in  his  will,  anyhow.  He  plainly 
specified  'things  the  city  couldn't  ordinarily 
build.'     The  city  ordinarily  builds  those." 

Well,  when  you  come  to  things  that  the  city 
"wouldn't  ordinarily  build,"  I  don't  think  there 
is  a  real  recreational  building  in  the  City  of  Boston; 
so  I  think  a  recreational  center  would  come  under 
the  heading  of  something  that  the  city  would  not 
ordinarily  build. 

"But,  here's  the  killer  on  that  one,  and  all 
proposals  like  it.  All  such  call  for  additional  and 
expensive  upkeep.  Upkeep  does  come  straight 
out  of  the  taxpayer.  People  calling  for  more  such 
'improvements'  are  calling  for  bigger  city  ex- 
penses. It  won't  take  much  more  expense  to  put 
us  in  bankruptcy." 

He  does  not  say  that  a  big  stadium  would  be  a 
white  elephant  that  would  cost  the  city  plenty 
as  time  went  on  for  administration.  Then,  get- 
ting down  to  the  last  paragraph,  he  says: 

"So,  in  last  analysis,  it  boils  down  to  the  fact 
that  if  the  revenue  from  the  White  Fund — and 
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this  is  revenue,  not  the  fund  itself,  which  goes  on 
intact,  and  that's  another  point  the  critics  seem 
to  miss — is  spent  for  anything  but" —  and  he 
capitalizes  the  "but" — "a  municipal  stadium,  the 
taxpayers  should  arise  in  a  body  and  with  fire  in 
their  eyes." 

Well,  as  far  as  that  statement  by  Bill  Cunning- 
ham is  concerned,  that  is  another  point  that  he 
seems  to  miss.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
(Coun.  ScannellJ,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
(Coun.  Linehan),  or  a  gentleman  from  any  other 
ward,  takes  any  position  on  how  White  Fund 
money  is  to  be  spent,  the  word  "income"  of  the 
fund  is  always  used.  I  and  other  members  have 
always  mentioned  the  word  "income,"  and  simply 
income.  In  using  this  language  in  his  particular 
column,  saying  that  this  proposition  should  be 
kicked  out,  I  don't  know  whether  he  is  trying  to 
influence  other  newspapers, — and  in  speaking  here 
today  I  want  it  distinctly  understood  that  I  am 
not  taking  a  crack  at  the  Post,  but  simply  this 
particular  writer.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  think 
every  paper  in  Boston  except  the  Post  has  agreed 
that  we  need  a  recreational  center,  not  only  in 
South  Boston,  but  in  other  parts  of  the  city.  But 
that  is  his  parting  shot,  that  if  the  revenue  from 
the  White  Fund  is  spent  for  anything  but  a  munici- 
pal stadium,  the  taxpayers  should  arise  in  a  body 
and  with  fire  in  their  eyes.  Can  you  imagine  that, 
gentlemen?  Why,  the  members  of  this  Body 
have  never  advocated  the  expenditure  of  any- 
thing but  the  income  of  the  George  Robert  White 
Fund,  and  that  fund  has  already  been  used  prac- 
tically for  health  centers,  and  we  have  not  heard 
the  taxpayers  complain  about  that.  I  have  not 
heard  any  complaints  from  the  taxpayers  against 
the  White  health  centers,  and  I  believe  health 
centers  are  along  the  same  line  as  recreational 
centers.  They  are  both  intended  to  care  for  and 
build  up  the  health  of  the  community,  and  we 
already  have  some  five  or  six  health  centers  in  the 
city.  And  we  all  know  that  the  citizens  of  Boston 
are  getting  full  value  out  of  them.  If  we  have 
recreational  centers,  that  is  something  along  the 
■same  line.  I  am  thirty-five,  close  to  thirty-six 
and  I  know  I  am  getting  too  much  "tummy,"  and 
that  with  a  recreational  center  handy  it  might  be 
of  value  to  me.  I  see  that  the  gentleman  from 
Brighton  (Coun.  Ward)  is  getting  ready  to  answer! 
I  just  want  to  say  one  word  more  in  answer  to 
Bill  Cunningham.  I  do  not  believe  that  if  Bill 
Cunningham,  with  whatever  influence  he  possesses 
—and  I  believe  he  has  quite  a  good  deal  in  some 
circles — could  get  100  taxpayers  to  come  to  the 
City  Council  and  say,  "We  don't  want  the  in- 
come of  the  George  Robert  White  Fund  used  for 
the  construction  of  recreational  centers."  It 
would  be  well,  in  my  opinion,  if  the  city  itself 
could  spend  money  for  recreational  centers.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  I  think  Mayor  Maurice  Tobin 
realizes  that  the  City  of  Boston  might  well  do  so, 
but  unfortunately  at  this  time  he  claims,  and 
many  agree  with  him,  that,  due  to  the  financial 
condition  of  the  city,  it  cannot  afford  it.  But  he 
personally  would  like  to  see  construction  in  Boston 
of  such  a  center,  if  the  city  did  nqj  have  to  pay 
for  it.  That  is  my  answer  to  Bill  Cunningham's 
article  in  the  Boston  Post  of  April  11,  1940.  But 
apparently  every  newspaper  in  Boston,  with  the 
possible  exception  of  the  Boston  Post,  has  recom- 
mended that  the  income  of  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund  be  spent  for  recreational  centers.  If 
the  Corporation  Counsel  says  that  the  money 
cannot  be  so  used,  and  later  on  it  is  proposed  to 
spend  it  for  a  white  elephant  in  the  form  of  a  big 
stadium,  I  say  to  you,  Bill  Cunningham,  that  that 
is  the  time  when  you  are  going  to  have  the  tax- 
payers come  down  and  crack  you  on  the  neck.' 
I  certainly  trust  that  this  order  will  pass  and 
that  next  week  we  will  have  an  opinion  rendered 
on  the  matter  by  the  Acting  Corporation  Counsel. 
Coun.  WAHD — Mr  President,  I  was  not 
in  the  chamber  when  the  order  was  introduced, 
but  I  think  I  probably  know  what  it  is.  I  don't 
think  Bill  Cunningham  needs  any  defence  of 
his  opinion  from  me  I  believe  he  is  able  to  take 
care  of  himself,  he  always  has  done  so  in  the 
past.  But  I  do  believe  this,  that  Bill  Cunning- 
ham, before  he  wrote  the  article,  read  the  Oeorge 
Robert  White  will.  I  cannot  quote  verbatim 
from  that  will,  but  I  will  go  on  record  as  saying 
that  when  the  City  of  Boston  accepted  the  five 
millions  or  more  under  the  will,  it  accepted  rill 
the  stipulations  and  provisions  of  the  will,  and 
as  I  understand  it, —  if  I  am  wrong,  I  shall  be 
glad  to  be  corrected, —  the  money  was  to  be  used 
for  no  purpose  that  the  city  was  morally  obligated 


to  take  care  of  itself.  That  was  one  of  the  stipu- 
lations in  the  will,  as  I  understand  it.  It  was 
not  to  be  used,  for  example,  for  Fire  Department 
buildings,  municipal  buildings,  bath  houses,  that 
sort  of  thing,  those  being  facilities  that  the  city 
itself  was  supposed  to  supply  to  its  citizens.  Also, 
the  building  of  playgrounds  for  children  was 
an  obligation  of  the  city.  I  personally  would 
like  to  see  certain  things  done,  if  it  were  possible 
that  they  could  be  done,  with  this  money.  If 
we  got  an  interpretation  of  the  provisions  of  the 
will  from  the  Supreme  Court,  it  might  be  possible 
that  the  money  could  be  utilized  for  municipal 
buildings,  for  bath  houses,  for  playgrounds  and 
other  things  that  the  city  is  ordinarily  supposed 
to  take  care  of  itself.  But  I  believe  that  the 
Corporation  Counsel — whether  it  be  our  genial 
City  Clerk  or  a  new  Corporation  Counsel — must 
interpret  that  will  in  the  way  I  have  been  given 
to  understand  it  should  be  interpreted,  that  the 
money  is  to  be  spent  for  nothing  that  the  city 
has  a  moral  obligation  to  take  care  of  itself. 

Coun.    LINEHAN— Mr.    President,    will    the 
gentleman  yield  for  a  question? 
Coun.  WARD— Yes. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— I  would  ask  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Brighton  can  show  me  anything  specific 
or  to  be  inferred  from  the  George  Robert  White 
will,  to  the  effect  that  the  money  can  be  spent 
for  a  municipal  stadium?  The  gentleman  says 
that  under  the  will  the  money  cannot  be  spent 
for  a  recreational  center.  Well,  under  the  will, 
could  it  be  spent  for  a  stadium?  What  is  the 
difference?  Is  a  municipal  stadium  something 
that  the  citv  could  not  construct  itself? 

Coun.  WARD— I  say,  Mr.  President,  that  a 
municipal  stadium  is  not  a  thing  that  the  City  of 
Boston  is  ordinarily  obligated  to ,  put  up  for  the 
people  of  Boston.  I  don't  think  an  interpretation 
of  the  George  Robert  White  will,  to  the  effect  that 
the  money  should  not  be  spent  for  something  that 
the  city  would  ordinarily  construct,  would  cover  a 
stadium.  Does  that  answer  the  question  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Boston? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Will  the  gentleman  yield 
again? 

Coun.  WARD— Yes. 

Coun.   LINEHAN — I  simply  want  to  bring  to 

the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from  Brighton 

Coun.  WARD — And  the  upper  Back  Bay. 
(Laughter.) 

Coun.  LINEHAN the  fact  that  there  is  no 

stipulation  in  this  will  that  favors  a  stadium  in 
-preference  to  a  recreational  center,  and  I  think 
personally  that  a  stadium  would  have  about  the 
same  status  under  the  will  as  a  recreational  center. 
There  is  a  question,  of  course,  as  to  which  one  of 
the  two  might  be  selected,  but  I  don't  believe, 
frankly,  so  far  as  a  stadium  and  a  recreational 
center  are  concerned,  that  one  has  preference  over 
the  other.  As  far  as  the  will  is  concerned,  they 
are  on  the  same  plane.  But  I  do  say  that  there 
is  not  really  one  good  recreational  center  in  the 
City  of  Boston,  and  I  take  it  from  that  that  the 
City  of  Boston  has  not  up  to  date  thought  of  con- 
structing a  recreational  center  itself  for  the  young- 
sters of  the  City  of  Boston.  In  fact,  it  seems  clear 
that  that  is  one  of  the  things  that  might  well  be 
allowed  under  the  White  will. 

Coun.  WARD — Mr.  President,  I  have  sat  here 
on  and  off — mostly  off! — for  many  years,  and  I 
have  heard  gentlemen  take  diverse  positions  upon 
many  questions.  I  was  recently  in  Councilor 
Langan's  ward  at  a  meeting  of  the  St.  Andrew's 
Catholic  Club,  where  civic  questions  were  being 
discussed.  One  gentleman  thought  there  should 
be  fifty  additional  libraries,  five  additional  play- 
grounds, and  he  wrote  out  a  long  list  of  items  for 
which  he  thought  the  city  should  spend  money.  I 
asked  that  gentleman,  "Would  you  sign  a  petition 
to  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  that,  these 
things  be  done?"  He  said,  "I  would."  And 
would  you  also  sign  a  petition  for  an  880  tax  rate?" 
He  said,  "I  would  not."  Well,  there  you  arc. 
You  can't  ride  two  horses  going  in  different  direc- 
tions at  the  same  time.  You  can't  have  all  these 
things  that  you  would  like  and  at  the  same  time 
reduce  the  tax  rate,  and  if  you  have  things  that 
will  cost  many  millions  of  dollars  you  must  be 
prepared  to  increase  your  tax  rate  815  or  $20.  In 
the  past,  the  George  Robert  White  Fund  has  been 
utilized  for  certain  specific  things  for  which  the 
city  would  not  or  could  not  ordinarily  spend  the 
money.  For  example,  through  that  fund  health 
units  have  been  established  in  every  section  of 
Boston.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
South  Boston,  if  we  should  establish  recreational 
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centers  that  would  involve  the  employment  of 
many  men  tor  maintenance,  to  be  paid  for  by  the 
city,  how  much  would  that  add  to  our  tax  rate? 
As  far  as  a  municipal  stadium  is  concerned,  that 
is  not  going  to  be  an  expense  to  the  city  for  main- 
tenance. In  fact,  I  believe  the  maintenance  cost 
would  be  practically  nothing,  that  ultimately  the 
city  would  get  revenue  from  a  municipal  stadium. 
But  we  have  to  look  out  for  these  things  which 
may  be  constructed  without  expense  to  the  city, 
but  which  ultimately  will  add  a  great  deal  to  the 
burden  of  the  already  over-burdened  taxpayer. 
When  you  say  you  want  a  municipal  recreational 
center,  I  too  am  in  favor  of  it,  provided  it  comes 
within  the  intent  of  the  donor  of  the  fund.  At  the 
present  time,  however,  I  am  satisfied  that  such  use 
of  the  money  as  proposed  here  was  not  intended  by 
the  donor,  that  it  was  not  intended  for  things  that 
the  city  was  morally  supposed  to  take  care  of 
itself. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  just  want 
to  take  a  little  more  of  the  time  of  the  Council  in 
answering  the  last  speaker.  He  has  inferred 
that  he  has  been  in  communication  with  legal 
minds  in  Boston  on  the  question  of  what  this 
money  could  be  legally  spent  for.  But  that,  Mr. 
President,  does  not  determine  how  the  income  of 
the  White  Fund  should  be  spent.  Let  me  tell 
the  gentleman  that  I  happen  to  be  a  lawyer,  and 
that  there  are  a  few  other  lawyers  in  this  Body. 
We  have  sitting  with  us  in  this  chamber  one  of  the 
finest  lawyers  in  the  City  of  Boston.  We  have  a 
gentleman  managing  the  White  Fund  who  was  a 
former  Congressman.  Let  me  inform  the  gentle- 
man from  Brighton  that  this  matter  should  be 
taken  up  and  decided  definitely,  once  and  for  all, 
and  we  will  then  know  just  where  we  stand. 

Coun.  WARD — Mr.  President,  if  the  gentleman 
from  South  Boston  has  an  opinion,  I  would  like 
to  hear  it,  the  same  as  I  would  like  to  hear  the 
opinions  of  the  other  legal  gentlemen  in  the  Body. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — The  opinions  given  to  me 
were  not  in  writing.  The  gentleman  from 
Brighton  has  given  his  opinion,  from  memory. 
I  am  not  doubting  his  statement  in  any  way 
whatsoever,  but  if  he  wants  to  have  a  check-up, 
which  would  be  brought  about  under  this  order, 
he  will  find  out  the  real  situation.  At  the  present 
time  we  are  not  sure  as  to  just  how  the  White 
Fund  income  should  be  spent  under  the  law. 

Coun.  WARD — Does  the  opinion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Boston  as  to  how  the  money 
should  be  spent  supersede  the  opinions  of  some  of 
the  other  gentlemen  of  legal  ability  who  have 
considered    the   question? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  am  merely  going  along 
on  the  same  assumption  as  the  gentleman.  He  has 
filed  an  order  to  construct  a  big  stadium  in  Brighton. 

Coun.  WARD — Did  the  gentleman  from  South 
Boston  vote  for  that  order? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  suppose  I  did.  I  have 
voted  for  quite  a  few  things  for  recreational 
purposes. 

Coun.  WARD — Then,  the  gentleman  admits 
that  a  stadium  is  a  recreational  center? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  did  not  say  recreational 
center,  but  recreational  purposes. 

Chairman  KELLY — The  Chair  will  ask  the 
members  to  speak  to  the  order. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  may  I  say 
one  more  thing?  May  I  inform  the  gentleman 
from  Brighton  of  my  own  experience  in  connection 
with  the  gathering  of  about  forty  persons  in  the 
Brighton  High  School  about  three  weeks  ago. 
I  was  one  of  the  invited  guest  speakers,  to  speak 
on  legislation,  and  I  wish  to  say  this  to  the  coun- 
cilor from  Brighton.  I  thought  the  money 
should  be  spent  for  recreational  centers.  Along 
that  line  I  talked  with  practically  every  one  of 
the  forty,  and  five-sixths  of  them  said  they  did 
not  think  the  money  should  be  spent  for  a  stadium 
rather  than  for  a  recreational  center  in  South 
Boston.     And  that  was  from  Brighton  itself. 

Coun.  WARD — When  the  gentleman  speaks 
of  forty  gentlemen  being  present,  there  were 
certain  representative  men  who  were  not  there. 
Councilor   Sullivan   was  not   there. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Well,  Representative  Crow- 
ley was  present  and  heard  everything  that  I  said. 

Chairman  KELLY— Well,  I  am  afraid  that  the 
discussion  is  getting  away  from  the  order.  The 
question  is  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  about 
ten  weeks  ago,  Councilor  Linehan  and  myself 
presented  an  order  to  this  Council,  reading  as 
follows : 


"Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  inform 
the  City  Council  as  to  whether  the  income  from  the 
George  Robert  White  Fund  can  be  used  for  the 
construction  of  a  recreational  center  or  gymnasium 
in  the  South  Boston  district." 

That  was  ten  weeks  ago,  and  there  has  up  to  the 
present  time  been  no  opinion  rendered  by  the 
Corporation  Counsel  as  to  whether  this  money  can 
be  spent  for  a  recreational  center.  I  have  pre- 
sented two  more  orders  in  this  Body  since,  and  no 
opinions  have  come  down  upon  those  orders.  I 
wonder  what  the  Corporation  Counsel  is  doing 
up  there,  when  City  Councilors  of  the  City  of 
Boston  ask  for  such  opinions?  I  hope  that  at  the 
next  meeting  we  will  have  an  opinion  as  to  whether 
the  George  Robert  White  Fund  can  be  used  for  a 
recreational  center   or  a   gymnasium. 

Chairman  KELLY — Councilor  Linehan  asks  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  and  the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


LICENSEES  CONDUCTING  BEANO  GAMES. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Censor  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit  a  com- 
plete and  adequate  report  of  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  various  licensees  of  Beano  games  in 
Boston  and  also  the  costs  and  proceeds  of  the 
Beano  games  conducted  by  these  licensees  for  the 
year   1939;    and  be  it   further 

Ordered.  That  the  City  Censor  be  requested  to 
submit  to  the  City  Council  the  amounts  of  money 
given  to  charity  by  these  licensees  for  the  year 
1939;    and  be  it*  further 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Censor  submit  the 
names  and  addresses  of  persons  employed  by  these 
licensees  to  conduct  the  games  for  the  year  1939. 

The  question  came  on  suspension  of  the  rule 
and  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  take 
occasion  to  thank  hard-working  City  Councilor 
Carey  of  Ward  10  for  his  position  on  this  matter, 
and  I  trust  that  some  day  I  will  be  given  an  op- 
portunity to  reciprocate  by  supporting  him  on 
one  of  his  measures.  I  exceedingly  regret  that 
some  of  the  members  of  this  Body  saw  fit  to 
draw  a  red  herring  through  the  matter  today. 
I  sincerely  regret  the  talk  about  the  Knights  of 
Columbus  and  the  Shriners,  put  in  such  a  way  that 
one  would  think  I  was  in  opposition  to  the  Knights 
of  Columbus.  I  never  thought  that  I,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Council,  would  have  to  hear  such 
language  with  regard  to  me  from  my  colleagues. 
I  am  very  sorry  to  see  them  stooping  to  such 
tactics.  One  of  the  reasons  why  I  have  desired 
an  investigation  of  Beano  games  is  because  of 
many  people  who  have  been  to  me,  responsible 
people,  and  have  told  me  stories  that  merited  an 
investigation.  One  of  the  people,  incidentally, 
was  a  prominent  Knights  of  Columbus  man.  I 
trust  that  some  day  when  we  hear  these  stories, 
these  persistent»stories  based  on  some  claim  of 
irregularity,  the  proper  law-enforcing  agency 
will  check  them,  and  I  trust  also  that  some  day 
the  members  of  this  Body  will  not  stoop  to  the 
low  point  we  have  seen  today.  Nothing  can  be 
gained  by  such  tricks.  My  purpose  in  intro- 
ducing the  order  for  a  Beano  investigation  was  a 
sincere  purpose.  There  was  no  political  purpose 
back  of  it.  And  so  I  repeat  that  some  day  I 
hope  the  members  of  the  Body  will  appreciate 
the  fact  that  I  was  right,  that  there  will  be  an 
investigation  of  Beano  games  and  that  men  who 
deserve  it  will  go  to  jail. 

Coun.  GALYIN — Mr.  President,  just  a  word, 
speaking  for  my  own  district.  The  gentleman 
has  referred  to  racketeers  in  Beano  games.  There 
is  only  one  game  conducted  in  Charlestown,  by 
one  of  the  oldest  councils  of  the  Knights  of  Colum- 
bus in  Massachusetts,  Bunker  Hill  102.  No  one 
familiar  with  my  district  can  call  any  of  the 
members  of  Bunker  Hill  102  racketeers.  I  am 
here  to  defend  them,  to  say  that  they  are  not 
racketeers. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  4  has  recently  been  reiterating  state- 
ments in  regard  to  things  that  he  claims  are  going 
on  in  this  community,  and  demanding  investi- 
gations. Mr.  President,  we  in  this  Body  should 
exercise  a  little  more  toleration  and  a  little  more 
care  in  making  charges.  We  continually  hear 
condemnation  of  this  or  that  person  or  organiza- 
tion   without    cause   and    without    evidence.     We 
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are  often  guilty  here  in  that  respect,  and  that 
is  most  noticeable  in  the  way  in  which  we  harp 
on  fraud  and  dishonesty  in  certain  quarters, 
in  an  entirely  irresponsible  way.  Investigation 
seems  to  be  our  weekly  diet.  Personally  I  am 
nauseated,  fed  up  on  it.  I  hope  the  diet  will 
soon  change.  I  detest  being  called  upon  here 
week  after  week  to  vote  for  this  or  that  investi- 
gation, based  on  orders  introduced  into  the  Body 
by  one  who  apparently  has  a  mind  that  seems 
to  be  eternally  cloaked  in  suspicion,  a  distrust 
of  all  mankind.  It  is  human  at  times  to  question 
the  doings  of  individuals  or  groups,  and  there 
is  no  harm  in  that  if  there  is  shown  to  be  some 
reason  behind  it.  It  is  only  natural  to  want  to 
know  the  motives  of  people,  but  there  is  a  right 
way  of  getting  at  it,  and  that  right  way  is  not  to 
place  a  heavy  dark  cloud  of  public  suspicion  over 
those  who  in  practically  every  case,  after  the 
testimony  has  been  received,  are  proven  innocent. 
To  me,  that  is  a  cowardly  way  to  act,  the  ignorant 
way.  Ignorance,  as  we  all  know,  is  the  mother  of 
suspicion,  and  suspicion  is  the  only  outstanding 
virtue  of  a  coward.  Gentlemen,  this  sort  of 
thing  is  wrong.  If  a  doubt  exists  in  my  mind  as 
to  whether  or  not  city  finances  are  being  properly 
managed  or  are  being  mismanaged,  that  is  my 
personal  doubt,  and  I  have  a  right  to  find  out. 
In  fact,  it  is  my  duty  to  find  out.  But  I  have 
no  right  to  ask  the  twenty-one  other  members  of 
this  Council  to  share  that  doubt.  A  letter  from 
me  to  the  Finance  Commission  is  all  that  is  neces- 
sary. It  requires  no  Council  order.  If  the  matter 
is  brought  before  the  Finance  Commission  in  that 
way,  and  they  find  a  certain  individual  or  group 
guilty,  they  will  be  only  too  happy  to  prosecute. 
But  when  we  consider  that  in  practically  every 
one  of  these  cases,  placed  before  the  public  in 
this  way  through  Council  orders,  the  parties  are 
found  innocent,  it  shows  that  it  is  much  better  to 
follow  the  honorable  way,  submitting  any  questions 
we  may  have  as  individuals  to  that  commission 
and  sparing  those  whom  we  attack,  and  whose 
reputations  we  are  in  duty  bound  to  protect  from 
unfortunate  publicity.  In  conclusion,  let  me 
quote  this  thought, — a  reputation  is  gained  only 
by  the  little  things  we  do  during  life.  Once 
broken  it  can  never  be  fully  regained  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world,  which  are  fixed  on  the  spot  where 
the  crack  once  was. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


USE  OF  WHITE  FUND  FOR  RECREATIONAL 
CENTERS. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund  be  invited  to  appear  before  the 
Executive  Committee  at  its  next  meeting  for 
the  purpose  of  discussing  the  use  of  the  White 
Fund  for  the  construction  of  recreational  centers 
in  the- City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  there  are  cer- 
tain courtesy  orders  passed  in  this  Body  under 
suspension  of  the  rule,  and  1  trust  that  this  order 
will  be  treated  in  that  way.  This  is  a  matter 
upon  which  there  is  doubt  in  the  minds  of  some 
of  our  members,  and  I  think  the  question  of  the 
use  of  the  White  Fund  for  the  construction  of 
recreational  centers  in  the  city  should  properly 
be  discussed  with  the  trustees  of  the  fund.  1 
believe  there  are  few  members  who  feel  that  a 
municipal  stadium  is  a  good  thing,  or  the  best 
thing  for  the  city,  in  considering  the  expenditure 


of  the  White  Fund  income.  I  know  that  in  my 
district  I  am  constantly  being  besieged  by  young- 
sters and  older  people  for  certain  things,  such  as 
swimming  pools,  for  instance,  from  which  they 
might  obtain  a  little  enjoyment.  I  know  that 
Ward  9,  the  district  formerly  represented  by 
Councilor  Ward,  has  a  swimming  pool  constructed 
out  of  White  Fund  money.  While  that  is  a  small 
thing,  it  is  typical  of  what  might  be  done  with 
that  money.  Each  and  every  section  of  the  city 
is  entitled  to  such  treatment  through  the  fund, 
and  I  think  if  we  get  the  trustees  of  the  fund  in 
here  and  discuss  the  matter  with  them,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  recreational  centers,  we  may  get 
somewhere,  perhaps  starting  recreational  centers 
in  every  district. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    CLAIMS. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  (referred  March  18)  of 
Walter  A.  Gavin  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of 
execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging  to 
Fire  Department — recommending  passage  of  ac- 
companying order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars 
($100)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Walter  A.  Gavin  in 
reimbursement  for  amount  of  judgment  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a 
motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Fire  Department, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  John  J.  Mahoney 
(referred  March  25)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount 
of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  motor  apparatus  belonging  to 
Fire  Department — recommending  passage  of  ac- 
companying order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  ($750)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  John  J. 
Mahoney  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execu- 
tion issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  motor  apparatus  belonging  to  the  Fire 
Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 


CLEANING   OF  WARD    13   STREETS. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  provide  for  the  cleaning  of  all  streets  in  Ward  13 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING    OF    INGLESIDE    STREET. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  Ingleside  street,  Ward  13,  and  install 
sidewalks  thereon,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  CHASE,  at 
5.31  p.  m.r  to  meet  on  Monday,  April  22,  1940,  at 
2  p.  m. 


CITY    OF    BOSTON    PBJNTINQ    DEPARTMENT 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


16  L 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,    April   22,    1940. 
Regular   meeting  of   the   City   Council   in  the 
Council    Chamber,    City    Hall,    at   two    p.    m., 
President     GALVIN     in     the     Chair.       Absent, 
Coun.   SWattuck. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  SIDEWALKS,  WARD  6. 
The   following   was   received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  22,  19-40. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
tlhe  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  1,  1940,  concerning  the 
construction  of  artificial  stone  sidewalks  in 
place  of  the  present  sidewalks  on  certain 
streets    in    Ward    6. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

April   15,    1940. 
Mr.    William    T.    Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return  herewith  order 
in  City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  _  of 
Public  Works  construct  artificial  stone  side- 
walks in  place  of  the  present  sidewalks  on  the 
following  streets   in  Ward   6 : 

B  street,  West  Broadway  to  West  First  street ; 
West  Fourth  street,  between  Dorchester  avenue 
and  D  street ;  Silver  street,  D  street  to  225, 
west  of  E  street ;  West  Fourth  street,  Dor- 
chester avenue  to  bridge  abutment ;  West 
Sixth  street,  Dorchester  to  E  streets ;  East 
Fifth  street,  between  I  street  and  K  street ; 
East  Fourth  street,  Dorchester  to  K  streets ; 
East  Second  street,  Dorchester  to  K  streets ; 
East  Seventh  street,  N  street  to  Columbia 
road  ;  N  street.  East  Broadway  to  East  Fourth 
street ;  West  Seventh  street,  E  street  to  Dor- 
chester street ;  O  street,  First  street  to  Colum- 
bia   road. 

It  is  the  intention  of  this  department  to 
remove  the  present  brick  sidewalks  on  the 
above-named  streets  where  same  are  in  poor 
condition  and  replace  them  with  artificial 
stone  sidewalks  provided  sufficient  funds  are 
available   to    do   the   work. 

Very   truly   yours, 

George    G.    Hyland, 
Commissioner   of   Public   Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


USE    OF    INCOME    OF    GEORGE    ROBERT 
WHITE  FUND. 
The  following   was  received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  22,  1940. 
To  the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Acting  Corporation  Counsel  relative  to 
your  order  of  January  29,  1940,  concerning 
whether  or  not  the  income  from  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund  can  be  used  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  recreational  center  or  gymna- 
sium in  the  South  Boston  district. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City   of    Boston, 
Law  Department,  April   18,   1940. 
Hon.   Maurice  J.   Tobin, 

Mayor   of   Boston. 
Dear    Sir. — This    is    in    answer    to    the   order 
of   the    City    Council    requesting    the    Corpora- 
tion  Counsel  to  inform  that  Body  whether  the 


income  from  the  George  Robert  White  Fund 
can  be  used  for  the  construction  of  a  recrea- 
tional center  or  gymnasium  in  the  South  Bos- 
ton   district. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  will  the  purposes 
for  which  the  income  of  the  fund  may  be  ex- 
pended are  subject  to  several  restrictions. 
One  is  that  it  is  only  to  be  used  for  creating 
works  of  public  utility  and  beauty ;  and  an- 
other is  tbait  it  shall  not  be  used  for  any 
purpose  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  city  in 
the   ordinary    course   of    events    to   provide. 

The  question  as  to  whether  or  not  a  pro- 
posed expenditure  comes  within  the  terms  of 
the  will  is,  in  my  opinion,  primarily  a  ques- 
tion of  fact  to  be  determined  by  the  trustees 
of  the  Fund,  subject,  in  case  of  doubt,  to  re- 
course to  the  Court.  That  being  my  under- 
standing of  the  situation  it  seems  somewhat  in- 
trusive for  the  Law  Department  to  submit  an 
opinion  in  advance  upon  a  theoretical  question 
unless  the  trustees  have  indicated  that  they 
intend  to  give  the  matter  the  three  months' 
serious  consideration  required  by  the  will  and 
desire  the  assistance  of  the  department. 

However,  I  see  no  great  objection  to  furnish- 
ing the  Council  with  the  information,  which, 
of  course,  has  no  binding  effect  on  the  trus- 
tees, that  it  seems  fairly  reasonable  to  assume 
that  the  construction  of  a  municipal  gymna- 
sium from  the  income  of  the  White  Fund 
would  be  a  violation  of  the  restriction  against 
using  the  money  for  something  which  the  city 
furnishes  in  the  ordinary  course.  The  city 
has  already  provided  some  eleven  gymnasiums 
in  various  districts,  and  the  construction  of 
such  buildings  is  one  of  the  purposes  for  which 
all  cities  are  authorized  by  the  Legislature  to 
expend   money   raised   by   taxation. 

The  words  "recreational  center"  have  no 
definite  meaning.  Such  a  term  might  denote 
the  collection'  in  one  place  of  various  func- 
tions ordinarily  provided  by  the  city,  or  it 
might  mean  something  entirely  new.  With- 
out a  definition  it  appears  useless  to  speculate 
as  to  whether  or  not  a  recreational  center 
would  come  within  the  terms  of  the  will. 
When  some  concrete  proposal  for  such  an 
expenditure  is  presented  to  the  trustees  of  the 
White  Fund  no  doubt  their  decision  will  depend 
to  some  extent  on  what  particular  activities 
are    to   be    included. 

Respectfully, 

W.  J.  Doyle, 
Acting  Corporation  Counsel. 

Placed  on   file. 


GRADING    OF    LAND    AT    ROXBURY    AND 
KING  STREETS. 
The    following   was   received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  22,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Boston  School  Committee  Secretary  relative 
to  your  order  of  March  25,  1940,  concerning 
the  taking  of  immediate  steps  to  eliminate  the 
danger  of  injury  to  small  children  by  leveling 
off  the  lot  of  land  owned  by  the  School  De- 
partment at  the  corner  of  Roxbury  and  King 
streets,  the  work  to  be  done  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
School  Committee,  April  16,  1910. 
Hon.    Maurice   J.    Tobin, 

Mayor   of   Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — At  a  meeting  of  the  City  Council 
on  March  25,  1940,  an  order  was  passed  re- 
questing the  School  Committee,  through  your 
Honor,  to  take  immediate  steps  to  eliminate 
the  danger  of  injury  to  small  children  by  level- 
ing off  the  lot  of  land  owned  by  the  School 
Department  at  the  corner  of  Roxbury  and 
King  streets,  the  work  to  be  done  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project. 

The  City  Council  order  was  referred  by 
the  School  Committee  to  the  Superintendent 
of  Construction,  Mr.  James  J.  Mahar.  and 
Mr.   Mahar  has   now  replied,  pointing  out   that 
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this  lot  'is  included  in  the  list  of  properties 
which  the  School  Committee  has  voted  to  sell ; 
that  it  is  therefore  in  the  hands  of  the  Board 
on  Sale  of  Land  or  Buildings.  Mr.  Mahar 
doubts  that  he  has  any  legal  right  to  spend 
School  Department  funds  for  grading  this  lot 
for    general   playground    purposes. 

The  records  show  that  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Board  on  Sale  of  Land  held  on  July  7,  1937, 
question  was  raised  as  to  the  advisability  of 
turning  this  lot  over  to  the  Park  Department 
for  a  public  playground.  It  was  then  ex- 
plained that  legislative  action  would  be  neces- 
sary to  carry  out  the  suggestion  and  nothing 
further   was   dome   about  the   matter. 

It   therefore  seems   to    the   School    Committee 
that  the   recommendation    of   the   City    Council 
may   not  be  carried  into  effect  at  this   time. 
Respectfully    yours, 
Ellen   M.   Cronin,   Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 


RECREATION  AREA,  CODMAN  SQUARE. 

The    following    was   received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  22,  1940. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Boston  School  Committee  Secretary  relative 
to  your  order  o'f  November  20,  1939,  concern- 
ing a  Federal  project  which  will  complete 
recreation  area  at  the  rear  of  the  Dorchester 
High  School  for  Girls  in  Codman  square. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City   of    Boston, 
School   Committee,   April   9,   1940. 
Hon.   Maurice  J.   Toibin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — The  City  Council  in  meeting. 
November  20.  1930,  passed  an  order  request- 
ing your  Honor  to  make  every  effort  to  assure 
a  Federal  project  which  will  complete  recrea- 
tion area  at  the  rear  of  the  Dorchester  High 
School    for    Girls    in    Codman   square. 

The  Committee  is  in  receipt  of  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Superintendent  of  Construction, 
Mr.  James  J.  Mahar,  reporting  that  the  work 
of  installing  a  wall  and  fence  about  the  area 
in  question  has  just  been  completed.  The  lot 
has  been  cleaned  up  and  roughly  graded.  Mr. 
Mahar  plans  to  install  asphalt  surface  in  the 
area  in  the  next  project. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Ellen  M.  Cronin,   Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments 
for  the  term  beginning  May  1,   1940,  viz.: 

Weighers  o'f  Coal :  Frederick  Manchester,  71 
Beacon  street,  Hyde  Park,  Mass. ;  William  L. 
Harlow,  920  Metropolitan  avenue,  Hyde  Park, 
Mass. 

Weighers  of  Goods:  Frederick  Manchester, 
71  Beacon  street,  Hyde  Park,  Mass ;  William 
L.  Harlow,  920  Metropolitan  avenue,  Hyde 
Park,    Mass. 

Severally    laid    over    a    week    under   the    law. 


AlPPOIiNTMBNT    OF    CONSTABLES. 

The   following   was    received : 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  April  22,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
Honorable  Body,  I  hereby  appoint  the  follow- 
ing-named persons  constables  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  for  the  term  of  one  year,  beginning 
with  the  first  day  of  May,  1940,  without  power 
to  serve  civil  process  and  to  serve  without 
bond. 

The  commissions  of  all  constables  not  named 
herein    expire    on    April    30,     1940,    and    such 


constables  are  hereby  removed  from  office  from 
and  after  May  1,  1940,  for  the  good  of  the 
service. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Constables. 
Joseph  Altobello,  7  Oak  place,  Ward  18; 
James  Baxter,  10  Woodlawn  avenue,  Ward  18  ; 
Edward  Bickerton,  190  Bustis  street,  Ward  8  ; 
Charles  Boyce,  4  Neptune  road.  Ward  1 ; 
Joseph  Brogna,  165  Endicott  street,  Ward  3 ; 
Andrew  Brusehette,  45  Chelsea  street,  Ward  1  ; 
Edward  A.  Burke,  68  Leonard  street,  Ward  15  ; 
Joseph  Carr,  169  Bowdoin  street,  Ward  15; 
Joseph  P.  Casey,  43  Marcella  street,  Ward  11  : 
Francis  Chaisson,  1112  Dorchester  avenue,  Ward 
15  :  Joseph  Cohen,  65  Homestead  street,  Ward 
12  ;   Robert   Connolly,   20   Thomas   street.  Ward 

19  :  John  H.  Coughlin,  59  King  street,  Ward  16  ; 
Edward  N.  Couzens,  88  Humboldt  avene.  Ward 
12 ;  John  DiMare,  42A  Green  street,  Ward  3  ; 
John  Donahoe,  468  Saratoga  street,  Ward  1  ; 
Edward  Donovan.  336  Geneva  avenue.  Ward  15  : 
Charles    E.  Dowd.  102  Gainsborough  street,  Ward 

4  :  John  F.  Doyle.  14  Dewey  street.  Ward  13  ; 
Joseph  L.  Duffly,  15  Spencer  street.  Ward  17; 
John  J.  Duffy.  27  Green  street,  Ward  2; 
Manus  Eyges,  508  Harvard  street,  Ward  14 : 
Geirge   M.    Fitzgerald,   200    Weld   street,   Ward 

20  ;  Cornelius  Fitzpatrick,  17  King  street,  Ward 
16 :  James  J.  Flanagan,  Jr.,  1421  Columbus 
avenue.  Ward  11:  Charles  L.  Forristall,  40 
Pinckney  street,  Ward  5  ;  John  F.  Ganley, 
98  Topliff  street,  Ward  15;  Gerard  Gifun,  264 
Maverick  street,  Ward  1:  David  Gordon,  33 
McLean  street.  Ward  3  :  Henry  J.  Gurl,  1S3 
Huntington  avenue,  Ward  4;  Charles  G.  Had- 
dad.  34  Bradford  street,  Ward  3 ;  Murray 
Harris.  11  Kingsdale  street,  Ward  14;  Wil- 
liam J.  Haves,  15  Shannon  street.  Ward  22; 
Edward  Hines,  152  Westville  street,  Ward  15; 
John  Jennings.  21  Walton  street.  Ward  17; 
Leo  Kelly,  75  Pontiac  street,  Ward  10:  Joseph 
Kenneally.  679  Washington  street.  Ward  17  ; 
Henrv  J.  Lawlor.  95  McBride  street,  Ward  11  ; 
Edward  J.  Leary.  90  Fenway,  Ward  4;  Wil- 
bur F.  Lewis,  645  East  Fifth  street.  Ward  6  : 
Joseph  P.  Lydon.  19  Windermere  road,  Ward 
13:  Andrew  Martin,  28  Maynard  street,  Ward 
IS:  Arthur  R.  Matthews.  33  Lourdes  avenue, 
Ward  11  :  Bernard  McCabe.  12S  Colberg  ave- 
nue. Ward  20 :  John  C.  McCarthy,  28  Quancy 
street.  Ward  12  :  Paul  McCarthy,  316  Hyde 
Park  avenue.  Ward  19 ;  Patrick  McGovern. 
4  Tremont  street.  Ward  2  :  Charles  J.  Mc- 
Grath.  46  Columbia  road.  Ward  14 :  William 
J.  McGregor,  33  Grampian  way.  Ward  13 : 
Archibald  McNeil.  14  Blanche  street.  Ward  16; 
Leo  T.  McNeil,  1395  Commonwealth  avenue, 
Ward  21  ;  Joseph  Monahan,  57  High  street. 
Ward  2  ;  William  F.  Nicholson,  1580  Tremont 
street,  Ward  10 ;  Edward  J.  Noonan,  1295 
Commonwealth  avenue.  Ward  21  ;  William 
F.  Nyhan,  1174  Columbus  avenue.  Ward  9; 
John  F.  O'Brien.  761  East  Seventh  street. 
Ward  7  ;  Willard  F.  O'Brien.  5  Orchard  street. 
Ward  19 :  David  I.  O'Connor.  15  Iroquois 
slreet.  Ward  10:  Edward  B.  O'Neil,  411  East 
Fifth  street.  Ward  7:  Leonard  Pike,  54  Wil- 
mington avenue.  Ward  17:  John  J.  Rea, 
68  Russell  street.  Ward  2  :  Timothy  F.  Regan, 
56  Eliot  street,  Ward  19:  James  J.  Reilly, 
44  Francis  street.  Ward  10:  Timothy  Scannell, 
272  West  Third  street.  Ward  6:  Francis  J. 
Shea.  39  Belmont  street.  Ward  2  :  Hvman 
Slate,  2S  Phillips  street,  Ward  5  :  John  Smyth, 
2S  Kempton  street.  Ward  10;  Daniel  Sugrue, 
52  At  hoi  street.  Ward  22:  Patrick  E.  Sullivan. 
122  Parker  Hill  avenue.  Ward  10:  Herbert 
C.  Timson.  117  Beacon  street.  Ward  IS ; 
William  A.  Walsh.  69  Maverick  street.  Ward  1  : 
Thomas  White.  S7  Washington  street.  Ward  2  : 
Earl   F.   Wickes.    14   Rosedale  street.   Ward   17. 

With    Animal    Rescue    League. 
Joseph     E.     Connachton,     14     James     street. 
Ward    S :    Frederick    O.    Houghton,    363    Adams 
street.     Milton :    Archibald     C.    McDonald,     710 
East   Sixth   street.   Ward   6. 

With    Massachusetts    S.    P.    C.    T.    A. 
Harry  L.  Allen,  ISO  Longwood  avenue.  Ward 
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Van   Drivers   Appointed  by  the   Court. 

Patrick  A.  Gargan,  80  Fairbanks  street. 
Ward  22  ;  Charles  M.  Shea,  33  Hillside  street, 
Ward    10. 

Laid   over   a   week   under   the   law. 


TRANSFER  IN  PENAL  INSTITUTIONS 
DEPARTMENT  APPROPRIATION. 

The  following   was   received : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  15,  1940'. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  request  for  trans- 
fer within  the  appropriations  for  the  Office 
Expenses  of  the  Penal  Institutions  Depart- 
ment is  necessary  because  of  the  pensioning 
of  an  employee  of  that  department,  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Retirement  System,  pensioned  under 
the  provisions  Of  chapter  32  of  the  General 
Laws.  This  pension  was  not  approved  until 
after  submission  of  the  budget  to  your  Honor- 
able Body  and  could  snot  have  been  anticipated. 

I  am  forwarding  herewith  a  transfer  order 
in  the  sum  of  $1,072.50  from  the  A,  Personal 
Service  group  to  the  F,  Special  Items  group 
in  the  budget  of  the  Penal  Institutions  De- 
partment, Office  Expenses,  and  recommend 
its  adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  2Gil 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
translfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Penal  In- 
stitutions   Department,    Office    Expenses : 

From  the  appropriation  foT  A,  Personal 
Service,  $1,072.50,  to  the  appropriation  for  F, 
Special   Items,   $11,072,150. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER  OF  PROPERTY  AT  243  DOVER 
STREET. 

The  following   was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  20,  1940. 
To  the  Honoralble  the   City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  an  order 
for  the  translfer  of  a  parcel  of  foreclosed  tax 
title  property  situated  at  243  Dover  street 
from  the  care,  custody,  management  and  con- 
trol of  the  Custodian  of  Foreclosed  Real  Estate 
to  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

The  land  in  question  is  adjacent  to  the 
Bristol  Street  Fire  Station  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment and  contains  about  two  thousand 
three  hundred  sixty  (2.3S0)  square  feet  of 
land.  This  land  is  ideally  situated  for  use  by 
the  Fire  Department  as  it  will  provide  the 
advantages  of  an  additional  entrance  and 
exit  to  the  Fire  Station,  as  well  as  parking 
facilities    for    Fire    Department    vehicles. 

T  recommend  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order  by  your    Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Whereas.  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of 
the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  October  23,  1939,  foreclosed  a  right  of 
redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds.  Book  5549,  page  501,  on  about 
two  thousand  three  hundred  sixty  (2,360) 
square  feet  Of  land  on  the  southeasterly  side 
of  Dover  street,  numhered  two  hundred  forty- 
three  (2'431  in  the  numbering  of  said  Dover 
street,  adjoining  property  df  the  City  of  Boston 
in  the  control  of  the  Fire  Department  of  the 
City   of   Boston  ;   and 

Whereas,  The  Commissioner  of  (he  Fire  De- 
partment of  the  City  of  Rosfon  is  desirous  of 
using  the  said  premises  for  Fire  Department 
purposes :   now,   therefore,    it   is   hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Custodian  of  Foreclosed 
Real   Estate  of  the  City  of  Boston   be,   and  he 


hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  df  Boston,  to .  transfer  the  care, 
custody,  management  and  control  of  the  said 
premises  to  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City 
of   Boston. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred   to  the  committees   named,   viz. : 

Claims. 

Boston  Biscuit  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damage   to  truck  by  city  truck. 

Charles  K.  Butler,  for  refund  on  plumbing 
permit. 

Daniel  J.  Collins,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  perform- 
ance  of    duty   as    patrolman. 

Franklin  Park  Hay  and  Grain  Company,  for 
compensation  for  damage  to  truck  by  city 
truck. 

Edward  A.  Friedberg,  for  compensation  for 
damage   to   car  by   fire   engine. 

Patrick  H.  Furey,  to  be  reimbursed  as  re- 
sult of  accident  on  account  of  acts  as  em- 
ployee of   Public   Works   Department. 

Helen  F.  Harlow,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Arlington 
and    Providence   streets. 

Thomas  Hartwell,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  by  East  Boston  Tunnel  No.  2 
car. 

Martin  A.  Lombard,  to  be  reimbursed  on 
account  of  accident  which  occurred  in  per- 
formance   of    duty    as    fireman. 

The  R.  A.  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damage   to   car   by  city  car. 

Timothy  P.  Sullivan,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
df   duty   as   patrolman. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of 
age  to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement, 
viz. : 

Coimar  Club,  Inc.,  Bast  Boston  High  School, 
May   27. 

Marie  Ryan  Livingston,   Eliot  Hall,   May  22. 

Katherine  D.  O'Gorman,  Repertory  Theatre, 
M«y  25. 

Howard  Wilson,  Johnson  Memorial  Hall, 
_  June   3,    4. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 

Applications  for  driveway  openings  were 
received .    as   follows  : 

Socony-Vaouum  Oil  Company,  Inc.,  at  East 
Eagle   street.    East   Boston. 

Arthur  F.  Phin.ney,  at  48  and  50  Spring 
street,    Ward    20. 


MINORS'  LICENSES. 

Applications  were  received  from  fifty-one 
newsboys  and  five  bootblacks  for  minors' 
licenses.  Permits  granted  under  the  usual 
conditions. 


TRANSIENT  VENDORS'  LICENSES. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  issuing  of  tran- 
sient vendors'   licenses,   as   follows: 

Albert  Hassman,  for  sale  of  hair  shampoo 
and   hair  pomade,   at  349   Washington   street. 

Fausto  R.  Yznaga.  for  sale  of  foot  and  cold 
remedies,    at    349   Washington   street. 

Placed  on    file. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  CONSTABLES. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  called  up,  under  un- 
finished  business.   No.    1   on    the  calendar,   viz.: 

1.  Aolion  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  April  15.  1910.  of  Constables  authorized 
to.  serve  civil  process  upon  filing  bonds,  being 
the  annual  list  as  contained  in  Citv  Document 
43. 

The    question    came    on    confirmation. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  Chairman,  for  the 
Committee  on  Constables,  I  ask  that  the  names 
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in  Document  43  be  confirmed  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Paul  R.  Gast,  who  has  resigned,  and 
Francis   W.   Gildea   and    Joseph    L.   Shurtleff. 

Co-un.  TAYLOR — Mr.  President,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Constables  Committee,  there  is  just 
one  thing  that  I  want  to  say.  Out  of  the 
whole  group  of  constables  there  are  probably 
ten  or  a  dozen  who  are  also  doing  work  for 
the  City  of  Boston.  As  I  stated  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Committee  on  Constables  last  week, 
it  is  the  desire  of  the  committee — and  I  think 
a  majority  of  the  Council  were  present — to 
prevent  a  repetition  of  a  certain  practice  that 
has  gone  on  in  the  past.  I  might  reiterate 
the  statement  made  at  that  meeting — that  any 
of  those  constables  who  are  serving  as  a  col- 
lecting agency  for  the  city  should  take  heed 
of  the  warning  that  they  should  take  no 
action  on  taxes,  personal  or  excise,  previous 
to  the  year  1935  because,  as  I  have  stated  here 
before,  these  taxes  in  most  cases  have  been 
collected  by  one  constable  or  another,  and  we 
do  not  wish  to  embarrass  any  of  the  people 
who  did  not  keep  their  receipts  for  a  longer 
period  than  that.  I  think  it  is  the  desire  of 
the  committee  and  also  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  that  if  any  of  these  constables  violate 
that  understanding  they  will  have  a  good 
chance   to  lose  their  commission   another  year. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation  of  the 
appointments.  Committee,  Coun.  Goode  and 
Russo.  Whole  number  of  ballots  15,  yeas  14, 
nay    1,    and   the   appointments   were   confirmed. 

President  GALVIN  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business,   No.   2   on   the  calendar,  viz.: 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  April  15,  1940,  of  weighers  of  coal,  etc., 
and  other  minor  appointments,  being  the  an- 
nual  list  as   contained   in   City  Document   44. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Wickes  and  Hurley.  The  ap- 
pointments  were  confirmed,  yeas   14,  nay   1. 


CORPORATION    COUNSEL'S    OPINION    ON 
WHITE  FUND. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  with  un- 
animous consent  I  would  like  to  make  a  state- 
ment. (No  objection.)  Mr.  President,  I  want 
to  thank  the  Acting  Corporation  Counsel  for 
preparing  and  rendering  what  I  think  is  at 
least  a  fair  opinion  as  to  the  ways  in  which 
the  George  Robert  White  Fund  should  be  spent. 
Although,  frankly,  part  of  that  opinion  is 
not  gtoing  to  be  of  very  miuch  assistance  at 
the  present  moment  to  those  of  us  who  are 
looking  for  a  gymnasium  through  this  fund, 
there  are  other  parts  of  the  opinion  which,  I 
believe,  will  be  6f  help  to  us  in  considering 
the  proper  action  to  take.  For  the  benefit  of 
the  other  members  of  the  Body,  who  would 
like  some  information  upon  the  matter,  I  think 
it  is  proper  for  me  to  read  the  opinion  in  full 
at   this   time. 

(Coun.  Linehan  here  read  in  full  the  opinion 
of  the  Acting  Corporation  Counsel,  submitted 
by  the  Mayor  today,  in  regard  to  "Use  of 
Income   of    George    Robert    White    Fund.") 

At  the  outset,  I  want  to  say  this,  that  I 
think  the  other  members  of  the  Council  in- 
terested in  the  matter  and  myself  will  prob- 
ably have  to  abide  by_  the  ruling,  if  it  is  called 
a  ruling,  of  the  Acting  Corporation  Counsel. 
He  came  to  a  conclusion  with  which  I 
think  I  agree,  in  the  matter  of  gymnasiums, 
because  of  the  fact  that  we  already  have  eleven 
gymnasiums,  I  believe,  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
I  think  it  is  probably  fairly  reasonable,  there- 
fore, to  say  that  they  do  not  come  within  the 
will.  But  there  is  something  of  which  we 
should  take  notice  in  the  last  paragraph,  in 
which   be  says: 

"The  words  'recreational  center'  have  no 
definite  meaning.  Such  a  term  might  denote 
the  collection  in  one  place  of  various  func- 
tions ordinarily  provided  by  the  city,  or  it 
might  mean  something  entirely  new.  With- 
out a  definition,  it  appears  useless  to  speculate 
as  to  whether  or  not  a  recreational  center  would 
come   within   the  terms   of  the  will." 

Then  he  goes  on  to  say: 

"When  some  concrete  proposal  for  such  an 
expenditure    is    presented    to    the    trustees    of 


the  White  Fund,  no  doubt  their  decision  will 
depend  to  some  extent  on  what  particular 
activities  are  to  be  included." 

I  realize,  Mr.  President,  that  last  week  when 
I  took  the  floor  of  the  Council  perhaps  I  was 
doing  something  that  would,  you  might  say, 
bring  me  within  the  realms  of  publicity  that 
some  may  occasionally  desire.  I  think  we  all 
like  to  get  credit  for  doing  something  in  the 
interests  of  the  people,  and  if  we  don't  it  is 
our  tough  luck.  I  want  to  say  at  the  outset, 
however,  that  this  is  no  new  interest  of  mine. 
I  took  it  up  when  I  was  in  the  Legislature. 
I  am  not  now  pursuing  the  matter  as  the  re- 
sult of  any  promise  I  have  made  to  the  citizens 
of  South  Boston  or  of  Dorchester,  whom  I 
represent,  because  I  did  not  promise  them  one 
thing  except  to  serve  the  interests  of  the 
district  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  decently,  in- 
telligently and  honestly,  so  far  as  lay  in  my 
power.  That  is  all  I  promised.  I  did  not  say 
that  I  hoped  to  get  a  gymnasium  or  a  recrea- 
tional center.  I  mentioned  nothing  about  it. 
When  I  was  in  the  Legislature,  I  attempted 
to  have  money  from  the  George  Robert  White 
Fund  spent  for  a  recreational  center,  but,  un- 
fortunately, being  a  member  of  the  lower 
branch,  I  did  not  get  action.  As  a  member  of 
the  City  Council  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  take 
the  floor  and  fight  for  this,  not  as  something 
that  concerned  simply  my  district,  but  also 
something  which  should  interest  the  different 
members  of  the  Council  and  the  citizens  of 
Boston  generally.  When  I  said  that  we  needed 
a  recreational  center  in  South  Boston,  I  had 
clearly  in  mind  that  something  of  the  sort 
should  be  provided  for  other  sections  of  the 
city  also.  South  Boston  being  simply  one  of  the 
geographical  centers  of  this  town.  I  don't 
know  of  any  part  of  the  City  of  Boston  that 
might  not  well  have  what  we  might  call  a 
recreational  center,  although,  as  the  Acting 
Corporation  Counsel  say?,  we  cannot  now  say 
exactly  what  such  a  recreational  center  might 
include.  It  might  include  many  things  that 
the  city  otherwise  would  never  provide  for. 
I  think,  therefore,  that  I  and  my  colleague 
from  Ward  6  (Coun.  Scannell),  and  perhaps 
other  members  interested  in  recreational  cen- 
ters, may  be  able  to  get  together  and  bring 
forth  some  plan  for  a  recreational  center  that 
will  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  will. 
I  think  the  opinion  of  the  Acting  Corporation 
Counsel  has  at  least  given  us  an  opportunity 
to  see  if  we  cannot  work  out  something  that 
would  mean  a  proper  expenditure  and  have 
standing  under  the  provisions  of  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund  will.  This  being  the  last 
shot  that  I  will  make  for  the  time  being 
at  this  recreational  center,  perhaps  I  may  be 
excused  for  taking  a  little  time  of  the  Council. 
As  I  told  you  several  months  ago.  and  have 
repeated  since.  South  Boston  needs  a  center 
that  might  be  called  a  recreational  center, 
the  same  as  such  a  center  is  needed  in  a  lot 
of  other  districts  of  the  city,  and  if  we  make 
a  concerted  effort  to  arrive  at  something  of 
this  kind,  that  will  serve  the  people  of  Boston 
and  at  the  same  time  come  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  George  Robert  White  will,  very 
probably  something  concrete  can  be  accom- 
plished. We  all  have  the  interests  of  the 
kiddos,  and  also  of  the  grown-ups.  at  heart, 
and  I  think  nobody  can  take  the  floor  of  the 
Council  and  object  to  the  expenditure  of  money 
for  such  a  purpose.  I  have  here  a  little 
pamphlet  that  shows  me  who  the  members  of 
the  trustees  of  the  George  Robert  White  Fund 
are.  and  three  or  four  of  them,  at  least.  aTe 
men  with  whom  we  are  all  familiar.  At 
the  head  is  the  Hon.  Maurice  .T.  Tobin.  as 
chairman  of  the  George  Robert  White  Fund 
Trustees,  and  I  might  add  right  here  that  I 
know  from  certain  interviews  with  the  Mayor 
that,  so  far  as  South  Boston  and  other  dis- 
tricts are  concerned,  he  would  like  very  much 
to  see  recreational  centers  for  the  people. 
The  next  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
is  Charles  J.  Fox,  City  Auditor,  and  I  think 
that  he  would  be  with  us  so  far  as  he  could. 
within  the  provis;ons  of  the  will.  Tho  next 
gentlemen  is  our  President,  William  J.  Galvin, 
whose  voice  is  always  heard,  as  representing 
Charlestown  or  other  districts  of  the  city,  on 
matters    so    vitally    concerning    the    welfare    of 
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our  citizens.  I  know  that  we  could  depend 
uipon  his  vote  if  we  needed  it,  and  if  it  could 
be  east  legally  in  favor  of  such  a  project. 
The  next  member  I  do  not  know — Oscar 
W.  Haussermann,  President  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commence, — and  the  next  is  Frederic  H. 
Chase,  President  of  the  Bar  Association  of 
the  City  of  Boston.  Those  are  the  five  men 
to  whom  we  have  to  look,  we  in  South  Boston 
and  in  other  sections  of  the  city,  for  the 
construction  of  the  will  of  George  Robert 
White  as  it  concerns  recreational  centers  for 
our  district  and  for  other  districts  of  the 
city.  If  we  go  before  them  with  a  proposi- 
tion, setting  foirth  what  we  want,  and  they 
show  us  that  it  is  not  a  proper  subject  for 
expenditure  within  the  provisions  of  the  will, 
we  would  be  out  of  hick.  But  we  might  to- 
gether arrive  at  a  plan  that  would  be  upheld 
by  the  trustees.  But  if  they  should  decide 
against  us,  while  we  might  go  to  court,  1 
think  that  the  court  would  probably  uphold 
Lhe  trustees.  So  it  probably  means  throwing 
the  whole  thing,  in  the  final  analysis  into  the 
lap  of  these  five  trustees,  and  the  only  re- 
course we  now  have  is  to  bring  the  matter 
to  their  attention.  As  I  have  said,  however, 
they  include  Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Charles  J.  Fox 
and  William  J.  Galvin.  I  think  I  am  correct 
in  saying  that  they  will  have  something  be- 
fore them  in  a  short  time,  and  I  sincerely 
trust  that  they  will  give  to  us  every  considera- 
tion possible  and  try  to  read  something  into 
the  will  that  will  give  them  an  opportunity 
to  hang  their  coat  and  hat  on  and  that  will 
lead  to  the  construction  of  these  recreational 
centers.  Some  time  ago  there  was  a  move- 
ment in  favor  of  health  centers,  and  it  was 
thought  that  this  money  could  not  be  spent 
for  that  purpose.  But  it  has  been  done,  and 
I  now  feel  sure,  in  the  light  of  the  opinion 
we  have  received,  that  if  we  can  suggest  some- 
thing that  -would  not  be  what  the  city  would 
ordinarily  be  expected  to  provide,  it  will  at 
Jeast  be  given  earnest  consideration  by  the 
trustees.  I  want  to  say  in  conclusion  that 
I  appreciate  the  fact  that  everybody  here  has 
been  so  patient  with  me,  that  the  newspapers, 
which  have  not  said  anything  against  me  or 
for  me,  have  at  least  maintained  a  friendly 
attitude,  \  and  that  my  colleagues  have  shown 
me  every  consideration.  I  want  also  to  thank 
the  Acting  Corporation  Counsel  for  at  least 
bringing  in  something  which  may  result  in 
future  action  along  this  line  being  taken. 
Let  us  put  our  heads  together  and  see  if 
something  cannot  be  devised  that  will  not 
violate  the  conditions  of  the  will  and  that 
will  afford  to  our  citizens  some  benefit  along 
the  line  of  recreational  centers.  Let  the  fight 
go    on. 

Coun.  WARD — 'Mr.  President,  will  the  gentle- 
man   describe    what    a    recreational    center    is? 
What   does  he  mean   by  a   recreational   center? 
President  GALVIN — The   gentleman   has   not 
yielded,  as  the  Chair  understands. 

Coun.  WARD — I  bow,  Mr.  President,  I  ask 
unanimous   consent. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from   Brighton. 

Coun.  WARD — And  I  withdraw  my  question, 
Mr.    President. 

President  GALVIN— The  Chair  has  a  state- 
ment to  make, — that  the  trustees  of  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund  met  last  Thursday,  and 
at  that  meeting  there  was  a  motion  made  and 
carried  that  the  trustees  hold  a  meeting  with 
the  Council  some  time  about  the  first  of  June, 
in  order  to  determine  what  is  to  be  said  in 
regard   to   recreational   centers. 


MARY    DOHERTY    SQUARE. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  consider 
naming  the  junction  of  Freeland  street  and 
Standard  street,  in  the  Mattapan  section  of 
Ward  18.  after  the  deceased  Mary  Doherty, 
World  War  nurse,  this  junction  to  be  known 
'j*    Mary    Ddherty   square. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


CANTERBURY    STREET    IMPROVEMENTS, 
WARD   18. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  the  roadway  and  install 
sidewalks  on.  Canterbury  street,  from  Mt. 
Calvary  road  to  Cummins  Highway,  in  the 
Mount   Hope  section  of   Ward   18. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


RESURFACING    OF    WARD    15    STREETS. 

Coun.    KELLY   offered   the   following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  the  following  streets  in 
Ward    15  as   W.   P.   A.   projects: 

Maryland  street,  Clarkson  street,  Longfellow 
street.  Fox  street,  from  Adams  to  Percival 
streets. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


SIDEWALK    ON    NORTON    STREET, 
WARD    1)5. 

Cotin.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  a  black  tar  sidewalk  on  Nor- 
ton street,  from  No.  3'5  to  the  rear  of  No.  23 
Inwood   street.   Ward    15. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


INFORMATION   RE    SNOW   REMOVAL. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  in- 
structed to  furnish  the  City  Council,  on  or 
before  the  next  regular  meeting  thereof, 
with  the  following  information  relative  to 
snow    removal : 

1.  The  names  and  addresses  of  all  con- 
tractors engaged  in  the  removal  of  snow 
during    the    recent   storm. 

2.  The  number  of  trucks  or  snow-loaders 
hired  by  the  City  of  Boston  from  each  con- 
tractor, and  the  total  number  of  days  and/or 
hours    each    contractor    worked. 

3.  The  amount  of  money  paid  or  due 
to    each    contractor. 

4.  The  price  paid  to  each  contractor  per 
cubic   yard. 

■5.  The  specific  area  covered  by  each  con- 
tractor and  the  distance  between  the  loading 
and  dumping  zones  in  the  area  where  each 
contractor     worked. 

6.  The  number  of  cubic  yards  removed 
by    each   contractor. 

7.  The  exact  locations  where  each  con- 
tractor   loaded    and    dumped    the    enow. 

8.  The  time  records,  setting  forth  when 
each  contractor  loaded  and  dumped  each 
truckload  of  snow. 

.    9.     The     names     and     addresses     of     all     in- 
spectors  used   in   snow  removal   work,   whether 
regular    city    employees    or    otherwise. 
Referred   to   the   Executive   Committee. 


REMOVAL   OF  PAVING   BLOCKS.   DUDLEY 
AND   WASHINGTON   STREETS. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  have  removed  the  pav- 
ing blocks  on  the  roadway  in  the  vicinity 
of  Dudley  and  Washington  streets,  Ward  9, 
as    they    are    creating    a    traffic    hazard. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 
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REOPENING    ROXBURY    CROSSING 
BRANCH    LIBRARY. 

Conn.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing : 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  reopen  tlie  Roxbury 
Crossing  Branch  Library  which  was  located 
at  the  corner  of  Ruggles  and  Tremonit  streets, 
Ward    9. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President, 
some  twenty-one  months  ago,  in  an  economy 
move,  .the  trustees  of  (the  Public  Library 
closed  the  Roxbury  Crossing  branch,  located 
at  the  corner  of  Ruggles  and  Tremont  streets, 
Ward  9.  That  branch  library  had  been  there 
for  a  good  many  years,  but  after  submitting 
a  list  of  libraries  to  be  closed  in  various 
pants  of  the  city,  in  spite  of  protests  the 
Roxbury  Crossing  Branch  Library,  at  the 
corner  of  Ruggles  and  Tremont  streets,  was 
closed.  It  was  a  large  and  well-patronized 
library,  convenient  for  those  coming  through 
Ruggles  street,  from  the  Boston  Latin  School, 
the  High  School  of  Commerce,  the  Girls' 
Latin  School,  Notre  Dame,  the  Girls'  Trade 
School,  and  others.  Children  coming  home 
from  school  have  been  able  to  use  that  library 
on  Ruggles  street.  It  seems  to  me  particularly 
important,  in  the  nuemployment  times  through 
which  we  are  mow  going  when  people  are  look- 
ing for  some  way  in  which  they  can  spend  their 
time  profitably  along  educational  lints,  that  par- 
ticular attention  should  be  given  to  such 
facilities  as  are  afforded  by  a  good  branch 
library.  Speaking  of  the  economy  argument, 
shortly  after  it  was  closed  Mr.  Lord,  the 
Director  of  the  Library,  had  his  salary  in- 
creased from  $7,500.  to  $10,000.  1C  that  is 
economy,  I  would  like  to  know  how  it  is 
practiced.  I  certainly  hope  that  the  order 
will  pass  and  that  the  trustees  will  reopen 
the    library. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the     rule. 


SUMNER    TUNNEL    FEES. 

Coun.    GOODE    offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  charging  all  outside 
residents  who  use  the  Sumner  Tunnel  a  fee 
of  25  cents  and  retain  the  present  fee  of  15 
cents    for    residents    of    Boston    only. 

Coun.  GOODE — Mr.  President,  I  introduce 
this  order  at  this  time  as  a  means  of  bringing 
in  additional  revenue  to  relieve  the  taxpayers 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  who  today  are  bear- 
ing the  entire  burden  of  the  deficit  incurred 
in  the  operation  of  the  Sumner  Tunnel.  In 
a  few  weeks  the  Registrar  of  Motor  Vehicles 
will  issue  stickers  for  every  car  in  the  state, 
and  the  registrar  will  then  be  able,  if  requested 
in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  to  give  a  colored 
sticker  to  the  operators  of  motor  vehicles 
by  which  those  belonging  in  the  Oity  of  Boston 
may  be  distinguished  from  those  coming  from 
outside  parts  of  the  state,  as  they  go  through 
the  tunnel  and  fees  are  collected  from  the 
operators.  There  ican  thus  he  a  distinction  made 
between  those  belonging  in  the  City  of  Boston 
and  those  coming  from  outside  the  city,  going 
through  the  tunnel.  I  think  the  present  fee 
for  non-residents  of  Boston  going  through 
Sumner  Tunnel  is  inadequate,  and  I  hope 
that   this   order   will   pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the    rule. 


REPAIRS,      CAROLINA      AVENUE      PLAY- 
GROUND, WARD   19. 

Coun.  LANGAN  and  ENGLERT  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
make  needed  repairs  to  the  benches  on  the 
playground    at    Carolina    avenue.    Ward    19. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


CONSTRUCTION    OF    WARD    19    STREETS. 

Coun.    LANGAN    offered    the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  the  following- 
named  streets  in  Ward  19  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
plan    of    construction: 

Southbourne  road,  400  feet  southeasterly 
from  Hyde  Park  avenue,  Halliday  street, 
Herbert  street,  Westbourne  road,  Chestnut 
square,    Eastland    road. 

Passed    under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


SUBWAY    STATION,    ARUNDEL    AND 
ABERDEEN    STREETS. 

Coun.    WARD    offered    the   following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Transit  Commissioners  de- 
termine  the   advisability   of   erecting  a  subway 
station    at    Arundel    and    Aberdeen    streets    at 
Beacon  street  as   a   W.   P.   A.   project. 
Passed   under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALKS,  CLEVELAND  CIRCLE 
PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.    WARD    offered    the    following: 
Ordered.    That    his    Honor    the    Mayor    direct 
Uie    Park    Commissioner    to    provide    for    side- 
walk.-, around   the  Cleveland   Circle  Playground. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ADDITIONAL    LIGHTING,    WARD    21. 

Coun.    WARD    offered    the    following: 
Ordered,    That    his    Honor    the   Mayor   direct 
the    lighting    department    to   put    in    additional 
lighting    service    on    Park    Drive,    QueensJberry 
and   Peterborough  streets   in   Ward  21. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ADDITIONAL  LIGHTING,  COMMON- 

WEALTH AVENUE,  BRIGHTON- 

ALLSTON. 

Coun.  WARD  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  additional  lights  on  Com- 
monwealth avenue  in  the  Brighton-Allston 
district. 

Passed   under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

A  recess  was  taken  by  direction  of  the  Chair 
at  3.06  p.  m.,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chair. 
The  members  reassembled  and  were  called  to 
order  by  President  GALVIN   at  4.10  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee,  submitted   the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today) 
for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to 
appear    at    places    of    public    amusement,    viz. : 

Coimar  Club,  Inc.,  East  Boston  High  School, 
May  27  ;  Marie  Ryan  Livingston,  Eliot  Hall, 
May  22  ;  Katharine  D.  O'Gorman,  Repertory 
Theatre,  May  25 ;  Howard  Wilson,  Johnson 
Memorial  Hall,  June  3,  4, — recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  under  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted ;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  asking 
Public  Works  Commissioner  to  furnish  in- 
formation relative  to  snow  removal — that  same 
ought    to   pass. 

Report    accepted ;   order    passed. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred   today)    for  transfer  of   property  at 
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243  Dover  street  from  Custodian  of  Fore- 
closed Real  Jistate  to  Fire  Department — 'that 
same   ought   to    pass. 

Report    accepted ;    said    order    passed. 

4.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  transfer  within  ap- 
propriation for  Office  Exipenses  of  Penal  In- 
stitutions Department — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted ;  said  order  passed,  yeas  .19, 
nays    0. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.  ENGLERT,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recommend- 
ing passage  of  order  for  payment  of  add  to 
sold'.ers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the 
City   of   Boston   for   the  month  of  April. 

Report    accepted ;    said    order    passed. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON 
ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  LYONS,  for  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,   submitted    the   following : 

il.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and 
ordinance  (referred  April  1)  for  increase  in 
numlber  of  members  of  City  Planning  Board — 
that   same  ought   to    pass. 

Report   accepted;    said   ordinance   passed.' 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and 
ordinance  (referred  April  1J  modernizing 
methods  and  procedure  of  Water  Income  Di- 
vision of  Public  Works  Department — that  same 
ought   to   pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
oame  on  the  passage  of  the  ordinance. 

Coun.  OHAISE — Mr.  President,  will  you 
please  read   the  ordinance? 

President  GALVIN — The  Chair  suggests 
that  the  order  is  such  a  long  one  that  it 
would  probably  be  well  to  assign  it  to  the 
meeting  and  have  it  printed,  so  that  copies 
can  be  furnished  to  the  members,  who  will 
have  a  further  opportunity  to  study  it.  The 
Chair  Willi  receive  a  motion  to  assign  the 
ordinance  to   the  next   meeting. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  LYONS,  the  ordinance 
was  assigned   to   the  next  meeting. 

Coun.  COFFEY — And  each  member  of  the 
Council    to    have   a   copy  ? 

President  GALVIN — That  is  the  suggestion 
of   the  Chair. 


leo  McCarthy  playground, 
charlestown. 

Coun.  GALVIN  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
name  the  playground  on  Mead  street,  Charles- 
town,  the  "Leo  McCarthy  Playground,"  in 
memory  of  Leo  McCarthy,  a  life-long  resident 
of  Charlestown,  who  distinguished  himself  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  during 
the    World    War. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


DISPLAY  OF  FOREIGN  FLAGS. 

Coun.    GALVIN    ottered    the   following: 

An   Ordinance   Concerning    the    Display   of 
Foreign  Flags. 
Be   it   ordained,   etc. 

Section  1. — 'No  person  shall  display  the  flag, 
or  emblem,  of  a  foreign  nation  from  any 
building  in  the  City  of  Boston  unless  at  the 
same  time  it  is  accompanied  by  the  display 
of  the  United  States  Flag  in  a  superior  posi- 
tion. 

Section  2. — Any  person  violating  the  pro- 
visions of  this  ordinance  shall  be  punished  by 
a  fine  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars  for  each 
offense. 

Referred   to  the  Committee  on   Ordinances. 


Coun..  RUSSO  in  the  chair. 


ADDITIONAL    ELEVATED    NIGHT    TRAIN 
FROM  EVERETT. 
Coun.    LYONS   offered   the   following : 
Ordered,    That    the    trustees    of    the    Boston 
Elevated      Railway      Company    ,  be      requested, 
through   his   Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider   the 
advisability   of   running  an   additional   train   at 
about    1.16    a.    <m.    from    Everett   for    the    con- 
venience of   night   workers   who  are  unable   to 
make    connection    with    the    last    train    on    the 
present   operating  schedule. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    LICEiNSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Comnimittee  on  Licenses, 
submitted   the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Louis  DeSanctis 
(referred  April  16)  for  driveway  opening  at 
Bennington  and  Bremen  streets — that  leave  be 
granted. 

Report  accepted  ;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


CAR    STOP    SAFETY    ZONE,   WARD    15. 

Coun.   KELLY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re-, 
quested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
fer with  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  with  reference  to  establish- 
ing a  safety  zone  at  the  car  stop  at  the  inter- 
section of  Columbia  road,  Richfield  and  Hamil- 
ton streets.  Ward  15.  to  enalble  patrons  of  the 
Boston  Elevated  to  cross  Columbia  road  and 
boai^d  street  cars  on  the  reservation. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SNOW    REMOVAL    SITUATION. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unan- 
imous consent  to  make  a  statement.  (No 
objection.)  Mr.  President  and  members  of 
the  Body,  about  three  weeks  ago  I  introduced 
an  order,  "That  the  Boston  Finance  Com- 
mission be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  furnish  the  City  Council  with  more 
specific  information  regarding  impeding  of 
the  work  of  city  officials,  the  designation 
of  men  to  be  hired  for  shoveling,  the  equip- 
ment to  be  hired,  and  the  appointment  of  in- 
spectors and  supervisors  to  be  employed  in 
connection  with  recent  show  removal  work." 
The  reason  why  I  introduced  that  order  was 
that  in  the  Sunday  newspapers  of  the  day 
l>efore  there  was  a   front  page  article  stating: 

"The  Boston  Finance  Commission  in  an  un- 
prejudiced report  on  the  St.  Valentine's  Day 
storm  and  the  snow  removal  problem  that 
followed  it  gives  a  clean  bill  to  Boston  city 
officials  and  criticizes  members  of  the  Boston 
City  Council,  members  of  the  Legislature, 
and  persons  influential  in  political  organi- 
zations, for  impeding  the  work  of  city  officials, 
trying  to  designate  the  men  to  be  hired  for 
shoveling,  the  equipment  to  be  hired  for  re- 
moval, and  the  inspectors  and  supervisors 
lo    be    employed    in    the    work." 

The  Finance  Commission  made  a  report, 
under  date  of  March  27,  with  regard  to  snow 
removal  which  certainly  left  a  suspicion  in 
the  minds  of  residents  of  the  City  of  Boston  in 
regard  to  the  position  of  .the  City  Council  in 
the  last  snowstorm.  So.  we  invited  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Finance  Commission  to  appear 
here  last  week,  and  in  reply  to  that  invitation 
the  following  letter  was  received,  under  date 
of  April  10.  11)10.  by  Councilor  Langan,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
City    Council: 

"Dear  Sir. — The  Finance  Commission  lias 
authorized  me  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  a 
notification  by  the  Clerk  of  Committees  that 
your  committee  requests  the  memln-rs  of  the 
Finance  Commission  and  memben  <it"  Hie  staff 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


to   appiear   before    you    im   regard    to    the    com- 
mission's  snow  removal  report,  so  called. 

It  has  never  been  customary  for  members  of 
the  Finance  Commission  to  appear  before  the 
City  Council  or  its  committees  to  discuss  or 
debate  ftbe  findings  of  the  commission  in  a 
particular  investigation.  The  commission  can 
see  no  good  reason  for  making  an  exception 
in  this  case.  The  administration  of  the  work 
of  snow  removal  ite  under  the  exclusive  author- 
ity of  the  Mayor  and  officials  responsible  to 
him. 

The   commission    has    noted   (that   the    Mayor 
has     already    started    action     along    the    limes 
suggested     by     the     Finance     Commission. 
Respectfully     yours, 
Charles    M.    Storey,     Chairman." 

That    letter    of    the    Piniaince    Commission    is 
very     amusing,    to    say     the    least,     because    I 
remember,     about    sixteen     months    ago,     when 
the   twenty-two    members    of    this    Council    re- 
'    ceived    registered   letters   from   the  office  of   the 
Finance    Commission,    calling    upon     us,     even 
getting   us  out  of   bed,  to  appear   before  them, 
upon   an    investigation   of  the   members   of   the 
Body.     1    can    also    remember    getting    the    At- 
torney-General's    opinion     in     regard     to     the 
authority    that    the    Finance    Commission     had 
to     require    us    to    appear    before    them.     His 
report    was    that    we    didn't    have    to    appear 
if  we  did  not  want  to   do  so.     I   wonder   what 
would    have  happened    if    we   'had    ignored   the 
command   to   appear    before  the   Finance   Com- 
mission  at   that    time,    as    apparently    we    had 
the    right    to    do,     and     I     wonder,     when     the 
Finance     Commission     wanted     me     to     assign 
reasons    for    having    members    of    the    Council 
in    my   own    house,    how   they    would    have    felt 
if    I    had   asked    them   about   their   practice    of 
meeting    around     among     themselves     in     their 
homes,     spending     the     evening.     When     they 
wondered    if    it    was    not    unusual    for    me    to 
have   members   of    the   Council  in    my   home  of 
an    evening,    I    might    have    asked    the    same 
Question   back,   if   it   was   unusual   for  members 
of  the  Finance  Commission  to  spend  am   even- 
ing   in    the    homes    of    their    fellow    members. 
While  it  was  not  unusual  for  members  of  that 
commission   to  be  seen   art   the   homes   of  other 
members   amy   night   in   the  week,   it  was   very 
unusual  for  me  to  have  ten  or  eleven   members 
at  my   house  on   one   evening.     Oh,   it  is  a  sad 
state  of  affairs   when   the  Finance  Commission 
is    asked    to    come    before    our    Body,    the    City 
Council,  ito  make  an  explanation  of  its  baffling 
statement    in    the    newspapers    of    three   weeks 
ago,   and   refuses    to   come,    and    when    it   com- 
manded the  presence  of  twenty-two  members  of 
this     Body     before     that     commission     because 
some    of    the    members    of    the    Council    were 
at   my   house   on    a    particular    evening,    I    say 
that    the    Boston    Finance    Commission    is    not 
consistent    in    demanding    that    we    appear    be- 
fore   them    at    such    a    time,    and    then,    when 
they    make    a    very    baffling    statement    in    the 
papers    and    we    desire    enlightenment    upon    it, 
they   write  a  letter  to   us  stating  that   "it  has 
never   been   customary   for  members  of  the   Fi- 
nance   Commission    to   appear   before   the    City 
Council  or  its  committees  to  d'iseuss  or   debate 
the  findings  of   the  commission  in  a  particular 
investigation. ' ' 

Conn.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unan- 
imous consent  to  make  a  statement.  (No 
objection.)  I  recently  filed  am  order  to  in- 
vestigate snow  removal,  because  of  the  action 
of  the  City  Greeter,  "Lulu"  Brems,  in  con- 
nection with  the  snow  removal,  following 
the  recant  snowstorm.  He  has  recently  come 
over  to  my  ward,  where  he  is  a  resident. 
Although  he  has  not  been  registered  for  the 
past  forty-five  years,  he  has  now  become  a 
registered  citizen  since  he  has  obtained  a 
job  with  the  city.  I  asked  for  an  investiga- 
tion, because  I  felt  that  his  action  in  dis- 
tributing snow  buttons  should  be  investigated, 
and  I  asked  for  an  investigation  by  the 
"Fin.  Com."  But  I  want  to  say  right  now 
that  I  am  not  going  'to  pay  any  more  atten- 
tion to  the  Finance  Commission.  I  am  not 
going  to  recognize  that  there  is  any  such 
thing  as  a  Finance  Commission.     I  will  ignore 


them  for  the  next  twenty   months,   and  I  shall 
always  ignore  them  and  refuse  any  recognition 
to  them  as  an   existent  body,   so  far  as   I   am 
concerned,     in     the     future.     As     far     as     the 
last     pamphlet     we     received     from    the     "Fin. 
Com."    is    concerned,     purporting    to    give    the 
results   of   what   they   termed   on    investigation, 
I    am    convinced    that    all    they    knew   of    what 
took    place    was    from    what    they    read    in    the 
newspapers.     Here    is    a    twenty-five-page    re- 
port  which   they  sent  out,  and  in  the  first  ten 
pages   they   talk   only  of  weather   conditions   in 
connection      with     the     snowstorm,     and     from 
there    on    the    language    of    the    report    shows 
that    the    whole    thing    was    attended    with    the 
greatest   confusion    in    their  minds.     They   hare 
a    good    deal    to    say    about   the    planning    that 
had   been    made   for  the  winter,   of  the   require- 
ments    of     the    contract,     about     the    rules     in 
connection      with     the     plowing,      the      lack     of 
equipment,    all    that    sort    of    thing,    and    about 
the    confusion    attendant    on    the    job.    paying 
their    respects    to    members    of    the    City    Coun- 
cil,     the      Legislature,      and     others      influential 
in     political    organizations,    who    "greatly    im- 
peded  the  work  of  the  regular  city   executives." 
Let     me     say.     as     a     member    of     the     Council, 
that   I    have   not  yet   seen   a   snow    button.     As 
far    as    putting   anybody    to    work    is   concerned 
there     was     an     invitation     from    the     Commis- 
i<  I,,  i     o£    Public    Works    to    each    councilor    to 
furnish     three     inspectors.      Two     weeks     ago     1 
made    a    motion    to    have    the    secretary    of    the 
Finance     Commission     brought     up     here     for 
questioning,     and     everylxuly     knows     what    took 
place.     He     is     the     executive     officer     of     the 
commission,    and    is    presumed    to    know    some- 
thing   about    what    it    is    doing    or    pn 
do.      I    believe    he    is    the    oldest    member   of    the 
Staff.      Hut    when    he    was    questioned,    he    sai.l 
he  would   have  to  take  the  matter   up  with  the 
Finance  Commission.     1   asked   him    how   many 
checks    were    uncalled    for    in    the    treasurer's 
office,    and    he    said    he    didn't    know.     I    asked 
him    how    many    men    worked    under    different 
names,    and    he   said    he    didn't    know.      1    asked 
him    about    the   amount   of    money    left    in    the 
treasurer's    office    by     men     who    had    fictitious 
names   and    who    did    not    call    for    their   checks, 
and    he    didn't    know.      And    yet   they    came  out 
with     a     twenty-five-page     report     condemning 
members    of    the    City    Council,    accusing    them 
of      impeding      the      work     of     snow      removal, 
although      appananity     they      themselves     knew 
nothing    at    all    about    what    had    gone   on.     Mr. 
Cunndff    is    the    executive    officer    of    that    com- 
mission,    and     still     when     I     asked     him     three 
legitimate      questions,      he      didn't      know      the 
answers     to    any     of    them.      As    a     result,     the 
councilor    from    Ward    15    introduced    an    order 
requesting    the    members    of    the    Finance    Com- 
mission   to    come    before    the    members    of    the 
Council   in   executive   meeting.     That   invitation 
was    sent    out    Tuesday    Morning,   and   on    April 
10     there     was     this     letter    from     the     Finance 
Commission     sent     to     the     Chairman     of     the 
Executive     Committee,     the     letter     which     has 
been     read     here    today,     which     is    signed     by 
Charles   M.   Storey,   the  Chairman   of   the  Com- 
mission,   saying    that    the    commission    can    see 
no     good     reason     for     appearing     before     the 
City    Council,   and   going   on   to   say    that    "the 
administration    of    the    work    of    snow    removal 
is    under   the  exclusive   authority    of   the   Mayor 
anil  of  officials  responsible  to  him."      Of  course, 
everybody   understands  that.      But.  after  stating 
that    he   did    not   know,    in   answer   to  the  ques- 
tions   put    to    him    in    committee,    Mr.    Cunniff 
took    a    run-out    powder.     The    reason    why    the 
commission  did  not  come  down   here  is  because 
they    did    not    have    the    facts,    and    therefore 
did    not    have    the    guts     to    come    down    and 
face    the    questions     we     would     have    to     ask 
them.     If     I    am     not    mistaken,    they     simply 
got    together   at    a    small    banquet,    with    plenty 
of     booze,     liquor,     perhaps     furnished     by     the 
contractors   of   the   City   of   Boston. 

Conn  WARD — Mr.  President,  so  far  as  the 
Finance  Commission  is  concerned,  it  is  es- 
tablished by  statutory  law.  Under  that  law 
they  are  responsible  to  the  Governor,  and 
to  the  Governor  alone.  If  1  were  a  member 
of  the  Finance  Commission,  which  I  shall 
not    be,    I   think    I    would    use  a    little  stronger 
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language  in  telling  the  City  Council  that  I  would 
not  come  down  here.  You  cannot  requdre  the 
Finance  Commission  to  come  before  this  Body 
and  you  can't  blame  them  for  not  coining.  I 
have  been  somewhat  familiar  with  the  opera- 
tions of  that  commission  for  some  years.  I 
have  been  listening  continually  to  political 
speeches  in  regard  'to  the  Finance  Commission 
on  every  street  Conner  and  byway  in  Boston. 
Men  have  said  over  and  over  again  that  they 
want  home  rule  for  Boston  and  want  to 
abolish  the  Finance  Commission.  Still,  the 
Finance  Commission  is  with  us,  in  spite  of' 
the  fact  that  during  this  time  when  so  many 
complaints  have  been  made  about  it,  there 
have  been  three  Democratic  Governors  who 
have  gone  to  the  State  House  and  who  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  save  the  taxpayers' 
money  by  abolishing  this  commission,  as  they 
could  easily  have  done.  We  have  now  come 
back  again  to  a  Republican  Governor,  and  the 
Finance  Commission  still  remains  with  us,  in 
spite  of  all  the  talk  on  the  street  corners  and 
elsewhere.  I  have  heard  this  complaint 
about  the  Finance  Commission  for  many  years. 
I  know  what  their  powers  are,  and  whether 
a  Governor  is  Republican  or  Democrat  makes 
no  difference,  the  Finance  Commission  goes  on. 
They  are  responsible  under  the  statute  tx>  the 
Governor,  and  the  Governor  alone,  and  we 
in  this  Council  have  no  right  to  demand 
their  presence  here.  They  are  entirely  within 
their  rights  in  refusing  to  accept  such  an  in- 
vitation  from  this   Body. 

Coun.  CC-FFEY— Mr.  President,  I  again  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement  to 
the  Council.  (No  objection.)  I  agree  with 
the  councilor   from   Ward   211  or  22 

Coun.    WARD— .Ward    211. 

Coun.  COFFEY that  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  former  Governors  there  was  that 
opportunity,  but  it  was  not  taken  advantage 
of.  But  I  say  now  that  for  the  rest  of  my 
political  life  I  will  fight  them  when  they  take 
such  an  attitude  as  they  have  taken  with 
regard  to  this  Body.  I  don't  care  who  they 
are,  or  whether  they  are  responsible  to  the 
Mayor  or  to  the  Governor.  When  they  throw 
a  black  cloak  of  suspicion  over  me,  and  over 
the  members  of  this  Council,  a  commission 
from  whom,  as  a  body  that  is  paid  by  the 
dity  olf  Boston,  we  have  a  right  to  expect 
some  courtesy  and  consideration,  I  will  keep 
after  them  for  the  next  two  years,  until  Storey 
answers   or    wishes    that   he   did   answer. 


ANNUAL    SALARIES    FOR    PERMANENT 
SUBSTITUTE     TEACHERS. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Whereas,  The  Boston  School  Committee  is  to 
consider  today  the  advisability  of  placing 
permanent  substitute  teachers  in  the  Boston 
elementary  schools  on  an  annual  salary  basis 
of   $1,200   per  year ;   and 

Whereas,  The  present  $5.00  per  day  wage 
gives  to  such  teachers  an  annual  amount  that 
is  hardly  more  than  a  relief  wage;  therefore, 
be   it 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Couricil 
favors  the  adoption  of  an  order  by  the  School 
Committee  providing  for  the  payment  of  an 
annual  salary  of  $1,200  to  said  teachers  who' 
have  been  teaching  in  the  Boston  schools  for 
five  years  or  longer. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President, 
you  may  recall  that  I  started  this  discussion 
in  the  Council  about  a  month  ago.  I  am 
anxious  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the 
public  olf  Boston  the  fact  that  these  permanent 
substitute  teachers  are  underpaid  and  that 
they  should  be  placed  on  an  annual  salary 
basis  of  $1,200  a  year,  in  place  of  the  present 
$5.00  a  day  wage  given  them.  The  situation 
is  we'll  set  forth  in  an  editorial  in  today's 
Boston  Post,  an  editorial  which  I  would  like 
to  have  included  in  the  minutes.  These  teach- 
ers, who  are  called  substitute  teachers,  are 
really    permanent    substitute    teachers,    on    the 


$5.00  a  .  day  basis  for  each  school  session 
now  receiving  a  total  of  no  more  than  $900 
a  year.  There  are  about  150  of  them  with 
five  years  or  more  of  service  and  they 
should  receive  am  annual  salary  instead 
of  the  daily  wage,  a  salary  of  $1,200  instead 
of  between  $800  and  $900  as  at  present.  Also, 
on  that  present  basis  they  do  not  receive  the 
three  months'  vacation  in  the  summertime. 
During  all  those  days  they  receive  no  salary. 
These  teachers  are  really  on  a  probational 
basis,  and  have  to  live  and  dress  accordingly, 
and  many  of  them  have  fathers,  mothers, 
brothers  and  sisters  at  home,  to  support.  I 
know  of  several  cases  where,  because  of  the 
small  amount  they  receive,  they  are  obliged 
to  do  overtime  work.  I  do  not  go  along  with 
Joseph  Lee  on  this  matter.  Looking  at  it 
purely  from  a  financial  basis,  there  is  not 
much  money  saved  by  the  School  Committee, 
and  a  gross  injustice  is  being  done  to  these 
teachers.  The  amount  necessary  to  place  them 
on  a  proper  basis,  as  suggested  in  this  order, 
would  total  but  about  three  cents  on  the  tax 
rate,  and  I  believe  the  taxpayers  of  Boston, 
realizing  the  present  injustice,  would  un- 
animously consent  to  having  it  remedied.  The 
School  Committee  meets  tonight,  and  I  trust 
that  a  copy  will  be  forwarded  to  the  com- 
mittee,   if   possible,    in    time   for   its    meeting. 

(The  editorial  in  the  Boston  Post  of  April 
22,  1940,  referred  to  by  Coun.  M.  H.  Sullivan, 
is  as  follows : 

"Now    is    the    Time. 

The  School  Committee  will  act  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Junior  Elementary  Teachers'  Club 
for  a  $l,200-a-year  salary  and  pension,  privi- 
leges some  time  this  week,  possibly  tonight. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  members  of  the 
Committee  will  see  the  plain  justice  of  the 
case  of  these  young   women. 

They  now  receive  $5.00  a  day  for  each  school 
session,  and  a  total  of  no  more  than  $900  a 
year. 

They  are  not  substitute  teachers.  They  all 
have  regular  classes.  Their  positions  are  just 
as  permanent  as  the  other  teachers  in  the 
schools. 

Yet,  for  doing  exactly  the  same  work,  they 
receive  $600  (minimum)  less  than  the  techni- 
cally  permanent   teachers   in    the  same  schools. 

This   is   plainly  a  great  injustice. 

No  one  will  contend  that  there  is  any  fair- 
ness   in    this    great    discrepancy    in    salaries. 

One  objection  recently  raised  is  that  there 
are  certain  small  groups  in  the  various  grades 
who  receive  but  $6.00  a  day,  and  a  very  few 
who    receive   but    $'5.00    a   day. 

Therefore,  the  claim  is  that  the  large"  group 
of  Junior  elementary  teachers  ought  not  to 
receive  a  justified  increase  .in  pay  unless  the 
others   do. 

But  this  is  a  specious  argument.  The  junior 
elementary  teachers  certainly  would  gladly  fa- 
vor  increases  for  all  underpaid  teachers. 

Also   the  public   would1  approve. 

However,  why  should  the  large  group  of 
junior  elementary  learners  be  compelled  to 
wait  indefinitely  because  the  pay  of  small 
groups  cannot  lie  acted  upon  ail  the  present 
time? 

When  injustices  are  flagrant  a  start  should 
be  made  to  end  them.  The  only  case  before 
Hi"  Committee  at  present  i-  Hie  petition  of  the 
junior  elementary  teachers.  Therefore,  the 
granting  of  their  petit  inn  is  the  proper  way 
in   which   to  begin    remedying   unjust  situations. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents, 
who  opposed  the  petition,  did  not  touch  the 
chief  point  in  the  whole  issue  on  which  the 
case    of    these    teachers    rests — inadequate    pay. 

They  did  not  touch  on  it  because  they  could 
not    defend    it. 

Instead,  they  raised  certain  technical  ob- 
jections, none  of  which  touched  the  actual 
tenure  of  these  teachers.  Nothing  the  Board 
said  could  deprive  them  of  their  jobs. 

That  being  so.  what  reason  is  there  left 
for    hot   paying   them   a  decent   salary? 

We  trust  the  School  Committee  will  not 
allow  this  in   justice  to  continue  any  longer.") 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


A    TRIBUTE    TO    MAYOR    TOBIN. 

Conn.      LANG  AN— Mr.      President,      I     ask 
unanimous     consent     to     make     a     statement. 
(No   objection.)      Those    in    political    life   more 
or    less    expect   criticism,    and    it    is    true    that 
few     people,     no     matter    how     deserving    and 
worthy   of  praise  their   efforts   may   be,   escape 
it    in    full    measure — and,    too    often,    carping 
and     unjust     criticism.     On     the     other     hand, 
too  seldom  do  men  in  important  administrative 
office,    men    who    perform    their    duty    as    they 
see   it    ably,    efficiently    and    faithfully,    receive 
as     an     offset     to     the     too     frequently     ready 
criticism,  the  praise  and  commendation  that  is 
their    just    due.     That    is   one  of    the    penalties 
that     goes     with     public    office.     Because     such 
officials    receive    the   salaries   that   go    with    the 
office,    many   people   seem   'to  think,    no   matter 
how    well   the  duties   are   performed,   that   they 
are    at    liberty    to    give    full    play    to    the    most 
caustic      and      ill-deserved      criticism.        When, 
therefore,    a    leading    political   commentator   on 
the   radio   and    in   the   press,    a   man   who    does 
not    live    in    our    community    and    who    is    not 
animated    by    any    local    prejudices,    goes    out 
of   his    way   to   speak   in   terms   of   highest   ad- 
miration  and   praise  of   our  Chief   Magistrate, 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin,  I  think   it   is  a  matter 
of     which     we     may     well     take     public     cog- 
nizance  in   this   Body   as  men    in  a  position   to 
appreciate    and    recognize    the   justice    of    such 
a    tribute.     It     is    something    which     we     may 
well    bring   to    the    attention    of    ithe   people   of 
Boston.     Boake    Carter    last    week    at    an    "off 
the    record"    luncheon,    with    local    newspaper 
men    and   others   pi-esenit,   met   the   Mayor    and 
heard    him    graphically    present    his    problems 
as   chief    executive    with    the    help    of    a    black- 
board.    Mr.  Carter  set  forth  in  an  article  in  the 
Boston    Globe     (which    1     would     like    to    have 
incorporated    in    our    minutes)    the   remarkable 
impression     which     the     experience     made     on 
his     mind    and     his     resulting    admiration     for 
our   Mayor,    a    feeling   all   the   more  significant 
because  of   Mr.    Carter's   contacts   with   leading 
public    men    all    over    the    United    States.     He 
stales    in    the    article,    that    "Maurice   Tobin    is 
'chuing    a    job'     for    Boston.      It    is    a    job    that 
is    a    welcome    sight     for    these    sore    eyes,    for 
I     have    passed    through    hundreds    of    United 
Stales    towns    and    view    with    increasing    dis- 
may   rtlhe    spirit    of    defeatism    in    city    govern- 
ments.    In    two    years'    administration,    Mayor 
Tobin    has   clipped   the   city's   funded    debt,    in- 
stalled      economics,       boosted       confidence       in 
buyers    of    the    city's    bonds    and     debentures, 
extracted    due   city    taxes    from    reluctant    tax- 
payers— all    without    causing    any    public    out- 
cry   or    vested     interest    squeals."     That    is    a 
portion    of    the    article    and    I    ask    unanimous 
consent  of  the  Body  to  incorporate  the  article 
in      its     entirety     into     the     records     of     this 
Body.     The   article   concludes:     "But   the   chief 
point     of     all     is     that    where    there's     a     will 
there's     a    way — even     in     government.     When 
the    will    is    to    be    realistic,    be    decent    and    be 
businesslike — well,    a    few   hundred    other   cities 
in     the    United     States    will     do     no    harm    to 
themselves     if    they    send    delegations    to    City 
Hall,    Boston,    Mass..    to    learn    how    it    can    be 
done   amd    then    return    home   and — do    it." 

The  Chair — The  article  wii.ll  be  incorporated 
in    our    minutes. 

(The  article,  which  appeared  in  the  Boston 
Evening    Globe    of    April    15,    is    as    follows: 

Boake    Carter    Meets    Mayor    Tobin. 

"Boston — Every  now  and  then  one  runs 
into  a  politician  wlho  believes  in  application  of 
business  principles  to  the  management  of 
government. 

When  this  conviction  is  buttressed  by  a  set 
of  fixed  principles,  plus  youthful  determina- 
tion to  'do  a  job'  come  what  may,  a  munic- 
ipality is  likely  to  discover  that  good  govern- 
ment   is    possible. 

Without  any  fanfare  and  without  mer- 
chandising, Boston  is  getting  good  govern- 
ment after  years  of  loose  management.  While 
New  York's  record  under  LaGuardia  has 
been  trumpeted  far  and  wide,  Boston's  prog- 
ress away  from  the  national  menace  of  deficit 


government,  under  the  guidance  of  Mayor 
Maurice  Tobin,  goes  on  6teadily  and  quietly, 
Perhaps  this  may  be  because  of  traditional 
New  England  reticence  about  trumpet  blowing. 
The  Mayor  of  this  town  is  young,  as  Mayors 
may  go  in  age.  He  is  thirty-eight.  Tall, 
athletic  in  appearance  and  good  looking.  Mau- 
rice Tobin  is  'doing  a  job'  for  Boston.  It  is 
a  job  that  is  a  welcome  sight  for  these  sore 
eyes,  for  I  have  passed  through  hundreds  of 
United  States  towns  and  view  with  increasing 
dismay  the  spirit  of  defeatism  in  city  govern- 
ments. 

In  two  years'  administration.  Mayor  Tobin 
has  clipped  the  city's  funded  debt,  installed 
economies,  boosted  confidence  in  buyers  of 
the  city's  bonds  and  debentures,  extracted  due 
city  taxes  from  reluctant  taxpayers — all  without 
causing  any  public  outcry  or  vested  interest 
squeals. 

With  local  newspapermen  gathered  at  an 
'off  the  record'  luncheon,  I  sat  and  listened 
to  Boston's  chief  executive.  The  Mayor  figures 
he's    done    a    good    job    in    two    years. 

But,  like  all  persons  charged  with  responsi- 
bility of  effective  operation  of  a  vast  enter- 
prise, he  had  been  rapped  from  time  to  time 
by  local  editorial  writers.  Why  not  more  econ- 
omy in  this  and  that  department,  they  de- 
manded. 

With  complete  grace  and  uncommon  good 
sense,  this  Mr.  Mayor  deemed  the  smartest 
thing  he  could  do  would  be  to  tell  the  city's 
editors  first,  write  his  story  on  blackboards, 
then  take  his  'hair'  down  and  say,  in  effect, 
'Look,  boys,  here's  my  problem.  This  is 
what  I  inherited.  This  is  what  I've  done. 
Now  shoot  me  your  questions — and  don't 
bother  about  me,   but  give  the  city  a  break.' 

I  think  a  good  many  of  us  learned  more  in 
two  hours  about  the  problems  that  face  the 
Mayor  of  a  large  city  than  we  knew  all  our 
lives!  At  any  rate,  even  though  I've  read 
through  a  heap  of  budgets  in  past  years,  I 
confess     I     learned — plenty  ! 

But  what  impressed  the  most  was  the  method 
this  municipal  Mayor  has  utilized  to  achieve 
his  gains.  It  is  simple.  He  applied  business 
principles    to    the    problems    of    government! 

Large  accounting  firms  loaned  him  their  best 
men.  He  established  a  board  of  business  ad- 
visers. They  surveyed,  analyzed  and  reported 
on  every  phase  of  city  government.  They 
made  recommendations.  These  recommenda- 
trions  were  simply  suggestions  of  a  nature 
that  any  businessman  would  institute  in  his 
own    private    establishment. 

Mayor  Tobin  executed  the  majority  of  those 
proposals.  He  did  it  gently,  but  with  in- 
exorable firmness. 

The  city's  descent  toward  the  bankruptcy 
court  stopped.  Townsmen  began  to  believe 
their  young  Mayor  actually  meant  what  he 
said.  They  looked  for  the  kink  in  his  armor. 
They  found  none.  The  worst  they  have  been 
able  to  say  is  that  he  is  a  'young  man  out  to 
make    a     name    for    himself.' 

But.  thai  is  a  boost,  not  a  knock.  For  the 
name  achieved  would  be  a  name  associated 
with  good,  business-like  government.  That 
is  something  many  people  in  America  hope 
for.  But  they  hope  mostly  in  vain.  They  ask 
for  common  sense  in  government  and  they  are 
given    mostly   handouts   and   deficits. 

A  possible  inducement  may  be  the  fact  that 
in  Boston,  a  Mayor  is  now  permitted  by  pop- 
ular plebiscite  amendment  to  the  charter  to 
succeed  himself.  With  an  inherently  earnest 
and  sincere  man,  this  may  be  true.  But 
sometimes  the  principle  that  a  single  term 
will  lend  courage  to  a  public  official  to  per- 
form a  forthright  job  for  his  fellow  citizens 
does  not  always  follow.  Administrations  of 
single  terms  often  gives  cities  a  government 
which  is  a  local  circus  with  a  national  stench. 
But  the  factor  which  seems  to  distinguish 
the  efforts  of  Tobin  to  give  good  government 
to  his  city  is  primarily  a  set  of  principles. 
Thirty-eight-year-old  Mr.  Tobin  is  still  a  man 
with  a  set  of  principles  No  watch  will 
run    unless    it  has   a   sound   mainspring. 
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Rubbing-  elbows  with  the  charlatans,  dema- 
gogues, sophists  and  just  plain  thieves  to  be 
found  plastered  to  the  public  pay  rolls,  seems 
not  to  have  dimmed  these  principles.  On 
the  contrary,  his  experiences  seem  to  have 
greatly    strengthened    them. 

These,  then,  may  be  the  real  explanation,  of 
his  obvious  sincerity,  earnestness  and  determ- 
ination to   'do   a  job.' 

To  be  sure  it  should  be  said  that  he  might 
have  not  done  as  well  as  he  has  so  far  were  it 
not  for  help  received  from  many  civic-minded 
business  men,  his  own  Councilmem  and  a 
basic    civic    pride   of    Bostonians. 

But  the  chief  point  of  all  is  that  where 
there's  a  will,  there's  a  way — even  in  govern- 
ment. When  the  will  is  to  be  realistic,  be  de- 
cent and  be  businesslike — well,  a  few  hundred 
other  cities  in  the  United  States  will  do  no 
iiarm  to  themselves  if  they  send  delegations 
to  City  Hall,  Boston,  Mass.,  to  learn  how  it 
can  be  done  and  then  return  home  and — 
do  it.") 


PAYMENT  OF  TAXES  BY  NEW  YORK, 
NEW  HAVEN  &  HARTFORD  RAIL- 
ROAD. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
conifer  with  the  Second  District  Court  of 
New  York  and  request  that  Court  to  bring 
contempt  proceedings  against  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  in  the  event 
that  the  Railroad  Comlpany  fails  to  comply 
with  the  order  of  the  Court  to  pay  its  lTOO 
taxes   at   once. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INCREASE  IN  FEDERAL  WORKS  AGENCY 
BUDGET. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Whereas,  A  further  reduction  of  ten  to 
twelve  thousand  workers  from  the  W.  P.  A. 
personnel  in  Massachusetts  is  anticipated  ef- 
fective as  of  May   1,   19-40  ;   and 

Whereas,  This  cut  in  personnel  comes  as  the 
direct  result  of  lack  of  funds  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  program   in  this  state ;  and 

Whereas,  The  dismissal  of  these  workers  will 
definitely  increase  the  welfare  burden  of  every 
city  and  town  in  Massachusetts ;  therefore, 
be   it 


Resolved,  That  each  member  of  the  Massachu- 
setts delegation  in  Congress  be  requested  to 
vote  for  an  increase  in  the  Federal  Works 
Agency  budget  for  the  ensuing  year  when  such 
measure  comes  before  Congress  for  approval. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


IMPROVEMENTS,  M  STREET,  WARD  6. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  the  roadway  and  install 
sidewalks  on  M  street,  from  East  Sixth  street 
to  First  street,  Ward  6,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
Passed   under   suspension   of    the   rule. 


APPEARANCE       OF       GEORGE       ROBERT 
WHITE     FUND     TRUSTEES. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  inform  the  City  Council 
if  it  will  be  possible  for  the  members  of  the 
Council  to  be  invited  to  appear  before  them  at 
their  next  meeting,  at  which  time  probable 
plans  for  the  construction  of  recreational  cen- 
ters  may  be  discussed. 

Passed   under   suspension   of    the   rule. 


THE    NEXT    MEETING. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
the  Council  do   now  adjourn. 

Coun.  WARD — Mr.  President,  on  the  motion 
to  adjourn,  a  week  from  tomorrow  is  Election 
or  Piiimary  Day,  and  there  are  four  or  five 
members  of  the  Council  who  are  on  the  ballot 
for  that  day.  The  councilor  from  the  Back 
Bay,  for  examiple  (Coun.  Chase)  will  probably 
be  very  active  on  that  day,  as  well  as  four 
other  members  of  the  Council.  I  think,  there- 
fore, it  might  be  well  to  adjourn  for  two 
weeks 

Coun.  TAYLOR— 'Mr.  President,  I  think  a 
great  injustice  will  be  done,  if  we  adjourn  for 
two  weeks,  to  the  constables  who  would  lose 
a  week's  pay  by  reason  of  our  so  doing.  I 
should  certainly  hate  to  see  anything  like  that. 

1  tJhink,   therefore,   that   we   should   meet   next 
Monday. 

The  Council  voted  that  when  it  adjourned  it 
should    be    to    meet    on    Monday,    April    29,    at 

2  p.    m. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  COFFEY, 
at  4.51  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  April  29, 
1940,   at  2   p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


1  Monday,    April    29,    1940. 
Regular    meeting    of    the    City    Council,    held 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  at  2,  p.  m.,   President 
GALVIN    presiding.     Absent,    Coun.    Fish. 


AUTHORITY  TO  FURNISH  FREE  WATER. 

The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   April   29,    1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  an  answer 
to  a  recent  order  of  your  Honorable  Body, 
an  opinion  of  the  Acting  Corporation  Counsel 
relative  'to  the  authority  of  the  city  to  furnish 
free  water  to  any  private  user,  whether 
engaged  in  charitable  or  other  undertakings. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City    of   Boston, 
Law  Department,  April  2-5,  1940. 
Hon.   Maurice   J.   Tobin, 

Mayor  of   Bos-ton. 

Dear  Sir, — This  is  in  answer  to  the  order 
of   the   City    Council   which   reads   as    follows : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  advise  the  City  Council  as  to  the  con- 
stitutionality of  excepting  parochial  schools 
from    charges    for    water    consumption." 

It  is  my  opinion  that  such  an  exception 
would  be  in  violation  of  section  2  of  the 
46th  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  Massa- 
chusetts which  provides  in  part  that — 
".  .  .  nta  grant,  appropriation  or  use  of 
public  money  or  property  or  loan  of  public 
credit  shall  be  made  or  authorized  by  the 
commonwealth  or  any  political  division  thereof 
for  the  purpose  of  .  .  .  aiding  . 
any  .  .  .  school,  or  any  college,  infirmary, 
hospital,  institution,  or  educational,  charitable 
or  religious  undertaking  Which  is  not  publicly 
owned  and  under  the  exclusive  control,  order 
and  superintendence  of  public  officers,  or 
public  agents  authorized  by  the  commonwealth 
or    federal    authority    or    both     .     .     ." 

Even  without  this  express  prohibition  I 
am  of  the  opinion  that  the  city  has  no  right 
to  furnish  water  free  to  any  private  water 
users  whether  or  not  such  users  may  be 
engaged  in  charitable  or  other  meritorious 
undertakings. 

These    conclusions    are    in     agreement     with 
several    opinions    rendered    by    the    Law    De- 
partment  on    prior   occasions. 
Respectfully, 

W.  J.  Doyle, 
Acting  Corporation   Counsel. 
Placed  on   file. 


INFORMATION    RE    WELFARE 
RECIPIENTS. 
The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  .the  Mayor,   April   29,    1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Welfare  Secretary  relative  to  your 
order  of  January  29,  1940.  concerning  the 
numbers  of  able-bodied  unemployed  laborers 
and  skilled  tradesmen  receiving  welfare  and 
soldiers'  relief  assistance  to  the  City  Council. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,   Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 
March  27,   1940. 
Mr.    William    T.    Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  City  Council 
order  of  January  29,  1940,  concerning  the 
submitting  of  a  list  of  the  numbers  of  able- 
bodied  unemployed  laborers  and  skilled  trades- 
men receiving  welfare  and  soldiers'  relief 
assistance  to  the  City  Council,  I  submit  the 
following    regarding    welfare   recipients : 

Laborers      1.990 

Skilled    workers 517 

Miscellaneous 1,308 

Total    3,815 

The  miscellaneous  group  consists  principally 
of  factory  workers,  restaurant  workers  and 
clerical    workers. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  G.   O'Hare,   Secretary. 
Placed  on   file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY  THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments, 
viz. : 

Constables  for  term  of  one  year,  beginning 
with  first  day  of  May,  1940,  with  authority 
to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing  of  the  neces- 
sary  bond  : 

Bert  Oppenheim,  9  Egremont  road,  Ward 
31  ;  John  J.  Miller,  45  Nottinghill  road, 
Ward  21  ;  Louis  Budd,  23  Stow  road,  Ward  18; 
William  Galley,  9  Cheverus  road,  Ward  16 ; 
Arthur  M.  Bolt,  211  West  Canton  street,  Ward 
4;  Jacob  Goldberg,  21  Erie  street,  Ward  14; 
Myers  Rosenberg,  576  Blue  Hill  avenue,  Ward 
14 ;  John  A.  Pulsinelli,  71  Woodcliff  street, 
Ward  13  ;  William  H.  Cufflin,  Jr.,  4  Saybrook 
street,  Ward  22 ;  Anthony  J.  Kastick,  490 
Western   avenue.    Word   22. 

Weigher  of  Goods :  Theron  Briggs,  454 
Massachusetts    avenue,    Cambridge,    Mass. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


TRANSFER    OF    UNUSED    SCHOOL    LAND 
FOR  PLAYGROUND. 

The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   April  29,   1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Acting  Corporation  Counsel  relative  to 
a  recent  order  passed  hy  your  Honorable 
Body  concerning  the  proper  procedure  to 
enable  a  parcel  of  unused  school  land  to  be 
transferred  to  the  Park  Department  for  play- 
ground   facilities. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City   of    Boston, 
Daw  Department,  April  29,  1940. 
Hon.    Maurice   J.    Tobin, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 
Dear   Mr.   Mayor, — The  Law  Department  has 
been   requested   by  an  order  of  the   City   Coun- 
cil   to     inform    that    Body    as    to    the    proper 
procedure  to   enable  a   parcel  of  unused  school 
land    to    be    transferred    to    the    Park    Depart- 
ment    for     playground     facilities.     A     similar 
question  was  passed  upon  by  the  Law  Depart- 
ment   dn    1931    in    connection    with    the    estab- 
lishing   of     the     Dunbar     Avenue     Playground. 
It   was    then    decided   that   it  was   necessary   to 
obtain  legislative  authority  to  enable  the  School 
Committee  to  relinquish  for  some  other  munic- 
ipal purpose  property  acquired  for  school  pur- 
poses, and  in  that  particular  case  such  author- 
ity   was   obtained   by   chapter   229    of   the   Acts 
of    1931. 
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In  the  circumstances  set  forth  in  the  City 
Council  order,  I  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the 
former  Corporation  Counsel  that  it  will  be 
necessary  to  obtain  legislative  authority  to 
accomplish    the    desired    purpose. 

Yours    very    truly. 
W.  J.  Doyle, 
Acting    Corporation    Counsel. 

Placed  on   file. 


"SLOW"      SIGNS,      COLUMBUS      AVENUE. 

The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,   April   29.    1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  March  4,  1940,  concerning  the  arranging 
for  the  erection  of  "Slow"  signs  on  Columbus 
avenue,  Ward  9,  between  Camden  street  and 
Burke  street,  at  the  Carter  Playground. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 


City  of   Boston. 
Traffic    Commission,    April   22,    1940. 
Hon.   Maurice  J.   Tobin, 

Mayor    of    Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  receipt  of  Council  order  dated 
March   4,    1940,    which   reads   as   follows : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
arrange  for  the  erection  of  "Slow"  signs  on 
Columlbus  avenue,  Ward  9,  between  Camden 
street  and  Burke  street,  at  the  Carter  Play- 
ground." 

A  survey  of  the  area  between  Ruggles  street 
and  Camdem  street  shows  that  there  have  been 
a  great  many  accidents  in  this  area  in  the 
past  four  years,  many  of  which  could  be 
attributed   to    poor   street   lighting. 

A  plan  is  being  prepared,  and  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  Public  Works  Commissioner  George 
G.  Hyland,  for  the  widening  of  the  roadway 
in  Columlbus  avenue,  from  Ruggles  street  to 
the  street  car  track  that  makes  the  turn  into 
the  old  Lenox  Street  carbarn.  Commissioner 
Hyland  has  tentatively  agreed  to  reconstruct 
this  street  and  build  the  divisional  island  in 
this  street.  After  this  has  been  done  we 
expect  that  a  scheme  of  center  lighting,  lo- 
cated on  the  island,  can  be  established  and 
the  speed  of  vehicles  using  Columbus  avenue 
would    be   materially    reduced. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC     LIGHTS,    WALK    HILL    ROAD- 
AMERICAN   LEGION    HIGHWAY. 
The    following   was    received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,   April   29,   1940. 
To  the   City  Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  March  18,  1940,  concerning  the  installation 
of  traffic  lights  at  the  intersection  of  Walk 
Hill  road  and  American  Legion  Highway. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  April  2,  1940. 
Hon.   Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor   of   Boston. 
Dear     Mr.     Mayor, — I     have     the     honor     to 
acknowledge    receipt    of    Council    order    dated 
March    18,    1940,   which    reads   as   follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to 
inistall  traffic  lights  at  the  intersection  of  Walk 
Hill  road  and  American  Legion  Highway, 
where  six  persons   were  badly   injured  today." 


At  the  present  time  there  are  no  funds  avail- 
able to  this  commission  for  the  installation 
of    traffic    lights. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on   file. 


PAINTING   OF   CROSSWALKS,   WARD   10. 
The   following    was    received : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,   April   29,   1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  March  18,  1940,  concerning  the  painting  of 
crosswalks  at  the  approaches  to  all  churches 
and   schools    in   Ward    10. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  April  2,  1940. 
Hon.    Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor    of    Boston. 
Dear     Mr.     Mayor, — I     have     the     honor     to 
acknowledge    receipt    of    Council    order    which 
reads  as  follows : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
paint  crosswalks  at  the  approaches  to  all 
churches   and  schools   in   Ward    10." 

Our  painting  program  is  just  under  way 
and  it  is  our  intention  to  paint  crosswalks  in 
Ward    10  as  soon   as  possible. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on   file. 


TRAFFIC    SIGNALS,    WARD    13. 
The    following    was    received : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,   April  29,   1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  March  25,  1940,  concerning  the  installation 
of  traffic  signals  at  the  following  locations  in 
Ward    13: 

Savin  Hill  and  Dorchester  avenues.  Blue  Hill 
avenue  and  Quincy  street,  Dorchester  and 
Crescent    avenues. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  April  2,  1940. 
Hon.   Maurice   J.   Tobin, 

Mayor    of    Boston. 
Dear     Mr.     Mayor. — I     have     the     honor     to 
acknowledge    receipt     of    Council    order    dated 
March    25.    1910.    which    reads    as    follows: 

"Ordered.  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  automatic  traffic  signals  at  the  fol- 
lowing  locations   in   Ward   13: 

"Savin  Hill  and  Dorchester  avenues.  Blue 
Hll  avenue  and  Quincy  street,  Dorchester  and 
Crescent    avenues." 

There  are  no  funds  available  to  this  com- 
mission at  the  present  time  for  the  installa- 
tion  of   traffic   signals. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on   file. 


LIST    OF    TAX-EXEMPT    PROPERTIES. 
The    following   was    received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,   April  29,   1940. 
To  the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Assessars  relative 
to  your  order  of  March  25.  1940,  concerning 
the  furnishing  of  a  list  of  tax-exempt  prop- 
erties in  Boston,  excluding  churches. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


APRIL    29,     1940- 
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City  of  Boston, 
Assessing  Department,  March  29,  1940. 
Mr.   William   T.   Doyle, 

Chief   Clerk,   Mayor's    Office. 
Dear  Sir, — This   is  in   reference  to  the  order 
of  the  City  Council  of  March   25,   asking  to  be 
furnished    a    list   of    tax-exempt    properties    in 
Boston,   excluding  churches. 

It  is  perhaps  not  a  matter  of  common 
knowledge  that  a  complete  list  of  tax-exempt 
properties  is  on  file  in.  this  office  and  a  dupli- 
cate in  the  office  orf  the  Tax  Commissioner, 
containing  the  information  requested ;  and  as 
these  lists  are  public  records  and  open  to  in- 
spection at  any  time  by  the  City  Council  or  its 
members,  it  hardly  seems  necessary  or  advis- 
able to  make  an  additional  copy  of  a  large 
volume  containing  over   14,000   items. 

Very     truly     yours, 
Edward  T.  Kelly,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRANSFER   FROM   PARKMAN  FUND 
INCOME. 

The   following   was   received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,   April   29,   1940. 
To  the   City   Council. 

Gentleman, — 1  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners requesting  the  transfer  of  the  sum  . 
of  $70,000  from  the  income  of  the  George  F. 
Parkman  Fund  to  the  Maintenance  and  Im- 
provement of  the  Common  and  Parks  in  Ex- 
istence on  January  12,  1887. 

I  submit  herewith  an  appropriation  order 
and  respectfully  recommend  its  passage  by 
your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  April  17,  1940. 
Hon.   Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor   of   Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — By    vote    of    the    Board    of    Park 
Commissio.ners    you    are    respectfully    asked    to 
request  the   City    Council  to  transfer  from   the 
income   of1  the   George    F.    Parkman    Fund   the 
sum   of   $70,000   which   is   now   available,    to  be 
expended   under   the  direction   of   the   Board   of 
Park    Commissioners    as    follows : 
Common    and    Parks    in    Existence    on 
January   12,   1887,  Maintenance  and 

[Improvement   of. ~ $70,000 

When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  for 
the  year  1940,  a  sum  equal  to  the  total 
yearly  income  of  the  George  F.  Parkman 
Fund  was  deducted  from  Item  A-l.  Per- 
manent Employees,  with  the  understanding  that 
this  deduction  was  to  be  replaced  by  the 
total  yearly  income  of  said  Parkman  Fund 
for  1940,  to  be  transferred  as  it  accrued  from 
time  to  time  during  the  year  to  the  regular 
maintenance  appropriation  of  the  Park  De- 
partment. 

Respectfully   yours, 
William   P.   Long,   Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $70,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated  from  the  income  of 
the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Park  Commlissioners, 
for  the  Maintenance  and  Improvement  of  the 
Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on  January 
12,   1887,  as  follows: 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on 
January  12,  1887,  Maintenance  and 
Improvement   of $70,000 

Referred    to    Executive   Committee. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The    following    petitions    were    received    and 
referred    to   the   committees    named,    viz.: 

Claims. 
Bourne's  Transportation    Company,   for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  truck  by  city  truck. 


Jesse  R.  Croxford,  for  refund  on  expenses 
incurred  in  digging  sewer  at  Robinwood  ave- 
nue,  Jamaica   Plain. 

Anne  J.  Cullliniame,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  834  Huntington  ave- 
nue, caused  by  broken  water  pipes. 

John  A.  Fuilford,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
ment issued  against  him. 

Althea  C.  Kearney,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at 
12    Ambrose   street. 

Joseph  T.   Krebs,   for   refund  on   dog  license. 

Edward  Lewando,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Ruggles   street. 

Michael  J.  Mirfcola,  for  refund  on  pedler's 
license. 

Robert  Moan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Henry  Abra- 
hams  School. 

Edward  N.  Montgomery,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Mario  Nuceforo,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  East 
Boston    Ferry. 

Purity  Sugar  Cone  and  Confectionary  Com- 
pany, for  compensation  for  damage  to  prop- 
erty  by   city   truck. 

Enrmett  T.  Quinn,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  'by  an  alleged  defect  in  Bridge 
street. 

John  S.  Ray,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to   car   by,  city   truck. 

Samuel  C.  Shuman,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  truck  by  city  truck. 

Marie  Sjolander,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  178 
Huntington    avenue. 

Ethelyne  Steele,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Charles  Street 
Station. 

Joseph  H.  Monahan,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
execution    issued   against    him. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of 
age  to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement, 
viz. : 

Jewish  Children's  School,  Sidney  Weinstein, 
Peabody   Playhouse,   May   5. 

Lucille  Perry  Hall,  Repertory  Theatre,  May 
20. 

Jean    Paige,    Brighthelmstone    Hall,    May    27. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 

Amplication    for    driveway    openings,    viz. : 

Francis  J.  Sawyer,  Causeway  and  Beverly 
streets,   Ward   3. 

Grace  Epstein,  Cambridge  street,  Ward  22. 

Department  of  School  Buildings,  at  61  Fay- 
ette street,   Ward    5. 

Committee    on     County     Accounts. 
Petition    of    Thomas    E.    Goggin    for    further 
payment   under   chapter   422,    Acts   of    1936. 


APPROVAL  OF  TAX  TITLE  LOAN  RE- 
NEWAL BY  EMERGENCY  FINANCE 
BOARD. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Emergency 
Finance  Board  of  approval  of  Tax  Title  Loan 
renewal,  so  much  of  the  $1,500,000  originally 
approved  April  14,  1939,  as  is  outstanding 
on  May  11,  1940,  rate  of  interest  on  the  re- 
newal notes  to  be  one  per  cent,  payable  at 
maturity. 

Placed  on   file. 


APPROVAL  OF  CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

The  bonds  of  the  following-named  constables, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  treasurer, 
were    received    and    approved,    viz.: 

William  A.  AmSie.  Henry  Atwood.  Samuel 
C  Baker.  Edward  I.  Berman.  Alfred  Blaustein, 
Albram  Bornstein,  Thomas  F.  Brett,  George 
W.  Brooker,  Thomas  Cannizzaro,  James  A. 
Canton,  Thomas  C.  Carr,  William  K.  Coburn. 
Sydney  Cohen,  John  M.  Crawford,  Charles  M. 
Daley,     Walter     A.     Donlan,     Louis     Franzo.-;a, 
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Lewis  Gilbert,  Samuel  Goldkrand,  Meyer  Gold- 
stein, Salvatore  Grassa,  Joseph  Herman, 
Jacob  Isgur,  Max  Jacobs,  Bronis  Kontrdm, 
MaTk  H.  Krafsur,  Nathan  Kravitsky,  Maurice 
Levine,  William  J.  MeCorkle,  John  T.  Mc- 
Govern,  Bernard  M.  Mullen,  Louis  H.  Oppen- 
heim,  Frederick  Partridge,  Phillip  S.  Phillips, 
George  N.  Pierce,  Louis  Richmond,  William 
T.  Rosengarten ,  Aimer  indo  Sarno,  Samuel 
Shain,  Frank  Shaw,  Isaac  Shulmam,  Joseph 
Simansky,  Frank  J.  Staula,  Joseph  M.  Torr, 
Roman  J.  Vasil,  Harry  A.  Webber,  David 
Weir,  William  D.  Wbiitmore,  John  A.  Wragg, 
Loras    Yacker,    Maurice    Zeeman. 


RETIREMENT   OF   WILLIAM   J.   WALSH. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Boston  Re- 
tirement Board  that  at  meeting  held  on  April 
li5,  1940,  the  retirement  from  active  service 
of  William  J.  Walsh,  employed  as  Assistant 
City  Messenger,  was  approved,  to  become  ef- 
fective   at   close   of   business    April    30,    1940. 

Placed  on   file. 


SALE    AND    USE    OF    AIR    RIFLES,    ETC. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Law  Department  be  re- 
quested, throoigh  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  whether  or  mot  it  is 
within  the  power  of  the  City  Council  to  adopt 
an  ordinance  prohibiting  the  sale  and  use  of 
air  rifles,  sling  shots,  darts  and  other  toys 
which  might  be  deemed  a  menace  to  the  safety 
otf  the  men,  women  and  children  of  Boston 
and  if  so  to  submit  a  draft  of  such  an  ordi- 
nance  for   the  Council's   consideration. 

Coun.  SOAiNNELL — Mr.  President,  I  am 
presenting  this  order  after  reading  an  account 
of  an  accident  in  the  newspaper.  I  have  seen 
the  victim  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  where 
a  young  girl  of  fourteen  •was  shot  through  the 
eye  and  it  is  a  question  whether  her  eye 
will  have  to  be  taken  out  or  not.  I  think  at 
this  time  we  should  pass  this  order,  because 
we  members  of  the  City  Council  are  responsible 
to  the  people  of  Boston,  and  I  think  we  should 
pass  the  order  for  the  safety  of  the  men, 
women  and  children  of  this  city.  I  don't  know 
whether  or  not  we  have  the  power  to  pass 
an  ordinance  of  this  kind.  I  hope  this  order 
will  pass,  and  that  at  a  future  date  we  will 
pass  an  order  so  that  there  will  be  an  or- 
dinance which  will  prohibit  the  use  of  air 
rifles,  darts  and  anything  that  is  detrimental 
to    the    people   of    our    city. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the   rule. 


IMPROVEMENT    OF    WARD    9    PARKS. 

Coain.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
restore  the  Alvah  Kittredge  Park.  Highland 
street,  Ward  9,  to  its  original  condition  as  a 
public  park  by  reseeding  the  grounds,  planting 
trees  and  shrubbery,  and  inclosing  the  grounds 
w*th    an    adequate   fence ;    and    be   it   further 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
place  in  satisfactory  condition  the  Cedar 
Square  Park,  Cedar  street,  Ward  9,  by  reseed- 
ing grounds,  erecting  benches  and  constructing 
a  sidewalk  around  the  grounds ;  and  be  it 
f  u  rther 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
reseed  the  grounds  of  Madison  Park  and  Lin- 
wood  Park  in  Ward  9. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  on 
that  first  order,  relative  to  putting  Kittredge 
Park,  which  is  located  on  Highland  street, 
in  first-class  condition,  this  park  has  been 
an  eyesore  for  the  last  three  or  four  years. 
It  is  known  up  in  that  section  as  the  desert. 
This  spot  was  originally  meant  to  be  a  park. 
The  last  few  years  the  Park  Department  has 
not  been   taking   care   of    it,   and   that   is   the 


reason  I  have  introduced  this  order.  It  is  dry 
dirt,  and  on  a  windy  day  that  dirt  blows  into 
the  houses  there  in  that  particular  section, 
causing  insects  also  to  come  in.  The  people 
there  have  a  problem  on  their  hands  in  keep- 
ing their  homes  clean.  I  hope  that  the  Park 
Department  will  reseed  this  ground,  and  also 
erect  and  plant  new  trees,  and  also  shrubbery, 
and  also  put  in  a  new  fence.  I  hope  the  order 
will   pass. 

The   order   was    passed   under  suspension   of 
the  rule. 


WARRANT  FOR  PAYMENT  OF  ELEVATED 
DEFICIT. 

Coun.  TAYLOR,  FISH  and  KELLY  offered 
the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Boston 
City  Council  the  Governor's  Council  should 
refrain  from  approving  the  warrant  for  pay- 
ment of  the  deficit  to  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway     Company. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
forwarded  to  the  Governor's  Council,  State 
House,    Boston. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  about  two 
weeks  ago  I  submitted  an  order  before  this 
Council  requesting  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
refrain  from  paying  the  city's  share  of  the 
Elevated  deficit  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts so  that  a  bill  in  equity  might  be 
brought  in  the  courts  in  an  attempt  to  compel 
the  City  of  Boston  to  pay  this  deficit  of  the 
Boe  "n  Elevated  Railway  Company,  and  at  that 
lime  we  would  have  the  legality  of  the  Public 
Control  Act  threshed  out  in  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Massachusetts.  But  I  learned  through  the 
medium  of  the  newspapers  that  there  is  still 
another  bar,  or  another  club  that  can  be  used, 
in  so  far  as  that  deficit  is  concerned.  This  is 
thing  that  I  did  not  know  before.  That 
I  i-  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Gov- 
ernor's Council  to  approve  the  warrant  for 
payment  of  this  Elevated  deficit  by  the  Com- 
monwealth to  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
■  any.  I  know  that  the  men  who  serve  in 
the  Governor's  Council — several  of  them  come 
from  districts  that  are  forced  to  pay  this 
Elevated  deficit  annually — are  in  the  fullest 
sympathy  with  the  people  who  live  in  the 
City  of  Boston  and  the  fourteen  surrounding 
towns.  The  matter  is  in  their  power,  particu- 
larly at  this  time,  during  an  investigation  of 
the  Finance  Commission,  which  I  am  sure 
is  going  to  bring  forth  facts  that  are  going 
to  startle  the  people  of  the  City  of  Boston,  in 
so  far  as  the  mismanagement  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  is  concerned.  I  think  that 
all  of  us  should  be  in  hearty  accord  on  this 
resolution. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  in  regard  to 
the  order  just  submitted,  last  Wednesday,  after 
a  protest  from  various  citizens  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, the  Executive  Council  voted  eight 
to  one  to  lay  this  matter  on  the  table  until 
next  Wednesday.  Now,  in  the  Boston  Globe 
of  this  morning,  I  read  an  article  saying  that 
the  Boston  Finance  Commission,  in  regard  to 
its  investigation  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Com- 
pany, at  a  meeting  yesterday  afternoon,  con- 
sidered the  request  of  the  Governor's  Council 
for  information  regarding  the  Boston  Elevated 
deficit,  hut  no  decision  was  then  made  as  to 
what  they  will  say,  and  that  the  Finance 
Commission  adjourned  without  setting  any  date 
to  reassemble.  Now.  Mr.  President,  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  cannot  have  all  the  details  on  the 
Elevated  situation  until  he  gets  that  report 
trim  the  Finance  Commission,  and  the  Finance 
Commission  informs  us  that  this  report  is  not 
even  in  sight.  So  that  I  say.  until  this  report 
is  submitted,  we  members  of  the  City  Council 
ought   to   hold   up    the   pavment   of   this   deficit. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK — Mr.  President.  I  move 
that  we  amend  the  order  by  adding  the  words, 
at  the  end  of  the  order,  "if  payment  legally 
should  not  be  made."  Mr.  President.  I  offer 
that  amendment  because  I  believe  that,  regard- 
less of  the  persons,  whether  we  like  them  or 
not,  no  matter  what  we  feel  about  them,  we 
should  pay  our  legal  debts.  Now.  if  this  is  a 
legal   debt   it   should   be   paid ;    if   it   is   not   a 
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legal  debt  of  course  it  should  not  be  paid. 
I  don't  think  we  should  demand  or  request 
that  payment  be  refused  if  the  payment  is 
legal   arid  proper   under   the   laiw. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  with  re- 
spect to  the  amendment  submitted  by  the 
councilor,  I  am  wholly  opposed  to  it  because 
it  is  not  up  to  us  to  determine  whether  or  not 
the  payment  is  legal  or  illegal,  and  I  submit  that 
df  the  facts  come  out,  as  I  think  they  are  going 
to  come  out,  there  will  be  no  question  in 
anybody's  mind  that  such  a  payment  will  be 
illegal,  because  it  has  been  a  fraud  upon  the 
-  public  for  many  years,  and  in  my  opinion  I 
think   it   should  cease. 

Conn.  KELLY— Mr.  President,  of  course  I 
was  glad  to  see  lost  Wednesday  that  the 
members  of  the  Executive  Council  are  finally 
awake  to  the  idea  that  there  is  quite  an 
agitation  going  on  on  the  part  of  the  citizens 
of  the  Commonwealth  against  this  Elevated 
deficit,  and  there  is  a  question  in  my  mind,  Mr. 
President,  whether  this  deficit  can  be  paid  unless 
it  is  approved  by  the  Governor's  Council.  Of 
course,  we  hear  a  lot  of  stories  that  anybody 
can  look  into  the  books  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company,  but  I  happened  to  ask"  a 
member  of  the  Governor's  .Council,  who  happens 
to  be  a  member  of  my  family,  a  couple  of  years 
ago,  what  right  any  citizen  in  the  Commonwealth 
had  to  study  the  Boston  Elevated  books,  and  he 
informed  me,  Mr.  President,  that  the  Boston 
Elevated  report  that  was  brought  up  to  the . 
members  of  the  Governor's  Council  would  take 
at  least  thirty-six  hours  to  go  over  and  read 
and  understand,  and  that  he  was  given  forty 
minutes  before  he  approved  it  or  dis- 
approved   it. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  Coun. 
Shattuck's  amendment.  The  "amendment  was 
declared  lost.  Coun.  SHATTUCK  doubted  the 
vote,   and   asked   for  the  yeas   and   nays. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

President  GALVIN — The  gentleman  is  out 
of  order.  The  question  is  on  the  amendment, 
and    the    clerk    will    call    the    roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  amendment 
was    lost,   iyeas — Coun.    Shattuck — 1  ;    mays — 20. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  passage  of 
the   order.     The   order    was    passed. 


INFORMATION  RE  ANDREW  WESSELING. 

Coun.    TAYLOR    offered    the    following:. 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
inform  the  City  Council  as  to  whether  Andrew 
Wesseling,  deputy  tax  collector  of  the  City 
Collector's  office,  is  legally  holding  his 
position. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  I  bring 
this  order  before  the  Council  because  of  what 
happened  at  the  meeting  of  the  constables' 
committee.  It  seems  rather  strange,  but  last 
year  there  was  a  constable  by  the  name  of 
Andrew  Wesseling,  who  w-as  also  making 
collections  of  taxes  for  the  city  of  Boston. 
It  would  appear  that  there  had  been  very 
many  complaints  against  this  gentleman,  and 
there  was  some  doubt  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  City  Council  would  confirm  his  appoint- 
ment this  year,  and  the  Collector  of  Taxes, 
Mr.  Thompson,  having  this  in  mind,  made 
him  a  deputy  tax  collector  without  any  pay. 
I  am  informed  that  the  deputy  tax  collectors 
who  are  now  employed  by  the  City  of  Boston 
are  paid  an  annual  salary  and  that  they  have 
civil  service  rating.  This  gentleman  has  no 
civil  service  rating.  He  is  the  fair-haired 
boy  who  is  picked  out  bv  Collector  Thompson 
in  order  to  collect  taxes,  whereas  the  rest  of 
the  Constables  who  are  also  designated  to 
collect  taxes  are  not  given  the  same  fair 
proportion  of  the  taxes  to  be  collected.  Now, 
this  is  a  very  responsible  position.  Any  man 
to  hold  this  job  must  collect  money  from 
people,  giving  them  receipts  and  turning  the 
money  into  the  city's  treasury.  I  regret  to 
say  that  there  have  been  many  of  these 
gentlemen    who    have    not    seen    fit    to    do    so 


in  the  past.  Some  of  them  have  been  6ent 
to  jail,  others  have  been  fired.  So  that  we 
must  be  very  strict,  so  far  as  character  is 
concerned,  as  to  any  individual  who  is 
collecting  taxes  for  the  City  of  Boston,  in 
order  to  protect  the  people  from  whom  he 
collects  and  also  protect  the  treasury  of  the 
City  of  Boston.  Now,  the  question  comes  in 
my  mind,  whether  or  not  Collector  Thompson 
knew  of  this  gentlemen's  preference  over  all 
■the  others.  I  have  had  occasion  to  check  into 
this  man's  record.  His  financial  status  has 
been  such  that  there  is  some  doubt  in  my 
mind  df  he  is  qualified  to  go  out  and  collect 
taxes  for  the  City  of  Boston,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  in  the  past  other  Constables  or  tax 
collectors  have  taken  moneys  and  not  turned 
them  an.  Mr.  Wesseling  several  years  ago 
filed  a  petition  in  bankruptcy,  and  after  he 
received  his  discharge  in  bankruptcy  he 
started  agiain  to  incur  bills  which  he  never 
paid,  and  five  or  six  times  he  has  been  over, 
within  the  last  few  years,  in  the  West  Roxbury 
court  asking  to  take  the  poor  debtor  oath. 
Now,  this  gentleman  who  owes  everybody  else 
money  is  the  man  who  is  going  out  in  an 
attempt  to  get  other  people  to  pay  to  the 
City  of  Boston  taxes  as  far  back  as  1929  and 
19-30.  I  do  not  believe  that  this  gentleman 
has  any  proper  place  in  the  City  Collector's 
office,  and  I  do  not  think  he  is  holding  his 
position  properly.  I  think  it  is  a  civil  service 
position.  1  am  asking  the  Corporation  Counsel 
for    an    opinion    on    that    matter. 

The   order   was   passed   under   the  suspension 
of   the   rule. 


REAR    SEATS,    RINGLING    BROTHERS 

CIRCUS. 

Coum.   TAYLOR  offered   the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  officials  in  control  of  the  Ringiinig  Brothers 
Circus  and  the  Boston  Garden  to  refrain  from 
selling  admission  tickets  to  the  circus  for  seats 
situated    in    the    rear    rows    of    the    balcony. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— (Mr.  President,  I  bring  this 
order  before  the  Council  because  of  constant 
complaints  that  I  have  received  from  people 
who  have  attended  the  circus  in  the  past. 
They  pay  their  good  money  to  go  and  get 
in  the  balcony,  and  as  you  all  know,  who  have 
ever  had  seats  in  the  Boston  Garden,  there 
is  a  main  floor,  then  there  is  a  stadium,  and 
a  balcony,  which  is  covered  up  by  a  gallery. 
Those  people  who  are  sitting  in  the  back  rows 
of  the  balcony  have  their  view  obstructed  by 
the  roof  of  the  gallery.  As-  a  result,  all  the 
aerial  acts  that  are  taking  place  in  the  Garden 
camniot  be  seen  by  many  of -the  men,  women 
and  children  who  come  there  for  the  express 
purpose  of  seeing  them.  I  think  it  is  a  fraud 
upon  the  public  to  allow  the  Garden  to  sell 
tickets  to  anybody  who  will  have  a  seat  but 
be  unable  to  see  the  act.  I  know  that  you 
will  be  interested  in  this  and  will  take  some 
action. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the   rule. 


APPLICATION  FOR  NON-SUPPORT  BY 
WELFARE    APPLICANTS. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Wel- 
fare be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  instruct  their  visitors  not  to  suggest 
to  welfare  applicants,  or  require,  that  they 
apply  for  non-support  warrants  against  their 
husbands  in  order  that  they  may  be  eligible 
to   receive  welfare   aid. 

Coum.  HUTCHINSON— Mr.  President,  I  had 
a  case  in  my  ward  where  a  man  left  home 
to  try  to  secure  work  some  place.  He  has  a 
wife  and  two  children.  The  welfare  investiga- 
tor in  the  district  told  his  wife  that  she  would 
have  to  bring  a  non-support  warrant  or  she 
would  not  receive  aid.  It  seems  to  me  that 
any  welfare  investigator  should  realize  that 
the  family  is  the  foundation  of  our  community, 
and  that  it  is  the  bulwark  of  our  state,  nation 
and    city,    and    when    they   require   a   person    to 
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break  up  that  family  so  that  they  can  receive 
aid  it  seems  to  me  that  is  against  the  purpose 
at  the  Welfare  Department.  I  talked  to  Mr. 
O'Hare,  the  Director,  and  he  agreed  with  me, 
but  it  seems  that  there  are  investigators  in 
the  cdty  who  do  it  without  his  consent,  and 
I  think  that  we  hi  the  Council  should  have 
these  investigators  up  before  the  Committee 
on  Public  Welfare  if  they  continue  to  adivise 
their  recipients  to  make  out  these  non-support 
warrants  and  put  these  men  in  jail.  This 
person  that  I  am  speaking  of  was  given  a 
six  months'  sentence,  and  if  he  ever  takes  a 
civil  service  examination  that  has  to  go  on  to 
his  application.  It  is  the  first  record  he  ever 
had  in  his  life,  and,  of  course,  the  investigator 
in.  the  department  required  the  wife  to  do  it, 
as  otherwise  she  would  not  have  received  any- 
thing  to  feed  her  children. 

The    order    was    referred    to    the    Comimittee 
on    Public   Welfare. 


CONSTRUCTION   OF   HESSTON   TERRACE, 
WARD  13. 

Coun.   HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 

Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 

Mayor,  to  construct  Hesston  terrace,   Ward   13, 

as  a   W.   P.   A.   project. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  WHITBY  TERRACE, 
WARD  13. 

Ooun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  Whitby  terrace, 
Ward  13,  as  a  public  highway,  under  the 
W.    P.    A.   plan   of   construction. 

Passed    under   suspension    of    the   rule. 


FENCE    AT    WILLIAM    AMERENA    PLAY- 
GROUND. 

Co,un.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested 
to  erect  a  wire  fence  around  William  Amerena 
Playground,  in  the  Jeffries  Point  section  of 
East   Bostoin. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


SEA   WALL,   EAST    BOSTON. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  make  a  survey  of  the  area  along 
the  waterfront  section  of  East  Boston  with  a 
view  to  erecting  a  sea  wall,  or  taking  such 
other  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent 
the  flooding  of  adjacent  properties  by  ex- 
ceptionally  high   tides. 

Passed    under   suspension    of    the   rule. 


CULVERT,    BENNINGTON    STREET, 
WARD    1. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  construct  a  culvert  along  Benning- 
ton street,  from  WestJbrook  street  to  Orient 
Heights    Station,   Ward   1. 

Passed    under   suspension    of   the   rule. 


ARC    LIGHT,    WARD    IS. 

Coum.    KELLY   offered   the   following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,    to    install   an    arc    light   at   the   corner 
of    Fox    and    Pei'cival    streets,    Ward    15. 
Passed    under   suspension    of   the   rule. 


KING'S    CHAPEL   AND    OLD   GRANARY 
BURYING  GROUNDS. 

Coun.    KELLY   offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
oppose  the  enactment  of  any  bill  at  the  next 
session  of  the  Legislature  which  will  provide 
for  the  erection  of  buildings  on  King's  Chapel 
and  Old  Granary  Burying  Grounds  and  the 
removal  of  the  remains  of  persons  buried 
therein   to  some  other   location. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  was  amazed 
about  a  couple  of  weeks  ago  to  read  in  a 
printed  page  of  a  Boston  newspaper  that  a 
bill  was  to  be  introduced  by  Representative 
Francis  X.  Coyne  of  Dorchester,  who  happens 
to  come  from  the  same  ward  that  I  do. 
This  bill  which  he  is  going  to  introduce  in  the 
coming  Legislature  is  to  abolish  the  two 
cemeteries  on  Tremont  street,  namely,  the 
King's  Chapel  Burying  Ground  and  the  Old 
Granary  Burying  Ground.  He  contends  that 
these  ought  to  be  turned  into  business  sec- 
tions. I  wonder  if  the  Representative  realizes 
who  is  buried  in  the  King's  Chapel  Burying 
Ground.  The  first  burial  was  in  1630,  and  in 
that  burying  ground  lie  the  remains  of 
Governor  John  Winthrop,  Lady  Andros,  wife 
of  Governor  Andros,  John  Cotton,  Governor 
Shirley,  Davenport,  Oxenbridge,  and  other 
notables.  In  the  Old  Granary  Burying  Ground 
are  the  remains  of  eight  early  Governors,  Bel- 
lingham,  Endicott,  Dummer,  Hancock,  Adams, 
Bowdoin,  Eustis,  Sumner,  as  well  as  Peter 
Faneuil  and  Paul  Revere,  the  parents  of 
Benjamin  Franklin,  the  victims  of  the  Boston 
Massacre,  Robert  Treat  Paine,  John  Phillips, 
first  Mayor  of  Boston,  and  many  others.  Of 
course,  I  realize,  Mr.  President,  a  lot  of 
persons  don't  know  about  what  I  am  going 
to  say,  but  over  40  per  cent  of  all  the  land 
is  zoned  for  business  purposes  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  when  we  need  only  10  per  cent.  I 
say  to  this  gentleman  who  is  seeking  this 
type  of  publicity  that  there  is  a  question  in 
my  mind,  after  three  hundred  years,  what  the 
remains  are,  and  I  wonder,  if  the  gentleman 
had  any  of  his  ancestors  buried  in  those  bury- 
ing grounds,  if  he  would  want  their  remains 
disturbed.  I  ask  to  have  this  order  passed 
under   suspension    of   the  rule. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the   rule. 


CHARLES    STREET    BEACH. 

Coun.    RUSSO    offered    the   following: 

Ordered.  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
make  a  survey  of  the  conditions  at  the  Charles 
Street  Beach,  Ward  3,  and  make  recommenda- 
tions for  the  erection  of  lockers  for  the  use 
of    the   bathers. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  have  in- 
troduced this  order  for  the  simple  reason  that 
for  several  years,  ever  since  the  Charles  Street 
Beach  was  established,  persons  have  gone 
down  on  that  beach  and  the  people  have  been 
forced  to  take  their  clothes  off  and  leave  them 
anywhere  around  the  beach.  There  has  been 
mo  place  where  the  bathers  may  go  to  put 
their  clothes  in  a  safe  place.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  about  time  now  that  some  lockers 
should  be  erected  so  that  the  persons  who  go 
there  for  bathing  may  have  a  proper  place 
where  they  will  be  able  to  put  their  clothes. 
And  I  am  in  hopes  that  the  Park  Department 
will  make  that  beach  more  safe  than  it  has 
been  in  the  past,  because  we  have  had  quite 
a  few  accidents  down  there,  and  I  hope  they 
will  not  occur  again. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the   rule. 


WADING    POOL,     WARD     3. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
formulate  plans  for  the  erection  of  a  wading 
,pool  on  the  grounds  adjacent  to  the  North 
Bennet  Street  Bath  House,  Ward  3. 
Passed    under   suspension    of   the   rule. 


APRIL    29,    1940. 
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INQUIRY  INTO  BEANO  LICENSES. 
Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Finance  Commis- 
sion be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  make  inquiry  into  the  administration 
of  the  licensing  function  and  the  enforcement 
of  the  terms  and  conditions  of  all  Beano  game 
licenses   granted    in    the   City   of    Boston. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  a  few  weeks 
ago  I  introduced  an  order  asking  his  Homor 
the  Mayor  to  request  the  Finance  Commission 
to  investigate  all  Beano  licenses  granted  in 
the  City  of  Boston.  That  order  was  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee,  and  it  was 
ruled  out  of  order  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
the  former  Corporation  Counsel  made  a 
ruling,  upon  a  request  made  by  the  Executive 
Committee  on  that  order,  and  on  April  4  he 
sent  the  following  letter  to  Mr.  Green,  Clerk 
of    Committees,    in    which    he    stated : 

"April  4,  1940. 
Robert    E.    Careen.    Esa..    Clerk   of    Committees, 
Boston   City  Council. 

Dear  Mr.  Green, — You  recently  advised  me 
that  the  following  order  has  been  introduced 
in    the    Boston    City    Council : 

'Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Finance  Commis- 
sion be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  conduct  a  complete  .investigation  of 
all  Beano  games  licensed  in  the  City  of 
Boston.' 

I  understand  that  this  order  was  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee,  and  that  the 
Executive  Committee  now  desires  my  opinion 
'as  to  the  legality  of  the  Finance  Commission 
checking    on    Beano    in    Boston.' 

The  powers  of  the  Finance  Commission  are 
to  be  found  in  section  18  of  chapter  48G  of 
the    Aclts    of    1909,    which    reads    as    follows : 

'It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  finance  com- 
>  mission  from  time  to  time  to  investigate  any 
and  all  matters  relating  to  appropriations, 
loans,  expenditures,  accounts,  and  methods  of 
administration  affecting  the  city  of  Boston 
or  the  county  of  Suffolk,  or  any  deparlbment 
thereof,  that  may  appear  to  the  commission 
to  require  investigation,  and  to  report  thereon 
from  time  to  time  to  the  mayor,  the  city 
council,  the  governor,  or  the  general  court. 
The  commission  shall  make  an  annual  report 
in  January  of  each  year  to  the  general  court.' 

The  conduct  or  promotion  of  the  game 
commonly  called  'Beano'  is  regulated  by  the 
provisions  of  section  22A  of  chapter  271  of 
the  General  Laws  (Ter.  Ed.),  by  which 
'Beano'  games  are  authorized  under  certain 
limitations  and  under  license  by  the  mayor 
or    selectmen . 

The  licensing  of  Beano  is  in  my  opinion 
a  'method  of  administration  affecting  the 
city  of  Boston'  and  as  such  the  investigating 
of  the  administration  of  the  licensing  of 
Beano  games  is  within  the  powers  of  the 
Finance    Commiission. 

Your  order  goes  further,  however,  in  sug- 
gesting that  the  Finance  Commission  'conduct 
a  complete  investigation  of  all  Beano 
games.'  In  my  opinion  the  Finance  Com- 
mission has  authority  to  investigate  Beano 
games  only  so  far  as  incidental  to  the  inquiry 
into  the  administration  of  the  licensing 
function  and  the  enforcement  of  the  terms 
and  conditions  of  licenses  granted.  How  far 
such  an  inquiry  might  lead  into  the  actual 
conduct  of  the  games  themselves  I  am  unaule 
to  express  an  opinion  on  the  limited  facts 
before  me.  It  would  seem  to  be  a  matter 
for  the  Finance  Commission  to  determine  in 
the  course  Of  any  investigation  that  body 
might    undertake. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Henry  Parkman,  Jr., 
Corporation    Counsel." 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  you  will  note  that  I 
have  phrased  this  particular  order  in  the 
identical  language  used  by  the  Corporation 
Counsel  when  he  made  his  ruling  that  the 
Boston     Finance     Commission     has     power     to 


investigate  Beanio  games'  in  Boston,  and  I 
trust,  Mr.  President,  that  this  Honorable 
Body,  in  view  of  the  many  rumors  that  many 
of  these  Beano  games  which  are  licensed  in 
the  city  are  conducted  by  racketeers  and  that 
many  of  these  people  are  not  giving  much  of 
the  proceeds  to  charity,  will  see  fit  to  pass 
my  order  in  order  to  ascertain  and  to  furnish 
the  public  of  Boston  the  information  which 
they  seek.  Now,  Mr.  President,  it  is  not 
necessary  for  me  to  mention  to  the  Council 
that  practically  every  newspaper  in  Boston 
has  written  editorials  requesting  the  informa- 
tion as  to  whether  or  not  the  racketeers  are 
in  back  of  many  of  these  Beano  games.  I 
believe  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  mention 
to  the  Council  that  many  of  them  have  heard 
this  personally  from  their  own  constituents, 
that  many  of  these  Boston  Beano  games  are 
conducted  by  racketeers.  And  I  say,  Mr. 
President,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
General  Laws,  which  regulate  Beano  games, 
provide  that  the  entire  proceeds  from  these 
games  shall  be  given  solely  to  charity,  church 
functions  and  the  like,  that  the  law-enforce- 
ment agencies  and  the  law-making  agencies 
of  Boston  and  of  the  state  should  see  that 
that  law  is- carried  out.  I  trust,  Mr.  President, 
the    Council    will    pass    the    order. 

The    order    was    referred    to    the    Executive 
Committee. 


DUST  NUISANCE,  HUNTINGTON 
AVENUE. 

Coun.    CHASE    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Transit  and  Public  Works 
Commissioners  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  use  every  possible  effort  to 
abate  the  dust  nuisance  on  Huntington  avenue 
between  Exeter  street  and  the  Boston  Opera 
House ;   and   be    it   further 

Ordered,  That  the  Transit  and  Public 
Works  Commissioners  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  arrange  to  have  a  street 
water  sprinkler  working  on  said  thoroughfare 
hourly,    twemty-four    hours    a    dav. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  there  is  a 
condition  '  existing  today  on  Huntington 
-avenue  between  Exeter  street  and  the  Boston 
Opera  House  which  is  very  discouraging  to 
the  residents  and  business  men  of  that  district. 
There  is  a  continuous  dust  cloud  hanging  in 
that  particular  section,  and  street  cars  and 
automobiles  moving  on  the  street  cause  clouds 
of  dust  to  hang  in  the  air.  which  permeates 
into  the  apartment  houses  and  into  the  stores, 
damaging  people's  furniture,  draperies,  and 
the  like,  and  doing  thousands  of  dollars' 
damage  to  the  merchandise  in  the  stores. 
People  are  unable  to  breathe  clean  fresh  air, 
all  because  of  this  nuisance.  A  very  simple 
-remedy  would  be  to  have  a  street  sprinkler 
go  up  and  down  that  street  once  an  hour  for 
twenty-four  hours,  until  that  condition  has 
been  remedied  by  the  construction  of  a  new 
street.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  don't  intend 
to  go  into  it  much  further  on  this  particular 
order,  but  it  is  a  very  live  issue  in  my 
district,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  a  number 
of  the  councilors  commented  today  that  in 
going  through  that  section  in  their  auto- 
mobiles they  could  readily  appreciate  what  u 
terrible  nuisance  it  is.  I  sincerely  hope,  Mr. 
President,  that  the  Council  will  pass  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension 
of    the   rule. 


SALUTE    TO    FLAG    AT    COUNCIL 
OPENINGS. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Whereas,  Patriotism  and  love  and  respect 
for  the  American  Flag  is  always  important 
and  particularly  important  to  the  people  of 
Boston  united  in  the  desire  for  abiding  peace 
for    their    City.    State    and    Nation:    and 
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Whereas,  It  is  the  traditional  privilege  of 
Boston  to  take  leadership  in  all  matters  (per- 
taining to  the  protection  and  perpetuation  of 
our    American    liberty    and  freedom ;   be   it 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  goes  on  record  in  favor  of  opening  all 
future  sessions  of  this  Body  with  a  salute  to 
the   Flag. 

Passed   under  suspension   of   the   rule. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  NON-RESIDENT. 

Coum.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
i'ng: 

Ordered,  That  the  Budget  Commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested 
to  withhold  approval  of  the  appointment  of  a 
non-resident  as  Superintendent  of  the  Index 
Co  mm  isslibmers . 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
understand  that  there  is  now  before  the  Budget 
Commissioner  the  question  of  the  filling  of  a 
job  up  at  the  courthouse,  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Board  of  Index  Commissioners,  the 
official  position  being  that  of  Superintendent. 
I  understand  that  it  is  a  part-time  position, 
paying  $il,800  a  year,  and  that  the  position 
was  formerly  held  by  one  Mr.  Kurth  of  Milton, 
and  that  the  Board  of  Index  Commissioners 
have  decided  to  appoint  that  gentleman's  son, 
likewise  a  resident  of  Milton,  to  that  $1,800  a 
year  position.  Since  the  first  day  I  was  on  this 
'Council  I  have  constantly  criticized  the  ap- 
pointment of  men  froni  outside  the  county 
to  work  in  any  county  jobs.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  persons  who  have  the  authority  to 
appoint  to  city  or  county  positions  should 
have  a  little  consideration  for  the  taxpayers 
of  the  city  or  county.  There  is  no  rhyme, 
reason  or  justice  in  the  appointment  of  non- 
residents to  any  position  in  the  county  service. 
If  the  county  is  not  good  enough  to  live  in, 
it  should  follow  that  it  is  not  good  enough 
to  work  in.  But  it  is  a  strange  thing  how 
anxious  some  of  our  non-residents  are  to  get 
on  the  county  pay  roll.  I  don't  know  just  how 
much  power  the  Budget  Commissioner  has  to 
refuse  to-  approve  this  appointment,  but  I  say 
to  him  and  to  the  appointing  officials  of  the 
county, —  "Go  slow  in  this  kind  of  appoint- 
ments." The  people  of  this  county  are  up 
in  arms  about  this  influx  of  non-residents 
whose  salaries  we  must  pay,  but  who  contribute 
nothing  to  the  upkeep  of  our  local  govern- 
ments. I  don't  think  that  the  people  who  carry 
the  load  on  their  backs  will  tolerate  it  much 
longer.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  a  crying  shame, 
and  this  Body  should  band  together  so  that 
these  positions  will  go  to  our  own  residents 
and  taxpayers.  I  think  that  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner should  be  requested  to  attend  the 
Executive    Committee    meeting    this    afternoon. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


ACCEPTANCE     OF     PRIVATE    WAY, 
COMMONWEALTH   AVENUE. 
Coun.  WARD  offered   the  following : 
Ordered,   That  the   Board  of   Street  Commis- 
sioners   be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Maylor,  to  accept  and   lay  out  the  private  way 
next  to  2008   Coimimonwealth  avenue,  under  the 
W.   P.   A.   plan  of  construction. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


PORTINA  ROAD,  WARD  21. 
Coum.  WARD  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lav  out  Portina  road, 
Ward  21.  as  a  public  highway,  under  the 
W.   P.   A.   plan   of   construction. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


ACCEPTANCE    OF    GROVER    STREET, 
WARD  19. 

Coun.  LYONS,  for  Coun.  Laiigan,  offered 
the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  Grover  street, 
Ward  19,  as  a  public  highway,  under  the 
W.   P.   A.   plan  of  construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALKS,  ENFIELD  STREET,  WARD  19. 

Coun.  LYONS,  for  Coun.  Langan,  offered 
the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  sidewalks  on  Enfield  street, 
Ward  19,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  con- 
struction. 

Passed    under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


FIELD    HOUSE,    DORCHESTER    PARK. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
open  the  field  house  at  Dorchester  Park,  Dor- 
chester avenue,  Ward  17,  daily,  and  also  to 
provide  swings  for  small  children  and  sand 
boxes. 

Passed    under  suspension   of   the   rule. 


SIDEWALK,   BURNEY   STREET,   WARD   10. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered)  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  alone  Burney  street 
(both  sides),  from  Tremont  street  to  Delle 
avenue,  Ward  10,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon  ;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from 
3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to 
be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built 
of  artifnial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  t lie  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the 
Special    Acts   of    1947. 

Passed    under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


AMORY   STREET,   WARD    11. 

Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Ordered',  That  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
H  i- .-'ioners  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  widen  and  construct  Amory 
street,  at  the  northwesterly  corner  of  Green 
street,  Ward  11,  either  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project 
o  r  ot  h  er wise. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


ELECTRIC    LIGHTS,    CHILCOTT    PLACE. 
WARD    11. 

Coun.    ENGLERT    offered    the   following: 

Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 

Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 

Mayor,     to    substitute    electric    lamps    for    the 

present  gas  lamps  on   Chilcott  place.   Ward   11. 

Passed   under  suspension   of   the  rule. 


ADAMS     TERRACE,    WARD     16. 

Coun.  HLTRLEY.  for  Coun.  Fish,  offered  the 
following  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public 
highway,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  form  of  con- 
struction.   Adams    terrace,    Ward    16. 

Passed    under   suspension   of   the  rule. 


APRIL    29,    1940. 
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ASSIGNMENT    OF    STATE    TROOPERS 
FOR    BOSTON    VOTING. 

Conn'.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the 
following: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  the  sense  of  this  Body 
that  the  chairman  of  the  Democratic  State 
Committee  impart  to  this  Body  whatever 
information  he  may  have  in  his  possession 
relative  to  the  necessity  for  state  troopers 
to  be  assigned  to  the  Oity  of  Boston  during 
the  voting  hours  from  8  a.  m.  till  8  p.  m.  on 
Tuesday,    April    30,    1940 ;    and    he    it    further 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  go  oin 
record  in  favor  of  home  rule  for  Boston  and 
against  the  usurpation  of  police  powers  by 
any  resident  of  Hatfield  or  any  other  whistle 
stop. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President, 
my  advice  is  that  the  chairman  of  the  Demo- 
cratic State  Committee  has  asked  for  "Storm 
Troopers"  to  come  into  the  Tenth  Congres- 
sional District,  where  there  is  a  slate  opposing 
his  slate, — a  slate  that  is  100  per  cent  in 
back  of  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt  for  a 
third  term.  This  dictator,  the  chairman  of  the 
Democratic  State  Committee,  whoever  ap- 
pointed hiiim  used  very  poor  judgment ;  he  is 
known  up  in  Hatfield  as  the  "onion  picker" — 
why  should  he  come  here  to  Boston  and  come 
into  the  Tenth  Congressional  District  and  as 
■his  original  slate  select  two  men  from  outside 
the  Tenth  Congressional  District,  who  have 
just  moved  into  the  district  a  few  vears  ago? 
It  was  not  at  all  the  men  elected  to  public 
office,  who  should  have  the  right  to  say  who 
are  going  to  be  the  delegates  to  the  Demo- 
cratic National  Convention.  This  mam  here 
has  itha  audacity  to  insult  the  intelligence  of 
the  people  of  the  Tenth  Congressional  District 
by  asking  the  governor  to  send  state  troopers 
into  the  district  to  control  the  election.  I 
would  like  to  have  Mr.  Burke  give  us  any 
information  that  he  may  have  that  anything 
-will  he  wrong  in  the  election  tomorrow.  Long 
before  Mr.  Buirke  was  started  off,  we  had  many 
bitter  contests  out  in  that  district.  I  had 
three  of  them,  and  I  -never  screeched  to  the 
cops,  and  I  never  intend  to  6creech  to  the 
cops,  liecause  I  will  always  take  my  lickings 
with  a  smile.     I  hope  that  this  order  will  pass. 

Coun.  WARD — Mr.  President,  I  would  hate 
to  even  think  of  bringing  politics  imto  this 
Honorable  Body,  but  when  the  intelligence  of 
the  people  of  Wards  4  and  .5,  which  Councilor 
Chase  and  Councilor  Shattuck  so  ably  repre- 
sent, and  9,  10,  11,  12,  T9,  20  and  21— 
when  (his  individual  who  assumes  in  his  own 
picayune  way  the  same  authority  as  Herr 
Hitler  or  Stalin  in  Europe,  when  he  assumes 
a  dictatorship  of  the  Democratic  Party  and 
asks  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  be  further  com- 
pelled to  pay  for  state  troopers  to  come  in 
here  and  supervise  an  election,  I  feel  that  the 
duly  elected  representatives  of  the  people  in 
the  City  of  Boston  should  go  on  record  and 
inform  the  dictator  that  in  the  Tenth  District 
we  are  capable  of  policing  our  own  district. 
Some  time  ago  the  chairman  of  the  State 
Committee,  in  a  dictatorial  attitude,  chose  a  slate 
of  delegates  to  represent  the  G'6,000  registered 
Democrats  in  that  district  at  the  Chicago 
convention.  Consulting  only  one  gentleman, 
he  chose  a  slate  that  Was  as  unrepresenta'tive  otf 
the  people  as  anything  that  Hitler  could  give 
us  over  here.  There  was  no  interest  in  this 
contest  to  speak  of.  We  know  the  importance 
of  nominating  a  man  for  President,  but  the 
people  do  not  see  fit  to  take  the  interest  in  the 
nomination  of  a  person  that  they  do  in  a 
common,  ordinary  City  Council  fight  or  a 
local  representative  fight.  So  that  in  the  past 
few  days  a  certain  former  high  office  holder 
sent  a  letter  to  the  voters  of  the  Tenth  District 
in  which  he  spoke  of  race,  creed,  color 
prejudice,  discrimination,  and,  of  all  things, 
equality  of  opportunity.  Disregarding  the 
usual  red  herring  that  this  gentleman  custom- 
arily draws  across  the  trail,  it  is  rather 
amusing  that  the  focal  point  of  hiis  letter 
centers  on  equality.  Briefly,  it  was  necessary 
that  the  real  leaders  of  the  Tenth  District 
organize  a  slate  independent  of  the  one  jointly 


chosen  by  this  man  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
State  Committee,  as  that  equialitv  of  oppor- 
tunity was  entirely  forgotten  and  ignored  by 
them.  Equality  means  equal  rights  and  justice 
for  all,  and  no  preferential  treatment  for 
anybody.  Equality  of  opportunity  must,  in 
the  mind  of  this  gentleman,  have  a  strange 
meaning  when  it  is  recalled  that,  in  addition 
to  his  own  candidacy  as  delegate,  he  at- 
tempted to  jam  down  the  throats  of  the 
voters  of  the  Tenth  District  the  candidacy 
of  one  of  his  own  sons,  who  has  never  been 
known  to  do  anything  other  than  assist  in 
his  own  father's  political  contests  for  political 
office.  And  there  stands  "Hiiitler,"  chairman 
of  the  State  Committee.  Now  "Hitler" 
insults  the  intelligence  of  the  people  of  the 
Tenth  District  by  asking  that  storm  troopers 
go  in  tomorrow.  I  would  say  that  he  has  as 
much  justice  in  doing  that  as  the  City 
Council  would  have  in  passing  a  resolve  in 
this  Body  asking  that  the  state  troopers  go 
into  Hatfield  to  insure  honesty  in  the  election 
of    the    State    Chairman. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — I,  too,  Mr.  President,  wish 
to  concur  with  the  two  speakers  with  refer- 
ence to  what  I  call  cheap  publicity.  It  is 
cheap  in  two  senses.  First,  it  is  cheap  because 
he  gave  them  a  copy  and  the  radio  report 
coming  over  the  radio  this  morning  stated  that 
the  chairman  of  the  State  Democratic  Com- 
mittee had  requested  that  the  state  police 
intercede  in  the  contest  in  the  Tenth  Congres- 
sional District.  And,  secondly,  it  is  cheap  in 
the  sense  that  it  reflects  upon  the  integrity  of 
the  people  who  live  in  that  particular  district. 
I,  as  a  resident  of  that  district,  know,  particu- 
larly in  this  type  of  contest  where  there  is  no 
interest  whatsoever  displayed, '  that  there  is 
no  meed  for  any  intervention,  not  only  of 
state  police  but  of-  any  other  police.  Because 
of  the  lack  of  interest  nobody  cares  whether 
or  not  one  set  of  delegates  is  elected  or  the 
other.  But  the  reason  for  it  is  very  plain 
and  evident.  The  reason  for  the  insult  to 
these  people  is  because  they  know  that  Mr. 
Burke's  hand-picked  slate,  about  which  he 
never  consulted  with  anybody  at  all  as  to  who 
should  be  elected  candidates  or  delegates,  and 
when  they  originally  picked  them  out,  as  the 
previous  councilor  stated,  they  came  from 
districts  that  had  been  mo  part  of  Boston  and 
were  just'  residents  for  a  very  short  time. 
-Knowing  in  their  hearts  and  souls  that  these 
delegates  elected  by  them  might  be  defeated, 
they  resorted  to  this  cheap  publicity,  which  is 
a  reflection  upon  the  integrity  of  the  people 
of  that  district.  And  he  has  no  right  to  ask 
for  the  intervention  of  state  police  in  a 
district  which  is  capaible  of  handling  its  own 
situation. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the    rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  LYONS  the  Council 
voted  at.  3.22  p.  m.  to  lake  a  recess,  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members 
reassembled  and  were  called  to  order  at 
4.10    p.    m. 


CONFIRMATION    OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  OALVIN  called  up.  under  un- 
finished  business,   No.   2   on   the  calendar,   viz.: 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  April  22,  1940,  of  constables  con- 
nected with  official  positions,  as  contained 
in    City   Document    45. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation,  and 
the  roll  was  called,  yeas  18,  nays  0,  and 
the    appointments     were    confirmed,     viz.  : 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Coffey,  Englert, 
Galvin,  Goode,  Gottlieb,  Hurley,  Hutchinson, 
Kelly,  Linelian,  Russo.  Scannell.  Shattuck, 
D.  F.  Sullivan.  M.  H.  Sullivan,  Ward,  Wickes 
— 1S. 

Nays — 0. 

President  GALVIN  called  tip  Nos.  1  and  3 
on  the  calendar,  under  unfinished  business, 
viz. : 
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1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  April  15,  1940,  of  Francis  W.  Gil- 
dea  and  Joseph  L.  Shurtlefl:  to  be  constables 
authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing 
bonds. 

3.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  April  2-2,  1940,  of  Frederick  Man- 
chester and  William  L.  Harlow,  to  be  Weighers 
of    Coal    and    Weighers    of    Goods. 

Coun.  CAREY — I  move  on  No.  1  that  the 
name  of  Francis  W.  Gildea  be  held  up.  I 
ask,    therefore,    that   they    be   separated. 

President  GALVIN — If  there  is  no  objection, 
Mr.  Gildea's  appointment  will  be  held  up 
until   the   next   meeting. 

The  question  came  on  the  name  of  Joseph 
L.  Shurtlefl  in  No.  1  and  on  Frederick  Man- 
chester and  William  L.  Harlow  in  No.  3  on 
the  calendar.  Committee,  Coun.  M.  H.  Sul- 
livan and  Coffey.  Yeas  13,  nays  0,  and  the 
appointments    were   confirmed. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee,   submitted    the    following : 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  $70,000  be  appropriated 
from  income  of  Parkman  Fund  to  be  ex- 
pended under  direction  of  Park  Commissioners 
— that    same    ought    to    pass. 

2.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today) 
for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age,  to 
appear   ait    places    of    public    amusement,    viz.: 

Jewish  Children's  School,  Sidney  Weinstein, 
Peabody  Playhouse,  May  5  ;  Lucille  Perry  Hall, 
Repertory  Theatre,  May  20 ;  Jean  Paige, 
Brig'h'thelmstone  Hall,  May  27, — recommending 
that   leave   be   granted   under   usual   conditions. 

Report  accepted ;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

3.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that 
Budget  Commissioner  withhold  approval  of 
appointment  c-f  non-resident  as  Superintend- 
ent qf  Index  Commissioners — that  same  ought 
to   pass. 

Report     accepted ;     said     order     passed. 

4.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that 
Finance  Commission  be  requested  to  make 
inquiry  into  administration  of  licensing  func- 
tion and  enforcement  of  terms  and  conditions 
of  all  Beano  game  licenses — that  same  ought 
not   to   pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came   on    the   passage   of   the  order. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  desire  to 
remind  the  Council  once  more  that,  an  view 
of  the  many  persistent  rumors,  which  many 
members  of  the  Council  have  heard,  about 
racketeers  being  in  control  of  many  of  the 
Boston  Beano  games,  I  believe  that  the  Bos- 
ton Finance  Commission  should  investigate  the 
various  Beano  games  licensed  within  the 
City  of  Boston,  and  I  believe,  Mr.  President, 
that  inasmuch  as  this  Body  has  seen  fit  to 
grant  $20,000  additional  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mission to  investigate  the  Boston  Elevated, 
amd  inasmuch  as  this  Body  has  seen  fit  on 
many  other  occasions  to  request  the  Finance 
Commission  to  investigate  different  things 
which  merited  investigation,  things  which 
were  asked  too  be  investigated,  on  rumors  far 
less  serious  than  this  proposition,  that  the 
Council  should  go  on  record  requesting  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  to  request  the  Finance 
Commission  to  investigate  the  Beano  games. 
I  trust  that  .the  members  will  see  fit  to 
pass    this    order. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order.  The  motion  was  declared  lost,  Coun. 
OHASE  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  The  roll  was  called,  and  the 
motion    was   lost,    yeas    5,    nays    10 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Linehan,  Russo, 
Shattuck— 5. 

Nays — Coun.  Coffey,  Englert,  Galvin.  Goode, 
Hurley,  Kelly,  Lyons,  Scannell,  D.  F.  Sulli- 
van,   Wickes — 10. 


Coun.    GOTTLIEB    in    the    chair. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  LYONS,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  the  following : 

Report  on  petition  for  driveway  opening, 
viz. : 

Petition  of  Boston  Dispensary  (referred 
April  15)  for  opening  at  Harvard  street — 
recommending   that    permit   be   granted. 

Report    accepted ;    said    permit    granted. 


WARD    20    IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.    LYONS   offered   the   following : 

Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 

Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 

Mayor,   to  arrange  for   a  W.   P.  A.  project  for 

the  repair  of  defective  sidewalks    in   Ward   20. 


Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  establishing  a 
playground  on  city-owned  land,  known  as 
Prouty's  Hill,  at  the  corner  of  Centre  and 
Weld   streets,    Ward   20. 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  a  sipotlight  in  front  of  St.  Theresa's 
Church  on  Centre  street.  Ward  20,  for  the 
safety  of  the  traffic  officer. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  arrange  for  a  blanket  W.  P.  A. 
project  for  the  installation  of  sidewalks  in 
Ward    20. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ERECTION   OF   BILLBOARDS. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing : 

Ordered.  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
inform  the  City  Council  what  authority,  if 
any,  the  city  has  to  regulate  control  or  limit 
the  erection  or  location  of  billboards  in  the 
City   of    Boston. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


TRAFFIC  SIGNALS,  WARD   14. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  automatic  traffic  signals  at  the  junction 
of  Woodrow  avenue  and  Blue  Hill  avenue. 
Ward    14. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the  rule. 


BLEACHERS   FOR  WARD  22  PLAY- 
GROUNDS. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing : 

Ordered.  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
make  a  survey  as  to  the  advisability  of  con- 
structing bleachers  on  the  various  playgrounds 
in   Ward   22. 

Passed   under   suspension  of   the  rule. 


BRIDGE   ON   RIVER   STREET. 

Coun.    GOODE   offered   the   following : 
Ordered,   That   his   Honor   the  Mayor  request 
the  authorities   of   the   New   York,   New  Haven 
&    Hartford    Railroad    to   keep    the   bridge   on 
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River  street,  at  Gordon  avenue,  in  suitable 
repair,  as  required  by  law,  and  to  maintain 
it  in  a  condition  which  will  assure  the  safety 
of  motorists  and  pedestrians  using  this  bridge. 
Passed   under   suspension   of   the  rule. 


ENLARGEMENT   OF  WAYFARERS'  LODGE. 

Coun.   GALVIN  offered  the  following  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  the  Public 
Welfare  Department  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider  the  advisability 
of  enlarging  the  facilities  at  the  Wayfarers' 
Lodge  and  to  formulate  plans  which  will  pro- 
vide for  the  care  of  a  larger  number  of  persons 
at  the  Lodge. 

Coun.  GALVIN — Mr.  Chairman,  I  ask  that 
that  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Wel- 
fare. About  a  year  ago  I  introduced  an  order 
somewhat  similar  to  Councilor  Hutchinson's, 
relative  to  the  attitude  or  the  action  of  the 
visitors  from  the  various  wards  in  the  Wel- 
fare Department.  It  seems  to  me  as  though 
every  summer  or  early  spring  there  is  a  cam- 
paign on  in  Boston  to  keep  Boston  clean,  to 
open  up  everything,  and  the  result  is  that 
as  you  go  through  Boston  Common  you  will 
find  the  poor  unfortunates  asleep  on  the 
benches. You  and  I  know  that  any  person 
who  is  a  resident  of  Boston  is  entitled  to 
food  and  shelter,  but  due  to  unfortunate  cir- 
cumstances, which  I  believe  are  caused  mostly 
by  unfair  visitors  in  the  various  districts  in 
the  Welfare  Department,  these  peoiple  are  with- 
out residences.  They  cannot  receive  weekly 
aid  froim  the  Welfare  Department  or  go  into 
the  Wayfarers'  Lodge,  and  I  believe  that 
one  of  the  worst  marks  against  Boston  is  to 
look  upon  Boston  Common  in  the  early  hours 
of  the  morning  and  find  fifteen  or  twenty 
.people  sleeping  on  benches  and  shaving  in  the 
Frog  Pond.  I  believe  the  Welfare  Department 
should  be  brought  up  and  action  taken  on 
these  people  who  have  no  homes.  They  are 
-residents  Of  our  city  desrpite  the  fact  that  they 
are  sleeping  oh  park  benches.  And  I  believe 
that  they  should  go  to  the  Public  Welfare  De- 
partment and  they  should  have  a  showdown 
with  the  visitors  as  to  what  they  should  be 
given .     . 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Welfare. 


THE     NEXT    MEETING. 

Coun.   COFFEY — I  move  that  we  adjourn. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— I  move  that  When 
the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on  Monday, 
May    13. 

Coun,  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  have  an 
order  laid  on  the  taible,  and  I  believe  that  we 
should  get  just  as  soon  as  possible  the  informa- 
tion from  the  City  Censor  pertaining  to  the 
names  and  addresses  of  the  licensees  of  Beano 
games,  the  amounts  of  money  being  given  to 
charities  by  the  operators  of  these  Beano 
gaimes,  and  many  other  questions  to  be  an- 
swered in  that  order.  Now,  I  feel,  Mr. 
President,  that  inasmuch  as  the  Council  saw 
fit  to  lay  that  order  on  the  table  or  to  adjourn 
without  considering  my  order,  we  ought  to  go 
back  into  executive  session  and  pass  on  the 
order  before   we   vote   on    the   adjournment. 

Chairman  GOTTLIEB— The  question  comes 
on  Coun.  Sullivan's  motion  to  adjourn  for  two 
weeks. 

The  motion  was  declared  carried.  Coun. 
CHASE  doulbted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays.  The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion 
lost,   yeas   8,   nays   8 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Englert,  Hutchinson,  Lyons, 
Scannell,  Sbattuck,  M.  H.  Sullivan,  Taylor, 
Ward— 8. 

Nays — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Coffey,  Gottlieb, 
Kelly,    Linehan,    Russo,    D.    F.    Sullivan — 8. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
we  go  back  into  executive  session  for  the 
consideration    of    my    order. 

Chairman  GOTTLIEB— The  councilor  is  out 
of  order.  A  motion  to  adjourn  is  before  the 
house. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  appeal  from 
your   ruling  that  my  motion   is  out  of  order. 

Chairman  GOTTLIEB— The  question  is  on 
Councilor   Coffey's   motion   to   adjourn. 

Coun.  CHASE; — Mr.  President,  I  appeal  from 
the  ruling  that  I  was  out  of  order  and  am  re- 
questing that  we  go  back  into  executive  ses- 
sion. 

Chairman  GOTTLIEB— The  Chair  hears  no 
second.  There  is  a  motion  before  the  Body 
that  we  adjourn. 


Adjourned,  at  4.27  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coum. 
COFFEY,  to  meet  on  Monday,  May  6,  1940,  at 
2    p.    m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 


Proceedings  ot  City  Council. 


Monday,    May    6,    1940. 

Eeg-ular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  p.  m., 
President  GALVIN  in  the  chair.  Absent, 
Coun.    Englert    and    Ward. 

The   members   took   the   oath   to   the  flag. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  under  the  law,  Coun. 
TAYLOR  presiding  at  the  jury  box  in  the 
absence  of  the  Mayor,  as  follows  : 

Eighty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,   to  appear  June  3,   1940 : 

John  A.  Cummings,  Ward  1 ;  James  L. 
Foley,  Ward  1 ;  Frank  Forgione,  Ward  1 
Joseph  A.  Pomeroy,  Ward  1  ;  Peter  M.  Man 
son,  Ward  2  ;  George  J.  Pilicy,  Ward  2 
James  Griffin,  Ward  3 ;  Charles  E.  Roberts 
Ward  3 ;  Jacques  J.  Burguet,  Ward  4 
Lawrence  Leo  Burke,  Ward  4.  William  F 
Chase,  Ward  4 ;  George  M.  Neill,  Ward  4 
Frank  L.  Quinlan,  Ward  4  ;  Arnold  T.  Stewart, 
Ward  4  ;  George  L.  Collins,  Ward  5 ;  William 
H.  Putnam,  Ward  5  ;  Joseph  E.  Turner,  Ward 
5;  William  A.  Whitford,  Ward  5;  Thomas 
F.  Phillips,  Ward  7 ;  John  J.  Duemmling, 
Ward  8 ;  James  F.  Tredtin,  Ward  8 ;  Wil- 
liam T.  Caffrey,  Jr.,  Ward  9 ;  Daniel  J. 
McDonald,  Ward  9 ;  Daniel  J.  O'Brien,  Ward 
*9;  Joseph  L.  Trainor,  Ward  9;  Dennis  A. 
Hannan,  Ward  10 ;  James  J.  McSherry,  Ward 
10 ;  Thomas  L.  Sheehan,  Ward  10 ;  John  I. 
Barr,  Ward  11;  Albert  H.  Hough,  Ward  11; 
Rudolph  J.  Kussmaul,  Ward  11  ;  Charles  J. 
Moloney,  Ward  11 ;  Cyril  V.  Cole,  Ward  12 ; 
Clarence  J.  Davis,  Ward  12 ;  Daniel  Doyle, 
Ward  12  ;  James  T.  Dunn,  Ward  12  ;  Harry 
S.  Gordon,  Ward  12;  Isaac  W.  Star  key,  Ward 
12 ;  Oscar  A.  Benson,  Ward  13 ;  Thomas 
Burns,  Ward  13;  William  F.  Ourley,  Jr.,  Ward 
13;  Jospeh  C.  Fogarty,  Ward  13;  Robert 
Cohen,  Ward  14  ;  Barney  Grossman,  Ward  14  ; 
George  W.  Hoist,  Ward  14  ;  William  R.  Thomp- 
son, Ward  '14 ;  Thomas  W.  Cleary,  Ward  15 ; 
John  F.  Jordan,  Jr.,  Ward  15 ;  Martin  Kane, 
Ward  15 ;  Joseph  J.  McGregor,  Ward  15  ; 
William  W.  Dickey,  Ward  16 ;  Edward  J. 
English,  Ward  16;  George  F.  Kennedy,  Ward 
16 ;  James  A.  Magner,  Ward  16 ;  Joseph  A. 
McGuigan,  Ward  16 ;  William  H.  Ramsden, 
Ward  16  ;  John  T.  McBride,  Ward  17  ;  Martin 
J.  McGagh,  Ward  17 ;  Henry  L.  Ryan,  Ward 
17 ;  Edward  H.  Sullivan,  Ward  17 ;  Charles 
W.  Brown,  Ward  18 ;  Matthew  F.  Carr, 
Ward  IS;  Mark  H.  Lynch,  Jr.,  Ward  18; 
William  J.  Borst,  Ward  19;  Emil  J.  Schneider, 
Ward  19 ;  Frederick  J.  Shaughnessy,  Ward 
19 ;  Joseph  V.  Comerford,  Ward  20 ;  Joseph 
W.  Foster,  Ward  20;  Albert  H.  Geyer,  Ward 
20 ;  George  A.  Leighton,  Ward  20 ;  Silvester 
J.  Farrell,  Ward  2.1 ;  William  L.  Long,  Ward 
21  ;  Gerald  F.  Loughman,  Ward  21  ;  Alphonsus 
J.  Quinn,  Ward  21  ;  Harry  Wagner,  Ward 
21 ;  John  F.  White,  Ward  21 ;  Louis  J.  De- 
Grasse,  Ward  22 ;  Albraham  Jacohson,  Ward 
22 ;  Bernard  J.  McGaffigan,  Ward  22  ;  Harold 
R.    Shea,    Ward    22. 

One  hundred  forty-five  traverse  jurors, 
Superior  Civil  Court,  April  Sitting,  to  appear 
June    3,    1940: 

Pasquale  Buono,  Ward  1 ;  Anthony  F.  De- 
Felice,  Ward  1  ;  Louis  P.  Demontreux,  Ward  1 ; 
Harold  Fisher,  Ward  1  :  James  S.  Geggis,  Ward 
1  ;  John  E.  Kiernan,  Ward  1 ;  J.  Alden  Watson, 
Ward  1 ;  William  H.  Werner,  Ward  1 ;  Arthur 
P.  Clifford,  Ward  2 ;  Patrick  Donaghy,  Ward 
2;  Timothy  J.  Garvin,  Ward  2;  Frederick  P. 
McPartland,  Ward  2  ;  Gregory  G.  Neary,  Ward 


2 ;  Thomas  F.  Toomey,  Ward  2 ;  Herbert  J. 
Ahearn,  Ward  3  ;  John  Bravoco,  Jr.,  Ward  3  ; 
Maurice  Gallivan,  Ward  3  ;  William  Goodman, 
Ward  3 ;  John  J.  Kearney,  Ward  3 ;  Francis 
A.  Lutiher,  Ward  3 ;  Harry  J.  Myers,  Ward 
3 ;  Thomas  G.  Booth,  Ward  4 ;  Charles  J. 
Calhill,  Ward  4 ;  Walter  Ferguson,  Ward  4 ; 
James  F.  McDonnell,  Ward  4 ;  Lawrence  E. 
Morency,  Ward  4 ;  Winfield  C.  Morton,  Ward 
4;  Stephen  B.  Stuart,  Ward  4;  Joseph  Ernest 
Wheeler,  Ward  4 ;  Nelson  W.  Aldrich,  Ward 
5 ;  Oren  L.  Brown,  Ward  5  ;  Charles  S.  Dun- 
ham, Ward  5 ;  Edward  Gilman,  Ward  5 ; 
Vernon  P.  Johnson,  Ward  5 ;  John  J.  Kelly, 
Ward  5 ;  George  McArthur,  Ward  5 ;  Joseph 
F.  McGlue,  Ward  5 ;  Chalmers  Murray,  Ward 
5 ;  Alfred  J.  Williams,  Ward  5 ;  Thomas  A. 
Conley,  Ward  6 ;  Frank  Culkin,  Ward  6 ; 
Patrick  F.  Curtin,  Ward  6  ;  William  F.  Foley, 
Ward  6 ;  John  H.  Griffin,  Ward  6 ;  Matthew 
M.  Milan,  Ward  6 ;  James  P.  Moroney,  Ward 
6 ;  Arthur  J.  Reynolds,  Ward  6 ;  Peter  John 
Shortell,  Ward  6;  Edward  J.  Balfe,  Ward  7; 
Arthur  J.  Carter,  Ward  7  ;  Stanley  Shenk, 
Ward  7  ;  Frederick  J.  Burrill,  Ward  8  ;  Thomas 
Butler,  Ward  8 ;  Edward  Desmonda,  Ward 
8  ;  John  E.  Hirst,  Ward  8  ;  Charles  K.  Hooper, 
Ward  8 ;  Thomas  F.  Doyle,  Ward  9 ;  Michael 
J.  Keenan,  Ward  9 ;  Thomas  F.  Maloney, 
Ward  10;  Patrick  G.  Wallace,  Ward  10;  Neal 
H.  Burgess,  Ward  11;  Leo  J.  Costello,  Ward 
11  ;  John  T.  Earner,  Ward  11 ;  James  J. 
Fleming,  Ward  11  ;  Maurice  Horgan,  Ward  11 ; 
John  H.  Barkley,  Jr.,  Ward  12 ;  Paul  J. 
Fegan,  Ward  12;  Phillip  N.  Helman,  Ward 
12 ;  David  King,  Ward  12 ;  John  L.  Mac- 
Lean,  Ward  12 ;  John  C.  Rooney,  Ward  12 ; 
Benjamin  Summerfield,  Ward  1 12 ;  Henry  S. 
Williams,  Ward  12  ;  Thomas  F.  Callahan,  Jr., 
Ward  13 ;  David  J.  Cole,  Ward  13 ;  Dennis 
M.  Daly,  Ward  13  ;  Morris  R.  Binder,  Ward  14  ; 
Max  D.  Bromberg,  Ward  14 ;  Israel  Brown, 
Ward  14 ;  Samuel  Dreyfus,  Ward  14 ;  Daniel 
M.  Driscofi,  Ward  14 ;  Jacob  Levine,  Ward 
14 ;  Harry  Singer,  Ward  14  ;  Francis  J.  Dun- 
phy,  Ward  15 ;  Michael  J.  Finnegan,  Ward 
15 ;  Stephen  J.  Gillis,  Ward  15 ;  Frank  J. 
Hanrahan,  Ward  15 ;  Henry  C.  Hansen, 
Ward  15 ;  John  J.  Happnie,  Ward  15 ;  Wiil- 
liam J.  Hegarty,  Ward  15 ;  Erich  Meier, 
Ward  15 ;  William  J.  Morrissey,  Ward  15 ; 
William  E.  Murphy,  Ward   15;  John   P.   Nagle, 

-Ward  15 ;  John  R.  Neason,  Ward  15 ;  Nils 
A.  Anderson,  Ward  16 ;  Francis  Joseph  Con- 
nell,  Ward  16 ;  Jeremiah  Connor,  Ward  16  ; 
William  F.  Flanagan,  Ward  16 ;  Thomas  F. 
Gaffney,  Ward  16  ;  John  B.  Greene,  Ward  16  ; 
Joseph  C.  Kodad,  Ward  16 ;  Charles  E. 
Lynch,  Ward  16;  Patrick-  J.  Sullivan,  Ward 
16 ;  James  F.  Doran,  Ward  17 ;  John  W. 
Hanson,  Ward  17;  James  D.  Kiernan,  Ward 
17 ;  Paul  F.  McGilvray,  Ward  17 ;  Arthur 
F.  O'Neill,  Ward  17;  Archibald  M.  Camp- 
bell, Jr.,  Ward  18 ;  Oscar  J.  Greenwood, 
Ward    18 ;    Michael    Healy,    Ward    18 ;    Edward 

.J.  Manley,  Ward  18 ;  John  R.  McKinnon, 
Ward  18 ;  Robert  W.  Peterson,  Ward  18 ; 
James  F.  Smith,  Ward  18 ;  Donald  B.  Wal- 
lace, Ward  18 ;  Edward  A.  Williams,  Ward 
18 ;  Robert  F.  Cowen,  Ward  19 ;  William  J. 
Fallon,  Ward  19 ;  James  W.  Hayes,  Ward 
19  ;  Patrick  J.  Leonard,  Ward  19  ;  Robert  W. 
Malohey,  Ward  19 ;  William  P.  Pfrang,  Ward 
19 ;  John  Tierney,  Ward  19 ;  Carl  Althausen, 
Ward  20  :  Edward  A.  Clancy,  Ward  20  ;  Herb- 
ert J.  Colwell,  Ward  20 ;  Cecil  N.  Fancy, 
Ward  20;  Pryor  C.  Goodwin,  Ward  20;  Bern- 
ard F.  Lynch,  Ward  20  ;  John  A.  Mullen, 
Ward  20;  August  A.  Pacht,  Ward  20;  Conrad 
C.  Peterson,  Ward  20 :  Howard  F.  Senior, 
Ward  20;  Francis  M.  Shay,  Ward  20;  Wil- 
liam A.  Sullivan,  Ward  20  ;  John  A.  Badaraccu. 
Ward  21  ;  Edward  E.  Curley,  Ward  21  ;  Sam- 
uel Coshnear,  Ward  21 ;  Joseph  Silverman, 
Ward  21 ;  William  J.  Wolfe,  Ward  21  ;  Laur- 
ence B.  Ayers,  Ward  22 ;  Ralph  J.  Hickey, 
Ward   22 ;    Leonard   J.   Sullivan,    Ward   22. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Subject  to  con  fir  mat  ion  by  the  Council, 
the  Mayor  submitted  the  following  appoint- 
ments,    viz.  : 
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Constables  for  term  of  one  year  beginning 
with  first  day  of  May,  1940,  with  authority 
to  serve  civil  process  upon  the  filing  ot  tne 
necessary  bond:  Samuel  Creidenberg,  111 
Queensberry  street,  Ward  21;  Charles  JB. 
Broad,  94  Corey  road,  Ward  21;  George  W. 
Pierce,  296  Dudley  street,  Ward  8;  Samuel 
Semiains'ky,   27   Havelock  street,   Ward   14. 

Constable  for  term  of  one  year,  beginning 
with  the  first  day  of  May,  1940,  without 
power  to  serve  civil  process  and  to  serve 
without  bond:  Dennis  P.  Glynn,  10  Linden 
Park   street,   Ward    9. 

Weigher  of  Coal:  Theodore  W.  Combis, 
62A    Willow    avenue,    Somerville,    Mass. 

Weighers  of  Goods:  John  T.  Shanahan, 
92  Berkshire  street,  Cambridge,  Mass.;  John 
Lowney,  8  Washington  square,  Charlestown, 
Mass. ;  Philip  H.  Sheridan,  70  Alder  street, 
Waltbam,   Mass. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


ADDITIONAL    LIGHTS,    COMMONWEALTH 

AVENUE. 

The  following   was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of   the   Mayor,   May   4,    1940. 
To   the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  22,  1940,  concerning  the 
installation  of  additional  lights  on  Common- 
wealth avenue,  in  the  Brighton-Allston  dis- 
trict. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public    Works    Department, 

May    2,    1940. 
Mr.   William  T.   Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return  herewith  order 
in  City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  "  Works  install  additional  lights  on 
Commonwealth  avenue,  in  the  Brighton-Alls- 
ton  district. 

This  will  advise  you  that  upon  investiga- 
tion I  find  that  this  street  is  well  lighted 
and  there  is  no  immediate  need  for  additional 
lights. 

Very   truly   yours, 

George  G.    Hyland. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING    BURMAH    STREET, 
WARD    18. 
The  following   was   received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,   May   4,    1940. 
To   the   City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  15,  1940,  concerning  the 
resurfacing  with  smooth  paving,  under 
W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction,  Burmah  street 
in    Ward    18. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public    Works    Department, 

May  1,   1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return  herewith  order  in 
City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  under 
W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction,  Burmah  street 
in  Ward  IS. 


This  will  advise  you  that  this  street  is 
a  private  way  and  should  be  accepted  by  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  before  this 
department  can  do  any  construction  work 
therein. 

Very    truly    yours, 

George   G.   Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 

RESURFACING     INGLESIDE     STREET, 

WARD    13. 
The   following    was   received: 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,   May   4,    1940. 
To   the   City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  15,  1940,  concerning  the 
resurfacing  of  Ingleside  street,  Ward  13,  and 
install  sidewalks  thereon,  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public    Works    Department, 

May    2,    1910. 
Mr.   William   T.   Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return  herewith  order 
in  City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  resurface  Ingleside  street,  Ward 
13,  and  install  sidewalks  thereon,  as  a 
W.    P.    A.    project. 

This    will    advise    you    that    this    street    will 
be    submitted    for    approval    on    a    W.    P.    A. 
project    for    construction    this    year. 
Very   truly   yours, 

George  G.   Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed    on    file. 


RESURFACING  EASTBURN  STREET, 
WARD  22. 

The   following   was   received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1940. 
To    the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  15,  1940,  concerning  the 
resurfacing  with  smooth  paving  of  Eastburn 
*ireet,  Ward  22,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of 
construction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

May  2,  1940. 
Mr.   William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's    Office. 

Dear    Mr.    Doyle, — I    return    herewith    order 

in     City    Council     that    the    Commissioner  _  of 

Public    Works    resurface    with    smooth    paving 

-.burn  street.  Ward  22,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 

type   of    construction. 

This    will    advise    you    that    this    street    will 
be  submitted  on  a  W.   P.   A.   project  for   ap- 
proval for   construction   this   year. 
Very   truly   yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner   of   Public   Works. 
Placed  on   file. 


CLEANING   OF   WARD    13   STREETS. 
The  following   was   received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  15.  1940,  concerning  the 
cleaning  of  all  streets  in  Ward  13  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


MAY     6,    1940. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

May  2,  1940. 
Mr.   William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief    Clerk,   Mayor's    Office. 
Dear     Sir, — I     have    your    memorandum    of 
April    29,    concerning    order    in    City    Council, 
under  date  of  April   15,   1940,  as  follows  : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  provide  for  the  cleaning  of  all  streets 
in  Ward  13  as  soon  as  possible." 

In  this  connection,  I  find  that  all  streets  in 
Ward  13  have  been  cleaned  at  least  once  since 
April  11,  1940,  and  that,  under  present  con- 
ditions, all  streets  will  be  cleaned  every  ten 
days,  and  main  streets  twice  a  week  in  this 
section. 

Very   truly   yours, 

George    G.    Hyland, 
Commissioner   of    Pulblic    Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


IMPROVEMENTS,   CANTERBURY  STREET, 
WARD   18. 
The  following  was   received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   April  30,   1940. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from' 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  22,  1940,  concerning  the 
resurfacing  of  the  roadway  and  installing  of 
sidewalks  on  Canterbury  street,  from  Mt. 
Calvary  road  to  Cummins  Highway,  in  the 
Mount  Hope  section  of   Ward   18. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

May  2,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return  herewith  order 
in  City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  resurface  the  roadway  and  in- 
stall sidewalks  on  Canterbury  street,  from  Mt. 
Calvary  road  to  Cummins  Highway,  in  the 
Mount   Hope   section   of   Ward   18. 

This  will  advise  you  that  a  lien  order  for 
the  installation  of  cement  sidewalks  in  the 
above  location  has  been  approved  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  roadway  will  be 
constructed  at  the  time  of  the  installation  of 
the  sidewalks. 

Very   truly   yours, 

George   G.   Hyland, 
Commissioner  of   Public   Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


MILTON    AVENUE,    WARD     18. 
The  following  was   received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  15,  1940,  concerning  the 
construction  of  Milton  avenue,  in  the  Ward  18. 
section  of  Boston,  under  W.  P.  A.  construc- 
tion. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Pulblic  Works  Department, 

May  2,  1940. 
Mr.   William   T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle. — I  return  herewith  order 
in  City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  finish  construction  of  Milton 
avenue,  in  the  Ward  18  section  of  Boston, 
under  W.   P.   A.   construction. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  two  unfinished 
sections  of  this  street  and  both  are  private 
ways.     The  matter  of  acceptance  is  one  which 


should  be  taken  up  with  the  Board  of  Street 
Commiss toners,  401  City  Hall  Annex,  Boston, 
as  this  department  can  do  nothing  in  the 
matter  of  construction  until  these  portions 
have   been   accepted. 

Very   truly   yours, 

George    G.    Hyland, 
Commissioner   of    Public    Works. 
Placed  on   file. 


SIDEWALK,   INWOOD    STREET,   WARD    15. 
The  following   was   received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1940. 
To  the   City    Council. 

Gen'tlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  22,  1940,  concerning  the 
ins'tallation  of  a  black  tar  sidewalk  on  Norton 
street,  from  No.  35  to  the  rear  of  No.  23 
Inwood  street,  Ward  15. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

May  2,  1940. 
Mr.   William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle,— i  return  herewith  order 
in  City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Pulblic  Works  install  a  black  tar  sidewalk  on 
Norton  street,  from  No.  35  to  the  rear  of 
No.  23  Inwood  street,  Ward  15.    , 

This   will   advise  you   that  this   work   will  be 
submitted  for  approval  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project 
■  for  construction  this  year. 

Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of   Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


ADDITIONAL    LIGHTING,    WARD    21. 

The  following  was   received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1940. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen,, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  22,  1940,  concerning  the 
lighting  department  putting  in  additional 
Lighting  service  on  Park  Dri've>  Queerisberry 
and  Peterborough  streets,  in  Ward  21. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Pulblic  Works  Department, 

May  2,   1940. 
Mr.   William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return  herewith  order 
in  City  Council  that  the  lighting  department 
put  in  additional  lighting  service  on  Park 
Drive,  Queensberry,  and  Peterborough  streets, 
in   Ward   21. 

This   will  advise  you   that  upon   investigation 
I-   find    that    the    above-named    streets    are,    at 
the    present    time,    well    lighted    and    there    is 
no  immediate  need  for  any  additional  lights. 
Very  truly  yours, 

George   G.   Hyland, 
Commissioner  of   Public   Works. 
Placed  on   file. 


RESURFACING    WARD    15    STREETS. 
The  following  was   received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor.  May  4,   1940. 
To    the   City    Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  at  April  22.  1940,  concerning  the 
resurfacing  of  the  following  streets  in  Ward  15 
as   W.    P.    A.    projects : 
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Maryland  street,  Clarkson  street,  Longfellow 
street,  Fox  street,  from  Adams  to  Percival 
.streets. 

Respeeltifully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public   Works  Department, 

May   2,   1940. 
Mr.    William   T.   Doyle, 

Chief    Clark,    Mayor's    Office. 
Dear    Mr.    Doyle, — I    return    herewith    order 
in     City     Council     that     the     Commissioner    of 
Public    Works    resurface    the    following    streets 
in    Ward   15   as   W.    P.   A.   projects: 

Maryland  street,  Clarkson  street,  Longfellow 
street,  Fox  street,  from  Adams  to  Percival 
streets. 

This   will  advise  you  that  these  s'treets  have 
been    considered    for    reconstruction    this    year 
and     will     be     submitted     for     approval     on     a 
W.    P.   A.   project  for  reconstruction. 
Very    truly   yours, 

George   G.   Hyland, 
Commissioner   of    Public    Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


WITHHOLDING    OF    APPROVAL    OF 

APPOINTMENT. 
The   following   was   received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   May   5,   1940. 
To   the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Budget  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  April  29,  1940,  concerning  the  with- 
holding of  the  approval  of  the  appointment  of 
a  non-resident  as  Superintendent  of  the  Index 
Commissioners. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City   of   Boston, 
Budget  Department,   May   2,   1940. 
William    T.    Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — You  have  forwarded  to  this  office 
for  consideration  and  report  order  of  the  City 
Council,  dated  April  29,  1940,  requesting  that 
the  Budget  Commissioner,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  withhold  approval  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  non-resident  as  Superintendent  of 
the    Index    Commissioners. 

The  following  letter  was  sent  to  the  Index 
Commissioners  on  April  24,  1940 : 
"Index  Commissioners,  Registry  of  Deeds, 
Court  House,  Pemberton  Square,  Boston. 
Attention  Mr.  Edward  W.  Bancroft,  Chairman. 
Gentlemen, — Receipt  is  acknowledged  of  your 
letter  of  April  18,  1940,  concerning  the  pro- 
posed appointment  of  Frederick  W.  Kurth,  15 
Wildwood  road,  Milton,  as  Superintendent  of 
the  Department  of  Index  Commissioners.  In 
view  of  the  recent  agitation  for  residential 
requirements  for  employees  of  the  City  of 
Boston  and  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  that  the  Board  give  fur- 
ther consideration  to  the  selection  of  a  superin- 
tendent, and  if  at  all  possible,  recommend  a 
resident  Of  the  City  of  Boston  and  the  County 
of   Suffolk   for   this   position. 

Very  truly  yours. 

Francis  X.   Lang, 
Budget  Commissioner." 

The  City  Council  may   rest  assured  that  this 
matter   will    receive   my   complete  attention. 
Very   truly  yours, 

Francis  X.   Lang, 
Budget  Commissioner. 
Placed    on    file. 


PLAYGROUND.    WARD    20. 
The   following    was   received : 

City  of  Boston. 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    May    4.    1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to 
your   order   of   April   29,    1940,    concerning   the 


establishing    of    a    playground    on    city-owned 
land,    known    as    Prouty's    Hill,    at    the    corner 
of    Centre    and    Weld    streets,    Ward    20. 
Respectfully. 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,   May  3,   1940. 
Mr.    William    J.    Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of 
May  1,  with  inclcsure.  order  from  the  City 
Council  regarding  the  advisability  of  estab- 
lishing a  playground  on  Prouty's  Hill,  so 
called,  and  I  regret  to  inform  you  this  land 
is  not  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  depart- 
men  t. 

To    the   best   of   my   knowledge   and   belief    it 
is    under   the  control  of   the  Arnold   Arboretum 
authorities,    which    have    a    lease   of    this    area 
for    999    years    and    which    would    prohibit    the 
use   of    the   area    for    playground    purposes. 
Very   truly    yours. 
William    P.    Long,    Chairman. 
Placed  on    file. 


WADING   POOL,   WARD    3. 
The    following    was    received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,   May   4,    1940. 
To   the   City    Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  29,  1940,  concerning  the 
formulating  plans  lor  the  erection  of  a  wad- 
ing pool  on  the  grounds  adjacent  to  the 
North  Bennet  Street  Bath  House,  Ward  3. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park   Department,  May  2,   1940. 
William     T.    Doyle. 

Chief  Clerk.  Mayor's  Office. 
Diar  Sir. — 1  have  your  memorandum  of 
May  1.  with  inclosure.  order  from  the  City 
Council  regarding  the  construction  of  a  wad- 
in:-:  pool  on  the  grounds  adjacent  to  the  North 
Bonnet    Street    Bath    House. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  area  is 
not  large  enough  for  a  swimming  pool.  The 
terrain  of  the  ground  is  not  suitable  and  the 
fact  it  is  adjacent  to  a  schoolhouse,  with 
the  possibility  of  unilermining  same,  I  feel 
would  be  very  inadvisable  to  construct  a 
wading    pool    at   this    point. 

Very    truly    yours, 
William    P.    Long,    Chairman. 
Placed    on    file. 


WILLIAM     AMERENA     PLAYGROUND. 

EAST  BOSTON. 
The   following   was   received: 

City  of  Boston. 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    May    4,    1940. 
To   the   City    Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  29,  1940,  concerning  the 
erection  of  a  wire  fence  around  William 
Amerena  Playground,  in  the  Jeffries  Point 
section    of    East    Boston. 

Respectfully. 
Maurice  J.   Tobix,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park   Department,   May  3,    1940. 
William     T.    Doyle. 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir. — I  have  your  memorandum  of 
May  3,  with  inclosure.  order  from  the  City- 
Council  to  erect  a  wire  fence  around  William 
Amerena  Playground,  in  the  Jeffries  Point 
section. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  department 
has    no   funds   available   for    this    purpose.     A 
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number  of  changes  will  eventually  be  made  in 
this  section  and  when  the  project  is  submitted 
to  the  Federal  Government,  the  fence  will  be 
added  to  the  project,  which  may  be  accepted 
by    the    government. 

Very   truly   yours, 
William    P.    Long,    Chairman. 
Placed   om   file. 


BLEACHERS    ON    WARD    22    PLAY- 
1  GROUNDS. 
The   following   was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    May    4,    1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Chairman  of  the  Park  Department  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  29,  1940,  concerning'  the 
making  of  a  survey  as  to  the  advisability  of 
constructing  bleachers  on  the  various  play- 
grounds   in    Wiard    22. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,   May  3,   1940. 
William    T.    Doyle, 

Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's    Office. 

Dear  Sir, — 1  have  your  memorandum  of 
May  3,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City 
Council  requesting  the  department  to  make 
a  survey  of  the  proposed  bleachers  on  the 
various   playgrounds   in   Ward   22. 

Please  be  informed  that  a  survey  will  be 
conducted    immediately. 

On  one  of  the  playgrounds  in  Ward  22 
there  will  be  objections  from  the  abutters 
as  the  bleachers  would  have  to  be  erected 
adjacent    to    their    property. 

In  the  William  F.  Smith  Playground  on 
Western  avenue  and  the  Rogers  Park  Play- 
ground om  Lake  street,  surveys  will  be  made. 
1  Very   truly    yours, 

William    P.    Long,    Chairman. 

Placed   on   file. 


CHARLES  STREET  BEACH,  WARD  3. 

The   following   was   received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  o£  the  Mayor,   April  30,   1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
'the  Chairman  of  the  Park  Department  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  29,  1940,  concerning  the 
making  of  a  survey  of  the  conditions  at  the 
Charles    Street    Beach,    Ward    3. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,   May   3,    1940. 
William    T.    Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — 1  have  your  memorandum  of 
May  1,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City 
Council  that  the  Park  Department  make  a 
survey  of  the  conditions  on  the  Charles  Street 
Beach,  Ward  3,  and  make  recommendations 
for   the  erection   of   lockers   for   the  bathers. 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  the  beach 
will  be  in  readiness  for  bathing  purposes  on 
or    about    June    15. 

There  are  no  funds  available  for  the  erection' 
of  a  locker  building,   but   I   will   be  pleased   to 
have    a    survey    made    as   to    the    cost    of    con- 
struction   of    a    building    of    this    kind. 
Very   truly   yours, 
William    P.    Long,    Chairman. 
Placed   on   file. 


SIDEWALKS,   CLEVELAND   CIRCLE   PLAY- 
GROUND. 

The  following   was   received  : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    May    4,    1940. 
To  the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith   letter  from 
the    Park    Department     Chairman     relative    to 


your  order  of  April  22,  1940,  concerning  the 
provision  for  sidewalks  around  the  Cleveland 
Circle    Playground. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  April  30,  1940. 
William     T.    Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of 
April  27,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City 
Council  that  the  Park  Department  provide 
sidewalks  around  tfhe  Cleveland  Circle  Play- 
ground. 

Please  be  informed  the  request  will  be 
immediately  investigated  and  every  considera- 
tion   given    to    it. 

Very  trufy  yours, 
William   P.    Long,    Chairman. 
Placed    on    file. 


RESAINDING    CHARLES    STREET    BEACH, 
WARD    3. 
The  following   was   received : 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  16,  1940,  concerning  the 
resanding  of  the  beach  on  Charles  street, 
Ward    3. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,   May   1,   1940. 
William    T.    Doyle, 

Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's    Office. 
Dear     Sir, — I     have    your    memorandum     of 
April   29,   with    inclosure,   order  from   the   City 
Council  concerning  the  resanding  of  the  beach 
on    Charles  street. 

The    contract    for    resanding    the    beach    has 
not    expired,    but    it    will    be   completed    before 
June   IS.     The   necessary  amount  of   sand   will 
have  to  be   in  position   by  that  time. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
_    Placed   on    file. 


REPAIRS,   CAROLINA  AVENUE   PLAY- 
GROUND. 
The  following   was   received : 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,   1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — -I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to 
youir  order  of  April  22,  1940,  concerning  the 
making  of  needed  repairs  to  the  benches  on 
the  playground  at  Carolina  avenue,  Ward  19. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  April  30,  1940. 
William    T.    Doyle, 

Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's    Office. 
.   Dear     Sir, — I     have    your    memorandum     of 
Anril   27,   with    inclosure,   order   from    the   City 
Council  to  repair  benches  on  the  Carolina  Ave- 
nue  Playground. 

Please  be  assured  it  will  be  a  pleasure  to 
comply  with  the  request  Of  the  councilors  at 
the    earliest   possible   moment. 

We  have  about  sixty-five  playgrounds,  the 
Common  and  various  other  places  where  seats 
have  to  be  repaired  after  the  winter.  The  de- 
partment farces  are  getting  at  them  as  fast 
as   they  possibly  can. 

A  W.  P.  A.  project  to  repair  the  seats  in 
the  .  department  was  turned  down  by  the 
Federal  authorities  for  the  reason  it  is  "de- 
partmental maintenance."  and  would  not  be 
recognized  as  a  project. 

Very  truly  yours. 
William  P.  Long.  Chairman. 
Placed   on    file. 
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FIELD  HOUSE,  DORCHESTER  PARK, 
WARD  17. 

The  following  was  received : 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  29,  1940,  concerning  the 
opening  of  the  field  house  at  Dorchester  Park, 
Dorchester  avenue,  Ward  17,  daily,  and  also 
to  provide  swings  for  small  children  and  sand 
boxes. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  2,  1940. 
William    T.    Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of 
May  1,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City 
Council  concerning  the  opening  of  the  field 
house  at  Dorchester  Park,  and  providing 
swings,   etc. 

Please    be    informed    the    field    house    will    be 
opened   daily   and   the  swings   will   be  provided 
at    the   opening    of    the    children's    playground, 
which   is  supervised  by  the  School  Department. 
Sand    boxes    are    prohibited    on    any    of    our 
playgrounds,  due  to  the  danger  of  sand  being 
thrown    into   the  children's   eyes  and   ears,   etc. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed   on   file. 


ADDITIONAL   PLAYGROUND  EQUIPMENT. 

The   following   was   received : 

City  of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1940. 
To    the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  15,  1940.  concerning  the 
installation  of  sand  boxes,  teeter  boards  and 
other  playground  equipment  for  small  children 
on  all  playgrounds  throughout  the  city. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,   May   1,   1940. 
William    T.    Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of 
April  29.  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City 
Council  that  the  Park  Department  install  sand 
boxes,  teeber  hoards  and  other  playground 
equipment  for  small  children  on  all  play- 
grounds  throughout  the  city. 

The  installation  of  swings  and  teeter  boards 
come  under  the  School  Committee  and  are 
established  on  the  children's  playgrounds ;  the 
work  is  done  by  the  Park  Department  em- 
ployees and  paid  for  by  the  School  Department. 
This  -work  is  going  on  now  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  The  sand  boxes  were  discontinued 
many  years  ago  and  it  is  inadvisable  to  in- 
stall same  due  to  the  number  of  injuries  re- 
ceived by  small  children,  the  sand  being  thrown 
in   their  eyes,  ears,   etc. 

Very  truy  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed   on    file. 


IMPROVEMENTS,     CHESTER     PARK, 
WARD    9. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  15,  1940,  concerning  the 
■making  of  the  necessary  improvements  at 
Chester  Park,  said  park  being  located  on 
Massachusetts  avenue,  Ward  9. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  1,   1940. 
William    T.    Doyle, 

Ohief    Clerk,    Mayor's    Office. 
Dear     Sir, — I     have    your     memorandum     of 
April   29,    with    inclosure,   order   from   the   City 
Council    that    the    Park    Department    renovate 
Chester  Park. 

Upon  the  completion  of  the  proposed  street 
widening,  a  project  will  be  prepared  to  comply 
with   the  councilor's  request. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed   on    file. 


MASSACHUSETTS    AVENUE    RESERVA- 
TION. 

The   following   was   received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1940. 
To    the   Oity   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  15,  1940,  concerning  the 
making  the  necessary  improvements,  such  as 
rcsecding,  etc.,  on  the  reservation  on  Massa- 
chusetts avenue,  between  Washington  street 
and  Columbus  avenue,  Ward  9. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May   1,   1940. 
William    T.    Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of 
April  29,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City 
Council  that  the  Park  Department  make  the 
necessary  improvements  on  the  reservation  on 
Massachusetts  avenue,  between  Washington 
street  and  Columbus  avenue. 

Upon   the  completion  of  the  proposed  widen- 
ing,   this   area    will   be   completely    renovated. 
Very  truly  yours. 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed   on    file. 


CHARLES   STREET   PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received : 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1940. 
To    the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  15,  1940,  concerning  the 
resurfacing  the  playground  on  Charles  street 
and  placing  the  grounds  in  first-class  condition 
for  the  use  of  adults  and  children  during 
the    summer    months. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park   Department,   May   1,    1940. 
William    T.    Doyle, 

Ohief  Clerk.  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir,- — I  have  your  memorandum  of 
April  29.  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City 
Council  to  resurface  the  playground  on  Charles 
street  and  place  the  grounds  in  first-class 
condition,  etc. 

Please  be    informed    there   is    no    resurfacing 
required    and    the   area    will   be   put   in    proper 
condition    for   the   use   of    adults   and    children. 
Very  truly  yours. 
William  P.  Long.  Chairman. 
Placed   on    file. 


IMPROVEMENTS.  ROBERTS  PLAY- 
GROUND,    WARD     17. 
The  following  was   received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen. — T  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to 
your   order  of   April  15,    1940,   concerning   the 
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erection  of  a  bubbler  fountain  at  the  back 
steps  of  the  field  house  in  Roberts  Playground, 
Ward  17,  and  also  that  a  sprinkler  system  be 
installed. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,   May   1,    1940. 
William    T.    Doyle, 

Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's    Office. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of 
April  29,  with  inclosare,  order  from  the  City 
Council  tJhat  the  Park  Department  cause  to 
be  erected  a  bubbler  fountain  at  the  back  steps 
of  the  field  house,  Roberts  Playground ;  also 
a  sprinkler  system  be  installed  to  keeip  down 
the  dust. 

The  department  will  be  pleased  to  install  a 
drinking  fountain  but  not  on  the  back  steps  ; 
it  would  be  very  inadvisable  to  construct  a 
drinking  fountain  and  steps  leading  to  the 
field  house  for  the  reason  that  drinking  foun- 
tains at  their  best  cause  a  great  deal  of  moist- 
ure, which  would  naturally  make  the  steps 
dangerous  ;  for  that  reason  it  would  not  be 
an   ideal   position   for  a  drinking  fountain. 

Further  consideration  will  be  given  to  the 
request  of  a  sprinkler  system  and  if  the  city's 
contribution  for  a  project  of  this  kind  would 
not  be  too  large,  appropriate  action  will  be 
taken. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed   on   file. 


PLAYGROUND  REAR  OF  DORCHESTER 
HIGH  SCHOOL. 

The  following  was   received : 

Oity  of  Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,   May    4,    1940. 
vTo    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  15,  1940,  concerning  the 
construction,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project,  of  a 
small  children's  playground  (for  children  of 
twelve  years  and  under)  on  the  now  un- 
occupied field  in  the  rear  of  the  Dorchester 
High  School  for  Girls  and  owned  by  the  School 
Buildings    Department. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  df  Boston, 
Park   Department,   May   1,   1940. 
William    T.   Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of 
April  29,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City 
Council  that  the  Park  Department  construct 
a  small  children's  playground  on  the  un- 
occupied field  in  the  rear  of  the  Dorchester 
High    School. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  this  area  does  not 
come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Park  De- 
partment, and  by  a  decision  of  the  Law  De- 
partment, the  School  Department,  Who  owns 
the  land  (which  was  purchased  for  school 
purposes),  cannot  transfer  same  to  the  Park 
Department  for  playground  purposes  without 
an    act    of    the    Legislature. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William    P.    Long,    Chairman. 
Placed   on   file. 


BLACKSTONE      PARK,      WARD      9. 
The  following   was   received : 

City  of  Boston. 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    May    4,    1040. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  il5,  1940,  concerning  the 
putting  Blackstone  Park,  located  in  the  South 
End  section  of  Ward  9,  in  proper  condition. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,   May   1,   1940. 
William    T.   Doyle, 

Chief     Clerk,     Mayor's     Office. 
Dear     Sir, — I     have     your     memorandum     of 
April     29,     with     inclosure,     order     from     the 
City   Council   that   the   Park   Department  place 
Blackstone    Square    dn    proper    condition. 

Please  be  assured  Blackstone  Square  will 
be  taken  care  of  by  our  regular  force  in  con- 
junction with  all  the  other  squares  in  the 
South  End,  and  we  will  endeavor  to  obtain 
proper  police  protection,  necessary  to  prop- 
erly  supervise  the  area. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William    P.    Long,    Chairman. 
Placed    on    file. 


TRANSFER      WITHIN     PENAL      INSTITU- 
TIONS  DEPARTMENT. 

The  following   was   received : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  6,  1940, 
To   the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  request  for  trans- 
fer within  appropriations  of  the  Penal  In- 
stitutions Department  is  necessary  because  of 
the  pensioning  of  an  employee  of  that  depart- 
ment, not  a  member  of  the  Retirement  System, 
and  pensioned  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
32  of  the  General  Laws.  This  pension  was 
not  approved  until  after  passage  of  the  budget 
by  your  Honorable  Body  and  could  not  have 
been    anticipated. 

I  am  forwarding  herewith  an  order  trans- 
ferring the  sum  of  $1,085.92  from  the  A, 
Personal  Service,  group  of  the  Penal  Institu- 
tions Department,  Office  Expenses,  budget, 
to  the  F,  Special  Items,  group  of  the  Penal 
Institutions  Department,  Steamer  "Michael 
J.  Perkins,"  budget,  and  recommend  its  adop- 
tion  by   your   Honorable   Body. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer : 

From  the  appropriation  for  Penal  Institu- 
tions Department,  Office  Expenses,  A,  Per- 
sonal Service,  $1, 085. 92,  to  the  appropriation 
for  Penal  Institutions  Department,  Steamer 
"Michael  J.  Perkins,"  F,  Special  Items, 
$1,085.92. 

Referred   to    Executive    Committee. 


SALE   OF    HORSES   AND    EQUIPMENT, 

LONG   ISLAND. 
The  following   was  received: 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  6,   1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  an  order 
far  the  sale  of  eight  horses,  six  wagons  and 
various  stable  equipment  now  at  Long  Island. 
I  am  informed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Institutions  Department  that  in  order  to  house 
these  horses  it  will  he  necessary  to  construct 
a  new  barn  on  Long  Island.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  work  now  performed  by  these 
horses  can  be  more  efficiently  performed  by 
automobiles,  I  am  in  agreement  with  the 
Comm:issioner  of  Institutions  that  these  horses 
and   equipment  should  be  disposed  of. 

Consequently.  I  respectfully  request  ap- 
proval of  your  Honorable  Body  of  the  ac- 
companying   order. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Institutions   Department,   April   25,   1940. 
Hon.     Maurice    J.     Tobin, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 
Dear   Mr.   Mayor. — We  have  at   Long   Island 
eight    horses,    six    wagons,    together    with    con- 
siderable    stable     equipment.      If     your     Honor 
is    committed    to   the   disposal    of   these   horses. 
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would  you  please  submit  a  request  to  the  City 
Council  to  be  acted  on  at  next  Monday's 
meeting,  granting  me  authority  to  sell  these 
at   pubic    auction. 

Yours  respectfully, 
Hugh  J.  Campbell,  Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  In- 
stitutions be  authorized  to  sell  ait  public  auc- 
tion eight  horses,  six  wagons  and  various 
stable  equipment  at  the  Long  Island  Hospital, 
for   an   upset  price  of   $2,000. 

Referred   to    Executive   Committee. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The    following    petitions    were    received    and 

referred  to  the  committees   named,   viz. : 

Claims. 
William     Altobello,     for     compensation     for 
damage    tlo    car    Caused    by    an    alleged    defect 
in   Dover    Street    Bridge. 

Frances  Brown,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  shot  fired  by  police  officer. 

R.  S.  Bums,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Ringer  Play- 
ground. 

Eileen  Corcoran,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in.  Hyde 
Park    avenue. 

William  T.  Courtney,  for  compensation  for 
damage   to    oar    by    city    truck. 

Joseph  DeBole,  for  refund  on  ice  cream 
license. 

Dorothy  Donnelly,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Hunting- 
ton   avenue. 

Abraham  Finkel,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  517  Warren  street,  Roxbury, 
caused   by   break   in   water   main. 

Robert  W.  Foster,  for  refund  on  special 
police    permit. 

A.  Gostanian,  for  refund  on  milk  license. 

Hollywood  Barbeque  Company,  to  be  re- 
imbursed for  loss  of  business  by  blocking 
entrance    by    pipes. 

Samuel  W.  Houston,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  517  Warren  street, 
caused   by    break    in    water    main. 

Alfons  G.  Kolaitis,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
judgment    issued    against    him. 

Leas  &  McVitty  Company,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  property  at  215  Essex 
street,    caused   by    defective   water   system. 

Leo  F.  McGowigle,  to  be  reimbursed  for  exe- 
cution   issued    against    him. 

Edmund  F.  McKenna,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
judgment   issued   against  him. 

Maria  Morello,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  110  Chambers  street, 
caused    by    water    shut   off. 

Elizabeth  R.  Murphy,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  'in  Centre 
street. 

Simon  Pearl,  Inc.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  215  Essex  street,  caused 
by  leak   in   water   pipe. 

Mary  M.  Rourke,  for  compensation  for 
damaige  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect 
in   Hastings  street. 

Ruth  H.  Soelle,  to  be  reimbursed  for  dog 
license. 

Pasquale  Stanziani,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  11  Kirkland  street, 
caused   by   broken    water   pipe. 

Jenmie  Stone,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  321  Blue 
Hill    avenue. 

Stuart  Liquor  Company,  Inc.,  for  refund 
on    illuminated    sign    permit. 

Alice  C.  Todd,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Parker 
street. 

Caroline  G.  Brazer,  for  compensation  for 
damages  caused   by   installation   of  water  pipe. 

Frank  Tracy,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to    car    by    police    car. 

Louis  Waldman,  for  refund  on  ice  cream 
license. 


Committee   on    Licenses. 

Petitions    for    driveway    openings : 

Irene  Craig,  549  Huntington  avenue,  Ward 
4. 

Maggio  Ice  Company,  Inc.,  87  Kemble  street, 
Ward    8. 

Milton  Motor  Mart,  Inc.,  at  2260-226fi  Dor- 
chester  avenue,    Ward    17. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years 
of  age  to  appear  at  places  of  public  amuse- 
ment,   viz. : 

Maria   Paporello.   Jordan    Hall,   May   21. 

Lilla  Viles  Wyman,  Repertory  Theatre, 
June    7. 

Ruth  M.  McShane,  Municipal  Building, 
South    Boston,    June    7. 

Mildred    Davenport,    Jordan    Hall,    May    24. 


INDEMNITY    BOND    FOR    WORK    AT    BEL- 
LEVUE    RESERVOIR. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
Metropolitan  District  Commission  inclosing 
bond  of  indemnity  from  Pioneer  Painting 
and  Maintenance  Company,  contractor,  of  New 
York  City,  on  contract  for  painting  steel  tank 
and  miscellaneous  steelwork  at  Bellevue  Reser- 
voir.   West    Roxbury. 

Placed    on    file. 


APPROVAL  OF  CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

The  bonds  of  the  following-named  constables 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treas- 
urer,   were  received   and   approved,   viz. : 

Carl  Birger,  Francis  E.  Brown.  Arthur  E. 
Brynes,  Edgar  F.  Callahan,  Daniel  B.  Carmody, 
Robert  E.  Donlan,  John  F.  Goff,  David  B. 
Kaplan,  Abraham  Landfield,  Frank  A. 
Mitchell,  Nachman  Perlman,  Max  Rabinovitz, 
Jacob  E.  Schrank,  Joseph  L.  Shurtleff,  Henry 
J.  D.  Small,  Walter  J.  Stewart,  Jerome 
Suvalle,  Benjamin  J.  Tackeff,  David  Tobey, 
Joseph  Todisco,  Frank  F.  Wennerstrand,  Sid- 
ney   Williams. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY    THE    MAYOR. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  following  ap- 
pointments by   the  Mayor,  viz. : 

Frank  W.  Buxton,  20  Sutherland  road, 
Brighton,  member  of  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Library  Department,  for  term  ending  April 
30,    1945. 

Cornelius  J.  Murphy,  281  Beech  6treet, 
Roslindale,  to  be  member  of  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Statistics  Department,  for  term  ending 
April    30,    1945. 

Philip  J.  Feinberg,  29  Cummings  road,  Bos- 
ton, to  be  member  of  Board  of  Overseers  of 
Public  Welfare,  for  term  ending  April  30,  1943. 

William  J.  Finn,  311  Fairmount  avenue, 
Readville,  to  be  member  of  Board  of  Overseers 
of  Public  Welfare,  for  term  ending  April  30, 
1943. 

Mary  Louise  R.  Harwood,  49  Beacon  street, 
to  be  member  ol  Board  of  Overseers  of 
Public  Welfare,  for  term  ending  April  30,  1943. 

Margaret  Gookin,  356  Seaver  street.  Dor- 
chester, to  be  member  of  Board  of  Overseers  of 
Public  Welfare,  for  term  ending  April  30,  1943. 

Thomas  F.  Sullivan,  1736  Columbia  road, 
South  Boston,  to  he  Commissioner  of  Transit 
Department,   for   term    ending   April   30,    1943. 

John  P.  O'Hearn.  287  Ashmont  street,  Dor- 
chester, as  Principal  Assessor,  for  term  end- 
ing  March   31,    1945. 

George  H.  Edgell,  465  Huntington  avenue. 
Boston,  to  be  member  of  Art  Commission,  for 
term  ending  April  30,  1945,  being  named  by 
Boston    Society  of   Architects. 

Carl  Dreyfus,  312  Dartmouth  street,  to  be 
member  of  Board  of  Trustees  of  City  Hos- 
pital,  for  term   ending  April  30,   1945. 

William  P.  Long,  44  Tower  street.  Forest 
Hills,  to  be  member  of  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners, for  term   ending  April   30,   1943. 


MAY    6,    1940. 


191 


William  P.  Hkkey,  931  East  Fourth  street, 
South  Boston,  to  be  Commissioner  of  Traffic 
Department,    for    term    ending   April    30,    1944. 

Joseph  P.  Donahoe,  1628  Dorchester  avenue, 
Dorchester,  to  be  Commissioner  of  Penal  In- 
stitutions Department,  for  term  ending  April 
30,    1944. 

Severally   placed   on    file. 


HYDE    PARK    RAILROAD    SERVICE. 

Coun.    GOODE    offered    the    following: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Council  of  the  City  olf  Boston  that  the  pro- 
posed curtailment  of  service  to  the  Hyde  Park 
district  by  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Rairoad  Company,  not  only  is  in 
violation  of  the  absolute  present  and  future 
needs  of  that  district,  but  evidence  that  the 
railroad  is  attempting  to  cut  costs  of  opera- 
tion at  the  expense  of  citizens  of  Boston ;  and 
be   it   further 

Resolved,  That  the  Public  Utilities  Commis- 
sion hold  public  hearings  on  said  proposed 
curtailment  of  service,  so  that  all  interested 
parties  may  have  an  opportunity  to  be  heard 
in  objection  to  this  arbitrary  defiance  of  the 
needs    of    the    citizens    of    Hyde    Park. 

Coun.  GOODE — Mr.  President,  despite  the 
fact  that  the  Utilities  Board  have  failed  to 
notify  members  of  the  Legislature  from  Hyde 
Park  as  required  by  law,  before  approval  of 
a  new  schedule  in  train  service,  the  New 
Haven  Railroad  will  today  attempt  to  curtail 
railroad  service  to  Hyde  Park  and  Dedhaim. 
This  is  another  example  of  how  the  Utilities 
Board  are  doing  more  for  the  large  corpora- 
tions than  they  are  for  the  people  whom  they 
are  supposed'  to  represent.  It  certainly  is 
time  that  the  Board  discontinued  making  a 
vocational  lethargy  of  their  jobs.  Hyde  Park 
is  a  fast  developing  section  of  Boston.  Plans 
'have  been  completed  to  build  1,000  new  homes 
in  this  section.  Instead  of  having  service 
terminated  in  this  section  an  effort  should  be 
made  to  have  hourly  service  in  this  section. 
Four  trains  will  be  dropped  under  the  new 
schedule.  Train  service  that  has  been  a  tradi- 
tional part  of  Hyde  Park  itself.  Thousands 
will  be  inconvenienced  if  this  new  schedule 
goes  into  effect.  The  members  of  the  City 
Council  undoubtedly  know  that  the  future 
of  the  City  of  Boston  lies  in  the  suburbs  and 
the  maintaining  of  adequate  service  and  trans- 
portation to  and  from  these  parts  of  greater 
Boston.  Senator  Burke  has  filed  a  bill  in 
equity  in  Suffolk  Superior  Court  in  an  at- 
tempt to  restrain  the  New  Haven  Road  from 
revising  this  train  service.  I  sincerely  request 
that  the  City  Council  adopt  this  resolution 
and  cooperate  with  the  thousands  of  persons 
already  up    in  arms  and  against  this  move. 

Ordered,  That  President  Galvin  appoint  a 
City  Council  committee  to  cooperate  in  de- 
mand for  increased  service  by  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  to  the  res- 
idents  of   Hyde   Park. 

Ordered,  That  Thomas  Dorgan,  Legislative 
Agent  for  the  City  of  Boston,  cooperate  with 
Hyde  Park  residents  in  their  demand  for  in- 
creased train  transportation. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
favors  a  trial  period  of  one  month  during 
which  residents  of  Hyde  Park  will  receive 
hourly  service  to  and  from  Boston  over  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad 
lines  ;   and   be   it   further, 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
forwarded  immediately  to  the  Public  Utilities 
Commission. 

Coun.  GOODE.  GALVIN,  SULLIVAN, 
KELLY,  FISH  AND  COFFEY  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered.  That  the  Corporation  Counsel, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to 
assign  a  representative  of  the  City  Law 
Department  to  appear  at  the  hearing  to  be 
held     later     this     week    by     the     Massachusetts 


Department  of  Public  Utilities  and  support 
Hyde  Park  residents  in  their  demand  for  in- 
creased train  service  by  the  New  York,  New 
Haven   &  Hartford  Railroad. 

The  foregoing  orders  and  resolutions  were 
severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules. 


YOUTH  CENTER,  SOUTH  BOSTON. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  SCANNELL  offered 
the    following : 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider  the  ad- 
visability of  constructing  a  Youth  Center  in 
the  South  Boston  district,  the  expense  of 
same  to  be  met  from  the  income  of  the 
George   Robert  White   Fund. 

Coun,  LINEHAN— Mir.  President,  I  thought 
last  week,  in  the  matter  of  recreational 
facilities  for  South  Boston,  that  we  might 
have  arrived  at  a  rather  uncertain  stage,  but 
since  then  I  have  been  inquisitive  enough  to 
follow  along  with  the  suggestion  of  the 
writer  in  a  local  paper  and  look  into  a  de- 
cision by  a  judge  of  the  Probate  Court  dn 
1937.  At  the  outset  I  would  like  to  tell  the 
members  of  the  Council  that  I  have  quite  a 
few  typewritten  sheets  here  that  I  think 
would  furnish  valuable  information  to  the 
members  of  the  Council,  but  as  it  as  a  hot 
day  I  would  ask  unanimous  consent  to  permit 
this  matter  to  be  included  in  our  record,  for 
examination  and  study  by  the  members  of 
the  Council.  (The  consent  requested  was 
granted.)  The  petition  for  instructions  is  as 
follows : 

Commonwealth    op    Massachusetts. 
Suffolk,    ss.  Probate    Court 

No.    20111164 

The  City  of  Boston 

(as  it  as  Trustee  under  the  Fourteenth 

Clause   of    the   Will    of    George    Robert   White) 

and 

Frederick  W.  Mansfield  et  al. 

(as   they   are  denominated   as   Trustees   under 

the   Fourteenth   Clause   of   the  Will   of 

George    Robert    White) 

v. 

Paul  A.  Dever   (as  he  is  Attorney  General  of 

the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts ) . 


Petition  for  Instructions. 
Now  come  your  petitioner  City  of  Boston, 
a  municipal  corporation  as  it  is  Trustee  under 
the  Fourteenth  Clause  of  the  Will  of  George 
Robert  White,  and  your  petitioners  Frederick 
W.  Mansfield,  as  he  as  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  as  he  is 
President  of  the  City  Council  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  Charles  J.  Fox,  as  he  is  City  Auditor 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  Eliot  Wadsworth, 
as  he  is  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, and  Benitley  W.  Warren,  as  he  is 
President  of  the  Bar  Association  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  as  they  are  denominated  Trustees 
under  the  Fourteenth  Clause  of  the  Will  of 
George  Robert  White,  and  respectfully  repre- 
sent to  this    Honorable   Court   as    follows : 

1.  George  Robert  White,  late  of  Boston, 
died  testate  on  January  2,  1922.  A  copy  of 
the  will  of  said  tesitator  dated  December 
30,  1919,  and  of  the  codicil  thereto  dated 
May  21,  1920,  is  hereto  attached,  made  a 
part  hereof  and  marked  "A".  Said  will  and 
codicil  were  allowed  by  a  decree  of  this  Court 
on    March    2,     1922. 

2.  Article  Fourteenth  of  6aid  will  contains 
the   following    provision  : 

"Whereas  my  sister  Mary  E.  Sullivan  has 
died,  and  I  have  otherwise  provided  for 
my  sister  Harriet  J.  Bradbury,  I  do  now 
carry  out  by  immediate  gift  my  public 
charitable  purpose  which  in  previous  wills 
I  had  provided  for  in  remainder,  and  I  do 
now  give  all  the  rest  and  residue  of  my 
property  of  every  nature  to  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton, the  same  to  be  held  as  a  permanent 
charitable  trust  fund  to  be  known  as  the 
George  Robert  White  Fund,  and  the  net 
income  only  to  be  used  for  creating  works 
of    public    utility    and    beauty,    for    the    use   and 
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enjoyment  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  City 
of  Boston.  It  is  my  intention,  that  mo  part 
of  said  income,  however,  shall  be  used  for 
a  religious,  political,  educational  or  any 
purpose  which  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
City  in  the  ordinary  course  of  events  to 
provide. 

The  control  and  management  of  said  Fund 
and  the  disbursement  of  the  income  shall 
be  in  the  hands  of  a  Board  of  five  trustees 
to  consist  of  the  Mayor,  who  shall  be  its 
chairman,  the  President  of  the  City  Council, 
the  City  Auditor,  the  President  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  President 
of  the  Bar  Association  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton. If  by  the  reason  of  the  abolition  of 
any  one  or  more  of  these  offices  or  the  declin- 
ation or  resignation  of  any  one  or  more  of 
the  persons  holding  them  far  the  time  being 
a  vacancy  or  vacancies  shall  occur,  I  direct 
that  such  vacancies  shall  be  filled  by  the 
remaining  members  of  'the  board,  by  the  elec- 
tion of  the  persons  whose  respective  positions 
and  duties  shall  in  the  opinion  of  the  board 
most  nearly  correspond  therewith.  As  this 
is  a  public  charitable  gift  to  the  City  of 
Boston,  it  lis  .my  intention  that  the  City 
shall  at  all  times  be  officially  represented  by 
a  majority  of  the  board  of  trustees  charged 
with    its    management. 

The  business  of  the  Fund  shall  be  transacted 
'through  the  regular  departments  of  the  City, 
viz.  the  Treasurer,  Auditor,  Corporation  Coun- 
sel, etc.,  and  a  suitable  office  or  offices  for 
the  use  of  the  trustees  shall  be  provided  for 
them  by  the  City  in  the  City  Hall  or  else- 
where, in  which  shall  be  kept  all  books 
and  records  of  every  nature  relating  to  the 
management  of  the  Fund,  properly  indexed 
and  readily  accessible  during  business  hours  for 
the  reasonable  inspection  of  citizens,  so  that 
all  who  so  desire  may  have  full  knowledge 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Business  of  the  Fund. 
I  direct  that  said  income  shall  not  be  an- 
ticipated or  pledged  beyond  the  amount  actu- 
ally in  hand,  but  it  may  be  accumulated 
for  any  purpose  within  the  scope  of  the  gift, 
and  successive  accumulations  may  be  applied 
to  the  same  object.  Any  work  or  works 
established  from  the  Fund  may  be  im- 
proved, extended,  enlarged  or  added  to  from 
time  to  time,  but  the  current  expense  of 
their  care  and  maintenance  shall  be  borne 
by  the  City.  I  also  direct  that  no  part  of 
said  income  shall  be  mingled  with  other 
funds  or  applied  in  joint  undertakings ;  but 
that  each  work  established  under  this  gift 
shall  be  separate  and  disltinct,  and  6hall 
always  bear  in  a  conspicuous  place  a  suit- 
able inscription  identifying  it  as  erected  or 
established  from  said  George  Robert  "White 
Fund.  If  for  any  reason,  the  principal  of 
said  Fund  shall  at  any  time  become  impaired, 
the  income  shall  be  allowed  to  accumulate 
until  such  impairment  shall  have  been  made 
good. 

Inasmuch  as  I  believe  an  enlightened  public 
opinion  to  be  the  most  effective  safeguard  for 
the  preservation  and  maintenance  of  such  a 
charitable  fund  and  the  best  guide  to  its 
effective  use,  I  direct  that  at  least  once  a 
year  the  trustees  shall  cause  to  be  published 
in  most  if  not  all  of  the  daily  newspapers 
of  general  circulation  in  Boston  a  full  and 
comprehensive  report,  duly  audited,  and  signed 
and  sworn  to  by  at  least  three  of  their 
number,  setting  forth  the  receipts,  disburse- 
ments and  investments  of  the  Fund  and  a 
copy  of  this  fourteenth  article  of  my  will 
establishing    it. 

In  order  to  diminish  the  chance  of  hasty 
or  unconsidered  action  in  the  expenditure  of 
income,  I  believe  that  no  substantial  expend- 
iture should  be  made  for  any  purpose  until 
it  shall  have  been  under  consideration  by  the 
trustees  for  at  least  three  months. 

As  it  is  probable  that  said  Fund  will  con- 
sist in  greater  part  of  real  estate  centrally 
situated  in  the  City  of  Boston  which  is  treason- 
ably sure  to  increase  in  value,  I  urgently 
recommend  that  such  real  estate  be  not  sold 
for  a  period  of  at  least  one  hundred  (100) 
years,    that    leases    of    the    same    shall    be   sub- 


ject to  revaluations  as  a  basis  of  rentals 
every  ten  (10)  years  and  where  necessary 
shall  provide  for  rebuilding  by  the  lessees, 
that  the  real  estate  shall  not  be  mortgaged, 
and  the  buildings  thereon  shall  be  kept  fully 
insured. 

If  any  clause  or  provision  of  the  foregoing 
charitable  gift  should  be  found  to  be  invalid  in 
law,  it  shall  not  invalidate  the  gift  as  a  Whole 
hut  shall  so  far  as  possible  be  construed  as 
an   expression   of   my   general   intent. 

While  I  think  that  Boston  has  now  few,  if 
any,  superiors  in  beauty  and  in  the  many 
privileges  it  affords  to  its  citizens,  yet  I 
believe  it  has  greater  possibilities  for  the 
future,  and  there  are  several  public  blessings 
among  those  afforded  by  other  cities, — such 
as  a  zoological  garden  and  handsome  build- 
ings therefor,  an  aquarium,  a  forum  of  sub- 
stantial proportions  for  public  gatherings, 
etc., — which  we  do  not  possess.  It  is  with 
such  things  as  these  in  mind  that  I  have 
established    the    foregoing    trust    fund. 

I  can  conceive  that  pressure  might  be 
brought  to  bear  to  use  the  income  of  this 
Fund  for  small  and  comparatively  unimport- 
ant needs,  which  might  be  equally  deserving 
and  technically  within  the  general  scope  of 
the  Trust  as  heretofore  expressed.  A  use 
of  it  for  such  purposes  to  any  substantial 
extent  would  be  contrary  to  my  intention, 
which  is  that  its  income,  accumulated  if 
need  be  for  a  time  long  enough  to  make 
it  sufficient,  should  be  used  only  for  im- 
portant    civic     improvements. 

I  suggest  that  printed  copies,  in  convenient 
pamphlet  form  of  this  the  fourteenth  article 
Of  my  will  be  kept  at  the  office  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Fund  for  free  distribution  to 
citizens    of     Boston      .      .     ." 

3.  On  or  about  March  13,  1922,  by  an 
order  of  the  City  Council,  approved  by  the 
Mayor,  the  bequest  and  devise  to  your  pe- 
titioner City  of  Boston  under  the  Fourteenth 
Clause  of  said  will  were  duly  accepted  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  your  said  petitioner  City 
of  Boston  and  in  accordance  with  the  terms 
and    conditions    imposed    in   said   will. 

4.  There  is  now  in  the  possession  of  your 
petitioners,  who  have  been  denominated  as 
Trustees  under  the  Fourteenth  Clause  of  said 
Will  of  George  Robert  White,  accumulated  net 
income  which,  under  the  terms  of  said  Four- 
teenth Clause  may  now  be  used  for  the  pur- 
poses  set   forth   therein. 

5.  On  March  19,  1937,  chapter  111  of  the 
Acts  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
for  the  year  1937  became  law.  Said  chapter 
111   provides   as   follows: 

Section  1.  Upon  the  construction  or  erec- 
tion and  establishment  by  the  City  of  Boston, 
acting  by  and  through  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  George  Robert  White  Fund  and  under 
and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
article  fourteenth  of  the  will  of  said  George 
Robert  White,  of  any  work  of  public  utility 
and  beauty  for  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  the 
inhabitants  of  said  city,  said  city,  acting  by 
and  through  the  head  of  the  department  in 
whose  charge  and  control  the  same  shall  be 
placed,  if  permissible  under  the  provisions  of 
said  will,  may,  in  connection  with  any  demon- 
stration, lecture,  athletic  contest  or  athletic  or 
other  exhibition  therein,  charge  a  fee  for  ad- 
mission thereto ;  provided,  that  the  aggregate 
amount  of  such  fees  charged  at  any  such  work 
in  any  fiscal  year  shall  not  exceed  the  expense 
of  the  care  and  maintenance  thereof  during 
such  year.  Such  fees  shall  be  applied  by  said 
city  only  toward  meeting  the  expense  of  said 
care    and    maintenance. 

Section  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon 
its  passage. 

Approved   March    19.    1937. 

6.  Your  petitioners  are  in  doubt  as  to 
whether  or  not  your  petitioner,  City  of  Bos- 
ton, acting  through  your  petitioners  who  have 
been  denominated  as  Trustees  under  the  Four- 
teenth Clause  of  said  will,  is  authorized  under 
the  terms  of  said  will  to  use  a  portion  of 
said  accumulated  income  to  construct  and 
suitably  equip  a  structure,  commonly  known 
as  a  planetarium,  and  as  to  whether  or  not  if 
your    petitioner.     City    of    Boston,    is    so    au- 
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thorized,  it  may  consistently  with  the  terms 
of  said  will  charge  admission  fees  to  lectures 
and  demonstrations  in  such  planetarium  in 
accordance  with  and  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  said  chapter  111  hereinbefore  in  paragraph 
5   hereof  set  forth. 

7.  Your  petitioners  are  further  in  doubt  as 
to  whether  or  not  your  petitioner,  City  of 
Boston,  acting  through  your  petitioners,  who 
have  been,  denominated  as  Trustees  under  said 
Fourteenth  Clause,  is  authorized,  under  the 
terms  of  said  will,  to  use  a  portion  of  said 
accumulated  income  to  construct  and  suitably 
equip  a  building,  known  as  a  Youth  Center, 
wherein  may  be  enjoyed  lectures,  athletic 
games,  contests  and  other  recreation  and  from 
which,  as  headquarters,  may  be  directed,  rec- 
reational activities  of  youths  who  are  in- 
habitants of  the  City  and  as  to  whether  or 
not  if  your  petitioner  the  City  of  Boston  is 
so  authorized,  it  may,  consistently  with  the 
terms  of  said  will,  charge  admission  fees  to 
lectures,  demonstrations,  athletic  contests  or 
athletic  or  other  exhibitions  in  such  Youth 
Center  in  accordance  with  and  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  said  chapter  I'll  hereinbefore 
in  paragraph   5   hereof  set  forth. 

8.  At  a  meeting  of  your  petitioners,  who 
have  been  denominated  as  Trustees  as  afore- 
said, duly  called  and  held  on  March  23,  1937, 
the   following    vote   was    passed, — 

Voted :  That  in  the  judgment  of  the  Trus- 
tees the  construction  of  a  Planetarium  or  a 
Youth  Center  from  the  income  of  .the  George 
Roibert  White  Fund  is  desirable  and  would 
be  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  and  to  request 
the  Corporation  Counsel  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  ascertain  from  the  Probate  Court  whether 
the  establishment  of  a  Planetarium  or  a  Youth 
Center,  from  the  income  of  this  Fund,  would 
come  within  the  terms  of  the  will  of  the  late 
George  Robert  White  and  also  whether  the 
City  of  Boston  could  charge  admission  fees 
to  the  same,  and  that  the  matter  be  deferred 
-  until   the   result   is   known. 

Wherefore  your  petitioners  pray  that  they 
may   be    instructed : 

1.  Whether  your  petitioner,  City  of  Boston, 
acting  through  the  persons  denominated  as 
Trustees,  in  said  Fourteenth  Clause,  are  au- 
thorized' by  the  provisions  contained  in  said 
will  of  George  Robert  White  to  use  any  portion 
olf  the  accumulated  income,  hereinbefore  in 
paragraph  4  hereof  referred  to,  for  construc- 
ting and  suitably  equipping  a  structure,  com- 
monly known  as  a  Planetarium,  and  a  build- 
ing, known  as  a  Youth  Center  and  herein- 
before in  paragraph  7  hereof  more  particu- 
larly described. 

2.  Whether  your  petitioner,  City  of  Boston, 
may,  consistently  with  the  provisions  contained 
in  said  will,  charge  admission  fees  either  to 
lectures  or  demonstrations  in  such  planetarium 
or  to  lectures,  demonstrations,  athletic  contests 
or  athletic  or  other  exhibitions  in  such  youth 
center,  in  accordance  with  and  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  chapter  ill  of  the  Acts  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  the  year 
1937. 

3.  As  to  the  further  rights  or  duties  of 
your  petitioners  in  the  premises  in  so  far 
as  this  Honorable  Court  may  deem  such  in- 
structions meet  and   proper. 

CrTY  op  Boston  as  it  is  Trustee  under  the 
Fourteenth  Clause  of  the  Will  of  George 
Robert  White) . 

By ;.. 

Corporation    Counsel. 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield. 
John    I.    Fitzgerald. 
Eliot   Wads  worth. 
Bentley  W.  Warren. 
Charles   J.   Fox. 

Individually  denominated 
as  Trustees  under  the 
Fourteenth  Clause  of  the 
Will  of  George  Robert 
White. 

By 

Corporation    Counsel. 
Commonwealth  op  Massachusetts. 
Suffolk,    ss.  Boston,  1»37. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  hereinbefore 
named  and    made    oath    that    the    state- 


ments made  in  this  petition  are  true  to  the 
best   of   his   knowledge   and   belief. 

Before   me 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

My   commission  expires 

Coun.  UNEfHAN — I  would  call  particular 
attention  to  sections  7  and  8.  In  answer  to 
that  I  have  here  a  certified  copy  of  the  deci- 
sion rendered  by  the  judge  of  the  Probate 
Court  on  May  28,  1937,  set  forth  in  Probate 
Court,  volume  1680,  page  70,  No.  2011,164,  as 
follows  : 

"On  the  petition  in  equity  of  City  of  Boston 
and  others,  Trustees  under  the  Fourteenth 
Clause  of  the  Will  of  George  Robert  White 
et  al.,  petitioners,  against  Paul  A.  Dever, 
as  he  is  Attorney  General  of  the  Comnxon- 
iwealth  of  Massachusetts,  respondent,  praying 
for  instructions  as  to  whether  it  is  within 
the  power  of  City  of  Boston  as  it  is  Trustee 
as  aforesaid,  to  construct  a  Planetarium  and 
Youth  Centre  and  to  charge  certain  admission 
fees  thereto,  all  as  is  more  fully  set  forth 
in  said  petition,  it  appearing  that  notice  has 
been  duly  given  to  all  parties  interested,  and 
all  parties  interested  having  been  heard,  after 
hearing  and  consideration,  The  Court  Doth 
Order  and  Decree   01)" — 

and  this  is  the  important  part  of  this  decree — 
" — that  it  is  within  the  power  of  the  peti- 
tiomer,  City  of  Boston,  as  it  is  Trustee  as 
aforesaid,  acting  through  the  individual  peti- 
tioners, being  the  persons  denominated  as 
Trustees  in  the  Fourteenth  Clause  of  the  Will 
of  George  Robert  White,  to  use  the  accumulated 
income  which,  under  the  terms  of  said 
Fourteenth  Clause,  may  now  be  used  for 
the  purposes  set  forth  therein,  for  construct- 
ing and  suitable  equipping  a  structure,  com- 
monly known  as  a  Planetarium  and  a  build- 
ing to  be  known  as  a  Youth  Center,  and 
more  particularly  described  in  Paragraph  7 
of  said  petition,  and  (2)  that  it  is  within 
the  power  of  the  City  of  Boston,  as  it  is 
Trustee  as  aforesaid,  to  charge  admission 
fees  to  lectures  and  demonstrations  in  such 
Planetarium,  and  to  lectures,  demonstra- 
tions, athletic  contests  and  athletic  or  other 
exhibitions  in  such  Youth  Centre,  in  accord- 
ance with  and  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  111  of  the  Acts  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  for  the  year  1937. 
Arthur  W.  Dolan, 
Judge  of   Probate   Court." 

So  there  is  no  question  whatever  that  the 
trustees  of  the  White  Fund  can  use  the  fund 
for  the  construction  of  a  youth  center.  There 
is  the  opinion  given  by  the  court  in  a  decree 
of  1937.  In  1937,  the  City  Planning  Board 
made  a  study  with  regard  to  the  improve- 
ments to  be  built  from  the  income  of  the 
George  Robert  White  Fund,  including  a  youth 
center.  I  will  read  simply  a  few  of  the  sug- 
gestions made  by  them  in  their  report  of 
19'37.  This  will  be  found  on  page  25,  under 
the    heading,    "Report    on    Youth    Center" : 

"The  recommendations  of  this  report  point 
quite  conclusively  to  the  pressing  need  in  the 
City  of  Boston  for  a  formulated  municipal 
youth  program.  So  important  is  this  need 
that  it  is  recommended  that  a  series  of 
youth  centers  be  built  from  the  moneys  of 
the  George  Robert  White  Fund  as  a  step 
in  initiating  such  a  program.  While  strictly 
in  terms  of  direct  benefits  derived,  such  a 
project  will  not  clear  its  cost  of  operation, 
it  can  be  shown  to  be  economically  justifiable 
over  a  period  of  time  through  the  savings 
in  the  budgets  of  the  police,  court  and  cor- 
rective agencies.  These  will  in  all  probability 
more  than  cover  operating  costs.  In  brief, 
the  city  would  embark  on  a  modern  program 
of  crime  preventive  work  to  supplement  the 
antiquated  methods  of  purely  crime  punitive 
work." 

They  finally  present  a  few  statistics  here, 
which  would  probably  seem  quite  dry  to  the 
members  if  I  should  read  them,  in  connec- 
tion   with    the    final    recommendation : 

"In  the  final  analysis  the  evidence  in  favor 
of  the  series  of  youth  centers  is  conclusive. 
Already  New  York  has  recognized  similar 
needs    and    has    in    operation     now    some    ten 
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or  eleven  youth  centers.  It  is  evident  that 
there  is  this  need  for  a  youth  program  in 
Boston,  and  the  George  Robert  White  Fund 
offers  an  opportune  means  of  initiating  this 
program.  It  is,  therefore,  recommended  that 
the  White  Fund  be  used  to  build  a  series  of 
these    youth    centers." 

I  just  wanit  to  say  in  conclusion  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  (Coun.  Scannell) 
and  myself  have  been  fighting  for  a  youth 
center  since  the  first  of  the  year.  At  first 
it  looked  like  a  hard  fight.  We  could  not 
seem  to  get  our  hands  on  anything  tangible 
to  present,  to  the  members  of  the  Body.  But 
today  we  do  have  something  tangible  to  pre- 
sent, and  we  have  now  presented  it.  It  does 
not  seem  to  me  that  the  trustees  of  the 
fund  could  possibly  rule  adversely  to  youth 
centers,  having  in  mind  the  action  of  1937 
and  the  decree  of  the  Probate  Court  in  1937, 
which  I  have  read.  Isn't  it  time  that  they 
should  try  to  do  something  in  the  matter 
of  youth  centers  or  recreational  centers  ?  I 
have  called  the  proposed  center  in  South 
Boston  a  "youth  center,"  because  that  will 
evidently  come  within  the  terms  of  the  will. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  every  fair-minded 
member  of  the  Body  and  every  fair-minded 
citizen  will  agree  that  we  need  youth  centers, 
where  boys  can  go  and  exercise  and  compete 
together  dn  a  friendly,  intelligent  and  health- 
ful way,  which  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  body, 
mind  and  spirit.  It  we  can  influence  the 
trustees  of  the  fund  to  possibly  start  a 
program  in  South  Boston,  there  is  no  ques- 
tion that  other  sections  of  Boston  will  come 
along  and  get  a  center  similar  to  the  one 
we  might  get.  I  simply  ask  the  members  of 
the  Council  who  are  interested  in  youth 
centers  and  in  the  possibility  of  getting  some- 
thing of  that  nature  for  their  districts,  to 
go  along  With  us  at  the  meeting  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  fund  to  be  held  the  first  week 
in  June.  Whether  you  want  a  youth  center 
in  your  district  or  in  South  Boston,  at  least 
come  to  that  meeting  and  voice  your  opinion, 
and  I  believe  it  will  be  the  opinion  of  every 
member  of  the  Body  that  the  money  now 
lying  idile,  except  for  the  expenditure  of  a  few 
thousand  dollars  that  has  been  spent  for 
wading  pools  and  minor  health  matters, 
which  have  proved  very  beneficial  to  the  city, 
should  now  be  used  in  a  larger  way,  for 
the  great  benefit  of  the  whole  city.  We  con- 
sequently hope  that  you  will  go  along  with 
us,  in  a  matter  which  we  feel  would  be 
of  great  benefit  to  our  district,  and  which 
we  also  feel  sure  will  ultimately  be  of  great 
benefit  to  all  districts  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the    rule. 


LIQUOR    LICENSE,     1154    RIVER    STREET. 
HYDE    PARK. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Licensing  Board 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  reconsider  their  action  in  granting  the 
transfer  of  a  liquor  license  to  1154  River 
street,  Hyde  Park,  because  the  location  is  too 
near  places  of  worship  and  other  community 
activity. 

jCoun.  GOODE— The  president  of  the  Federa- 
tion of  Women's  Church  Societies  of  Hyde 
Park,  the  president  of  the  Current  Events 
Club  of  Hyde  Park,  the  director  of  the  local 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  clergymen  of  the  district 
representing  three  denominations  are  opposed 
to  the  location  of  this  tavern  across  from  the 
wading  pool  and  in  the  shadow  of  the  churches. 
I    trust   that  the   order   will   pass. 

The   order    was    passed    under    suspension    of 
the    rule. 


LIQUOR  LICENSES. 

Coun.    GOODE   offered   the   following: 

Ordered,    That   the    Boston    Licensing    Board 

be    requested     to     take    the    following    action : 

That  the  members  of  the   Boston   City   Council 

be  duly   notified  by  the  Licensing  Board  of  all 


beer  and  liquor  licenses  granted  in  their  re- 
spective districts.  That  they  be  also  notified 
of  all  transfers  and  revocations  of  licenses. 
That  notices  be  sent  to  them  of  all  hearings 
concerning  the  same,  and  that  advertisements 
of  such  hearings,  transfers  and  granting  of 
licenses  be  placed   in  all  Boston  newspapers. 

Coun.  GOODE — Mr.  President,  several  weeks 
ago  I  requested  that  the  Boston  Licensing 
Board  inform  me  of  all  license  transfers  and 
permits  for  beer  and  liquor  in  the  Hyde  Park 
section.  Since  that  time  a  transfer  was 
granted  for  a  location  at  1154  River  street  in 
Hyde  Park,  and  I  have  never  been  informed 
about  it  by  the  Licensing  Board.  This  loca- 
tion is  directly  across  and  less  than  twenty- 
five  yards  from  the  wading  pool  used  by  the 
little  children  of  the  district  during  the  sum- 
mer months.  This  tavern  is  in  close  proximity 
to  three  churches,  very  close  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
and  directly  across  from  the  entrance  to 
the  municipal  building  used  by  welfare  re- 
cipients. Back  in  March  the  Licensing  Board 
voided  the  license  now  being  used,  and  despite 
the  fact  that  this  tavern  is  now  located  within 
four  hundred  feet  of  two  churches,  Attorney 
J.  Paul  Keefe,  adroit  manipulator  of  liquor 
licenses,  was  capable  of  obtaining  the  in- 
evitable approval  of  the  Licensing  Board  for 
a  license  transfer  to  this  new  location.  This 
betrayal  of  the  public  trust  on  the  part  o£ 
the  Licensing  Board  is  unprecedented  in  our 
district.  By  surreptitious  meetings,  without 
proper  notification  to  the  clergy  and  other 
interested  persons,  this  deal  was  effected.  In 
the  face  of  this  raw  deal,  intrigue  and  brazen 
effrontery',  I  request  the  immediate  resigna- 
tion of  the  entire  Licensing  Board.  I  intend 
to  appeal  to  the  State  Alcoholic  Beverage 
Commission  to  overrule  this  permit,  and  to 
grant  a  special  hearing  in  this  case,  at  which 
all    interested    persons   will    be   notified. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the    rules. 

Coun.  CHASE  and  GOODE  offered  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
urge  State  legislation  whereby  it  will  become 
mandatory  for  the  Boston  Licensing  Board  to 
publish  notices  of  all  hearings  on  applications 
for  new  liquor  licenses  and  transfer  of  liquor 
licenses  at  least  seven  days  in  advance  of  the 
date   set    for    each    hearing :    and   be   it   further 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
urge  State  legislation  whereby  it  will  become 
mandatory  for  the  Boston  Licensing  Board 
to  post  a  large  conspicuous  sign,  notifying 
the  public  of  the  hearing,  on  the  outside 
of  the  premises  where  a  new  liquor  license  or 
transfer  of  a  liquor  license  has  been  applied 
for. 

Severally  passed,  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RENTALS    PAID    BY    BOSTON   ELEVATED. 

Coun.   FISH,   TAYLOR   and   KELLY  offered 

the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Finance  Com- 
mission, in  their  investigation  of  the  Boston 
Elevated,  make  a  study  of  the  rentals  they 
are  now  paying  to  determine  whether  or  not 
they    are    excessive. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  since  we  have 
approved  the  expenditure  of  §35.000  by  the 
Finance  Commission  for  the  investigation  of 
the  Boston  Elevated,  I  feel  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  each  member  of  the  Council  to  make  rec- 
ommendations as  they  come  to  his  attention 
to  aid  that  body.  After  the  apparent  lack 
of  cooperation  on  the  part  of  the  state  officials 
last  week  in  the  matter  of  the  Elevated  deficit, 
I  feel  that  it  is  at  least  our  duty,  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  to  lend  our  aid  to  the 
investigation.  The  holders  of  the  common 
stock  of  the  Boston  Elevated,  ably  assisted 
by  the  Governor  and  his  Council,  except 
Councilor  Coakley,  last  Wednesday  succeeded 
in  staging  the  ninth  consecutive  annual  hold- 
up   of    the    people    of    this    city    and    of    the 
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metropolitan  district.  The  nearly  three  million 
then  paid,  added  to  the  amount  that  has  been 
paid  in  past  years,  has  now  reached  the  enor- 
mous total  of  over  $16,O0O;O00,  and  all  without  a 
gun !  For  mine  consecutive  yeans  they  have 
annually  dealt  these  severe  financial  body 
blows  to  the  people  of  Boston  and  its  sur- 
rounding communities.  This  most  recent  blow 
that  Governor  Saltonstall  and  his  controlled 
Council  dealt  this  last  week  was  a  Wow  to 
approximately  ,  two  million  people  by  ap- 
proving the  payment  of  the  "El"  deficit  of 
1939,  which,  on  .top  of  what  the  people  have 
already  suffered,  is  the  severest  and  hardest 
blow  of  all.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  we  in 
Boston  are  trying  to  put  a  stop  to  this  annual 
legalized  banditry.  We  and  the  two  million 
people  for  whom  we  are  fighting  fully  ex- 
pected that  Governor  Saltoinstall  would  co- 
operate. He  knew  that  the  City  Council  had 
approved  the  expenditure  of  $135,000  for  the 
Finance  Commission  to  make  the  first  com- 
plete investigation  of  the  Boston  Elevated  that 
has  been  made,  in  the  interest  of  the  people. 
He  knew  this,  and  he  knew  further  that  he 
as  Governor  had  the  power  by  law  to  defer 
this  payment.  That  power-,  I  say,  fell  on  him 
as  a  duty,  to  delay  this  payment  at  least 
until  our  investigation  was  completed.  His 
haste  in  railroading  this  through  last  week 
when  Coakley  was  away,  against  the  wishes 
of  all,  was  unjustified.  It  seems  to  label  him 
not  as  a  friend  of  the  common  people  but 
rather  as  a  sympathizer  of  the  wealthy  holders 
of  this  stock,  holders  of  238,000  shares  of 
guaranteed  "certificates  of  robbery,"  and  leads 
me  to  believe  that  tlhe  rumors  that  are  heard 
to  the  effect  that  he  is  one  of  them,  and  is 
using  the  power  of  his  office  for  their  benefit, 
are  true.  Governor  Saltoinstall,  by  a  mere 
stroke  of  a  pen  last  week,  shows  that  he  has 
apparently  forgotten  these  two  million  people, 
in  taking  from  the  pockets  of  the  poor,  who 
( can  ill  afford  it,  and  placing  in  the  pockets 
1  of  the  few  wealthy  who  do  not  need  it,  over 
$3,000,000.  The  people  receiving  that  are 
not  entitled  to  it,  regardless  of  what  a  Legis- 
lature back  in  1918  said.  I  trust  that  this 
act  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  in  the  absence 
of  Councilor  Daniel  H.  Coakley,  now  brings 
to  the  attention  of  the  people  the  importance 
of  home  rule  for  Boston.  If  Boston  had  the 
say  in  this  matter,  instead  of  the  Legislature, 
and  I  exclude  the  Boston  legislators — do  you 
think  the  people  would  be  victimized  in  this 
manner.  Of  course,'  they  would  not.  Nor 
would  they  be  compelled  to  tolerate  a  lot  of 
other  narrow,  selfish  legislation  that  has 
been  enacted  by  the  state  and  which  is  stran- 
gling us,  such  as  the  control  of  the  Finance 
Commission  by  the  Governor — and  watch  now 
that  he  does  not  exert  it.  There  is  also  the 
county  legislation  which  has  been  passed  ad- 
verse to  the  City  of  Boston,  compelling  Bos- 
ton to  pay  all  the  bills  of  the  entire  Suffolk 
County ;  the  Police  Department  under  the 
direct  control  of  the  Governor ;  the  Licensing 
Board,  appointed  by  the  Governor,  and  just 
called  upon  to  resign ;  the  state  assessments, 
dislcouragimgdy  large  to  Boston  people,  be- 
cause this  state,  unlike  other  states  in  the 
Union,  refuses  to  balance  its  own  budget  on 
corporation  and  income  taxes,  but  prefers 
to  levy  it  on  homes.  There  are  our  Massa- 
chusetts district  commission  assessments, 
which  forced  us  to  not  only  assume  the  ex- 
pense of  Niantasket  Beach,  Revere  Beach  and 
so  on,  but  also  two  thirds  of  the  unnecessary 
•  Quabbin  Dam  $65,000,000  graft,  consumption 
of  water  which  we  do  not  use,  and  many  other 
things.  There  are  the  auto  registration  laws, 
for  example,  whereby  we  dn  Boston  pay  twice 
as  much  as  other  counties.  That  is  a  clear 
example  of  what  we  can  expect.  Then  we 
have  .the  action  of  the  State  Tax  Appeals 
Board,  which  gave  the  in-town  Back  Bay 
professional  abatement  grabbers  about  $3,000,- 
000  last  year,  to  be  made  up  by  the  poor, 
small  home  owners.  I  have  referred  to  only 
a  few  matters  im  which  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton are  discriminated  against.  Is  it  any 
wonder  that  people  are  leaving  Boston?  They 
do  not  leave  because  they  dislike  Boston.  Bos- 
ton is  their  home,   and  they   enjoy  living  here, 


but  they  are  being  driven  out  because  they 
cannot  afford  to  assume  their  portion  of  the 
harsh  and  expensive  unfair  treatment  which 
is  meted  out  by  state  legislatures.  The  people 
up  at  the  State  House  will  not  be  satisfied 
until  they  wreck  Boston.  But  let  me  warn 
them  that  when  they  do,  it  will  be  a  sorry 
day   for    entire   New   England. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — Mr.  President,  while  Coun- 
cilor Fish  has  spoken  very  elaborately  on  the 
subject,  I  cannot  resist  the  temptation  of 
rising  and  adding  a  few  words  to  express 
my  feeling  of  what  I  think  was  deliberate  ac- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil last  week  against  the  interests  of  Boston 
and  the  surrounding  towns.  While  I  was  very 
much  disappointed  in  the  action  taken,  I 
was  not  altogether  surprised.  History  has 
proven  that  whenever  the  common  people 
have  ever  attained  anything  at  all  it  was 
through  the  office  holders  of  the  Democratic 
party.  During  the  past  years  anything  that 
the  people  gained,  whether  it  was  a  reduction 
in  electric  ligiht  or  gas  rates,  or  for  some 
other  necessity,  was  obtained  through  the 
Democratic  party.  So,  as  I  say,  I  was  not 
surprised,  because  I  knew  that  Republican 
office  holders  and  Republican-controlled  offi- 
cials would  never  do  anything  to  aid  the 
common  people.  And  when  I  say  "common 
people,"  I  mean  those  who  are  working  hard 
for  a  living  and  those  who  own  a  small 
home  and  have  to  scrape  together  their  nickels 
and  dimes  in  order  to  pay  the  high  taxes 
so  that  the  wealthy  stockholders  of  the  Bos- 
ton Elevated  Railway  Company,  a  bankrupt 
concern,  will  be  aible  to  receive  their  annual 
dividends.  It  is  rather  surprising,  if  you 
take  the  records  even  in  Washington,  in 
Congress,  to  see  the  Republican  members 
of  Congress  voting  to  subsidize  these  large 
corporations,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  year 
the  stockholders  may  have  a  large  amount 
in  their  pockets.  But  the  moment  there  is 
anything  attempted  to  be  done  for  the  public, 
through  such  means,  for  instance,  as  the 
W.  P.  A.,  something  which  will  be  done  in 
the  interests  of  the  poor  people,  it  is  a 
different  story.  When  there  is  something  in- 
tended to  assist  the  poor,  with  their  children, 
these  members  of  Congress  rise  in  their 
places  and  say,  "No,  we  will  not  appropriate 
"money  to  feed  the  poor.  Let  the  people 
starve.  But  help  out  the  wealthy  corpora- 
tions." And  that  is  the  sort  of  thing  that 
took  place  at  the  State  House  last  week. 
The  people  decided  a  year  and  a  half  ago 
that  they  wanted  a  change  at  the  State 
House,  wanted  a  Republican  Governor  and 
Legislature.  But  now  the-  time  is  again  ap- 
proaching when  the  people,  who  realize  the 
way  they  have  been  treated,  will  have  a 
chance  to  register  their  approval  or  dis- 
approval, and  I  for  one,  feel  certain  that  they 
will  register  vociferously  next  fall  their  op- 
'position  to  these  men  who  have  no  interest 
in  the  common  people  and  who  are  only  in- 
terested in  the  wealthy  stockholders  of  the 
Elevated. 

Coun.  SHATTUQK^Mr.  President,  this 
Commonwealth  under  the  constitution  has  set 
up  a  government  of  laws,  and  not  of  men.  I 
think  some  who  have  spoken  in  this  chamber 
have  forgotten  that.  I  believe  that  the  Gover- 
nor and  Council  in  acting  as  they  did  on  the 
Elevated  deficit  were  acting  in  accordance 
with  the  law  as  established  by  the  Legislature 
and  as  confirmed  by  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court.  If  I  am  wrong,  I  would  like  to  have 
anyone  in  the  chamber  cite  any  respect  in 
which  I  am  wrong,  and  if  I  am  shown  to 
be  wrong  I  will  get  up  and  say  so.  I  think 
I    am    right. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  isn't  dt  a  part 
of  the  law  that  the  Governor  has  power  to 
defer    this    payment  ? 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  be- 
lieve, in  the  first  place,  that  the  act  of  1918 
and  the  successive  acts  have  been  confirmed 
by  the  Supreme  Court.  It  is  clearly  provided 
in  the  act  that  the  deficit  shall  lie  financed 
first  by  the  Commonwealth,  and  in  the  Bec- 
ond  place  by  the  cities  and  towns,  served  by  the 
system.      That    is     perfectly    clear    in    the    faw. 
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There  is  no  question  of  postponing  it.  In 
that  ease,  we  would  simply  have  to  pay  more 
interest,    that    is    all. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  think  there 
is  an  object  in  deferring  it,  since  we  are 
paying  $35,000  for  an  investigation  of  the 
whole    matter    by    the    Finance    Commission. 

Coun.  KELLY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  just  add  a  word  to  Councilors  Fish  and 
Taylor's  remarks.  It  might  be  interesting 
to  the  members  to  know  that  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  on  April  22,  two  days  before 
this  steal  came  uip  in  the  Governor's  Council, 
sold  two  big  notes  to  two  big  Boston  banks, 
and  that  this  steal  was  fully  approved  by  the 
Executive  Council.  Of  course,  it  might  be  said 
that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  is  not  in- 
terested in  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Com- 
pany ;  but  it  is  interesting  to  recall  that 
Governor  Sa'ltonstall  was  a  member  of  the  law 
firm  that  some  years  ago  was  interested  in 
getting  this  legislation  through.  It  is  a  sad 
state  of  affairs  when  poor  people  in  fourteen 
cities  and  towns  have  to  pay  for  this  steal. 
It  is  the  first  time  in  history  that  a  Governor, 
when  this  matter  has  appeared  before  the 
Executive  Council,  has  tried  to  railroad  it 
through.  When  it  first  came  uip  and  the 
Governor  attempted  to  put  it  through.  Coun- 
cilor Coakley  moved  to  have  it  laid  on  the 
table  for  one  week,  and  that  motion  was 
carried,  seven  to  one.  But  last  Wednesday 
another  motion  was  made  to  pass  it,  in  Coun- 
cilor Coakley's  absence,  and  a  motion  to  pass 
it   unanimously  prevailed. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  as  I  sat 
here  today  I  was  interested  personally  to  see 
whether  the  Councilor  from  Ward  5  (Coun. 
Shattuck)  was  going  to  defend  the  wealthy 
stockholders  of  the  Boston  Elevated,  and,  of 
course,  he  had  to.  I  expected  it.  But  I  might 
say  that  this  is  the  same  gentleman  who 
called  together  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  and  had  Mr. 
Loeffler  appear  to  defend  salary  cuts  of  city 
employees,  and  so  forth.  I  do  not,  however, 
recall  last  week  Mr.  Loeffler  appearing  and 
making  any  protest  to  the  Governor  in  regard 
to  this  imposition  on  the  taxpayers  of  Boston 
and  surrounding  towns.  I  do  not  recall  hie 
protesting  against  what  is  being  done  by  this 
company.  I  also  recall  reading  in  the  papers 
last  week  that  the  Finance  Commission  had 
material  that  could  have  been  presented,  if 
there  was  an  opportnity.  But,  as  I  said  be- 
fore, I  am  a  bit  surprised  at  the  position  of 
the    councilor    from    the    Back    Bay    today. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK-^Mr.  President,  I  don't 
have  the  slightest  idea  who  the  stockholders  of 
the  Elevated  are,  and  I  am  not  interested. 
I  am  merely  interested  in  having  the  state 
carry  out   its  obligations   under  the  law. 

Coun.  COFFEY— I  would  like  to  add,  Mr. 
President,  that  the  non-payment  of  this  deficit 
would  mean  a  cut  of  $1.30  in  the  tax  rate  of 
Boston,  a  wonderful  figure,  and  representing 
a  great  saving  in  the  tax  bills  of  the  people 
of  Boston. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


APPORTIONMENT    OF   ELEVATED 
DEFICIT. 

Coun.  FIISH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  go 
on  record  as  approving  a  change  in  the  pres- 
ent method  of  the  apportionment  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  deficit,  namely,  from  its  four  or  five 
day  haphazard  counting  o'f  passengers  to  one 
based   on   population. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  think  this  is 
really  the  proper  time  to  bring  this  matter 
'before  the  members  of  the  Council,  because 
right  now,  while  we  are  passing  judgment  on 
the  matter,  the  Elevated  officials  are  in  process 
of  making  this  very  one-sided  count.  I  think 
they  started  last  Friday  and  will  possibly 
continue  through  tomorrow  night.  I  say  "one- 
sided" because  I  cannot  understand  why  we  in 
Boston,  with  a  population  of  approximately 
800,000  people,  must  annually  pay  two-thirds 
of  the  Elevated  deficit,  when  the  Elevated 
itself    serves    a    probable    two    million    people. 


Eight  hundred  thousand  is  less  than  one  half 
the  population  of  the  community  assessed,  and 
our  share  should  be  about  45  per  cent  rather 
than  the  present  close  to  70  per  cent  which 
we  are  forced  to  assume.  This,  I  think,  is 
unfair ;  it  is  wrong.  How  can  they  determine 
whether  or  not  you  are  a  Boston  resident  when 
you  use  the  Elevated  ?  Yet  you  are  counted 
as  one.  Only  when  you  come  to  a  terminal 
on  a  bus  can  they  safely  say  that  you  do  not 
reside  in  Boston.  And  what  about  the  thou- 
sands who  drive  into  our  city,  park  their  cars, 
and  then  take  the  Elevated?  What  about 
the  thousands  who  use  the  train  service  to 
and  from  the  North  and  South  Stations,  and 
deposit  their  ten-cent  fares  in  an  Elevated 
station  ?  We  all  know  that  Boston  has  ap- 
proximately two  million  people  in  this  city 
dur,ng  the  day.  They  are  using  the  Elevated. 
Yet  not  one  fifth,  or  possibly  one  eighth  of 
them,  are  Boston  residents.  Yet  they  are 
counted  as  Boston  residents.  How  can  an 
accurate  count  in  this  district  be  determined? 
If  they  are  so  smart,  why  in  the  name  of  com- 
mon sense  don't  they  apply  their  cleverness 
to  the  whole  management  of  the  Boston 
Elevated,  so  that  we  could  get  out  of  it  with- 
out any  deficit?  There  is  one  community  I 
know  of  that  will  probably  run  into  trouble 
if  the  action  I  propose  were  taken,  and  that 
happens  to  be  Newton.  I  have  in  my  hand 
the  193S  report  of  the  Boston  Elevated.  New- 
ton, with  a  possible  population  of  65,000,  paid 
in  193S  $10,500  as  its  proportionate  share  of 
the  Elevated  deficit ;  Arlington,  with  40,000 
paid  $27, 000-odd  as  against  Newton's  $10,000- 
odd.  Belmont,  with  27,000.  a  little  over  one 
third  of  the  population  of  Newton,  paid  nearly 
twite  as  much  as  Newton.  And  so  we  go 
down  the  line.  Now,  for  a  comparison  of 
Newton  and  Boston.  Boston  has  twelve  times 
as  large  a  population  as  Newton,  and  pays 
$1,097,000  as  against  $10,500  for  Newton,  or 
104  times  as  much.  On  the  basis  of  popula- 
tion, Newton  would  pay,  instead  of  $10,500, 
approximately  $120,000,  as  against  Boston's 
$1,097,000.  So  I  don't  think  it  would  be  long 
before  you  would  hear  from  Newton  if  what  is 
proposed  in  this  order  were  carried  through. 

The    order    was    passed    under   suspension    of 
the    rule. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    FINANCE. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,    submitted    the    following: 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  April  15)  for  loan  of  $1,000,000  for 
funding  of  overlay  deficits  and  other  items — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  April  15)  for  loan  of  $4,170,000  for 
relief    purposes — that    same   ought    to   pass. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  have 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk  two  reporte 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  one  relating  to 
the  loan  order  sent  in  by  the  Mayor  to  au- 
thorize an  additional  funding  loan,  and  the 
other  to  authorize  a  $4,170,000  welfare  loan 
for  the  current  year.  Both  of  those  have  come 
to  the  Council  with  the  unanimous  vote  of 
the  committee.  The  loan  order  for  $1,000,000 
ewers  the  balance  of  the  total  of  $9,000,000 
refunding  which  was  permitted  by  the  Legis- 
lature. This  is  the  last  installment.  At  the 
time  in  193S,  when  that  funding  loan  was 
authorized,  we  had  a  floating  debt  of  about 
$21,000,000  from  uncollected  taxes  and  defi- 
ciencies of  prior  years.  As  a  result  of  the 
$8,000,000  received  from  funding  loans  and 
also  better  collections  of  outstanding  taxes, 
we  have  cut  that  floating  debt  about  in  half, 
and  the  $1,000,000  loan  order,  for  funding  of 
overlay  deficits  and  other  items,  is  to  be 
applied  to  that.  The  order  for  $4,170,000  for 
Welfare  is  reported  under  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  1939  which  permits  the  city  to 
borrow  20  per  cent  of  its  expenditures  of  last 
year  for  Welfare,  including  soldiers'  relief. 
and  100  per  cent  of  its  expenditures  of  last 
year  for  W.  P.  A. — that  is,  for  the  eight 
items  in  the  appropriation  bill  which  cover 
the  materials  used  by  the  W.  P.  A.  workers. 
That    figure    of    20    per    cent    on    Welfare   and 


MAY     6,    1940. 


197 


Soldiers'  Belief  and  100  per  cent  on  last  year's 
expenditure  for  W.  P.  A.  works  out  $2,000 
in  excess  of  the  loan  asked  for,  but  the  amount 
in  round  figures  is  $4,170,000.  I  think  it  may 
be  of  interest  to  the  Council  to  know,  assum- 
ing that  both  of  these  loan  orders  are  passed 
and  assuming  that  we  make  no  further  loans 
during  the  coming  year,  that  this  completes 
our  loan  program  for  the  year.  So,  to  see 
how  we  will  come  out  in  our  net  indebtedness 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  I  have  these  figures 
from  Mr.  Fox,  the  Oity  Auditor.  It  appears 
that  during  the  current  year  we  pay  off  serial 
bonds  to  the  extent  of  $9,308,000,  and  that 
we  increase  the  sinking  fund  by  $2150,000, 
making  a  total  reduction  of  the  debt  during 
the  year  of  $9,558,000.  Then,  taking  the 
iproibalble  bond  issues  during  the  year — and  I 
should  have  said  that  there  are  several  others 
during  the  year — included  in  this  tabulation 
are  the  overlay  deficit  funding  loan  1  have 
mentioned,  of  $'1,000,000,  the  Welfare  loan 
already  referred  to  of  $4,170,000,  Huntington 
Avenue  Subway,  $600,000,  Huntington  Ave- 
nue Underpass,  $200,000,  Highways,  Making 
of,  $iH0,O00,  Sewerage  Works,  $85,000,  New 
Fire  Stations,  $70,000,  and  miscellaneous  rapid 
transit,  $50,000— making  a  total  of  $6,285,000, 
which  would  indicate  that  if  we  do  not  bor- 
row anything  more  we  will  reduce  our  net 
debt  during  the  year  by  something  over 
$3,000,000. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  orders  were  ' 
read   once  and   passed,   yeas    19,   nays   0. 


WATER    INCOME    DIVISION    ORDINANCE. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  LYONS,  the  Council 
took  up  from  the  calendar,  under  unfinished 
business,    No.    4,    viz. : 

4.  Ordinance  concerning  the  Water  Income 
Division  of  the  Public  Works  Department,  as 
printed  in  the  minutes  of  April  1,   1940. 

The  ordinance  was  referred,  on  motion  of 
Coun.    LYONS,   to  the   Executive   Committee. 


RECESS. 

By  direction  of  President  GALVIN  the 
Council  at  3.55  p.  m.  went  into  Executive 
Committee.  The  members  reassembled  and 
were  called  to  order  by  President  GALVIN  at 
4.42   p.   m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee,   submitted    the    following : 

1.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear 
at   places   of   public   amusement,    viz. : 

'Maria  Paiporello,  Jordan  Hall,  May  21 ;  Lilla 
Viles  Wyiman,  Repertory  Theatre,  June  7 ; 
Ruth  M.  MeShane,  Municipal  Building,  South 
Boston,  June  7 ;  Mildred  Davenport,  Jordan 
Hall,  May  24, — recommending  that  leave  be 
granted   under   usual   conditions. 

Report  accepted  ;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  authorizing  Commissioner  of 
Institutions  to  sell  at  public  auction  eight 
horses,  six  wagons  and  various  stable  equip- 
ment at  Long  Island  Hospital,  for  an  upset 
price  of    $2,000 — that   same   ought   to   pass. 

Report  accepted  ;  said  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  ordinance  concerning  Water 
Income  Division  of  Public  Works  Department 
(referred  today) — that  same  ought  not  to  pass, 
without  prejudice. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on  the  rejection  of  the  order. 

iCoun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  some  sixteen 
months  ago — of  course,  I  realize  that  half  the 
members  of  the  present  Council  were  not 
members  of  this  Body  at  that  time,  but  I  can 
remember  it — a  special  committee  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Mayor  to  look  into  the  ad- 
visability of  increasing  the  fees  of  the  City 
of    Boston,    and    I    can    remember    that    when 


that  committee  came  before  us,  I  made  a 
statement  that  all  the  Boston  newspapers 
printed,  although  a  number  of  members  of 
the  Council  doubted  the  statement.  I  said 
that  on  the  notice  to  storekeepers,  for  ex- 
ample, it  would  appear  "By  action  of  the  City 
Council  the  license  fee  has  been  raised."  A  lot 
of  members  olf  the  City  Council  at  that  time 
laughed  at  me.  I  made  the  same  statement 
in  executive  today  that  I  made  at  that  time, 
and  which  appeared  in  every  Boston  news- 
paper, and  it  has  been  definitely  stated  re- 
cently by  Public  Works  Commissioner  Hyland 
that  if  this  ordinance  were  passed  he  would 
enforce  it  to  the  full  extent  of  the  law,  and 
that  water  would  be  shut  off  in  four  or  five 
days  or  whatever  the  language  of  the  ordinance 
provided  for.  And  if  this  is  passed,  I  will 
say  that  on  top  of  every  bill  it  will  appear 
that  this  is  done  "By  action  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil," so  that  it  will  go  forth  to  the  public 
that  "By  action  of  the  Oity  Council  we  Will 
have    to   shut  off   your   water." 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  in  the 
ordinance  in  its  present  form  I  think  there 
are  contained  certain  provisions  that  are  very 
acceptable  and  that  would  work  a  benefit  in 
the  operation  of  the  Water  Division  for  those 
who  are  consumers.  I  feel  that  waiver  of  the 
charge  would  be  beneficial  and  that  the  con- 
solidation of  all  the  work  in  one  department 
would  be  beneficial,  that  there  are  certain 
things  that  would  be  of  value.  I  believe  that 
the  ordinance  would  not  in  any  sense  alter 
the  workings  of  the  Water  Division  of  the 
City  of  Boston.  But  I  do  think  that  this 
ordinance  should  be  revised  and  again  pre- 
sented  to  the  City   Council. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON— Mr.  President,  I  feel 
that  we  did  not  have  the  entire  story.  We 
had  a  story  from  the  Mayor  and  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  as  to  what  the 
result  would  be  if  we  passed  the  ordinance, 
but  did  not  understand  what  the  procedure 
of  the  department  would  be  in  the  matter 
of  shutting  off  water,  whether  it  would  be 
shut  off  more  quickly  than  before.  So  I 
think,  in  order  to  get  all  the  information 
about  the  matter,  we  should  have  the  officials 
dealing  with  it  before  us  in  executive  session. 
I  don't  think  we  shall  understand  it  unless 
we   do   have   them    before   us. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  think 
we  all  realize  that  we  have  certain  responsi- 
bilities and  duties  that  go  with  our  position 
as  City  Councilors.  This  may  be  one  of 
the  things  that  we  should  vote  for.  And 
it  is  encouraging  to  know  that  for  the  past 
year  the  Water  Division  has  shown  a  hand- 
some profit,  and  that  it  is.  anticipated  that 
after  this  ordinance  is  passed,  it  will  show 
an  additional  profit.  But,  taking  a  district 
like  mine,  and  realizing  that  a  great  many  of 
the  people,  perhaps  80  per  cent  at  least,  are 
tenants  who  have  no  responsibility  in  regard 
to  paying  the  water  bills,  and  that  when 
tile  owner  does  not  pay  a  bill  it  is  the  tenant 
who  suffers,  that  to  the  owner  who  probably 
does  not  live  on  the  premises  it  does  not 
mean  a  thing,  I  feel  that  some  thought 
should  be  given  to  the  ordinance  before  final 
passage.  The  owner  might  very  well  Bay 
to  the  tenant,  if  the  bill  was  not  paid,  "I  am 
very  sorry,  but  I  am  acting,  under  an  ordi- 
nance passed  by  the  Gity  Council,  saying  that 
the  water  is  to  be  shut  off  if  I  do  not  pay 
the  bill,  and  I  cannot  pay  the  bill  at  the 
present  time."  It  may  be  that  there  are 
some  good  points  about  ihe  proposed  ordinance, 
but  it  should  be  at  least  thoroughly  con- 
sidered from  all  angles  before  passage.  We 
are  told  that  the  division  has  made  a  hand- 
some profit,  which  sounds  good,  but  God 
knows  we  should  not  show  a  large  profit 
in  any  city  department  in  a  matter  concern- 
ing the  necessities  of  life.  And,  of  course, 
if  there  is  any  hardship  in  the  enforcement 
of  the  ordinance,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  City  Council  will  have  to  bear  the  burden 
later  on.  We  will  be  blamed  for  the  law 
if  we  vote  for  it.  As  I  say.  if  certain  parts 
of  the  ordinance  were  before  us,  I  would 
vote  for  them.  Bui  there  are  other  things 
to     be     considered,     and     we     should     not     act 
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hastily.  I  say,  let  us  understand  just  what 
the  whole  thing  means.  I  trust  that  at  the 
present   time    the   ordinance   will    be   killed. 

The  ordinance  was  rejected,  without  preju- 
dice. 

4.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  transfer  within  appro- 
priations of  Penal  Institutions  Department 
for  pensioning  of  employees — that  same  ought 
to    pass. 

Report  accepted ;  said  order  passed,  yeas 
18,    nays   0. 


CONFIRMATION     OF     EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  called  up,  under 
unfinished  business,  Nos.  2  and  3  on  the 
calendar,   viz. : 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  April  29,  1940,  of  the  following- 
named  to  be  Constables  authorized  to  serve 
civil  process  upon  filing  bonds,  viz.:  Bert 
Oppenheim,  John  J.  Miller,  Louis  Budd, 
William  Galley,  Arthur  M.  Bolt,  Jacob  Gold- 
berg, Myers  Rosenberg,  John  A.  PulsineUi, 
William    H.    Cumin,    Jr.,    Anthony    J.    Kastick. 

3.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  April  29,  1940,  of  Theron  Brdggs, 
to    be    a    Weigher    of    Goods. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask 
if  it  would  be  possible  to  have  No.  1  acted 
upon   at    the   same   time? 

President  GALVIN — If  tliere  is  no  objection, 
Nos.  1,  2  and  3  will  be  taken  up  at  the 
same    time. 

No.    1    on    the   calendar    is    as    follows : 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  April  15,  1940,  of  Francis  W. 
Gildea  to  be  a  Constable  authorized  to  serve 
civil   process   upon   riling   bonds. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Coffey  and  Lyons.  Whole  num- 
ber of  ballots  17 ;  yes  17,  no  0,  and  the 
appointments    were    confirmed. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
submitted    the    following: 

Report  on  petitions  for  driveway  openings — 
that   leave   be    granted,    viz. : 

Arthur  F.  Phinney  (referred  April  22), 
48    and    50    Spring    street,    Ward    20. 

Superintendent  of  Construction,  Depart- 
ment of  School  Buildings  (referred  April 
29),    61    Fayette    street. 

Irene  Craig  (referred  today),  549  Hunting- 
ton   avenue,    Ward    4. 

Maggio  Ice  Company,  Inc.  (referred  todav) 
S7    Kemble   street,    Ward    8. 

Report  accepted ;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


ESTABLISHMENT     OF     FLOATING     HOS- 
PITAL. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  trustees  of  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  conduct  a  survey 
to  determine  the  advisability  of  establishing 
a  floating  hospital  for  the  poor  and  needy 
ill    of    the    City    of    Boston. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  in  presenting 
this  order,  I  do  not  lose  sight  of  the  good 
work  done  for  and  the  aid  furnished  to  the 
poor  and  needy  citizens  of  Boston  by  our 
health  units  and  hospitals.  But  I  do  feel 
that  a  floating  hospital  will  be  of  great  benefit 
to  the  poor  and  under-nourished  children  of 
the  citizens  of  Boston.  It  will  be  one  step 
further  in  the  good  work  that  the  City  of 
Boston  is  doing  to  help  the  poor  and  the 
needy.  It  will  give  a  chance  to  the  sick 
and  the  under-nourished  to  get  back  their 
health.     I   understand   that  the   City  of   Boston 


owns  Rainsford  Island,  and  it  may  be  that 
recreation  facilities  could  be  installed  there 
for  the  poor  and  needy  of  Boston,  so  that 
they  could  obtain  that  great  requisite,  a 
sound  mind  in  a  sound  body.  I  trust,  there- 
fore, that  the  Council   will   pass  this   order. 

The   order   was    passed    under   suspension   of 
the    rule. 


COLLECTION  OF  GARBAGE,  WARD  3. 

Coun.    RUSSO    offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  instruct  the  Division  Engineer  of 
the  Sanitary  Department  to  make  an  ad- 
ditional weekly  collection  of  garbage  in  the 
South    End    district    of    Ward    3. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  have  received 
many  complaints  in  the  last  few  weeks  to  the 
effect  that  in  the  South  End  district  of  Ward 
3  there  is  only  one  garbage  collection  a 
week.  I  am  sure,  therefore,  that  that  sec- 
lion  would  greatly  benefit  by  the  collection 
of  garbage  twice  a  week.  As  you  pass 
through  tliere,  you  will  frequently  see  that 
garbage  is  thrown  all  over  the  street,  and 
when  children  are  playing  on  the  street,  it 
naturally  endangers  their  health  and  their 
life.  Therefore,  I  hope  that  the  order  will 
pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the   rule. 


DUST    ABATEMENT.     WARD    3. 

Coun.    RUSSO    offered    the   following: 

Ordered.  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  purchase  a  water  sprinkler  for  the 
purpose  of  dust  abatement  on  the  streets  of 
Ward   3. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  for  some  time 
in  my  district  I  have  noticed  that  the  streets 
have  not  been  properly  flushed.  Naturally, 
it  is  a  very  congested  area,  where  we  have 
many  children,  and  where  the  streets  axe  not 
properly  sprinkled  there  is  a  menacing  ac- 
cumulation of  dirt.  I  trust,  therefore,  that 
the  City  of  Boston  will  buy  the  necessary 
apparatus  so  that  the  dust  may  be  held  down 
and  the  children  may  enjoy  themselves  with- 
out  this   danger. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the   rule. 


LEASE    TO    JAMES    E.    WELCH    POST. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Puhlic 
Buildings.  City  of  Boston,  be  authorized, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  lease  to  the 
James  E.  Welch  Post  No.  56,  A.  L.,  for  a 
post  headquarters  in  the  building  located  at 
46  Joy  street,  Ward  3,  for  a  period  of  five 
years   for  a   nominal  sum. 

Referred    to    the    Executive    Committee. 


TRAFFIC    LIGHTS,    WARD    3. 

Coun.   RUSSO   offered    the   following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Traffic    Commissioner   be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the   Mayor,    to 
install   traffic   lights  at  the  corner  of   Harrison 
avenue   and    Broadway,    Ward    3. 

Passed    under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


REPAIRS.  MICHAEL  J.  BROPHY  PARK. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
arrange  for  the  immediate  repair  of  benches 
at  Michael  J.  Brophy  Park  in  the  Jeffries 
Point   section    of   East    Boston. 

Passed    under  suspension   of   the   rule. 
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BENCHES,  AIRPORT  FIELD,  EAST 
BOSTON. 

Coun.  COPFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
arrange  for  the  installation  of  benches  for 
women  and  children  on  the  Airport  field  at 
East  Boston. 

Passed   under  suspension   of   the   rule. 


HEALTH    CONDITIONS,    CIRCUS. 

Coun.   COFFEY  offered  the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Health  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
immediately  investigate  health  conditions  at 
the  Boston  Garden  where  the  Ringling  Brothers 
CirCus  is  being  held,  particularly  relating  to 
employees  of  the  circus,  with  a  view  to  pre- 
venting the  spread  of  any  communicable  dis- 
ease that  may   exist  there. 

Coun.  COFFEY— (Mr.  President,  a  few  weeks 
ago,  before  the  circus  came  to  town,  I  re- 
ceived1 letters  on  this  matter  from  people  all 
over  the  city,  including  my  own  district.  As 
the  order  reads,  the  intention  ds  to  investigate 
health  conditions  at  the  Garden  where  the  cir- 
cus is  being  held,  with  an  examination  of  the 
employees  of  the  circus,  having  in  view  pre- 
vention of  the  spread  of  any  communicable 
disease  that  may  exist  there.  There  are  dan- 
gers to  which  I  could  refer  in  regard  to  em- 
ployees of  the  circus  that  are  perhaps  too 
strong  to  merition  on  this  floor,  and  I  doulbt 
very  much  if  the  newspapers  would  carry  the 
true  statements  that  might  be  made.  This  is 
a  question  that  arises  every  time  when  a 
circus  comes  to  Boston.  In  the  old  days  the 
circuses  were  held  outside  the  center  of  the 
city,  and  conditions  in  many  respects  were 
different  from  what  they  are  today.  In  those 
'days  children  ware  invited  to  go  and  enjoy 
themselves,  but  the  circus  today  seems  to  be 
run  in  a  different  way.  Many  things  con- 
nected with  it  are  questionable,  and  I  think 
will  bear  close  examination.  In  the  matter  of 
invitations  to  children,  I  hold  in  my  hand 
a  letter  from  a  teacher  in  my  district  who 
says : 

"A  class  of  children  at  this  school  is  eager 
to  go  to  the  circus.  Needless  to  say,  there 
are  no  funds  for  such  an  excursion.  I  thought 
of  my  City  Councilor  and  decided  to  ask  for 
a  suggestion  from  you.  Are  there  special 
rates  for  children  attending  in  groups  with 
permission  from  the  school  authorities  ?  Do 
such  things  as  'passes'  circulate?  The 
children's  ages  range  from  eight  to  twelve. 
There  are  fourteen  children  in  my  class.  Tt 
is   a   special    class." 

I  went  to  the  Garden  and  asked  somebody 
in  authority, — I  will  not  call  him  a  gentleman, 
— and  he  said  No,  that  if  the  privilege  were 
granted  in  that  case,  others  would  ask  for  the 
same  privilege.  Then  I  asked  if  they  wouldn't 
cut  the  price  down  from  75  cents  to  a  lower 
figure,_  and  that  I  myself  would  take  up  a 
collection  in  the  neighborhood,  so  that  the 
children  could  go  to  the  circus.  But  that 
request  was  refused  outright.  A  few  years 
ago  when  circuses  came  to  Boston,  thousands 
of  free  tickets  were  issued  so  that  children 
could  see  the  circus.  But  those  days  seem 
to  have  gone  by.  I  am  opposed  to  the  eircus, 
Mr.  President,  and  next  year  I  propose  to 
introduce  an  order  aslcing  the  Mayor  to  pre- 
vent its  coming  here.  We  don't  know  any- 
thing about  the  habits  or  the  physical  con- 
dition of  these  people,  the  disorders  they  have, 
all  that  sort  of  thing ;  and  I  am  convinced 
from  letters  I  have  received  recently  that  some 
Of  those  employees  should  be  examined  by 
physicians  of  the  Board  of  Health  so  that 
people  going  to  the  circus  will  not  be  placed 
in  danger.  Next  year  I  shall  introduce  an 
order  to  keep  the  circus  out  entirely.  The  poor 
of  our  city  certainly  cannot  afford  to  pay  even 
the  minimum  price  that  is  charged  to  see  the 
circus  as  it  should  be  seen,  and  I  trust  that 
my   order    will   pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


INVESTIGATION    OF    BEANO    GAMES. 

Coun.    GHAlSE  offered   the  following: 

Whereas,  There  have  been  persistent  rumors 
of  racketeers  controlling  many  Beano  games 
in   Suffolk   County ;   and 

Whereas,  The  General  Laws  of  the  Com- 
monwealth provide  that  only  charitable  and 
religious  societies,  etc.,  shall  sponsor  these 
games  ;    and 

Whereas,  The  General  Laws  provide  that 
these  games  shall  be  legal,  provided  that  the 
proceeds  are  solely  given  to  charity,  etc. ;  there- 
fore,   be    it 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council 
favors  the  immediate  investigation  by  the 
Attorney-General's  office  of  all  Beano  games 
conducted  in   Suffolk   County. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  this  is 
practically  the  same  resolution  that  I  have 
introduced  quite  a  number  of  times  for  in- 
vestigation of  Beano  games.  Some  of  the 
councilors  have  believed  that  the  Finance 
Commission  did  not  have  this  authority,  and 
have  voted  against  the  resolution.  When 
shown  that  the  Finance  Commission  did  have 
authority,  nevertheless  they  voted  against  it 
just  the  same.  I  also  requested  the  passage 
of  an  order  along  the  lines  of  this  resolution, 
but  I  was  voted  out  of  order  on  the  ground 
that  the1  City  Council  did  not  have  the  right 
to  request  the  Attorney-General  to  do  such  a 
thing.  We  all  know  that  on  many  other 
occasions  the  City  Council  has  gone  on  record 
voicing  its  opinion  in  favor  of  a  certain 
measure  and  as  appealing  to  the  Governor's 
office  and  the  Attorney-General's  office,  among 
others.  I  feel  that  if  we  are  going  to  control 
these  Beano  games  in  Boston,  something  should 
be  done  about  it.  The  General  Laws  provide 
that  these  games  shall  be  lawful,  provided  the 
proceeds  shall  go  for  charitable  and  certain 
other  purposes.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  this 
Body  will  see  fit  to  pass  this  resolution,  as  it 
deals  with  a  matter  which  has  become  a  public 
nuisance  in  Boston.  Thousands  of  people  in 
Boston  Would  like  to  know  the  truth  of  the 
situation,  and  the  only  way  to  ascertain  it  is 
by   having   a   good,   thorough    investigation. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  the  reason 
why  I  get  up  here  today  is  because  I  am  darned 
-slick  and  tired  of  listening  to  Chase  on  Beano. 
I  introduced  an  order  here,  a  real  order,  to 
allow  Beano  games  in  the  city  to  give  a  top 
prize  of  $100,  so  that  Beano  fans  might  play 
in  Boston  and  spend  their  money  here,  in- 
stead of  going  outside  to  do  so.  I  also  re- 
ferred to  the  falct  which  'was  brought  out  by 
Councilor  Chase,  that  welfare  recipients  were 
spending  their  money  here  on  Beano,  that 
probably  they  did  so  spend  a  dollar  now  and 
then.  The  councilor  from  the  Back  Bay  ob- 
jected to  that.  He  wants  these  poor  ladies  bo 
sit  home  and  bite  their  finger  nails  and  thinly 
-of  their  troubles  and  shorten  their  lives  for 
several  years.  This  is  a  matter  that  must  be 
handled  with  courage,  Mr.  President,  and 
thank  God  that  my  father  and  mother  gave 
me  the  courage  to  carry  on  when  such  ques- 
tions arise.  Several  years  ago  I  offered  a  bill 
to  deal  with  the  disorderly  conditions  that 
have  sometimes  accompanied  these  games  in 
the  past,  not  in  my  district,  but  especially  in 
the  Back  Bay  of  Boston.  I  named  at  that 
time  everybody  involved.  We  had  an  ex- 
ecutive meeting  here  only  last  week.  I  am 
ashamed  to  say  this,  because  the  gentleman 
from  the  Back  Bay  is  a  brother  Eagle  of  mine. 
But  the  gentleman  said,  "I  know  the 
racketeers,  but  T  am  afraid  to  name  them  lie- 
cause  of  their  connection  with  the  underworld." 
I  say  that  that  gentleman  should  not  be  n 
public  official  or  hold  public  office.  Any 
gentleman  who  is  elected  to  the  City  Council 
or  to  other  public  office  and  says.  "I  know 
who  the  racketeers  are.  but  I  don't  dare  to 
.name  them,"  should  not  be  in  public  office. 
I  say  that  if  the  gentleman  knows  thoso 
racketeers  he  should  name  them.  It  is  sui-h 
fenr  as  this  gentleman  shows  in  executive  that 
Mlows  those  people  to  get  where  they  are. 
I  never  have  hoon  afraid,  and.  thank  Ond,  T 
n ever  will  be.  When  it  comes  to  fear  of  the 
underworld,  nobody  can   point  the  finger  at  mc. 
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Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I,  too,  have 
become  tired  of  listening  to  a  man  in  this 
Body  who  has  apparently  had  a  lot  of  ex- 
perience in  these  matters,  and  I  wish  to  com- 
ment briefly  on  many  things  I  have  had  to 
listen  to  from  him.  It  was  the  gentleman  from 
East  Boston  himself  (Conn.  Coffey)  not  long 
ago  who  referred  to  racketeers  in  Revere  who 
were  fliimflamming  the  public,  that  they  had 
the  men  who  were  picked  to  win  the  $100 
prize.  He  told  the  members  of  the  Body  about 
irregularities  going  on  in  Suffolk  County. 
Let  me  say  that  I  am  not  afraid  of  the 
racketeers,  and  I  am  not  afraid  of  any  man 
in  this  Body  or  any  other  person  in  Boston. 
I  have  nobody  to  be  afraid  of,  especially  the 
racketeers.  But  I  do  say  that  there  aire  many 
men  in  this  Body  who  are  afraid  of  the  rack- 
eteers, and  that  is  why  rthey  fear  to  have  an  in- 
vestigation. Why  don't  they  aid  me  in  this 
move?  But  continually  I  have  been  ruled 
out  of  order.  Continually  in  executive  session 
when  I  asked  for  an  opinion  that  we  as  a  law- 
making body  are  entitled  to,  I  have  been 
stopped ;  and  I  say  that  the  time  will  come 
when  we  will  have  an  investigation  and  when 
more  than  one  man  will  hang  his  head  in 
shame. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  am  one  who 
has  been  opposed  to  these  investigations,  it 
has  been  intimated  that  racketeers  have  been 
linked  up  with  fraternal  organizations.  I 
make  the  statement  right  now  that  if  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase)  who 
presents'  these  orders  in  the  Council  will  name 
one  racketeer,  I   will  vote  for  his  investigation. 

Coun.   CHASE — Mr.   President. 

President  CALVIN — The  resolution  will  be 
referred   to   Executive. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unan- 
imous consent  to  make  a  statement.  (No 
objection.)  If  we  have  in  Boston  a  city  which 
is  governed  by  laws,  and  if  we  have  in  this 
state  a  Commoniwealth  which  is  governed  by 
laws,  when  we  hear  from  reliable  sources  that 
these  laws  are  conspicuously  broken,  and  we 
have  certain  law-enlforcing  agencies  that  are 
supposed  to  enforce  the  law,  why  should  wc 
not  appeal  to  those  law-enforcing  agencies. 
When,  in  addition,  we  find  that  a  Body  such 
as  this  Council  has  on  many  other  occasions, 
on  matters  which  are  picayune  compared  with 
this  matter,  asked  for  an  investigation,  and 
there  has  in  such  cases  been  no  objection,  I 
slay  that  something  is  radically  wrong  when 
objection  is  raised  here.  I  say  that  we  should 
have  an  honest-to-God  investigation  which  will 
positively  enlighten  the  public  in  dealing  with 
this   situation    which    exists    in    the   Body. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  ask  unan- 
imous consent  to  make  a  statement.  (No 
objection.)  I  say  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase)  has  avoided  the  ques- 
tion put  to  him.  to  name  the  racketeers.  The 
gentleman  speaks  of  my  referring  to  condi- 
tions in  Revere,  but  deliberately  avoids  an- 
swering the  question  as  to  racketeers  in  the 
City  of  Boston.  T  don't  know  any  racketeers 
operating  in  Boston  at  the  present  time.  We 
did  have  a  couple  of  store  Beanos  operating 
in  Boston,  but  I  have  succeeded  in  keeping 
my  district  clear  of  anything  questionable  in 
that  line.  Of  course,  we  all  know  of  the  ef- 
forts that  have  been  made  in  the  Republican 
controlled  Legislature  in  the  matter  of  Beano. 
T  have  been  able  to  see  that  these  games  were 
operated  properly  in  my  district,  but  I  under- 
stand that  some  of  those  gentlemen  operating 
Beano,  who  might  be  called  racketeers,  are 
still  operating  in  the  Back  Bav.  Of  course. 
Revere  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  City  of 
Boston.  There  have  been  games  operating 
over  there  with  a  prize  of  $20.  not  $100.  Of 
course,  the  gentleman  from  the  Back  Bav 
does  not  know  how  the  games  are  operated, 
anywav,  because  he  wouldn't  spend  a  dollar 
to  find  out.  I  think  he  might  enjov  it  at 
that,  and  that  it  would  be  better  for  him 
than  sitting  in  the  house  and  thinking  up 
some  publicity  stunts  in  the  City  of  Boston 
in  connection  with  Beano  investigations,  in- 
tended to  embarrass  the  Democratic  members 
here  and  state  office  holders  who  are  members 
of  the  Democratic  party.     I  will  go  further  in 


my  challenge  to  him,  and  say  that  for  every 
one  racketeer  he  will  name  in  Boston  I  will 
name  two.  But  he  hasn't  the  courage  to 
name  one  man  whom  he  claims  is  a  racketeer 
in  Boston,  although  they  are  operating  in  his 
own    ward,    and    he   knows    it. 

Coun.    CHASE — Mr.    President. 

President  GALVIN— The  clerk  will  read 
the     resolutions. 

The  clerk  read  the  resolutions,  which  were 
then    referred    to    the    Executive    Committee. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  I  ask  that 
the  remarks  made  by  Councilors  Chase  and 
Coffey  in  regard  to  Beano  be  stricken  from  the 
records. 

Coun.    COFFEY— Mr.    President,   I   object. 

The    motion    was    declared    lost. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  I  doubt 
the   vote   and   ask    for   a    roll   call. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll,  and  the  motion 
to  strike  from  the  record  was  lost,  yeas  2, 
nays    9  : 

Yeas — Coun.     Hutchinson,    Taylor — 2. 

Nays — Coun.  Care}',  Chase,  Coffey,  Fdsh, 
Hurley.  Kelly,  Linehan,  D.  F.  Sullivan,  M.  H. 
Sullivan — 9. 


CHARLES     E.     MACKEY     CIRCLE. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  SCANNELL  offered 
the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
name  that  area  of  the  Strandway  part  of 
Columbia  road  opposite  G  street,  the  Charles 
E.  Mackey  Circle,  in  memory'  of  the  late 
Charles  E.  Mackey  of  the  Boston  School 
Committee. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  don't 
know  of  a  more  fitting  tribute  that  we  could 
pay  to  the  memory  of  Charles  E.  Mackey, 
of  South  Boston,  a  member  of  the  School 
Committee  and  a  man  who  in  his  profession 
did  more  for  the  people  of  our  district  than 
any  doctor  of  whom  I  know.  Doctor  Mackey, 
as  you  all  know,  served  on  the  School  Board 
and  performed  the  duties  of  his  office  faith- 
fully and  well.  I  feel  that  in  naming  this 
area  Charles  E.  Mackey  Circle  we  are  estab- 
lishing a  fitting  memorial  to  the  life  and 
work   of    Doctor    Mackey. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  I  just 
want  to  add  a  word  to  what  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  has  said.  It  is  certainly  a 
pleasure  to  the  gentlemen  from  Wards  6 
and  7  to  have  this  opportunity  to  take  steps 
to  name  this  area  Charles  E.  Mackey  Circle 
in  memory  of  Doctor  Mackey.  Doctor  Mackey 
was  well  known  all  over  the  City  of  Boston  for 
his  fine,  charitable  work  in  aid  of  the  poor 
and  unfortunate.  I  certainly  hope  that  the 
Council    will    go    along    on    this    order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the     rule. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  ADDITIONAL  PATROL- 
MEN. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  confer  with  the  Police  Commis- 
sioner with  a  view  to  immediately  appoint- 
ing at  least  thirty  additional  patrolmen  to 
the    Police   Department. 

Coun.  CAREY- — Mr.  President,  we  have  read 
in  the  newspapers  in  the  past  ten  days  of  the 
retirement  of  five  or  six  patrolmen  from  the 
Police  Department,  and  up  to  the  present  time 
we  have  heard  nothing  about  those  men  being 
replaced.  This  is  the  sort  of  thing  that  has 
now  been  going  on  for  years.  In  1930  there 
were  2,149  patrolmen  in  the  department,  and 
today  but  1,910,  a  reduction  of  239.  I  shall 
expect  naturally,  the  usual  opposition  from 
those  living  outside  the  city  and  who  may- 
pay  taxes  on  real  estate  in  Boston,  but  who 
are  not  affected  by  a  radical  reduction  in  the 
efficiency  of  our  Police  Department  as  bona 
fide  residents  of  Boston  who  are  affected.  These 
outsiders  who  come  in  from  time  to  time 
and  then  go  back  to  the  places  where  thev 
live  are  continually  telling  us  what  we  should 
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and  should  not  appropriate  money  for,  people 
wlho  are  not  affected  by  a  serious  reduction  in 
the  efficiency  of  our  city  departments,  because 
they  do  not  live  in  this  city.  We  have  heard 
considerable  todlay,  in  another  connection 
but  along  the  same  line,  about  the  dispro- 
portionate amount  required  from  citizens  of 
Boston,  as  compared  with  those  outside  Boston, 
in  meeting  the  deficit  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway,  a  deficit  this  year  of  upwards  of  a 
million  dollars  which  will  he  imposed  upon 
ouir  citizens.  I  have  suggested  in  this  order 
that  at  least  thirty  additional  patrolmen  be 
appointed  to  the  Police  Department.  I  dare 
say  there  should  he  an  increase  of  at  least 
one  hundred  men.  But  the  appointment  of 
thirty  men  will  at  least  give  a  start,  and  it 
can  be  done  for  an  expenditure  of  something 
over  $50,000,  or  slightly  under,  as  a  matter 
of  fact.  We  need  additional  protection  for 
our  school  children  in  going  to  and  from 
school  during  the  day.  Our  streets  also  are 
wide  open  at  night,  when  we  have  repeated 
assaults  on  women,  young  and  old.  We  should 
also  consider  the  little  corner  grocery  men, 
who  have  to  keep  open  at  night  in  order  to 
eke  out  a  meager  existence,  and  who  are  not 
properly  protected  at  the  present  time.  I 
certainly  cannot  understand  why  there  is  any 
delay  in  increasing  the  Police  Department.  I 
hope  the  Mayor  and  the  Police  Commissioner 
will  take  immediate  action  on  this  order,  'so 
that  the  protection  to  which  they  are  properly 
entitled  may   be  afforded  to  our  citizens. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  wish 
to  add  just  a  word.  I  talked  with  the  Police 
Commissioner  today,  and  he  told  me  that  this 
January  list  there  were  about  thirty  retire- 
ments through  deaths  or  resignations.  I  agree, 
therefore,  with  my  colleague,  having  in  mind 
recent  losses  to  the  department,  as  well  as 
similar  losses  that  have  been  taking  place  for 
years,  that  we  should  have  one  hundred  men 
added.  I  believe  that  the  Mayor  and  the 
Police  Commissioner  should  certainly  appoint 
more  men,  for  the  safety  of  our  citizens. 
I  understand  that  a  number  have  been  on  the 
list  waiting  to  go  on  for  the  past  two  years, 
and  that  that  list  is  running  out  some  time  in 
June.  Sq  I  desire  to  add  my  word  to  that  of 
the  councilor  who  has  introduced  the  order, 
trusting  that  the  Mayor  and  the  Police  Com- 
missioner immediately  appoint  at  least  thirty 
additional  patrolmen  to  the  department,  as 
God   knows   we  certainly   need   them. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the    rule. 


TRAFFIC     LIGHTS,      CITY      HOSPITAL 
ENTRANCES. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
arrange  for  the  installation  of  a  traffic  signal 
light  on  Albany  street,  opposite  the  entrance 
to  the  Ambulance  Station  and  also  the  ac- 
cident entrance  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital. 
Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


PENCE,    FORT    POINT    CHANNEL, 
WARD    8. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  erect  a  suitable  fence  on  Massa- 
chusetts avenue,  at  the  Fort  Point  Channel, 
Ward     8. 

Passed   under  suspension  of   the  rule. 


SUNDAY    SPORT    LICENSES. 
Coun.     TAYLOR     submitted     the    following: 

An    Ordinance    Concerning    Sunday    Sports 

Licenses. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the   City  Council  of  Boston, 

as    follows  : 

Section   1.    Chapter  one  of   the   Ordinances 

of  1929,  concerning  professional  outdooT  sports 


on  the  Lord's  Day,  as  amended  by  chapter 
one  of  the  Ordinances  of  19<31  and  chapters 
one  and  two  of  the  Ordinances  of  1935,  is 
hereby  further  amended  in  section  one  by 
inserting  after  the  word  "games"  in  the  third 
line  of  said  section  the  words  "or  indoor 
hockey   or    indoor   basketball    games." 

Section  2.  Chapter  one  of  the  Ordinances 
of  1929,  as  amended  by  chapter  one  of  the 
Ordinances  of  19@1  and  chapters  one  and 
two  of  the  Ordinances  of  19(55,  is  hereby 
further  amended  in  clause  four  of  section  one 
thereof  by  inserting  after  the  word  "games" 
at  the  end  of  the  third  line  thereof  the 
words,  "or  indoor  hockey  or  indoor  basket- 
ball   games." 

Section  3.  Chapter  one  of  the  Ordinances 
of  1929  is  hereby  amended  in  section  one  by 
striking  out  clauses  5,  6,  7  and  8  set  forth 
in  chapters  one  and  two  of  the  Ordinances 
of  1935,  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the 
following : 

5.  The  license  fee  for  any  privately  owned 
park,  field  or  place  to  be  used  for  outdoor 
athletic  sports  on  the  Lord's  Day  for  the 
term  or  any  part  thereof  beginning  March 
IS  and  ending  with  October  10  in  each  year 
shall  be  $1,000  where  the  seating  capacity 
is  20,000  persons  or  more ;  $500  where  the 
seating  capacity  is  10,000  to  20,000 ;  and  for 
the  term  or  any  part  thereof  beginning  Oc- 
tober 11  and  ending  with  M'arch  14  the  fee 
shall  be  one-half  the  amount  set  forth  in 
the    foregoing    schedule    in    each    case. 

6.  The  license  fee  for  any  building  or 
premises  to  be  used  for  indoor  hockey  games 
or  indoor  basketball  games  on  the  Lord's  Day 
for  the  term  or  any  part  thereof  beginning 
October  20  and  ending  with  April  20  shall 
be  $500  where  the  seating  capacity  is  10.000 
persons  or  more;  $250  where  the  Beating 
capacity  is  5,000  to  10,000  persons  ;  and  $100 
where  the  seating  capacity  is  less  than  5,000 
persons  ;  and  for  the  term  or  any  part  thereof 
beginning  April  21  and  ending  with  October 
19  the  fee  shall  be  one-half  the  amount  Bet 
forth  in  the  foregoing  schedule  in  each  case. 

Referred    to    the    Committee    on    Ordinances. 


BROKEN  GLASS,  WARD   13. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  De  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
remove  broken  glass  from .-  the  park  at  the 
foot  of  Grampian  way  and  Savin  Hill  ave- 
nue,   Ward    13. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the  rule. 


ARC    LIGHT,    DORCHESTER    AVENUE, 
WARD    13. 

Coun.     HUTCHINSON     offered     the    follow- 
ing : 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  an  arc  light  on  Dorchester 
avenue,  between  Victoria  and  Pearl  streets, 
Ward  13. 
Passed    under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


AMiBULANCE,  DORCHESTER  DISTRICT. 
Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hos- 
pital be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  consider  the  advisability  of  assign- 
ing an  ambulance  to  the  Dorchester  district, 
to  be  garaged  at  one  of  the  police  stations, 
in  order  that  it  may  be  available  for  immediate 
use  in  the  event  of  an  accident  or  other 
emergency. 

Passed   under  suspension   of   the  rule. 
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RONAN    PARK,    WARD    15. 

Coun.    KELLY   offered   the  following: 
Ordered,      That     the      Park     Commissioner, 
through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    be    requested 
to    immediately    repair    all   the   broken   benches 
on   Ronan   Park,   Ward   15,   in   Dorchester. 
Passed   under  suspension  of   the  rule. 


ROPING    OFF    STREETS. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  au- 
thorized to  rope  off  streets  along  the  route 
of  the  Dorchester  Day  parade  on  June  first, 
the  expense  of  same  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Ropes,  Flags  and  Stakes. 
Passed   under  suspension   of    the   rule. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  BERTRAND  RUSSELL. 

Coun.  GOODE  and  FISH  offered  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Boston 
City  Council  do  hereby  oppose  the  appoint- 
ment of  Bertrand  Russell  to  the  faculty  of 
Harvard    University. 

Referred    to    Committee    on    Rules. 

Later   in   the  session    Coun.    GOODE   said: 

Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
make  a  statement.  (No  objection.)  I  am 
aware  that  the  youthful  president  of  Harvard 
is  perhaps  the  greatest  progressive  liberal  in 
the  country  today.  But  under  the  cloak  of 
liberalism  and  academic  freedom  many  sins 
are  co'mmi'tted.  This  appointment  of  Bertrand 
Russell  is  a  matter  that  should  concern  every 
person  in  the  city.  It  puts  Mr.  Russell  and 
his  doctrines  of  free  love  in  a  position  where 
he  can  greatly  influence  the  youth  of  our  city. 
I  sincerely  hope  that  the  members  of  the 
Boston  City  Council  will  not  countenance  this 
appointment. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN^Mr.  President, 
we  all  know  that  we  have  Harvard  men  to 
thank  for  many  fine  things,  and  we  all  have 
vividly  in  mind,  I  know,  the  recent  action  of 
a  member  of  our  own  Body  (Coun.  Shattuck) 
who  at  that  time  took  action  Which  carried 
out  the  best  traditions  of  Harvard.  We  all 
remember  how  the  action  of  that  son  of 
Harvard  was  applauded  at  that  time.  But  we 
have  also  seen  recently  an  action  of  another 
sort,  where  Bertrnd  Russell  was  appointed 
to  the  faculty  of  Harvard  University.  I  feel 
that  that  appointment  is  certainly  one  that 
moist  be  condemned.  It  is  entirely  inconsistent 
with  the  high  ideals  of  Eliot  and  Lowell  that 
Harvard  University  should  have  on  its  teach- 
ing staff  a  man  Whbse  appointment  must 
bring  the  blush  of  shame  to  the  cheeks  not 
only  of  Harvard  men  but  of  our  countrymen 
everywhere.  It  is  certainly  inconsistent,  as  a 
matter  of  broad  public  policy,  to  spend  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  dollars  annually  to 
eliminate  youthful  indiscretions  and  juvenile 
delinquency  from  our  community,  and  then  to 
stand  idly  by  while  this  great  university  places 
on  its  teaching  staff  a  moral  leper,  who  is 
thus  held  up  prominently  before  the  eyes  of 
the  youth  of  Boston  and  of  the  nation.  I 
wiant  to  congratulate  the  gentlemen  from  Ward 
18  and  Ward  16  (Coun.  Goode  and  Fish)  for 
bringing  before  the  Body  this  resolution.  I 
want  to  congratulate  them  for  the  spirit  they 
manifest  in  endeavoring  to  keep  our  educa- 
tion clean,  and  for  objecting  to  putting  on  the 
Harvard  teaching  staff  a  man  of  the  character 
and    reputation    of   Bertrand   Russell. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President.  I  want  to 
ask  what  they  expect  of  a  university  that 
teaches    its    football    players    how    to    dance? 

The  resolution  stood  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on    Rules. 


WARD    20    IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.    LYONS    offered    the    following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner-   of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 


Mayor,  to  resurface  Emmonsdale  road  with 
smooth  pavement,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan 
of  construction. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  construct  and  install  sidewalks  on 
Baker  street,  from  Spring  to  Centre  streets, 
and  also  Centre  street,  from  Spring  to  Wash- 
ington streets,  Ward  20,  as  W.  P.  A.  projects. 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
study  the  pcssibility  of  establishing  a  play- 
ground in  the  area  bounded  by  Weld  street, 
Church  street,  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars 
Parkway    and    Manthorne    road,    Ward    20. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


VACATIONS,  POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 
Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
include  in  the  vacations  of  members  of  the 
Police  Force  the  additional  two  days  Which 
they  would  be  entitled  to  during  the  regular 
course    of    their    employment. 

Passed    under   suspension   of    the   rule. 


MATRONS.  WARD  20  PLAYGROUNDS. 

Coun.     LYONS    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
assign  a  matron  to  the  Billings  Field  Play- 
ground  and  also  the  Mary  Draper  Playground 
in    West    Roxbury. 

Passed    under   suspension    of    the    rule. 


FIVE-DAY     WEEK    DURING     SUMMER. 

Coun.   M.  H.  and  D.   F.  SULLIVAN  offered 

the  following  : 

Ordered.  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  advisability  of  placing 
all  city  workers  on  a  five-day  week  wherever 
possible    during    the    summer    months. 

Passed    under  suspension   of    the   rule. 


LOCAL    RAILWAY    SITUATION. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing. 

Whereas.  Recent  train  reductions  on  various 
train  lines  in  the  City  of  Boston  will  ultimately 
work  to  the  economic  distress  of  the  city, 
cause  hardship  to  commuters  and  result  in 
further  layoffs  of  local  employables;  therefore 
be   it 

Resolved.  That  every  member  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts delegation  in  Congress  be  requested 
to  confer  with  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  railroad  authorities  for  the  purpose 
of  conducting  a  survey  of  the  local  railway 
situation  and  possibility  of  extending  R.  F.  C. 
assistance  to  local   railway   lines. 

Passed    under   suspension   of    the   rule. 


OCCUPATIONAL   TAX    ON   NON- 
RESIDENTS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
inform  the  City  Council  as  to  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  City  of  Boston  assessing  an 
occupational  tax  on  all  non-residents  of  Boston. 
Passed   under  suspension  of   the  rule. 


MAY    6,     1940. 
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ROSSlEILERJN    ROAD,    WARD    16. 

Coun.    FISH   offered   the   following : 
Ordered,   That  the   Board  of   Street   Commis- 
sioners,  through   his   Honor  the   Mayor,   be  re- 
quested  to  accept  a>nd'  lay  out  Rosselerin  road, 
Ward    16. 

Passed   under   suspension   of    the   rule. 


TRAFFIC     CIRCLE,     DORCHESTER. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Metropolitan  District 
Commission  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  immediately  proceed  to  con- 
struct a  traffic  circle  at  the  junction  of  Old 
Colony  Parkway  and  Freeport  street,  Dor- 
chester, for  which  the  money  has  been  al- 
located. 


Ordered,  That  the  City  of  Boston  give 
permission  to  the  Metropoitan  District  Com- 
mission to  occupy  any  of  its  land  which  lies 
within  the  area  of  the  proposed  traffic  circle 
at  Old  Colony  Parkway  and  Freeport  streets, 
Ward   16,  Dorchester. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


THE     NEXT    MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  TAYLOR  it  was  voted 
that  when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet 
on    Monday,   May   20,    1940,   at   two  p.    m. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  TAYLOR,  at 
5.55  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  May  20,  1940, 
at   two  p.   m. 


CITY    OP    BOSTON     PRINTING     DEPARTMENT 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  May  20,  1940. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  p.  m.,  Presi- 
dent GALVIN  presiding,  and  all  the  members 
present. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY   THE    MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments,  viz.: 

Constables  for  term  of  one  year,  beginning 
with  first  day  of  May,  1940,  with  authority  to 
serve  civil  process  upon  the  filing  of  the  necessary 
bond:  Harold  Ober,  25  Westmore  road.  Ward  14; 
Charles  A.  Wood,  661  East  Fourth  street,  Ward  6. 

Weigher  of  Coal:  Frank  Sirk,  11  Brenton  street, 
Dorchester,  Mass. 

Weighers  of  Goods:  Edward  F.  Barry,  54 
Burroughs  street,  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass.;  John  J. 
Grady,  89  Governors  avenue,  Medford,  Mass.; 
Wesley  Harvey  Frost,  24  Hollis  avenue,  North 
Quincy,  Mass.;  Windsor  P.  Butler,  80  Peter- 
borough street,  Boston,  Mass.;  Ernest  A.  Lam- 
bert, 89A  Laurel  street,  Maplewood,  Mass.; 
Samuel  Weitzman,  71  Hampden  street,  Boston, 
Mass.;  Harold  J.  Ring,  177  Milk  street,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


VETO  OF  DRIVEWAY  OPENING,  KEMBLE 
STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved  and 
without  my  signature  permit  for  driveway  opening 
at  87  Kemble  street. 

In  my  opinion  it  would  be  against  the  general 
interests   of   the   public   to   grant   the   permit   pe- 
titioned for  at  this  particular  location  and  for  this 
reason  I  am  constrained  to  veto  the  permit. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC  CIRCLE,   OLD   COLONY 
PARKWAY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Metropolitan  District  Commission  Assistant 
Secretary  relative  to  your  order  of  May  6,  1940, 
concerning  the  construction  of  a  traffic  circle  at 
the  junction  of  Old  Colony  Parkway  and  Freeport 
street,  Dorchester. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

Metropolitan  District  Commission, 

20  Somerset  Street,  Boston, 

May  15,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — The  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
May  13,  with  the  accompanying  order  of  your 
Honorable  Council  regarding  the  construction  of  a 
traffic  circle  at  the  Old  Colony  Parkway-Free- 
port  street  intersection,  is  acknowledged. 


The  construction  of  a  traffic  circle  at  this  point 
is  to  be  incorporated  in  a  contract  which  also 
contemplates  the  widening  and  reconstruction  of 
Old  Colony  Parkway,  between  Columbia  Circle 
and  the  Dorchester  Bay  Bridge.  The  commission 
has  advertised  for  bids  on  this  work,  will  open 
them  on  May  23  and  will  undoubtedly  make  an 
immediate  award  of  a  contract  if  no  unforeseen 
circumstances  arise,  so  that  an  early  start  of  con- 
struction can  be  anticipated. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Edward  F.   Barry, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


OCCUPATIONAL   TAX   ON    NON- 
RESIDENTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Acting  Corporation  Counsel  relative  to  your 
order  of  May  6,  1940,  concerning  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  City  of  Boston  assessing  an  occupa- 
tional tax  on  all  non-residents  of  Boston. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  May  14,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston, 
Dear  Sir, — This  is  an  answer  to  a  request  of 
the  City  Council  through  you  for  an  opinion  as  to 
the  constitutionality  of  the  City  of  Boston  assess- 
ing an  occupational  tax  on  all  non-residents  of 
Boston. 

The  answer  to  this  and  similar  questions  is 
found  in  a  short  statement  by  the  Supreme  Court 
in  the  case  of  Duffy  vs.  Treasurer  and  Receiver 
General,  234  Mass.  42,  47,  as  follows: 

"Cities  and  towns  have  no  inherent  power  to 
levy  taxes.  They  can  exercise  only  those  powers 
to  tax  which  have  been  delegated  to  them  by  the 
General  Court  as  the  representative  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. They  can  levy  taxes  only  on  the 
property  and  for  the  purposes  established  by  the 
General  Court  acting  within  its  constitutional 
limitations."    - 

As  the  City  of  Boston  has  not  been  authorized 
by  the  General  Court  to  levy  occupational  taxes 
it  has  no  power  to  assess  such  taxes  either  on 
residents  or  non-residents. 

Respectfully, 

W.  J.  Doyle, 
Acting  Corporation  Counsel. 
Placed  on  file. 


SURVEY,   EAST  BOSTON   WATERFRONT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  April  29,  1940,  concerning  the  making  of 
a  survey  of  the  area  along  the  waterfront  section 
of  East  Boston  with  a  view  to  erecting  a  sea  wall, 
or  taking  such  other  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to 
prevent  the  flooding  of  adjacent  properties  by 
exceptionally  high  tides. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

May  20,  1940. 
To  W.  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George  G.   Hyland,   Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:    Survey  of  Area,   Waterfront  Section  of 
East  Boston. 
This  is  in  reference  to  the  following  order  that 
was  passed  in  the  City  Council  on  April  29: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  make  a  survey  of  the  area  along  the  waterfront 
section  of  East  Boston  with  a  view  to  erecting  a 
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sea  wall,  or  taking  such  other  steps  as  may  be 
necessary  to  prevent  the  flooding  of  adjacent 
properties  by  exceptionally  high  tides." 

Department  forces  at  the  present  time  are 
engaged  in  the  construction  of  a  culvert  under 
the  old  roadbed  of  the  Narrow  Gauge  tracks  in 
the  vicinity  of  West  street.  In  the  event  of 
future  abnormal  high  tides,  the  properties  abutting 
Bennington  street  in  the  vicinity  of  this  culvert 
will  be  protected  to  a  certain  extent  from  flooding, 
as  the  culvert  will  provide  for  the  draining  of  the 
low  area  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  roadbed  sub- 
sequent to  the  subsiding  of  the  abnormal  high 
tides. 

It  will  be  impossible,  however,  to  protect  the 
properties  located  on  Thurston  street  from  damage 
due  to  high  tides,  unless  a  sea  wall  is  constructed 
in  the  marshland  in  the  rear  of  said  properties. 
The  construction  of  such  a  wall  would  be  costly 
and,  in  my  opinion,  would  not  be  justified  by  the 
benefits  derived,  as  it  is  only  once  in  every  eight 
or  ten  years  that  the  tide  rises  to  such  a  height  as 
to  cause  damage  to  the  properties  on  the  bay  side 
of  the  street. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  the  residents  object 
more  to  the  annoyance  and  inconvenience  to 
which  they  are  put  by  the  high  run  of  tides  rather 
than  to  the  amount  of  actual  damage  done  to  their 
properties,  as  it  is  my  further  understanding  that 
high  tides  do  not  result  in  a  great  deal  of  damage 
to  these  properties. 

George  G.  Htland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC    SIGNALS,    WOODROW-BLUE 

HILL  AVENUES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  13,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  April  29,  1940,  concerning  the  installation  of 
automatic  traffic  signals  at  the  junction  of  Wood- 
row  avenue  and  Blue  Hill  avenue.  Ward  14. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  May  8,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear     Mr.     Mayor, — This     will     acknowledge 
receipt    of    Council   order   dated    April   29,    1940. 
which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
automatic  traffic  signals  at  the  junction  of  Wood- 
row  avenue  and  Blue  Hill  avenue.  Ward  14." 

There  are  no  funds  available  to  this  commission 
at  present  for  the  installation  of  an  automatic 
traffic  signal  at  this  location. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hicket,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


ARC  LIGHT,  FOX  AND  PERCIVAL  STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  13,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  April  29,  1940,  concerning  the  installation 
of  an  arc  light  at  the  corner  of  Fox  and  Percival 
streets.  Ward  15. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

May  7,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear   Mr.   Doyle, — I  return  herewith   order   in 
City    Council   that   the    Commissioner   of    Public 
Works  install  an  arc  light  at  the  corner  of  Fox 
and  Percival  streets,  Ward  15. 


This  is   a   residential   district   lighted   with  gas 

lamps  and  compares  quite  favorably  with  similar 

areas  and  I  can  see  no  reason  for  the  installation 

of  a  large  electric  lamp  at  the  corner  mentioned. 

Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.  Htland. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


ELECTRIC     LAMPS.      CHILCOTT     PLACE, 
WARD    11. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor.  May  13.  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  April  29,  1940,  concerning  the  substituting 
electric  lamps  for  the  present  gas  lamps  on  Chilcott 
place,  Ward  11. 

Respectfully. 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department. 

May  7,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Dovle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.   Doyle, — I   return   herewith   order  in 
City    Council    that   the    Commissioner   of    Public 
Works   substitute  electric   lamps   for   the   present 
gas  lamps  on  Chilcott  place,  Ward  11. 

Please  be  advised  that  an  order  has  been  given 
to  the  Edison  Company  to  install  two  electric 
lamps  in  Chilcott  place,  to  replace  the  two  existing 
gas  lamps. 

Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.  Htland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


ADDITIONAL  FEDERAL  HOUSING,  SOUTH 
BOSTON. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor.  May  13,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Boston  Housing  Authority  Chairman  relative 
to  your  order  of  April  29.  1940.  concerning  the 
advisability  of  erecting  a  Federal  housing  unit  in 
the  section  known  as  the  lower  end  of  South  Boston. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston. 
Boston  Housing  Authority. 

May  4,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  .1.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — This  will  acknowledge  receipt  of 
your  communication  of  April  29.  1940.  concerning 
the  order  of  the  Honorable  City  Council,  introduced 
at  the  instance  of  Councilors  Scannell  and  Linehan: 
"That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  erecting  a  Federal  housing 
unit  in  the  section  known  as  the  lower  end  of 
South  Boston." 

As  your  Honor  knows,  this  Authority  has  had 
many  communications  sent  to  it  on  this  subject. 
Letters  of  indorsement  on  the  advisability  of  a 
project  in  this  area  have  been  received  from 
Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  Jr..  United  States  Senator, 
John  W.  McCormack,  Representative  in  Congress, 
and  the  Rev.  Francis  P.  Doyle,  Secretary  to  the 
Catholic  Pastors'  South  Boston  Improvement 
Association,  among  others. 

To  you  and  to  all  who  have  inquired,  this 
Authority  has  respectfully  replied  that  as  part 
of  its  duties  it  has  made  itself  thoroughly  familiar 
with  the  situation  which  exists  in  the  area  referred 
to.  It  has  also  advised  those  inquiring  that 
development  of  further  low-rent  housing  in  Boston 
was  dependent  on  the  action  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  in  appropriating  more  money  for 
this  purpose. 

When  such  further  moneys  are  available,  this 
Authority  assures  you  that  it  will  give  all  due 
consideration  to  this  section. 

Respectfully, 
John  A.  Breen,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


MAY     20,     1940. 
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ADDITIONAL    NIGHT    SERVICE,    BOSTON 
ELEVATED. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  13,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  President  and  General 
Manager  relative  to  your  order  of  April  22,  1940, 
concerning  the  running  of  an  additional  train  at 
about  1.15  a.  m.  from  Everett  for  the  convenience 
of  night  workers. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


Boston  Elevated  Railway, 

May  8,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  communication  of 
April  27  in  regard  to  the  suggestion  to  run  an 
additional  train  at  about  1.15  a.  m.  from  Everett 
for  the  convenience  of  night  workers  who  are 
unable  to  make  connection  with  the  last  train, 
this  would  mean  the  rearrangement  of  connections 
on  surface  night  car  routes  as  well;  it  would  reduce 
the  hours  that  the  Maintenance  Department  has 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  structure,  which  now 
is  comparatively  short;  and  in  the  final  analysis 
would  add  $66,000  to  the  cost  of  service  to  be 
included  in  the  deficit. 

Under  present  conditions  the  trustees  have 
directed  me  to  advise  you  that  they  do  not  believe 
this  is  justified. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Edward  Dana, 
President  and  General  Manager. 
Placed  on  file. 


.CULVERT,  BENNINGTON  STREET,  WARD  1. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  13,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  April  29,  1940,  concerning  the  construction  of  a 
culvert  along  Bennington  street,  from  Westbrook 
street  to  Orient  Heights,  Ward  1. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

May  6,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — This  is  in  reference  to  the  following 
order   that   was    passed   in   the   City   Council   on 
April  29: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  construct  a  culvert  along  Bennington 
street,  from  Westbrook  street  to  Orient  Heights, 
Ward  1." 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  department  to  comply 
with  the  provisions  of  the  above-referenced  order. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  to  allow  the  de- 
partment to  construct  a  culvert  under  the  roadbed 
of  the  abandoned  Narrow  Gauge  Railroad,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Westbrook  street,  to  extend  from  the 
westerly  to  the  easterly  side  of  the  old  railroad 
right  of  way. 

In  the  event  of  any  future  abnormal  high  tides 
which  might  cause  the  flooding  of  the  cellars  of  the 
houses  that  are  located  on  Bennington  street,  the 
installation  of  this  culvert  will  allow  the  water  im- 
pounded on  the  westerly  side  of  the  railroad  right 
of  way  to  be  discharged  into  the  harbor  at  low  tides , 
thereby  eliminating  the  possibility  of  a  recurrence 
of  the  unsanitary  and  bothersome  conditions  that 
were  created  by  the  recent  high  tides  which  flooded 
the  cellars  of  the  houses  that  are  located  on  Ben- 
nington street  in  this  vicinity. 

Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALKS,   WARD   20. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  May  6,  1940,  concerning  the  construction  and 
installation  of  sidewalks  on  Baker  street,  from 
Spring  to  Centre  street,  and  also  Centre  street, 
from  Spring  to  Washington  street,  Ward  20,  as 
W.  P.  A.  projects. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works,  Department, 
May  13,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  return  herewith  order  in 
City  Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  construct  and  install  sidewalks  on  Baker 
street,  from  Spring  to  Centre  street,  and  also 
Centre  street,  from  Spring  to  Washington  street, 
Ward  20,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

Relative  to  Centre  street,  this  will  advise  you 
that  this  street  terminates  at  the  Dedham  line 
and  does  not  run  into  Washington  street.  How- 
ever, this  street  will  be  submitted  for  approval  on 
a  W.  P.  A.  project  for  the  installation  of  bitu- 
minous concrete  sidewalks  between  Spring  and 
Grove  streets.  In  regard  to  Baker  street,  from 
Spring  to  Centre  street,  please  be  advised  that  a 
W.  P.  A.  project  will  he  submitted  for  the  installa- 
tion of  bituminous  concrete  sidewalks. 
Very  truly  yours , 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


DEFECTIVE  SIDEWALKS,  WARD  20. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  13,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  April  29,  1940,  concerning  the  arranging 
for  a  W.  P.  A.  project  for  the  repair  of  defective 
sidewalks  in  Ward  20. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston,  - 
Public  Works  Department, 

May  6,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, —  This  is  in  reference  to  the  following 
order  that   was    passed    in   the  City   Council    on 
April  29: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  arrange  for  a  W.  P.  A.  project  for  the  repair 
of  defective  sidewalks  in  Ward  20." 

The  repair  of  defective  sidewalks  is  classified, 
properly,  as  "maintenance  work." 

The  W.  P.  A.  will  not  approve  projects  of  a 
maintenance  nature,  and,  in  view  of  this,  it  is 
impossible  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the 
above-referenced  order. 

Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


W.  P.  A.  PROJECT,  WARD  20   SIDEWALKS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  13,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  April  29,  1940,  concerning  the  arranging 
for  a  blanket  W.  P.  A.  project  for  the  installation 
of  sidewalks  in  Ward  20. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  May  6,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, —  This  is  in  reference  to  the  following 
order   that   was   passed   in    the   City    Council   on 
April  29: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  arrange  for  a  blanket  W.  P.  A.  project 
for  the  installation  of  sidewalks  in  Ward  20." 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  department  to  install, 
with  the  aid  of  the  Work  Projects  Administration, 
sidewalks  in  every  section  of  the  city  where  they 
are  needed. 

It  is  the  further  intention  of  the  department 
not  to  confine  these  activities  to  any  particular 
section,  but  to  distribute  the  work  equitably  to 
every  ward  in  the  city. 

You  may  be  assured  that  under  such  a  program 
Ward  20  will  be  given  its  fair  proportion  of  the 
work. 

Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


STREET  OPENINGS  BY  PUBLIC 
UTILITIES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  13,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  (lie 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  April  15,  1940,  concerning  the  compelling  of  all 
public  service  corporations  who  make  openings 
in  our  streets  to  restore  the  streets  to  their  original 
condition. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

May  6,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk.  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — This  is  in  reference  to  the  following 
order   that    was   passed   in   the   City   Council    on 
April  15: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  compel  all  public  service  corporations 
who  make  openings  in  our  streets  to  restore  the 
streets  to  their  original  condition." 

No  change  has  been  made  by  this  department 
in  the  procedure  that  has  been  in  effect  for  many 
years  in  connection  with  the  restoring  by  public 
service  corporations,  to  their  original  condition,  of 
street  surfaces  over  openings  made  by  said  cor- 
porations. 

In  view  of  this,  there  is  no  necessity  for  taking 
any  action  on  the  above-referenced  order. 
Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


HESSTON  TERRACE,  WARD  13. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  13,   1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 

Public    Works    Commissioner    relative    to    your 

order  of  April  29,  1940,  concerning  the  construction 

of  Hesston  terrace,  Ward  13,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

Respectfully, 

Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.   Doyle, — I  return   herewith   order  in 
City    Council    that   the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  construct  Hesston  terrace,  Ward  13,  as  a 
W,  P.  A.  project. 


This  will  advise  you  that  this  street  was  laid  out 
by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  under  date 
of  July  7,   1939. 

It  was  the  intention  of  this  department  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  construction  of  Hesston  terrace  but, 
at  the  request  of  the  abutting  owners  who  came 
in  and  objected  to  the  construction  of  same,  due 
to  the  cost  involved,  it  was  decided  not  to  go  ahead 
with  the  construction   work. 

Very  truly  yours. 

George     G.     Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK-.    E.VFIELD    STREET, 
WARD    19. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor.  May  13,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  April  29,  1940.  concerning  the  installation 
of  sidewalks  on  Enfield  street.  Ward  19,  under  the 
W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston. 
Public  Works  Department, 
May  6,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

chief  ('Ink.  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear   Mr.    Doyle. — I   return   herewith   order   in 
City    Council    that    the   Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  install  sidewalks  on  Enfield  street.  Ward  19, 
under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Please  be  advised  that  street   will  be  submitted 
for  approval  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project  for  the  installa- 
tion of  bituminous  concrete  sidewalks  this  year. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Ceohge  G.   Hyland. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPAIRS,    RONAX    PARK.    WARD    15. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to  your  order 
of  May  6,  1940.  concerning  the  immediate  repair- 
ing of  all  the  broken  benches  on  Ronan  Park, 
Ward   15.  in  Dorchester. 

Respectfully. 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  14,  1940. 
William  T.  Dovle, 

Chief  Clerk.  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  May  10, 
with  inclosure.  order  from  the  City  Council  that 
broken   benches   on   Ronan   Park,   Dorchester,   be 
repaired. 

Please  be  informed   that  all  broken  benches  in 

the  department  are  being  repaired  as  rapidly  as 

possible,   but  as  we  only  have  four  men  on  this. 

.there  will  be  some  delay  before  the  repairs  can  be 

made. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


BROKEN   GLASS,    WARD    13   PARK. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  May  20,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to  your  order 
of  May  6,  1940,  concerning  the  removal  of  the 
broken  glass  from  the  park  at  the  foot  of  Grampian 
way  and  Savin  Hill  avenue,  Ward  13. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


MAY    20,     1940. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  14,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  May  10, 
with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  that 
the   broken   glass   be   removed   from   the   foot   of 
Grampian  way  and  Savin  Hill  avenue. 

This  area  is  cleaned  every  day  and  the  broken 
glass  is  removed  daily. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


PLAYGROUND,    WARD   20. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Park  Department  Charman  relative  to  your  order 
of  May  6,  1940,  concerning  the  possibility  of 
establishing  a  playground  in  the  area  bounded  by 
Weld  street,  Church  street,  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars  Parkway  and  Manthorne  road,  Ward  20. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  14,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  May  10, 
with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  to 
consider  the  possibility  of  establishing  a  playground 
in  the  area  bounded  by  Weld  street,  Church  street, 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  Parkway  and  Manthorne 
road. 

Please  be  assured  that  a  survey  will  be  made  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment,  but  I  just  want  to 
say  there  is  no  money  available  for  the  purchase 
of  land  for  playground  purposes  at  the  present 
time  in  this  department. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.   Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


ROXBURY;  CROSSING   BRANCH   LIBRARY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Library  Director  relative  to  your  order  of 
April  22,  1940,  concerning  reopening  the  Rox- 
bury  Crossing  Branch  Library  which  was  located 
at  the  corner  of  Ruggles  street  and  Tremont 
street,  Ward  9. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  j.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Library   Department,  May  14,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — To  the  trustees  of  the  Public 
Library  at  their  meeting  on  May  10,  1940,  I  pre- 
sented the  order  adopted  by  the  City  Council  on 
April  22,  1940,  that  the  trustees  of  the  Public 
Library  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  reopen  the  Roxbury  Crossing  Branch 
Library  which  was  located  on  the  corner  of  Ruggles 
street  and  Tremont  street. 

The  matter  was  carefully  considered  by  the 
trustees,  and  I  was  directed  to  reply  on  their  be- 
half that  in  view  of  the  present  financial  condition 
of  the  city  the  need  for  the  utmost  economy  pre- 
vents the  trustees  from  taking  any  action  to  reopen 
the  closed  branch  libraries. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

Milton  E.  Lord,  Director. 
Placed  on  file. 


BENCHES,   EAST  BOSTON  AIRPORT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Park  Department  relative  to  your 


order  of  May  6,   1940,   concerning  the  arranging 
for   the   installation    of   benches   for   women   and 
children  on  the  Airport  field  at  East  Boston. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  14,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  May  10, 
with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  that 
benches  be  installed  for  women  and  children  at  the 
Airport  field  in  East  Boston. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  benches  there — a 
number  of  them  for  the  women  and  children.  A 
survey  will  be  made  by  the  department  as  to  the 
necessity  of  additional  benches. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


MATRONS,  WEST  ROXBURY 
PLAYGROUNDS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to  your  order 
of  May  6,  1940,  concerning  the  assigning  a  matron 
to  the  Billings  Field  Playground  and  also  the 
Mary  Draper  Playground  in  West  Roxbury. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  14,  1940. 
William   T.   Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  May  10, 
with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  that 
matrons  be  assigned  to  Billings  Field  and  Mary 
Draper  Playground. 

Please  be  assured  the  department  will  do  every- 
thing possible  to  comply  with  the  councilor's 
request.  Many  playgrounds  have  to  go  without 
matrons  this  year,  but  I  will  try  and  do  the  best  I 
can  to  take  care  of  the  larger  ones. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


ADDITIONAL  GARBAGE   COLLECTIONS, 
WARD  3. 
The  following  was  received; 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,- — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  May  6,  1940,  concerning  the  instructing 
the  division  engineer  of  the  Sanitary  Depart- 
ment to  make  an  additional  weekly  collection 
of  garbage  in  the  South  End  district  of  Ward  3. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
May  16,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandium  of  May 
10,  1940,  concerning  order  in  Council,  under  date 
of  May  6,  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  instruct  the  division  engineer  of  the  Sanitary 
Department  to  make  an  additional  weekly  collec- 
tion of  garbage  in  the  South  End  district  of  Ward  3." 
I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  arrangements 
have  been  made  to  give  this  district  twice-a-week 
service  on  garbage  collection  in  the  future. 
Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.   Hvi.and, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


M   STREET,   WARD   6. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  13,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relative  to  your 
order  of  April  22,  1940,  concerning  the  resurfacing 
the  roadway  and  installing  of  sidewalks  on  M 
street,  from  East  Sixth  street  to  First  street, 
Ward  6,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
May  6,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  order  in  City 
Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
resurface  the  roadway  and  install  sidewalks  on 
M  street,  from  East  Sixth  street  to  First  street 
Ward  6,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

That  portion  of  the  roadway  between  East  First, 
street  and  East  Broadway  will  be  submitted  for 
approval  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project  for  construction 
this  year.  From  East  Broadway  to  East  Sixth 
street,  I  find,  upon  investigation,  that  there  is  no 
immediate  need  for  resurfacing  of  this  section. 

Relative  to  the  sidewalks,  I  will  have  that  part 
of  the  street  from  East  First  street  to  No.  15  M 
street  submitted  for  approval  on  a  W.  P.  A. 
project  for  the  construction  of  a  bituminous 
concrete  sidewalk. 

Very  truly  yours , 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


DUST   ABATEMENT,   WARD   3. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20.  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  May  6,  1940,  concerning  the  purchasing 
of  a  water  sprinkler  for  the  purpose  of  dust  abate- 
ment on  the  streets  of  Ward  3. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department. 

May  14,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear   Mr.   Doyle, — This   is   in   reference  to   the 
following  order  that  was  passed  in  the  Citv  Council 
on  May  6: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  purchase  a  water  sprinkler  for  the 
purpose  of  dust  abatement  on  the  streets  of  Ward 
3." 

If    budgetary    appropriations    will    permit,     it 
is  the  intention  of  the  undersigned  to  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  the  above-referenced  order. 
Respectfully, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPAIRS,     MICHAEL    J.    BROPHY    PARK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  May  20,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  chairman  of  the  Park  Department  relative  to 
your  order  of  May  6,  1940,  concerning  the  im- 
mediate repair  of  benches  at  Michael  J.  Brophy 
Park  in  the  Jeffries  Point  section  of  East  Boston. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  14,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Cierk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, —  I  have  your  memorandum  of  May  10, 
with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  that 


the  Park  Commission  arrange  for  the  immediate 
repair  of  benches  at  Michael  J.  Brophy  Park  in 
the  Jeffries  Point  section  of  East  Boston. 

Please  be  informed  that  all  broken  benches  in 
the  Michael  J.  Brophy  Park  in  the  Jeffries  Point 
section  of  East  Boston  will  be  repaired  as  rapidly 
as  possible. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC   LIGHTS,  ALBANY   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor.  May  20,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen. —  I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  May  6,  1940,  concerning  the  installation  of  a 
traffic  signal  light  on  Albany  street,  opposite  the 
entrance  to  the  Ambulance  Station  and  also  the 
accident  entrance  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital. 
Respectfully. 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  May  14,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, —  This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order  dated  May  6,  1940,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
arrange  for  the  installation  of  a  traffic  signal  light 
on  Albany  street,  opposite  the  entrance  to  the 
Ambulance  Station  and  also  the  accident  entrance 
of  the  Boston  City  Hospital." 

There  are  no  funds  available  to  this  commission 
for  the  installation   of  traffic   lights  as   requested 
in  this  Council  order.     However,  through  the  erec- 
tion of  signs  and  street  paintings,  a  lane  is  made 
available  to  the   entrance  to  the  Accident  Ward  of 
the  Gity  Hospital,  so  that  ambulances  going  to  and 
from  the  Accident  Ward  have  quick  access. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hiikey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


ARC   LIGHT, 


DORCHESTER   AVENUE, 
WARD    13. 


The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  May  6,  1940,  concerning  the  installation  of  an 
arc  light  on  Dorchester  avenue,  between  Victoria 
and  Pearl  streets,  Ward  13. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

May  14,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Dovle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.   Doyle. — I  return   herewith   order   in 
City    Council    that    the    Commissioner   of   Public 
Works  install  an  arc  light  on  Dorchester  avenue, 
between  Victoria  and  Pearl  streets.  Ward  13. 

I  have  had  this  street  inspected  and  find  that 
there  is  a  large  lamp  at  the  corner  of  Belfort 
street  (opposite  Victoria  street),  another  at  the 
corner  of  St.  William  street  and  another  one 
opposite  Pearl  street. 

In  view  of  the  above  I  regret  to  advise  you  that 
I  can  see  no  reason  for  the  installation  of  additional 
lights  on  this  street. 

Very  truly  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


REMOVAL   OF  PAVING    BLOCKS. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  Mav  20,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I   transmit   herewith   letter   from 
the  President  and  General  Manager  of  the  Boston 
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Elevated  Railway  relative  to  your  order  of  April  22, 
1940,  concerning  the  removal  of  paving  blocks  in 
the  roadway  in  the  vicinity  of  Dudley  and  Wash- 
ington streets. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway, 

May  16,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  your  letter  of  April  27 
relative  to  order  of  the  City  Council  concerning 
the  removal  of  paving  blocks  in  the  roadway  in 
the  vicinity  of  Dudley  and  Washington  streets, 
which  are  said  to  be  creating  a  traffic  hazard, 
effort  has  been  made  to  see  Councilor  Sullivan, 
who  introduced  the  order,  to  ascertain  exactly 
what  he  has  in  mind,  but  he  is  ill  and  cannot  be 
seen. 

On  Dudley  street,  between  Washington  and 
Warren  streets,  there  are  320  square  yards  of 
wood  block  pavement  installed  at  the  request  of 
the  city;  695  square  yards  of  granite  block  pave- 
ment and  75  square  yards  of  vitrified  brick  pave- 
ment for  which  the  railway  is  responsible.  The 
wood  block  pavement  is  in  poor  condition,  the 
granite  block  pavement  is  in  good  condition  and 
the  vitrified  brick  pavement  is  in  fair  condition. 
We  assume  that  the  order  relates  to  the  wood  block 
pavement. 

It  is  our  intention  to  make  some  repairs  to  the 
track  special  work  at  the  junction  of  Washington 
and  Dudley  streets;  Dudley  street  at  the  west 
incline  to  the  terminal  and  at  Dudley  and  Warren 
streets.  When  these  special  work  repairs  are 
made  the  wood  block  and  vitrified  brick  pavement 
will  be  replaced  with  other  pavement  of  a  kind 
satisfactory  to  Commissioner  Hyland. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Edward  Dana, 
President  and  General  Manager. 

Placed  on  file. 


AMBULANCE,     DORCHESTER     DISTRICT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Boston  City  Hospital  relative  to  your  order  con- 
cerning the  advisability  of  assigning  an  ambulance 
to  the  Dorchester  district. 

Respectfully, 
Matjrice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Hospital  Department,  May  17,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — At  a  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  held  today,  the  following  order  of  the 
City  Council  was  presented: 

"Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  assigning  an  ambulance 
to  the  Dorchester  district,  to  be  garaged  at  one  of 
the  police  stations,  in  order  that  it  may  be  avail- 
ble  for  immediate  use  in  the  event  of  an  accident 
or  other  emergency." 

The  trustees  do  not  deem  such  a  procedure 
advisable. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Carl  Dreyfus, 
President,  Board  of  Trustees. 
Placed  on  file. 


REGULATION   OF   BILLBOARDS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1940. 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Acting  Corporation  Counsel  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  April  29  relative  to  the 
regulation  of  billboards. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  May  20,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — This  is  in  answer  to  the  order  of  the 
City  Council  of  April  29,  1940,  which  reads  as 
follows : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  in- 
form the  City  Council  what  authority,  if  any,  the 
city  has  to  regulate,  control  or  limit  the  erection 
or  location  of  billboards  in  the  City  of  Boston." 

The  regulation  of  billboards  throughout  the 
state  has  been  placed  by  the  Legislature  under 
the  control  of  the  State  Department  of  Public 
Works  by  General  Laws,  chapter  93,  sections  29 
to  33,  inclusive. 

By  section  29  of  that  chapter  the  general  au- 
thority is  given  to  the  department  to  establish 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  proper  control  and 
restrictions  of  billboards  and  to  require  licenses 
for  the  same,  and  acting  under  that  authority  the 
State  Department  of  Public  Works  has  adopted 
a  very  comprehensive  set  of  Rules  and  Regula- 
tions for  the  control  and  restriction  of  billboards 
throughout  the  state. 

The  section  also  provides  that  cities  and  towns 
may  further  regulate  and  restrict  billboards  within 
their  limits  by  ordinance  or  by-law  not  incon- 
sistent with  said  regulations. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  City  Council  has 
the  power  to  regulate  and  restrict  billboards, 
provided  that  such  regulation  does  not  conflict 
with  the  statutes  or  the  regulations  of  the  Public 
Works  Department. 

Respectfully, 

W.  J.  Doyle, 
Acting  Corporation  Counsel. 

Placed  on  file. 


RESCISSION  OP  AUTHORITY  TO  BORROW. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  for  your  consideration  the 
attached  order  providing  that  authority  granted 
en  September.  29,  1938,  to  borrow  $265,000  for  a 
P.  W.  A.  project  involving  the  reconstruction  and 
repair  of  certain  bridges  be  limited  to  $145,000, 
the  amount  which  has  been  actually  borrowed  to 
date  by  the  city  for  this  project.  Approval  by 
your  Honorable  Body  of  this  order  will  result  in  the 
rescinding  or  cancellation  of  $120,000  of  the 
original  authorization.  Due  to,  the  receipt  by  the 
city  of  Federal  grants,  there  will  be  no  need  to 
borrow  any  further  amounts  for  this  project.  Ap- 
proval of  the  accompanying  order  will  thus  serve 
to  remove  from  the  financial  records  of  the  city 
this  excess  and  unnecessary  borrowing  power. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money  for 
Bridges,  Reconstruction  and  Repair  of,  under 
authority  of  chapter  366  of  1933,  as  amended,  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor  on  September  29,  1938,  be 
limited  to  $145,000,  and  that  the  authorization  to 
borrow  in  excess  of  said  amount  for  said  purposes 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 


CONDITION  OF  PIPES  IN  STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  13,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  April  15,  1940,  concerning  what  tests,  if  any, 
are  or  can  be  made  of  sewer,  water  and  other  pipes 
to  determine  whether  or  not  they  are  in  need  of 
repair,  while  streets  are  dug  up  for  construction  or 
resurfacing,  in  order  that  reopening  and  consequent 
impairment  of  such  streets  may  be  subsequently 
avoided. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

May  6,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — This  is  in  reference  to  the  following 
order   that   was   passed   in   the   City    Council   on 
April  15: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  inform  the  City  Council  what  tests,  if  any,  are 
or  can  be  made  of  sewer,  water  and  other  pipes  to 
determine  whether  or  not  they  are  in  need  of  re- 
pair, while  streets  are  dug  up  for  construction  or 
resurfacing,  in  order  that  reopening  and  consequent 
impairment  of  such  streets  may  be  subsequently 
avoided." 

There  are  no  tests  that  can  be  made  to  deter- 
mine the  condition  of  sub-surface  structures,  with- 
out making  the  necessary  excavation  to  expose  the 
particular  structure. 

Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC    LIGHTS,    WARD    3. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order  of 
May  G,  1940,  concerning  the  installation  of  traffic 
lights  at  the  corner  of  Harrison  avenue  and  Broad- 
way, Ward  3. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  May  14,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order  dated  May  G,  1940,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  traffic  lights  at  the  corner  of  Harrison 
avenue  and  Broadway,  Ward  3." 

There  are  no  funds  available  to  this  commission 
at  the  present  time  for  the  installation  of  traffic 
signals. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


SPOTLIGHT,  CENTRE  STREET,  WARD  20. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order  of 
April  29,  1940,  concerning  the  installation  of  a 
spotlight  in  front  of  St.  Theresa's  Church  on  Centre 
street,  Ward  20,  for  the  safety  of  the  traffic  officer. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  May  14,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order  dated  April  29,  1940,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
a  spotlight  in  front  of  St.  Theresa's  Church  on 
Centre  street,  Ward  20,  for  the  safety  of  the  traffic 
officer." 

A  similar  request  was  made  in  a  letter  of  Janu- 
ary 9,  1939,  from  L.  M.  Sprague,  Secretary,  West 
Roxbury  Catholic  Club,  Inc.,  and  a  previous 
request  was  also  received  from  Councilor  Theo- 
dore F.  Lyons. 

At  that  time  one  of  the  engineers  of  this  com- 
mission viewed  the  area  and  discussed  the  proposi- 
tion with  Rev.  William  Lyons,  Pastor  of  St. 
Theresa's  Church,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Pastor  that  there  was  no  urgent  need  of  a  spot- 


light; that  the  area  was  especially  well  lighted  and 
he  did  not  believe  the  city  should  assume  such  an 
expense  at  this  time.  Father  Lyons  further 
thought  that  the  erection  of  a  spotlight  pole  would 
detract  from  the  appearance  of  the  street  in  front 
of  the  entrance  to  the  church  edifice. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Associates  Discount  Company  and  Ray  Aronson, 
for  compensation  for  damage  to  truck  by  city  truck. 

Mrs.  Walter  C.  Ahern,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  dress  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Washington  street. 

Hattie  C.  Bruce,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Washington  street. 

Timothy  Cullinane,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Montfern  avenue 
and   Washington  street. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Davis,  for  compensation 
for  collapse  of  water  boiler  by  water  being  shut  off. 

Emma  Days,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  police  car. 

Alexander  DelPercio,  for  compensation  for  loss 
of  clothing  at  L  Street  Bath  House. 

Katherine  A.  Donlon,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  162  Dart- 
mouth street. 

Eleanor  B.  Dugan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  car. 

Florence  Farrar,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at,  52  Shepard  street. 

D.  E.  Forsyth,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  wagon. 

Francis  A.  Prayers,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duly. 

Philip  and  Adeline  Gillen,  for  compensation  for 
loss  of  business  at  Huntington  avenue. 

Louis  Goldstein  fur  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  cart. 

CVlia  J.  Hozid,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  744  Washington 
street. 

Sarah  M.  Judge,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  detect  at  301A  Huntington 
avenue. 

Joseph  Kater,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Arsenal  Street 
Bridge. 

Patrick  A.  Kennedy,  for  compensation  for 
injuries   caused   by  city  truck. 

Patrick  R.  Manning,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
judgment    issued   against   him. 

Joseph  D.  Milne,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Edward  Moore,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  608  Washington  street,  Brighton, 
caused    by    obstruction    in    sewer. 

Widiam  H.  O'Brien,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  31  Manning  street,  caused 
by  stoppage  of  sewer. 

Lucy  C.  Reade,  to  be  reimbursed  for  expenses 
incurred  caused  by  leak  in  water  pipe  at  95  and  97 
River  street. 

Ann  E.  Royal,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  cart. 

Harry  C.  Snyder,  for  refund  on  ferry  tickets. 

F.  B.  Whittemore,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  coat  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Stuart  and 
Washington  streets. 

Horace  W.  Whynot,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Centre  street. 

Paul  L.  Wilson,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  East  Second 
street. 

Joseph  Yonkousky,  to  be  reimbursed  for  acci- 
dent which  occurred  while  in  performance  of  duty. 

Mary  Messia,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  caused  by  defective  premises  at  57 
Normandy  street. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

James  A.  Ecker,  Jordan  Hall,  May  17. 

Lilla  Frances  Viles,  Current  Events  Clubhouse, 
May   12. 

Stanley  E.  Brown,  Jordan  Hall,  June  4. 

Harold  B.  Simpson,  Jordan  Hall,  June  12. 
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Shirley  N.  Scott,  Capen  Memorial  Hall,  June  10. 
Lola  M.  Daly,  Hollywood  Threatre,  June  7. 
Edith  M.  Leavis,  Jordan  Hall,  June  24. 
.    Viola  K.   Breiding,   Jordan  Hall,   June   5. 
Doris  Cross,  Jordan  Hall,  May  13. 
Alice  M.  Astle,  Whiton  Hall,  May  28. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 

Petitions  for  driveway  openings  were  received, 
as  follows: 

American  Ice  Company,  Basswood  street. 

Anna  L.  Cohen,  Talbot  avenue  and  Millet 
street,  Ward  17. 

Henry  C.  Brookings,  Lincoln  and  Essex  streets, 
Ward  3. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  OVERSEERS  OF 
PUBLIC   WELFARE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Over- 
seers of  the  Public  Welfare  that  at  annual  meeting 
held  May  6,  the  following  officers  were  elected  for 
the  ensuing  year: 

John  J.  Walsh,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  Margaret  J.  Gookin,  Vice  Chairman. 

Edward  H.  Willey,  Treasurer. 

William  G.  O'Hare,  Secretary,  salary  at  the  rate 
of  $6,000  per  year. 

Placed  on  fiie. 


ORGANIZATION   OF   LIBRARY    TRUSTEES. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  that  at  annual  meeting  held  May  10 
the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year: 

Frank  W.  Buxton,  President. 

Louis  E.  Kirstein,  Vice  President. 

Miss  Elizabeth  B.  Brockunier,  Clerk. 

Placed  on  file. 


OLD    BROOKLINE    RESERVOIR. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  town 
of  Brookline,  terminating  on  March  29,  1941,  the 
city's  rights  in  the  Old  Brookline  Reservoir  re- 
served under  the  deed  of  sale  dated  July  20,  1903. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  following  appoint- 
ments by  the  Mayor: 

Guy  W.  Cox,  400  Commonwealth  avenue,  to  be 
member  of  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Sinking 
Funds,  for  term  ending  April  30,  1943. 

Frederic  A.  Dakin,  11  Ardmore  road,  West 
Roxbury,  to  be  member  of  Board  of  Commissioners 
of  Sinking  Funds,  for  term  ending  April  30,  1943. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL  OF  CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

The  bonds  of  the  following-named  constables, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
were  received  and  approved,  viz.: 

David  Belson,  Eugene  Blinn, .  Milton  Jacob 
Bronstein,  William  H.  CufHin,  Jr.,  Henry  G. 
Dahlquist,  Harry  Greenbaum,  Richard  Hegarty, 
Anthonv  Luongo,  Isie  Martin,  William  P.  Miles, 
John  J.  Miller,  Edward  Ober,  Michael  W.  Ober, 
Bert  Oppenheim,  Myers  Rosenberg,  Sidney  J. 
Sheinfeld,  Leon  Small,  Francis  J.  Tobin,  Aber 
Uckerman. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

Applications  for  minors'  licenses  were  received 
from  twenty-eight  newsboys  and  three  bootblacks. 
Approved  under  the  usual  conditions. 


APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  PUBLIC  WELFARE 

SOLDIERS'   BENEFITS   AND    RELIEF 

PROJECTS. 

President  CALVIN  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  Nos.  4  and  5  on  the  calendar. 

Coun.  FISH— Mr.  President,  I  trust  that  these 
orders  may  be  called  up  separately. 

No.  4  was  called  up,  viz.: 


4.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  72  of  the  Acts  of  1939  the  sum  of  $4,170,000 
be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated  for  Public  Wel- 
fare, Soldiers'  Benefits  and  Federal  Emergency 
Unemployment  Relief  Projects,  to  be  used  for 
meeting  appropriations  heretofore  made,  and 
that  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city 
to  said  amount,  the  same  to  be  issued  outside  the 
debt  limit. 

On  May  6,  1940,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 

The  question  came  on  the  final  reading  and 
passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passage, 
yeas  21,  nays  0. 


LOAN  FOR  FUNDING  OVERLAY  DEFICITS. 

President  GALVIN  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  5  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

5.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  235  of  the  Acts  of  1938  the  sum  of  one 
million  dollars  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to 
be  used  for  the  funding  of  overlay  deficits  and 
other  items,  and  that  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  on  said  amount. 

On  May  6,  1940,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  order  its  final 
reading  and  passage. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  my  reason  for 
wanting  to  separate  those  two  loan  orders  is 
because  No.  5,  a  loan  order  for  one  million  dollars, 
directly  benefits  property  owners  in  certain 
wealthy  sections  of  this  city,  who  obtain  abate- 
ments from  the  Tax  Appeals  Board.  I  think  I 
have  voted  for  $11,333,000  for  overlays,  because 
of  such  action,  in  recent  years,  up  to  1937.  There 
has  been  such  a  mad  rush,  like  a  gold  rush,  for 
such  taxpayers  to  benefit  in  that  way  through  the 
State  Board  of  Tax  Appeals,  that  the  Legislature 
had  to  pass  a  law  authorizing  the  City  of  Boston 
to  borrow  $9,000,000  more.  We  have  already 
authorized  the  issuing  of  bonds  for  $8,000,000. 
Personally  I  voted  for  it,  but  at  the  time  we  had 
not  had  sufficient  opportunity  to  find  out  who  was 
getting  these  abatements.  I  see  by  an  article  in 
the  papers  that  this  matter  of  abatements  is  now 
under  probe  in  Worcester,  and  a  portion  of  the 
article  states  that  Tax  Commissioner  Long  has 
ruled  that  public  office  holders  or  the  public  in 
general  are  not  entitled  to  find  out  further  who 
are  getting  the  abatements.  Since  this  money 
is  to  be  used  for  that,  purpose,  I  think  we  should 
hold  the  order  up  until  we  at  least  have  the  privilege 
of  finding  out  who  are  getfing  the  abatements. 
It  cannot  be  denied  that  one  bank  alone  in  Boston 
has  received  more  in  abatements  than  ten  com- 
plete wards.  Also,  as  Councilor  Wilson  brought 
out  last  year,  $7,000,000  in  abatements  have  gone 
to  Commonwealth  avenue  alone.  I  believe  we 
are  entitled  to  find  out  who  the  gentlemen  are  who 
are  getting  them,  and  I  would,  therefore,  ask  that 
this  be  held  up  for  the  time  being. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

President  GALVIN  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  Nos.  1,  2  and  3  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  May  0,  1940,  of  Dennis  P.  Glynn,  to  be  a 
Constable  without  authority  to  serve  civil  process 
and  to  serve  without  bond.  N 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  May  G,  1940,  of  Samuel  Creidenberg. 
Charles  B.  Broad,  George  W.  Pierce  and  Samuel 
Semiansky,  to  be  Constables  authorized  to  serve 
civil  process  upon  filing  bonds. 

3.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  May  6,  1940,  of  Theodore  W.  Combi  .  to 
be  a  Weigher  of  ( 'oal;  and  John  T.  Shanahan  ,  John 
Lowney  and  Philip  II.  Sheridan,  to  be  Weighers  of 
Goods. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation  of  the  ap- 
pointments. Committee,  Coun.  Lyons  and  Fish. 
Whole  number  of  ballots  17;  yeas  16,  nays  1,  and 
the  appointments  were  confirmed. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


SUPPORT     OF     PREPAREDNESS. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  Possibly  the  greatest  crises  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  generation  now  threatens  the  domestic 
peace  and  tranquility  of  the  United  States;  and 

Whereas,  Definite  action  should  immediately  be 
taken  to  assure  100  per  cent  preparedness  against 
the  invasion  of  any  foreign  foe  or  combine  of  foes; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  hereby 
petitions  the  Massachusetts  delegation  in  Wash- 
ington to  accord  their  united  support  to  the  re- 
quest of  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  a 
preparedness  appropriation  for  the  defense  of  our 
country. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  when 
I  was  a  school  boy  I  learned  that  even  a  wild 
anumal  would  not  attack  a  weaker  or  infirm  animal, 
except  under  provocation,  and  that  it  would  not 
attack  a  person  who  was  not  molesting  it,  that 
there  was  a  certain  chivalry  shown  even  by  such 
animals.  But  such  a  rule  of  conduct  does  not 
apply  today  in  international  affairs,  in  either 
Berlin  or  Moscow,  as  shown  by  their  attitude 
toward  weaker  nations  and  neutrals  on  the  other 
side  of  the  water.  I  think  it  is  the  sentiment  of 
every  American  that  if  civilization  is  to  continue 
the  forces  of  law  and  order  must  prevail  against 
those  two  international  gangsters  who  are  disturb- 
ing the  peace  of  the  world.  I  believe  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  has  already  proved  him- 
self to  be  an  outstanding  statesman,  and  that  the 
American  people  should  rally  to  the  support  of  the 
defence  program  that  he  presented  the  other  day. 
I  believe  that  this  nation  must  positively  take 
steps  to  protect  itself  from  trouble  from  any 
European  quarter.  Certainly  the  appropriation 
asked  for  by  the  President  should  be  granted.  It 
is  a  splendid  insurance  policy  against  any  foreign 
foe  or  combination  of  foes.  Having  in  mind  the 
victims  of  the  World  War,  we  should  be  all  the 
more  ready  at  this  time  to  take  steps  which  will 
prevent  a  repetition  of  what  then  occurred.  This 
will  be  an  insurance  policy  against  that  sort  of 
thing,  the  best  possible  step  to  keep  our  nation 
out  of  war  and  to  have  America  properly  defended 
against  such  aggressor  nations  as  we  now  see  in 
Europe.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  every  member  of 
the  Body  will  vote  for  these  resolutions,  which 
merely  indorse  a  100  per  cent  preparedness  against 
invasion  by  foreign  foes,  or  a  combination  of  foes, 
thereby  helping  to  keep  America  free. 

The  resolutions  were  passed. 


CRITICISM   OF   SPORTS   WRITER. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  privilege. 

President  GALVIN — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  gentleman  may  proceed. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  on  May  16 
an  article  appeared  in  one  of  our  daily  papers 
headed  "Grafters  Hurt  City  Progress;  Stand 
Against  Wholesale  Stadium  Proposal."  You 
gentlemen  of  the  Council  know  that  I  am  heartily 
in  favor  of  a  municipal  stadium,  although  I  would 
not  stand  out  as  an  unyielding  partisan  of  a  sta- 
dium if  it  is  thought  that  something  else  might  bet- 
ter meet  the  needs  of  our  young  people  and  our 
citizens,  such  as  a  recreation  center.  But  when 
Tom  Linehan  of  South  Boston  is  attacked,  as  he  has 
been  attacked  by  this  sports  writer,  I  wish  to  say 
that  I  resent  such  an  attack  upon  one  of  the  finest, 
most  upright  and  conscientious  men  who  have 
been  elected  to  the  City  Council.  I  think  this 
article  is  very  unfair,  a  newspaper  writer  taking 
advantage  of  his  position  to  attack  Tom  Linehan, 
and  I  believe  the  Council  should  go  on  record  as 
being  opposed  to  such  articles  appearing  in  the 
Boston  papers,  without  mentioning  names,  but 
clearly  attacking  an  individual  member  of  this 
Body.  We  should  certainly  resent  such  attempts 
to  place  an  honorable  and  high-minded  member  of 
this  Body  in  such  a  light. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement.  (No  ob- 
jection.) On  April  15  of  this  year  I  took  the  floor 
of  this  Council  in  regard  to  the  proposed  use  of  the 
White  Fund  for  recreational  centers.  As  you 
know,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  (Coun.  Scannell) 
and  myself  have  on  several  occasions  introduced 
orders  and  resolutions  into  the  Body  on  this  same 
subject  matter.     On  that  particular  day  I  dwelt 


on  an  article  in  a  local  paper,  which  my  good 
friend  from  Ward  8  (Coun.  Hurley)  has  referred  to, 
and  I  want  to  say  at  this  time  that  I  wish  to  thank 
him  for  the  fine  things  he  has  said  about  me.  As 
I  say.  a  month  ago,  I  happened  to  refer  to  an  article' 
that  appeared  in  a  newspaper  of  this  city  by  the 
sports  writer  who  has  been  referred  to.  At  the 
time  I  said  absolutely  nothing  against  his  ability, 
his  character  or  reputation.  I  merely  suggested 
how  White  Fund  money  might  be  spent.  I  did 
not  say  that  the  money  should  not  be  spent  for  a 
stadium.  I  said  that  the  money  should  be  spent 
for  recreational  centers,  but  not  that  it  might 
not  be  spent  for  a  stadium.  I  did  not  speak 
against  the  use  of  the  money  in  any  way  that 
would  advance  recreational  facilities,  and  such 
facilities  would  probably  include  a  stadium.  But 
this  writer  has  since  written  three  different  articles 
which,  by  innuendo  or  inference,  if  you  wish  to 
put  it  that  way,  have  been  aimed  at  me.  I  have 
been  advised  that  I  should  not  get  the  press 
against  me,  that  I  should  keep  quiet,  and  I  have 
kept  quiet  until  this  past  week.  And  now,  what 
do  we  find?  There  came  out  on  the  sixteenth  of 
the  month  this  article  that  has  been  referred  to  by 
my  colleagues,  with  it  innuendoes  and  insinuations 
or  inferences.  In  the  article  this  gentleman  says 
that  "Grafters  hurt  city  progress,"  and  he  goes 
on  to  say:  "We  have  the  correlation  in  this  land 
in  matters  of  government,  especially  in  matters 
of  state  and  municipal  government,  where  too 
often,  instead  of  actual  service  rendered  honestly, 
unselfishly  and  unswervingly,  our  elected  gentry 
wangle  offices  through  hypocritical  oratory, 
flowery  promises,  phoney  appeals  to  the  poor,  and 
then  proceed  to  feather  the  nest  of  themselves, 
their  relatives,  friends  and  meal-mates  under  the 
great  banner  of  freedom." 

Then  he  goes  on  further,  and  says: 

"A  municipal  stadium  with  me  is  frankly  an 
ultimate  dream.  I  don't  really  expect  to  see  one, 
because  my  conception  of  one  doesn't  offer  enough 
in  the  direction  of  plunder.  My  idea  is  one  that 
wouldn't  cost  the  city  a  cent,  but  likewise  one  that 
would  offer  no  predatory  politician  any  chance  to 
get  his  hooks  in." 

Then  he  goes  on  to  say: 

"The  land  would  be  a  piece  already  owned  by 
the  city,  therefore  costing  nothing,  and  the  main- 
tenance would  be  easily  taken  care  of  from  a  per- 
centage of  the  gate  receipts,  when  the  property 
was  let  to  colleges  and  other  sports  promoters,  for 
the  holding  of  their  contests." 

I  might  say  right  here  and  now  that,  as  far  back 
as  I  can  remember,  I  don't  know  of  any  sport 
event  that  could  not  be  taken  care  of  in  our  local 
parks,  or  in  some  other  way,  unless  it  is  one  that 
is  running  in  the  red  and  that  is  about  ready  to 
wind  up.     He  then  goes  on  to  say: 

"Holding  what  amounts  to  a  minor  public 
quarrel  between  a  sports  writer,  a  feeble  but 
raucous  scattering  of  pip-squeak  politicians  and 
their  misinformed  constituents  over  a  matter  of 
public  interest  is  not  only  slightly  ridiculous,  but 
is  a  lot  of  waste  motion." 

He  goes  on  to  say  that  in  his  opinion  we  should 
not  have  any  elected  office  holders  sitting  on  such 
a  board  as  the  George  Robert  White  Fund.  In 
saying  that  I  am  going  to  assume  that  he  is 
against  such  a  board,  because  he  feels  that  there 
is  not  any  politician  who  can  be  honest.  Might  I 
say  at  this  time  that  I  have  served  for  two  terms 
in  the  Legislature,  and  that  I  am  now  serving  a 
term  in  the  City  Council,  and  in  my  five  years  of 
public  service  and  in  my  thirty-five  years  of 
life  in  Boston,  where  I  was  born  and  brought  up, 
no  suggestion  of  graft  has  ever  been  associated 
with  my  name,  and  I  am  certainly  willing  to  stake 
my  life  against  that  of  the  gentleman  who  wrote 
this  article.  I  might  add  that  in  my  experience 
in  life,  in  politics  and  otherwise,  I  have  found  as 
many  honest  and  decent  men  in  public  office  as  in 
any  other  position  in  life.  It  might  also  be  inter- 
esting to  see  what  another  sports  writer  thinks  of 
this  man,  by  quoting  his  statement  in  another 
publication: 

"Hi  Yo  Seel-vah  is  making  a  loud  holler  because 
Tom  Yawkey  plucked  Doherty  out  of  Providence 
for  the  publicity  job  and  in  the  process  overlooked 
the  fact  that  three  former  members  of  the  Baseball 
Writers'  Association  were  trudging  the  streets. 
He  would  have  a  right  to  speak  his  piece  on  the 
matter,  except  that  (1)  his  name  is  not  Yawkey; 
(2)  he  is  a  couple  of  bucks  short  of  having  S19,- 
000,000;  (3)  he  does  not  own  the  Red  Sox;  and 
(4)  he  himself  arrived  in  Boston  via  Dallas,  Texas, 
and  Hanover,  N.  H.,  at  a  time  when  several  sports 
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writers  were  doing  the  heel-and-toe  from  shop  to 
shop.  Except  in  these  minor  details  however,  he  is 
as  correct  and  as  authoritative  as  usual,  and  now 
he  has  permission  to  retire  to  his  municipal  stadium 
and  his  left-handed  golf  tournament." 

I  might  also  refer  to  the  fact  that  this  same 
writer  has  stated  in  the  past  that  under  our  city 
officials  Boston  had  not  only  the  best  parks  and 
playgrounds  in  America,  but  in  the  world,  and 
yet,  my  goodness,  he  says  here  on  May  16  that 
the  public  officials  at  the  head  of  our  park  and 
playground  system  are  not  maintaining  the  play- 
grounds in  proper  condition.  Just  a  little  incon- 
sistent.    He  also  adds  in  his  May  16  article: 

"I  don't  intend  to  keep  tilting  indefinitely  with 
this  particular  windmill,  and  being  a  newspaper 
man,  I  am  not  going  to  take  the  floor  in  person 
to  do  any  pleading  before  any  commission  or  in 
any  public  hearing  that  may  possibly  be  ordered. 
This  is  my  particular  bench,  and  I  intend  to  stick 
to  it,  but  to  date  I  have  not  seen  or  heard  one 
argument  against  a  municipal  stadium  that  made 
any  sense,  and  I  have  seen  a  lot  of  things  such  as 
Dartmouth's  recent  cancellation  of  next  year's 
football  game  with  Georgia,  'because  of  lack  of  a 
suitable  field,'  which  built  exactly  into  the  stadium 
idea.  Speaking  of  South  Boston,  that  would  be 
my  personal  choice  for  a  stadium's  location,  and 
the  business  it  would  bring  piling  into  such  a  com- 
munity would  be  eminently  worth  that  region's 
attention." 

I  just  want  to  close  with  a  few  words.     Probably  • 
after  today  I  will  not  be  able  to  say  anything  in 
the  Council,  as  I  understand  that  he  weighs  twice 
as  much  as  I  do,  but  I  am  willing  to  meet  him 
face  to  face  and  discuss  the  matter. 

Coun.   COFFEY— With  a  bat! 

Coun.  LINEHAN — In  any  _way  he  sees  fit. 
But  there  is  this  much  about  it.  I  have  been 
told  not  to  get  into  a  controversy  with  a  local 
newspaper  man.  However,  that  does  not  carry 
any  weight  with  me.  When  I  do  not  agree  with 
what  has  been  said  about  me  or  anybody  else,  I 
intend  to  say  so.  I  have  been  told  that  I  should 
sit  down  and  keep  quiet.  Personally,  I  never 
could  do  that,  and  I  don't  think  I  ever  will.  When 
I  replied  a  month  ago  to  Bill  Cunningham,  one  of 
the  old  timers  here  said  to  me,  "For  God's  sake, 
don't  say  anything  against  a  local  newspaper  man," 
but  when  such  a  man  comes  out  with  these 
articles,  attacking  your  reputation  or  mine,  I 
say  it  is  about  time  to  speak  up. 

Coun.  WARD — Mr.  President,  I  think  in  this 
article  no  member  of  the  City  Council  is  referred 
to.  I  think  the  ones  referred  to  are  possibly  the 
President  of  the  Bar  Association,  Oscar  Hausser- 
mann,  the  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, the  City  Auditor,  or  the  present  Mayor. 
They  are  the  only  ones  referred  to,  apparently, 
and   I  think  they  should  defend  themselves. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  I  am  very 
thankful  .  to  the  gentleman  from  Brighton  for 
reminding  me  of  that  fact,  but  I  simply  say  to 
him  that  I  am  standing  here  today  not  only  to 
defend  myself  and  members  of  the  Council,  includ- 
ing the  President  of  our  Body,  but  also  other 
officials  and  representative  men  of  the  community 
who  have  been  attacked  by  this  writer.  I  am 
always  glad  to  stand  here  and  defend  the  reputa- 
tion and  character  of  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  for 
instance,  as  well  as  the  other  gentlemen  who 
are  members  of  this  Board  of  Trustees,  of  which 
the  Mayor  is  the  head,  although  they  are  probably 
able  to  defend  themselves.  If  they  do  not  mind, 
however,  I  will  add  a  little  word  of  defence  of  them. 
I  hope  the  time  will  never  come  in  this  Council  or  . 
in  any  other  public  body,  when  such  men  are 
attacked,  when  there  is  not  somebody  who  will 
rise  in  their  defence.  When  such  a  man  says  that 
such  individuals  are  wrong,  when  you  know  they 
are  right,  certainly  you  should  rise  in  your  place 
and  defend  them.  In  such  cases,  let  us  speak  our 
piece.  I  want  to  say  in  conclusion  that  for  the 
life  of  me  I  cannot  understand  why  the  gentleman 
should  write  such  articles  after  the  decision  of  the 
Probate  Court,  which  said  definitely  that  the 
George  Robert  White  Fund  could  be  spent  for 
youth  centers.  I  should  suppose  that  when  that 
is  brought  to  his  attention,  he  would  naturally 
say,  "Gosh!  that  is  a  court  record!"  But,  never- 
theless, he  has  gone  on  with  these  four  articles, 
saying  this  and  that,  and  insulting  those  who  do 
not  agree  with  him.  I  have  let  them  pass  until 
I  thought  that  the  time  had  now  come  when  I 
should  get  up  and  say  something  about  the  matter, 
in  answer  to  these  unwarranted  attacks.     I  hope 


I  will  not  be  considered  a  nuisance,  but  when  these 
untrue  things  appear  in  the  public  press  and  when 
I  and  others  are  referred  to  as  grafters,  I  cannot 
sit  here  quietly.  I  am  an  attorney,  and  these 
statements,  if  unanswered,  might  hurt  my  reputa- 
tion among  those  who  do  not  know  me.  Cer- 
tainly I  cannot  by  my  silence  admit  that  I  am  a 
grafter.  Of  course,  if  the  writer  or  any  of  his 
friends  prove  that  I  am  a  grafter,  I  will  apologize 
to  Bill  Cunningham. 


BOAT    TIE-UPS    AT    MERIDIAN    BRIDGE. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
discontinue  the  granting  of  permits  allowing  boats 
to  tie  up  at  the  Chelsea  Meridian  Bridge  for  an 
indefinite  period  of  time. 

Coun.  CDFFEY— Mr.  President,  this  order  is 
introduced  because  of  the  granting  of  permits 
which  allow  boats  to  be  tied  up  at  the  Chelsea 
Meridian  Bridge  sometimes  for  a  week  or  ten 
days,  at  times  interfering  with  vessels  coming 
through  the  bridge.  A  year  or  two  ago  we  did 
have  action  taken  removing  them,  but  they  after- 
wards obtained  permission  to  tie  up  at  the  bridge, 
where  they  are  a  menace  to  navigation.  I  have 
introduced  this  order,  so  that,  if  possible,  such 
permits  will  not  be  issued  in  the  future. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


EAST    BOSTON    RELIEF    STATION. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  immediately  reopen  the  East  Boston 
Relief  Station  on  a  twenty-four-hour  a  day  basis. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  three  years 
ago  last  March,  the  Mayor  saw  fit  to  close  up  the 
East  Boston  Relief  Station  that  had  been  operat- 
ing since  1924.  Last  year  at  a  banquet  in  East 
Boston  on  Knights  of  Columbus  Day,  the  Mayor 
said  that  he  had  made  a  mistake  in  closing  the 
East  Boston,  Relief  Station,  and  said  that  as  a 
result,  he  would  reopen  this  station.  Of  course, 
it  was  nothing  but  a  political  play,  but  that  is 
what  the  Mayor  said.  Eight  hundred  or  nine 
hundred  people  attending  the  banquet  heard  him 
when  he  said  at  that  time  that  he  had  made  a 
mistake,  and  that  he  was  going  to  rectify  it.  So 
people  in  my  ward  thought  that  the  old  Relief 
Station  and  the  way  that  it  used  to  operate,  was 
coming  back.  At  the  first  of  the  year  he  did 
re-open  the  Relief  Station  for  a  part  of  the  day, 
but  it  seems  that  a  man  who  was  an  usher  at  the 
old  Howard  is  now  acting  as  a  doctor.  And  they 
have  boarded  up  the  entire  first  floor,  are  simply 
keeping  it  open  from  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning 
until  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  there  is  noth- 
ing suggesting  a  real  hospital  about  it.  It  was 
previously  open  on  a  twenty-four-hour  basis,  and 
children  could  go  in  there  and  be  treated  before 
they  went  to  school.  Now  people  cannot  be 
treated  there  if  it  is  really  a  serious  accident. 
If  it  is  really  a  bad  case,  they  have  to  go  to  their 
doctor  or  be  sent  to  the  Boston  City  Hospital. 
The  fact  is  that  the  Mayor  made  a  promise  and 
has  not  kept  it,  and  he  made  that  promise  at  a 
banquet  in  late  October,  in  the  East  Boston  High 
School,  in  the  presence  of  eight  hundred  or  nine 
hundred  people.  It  is  simply  being  carried  on  as 
a  sort  of  clinic  for  minor  cases,  even  in  the  time 
that  it  is  open.  As  proof  Of  that  I  need  only 
refer  to  two  firemen  who  were  injured  in  a  fire  at 
Green's  furniture  store,  and  they  were  brought  to 
the  Relief  Station  at  five  minutes  past  six,  ami  it 
was  closed.  They  could  not  get  into  it,  and  had 
to  be  carried  to  the  City  Hospital.  I  say  to  the 
Mayor  that  he  should  keep  his  word  that  he  was 
going  to  re-open  that  hospital,  a  promise  made  in 
the  presence  of  many  residents  of  the  East  Boston 
district.  I  have,  therefore,  introduced  this  order, 
that  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  be 
requested,  through  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
immediately  re-open  the  East  Boston  Relief  Station 
on  a  twenty-four-hour  a  day  basis,  ami  I  trust  that 
it  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


DEMOCRATIC    CORPORATION    COUNSEL. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  advisability  of  appointing  a 
Democrat  as  Corporation  Counsel  when  filling 
this  vacancy,  and  to  do  so  immediately. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  the  reason 
why  I  have  introduced  this  order  is  because  I  am 
under  the  same  impression  as  many  others,  that 
Henry  Parkman  has  simply  resigned  as  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  temporarily,  in  order  that  he  may 
conduct  his  campaign  for  the  United  States 
Senate,  that  he  will  be  snowed  under  in  the  election 
and  that  his  job  as  Corporation  Counsel,  which  is 
being  held  open,  and  from  which  he  receives 
$10,000  a  year,  will  be  given  back  to  him.  That  is 
the  reason  why  I  have  introduced  the  order,  and  I 
trust  that  it  will  be  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ASSIGNING  OF  JOBS  AT  SUFFOLK  DOWNS 
RACE  TRACK. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Attorney-General  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  in- 
vestigate the  assigning  of  jobs  at  the  Suffolk 
Downs  race  track,  East  Boston,  by  the  Racing 
Commission   and   the   Governor's   office. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  have  had 
occasion  to  go  down  to  the  Suffolk  Down.-  race 
track  quite  a  bit  recently,  and  there  is  a  situation 
there  in  the  matter  of  assignment  of  jobs  thai 
certainly  demands  investigation.  Last  year  I 
received  five  jobs  there  as  a  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature. This  year,  holding  an  additional  public 
office,  I  might  expect  to  receive  at  least  ten  jobs, 
twenty  jobs  being  given  last  year  to  East  Boston, 
and  the  representatives  of  East  Boston  being 
given  some  consideration  in  the  matter.  But  we 
now  find  out  that  there  is  a  different  situation, 
so  far  as  the  policy  of  the  Racing  Commission 
and  the  Governor's  office  is  concerned.  We 
find  out  that  the  Governor  is  going  to  step  in 
and  take  charge  in  the  matter  of  assigning  jobs 
there,  with  the  result  that  I  am  given  no  jobs  lliis 
year,  and  I  understand  thai  only  three  are  going 
to  the  district. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


OUTSIDE  EMPLOYMENT  AT  SUFFOLK 
DOWNS  RACE  TRACK. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  hereby 
protests  to  the  Massachusetts  Racing  Commission 
against  allowing  the  employment  of  persons  from 
outside  of  Massachusetts  at  t lie  Suffolk  Downs 
race  track  in  Easl   Boston;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
forwarded  to  the  Massachusetts  Pacing  Com- 
mission. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  at  eight  o'clock 
this  morning  I  got  up  and  went  down  to  the  race 
track.  The  roll  call  for  those  going  to  be  employed 
this  week  took  place  this  morning  at  ten  o'clcock. 
Incidentally,  I  took  note  of  the  cars  that  drove  in 
there  and  of  the  occupants  as  they  got  out,  averag- 
ing two  and  one-half  for  each  car.  They  parked 
their  cars  and  got  out  and  walked  to  the  place 
where  the  roll  call  was  made.  There  were  thirty- 
five  cars  from  Rhode  Island  and  New  Hampshire, 
and  a  car  from  Connecticut,  and  there  were  thirty- 
two  cars  from  Florida.  Those  who  came  down 
there  included  Judge  Dooley's  son,  and  those 
were  the  people  who  got  the  jobs.  I  have  here 
the  registration  numbers  of  the  cars,  which  I  took 
down.  Remember,  I  only  checked  on  the  grand 
stand.  I  did  not  check  on  the  stable  or  the  club 
house;  and  in  the  crowd  and  interesting  themselves 
in  the  matter,  were  Earl  Gibson,  Mort  Mahoney, 
and  Dooley.  Their  plan  has  been  to  recognize 
key  men,  and  there  were  certain  men  in  the 
Legislature  who  have  been  recognized  as  key  men; 
but  now  representative  men  outside  the  state  and 
outside  of  New  England  are  being  recognized, 
Congressmen  and  others.  I  know  whereof  I 
speak.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  375  of  the  1,000 
employees  come  from  outside  the  state,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  law  requiring  85  per  cent  to  be  Massa- 
chusetts citizens.  And  so,  when  there  is  another 
roll  call,  I  would  like  to  take  men  from  the  gallery 


here,  or  elsewhere  in  the  City  of  Boston,  down  to 
Suffolk  Downs  and  make  them  "key  men."  Let 
us  get  more  jobs  for  Boston  and  Massachusetts 
men,  and  don't  give  at  least  200  jobs  to  Southerners, 
It  is  certainly  a  violation  of  the  law  which  requires 
85  per  cent  of  the  employees  to  be  Massachusetts 
citizens;  and  there  are  not  only  Southerners  there, 
but  many  who  come  from  Rhode  Island  and  New 
Hampshire  and  other  parts  of  New  England.  At 
least  75  of  them  are  from  New  Hampshire.  Con- 
ditions are  bad,  Mr.  President,  and  therefore  I 
protest.  I  have  made  a  protest  to  the  American 
Legion  and  if  they  and  others  will  fight  with  me 
we  can  go  over  there  with  a  Massachusetts  voters' 
list  and  check  up  in  regard  to  the  assignment  of 
these  jobs.  This  is  not  a  new  matter  to  me.  I 
introduced  into  the  Legislature  last  year  a  bill  in 
regard  to  this  matter,  and  I  have  been  fighting 
right  along  to  get  decent  treatment  for  Boston 
and  Massachusetts  men  at  this  track.  Next  week 
I  will  introduce  an  order  asking  that  we  get  after 
convicted  narcotic  and  drug  peddlers  doing  busi- 
ness at  Suffolk  Downs  and  making  a  big  rake-off. 
It  is  about  time  that  something  was  done  about 
these  things,  Mr.  President.  And  there  should  be 
an  investigation  in  regard  to  what  they  are  doing 
with  the  horses.  I  say  that  when  800  jobs  are  sup- 
posed to  go  to  Massachusetts  men,  and  when  they 
are  given  to  these  people  outside  the  state  and  from 
the  South,  and  East  Boston  is  getting  only  three 
jobs  out  of  the  whole  number,  something  should 
be  done.  If  the  men  up  here  in  the  balcony  want 
to  join  me,  we  can  have  a  good  deal  of  fun  if  we 
go  over  there  and  check  up  on  the  fact  that  they 
are  taking  on  outsiders  and  neglecting  the  people 
of  this  city  and  state. 

The  resolution  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


MEETINGS  OF  COUNCIL. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Rules  be  re- 
quested to  amend  Rule  1  of  the  Rules  of  City 
Council  by  striking  out  the  words  "Unless  other- 
wise ordered  from  time  to  time"  so  that  the  lirst 
sentence  will  read,  "The  regular  meeting  of  the 
City  Council  shall  be  held  on  every  Monday  at 
two  o'clock  p.  in. " 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  will  not  be 
very  long  on  this  order.  The  reason  why  I  have 
introduced  the  order  is  that  it  seems  to  me  every 
time  when  we  have  a  meeting  of  the  Council  there 
is  an  attempt  to  adjourn  over  for  two  weeks,  giving 
the  Mayor  a  chance  to  lake  a  vacation.  I  believe 
we  should  meet  every  Monday  so  that  the  Mayor 
can  put  his  Cook's  travel  book  away  and  attend 
tu  the  affairs  of  the  City  of  Boston.  He  gets  a 
pretty  good  salary,  and  should  attend  to  business. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules. 


BURIAL   OF   RELATIVES  OF  WORLD   WAR 
VETERANS. 

Coun.  WARD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  original  order  by  Councilor 
Donoghue.  passed  on  May  10,  1920,  authorizing 
the  Board  of  Cemetery  Trustees  to  set  aside  a 
suitable  lot,  now  known  as  World  War  Veterans' 
Lot  in  Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  to  be  used  for  the 
burial  of  residents  of  Boston  who  were  veterans 
of  the  World  War,  be  amended  to  include  the 
burial  of  the  body  of  a  widow,  father,  mother,  or 
dependent  child  under  eighteen  years  of  age  in 
the  same  grave  with  the  veteran  and  in  the  above 
order  of  priority,  unless  the  veteran  shall,  previous 
to  his  demise,  specify  in  writing  his  preference. 
In  the  event  that  the  wife  pre-deceases  the  veteran 
permission  may  be  given  to  bury  the  body  of  the 
wife  in  the  same  grave  with  the  veteran  after  his 
death  and  burial  in  the  World  War  Veterans'  Lot 
at  Mount  Hope  Cemetery.  Provided  that  all 
such  persons  to  be  buried  in  said  cemetery  were 
residents  of  Boston  at  the  time  of  decease. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Soldiers'  Relief. 


TRANSFER   OF   UNUSED   BENCHES. 

Coun.  WARD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Park    Commission    be    re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  transfer 
all  unused  benches  in  Franklin  Park  to  the  Park 
Center  on  Commonwealth  avenue. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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DANBURY   ROAD,   WARD    18. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Danbury  road,  Ward  18,  as  a 
public  highway,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  con- 
struction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TENNIS  COURTS,  ALMONT  STREET 
PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  place 
in  suitable  condition  the  tennis  courts  on  the 
Almont  Street  Playground  in  the  Mattapan 
section  of  Ward  18. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WARD    17   TENNIS   COURTS. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That  the  Park   Department,   through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  place  tennis 
nets  for  each  tennis  court  in  the  Dorchester  Park, 
in  Ward  17. 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Department,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  supply 
tennis  equipment  for  the  Roberts  Field,  also 
quoits  for  the  same  field,  in  Ward  17. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SALUTE    OF    FLAG    BY    TEACHERS    AND 
SCHOOL   CHILDREN. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  School  Committee  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  instruct 
all  teachers  and  children  attending  the  Boston 
public  schools  to  salute  the  flag  of  our  country, 
and  to  pedge  allegiance  to  said  flag  at  some 
time  during  school  hours  every  schoolday  of  the 
year. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK     CONSTRUCTION,     WARD     19. 

Coun.  LANGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to 
construct  sidewalks  on  Brewer  street,  Eliot  street, 
Hubbard  street,  Enfield  street,  Chestnut  avenue, 
all  Ward  19,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  con- 
struction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


JAMES   McHUGH    SQUARE. 

Coun.  LANGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
name  the  square  formed  by  the  intersection  of 
Bournedale  road,  Bourne  street,  Northbourne 
road,  the  James  McHugh  square,  in  honor  of  James 
McHugh  who  has  attained  national  recognition 
and  prominence  in  the  profession  of  music  writing. 
Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


SIDEWALKS,      FREEPORT 
WARD    16. 


STREET, 


Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  black  surface  sidewalks  on  both 
sides  of  Freeport  street,  Ward  1C,  from  the  Old 
Colony  Boulevard  to  Neponset  avenue,  as  a 
W.  P.  A.  project. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BUSES  TO  CARSON  BEACH,  SOUTH 
BOSTON. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated Railway  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  immediately  start  the  operation  of 
buses  on  summer  schedule  from  the  junction  of 
Morton  street  and  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  Carson 
Beach,  South  Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


HEALTH   CENTER,  WARD    14. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  establish  a  health  center  in  Ward  14, 
the  expense  of  same  to  be  met  from  the  income  of 
said  fund. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SALARIES   OF  HOUSING   AUTHORITY 
EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  chairman  of  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  furnish  the  City  Council 
with  the  names,  addresses  and  respective  salaries 
of  all  employees  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MARYLAND   STREET,  WARD    13. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works     be    requested,     through    his     Honor    the 
Mayor,    to   resurface  Maryland  street,    Ward   13, 
as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING   WARD    15   STREETS. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  Stonehurst  street,  Speedwell 
street  and  Norton  street,  Ward  15,  under  the 
W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EASTERN     RACING     ASSOCIATION      TAX 
ABATEMENT. 

Coun.  TAYLOR  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  refuse 
to  grant  the  Eastern  Racing  Associat.on  any 
tax  abatement  on  their  race  track  property  ocatecl 
in  East  Boston. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — Mr.  President,  beginning 
today  Suffolk  Downs  will  .start  its  annual  assault 
on  the  pocketbooks  of  the  public  of  Boston,  and, 
not  only  that,  but  it  is  an  attack  which  takes 
away  money  from  the  pockets  of  those  people 
least  able  to  afford  it.  They  also  take  it  away 
from  the  legitimate  merchants  of  tlio  City  of 
Boston,  and  as  long  as  this  sort  of  thing  goes  on 
in  this  vicinity,  the  merchants  of  the  City  of 
Boston  are  going  to  continue  to  be  in  the  depres- 
sion. Notwithstanding  the  fact  thai  tin 
racing  association,  which  is  owned  by  wealthy 
men  of  this  community,  is  making  a  very  large 
amount  of  money  each  year  in  proportion  to  the 
investment  and  the  time  they  have  put  in,  they 
have,  nevertheless,  requested  the  City  of  Boston 
to  grant  them  an  abatement  on  the  magnificent 
structures  they  have  erected.  These  gentlemen 
receive  from  the  state  a  license  to  do  business, 
running    tin-    horse    lacing    game.      They    have    a 

monopoly  of  that  in  Massacnu  etl  they  have  no 
competition  whatsoever.  They  charge  their  own 
prices,    and    they    receive   whatever    they    desire, 

and   they  give  whatever  pui   c     they   want,  as  far 
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as  the  horse  racing  people  are  concerned.  They 
are  not,  however,  satisfied  with  the  profits  they 
make;  they  are  not  satisfied  with  the  monopoly 
they  receive  from  the  state;  but  they  even  go  so  far 
as  to  say  that  Boston  is  not  entitled  to  receive  its 
proper  due  in  the  matter  of  taxes,  and  ask  the 
Assessors  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  grant  them  an 
abatement.  There  is  in  that  particular  lot  460,000 
to  800,000  square  feet  of  land,  on  which  they 
have  erected  expensive  buildings  and  a  fine  plant, 
and  the  assessors  of  the  City  of  Boston  have 
assessed  the  land  and  buildings  in  the  sum  of 
$1,788,000.  The  buildings  cost  them  $979,000, 
in  accordance  with  their  own  admission  in  their 
application  to  the  State  Tax  Appeals  Board  for  an 
abatement.  On  their  own  admission,  mind  you, 
they  say  that  the  buildings  cost  them  $979,000, 
but  when  they  make  an  appeal  to  the  Tax  Appeals 
Board  they  say  that  the  buildings  are  worth 
$913,000.  The  Assessing  Department  of  the  city 
have,  I  believe,  assessed  that  property  at  a  fair 
value,  taking  into  consideration  the  assessment 
that  the  city  of  Revere  has  placed  on  their  unim- 
proved land  in  that  particular  area.  But  these 
gentlemen,  some  of  whom  are  also  connected  with 
taxpayer  organizations,  come  in  here,  in  many 
cases  from  outside  communities,  and  clamor 
for  a  reduction  in  the  tax  rate,  so  that  they  may 
be  relieved  of  a  burden,  and  then  come  in  here 
and  ask  you  to  cut  the  salaries  of  the  officials 
of  the  City  of  Boston  in  order  to  reduce  the  tax 
rate.  That  is,  on  the  one  hand  they  are  try- 
ing to  reduce  the  taxes  upon  which  we  rely 
to  run  the  City  of  Boston,  and  on  the  other  hand 
they  are  taking  the  inconsistent  position  of  asking 
the  Board  of  Assessors  to  grant  them  an  abatement 
on  property  on  which  they  are  receiving  a  very 
large  income.  If  they  do  not  receive  that  con- 
sideration from  our  Board  of  Assessors,  they  will 
then  go  to  the  Tax  Appeals  Board  of  the  state 
and  ask  them  to  grant  an  abatement.  That 
is  the  sort  of  thing  that  I  am  seeking  to  pre- 
vent. I  am  also  seeking  to  prevent  action  by 
the  State  Board  of  Appeals  along  the  line  of  abate- 
ments of  this  kind.  But  I  am  afraid  that  we 
may  not  get  the  results  we  should  from  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts,  which  has  always 
in  the  past  been  favorable  to  the  race  track  in- 
terests, the  Legislature  having  passed  the  legis- 
lation under  which  the  race  track  owners  may 
receive  every  possible  benefit.  I  am  afraid  that 
the  Tax  Appeals  Board,  who  come  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Governor  and  his  officials, 
may  influence  the  action  of  State  House  officials 
in  granting  these  requested  abatements.  It 
would  seem,  if  they  care  to  be  fair  and  decent, 
that  they  would  give  assistance  to  the  small 
home  owners  in  the  City  of  Boston,  who  are 
struggling  to  pay  their  tax  bills  today,  rather 
than  to  these  people  who  year  in  and  year  out, 
are  making  millions  on  a  small  investment,  and 
who  are  working  a  comparatively  little  time. 
I  believe  this  order  should  he  sent  to  the  Execu- 
tive, so  that  we  might  ask  members  of  the  Board 
of  Assessors  to  appear  before  us,  and  furnish  us 
with  certain  information  in  regard  to  appeals 
made  by  the  Eastern  Racing  Association  for  tax 
abatements. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  the  councilor 
from  Ward  12  pointed  out  just  exactly  the  way  in 
which  this  State  Board  of  Tax  Appeals  works,  as 
I  happen  to  know.  I  am  familiar  with  abatements 
that  have  been  granted  by  the  State  Board  for 
three  consecutive  years.  I  happen  to  know  about 
the  abatements  that  have  been  granted  by  the 
State  Board  at  the  Revere  dog  track,  which  is 
very  near  Suffolk  Downs,  for  the  past  three  years. 
While  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  Boston,  it  is  very 
interesting.  In  1935,  1936  and  1937  the  assessors 
of  Revere  levied  an  assessment  of  $600,000  on  the 
track,  and  in  the  following  year  the  Board  of 
Appeals  knocked  it  down  to  $400,000.  I  am  with 
the  councilor's  order,  and  I  hope  that  he  wins. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


STEDMAN   STREET,   WARD    11. 

Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  Stedman  street, 
Ward  11,  as  a  public  highway  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
plan  of  construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INVITATION    TO    CHARLES    F. 
RITTENHOUSE. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
City  Council  be  requested  to  invite  Mr.  Charles  F. 
Rittenhouse,  accountant  at  1  Federal  street, 
Boston,  to  appear  before  said  committee  at  its 
next  meeting  and  substantiate  the  charge  made 
by  him  before  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  Home 
Economics  Association  that  the  City  Council  will 
not  cooperate  with  the  Mayor  of  Boston. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  the  daily  papers 
on  Saturday  last  carried  an  account  of  an  address 
made  before  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  Home 
Economics  Association  by  one  Charles  F.  Ritten- 
house, a  Boston  accountant,  whose  business 
address  is  at  No.  1  Federal  street,  but  who  lives 
in  Newton  Centre,  dealing  with  the  Boston  financial 
situation.  I  quote  from  an  extract  of  the  speech 
he  made,  printed  in  the  newspaper,  as  follows: 

"Mayor  Tobin,  for  whom  I  have  the  utmost 
respect,  is  honest  and  sincere,  and  he  is  doing  the 
best  job  he  can.  I  have  worked  with  him  on  the 
financial  side,  and  I  know  that  he  has  a  City  Council 
that  will  not  cooperate." 

Evidently  Mr.  Rittenhouse  is  not  very  well 
acquainted  with  the  action  that  has  been  taken 
in  this  Council  in  the  past  two  years.  The  state- 
ment made  by  this  man  is  most  unjustifiable,  and 
nothing  could  be  further  from  the  truth.  I 
hesitate  to  believe  that  he  was  speaking  for  Mayor 
Tobin  when  he  uttered  his  statement.  I,  along 
with  some  eleven  others  of  the  present  Council, 
have  been  a  member  of  the  body  since  Mayor 
Tobin  took  office,  and  nobody  can  say  that  the 
Mayor  has  been  given  anything  but  100  per  cent 
cooperation  in  his  efforts  to  save  money  and  reduce 
the  tax  rate.  And  nobody  can  say  that  the  present 
body  has  done  other  than  work  100  per  cent  with 
the  Mayor.  The  statement  of  the  gentleman 
cannot  be  permitted  to  go  unchallenged,  and  while 
my  order  invites  Mr.  Rittenhouse  to  appear  before 
the  Council,  I  feel  that  in  fairness  to  this  body  I 
should  put  more  emphasis  on  it,  and  say  that  we 
demand  that  he  come  before  us  and  substantiate 
his  remarks.  Certainly,  we  have  done  everything 
possible  to  cooperate  with  the  Mayor  in  reducing 
the  tax  rate  of  the  city. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  I  too  read 
that  newspaper  item,  and  I  was  surprised  at  it,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  we  have  tried  on  every 
possible  occasion  to  operate  with  Mayor  Tobin 
in  dealing  with  the  finances  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
We  have  certainly  done  everything  that  we  could 
do  along  that  line. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SIDEWALKS   FOR    WARD    9    STREETS. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
construct  sidewalks  along  the  following-named 
streets  in  Ward  9  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of 
construction: 

Dudley  street,  from  Eliot  square  to  Washington 
street;  Juniper  street,  Thornton  St.,  from  Guild  to 
Cedar  street;  Rockledge  street,  Linwood  street, 
Linwood  square.  Dorr  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECONSTRUCTION  OF  WARD  9  STREETS. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  pavement  the  following- 
named  streets  in  Ward  9  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan 
of  construction: 

Highland  avenue,  Logan  street,  Kenihvorth 
street,  Norfolk  street,  Marvin  street.  Simmons 
street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
AVENUE  AND  TREMONT  STREET, 
WARD  9. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 

be  requested,   through   his   Honor  the  Mayor,   to 
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resurface  with  smooth  pavement  Massachusetts 
avenue,  from  Washington  street  to  Columbus 
avenue,  Ward  9,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  con- 
struction;   and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
repave  Tremont  street,  from  Massachusetts  avenue 
to  Roxbury  Crossing,  at  once,  due  to  heavy  traffic 
conditions. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   TEMPORARY   HELP. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  be  authorized  to  appoint  temporary  help 
to  the  position  of  Assistant  City  Messenger  until 
the  position  is  filled  permanently. 
Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  LOVEDEED  COURT, 
WARD  8. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway, 
Lovedeed  court,  Ward  8,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type 
of  construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ROPING  OFF  STREETS,  SOUTH  END  BOYS' 
CLUB   EXERCISES. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  authorized 
to  rope  off  the  area  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington 
and  Canton  streets  in  conjunction  with  the  dedi- 
cation exercises  of  the  South  End  Boys'  Club  to 
be  held  on  May  23,  1940. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TIME  OFF,  CITY  HOSPITAL  EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  HURLEY  and  M.  H.  SULLIVAN 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  give  the  same  consideration  to  em- 
ployees of  the  City  Hospital  as  given  to  employees 
of  other  departments  in  the  matter  of  being  al- 
lowed time  off,  with  pay,  on  Saturday,  or  on 
warm  days  when  a  skeleton  force  is  authorized. 

Coun.  HURLEY  and  GOODE  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  institute  a  change  in  the  present  policy  govern- 
ing payment  for  vacation  period  to  employees  of 
the  City  Hospital,  Boston  Sanatorium  and  the 
Long  Island  Hospital,  the  new  policy  to  provide 
for  payment  of  full  salary  during  the  vacation 
period,  without  deduction  for  meals. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President  and  members 
of  the  Boston  City  Council,  this  order  deals  with 
the  board  money  of  employees  of  the  City  Hospital, 
the  Boston  Sanatorium  and  the  Long  Island  Hos- 
pital. In  one  particular  occupation  up  there, 
the  elevator  operators,  are  allowed  $16.50  a  week 
in  cash,  and  are  allowed  $4  for  meals,  with  no  time 
off  on  account  of  hot  weather.  So  their  total 
compensation,  aside  from  meals,  is  SIR. 50,  and 
there  is  $4  extra  allowed  for  meafs.  It  does  seem 
that  when  they  are  allowed  a  vacation,  under  the 
circumstances,  the  $4  allowed  for  meals  should  be 
continued,  and  not  deducted  from  their  salaries, 
that  the  amount  allowed  should  represent  the 
amount  for  service  and  the  allowance  for  meals. 
But  in  a  vacation  period  in  those  departments 
they  are  just  allowed  the  cash  salary  and  are 
allowed  nothing  for  meals.  Therefore,  I  would 
like  to  see  these  employees  in  the  three  institutions 
allowed  in  addition  to  the  salary  the  amount 
allowed  for  the  meals,  as  it  is  practically  impossible 
for  men  and  women  on  vacations  to  race  from  where 
they  may  happen  to  be  back  to  these  departments 
for  breakfast,  dinner  and  supper.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, that  the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SIDEWALKS,   BELDEN   STREET,    WARD   7. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,     through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,    to    install    artificial    stone    sidewalks    on 
Belden  street,  Ward  7,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE    OF    GLOVER    STREET, 
WARD   7. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
accept  and  lay  out  Glover  street,  Ward  7,  as  a 
public  highway  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  con- 
struction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NAMING  OF  STREET  FOR  DR.  BELLE 
SCOTT   CARMODY. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  SCANNELL  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
name  one  of  the  streets  in  the  new  South  Boston 
housing  project  in  honor  of  the  late  Dr.  Belle 
Scott  Carmody,  whose  splendid  service  to  the 
poor  of  South  Boston  is  deserving  of  the  highest 
commendation. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FOOD    PRICES,    SUFFOLK    DOWNS    RACE 
TRACK. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Eastern  Racing  Association 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
lower  their  prices  on  food  and  refreshments  at  the 
Suffolk  Downs  race  track,  so  that  the  people  who 
patronize  said  track  will  not  be  taken  advantage  of. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BOLTON    STREET    IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  Bolton  street,  Ward  6,  from  Dor- 
chester to  E  street,  and  to  install  sidewalks  on 
said  street  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAINTING   CROSSWALKS,    WARD   6. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That   the   Traffic   Commission   be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  repaint 
all    crosswalks  in   the   Ward   6  section    of   South 
Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


OUTLAWING  OF  SUBVERSIVE  AGENCIES. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  Communist,  Nazi  and  other 
Fifth  Columns  have  been  audaciously  spreading 
foreign  propaganda  in  this  country  with  a  definite 
view  to  undermining  the  American  form  of  govern- 
ment;  and 

Whereas,  Their  treacherous  activities  have 
caused  considerable  concern  and  trouble  in  this 
country;  and 

Whereas,  It  has  been  definitely  proven  that 
these  organizations  are  financed  and  directed  by 
foreign  governments;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  (he  Boston  City  Council  in 
meeting  assembled  respectfully  urges  the  Congress 
of  the  United  .States  to  adopt  the  necessary  laws  in 
conjunction  with  their  program  of  national  defence 
whereby  the  Communist,  Nazi  and  other  Fifth 
Column  organizations  will  be  outlawed  on  the 
ground  that  they  are  subversive  agents  of  foreign 
governments;   and  be  it  further 
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Resolved,  That,  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent 
to  each  Boston  Congressman. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  last  week,  at 
the  time  when  President  Roosevelt  announced 
that  he  intended  to  seek  a  considerable  amount  of 
money  for  the  building  up  of  the  national  defence, 
I  was  sought  by  various  people  to  give  my  opinion 
as  to  what  I  thought  of  the  President's  action. 
I  said  that  I  was  one  of  two  Republican  members 
of  the  overwhelmingly  Democratic  City  Council, 
but  I  frankly  told  them  that  I  was  100  per  cent 
back  of  the  President's  proposal;  that  I  thought 
he  was  absolutely  right  in  asking  for  more  ade- 
quate defence.  I  feel  that  this  country  should  go 
much  farther  in  the  matter  of  national  defence. 
We  have  been  reading  accounts  from  all  over  the 
United  States  of  Fifth  Column  activities,  of 
national  organizations  which  have  been  operating 
in  this  country  against  American  principle,  feeling 
that  there  is  nothing  to  hold  them  back,  spreading 
subversive  propaganda  and  taking  orders  from 
Germany  and  Russia  much  to  the  detriment  of 
the  United  States,  and  showing  clearly  that  they 
are  opposed  to  everything  for  which  this  country 
stands.  Inasmuch  as  such  actions  show  the  need 
of  adequate  defence  against  outside  enemies,  I 
believe  that  Congress  should  enact  necessary  legis- 
lation whereby  these  Communists,  N:izi~  and 
other  Fifth  Column  organizations  will  be  mil- 
lawed  on  the  ground  that,  they  are  subversive 
agents  of  foreign  governments.  This  is  no!  the 
place  or  the  time  for  such  organizations  to  be  given 
the  freedom  of  our  country,  and  I  know  that  each 
and  every  member  of  the  Body  will  back  me  in  my 
statement  and  in  my  order,  which  I  trust  will 
unanimously  pass  the  Rody. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  jusi  wish 
to  tell  the  councilor  that  he  lias  nothing  to  worry 
about,  because  tomorrow  Suffolk  Downs  goes  into 
the  Sixth  Column!     (Laughter.) 

Coun.  FISH— Mr.  President,  I  know  that  all 
Democrats  are  glad  to  receive  the  backing  "f  the 
member  of  the  Republican  party  of  the  ad  inn 
and  the  policies  of  our  grand,  humanitarian 
Democratic  President,  whom  we  have  had  good 
reason  to  find  is  alert  to  what  is  going  on  here  and 
abroad.  Since  we  arc  to  have  this  national  pro- 
gram under  which  several  billion  dollars  will  be 
spent,  and  since  these  un-American  activities 
which  are  going  orr  throughout  the  nation  will 
have  to  be  properly  dealt  with,  I  might  say  that 
a  much  broader  held  of  action  than  that  of  this 
city  or  this  state  might  be  advisable.  Personally, 
I  would  like  to  have  a  study  made  of  the  question 
whether  it  is  possible  to  have  the  Governors  of 
the  forty-eight  states  work  together,  along  the 
lines  that  the  Dies  Committee  is  working  and  in 
conjunction  with  that  committee,  to  deal  with 
these  un-American  and  subversive  activities  in  all 
the  states  of  the  Union.  Until  there  is  an  oppor- 
tunity to  possibly  take  such  utrited  action,  I  will 
simply  say  at  the  moment  that  I  am  overwhelmed 
at  this  Republican  approval  of  the  action  of  our 
Democratic  President. 

The  order  and  resolutions  were  passed  under 
suspension  of  the  rule. 


ROPING  OFF  STREETS,  Y.  D.  PARADE. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  authorized 
to  do  the  necessary  roping  off  of  the  streets  of  Boston 
along  the  route  of  the  Y.  D.  Parade  on  June  S. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INSTALLATION  OF  BOCCE  ALLEYS. 

Coun.  RUSSO,  M.  H.  SULLIYAN  and  GOODE 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
Bocce  alleys  on  all  playgrounds  where  there  is 
a  large  Italian  population. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  the  reason 
why  I  introduce  this  order  is  that  I  find  that  this 
game  of  Bocce  is  being  played  now  more  frequently 
than  ever  before.  I  did  not  realize  how  popular 
it  was  becoming  until  I  was  in  South  Boston  this 
past  week  and  saw  a  game  of  Bocce  going  on,  the 
Bocce  alleys  being  operated  by  individuals  who 
were  charging  a  sum  of  money  for  their  use.  I 
found  that  there  were  150  to  200  people  present 
and  that  there  were  six  alleys  where  the  game 
was  going  on.     Because  this  game  is  being  played 


a  good  deal  at  the  present  time  by  Italo-Americans 
and  others  in  the  City  of  Boston,  I  have  intro- 
duced this  order  requesting  the  Park  Commis- 
sioner to  install  Bocce  alleys  on  all  playgrounds 
where  there  is  a  large  Italian  population.  They 
will  thus  be  given  an  opportunity  to  enjoy  the 
game.  These  Bocce  alleys  are  about  80  feet  in 
length  and  10  feet  in  width  and,  with  the  increas- 
ing popularity  of  the  game,  they  should  be  installed 
in  playgrounds,  particularly  in  neighborhoods 
where  there  is  a  large  Italian  population.  It  is 
a  very  healthful  game,  and  very  enjoyable,  and 
it  is  not  only  played  by  the  young  men,  but  I 
understand  through  Bocce  League  that  even 
grandmothers  and  grandfathers  are  interested. 
There  is  also  the  feature  that,  instead  of  being 
played  indoors,  it  is  played  outdoors.  It  will 
furnish  exercise  and  health  to  our  people,  and  I 
hope  that  the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed   under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


BOCCE  ALLEYS,  COLUMBUS  PARK. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested,   through    his    Honor   the    Mayor,   to   con- 

i  ii.  i  Bocce  alleys  at  Columbus  Park,  South 
Boston. 

Conn.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  was  in- 
vited to  attend  a  Bocce  game  last  Saturday  in 
South  Boston,  and  I  fourrd  that  it  was  very  popular 
and  very  well  attended.  I  have  found  that  there 
are  many  people  in  South  Boston,  in  Ward  7 
and  elsewhere,  who  enjoy  playing  this  game, 
and  I  for  one  am  glad  to  go  along  with  the  councilor 
from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo)  in  the  matter.  I 
certainly  trust  that  the  Park  Commissioner  will 
■net  these  alleys  in  South  Boston. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.  ENGLERT,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submit  tod  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers 
and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston 
for  the  month  of  May. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


FLAGPOLE. 


I'E.VmtDV    S'JUARE. 
CHESTER. 


DOR- 


Coun.  WICKESand  FISH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  erect 
a  new  flagpole  in  Pea  body  square.  Dorchester, 
to  replace  the  one  which  was  there  for  many 
years. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council,  by  direction  of  President  GALVIN, 
took  a  recess  subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chair  at 
3..">2  p.  m.  The  members  reassembled  and  were 
called  to  order  by  President  GALVIN  at  5.30  p.  m. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON    LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petitions  for  driveway  openings — 
that,  same  ought  to  pass,  viz.: 

Grace  Epstein.  Cambridge  street.  Ward  22 
(referred  April  29). 

Milton  Motor  Mart,  Inc..  2260-226G  Dorchester 
avenue,  AVard  17  (referred  May  6). 

Henry  C.  Brookings,  Lincoln  and  Essex  streets 
(referred  today) . 

Report  accepted;  said  permits  granted  under 
usual  conditions. 


INFORMATION     RE     TAX     ABATEMENTS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  furnish 
the  Boston  City  Council  with  a  list  of  all  those 
receiving  abatements  and  the  amounts  from  1927 
to  date. 
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Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  get  this  information  just  to  give  us  an  idea  of 
where  these  abatements  go.  When  a  man  gets  up 
here  and  makes  a  statement  in  regard  to  where 
the  abatements  go,  let  us  be  sure  whether  he  is 
kidding  us  or  telling  us  the  truth.  I  sincerely  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  Board  will  give  us  this  list,  so 
that  there  may  be  no  misunderstanding  in  the 
near  future. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


BUSES  TO  CARSON  BEACH. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make  arrengements  for 
the  operation  of  buses  on  summer  schedule,  from 
the  junction  of  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  West  Cottage 
street  to  Carson  Beach,  just  as  soon  as  the  school 
vacation  period  begins. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CROSS    LINES,    WINTER    AND    BOWDOIN 
STREETS,    WARD    15. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Traffic    Commissioner    be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  paint 
white  crossing  lines  at  the  corner  of  Winter  and , 
Bowdoin  streets,  Ward  15,  Dorchester. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT   ON   BEANO    INVESTIGATION. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  commission  appointed  to 
investigate  Beano  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  report  promptly  what 
progress  it  has  made  and  how  soon  a  final  report 
may  be  expected. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LEGISLATION   RE   PUBLICATION   OF 

i  ABATEMENTS. 

Coun.  CAREY  and  FISH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  draft 
a  bill  for  presentation  to  the  next  session  of  the 
Legislature  which  will  authorize  cities  and  towns 
to  make  public  a  list  of  abatements  granted  On 
real  estate  taxes  under  any  circumstances  during 
any  particular  year. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAPERS   RE   TAX   ABATEMENT 
APPLICATIONS. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  write 
up  an  emergency  W.  P.  A.  obsolete  records  project 
that  will  likely  do  away  with  unnecessary  papers 
now  being  retained  in  the  files,  or  else  furnish  the 
suitable  filing  cases  for  various  papers  necessary 
in  connection  with  applications  for  tax  abatements. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  no  doubt 
every  member  of  this  Body  has  had  occasion  to 
go  down  to  the  room  in  the  assessors'  office  where 
these  abatement  files  are  kept,  and  knows  the 
difficulty  of  getting  at  records,  seeing  how  the 
clerks  have  to  go  from  one  file  to  another,  and 
back  again,  to  find  out  whether  an  application 
has  been  filed  or  what  has  been  done  with  it.  It 
seems  to  me  that  there  is  an  unnecessary  amount 
of  trouble  and  time  lost  in  trying  to  obtain  such 
information.  I  see  no  reason  why  such  a  project 
as  I  have  suggested  in  this  order  could  not  be  put 
into  effect,  doing  away  with  unnecessary  papers 
now  being  retained  in  the  files,  or  furnishing  the 
filing  cases  for  various  papers  necessary  in  con- 
nection with  applications  for  tax  abatements.  I 
think  the  city  can  well  afford  to  have  such  a 
project,  so  that  those  who  have  occasion  to  go 
to  the  office  to  consult  the  files  will  find  the  in- 
formation they  desire  easily  and  readily  available. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

James  A.  Ecker,  Jordan  Hall,  May  17;  Lilla 
Frances  Viles,  Current  Events  Clubhouse,  May  12; 
Stanley  E.  Brown,  Jordan  Hall,  June  4;  Harold  B. 
Simpson,  Jordan  Hall,  June  12;  Shirley  N.  Scott, 
Capen  Memorial  Hall,  June  10;  Lola  M.  Daly, 
Hollywood  Theatre,  June  7;  Edith  M.  Lea  vis, 
Jordan  Hall,  June  24;  Viola  K.  Breiding,  Jordan 
Hall,  June  5;  Doris  Cross,  Jordan  Hall,  May  13; 
Alice  M.  Astle,  Whiton  Hall,  May  28,— recom- 
mending that  leave  be  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  asking 
Charles  F.  Rittenhouse  to  appear  before  Execu- 
tive Committee  at  its  next  meeting — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  order  (referred  May  6)  that 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  lease  to 
James  E.  Welch  Post  No.  56,  A.  L.,  for  post  head- 
quarters in  building  at  46  Joy  street,  Ward  3,  for 
period  of  five  years  for  a  nominal  sum — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 

4.  Rep6rt  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  for 
loan  of  $1,000,000  for  refunding  overlay  deficits 
(referred  today) — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  shall  be  very 
brief  in  speaking  upon  this  matter  on  the  floor 
of  the  Council.  At  the  outset  I  am  going  to  state 
now,  in  answer  to  what  was  brought  against  me 
in  executive  session,  that  I  shall  today  vote  for 
this  order,  although  I  believe  the  members  of  the 
Council  should  be  more  familiar  with  what,  is 
involved  in  this  million  dollar  loan.  I  think  they 
should  know  that  the  reason  why  they  are  going 
to  vote  for  it  is  the  same  reason  that  actuated 
them  before,  that,  although  in  a  sense  it  has  been 
forced  upon  us,  if  it  does  not  pass,  certain  hard- 
ships will  be  caused.  But  I  want  it  clearly  under- 
stood that  these  rackets  are  going  to  the  extent  of 
possibly  $18,000,000,  and  the  only  reason  why  I 
vote  for  this  is  because  of  what  the  Mayor  is 
faced  with.  I  would  like  to  see  something  more 
done  for  the  poor  widows,  for  those  who  would 
be  saved  a  few  dollars,  rather  than  for  those  who 
benefit  to  the  extent  of  half  a  million  dollars  or 
more.  This  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  Mayor 
Tobin  is  unable  to  raise  the  money  to  do  what 
should  be  done  in  this  city,  when  you  consider 
that  we  are  now  having  a  .$40  tax  rate  as  compared 
with  a  $30  tax  rate  some  years  ago.  I  understand 
that  many  of  these  properties  that  are  being 
benefited  in  this  way  are  paying  actually  less  in 
dollars  to  the  City  of  Boston  than  they  formerly 
paid.  But  I  realize  what  the  Mayor  is  faced  with. 
I  say  that  we  are  paying  a  heavy  price  in  voting 
for  this  loan,  but  that  it  is  possibly  the  only  way 
out.  So,  while  I  would  like  to  see  action  deferred 
I  suppose  even  if  it  were  deferred  for  a  month,  I 
would  feel  that  I  should  then  vote  for  it,  under  I  he 
circumstances.  But  it  is  one  of  the  hardest  votes 
I  have  given  in  this  Council  since  I  have  been  a 
member. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  181  nays  1: 

Yeas — Coun.     Carey,     Chase,     Englert,     Fish, 
Galvin,    Goode,    Gottlieb,     Hurley.     Hutchinson, 
Kelly,  Langan,  Linehan,  Lyons,  Russo,  Shattuck, 
D.  F.  Sullivan,   M.   H.  Sullivan,  Wickcs— 18. 
T  Nays — Coun.  Coffey — 1. 

5.  Report  on  order  (referred  todaj  )  authorizing 
the  President  to  appoint  temporary  help  in  City 
Messenger's  office — recommending  passage  of 
accompanying  new  draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  City  Council 
request  a  transfer  of  I  ho  appropriation  made  for 
the  position  of  Assistant  City  Messenger  to  the 
item  for  temporary  employees  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent be  authorized  to  appoint  for  a  period  of  two 
weeks  such  persons  as  he  1 1 1 :i y  see  lit  until  further 
ordered. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order  in  the  new  draft. 

Coun.  LINEHAN     Mi.   President,  I  certainly 
do  not  intend  to  do  anything  rash  at  the  present 
time.     I  know  what  I  would' like  to-do,  but  perl 
it  would  not  be  the  proper  thing  to  do.     Again,  it 
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might  be.  But  when  I  filed  an  amendment  to 
the  order  in  executive  session  I  certainly  thought 
that  the  amendment  would  at  least  be  put  to  the 
Body.  Personally,  as  a  lawyer,  I  know  that  I 
should  have  insisted  on  it,  but  rather  than  cause 
any  trouble  I  was  willing  to  let  it  go  over  tor  a 
week.  I  now  serve  notice  on  the  members  that 
at  the  next  meeting  I  am  going  to  file  an  order, 
whether  it  is  beaten  or  not,  to  go  along  with  the 
suggestion  I  made  in  committee.  I  think  that  is 
going  to  give  the  members  plenty  of  time  to  con- 
sider whether  what  I  suggest  is  right  or  wrong. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  the  order  be  laid  on  the  table  pending  an 
opinion  asked  for  from  the  Law  Department,  first, 
whether  we  can  transfer  this  money  appropriated 
for  a  special  salary  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
temporary  appointment,  and,  if  we  can  transfer 
it,  whether  we  can  spend  the  money  for  that 
purpose. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB—  Mr.  President,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  Mr.  Doyle  is  here  now,  I  would  like 
to  ask  if  he  is  in  a  position  to  inform  the  Council 
on  that  matter,  as  Acting  Corporation  Counsel. 

President  GALVIN—  The  Chair  will  ask  the 
Acting  Corporation  Counsel  whether  he  is  willing 
to  make  a  decision  in  such  short  order.  (Con- 
ferring with  Mr.  Doyle.)  Mr.  Doyle  says  it  is 
not  proper  for  him  to  take  part  in  the  formal 
meeting  of  the  Council,  but  that  he  will  be  glad 
to  answer  any  questions  in  executive  session. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  FISH,  the  Council  voted 
at  5.46  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  Chair,  and  at  5.50  p.  m.  the  Council  was 
again  called  to  order. 

Coun.  CAREY— Mr.  President,  during  (he 
past  week  we  have  suffered  the  loss  of  one  of  our 
working  staff,  a  former  member  of  the  City  Council 
before  the  adoption  of  the  twenty-two-man  Body, 
whose  experience  in  tthe  City  Council  and  with 
public  affairs  made  him  well  qualified  to  act  in  the 
position  to  which  he  was  elected  here  after  leaving 
the  Council.  The  position  held  by  him  was  one  of 
responsibility,  one  which  naturally  necessitated 
the  man  holding  it  should  be  acquainted  with  the 
functions  of  the  City  Council  and  with  the  handling 
of  the  documents  of  this  and  other  city  depart- 
ments. We  have  been  fortunate  in  having  at- 
tached to  the  Council  officers  who  have  had  experi- 
ence in  this  and  other  elective  bodies,  and  who, 
because  of  such  experience,  have  been  qualified  to 
fill  the  positions  to  which  they  have  been  named 
here.  We  are  very  fortunate  in  that  respect,  and 
I  feel  now  that  we  should  fill  this  vacant  position 
by  putting  into  it  another  one  of  our  capable  City 
Council  officials.  I  would  like  at  this  time  to 
have  the  Council  vote  to  place  in  this  office  one 
who  is  well  informed  of  the  duties  and  functions 
of  the  Body  because  of  his  experience  in  the  Body 
in  previous  years.  We  are  all  human,  all  selfish, 
and  there  is  not  one  of  us  who  do  not  feel,  when 
he  is  occupying  a  subordinate  position  in  any 
capacity  and  his  superior  is  removed  by  an  act 
of  Providence,  that  the  vacant  position,  which  we 
feel  qualified  to  fill  because  of  our  experience, 
should  be  given  to  us.  Day  in  and  day  out  I  am 
met  by  people  who  occupy  a  position  in  one  of  our 
departments  who  tell  me  of  vacancies  in  their 
department,  which  they  feel  qualified  to  fill,  and 
to  which  they  feel  entitled  to  promotion.  That  is 
a  natural  and  a  proper  feeling  in  any  department 
of  life.  Mr.  McMahon  would  naturally  like  to 
be  raised  to  the  office  of  Assistant  City  Messenger. 
I  feel  that  we  should  have  no  hesitancy  in  recom- 
mending and  voting  for  him  to  occupy  the  position, 
because  we  are  all  aware  of  his  experience  and 
know  that  he  is  equipped  to  properly  handle  the 
job.  Therefore,  I  move  that  we  proceed  to  the 
election  of  an  Assistant  City  Messenger  at  this 
time. 

President  GALVIN — The  motion  is  out  of 
order  at  the  present  time.  The  question  is  on 
Councilor  Shattuck's  motion. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  as  we 
have  since  received  an  opinion  of  the  Law  Depart- 
ment, I  will  withdraw  the  motion. 

President  GALVIN — The  question  now  comes 
on  the  passage  of  the  order  as  reported  by  the 
committee. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  parliamentary  inquiry.  Does  this  order, 
if  passed,  mean  that  Councilor  Carey  cannot  then 
offer  his  motion  to  go  ahead  and  elect  an  Assistant 
City  Messenger? 


President  GALVIN — If  Councilor  Carey  offers 
the  motion,  and  it  is  passed,  it  abrogates  this  order 
completely.  The  question  now  comes  on  the 
passage  of  the  order  as  reported  by  the  committee. 

Coun.  FISH — As  it  comes  from  Executive? 

President  GALVIN— Exactly. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  move  that  the 
order  be  laid  on  the  table  for  one  week. 

The  question  was  put,  but  before  it  was  decided 
Coun.  FlSH  withdrew  his  motion. 

President  GALVIN" — The  question  now  comes 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  declared  passed. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  doubted  the  vote  and 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  15.  nays  2: 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Englert,  Fish,  Galvin. 
Goode,  Gottlieb,  Hurley,  Hutchinson,  Kelly, 
Langan,  Linehan,  Lyons,  Russo,  D.  F.  Sullivan, 
Wickes— 15. 

Nays — Coun.  Chase,  Shattuck — 2. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  I  now  move 
that  we  proceed  to  the  election  of  an  Assistant 
City  Messenger. 

Coun.  LANGAN — Mr.  President,  if  Councilor 
Carey's  motion  is  put  and  passed,  am  I  correct  in 
assuming  that  the  previous  order  will  be  abrogated? 

President  GALVIN' — Exactly.  The  question 
now  comes  on  the  motion  to  proceed  to  the  election 
of  an  Assistant  City  Messenger. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.  My  point  of  order  is,  whether  in 
connection  with  this  motion,  a  motion  would  be 
in  order  to  re-establish  the  salary  of  that  position? 

President  GALVIN — No  transfer  having  yet 
been  made  the  salary  would  be  the  same  as  it  was 
at  the  death  of  Mr.  Walsh. 

Coun.  LINEHAN' — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  information.  If  we  elect  under  this 
motion,  will  a  motion  then  be  in  order  in  connection 
with  t he  other  position  to  become  vacant? 

President  GALVIN — Yes.  The  question  now 
comes  on  the  motion  to  proceed  to  the  election  of 
an  Assistant  City  Messenger.  The  Chair  would 
ask  unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 
Do  I  hearany  objection?  (No  objection.)  Gentle- 
men, it  is  my  belief,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this 
order  is  submitted  today,  having  in  mind  Coun- 
cilor Hurley's  position  and  wishing  to  give  to  each 
and  every  member  of  the  Council  an  opportunity  to 
give  to  a  man  from  his  district  two  weeks'  work, 
that  we  should  not  act  too  hastily  at  this  moment 
Of  course,  we  all  have  in  mind  the  position  of 
the  people  back  home,  whom  we  are  elected  to 
serve,  and  with  so  many  people  walking  the 
streets  without  work  at  this  particular  time, 
I  feel  that  we  would  be  doing  a  double  duty  by 
first  giving  to  our  members  an  opportunity  to 
temporarily  fill  the  position  with  men  qualified 
to  occupy  it,  thereby  relieving  the  pressure  on 
some  of  the  members  of  our  Body  from  their 
constituency.  In  the  second  place,  we  will 
thereby  be  helping  somebody,  giving  him  a  job 
for  two  weeks,  when  he  otherwise  might  be  com- 
pelled to  go  on  welfare.  I  think,  therefore, 
that  the  Council  would  be  acting  hastily  today 
in  electing  permanently  a  person  to  that  position, 
and  I  think  that  what  I  am  now  saving  probably 
represents  the  attitude  of  a  number  of  members 
of  the  Council.  The  delay,  of  course,  will  be 
only  temporary.  I  would,  therefore,  like  to 
move  an  amendment,  that  this  be  laid  on  the 
table  until  another  day.  I  would  move,  there- 
fore, that  we  lay  Councilor  Carey's  motion  on 
the  table. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  personal  privilege,  to  make  a  state- 
ment, if  there  is  no  objection.  (No  objection.) 
I  certainly  do  not  want  to  take  issue  with  you, 
Mr.  President,  on  the  question  of  whether  action 
should  be  postponed  until  next  week,  but  you 
said  something  which  might  put  me  in  the  position 
of  saying  that  I  would  not  want  anybody  in  my 
ward  to  have  this  job  for  two  weeks.  I  do.  how- 
ever, feel  that  this  existing  vacancy  should  be 
filled,  passing  two  men  up  the  line,  and  that 
the  vacancy  then  left  at  the  bottom  might  be 
filled  by  men  certified  by  the  different  councilors. 
I  would  be  glad  to  vote  for  that  procedure. 

President  GALVIN— The  Chair  did  not  intend 
any  reflection  on  any  of  the  councilors  in  his 
statement.  The  question  now  comes  on  the 
motion  to  lay  Councilor  Carey's  motion  on  the 
table,  and  on  that  motion  no  debate  is  in  order. 

The  motion  to  lay  Coun.  Carey's  motion  on 
the  table  was  carried. 
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SYMPATHY  FOR  FAMILY  OF  WILLIAM  J. 
WALSH. 

Coun.  TAYLOR  and  M.  H.  SULLIVAN 
offered   the  following: 

Whereas,  The  Boston  City  Council  has  learned, 
with  a  feeling  of  deep  regret  and  sorrow,  of  the 
recent  death  of  William  J.  Walsh,  late  Assistant 
City  Messenger  of  the  Boston  City  Council  and 
former  member  of  the  City  Council;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  desires  to  extend  its  sincere  sympathy  and 
condolence  to  the  family  of  the  late  William  J. 
Walsh  and  to  express  the  gratitude  and  appre- 
ciation of  the  citizens  of  Boston  for  the  long, 
honorable  and  faithful  service  rendered  by  said 
William  J.  Walsh  during  his  public  career. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  this  last  week 
all  the  members  of  the  Council  have  mourned 
the  loss  of  a  faithful  employee  of  the  Boston 
City  Council,  Bill  Walsh,  who  had  been  here  for 
many  years  and  had  rendered  efficient  and  faithful 
service.  I  have  therefore  offered  these  resolutions 
of  sympathy  and  condolence  to  the  family  of 
Mr.  Walsh,  and  trust  that  a  copy  of  the  resolu- 
tions may  be  forwarded  to  them. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  it 
was  my  desire  to  introduce  a  similar  resolution 
here  this  afternoon.  I  feel  that  in  the  loss  of 
William  J.  Walsh  I  have  sustained  a  double  loss. 
To  me  he  was  a  faithful  friend,  a  conscientious 
and  trustworthy  adviser,  and  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  adequately  express  at  this  time  my  deep 
sense  of  loss  in  his  death.  During  my  life  he 
and  his  family  have  been  friends  of  myself  and 
my  family.  When  I  came  into  the  Body,  a  young 
man  of  twenty-six,  I  found  him  a  valuable  and 
sympathetic  adviser  in  following  the  path  that 
he  had  already  followed  as  a  member  of  this 
Council.  He  had  been  engaged  in  civic  activities 
in  this  Council  and  otherwise  over  a  period  of 
years,  and  was  in  a  position  to  assist  me  greatly 
by  his  friendly  advice,  and  in  my  political  life  he 
was  a  consistent  friend.  From  the  day  when  I 
took  the  oath  of  office  in  this  Body  that  friendship 
grew.     On  occasions  when   I  was  in  doubt,  as  a 


young  member  of  the  Body,  I  went  to  Bill  for 
counsel  and  advice,  as  I  did  and  as  we  all  do,  to 
our  genial  adviser,  the  City  Clerk.  I  feel  that  I 
have  suffered  a  great  personal  loss,  as  I  know  the 
other  members  of  the  Body  also  feel,  in  the  death 
of  Mr.  Walsh,  a  good  man,  a  conscientious  public 
servant,  and  an  able  and  friendly  adviser  of  people 
who  needed  help.  He  was  a  man  to  whom  every- 
body came  for  assistance  and  for  valuable  advice 
during  his  tenure  of  office  as  a  member  of  the  City 
Council  and  as  Assistant  City  Messenger. 

The  resolution  was  passed  by  a  unanimous  rising 
vote. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

It  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  HURLEY, 
that  when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on 
Monday,  June  3,  at  2  p.  m. 


Adjourned  at  6.05  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
RUSSO,  to  meet  on  Monday,  June  3,  1940,  at 
2  p.  m. 


NOTE. 

On  the  last  order  in  column  2,  page  202,  May  6, 
entitled  "Occupational  Tax  on  Non-Residents, " 
asking  the  Corporation  Counsel's  opinion  of  the 
constitutionality  of  such  a  tax,  Coun.  LINEHAN 
said: 

Mr.  President,  I  have  heard  a  lot  this  year 
about  how  we  can  get  some  money  from  non- 
residents of  Boston,  but  so  far  we  don't  seem 
successful  in  such  a  plan  to  help  the  taxpayers  of 
Boston.  Perhaps  this  suggestion  is  not  constitu- 
tional, but  if  the  Corporation  Counsel  rules  that 
it  is,  that  the  city  has  a  right  to  assess  an  occupa- 
tional tax  on  non-residents,  such  a  tax  should 
produce  considerable  revenue  for  the  city.  I 
certainly  hope  it  is  possible  to  do  so. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CJTT    OF    BOSTON    PBINTINO    DBF-jmTMKNT 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


223 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  June  3,  1940. 

Regular  meeting  of  City  Council  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  p.  m.,  President 
GALVIN  in  the  chair  and  all  the  members  present. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  Coun.  SHATTUCK  pre- 
siding at  the  jury  box  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor, 
as  follows: 

Twenty-two  grand  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  July  1,  1940: 

Arthur  W.  Caggiano,  Ward  1;  Robert  W. 
Clarke,  Ward  1 ;  Louis  J.  Fagone,  Ward  1 ;  Clinton. 
A.  Chase,  Ward  2;  Joseph  Cooney,  Ward  7; 
Joseph  E.  Towne,  Ward  8;  William  G.  Marshall, 
Ward  9;  Karl  H.  States,  Ward  9;  James  M. 
McDonnell,  Ward  10;  William  L.  Randall,  Ward 
12;  George  J.  Crowley,  Ward  13;  George  W. 
Muttart,  Ward  14;  Patrick  Courtney,  Ward  15; 
Charles  F.  Hennessy,  Ward  15;  Clifford  B. 
Tripp,  Ward  17;  Joseph  J.  Delory,  Ward  18; 
John  Walsh,  Ward  18;  Walter  E.  Healy,  Ward  19- 
George  K.  Lent,  Ward  20;  Albert  E.  Cleveland, 
Ward  21;  Frank  Harvey,  Ward  22;  John  M. 
Mannix,  Ward  22. 

Sixty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  July  1,  1940: 

James  Knowles,  Ward  1 ;  James  Lanza,  Ward  1 ; 
Lawrence  M.  Roach,  Ward  1;  John  A.  Dolan 
Ward  2;  John  B.  Branigan,  Ward  3;  Theodore  F. 
Prodau,  Ward  3;  Albert  Simone,  Ward  3;  Edward 
W.  Clahane,  Ward  4;  Samuel  M.  Haskins,  Ward  4; 
John  J.  Hill,  Jr.,  Ward  4;  Charles  H.  Hughes, 
Ward  4;  Leslie  J.  Rogers,  Ward  4;  Leo  J.  Casey, 
Ward  6;  Clarence  J.  Heiland,  Ward  6;  Laurence 
Rooney,  Ward  6;  Bernard  A.  Giers,  Ward  7; 
Alfred  J.  Kinsman,  Ward  7;  William  J.  McDer- 
mott,  Ward  7;  Samuel  F.  Sehofield,  Ward  7; 
John  F.  Corbett,  Ward  10;  William  A.  O'Keefe 
Ward  10;  William  C.  Snyder,  Ward  10;  William  J. 
Walsh,  Ward  10;  Charles  A.  Harrington,  Ward  11 ; 
Francis  Quigley,  Ward  11;  Michael  J.  Egan, 
Ward  12-  Thomas  F.  Murphy,  Ward  12;  Victor  J. 
Renaghan,  Ward  13;  Morris  Clemens,  Ward  14; 
Charles  F.  Gorman,  Ward  14;  Jacob  Van  Praag, 
Ward  14;  Benjamin  Wolpert,  Ward  14;  John  P. 
Carroll,  Jr.,  Ward  15;  Henry  B.  Driscoll,  Ward  15; 
Edward  F.  McHugh,  Ward  15;  James  J.  Monagle, 
Ward  15;  James  Smith,  Ward  15;  John  L.  Vier- 
kant,  Ward  15;  Benjamin  Hogan,  Ward  16; 
George  E.  Richardson,  Ward  16;  Harry  C.  Weaver 
Ward  16;  John  Devins  Ward  17;  John  E. 
McGlynn,  Ward  17;  William  N.  McKinney, 
Ward  17;  John  W.  White,  Ward  17;  Herbert  R. 
Dimmiek,  Ward  18;  Harold  F.  Jones,  Ward  18; 
James  M.  McCormack,  Ward  18;  Leo  J.  Sliney, 
Ward  18;  George  L.  Sullivan,  Ward  18;  George  T. ' 
Whittington,  Ward  18;  William  S.  Halley,  Ward 
19;  John  J.  Hayes,  Ward  19;  John  Joseph  Herlihy, 
Ward  19;  Charles  B.  McGrath,  Ward  19;  Francis 
W.  Smith,  Ward  19;  Robert  E.  Lannon,  Ward  20; 
Edward  L.  Keefer,  Ward  21;  John  J.  Corkerv, 
Ward  22;  Joseph  H.  Diggins,  Ward  22;  Joseph  A. 
Gokey,  Ward  22. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments,  viz.: 

Weighers  of  Coal:  Abraham  Berman,  120  Border 
street,  East  Boston,  Mass.;  Catherine  A.  McFar- 
land,  24  Willis  street,  Dorchester,  Mass. ;  John  J. 
Morley,  140  Freeport  street,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

Weigher  of  Goods:  George  Johnson,  7  Aerial 
street,  Arlington,  Mass. 


Constables  for  term  of  one  year,  beginning  with 
first  day  of  May,  1940,  with  authority  to  serve 
civil  process  upon  filing  of  the  necessary  bond 
Edward  Swig,  109  Glenway  street,  Ward  14 
Leo  J.  Glennon,  42  Waverly  street,  Ward  12 
Michael  Feldman,  72  Strathmore  road,  Ward  21. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


GIFT  OF   NORTH   END   LAND   FOR 
PLAYGROUND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  6,  1940. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  herewith  transmitting  a  letter 
from  George  Holden  Tinkham  offering,  as  agent 
for  the  heirs  of  Joshua  Bennett  together  with  a 
deed  of  said  heirs,  the  gift  of  a  parcel  of  land  belong- 
ing to  said  heirs  and  situated  on  Charter  street 
and  Vernon  place  in  the  North  End  district  of 
Boston,  for  playground  purposes  for  children. 

It  is  apparent  that  this  parcel  of  land,  situated 
as  it  is  in  a  highly  congested  tenement  district, 
would  make  an  ideal  location  for  a  playground  for 
children,  and  I  therefore  recommend  that  the  City 
Council  accept  the  gift  of  this  parcel  of  land  and 
place  the  same  in  the  care,  custody  and  control 
of  the  Park  Department  for  playground  purposes. 
Respectfully  yours, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  May  6,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — -Honorable  George  Holden 
Tinkham  as  agent  for  the  heirs  of  Joshua  Bennett, 
in  a  letter  addressed  to  you  under  date  of  October 
6,  1939,  expressed  the  desire  of  the  said  heirs 
to  give  to  the  City  of  Boston  a  certain  parcel 
of  land  situated  at  No.  23  Charter  street  and 
No.  1—12  Vernon  place,  containing  about  9,916 
square  feet  of  land,  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
a  playground  for  children. 

In  a  letter  addressed  to  William  P.  Long, 
Chairman,  Park  Commissioners,  dated  October 
23,  1939,  you  stated, — 

"I   have  accepted  in  behalf  of  the   city   the 
offer  of  the  heirs  of  Joshua  Bennett  extended 
by  Agent  George  Holden  Tinkham,   the   prop- 
erty  at   Charter   street   and   Vernon   place." 
A  deed  of  this  property  has  been  delivered  to  the 
Law    Department   by   George    Holden    Tinkham. 
In   order   that   the   expressed    wishes   of   yourself 
and   of   George   Holden   Tinkham,    and   the   heirs 
of  Joshua  Bennett  may  be  accomplished,  I  inclose 
herewith  the  following  papers,  to  be  transmitted 
to  the  City  Council  by  you,   if  the  same  meet 
with  your  approval: 

1.  Order — Acceptance  ,  by  the  City  of 
Boston  of  the  gift  of  the  heirs  of  Joshua  Bennett 
and  transfer  of  the  land  so  given  to  the  care, 

"~  custody  and   control   of  the   Park  Department 
for  playground   purposes. 

2.  Deed:  Gift  of  the  heirs  of  Joshua  Bennett 
to  the  City  of  Boston  of  the  parcel  of  land 
situated  at  No.  23  Charter  street  and  No. 
1-12  Vernon  place.  This  deed  should  accom- 
pany the  foregoing  order  to  the  City  Council. 

3.  Letter:  Offer  of  George  Holden  Tinkham 
as  agent  for  the  heirs  of  Joshua  Bennett,  dated 
October  6,  1939,  of  the  sajd  parcel  of  land 
No.  23  Charter  street  and  No.  1-12  Vernon 
place.  This '  letter  should  accompany  the 
foregoing  order  and  deed  to  the  City  Council. 

Very  truly  yours, 

W.  J.  Doyle, 
-  Acting  Corporation  Counsel. 

Whereas,  George  Holden  Tinkham  of  Boston, 
Mass.;  Annie  E.  Holden  of  Concord,  Mass.; 
Madeleine  TV  Miller  of  Chicago,  III.;  Gwendolyn 
M.  H.  Conant  of  Brookline,  Mass.;  Gladys  E.  M. 
Hosmer  of  Concord,  Mass. ;  Natalie  If.  L.  Willis 
of  New  York,  New  York;  Rebecca  W.  Cramer 
of  Cramerton,  North  Carolina;  Hie  heirs  of 
Joshua  Bennett,  late  of  Boston,  desire  to  grant 
as  a  gift  to  the  City  of  Boston  a  certain  parcel 
of  land  situated  at  No.  23  Charter  street  an. I 
No.  1  to  12  Vernon  place  in  Boston  Proper,  and 
containing  about  9,692  square  feet  of  land  and 
more  fully  bounded  and  described  in  a  deed 
accompanying  this  order. 
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OITY    COUNCIL,. 


Ordered,  That,  the  gift  by  deed  to  the  City  of 
Boston  by  the  heirs  of  Joshua  Bennett  of  the 
parcel  of  land  situated  at.  No.  23  Charter  street 
and  No.  1-12  Vernon  place,  Boston  Proper,  con- 
taining about  9,692  square  feet  of  land  and  more 
fully  described  in  the  said  deed,  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  accepted;  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  said  parcel  of  land  be  placed 
in  the  care,  custody  and  control  of  the  Park 
Department  to  be  used  for  playground  purposes 
for  children. 

Referred   to   Executive    Committee. 


SALE   OF  LAND   TO   MASSACHUSETTS 
GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  3,  1940. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — On  February  5  of  this  year  I  pre- 
sented to  your  Honorable  Body  an  order  whereby 
the  City  of  Boston  might  sell  a  certain  parcel  of 
land  owned  by  it  and  situated  on  the  westerly 
side  of  North  Grove  street,  Boston  Proper,  to  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital  for  hospital  pur- 
poses and  the  said  hospital  as  consideration  therefor 
agreed  to  pay  a  certain  sum  of  money  and  to  con- 
vey to  the  City  of  Boston  certain  parcels  of  land 
situated  on  the  northerly  side  of  Cambridge  street, 
to  be  utilized  as  a  driveway  and  rear  entrance  to 
the  Suffolk  County  Jail.  This  order  contained  an 
express  reservation  whereby  the  City  of  Boston 
was  to  be  permitted  to  maintain,  use  and  occupy 
the  building  known  as  the  "Morgue"  until  Septem- 
ber 30,  1942. 

Dr.  William  J.  Brickley,  Medical  Examiner 
for  the  Northern  District,  Suffolk  County,  has 
requested  that,  the  said  "Morgue"  building  be 
exempted  from  the  proposed  sale  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital  at  this  time.  The 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital  has  agreed  to 
the  exemption  of  the  "Morgue"  from  the  pro- 
posed sale  and  I  have  acceded  to  the  request  of 
Doctor  Brickley. 

I  therefore  request  the  withdrawal  of  the  order 
presented  to  your  Honorable  Body  on  February  ■">. 
1940,  and  to  substitute  in  its  place  the  order 
inclosed  herewith  whereby  the  City  of  Boston 
may  sell  at  private  sale  to  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  a  certain  parcel  of  land  situated 
on  the  northwesterly  side  of  North  Grove  street, 
containing  17,572  square  feet,  for  the  sum  of 
$49,647  and  the  conveyance  by  said  hospital  to 
the  City  of  Boston  of  certain  parcels  of  land 
situated  on  the  northerly  side  of  Cambridge 
street,  containing  1,023  square  feet. 

The  sale  of  this  city-owned  land  will  in  cir;>l 
measure  help  the  Massachusetts  General  Hos- 
pital in  carrying  on  its  hospital  work  and  the 
conveyance  of  the  said  hospital  land  to  the  city 
will  provide  an  adequate  driveway  and  rear  en- 
trance to  the  Suffolk  County  Jail. 

I  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the  in- 
closed order. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  is  the  present 
owner  of  a  certain  parcel  of  land,  together  with 
the  buildings  thereon,  situated  on  the  westerly 
side  of  North  Grove  street  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  more  fully  described  and  shown  as  "Parcel 
A  "  on  a  plan  hereinafter  referred  to;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  premises,  "Parcel  A,"  are 
no  longer  needed  for  public  purposes;    and 

Whereas,  The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
a  corporation  duly  organized  under  the  laws  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  is  the 
owner  of  a  certain  parcel  of  land  situated  on  the 
northerly  side  of  Cambridge  street  and  on  the 
westerly  side  of  North  Grove  street  in  the  City 
of  Boston  and  more  fully  described  and  shown 
as  "Parcel  C"  on  a  plan  hereinafter  referred  to, 
and  a  contiguous  parcel  of  registered  land  situated 
on  the  westerly  side  of  said  North  Grove  street, 
more  fully  described  and  shown  as  "Parcel  D" 
on  a  plan  hereinafter  referred  to;   and 

Whereas,  The  said  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital  desires  to  purchase  for  hospital  purposes 
said  "Parcel  A"  and  has  offered  to  the  City  of 
Boston  as  consideration  therefor  the  sum  of  forty- 
nine  thousand  six  hundred    forty-seven    (49,647) 


dollars,  and  to  grant  to  the  City  of  Boston  said 
"Parcel  C"  and  said  "Parcel  D";  now,  therefore, 
it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  sell 
at  private  sale  to  the  said  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Hospital  all  the  City  of  Boston's  right,  title 
and  interest  in  and  to  said  "Parcel  A"  together 
with  the  buildings  thereon  for  the  sum  of  forty- 
nine  thousand  six  hundred  forty-seven  (49,647) 
dollars  and  the  grant  to  the  City  of  Boston  of 
said  "Parcel  C"  and  said  "Parcel  D";  and  it  is 
further. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston  be.  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized 
to  execute  and  deliver  in  the  name  and  behalf 
of  the  City  of  Boston  an  instrument  in  writing, 
satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  Department 
of  said  City  of  Boston,  wherein  the  said  City 
of  Boston  conveys  to  the  said  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  all  the  City  of  Boston's  right, 
title  and  interest  in  and  to  said  "Parcel  A"  to- 
gether with  the  buildings  thereon,  bounded  and 
described  as  follows: 

Northerly  by  land  of  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital,  one  hundred  fortv-seven 
and  20-100  (147.20)  feet: 

Easterly  by  North  Grove  street,  twenty- 
five  (25)  feet ; 

Southerly  by  land  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
fifty-one  (51)  feet; 

Easterly  again,  by  other  land  of  the  City  of 
Boston,   ninety-seven   and   62-100   (97.62)    feet; 
Easterly  again,  by  other  land  of  the   Massa- 
chusetts   Cleneral    Hospital,    twenty-eight    and 
27-100    (28.27)    feet; 

Southerly  by  other  land  of  the  Massachu- 
setts General  Hospital,  forty-five  and  94-100 
(45.94)  feet; 

Easterly  again,  by  other  land  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital,  twenty-nine  and 
80-100    (29.80)    feet; 

Southerly  again,  by  other  land  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  fifty-four  and  80-100  (54.80)  feet; 

Westerly  again,  by  other  land  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  one  hundred  seventv-six  and  47-100 
(176.47)  feet; 

Containing  seventeen  thousand  five  hun- 
dred seventy-two  (17,572)  square  feet  of  land, 
more  or  lo-~. 

All   of  said   measurements  shown  on   a   plan 

marked  "City  of  Boston,   North  Grove  Street, 

Boston    Proper,   February   7,    1940,    William   J. 

Sullivan.    Chief    Engineer.    Street     Laying-Out 

Department,"   and  designated  as   "Parcel   A" 

thereon, 

upon  the  payment  by  the  said  the  Massachusetts 

Genera]    Hospital    to    the    City    of    Boston    of    the 

sum    of    forty-nine    thousand    six    hundred    forty- 

a     (49,647)     dollars  and   the   delivery   to   the 

City   of    Boston    by    the   said    the    Massachusetts 

Genera]    Hospital   of  a  deed  satisfactory  in   form 

to  the   Law   Department  of  the  City  of   Boston, 

whereby     the    said     the    Massachusetts    General 

Hospital   conveys   to   the   City  of   Boston   all   the 

said   hospital's  right,   title  and  interest   in  and  to 

said     "Parcel    C",    bounded    and    described    as 

follows: 

Northerly  bv  land  of  the  Massachusetts 
Ccneral  Hospital,  twelve  and  85-100  (12.85) 
feet; 

Easterly  by  other  land  of  the  Massachu- 
setts General  Hospital,  sixty-eight  and  28-100 
(68.28)  feet; 

Southerly  by  Cambridge  street,  fourteen  and 
11-100  (14.11)  feet; 

Westerly  by  Cambridge  Street  avenue,  fortv- 
six  and  50-100  (46.50)  feet; 

Northerly  again,  by  land  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
one  and  34-100  (1.34)  feet; 

Westerly  again,   bv  other  land   of   the   City 

of  Boston,  twenty-three  and  25-100  (23.25)  feet; 

Containing   nine   hundred   thirty-seven    (937) 

square  feet  of  land,  more  or  less;  and 

said    "Parcel    D"    a    parcel    of    registered    land, 

Certificate  of  Title  No.  8111.  recorded  with  Suffolk 

Land  Registrations.  Book  36,  page  111,  bounded 

and  described  as  follows: 

Northerly    bv    land    of    the     Massachusetts 
General  Hospital,  twelve  and  89-100  (12.89)  feet ; 
Easterly   by   other   land    of    the    Massachu- 
setts General  Hospital,  six  and  42-100  (6.42)  feet; 
Southerly  bv  other  land  of  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital,  twelve  and  85-100  (12.85)  feet; 
Westerly    by    land    of    the    City    of    Boston, 
seven  (7)  feet ; 
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Containing  eighty-six  (86)  square  feet  of  land, 
more  or  less. 

All  of  said  measurements  are  shown  on  a  plan 
marked  "City  of  Boston,  North  Grove  Street, 
Boston  Proper,  February  7,  1940,  William  J. 
Sullivan,  Chief  Engineer,  Street  Laying-Out  De- 
partment," and  designated  as  "Parcel  C"  and 
"  Parcel  D  "  thereon. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


MASSACHUSETTS  AVENUE  FENCE,   FORT 
POINT   CHANNEL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  3,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  May  6,  1940,  concerning  the  erection  of  a 
suitable  fence  on  Massachusetts  avenue,  at  the 
Fort  Point  Channel,  Ward  8. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

May  21,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From  George  G.   Hyland,   Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Fence  on  Massachusetts  Avenue,  at  Fort 
Point  Channel. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  erect  a  suitable 
fence  on  Massachusetts  avenue  at  the  Fort  Point 
Channel,  Ward  8. 

Please  be  advised  that  I  find,  upon  investiga- 
tion, that  the  fence  at  this  location  is  in  very 
good  condition  with  the  exception  of  two  pipes 
that  were  badly  rusted.  If  the  necessary  repairs 
have  not  already  been  made  they  will  be  in  the 
very  near  future. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


ERECTION   OF    NEW   SUBWAY    STATION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  3,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Transit  Department  Chairman  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  22,  1940,  concerning  the  erect- 
ing of  a  subway  station  at  Arundel  and  Aberdeen 
streets,  at  Beacon  street,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Transit  Department,  May  21,  1940. 
C.  A.  Reardon, 

Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  order  of  the  City 
Council,  dated  April  22,  1940,  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Transit  Commission  deter- 
mine the  advisability  of  erecting  a  subway  station 
at  Arundel  and  Aberdeen  streets,  at  Beacon  street, 
as  a  W.  P.  A.  project." 

The  necessity  for  a  station  at  this  point  was 
given  due  consideration  when  the  Boylston  Street 
Subway  was  extended  to  Audubon  Circle.  The 
distance  between  Kenmore  and  Audubon  Stations 
is  only  three  thousand  feet,  therefore,  it  was  deter- 
mined inadvisable  to  erect  another  station  in  the 
locality  proposed. 

Action  by  the  Legislature  would  be  necessary 
to  provide  funds  to  finance  such  a  project. 
Very  truly  yours, 
T.  F.  Sullivan,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


OBSOLETE    RECORDS,    ASSESSING 
DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  3,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I    transmit    herewith    letter    from 
the  Principal  Assessor  relative  to  your  order  of 


May  20,  1940,  concerning  the  writing  up  of  an 
emergency  W.  P.  A.  obsolete  records  project  that 
will  likely  do  away  with  unnecessary  papers  now 
being  retained  in  the  files,  or  else  furnish  the 
suitable  filing  cases  for  various  papers  necessary 
in  connection  with  applications  for  tax  abatements. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Assessing  Department,  May  25,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — -We    have    a    memorandum    dated 
May  23  from  William  T.   Doyle,   Chief  Clerk  of 
your  office,  inclosing  the  order  of  the  City  Council 
as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  write 
up  an  emergency  W.  P.  A.  obsolete  records  project 
that  will  likely  do  away  with  unnecessary  papers 
now  being  retained  in  the  files,  or  else  furnish  the 
suitable  filing  cases  for  various  papers  necessary 
in  connection  with  applications  for  tax  abate- 
ments", 

and  in  reply  wish  to  say  that  we  have  requested 
the  Public  Buildings  Department  to  furnish  us 
with  suitable  filing  cases,  and  if  these  are  furnished 
it  will  be  unnecessary  to  set  up  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
Very  truly  yours, 
v  John  C.  L.  Dowlino, 

Principal  Assessor  in  Charge  of 
Administration. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING    MARYLAND    STREET, 

WARP    13. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  3,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

.  Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  May  20,  1940,  concerning  the  resurfacing 
of  Maryland  street,  Ward  13,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

May  28,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    George    G.    Hyland,    Commissioner,  Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Resurfacing  of  Marylalid  Street,  Ward  13. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner   of   Public   Works   resurface   Mary- 
land street,  Ward  13,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

Please  be  advised  that  later  on  during  the  year 
I  will  endeavor  to  have  this  street  submitted  for 
approval  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING  BOLTON  STREET,  WARD  G. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  3,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  May  20,  1940,  concerning  the  resurfacing 
of  Bolton  street,  Ward  fi,  from  Dorchester  to 
E  street,  and  to  install  sidewalks  on  said  street 
under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

May  28.  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.    Hyland,   Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Resurfacing  of  Bolton  Street,  Ward  G. 

I   return   herewith   order  in   City   Council   that 
the    Commissioner    of     Public     Works    resurface 


226 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


Bolton  street,  Ward  6,  from  Dorchester  to  E 
street,  and  to  install  sidewalks  on  said  street 
under   the   W.    P.    A.    plan    of    construction. 

Please  be  advised  that  later  on  during  the  year 
I  will  endeavor  to  have  this  street  submitted 
for  approval  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


FLAGPOLE,   PEABODY   SQUARE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  3,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to  your 
order  of  May  20,  1940,  concerning  the  erecting 
of  a  new  flagpole  in  Peabody  square,  Dorchester,  to 
replace  the  one  which  was  there  for  many  years. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  25,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,   Mayor's   Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  May  22, 
with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  that 
the    Park    Department    erect    a    new    flagpole    in 
Peabody   square,    Dorchester. 

Please  be  informed  this  flagpole  comes  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  City  Messenger's  Depart- 
ment and  not  the  Park  Department. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


TENNIS   COURTS,  ALMONT   STREET 
PLAYGROUND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  3,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  chairman  of  the  Park  Department  relative  to 
your  order  of  May  20,  1940,  concerning  the  placing 
in  suitable  condition  the  tennis  courts  ou  the 
Almont  Street  Playground  in  the  Mattapan  section 
of  Ward  18. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  25,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  May  22, 
with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  that 
the  Park  Department  place  in  suitable  condition 
the  tennis  courts  on  the  Almont  Street  Playground. 
The  tennis  courts  are  continually  raked  and 
rolled  and  will  be  kept  that  way.  If  it  is  possible 
to  obtain  a  project,  permanent  surfacing  will  be 
placed  on  these  courts.- 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING    OF   EMMONSDALE    ROAD. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  31,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  May  6,  1940,  concerning  the  resurfacing  of 
Emmonsdale  road  with  smooth  pavement,  under 
the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

May  28,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.    Hyland,    Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:    Resurfacing  Emmonsdale  Road. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  Emmons- 


dale   road    with    smooth    pavement,    under    the 
W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

An  examination  of  the  condition  of  this  street 
has  been  made  and  it  is  found  that  Emmonsdale 
road  is  in  no  immediate  need  of  reconstruction. 
George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING    WARD   9   STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  31,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  May  20,  1940,  concerning  the  resurfacing 
with  smooth  pavement  the  following-named 
streets  in  Ward  9  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of 
construction: 

Highland  avenue,  Logan  street,  Kenilworth 
street,  Norfolk  street,  Marvin  street,  Simmons 
street. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

May  29,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.   Hyland,   Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Resurfacing  of  Highland  Avenue,  Kenil- 
worth  Street,   Marvin   Street,    Logan   Street, 
Norfolk  Street,   Simmons  Street,   Ward  9. 
I   return   herewith   order  in  City  Council  that 
the    Commissioner    of    Public     Works    resurface 
with     smooth     pavement     the     above-mentioned 
streets  in  Ward  9,   under  the   W.   P.   A.   plan  of 
construction. 

Please  be  advised  that  these  streets  are  under 
consideration  for  submission  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING  MASSACHUSETTS  AVENUE 
AND    TREMONT   STREET,    WARD   9. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  31,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  May  20,  1940,  concerning  the  resurfacing 
with  smooth  pavement  Massachusetts  avenue, 
from  Washington  street  to  Columbus  avenue, 
Ward  9;  and  also  repaying  Tremont  street,  from 
Massachusetts  avenue  to  Roxbury  Crossing, 
both  to  be  done  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  con- 
struction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

May  28,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George  G.   Hyland,  Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Massachusetts  Avenue  and  Tremont 
Street,  Repaving  of. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface 
with  smooth  pavement  Massachusetts  avenue, 
from  Washington  street  to  Columbus  avenue, 
Ward  9,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction 
and  a  further  order  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  repave  Tremont  street,  from  Massa- 
chusetts avenue  to  Roxbury  Crossing. 

Please  be  advised  that  Massachusetts  avenue 
has  been  submitted  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project  to  be 
done    this    year. 

Relative  to  Tremont  street,  from  Massachusetts 
avenue  to  Roxbury  Crossing,  this  will  advise  you 
that  recently  a  large  water  supply  pipe  was  laid 
in  this  street  and  it  is  necessary  that  time  be 
allowed   for   settlement   of   the   trench. 


JUNE    3,    1940. 
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It  is  the  intention  of  this  department  when  this 
trench  has  been  allowed  to  settle  properly,  to  try 
to  arrange  with  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  to 
cooperate  with  us  and  we  will  try  to  do  this  street 
this  year,  if  at  all  possible. 

George  G.  Htland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING   OF  ELVEN   ROAD. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  3,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  April  15,  1940,  concerning  the  resurfacing  of 
Elven  road,  Ward  19,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of 
construction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

May  31,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From  George  G.   Hyland,   Commissioner,   Public 

^  Works  Department. 
Subject:   Resurfacing  Elven  Road,  Ward  19. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  Elven 
road,  Ward  19,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  con- 
struction. 

An  investigation  of  this  street  has  been  made 
and  same  is  found  to  be  in  fairly  good  condition 
and  !n  no  immediate  need  of  reconstruction  at 
this  time. 

George  G.  Htland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING   SPALDING   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  31,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  April  15,  1940,  concerning  the  resurfacing  with 
smooth  pavement  Spalding  street,  Ward  11,  under 
the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

May  28,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From  George  G.   Hyland,   Commissioner,  Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:    Resurfacing  Spalding  Street,  Ward  11. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  with 
smooth  pavement  Spalding  street,  Ward  11,  under 
the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

An  examination  of  the  condition  of  this  street 

has  been  made  and  same  is  in  fair  condition  and  in 

no  immediate  need  of  reconstruction  at  this  time. 

I  have  instructed  the  district  foreman  to  go  in 

and  patch  this  street  where  necessary. 

George  G.  Htland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. ' 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING   WARD    15   STREETS. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  31,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  May  20,  1940,  concerning  the  resurfacing 
of  Stonehurst  street,  Speedwell  street  and  Norton 
street,  Ward  15,  under  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construc- 
tion. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

May  29,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From  George  G.   Hyland,   Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Resurfacing  of  Stonehurst,  Speedwell 
and  Norton  Streets,  Ward  15. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  the 
above-mentioned  streets  in  Ward  15,  under  the 
W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Please  be  advised  that  these  streets  are  under 
consideration  for  submission  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
George  G.  Htland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRANSFER   IN  CITY  COUNCIL 
APPROPRIATION. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  3,  1940. 
To  City  Council. 
From  Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 
Subject:  Transfer  of  Appropriations. 

I  am  forwarding  request  for  transfer  within  the 
appropriations  of  the  budget  of  the  City  Council 
and  recommend  adoption  of  the  accompanying 
order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer 
in  the  appropriations  for  City  Council: 

From  the  appropriation  for  i  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $102,  to  the  appropriation  for  C,  Equip- 
ment, $102. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER     FROM     REGISTRY     DEPART- 
MENT TO  ASSESSING  DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  1,  1940. 
To  City  Council. 
From  Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 
Subject:   Transfer  of  appropriation  from  Registry 
Department  to  Assessing  Department. 
The  Assessing  Department  has  received  approval 
of  the  Federal  authorities  for  a  W.  P.  A.  project 
for  making  uniform  and   complete  records  of  all 
exempt  property  in  the  City  of  Boston.     In  order 
to  secure  the  necessary  majterials  and  equipment 
to   carry   on    this   project   the   additional   sum   of 
$400  is  needed  in  the  H,  Relief  Projects,  item  of 
the  Assessing  Department  budget  for  1940.     There 
is   forwarded   herewith   an   order   transferring  the 
sum  of  $400  from  H,  Relief  Projects,  item  in  the 
budget   of  the  Registry   Department   to  the   H, 
Relief  Projects,  item  in 'the  budget  of  the  Assess- 
ing Department,  and  I  respectfully  recommend  its 
adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
nf  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Registry  Depart- 
ment, H,  Relief  Projects,  $400,  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Assessing  Department,  H,  Relief  Projects, 
.$400. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER     TO     BOSTON.  TRAFFIC 
COMMISSION. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  1,  1940. 
To  City  Council. 
From  Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 
Subject:      Transfer    of    appropriation     from    the 
Bridge  Division  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment to  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission. 
The  Boston  Traffic  Commission,  in  cooperation 
with  the  National  Youth  Administration,  will  be 
able  to  expand  one  hundred  per  cent  its  present 
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program  for  painting  guide  lines  on  roadways 
throughout  the  city,  provided  the  sum  of  $12,000 
is  made  available  in  their  budget  for  1940.  These 
safety  guide  lines  are,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  neces- 
sary element  in  the  control  of  traffic.  I  am,  there- 
fore, forwarding  herewith  an  order  transferring 
the  sum  of  $12,000  from  the  H,  Relief  Projects, 
item  in  the  budget  of  the  Bridge  Service  of  the 
Public  Works  Department  to  the  fi,  Relief  Projects, 
item  in  the  budget  of  the  Boston  Traffic  Commis- 
sion, and  respectfully  recommend  its  adoption  by 
your  Honorable  Body. 

Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Public  Works  De- 
partment, Bridge  Service,  H,  Relief  Projects, 
$12,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  Boston  Traffic 
Commission,  H,  Relief  Projects,  $12,000. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


STATEMENT  FROM   HEALTH 
COMMISSIONER   WATTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  3,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith   for  your  in- 

formation    the    accompanying    letter    from    the 

Health    Commissioner    in    reference    to    certain 

newspaper  statements  concerning  his  department. 

Respectfully, 

Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Health  Department,  June  3,  1940. 
To  Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor  of  Boston. 
From  H.  F.  R.  Watts,  M.  D.,  Health  Commis- 
sioner. 
Subject:  General  Order  issued  to  Employees  of  the 
Health  Department,  May  20,  1940. 
There    have    come    to    my    attention    certain 
newspaper  statements  relating  to  a  notice  issued 
by  me  on  May  20,    1940,   to  employees  of  this 
department. 

In  view  of  these  statements,  I  submit  the 
following  information  for  use  by  you,  as  you 
may  see  fit. 

Shortly  prior  to  May  20,  1940,  I  received  in- 
formation from  which  it  appeared  that  certain 
field  workers  had  accepted,  from  persons  super- 
vised, transportation  and  lunches,  in  the  course 
of  their  duties  in  the  field. 

Upon  inquiring  into  the  situation,  and  after 
consultation  with  a  member  of  the  Law  Depart- 
ment, I  deemed  it  advisable,  in  order  that  there 
might  be  no  doubt  as  to  my  position  with  reference 
to  such  action  on  the  part  of  the  field  workers, 
and  as  a  matter  of  office  discipline,  to  prepare 
and  issue  a  general  notice,  a  copy  of  which  is 
attached. 

Yours  respectfully, 

H.  F.  R.  Watts,  M.   D., 
Health  Commissioner. 

May  20,  1940. 
From:  The  Health  Commissioner. 
To:  All  Employees  of  the  Health  Department. 

In  order  that  the  Health  Department  may 
not  be  subjected  to  criticism,  it  appears  to  me  to 
be  necessary  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered: 

1.  That  no  employee  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment shall  accept  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
any  money  or  other  consideration  of  any  descrip- 
tion from  any  person,  firm  or  corporation,  or  from 
the  servant  or  agent  of  any  person,  firm  or  cor- 
poration, supervised  by  this  department. 

2.  That  no  employee  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment shall  sell  any  article  to  or,  for  any  considera- 
tion, either  direct  or  indirect,  recommend  the 
purchase  of  any  article  by  any  firm,  person,  or 
corporation,  or  the  agent  or  servant  of  any  person, 
firm  or  corporation  supervised  by  the  Health 
Department. 

H.   F.   R.  Watts,  M.    D., 

Health  Commissioner. 
Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

William  B.  Aitken,  to  be  reimbursed  for  accident 
which  occurred  while  in  performance  of  duty  as 
employee  of  Public  Works  Department. 

Louise  E.  Akerman,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Washington 
and  Leicester  streets. 

Elizabeth  A.  Bryden.  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  590  Wash- 
ington street. 

Janet  Catino,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Washington  and 
Milk  streets. 

Alan  A.  Claflin,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  car. 

John  L.  Cleary,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  James  Cronin 
Playground. 

Gertrude  Cohen,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Columbus  avenue. 

Sarah  J.  Debell,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  fence  by  city  men. 

John  A.  Jennings,  to  be  reimbursed  on  account 
of  execution  issued  against  him. 

John  A.  Jennings,  to  be  reimbursed  on  account 
of  execution  issued  against  him. 

William  J.  Kinsman,  to  be  reimbursed  on  ac- 
count of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  per- 
formance of  duty. 

Samuel  Kramer,  to  be  reimbursed  on  account 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of  duty. 

Mrs.  Elmer  O.  Lake,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Federal  and 
Franklin  streets. 

John  S.  Leonard,  to  be  reimbursed  for  rent  paid 
for  property  at  387  Bowdoin  street. 

John  J.  Lowney,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

Francis  D.  Manning,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  rubbish  collector. 

Antonio  Meo,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Ferry  street. 

Oakley  Motors,  Inc.,  for  refund  on  second-hand 
dealer's  license. 

New  York  Building  Wrecking  Company,  Inc.. 
for  compensation  for  damage  to  truck  caused  by 
an  alleged  defect  at  26  Chardon  street. 

Max  Pell,  for  compensation  for  damage  to  car 
by  city  cart. 

Eli  Priluck,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
truck  by  city  truck. 

Louise  M.  Proudfoot,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  coat  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at 
488  Washington  street. 

Harold  I.  Reed,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty  as  employee  of  Public  Works  Department. 

Ross  Towboat  Company,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
delay  at  Dover  Street  Bridge. 

George  F.  Sweeney,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of  duty. 

Ella  Winer,  for  refund  on  Sunday  licenses. 

Henry  Flynn,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  9  Parker  Hill  avenue  by  city  truck. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Margaret  J.  Gannon,  to  be  paid 
annuity  on  account  of  death  of  her  husband. 
Patrick  C.  Gannon,  late  member  of  Police  De- 
partment. 

Petition  of  Bridie  T.  Connelly,  to  be  paid 
annuity  on  account  of  death  of  her  husband, 
Thomas  J.  Connelly,  late  member  of  Police  De- 
partment. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of 
age  to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Gertrude   Dolan,   Jordan   Hall,   June  20. 

M.  Theresa  Connell,  Y.  W.  C.  A.  Hall,  May  31. 

Eva  Schlosberg.  Recital  Hall,  June  4. 

Marie  Kehoe,  Jordan  Hall,  June  6. 

Phyllis  Warden,  Eliot  Hall,  June  6. 

Armando  Arena,  George  Brown  Hall,  June  7. 

Lavinia  A.  Hogan,  Jordan  Hall,  June  7. 

Anna  B.  Gardner,  Recital  Hall,  June  7. 

Katharine  Dickson,  Jordan  Hall,  June  8. 

Rita  Riseman,  Recital  Hall,  June  9. 

Mildred   Muscanto,   Recital  Hall,   June  9. 

Caroline  C.  Jenkins,  Peabody  Playhouse, 
May  28. 
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Doris  W.  Jones  School  of  Dance,  Jordan  Hall, 
May  27. 

Margaret  E.  Butman,  Recital  Hall,  June  22. 

Doris  Danbridge-Harris,  Recital  Hall,  June  20. 

Ellen  F.  Carney,  East  Boston  High  School, 
June  20. 

Palmyra  da  Camara,  Recital  Hall,  June  14. 

Leopold   DeCordova,   Recital   Hall,   June   13. 

Gertrude  Dolan,  Jordan  Hall,  June  13. 

Mary  Campbell,  Jordan  Hall,  June  10. 

John  Mooradian,  Recital  Hall,  June  16. 

New  England  Conservatory  of  Music,  George 
W.  Brown  Hall,  May  24. 

Evans  Dixon  School,  Repertory  Hall,   May  27. 

New  England  Conservatory  of  Music,  George 
W.  Brown  HaU,  May  26. 

New  England  Conservatory  of  Music,  Jordan 
Hall,  May  25. 

Ina  Braithwaite,  Recital  Hall,  May  31. 

Leona  MacGraw,  Recital  Hall,  June  19. 

Frieda  Green,  Recital  Hall,  June  18. 

Maud  P.  Lane,  Recital  Hall,  June  22. 

Margaret  Challoff,  Recital  Hall,  June  11. 


Coun.  WARD  in  the  chair. 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  CITIZENS  AT  SUFFOLK 
DOWNS   TRACK. 

The  following  was  received: 

State  Racing  Commission, 
1  Beacon  Street,  Boston, 

May  27,  1940. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Doyle, 
City  Clerk. 

Dear  Sir, — The  commission  has  requested  me  to 
acknowledge  receipt  of  the  resolution  by  the  City 
Council  of  May  20,  1940,  regarding  the  employ- 
ment of  persons  from  outside  of  Massachusetts  at 
the  Suffolk  Downs  track. 

At  the  present  time  the  commission  is  checking 
this  list  of  employees  and  when  it  has  been  com- 
pleted they  will  advise  the  Council  of  their  findings. 

You  may  assure  the  members  of  the  Council 
that  the  commission  will  see  that  chapter  128A, 
section  10,  requiring  that  85  per  cent  of  the  persons 
employed  by  a  licensee  of  this  commission  shall 
be  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  is  complied 
with. 

Very  truly  yours, 

State  Racing  Commission, 
Lawrence  J.  Lane,  Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 

Coun.  COFFEY  and  others  spoke,  but,  on 
motion  of  Coun.  TAYLOR,  the  remarks  were 
stricken  from  the  record. 

Coun.  COFFEY  doubted  the  vote,  and  asked 
for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  motion  to  strike  from 
the  record  was  carried,  yeas  18.  nays  1: 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Englert,  Fish, 
Galvin,  Goode,  Gottlieb,  Hurley,  Hutchinson, 
Kelly,  Langan,  Lyons,  Russo,  Shattuck,  M.  H. 
Sullivan,    Taylor,    Ward,    Wickes— 18. 

Nays — Coun.  Coffey — -1. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement.  (No  objec- 
tion.) During  the  time  when  the  budget  was 
under  consideration  Mr.  Loeffler  was  invited  to 
attend  a  meeting  that  was  arranged  for  Mr. 
Loeffler  to  attend.  I  heard  about  the  meeting,  at 
which  I  was  not  supposed  to  be  present,  and  I 
walked  into  the  room  and  objected  very  strenuously 
to  Loeffler  being  present  there.  At  the  time  it 
appeared  to  me  that  Loeffler  was  just  about- 
running  the  meeting.  He  was  going  to  consolidate 
departments,  was  talking  about  firing  some  help 
outright,  and  was  planning  to  have  a  3  per  cent  cut 
in  the  pay  of  city  and  county  employees.  I 
came  to  the  floor  of  the  Council  the  following 
Monday  and  attacked  Loeffler,  but  it  seems  that 
it  did  not  get  me  much  here  on  the  floor.  The 
following  week  another  meeting  was  called,  held 
in  a  room  here  next  to  the  President's  room,  that 
I  did  not  know  until  then  even  existed,  a  meeting 
which  one  of  the  clerks  told  me  was  going  on. 
I  was  not  invited  into  that  committee  meeting 
either,  but  I  went  there,  and  that  is  the  time  when 
I  made  the  remark  about  the  committee  being  a 
lot  of  chumps  to  listen  to  Loeffler's  suggestions.  I 
went  on  to  say  that  he  came  from  another  city, 
Cambridge,  where  the  tax  rate  had  gone  up  $7  a 
thousand,  and  that  he  was  a  $6,500  a  year  man, 
who  was  paid  that  amount  for  trying  to  get  these 
reductions  made  in  the  appropriations  of  the  City 


of  Boston.  The  following  Monday  I  went  to  the 
Mayor's  office,  and  Councilor  Taylor  went  into 
a  huddle  with  the  Mayor,  who  was  instructing 
him  as  to  the  action  he  should  take  in  the  Council 
that  afternoon,  when  Coffey  was  to  attack  Loeffler, 
and  to  look  out  for  Coffey.  I  happened  to  be 
in  there  and  heard  what  was  going  on  between 
the  councilor  and  the  Mayor.  So  it  is  no  surprise 
to  me  today  to  have  the  councilor  get  up  and 
defend  the  Mayor.  In  fact,  I  have  been  given 
to  understand  that  he  was  the  Mayor's  man 
here.  Of  course,  he  is  getting  jobs  and  others 
are  not  getting  good  jobs.     So  good  luck  to  him! 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement.  (No 
objection.)  Of  course,  you  noticed  a  few  moments 
ago,  when  the  roll  call  was  had  on  taking  the 
remarks  from  the  record,  you  probably  noticed 
that  my  colleague  from  Ward  6  (Coun.  Seannell) 
did  not  vote.  And  this  is  why.  Several  weeks 
ago  I  mentioned  the  fact  that,  as  it  seemed  to  me, 
this  is  certainly  one  place  where  free  speech 
should  be  allowed,  that  when  any  member  gets 
up,  representing  his  district,  his  constituency,  and 
makes  a  speech  on  the  floor  of  this  Council,  the 
only  fitting,  proper  and  good  procedure  is  to  allow 
that  speech  to  appear  in  our  records.  When  a  man 
gets  up  here  under  such  circumstances,  speaking 
for  the  people  he  represents,  certainly  his  remarks 
should  not  be  kept  from  the  record.  And  so  I 
feel  that  the  action  taken  earlier  in  the  meeting 
was  not  proper.  I  have  the  greatest  respect  and 
admiration  for  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  who  is  doing 
a  good,  honest  job.  I  do  not  have  to  speak  for 
him,  he  can  speak  for  himself.  But  if  this  sort 
of  thing  is  to  be  allowed,  if  men  get  up  here  and 
speak  on  matters  that  concern  their  constituencies 
or  themselves  as  representatives  of  a  district  of 
this  city,  what  they  say  should  be  allowed  to 
appear  in  our  record.  I  am  at  all  times  willing 
to  speak  for  people  who  cannot  speak  for  them- 
selves at  the  time  when  certain  remarks  may  be 
made  on  the  floor  of  this  Council.  It  may  well 
be  at  any  time  that  we  do  not  agree  with  the 
remarks  that  are  made  here.  That  is  a  matter 
for  individual  judgment  at  any  time.  But  when 
a  man  gets  up  here  in  open  chamber  and  makes 
a  speech  for  the  record,  it  should  certainly  not  be 
stricken  from  the  record,  even  if  other  members 
may  not  like  what  has  been  said.  Free  speech 
should  certainly  prevail  in  such  a  body  as  this, 
and  I,  as  a  member  of  the  Council,  will  never 
vote  to  strike,  anything  from  the  record  when  any 
member  of  the  Council  makes  a  statement. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement.  (No  objec- 
tion.) There  are  several  ways  in  which  a  member 
of  the  Council  can  receive  publicity.  One  is 
to  advocate  something  that  is  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people,  something  that  will  aid  and  assist  those 
who  need  something.  Another  way  is  to  support 
something  that  will  aid  the  city  itself.  But  there 
is  another  way,  and  that  is  by  assailing  a  man's 
character  here,  in  such  a  way  that  he  cannot 
defend  himself  at  the  time,  and  to  try  to  hamstring 
him  in  the  public  eye.  That,  in  my  opinion,  is 
the  cheapest  way  to  get  publicity,  and  that  way  is 
illustrated  by  the  accusations  that  were  made  here 
against  the  Mayor.  The  member  from  East 
Boston  has  accused  me  of  being  in  a  huddle  with 
the  Mayor.  The  obvious  answer  to  that  is  that 
if  that  were  so,  the  gentleman  would  not  be  in  a 
position  to  know  what  was  said.  And  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  what  he  has  said  here  in  that  respect  is  an 
untruth.  The  policy  of  the  member  this  year, 
since  coming  into  the  Council,  has  been  to  accuse 
and  detract  from  the  reputation  of  decent  and 
honest  men  and  I,  for  one,  will  insist  when  such 
attacks  are  made  as  the  attack  that  has  been 
made  earlier  in  our  meeting,  to  insist  that  they 
shall  not  go  into  our  record.  That  does  not  mean, 
of  course,  that  if  a  man  has  anything  to  say 
honestly  in  this  Council  it  shall  not.  be  made  a 
matter  of  record.  None  of  the  members  of  this 
Body  in  such  a  case  would  wish  to  have  honest 
remarks  excluded;  but  it  does  mean  that  when 
members  go  beyond  the  bounds  of  decency  they 
cannot  object  to  having  their  remarks  not,  made  a 
part  of  the  records  of  this  Body. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON— Mr.  President,  I  agree 
with  Councilor  Taylor.  Members  of  the  Council 
are  supposed  to  conduct  themselves  under  the 
■■ules  of  the  Council,  and  when  they  get  out  of  order 
and  make  remarks  that  they  should  not  make 
about  other  people,  remarks  that  should  not  be 
included  in  the  record,  I  certainly  cannot  keep 
still  in  my  seat. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order. 

Chairman  WARD — Gentlemen,  we  had  better  be 
getting  along  with  the  regular  order  of  business. 
Motions,  orders  and  resolutions. 


LOANS      APPROVED       BY      EMERGENCY 
FINANCE   BOARD. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Emergency 
Finance  Board  of  following  votes: 

Approval  on  May  28,  1940,  of  loan  of  $4,170,000, 
proceeds  to  be  used  for  Welfare  Relief  ($2,492,000) 
and  W.  P.  A.  projects  ($1,678,000).  Term  of  loan 
to  be  fixed  at  ten  years. 

Approval  on  May  28,  1940,  of  loan  of  $1,000,000, 
to  be  used  for  funding  of  overlay  deficits  and  other 
items  as  authorized  by  chapter  235  of  the  Acts  of 
1938. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


LEASE  OF  COTTAGE  PLACE  SCHOOL. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Schoo' 
Committee  requesting  authority  to  lease  the 
Cottage  Place  School  to  Boston  Police  Post 
No.  251,  American  Legion. 

Placed  on  file. 


FINANCE      COMMISSION      REPORT      RE 
LAUNDRY   SERVICE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  May  22,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Honorable  Sir, — The  cost  of  laundering  service 
for  various  departments  of  the  City  of  Boston  is  in 
excess  of  $150,000  per  year — how  greatly  in  excess 
it  is  impossible  to  state.  A  small  portion  of  tin- 
service  is  let  out  on  order  or  contract  to  private 
firms  at  an  annual  total  cost  of  approximately 
$18,500.  The  larger  portion  is  performed  in 
plants  built  by  the  city  and  operated  by  city 
employees. 

In  these  municipally-owned  and  operated  plants 
the  cost  accounting  is  not  sufficiently  reliable  to 
warrant  any  statement  as  to  approximate  annual 
cost.  Nevertheless,  the  labor  costs  of  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  for  its  main  laundry  alone  totaled 
$85,488,  plus  the  cost  of  meals  served  to  over 
seventy-five  employees.  This  figure  alone  is  in- 
dicative of  the  fact  that  the  city  as  a  whole  spends 
an  annual  sum  for  laundering  service  in  excess  of 
$150,000. 

The  Finance  Commission  has  received  com- 
plaints that  even  the  annual  sum  of  $18,500,  which 
is  spent  for  service  rendered  by  private  firms,  is  too 
much  to  pay  for  what  the  city  is  receiving  for  its 
money.  Investigation  has  shown  that  these  com- 
plaints are  well  founded. 

In  1939  eleven  different  departments  of  the  city 
paid  several  private  concerns  the  sum  of  $18,461.50. 
The  Fire  Department  paid  $2,890.12  and  the  Over- 
seers of  Public  Welfare  $2,284  on  contracts  awarded 
as  a  result  of  advertising.  But  nine  departments 
paid  $13,287.38  on  unadvertised  contracts.  As  a 
result,  the  Police  Department  —  one  of  the  latter — 
paid  5  cents  apiece  for  laundering  sheets  against 
3  cents  paid  by  the  Fire  Department,  5  cents  for 
pillow  cases  as  against  1J  cents,  and  so  forth. 

Furthermore,  the  Health  Department  paid 
$4,631.38  in  1939.  This  year  the  Health  Depart- 
ment was  prepared  to  sign  an  unadvertised  contract 
for  laundering  service  amounting  to  about  $4,200, 
when,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Finance  Commission, 
the  contract  was  advertised  and,  as  a  result,  a  price 
of  $3,174.60  was  offered  by  the  lowest  bidder  in 
competition.  By  the  simple  expedient,  therefore, 
of  securing  competition,  a  reduction  of  24  per  cent 
in  price  for  this  small  contract  was  obtained. 

The  Police  Department,  the  Public  Buildings 
Department,  the  School  Committee,  and  the 
Suffolk  County  Court  House,  each  of  which  paid 
in  1939  over  $1,500  for  laundering  service  without 
competition,  could  save  money  for  the  city  by 
following  the  example  of  the  Health  Department. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  obvious  that  the  chief  problem 
lies  elsewhere.  There  are  altogether  seven  different 
establishments  furnishing  laundering  service  which 
are  maintained  and  operated  by  funds  furnished  by 


the  City  of  Boston.  In  addition,  there  is  an  eighth 
which,  though  maintained,  has  been  operated  only 
spasmodically  for  several  years.  Three  of  the 
seven  are  operated  by  the  City  Hospital,  and  one 
each  by  the  Long  Island  Hospital,  Deer  Island  and 
the  Suffolk  County  Jail.  The  Park  Department, 
maintains  and  operates  one  at  Dover  street,  and  one 
which  it  does  not  now  operate  at  the  North  End 
Bath. 

In  1932  the  Hospital  Department  began  the 
construction  of  a  new  laundry.  The  building  had 
cost  $266,632.05  upon  completion  in  1934.  New 
equipment  purchased  for  use  in  the  building  has 
cost  $131,811.16,  making  a  total  expenditure  for 
building  and  equipment  of  $400,000. 

This  building  is  five  stories  in  height,  including 
basement  floor,  and  is  situated  on  the  Roxbury 
Canal,  across  Albany  street  from  the  hospital,  and 
;n  the  rear  of  the  structure  housing  the  ambulances, 
jt  is  substantial  and  only  six  years  old. 

When  the  plans  for  the  new  laundry  were  drawn, 
the  intention  of  the  hospital  authorities  and  the 
architect  was  to  produce  a  building  which  would 
be  capable  of  providing  a  much  greater  laundering 
service  than  the  needs  of  the  hospital  proper 
required.  For  instance,  the  architect  visualized 
the  giving  of  laundering  service  in  that  building 
to  the  Main  Hospital,  the  Sanatorium  at  Mattapan, 
the  Haymarket  Square  Relief  Station  and  the 
East  Boston  Relief  Station.  On  the  other  hand, 
some  hospital  officials — the  superintendent  who 
was  in  charge  at  the  time  has  died — maintained 
that  it  was  originally  intended  to  render  service 
to  other  departments  as  well  as  to  take  care  of  the 
hospital  laundry. 

Neverthless,  neither  scheme  has  ever  been  tried. 
The  laundering  service  of  the  South  Department 
is  still  being  done  in  the  South  Department.  The 
Sanatorium  maintains  a  substantial  laundry  at  the 
institution  at  Mattapan.  Both  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment and  the  Police  Department  are  contracting 
for  their  own  laundering  Bervice,  and  the  P:irk 
Department  is  still  conducting  a  substantial 
laundering  business  in  the  Dover  street  plant. 

In  fact,  the  Hospital  Trustees  are  having  great 
difficulty  in  getting  adequate  service  from  this 
large  plant  for  the  needs  of  their  Main  Department 
alone.  A  survey  made  in  1939  by  an  expert 
employed  by  the  Hospital  Trustees  contained 
sharp  criticism  of  cost,  management  and  output. 
The  following  is  quoted  from  this  report:  "The 
quality  of  finished  work  is  very  poor;  the  amount 
of  work  produced  per  hour  is  too  small  (even  for  a 
municipal  laundry);  and  the  labor  cost  per  unit 
is  too  large."  Specific  criticism  is  further  made 
of  the  inadequacy  of  supervision,  the  character 
and  attitude  of  laundry  employees,  of  cost  account- 
ing methods,  and  of  linen  control. 

Furthermore,  the  expert  had  the  following  to 
say  in  regard  to  the  laundry  in  the  South  Depart- 
ment, which  was  operated  at  a  cost  for  labor  and 
materials  in  1939  of  916,068.32:  "The  operating 
efficiency  is  poorer  than  in  the  main  laundry, 
largely  because  the  employees  have  to  perform 
all  kinds  of  work  interchangeably.  Such  an 
arrangement  is  never  conducive  to  efficiency. 
The  work  done  there  could  and  should  be  per- 
formed in  the  main  laundry,  but  not  until  the 
latter  is  running  efficiently." 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Park  Department  is 
faced  with  an  entirely  different  situation.  In  the 
Dover  street  plant  the  department  launders  about 
2,500,000  towels  and  about  20,000  bathing  suits 
a  year.  The  expenditure  in  1939  was  $33,371. 
But  the  plant  is  antiquated,  the  machines  are  in 
need  of  repair,  and  during  heat  waves  it  is  necessary 
to  run  far  into  the  night  to  take  care  of  the  demand 
of  the  beaches.  The  Park  Department  is  per- 
forming efficiently  in  spite  of  these  difficulties,  but 
is  facing  in  the  immediate  future  the  probability 
of  substantial  capital  expenses  in  the  Dover  street 
plant. 

Another  expert  survey  made  for  the  Mayor's 
Survey  Committee  in  May,  1940,  is  concerned 
with  the  mechanical  equipment  in  the  various 
plants.  This  survey  recommends  that  certain 
machines  now  located  in  the  little-used  North  End 
Bath  House  plant,  and  other  machines  now  in 
the  main  laundry  at  the  hospital,  he  distributed 
to  the  Boston  Sanatorium,  the  Long  Island  Hospi- 
tal, Deer  Island  and  the  Jail;  that  more  up-to-date 
equipment  be  installed  in  the  mam  laundry  of  the 
hospital  in  its  place;  and  that  the  work  done  at  the 
South  Department  and  Dover  street  be  trans- 
ferred  to  this  main  laundry.     This  survey  gives 
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a  net  cost  for  the  changes  recommended  of  $114,000, 
and  a  net  saving  consequent  thereon  of  $47,000 
per  year. 

It  is  clear  that  whether  these  recommendations 
be  accepted  or  not,  the  city  must  look  forward  to 
having  to  purchase  new  laundering  machinery 
quite  soon.  The  question  is  whether  to  purchase 
it  for  the  Dover  street  laundry,  and  perpetuate  the 
present  situation,  or  attempt  to  reorganize  and 
consolidate  the  laundering  service,  purchasing  the 
new  machinery  made  necessary  thereby. 

A  factor  of  major  importance  in  the  decision  is 
the  capacity  of  the  main  laundry  of  the  hospital. 
It  was  constructed,  as  has  been  previously  set 
forth,  at  a  cost  of  $400,000,  to  perform  a  much 
larger  service  than  the  needs  of  the  Hospital 
Department  require.  Though  not  now  used  for 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  built,  the  expert  for 
the  Hospital  Trustees  and  the  expert  for  the 
Survey  Committee  have  reported  there  is  no 
question  that  it  could  be  so  used.  It  seems  clear 
that  this  failure  is  due  to  the  inability  or  un- 
willingness of  the  executives  of  the  hospital  to  put 
it  to  its  intended  use. 

The  transactions  of  a  laundering  business,  though 
important,  are  quite  foreign  to  the  main  purposes 
of  a  hospital.  So  long  as  the  executive  staff  of  a 
hospital  is  dominated  by  professional  men,  there 
is  likely  to  be  an  over-emphasis  on  the  dangers  of 
mixing  hospital  laundry  with  that  of  other  depart- 
ments. Qualified  experts  who  have  studied  this 
feature  speak  convincingly  of  simple  methods  of 
eliminating  danger. 

The  Finance  Commission  is  convinced  that  the 
laundering  service  for  the  city,  with  proper  pre- 
cautions, can  and  should  be  performed  in  one 
central  laundering  plant.  The  Survey  Com- 
mittee's expert  has  prepared  plans  looking  to  that 
end.  However,  in  view  of  the  proven  inability  of 
the  Hospital  Department  to  manage  that  service 
satisfactorily,  the  commission  believes  manage- 
ment should  be  transferred  to  more  practical  and 
efficient  administrators.  The  Park  Department, 
having  carried  on  a  substantial  laundering  service 
satisfactorily  for  many  years,  seems  to  be  the 
logical  department  to  take  over  the  hospital 
laundering  plant. 

For  this  reason,  the  Finance  Commission  recom- 
mends that  the  management  and  control  of  this 
$400,000  plant  be  given  to  the  Park  Department; 
that  the  Dover  street  laundry  be  closed;  that  the 
North  End  Park  Department  plant  be  dismantled ; 
that  the  necessary  changes  and  replacements  of 
machinery  and  personnel  be  made  and  purchased; 
and  that  the  work  of  the  entire  City  Hospital — 
with  due  regard  for  the  South  Department  work — ■ 
of  the  Park,  Police  and  Fire  Departments  and  such 
other  departments  as  let  out  their  work  on  con- 
tracts or  orders  be  consolidated  under  the  control 
of  the  Park  Department  in  the  present  City 
Hospital  plant. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  M.   Storey,   Chairman, 

James  E.  Maguire, 

David  Lasker, 

James  H.  Flanagan, 

Ellas  F.  Shamon, 

The  Finance  Commission. 
Placed  on  file. 


DESIGNATION    OF    COLONEL    SULLIVAN 
AS    CHAIRMAN. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  designa- 
tion of  Thomas  F.  Sullivan  of  1736  Columbia  road, 
South  Boston,  as  Chairman  of  Transit  Depart- 
ment of  City  of  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL  OF  CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

The  constables'  bonds  of  John  J.  Adams,  Joseph 
L.  Bennett,  Americo  A.  DeSimone,  Francis  W. 
Gildea,  Salvatore  Maffei  and  George  W.  Pierce, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
were  received  and  approved. 


INTEREST  IN  CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  Rufus  Stickney, 
Boston  Clerical  School,  that  he  is  co-author  of 
textbook,  "Office  and  Secretarial  Training,"  ap- 
proved for  use  in  public  schools  of  city  and  receives 
royalties  from  sale  thereof. 

Placed  on  file. 


LICENSE   FOR   TRANSIENT    VENDOR. 

Application  for  transient  vendor's  license  wax 
received  from  Josephine  Martiniella  for  sale  of 
wreaths  and  flowers  at  31  Maverick  square. 
License  issued  and  fee  paid. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  John  A.  Fulford  (re- 
ferred April  29)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of 
execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  motor  truck  belonging  to  Sani- 
tary Division,  Public  Works  Department — recom- 
mending passage  of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  four 
dollars  and  sixty-six  cents  ($104.66)  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  John  A.  Fulford  in  reimbursement  for 
amount  of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  truck  belonging 
to  the  Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent 
Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Alfons  G.  Kolaitis 
(referred  May  6)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of 
judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts 
as  operator  of  motor  ambulance  belonging  to 
Police  Department — recommending  passage  of 
accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars  ($175)  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Alfons  G.  Kolaitis  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of 
judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  ambulance  belonging 
to  the  Police  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  petition  of  Patrick  R.  Manning 
(referred  May  20),  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount 
of  judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of 
his  acts  as  operator  of  motor  truck  belonging  to 
Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works  Department — 
recommending  the  passage  of  accompanying  order, 
viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seventy-four  dollars 
and  thirty  cents  ($74.30)  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Patrick  Manning  in  reimbursement  for  amount 
of  judgment  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  truck  belong- 
ing to  the  Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works 
Department  —  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Con- 
tingent Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order, passed. 

4.  Report  on  petition  of  Leo  F.  McGonigle 
(referred  May  6)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of 
judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  motor  truck  belonging  to 
Traffic  Department — recommending  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  eleven  dollars  and 
twenty  cents  ($11.20)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Leo  F. 
McGonigle  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  judg- 
ment issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  a  motor  truck  belonging  to  the  Traffic 
Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Con- 
tingent Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

5.  Report  on  petition  of  Edmund  F.  McKenna 
(referred  May  6)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of 
Judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts 
as  operator  of  motor  truck  belonging  to  Sewer 
Division,  Public  Works  Department — recommend- 
ing passage  of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  thirty-six  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  ($36.50)  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Edmund  F.  McKenna  in  reimbursement  for  amount 
of  judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  truck  belonging  to  the 
Sewer  Division,  Public  Works  Department,  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

6.  Report  on  petition  of  Joseph  H.  Monahan 
(referred  April  29)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of 
execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts 
as  operator  of  motor  truck  belonging  to  Sanitary 
Division,  Public  Works  Department — recom- 
mending passage  of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-nine  dollars 
and  seventy  cents  ($29.70)  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Joseph  H.  Monahan  in  reimbursement  for  amount 
of  judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
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acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  truck  belonging  to  the 
Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works  Department,  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

7.  Report  on  petition  of  Francis  D.  Donlan 
(referred  April  15)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of 
execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts 
as  operator  of  motor  truck  belonging  to  Sanitary 
Division,  Public  Works  Department — recommend- 
ing passage  of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  eighty-five  dollars  and 
sixty-five  cents  ($85.65)  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Francis  D.  Donlan  in  reimbursement  for  amount 
of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  truck  belonging  to  the 
Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works  Department,  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE    ON    FINANCE. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  May  20)  that  right  to  borrow  money  for 
bridges,  reconstruction  and  repair  of,  as  approved 
September  29,  1938,  be  limited  to  $145,000  and 
that  authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of  said 
amount  for  said  purposes  be  reseinded^-reeom- 
mending  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  this  is  the 
reduction  of  a  loan  order  in  which  the  P.  W.  A. 
participated  in  the  work.  The  work  has  been 
completed  and  the  money  has  been  received  from 
the  Federal  Government,  That  makes  it  possible 
to  reduce  the  original  loan  order  by  $120,000,  which 
is  the  purpose  of  the  present  order  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  22. 


SPEED   LIMIT,   EAST   BOSTON. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  establish 
a  speed  limit  of  twenty  miles  an  hour  in  East 
Boston  during  the  racing  period. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  the  reason 
why  I  have  put  this  order  in  is  that  last  Thursday, 
during  the  holiday,  after  the  races,  there  was 
traffic  congestion  from  about  quarter  past  si\  to 
quarter  past  nine,  on  Chelsea  street  and  in  the 
Day  square  section,  it  being  a  long  time  before  the 
streets  coming  from  the  race  track  were  finally 
clear.  For  several  years  there  has  been  a  traffic 
jam  there  under  those  circumstances,  taking  some- 
times three  hours  to  clear  up.  I  have  introduced 
orders  about  it,  and  it  is  about  time  that  there  was 
a  speed  limit  of  twenty  miles  an  hour  placed  on 
vehicular  traffic  in  the  East  Boston  district,  so  as 
to  prevent  that  sort  of  thing  in  travel  coming  from 
Suffolk  Downs.  Conditions  are  such  that  if 
anybody  is  injured  there  is  a  wait  of  three  or  four 
hours  before  they  can  get  to  the  hospital. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  if  there  is  such  a 
traffic  jam  as  you  say,  how  can  it  be  relieved  by 
having  cars  go  not  more  than  twenty  miles  an 
hour 

Coun.  COFFEY — Naturally,  when  the  cars  get 
out  on  the  road  they  get  as  high  a  rate  of  speed 
as  they  can,  and  they  block  the  mouth  of  the 
tunnel. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


INVESTIGATION   RE   SLAUGHTER   HOUSE 
PERMIT,   EAST   BOSTON. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Bar  Association  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  investigate 
certain  attorneys  involved  in  the  granting  of  a 
permit  for  a  slaughter  house  on  Lewis  street,  East 
Boston. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  now  the 
gentlemen  who  want  to  defend  the  Mayor  can 
defend  him.  In  view  of  the  letter  that  has  been 
received  from  Watts,  it  would  seem  that  an  in- 
vestigation should  be  made  in  the  department, 
and  I  certainly  feel  that  there  should  be  an  in- 
vestigation of  attorneys  involved  in  the  granting 


of  a  permit  for  a  slaughter  house  on  Lewis  street, 
East  Boston.  It  has  been  rumored  that  a  couple 
of  thousand  dollars  in  graft  was  paid,  handled  by 
these  attorneys,  and  I  was  given  to  understand 
that  my  piece  was  waiting  in  the  Mayor's  office. 
I  am  asking  the  Bar  Association,  through  this 
order,  to  investigate  the  matter.  There  is  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Greenberg,  who  had  conducted  a 
poultry  place  in  East  Boston  for  fifty  years,  and 
who  wanted  to  conduct  this  place  over  there, 
but  he  was  turned  down  and  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Ferman,  who  comes  from  Canton  and  has 
places,  I  understand,  in  Vermont  and  New  Hamp- 
shire, was  given  the  preference,  apparently  on 
account  of  the  way  in  which  the  matter  was 
handled  by  his  lawyer,  Charles  Hilly.  The 
permit  was  granted  two  weeks  ago  last  Friday, 
May  17,  to  this  Ferman,  coming,  as  I  say,  from 
Canton.  I  saw  Doctor  Mullowney  about  it,  and 
I  asked  him  how  the  permit  was  granted,  when 
it  says  right  here,  in  chapter  111,  section  151, 
of  the  General  Laws: 

"  No  person  shall  occupy  or  use  a  building  for 
carrying  on  the  business  of  slaughtering  cattle, 
sheep  or  other  animals,  or  for  a  melting  or  render- 
ing establishment,  or  for  other  noxious  or  offensive 
trade  and  occupation,  or  permit  or  allow  said  trade 
or  occupation  to  be  carried  on  upon  premises 
owned  or  occupied  bj  loin,  without  first  obtaining 
the  written  consent  and  permission  of  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council." 

Everybody  know.-  that  nothing  of  the  sort  ever 
came  in  here.  Therefore.  1  went  and  saw  Doctor 
Mullowney,  and  asked  him  how  this  permit  came 
to  be  granted.  He  said  that  Charles  Hill \  was 
the  attorney,  and  that  he  presented  it  to  him,  and 
that  is  the  rca-ui  why  he  granted  it.  It  appeared, 
upon  looking  into  the  matter,  that  these  people 
had  been  doing  business  on  Commercial  street 
and  that  their  license  was  revoked  in  September, 
1939,  because  of  unsanitary  condition  of  the 
premises,  on  complaint  of  the  neighbors.  But 
Doctor  Mullowney  granted  the  application 
against  the  application  of  Greenberg,  who  had 
carried  on  a  good,  respectable  slaughtering  house 
business  there  in  Bast  Boston  for  all  these  years. 
So  I  asked  Doctor  Mullowney  about  how  it  was, 
and  he  said  that  Charles  Billy  was  the  attorney 
and  to  see  him.  1  asked  him  how  much  he  got 
for  it,  and  he  said  nothing.  Now.  1  say  that  over 
$2,000  was  paid  for  getting  that  permit,  and  that 
it  was  granted  to  these  people  against  a  man 
who  had  for  lifty  years  conducted  a  good,  decent 
slaughter  house  business  in  East  Boston,  and  who 
wanted  permission  to  continue.  It  appeared 
upon  looking  into  the  matter  that  this  Ferman 
had  been  doing  business  as  A.  B.  Read  &  Co..  on 
Commercial  street,  and  that  his  license  was  revoked 
in  September,  1939,  because  of  unsanitary  condi- 
tion of  the  premises  on  complaint  of  the  neighbors. 
It  seems  that  Greenberg  also  got  an  attornej 
and  paid  him  $25,  but  because  he  could  not  raise 
enough  money  he  had  to  give  up.  He  had  a 
local  judge  intercede  for  him.  But  Greenberg 
is  now  on  relict,  in  Winthrop.  Hilly  called  my 
home  and  told  me  to  get  in  touch  with  Judge  Burke. 
Joe  Carroll,  who  used  to  be  connected  with  the 
United  States  District  Court,  before  I  saw  Doctor 
Mollowney,  tried  to  find  out  when  Mullowney 
was  coming  back  from  Washington,  and  after  he 
got  back  I  got  in  touch  with  him.  There  was  an- 
other man  over  there,  Matthew  Rachier,  who 
twenty  years  previously  had  a  slaughter  house, 
who  also  filed  an  application  for  this  slaughter 
house.  But,  of  course,  he  was  out  of  it,  also. 
Now,  I  want  to  know  why  a  Canton  man  should 
get  this  permit,  as  against  these  men  from  the 
district.  As  I  say,  Greenberg  had  conducted  a 
slaughter  house  in  my  district  for  over  fifty  years, 
and  had  conducted  a  good,  clean,  decent  place. 
But  he  was  turned  down,  as  well  as  Matty  Rachier, 
who,  as  I  say,  had  been  in  the  slaughter  house 
business  twenty  years  previously  and  has  recently 
been  operating  a  garage.  There  are  a  number  of 
things  here  that  should  be  looked  into,  and  that 
is  why  I  wished  to  have  the  Bar  Association 
investigate  the  matter. 

Coun.  GALVIN— Mr.  President,  I  would 
be  the  first  man  to  support  a  man  representing 
his  district  who  gets  up  on  the  floor  of  this  Coun- 
cil and  makes  a  statement  that  he  feels  is  in  the 
interest  of  his  constituents.  But  when  people 
are  attacked  because  they  have  employed  a  lawyer 
to  represent  their  interests  before  any  tribunal, 
I  must  object.  I  myself  have  had  occasion 
to  engage  a  lawyer  to  go  before  the  Boston  Licens- 
ing Board  to  present  facts  pertaining  to  matters 
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in  which  a  member  of  my  family  was  interested. 
That,  it  seems  to  me,  is  perfectly  legitimate.  I 
paid  that  lawyer,  and  I  believe  that  a  lawyer 
has  a  perfect  right  to  represent  a  client,  whether 
before  the  Street  Commission,  the  Health  Com- 
mission, before  the  courts  of  our  county,  or  any- 
where else.  I  believe,  therefore,  that  this  is  a 
matter  that  should  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee  for   further   debate. 

The    matter    was    referred    to    the    Executive 
Committee. 


BEANO   GAMES   IN   EAST   BOSTON. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  City  Censor  Spencer  to  allow  the  two  Beanos 
now  operating  in  East  Boston  to  continue  to 
operate  after  June  15,  1940. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  the  reason 
why  I  file  this  order  in  regard  to  Beano  is  that 
there  are  only  two  Beano  games  now  being  operated 
in  East  Boston,  both  under  the  most  highly  re- 
spectable auspices,  church  and  otherwise.  No- 
body can  claim  that  there  is  anything  crooked 
about  those  games,  and  I  do  not  believe,  if  you 
consulted  the  three  men  who  have  made  this 
report,  that  they  would  have  anything  to  say 
against  the  Beano  games  being  operated  in  my 
ward. 

Coun.  FISH— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
amend  the  order  by  including  in  it  the  following 
organizations  in  my  ward — the  Redberry  Coun- 
cil, Knights  of  Columbus,  Old  Dorchester  Post, 
American  Legion,  and  Ensign  O'Connell  Post, 
and  their  auxiliaries. 

Chairman  WARD— The  Chair  will  rule  that 
that  is  a  separate  order  in  itself,  and  will  suggest 
that  the  councilor  put  in  a  separate  order  later  on. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SIDEWALK   CONSTRUCTION. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  South  Huntington 
avenue,  in  front  of  Nos.  367,  369,  371,  Ward  10; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above 
the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in 
width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BILL   RE  OBSCENE   LITERATURE. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  draft  a 
bill  for  presentation  to  the  next  Legislature,  amend- 
ing section  28,  chapter  272,  of  the  General  Laws, 
and  which  will  prohibit  the  publishing,  sale,  im- 
portation or  distribution  of  any  book,  pamphlet, 
ballad,  printed  paper  or  other  thing  containing 
obscene,  indecent  or  impure  language  either  in 
whole  or  in  part. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  this  is  an  order 
that  is  introduced  for  the  protection  of  the  morals 
of  the  youth.  I  believe  today  it  is  incumbent  on 
everyone  who  has  the  privilege  of  serving  the 
public  to  make  a  point  of  learning  about  cases 
where  people  are  being  brought  in  contact  with 
obscene,  indecent  and  impure  literature,  and  to  do 
all  we  can  to  prohibit  publishing,  sale,  importa- 
tion or  distribution,  in  the  form  of  a  book,  ballad, 
pamphlet,  or  printed  paper  of  any  sort.  Such 
literature  should  not  be  allowed  on  the  shelves 
of  our  bookstores  or  in  our  libraries,  where  it  can  be 
purchased  by  young  people  of  an  impressionable 
age,  who  do  not  appreciate  or  realize  the  danger  or 
the  destructive  consequences  that  will  come, 
physically  or  morally,  through  such  publication 
and  distribution.  I  have  had  occasion  during  the 
last  ten  days  to  inquire  of  the  Police  Commissioner, 
for  example,  in  regard  to  writings  of  Bertram 
Russell,  of  great  detriment  to  the  public,  and  which 
I  had  hoped  might  be  removed  from  public  sale 
and  distribution.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the 
commissioner  is  in  full  accord  with  my  position  in 
the  matter,  and  has  written  me  a  letter  to  that 
effect,   under  date  of  May  29.     He  says: 


"Let  me  say  that  I  do  not  disagree  with  your 
conclusion  and  analysis  of  the  book  itself.  How- 
ever, I  must  call  your  attention  to  many  practical 
and  legal  considerations  which  are  outstanding 
in  my  mind  and  which  ought  to  be  given  careful 
consideration  before  any  criminal  action  be  ordered 
by  me  with  respect  to  the  sale  of  the  book." 

But  he  is  entirely  in  sympathy  with  my  posi- 
tion if  action  can  legally  be  taken.  I  read  an 
article  by  a  journalistic  observer  awhile  ago, 
calling  attention  to  some  of  the  so-called  "best 
sellers,"  most  of  them  containing  matter  that 
would  be  detrimental  to  the  morals  of  youth.  I 
sincerely  trust  that  such  a  bill  as  I  have  suggested 
may  be  prepared  by  the  Law  Department  and 
presented  to  the  Legislature,  so  that  it  may  be 
acted  upon  by  the  next  Legislature,  looking  to 
prohibition  of  the  publishing,  sale  and  importa- 
tion or  distribution  of  any  book,  pamphlet,  ballad, 
printed  matter  or  other  thing  containing  obscene, 
indecent  or  impure  language  either  in  whole  or 
in  part.  Certainly  some  such  action  should  be 
taken,  for  the  protection  of  the  morals  of  the 
youth. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
believe  the  order  which  has  been  introduced  by 
the  gentleman  is  one  that  deserves  favorable 
action  on  the  part  of  this  Council.  I  believe  it 
expresses  the  feeling  of  every  member  of  the  Body. 
We  all  know  that  anything  that  tends  to  give 
these  false  and  immoral  ideas  to  the  youth  of  our 
country  contaminates  the  very  roots  of  society. 
Certainly  such  infection  should  not  be  allowed  in 
our  schools,  and  to  allow  it  is  highly  immoral, 
highly  undemocratic,  and  endangers  not  only  the 
youth  of  the  nation  but  the  nation  itself.  Certainly 
such  practices  as  Bertram  Russell  has  suggested  in 
his  classrooms,  while  it  may  be  permitted  in  the 
German  schools  or  in  nations  engaged  in  the 
present  European  war,  must  be  condemned  by 
all  Americans  as  immoral  and  subversive  of  de- 
cency in  human  relations,  in  line  with  the  godless 
and  immoral  teachings  of  Hitlerism  and  of  Soviet 
Russia.  Bertram  Russell  is  teaching  the  abnormal 
sexual  doctrines  now  prevalent  in  Russia  and 
among  the  present  ruling  class  of  Germany  and  I 
suggest,  therefore,  that  there  be  an  investigation  of 
such  activities  in  Massachusetts,  with  a  hope  that 
that  investigation  will  get  around  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts college  where  Bertram  Russell  is  about 
to  teach.  Certainly  something  should  be  done 
here  to  stop  the  encouragement  of  Russian  abnor- 
.  malities.  The  teachings  of  Bertram  Russell  and 
others  of  his  kind  are  a  definite  threat  to  the 
American  nation  and  to  the  morals  of  our  American 
youth.  I  want,  therefore,  to  commend  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10  for  the  order  he  has  introduced, 
and  I  certainly  trust  that  it  will  be  passed. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ABATEMENT    OF    TAXES    OF    EASTERN 
RACING   ASSOCIATION. 

Coun.  TAYLOR  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  fully 
defend  the  interests  of  the  city  in  regard  to  the 
application  for  abatement  of  taxes  by  the  Eastern 
Racing  Association,  and  that,  in  the  event  the 
Board  of  Tax  Appeals  renders  a  decision  against 
the  City  of  Boston,  he  appeal  the  decision  and 
prosecute  the  case  in  the  courts  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  during  thel  ast 
two  weeks  there  has  been  a  hearing  before  the 
Board  of  Tax  Appeals  on  the  petition  of  the  Eastern 
Racing  Association  for  abatement  of  taxes  on 
their  big  plant  in  East  Boston.  It  was  rather  sur- 
prising to  read  in  the  newspapers  that  gentlemen 
who  spent  immense  sums  for  the  erection  of  their 
buildings  now  claim  that  they  are  not  worth  the 
amount  that  they  cost,  and  that  their  taxes  should 
be  abated.  That  is  particularly  surprising  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  this  monopolistic  concern,  a  con- 
cern which  has  a  monopoly  of  horse  racing  in 
Massachusetts,  and  which  is  really  taking  money 
from  poor  people  and  thereby  injuring  the  mer- 
chants of  the  community,  in  spite  of  the  large 
profits  that  they  are  receiving,  wish  to  take  from 
the  city  money  which  is  rightfully  due  in  the  way 
of  taxes  to  run  our  community.  I  know  that  our 
Law  Department  will  put  up  a  good  fight  to  retain 
the  full  assessment  which  has  been  made  on  these 
people,  and  I  am  not  at  all  pessimistic  as  to  the 
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outcome  when  the  fight  is  made.  These  people 
have  obtained  a  huge  return  on  their  investment  for 
years,  and  now  do  not  wish  to  pay  to  the  city  the 
taxes  which  they  should  properly  pay.  I  know  that 
the  Corporation  Counsel  will  fight  to  the  bitter  end 
for  the  interest  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  compel 
these  people  who  derive  their  money  from  those 
on  the  whole  who  can  least  afford  to  pay,  to  give  a 
fair  return  to  the  citizens  of  our  city,  in  the  way  of 
taxes  for  what  they  receive. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


STATEMENT  BY  COUNCILOR   COFFEY. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Coun.  LYONS— Mr.  President,  I  object. 

Chairman  WARD — What  is  the  ground  of  the 
gentleman's  objection? 

Coun.  LYONS — I  don't  know  that  I  would  ob- 
ject, Mr.  President,  but  I  would  like  to  know  on 
what  the  gentleman  proposes  to  speak. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  simply  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  WARD — Does  the  gentleman  insist 
on  his  objection? 

Coun.  LYONS — I  withdraw  it,  Mr.  President. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  when  I  was 
seventeen  years  of  age  I  left  the  East  Boston  High 
School  to  join  the  army,  to  fight  for  that  flag,  and 
I  was  for  some  time  in  France  fighting  for  the  flag. 
If  I  remember  my  teachings  in  school  correctly,  we 
are  supposed  to  have  free  speech  in  this  country, 
which  is  guaranteed  to  us  under  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
and  also  by  statutes  passed  l>_\  I  he  Legislature.  I 
personally  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  when 
one  of  those  laws  was  passed.  One  of  the  things 
for  which  I  was  fighting,  when  I  entered  the  armj  , 
was  for  liberty  and  for  free  speech,  to  which  I  feel 
that  an  American  citizen  is  entitled  on  any  matter, 
when  he  thinks  he  is  right.  I  made  a  speech  this 
afternoon  which  was  stricken  from  the  record.  I 
am  sick  and  tired  of  hearing  about  the  good  things 
that  our  Mayor  has  done.  When  you  are  telling 
about  the  good  things  he  has  done,  let  me  say  a 
word.  I  have  kept  quiet  until  now.  Last 
year,  in  my  contest  for  membership  in  the  City 
Council,  I  was  supposedly  opposed  by  the  leaders. 
Two  years  before  I  had  withdrawn  from  the  con- 
test, giving  way  to  Irwin.  Last  year,  when  I  was 
a  candidate,  the  Mayor  said,  "Get  out  and  lick 
Coffey,"  and  at  the  last  minute  a  lady  was  put  up 
against  me  in  East  Boston,  one  who  happened  to 
be  a  fellow  member  in  the  Legislature.  Her  father 
had  been  in  public  life  in  this  city,  and  she  was  put 
up  with  the  idea  of  licking  Coffey,  a  veteran  of  the 
World  War  and  the  father  of  a  family,  and  who  at 
the  time  had  a  sick  wife.  But  the  idea  was  to  lick 
Coffey,  and  in  that  effort  Susie  Donovan  was  used, 
being  substituted  for  Irwin,  in  an  effort  to 
defeat  me.  The  Mayor  was  not  satisfied  with  me, 
and  Coffey  had  to  go.  Well,  the  election  was 
held,  and  I  won,  and  then,  of  course,  they  had  to 
have  a  recount.  In  fact,  they  had  two  recounts  in 
the  Election  Department,  something  never  heard 
of  before.  Dever  said,  "You  cannot  hold  a  second 
recount,"  and  Secretary  Cook  said  that  it  was 
illegal.  But  they  held  it.  And  who  was  respon- 
sible? Well,  we  all  know  that  officials  cannot  act 
in  this  city  without  the  Mayor's  consent.  They 
cannot  do  anything  until  they  get  the  Mayor's 
say-so.  But  they  had  the  recount,  the  matter 
having  been  taken  to  court.  I  was  in  no  position 
to  carry  on  a  fight  at  the  time.  My  good  wife  died, 
and  everything  was  in  bad  shape  as  far  as  I  was 
concerned.  But  a  good  friend  gave  me  the  money, 
and  I  went  to  court.  I  would  have  been  defeated, 
although  honestly  elected  by  216  votes,  as  was 
brought  out  in  the  press.  But  there  was  an 
attempt  to  steal  the  election  from  me.  With  a 
proper  count  the  result  would  have  been  216 
instead  of  13  votes.  So  they  tried  to  steal  the 
election  from  Coffey,  because  they  couldn't  do 
business  with  me.  They  are  not  handling  me. 
They  have  a  good  deal  to  answer  for.  And  you 
members  have  a  lot  to  answer  for,  if  you  don't 
protest  on  behalf  of  your  district  against  some  of 
the  things  that  are  going  on.  What  I  am  saying 
now  I  say  for  the  record.  If  the  Mayor  was  honest 
and  really  spoke  in  favor  last  year  of  horse  racing 
on  the  ground  that  it  would  also  help  the  old  age, 
he  should  not  have  vetoed  the  three  dog  tracks, 
which  would  have  meant  that  old  age  assistance 
would  have  received  much  more  money. 


FENCE,  JOHN  WINTHROP  PLAYGROUND. 
Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  f oUowing: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  extend 
the  fence  at  the  John  Winthrop  Playground  on 
Danube  street  so  that  it  will  be  8  or  10  feet  high 
for  a  distance  of  about  thirty  feet  to  prevent 
handballs  from  going  over  the  present  fence  and 
hitting  adjoining  houses. 

Bussed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC     SIGNS    FOR    PROTECTION    OF 
BLIND. 

Coun.  SCANNELL.and  LINEHAN  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,     That     the     Traffic     Commission     be 

requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  erect 
signs  in  the  vicinity  of  G,  H  and  Fourth  sin-els 
notifying  autoists  of  their  nearness  to  the  Institute 
for  the  Blind. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CHARLESTOWN  BUS  AND  GAR   SERVICE. 

Coun.  GALYIN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,     That     the     trustees    of    the     Boston 

Elevated    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 

.Mayor,  to  rescind  the  order  calling  for  the  curtail- 

i    of  bus  and   cai   Bervice  in   the  Charlestown 

area. 

Coun.  GALVIN — Mr.  President,  I  was  reading 
the  Sunday  papers  yesterday  afternoon  and 
noticed  a  report  from  the  Elevated  officials  that 
they  were  going  to  curtail  the  bus  and  car  service 
along  Main  street,  Charlestown,  during  the  rush 
hours.  I  am,  therefore,  through  this  order. 
asking  the  trustees  of  the  Elevated  to  rescind  thai 
order  for  curtailment,  because,  even  if  they  do  not 
take  in  a  ten-cent  fare  in  Charlestown  in  all  eases, 
the  Elevated  is  in  duty  bound  to  give  to  Charles- 
town service.  For  years  we  in  that  section  have 
suffered  because  of  the  destruction  of  property 
in  our  town  because  of  the  Elevated  structure 
passing  through  it,  a  structure  that  has  completely 
ruined  much  of  the  district.  Now,  after  destroy- 
ing the  property  as  they  have  over  there,  they  are 
trying  to  still  further  milk  the  cow.  In  fact,  they 
are  trying  to  get  every  drop  of  blood  out  of  the 
cow,  simply  leaving  t he  carcass  behind.  At  the 
present  time,  the  Boston  Elevated  have  petitioned 
the  Street  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  put  in  tracks  in  Sullivan  square  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  better  service  to  the  people  of  Medford 
and  other  sections  beyond  Charlestown,  in  spite 
of  the  destruction  they  have  already  caused  to 
property  of  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  in  the  Charles- 
town district.  They  are  doing  that,  while  they 
are  taking  these  steps  that  will  compel  citizens  of 
Charlestown  to  walk  into  Boston  during  the  rush 
hours.  I  myself  am  tempted  to  get  a  bus  permit, 
which  I  think  would  be  a  profitable  plan,  to  run 
through  that  district,  because  of  the  fact  that  they 
are  taking  action  to  further  injure  the  people  of 
Charlestown,  while  adding  to  the  facilities  of  those 
who  live  beyond,  in  other  communities.  So  I 
believe  if  private  bus  fines  were  run,  they  would 
make  money  and  that  the  Elevated  would  suffer 
considerable  loss,  following  its  efforts  to  reduce 
the  service  given  to  the  Charlestown  area. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


HEALTH  CENTER,  DORCHESTER 
DISTRICT. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB,  KELLV,  FISH,  WICKE3 
and  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  trustees  of  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund  are  authorized  to  build  health 
centers  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  the  poor  of 
Boston;    and 

\\  hereas,  The  population  of  the  Dorchester 
district  of  the  City  of  Boston  is  in  excess  of  250,000; 
and 

Whereas,  The  sick  and  poor  residents  of  the  Dor- 
chester section  of  Boston  are  in  urgent  need  of 
additional  health  clinics;  and 
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Whereas,  The  Dorchester  district  of  Boston  is 
not  receiving  the  benefits  provided  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  will  of  George  Robert  White;  there- 
fore be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  trustees  of  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund  be  notified  that  the  Boston  City 
Council  strongly  urges  the  erection  of  a  White 
Fund  unit  to  be  centrally  located  in  the  Dorchester 
district  of  Boston. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  this  resolu- 
tion, offered  by  councilors  from  the  different 
Dorchester  wards  along  with  myself,  is  substan- 
tially based  on  certain  assurances  and  promises 
that  I  made  to  the  voters  and  residents  of  my 
district,  one  of  the  most  important  of  which,  made 
to  the  people  of  Ward  14  at  that  time,  was  that  I 
would  do  everything  within  my  power  to  obtain  a 
health  center  or  a  White  Fund  unit  for  the  people 
of  that  district.  The  reason  for  that  promise  was 
because  I  realized  that  we  have  there  a  district 
containing  70,000  people  badly  in  need  of  health 
facilities.  I  realize  how  difficult  it  is  for  mothers 
with  sick  children  to  bring  those  children  into  the 
Boston  City  Hospital,  that  it  requires  considerable 
effort  and  delay,  as  well  as  the  expense  for  carfare 
that  it  involves  in  taking  those  sick  children  to 
the  Boston  City  Hospital.  Therefore,  not  long 
ago  I  filed  an  order  in  the  City  Council  requesting 
the  trustees  of  the  White  Fund  to  erect  a  White 
Fund  unit  in  Ward  14.  Similar  orders  have 
been  filed  by  my  colleagues  representing  the  other 
wards  of  the  district,  the  reason  in  each  case  being, 
the  lack  of  health  facilities  in  their  district,  similar 
to  the  lack  in  my  own.  We  certainly  feel  that, 
with  the  White  Fund  available,  such  a  health  unit 
should  certainly  be  erected  in  some  central  part 
of  the  Dorchester  district.  Certainly  the  money 
from  that  fund  could  be  no  better  spent  by  the 
trustees  than  for  such  a  purpose,  which  would  be  so 
vitally  connected  with  the  welfare  of  our  people.  I 
say,  therefore,  that  a  district  that  has  approxi- 
mately one  third  of  the  entire  number  of  citizens 
of  the  entire  city  should  certainly  receive  more 
recognition  than  it  is  receiving  today.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  this  Honorable  Body  will  pass  this 
resolution,  and  that  the  trustees  of  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund  will  see  fit  to  establish  a  White 
Fund  unit  in  some  central  part  of  the  Dorchester 
district  of  Boston. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  am  not  going  to 
elaborate  on  what  Councilor  Gottlieb  has  said, 
except  to  say  that  I  would  like  to  see  a  copy  of  this 
resolution  in  the  hands  of  the  George  Robert  White 
Fund  commissioners  at  their  meeting  today. 

The  resolution  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


INCREASE   OF   BUS   FARES. 

Coun.  CHASE  and  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  Boston  Elevated  Trustees  have 
recently  increased  the  bus  fares  from  five  cents  to 
ten  cents  on  four  intown  bus  lines  which  cover  a 
distance  of  slightly  more  than  one  mile;  and 

Whereas,  The  Boston  City  Council  in  meeting 
assembled  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  fare  increase 
is  unwarranted  and  not  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  Boston  public;  therefore,  be  it 

Ordered,  That  the  State  Department  of  Public 
Utilities  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  issue  orders  to  the  trustees  of  the 
Boston  Elevated  to  restore  the  five-cent  fares  on 
all  intown  bus  lines  that  were  recently  increased 
to  ten  cents. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  move  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  and  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  it  seems  to  me 
this  is  one  of  those  things  upon  which  action 
should  be  immediately  taken.  These  bus  lines 
in  Boston  on  which  the  fares  have  recently  been 
increased  from  five  to  ten  cents,  are  bus  lines 
used  by  citizens  of  Boston,  especially  the  poorer 
people,  in  going  to  and  from  work  and  the  increase 
means  that  in  many  cases  these  persons  will 
have  to  walk  to  work  and  back  again,  because 
of  the  fact  that  they  are  perhaps  working  for 
minimum  wages.  I  say  there  is  no  bus  in  the 
City  of  Boston  that  should  charge  more  than  a 
five-cent  fare  and  I  therefore  hope  that  the  order 
will  pass. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  Councilor 
Russo  and  myself  have  introduced  this  order 
because  we  believe  that  this  recent  increase  in 
the  fares  is  unwise,  unfair  and  in  conflict  with  the 
best  interests  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  generally. 
How    can    the    trustees    of    the    Elevated    justify 


such  an  increase,  particularly  when  you  consider 
that  patrons  of  the  road  at  the  present  time  can 
ride  from  Arlington  Heights  to  any  section  of 
Boston  for  a  ten-cent  fare?  There  are  thousands 
of  people  in  my  district  and  throughout  Boston, 
particularly  in  the  downtown  areas,  who  use 
these  bus  lines  in  going  to  and  from  their  work 
and  who  are  subjected  to  a  great  hardship  by  this 
increase  in  the  fares.  The  distance  carried  in  the 
buses  in  practically  no  case  exceeds  a  mile,  and 
how  can  the  trustees,  from  a  humane  or  any 
standpoint,  justify  the  increase?  I  hope  that  the 
Council  will  pass  the  order. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  think 
that  the  order  which  has  been  offered  is  worthy 
of  serious  consideration,  at  any  rate.  I  certainly 
feel  that  a  comparison  of  the  fares  now  charged 
shows  in  many  cases  an  injustice  to  riders  on  the 
cars.  If  I  want  to  ride  from  Copley  square  to 
Park  street — which  I  never  do,  because  I  prefer 
to  walk — I  have  to  pay  ten  cents.  That  is  practi- 
cally true  on  most  of  the  lines  throughout  the 
city,  that  to  ride  a  short  distance  you  pay  ten 
cents.  On  the  other  hand,  you  can  ride  from 
Arlington  Heights  to  Milton  for  ten  cents,  while 
going  from  Arlington  Heights  to  Harvard  square, 
a  much  shorter  distance,  you  also  pay  ten  cents. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  road  might  well  charge 
on  the  short  rides  five  cents  and  on  the  longer 
rides  ten  cents.  People  in  the  summertime 
especially  want  to  take  short  rides,  and  if  they 
have  to  pay  ten  cents  for  those  short  rides  in  many 
cases  they  will  feel  obliged  to  walk.  I  think, 
therefore  that  the  road  might  well  charge  people 
going  from  Arlington  to  Harvard  square  five 
cents,  and  ten  cents  beyond  also,  that  on  some 
of  the  very  long  rides  they  might  well  charge 
fifteen  cents.  A  short  ride  in  many  cases  is  not 
worth  more  than  five  cents. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  it  is  very 
apparent  to  me  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  es- 
tablished these  fares  to  cover  up  their  past  'in- 
efficiency, and,  actuated  by  that  motive,  they 
are  now  attempting  to  increase  the  fares  paid  on 
the  short  hauls  in  the  intown  areas.  It  is  ex- 
tremely unfair,  and  I  am  sure  that  an  investigation 
by  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities  of  the  fares 
of  the  Boston  Elevated  would  show  that  there  has 
been  inefficiency  in  the  past,  to  which  the  mounting 
deficit  now  attests.  This  increase  of  these  bus 
fares  is  simply  another  attempt  to  place  an  addi- 
tional burden  on  the  poor  people  of  Boston,  in 
the  effort  by  the  trustees  to  conceal  their  past 
inefficiency. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


APPEARANCE  OF  HEALTH  COM- 
MISSIONER BEFORE  EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  Health  Commissioner  Watts 
be  requested  to  appear  before  the  City  Council 
during  its  executive  session  this  afternoon  to  answer 
questions  in  connection  with  the  operation  and 
administration  of  his  department. 
Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


SUPERVISION  OF  BEANO  GAMES. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Police  -Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  notify 
all  police  officers  covering  Beano  games  between 
today  and  the  date  set  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  as 
the  final  date  for  expiration  of  all  Beano  licenses, 
to  be  on  the  alert  and  report  the  number  of  people 
attending  the  various  gamesv  the  amount  of 
money  taken  in,  and  any  violation  of  the  law  that 
may  take  place. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  the  reason  why  I 
have  introduced  this  order  is  because  I  have  had 
occasion  to  check  up  on  various  reports  filed  with 
the  City  Censor.  It  may  be  very  enlightening  t<> 
the  members  of  the  Body  to  know,  in  conneotion 
with  certain  games  in  Boston,  that  the  operators 
of  one  game  in  particular  in  the  past  two  month.-, 
have  iievn  reported  more  than  fifty-two  people  in 
attendance,  and  have  never  reported  more  than 
$38.20  total  gross  income,  ami  that  after  they 
have  deducted  $25  for  expenses  and  a  few  other 
amounts,  cliarity  lias  received  but  $7.40.  The 
amount  in  anothei  case  is  J1U.20,  in  another  $10, 
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another  $9.80,  and  in  another  $9.40.  Quite  a 
number  of  people  who  attend  these  games  have 
contended  that  there  were  apparently  more  than 
several  hundred  people  at  every  game,  but  ap- 
parently the  operators  of  the  game  did  not  wish 
to  report  any  such  numbers,  so  that  a  proper 
amount  might  be  given  to  charity,  carrying  out 
the  purpose  of  the  General  Laws.  I  also  had 
occasion,  Mr.  President,  to  check  on  another  game 
which  apparently  is  one  of  the  largest  games  in 
Boston.  As  I  understand  it,  1 ,200  to  1 ,500  attend  it, 
at  a  charge  of  a  dollar  each,  and  each  player  played 
twenty-odd  games,  as  a  special  proposition,  and 
after  the  twentieth  game,  each  player  having  paid 
so  much  for  a  card,  the  promoters  took  in  anywhere 
from  $3,000  to  $4,000  on  such  a  night.  But  they 
reported  that  no  more  than  209  attended  at  any 
one  of  these  sessions,  and  also  reported  that  they 
never  took  in  more  than  $193.  The  expense  was 
$105,  and  charity  got  anywhere  from  360  to  $85  or 
$88.  Now,  we  are  all  reasonable  men  here.  We 
all  know  that  you  cannot  beat  figures.  If  1,500 
people  attended  such  a  game,  they  paid  $1,500, 
and  if  they  then  started  playing  individual  games 
that  would  materially  increase  the  income.  You 
can  appreciate  the  fact  that  something  should  be 
done  to  these  Beano  operators,  especially  when 
they  are  going  to  play  wide  open.  Of  course 
June  15  is  now  approaching  and  between  now  and 
then  police  officers  covering  the  Beano  games  should 
be  on  the  alert  and  report  the  number  of  people 
attending,  the  amount  taken  in,  and  any  violation 
of  the  law  that  may  take  place.  Certainly  some- 
thing should  be  done  about  this. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  perhaps  I  do  not 
have  a  suspicious  mind  in  regard  to  people  through- 
out the  City  of  Boston,  especially  members  of  the 
Police  Department,  whom  I  have  always  felt  per- 
formed their  duties.  I  certainly  feel  that  they 
have  kept  a  close  guard  on  Beano.  But  there  is 
one  question  I  would  like  to  ask  him,  whether 
any  of  these  Beanos  he  refers  to  are  Beanos  of  the 
Redberry  Council,  the  Old  Dorchester  Post,  the 
American  Legion,  the  Ensign  O'Connell  Post,  and 
auxiliaries?  I  have  an  order  that  I  propose  to 
put  in  before  I  am  through.  But  I  don't  think  the 
gentleman  has  courage  enough.  He  is  yellow. 
He  has  been  asked  to  mention  any  one  of  the 
Beanos  that  were  violating  the  law.  He  seems 
to  know  so  much  about  this  matter,  that  I  suppose 
he  knows  which  ones  they  are,  but,  apparently, 
he  will  not  mention  them. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  if  the 
activities  of  the  councilor  from  Ward  4  (Coun. 
Chase)  were  instrumental  in  the  closing  down  of 
illegal  Beanos  in  his  district  or  any  other  part  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  I  think  the  councilor  from  the 
Back  Bay  should  be  commended  for  those  activi- 
ties where  they  have  resulted  in  closing  down 
violators  of  the  rules  regulating  the  conduct  and 
operation  of  Beano  games.  But  I  am  interested 
in  this  matter  Mr.  President,  because  as  he  has 
made  this  issue  I  wish  to  ask  the  councilor  from 
the  Back  Bay,  through  you,  whether  or  not  the 
figures  he  has  presented  to  the  Council  were 
received  by  him  from  the  Licensing  Bureau  of  the 
City  of  Boston? 

Chairman  WARD — The  Chair  will  remind  the 
councilors  to  abide  by  the  rules  and  to  refrain 
from  personalities.  Does  the  gentleman  wish  to 
answer  ? 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  answer  Councilor  Gottlieb's  question.  I  have 
here  reports  of  four  different  Beanos.  Two  of 
them  happen  to  be  in  my  ward,  and  two  happen 
to  be  in  Roxbury.  The  reports  filed  in  the  Mayor's 
office,  Licensing  Department,  show  the  total 
number  of  people  attending  the  games  and  the 
total  receipts  and  charges. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  I  have  a 
very  definite  reason  for  asking,  through  the  Chair, 
whether  that  information  was  received  through 
the  Licensing  Bureau.  My  reason  is  this.  At  the 
last  regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  Councilor 
Chase  again  attempted  to  get  a  Beano  motion  off 
the  table,  a  motion  that  had  been  tabled  for  many 
weeks,  and  at  that  time  he  stated,  as  he  has  stated 
many  times  in  the  past,  that  he  was  unable  to 
obtain  from  the  Licensing  Bureau  of  the  City  of 
Boston  information  in  regard  to  the  profits  of 
Beano  games,  that  such  information  was  not 
available  to  him,  which  I  felt  was  an  injustice  to 
the  gentleman  from  the  Back  Bay  or  any  member 
of  this  Council.  I  felt  that  he  was  entitled  to 
receive  that  information.  With  that  feeling  I 
now  would  ask  that  the  City  Councilor  be  required 
to  furnish  the  information.     I  am  curious  to  know 


whether  the  councilor  from  the  Back  Bay  made  a 
genuine  effort  to  receive  the  information,  and 
whether  the  information  was  actually  withheld 
from  him. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  in  view  of 
some  of  the  things  that  have  been  said  in  the 
course  of  the  debate  at  other  meetings,  I  now  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  Rule  20  of 
our  rules: 

"Every  member  when  about  to  speak  shall 
arise,  address  the  Chair,  and  wait  until  he  is  recog- 
nized, and,  in  speaking,  shall  refrain  from  mention- 
ing any  other  member  by  name,  shall  confine 
himself  to  the  question,  and  avoid  personalities. 
Any  member  who,  in  debate  or  otherwise,  in- 
dulges in  personalities  or  makes  charges  reflecting 
upon  the  character  of  another  member,  shall  make 
an  apology  in  open  session  at  the  meeting  at  which 
the  offence  is  committed  or  at  the  next  regular 
meeting,  and,  failing  to  do  so,  shall  be  named  by 
the  President  or  held  in  contempt  and  suspended 
from  further  participation  in  debate  until  said 
apology  is  made." 

I  think  we  should  either  follow  that  rule  or 
rescind  it. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President.  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.  I  don't  know  whether  the  state- 
ment just  made  by  the  councilor  from  the  Back 
Bay  applied  to  the  remarks  I  have  just  made  in 
this  Council,  whether  I  have  violated  in  any 
statement  I  have  made  any  of  the  provisions  of 
that  rule. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President.  I  rose  to 
address  the  Chair  and  to  make  the  statement 
which  I  have  just  made  before  the  gentleman  had 
spoken  at  all,  and  my  remarks  had  no  reference  to 
what  he  said. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  apparently,  there- 
fore, the  purpose  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
(Coun.  Shattuck)  was  to  call  attention  to  some 
utterances  of  mine.  I  would  like  to  know,  through 
the  Chair,  if  that  is  so? 

Chairman  WARD — The  Chair  heard  nothing 
derogatory. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  1  would  like  to 
ask  the  councilor  from  Dorchester 

Chairman  WARD — There  is  an  order  before  the 
Body. 

Coun.  CHASE — Well,  Mr.  President,  the  gentle- 
man asked  me  to  answer  in  regard  to  certain 
things,  and  I  am  here  to  do  so. 

Chairman  WARD — The  question  is  on  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule  and  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  WARD — The  Chair  objects,  and  the 
question  is  on  suspension  of  the  rule  and  passage 
of  the  order. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  the 
councilor  from  Dorchester 

Chairman  WARD — The  gentleman  is  out  of 
order. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  am  always  out 
of  order  when 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order    that  the  gentleman  is  out  of  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


OPERATION  OF  CERTAIN  BEANO  GAMES. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  approve  licenses  for  the  operation  of  Beano 
games  after  June  15th  by  Redberry  Council, 
K.  of  C,  Old  Dorchester  Post,  American  Legion, 
and  Ensign  O'Connell  Post,  and  their  auxiliaries. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  since  this  is  a 
Beano  order,  possibly  the  councilor  from  the 
Back  Bay  (Coun.  Chase)  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  speak  again.  There  is  not  much  forme  to  say, 
inasmuch  as  the  order  has  been  issued  for  closing 
Beano  on  June  15.  But  there  is  only  one  reason 
why  Beano  should  be  stopped,  and  that  is  because 
the  organizations  that  were  running  the  games 
are  cheating,  are  dishonest.  This  is  about  the 
fifth  time  that  I  have  stood  up  here  in  defense  of 
these  organizations,  and  nobody,  no  matter  who 
he  is,  is  going  to  say  in  my  presence  that  these 
organizations  to  which  I  have  referred  in  my  order 
are  dishonest.  That  is  why  I  believe  they  should 
be  given  an  opportunity  to  continue  their  Beano 
games. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  the  gentleman 
from  Dorchester  has  accused  me  in  this  Body  of 
being  yellow.     Well,  I  have  never  told  the  members 
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of  the  Body  what  I  have  gone  through  in  the  last 
few  months  because  of  the  action  I  have  attempted 
to  have  taken  in  regard  to  Beano  games.  I  think 
it  is  about  time  that  any  member  of  the  Council 
should  apologize  for  accusing  me  of  being  yellow. 
My  wife  has  answered  telephone  calls  from  people 
who  have  told  her  at  my  house  that  if  she  did  not 
use  her  influence  with  me  I  would  be  bodily 
harmed  if  I  did  not  stop  my  opposition  to  Beano 
operations  in  Boston.  I  have  received  intimidating 
letters  from  people  telling  me  the  fate  I  would 
meet  politically  if  I  did  not  quit  on  Beano.  Did  I 
quit?  The  fact  that  I  did  not  is  sufficient  proof 
that  I  have  continued  to  carry  on  my  fight.  There 
is  no  reason  why  I  should  be  fraid  of  anyone. 
Of  course,  the  racketeers  can  try  to  frighten  me, 
and  certain  members  of  the  Body  have  thrown 
things  in  my  face,  have  made  ambiguous  state- 
ments, trying  to  frighten  me  because  of  my 
position  on  Beano  games,  without  success.  I 
trust  that  the  gentleman  from  Dorchester  will 
apologize  for  his  statement. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  am  not  referring 
in  this  Body  to  anything  that  goes  on  behind  the 
front  door  or  the  four  walls  of  my  own  house.  I 
have  my  own  family  affairs,  which  I  am  not 
bringing  into  this  City  Council.  If  the  gentleman 
dislikes  the  word  "yellow,"  I  will  admit  that  it  is 
not  the  best  word  in  the  dictionary,  but  I  still 
claim  that  he  did  not  have  courage  enough  to  come 
out  and  mention  those  whom  he  thought  would  be 
offended  by  such  publicity  in  this  Body  in  the  la^t 
three  months,  apparently  basing  his  position 
merely  on  rumors. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  believe  if  the 
gentleman  from  Dorchester  was  to  interview 
the  Police  Commissioner,  that  gentleman  could 
enlighten  him  in  regard  to  certain  things.  Further- 
more, I  believe,  the  gentleman  could  be  enlightened 
if  he  would  ask  a  few  people  who  have  attended 
Beano  games,  and  if  he  got  their  reaction  to  what 
took  place  at  those  games.  I  believe  if  he  did 
that,  he  would  have  a  change  of  heart.  Among 
all  the  men  in  the  Council,  the  gentleman  from 
Dorchester  has  seen  fit  to  attack  me.  I  have 
not  accused  him  of  anything.  I  know  men  who 
have  served  in  this  Body  in  prior  years  who  have 
been  hurt  publicly  by  charges  that  have  been 
made  in  the  Body,  those  charges  having  been  made 
against  men  simply  because  they  got  up  here  and 
stated  what  they,  as  honest  men,  believed  were 
facts.  But  irrespective  of  that  fact,  an  attempt  was 
made  to  slaughter  their  characters,  to  put  a  black 
mark  against  them  in  the  public  mind.  That  has 
been  done  in  this  Body.  And  many  men  have 
kept  quiet,  perfectly  innocent  men,  not  because  of 
any  fear  of  what  somebody  might  have  on  them, 
but  because  of  things  that  would  be  repeated  in 
political  gatherings  or  elsewhere,  statements  that 
were  just  "bunk,"  trying  to  frighten  men  into 
submission. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  speak.  I  promise  to  be  brief.  (No 
objection.)  In  answer  to  the  councilor  from 
Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase),  I  will  say  that  I  did  request 
the  Police  Commissioner  three  months  ago  to  fur- 
nish information  to  me,  which  he  has  as  yet  not 
done.  It  is  too  bad  that  the  councilor  from  Ward 
4  takes  this  so  much  at  heart  that  he  calls  any  order 
that  may  be  introduced  by  another  member  "bunk." 
I  don't  think  anybody  in  this  room  will  believe 
that  such  an  order  as  I  have  just  put  in  here  can  be 
classed  as  "bunk,"  an  order  referring  to  high  class 
military  and  social  organizations.  Surely  the  or- 
ganizations to  which  I  have  referred  in  my  order 
cannot  be  characterized  as  organizations  that 
would  have  anything  to  do  with  anything  that 
can  be  called  "bunk."  I  don't  believe  it  is  neces- 
sary for  me  or  anybody  else  to  get  up  here  to  defend 
them.  I  ask  that  the  councilor  from  Ward  4  go 
over  every  word  that  I  have  uttered  here  up  to  the 
present  time,  and  I  challenge  him  to  find  anything 
in  what  I  have  said  that  furnishes  reason  to  defend 
my  statements. 

Coun.  CHASE — Apparently  the  councilor  from 
Dorchester  does  not  realize  how  these  games  are 
operated. 

Coun.  FISH — I  think  I  ought  to  know  some- 
thing about  it. 

Coun.  CHASE — These  organizations,  as  a  rule, 
are  not  operating  the  games  themselves.  The 
games  are  usually  run  by  professional  operators, 
who  get  the  organizations  to  allow  them  to  permit 
the  use  of  their  names.  But  the  professionals  con- 
duct the  games  and,  irrespective  of  how  much 
money  is  taken  in,  the  charitable  or  patriotic 
organizations  do  not  receive  what  they  should. 


Coun.  GALVIN— Mr.  President,  has  the  gentle- 
man any  list  of  names  including  Bunker  Hill  Coun- 
cil, Knights  of  Columbus,  or  any  other  organization 
in  Charlestown  who  operate  through  anyone  other 
than  the  organization  itself? 

Coun.  CHASE— No. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  HURLEY,  the  main  ques- 
tion was  ordered,  and  the  order  was  passed  under 
suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED      ELECTION      OF      ASSISTANT 
CITY    MESSENGER. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  I  now  move  that 
we  take  No.  3  from  the  table. 

No.  3  was  as  follows: 

3.  Motion  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  First 
Assistant  City  Messenger. 

The  motion  to  take  from  the  table  was  put,  and, 
the  Chair  being  in  doubt,  a  rising  vote  was  ordered. 
The  motion  to  take  from  the  table  was  lost,  yeas  8, 
nays  13. 


ROTARY  TRAFFIC  SYSTEM,  KANE  SQUARE. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install  a 
rotary  traffic  system   at  Kane  square,   Ward   15, 
Dorchester. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BONDS  OF  EAST  BOSTON  TRAFFIC 
TUNNEL. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  confer  with  persons,  firms  or  corporations  hold- 
ing bonds  on  the  East  Boston  Traffic  Tunnel,  ask- 
ing that  they  reduce  their  rate  of  interest  in  order 
to  make  it  possible  to  cut  the  deficit  in  the  operating- 
expenses  of  said  Traffic  Tunnel  for  the  taxpayers 
of  Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAINTING    WARD   17  CROSSWALKS. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That     the     Traffic     Commission     be 
requested,   through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  re- 
paint all   crosswalks   in   the.  Ward    17   section   of 
Dorchester. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


HYDE     PARK     ATHLETIC     FIELD. 

-     Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,     That     the     Park     Commissioner     be 

requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  name 

the  new  athletic  field  in  Hyde  Park  the   "Hyde 

Park  Athletic  Field." 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING    ROSA   STREET,    WARD    18. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  paving,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
type  of  construction,  Rosa  street,  Ward  18,  from 
River  street  to  the  entrance  ^of  the  new  Athletic 
Field. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALKS,    WHITFOKD   STREET, 
WARD    18. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Work-  Commissioner 
be  requested,   through   his   Honor  the   Mayor,   to 
construct  sidewalks  on  Whitford  street.  Ward  18, 
under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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RECREATION     CENTER,     WARD     19. 

Coun.  LANGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  consider  the  advisability  of  erecting  a 
health  recreation  center  in  the  Ward  |19  district 
of  Boston. 

Passed  under  supsension  of  the  rule. 


CHANGING    NAME  OF   WESTBOURNE 
ROAD. 

Coun.  LANGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  changing  the  aame 
of  Westbourne  road,  from  Florence  Street  Easl  i  >> 
Southbourne  road,  to  Westbourne  Circle. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALKS,   MALCOLM    ROAD,  WARD  19 

Coun.  LANGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,   through   his  Honor  the   Mayor,   to 
install  tar  sidewalks  along  Malcolm  load,  Ward  19, 
under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN,  the 
Council  voted  at  4.30  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled 
and  were  called  to  order  by  Coun.  WARD  at  5.50 
p.  m. 


"STOP"  SIGNS.  SUMMIT  AVENUE, 
WARD  21. 

Coun.  WARD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Traffic    Commission     be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
"Stop"  signs  on  Summit  avenue,  at  the  corner  of 
Allston  street,   Ward  21. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAVING  RESERVOIR  ROAD,  WARD  21. 

Coun.  WARD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  with  smooth  pavement  Reser- 
voir road,  Ward  21,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of 
construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FACILITIES    AT    WHITTIER     STREET 
HEALTH   UNIT. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  open 
the  park  connected  with  the  Whittier  Street 
Health  Unit,  Ward  9,  at  once,  from  8  a.  m.  to 
11  p.  m.,  and  the  pool  therein  be  opened  daily 
from  8  a.  m.  to  8  p.  m.,  for  the  comfort  and  enjoy- 
ment of  the  residents  of  that  district. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MATRONS  FOR   WILLIAM    CARTER 
PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Park    Commission    be   re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  provide 
matrons    for    the    William    Carter    Playground, 
Ward  9. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TIME    OFF   FOR   HOSPITAL   EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN,  M.  H.  SULLIVAN 
and   HURLEY   offered  the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  instructed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
to  immediately  enforce  a  recent  order  of  the 
Boston  City  Council  whereby  consideration 
should  be  given  to  employees  of  the  City  Hospital 
just  the  same  as  it  is  given  to  employees  of  other 
departments  of  the  city  in  the  matter  of  being 
allowed  time  off,  with  pay,  on  Saturdays,  or  on 
warm  days  when  a  skeleton   force  is  authorized. 

Coun.  "  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President , 
we  all  know  this  is  one  of  the  city  departments 
where  the  employees  are  underpaid.  It  has  been 
the  practice  of  the  trustees  and  the  superintendent 
in  past  years  ou  these  orders,  after  they  are  issued 
from  the  Mayor's  office,  for  the  superintendent 
to  issue  them  the  following  day  when  it  was  too 
late  for  the  employees  to  have  an  hour  or  two 
off  a  day.  I  think  this  is  one  way  in  which  we 
can  repay  the  employees  of  the  City  Hospital 
who  are  underpaid,  and  give  them  a  little  con- 
sideration that  the  other  city  departments  are 
having.  This  order  was  introduced  a  couple 
of  weeks  ago,  that  all  the  departments  should 
allow  a  skeleton  force  on  .Saturdays  and  also  when- 
ever the  weather  is  too  warm.  All  the  city  de- 
partments except  the  City  Hospital  enjoyed 
this  privilege  last  Saturday,  and  I  hope  that 
the  Mayor  will  instruct  the  various  department 
heads  and  the  hospital  to  allow  those  employees 
who  are  able  to  have  this  time  off.  I  hope  the 
order  passes. 

The  order  was  passed  under  BUSpension  of  t  he 
rule. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  ADDITIONAL   POLICE 
OFFICERS. 

Coun.   M.  11.   SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,    That    the    Police    Commissioner    be 

requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 

appoint    thirty    new    officers    to    the    force    prior 

to   the   expiration   of   the   present   list. 

Passed   under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REQUESTED    RESCISSION   OF    ELEVATED 
FARE   INCREASES. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated Railway  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  rescind  all  fare  increases  put  into 
effect  as  of  November  1,  1939,  and  to  re-establish 
all  five-cent  fares  in  effect  before  that   date. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  in 
October  last  I  took  the  floor  in  the  Boston  City 
Council  and  protested  the  rise  in  rates  on  the 
Boston  Elevated  at  that  time.  As  of  November  1, 
1939,  the  Boston  Elevated  Trustees  voted  to 
increase  fares  on  seventy-one  lines  in  greater 
Boston.  They  stated  at  that  time  it  would 
result  in  a  greater  revenue  on  the  lines  throughout 
the  city.  Boston's  payment  on  the  deficit  for 
the  year  April  1,  1938,  to  March  31,  1939,  was, 
according  to  the  figures  given  me  by  the  City 
Auditor,  $2,005,000.  The  amount  demanded 
and  approved  by  the  Governor's  Council  ending 
March  31,  1940,  was  $1,940,000.  The  decrease 
in  Boston's  payment  for  the  past  year,  1940,  as 
compared  with  the  fiscal  year  April  1,  1938,  to 
March  31,  1939,  resulted  in  a  decrease  of  $65,000. 
The  increased  rates  have  been  in  effect  since 
November  1st  of  last  year  until  March  31,  on 
which  date  this  figure  was  computed.  Despite 
the  increase  in  the  fare  rates  Boston's  payment  of 
deficit  is  only  $65,000  less  for  last  year.  The 
Boston  Elevated  were  collecting  the  increased 
rates  during  the  winter  months  when  many 
citizens  did  not  have  their  cars  upon  the  road  anil 
when  the  deficit  should  have  shown  a  greater 
reduction.  In  fact,  for  five  mouths  only  $65,000 
was  saved,  being  the  decrease  in  the  deficit  over 
one  year  on  the  basis  of  figures  would  amount  to 
$156,000.  $156,000  amounts  to  ten  cents  on  the 
tax  rate,  or  50  cents  on  the  owner  of  a  $5,000  home. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  an  owner  of  a  $5,000  home 
in  Boston  who  is  not  paying  more  than  50  cents 
to  the  Boston  Elevated  as  the  result  of  the  in- 
creased fares  that  went  into  effect  as  of  November 
1,  1939.  I  took  the  floor  of  the  Council  on  that 
day  and  I  gave  figures  that  closely  approximated 
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these,  and  said  they  wouldn't  save  over  one 
dollar  on  it.  My  figures  were  contested  at  that 
time,  and  after  the  order  passed  requesting  the 
Boston  Elevated  Trustees  to  rescind  the  order 
then.  On  the  basis  of  the  present  figures,  there 
is  no  justification  for  the  maintenance  or  continu- 
ance of  the  increase  in  fares  put  into  effect  on 
November  1st  of  last  year.  They  militate  strongly 
against  the  welfare  of  the  poor  of  Boston.  They 
militate  against  the  best  interests  of  the  taxpayers. 
The  small  home  owner  is  paying  more  than  50 
cents  a  year  ori  increased  rates  on  the  Boston 
Elevated.  I  feel  in  justice  to  the  commuters 
and  W.  P.  A.  workers  who  have  to  get  to  the  local 
welfare  office  or  unit  and  in  justice  to  the  tax- 
payer who  is  paying  more  than  he  ever  did  as  the 
result  of  increased  fares,  the  trustees  should  im- 
mediately rescind  their  action  of  last  year  and 
place  the  fares  on  the  same  basis  they  were  prior 
to  November  1,  1939. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


STATE   HOME   GUARD. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  President  of  the  United  States 
has  recently  requested  Congress  for  authority  to 
summon  the  National  Guard  to  active  service  in 
the  event  of  necessity;  and 

Whereas,  This  action  will  leave  local  City  and 
State  Governments  without  adequate  defence 
in  the  event  of  Fifth  Column  activities;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
be  requested  to  at  once  re-establish  the  State 
Home  Guard  and  thereby  assure  the  safety  of  all 
persons  and  property  in  the  Commonwealth  in  the 
event  of  subversive  activities. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President, 
about  a  week  ago  I  forwarded  a  communication 
to  his  Excellency  requesting  the  establishing  im- 
mediately of  the  Massachusetts  State  Home  Guard. 
I  note  by  the  newspapers  this  action  has  been 
-favorably  taken  in  sixteen  states  of  the  Union. 
I  have  a  letter  from  the  Massachusetts  State 
Home  Guard  Associates  composed  of  thirty-five 
units  throughout  the  state  with  a  membership 
in  greater  Boston  of  2,700  members.  They 
approved  of  this  action,  and  I  had  sixty-two 
letters  from  Boston,  Metropolitan  Boston,  as 
well  as  outside,  approving  this  action.  I  know  it 
may  seem  a  little  hysterical  possibly  to  ask  the 
re-establishment  of  such  institutions,  but  I  feel 
confident  that  had  Downing  Street  and  Paris 
and  had  the  other  nations  of  Europe  taken  action 
a  year  ago  for  the  maintenance  of  their  home  guard, 
certainly  the  Fifth  Column  would  not  have  made 
such  a  rapid  rise  in  those  foreign  countries.  I 
believe  we  should  take  every  possible  precaution, 
in  view  of  the  recent  action  of  the  President  in 
requesting  Congress  for  authority  to  summon  the 
National  Guard  from  the  various  Commonwealths 
in  the  event  of  need  and  possibly  leave  our  local 
civic  and  state  units  without  proper  protection. 
I  feel  certain  this  Body  should  pass  this  resolution, 
and  I  feel  confident  the  Governor  will  act  promptly 
upon  it. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— I  ask,  through  you,  Mr. 
President,  if  the  councilor  will  state  just  what  the 
State  Home  Guard  is? 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN — It  was  an  organiza- 
tion, a  volunteer  organization,  a  state  militia,  com- 
posed of  elderly  people  during  the  World  War, 
who  wished  to  contribute  their  services  for  the 
maintenance  of  home  defence.  It  was  active  dur- 
ing the  Boston  police  strike.  It  had  no  reference 
to  the  strike-breaking  group  at  that  time,  however. 

The  resolution  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


EXTENSION  OF   BURIALS   IN   VETERANS' 
GRAVES. 

Coun.  ENGLERT,  for  the  Committee  on  Sol- 
diers' Relief,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  May  20)  for  exten- 
sion of  burials  in  veterans'  graves — recommending 
passage  of  accompanying  new  draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  original  order  by  Councilor 
Donoghue,  passed  on  May  10,  1920,  authorizing 
the  Board  of  Cemetery  Trustees  to  set  aside  a 
suitable  lot,  now  known  as  World  War  Veterans' 
Lot  in  Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  to  be  used  for  the 
burial  of  residents  of  Boston  who  were  veterans 


of  the  World  War,  be  amended  to  include  the 
burial  of  the  body  of  a  widow,  father,  mother  or 
dependent  child  under  eighteen  years  of  age  in 
the  same  grave  with  the  veteran  and  in  the  above 
order  of  priority,  unless  the  veteran  shall,  previous 
to  his  demise,  specify  in  writing  his  preference. 
In  the  event  that  the  wife  pre-deceases  the  veteran 
permission  may  be  given  to  bury  the  body  of  the 
wife  in  the  same  grave  with  the  veteran  after  his 
death  and  burial  in  the  World  War  Veterans'  Lot 
at  Mount  Hope  Cemetery. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RESURFACING   OF   HAVERFORD    STREET. 

Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
•resurface  with  smooth  pavement  Haverford  street, 
Ward  11,  from  Montebello  road  to  Boylston  street, 
under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FREDERICK   W.   MEALY   SQUARE. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  space  at  the  junction  of  H 
and  East  Sixth  streets,  South  Boston,  be  named 
Frederick  W.  Mealy  square,  in  honor  of  said 
Mealy,  late  veteran  of  the  World  War,  and  that 
suitable  signs  be  erected  to  designate  same. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


DORSET  STREET   IMPRdVEMENTS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  Dorset  street,  Ward  7,  and  install 
artificial  stone  sidewalks  thereon,  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROTECTION  AT  CLAYTON  L.  HAVEY 
BEACH. 

Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  confer  with  the  Metropolitan  District 
Commission  with  a  view  to  providing  adequate 
protection  for  the  bathers  at  Clayton  L.  Havey 
Beach  in  West  Roxbury. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


OPPOSITION    TO    W.    P.    A.    REDUCTION. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  most  recent  curtailment  of  the 
W.  P.  A.  rolls  has  brought  considerable  hardships 
to  those  unfortunate  persons  dismissed  from  their 
employment;  and 

Whereas,  The  public  welfare  rolls  of  almost 
every  city  and  town  are  already  taxed  to  the 
limit;    be  it  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Massachusetts  Delegation 
in  Washington  be  requested  to  confer  with  the 
President  at  once  for  the  purpose  of  causing  the 
cancellation  of  the  proposed  plans  to  effect  a 
further  reduction  in  the  W.  p.  A.  rolls  in  Massa- 
chusetts, which,  according  to  a  recent  announce- 
ment, is  to  be  effected  shortly. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  am 
taking  the  floor  now.  I  have  listened  all  after- 
noon here.  I  just  want  to  say  these  figures,  how- 
ever they  may  refer  to  the  state,  and  however  the 
W.  P.  A.  reduction  may  be. affected  in  some  of  the 
rural  communities,  certainly  do  not  apply  to 
Metropolitan  Boston.  We  have  no  rise  in  employ- 
ment during  the  summer  months  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  Metropolitan  Boston,  Cambridge,  Chelsea, 
Revere,  have  no  farming  population.  Ours  is  an 
industrial  center,  and  our  opportunities  for  em- 
ployment do  not  go  up  during  the  summer.  I 
think  in  the  event  that  there  is  a  reduction  in 
W.  P.  A.  in  Massachusetts,  certainly  it  should  not 
effect  Greater  Boston. 

The  resolution  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 
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CITY     COUNCIL- 


CONFIRMATION  OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

On  motion  of  the  Chairman,  the  Council  took  up 
Nos.  1  and  2  on  the  calendar,  under  unfinished 
business,   viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  May  20.  1940,  of  Harold  Ober  and  Charles 
A.  Wood,  to  be  Constables  authorized  to  serve 
civil  process  upon  filing  bonds. 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  May  20,  1940,  of  Frank  Sirk,  to  be  a 
Weigher  of  Coal;  and  Edward  F.  Barry,  John  J. 
Grady,  Wesley  H.  Frost,  Windsor  P.  Butler, 
Ernest  A.  Lambert,  Samuel  Weitzman,  Harold  .1. 
Ring,  to  be  Weighers  of  Goods. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Committee 
— Coun.  Linehan  and  Goode;  yeas  17,  nays  3, 
and  the  appointments  were  confirmed. 


STATEMENT  BY  COUNCILOR 
LINEHAN. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  rise  'on  a  point  of 
parliamentary  inquiry.  May  I  discuss  a  motion 
for  reconsideration  of  a  matter  acted  on  earlier 
in  the  day? 

Chairman  WARD — Will  the  gentleman  state 
the  matter? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — In  regard  to  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Roxbury  to  take  from  the 
table  No.  3  on  the  calendar? 

Chairman  WARD — No  discussion  is  in  order  on 
that  motion. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
make  a  statement. 

Chairman  WARD — Any  objection?  The  Chair 
hears  none. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  at  the  last 
meeting  of  this  Council  I  took  the  floor  of  the 
chamber  and  also  in  the  executive  session,  and 
spoke  for  something  which  I  think  is  a  worthwhile 
principle,  that  is,  the  promotion  in  the  ranks  of 
those  who  have  worked  for  some  time  for  the 
City  of  Boston.  I  told  you  people  here  that  it 
seems  to  be  a  principle  in  private  industry,  and  I 
hope  it  also  goes  along  in  the  service  of  the  city, 
that  those  people  who  have  worked  in  the  ranks 
for  some  time  and  have  done  good  work  will 
receive  a  promotion  when  it  is  justly  due.  Now  I 
think  we  have  a  situation  at  the  present  time 
which  calls  for  action  today,  not  a  year  from  today, 
and  I  say  it  calls  for  action  today  or  in  the  near 
future  due  to  the  fact  that  at  least  two  weeks  ago 
everybody  in  the  Council  knew  that  I  was  going  to 
take  the  floor  today  and  move  the  election  of  the 
Assistant  City  Messenger.  As  that  was  moved 
by  the  gentleman  from  Roxbury,  if  his  motion  had 
carried,  I  was  going  to  move  to  promote  the  other 
gentleman  whom  we  spoke  about  in  the  executive 
session.  Now,  for  the  life  of  me  I  cannot  under- 
stand why  we  should  delay,  as  we  are  all  unani- 
mously in  favor  of  the  principle  of  promoting 
those  who  have  done  a  good  job.  I  have  talked 
with  several  of  the  gentlemen  who  do  not  agree 
with  me  in  regard  to  how  we  should  fill  the  position, 
but  not  one  has  said  the  two  gentlemen  I  have 
referred  to  did  not  deserve  promotion.  They  all 
seemed  to  agree,  "Well,  perhaps  they  should  be 
promoted,  but  let  us  wait."  They  do  not  seem 
to  give  me  anything  definite  as  to  why  the  men 
should  not  be  promoted.  Now,  two  weeks  ago  it 
was  brought  up  that  we  are  elected  to  give  our 
people  work  if  possible.  Frankly,  I  am  always 
looking  for  work  for  my  constituents.  Unfor- 
tunately, like  most  of  the  others  in  the  Council,  I 
have  not  secured  very  much,  and  I  do  not  expect 
to  get  an  awful  lot  in  the  next  year  by  the  looks  of 
things,  but  when  I  see  two  fellows  whom,  frankly, 
I  never  knew  before  I  came  into  the  Council — as  a 
matter  of  fact,  one  of  them  happens  to  be  Mr. 
McMahon,  who  does  not  live  in  my  ward,  who  has 
worked  in  the  City  Council  for  ten  years,  and  I 
understand  he  was  elected  to  the  position  as 
Document  Clerk  January  6,  1930, — how  long  do 
they  have  to  work  to  get  an  increase?  I  wouldn't, 
say  anything  about  it  if  it  was  not  possible  to  give 
him  an  increase.  If  he  had  a  position  where  it 
was  not  possible  to  be  promoted,  then  he  is  prob- 
ably lucky  enough  to  have  that  particular  job, 
but  here  he  has  served  ten  years.  Let  me  ask 
any  member  of  the  Council  if  you  got  a  job  next 
year  as  an  employee  of  this  Council  and  served  ten 
years,  and  then  ten  years  after  you  have  been  serv- 
ing an  opening  presents  itself  to  which  you  might 
be  promoted,  don't  you  think  it  would  be  fair  for 


you  to  get  that  promotion  instead  of  some  new 
man  whom  you  have  probably  never  met  and 
regardless  of  whether  you  have  met  him, — say  he 
is  your  best  friend  you  want  to  give  that  job  to, 
even  if  he  is  your  best  friend,  that  man  does  not 
deserve  the  job  over  some  one  who  has  served 
ten  years  in  the  Council  as  an  employee  and  before 
that  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council.  Now,  if 
the  motion  for  reconsideration  prevails  and  if  the 
gentleman    from    Roxbury    will    again    make    his 

motion,  if  he  is  successful,  I  will  move 

Chairman      WARD— The      Chair      will     state 
there    is     no   motion     before     the     meeting. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  am  talking  with 
unanimous  consent  and  telling  something.  I 
do  not  have  to  talk  on  a  motion.  I  haven't 
made  a  motion  yet.  I  am  telling  you  what  I 
might  do,  or  will  do.  Now.  if  we  elect  the  man 
who  is  Document  Clerk  I  will  then  move  to  pro- 
ceed to  elect  a  man  to  fill  his  place.  That  is, 
a  Second  Assistant  City  Messenger,  and  for  that 
position  I  personally  am  going  to  vote  for  Mr. 
•Shillue,  and  I  know  many  men  in  this  chamber 
are  going  to  do  the  same  thing  if  we  ever  get 
down  to  the  point  where  we  can  get  an  election 
on  this.  Personally,  I  think  we  will  be  able 
to  elect  him  if  we  ever  get  the  opportunity,  and 
perhaps,  like  many  others,  if  we  persist  we  may 
succeed.  Let  us  take  the  gentleman  from  the 
Back  Bay,  for  instance.  Whether  you  like  him 
personally  or  not.  at  least  he  was  voting  for 
something  which  he  thought  was  right,  and  he 
-luck  to  it.  and  has  won  out.  Personally,  I 
am  going  to  interject  the  issue  on  this  thing  every 
week  we  come  in  before  this  Body  until  we  at 
least  have  an  election  regardless  of  whether  they 
get  promoted  or  not.  At  least,  I  think  it  is  a 
good  idea  to  try  and  promote  them,  but  if  we 
do  not  do  it,  then  at  least  let  us  put  somebody 
in  the  job  and  not  say  we  will  put  it  off  and  fill 
the  position  with  temporary  employees.  If 
I  hey  promote  this  man,  if  they  want  my  two 
weeks'  work  they  can  have  it.  I  will  sacrifice 
them  and  promote  the  two  men.  Now,  if  we 
promote  these  men  I  personally  will  go  along 
and  vote  with  some  of  the  other  members  of 
ihe  Council,  but  allow  that  position  to  remain 
open  which  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder,  Second 
Assistant  City  Messenger,  until  probably  all 
the  councilors  have  received  their  two  weeks, 
and  then  let  us  vote  to  fill  that  position.  I  hope 
in  justice  in  the  men  who  have  worked  here  we 
will  give  reconsideration  to  this  matter  now, 
because  the  lime  might  come  when  you  are  in  the 
same  position  of  working  in  private  industry. 
like  I  talked  to  one  of  the  men  who  worked  in  the 
illy,  not  mentioning  any  names,  and  I  found 
out  he  had  several  men  go  over  his  head  due  to 
certain  political  drag,  men  who  have  not  worked 
in  the  same  department  as  long  as  he  has,  and 
I  asked  him  to  give  me  a  frank  opinion,  "What 
do  you  think  of  the  fellow  who  went  in  over  your 
head,  what  do  you  think  of  the  fellow  who  put 
I  hat  man  over  your  head  after  you  had  worked 
so  long  as  you  have?"  and.  frankly,  he  said,  "I 
didn't  like  it."  Then  1  said.  "  Do  you  think  these 
two  men  are  going  to  like  it?"  If  they  are  human 
beings,  of  course  they  won't  like  it.  I  hope 
the  members  of  this  Council  can  see  the  justice 
of  this  principle  and  go  along  the  line  and  grant 
reconsideration. 

Chairman    WARD — The    reports    of    the    Exe- 
cutive Committee. 

Coun.    LINEHAN — I    now    move    reconsidera- 
tion. 

Chairman  WARD — The  motion  is  out  of  order. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee,   submitted    the    following: 

1.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear 
at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Gertrude  Dolan,  Jordan  Hall,  June  20; 
M.  Theresa  ConneU,  Y.  W.  C.  A.  Hall,  May  31; 
Eva  Schlosberg,  Recital  Hall,  June  4;  Marie 
Kehoe,  Jordan  Hall,  June  6;  Phyllis  Warden, 
Eliot  Hall,  June  6;  Armando  Arena,  George  Brown 
Hall,  June  7;  Lavinia  A.  Hogan,  Jordan  Hall, 
June  7;  Anna  B.  Gardner,  Recital  Hall,  June  7; 
Katharine  Dickson,  Jordan  Hall,  June  8;  Rita 
Riseman,  Recital  Hall,  June  9;  Mildred  Muscanto, 
Recital  Hall,  June  9;  Caroline  C.  Jenkins,  Peabody 
Playhouse,   May  28;   Doris  W.   Jones   School   of 
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Dance,  Jordan  Hall,  May  27;  Margaret  E.  But- 
man,  Recital  Hall,  June  22;  Doris  Danbridge- 
Harris,  Recital  Hall,  June  20;  Ellen  F.  Carney, 
East  Boston  High  School,  June  20;  Palmyra  da 
Camara,  Recital  Hall,  June  14;  Leopold  DeCor- 
dova,  Recital  Hall,  June  13;  Gertrude  Dolan, 
Jordan  Hall,  June  13;  Mary  Campbell,  Jordan 
Hall,  June  10;  John  Mooradian,  Recital  Hall, 
June  16;  New  England  Conservatory  of  Music, 
George  W.  Brown  Hall,  May  24;  Evans  Dixon 
School,  Repertory  Hall,  May  27;  New  England 
Conservatory  of  Music,  George  W.  Brown  Hall, 
May  26;  New  England  Conservatory  of  Music, 
Jordan  Hall,  May  25;  Ina  Braithwaite,  Recital 
Hall,  May  31;  Leona  MacGraw,  Recital  Hall, 
June  19;  Frieda  Green,  Recital  Hall,  June  18; 
Maud  P.  Lane,  Recital  Hall,  June  22;  Margaret 
Challoff,  Recital  Hall,  June  11, — recommending 
that  leave  be  granted  under  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  transfer  of  appropriation  for 
City  Council  from  Contractual  Services  to  Equip- 
ment, $102 — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  21, 
nays  0. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  transfer  from  appropriation 
of  Registry  Department,  Relief  Projects,  to  Assess- 
ing Department,  Relief  Projects,  $400 — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  21, 
nays  0. 

4.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  transfer  from  Public  Works 
Department,  Bridge  Service,  to  appropriation  for 
Boston  Traffic  Commission,  $12,000 — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  21, 
nays  0. 

5.  Report  on  order  (referred  May  20)  that 
square  formed  by  intersection  of  Bournedale  road, 
Bourne  street,  Northbourne  road,  be  named  James 
McHugh  square — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

*  Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 

6.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  Bar 
Association  be  requested  to  investigate  certain 
attorneys  involved  in  granting  of  a  permit  for 
slaughter  house  on  Lewis  street,  East  Boston — 
that  same  ought  not  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  declared 
rejected. 


MOTION   TO   TAKE   UP   NO.   3. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  now  move  we  reconsider 
the  vote  taken  in  regard  to  the  motion  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Roxbury  in  regard  to  taking 
from  the  table  item  No.  3  on  today's  calendar. 

Chairman  WARD — The  vote  is  not  susceptible 
to  reconsideration.  The  motion  can  be  to  take 
from  the  table. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  I  now  move 
to  take  from  the  table  item  No.  3  of  today's 
calendar. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  take  No.  3 
from  the  calendar. 

Chairman  WARD — No  debate  is  in  order  until 
the  motion  is  decided. 

By  a  voice  vote  the  motion  was  not  carried. 
Coun.  LINEHAN  doubted  the  vote  and  asked 
for  a  roll  call.  The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion 
was  lost,  yeas  8,  nays  13: 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Coffey,  Englert, 
Linehan,  Shattuck,  Taylor,  Ward — 8. 

Nays — Coun.  Fish,  Galvin,  Goode,  Gottlieb, 
Hurley,  Hutchinson,  Kelly,  Langan,  Lyons,  Russo, 
Scannell,  D.  F.  Sullivan,  M.  H.  Sullivan— 13. 


STATEMENT    BY    COUNCILOR    CAREY. 

Coun.  CAREY — I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
make  a  statement. 

Chairman  WARD— Any  objection?  The  Chair 
hears  none. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  I  am  speaking 
now  because  I  feel  the  moment  is  opportune.  I  am 
not  going  to  be  very  long,  because  it  is  twenty 
minutes  past  six,  and  we  have  been  here,  some  of 
us,  since  two  o'clock  this  afternoon;  but  I  think 
if  ever  a  thing  was  meritorious  it  is  to  fill  the  posi- 
tion, and  to  fill  the  position  of  Assistant  City 
Messenger  with  a  man  who  is  acquainted  with  the 
duties  of  the  office,  and  refraining  from  doing  that, 
I  think  the  City  Council  is  making  itself  look 


ridiculous.  We  agree  the  position  should  be  filled 
by  some  one  qualified  to  fill  it.  It  is  certainly  em- 
barrassing to  the  members  of  this  Body,  to  the 
Assistant  Document  Clerk  and  to  Mr.  Shillue 
who  has  been  here  over  a  period  of  years.  I  am 
out  daily  trying  to  find  work,  whether  it  be  for  one 
day,  two  days,  two  weeks  or  two  months.  I  have 
people  in  my  district  whom  I  might  bring  in  here, 
but  I  think  that  on  an  occasion  like  this  we  should 
be  fair  and  we  should  put  our  own  personalities  in 
the  background  and  give  a  job  where  a  job  is  due, 
and  give  that  job  to  the  one  who  is  rightfully  en- 
titled to  it.  As  I  said  before,  we  have  put  our- 
selves on  the  spot  in  refusing  to  fill  this  job.  We 
are  in  effect  saying  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  the 
job  when  we  can  bring  in  strangers  who  have  never 
spent  any  time  within  the  Council  Chamber  what- 
ever and  put  them  on  a  job  paying  $60  or  $62  a 
week,  and  a  job  that  requires  certain  experience. 
If  we  do  not  fill  that  job  by  raising  up  the  two  men 
connected  with  the  Council,  we  are  saying,  "We 
will  pay  you  $62  a  week  for  nothing,"  because  I 
don't  care  who  comes  in  there,  there  is  not  a  man, 
be  it  my  own  brother,  who  would  come  in  there  and 
perform  the  duties  of  that  job  and  do  it  right,  and 
we  know  it.  I  think  if  we  want  to  show  the 
people  of  our  districts  that  we  are  honest  and 
sincere  and  looking  out  for  their  protection,  if  we 
want  to  do  the  right  thing  down  here,  we  posi- 
tively should  elevate  to  the  job  of  Assistant  City 
Messenger  Mr.  McMahon,  and  then,  in  turn, 
elevate  Mr.  Shillue,  and  do  right  by  these  two 
fellows  who  are  well  acquainted  with  the  duties  to 
which  they  would  be  elevated  because  of  their 
experience  and  the  time  they  have  spent  around 
the  Council  Chamber. 


STATEMENT   BY   COUNCILOR   GOTTLIEB. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB — -I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
make  a  statement. 

Chairman  WARD — Is  there  any  objection? 
The  Chair  hears  none. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB — I  realize  that  the  councilors 
from  Ward  10  and  from  South  Boston,  in  dis- 
cussing No.  3  on  the  calendar,  under  the  rules  of 
personal  privilege,  have  every  right  to  do  so,  but  I 
still  feel,  nevertheless,  that  when  No.  3  on  the 
calendar  is  discussed  it  merely  provides  for  the 
tabling  or  the  non-tabling  of  that  particular  piece 
of  business,  and  then  they  go  on  further  and  discuss 
personalities  .which  have  nothing  to  do  with  this 
particular  piece  of  business,  but  they  are  acting 
improperly  and  they  are  embarrassing  without  any 
reason  therefor  those  members  of  the  Council  who 
saw  fit  to  vote  in  opposition  to  that  which  they  ask. 
Now,  other  factors  are  involved  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned.  No  one  here  has  raised  the  question 
of  whether  or  not  there  should  be  a  reduction  of 
salaries.  No  one  here  even  has  seen  fit  to  consider 
these  positions  were  created  with  high  salaries 
during  peak  times,  and  now  when  the  City  of 
Boston  is  in  very  poor  financial  condition  certain 
members  of  this  Body  want  to  create  permanently 
positions  for  higher  salaries.  Now,  I  have  no 
objections  to  promotions.  If  and  when  the  time 
comes  that  the  names  are  proposed  of  certain 
attaches  of  this  Council  for  promotion  to  higher 
positions,  I  will  be  the  first,  if  they  merit  it,  to  vote 
for  promotion.  I  believe  in  seniority.  I  believe 
men  who  have  been  years  in  this  Body  should  be 
promoted,  but  as  I  said  before,  there  are  other 
factors  to  consider.  Everyone  here  knows  the 
Boston  City  Council  is  operating  without  a  suffi- 
cient stenographic  service.  No  one  here  has 
raised  that  question,  but  yet  on  a  job  which  pays 
in  excess  of  $3,000  there  is  considerable  agitation 
to  fill  it  and  fill  it  now.  I  say,  before  this  is  taken 
from  the  table  this  Council  ought  to  meet  in  caucus 
and  without  the  presence  of  the  attaches  of  the 
Council,  and  go  into  ways  and  means  of  making 
this  Council  function  more  efficiently  with  the 
money  at  our  disposal. 

Coun.  GALVIN — I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
make  a  statement. 

Chairman  WARD — The  Chair  objects. 


MOTION  TO   GO  INTO   EXECUTIVE 
SESSION. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That   the   City  Council  go  back  into 
executive  session,  relative  to  the  passage  of  the 
order  presented  to  the  City  Council  by  his  Honor 
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the  Mayor  for  the  acceptance  of  a  gift  of  a  parcel 
of  land  in  Ward  3,  for  use  as  a  playground. 

Coun.  RUSSO — The  reason  I  present  this  order 
is  that,  while  in  executive  session  a  vote  was  taken 
whether  to  table  the  order  or  not;  when  the  vote 
was  taken  the  order  to  table  was  defeated  and 
after  some  discussion  a  reconsideration  was 
placed  before  us  and  before  I  knew  it  the  meeting 
was  adjourned.  I  feel  at  this  time  we  should 
go  back  into  executive  session,  although  I  am  in 
agreement  that  we  hold  the  executive  session 
right  here  in  the  Council  Chamber,  in  order  to 
accept  this  proposal  of  land  that  is  going  to  be 
donated  or  given  to  the  City  of  Boston  by  Congress- 
man Tinkham,  or  the  heirs  he  represents,  to  the 
children  of  Ward  3,  namely,  the  North  End, 
for  the  purpose  of  having  a  playground.  I  say 
that  now  is  the  time  to  accept  this  land  so  it  may 
give  enough  time  to  have  a  W.  P.  A.  project 
there  in  order  to  see  that  that  particular  land  is 
put  into  a  playground  immediately  for  the  children 
of  that  district.     I  hope  that  order  will  pass. 

Coun.  CHASE — The  Mayor's  communication 
to  the  Council  relative  to  the  Council  accepting 
this  parcel  of  land  was  of  such  a  nature  that  it 
convinced  me  beyond  any  doubt  that  the  Mayor 
unquestionably  is  going  to  make  a  playground 
down  there  for  Joe  Russo.  Now  I  know  this: 
If  some  citizen,  a  well-meaning  citizen  in  my 
district,  was  willing  to  give  the  children  a  parcel 
of  land  and  the  Mayor  was  willing  to  create  a 
playground  out  of  it  for  my  district,  I  would 
expect  the  members  of  the  Council  to  support 
me  on  it,  and  I  know  Joe  believes  every  member 
will  support  him  on  it.  It  is  quite  an  issue  to  Joe. 
He  has  a  number  of  children  in  that  district 
that  are  in  dire  need  of  playground  facilities,  and 
why  delay  on  it?  The  sooner  you  accept  i  t  the 
sooner  the  Mayor  and  the  Law  Department  can 
get  the  necessary  machinery  into  operation  for 
the  W.  P.  A.  to  go  in  there  and  rip  it  down  and 
create  a  playground.  I  think  wo  ought  l<>  accept 
it  right  away.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  wouldn't 
submit  this  unless  he  had  the  intention  of  making 
a  playground  there  as  soon  as  possible.  I  bope 
the  councilors  will  support  Joe  on  this  matter, 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON— The  order  didn't  tell 
us  there  were  taxes  for  three  years  or  more  due 
on  this  property  and  that  there  was  a  tax  title 
already  on  the  property  where  the  city  could 
foreclose.  Now,  if  we  take  the  property  now 
we  are  getting  it  under  a  provision  that  it  has  to 
be  used  for  a  playground.  We  have  not  been 
told  by  the  Park  Department  or  any  engineers 
that  it  can  be  used  for  a  playground.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  I  think  9,000  square  feet  would  be  a 
pretty  small  playground,  and  if  we  are  going  to 
vote  for  it  now  without  having  these  department 
heads  before  us  to  find  out  the  true  condition, 
I  think  we  are  voting  without  knowledge  and  just 
trying  to  rush  it  through. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  move  the  previous 
question,  and  that  we  go  into  executive  session. 

On  a  voice  vote  the  order  was  declared  passed. 
Coun.  RUSSO  doubted  the  vote.  The  roll  was 
called  and  the  order  was  rejected,  yeas  10,  nays  11: 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Englert.  Galvin, 
Hurley,  Linehan,  Russo,  Scannell,  Shattuck, 
M.  H.  Sullivan— 10. 

Nays — Coun.  Coffey,  Fish,  Goode,  Gottlieb, 
Hutchinson,  Kelly,  Langan,  Lyons,  D.  F.  Sullivan, 
Taylor,  Ward— 11. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  move  reconsideration  of  the 
vote. 

Reconsideration  was  lost. 


WARD   8  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public. 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  construct  new  sidewalks  on  Greenville  street, 
Ward  8,  from  Winthrop  street  to  Dudley  street, 
under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
AVorks  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  artificial  stone  sidewalks  on  the  following 
streets  in  Ward  8,  as  W.  P.  A.  projects: 

Marshfield  street,  Woodward  avenue,  Clarence 
street,  Langdon  street,  Shirley  street,  Rockford 
street,  Burrell  street,  Albion  street. 


Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  the  following  streets  in  Ward  8,  under 
the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction:  Marshall  street, 
Robey  street. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RETENTION    OF    DR.    TIMOTHY    LEARV. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  we  as  members  of  the  Boston 
City  Council  as  County  Commissioners  recom- 
mend and  advise  the  retention  of  Dr.  Timothy 
Leary  as  Medical  Examiner  ot  the  Southern  Dis- 
trict of  Suffolk  County,  as  we  consider  him  head 
of  his  department. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  is  Doctor 
Leary,  a  man  in  the  full  bloom  of  health  and  with 
the  knowledge  of  a  lifetime  of  training,  study  and 
active  duty  to  be  dismissed  from  his  life  work 
through  a  technicality?  Why  should  a  service 
which  is  recognized  by  everyone  as  superb  be 
I  erminated  and  the  people  of  the  City  of  Boston  be 
denied  the  benefits  of  this  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence? The  service  of  Dr.  Timothy  Leary  to  the 
County  of  Suffolk  is  possibly  without  parallel  in 
the  annals  of  the  records  of  state,  countv  and  city 
governments.  His  ability  is  renowned  and  his 
advice  and  knowledge  has  been  sought  over  the 
years,  and  his  decisions  have  been  accepted  as  the 
final  authority.  His  record  is  without  stain  and 
his  devotion  to  duty  cannot  be  questioned.  Yet 
ability,  loyalty  to  duty,  complete  knowledge  of 
his  position,  and  other  attributes  too  numerous 
to  mention,  are  to  be  thrown  to  the  wind  because 
Doctor  Leary  is  not  recognized  as  the  head  of  a 
department.  Still,  he  has  assumed  and  carried 
the  full  duties  of  his  office  without  criticism  of  any 
kind.  I  would  most  vehemently  say  that  a  man 
ccf  that  caliber  is  certainly  the  head  of  his  depart- 
nient  and  should  be  recognized  and  treated  as 
sue  li.  He  should  not  be  retired  while  physically 
and  mentally  able  to  fully  perform  the  duties  of 
his  office.  I  sincerely  trust  that  the  proposed 
retirement  of  Dr.  Timothy  Leary  will  be  held  up 
until  an  ordinance  or  statute  has  been  instituted 
to  confirm  him  as  head  of  his  department. 

The  resolution  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  TEMPORARY 
MATRONS. 

(n,,n.  TAYLOR  'and  RUSSO  offered  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  appoint  temporary  employees  to  fill  the 
positions  of  regular  matrons  during  their  vacation 

periods. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  TAYLOR  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.    That    his    Honor    the    Mayor    be    re- 
quested   to   appoint    temporary   matrons    to   fake 
the  place  of  and  do  the  work  of  the  matrons  during 
their  vacation  periods. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Coun.  RUSSO — I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
make  a  statement. 

Chairman  WARD  —  Councilor  Hutchinson 
objects. 


ROPING   OFF   STREET,  JUNE  22. 

Coun.     LYONS    and    LANGAN    offered     th 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  authorized 
to  arrange  for  roping  off  Centre  street,  West 
Roxbury,  on  Saturday.  June  22,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  annual  ten-mile  road  race  to  be  held  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Holy  Name  A.  A.,  the  expense 
of  same  to  be  charged  to  the  City  Council  appro- 
priation. Ropes.  Flags  and  Stakes. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


JUNE    3,    1940. 
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OUTSTANDING   TAXES  ON  JOSHUA 
BENNETT   ESTATE   LAND. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  heirs  of  the  Joshua  Bennett 
Estate  be  requested  to  inform  the  City  Council 
whether  or  not  there  are  any  outstanding  unpaid 
taxes  on  the  land  proposed  to  be  presented  to  the 
City  of  Boston,  and  whether  or  not  they  intend 
to  pay  the  taxes  before  the  gift  is  completed. 

Coun.  FISH — -I  sympathize  with  Councilor 
Russo,  and  I  hope  in  the  end  that  Congressman 
Tinkham,  who  is  reputed  to  be  a  real  wealthy  man, 
will  not  try  to  give  something  to  the  city  which 
practically  already  belongs  to  the  city.  If  he  is, 
as  I  said  in  executive  session,  such  a  big-hearted 
philanthropist,  wanting  to  turn  something  over 
to  the  city,  then  I  believe  that  he  should  pay  the 
taxes  on  it  and  then  I  would  be  the  first  one  to 
stand  up  and  acclaim  him. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
make  a  statement. 

Chairman  WARD — For  what  purpose,  on  this? 

Coun.  RUSSO — The  only  reason  I  rise  to  take 
the  floor  is  because  there  is  something  on  my  mind, 
that  in  case  this  individual  who  is  willing  to  give 
this  land  to  the  City  of  Boston  can  call  back  his 
offer,  the  children  of  my  district  and  not  Joseph 
Russo  would  lose  by  it.  I  am  not  here  fighting 
for  my  own  purpose.     I  am  fighting  for  the  purpose 


of  recreation  for  the  children  of  my  district, 
regardless  of  whether  or  not  it  is  going  to  be  a 
gift  as  some  of  the  members  may  claim,  I  still 
maintain  if  the  City  of  Boston  is  taking  no  action 
there  in  order  to  take  that  property  over,  we  should 
accept  that  land  as  a  gift.  If  anything  should 
happen  tomorrow,  that  that  order  should  be 
called  back,  I  shall  hold  the  Council  liable  for 
depriving  those  persons  of  my  district  of  a  play- 
ground where  they  have  none  in  that  district  to 
which  they  can  go. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  move  that  when  we 
adjourn  we  adjourn  for  two  weeks. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  hope  we  won't  lose  sight 
of  the  fact  that  Doctor  Watts  is  coming  in,  and 
that  matter  is  of  sufficient  importance  for  us  to 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— I  think  the  main  reason  we 
are  here  at  this  late  hour  today  is  because  we  just 
adjourned  for  a  period  of  two  weeks.  If  we  adjourn 
for  another  two  weeks,  we  will  be  equally  as  late, 
so  I  am  opposed  to  the  motion  to  adjourn  for  two 
weeks. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Chairman  WARD — The  gentleman  withdraws 
his  motion. 


Adjourned  at  6.40  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
HUTCHINSON,  to  meet  on  Monday,  June  10, 
1940,  at  2  p.  m. 


CITY     OF     BOSTON     PRINTING     DEPARTMENT 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  June  10,  1940. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  p.  m.,  President 
GALVIN  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Hurley. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


USE  OF  AIR  RIFLES,   SLING  SHOTS,  ETC. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  10,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Acting  Corporation  Counsel  in  answer 
to  your  order  of  April  29,  1940,  concerning  a  pro- 
posed ordinance  prohibiting  the  use  of  air  rifles, 
sling  shots,  darts  and  similar  toys. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor.  , 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  June  10,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — This  is  in  answer  to  the  order  of  the 
City  Council    of  April  29,   1940,  which   reads  as 
follows : 

"Ordered,    That  the  Law  Department  be 

requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 

advise  the  City  Council  whether  or  not  it  is 

within  the  power  of  the  City  Council  to  adopt 

an  ordinance  prohibiting  the  sale  and  use  of 

air  rifles,  sling  shots,   darts  and   other  toys 

which  might  be  deemed  a  menace  to  the  safety 

of  the  men,   women  and   children  of  Boston 

and  if  so  to  submit  a  draft  of  such  an  ordinance 

for  the  Council's  consideration." 

Section  21  of  chapter  40  of  the  General  Laws 

(Ter.  Ed.)   gives    cities  and    towns  the  right  to 

make    ordinances    "for   directing   and    managing 

their  prudential  affairs,  preserving  peace  and  good 

order,    and    maintaining    their    internal    police." 

The  authority  to  adopt  an  ordinance  prohibiting 

the  sale  and  use  of  the  articles  referred  to  in  the 

above  order,  if  the  same  exists,  would  come  from 

the    phrase    "maintaining    their   internal   police." 

But  an  ordinance  to  be  valid  must  also  be  "not 

repugnant  to   law";    and  it  has  been   held   that 

where,  by  legislation,  a  subject  matter  has  been 

fully  dealt  with,  a  by-law  of  a  town  or  city  dealing 

further  and  otherwise  with  that  subject  matter  is 

"repugnant  to  law"  within  the  meaning  of  this 

statute. 

Section  130  of  chapter  140  of  the  General  Laws 
provides  in  part  as  follows: 

"Whoever   sells    or    furnishes    to    a    minor 
under  the  age  of  fifteen  or  to  an  unnaturalized 
foreign-born   person  any  firearm,   air  gun   or 
other     dangerous     weapon     or     ammunition 
therefore,     .     .     .     shall.     ...     be     pun- 
ished by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  hundred 
nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars;"    .     .     ." 
The  Supreme  Court  has  recognized  "air  guns" 
as    including    air    rifles.     See    Pvdlo    vs.    Dubiel; 
273  Mass.  172. 

It  appears  from  the  foregoing  that,  at  least  as  to 
the  sale  of  air  rifles  to  minors  under  the  age  of 
fifteen,  the  Legislature  has  established  the  liability 
of  persons  within  the  Commonwealth.  Further, 
this  section  includes  air  guns  (or  air  rifles)  in  the 
class  of  firearms  or  other  dangerous  weapons. 

The  Legislature  having  dealt  with  the  subject 
of  air  rifles  it  is  my  opinion  that  their  action  in- 
dicates that  the  city  has  no  implied  police  power 
to  prohibit  absolutely  their  use. 

The  matter  of  "sling  shots  darts,  and  other 
toys  which  might  be  deemed  to  be  a  menace  to 
the  safety  of  the  people"  presents  more  difficulty. 
There  are  a  great  many  toys  and  articles  in  com- 
mon use  by  minors  such  as  pocket  knives  or  bows 
and  arrows  which  if  improperly  or  carelessly  used 
may  result  in  more  or  less  serious  injuries.  Unless 
such  articles  are  so  inherently  dangerous  in  them- 


selves as  to  require  the  prohibition  of  any  use  of 
them  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  no  power  in 
the  City  Council  to  prohibit  their  use  on  the  theory 
that  they  may  cause  accidents  if  improperly  used. 

Furthermore,  the  passage  of  such  an  ordinance 
would,  in  my  opinion,  involve  the  exercise  of  legis- 
lative powers  in  excess  of  the  powers  conferred 
upon  cities  and  towns  by  section  21  above  quoted. 
The  proposed  ordinance  goes  beyond  mere  regu- 
lation of  the  internal  affairs  of  the  city  and  the 
rights  and  duties  of  its  members  and  enters  into 
the  field  of  law  making. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing,  it  is  my  opinion  that 
it  is  not  within  the  power  of  the  City  Council  to 
adopt  such  an  ordinance. 

Yours  very  truly, 

W.  J.  Doyle, 
Acting  Corporation  Counsel. 

Placed  on  file. 


RANDIDGE   FUND   EXCURSIONS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  10,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  present  herewith  an  order  for 
the  appropriation  of  five  thousand  dollars  ($5,000) 
from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  be  used  for  Randidge 
Fund  Excursions  during  the  summer  months. 

This  appropriation  is  the  usual  amount  allowed 
each  year  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  children 
from  various  sections  of  the  city  for  excursions  and 
I  respectfully  recommend  adoption  of  the  accom- 
panying order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Mat/bice  J.  TpBiN,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park   Department,   June  4,   1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — You  are  respectfully  informed  that 
an  appropriation  of  $5,000  will  be  required  for 
transportation  and  incidental  expenses  in  connec- 
tion with  excursions  to  be  arranged  under  the 
Randidge  Trust  Fund  for  children  in  various  sec- 
tions of  the  city,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  Reserve 
Fund,  when  made. 

This  is  the  usual  request  of  $5,000  which  is 
made  each .  year  for  the  Randidge  Trust  Fund 
Excursions,  which  begin  on  Monday,  July  1,  and 
end  on  Friday,  August  30. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  order  which  has 
been  presented  each  year  to  the  City  Council: 

"Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $5,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by 
the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  for  recreation 
purposes,  by  the  transportation  of  children  from 
various  parts- of  the  city  to -certain  recreational 
centers  within  and  without  the  limits  of  the  city, 
and  for  other  incidental  expenses  in  connection 
therewith,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve 
Fund  when  made." 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $5,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is.  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by 
the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  for  recreation 
purposes,  by  the  transportation  of  children  from 
various  parts  of  the  city  to  certain  recreational 
centers  within  and  without  the  limits  of  the  city, 
and  for  other  incidental  expenses  in  connection 
therewith,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Con- 
tingent Fund. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   RECEIVED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  th"  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Paul  Cleary,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  an  alleged  defect  in  Wainwrielit,  .Street  Play- 
ground. 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Cummmgs,  for  refund  on  dog  license. 

George  H.  Curtin,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Bronx  road, 
near  Centre  street. 

Thomas  A.  Dewire,  Jr.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 
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First  National  Stores,  Inc.,  for  refund  on  awning 
and  sign  permits. 

Sarah  M.  Judge,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Huntington  avenue. 

Arthur  Kitehin,  to  be  reimbursed  for  accident, 
occurring  in  performance  of  duty. 

Gladys  I.  Learnard,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  15  Boutwell 
street. 

Rebecca  Linsky,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  38  Westland  avenue. 

James  A.  Locke,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Second  street. 

James  H.  McDonald,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execu- 
tion issued  against  him. 

Marion  O'Hara,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  116 
Huntington  avenue. 

Michele  Trunfio,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execution 
issued  against  him. 

Anthony  Zouras,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  car. 

Charles  Ferris,  to  be  paid  for  snow  removal 
work. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of 
age  to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz. : 

Mary  E.  Ring,  Brighthelmstone  Club,  June  14. 

Lillian  A.  Chiampa,  East  Boston  High  School, 
June  18. 

Estelle  A.  Forster,  Recital  Hall.  June  25. 

Dorothy  M.  Wagner,  Orient  Palace  Theatre, 
June  18. 

Georgine  G.  Brown,  Recital  Hall,  June  24. 

Adrienne  K.  Leeman,  Peabody  Playhouse, 
June  13. 

John  Demirjian,  Recital  Hall.  June  23. 

Petition  of  Nancy  A.  Caples,  to  be  paid  an 
annuity  on  account  of  the  death  of  her  husband, 
Francis  J.  Caples,  late  member  of  the  Police 
Department. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 

Petitions  for  driveway  openings: 

Czechoslovak  Club,  at  Columbia  road  and  Old 
Harbor  street,  Ward  7. 

Ermina  Sorrentino,  83-87  Porter  street.  East 
Boston. 


NOTICE  OF  INTEREST  IN  CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  William  Stanley 
Parker,  chairman  of  the  City  Planning  Board, 
that  he  has  been  engaged  by  School  Buildings 
Department  in  association  with  Sturgis  Asso- 
ciates, Inc.,  as  architect  for  a  school  building  of 
the  City  of  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL  OF  CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

The  constables'  bonds  of  Charles  B.  Broad. 
Louis  Budd,  John  A.  Pulsinelli,  having  been  duly 
approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  were  received 
and  approved. 


DEATH    OF    CLIFTON    B.    CARBERRY. 

Coun.  WARD  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  in  meeting  assembled,  expresses  its  deep 
regret  because  of  the  sudden  passing  of  Clifton  B. 
Carberry  —  Boston's  own  John  Bantry  —  late 
Managing  Editor  of  the  Boston  Post;  a  man 
whose  untimely  death  leaves  a  void  too  large  to 
fill;  a  man  whose  talented  and  inspired  writings 
disclosed  a  wide  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of 
men,  affairs  and  events;  a  man  whose  keen  per- 
ceptions, vitality  of  mind,  lucidity  of  expression, 
and  courageous  opinions  were  the  source  of  elevat- 
ing influence  and  great  contribution  to  the  progress 
of  our  city,  state  and  nation;  a  man  whose  wise 
counsel  made  successful  the  pathway  of  scores  of 
ambitious  men  in  all  walks  of  life;  a  man  whose 
lifetime  of  service  will  ever  be  a  living  monument 
to  lovers  of  truth,  justice  and  right;  a  man  admired 
for  his  high  intellectual  capacity  and  loved  for  his 
simplicity  of  tastes;  a  man  of  kindly  heart,  courte- 
ous manner,  and  true  understanding  of  human 
nature;  a  man  whose  influence,  deeds  and  example 
during  his  lifetime  will  forever  stamp  his  name  on 
the  pages  of  time  as  a  great  and  good  American. 
Passed  by  a  unanimous  vote. 


PROTECTION  IN  EVENT  OF  EMERGENCY. 

Coun.  WARD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council 

appoint   a   special   committee   to   cooperate   with 

the  Port  Authorities  for  the  further  protection  of 

the  people  of  Boston  in  the  event  of  an  emergency. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


APPOINTMENTS  FOR  SUMMER  WORK  ON 
PLAYGROUNDS. 

Coun.  WARD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  give 
preference  to  graduates  of  Emmanuel  College  and 
other  recognized  schools  for  appointment  for  sum- 
mer work  on  the  playgrounds. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


DROP    LIGHT    OPPOSITE    CAPITOL 
THEATRE. 

Coun.  WARD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  a   drop  light   on   Commonwealth   avenue, 
Ward  21,  opposite  the  Capitol  Theatre. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC   SIGNALS,   CLEVELAND  CIRCLE. 

Coun.  WARD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
automatic     traffic     signals    at    Cleveland    Circle, 
Ward   21. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


STATEMENT   BY   COUNCILOR   FISH. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President.  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement.  (No  objection.) 
Briefly.  Mr.  President,  for  the  benefit  of  the  mis- 
informed press  and  the  members  of  the  City 
Council,  I  would  like  to  say  that  the  article  which 
appeared  in  several  of  the  papers  during  the  past- 
week  in  reference  to  a  member  of  my  family  as  a. 
possible  candidate,  in  whom  I  was  interested 
greatly,  for  the  position  left  vacant  by  the  death 
of  Bill  Walsh, —  I  want  to  say  now  that  the  press 
was  misinformed  and  that  I  have  had  no  interest 
in  that  position  whatsoever  for  any  particular 
person,  nor  have  I  even  expressed  a  desire  at  any 
time  to  have  a  man  in  temporarily  for  two  weeks. 
I  hope  that  will  clear  up  the  situation,  which,  if 
1  may  express  my  opinion,  was  probably  brought 
on  by  somebody  trying  to  force  a  little  embar- 
rassment on  me.  It  may  come  out  in  the  wash 
later  on. 


SETTLEMENT   WITH  ARTHUR  F.   CLARK. 

Coun.  TAYLOR  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  refuse 
to  accept  the  proposed  settlement  with  Arthur  F. 
Clark.    ' 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  I  was  rather 
surprised  to  read  in  the  Boston  newspapers  that 
one  Arthur  F.  Clark  hopes  to  compromise  with 
the  City  of  Boston  in  the  payment  of  $108,000 
due  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library. 
by  a  settlement  of  §18,000.  I  don't  know  what 
magic  there  is  in  the  name  of  Clark,  but  I  know 
that  in  many  other  instances,  where  the  name 
was  different  than  Clark,  the  culprit  who  defrauded 
any  estate  of  any  money,  particularly  if  a  lawyer, 
would  not  only  be  disbarred  but  sent  to  jail.  I 
don't  think  that  this  case  ought  to  be  an  exception, 
particularly  so  when  the  City-  of  Boston  perhaps 
will  lose  S90.000. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  ask.  through  you,  does  the  gentleman  know 
or  will  he  tell  us  what  the  nature  of  the  claim  is? 
I  never  happened  to  hear  of  it.  I  don't  know 
what  it  is  all  about. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — I  am  informed,  councilor, 
that  Mr.  Clark  was  an  attorney  who  handled  the 
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property  of  an  estate  which  left  considerable 
money  to  the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— That  must  be  the  Benton 
estate? 

Coun.  TAYLOR — I  think  so,  and  the  money 
has  not  come  into  the  hands  of  the  city,  but  has 
come  into  his  hands  for  his  own  personal  use. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ASSAULT   ON   BOY. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
immediately  suspend  from  active  police  duty 
Officer  Joseph  Tully  of  Police  Division  1,  until 
such  time  as  charges  against  him  have  been  heard 
before  the  proper  authority,  in  connection  with 
his  unwarranted  and  brutal  assault  upon  a  sixteen- 
year-old  boy. 

Ordered,  That  the  Captain  of  Police  Division  1 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and 
the  Police  Commissioner,  to  immediately  make 
available  the  names  of  the  witnesses  to  the  assault 
of  Officer  Tully  of  Police  Division  1,  upon  sixteen- 
year-old  Vincent  DiBlasi. 

Coun.  BUSSO— Mr.  President,  on  May  31  of 
this  year,  on  or  about  five  o'clock  p.  m.,  a  boy 
by  the  name  of  Vincent  DiBlasi,  a  sixteen-year-old 
boy,  was  in  the  vicinity  of  the  market  district 
in  the  North  End,  selling  a  few  lemons  which 
he  had  in  a  basket.  This  officer  came  and  ordered 
the  boy  to  go.  The  boy  took  up  his  basket,  put 
it  on  his  shoulder,  and  was  going  towards  home. 
All  of  a  sudden  this  officer  gets  hold  of  one  of  his 
arms  and  twists  it  behind  his  back,  hurting  the 
boy  very  badly.  The  boy  shouted,  "You  are 
hurting  me.  Why  don't  you  leave  me  alone?" 
and  on  doing  so,  the  police  officer  continued  all 
the  harder,  and  the  basket  with  the  lemons  fell 
on  the  ground.  As  he  was  going  to  pick  up  his 
basket  and  the  lemons,  the  officer  put  both  his 
"hands  around  his  neck,  choking  the  boy,  and  in 
so  doing  made  the  boy  fall  on  top  of  the  basket, 
and  while  the  officer  was  on  top  of  this  boy  he 
immediately  took  out  his  stick  and  gave  him 
two  strikes  on  his  head,  which  now  has  turned 
out  to  be  a  concussion  of  the  brain.  In  the  mean- 
time, the  boy  was  unconscious.  He  was  taken 
to  the  police  station.  Upon  arrival  at  the  police 
station  this  officer,  not  being  satisfied  with  what 
he  had  done  to  this  boy,  immediately  gave  him 
another  punch,  and  another  officer  in  the  police 
station  said  to  him,  "Joe,  you  are  losing  your 
head."  The  boy  was  examined  by  some  doctor 
in  the  police  station,  and  was  ordered  to  go  home. 
The  boy  went  home  and  upon  his  arrival  at  home 
he  was  immediately  taken  to  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  where,  after  an  examination,  it 
was  found  there  was  a  concussion  of  the  brain. 
I  say,  Mr.  President,  if  that  is  the  type  of  police 
protection  the  City  of  Boston  has,  something  is 
wrong.  I  say  that  that  police  officer  is  not  en- 
titled to  be  in  that  position,  a  man  supposed  to 
look  after  the  safety  of  our  property  and  the 
safety  of  our  lives,  who  takes  such  unwarranted 
action  against  this  boy  who  was  merely  selling  a 
few  lemons  to  help  himself  where  he  is  one  of 
seven  children  in  a  family  and  the  father  is  on 
W.  P.  A.  I  say,  Mr.  President,  that  this  officer 
should  be  immediately  suspended  from  duty, 
and  I  also  say  that  the  captain  of  Police  Station 
No.  1  has  refused  to  give  up  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  persons  who  went  there  voluntarily 
to  give  their  names  and  addresses  as  witnesses 
to  this  assault.  The  police  captain  has  refused 
to  give  these  names  out.  I  say,  Mr.  President, 
that  such  action  is  unwarranted  against  a  young 
boy  in  that  district,  just  merely  because  the  boy 
was  trying  to  help  his  family  out,  although  I  do 
realize  that  he  had  no  right  to  do  what  he  did. 
Nevertheless,  Mr.  President,  I  am  a  father  of 
children  and  so  are  you,  and  we  can  readily  appre- 
ciate the  wrong  done  in  the  assault  that  this 
officer  made  upon  that  sixteen-year-old  boy. 
Mind  you.  the  only  complaint  that  this  officer 
made  was  the  complaint  of  selling  lemons.  There 
was  no  need  for  that  assault.  Here  is  a  boy  with 
concussion  of  the  brain,  and  the  Lord  only  knows 
if  he  will  be  able  to  grow  up  with  a  sound  body 
and  mind.  I  therefore  hope  these  orders  will 
pass. 

The  orders  were  severally  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 


EMPLOYEES   AT   SUFFOLK   DOWNS. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Racing    Commission    be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
force    employees    at    Suffolk    Downs    to    show    a 
Massachusetts    voting    certificate. 


Ordered,  That  the  Racing  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
publish  a  list  of  names  and  addresses  of  those 
employed  at  Suffolk  Downs. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  the  Racing 
Commission  sent  a  letter  to  this  Body  last  week 
stating,  in  answer  to  a  letter  which  the  Council  sent 
them,  that  they  were  investigating  outsiders  work- 
ing at  Suffolk  Downs.  Suffolk  Downs  has  been 
opened  about  a  month,  and  I  wonder  who  the 
Racing  Commission  think  they  are  kidding  when 
they  say  they  are  investigating.  They  have  a 
list  of  those  employed  at  Suffolk  Downs,  and  if 
I  was  not  right  in  the  statement  I  made  on  the 
floor  of  the  Council  three  weeks  ago,  when  I 
said  that  at  least  half  of  those  employed  at  Suffolk 
Downs  were  from  out  of  the  state,  the  Racing 
Commission  would  have  shoved  that  lie  down 
my  throat,  but  I  say  their  silence  proves  that 
I  was  right.  I  want  to  know  why  Governor 
Saltonstall  does  not  demand  that  the  Racing 
Commission  force  the  employees  at  Suffolk  Downs 
to  show  a  voting  certificate?  Why  doesn't  he 
ask  the  Racing  Commission  to  make  the  list 
public  so  the  unemployed  can  see  the  number 
of  men  who  are  holding  down  these  jobs?  Did 
any  of  the  Racing  Commission  or  did  any  of  the 
officials  of  Suffolk  Downs  deny  the  statement 
I  made  three  weeks  ago  on  the  floor  of  this  Coun- 
cil, when  I  said  that  twenty-five  men  from  Rhode 
Island,  including  the  son  of  the  Racing  Commis- 
sioner down  there,  Judge  Dooley,  were  working 
at  Suffolk  Downs?  Did  anybody  at  the  track, 
any  of  the  officials,  when  I  made  that  serious 
statement,  deny  it?  You  bet  they  didn't  answer 
any  of  those  charges  because  they  knew  if  they 
did  I  would  have  produced  proof  of  it.  But 
those  millionaires  who  are  running  Suffolk  Downs 
did  make  a  statement  that  they  were  going  to 
get  Edward  Bacigalupo  and  a  few  of  his  strong- 
arm  henchmen  to  get  Coffey.  They  also  said 
they  were  going  to  knock  me  off  politically,  so 
I  guess  I  have  them  a  little  bit  worried  when 
millionaires  will  go  out  of  their  way  to  make 
statements  that  they  are  going  to  get  me 
both  personally  and  politically.  I  give  credit 
"to  the  members  here  in  the  Council  for  allowing 
that  order  of  mine  to  pass  without  any  opposition. 
Of  course,  the  filing  of  that  order  was  just  to 
see  if  Suffolk  Downs  was  living  up  to  the  law 
that  85  per  cent  of  the  help  must  come  from 
Massachusetts.  Well,  I  can  say  here  now  that 
outside  of  the  members  of  the  Council  here  who 
allowed  that  order  to  pass,  I  did  not  get  one  bit 
of  help  from  any  politician"  in  the  entire  state. 
I  can  go  further  and  enlighten  some  of  the  mem- 
bers on  something  else  regarding  some  of  the 
outside  politicians,  but  we' still  have  six  or  seven 
weeks  before  the  racing  season  is  over,  and  I 
shall  have  something  to  say  about  racing  every 
Monday  on  this  floor.  The  Maf  or  cannot  be 
very  much  interested  in  Boston  men  who  are 
seeking  jobs.  He  has  not  ipoved  a  hand  to  help 
me  in  my  fight  to  drive  outsiders  out  of  these 
jobs  at  Suffolk  Downs.  Well,  I  will  give  you 
an  example  of  some  Boston  men  who  went  down 
South  seeking  employment  at  one  of  the  south- 
ern race  tracks.  These  men  were  called  in  in 
a  group  and  asked  where  they  came  from,  and 
as  soon  as  they  said  any  other  place  but  the  state 
in  which  the, track  was,  they  were  told  to  stand 
to  one  side,  and  they  thought  they  were  going 
to  be  given  some  consideration.  After  being 
there  for  about  an  hour,  they  called  in  the  local 
police  and  called  in  the  state  police.  They  had 
about  ten  trucks  there  and  they  herded  them 
into  these  trucks  and  drove  them  over  the  state 
line,  and  said,  "Stay  out  of  this  state,  and  if 
you  come  back  here  again  you  will  be  arrested 
for  vagrancy  and  get  thirty  days  in  jail."  In 
case  the  members  want  to  check  on  that  story, 
they  can,  through  Officer  Ben  Goodman  of  the 
Riot  Squad.  His  son  was  one  of  them.  So  far 
as  giving  work  to  local  men  here,  we  have  heard 
a  lot  of  talk  about  what  they  were  going  to  do 
at  Suffolk  Downs  for  those  who  reside  and  vote 
in  Suffolk  County.  They  went  on  to  say,  first — 
the  old  catch, — how  they  were  going  to  take  care 
of  old  age  security  and  how  the  old  folks  were 
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going  to  benefit  by  the  money  that  was  derived 
from  racing.  Next,  how  they  were  going  to  hire 
local  help  in  every  case  they  could.  Next,  we 
were  told  about  the  work  the  business  men  were 
going  to  get.  Well,  there  is  a  man  named  Kelly 
in  Brighton.  He  used  to  get  the  van  work  at 
Suffolk  Downs.  He  doesn't  get  it  any  more.  I 
say  the  Governor  not  only  stepped  in  and  took 
the  lion's  share  of  jobs,  but  he  saw  that  his  pal, 
Elmer  Gould  of  Framingham,  gets  the  lion's 
share  of  the  van  work.  Of  course,  Kelly  has 
a  vote  in  Suffolk  County.  Kelly  was  out  work- 
ing to  see  that  the  racing  went  over,  thinking 
those  who  were  for  him  were  going  to  get  some 
benefit.  A  Mr.  Pond  is  in  charge  of  the  stables 
there.  For  the  past  four  years  a  man  named 
Culkeen  has  been  getting  work,  a  man  who  be- 
longs here,  but  Culkeen  hasn't  got  much  of  that 
work  lately.  The  lion's  share  of  the  work  is 
given  to  the  Liberty  Feed  Company  of  New 
York.  Here  is  a  statement  printed  in  one  of 
the  local  papers  which  says,  "Out-of-state  track 
employees  must  register  autos  " 

"A  campaign  to  compel  operators  of  out-of-state 
automobiles  who  are  employed  at  the  Suffolk 
Downs  race  track  to  register  their  cars  immedi- 
ately in  this  state  was  begun  last  Saturday  by 
Inspector  Edward  G.  O'Hara  of  the  Registry  of 
Motor  Vehicles.  O'Hara,  who  is  in  charge  of 
the  Revere-Chelsea  district,  said  the  drive  was 
aimed  principally  at  cars  from  Florida  and  such 
states  as  have  no  mutual  agreement  with  this 
state. 

"Persons  from  Florida  who  are  working  at  the 
race  track,  he  said,  are  not  allowed  a  day's  exemp- 
tion from  the  law  requiring  them  to  register  and 
insure  their  cars,  and  to  obtain  ;i  Ma.-saeliusett 
operator's  license.  O'Hara  estimated  there  were 
200  out-of-state  automobiles  in  and  around  the 
race  track." 

Of  course,  I  thought  when  I  got  that  list,  when 
the  list  went  over  one  hundred,  it  was  a  lot  of  out- 
of-state  cars,  but  according  to  the  registrar  there 
are  over  two  hundred  that  park  around  the  track 
every  day  of  the  week.  Now,  something  should 
be  done  about  this.  The  Governor  has  not  taken 
means  to  do  anything.  The  Mayo:  has  riol  in- 
terested himself  in  any  way.  As  I  said  on  tht 
floor  last  week,  the  Mayor  spoke  in  favor  of  horse 
and  dog  racing  over  the  radio  the  year  before  la  it 
He  cannot  deny  that.  Then  he  turned  around 
last  year  and  vetoed  three  dog  tracks  that  were 
passed  by  this  Council.  He  is  not  consistent. 
His  argument  on  the  radio  was  he  wanted  to  take 
care  of  the  old  folks  and  wanted  to  make  sure 
they  got  their  old  age  assistance  that  came  from 
horse  and  dog  racing.  Then,  if  he  was  con- 
sistent, why  didn't  he  O.  K.  the  three  dog  tracks 
so  the  old  folks  could  get  that  additional  revenue 
that  is  supposed  to  come  from  horse  and  dog 
racing? 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


EAST   BOSTON   RELIEF   STATION. 
Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital   be   requested,    through   his    Honor   the 
Mayor,  to  open  the  East  Boston  Relief  Station 
twenty-four  hours  a  day. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Last  Tuesday  in  East  Boston 
a  three-year-old  boy  was  killed  by  an  automobile. 
Last  Friday,  at  five  minutes  of  ten,  a  small  boy 
was  brought  to  the  East  Boston  Relief  Station  by 
his  father.  The  boy  had  a  hemorrhage  and  was 
bleeding  to  death.  The  hospital  was  not  open  as. 
of  course,  the  hours  are  from  ten  to  six.  The 
hospital  refused  to  open  the  doors,  and  the  father 
ran  out  and  commandeered  an  automobile  and 
took  the  child  to  a  private  doctor.  As  I  have 
said  here  for  the  last  three  months,  the  Mayor 
promised  the  people  of  East  Boston  at  a  banquet 
with  over  800  attending,  that  he  was  going  to 
open  the  East  Boston  Relief  Station,  and  I  cannot 
see  why  he  does  not  open  it,  especially  during 
this  racing  season  where  we  have  had  thousands 
and  thousands  of  automobiles  visiting  East  Boston 
daily.  So  I  ask  the  Mayor  to  keep  the  word  he 
gave  to  the  people  of  East  Boston  and  open  that 
relief  station. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PERMIT  FOR  EAST  BOSTON  SLAUGHTER 
HOUSE. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Finance  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  investi- 
gate the  issuing  of  a  permit  for  a  slaughter  house  at 
11  Lewis  street.  East  Boston. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  last  week  I 
filed  an  order  asking  the  Bar  Association  to  investi- 
gate three  attorneys  who  are  implicated  in  the 
issuing  of  this  permit.  Of  course,  the  order  was 
killed  in  Executive  Committee.  I  am  filing  an 
order  today  asking  that  an  investigation  be  made 
by  the  Finance  Commission  regarding  the  cir- 
cumstances surrounding  the  issuing  of  this  permit. 
Last  week  in  Executive  the  members  there  decided 
to  have  Doctor  Watts  called  before  them  today  for 
questioning  on  some  statement  that  he  had  issued 
to  the  press  regarding,  as  he  said,  some  of  the 
members  of  his  department  who  went  out  and  had 
lunch  or  some  such  thing  with  somebody  who  was 
doing  business  with  the  public  Health  Department. 
Doctor  Watts  sent  a  letter  here  today  stating  that 
he  is  not  coming  here;  that  he  has  given  an  answer 
to  the  Mayor  as  to  why  he  issued  that  statement 
about  some  of  the  members  of  his  department 
going  to  lunch,  and  also  regarding  the  issuing  of 
this  permit  for  the  slaughter  house.  Now,  of 
course,  circumstances  have  not  changed  any  today. 
Doctor  Watts  signed  this  permit  for  the  slaughter 
house.  Previously  he  turned  down  a  permit  that 
Mr.  Greenberg  had  to  reopen  the  same  slaughter 
house.  Mr.  Greenberg  is  the  man  who  had  that 
permit  for  the  past  fifty  years,  and.  incidentally. 
Mr.  (Jreenbcrg  is  now  on  the  welfare  in  Winthrop 
and.  of  course,  he  couldn't  get  up  the  $2,000  in 
graft  that  these  lawyers  demanded  must  be  paid 
before  this  permit  would  be  granted.  Now,  I  have 
nsked  for  this  investigation  and  I  ask  it  go  further 
than  that.  I  ask  why  the  Mayor's  office  gave  per- 
mission to  grant  that  permit  without  first  getting 
the  approval  of  the  Boston  City  Council.  As  I 
explained  in  Executive  last  week,  according  to  our 
ordinances,  thnt  order  should  have  come  before  the 
Boston  City  Council  and  met  with  the  Council's 
approval  before  being  sent  along  to  the  Mayor's 
for  hi=  approval.  But  nothing  of  that  sort 
was  done.  The  permit  was  issued  at  the  request 
of  Doctor  Mullowney — now  retired.  It  was 
sienej  by  Doctor  Watts,  and  the  reason  I  wanted 
Doctor  Watts  here  was  to  find  out  why  Doctor 
Watts  signed  that  permit  when  only  last  September 
Doctor  Watts  and  Doctor  Mullowney  took  away  a 
permit  from  this  same  man  who  easily  got  this 
permit  at  11  Lewis  street,  under  the  name  of  A.  B. 
Reed  &  Co.  on  Commercial  street.  I  claim  if  he 
was  an  improper  person  then,  he  is  now.  If  they 
were  going  to  give  a  permit  at  all  they  should  have 
given  it  to  Greenberg.  a  man  who  had  been  doing 
business  in  East  Boston  for  fifty  years.  They 
both  had  applications  and  were  asked  to  pay  $2,000 
in  graft.  Neither  one  could  afford  it,  so  they  are 
left,  and  so  we  have  a  man  from  Canton,  who  has  a 
place  in  New  Hampshire  and  one  in  Vermont, 
coming  into  East  Boston  to  open  that  slaughter 
house,  and  I  was  informed  that  I  was  supposed  to 
have  been  taken  care  of,  that  somebody  collected 
Coffey's  fee  and  if  I  went  to  the  Mayor's  office  I 
probably  would  be  taken  care  of  and  would  be  shut 
up.  Well,  I  don't  intend  to  be  shut  up  until  I 
find  out  how  much  in  graft  was  paid  to  get  this 
license.  I  will  introduce  this  order  every  week  for 
the  next  two  years. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


ROPING  OFF  STREETS  JUNE  17. 

President  GALVIN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  City  Messenger  be  instructed 
to  do  the  necessary  roping  off  of  the  streets  of 
Charlestown  in  connection  with  the  Bunker  Hill 
Day  parade  on  June  17,  the  expense  of  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  City  Council  appropriation. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CLOSING  OF  CITY   DEPARTMENTS 
JULY   5   AND   6. 

Coun.  D.  F.  and  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  advisability  of  closing  all 
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city  departments  on  July  5  and  6,  so  that  city 
employees  might  receive  the  same  consideration  as 
department  store  employees. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LEASE  OF  COTTAGE  PLACE  SCHOOL  TO 
LEGION  POST. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  hereby 
authorized  to  lease,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
city,  to  the  Boston  Police  Post  No.  251,  American 
Legion,  the  Cottage  Place  School,  Roxbury,  for 
such  term  and  upon  such  conditions  as  the  School 
Committee  may  deem  advisable. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.50  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  FISH,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and  were 
called  to  order  by  President  GALVIN  at  3.43  p.  m. 


SIDEWALK   CONSTRUCTION. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 

set  edgestone  on  Lake  street,  in  front  of  No.  201. 

Ward  22,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of 

the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BILL   TO   PROHIBIT   SALE   OF   AIR 
RIFLES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  draft  a 
bill  for  presentation  to  the  next  session  of  the 
Legislature  which  will  prohibit  the  sale  of  air 
rifles. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

President  GALVIN  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  Nos.  1  and  2  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  June  3,  1940,  of  Edward  Swig,  Leo  J. 
Glennon  and  Michael  Feldman,  to  be  Constables 
authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing  bonds. 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  June  3,  1940,  of  George  Johnson,  to  be  a 
Weigher  of  Goods;  and  Abraham  Berman,  Cath- 
erine A.  McFarland  and  John  J.  Morley,  to  be 
Weighers  of  Coal. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  TAYLOR,  action  on  the 
name  of  Leo  J.  Glennon,  in  No.   1,  was  delayed. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Goode  and  Chase.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  17;  yes  16,  no  1,  and  the  appointments, 
except  that  of  Leo  J.  Glennon,  were  confirmed. 


OLDFIELDS   STREET,   WARD    14. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  construct  Oldfields  street,  Ward  14, 
and  install  sidewalks  thereon,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
plan  of  construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Mary  E.  Ring,  Brighthelmstone  Club,  June  14; 
Lillian  A.  Chiampa,  East  Boston  High  School, 
June  18;  Estelle  A.  Forster,  Recital  Hall,  June  25; 


Dorothy  M.  Wagner,  Orient  Palace  Theatre,  June 
18;  Georgine  G.  Brown,  Recital  Hall,  June  24; 
Adrienne  K.  Leeman,  Peabody  Playhouse,  June 
13;  John  Demirjian,  Recital  Hall,  June  23, — 
recommending  that  leave  be  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  appropriating  $5,000  for  Randidge 
Fund  Excursions  —  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  June  3)  on  acceptance  of  gift  of  land  at 
Charter  street  to  city  for  playground  purposes  — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  TAYLOR,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  for  driveway  openings,  viz.: 

Petition  of  American  Ice  Company,  Basswood 
street  (referred  May  20). 

Petition  of  Czechoslovak  Club,  Columbia  road 
and  Old  Harbor  street  (referred  today) —  recom- 
mending that  leave  be  granted  under  usual  con- 
ditions. 

Report  accepted;  said  permits  granted  under 
usual  conditions. 


INFORMATION    RE     PERMIT    FOR    EAST 
BOSTON   SLAUGHTER ( HOUSE. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested, under  section  7  of  the  City  Charter,  to 
appear  before  the  City  Council  Executive  Session 
for  the  purpose  of  informing  the  City  Council 
the  reason  or  reasons  why  a  slaughter  house  permit 
was  granted  on  certain  premises  on  Lewis  street, 
East  Boston,  and  in  the  event  of  his  inability  to 
be  present  that  he  delegate  the  Health  Commis- 
sioner to  answer  such  questions  relating  to  said 
permit;  and  that  the  Mayor  or  Health  Com- 
missioner also  inform  the  City  Council  as  to  the 
reason  or  reasons  for  the  issuance  of  a  letter  to 
the  employees  of  the  Health  Department  relating 
to  the  acceptance  of  gratuities  by  said  employees. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LETTER   FROM    CHARLES   F.   RITTEN- 
HOUSE. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  I  ask  permission 
to  incorporate  into  the  record  this  letter  from 
Mr.  Charles  F.  Rittenhouse  of  Charles  F.  Ritten- 
house  &  Company,  Accountants,  1  Federal  street, 
Boston,  dated  May  29,  1940,  relative  to  an  address 
made  by  him  before  the  Eastern  Massachusetts 
Home  Economics  Association  wherein  he,  accord- 
ing to  press  report,  accused  the  City  Council  of 
not  cooperating  with  Mayor  Tobin,  which  state- 
ment he  now  denies.  I  quote,  in  part,  from  Mr. 
Rittenhouse's  letter  as  follows: 

"I  talked  from  notes  and  hence  am  sorry  that 
I  cannot  give  you  an  exact  transcript  of  my  talk, 
but  I  have  a  definite  recollection  of  the  statements 
which  I  made  and  feel  that  I  am  able  to  paraphrase 
my  remarks  quite  accurately." 

Altogether  too  often  the"  "buck"  has  been 
passed  to  the  City  Council  by  taxpayers'  organi- 
zations and  others,  but  in  this  case  here  the  "buck," 
for  the  publication  of  this  reported  misstatement, 
is  being  passed  by  Mr.  Rittenhouse  to  the  press 
and  I  desire  to  say  that  I  personally  object  to 
this  passing  of  the  "buck"  to  the  press.  I  trust 
that  in  the  future  spcechmakeis  will  endeavor  to 
be  more  careful  in  their  unwarranted  condemnation 
of  the  City  Council. 

President  GALVIN — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  letter  will  be  incorporated  in  the  record. 

The  letter  submitted  is  as  follows: 

Charles  F.  Rittenhouse  &  Company, 

Certified  Public  Accountant  , 

One  Federal  Street, 

Boston, 

Maj    :  '    L940. 
Councilor  William  A.  Carey.  Boston  Citj  Council, 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Carey, — At  your  request,  and  following 
he  conference  which  I  had  with  you  yesterday,  I 
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am  glad  to  write  you  for  the  purpose  of  giving  you 
my  version  of  the  remarks  which  I  made  with 
reference  to  the  Boston  City  Council  in  my  talk 
at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Eastern  Massachusetts 
Home  Economics  Association,  at  which  meeting  I 
took  the  negative  side  in  a  debate  on  the  sales  tax. 

I  talked  from  notes  and  hence  am  sorry  that  I 
cannot  give  you  an  exact  transcript  of  my  talk, 
but  I  have  a  definite  recollection  of  the  statements 
which  I  made  and  feel  that  I  am  able  to  para- 
phrase my  remarks  quite  accurately. 

After  reviewing  the  arguments  in  opposition  to 
the  sales  tax,  I  stated  that  the  alternative  wa 
drastic  reduction  in  city,  state,  and  Federal  expend- 
itures. After  discussing  the  possibilities  which 
I  felt  existed  for  effecting  substantial  economies 
in  the  various  branches  of  our  government,  I 
stated,  with  reference  to  the  City  of  Boston,  that 
I  had  a  great  deal  of  respect  for  Mayor  Tobin, 
believed  him  to  be  honest  and  sincere,  and  felt 
that  he  was  doing  the  best  job  which  he  could 
under  difficult  circumstances. 

I  mentioned  the  fact  that  I  had  come  to  know 
the  Mayor  through  having  served  as  the  chairman 
of  a  volunteer  advisory  committee  of  account  i 
which  committee  had  made  a  survey  of  the  busi- 
ness practices  and  procedure  in  various  city 
departments  (not  that  I  had  "worked  with  Mayor 
Tobin  on  the  financial  side,"  as  reported  in  the 
press).  I  stated  that  there  was  general  disappoint- 
ment, however,  due  to  the  anticipated  increase  in 
the  tax  rate  for  this  year  of  at  least  sixty  cents, 
and  I  had  no  doubt  that  Mayor  Tobin  himself 
was  disappointed  that  he  could  not  instead  be  able 
to  announce  a  reduction  in  the  rate. 

I  further  stated  that  a  substantial  part  of  the 
city  and  county  budget  was  beyond  the  Mayor's 
control,  and  referred  particularly  to  the  budget 
of  the  School  Department.  Incidentally,  my 
reference  to  the  School  Committee  in  this  connec- 
tion, while  probably  of  no  particular  interest  t,. 
the  members  of  the  Council,  could  not  have  reason- 
ably been  construed  as  an  "attack"  upon  that 
Body.  I  then  mentioned  the  fact  that  the  Mayor 
had  referred  back  to  the  City  Council  the  proposed 
budget  with  the  hope  that  the  Council  would  find 
it  possible  to  make  further  cuts  therein,  as  a  result 
of  which  the  budget  was  returned  with  reductions 
of  about  $55,000,  the  effect  of  which  on  the  tax 
rate  would  be  negligible. 

This  was  my  only  reference  to  the  City  Council, 
and  I  fail  to  see  how  it  could  have  been  reported 
as  it  was  in  the  press  and  how  my  remarks  could 
have  been  interpreted  as  an  "attack"  upon  the 
Council  or  as  implying  that  the  Council  had  failed 
to  cooperate  with  the  Mayor.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  at  the  time  I  had  no  knowledge  as  to  whether 
or  to  what  extent  the  Council  had  shown  a  coopera- 
tive spirit  in  its  relations  with  the  Mayor.  Mayor 
Tobin  was  naturally  disturbed  at  the  press  report 
of  my  talk,  and  in  talking  with  him  about  it  he 
told  me  that  he  was  very  sorry  that  the  talk  was 
reported  as  it  was  because  he  had  always  received 
very  satisfactory  cooperation  from  the  Council. 

I  can  well  understand  the  feelings  of  the  Council 
with  reference  to  the  press  report  of  my  talk,  and 
I  trust  that  this  letter  will  make  it  clear  that  my 
remarks  were  not  intended  as  an  "attack"  upon 
your  Body  and  could  not  be  reasonably  construed 
as  such. 

Respectfully  yours, 

C.    F.    RlTTENHOUSE. 


ACTION   OF   GERMAN   CONSUL. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  German  Consul  in  Boston  has 
recently  manifested  an  absolute  disregard  for  the 
rights  conferred  upon  the  press  through  the 
American  Constitution;  and 

Whereas,  That  official,  by  undemocratic  action, 
attempted  to  frustrate  the  efforts  of  the  Boston 
Traveler  in  its  commendable  condemnation  of 
international  indecencies;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council,  repre- 
senting the  home  city  of  American  Liberty,  con- 
demns the  regrettable  action  of  the  Nazi  Govern- 
ment representative,  and  requests  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  States  to  effect  the  immediate 
recall  of  Dr.  Herbert  Scholz  as  a  "persona  non 
grata"  in  a  city  and  a  nation  where  Americans  still 
cherish  their  constitutional  freedom. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON 
ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  LYONS,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  ordinance  (referred  February  19) 
submitting  proposed  amendment  to  chapter  15  of 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1925,  as  follows: 

Chapter  15  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1925 
is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  section  four 
and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following  new 
section: 

.-en  ion  4.  In  case  of  a  conflagration  or  ex- 
treme emergency  involving  a  fire  hazard,  the  officer 
or  board  having  charge  of  the  fire-fighting  force 
shall  have  full  authority  to  summon  and  keep  on 
duty  any  or  all  of  the  members  cf  the  fire-fighting 
force  while  such  conflagration  or  emergency  con- 
tinues,"—  recommending  passage  of  said  amend- 
ment. 

Report  accepted;  said  ordinance  passed. 


SPEED    LIMIT,    GREATER    BOSTON. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,    That    his    Honor    the    Mayor   be    re- 
ed   to    confer    with    the   Registrar   of   Motor 
Vehicles  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  advis- 
ability  of  m  trict    maximum   thirty 
miles  an  hour  spe                  i  Greater  Boston. 

Coun.  GOODE — Mr.  President,  I  am  prompted 
:.ni'  of  an  experi- 
ment that  was  tried  in  a  nearby  city.  In  that  city 
two  drivers  were  given  permission  to  drive  from  one 
end  of  the  town  to  the  other.  One  was  not  sup- 
posed to  go  over  thirty  miles  an  hour,  and  the 
other  was  supposed  to  go  as  fast  as  he  wanted  i 
not  to  exceed  fifty  miles  an  hour.  They  both 
mud  that  one  reached  the 
seconds  before  the  other. 
I  feel  that  this  order  will  be  timely  at  this  time,  just 
prior  to  the  closing  of  the  schools  for  the  summer, 
when  hundreds  of  thousands  of  young  children  will 
i  ie  on  I  he  treets  and  going  to  and  from  their  play. 
t  ertainly  we  should  see  that  in  the  summer 
months,  when  the  mortality  and  accident  rate  is 
the  highest,  the  speed  limits  of  the  city  are  strictly 
maintained.  I  sincerely  hope  this  order  will  receive 
consideration. 

Coun.  FISH — Speaking  on  that  order,  I  think 
the  order  has  a  great  deal  of  merit.  I  am  glad  th3t 
the  councilor  saw  fit  to  introduce  it.  I  can  say 
that  in  the  city  of  Worcester  where  the  city  limit 
is  twenty-live  mile?  an  hour,  they  are  proudly 
boasting  of  the  fart  that  they  have  had  but  one 
fatal  accident  in  ninety-seven  days.  Their  goal, 
incidentally,  was  to  see  if  they  could  outdo  the  city 
of  Providence,  which  I  think  previous  to  that 
went  for  120  days  without  having  a  fatal  accident. 
Another  angle  of  the  slowing  down  of  the  speed  in 
cities  or  con  is  that  I  think  in  time  it  will 

greatly  reflect  in  the  insurance  rates  because  of 
fewer  fatalities.  Possibly,  within  a  few  years  the 
rates  would  be  very  much  reduced. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


READVILLE    LOCATION    FOR    PROPOSED 
STADIUM. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  George  White 
Fund  consider  the  race  track  grounds  in  Readville 
as    a    location    for    Boston's    proposed    municipal 
stadium. 

Coun.  GOODE — Mr.  President,  at  the  present 
time  the  Trustees  and  Manager  of  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund  are  receiving  proposals  from 
various  interested  grcups  as  to  what  should  be  done 
with  the  money  accumulated  in  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund.  Boston  is  known  as  the  Hub 
of  New  England,  and  certainly  we  should  have  a 
municipal  stadium  here.  In  line  with  the  Mayor's 
attempt  to  make  Boston  the  center  of  activity, 
not  only  for  New  England  but  for  the  surrounding 
states  and  the  entire  nation  as  well,  I  feel  that  this 
work  would  be  greatly  assisted  by  a  municipal 
stadium  in  this  locality.  In  considering  the  loca- 
tion for  a  municipal  stadium,  I  feel  an  outlying 
section  which  can  be  reached  easily  from  all  parts 
of  the  state  and  New  England,  New  York  and 
surrounding  states,  certainly  should  receive  con- 
sideration. I  am  convinced,  inasmuch  as 
many  of  our  owners  and  taxpayers  now  live  in  the 
outlying  sections  and  are  continually  moving  to 
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these  sections,  that  the  future  of  Boston  and  the 
development  of  this  district  would  be  greatly 
assisted  by  the  building  of  a  municipal  stadium  in 
the  district.  Not  only  must  we  consider  the  land 
available  for  the  building  of  a  stadium,  but  a  great 
deal  of  land  must  be  available  also  for  parking, 
and  this  land  is  available  in  this  district.  At  the 
present  time  I  understand  that  the  defunct  New 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  has  this 
land,  and  I  feel  that  it  would  not  be  difficult  to 
have  them  relinquish  it.  The  maintenance  of  this 
stadium,  if  built  in  this  district,  would  probably 
be  under  the  Park  Department,  but  I  know  that  the 
W.  P.  A.  and  the  Welfare  would  contribute  a 
great  deal  to  the  help  who  would  maintain  it. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


FLAGPOLE,  PEABODY  SQUARE. 

Coun.  WICKES  and  Coun.  FISH  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
erect  a  flagpole  in  Peabody  square,  Dorchester,  to 
replace  the  one  which  was  there  for  many  years. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC   SIGNS,   WARD    17. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That     the     Traffic     Commission     be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  erect 
"Stop"  signs  at  Welles  avenue  and  Washington 
street,  Ward  17,  in  both  directions. 

Ordered,     That    the    Traffic    Commission    be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
automatic  traffic  lights  at  the  junction  of  Gallivan 
Boulevard  and  Washington  street,  Ward  17. 
>     Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BEANO,   WEST   ROXBTJRY   AND 

ROSLINDALE. 
I 

Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  grant  licenses  to  the  various  Veterans'  Posts  in 
the  West  Roxbury  and  Roslindale  districts  to 
operate  Beano  games  after  June  15. 

Coun.  LYONS — Mr.  President,  for  the  past  six 
months  or  so,  we  have  had  quite  a  dissertation  on 
Beano,  and  in  the  various  talks  of  various  coun- 
cilors they  have  been  putting  all  sorts  of  organiza- 
tions in  the  category  of  racketeers.  Well,  I  am 
speaking  today  in  behalf  of  my  ward,  which  also 
borders  Councilor  Goode's  and  Councilor  Langan's 
wards.  -  The  Fallon  Post  ever  since  Beano  came 
into  existence  ran  a  Beano  party  at  their  Post 
headquarters.  These  men  are  high-type  men, 
which  all  Legionnaires  are.  After  the  smoke 
cleared  away,  they  had  a  meeting  down  there  last 
week,  and  tried  to  put  the  blame  on  me  for  stopping 
Beano  throughout  Boston.  Now  I  am  here  in 
defence  of  myself.  All  other  councilors  who  see 
fit  may  put  in  a  similar  order  asking  the  Mayor 
to  amend  his  previous  order  banning  all  Beano, 
but  letting  the  different  organizations  such  as 
the  Legionnaires  of  Boston,  the  ones  who  have 
been  on  the  level  all  their  lives,  operate  a  Beano 
party  once  a  week.  I  received  a  letter  from  the 
John  T.  Fallon  Post  of  Roslindale,  and  I  will  read 
a  part  of  it,  or  a  few  lines  to  you,  from  the  letter. 

"The  small  proceeds  that  we  did  get  from  our 
Beano  parties,  which  were  run  on  the  level,  were 
the  sole  means  of  keeping  our  Post  going.  The 
proceeds  of  our  Beano  parties  were  also  the  sole 
means  of  giving  out  relief  not  alone  to  the  many 
veterans  on  our  roster  but  also  to  the  widows  of 
our  deceased  veterans.  Offhand,  I  would  say  for 
this  past  year  we  have  taken  care  of  over  two 
hundred  cases.  We  have  also  donated  money  to 
the  various  denominations  of  faith  in  Roslindale. 

"Our  Post  always  took  great  pride  in  the 
manner  in  which  our  Memorial  Day  and  Armis- 
tice Day  services  were  conducted,  and  I  might 
inform  you  there  was  no  better  service  conducted 
in  the  entire  V.  F.  W.  organization.  The  money 
spent  in  connection  with  these  services  was  also 
derived  from  our  Beano  parties." 

Now,  the  Irving  W.  Adams  Post  also  ran  their 
own  Beano  party,  and  they  have  their  own  work- 
ers there.     I  am  now  speaking  in  behalf  of  my 


own  ward  and  the  people  who  patronize  those 
Beano  parties  in  the  ward.  I  hope  that  this 
order  will  pass,  and  that  the  Mayor  will  see  fit 
to  more  or  less  rescind  his  previous  order  and 
let  the  legitimate  Legionnaires  operate  where 
they  are  doing  a  world  of  good  to  the  people  of 
Boston,  and  also  to  the  people  in  their  own  or- 
ganization. 

Coun.  GOODE — I  have  received  communica- 
tions from  organizations  in  my  ward  relative 
to  the  continuance  of  Beano,  and  I  sincerely 
hope  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  those  in  the 
Licensing  Department  will  see  fit  to  issue  Beano 
licenses  to  recognized  fraternal  and  charitable 
organizations  whose  aim  is  to  raise  funds  for 
charitable  purposes  by  the  conduct  of  their  Beano 
parties. 

Coun.  FISH — I  can  hardly  sit  in  my  chair 
when  I  hear  the  word  "Beano"  mentioned.  I 
have  been  getting  these  requests  for  a  number 
of  months.  I  think  I  have  risen  to  my  feet  in 
defence  of  these  organizations  more  than  any 
other  councilor,  and  it  is  gratifying  today  to 
see  that  two  other  councilors  have  risen  to  their 
feet  in  defence  of  legitimate  games^run  by  rec- 
ognized organizations. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   PORTER   TERRACE. 

Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  Porter  terrace, 
Ward  20,  as  a  public  highway,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
plan  of  construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAINTING     OF     WHITE     LINE,     CENTRE 
STREET, 

Coun.   LYONS  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,    That    the    Traffic    Commissioner    be 

requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  paint 

a  white  line  along  the  middle  of  Centre  street, 

Ward  20,  from  Belgrade  avenue  to  Weld  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SURVEY,   WARD   20. 

Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through -his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  make  a  survey  of  the  area  bounded  by  Stimson, 
Grove  and  Centre  streets,  Ward  20,  with  a  view 
to  installing  water  and  sewer  pipes  and  also 
constructing  roadways  and  sidewalks. 

Coun.  LYONS — Mr.  President,  two  years  ago 
I  introduced  a  similar  order  out  in  Ward  20, 
relative  to  the  construction  of  sewers  and  water 
pipes  and  sidewalks  and  streets  in  this  particular 
section.  Now  we  happen  to  be  living  in  Boston, 
but  this  particular  section  out  there  is  known  as 
the  Grove  section  of  West  Roxbury.  There  are 
approximately  125  families  with  no  sewage  facili- 
ties whatsoever.  They  have  cesspools.  They 
have  installed  in  their  own  way  water  pipes  that 
are  exposed.  They  run  through  from  foundation 
to  foundation.  Every  year  I  get  sixty  to  seventy 
calls  from  that  vicinity  about  pipes  that  have 
been  frozen,  due  to  the  weather  and  those  poor 
people  have  to  pay  $5  or  more  to  have  a  job  done 
on  their  pipes,  to  thaw  them  out.  They  have  no 
streets  and  no  sidewalks,-  and  the  city  claims 
that  the  property  thirty  years  ago  was  given  to 
the  people  out  there  simply  for  camp  sites.  Well, 
I  figure  that  the  City  of  Boston  is  liable  to  those 
people  out  there.  Boston  should  protect  those 
people.  If  they  refused  to  pay  their  taxes,  the 
city  would  take  their  property  and  their  homes. 
Now  I  stated  there  are  about  125  families.  Each 
family  has  an  average  of  four  or  five  children. 
For  the  safety  of  those  children  today,  I  think 
it  is  up  to  the  Health  Department  to  step  in  and 
safeguard  them.  Last  year  I  contacted  the 
Health  Department  to  go  and  look  the  situation 
over,  and  the  Health  Department  went  out  and 
condemned  the  homes  and  told  the  people  to 
vacate.  Now  there  are  some  nice,  desirable 
homes  there.  There  is  a  home  that  cost  $9,000 
or  $10,000  to  build.  The  average  home  costs 
between   $3,500  and   $6,000   or  $7,000.     I   figure 


251 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


the  people  should  have  some  protection  up  there, 
and  I  want  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
to  go  out  with  his  engineer  and  see  what  he  can 
do  for  those  people.  The  city  claims  it  is  not 
liable  because  it  is  not  going  to  accept  the  property. 
But  there  are  citizens  of  Boston  who  have 
lived  there  for  thirty  or  thirty-five  years,  and  they 
deserve  some  consideration.  I  hope  the  Council 
passes  this  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RESANDING    SAVIN   HILL   BEACH. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  im- 
mediately arrange  for  the  resanding  of  Savin  Hill 
Beach,  which  has  been  provided  for  in  a  W.  P.  A. 
project. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


W.  P.  A.  PROJECT  FOR  CHARTER  STREET 
PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  in- 
stitute a  W.  P.  A.  project  to  place  the  land  on 
Charter  street,  Ward  3,  recently  presented  to  the 
city,  in  proper  condition  for  playuround  purposes. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ICE   FOR   DRINKING    FOUNTAINS. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  and  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  requc 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  arrange  to  have 
the  water  turned  on  at  all  drinking  fountains  in 
the  city  and  that  ice  be  provided  for  the  proper 
cooling  of  the  water. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Coun.  RUSSO  spoke  on  the  above  two  ordci  -. 
as  follows: 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  on  my  lii-t 
order  I  wish  at  this  time  to  thank  the  couni 
for  having  passed  the  order  accepting  the  land  on 
Charter  street  that  was  given  to  the  city  bj 
heirs  who  are  represented  by  Congressman  link- 
ham,  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  playground 
the  children  in  my  district.  I  do  hope  Commis- 
sioner Long  will  immediately  take  .steps  to  put 
that  land  in  A  No.  1  condition  so  the  children 
may  be  able  to  go  and  play  and  get  enough  exer- 
cise in  that  particular  section.  In  regard  to  turn- 
ing the  water  on  in  the  fountains.  1  have  had 
quite  a  few  complaints  from  people  in  my  district 
that  the  water  has  not  been  turned  on.  especially 
at  the  Revere  Mall,  so  called,  in  the  North  Enci. 
I  do  hope  that  the  City  of  Boston  will  provide 
ice  for  these  fountains  so  that  the  people  of  Boston 
may  enjoy  themselves  on  these  hot  days  that  are 
about  to  come.     I  hope  the  orders  will  pass. 


LIGHTING  FACILITIES,  DORCHESTER 
STREET. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  make  a  study  of  the  lighting  facilities  along 
Dorchester  street,  from  Andrew  square  to  Eighth 
street,  Ward  7,  with  a  view  to  installing  a  more 
adequate  lighting  system  in  this  particular  section 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


THE    NEXT   MEETING. 

President  GALVIN  offered  a  motion  that  when 
the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  two  weeks  from 
today. 

Coun.  COFFEY— I  would  like  to  talk  on  that 
motion.     I  think,  Mr.  President,  it  is  about  time 


that  the  Council  realized  that  $43  a  week  is  a  pretty 
good  salary,  and  I  think  that  the  least  we  should 
do  is  meet  every  week  instead  of  postponing  meet- 
ings from  week  to  week.  The  Legislature,  who  get 
the  same  salary,  meet  five  days  a  week,  every 
week,  and  in  the  off  year  get  no  salary-  I  hope 
the  motion  is  defeated. 

President  GALVIN— The  Chair  advises  Coun- 
cilor Coffey  that  in  the  year  1775  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill  was  fought,  and  I  have  in  mind  the 
fact  that  next  Monday  is  the  17th  of  June.  I 
believe  it  is  a  patriotic  duty  on  our  part  to  adjourn 
until  the  week  after. 

Coun.  COFFEY— I  still  object  to  the  postpone- 
ment. 

Coun.  CAREY— I  heartily  agree  with  the 
councilor  from  Ward  1.  The  least  we  can  do  is 
come  down  here  and  meet  every  week,  but  due  to 
the  significance  of  June  17th,  Bunker  Hill  Day,  I 
feel  that  we  should  make  an  exception  in  that  case 
and  adjourn  for  two  weeks. 

Coun.  COFFEY  asked  for  a  roll  call.  The  roll 
was  called,  yeas  18,  naj-s  1: 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey.  Englert,  Goode,  Chase, 
Kelly,  Lyons,  Shattuck,  Fish,  Galvin,  Gottlieb, 
Hutchinson,  Langan,  Linehan,  Russo,  Scannell, 
D.  F.  Sullivan.  M.  H.  Sullivan.  Wickes— 18. 

Nays — Coun.  Coffey — 1. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  for  two  weeks  was 
passed. 


INCREASED    BUS    FARES. 

in.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.    That    the    manager    of    the    Boston 

Elevated  Railway  be  invited,  through  his  Honor 

i  lie  Mayor,  to  appear   before  the  next  Executive 

on   of  the  Cits    Council   lor   the  purpose  of 

explaining  the  reasons  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 

ted     Railway     recently     increased     the    bus 

fares   from    live   to   ten    cents   on    four   intown   bus 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  last  week  the 
management  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  put  into  effect  an  increase  from  five  to 
ten  cents  on  all  bus  fares  on  four  intown  bus  lines. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  as  I  said  last  week, 
bus  lines  travel  slightly  over  a  distance  of 
one  mile.  How  in  the  world  the  trustees  of  the 
I'm, -ton  Elevated  ever  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
they  did  last  week  ia  beyond  me  or  any  other 
onable  man  of  this  Council,  1  cannot  pos- 
eive  how  the  Elevated  Trustees  by  any 
In.e  ol  reasoning  could  increase  those  bus  fares. 
especially  when  you  consider  that  you  can  ride 
from   Arlington  Milton  or  any  other 

section  of  Metropolitan  Boston  for  a  dime.  I 
cant.'  how  the  Elevated  Trustees  could 

dare  make  such  a  bold  and  ridiculous  move,  and  I 
think.  Mr.  President,  it  is  time  that  the  proper 
officials  should  do  something  about  it.  I  trust 
that  if  Mr.  Dana  appears  before  the  Executive 
Session  next  week  he  will  be  able  to  give  a  logical 
reason  why  the  Elevated  Trustees  jacked  up  those 
Of  course,  they  will  come  back  with  the 
answer,  "Well,  the  Elevated  is  operating  under  a 
deficit,  and  we  are  endeavoring  to  cut  down  that 
deficit."  But  why  shouldn't  they  adopt  a  plan 
which  was  suggested  by  the  able  councilor  from 
Ward  o  last  week?  Why  shouldn't  they  put  in  a 
zone  rate  and  have  people  from  suburban  Boston 
pay  their  just  and  appropriate  share  of  the  cost  of 
Elevated  transportation?  Why  soak  the  residents 
of  Boston?  So,  Mr.  President,  I  know  of  a  num- 
ber of  other  councilors  who  plan  to  ask  the  manager 
of  the  Boston  Elevated  quite  a  few  embarrassing 
questions  if  he  has  the  courage  to  appear  before 
this  Council  next  week.  I  trust,  Mr.  President, 
that  the  Body  will  pass  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPAYING  OF  GARRISON  STREET. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
reconstruct  Garrison  street.  Ward  4,  with  a  smooth 
tj-pe  asphalt  pavement,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan 
of  construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


JUNE    10,    1940. 
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TRAFFIC   LIGHTS,  WARD   19. 

Coun.  LANGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the   Mayor,  to  install 
automatic  signal  lights  at  the  junction  of  Moraine 
street  and  South  Huntington  avenue,  Ward  19. 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
"Slow"  signs  on  South  street,  Ward  19,  from 
Archdale  road  to  the  junction  of  South  and  Wash- 
ington streets. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SURVEY   OF   WHITE   CITY   SECTION, 
WARD    19. 

Coun.  LANGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  make  a  survey  of  the  White  City  sec- 
tion of  Ward  19  with  a  view  of  accepting  and 
laying  out  as  many  streets  as  possible  in  said 
section. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
make  a  survey  of  the  White  City  section  of  Ward  19 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  condition  of 
the  streets  in  said  section  with  a  view  to  resurfac-' 
ing  as  many  of  them  as  possible. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


HEALY   FIELD   AND   CAROLINA   AVENUE 
PLAYGROUNDS. 

Coun.  LANGAN  and  ENGLERT  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  put 
into  proper  condition  the  Healy  Field  and  Carolina 
Avenue  Playgrounds,  Ward  19. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.  ENGLERT,  for  the  Committee  on  Sol- 
diers' Relief,  submitted  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers 
and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston 
for  the  month  of  June. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 


RESOLUTION   ON   DEATH   OF 
CLIFTON   B.   CARBERRY. 

Coun.  LYONS,  for  Coun.  M.  H.  Sullivan, 
offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  Clifton  B.  Carberry  as  a  man  inspired 
other  men  with  his  unselfish  desire  to  promote  the 
public  good;   and 

Whereas,  As  an  editor  of  the  Boston  Post,  his 
persuasive  pen  flowed  on  pages  remarkable,  both 
for  their  kindly  tolerance,  logical  idealism  and 
clearness  of  vision;   and 

Whereas,  As  a  citizen,  he  was  unceasingly  ani- 
mated by  a  keen  desire  and  active  effort  for  decency 
in  the  administration  of  government;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  Boston 
City  Council,  express  individually  and  officially 
our  regret  at  the  passing  of  Clifton  B.  Carberry, 
who  in  life  contributed  glowing  chapters  to  the 
history  of  the  city  that  he  loved  and  that  we 
represent. 

The  resolution  was  passed  unanimously. 


Adjourned,  at  4.20  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
SCANNELL,  to  meet  on  Monday,  June  24,  1940, 
at  two  p.  m. 


CORRECTION:  In  Coun.  Coffey's  speech, 
first  column,  on  page  234,  under  "Statement  by 
Councilor  Coffey,"  in  the  minutes  of  June  3,  1940, 
he  is  reported  as  saying,  near  the  end  of  the  column, 
"My  good  wife  died."  It  should  read,  "My  good 
wife  was  dying." 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  June  24,  1940. 

Regular  meeting  of.  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
GALVIN  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Taylor. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


Coun.  WARD  in  the  chair. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY    THE    MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments,  viz.: 

Constable  for  the  term  of  one  year,  beginning 
with  the  first  day  of  May,  1940,  with  authority  to 
serve  civil  process  upon  the  filing  of  the  necessary 
bond;  Jacob  Levine,  25  Peterborough  street, 
Ward  5. 

Weigher:  Irma  Leavitt,  69  Lucerne  street,  Dor- 
chester, Mass. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


NAMING    OF    JAMES    McHUGH     SQUARE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  18,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  returning  herewith  without 
my  signature  the  order  of  your  Honorable  Body 
naming  the  square  formed  by  the  intersection  of 
Bournedale  road,  Bourne  street  and  Northbourne 
road  the  James  McHugh  square. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  traditional  method  of 
naming  squares  for  those  who  died  in  the  service 
of  our  country  or  from  injuries  received  from  such 
service  should  be  followed.  Any  other  course 
would,  in  the  long  run,  promote  confusion  in  the 
naming  of  squares. 

I  therefore  veto  the  inclosed    order    passed    by 
your  Honorable  Body  on  June  3,  1940. 
Respectfully, 
Maueice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


NAMING  OF  STREET  IN  HONOR  OF  LATE 
DR.   BELLE   SCOTT   CARMODY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  21,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Boston  Housing  Authority  Chairman  relative 
to  your  order  of  May  20,  1940,  concerning  the 
naming  of  one  of  the  streets  in  the  new  South 
Boston  housing  project  in  honor  of  the  late  Dr. 
Belle  Scott  Carmody,  whose  splendid  service  to  the 
poor  of  South  Boston  is  deserving  of  the  highest 
commendation. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Boston  Housing  Authority, 

June  12,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear    Sir, — This    will    acknowledge    receipt    of 
your  communication  of  May  22,  1940,  concerning 
the  City  Council  order  of  May  20,  1940, 

"That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  name 
one  of  the  streets  in  the  new  South  Boston  housing 
project  in  honor  of  the  late  Dr.  Belle  Scott  Car- 
mody, whose  splendid  service  to  the  poor  of  South 
Boston  is  deserving  of  the  highest  commendation.'1 


Be  assured  that  this  Authority  will  give  all 
consideration  to  the  naming  of  a  private  way  in 
its  new  South  Boston  project  in  the  memory  of 
Dr.  Belle  Scott  Carmody. 

Respectfully, 
John  A.  Beeen,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


NAMING    OF   NEW    ATHLETIC    FIELD    IN 
HYDE   PARK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  21,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to  your 
order  of  June  3,  1940,  concerning  the  naming  of 
the  new  athletic  field  in  Hyde  Park  the  "Hyde 
Park  Athletic  Field." 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  June  15,  1940. 
William  T.  Dovle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  June  10, 
with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  that 
the  new  athletic  field  in  Hvde  Park  be  called  the 
"Hyde  Park  Athletic  Field." 

This  is  the  third  request  that  has  been  made  on 
this  department  for  the  naming  of  this  field,  and 
each   request   will   be  given   careful  consideration 
at   the   next   meeting  of   the  full   Board   of   Park 
Commissioners  to  be  held  in  the  near  future. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


DISTRIBUTION   OF   OBSCENE   BOOKS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  21,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Assistant  Corporation  Counsel  relative  to  your 
order  of  June  3,  1940,  concerning  the  drawing  of  a 
bill  amending  section  28  of  chapter  272  of  the 
General  Laws,  "and  which  will  prohibit  the  pub- 
lishing, sale,  importation  or  distribution  of  any 
book,  pamphlet,  ballad,  printed  paper  or  other 
thing  containing  obscene,  indecent  or  impure 
language  either  in  whole  or  in  part." 

Respectfully,  ■ 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  June  11,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — We  have  received  your 
memorandum  of  June  10  with  the  City  Council 
order  of  June  3,  1940,  requesting  us  to  draw  a  bill 
amending  section  28  of  chapter  272  of  the  General 
Laws,  "and  which  will  prohibit  the  publishing, 
sale,  importation  or  distribution  of  any  book, 
pamphlet,  ballad,  printed  paper  or  other  thing 
containing  obscene,  indecent  or  impure  language 
either  in  whole  or  in  part." 

We  have  placed  this  on  our  legislative  docket 
for   1941. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Robert  H.  Hopkins, 
Assistant  Corporation  Counsel. 
Placed  on  file. 


CHANGING    NAME   OF   WESTBOURNE 

ROAD. 
The   following   was   received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  21 ,  1940. 
To.  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion of  Board  of  Street  Commissioner's  Chairman 
relative  to  your  order  of  June  3,  1940.  concerning 
the  advisability  of  changing  the  name  of  Weet- 
bourne  road,  from  Florence  Street  East  to  South- 
bourne  road,  to  Westbourne  Circle. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


City  of  Boston, 
Street  Laying-Out  Department, 

June  11,  1940. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 
From   John   A.    Donoghue,   Chairman,    Board   of 

Street  Commissioners. 
Subject:   Request  of  City  Council  to  change  name 
of    Westbourne    road,    from    Florence    Street 
East,  to  Southbourne  road. 
In  the  matter  of  the  attached  request  I  would 
say  that  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  has  no 
jurisdiction   over   changing  the  names   of   private 
ways.     As  Westbourne  road,  from  Florence  Street 
East  to  Southbourne  road,  is  a  private  way  any 
change  in  name  would  have  to  be  made  by  the 
abutting    owners. 

Respectfully, 
John  A.  Donoghue,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


TIME  OFF  FOR  HOSPITAL  EMPLOYEES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  21,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Boston  City  Hospital  Superintendent  relative  to 
your  order  of  May  20,  1940,  concerning  the  giving 
the  same  consideraton  to  employees  of  the  City 
Hospital  as  given  to  employees  of  other  depart- 
ments in  the  matter  of  being  allowed  time  off, 
with  pay,  on  Saturday,  or  on  warm  days  when  a 
skeleton  force  is  authorized. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Hospital  Department,  June  14,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees   held   today,   the   following   order   of  the 
City  Council  was  presented: 

"Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  instructed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
to  immediately  enforce  a  recent  order  of  the 
Boston  City  Council  whereby  consideration  should 
be  given  to  employees  of  the  City  Hospital  just 
the  same  as  it  is  to  employees  of  other  departments 
of  the  city  in  the  matter  of  being  allowed  time  off, 
with  pay,  on  Saturdays,  or  on  warm  days  when  a 
skeleton  force  is  authorized." 

The  trustees  voted  to  grant  Saturdays  off  to 
those  employees  who  can  be  spared  during  the 
summer  months,  without  curtailment  of  service 
to  our  patients. 

Yours  very  truly, 

James  W.  Manary,  M.  D., 

Superintendent. 
Placed  on  file. 


RECONSTRUCTION   OF   GARRISON 
STREET. 
The  following  was  received:  ■ 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  24,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  June  10,  1940,  concerning  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  Garrison  street,  Ward  4,  with  a  smooth 
type  asphalt  pavement  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan 
of  construction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

June  21,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,    Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.   Hyland,     Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:   Reconstruction  of  Garrison  Street. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  reconstruct  Garrison 
street,  Ward  4,  with  a  smooth  type  asphalt  pave- 
ment under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  street  is  under  con- 
sideration for  submission  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


STREETS    IN   WHITE   CITY   SECTION, 

WARD    19. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  24,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  June  10,  1940,  concerning  the  making  of  a  survey 
of  the  White  City  section  of  Ward  19  for  the  pur- 
pose of  determining  the  condition  of  the  streets  in 
said  section  with  a  view  to  resurfacing  as  many  of 
them  as  possible. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

June  21,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From  George  G.   Hyland,   Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Streets  in  White  City  Section. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  make  a  survey  of  the 
White  City  section  of  Ward  19  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  the  condition  of  the  streets  in  said 
section  with  a  view  to  resurfacing  as  many  of  them 
as  possible. 

Upon  investigation  I  find  that  the  following- 
named  streets  are  private  ways  and  this  depart- 
ment has  no  jurisdiction  therein.  The  matter  of 
acceptance  should  be  taken  up  with  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners,  401  City  Hall  Annex, 
Boston. 

Northbourne  road,  Hyde  Park  avenue  to  Bourne 
si  reel.  Southbourne  road,  Hyde  Park  avenue  to 
Eastland  road.  Westbourne  road,  Southbourne 
road  to  Florence  Street  East.  Herbert  road, 
Eldridge  to  Northbourne  roads.  Woodbourne 
road,  Eastland  to  Eastland  roads.  Florence 
Street  East,  Wachusett  street  to  Southbourne 
road.     Bourne  road,  Eastland  to  Eastland  roads. 

The  following-named  streets  are  public  and 
come  within  t lie  jurisdiction  of  this  department. 
but  the  condition  of  same  is  good  and  no  work  is 
needed  on  them: 

Bournedale  road.  Wachusett  street  to  North- 
bourne road.  Wachusett  street.  Eldridge  to 
Southbourne  roads.  Eldridge  road,  Hyde  Park 
avenue  to  Patten  street.  Bourne  street,  Walk 
Hill  to  Catherine  streets. 

Eastland    road.    Bourne   to    Bourne   roads,    has 
been   accepted   by   the   Board   of  Street  Commis- 
sioners and  will  be  constructed  this  year. 
George  G.  Hyland. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


SURVEY  OF  STIMSON,  GROVE  AND 

CENTRE   STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  21,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  June  10,  1940.  concerning  the  making  of 
a  survey  of  the  area  bounded  by  Stimson,  Grove 
and  Centre  streets.  Ward  20,  with  a  view  to 
installing  water  and  sewer  pipes  and  also  con- 
structing roadways  and  sidewalks. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department. 

June  21,  1940. 
William  T.  Dovle. 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.   Doyle, — This  is  in  reference  to  the 
following  order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  June  10: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  make  a  survey  of  the  area  bounded 
by  Stimson,  Grove  and  Centre  streets,  Ward  20, 
with  a  view  to  installing  water  and  sewer  pipes 
and  also  constructing  roadways  and  sidewalks." 
All  of  the  residences  in  the  area  referred  to  in  the 
above-mentioned     order     are     furnished     at     the 
present   time   with   water.     None   of  them,    how- 
ever, have  sewerage  facilities  other  than  cesspools, 
nor  are  there  any  public  streets  in  the  area.     Over 
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a  long  period  of  time  various  residents  in  the  area 
have  advocated  and  petitioned  for  the  installation 
of  sewers  and  the  laying  out  and  construction  of 
the  streets  as  public  highways. 

This  department  has  no  authority  to  construct 
the  streets  until  they  have  been  ordered  to  be  laid 
out  and  constructed  by  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners. It  is  my  understanding  that  the 
Street  Commissioners  will  not  accept  the  streets 
in  the  area  as  public  highways,  as  most  of  them 
are  only  15  feet  wide  and,  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge, none  of  them  are  wider  than  20  feet. 

Regarding  the  installation  of  sewers  in  the 
streets,  I  am  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  communication 
of  March  30,  1939,  that  I  sent  to  the  Corporation 
Counsel,  requesting  an  opinion  relative  to  that 
matter,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  communication  of 
April  3,  1939,  that  I  received  from  the  Corporation 
Counsel  in  answer  to  my  previous  communication. 

Under  the  circumstances,  there  is  absolutely 
nothing  that  can  be  done  at  the  present  time  to 
install  sewer  pipes  or  to  construct  roadways  and 
sidewalks. 

Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  30,  1939. 
Henry  Parkman,  Jr.,  Esq., 
Corporation  Counsel. 

Dear  Mr.  Parkman, — Due  to  public  necessity, 
I  am  desirous  of  constructing  sewers  in  private 
streets  in  the  Germantown  section  of  West  Rox- 
bury.  The  locations,  directions,  widths,  and 
grades  of  these  streets  have  never  been  approved 
by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  either 
under  the  provisions  of  section  10,  chapter  393, 
of  the  Acts  of  1906,  or  chapter  323  of  the  Acts  of 
1891. 

The  sewage  from  the  residences  in  this  section 
is  discharged  into  cesspools,  resulting  in  unsani- 
tary conditions  that  are  a  menace  to  the  health  of 
sthe  residents,  along  with  the  nuisance  created  by 
such  a  method  of  sewage  disposal. 

I  feel  that  the  question  of  the  protection  of  the 
health  of  the  residents  is  paramount  to  any  statu- 
tory law  and  that  a  start  should  be  immediately 
made  for  the  installation  of  sewers  in  this  section. 
I  presume  that  the  Health  Commissioner  has  the 
authority  to  condemn  these  cesspools,  thereby 
allowing  for  the  construction  of  sewerage  works, 
but  I  would  rather  not  resort  to  condemnation 
proceedings  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  large  number 
of  residents  would  be  affected  and  I  am  not  pre- 
pared at  this  time,  due  to  the  cost  involved,  to 
construct  sewerage  works  throughout  the  entire 
district. 

I  respectfully  request  your  opinion  as  to  whether 
or  not  I  have  the  authority  to  construct  sewerage 
works  (not  trunk  sewers)  in  the  streets  of  the 
Germantown  section  of  West  Roxbury,  as  public 
necessity  so  requires,  even  though  the  streets 
are  piivate  and  the  locations,  directions,  widths 
and  grades  of  them  have  never  been  approved  by 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  under  the 
previsions  of  section  10,  chapter  393,  of  the  Acts 
of  1906. 

If  your  opinion  is  in  the  affirmative,  it  is  ex- 
pressly understood  that  assessments  will  be  levied, 
in  accordance  with  section  10  of  chapter  27  of 
the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1925,  against  proper- 
ties from  which  it  is  desired  to  connect  the  house 
connection  to  the  sewer,  and  that  all  releases  and 
easement  rights  will  be  secured  from  the  abutters 
before  the  start  of  construction  work  in  the  streets. 
Yours  very  truly, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  April  3,  1939. 
George  G.  Hyland,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Dear  Mr.  Hyland,— Your  letter  of  March  30, 
1939,  wherein  you  state,  "I  respectfully  request 
your  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  I  have  the 
authority  to  construct  sewerage  works  (not  trunk 
sewers)  in  the  streets  of  the  Germantown  section 
of  West  Roxbury,  as  public  necessity  so  requires, 
even  though  the  streets  are  private  and  the  loca- 
tions, directions,  widths  and  grades  of  them  have 
never  been  approved  by  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners,  under  the  provisions  of  section 
10,  chapter  393,  of  the  Acts  of  1906,"  has  been 
received  and  considered  by  me. 


Chapter  393  of  the  Acts  of  1906  was  an  act 
relative  to  highways,  public  alleys,  sewers  and 
sidewalks  in  the  City  of  Boston.  Section  10  of 
said  Act  is  as  follows: 

"Section  10 — After  the  passage  of  this  act 
(i.  e.,  May  16,  1906)  no  person  or  corporation 
shall  prepare  or  open  for  public  travel  in  the 
City  of  Boston  any  way,  unless  its  location, 
direction,  widths  and  grades  are  satisfactory 
to  and  have  been  approved  in  writing  by  said 
board  of  street  commissioners,  but  all  highways 
in  the  territory  shown  on  any  plan  heretofore 
made  by  the  board  of  survey  or  by  said  street 
commissioners  under  the  authority  of  chapter 
three  hundred  and  twenty-three  of  the  acts  of 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-one  shall 
be  in  accordance  with  the  location,  direction, 
width  and  grades  shown  thereon;  and  no  public 
sewer,  drain,  water  pipe,  or  lamps  shall  be 
placed  in,  or  public  work  of  any  kind  done  on, 
any  way  in  any  such  territory  other  than  in 
the  ways  shown  on  the  plan  or  plans  of  such 
territory;  provided,  however,  that  this  pro- 
vision shall  not  prevent  the  laying  of  a  trunk 
sewer  or  a  water  or  gas  main  as  engineering 
demands  shall  require." 

I  am  informed  by  the  office  of  the  Chief  Engineer 
of  the  Street  Laying-Out  Department  of  the  City 
of  Boston  that  the  private  streets  of  the  German- 
town  section  of  West  Roxbury  were  not  laid 
out  in  accordance  with  the  locations,  directions 
widths  and  grades  as  shown  on  the  plans  made 
by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of  the  City 
of  Boston  and  for  this  reason  the  locations,  direc- 
tions, widths  and  grades  of  these  streets  have 
never  been  approved  by  the  said  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners. 

Therefore,  by  the  express  terms  of  section  10  of 
chapter  393  of  the  Acts  of  1906  you  are  prohibited 
from  constructing  sewerage  works  other  than 
trunk  sewers  in  the  private  streets  in  the  German- 
town  section  of  West  Roxbury. 

You  further  state  in  your  letter  that  "The 
sewage  from  the  residences  in  this  section  is  dis- 
charged into  cesspools,  resulting  in  unsanitary 
conditions  that  are  a  menace  to  the  health  of  the 
residents,  along  with  the  nuisance  created  by 
such  a  method  of  sewage  disposal.  ...  I 
presume  that  the  Health  Commissioner  has  the 
authority  to  condemn  these  cesspools,  thereby 
allowing  for  the  construction  of  sewerage 
works     .     .     ." 

Chapter  111  of  the  General  Laws  (Ter.  Ed.) 
relates  to  public  health  and  sections  122  to  142, 
inclusive,  of  this  chapter  are  relative  to  nuisances. 
Section  122  of  said  chapter  111  is  as  follows: 

"Section  122 —The  board  of  health  shall 
examine  into  all  nuisances,  sources  of  filth 
and  causes  of  sickness  within  its  town,  or 
on  board  of  vessels  within  the  harbor  of 
such  town,  which  may,  in  its  opinion,  be 
injurious  to  the  public  health,  shall  destroy, 
remove  or  prevent  the  same  as  the  case 
may  require,     .     .    <." 

"Section  127. — The  board  of  health  of  a 
city,  and  the  board  of  health  of  a  town,  if 
authorized  by  the  town,  may  make  and 
enforce  regulations  for  the  public  health  and 
safety  relative  to  house  drainage  and  connec- 
tion with  common  sewers,  if  such  a  sewer 
abuts  the  estate  to  be  drained." 

"Section  132. — Land  which  is  wet,  rotten 
or  spongy,  or  covered  with  stagnant  water, 
so  as  to  be  offensive  to  residents  in  its  vicinity 
or  injurious  to  health,  shall  be  deemed  a 
nuisance,  which  the  board  of  health  of  the 
town  where  it  lies,  upon  petition  and  hearing, 
may  abate  in  the  manner  provided  in  the 
seven  following  sections;     .     .     ." 

Sections  133  to  139,  inclusive,  refer  to  the  form 
of  application  for  abatement  of  the  alleged  nui- 
sance; proceedings  on  application;  form  and  service 
of  notice;  damages;  appeal  from  adjudication  of 
nuisance  and  appeal  from  assessment  therefor. 

Admitting,  for  the  purposes  of  argument  only, 
that  the  present  cesspools  in  this  particular  sec- 
tion are  a  nuisance,  the  power  to  abate  this  nui- 
sance by  action  of  the  Board  of  Health  does  not 
put  upon  your  department  the  obligation  to  go 
forward  with  the  construction  of  sewerage  works 
in  the  private  ways  of  this  section,  for  it  is  to  be 
noted  that  the  use  of  proper  cesspools  is  expressly 
provided  for  in  section  115  of  chapter  550  of  the 
Acts  of  1907,  which  chapter  and  section  relates  to 


256 


OITY    COUNCIL. 


the  construction,  alteration  and  maintenance  of 
buildings  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  reads  as 
follows: 

"Section  115. — The  plumbing  of  every 
building  shall  be  separately  and  independently 
connected  outside  the  building  with  the 
public  sewer,  if  such  sewer  is  provided,  or 
with  a  proper  and  sufficient  drain  or  sewer 
laid  outside  of  the  building,  and  if  a  sewer  is 
not  accessible,  with  a  proper  cesspool." 

Therefore,  a  proper  cesspool  in  this  particular 
section  of  West  Roxbury  does  not  constitute  a 
nuisance,  but  is  to  be  regarded  as  constituting  a 
proper  means  of  disposal  of  sewage  under  the 
present  existing  conditions.  If  the  cesspools  in 
use  in  fact  do  constitute  a  nuisance,  the  Board 
of  Health  has  power  to  prohibit  their  use,  or 
require  their  alteration  and  improvement  to  satisfy 
health  requirements. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Henry  Parkman,  Jr., 
Corporation  Counsel. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING   OF   ROSA  STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  21,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  June  3,  1940,  concerning  the  resurfacing 
with  smooth  paving,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of 
construction,  of  Rosa  street,  Ward  18,  from 
River  street  to  the  entrance  of  the  new  Athletic 
Field. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

June  20,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.    Hyland,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:    Rosa  Street,  Construction  of. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  with 
smooth  paving,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of  con- 
struction, Rosa  street,  Ward  18,  from  River 
street  to  the  entrance  of  the  new  Athletic  Field. 

Please    be    advised    that    this    street    is    under 
consideration  for  submission  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
George  G.   Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


FLAGPOLE  IN  PEABODY   SQUARE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  21,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  June  10,  1940,  concerning  the  erection  of  a  flag- 
pole in  Peabody  square. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

June  21,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.    Hyland,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:   Flagpole  in  Peabody  Square. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  erect  a  flagpole  in 
Peabody  square,  Dorchester,  to  replace  the  one 
which  was  there  for  many  years. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  is  a  matter  which 
comes  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  City  Mes- 
senger, City  Hall,  Boston. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALKS,  WARD   19. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  21,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  May  20,  1940,  concerning  the  construction  of 
sidewalks  on  Brewer  street,  Eliot  street,  Hubbard 
street,  Enfield  street,  Chestnut  avenue,  all  Ward  19, 
under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

June  1,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk.  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.    Hyland,   Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:     Construction    of    Sidewalks    on    Brewer 
Street,  Eliot  Street,  Hubbard  Street,  Enfield 
Street,  Chestnut  Avenue. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  construct  sidewalks 
on  the  above-named  streets,  Ward   19,  under  the 
W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

The  district  paving  foreman  has  been  requested 
to  install  bituminous  concrete  sidewalks  on  Brewer, 
Eliot  and  Hubbard  streets. 

Enfield  street  and  Chestnut  avenue  will  be  sub- 
mitted for  approval  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project  for  con- 
struction this  year. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALKS,    WARD   9. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  21,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  May  20.  1940,  concerning  the  constructing 
sidewalks  along  the  following-named  streets  in 
Ward  9  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction: 
Dudley  street,  from  Eliot  square  to  Washington 
street;  Juniper  street,  Thornton  street,  from  Guild 
street  to  Cedar  street;  Rockledge  street,  Linwood 
street,  Linwood  square,  Dorr  street. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

May  31,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George  G.   Hyland,   Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Construction    of    Sidewalks    under    the 
W.   P.  A.   Plan   of  Construction,   Ward  9,  in 
the  Following-named  Streets:  Dudley  Street, 
from    Eliot    Square    to    Washington    Street; 
Juniper  Street,  Thornton  Street,  from  Guild 
Street    to    Cedar    Street;    Rockledge    Street, 
Linwood      Street,      Linwood      Square,      Dorr 
Street. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner    of    Public    Works    construct    side- 
walks along  the  above-named  streets  in  Ward  9 
under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  work  is  under  con- 
sideration for  submission  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project 
this  year. 

Linwood  square,  however,  is  part  public  and 
part  private  and  only  the  public  portion  will  be 
submitted. 

George  G.  Hyland; 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING  OF  RESERVOIR  ROAD. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  21,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  June  3,  1940,  concerning  the  resurfacing 
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with  smooth   pavement  of  Reservoir  road,   Ward 
21,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

June  7,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor  s  Office. 
From   George   G.   Hyland,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Resurfacing  of  Reservoir  Road. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  with 
smooth  pavement  Reservoir  road,  Ward  21, 
under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  street  has  been 
submitted  for  approval  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project  for 
reconstruction  this  year. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


BOAT   PERMITS  AT   CHELSEA-MERIDIAN 
BRIDGE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  21,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  May  20,  1940,  concerning  the  discontinu- 
ing of  the  granting  of  permits  allowing  boats  to 
tie  up  at  the  Chelsea-Meridian  Bridge  for  an 
indefinite  period  of  time. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

June  12,  1940. 
-  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.   Doyle, — This  is  in  reference  to  the 
following  order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  May  20: 

"Ordered,   That  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner1 be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  discontinue  the  granting  of  permits 
allowing  boats  to  tie  up  at  the  Chelsea-Meridian 
Bridge  for  an  indefinite  period  of  time." 
No  permits  have  been  issued  by  this  department 
during   the   past   three   years  for  the  mooring  of 
boats  at  the   Meridian   Street   Bridge.     I  see  no 
particular  objection,   however,   to  allowing  boats 
to  moor  at  this  bridge,   as  long  as  they  do  not 
obstruct  the  passage  of  marine  traffic. 

In  view  of  the  circumstances,  I  see  no  necessity 
of  complying  with  the  provisions  of  the  order. 
Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING  OF  HAVERFORD    STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  21,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to. your  order 
of  June  3,  1940,  concerning  the  resurfacing  with 
smooth  pavement  of  Haverford  street,  Ward  1 1 , 
from  Montebello  road  to  Boylston  street,  under 
the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

June  12,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.    Hyland,   Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Resurfacing  of  Haverford  Street,  Ward  11, 
from  Montebello  Road  to  Boylston  Street. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  with 
smooth  pavement  the  above-named  street  under 
the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 


Please  be  advised  that  this  street  has  been  sub- 
mitted for  approval  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project  for  con- 
struction this  year. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALKS,   FREEPORT   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  21,    1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Re:  Ward  16  from  Old  Colony  Boulevard  to 
Neponset  Avenue. 
Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  May  20,  1940,  concerning  the  installation 
of  black  surface  sidewalks  at  the  above-mentioned 
locations  as  W.  P.  A.  projects. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

June  20,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.    Hyland,   Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:   Bituminous  Macadam  Sidewalks  on  Both 
Sides  of  Freeport  Street,  Ward  16,  from  Old 
Colony  Boulevard  to  Neponset  Avenue. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner     of     Public     Works     install     black 
surface  sidewalks  at  the  above-mentioned  location 
as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  work  is  under  con- 
sideration for  submission  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project 
this  year. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


"STOP"  SIGNS  ON  SUMMIT  AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  21,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  June  3,  1940,  concerning  the  erecting  "Stop" 
signs  on  Summit  avenue,  at  the  corner  of  Allston 
street,  Ward  21. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  June  12,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order  dated  June  3,  1940,  which  reads  as  follows: 
"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  'Stop'  signs  on  Summit  avenue,  at  the 
corner  of  Allston  street,  Ward  21." 

The  accident  record  at  this  intersection  shows 
that  there  was  one  accident  in  1936,  one  in  1937, 
one  in  1938,  two  in  1939,  and  up  to  date  in  1940, 
one  accident.  All  of  these  accidents  were  Auto 
vs.  Auto  and  were  caused  by  the  high  speed  of 
vehicles  through  the  intersection.  Persons  travel- 
ing through  this  intersection  arc  familiar  with 
conditions  and  it  is  our  belief  that  the  erection  of 
"Stop"  signs  would  not  control  the  type  of  persona 
who  speed  through  an  intersection  of  this  sort. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPAINTING    OF   CROSSWALKS    IN 
\Y  \HD   17. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  21,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 

Traffic    Commissioner   relative   to   your   order   of 

June   3,    1940,   concerning   the   repainting   of   all 

crosswalks  in  the  Ward    17  section  of  Dorchester. 

Respectfully, 

Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  June  12,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order  dated  June  3,  1940,  which  reads  as  follows: 
"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  re- 
paint all  crosswalks  in  the  Ward  17  section  of 
Dorchester." 

Due  to  weather  conditions  our  painting  program 
has  been  somewhat  delayed.  However,  the  cross- 
walks in  Ward  17  which  are  on  our  schedule  will  be 
painted  as  soon  as  possible. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC  CIRCLE,  KANE  SQUARE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  21,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 

Traffic   Commissioner   relative   to   your    order   of 

June  3,  1940,  concerning  the  installation  of  a  rotary 

traffic  system  at  Kane  square,  Ward  15,  Dorchester. 

Respectfully, 

Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  June  12,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Mr.    Mayor, — This    is    to    acknowledge 
receipt  of  Council  order  dated  June  3,  1940,  which 
reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
a  rotary  traffic  system  at  Kane  square,  Ward  15, 
Dorchester." 

The  engineers  of  this  commission  do  not  believe 
that  rotary  traffic  could  be  installed  in  Kane 
square  because  of  the  position  of  the  present  island 
and  the  fact  that  the  street  cars  run  in  both  di- 
rections on  one  side  of  this  island. 

Respectfully    yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


CROSSING  LINES,  WINTER  AND  BOWDOIN 
STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  21,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order  of 
May  20,  1940,  concerning  the  painting  of  white 
crossing  lines  at  the  corner  of  Winter  and  Bowdoin 
streets,  Ward  15,  Dorchester. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  June  6,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order  dated  May  20,  1940,  which  reads  as  follows: 
"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  paint 
white  crossing  lines  at  the  corner  of  Winter  and 
Bowdoin  streets,  Ward  15,  Dorchester." 

I  have  issued  orders  to  paint  the  crosswalks 
requested. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC  SIGNS  NEAR  INSTITUTION  FOR 
THE   BLIND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  24,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order  of 
June  3,  1940,  concerning  the  erection  of  signs  in 


the  vicinity  of  G,  H  and  Fourth  streets,  notifying 
autoists  of  their  nearness  to  the  Institute  for  the 
Blind. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  June  21,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Mr.   Mayor, — This   will   acknowledge   re- 
ceipt of  Council  order  dated  June  3,   1940,  which 
reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  erect 
signs  in  the  vicinity  of  H,  G  and  Fourth  streets, 
notifying  autoists  of  their  nearness  to  the  Institute 
for  the  Blind." 

I  have  issued  orders  to  erect  two  signs  in  East 
Fourth  street,  South  Boston,  bearing  the  legend 
"Blind  People." 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALKS,   MALCOLM   ROAD. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  21,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  June  3,  1940,  concerning  the  installation 
of  tar  sidewalks  along  Malcolm  road,  Ward  19, 
under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 
Respectfully. 
Maurice  J.  Tobin.  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
June  7,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    George   G.    Hyland,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Malcolm  Road  (Tar  Sidewalks). 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  install  tar  side- 
walks along  Malcolm  road,  Ward  19,  under  the 
W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  work  will  be  sub- 
mitted for  approval  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project  to  be 
done  this  year. 

George  G.  Hyland. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


BUREAU   OF   AMERICANIZATION. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  15,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — For  the  purpose  of  being  of  some 
assistance  to  persons  who  are  aliens,  but  eligible 
for  citizenship,  and  for  the  purpose  of  making 
sayings  in  relief  expenditures  of  close  to  half  a 
million  dollars  yearly,  I  have  decided  to  establish 
a  Bureau  of  Americanization,  to  work  under  my 
direction. 

The  efforts  of  this  Bureau  will  be  to  provide 
information  and  assistance  to  all  persons  who  are 
eligible  for  citizenship,  but  more  especially  the 
Bureau  will  attempt  to  have  naturalized  all  aliens 
now  receiving  dependent  aid  from  the  city.  At 
the  present  time  there  are  1,985  such  aliens  o\er 
the  age  of  sixty-five.  If  naturalized,  these  aliens 
become  eligible  for  Old  Age  Assistance  with  the 
consequence  that,  instead  of  the  city  government 
bearing  the  full  relief  cost  of  these  individuals,  it 
will  be  required  to  furnish  only  one  sixth  of  the 
amount  granted  them  under  Old  Age  Assistance 
requirements.  The  saving  to  the  city  would  be 
approximately  S470.000  annually  if  all  of  these 
aliens  were  naturalized. 

In  my  opinion,  it  is  imperative  that  a  separate 
Bureau  be  set  up  at  this  crucial  hour  in  international 
affairs  which  will  not  only  give  assistance  to 
established  naturalization  agencies,  but  which 
will  also  enable  our  city  to  effect  substantial 
savings  in  relief  costs.  I  believe  this  Bureau  will, 
many  times  over,  offset  its  cost  to  the  city. 
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I  respectfully  recommend  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order  for  a  transfer  of  $7,500  from  the 
Contingent  Fund  to  the  Bureau  of  Americani- 
zation. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $7,500  be,  and  hereby 
is,  transferred  from  the  Contingent  Fund  to  the 
appropriation  for  Bureau  of  Americanization,  to 
be  expended  by  said  Bureau,  under  the  direction 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of  its 
duties. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ATTENDANCE  OF  MAYOR  OR  HEALTH 
COMMISSIONER  AT  MEETING  OF 
CITY   COUNCIL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  order  of 
June  10,  1940,  requesting  that  under  the  provisions 
of  section  7  of  the  amended  City  Charter  of  1909, 
either  I  or  the  Health  Commissioner  attend  the 
next  meeting  of  the  City  Council  and  answer 
questions  set  forth  in  the  order. 

It  is  hardly  open  to  dissent  that  the  purpose 
of  the  section  was  to  cover  a  situation  which 
might  possibly  arise  where  a  Mayor  and  City 
Council  were  antagonistic  rather  than  harmonious, 
and  the  Mayor  was  withholding  from  the  Council 
information  to  which  they  were  entitled  in  order 
to  perform  their  duties  as  the  legislative  branch 
of  the  city  government. 

It  follows  that  the  invocation  of  such  a  power 
by  the  Council  is  a  serious  and  grave  proceeding 
and  is  hardly  warranted  except  in  a  situation  such 
as  I  have  indicated. 

1  Since  I  have  been  Mayor  many  hundreds  of 
orders  have  been  passed  by  the  City  Council 
requesting  information  on  departmental  matters 
and  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain  from  the  records 
no  such  order  has  gone  unanswered,  although  in 
many  instances  the  objection  could  be  made  that 
the  passage  of  such  orders  was  in  violation  of 
section  8  of  the  Charter  which  prohibits  the  City 
Council  from  taking  part  directly  or  indirectly  in 
the  conduct  of  the  executive  or  administrative 
business  of  the  city  or  county,  or  in  the  employment 
of  labor. 

I  am  not  in  sympathy  with  any  rigid  enforce- 
ment of  this  section,  as  I  believe  it  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  public  for  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  to  work  together  rather  than  to  deal  at 
arm's  length. 

The  order  before  me,  of  June  10,  is  entirely 
different  in  character  from  the  usual  order. 

The  Health  Commissioner  has  issued  a  certain 
circular  instructing  his  employees  as  to  their 
proper  conduct  under  certain  circumstances,  and 
has  also  granted  a  license  for  the  killing  of  fowls 
at  1 1  Lewis  street. 

His  action  was  taken  in  the  discharge  of  his 
administrative  and  executive  duties  as  Health 
Commissioner  and  in  the  exercise  of  his  judgment. 

Your  order  requests  that  either  the  Mayor  or 
the  Health  Commissioner  present  himself  before 
the  City  Council  and  subject  himself  to  an  in- 
quisition as  to  the  reasons  why  such  action  was 
taken. 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  a  more  direct  and . 
flagrant  violation  of  section  8  of  the  City  Charter. 

Aside  from  that  aspect  of  the  subject  the  City 
Council  has  presumably  lost  sight  of  the  fact 
that  the  right  to  resort  to  the  procedure  provided 
in  section  7  of  the  Charter  is  restricted  to  matters 
within  their  jurisdiction  and  neither  of  the  matters 
set  forth  in  the  order  came  within  that  restriction. 

In  connection  with  these  matters  it  also  appears 
from  the  verbatim  report  of  the  proceedings  that 
various  charges  and  insinuations  have  been  made 
on  the  floor  of  the  Council  reflecting  on  the  execu- 
tive branch  of  the  city  government.  If  the  Council 
considers  these  allegations  to  have  any  reasonable 
basis  in  fact  they  should  not  be  permitted  to 
remain  on  their  records  unchallenged.  While  the 
Council  itself  has  not  the  power  to  investigate 
them,  they  should  at  least  call  them  to  the  attention 
of  the  proper  investigating  body,  the  Finance 
Commission. 


For  these  several  reasons  I  am  impelled  to 
decline  to  appear  before  the  City  Council,  or  to 
direct  the  Health  Commissioner  to  so  appear,  in 
answer  to  this  particular  order. 

This  communication  is  written  in  no  spirit  of 
contention,  and  the  Council  may  be  assured  that 
I  have  every  intention  to  continue,  as  I  have  for 
over  two  years,  to  consult  with  them,  either 
formally  or  informally,  individually  or  as  a  body, 
at  all  times  when  such  consultation  may  appear 
to  be  in  the  public  interest. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 

Coun.    COFFEY— Mr.   President,    may    I   ask 

unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement? 

Chairman  WARD — Mr.  Coffey  asks  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement.  Any  objection? 
The  Chair  hears  none. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  think  it  was 
a  month  ago  today  when  I  first  came  in  here  and 
filed  an  order  asking  that  the  Bar  Association 
make  an  investigation  of  certain  attorneys  who 
handled  this  permit  that  was  granted  at  11  Lewis 
street  in  East  Boston.  My  charges  at  the  time 
were  the  same  as  my  charges  are  today,  and  I 
claim  that  $2,000  in  graft  was  paid  for  that  permit. 
At  the  time  I  brought  Doctor  Mullowney's  name 
into  it.  Doctor  Mullowney,  who  I  told  you  at 
that  time  I  had  a  conversation  with,  said  that  in 
the  final  analysis  Doctor  Watts  signed  the  permit. 
I  put  in  an  order  asking  investigation  by  the  Bar 
Association.  I  also  filed  an  order  asking  for  an 
investigation  to  be  conducted  by  the  Finance 
Commission.  Two  weeks  ago  in  Executive  at 
the  request  of  the  other  members  of  the  Council, 
and  especially  the  chairman  of  Executive,  I  was 
asked  to  file  this  order  requesting;  the  Mayor  to 
come  down  here,  and  in  the  event  that  the  Mayor 
wouldn't  come  down  and  answer  these  charges 
that  the  Board  of  Health  Commissioner,  Doctor 
Watts,  should  come  down.  Now,  the  answer  we 
got  back  from  the  Mayor  was  that  we  have  no 
authority  whatsoever  to  summons  in  any  of  the 
department  heads.  In  fact,  I  think  there  was 
another  order  submitted  here  by  the  councilor 
from  Ward  14,  asking  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner to  come  down  and  give  us  a  list  of  the 
trucks  and  the  owners  of  the  trucks,  and  also  a 
list  of  those  who  had  received  any  work  during 
the  last  snow  investigation.  Well,  of  course,  we 
have  not  even  received  an  answer  on  that  up  to 
today.  Now,  I  say  that  something  should  be  done 
about  this.  I  openly  named  three  attorneys  whom 
I  claim  received  $2,000  in  graft.  I  was  told  by  the 
man  who  received  this  permit  for  the  slaughter 
house  that  I  was  supposed  to  have  been  taken 
care  of  by  the  Mayor's  office,  that  I  was  sup- 
posed to  have  my  "cut"  down  there.  Of  eourse, 
that  is  really  one  reason  why  I  asked  for  this 
investigation.  Another  is,  why  didn't  Doctor 
Watts  give  a  permit  to  a  man  named  Matthew 
Rachier  who  had  been  in  East  Boston  for  over 
twenty-five  years?  Instead,  he  grants  it  to  this 
firm  who  comes  in  from  Canton,  and  we  know  that 
firm's  permit  was  revoked  by  this  Doctor  Watts 
when  he  was  operating  a  slaughter  house  down  in 
Commercial  street  in  the  North  End  of  Boston, 
and  that  permit  was  only  taken  away  from  him 
last  September,  which  shows  the  man  was  unfit 
and  that  he  was  running  an  unsanitary  place  at 
the  time,  and  still  they  see  fit  to  give  the  man  a 
permit  to  go  into  my  ward  and  open  up  a  slaughter 
house  in  that  district.  I  think  it  is  not  fair  and  I 
am  going  to  introduce  today  another  order  asking 
for  investigation  by  the  Finance  Commission.  I 
think  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  statement  was 
sent  clown  from  the  Mayor's  office  the  members 
should  come  along  and  allow  the  Finance  Com- 
mission to  investigate  this  permit. 


APPROPRIATION     FROM     GEORGE     S. 
PARKMAN   FUND. 

The  following  was  received; 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  21,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  Hie  attached 
communication  from  the  Hoard  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners requesting  i he  transfer  of  the  sum  of 
$35,000  from  the  income  of  the  f'.eorge  F.  Parkman 
Fund  to  the  Maintenance  and  Improvement  <>f  the 
Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on  January 
12,  1887. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


I  submit  herewith  an  appropriation  order  and 
respectfully  recommend  its  passage  by  your 
Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  June  18,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — By  vote  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners you  are  respectfully  asked  to  request  the 
City  Council  to  transfer  from  the  income  of  the 
George  F.  Parkman  Fund  the  sum  of  $35,000 
which  is  now  available,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  as 
follows: 

Common    and    Parks    in    Existence    on 
January  12,  1887,  Maintenance  and 

Improvement  of $35,000 

When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  for  the 
year  1940  a  sum  equal  to  the  total  yearly  income 
of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  was  deducted 
from  Item  A-l,  Permanent  Employee,  with  the 
understanding  that  this  deduction  was  to  be 
replaced  by  the  total  yearly  income  of  said  Parkman 
Fund  for  1940,  to  be  transferred  as  it  accrued  from 
time  to  time  during  the  year  to  the  regular  mainte- 
nance appropriation  of  the  Park  Department. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  S-35,000  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the  George  F. 
Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for  the  Maintenance 
and    Improvement  of  the  Common  and  Parks  in 
Existence  on  January  12,  1887,  as  follows: 
Common    and    Parks    in    Existence    on 
January  12,  1887,  Maintenance  and 
Improvement  of $35,000 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Mary  E.  Benedict,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  near  North  Station. 

Henry  P.  Bertocchi,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  employee  of 
Sanitary  Division. 

John  F.  Devins,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  ball  thrown  from  John  Doherty 
Playground. 

Michael  J.  Foran,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  101  McBride 
street. 

Thomas  J.  Greehan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  cart. 

John  F.  Horgan,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execution 
issued  against  him. 

Gordon  J.  Hubley,  for  refund  on  building  permit. 

Carmela  Innella,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Columbia  road, 
South  Boston. 

Robert  A.  Maher,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

John  F.  McCarthy,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

James  E.  McDonald,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execu- 
tion issued  against  him. 

James  E.  McDonald,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execu- 
tion issued  against  him. 

Louis  and  Mary  Mirisola,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Columbia 
road,    South    Boston. 

Agnes  Podolski,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Centre  street. 

Leah  P.  Shepard,  for  refund  on  soft  drink  license. 

Bessie  Sherman,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  55  Auburn  street,  caused  by  accumula- 
tion of  water. 

George  F.  Sweeney,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

Benjamin  M.  White,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  car. 


Licenses. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway,  to  operate  motor 
vehicles  over  Columbia  road  and  other  streets. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway,  to  operate  motor 
vehicles  from  a  point  on  Columbia  road  near  the 
Columbia  Station  of  the  Dorchester  Rapid  Transit 
Extension  and  junction  of  Blue  Hill  avenue  and 
West   Cottage  street,  etc. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway,  to  operate  motor 
vehicles  between  a  point  on  Columbia  road  near 
the  Columbia  Station  of  the  Dorchester  Rapid 
Transit  Extension  and  junction  of  Columbia  road 
and  Blue  Hill  avenue,  to  Traffic  Circle  at  junction 
of  Columbia  road  and  Old  Colony  Boulevard,  etc. 

Modern  Bus  Lines,  Inc.,  to  operate  motor 
vehicles  from  Boston-Dedham  line  to  Forest  Hills 
Elevated    Station. 

F.  L.  R.  Francisco,  for  driveway  opening  at 
251-259   Atlantic   avenue. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Margaret  M.  Walsh  to  be  paid  an 
annuity  on  account  of  the  death  of  her  husband, 
Francis  P.  Walsh,  late  member  of  the  Fire 
Department. 

Petition  of  Doris  R.  Roberts  for  children  under 
fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at  Recital  Hall  on 
Saturday  evening,  June  29,  1940. 

Petition  of  Madeleine  A.  Carew  for  children 
to  appear  at  Conservatory  Hall  on  June  28,  1940. 

Petition  of  Florence  Hamilton  for  children  to 
appear  at  Steinert  Hall  on  June  25,   1940. 

Petition  of  Ethel  M.  Gegan  for  children  to 
appear  at  Whitten  Hall  on  June  25,  1940. 

Petition  of  Esther  Lyons  for  children  to  appear 
at   Lithgow  Hall  on  June  17  and  18,   1940. 


PVRTIAL   REPORT   OF   BOSTON   FINANCE 
COMMISSION  RE   POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  June  19,  1940. 
Hon.   Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Honorable  Sir, — The  police  cost  in  Boston  has 
been  a  topic  of  controversy  for  many  years.  Some 
people,  individuals  and  organizations,  impressed 
by  Boston's  eminence  in  national  comparison  of 
police  costs,  frequently  demand  reduction.  Police 
administrators,  on  the  other  hand,  periodically 
call  for  more  men.  More  men  obviously  mean 
greater   cost. 

The  proponents  of  reduction  argue  that  the 
automobile,  the  radio  and  many  other  conven- 
iences produced  by  modern  science  make  pos- 
sible more  police  work  with  less  men  and  less  cost. 
They  point  out,  however,  that  police  costs  have 
increased  rather  than  been  reduced,  and  claim 
that  there  have  been  no  changes  in  area  or  popu- 
lation to  warrant  it.  On  the  other  hand,  the  pro- 
ponents of  expansion  argue  that  the  automobile, 
the  radio  and  the  many  other  modern  conven- 
iences, plus  the  depression,  have  greatly  in- 
creased the  police  work.  They  also  point  to  200 
unfilled  positions  in  the  roster  of  the  department, 
the  accumulation  of  vacancies  caused  by  death 
or  retirement. 

Since  the  Police  Department  pay  roll  requires 
approximately  $,3,000,000  annual  appropriation, 
and  is  exceeded  only  by  the  School  Department 
pay  roll,  a  substantial  reduction  would  mean 
much  in  tax  rate  computations;  but  if  200  men, 
the  number  asked  for  by  the  Police  Commissioner, 
were  added  to  the  number  in  the  Police  Depart- 
ment on  January  1,  the  pay  roll  rate  increase 
would  be  $320,000  in  the  first  year  of  appointment, 
and.  as  the  200  reach  seniority,  the  increased  rate 
would  be   approximately  $400,000. 

The  commission  has  noted  that  you  have 
already  acceded  to  the  Police  Commissioner's 
request  to  the  extent  of  30  men,  with  a  promise 
of  60  more  to  come,  and  that  there  has  been  some 
adverse  criticism  of  this  concession.  The  pay- 
roll rate  has,  therefore,  already  been  increased 
$48,000.  Eventually  this  will  become  $60,000. 
If  the  promised  60  appointments  are  added  later, 
it  will  mean  a  further  initial  rate  increase  of  $96,000 
with  a  maximum  to  be  reached  later  of  $120,000, 
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making  a  grand  total  rate  increase  of  $180,000  to 
which  the  plan  to  add  90  men  in  1940  commits  the 
city.  This  increased  rate  will  presumably  more 
firmly  entrench  Boston  near  the  top  of  the  com- 
parisons of  police  cost  in  the  large  cities  of  the 
country. 

The  Finance  Commission  has  attempted  to 
find  the  reason  for  Boston's  lofty  position  in  the 
national  comparison  of  police  costs;  and  to  find 
out  if  Boston  needs  any  more  men  in  the  Police 
Department. 

The  question  as  to  whether  or  not  this  position 
is  justifiable,  or,  in  simpler  language,  whether  or 
not  Boston  has  too  few  or  too  many  policemen, 
cannot  be  so  easily  approached  as  can  the  question 
of  whether  or  not  the  city  has  too  many  or  too  few 
clerks  or  laborers  or  artisans.  Most  other  mu- 
nicipal services  can  be  expanded  or  contracted  as 
the  public  pocketbook  requires.  The  compelling 
reason  for  the  creation  of  many  of  them  was  to 
provide  a  service  which  added  to  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  the  people.  Many  of  them  can  be 
eliminated  or  curtailed  arbitrarily  without  great 
public  suffering.  The  police  services,  however, 
must  continue  and  must  be  adequate  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  people  and  their  property. 

Importance  of  Police  Fokce  in  Ordinary  Life 
of  City. 

In  the  beginning,  therefore,  it  is  well  to  consider 
the  importance  of  a  police  force  to  any  community. 
The  maintenance  of  public  order  is  vitally  neces- 
sary to  the  common  well-being.  To  guarantee 
to  the  individual  the  exercise  of  whatever  rights  a 
sovereign  government  bestows  upon  its  people, 
the  first  agency  set  up  by  that  government  must 
be  a  body  or  a  group  whose  duty  it  is  to  enforce 
the  mandates  of  the  government  —  and  to  protect 
it  —  and  to  preserve  order.  A  nation  usually  has 
its  army  for  that  purpose;  a  province,  colony,  or 
state,  has  its  constabulary;  a  municipality  has  its 
own  local  police  force. 

To  the  city  or  township,  which  has  been  set 
apart  for  the  administration  of  the  governmental 
functions,  police  protection  is  an  elementary  public 
service.  Orderly  development  and  use  of  all 
other  public  services  are  dependent  upon  it.  The 
safeguarding  of  individual  life,  the  guarantee  of 
personal  liberty,  the  opportunity  to  seek  and 
obtain  rightful  happiness  depend  on  the  function- 
ing of  an  authoritative  force  which  can  and  must 
maintain  orderly  relations  among  the  inhabitants. 
The  peaceful  exercise  of  the  daily  practices  of 
commerce  and  industry  depend  upon  police 
protection. 

The  responsibility  of  the  ordinary  policeman 
.  cannot  be  overestimated.  It  is  greater  than  that 
of  the  ordinary  member  of  an  army,  or  of  a  con- 
stabulary, or  indeed  of  almost  any  other  public 
employee.  Though  the  policeman  must  enforce 
laws  which  others  have  made,  he  exercises  his  own 
judgment  and  discretion  at  all  times  in  such  en- 
forcement. He  must  decide  for  himself  his  course 
of  action  in  the  majority  of  the  incidents  of  his 
work. 

The  policeman  has  greater  contact  with  the 
people  than  have  any  other  of  the  paid  servants  of 
the  public.  His  work  requires  him  to  be  where 
the  people  are  most  numerous,  where  property 
is  most  valuable,  and  where  the  dangers  and 
hazards  in  ordinary  business  and  social  inter- 
course are  greatest.  It  is  his  duty  not  only  to 
watch  the  people  themselves  carefully,  but  to 
watch  their  property  and  their  possessions.  He 
is  expected  to  suspect  the  dangerous  and  criminally- 
minded,  and  to  protect  the  innocent  and  law- 
abiding.  And  yet  all  his  responsibility  does  not 
relate  exclusively  to  law  enforcement.  The 
preservation  of  the  public  safety  in  every  way  is 
in  many  respects  his  responsibility.  It  can  be 
said  that  there  is  no  other  branch  of  the  public 
service  so  necessary  to  peaceful,  orderly  existence 
as  the  police  service. 

A  policeman  must  be  ready  to  serve  the  people, 
as  occasion  demands,  for  long  or  short  periods  of 
sunshine,  or  rain,  cold  or  heat  or  hunger.  He 
must  be  impervious  to  shock  and  strain;  must 
be  courageous  and  cool  in  the  face  of  danger; 
must  have  considerable  knowledge  of  laws  and 
ordinances;  must  be  able  to  apply  first  aid  treat- 
ment to  persons  injured  in  accidents  or  other 
violent  actions,  or  incapacitated  by  sudden  col- 
lapse; must  have  knowledge  of  court  procedure, 
particularly  as  to  the  strict  requirements  in  the 


matter  of  presenting  evidence  in  the  courts;  and 
must  be  calm,  tactful,  and  discreet  at  all  times  in 
the  performance  of  his  duty.  Often  the  life, 
liberty  or  the  happiness  of  an  individual  or  of 
groups  of  individuals  depend  upon  the  word  or 
act  of  an  ordinary  policeman. 

Difficulty  in  Determining  What  Constitutes 
Proper  Police  Cost. 
There  is  no  yardstick  by  which  the  proper  size 
and  cost  of  a  police  service  can  be  determined. 
A  high  official  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investi- 
gation which,  presumably,  has  more  knowledge 
and  information  on  crime  conditions  generally  in 
the  countrj'  than  any  other  agency,  and  comes  in 
contact  with  police  service  everywhere,  made  the 
statement  to  representatives  of  the  Finance 
Commission  at  the  beginning  of  this  study  that 
"it  is  distinctly  the  local  conditions  which  de- 
termine the  proper  size  and  cost";  that  "what 
might  be  proper  for  one  city  might  be  totally 
inadequate  for  another";  and  that  "the  results 
obtained  in  crime  prevention  must  be  considered 
in  any  appraisal  of  the  size  and  cost." 

Scope  of  Investigation. 

In  the  absence,  therefore,  of  any  tried  and 
reliable  method  of  determining  what  the  cost 
should  be  in  Boston,  the  commission  has  first 
analyzed  the  situation  in  these  two  ways: 

First,  \  taking  the  size  and  cost  in  1912  as  a 
basis,  the  commission  has  compared  the  relative 
cost  of  police,  school  and  all  other  municipal 
services  from  1912  periodically  to  the  present 
time. 

Next,  the  commission  has  analyzed  the  national 
comparisons  which  are  so  freely  ^quoted  to  prove 
Boston  police  costs  are  too  great. 

Extent  of  First  Report. 
This  report  will  deal  only  with  the  relative'  cost 
of  police  service  in  Boston  and  the  comparison  of 
police  cost  with  police  costs  in  other  large  cities. 

Basis  of  Comparison. 
The  commission  has  taken  as  its  starting  point 
the  year  1912.  Any  comparative  figures  prior  to 
that  time  would  have  had  to  have  been  adjusted 
on  account  of  a  difference  in  area,  the  last  addition 
to  the  city  having  occurred  in  that  year  when 
Hyde  Park  was  annexed. 

Factors  Compared. 
The  size  of  a  city,  its  population,  and  the  wealth 
or  value  of  the  property  which  the  police  must 
protect  are  generally  conceded  to  be  the  three  most 
important  factors  upon  which  comparative  police 
costs  should  be  considered. 

Area  of  Boston. 
The  area  of  the  city  has  remained  unchanged 
since  Hyde  Park  was  annexed  in  1912.  After 
that  annexation  the  area  was  computed  officially 
to  be  27,612  acres  of  land,  1,548  acres  of  flats,  and 
1,137  acres  of  water,  making  a  total  of  30,295 
acres.  In  square  mileage  this  amounted  to 
4.3.1  square  miles  of  land,  2;4  square  miles  of  flats 
and  1.8  square  miles  of  water.  In  the  most 
recently  published  Municipal  Register  the  area 
of  the  city  is  given  as  30,598  acres  of  land,  Hats 
and  water.  It  may  be  accepted,  despite  this 
discrepancy  in  the  official  figures,  that  the  area 
of  Boston  today  is  the  same  as  it  was  in  1912. 
Usually,  in  the  comparison  of  Boston  statistics 
with  those  of  other  cities,  the  area  of  the  city  is 
given  as  approximately  48  square  miles. 

Population  of  Boston. 
In  the  meantime  there  has  been  substantial 
growth  in  population.  The  estimated  population 
in  1912,  compiled  officially,  was  711,128.  The 
estimated  population  compiled  officially  in  1939 
was  811,816.  There  has  been,  therefore,  an 
increase  of  14  per  cent  in  the  population  of  the 
city  since  1912. 

Wealth  of  Boston. 
The  value  of   taxable  property  in   Boston,   real 
and  personal,   as  fixed   for  municipal   purpose 
1912,    was  81,489,608,820.     In   1939   the  value  of 
taxable   property    sraa   jl    .24,808,000,   an  increase 
of  2.3  per  cent. 
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Section  I. —  The  Relation  of  the  Total  Police  Cost  to  the  Cost  of  Other  Services. 
The  following  comparisons  of  police  costs  by  year,  periodically,  and  the  relation  of  the  police  cost  to 
the  costs  of  the  other  major  municipal  services  are  offered: 


Payments  from  Regular  Department  Appropriations.* 

Year. 

Police. 

Schools. 

All  Others. 

Total. 

1912 

$2,341,678 
2,685,432 
3,702,037 
5,166,086 
0,111,278 
5,771,456 
5,881,872 

$5,119,857 
6,065,656 
9,897,928 
15,118,502 
17,008,712 
17,027,510 
10,432,115 

$12,081,887 
13,093,345 
19,178,423 
25,150,939 
30,487,000 
37,268,577 
36,308,269 

$19,543,422 
21,844,433 
32,778,388 
45,441.527 
53,607,590 
60,067,543 
58,022,256 

1915 

1920 

1926 

1930 

1935 

1939 

♦Figures  from  all  years  except  1939  taken  from  table  marked  "Payments  from  Regular  Department 
Appropriations,"  in  the  City  Auditor's  annual  reports  of  the  years  cited.  1939  figures  obtained  from  auditor's 
office. 

The  above  table  reveals  that  during  this  period  payments  for  the  services  compared  increased  as  follows: 


Police. 

Schools. 

All  Others. 

Total. 

Total  increase 

$3,540,194 

151.1% 

$11,312,258 
220.9% 

$24,220,382 
200.5% 

$39,078,834 
199.9% 

It  is  not  within  the  purpose  of  this  report  to  analyze  and  explain  the  reasons  for  the  increase  in  school 
cost,  or  in  the  cost  of  other  services.  The  above  summation  is  offered  simply  to  show  what  the  police  cost 
increase  has  actually  been  in  comparison  with  the  whole  cost  of  municipal  maintenance,  with  school  cost, 
and  with  the  cost  of  services  other  than  police  and  school,  at  various  times  in  the  twenty-eight  years  under 
consideration. 

The  proportion  of  the  police  cost  to  the  other  costs  mentioned  has  decreased  substantially  in  the  period 
compared.  Yet  the  advance  in  police  cost  has  far  outstripped  the  growth  in  population  and  valuation,  and, 
as  stated  above,  the  area  has  remained  unchanged. 

The  following  percentage  table  Bhowe  al  seven  periods  in  the  last  twenty-eight  years  the  proportion 
which  each  of  the  particular  services  under  consideration  bore  to  the  whole  cost  of  regular  service  in  those 
years. 


Year. 

o 
o 
J3 

CO 
CD 
— 

o 

< 

1912 

11.98% 
12.29 
11.29 
11.36 
11.40 
9.60 
10.03 

26.19% 

27.77 

30.20 

33.27 

31.72 

28.35 

28.03 

61.83% 

1915 

59.94 

1920 

58.51 

1926 

55.37 

1930 

56.88 

1935 

62.05 

1939 

61.94 

The  proportion  of  the  police  cost  to  the  whole 
lias  become  gradually  less  and  is  finally  approxi- 
mately two  per  cent  less  in  1939  than  it  was  in 
1912.  On  the  other  hand,  the  school  cost  in  1939 
absorbed  approximately  two  per  cent  more  of  the 
whole.  The  cost  of  all  other  services  after  a  long 
period  of  decline  has  come  back  during  the  depres- 
sion era  to  the  1912  level. 

The  Boston  Police  Department  was  generally 
believed  to  be  well  and  economically  administered 
in  1912,  but  it  would  appear  from  the  above 
analysis  that  at  the  present  time  the  cost  of  polic- 
ing the  city  is  relatively  less  than  it  was  in  1912. 

The  Relation  of  the  Police  Pat  Roll  to  the 

Pay    Rolls    for    the    Other    Municipal 

Services. 

The  issue  which  has  been  raised  in  regard  to  the 

police  situation  relates  specifically  to  the  pay  roll 

cost  of  the  Police  Department.     It  is  of  interest, 

therefore,   to  show  how  the  pay  roll  cost  of  the 

Police    Department    has    changed    in    comparison 

with  the  pay  roll  cost  of  other  services. 


Pay  Roll  Cost. 


Year. 


Police.* 


Schools.* 


All  Others .* 


Total. 


1912. 
1915. 
1920. 
1926. 
1930. 
1935. 
1939. 


$2,022,942 
2,324,107 
3,054,127 
4,383,012 
5,266,039 
4,899,192 
5,031,346 


$4,176,697 
4,941,903 
7,729,458 
12,086,332 
13,961,939 
14,623,175 
14,602,665 


$6,503,863 
6,998,750 
10,572,970 
14,784,303 
16,938,393 
16,369,162 
15,876,338 


$12,703,502 
14,264,760 
21,356,555 
31,253,647 
36,166,371 
35,891,529 
35,510,349 


*  Figures  taken  from  annual  reports  of  City  Auditor. 
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It  develops  from  the  foregoing  table  that  the 
police  pay  roll  in  1912  was  15.9  per  cent  of  the 
pay  roll  for  all  regular  municipal  service,  but  in 
1939  the  police  pay  roll  had  become  only  14.1 
per  cent  of  the  entire  pay  roll  for  regular  municipal 
service;  and  it  may  be  seen  by  deduction  from  the 
immediately  foregoing  table  and  the  table  of  total 


costs  of  services  given  earlier  that  the  police  pay 
roll  in  1912  was  86.3  per  cent  of  the  total  police 
cost,  but  in  1939  the  police  pay  roll  was  only 
85.5  per  cent  of  the  total  police  cost. 

In  the  period  compared,  the  amount  of  the  in- 
crease in  pay  roll  cost  in  dollars  and  in  percentage 
is  as  follows: 


1912-1939. 

Police. 

Schools. 

All  Others. 

Total. 

$3,008,404 
148.7% 

$10,425,968 
249.6% 

$9,372,475 
144.1% 

$22,806,847 
179.5% 

Comparing  the  increase  in  the  pay  roll  cost  of  each  of  these  services  with  the  increase  in  the  whole  cost 
of  them  produces  the  following  results: 


1912-1939. 

Police. 

Schools. 

All  Others. 

Total. 

148.7% 
151.1 

249.6% 
220.9 

144.1% 
200.5 

179.5% 

199.9 

It  is  apparent  from  the  foregoing  analyses  that  the  increased  police  cost  has  been  due  to  the  increase  in 
pay  roll,  but  the  proportion  which  the  police  pay  roll  bore  to  the  whole  pay  roll  of  city  service  in  1939  has 
become  less  than  it  was  in  1912. 

The  Relation  of  the  Number  of  Employees  in  the  Police  Department  to  the  Number  in  Other 

Services. 
Number  of  Employees  (as  of  June  1).* 


Year. 

Police. 

Schools. 

All  Others. 

Total. 

1912 

1,615 
1,729 
1,920 
2,202' 
2,459 
2,333 
2,380 

3,802 
4,186 
4,865 
5,960 
6,748 
6,644 
6,242 

8,248 

8,397 

8,426 

9,643 

10,360 

11,283 

10,458' 

13,665 

1915 

14,312 

1920 

15,011 

1926 

17,805 

1930 

19,567 

20,260 

1939 

19,080 

;  As  taken  from  list  annually  compiled  by  City  Auditor. 


The  increase  in  number  of  employees  and  in 
percentage  of  employees  in  the  period  compared 
is  as  follows: 


Number. 
Per  cent. 


Police. 


765 
47.3% 


Schools. 


2,440 
64.1% 


All 
Others. 


Total. 


2,210       5,415 
26.7%    39.6% 


The  relation  of  the  percentage  of  increase  in 
pay  roll  cost  to  the  percentage  of  increase  in 
number  of  employees  is: 


Per   cent  increase  in 
total  pay 


Per   cent   increase   in 
numbers 


Police. 


148.7% 
47.3 


Schools. 


249.6% 
64.1 


All 
Others. 


144.1% 
26.7 


The  average  pay  of  the  employees  of  the  services  compared  and  the  percentage  of  increase  since  1912 
is  here  shown: 


Year. 

Police. 

Schools. 

All  Others. 

Average  for 
All  Groups. 

1912. ..                       

$1,252 

2,114 

68.8% 

$1,098 

2,339 

113.0% 

$788 

1,518 

92.6% 

$929 

1,861 

100.3% 
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The  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  these  figures 
are  substantially  as  follows: 

The  total  of  regular  department  appropriations 
almost  exactly  tripled  in  the  twenty-eight  years 
under  review,  the  appropriation  for  the  schools 
more  than  tripled,  while  that  for  the  police  went 
up  only  two  and  a  half  times.  The  total  number 
of  employees  in  all  regular  departments  increased 
about  40  per  cent,  and  their  average  pay  has 
doubled.  The  total  number  of  employees  in  the 
School  Department  increased  a  little  less  than  two 
thirds  and   their  average  rate  of  pay   more   than 


doubled.  The  total  number  of  employees  in  the 
Police  Department  increased  a  little  less  than  half 
and  the  average  pay  increased  about  70  per  cent. 
The  total  number  of  employees  in  all  other  depart- 
ments increased  by  somewhat  more  than  a  fourth 
and  the  average  pay  increased  92.6  per  cent. 

Comparison   ok  Per  Capita  Cost.    • 
Here  is  offered  a  comparison  of  the  per  capita 
cost  of  the  police  service  in  Boston  with  the  per 
capita  costs  of  other  Boston  services: 


Per  Capita  Cost. 


Year. 


1912 
1915 
1920 
1926 
1930 
1935 
1939 


Populai  ion, 

Police. 

Schools, 

All  Others.t 

711,128 

S3  29 

$7  20 

tie  98 

721,344* 

3  72 

S  41 

18  15 

748,888 

4  94 

13  22 

25  60 

768,760 

6  72 

19  67 

32  72 

782,008 

7  81 

21  75 

38  98 

798,568 

7  23 

21    32 

40  6u 

S11.816 

7  25 

20  24 

44  72 

*  Population  figures  adjusted  after  publication  of  1915  census  figures. 


t  Includes  welfare  costs. 


The  per  capita  cost  of  the  services  compared 
have  increased  in  the  following  proportion  between 
1912  and  1939: 


Police. 

Schools. 

All 
Others. 

Actual  per  capita  in- 

$3.90 
120.3% 

$13.04 

181.1% 

$27.74 

Per  cent  of  increase. . 

163.3% 

No  Comparison  on  Basis  of  Taxable  Valuation. 

In  this  section  of  the  report  the  commission  is 
making  no  appraisal  of  the  costs  of  the  Police 
Department  on  the  basis  of  the  value  of  property 
protected.  There  is  no  question  but  that  the 
value  of  property  subject  to  police  jurisdiction  is 
an  important  factor  in  determining  the  reasonable- 
ness of  the  cost  of  a  police  department,  but  certain 
elements  of  conjecture  as  to  the  increase  in  the 
actual  wealth  of  the  City  of  Boston  between  1912 
and  1939  are  of  importance  sufficient  that  the 
commission  believes  comparisons  based  on  the 
relative  taxable  valuations  in  these  years  would 
not  be  free  of  doubt  or  criticism. 

As  has  previously  been  stated,  the  actual  in- 
crease in  valuation  of  taxable  property  in  the 
city  in  twenty-eight  years  was  only  2.3  per  cent. 
But  it  should  be  remembered  that  in  1930  the 
taxable  property  was  valued  at  almost  two  billion 
dollars — almost  500  million  dollars  more  than  at 
present — and  that  there  has  been  a  sharp  reduction 
in  assessment  since  that  time  without  any  sub- 
stantial demolition  to  correspond.  Furthermore, 
there  has  been  an  increase  of  200  million  dollars 
in  non-taxable  property,  and,  as  a  counterbalanc- 
ing factor,  the  elimination  from  the  tax  rolls  of 
the  intangibles  which  were  carried  thereon  in 
1912) — prior  to  the  enactment  of  the  income  tax 
law.  Finally,  there  is  a  question  as  to  the  relative 
variation  between  the  assessed  values  and  'the 
actual  values  of  property  in  the  years  1912  and 
1939. 

In  view  of  these  factors  the  commission  is  not 
satisfied  to  rely  on  the  figure  of  2.3  per  cent  as 
accurately  reflecting  the  actual  increase  in  its 
wealth  protected  by  the  Boston  Police  Depart- 
ment, and  is  therefore  unwilling  to  base  comparisons 
of  relative  police  cost  in  the  years  in  question  upon 
any  such  percentage  of  increase  as  2.3  per  cent. 

In  the  second  section  of  its  report,  however, 
where  comparison  is  made  with  other  cities,  many 
of  the  conjectural  factors  are  common  to  all,  and 
although  they  mitigate  against  the  value  of  the 
conclusions  finally  arrived  at,  cannot  be  said  to 
distort  them  unduly. 


istmmary  ok  analyses  01  comparisons  of 
Polk  e  Cost  With  Com  01  '  Miier  Services. 
In  the  foregoing  comparisons,  the  situation  in 
regard  to  police  cost  has  been  tested  in  various 
ways.  All  the  teM-.  have  been  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  the  relation  of  the  advance 
in  police  cost  to  the  advance  in  cost  of  other 
municipal  services.  The  most  important  con- 
elusion  ihat  may  be  drawn  from  these  comparisons 
is  that,  whether  or  not  the  increase  in  police  cost 
in  the  period  compared  can  be  entirely  justified, 
the  amount  of  the  increase,  in  proportion  to  the 
whole  cost  of  the  regular  municipal  services,  has 
not  been  so  great  in  the  Police  Department  as  it 
has  been  outside  the  Police  Department.  The 
advance  in  police  cost  since  1912  has  been  traced, 
by  these  comparisons,  to  the  pay  roll,  and  the 
pay  roll  analysis  brings  out  the  fact  that  while 
t  lie  number  of  employees  has  been  increasing 
47.3  per  cent,  the  average  pay  has,  been  increased 
68.8  per  cent. 

Therefore,  in  addition  to  the  showing  that  the 
Police  Department  costs  have  not  advanced  in 
the  same  proportion  as  have  the  costs  in  the 
other  regular  municipal  services  i  taken  as  a  whole, 
except  for  school  service  which  was  shown  sepa- 
rately; this  analysis  shows  that  while  the  size  of 
the  force  has  been  increased  to  a  certain  extent, 
the  rate  of  pay  has  been  increased  to  a  greater 
extent.  It  is  due,  therefore,  slightly  more  to 
higher  pay  than  to  more  men  that  the  pay  roll 
cost  has  been  increased  148.7  per  cent. 

Section  II. — Comparison  of  Boston  Police 
Cost  With  Police  Cost  in  Major  Cities 
of  Country. 

Criticism  of  the  police  cost  in  Boston  has  been 
frequent  and  persistent  for  several  years.  The 
basis  of  this  criticism  has  been  a  comparison  of 
police  costs  in  Boston  with  the  police  costs  in  the 
other  leading  cities  of  the  country.  In  all  of  these 
comparisons,  it  has  been  claimed  that  the  cities 
compared  were,  in  respect  to  police  costs,  on  a 
common  basis,  and  that,  therefore,  the  comparison 
furnished  a  proper  ground  on  which  to  predicate 
criticism  and  recommendations. 

In  this  second  analysis,  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion has  assembled  the  figures  of  the  police  cost  of 
the  nine  leading  cities  and  has  made  comparison 
along  the  lines  suggested  by  the  critics  for  the 
purpose  of  determining  what  merit  there  is  in  them. 

The  Source  of  the  Figures  Used. 
The  commission  has  tried  to  obtain  reliable 
figures  pertaining  to  the  other  municipalities 
without  having  visited  the  majority  of  those 
other  cities.  Many  different  agencies  produce 
municipal  statistics.  Unfortunately  it  rarely 
happens  that  any  two  of  them  use  the  same  basis. 
Sometimes  the  reason  for  this  is  that  there  are 
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different  interpretations  of  actual  costs;  and  at 
other  times  data  is  taken  before  final  figures  are 
available.  Often  it  happens  that  the  legends 
describing  tables  of  figures  are  worded  so  as  to 
permit  the  readers  to  assume  different  meanings. 
Here  in  Boston  figures  of  expenditure  by  a  partic- 
ular department  furnished  by  that  department 
vary  from  those  relating  to  the  same  department 
but  obtained  from  another  recording  department. 

The  division  of  the  United  States  Census 
Bureau  which  issues  "Financial  Statistics  of 
Cities,"  makes  an  effort  to  obtain  uniformity 
in  returns  from  the  different  cities.  In  this  work, 
however,  at  times  it  is  necessary  to  decide  arbi- 
trarily which  is  the  correct  figure. 

In  the  following  tables  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion shows  the  comparison  in  cost  for  1912  and 
1939,  and  the  advance  in  cost  since  1912.     The 


figures  used  for  1912  have  been  taken  from  the 
United  States  Census  Bureau  reports,  but  Census 
Bureau  figures  for  1939  have  not  yet  been  issued. 
Therefore,  the  commission  has  obtained  certain 
figures  for  1939  from  the  mayors  of  the  cities 
compared,  and  other  figures  from  other  respon- 
sible agencies.  The  commission  has  used  every 
effort  to  obtain  the  most  reliable  figures. 

As  in  the  case  of  the  tables  heretofore  given, 
the  succeeding  tables  are  developed  in  terms  of 
areas  of  the  municipalities,  population,  and, 
finally,  value  of  the  property  which  the  police 
guard . 

The  Relative  Areas  of  the  Nine  Large  Cities. 

The  commission  offers  first  (in  the  order  of  their 
size  in  1939)  the  1912  and  1939  areas  and  the 
percentage  of  change. 


Total  Areas  in  Square  Miles. 


City. 


1912. 


1939. 


Increase. 


Per  Cent 
Increase. 


New  York. . 
Chicago  .  .  . . 

Detroit 

Philadelphia 
Baltimore. . . 
Cleveland. . . 
St.  Louis.. .. 
Pittsburgh .  . 
Boston 


286.8 
191.3 
41.5 
132.7 
31.6 
46.0 
61.3 
41.6 
47.3 


327.0 
212.8 
137.9 
129.5 
78.72 
73.43 
61.3 
54.5 
47.81 


40.2 
21.5 
96.4 
—3.2 
47.1 
27.4 

0.0 
12.9 

0.5 


14.0% 

11.2 

232:2 

—2.4 

149.0 

59.5 

0.0 

31.0 

1.0 


1912  figures  obtained  from  Statistics  of  Cities. 

1939  figures  obtained  from  reliable  semi-official  sources. 


This  comparison  reveals  that  in  1912  Boston 
ranked  fifth  in  area  among  the  nine  cities  com- 
pared.    In  1939  Boston  has  dropped  to  last  place. 

It  should  be  noted  that  many  of  the  other  cities 
have  greatly  expanded  their  areas  by  annexations 
within  the  period  under  review.  Therefore,  it 
may  be  assumed  that  as  these  other  cities  expanded 
in  the  past  thirty  years,  the  annexations  contained 
for  the  most  part  suburban  residential  sections. 
Public  service  costs  are  less  in  such  sections  than 
are  the  costs  of  public  services  in  the  business 
centers. 


The  Relative  Population  of  the  Nine  Large  Cities. 

In  the  previous  analysis  the  commission  used  the 

official  estimate  of  the  population  of  Boston  in  1939 


prepared  by  the  Health  Department.  This  esti- 
mate is  more  conservative  than  are  all  the  other 
estimates  made  by  various  agencies.  It  gives  a 
total  population  for  Boston  which  is  less  than  was 
shown  in  the  state  census  of  1935,  but  there  is 
evidence  of  migration  from  Boston  since  that  year 
which  justifies  this  lower  estimate. 

In  figuring  per  capita  cost,  the  use  of  the  smaller 
estimate  is  less  advantageous  to  Boston  in  the 
comparisons  than  would  be  the  use  of  the  1935 
census  figure.  However,  for  fairness  and  accuracy, 
the  commission  believes  the  Health  Department 
estimate  should  be  used. 

With  this  explanation,  the  commission  offers  the 
following  comparison  of  population  between  the 
leading  cities  of  the  country,  and  the  growth  in 
each  since  1912.  / 


Table  Showing  Population  and  Increase  in  Population  Between  the  Years  1912  and  1939  in  Various  Large 

Cities. 


City. 

1912. 

1939. 
Estimated. 

Increase. 

Per  Cent 
Increase. 

5,064,237 
2,294,711 
1,606,102 
503,445 
596,970 
569,560 
712,027 
711,128 
550,667 

7,612,000 

3,711,700 

2,065,735 

1,600,000 

933,200 

868,990 

840,964 

811,816 

700,000 

2,547,763 

1,416,989 

-   ,459,!,:;:; 

1,096,555 

3:ti',,230 

299,430 

128,937 

100,688 

149,333 

50.3% 

61.7 

28.6 

217.8 

52 . 5 

18.1 

14.  1 

27.  1 

1912  figures  obtained  from  Statistics  of  Cities. 
1939  figures  obtained  from  mayors  of  cities. 
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In  population,  Boston  ranked  fifth  in  1912.  In 
1939  Boston  ranked  eight.  In  actual  numbers  of 
population  and  in  percentage  Boston  has  increased 
in  this  period  less  than  any    other  city. 

It  usually  follows  that  larger  areas  contain  a 
larger  number  of  people.  The  combination  of 
larger  areas  and  larger  numbers  of  people  requires  a 
larger  number  of  policemen.  When  it  comes  to 
spreading  a  given  sum  over  a  larger  area,  the  per 
square  mile  cost  is  reduced  as  the  area  becomes 
larger.  Likewise,  when  a  given  sum  is  spread 
over  a  larger  number  of  people,  the  per  capita  cost 
is  also  reduced  as  the  number  increases. 

In  one  of  the  foregoing  comparisons,  Boston  is 
shown  to  have  grown  less  in  area  than  have  six 
of  the  other  eight  cities.  In  another,  Boston,  has 
grown  in  population  least  of  all.  It  naturally 
follows,  therefore,  that  in  comparison  with  other 
cities,  there  has  been  less  apparent  reason  for  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  policemen  in  Boston  than 
in  any  other  of  the  largest  cities  based  on  area  or 
population  changes. 

The  Relative  Taxable  Wealth  of  the  Nine  Leading 
Cities. 
Comparison  of  taxable  wealth  among  the  cities  is 
hazardous  because  it  is  particularly  difficult  to 
reach  a  common  basis  for  comparison.  Some 
cities  tax  real  estate,  tangible  personal  property  and 
intangible  personal  property.  Others,  like  cities  in 
Massachusetts,  do  not  tax  intangible  personal 
property. 


In  some  cities  it  is  a  practice  to  assess  property 
to  its  full  value.  In  other  cities  it  is  not,  and  in 
these  cities  the  degree  of  under-assessment  varies 
substantially.  In  some  cities  the  legal  basis  of 
assessment  is  stiff  and  unyielding.  In  others  sub- 
stantial discretion  is  lodged  with  the  taxing 
authorities.  In  Boston  the  fair  cash  value  is 
supposedly  the  basis  of  assessment.  Yet  there  is 
no  unanimity  of  opinion  as  to  how  this  require- 
ment is  met.  Frequently  it  is  claimed  that  down- 
town property  is  over-assessed,  and  that  portions 
of  the  outlying  sections  are  under-assessed,  and 
there  is  ample  evidence  at  hand  to  support  both 
claims. 

What  is  true  of  Boston  in  this  respect  is  un- 
doubtedly true  of  other  municipalities.  Hence 
figures  of  taxable  wealth  in  comparisons  between 
cities   are  likely  to  be   misleading. 

However,  figures  of  valuation  as  worked  out 
in  each  municipality  are  often  used  as  a  basis  of 
comparison  of  costs — police  costs  as  well  as  costs 
of  other  services. 

For  1912  the  commission  has  used  the  figures 
of  valuation  compiled  by  the  United  States  Census 
Bureau.  For  1939  the  commission  has  used 
figures  compiled  by  the  Detroit  Bureau  of  Mu- 
nicipal Research  for  its  annual  publication,  "The 
Comparative  Tax  Rates  of  Cities." 

With  this  explanation,  the  following  comparison 
of  valuations  and  the  percentage  of  growth  is 
submitted. 


Assessed  Valuation. 


City. 


1912. 


1939. 


Increase. 


Per  Cent 
Increase. 


New  York .  . 
Philadelphia 

Detroit 

Chicago 

Boston 

Baltimore. . . 
Cleveland . . . 
Pittsburgh.  . 
St.  Louis .  .  . 


$9,177,495,029 
1,550,323,614 
452,255,100 
940,450,171 
1,489,008,820 
723,800,340 
750,831,185 
749,583,440 
052,201,285 


$16,640,032,939 
2,528,453,723 
2,471,597,680 
1,948,179,881 
1,524,800,000 
1,227,851,458 
1,218,775,831 
1,098,771,890 
1.055,515,347 


$7,463,137,310 

972,130,109 

2,019,342,580 

1,007,729,710 

35,197,180 

504,051,118 

461,944,040 

349,188,450 

403,254,002 


81.3% 

62.4 

446.5 

107.1 

2.3 

69.6 

G1.0 

46.5 

61.8 


These  figures,  such  as  they  are,  show  that 
Boston  has  dropped  from  third  in  1912  to  fifth  in 
1939,  and  that  its  percentage  of  increase  in  that 
period  is  completely  out  of  line  with  valuation 
increases  in  all  the  other  compared  cities.  It 
should  be  recalled  that  the  Boston  valuation 
included  intangible  wealth  in  1912  and  excluded 
it  in   1939, 

It  is  obvious  that  the  police  cost  is  not  relieved 
to  any  extent  by  the  elimination  of  intangible 
wealth  from  the  taxable  valuation.  Presumably, 
intangibles  are  physically  where  they  always  were 
whether  taxed  by  the  municipality  as  personal 
property  or  by  the  state  through  the  income  tax 
law.  It  is  clear,  however,  that  the  elimination 
of  intangible  wealth  from  municipal  valuation 
counts  heavily  in  arriving  at  costs  per  $1,000  of 


valuation  • 
used. 


■a     basis    of    comparison     frequently 


Summary  of  Area,  Population  and  Valuation 
Comparisons. 
Boston  has  changed  less  in  area,  population 
and  valuation  than  any  other  of  the  large  cities  of 
the  country.  Hence  the  advance  in  the  police 
cost,  whatever  it  be,  is  due  less  in  Boston  to  more 
territory  to  patrol,  to  more  people  to  watch,  or  to 
more  value  to  guard  than  it  is  in  any  of  the  nine 
cities  compared. 

Increase  in  Police  Costs. 
The  following  table  gives  the  increase  in  total 
police  costs  in  the  nine  cities  compared: 


Police  Costs. 


City. 


1912 
Total  Cost. 


1939 

Total  Cost. 


Per  Cent  of 
Increase. 


New  York. . 
Chicago. .  . . 
Philadelphia 

Detroit 

Boston 

St.  Louis.  . . 
Baltimore. . . 
Cleveland .  . 
Pittsburgh. . 


$15,036,192 
6,706,165 
4,323,957 
1,009,694 
2,260,26S 
2,020,421 
1,256,407 
895,896 
1,137,998 


$67,154,421 

17,266,691 

11,443,554 

11,423,117 

5,881,909 

5.618,679 

4,807,056 

4,730,000 

2,763,692 


346.0% 
157.4 
164.6 
1,031.3 
159.5 
178.0 
282.6 
427.9 
142.8 
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The  figures  of  police  cost  in  this  table  vary 
slightly  from  the  figures  used  in  the  .first  section  of 
this  report.  Previously,  since  it  was  a  comparison 
between  services  in  Boston,  the  figures  used  were 
those  compiled  by  the  City  Auditor  of  Boston  in 
the  annual  reports  for  the  years  compared.  For 
the  purposes  of  this  comparison,  since  it  is  a  com- 
parison between  cities,  the  commission  has  taken 
the  figures  for  1912  from  the  United  States  Census 
Bureau  report  ahd  for  1939  from  the  publication 
of   the   International  City   Managers   Association 


known  as  "The  Municipal  Year  Book."  Both  of 
these  agencies  make  special  effort  to  reach  a  com- 
mon basis  for  comparison,  and  while  neither  claims 
to  be  100  per  cent  accurate,  their  figures  are  the 
best  obtainable  for  the  purpose. 

The  above  table  finds  Boston  in  fourth  place  in 
police  cost  in  1912  and  fifth  in  1939.  In  percentage 
of  increase  in  the  period  compared,  it  is  seventh. 

The  percentage  of  increase  in  area,  population 
and  valuation  and  the  percentage  of  increase  in 
police  cost  are  given  in  the  following  table: 


Percentage  of  Increase  1912  to  1939. 


City. 

Area. 

Population. 

Valuation. 

Police  Cost. 

New  York 

14.0% 

11.2 

2.4* 

232.2 

1.0 

0.0 

149.0 

59.5 

31.0 

50.3% 
01.7 
28.6 
217.8 
14.1 
18.1 
52.5 
56.3 
27.1 

81.3% 
107.1 

62.4 

446.5 

2.3 

61.8 

69.6 

61.0 

4G.5 

340.  G% 
157.4 

164  6 

1,031.3 
159.5 

178.0 

282.6 

427.9 

Pittsburgli 

142.8 

*  Decrease. 


It  is  difficult  to  extract  any  definite  conclusion 
from  this  table.  Boston  had  less  change  in  area, 
population  and  valuation  —  taken  together  — 
than  any  other  city;  yet,  its  police  cost  advanced 
'slightly  more  than  Pittsburgh  and  Chicago  which 
had  experienced  many  times  the  expansion  of 
Boston  under  all  three  headings.  No  two  cities 
showed  any  constant  relationship  between  the 
increase  in  their  police  costs  and  the  increase  in 
their  area,  population  and  taxable  wealth.  About 
all  that  can  be  said  is  that  although  in  rate  of 
increase  in   two  out  of   three  of   these   elements, 


Boston  footed  the  list  and  was  close  to  the  foot  in 
the  other,  nevertheless  its  rate  of  increase  was  not 
substantially  different  from  the  rate  of  increase  in 
the  cities  in  which  large  increases  in  all  these 
three  elements  occurred. 

Relation  of  Police  Cost  to  Area,  Population  and 
Valuation. 
The  commission  next  examines  the  relation  of 
the  police  cost  in  the  nine  cities  to  the  size  of  the 
area  policed,  to  the  number  of  people,  and  to  the 
value  of  the  property  in  the  area. 


Police  Cost  Per  Square  Mile. 
The  following  table  reveals  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  between  1912  and  1939: 

Increase  in  Police  Costs  Per  Square  Mile  from  1912  to  1939  in  Various  Large  Cities. 


City. 

Cost  Per  Square 
Mile,  1912. 

Cost  Per  Square 
Mile,  1939. 

Per  Cent  of 
Increase. 

New  York 

$52,427 
47,912 
32,959 
32,584 
24,329 
35,055 
19,476 
39,759 
27,355 

$205,365 
123,026 
91,658 
88,367 
82,842 
81,140 
64,415 
61,065 
50,709 

291.7% 

156.7 

178.0 

171.1 

Detroit 

240.5 

131.4 

230.7 

• 

53.5 

85.3 

In  1912  in  police  cost  per  square  mile  Boston 
ranked  second.  In  1939  Boston  still  ranked 
second.  In  the  intervening  period  five  cities  in- 
creased their  police  costs  per  square  mile  by  a 
greater  percentage  than  did  Boston,  and  three 
did  not.  Of  the  latter  three,  Chicago  had  very 
substantial  increases  in  area,  population  and 
valuation,  and  the  percentage  of  increase  per 
square  mile  nearly  matched  the  percentage  of 
increase  in  dollars  and  cents  of  police  cost.  On 
the  other  hand,  Baltimore  — ■  which  more  than 
doubled  in  size  —  increased  52  per  cent  in  popula- 
tion, 69  per  cent  in  valuation,  and  advanced  in 
percentage  of  police  cost  283  per  cent,   neverthe- 


less increased  its  cost  per  square  mile  only  53.5 
per  cent.  In  other  words,  while  Boston  was 
almost  stationary  in  area,  population  and  valua- 
tion, Baltimore  advanced  149  per  cent  in  area,  52 
per  cent  in  population  and  09  per  cent  in  valua- 
tion; yet,  the  police  cost  per  square  mile  in  Multi- 
more  advanced  at  only  one  third  the  rate  of 
advance  in  Boston. 

Yet  it  is  difficult  to  draw  any  definite  conclu- 
sions from  the  whole  table.  No  uniformity  of  in- 
crease in  police  cost  depends  on  any  one  factor,  or 
on  all  together.  New  York,  the  largest  city  in 
area  —  and  consequently  with  the  greatest  area 
over  which  to  spread  the  cost  —  has  the  greatest 
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cost  per  square  mile;  but  Boston,  the  smallest  of 
the  cities  compared,  does  not  have  the  smallest 
cost.  Cleveland  and  Baltimore  are  of  nearly  the 
same  size;  yet,  in  Baltimore,  the  larger  of  the  two, 
the  cost  per  square  mile  is  less  than  it  is  in  Cleve- 
land; and  St.  Louis,  28  per  cent  smaller  than 
Baltimore,  has  a  per  square  mile  cost  which  is  33 
per  cent  higher  than  Baltimore.  Boston  and 
Pittsburgh  are  nearly  alike  in  size,  yet  police  cost 
in  Boston  is  almost  two  and  a  half  times  what  it 
is  in  Pittsburgh.  Philadelphia  and  Detroit,  nearly 
the  same  size,  are  also  very  close  in  police  cost  per 
square  mile;  yet   Chicago,   which   is   50   per   cent 


larger  than  Detroit,  has  a  smaller  police  cost  per 
square  mile. 

It  is  apparent,  therefore,  that  there  is  no  great 
merit  in  evaluating  a  police  department  on  the 
basis  of  the  police  cost  per  square  mile.  In  the 
city  with  the  greatest  area  over  which  to  spread 
the  cost,  the  police  cost  is  the  greatest  per  square 
mile.  In  the  city  with  the  least  area,  the  police 
cost  ia  i lie  next  greatest. 

Police  Cost  Per  Capita. 
In  per  capita  cost,  again  there  is  a  similar  lack 
of  uniformity  in  the  results  as  may  be  seen  in  the 
following  table: 


Increase  in  Police  Costs  Per  Capita  From  1912  to  1939  in  Various  Large  Cities. 


City. 


Per  Capita. 
1912. 


Per  Capita. 
1939. 


Increase. 


Per  Cent 
of  Increase. 


$2  97 
3  19 
2  01 
2  84 
2  69 
2  21 

1  50 

2  92 
2  07 

$8  82 
7  25 
7   14 
6  68 
5  54 
5  53 
5  07 
4  65 
3  95 

15  B5 

4  06 

5  13 
3  84 

2  85 

3  32 
3  57 
1  73 
1  88 

196.9% 

127.2 

255  2 

St.  Louis 

135.2 

105.9 

150  2 

238.0 

59.2 

90.8 

In  1912  Boston  had  the  highest  per  capita 
police  cost.  In  1939  it  had  given  way  only  to 
New  York.  New  York  and  Detroit  had  increased 
in  area  to  a  greater  extent  than  had  the  other 
cities.  New  York  had  increased  in  population 
more  than  any  other,  and  Detroit's  increase  in 
population  had  been  exceeded  also  by  that  of 
Chicago;  yet  the  increase  in  the  percentage  of 
the  police  cost  per  capita  in  Detroit  was  the  largest 
of  the  nine  cities,  and  the  New  York  increase  was 
exceeded  by  Detroit  and  Cleveland.  Chicago, 
with  a  fairly  small  increase  in  area,  the  second 
greatest '  increase    in    population    and    the    third 


greatest  increase  in  valuation,  experienced  the 
smallest  advance  in  police  cost  per  capita  and 
was  well  below  the  top  figure  in  cost  per  square 
mile.  Apparently,  in  these  nine  cities  no  uniform 
relationship  can  be  detected  between  the  actual 
dollar  increase  in  their  police  costs  and  their  per 
capita  increase. 

Police  Cost  Per  $1,000  of  Valuation. 
Police   costs   per   SI, 000  of   valuation   have   in- 
creased in  every  city  in  the  nine  compared,  as  is 
shown  in  the  following  table: 


Costs  Per  $1,000. 


City. 


1912. 

L939, 

Amount  of 
Increase. 

Per  Cent  of 

Increase. 

$7   13 

$8  86 

$1   73 

24.2% 

3   10 

5  32 

2  22 

71.6 

2  23 

4   62 

2  39 

107.1 

2  78 

4  53 

1   75 

62.9 

1   64 

4  04 

2  40 

146.3 

1  74 

3  92 

2   18 

125.2 

1   18 

3  88 

2  70  • 

228.8 

1   52 

3  86 

2  34 

153.9 

1   52 

2  52 

1  00 

65.7 

Chicago 
St.  Louis .  .  . 

Detroit 

Philadelphia 
New  York  .  . 
Baltimore. . . 
Cleveland. . . 

Boston 

Pittsburgh.  . 


In  police  cost  per  $1,000  of  valuation,  the  cost 
in  the  nine  cities  has  increased  generally  without 
having  changed  materially  the  order  of  the  cities 
in  this  respect.  Boston  in  1912  was  tied  with 
Pittsburgh  for  second  last  position.  In  1939 
Boston  is  alone  in  second  last  position.  Cleveland 
has  gone  ahead  of  Boston  by  a  slight  margin, 
and  Pittsburgh  has  dropped  behind  by  a  sub- 
stantial margin. 

The  amount  and  percentage  of  the  changes  vary 
greatly.  In  no  instance  does  the  percentage  of 
this  increase  match  closely  the  percentage  of 
increase  shown  in  the  preceding  tables. 


The  Detroit  increase  in  dollars  and  cents  is 
slightly  in  excess  of  the  Boston  increase,  yet  in 
percentage  the  Boston  increase  is  approximately 
50  per  cent  greater  than  the  Detroit  increase. 

In  Cleveland  the  area,  the  population  and  the 
valuation  have  increased  fairly  evenly.  Yet  in 
police  cost  per  $1,000  of  valuation,  Cleveland  had 
the  greatest  increase,  and  this  increase  is  com- 
pletely out  of  line  with  increases  in  area,  population 
and  valuation. 

Where  Boston  stands  in  the  various  comparisons 
is  shown  in  this  composite  picture: 
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Composite  of  Relative  Position  of  Cities  in  1912. 


Area. 

Population. 

Valuation. 

Police  Cost 
in  Dollars. 

Cost  Per 

Square  Mile. 

Cost  Per 
Capita. 

Cost  Per 

$1,000 

Valuation. 

1. 

New  York. 

New  York. 

New  York. 

New  York. 

New  York. 

Boston. 

Chicago. 

2. 

Chicago.   ' 

Chicago. 

Philadelphia. 

Chicago. 

Boston. 

New  York. 

St.  Louis. 

3. 

Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia. 

Boston. 

Philadelphia. 

Baltimore. 

Chicago. 

Philadelphia. 

4. 

St.  Louis. 

St.  Louis. 

Chicago. 

Boston. 

Chicago. 

St.  Louis. 

Detroit. 

5. 

Boston. 

Boston. 

Cleveland. 

St.  Louis. 

St.  Louis. 

Philadelphia. 

Baltimore. 

6. 

Cleveland. 

Cleveland. 

Pittsburgh. 

Baltimore. 

Philadelphia, 

Baltimore. 

New  York. 

7. 

Pittsburgh. 

Baltimore. 

Baltimore. 

Pittsburgh. 

Pittsburgh. 

Pittsburgh. 

*Pittsburgh. 

8. 

Detroit. 

Pittsburgh. 

St.  Louis. 

Detroit. 

Detroit. 

Detroit. 

*Boston. 

9. 

Baltimore. 

Detroit. 

Detroit. 

Cleveland. 

Cleveland. 

Cleveland. 

Cleveland. 

*  Pittsburgh  and  Boston  have  same  cost  per  $1,000  of  valuation. 


Composite  of  Relative  Position  of  Cities  in  1939. 


Area. 

Population. 

Valuation. 

Police  Cost 
in  Dollars. 

Cost  Per 
Square  Mile. 

Cost  Per 
Capita. 

Cost  Per 

$1,000 
Valuation. 

1. 

New  York. 

New  York. 

New  York. 

New  York. 

New  York. 

New  York. 

Chicago. 

2. 

Chicago. 

Chicago. 

Philadelphia. 

Chicago. 

Boston. 

Boston. 

St.  Louis. 

3. 

Detroit. 

Philadelphia. 

Detroit. 

Philadelphia. 

St.  Louis. 

Detroit. 

Detroit. 

-4. 

Philadelphia. 

Detroit. 

Chicago. 

Detroit. 

Philadelphia. 

St.  Louis. 

Philadelphia. 

5. 

Baltimore. 

Cleveland. 

Boston. 

Boston. 

Detroit. 

Philadelphia. 

New  York. 

6. 

Cleveland. 

Baltimore. 

Baltimore. 

St.  Louis. 

Chicago. 

Baltimore. 

Baltimore. 

7. 

St;  Louis. 

St.  Louis. 

Cleveland. 

Baltimore. 

Cleveland. 

Cleveland. 

Cleveland. 

8. 

Pittsburgh. 

Boston. 

Pittsburgh. 

Cleveland. 

Baltimore. 

Chicago. 

Boston. 

9. 

Boston. 

Pittsburgh. 

St.  Louis. 

Pittsburgh. 

Pittsburgh. 

Pittsburgh. 

Pittsburgh. 

Boston  was  fifth  in  area  and  population  and 
third  in  valuation  in  1923  when  its  police  cost  per 
capita  was  highest  among  the  cities,  when  its 
cost  per  square  mile  was  second  highest,  and  when 
its  cost  in  dollars  was  fourth  highest. 

In  1939  when  its  area  is  smallest  of  the  cities, 
its  population  second  lowest,  and  its  valuation 
had  dropped  to  fifth  place,  the  police  cost  per 
square  mile  and  per  capita  remained  near  the  top, 
actually  second  highest,  and  its  cost  in  dollars 
dropped  from  fourth  place  to  fifth  place.  Yet 
though  fifth  highest  in  valuation,  Boston  is  eighth, 
or  second  lowest  in  police  cost  per  $1,000  of 
valuation. 

New  York  is  uniformly  highest  in  every  com- 
parison, except  per  $1,000  of  valuation,  and 
Pittsburgh  is  uniformly  low  in  every  comparison, 
being  lowest  in  five  of  the  seven  comparisons  and 
next  to  lowest  in  the  other  two.  It  should  be 
noted,  however,  that  Pittsburgh's  police  force  has- 
been  found  to  be  inadequate  by  a  reputable 
organization  which  surveyed  the  police  department 
in  1937.  In  a  report  made  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Institute  of  Public  Administration,  Luther 
Gulick,  Director  (page  123,  Survey  of  1937),  it  is 
stated: 

"When   compared    with    the    forces    of    other 

cities,  the  Bureau  of  Police  is  relatively  larger 

than     it    appears,     because     certain     functions 

customarily  performed  by  a  police  department 

are  delegated  in   Pittsburgh   to  other  divisions 

of  the  Department  of  Public  Safety." 

This   Pittsburgh   report   points   out    (page   124) 

that  when  the  number  of  men  available  for  foot 

patrol  is  divided  into  three  shifts,  there  remains 

for  11  precincts  covering  55  square  miles  a  total 

of  "81  foot  patrolmen  available  per  tour  to  cover 

and  protect  the  lives  and  property  of  the  residents 


.  .  .  The  above  figures  reveal  a  serious 
situation."     (Page  125.) 

Conclusions. 

In  making  the  foregoing  study  the  commission 
has  had  two  purposes  in  mind,  first,  to  find  out 
whether  or  not  Boston  needs  more  policemen; 
and,  secondly,  to  establish  definitely  the  extent  to 
which  that  question  can  be  determined  by  the 
use  of  the  statistics  relating  to  other  services  in 
the  city  or  statistics  relating  to  police  costs  in 
other  cities. 

The  commission  has  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  first  question  cannot  be  answered  with 
any  degree  of  assurance  by  the  use  of  such  com- 
parative statistics  as  have  been  frequently  the 
basis  of  recommendations  to  the  Mayor  in  the 
past.  At  best,  they  can  be  relied  upon  only  as 
indications,  at  worst  they  arc  frankly  confusing. 
The  commission  believes  that  the  foregoing 
analysis  is  useful,  if  not  necessary,  in  order  to 
establish  once  and  for  all  the  actual  values  of 
such  comparative  statistics'. 

They  indicate  that  the  cost  of  the  Police  Force 
in  Boston  compared  with  that  in  other  cities  is  on 
the  whole  high.  But  they  cannot  be  relied  on  to 
establish  that  such  cost  is  too  high,  and  they  do 
not  answer  the  question  as  to  whether  Boston 
upcds  more  policemen.  The  commission  believes 
that  this  question  can  be  better  answered  through 
an  examination  of  the  assignments  in  the  Police 
Department  itself  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
whether  or  not  a  different  disposition  will  not 
result  in  a  substantial  increase  of  efficiency  and  of 
available  policemen  hours.  This  examination, 
which  will  also  include  an  examination  of  other 
factors  in  connection  with  the  department,  the 
commission  is  now  undertaking. 
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The  statistics  and  tables  previously  presented 
require  certain  additional  comment.  In  preparing 
both  series  of  comparisons  the  commission  was 
faced  with  the  necessity  of  finding  a  starting  point 
where  police  expense  in  Boston  was  presumably 
proper  and  police  protection  presumably 
satisfactory. 

It  happens  that  there  was  a  period  in  which 
the  situation  was  very  close  to  this  ideal.  Few 
will  dispute  the  claim  that  in  the  late  Stephen 
O'Meara  the  City  of  Boston  had  an  able  Police 
Commissioner,  or  that  in  his  term  of  office  the 
Police  Department  was  capably  administered. 
The  middle  years  of  his  administration  were  just 
prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  first  World  War  and 
for  that  reason  were  free  of  many  of  the  complica- 
tions which  occurred  in  it  and  afterwards.  Of 
those  years,  the  commission  has  chosen  the  year 
1912,  because  prior  thereto  the  figures  in  regard 
to  Boston  would  not  be  readily  comparable  with 
figures  of  subsequent  years  owing  to  the  annexa- 
tion of  Hyde  Park  as  of  January  1,  1912. 

Commencing  with  that  year  the  commission 
has  shown  in  Section  I  the  relative  increases  in 
costs  of  the  Police  Department,  the  School  Depart- 
ment and  the  other  municipal  services. 

These  various  tables  reveal  that,  as  might  be 
expected,  the  police  cost  has  become  very  much 
greater  in  1939  than  it  was  in  1912;  but  that  in 
relation  to  the  costs  of  other  services  the  police 
cost  has  become  proportionately  less.  Obviously, 
this  disclosure  is  not  conclusive  evidence  that 
police  cost  today  is  down  to  or  below  the  proper 
level. 

In  the  second  comparative  analysis,  using  the 
same  year  (1912)  as  a  starting  point,  the  commis- 
sion attempted  to  compare  the  cost  of  police  service 
in  Boston  with  the  cost  of  police  service  in  other 
large  American  cities.  The  commission  followed 
the  methods  of  comparison  most  frequently  used 
by  others.  This  comparison  produced  many 
vagaries,  the  most  significant  of  which  is  easily 
discernible  in  the  relative  position  of  Boston  in 
per  square  mile  cost,  per  capita  cost  and  per  $1,000 
of  valuation  cost.  Boston  position  in  all  three  has 
changed  only  slightly  between  1912  and  1939.  It 
was  second  in  per  square  mile  cost  and  first,  in  per 
capita  cost  in  1912,  while  in  1939  it  was  second  in 
per  square  mile  cost  and  second  in  per  capita  cost. 
On  these  two  bases  of  comparison  Boston  ranked 
high  throughout  the  period. 

However,  on  the  basis  of  cost  per  SI, 000  of 
valuation,  Boston's  position  throughout  the  period 
has  been  relatively  quite  different.  It  was  eighth 
in  1912  and  it  was  still  eighth  in  1939. 

Another  vagary  of  slightly  less  degree  is  that 
while  Boston  dropped  from  fourth  place  in  total 
cost  of  police  service  in  1912  to  fifth  place  in  1939, 
in  percentage  of  increase  in  the  intervening  period 
it  was  seventh. 

The  wide  discrepance  in  the  results  derived 
through  the  application  of  these  methods  of 
comparison  serve  to  cast  doubt  on  the  reliability 
of  one  or  all. 

Examination  of  the  methods  of  comparison 
themselves  shows  that  there  is  substantial  reason 
for  such  doubt.  Although  both  the  area  and  the 
population  of  a  city  have  a  bearing  in  determining 
the  propriety  of  police  cost,  neither  alone  is  a 
reliable  basis  of  evaluation.  The  area  may  be 
small,  as  is  the  case  with  Boston,  and  excessive 


population  and  great  wealth  may  be  packed  into  it, 
in  which  situation  it  would  be  necessary  to  maintain 
a  substantial  police  force.  If  the  same  wealth  and 
the  same  population  were  located  in  a  city  of 
greater  area,  the  same  police  cost  would  be  less 
per  square  mile  than  would  be  the  case  in  the 
smaller  city. 

Neither  do  population  figures  alone  constitute  a 
proper  basis  of  evaluation.  They  are  subject  to 
substantial  correction  due  to  peculiar  character- 
istics or  special  circumstances  present  in  each 
particular  city.  For  instance,  in  a  city  which  has 
absorbed  substantially  all  its  suburban  area  a 
high  proportion  of  those  at  any  time  in  the  city 
itself  reside  within  its  limits,  and  are  included  in 
any  computation  based  on  population.  However, 
in  those  cities  where  the  suburban  and  residential 
area  is  largely  without  the  city  limits,  a  large  pro- 
portion of  those  subject  to  police  oversight  and 
supervision  reside  outside  of  the  city  and  are, 
therefore,  excluded  in  a  per  capita  computation. 
Boston  is  a  striking  example  of  a  city  in  the  latter 
class  and  must  necessarily  and  unfairly  suffer  in 
per  capita  computation  with  cities  in  the  former 
class. 

In  this  connection,  in  the  "Survey  of  Crime  and 
Criminal  Justice  in  Boston,"  conducted  by  the 
Harvard  Law  School,  it  is  stated: 

"Boston  pays  a  greater  amount  per  capita  for 
police  service  and  has  more  policemen  in  propor- 
tion to  population  than  any  other  large  city  in 
the  United  States.  But  her  situation  is  peculiar 
in  that  the  city  is  merely  the  heart  of  a  closely 
knit  metropolitan  district.  Naturally,  the  cost 
of  policing  a  high-valued  district  and  traffic- 
congested  center  of  crooked  streets  is  proportion- 
ately much  greater  than  it  would  be  if  the  cost 
in  the  less  congested  surrounding  area  were  com- 
bined with  it  and  proportioned  to  the  total 
population  and  assessed  valuation.  (Vol.  III., 
pages  18  and  19.) 

In  a  later  report  the  Finance  Commission  will 
discuss  this  phase  of  the  Boston  situation. 

Similarly,  elements  of  unreliability  are  observable 
in  the  third  method  of  comparison — per  each  $1,000 
of  valuation.  Definitely,  it  cannot  he  considered 
reliable  when  standing  alone.  The  location  of 
the  great  portion  of  the  wealth  of  a  community, 
whether  it  be  centralized  in  one  or  more  adjacent 
areas  or  widely  and  more  or  less  uniformly  scattered 
over  the  whole  area  of  a  city,  makes  a  great 
difference  in  police  service  requirements. 

Other  important  variations  which  affect  the 
figures  relating  to  police  costs  per  $1,000  of  valua- 
tion in  each  of  the  large  cities  hereinbefore  con- 
sidered arise  from  differences  in  their  respective 
laws  and  policies.  For  instance,  the  proportion 
of  the  total  wealth  of  a  city  included  in  the  tax- 
able valuation  is  affected  by  the  laws  relating  to 
taxation  in  force  in  each  city,  and  varies  widely. 
And  an  equal  variation  occurs  in  the  policies  which 
determine  at  what  percentage  of  its  full  value  the 
taxable  wealth  in  a  city  is  to  be  actually  assessed. 
The  result  of  the  application  of  the  three  bases 
to  police  costs,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  nine 
cities  under  consideration,  is  brought  out  in  the 
following  table  which  shows  the  actual  dollar 
increase  in  police  costs  between  the  years  1912  and 
1939  and  the  effect  which  these  increases  have 
upon  the  per  capita  cost,  the  cost  per  $1,000  of 
valuation  and  the  cost  per  square  mile. 


Effects  of  Police  Cost  Increase. 


City. 


New  York .  . 
Chicago 
Philadelphia 
Cleveland. . . 

St.  Louis 

Boston 

Baltimore. . . 
Pittsburgh .  . 
Detroit 


Increase. 


S52, 118,229 
10,560,526 
7,119,597 
3,834,104 
3,598,258 
3,615,641 
3,550,649 
1,625,694 
10,413,423 


Per 

Capita. 


Per  $1,000 
Valuation. 


S6  85 

2  85 

3  45 

4  11 
4  28 
4  45 
4  09 
2  32 
6  51 


$3  13 
5  42 

2  82 

3  15 

3  41 
2  37 
2  89 
1  48 

4  21 


Per 

Square  Mile. 


$159,382 
49,626 
54,977 
52,214 
58,699 
75,625 
45,104 
29,829 
75,519 
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This  table  shows  that  Chicago  increased  its 
police  cost  in  dollars  approximately  three  times 
as  much  as  Boston,  yet  that  increase  when  trans- 
lated into  per  capita  figures  is  $1.60  less  than 
Boston's  increase  per  capita  It  also  shows  that 
the  cost  per  square  mile  and  the  cost  per  capita 
increased  in  Chicago  about  two  thirds  what  it 
did  in  Boston;  but,  on  the  $1,000  of  valuation 
basis,  the  increase  in  Chicago  is  more  than  twice 
that  of  Boston. 

The  New  York  increase  in  dollars  is  the  greatest 
among  the  nine  cities;  yet  that  great  increase 
affected  the  cost  per  $1,000  of  valuation  much 
less  than  the  dollar  increases  in  four  other  cities 
affected  the  cost  per  $1,000  of  valuation  in  those 
cities.  Yet  the  New  York  increase  in  dollars 
caused  the  greatest  increase  in  per  capita  cost 
and  in  per  square  mile  cost  among  all  the  nine 
cities. 

This  variation  in  results  shows  the  limited  value 
that  can  be  placed  upon  comparisons  between 
cities  by  per  capita,  by  $1,000  of  valuation  and  by 
square  mile  costs.  Nevertheless,  the  Finance 
Commission  is  of  opinion  that  although  these 
comparisons  do  not  furnish  a  proper  basis  for 
deciding  whether  or  not  the  Boston  police  cost  is 
actually  too  great  or  too  little,  they  do  show  that 
there  is  sufficient  warrant  for  the  conclusion  that 
the  police  expense  of  Boston  is  high  in  comparison 
with  the  other  cities  under  consideration. 

No  increase,  therefore,  in  the  police  expense  is 
recommended  without  a  detailed  examination 
of  the  administration  of  the  Police  Department.. 
The  commission  has  been  unable  at  this  writing, 
with  the  staff  of  employees  available,  to  com- 
plete such  a  detailed  examination,  but  proposes 
to  carry  on  the  study  and  see  whether  or  not 
there  is  proper  justification  for  an  increase.  For 
the  time  being,  therefore,  the  commission  believes 
decision  upon  the  Police  Commissioner's  request 
for  more  men  should  be  deferred,  at  least  until 
the  investigation  has  been  completed. 

By  refusing  to  yield  to  the  Police  Commissioner's 
request  for  two  hundred  additional  men  last 
year,  there  has  been  saved  the  taxpayers  some- 
where between  $100,000  and  $160,000.  No 
great  harm  has  come  from  that  decision.  The 
Police  Commissioner  has  already  been  given 
thirty  additional  men  in  1940.  It  would  seem 
to  be  the  part  cjf  wisdom  to  defer  further  appoint- 
ments until  good  reason  has  been  shown.  It 
does  not  appear  to  the  Finance  Commission  that 
every  effort  has  yet  been  made  to  avoid  the  neces- 
sity of  increasing  the  present  size  of  the  Police 
Force. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  M.  Storey,  Chairman, 
David  Lasker, 
James  H.  Flanagan, 
Elias  F.  Shamon, 

The  Finance  Commission. 

Commissioner  James  E.  Maguire  dissents  from 
the  report  as  follows: 

"The  administrative  responsibility  for  the  man- 
agement of  the  Police  Department,  is  vested  in  a 
commissioner  appointed  by  the  Covernor  with  the 
approval  of  the  Executive  Council.  When  he 
asks  for  additional  men  it  must  be  assumed  that 
he  is  acting  in  the  exercise  of  his  best  discretion, 
and  entirely  in  the  public  interest.  His  requests 
cannot  be  denied  except  upon  substantial  grounds. 
None  has  been  submitted. 

"Comparisons  with  other  cities  are  interesting, 
butlio  two  cities  have  the  same  conditions.  Each 
must  solve  its  problems  in  its  own  way.  Like- 
wise, it  is  of  little  value  to  take  the  year  1912  as  a 
constant  from  which  to  figure  the  city's  police 
costs.  There  was  discontent  in  the  department 
at  the  time,  which  later  had  to  be  met  in  the 
following  manner:  Bv  an  increase  in  pay  for 
patrolmen  from  $1,400  to  $2,100.  By  a  sharp 
curtailment  in  working  hours.  By  an  improve- 
ment in  housing  quarters. 

"An  adequate  police  force  is  a  necessity.  It  is 
expensive,  of  course,  but  it  is  an  expense  that  must 
be  met.  It  is  idle,  therefore,  to  talk  about  valua- 
tions of  this  and  other  cities.  As  values  come  down 
the  police  costs  appear  in  the  statistics  to  go  up. 
The  petitioners  for  lower  tax  valuations  should 
remember  that  public  services  are  based  on  public 
income. 

"On  all  the  facts  available  I  believe  the  request 
of  the  Police  Commissioner  for  an  increase  in  the 
Police  Force  should  not  be  deferred  until  a  further 
consideration  by  the  commission." 

Placed  on  file. 


JURY   LIST. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  City  Clerk,  June  24,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — You  are  hereby  notified  that  the 
list  of  inhabitants  qualified  to  serve  as  jurors, 
prepared  by  the  Election  Commissioners  and 
printed  in  City  Document  No.  47,  was  this  day 
filed  with  me.  It  contains  10,635  names. 
Respectfully, 

W.  J.  Doyle,  City  Clerk. 
Placed  on  file. 

In  connection  with  the  communication  the 
Chair  offered  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  hereby  directed 
to  cause  the  names  on  the  Jury  List  (City  Docu- 
ment No.  47)  transmitted  to  him  by  the  Election 
Commissioners,  to  be  written  each  on  a  separate 
ballot  and  said  ballots  to  be  properly  folded  and 
placed  in  the  box  provided  for  the  purpose. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


DISCONTINUANCE  OF  PASSENGER  SERV- 
ICE AT  BOYLSTON  STREET  AND 
FOREST   HILLS   STATIONS. 

Notice  was  received  of  a  hearing  before  the 
Department  of  Public  Utilities  on  July  16,  1940, 
on  petition  of  the  New  Haven  Railroad  to  dis- 
continue passenger  service  at  Boylston  Street, 
Jamaica  Plain,  and  Forest  Hills  Stations. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE  OF  HEARING  BY  DEPARTMENT 
OF  PUBLIC  WORKS  RE  ABOLITION  OF 
GRADE  CROSSING  AT  BIRD  STREET. 

Notice  was  received  of  a  hearing  to  be  given  by 
the  Department  of  Public  Works  at  its  office  on 
the  fourth  floor  of  the  Public  Works  Building, 
100  Nashua  street,  Boston,  on  Thursday,  June  27, 
1940,  at  10.30  a.  m.,  in  the  matter  of  the  abolition 
of  the  grade  crossing  at  Bird  Street,  in  the  City  of 
Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL   OF   CONSTABLES'    BONDS. 

The  constables'  bonds  of  Michael  Feldman, 
Abraham  M.  Hecht  and  Charles  A.  Wood,  having 
been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  were 
received  and  duly  approved. 


MINOR   LICENSES. 

Applications  were  received  for  minors'  licenses 
from  twenty-seven  newsboys  and  five  bootblacks. 
It  was  voted  that  a  license  be  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  following  appoint- 
ments by  the  Mayor: 

Members  of  City  Planning  Board:  Thomas  J. 
Turley,  18  Union  Park  street,  Boston;  Ernest  A. 
Johnson,  16  Tennyson  street.  West  Roxbury; 
Prof.  Emil  A.  Gramstorff,  360  Huntington  avenue, 
Boston;  Joseph  A.  Mitchell,  43  Hewitt  road,  West 
Roxbury;  Francis  X.  Lane,  1  Bowditch  road, 
Jamaica  Plain. 

Placed  on  file. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  DEPARTMENT  HEADS 
RE   PER   DIEM    EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  CARE  If  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  department  heads  not  to  require  per 
diem  employees  in  their  respective  departments 
to  work  seven  days  a -week  without  being  paid  for 
the  extra  day. 

Coun.  CAREY— Mr.  President,  there  is  a 
practice  in  certain  departments  that  requires 
per  diem  employees  to  work  seven  days  a  week. 
The  only  satisfaction  allowed  theso  workers  is 
time  off  at   the  convenience  of   the   department 
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heads.  I  don't,  think  any  department  head  should 
be  allowed  to  require  a  worker  to  labor  on  his 
"off"  days  without  paying  him  for  same.  It, 
might  sound  all  right  to  tell  that  per  diem  worker 
that  he  should  be  glad  to  have  a  job  and  should 
be  agreeable  to  accept  any  conditions  prescribed 
by  the  department  head,  but  we  are  not  in  red 
Russia,  we  are  still  in  civilized  Boston,  and  I  don't 
think  that  the  Mayor,  the  members  of  this  Body 
or  anyone  else  feels  that  a  club  should  be  held  over 
the  heads  of  the  workers  simply  because  they  have 
a  job.  If  the  complaint  is  that  there  is  not  suffi- 
cient help  available,  then  I  say  let  us  have  sufficient 
help  appointed  immediately.  It  is  no  comfort 
to  these  workers  even  to  tell  them  that  they  will 
be  given  time  off  later  on.  No  employee  should 
have  to  subject  himself  to  the  convenience  of  I  lie 
department  head,  who,  if  he  himself  desires,  can 
take  time  off  and  go  to  Florida  or  some  other 
resort  at  his  own  will.  I  think  there  has  been 
altogether  too  much  of  this  practice  in  certain 
departments.  If  a  man  is  hired  on  a  per  diem 
basis  to  work  five  or  five  and  a  half  days  a  week, 
I  think  that  is  all  that  should  be  required  of  him. 
If  he  has  to  work  an  extra  day  or  a  day  and  a  half 
they  should  pay  him  as  he  works  and  not  build 
up  some  extra  time  that  he  might  have  to  take  off 
in  the  cold  winter  months  when  there  is  no  place 
for  him  to  go  and  nothing  to  go  with.  I  certainly 
hope  that,  this  order  will  be  passed  and  that  the 
situation  will  be  rectified  by  the  Mayor  and  the 
department  heads. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension    of   the 
rule. 


LEGISLATION  RE   RACE  TRACKS  IN  THE 
CITY   OF   BOSTON. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  apply  for  legislation  which  will  provide  that 
operators  of  race  tracks  in  the  City  of  Roston 
contribute  ten  cents  cut  of  every  admission  fee 
to  the  Welfare  Department  of  the  city  in  order  to 
relieve  this  ever-increasing  burden  on  the  city. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  why  I  am 
presenting  this  order  today  is  because  I  was  told 
in  different  parts  of  the  country  where  there  arc 
race  tracks  that  they  contribute  10  cents  out  of 
every  admission  fee  to  the  Welfare  Department 
of  that  certain  city.  Now,  I  know  in  Florida  the 
Hialeah  Race  Track  and  the  Tropical  Race  Track 
give  to  the  people  of  that  city  ten  cents  out  of 
every  admission  fee.  I  hope  this  order  will  . 
because  if  it  does  the  Welfare  Department  will 
benefit  by  it  and  the  city  itself  will  benefit  by  it. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  thought  I  would  save  time 
instead  of  asking  for  unanimous  consent.  At  the 
race  track  only  recently,  in  fact,  last  Thursday, 
they  gave  out  information  sheets  they  arc  called 
more  than  anything  else,  to  find  out  where  the 
workers  at  the  track  came  from,  and,  of  course, 
it  is  the  result  of  the  order  that  f  introduced  here 
a  few  weeks  ago.  On  this  sheet  the  first  question 
is:  "Are  you  a  citizen  of  Massachusetts?  If  so, 
how  long?  What  is  your  residence  in  Massachu- 
setts, and  what  is  your  residence  since  May  1 .  1938. 
your  place  of  birth  and  your  date  of  birth,  and 
your  residence  since  January  1,  1940?''  Now, 
Mark  Mahoney  arrived  at  the  race  track  when 
Belmont  closed,  and  with  him,  of  course,  he 
brought  all  those  so-called  ski  men,  and  as  the 
result  of  him  bringing  those  ski  men  with  him  the 
Massachusetts  men  are  now  staggered  to  two 
days'  work.  The  reason  I  am  mentioning  this  at 
this  time  is  because  of  the  fact  that  two  weeks  ago 
today  I  put  an  order  in  that,  was  passed  here, 
this  order  asking  the  Mayor  to  request  the  Racing 
Commission  to  force  the  employees  at  Suffolk- 
Downs  to  show  a  voting  certificate,  and  I  notice 
in  the  Mayor's  communication  that  nothing  has 
come  back  here  regarding  that  order.  I  also  had 
another  order  passed  here  unanimously,  asking 
that  the  Racing  Commission  make  public  the  list 
of  those  who  are  employed  at  Suffolk  Downs,  and 
as  I  said  here  two  weeks  ago  nothing  will  be  done 
about  it.  Neither  the  Mayor  nor  the  Governor 
has  stepped  in  and  tried  to  help  out  the  unemployed 
of  Massachusetts  by  forcing  the  Racing  Com- 
mission to  show  that  75  per  cent  of  those  employed 
at  Suffolk  Downs  live  in  Massachusetts,  and  I  say 
now,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  at  least 
60  per  cent  of  those  employed  at  Suffolk  Downs 
are  outside  of  our  state. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ERECTION    OF    FENCE    AROUND    PLAY- 
GROUND,   WARD   3. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  erect 
a  fence  around  the  playground  on  Prince  street, 
Ward  3,  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  youths  of 
that  district  to  play  Softball  on  the  playground. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  have  been 
informed  that  this  year  the  youth  of  my  district 
has  been  prohibited  from  playing  softball  on  the 
Prince  Street  Playground  for  the  simple  reason 
that  a  few  windows  have  been  broken  in  the  past. 
I  had  a  long  conversation  with  the  Commissioner 
of  Parks.  Mr.  Long,  and  he  has  agreed  that  a 
fenrp  should  be  erected  there,  and  his  only  reason 
for  not  erecting  the  fence  has  been  because  he  has 
no  money  to  erect  it  with.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
I  have  been  stormed  in  the  last  ten  days  by  letters 
and  interviews  of  boys  in  my  district  who  are  very 
much  interested  in  playing  softball.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  there  is  only  one  individual  who  has 
made  complaint  about  it  and  on  inquiring  through 
the  district  and  the  adjoining  buildings  the  people 
there  have  stated  to  me  that  they  would  love  to 
sec  softball  playing  there  because  they  enjoy  it 
themselves.  And.  as  Mr.  Long  put  it,  on  several 
occasions  he  has  been  down  there  when  softball 
has  been  allowed  to  be  played  when  we  have  had 
mi  attendance  there  of  approximately  a  thousand 
people.  I  say.  Mr.  President,  that  the  necessary 
stops  should  be  taken  now  to  have  a  fence  erected 
there  so  these  boys  may  be  able  to  play  softball 
on  the  playground.     I  hope  this  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REQUEST  OF  COUNCILOR  RUSSO  TO  HAVE 
A  CERTAIN  PORTION  OF  THE  RECORD 
STRICKEN   OUT. 

Coun.    IM  s>(  i     May   I  ask  unanimous  consent 

i"  make  a  statement?     (No  objection.)     I  wish  to 

have  changed  in  the  record,  on  page  246,  in  refer- 

io  the  order  I  submitted  at   the  last  meeting 

of  this  Council,  the  date  from  May  31  to  June  3. 

man  \\  Mil) — If  there  is  no  objections  the 

ion  will  be  made.  . 


DISINFECTION   OF   PUBLIC    BATHS,    ETC. 

Conn.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  place 
one  per  cent  solution  of  hyposulphide  of  soda 
in  the  various  public  baths,  pools,  shower  baths 
and  golf  courses  and  playground  clubhouses 
throughout  the  city,  to  curtail  and  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  extremely  contagious  and  annoying 
disease — athlete's  foot;   and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  such  methods  and  practices  as 
arc  commonly  recognized  be  also  adopted  to  con- 
trol  this   disease. 

Coun.  GOODE — Mr.  President,  it  has  been 
hrought  to  my  attention  by  several  of  the  mem- 
ber- of  'lie  baseball  team  that  is  part  of  the  Park 
Department  League  that  no  precautionary  meas- 
ures are  taken  in  the  various  shower  baths  to 
prevent  the  contracting  of  the  annoying  and  con- 
tagious disease  known  as  athlete's  foot.  I  have 
contacted  the  Boston  City  Hospital  and  they 
have  informed  me  that  several  thousand  cases 
of  this  disease  are  treated  in  the  course  of  a  year, 
and  I  feel  in  introducing  this  order  the  expense 
entailed  will  be  taken  care  of  by  the  fact  that  less 
cases  "ill  probably  he  handled  by  the  Boston 
City  Hospital.    I  certainly  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ACTION    ON   FINANCIAL   ORDERS. 

Chairman  WARD — The  Chair  now  calls  up 
Nos.  2,  3  and  4  of  the  calendar,  and  if  there  is  no 
objection  there  will  be  one  roll  call  for  the  three 
orders.  The  question  comes  on  the  passage 
of  the  three  orders  and  the  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Nos.  2,  3  and  4  were  as  follows: 

2.  Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money 
for  Bridges,  Reconstruction  and  Repair  of.  under 
authority  of  chapter  366  of  1933,  as  amended, 
approved  by  the  Mayor  on  September  29,  1938, 
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be  limited  to  $145,000,  and  that  the  authorization 
to  borrow  in  excess  of  said  amount  for  said  purposes 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  rescinded. 

On  June  3,  1940,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  22. 

3.  Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Public  Works 
Department,  Bridge  Service,  Relief  Projects, 
$12,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  Boston  Traffic 
Commission,  H,  Relief  Projects,  $12,000. 

On  June  3,  1940,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  21,  nays  0. 

4.  Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Registry  Depart- 
ment, H,  Relief  Projects,  $400,  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Assessing  Department,  H,  Relief  Projects, 
$400. 

On  June  3,  1940,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  21,  nays  0. 

The  orders  were  read  a  second  time  and  again 
passed,  yeas  17,  nays  0. 


SIDEWALKS,   BISHOP  STREET,   WARD   19. 

Coun.  LANGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
construct  tar  sidewalks  on  Bishop  street,  Jamaica 
Plain,  Ward  19,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of 
construction. 

The  order  was  passed   under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


TRANSFER   OF   TELEPHONES, 
HOSPITAL. 


CITY 


Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  confer  with  officials  of  the  New  England 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company  with  a  view 
to  having  the  telephones  at  the  City  Hospital 
transferred  to  the  Highlands  or  Garrison  exchange 
so  that  persons  in  local  districts  can  call  the  hos- 
pital without  extra  charge. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  HUTCHINSON  the  Coun- 
cil voted  at  3.15  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled 
and  were  called  to  order  by  Coun.  WARD  at 
3.45  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Committee' 
submitted  the  following  report: 

1.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
various  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Doris  R.  Roberts,  Recital  Hall,  June  29; 
Madeleine  A.  Carew,  Conservatory  Hall,  June  28; 
Florence  Hamilton,  Steinert  Hall,  June  25;  Ethel 
M.  Gegan,  Whitton  Hall,  June  25;  Esther  Lyons, 
Lithgow  Hall,  June  17  and  18, —  recommending 
that  leave  be  granted  under  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  permits  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  the  petition  of  Margaret  J. 
Gannon  (referred  June  3) — recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
340  of  the  Acts  of  1933  an  annuity  of  sixteen 
hundred  dollars  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Margaret 
J.  Gannon,  widow  of  Patrick  C.  Gannon,  a  member 
of  the  Police  Department  who  died  on  April  2, 
1940,  on  account  of  injuries  received  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duty;  said  annuity  being  made 
up  of  allowances  as  follows: 

For  the  widow,  Margaret  J.  Gannon,  so  long  as 
she  remains  unmarried,  $1,000  per  annum. 

For  each  of  the  following-named  children  during 
such  time  as  he  or  she  is  under  the  age  of  eighteen 
or  over  said  age  and  physically  or  mentally  in- 
capacitated from  earning,  $200  per  annum:  Doris 
P.  Gannon,  born  July  18,  1924;  Margery  J.  Gan- 
non, born  December  19,  1926;  Joanne  M.  Gannon, 
born  February  27,  1934— 


the  payments  to  date  from  April  2,  1940,  and  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Police  Depart- 
ment, Pensions  and  Annuities. 
Report  accepted;    order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  (referred 
today)  recommending  transfer  of  $35,000  from 
the  income  of  the  George  S.  Parkman  Fund  — 
recommending  that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted.  The  roll  was  called  and  the 
order  was  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 

4.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  roday)  for  transfer  of  $7,500  from  the 
Contingent  Fund  for  the  establishment  of  a  Bureau 
of  Americanization — recommending  that  the  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted.  The  roll  was  called  and  the 
order  was  passed,  yeas  21,  nays  0. 

Later  in  the  session  this  vote  was  reconsidered 
by  the  following  action: 

Coun.  HURLEY — I  now  move  for  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  on  the  $7,500  item  for  Ameri- 
canization. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Chairman  WARD — The  question  now  comes 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  the  order  be  laid  on  the  table  until  the  next 
meeting  and  that  at  that  meeting  the  person  em- 
ployed on  that  work  be  called  by  the  Executive 
Committee  to  tell  what  they  have  done  and  what 
they  ex'pect  they  can  accomplish  if  the  appropria- 
tion is  granted. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

5.  Report  on  the  order  (referred  June  10)  that 
the  Finance  Commission  be  requested  to  investi- 
gate issuance  of  permit  for  a  slaughter  house  at 
1 1  Lewis  street  —  recommending  that  same  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF   REPORT. 

Coun.  ENGLERT,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  an  order  recommending 
payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and  sailors  and  their 
families  in  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  month  of 
June,  1940. 

Report  accepted;   said  older  passed. 


REPORT   OF  COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
submitted  the  following: 

Repcrt  on  petition  of  Ermina  Sorrentino  for 
driveway  opening  at  83-87  Porter  street,  East 
Boston  —  recommending  granting  of  a  license. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    CLAIMS. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Michele  Trunfio  (re- 
ferred June  10,  1940)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount 
of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to 
the  Paving  Division  —  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seventy-five  dollars 
($75)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Michele  Trunfio  in 
reimbursement  for  amount  of  execution  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a 
motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Paving  Division, 
Public  Works  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 

2.  On  petition  of  James  H.  McDonald  (referred 
June  10,  1940)  to  be  reimbursed  for  an  execution 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  opera- 
tor of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Sanitary 
Division,  Public  Works  Department  —  recom- 
mending passage  of  the  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thirty- 
three  dollars  and  seventy-six  cents  ($133.76)  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  James  H.  McDonald  in  reim- 
bursement for  amount  of  execution  issued  against 
him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor 
vehicle  belonging  to  the  Sanitary  Division,  Public 
Works  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed. 
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3.  Report  on  petition  of  John  A.  Jennings 
(referred  June  3,  1940)  to  be  reimbursed  for 
amount  of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging 
to  the  Public  Buildings  Department  —  recom- 
mending passage  of  the  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  nine 
dollars  and  seventeen  cents  ($109.17)  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  John  A.  Jennings  in  reimbursement 
for  amount  of  execution  issued  against  him  on 
account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle 
belonging  to  the  Public  Buildings  Department, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 

4.  Report  on  petition  of  John  A.  Jennings  (re- 
ferred June  3,  1940)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount 
of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to 
the  Public  Buildings  Department — recommending 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thirteen 
dollars  and  forty-two  cents  ($113.42)  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  John  A.  Jennings  in  reimbursement 
for  amount  of  execution  issued  against  him  on 
account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle 
belonging  to  the  Public  Buildings  Department, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed. 


APPOINTMENT   OF  ADDITIONAL   POLICE 
OFFICERS. 

Coun.  KELLY  and  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  immediately  appoint  sixty  additional  police 
officers  to  the  Police  Force  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  the  reason  I 
introduce  this  order  along  with  my  colleague  from 
Dorchester  is  because  I  realize  the  Boston  Finance 
Commission  has  sent  us  in  a  report  that  is  not 
completed  about  the  conditions  in  reference  to 
the  Police  Department,  and  in  return  they  have 
also  asked  the  Civil  Service  Commissioner  to 
extend  the  present  list  which  is  going  to  run  out 
on  June  29  before  we  meet  again.  I  realize  also 
the  Police  Commissioner  in  the  City  of  Boston 
asked  for  200  additional  men  some  time  ago  and 
that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  appointed  30  this  year 
and  he  promised  the  Police  Commissioner  that  he 
would  appoint  60  more  men  before  the  present 
list  runs  out.  In  fairness  to  these  men  whose 
names  have  been  on  the  list  for  the  past  two  years 
and  who  did  not  take  the  last  examination,  figuring 
they  were  soon  to  be  appointed,  1  think  his  Honor 
the  Mayer  should  appoint  60  additional  men 
before  this  list  runs  out  on  June  29. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SIDEWALKS,    HEATH   STREET,    WARD    10. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayer, 
to  install  sidewalks  on  the  uncompleted  portions 
of  Heath  street  and  South  Huntington  avenue, 
Ward  10,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


TRAFFIC     OFFICERS    AT    DUDLEY     AND 
WASHINGTON  STREETS,    WARD  9. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  have 
traffic  officers  ou  duty  all  day  Saturdays  and  days 
before  holidays  at  Dudley  and  Washington  streets, 
Warren  and  Washington  streets,  and  Washington 
and  Roxbury  streets,  Ward  9. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  HALEY  STREET. 

Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,   through  his  Honor  the   Mayor,   to 
accept  and  construct  Haley  street,  Ward  11,  either 
as  a  W.  P.  A.  project  or  otherwise. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WADING  POOL,  MADISON  PARK,  WARD  9. 
Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  prepare 
and  draw  up  plans  to  be  submitted  to  the  W.  P.  A. 
authorities  for  a  wading  pool  for  the  children  in 
Madison  Park,  Ward  9. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  UNDESIRABLE  PERSON 
IN    THE   N.    Y.   A. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  It  was  through  the  efficient  and 
prompt  action  of  John  L.  Donovan,  Jr.,  State 
Director  of  the  N.  Y.  A.,  in  discovering  and  ascer- 
T:iining  that  the  wife  of  a  prominent  Communist 
official  was  employed  in  a  high  position  in  the 
N.  Y.  A.  under  an  assumed  name;  and 

Whereas,  The  State  Director  of  the  N.  Y.  A. 
saw  fit  to  discharge  this  undesirable  person  be- 
cause she  violated  the  rules  in  not  reporting  her 
true  name;  and 

Whereas,  This  undesirable  person  was  in  a 
position  to  render  it  possible  for  the  employment 
of  Communists;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council,  in 
meeting  assembled,  is  of  the  opinion  that  this 
person  (Mrs.  Manuel  Blank)  should  be  prosecuted 
to  the  full  extent  of  the  law;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  is  of 
the  opinion  that  the  Dies  Congressional  Com- 
mittee on  Un-American  Activities  should  investi- 
gate all  the  activities  of  Mrs.  Manuel  Blank;  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent 
to  i lie  Dies  Congressional  Committee. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  some  time  ago 
it  was  called  to  my  attention  that  Mr.  Donovan, 
State  Director  of  the  N.  Y.  A  ,  uncovered  the  fact 
that  Mrs.  Manuel  Blank,  wife  of  a  very  prominent 
Communist  official  in  Massachusetts,  was  em- 
ployed in  the  N.  Y.  A.  under  the  name  of  Marion 
K.  Rantz.  She  apparently,  Mr.  President,  did 
not  see  fit  to  register  under  her  real  name.  Ap- 
parently she  was  either  ashamed  of  the  fact  that 
.she  was  ;i  Communist  or  else  she  was  endeavoring 
to  fool  the  proper  law  officials  in  order  to  make  it 
more  easy  to  jam  the  rolls  with  Communis!-. 
This  lady  held  a  very  important  position.  As  I 
understand  it  she  was  in  charge  of  certification 
on  the  N.  Y.  A.  Quite  possibly  if  the  Dies  Con- 
gressional Committee  saw  fit  to  investigate  this 
lady's  activities  they  would  uncover  the  most 
astonishing  evidence  of  subversive  activities  which 
have  been  going  on  in  this  state  now  for  some  few 
years.  As  I  understand  it,  it  has  been  estimated 
that  there  are  in  the  vicinity  of  35,000  Communists 
employed  on  the  W.  P.  A.  throughout  this  nation, 
and  1  for  one,  Mr.  President,  cannot  conceive  of 
any  Communist  being  given  an  opportunity  by 
this  Government  to  work  and  be  paid  with  Federal 
funds  when  we  have  so  many  law-abiding,  honest- 
to-God  American  citizens  who  are  unable  to  get 
on  the  W.  P.  A.,  and  I  know  that  each  and  every 
member  of  this  Council  during  the  past  few 
months  has  been  honestly  endeavoring  to  help 
their  constituents,  good  American  citizens,  get  on 
W.  P.  A.,  and  in  many  instances  they  are  unable 
to  because  of  the  lack  of  money,  yet  we  have  in 
this  nation  35,000  Communists  on  the  pay  roll, 
on  the  Federal  pay  roll,  and  I  think  that  something 
should  be  done  about  it.  I  am  very  much  in  ac- 
cord with  Congressional  action  which  has  made  it 
possible  to  purge  the  W.  P.  A.  rolls  of  all  these 
subversive  agents.  Mr.  President,  I  know  that 
down  in  Newspaper  Row  today  I  was  pleased  to 
read  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
has  upheld  the  decision  of  the  lower  court  and 
Earl  Browder,  that  loud-mouthed  gentleman  who 
represents  the  Communist  Party  of  the  United 
States,  that  gentleman  who  had  the  audacity  to 
put  his  name  on  a  nation-wide  poll  and  run  for 
President  of  the  United  States,  is  going  to  serve 
four  years  in  jail  for  violating  the  Federal  law.  1 
think,  Mr.  President,  if  the  proper  law  enforce- 
ment agencies  throughout  the  United  States  put' 
just  a  little  more  pep  and  vigor  in  checking  on 
these  subversive  agencies  and  in  prosecuting  them 
to  the  fullest  extent  of  the  law,  we  would  have  less 
subversive  activity  in  this  country.     I  think  that 
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up  until  a  few  months  ago  our  Government  has 
been  either  too  tolerant  or  it  has  been  too  lazy  to 
check  on  these  subversive  agencies,  and  I  think 
that  the  events  that  have  taken  place  during  the 
past  few  months  have  conclusively  proven  that 
the  Dies  Congressional  Committee,  which  has 
been  subject  to  considerable  and  unwarranted 
criticism  throughout  this  nation,  has  proven  itself 
to  the  American  people  that  it  has  been  serving 
them  in  an  honest-to-God  capacity  as  a  real 
American  committee.  I  trust,  Mr.  President, 
that  his  Body  will  see  fit  to  pass  this  order. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
concur  with  the  Republican  spokesman  in  believ- 
ing that  the  democratic  gentleman  is  doing  an 
outstanding  job.  I  feel  that  possibly  no  Federal 
appointee  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  has  done 
more  to  aid  the  cause  of  government  that  John 
L.  Donovan,  Jr.  He  is  doing  an  outstanding  job, 
and  I  concur  heartily  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  in  commending  his  activity.  Denouncing 
the  communistic  activities  in  the  state  organiza- 
tion of  the  N.  Y.  A.,  John  L.  Donovan  once  again 
proved  himself  not  only  an  outstanding  executive 
but  an  outstanding  American.  1  think  the  prob- 
lem that  confronts  different  Federal  agencies  to- 
day as  the  result  of  the  introduction  of  subversive 
methods  and  elements  into  them  is  really  creating 
a  dangerous  situation,  but  I  know  that  with  such 
men  as  Donovan  at  the  head  of  them  there  will 
be  no  threat,  and  I  know  he  is  entitled  to  the  re- 
spect and  consideration  and  commendation  of 
every  thinking  American  and  every  public  body 
of  this  type.  His  services  as  head  of  the  N.  Y.  A. 
in  Massachusetts  are  worthy  of  widespread  public 
comment  and  approval. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Rules. 


LICENSING    OF    AUTOMOBILE     DRIVING 
SCHOOLS. 
Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Police    Commissioner,    in 
cooperation  with  the  Registrar  of  Motor  Vehicles, 
be  requested,   through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,   to 
establish  proper  regulations  and  require  a  license 
for  the  operation  of  automobile  driving  schools. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  since  the  streets 
of  Boston  are  used  for  this  purpose  and  each  and 
every  case  of  instruction  is  a  potential  hazard 
and  road  menace,  and  as  numerous  accidents 
injuring  innocent  pedestrians  and  damaging 
property  are  caused  by  so-called  "student  drivers," 
it  is  our  intention  that  we  should  have  some  say 
as  to  who  shall  conduct  and  operate  this  kind  of 
business.  Insurance  rates  have  increased  because 
the  number  of  accidents  have  increased,  and  have 
lowered  when  the  opposite  is  true.  Everyone  is 
concerned  with  the  reduction  of  rates  and  anything 
which  will  show  a  desire  of  public  officials  to  cut 
down  the  number  of  accidents  and  remove  all 
possibilities  of  having  them  should  have  the 
support  of  the  municipal  government  and  the 
taxpayers.  A  license  is  needed  to  conduct  pool- 
rooms, to  operate  junk  shops  and  to  run  pawn 
shops.  Police  reports  are  required  before  the 
license  is  granted.  The  morals  and  well-being  of 
the  city  are  involved.  Then  why  not  license 
driving  schools?  Aside  from  the  much-needed 
revenue  which  would  be  brought  in,  they  involve 
the  safety  and  lives  of  persons.  It  is  important, 
then,  that  persons  operating  such  places  have  a 
clean  and  spotless  record  at  the  Registry  of  Motor 
Vehicles,  and  this  would  also  apply  to  the  in- 
structors as  well.  Owners  under  a  license  would 
be  very  careful  how  they  function  and  who  they 
allow  to  teach  for  fear  of  not  having  their  licenses 
renewed.  No  harm  in  any  form  can  result,  while 
considerable  good  can  come  of  it.  It  would  show 
the  insurance  companies  that  the  City  of  Boston 
wants  all  possible  obstacles,  large  and  small, 
removed  from  the  path  that  leads  toward  lower 
rates.  It  would  make  the  roads  safer  and  be  a 
progressive  step.  Eventually,  it  may  be  adopted 
by  all  communities  and  perhaps  become  a  state 
law.  It  would  do  away  with  newspaper  headlines 
so  often  seen, — "Student  Driver  Strikes  Child." 
"Collision  Caused  by  Student  Driver."  Finally, 
it  would  give  the  city  authorities  a  chance  to 
coordinate  with  Registry  officials  in  checking  the 
equipment  more  often  in  student  cars  so  that  no 
improper  or  faulty  equipment  would  be  used  for 
fear  of  losing  their  license  to  operate  a  driving 


school.  This  plan  does  provide,  a  protection  for 
everyone.  Mr.  President,  I  am  informed  that 
we  have  in  our  streets  over  a  thousand  students 
a  day  who  want  to  have  licenses  for  driving  and 
therefore  I  ask  in  the  name  of  safety  that  this 
order  be  passed. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CHANGE  OF  NAME  OF  BLUE  HILL  AVENUE. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB,  GOODE,  TAYLOR,  M.  H . 
SULLIVAN  and  HUTCHINSON  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  take  action  on  changing  the  name  of 
Blue  Hill  avenue  to  Louis  D.  Brandeis  Boulevard. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Mr.  President,  I  listened 
to  that  order  being  introduced  today  and  I  could 
not  help  but  feel  that  this  is  the  one  nation  where 
it  might  be  Introduced.  Certainly  it  wouldn't  be 
introduced  in  Germany  or  Italy  or  any  other 
Continental  nation.  I  think  it  is  a  spendid  thing 
when  any  legislative  group  of  this  type  can  intro- 
duce an  order  to  take  action  to  honor  the  group 
and  creed  that  has  been  constantly  militated 
against  on  the  other  Continent.  I  want  to  go 
along  with  that  order  and  I  believe  through  the 
unanimous  approval  of  the  members  of  this 
Council  we  will  show  that  the  City  of  Boston  is 
still  tolerant  toward  all  members  of  its  fellow 
citizens  whatever  their  racial  extraction  or  religious 
group. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  I  feel  that 
the  main  purpose  of  this  order  is  not  to  show  the 
dictators  in  other  countries  that  there  is  a  great 
democracy  here.  I  feel  that  a  great  American 
and  a  great  Jew,  one  who  so  strongly  represents 
the  finest  of  his  type  as  a  Jew  and  as  an  American, 
should  be  honored  in  some  such  manner  by  the 
City  of  Boston.  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to 
go  into  his  many  virtues  which  are  well  known  to 
every  citizen  in  the  United  States.  The  name, 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  does  not  denote  any  particular 
thing  of  importance.  It  has  no  great  significance. 
The  Blue  Hills  are  some  distance  away  from  the 
greater  part  of  Blue  Hill  avenue.  Actually  Blue 
Hill  avenue  is  one  of  our  main  arteries,  of  course, 
leading  as  a  gateway  into  the  Blue  Hills.  I  feel, 
Mr.  President,  that  the  change  from  Blue  Hill 
avenue  to  Louis  D.  Brandeis  Boulevard  would  be 
to  pay  a  fitting  tribute  to  a  fine  and  great  person, 
and  I  feel  that  this  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SITE   FOR   FEDERAL    HOUSING  PROJECT, 
WARD   8. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That  the   Boston  Housing  Authority 
be  requested  to  consider  as  a  second  site  for  a 
Federal    Housing   Project   that   area   of   Roxbury 
known  as  the  Orchard  Park  section  of  Ward  8. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ASSIGNMENT  OF  OFFICERS  FOR  TRAFFIC 
DUTY   ON   ALBANY   STREET. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
assign  officers  to  traffic  duty  on  Albany  street, 
at  the  Accident  entrance  of  the  Boston  City  Hos- 
pital, during  the  hours  of  heavy  traffic  from  4 
to  6  p.  m.,  to  relieve  traffic  congestion,  so  that 
hospital  ambulances  may  enter  and  leave  the 
hospital  premises  without  the  present  delay. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  I  introduced 
an  order  in  the  Council  about  three  weeks  ago 
asking  that  a  traffic  light  be  erected  at  the  Am- 
bulance entrance  to  the  Boston  City  Hospital. 
I  have  since  learned  that  the  Traffic  Commission 
has  not  the  available  funds  to  erect  a  traffic  signal 
at  that,  point.  At  the  hours  between  4  and  6 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  and  the  early  morning 
hours  from  8  to  10  o'clock  the  traffic  at  that  point 
is  very  congested  and  there  have  been  numerous 
occasions  of  ambulances  being  tied  up  for  three 
or  four  minutes  and  many  a  time  it  has  cost  the 
life  of  a  patient  being  taken  to  the  Boston  City 
Hospital.  I  think  that,  this  money  that  has  been 
appropriated  by  the  Council  for  the  extra  police- 
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men  here  in  Boston  should  result  in  their  being 
appointed.  They  are  needed  very  badly  and  this 
is  one  of  the  points  that  would  bring  out  the 
advisability  of  Police  Commissioner  Timilty 
appointing  more  policemen  to  the  force. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON— 1  would  like  to  ask 
for  an  amendment  to  that,  that  we  have  the  police 
clear  the  ambulance  lane.  There  is  an  ambulance 
lane  there  and  there  are  also  traffic  lights  on 
Albany  street  at  the  corner  of  Massachusetts 
avenue,  so  that  if  that  ambulance  lane  was  cleared 
they  would  get  right  into  the  hospital. 

Chairman  WARD — The  Chair  would  rule  that 
the  order  is  broad  enough  to  include  the  proposed 
amendment. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  be  requested  to  appoint  a  special  com- 
mittee of  five  members  of  the  Council  to  cooperate 


with  other  branches  of  the  city  government  in 
providing  every  possible  facility  and  courtesy  for 
the  proper  entertainment  oftthe  legionnaires  who 
will  visit  Boston  during  the  National  Convention 
to  be  held  in  September. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


FLAGPOLE,    ARTHUR    McKINNEY    PLAY- 
GROUND, WARD   22. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  erect  a 
flagpole  in  the  Arthur  McKinney  Playground  on 
Faneuil  street,  Brighton,  Ward  22,  prior  to  the 
date  of  the  dedication. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


Adjourned  at  4.15  p.  m.  on  motion  of  Coun. 
WICKES,  to  meet  on  Monday,  July  1,  1940,  at 
2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,   July   1,    1940. 

Regular  meeting  of  tihe  City  Council  in  the 
Co'unicil  Chamber,  City  Ball,  at  2.30  p.  m., 
President  GALVIN  in  the  chair.  Absent, 
C'oun.    Ward. 

The  meeting  -was  opened  'with  the  salute  to 
t'he    Flag. 


Coun.   LANGAN    in   the 


JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  under  the  law,  Coun. 
TAYLOR  presiding  alt  the  jury  box  in  the 
absence  of  -the  Mayor,  as  follows : 

Sixty-one  ibraverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  August  5,   1940  : 

Mario   DeGregbrib,    Ward    1 ;    Louis    J.    Let- 
terieMo,   Ward   1 ;    John    J.    Mendoza,    Ward    1 
Amorino    Rizzo,    Ward    1 ;   Nazzarb    F.    Scarpa 
Ward  1  ;  Charles  F.  Robbdns,  Ward  2  ;  Anthony 
A.    Fairgo,    Ward    3  ;    Benry    Gray,    Ward    3 
Albert    Hollander,    Ward    '3 ;    Francis    W.    Me 
Barron,   Waird   3  ;  Peter   S.   Pantages,   Ward   3 
Louis   B.    Webster,  Ward   3  ;   Edward   W.  JFiltz 
gerald,    Ward    4 ;    John    J.    'Bardy,    Ward    4 
Charles     M.     Johnston,     Ward     4 ;     George    W 
Killam,  Ward  4  ;  Raymond  L.  Woods,  Ward  4 
Lucien    W.    Beaulchaimp,    Ward    5  ;    Charles    O 
Foss,  Ward  5  ;  Harold  W.  MacDonald,  Ward  6 
Michael  J.  Florilo,  Ward  6  ;  Daniel  W.  Birming- 
ham,  Ward   7 ;   Herman   B.   Ceurvels,   Ward   7 
John  T.  Shine,  Ward  7  ;  Bermon  Sdmorte,  Ward 
8 ;    Arthur    A.   MaicGonagle,    Ward    9 ;    William 
Mundy,  Ward  9  ;  John  J.  McEttriek,  Ward   10 
John     B.     Welehlin,     Ward     10 ;     Patrick     J 
Delaney,  Ward  11  ;  John  W.  Norton,  Ward  11 
Ernest   C.   Brown,    Ward    12  ;  Matthew   J.   Cor- 
bett,  Ward  13  ;  John  J.  Egan,  Ward  13  ;  Jaimes 
Brown,  Ward  14;  William  C.  Buddleston,  Ward 
14 ;     Jack     Koretsky,     Ward     14 ;     Philip     Liss, 
Ward    14 :    Roswell    S.    Clarke,    Jr.,    Ward    15 ; 
George    McCann,    Ward    15 ;    William    C.    Mc- 
Donough,  Ward  15  ;  John  C.  Supple,  Ward  15  ; 
John  J.  Quinn,  Ward  16  ;  William  H.  Crtowley, 
Ward   17  ;   Joseph  W.   Deery,  Ward   17  ;   George 
S.    McClain,    Waird    17:    William    J.    O'Malley, 
Ward    17;   John    A.   'Callahan,   Ward    18;    Soto- 
mon     Holzman,    Ward     1'8 ;    John    J.    Murphy, 
Ward    18 ;   Thomas    A.    Gofode,   Ward    19 ;    John 
A.   Boning,   Ward   19 ;   Frank   A.  Mor'an,   Ward 

19  ;  Williiaim  F.  Bocker,  Ward  20  ;  John  A.  P. 
Oilman,    Waird   20 ;    E.    Curtis    Mae'Nutt,    Ward 

20  ;  James  J.  Murray,  Ward  20  ;  Waldemiar  A. 
Peterson,  Ward  20 ;  John  C.  Sullivan,  Ward 
?0 ;  Morris  Gold,  Ward  22  ;  Walter  P.  Ready, 
Ward    2.2. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY  THE   MAYOR. 
The   following   was   received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July   1,   1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirm ati'on  by  your 
Honorable  Body  I  hereby  appoint  the  following- 
naimed    persons    as    weighers : 

Weighers  of  Goods:  Bartell  Swanson,  561 
Summer  street.  Arlington,  Mass. :  George  S. 
Wilbur,  Jr.,  95  Edgemere  road,  West  Roxbury, 
Mass. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,    Mayor. 
Laid  over  one  week  under  the  law. 


OPENING    OF    EAST    BOSTON    RELIEF 
STATION. 

The  following  was   received : 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July   1,  1940. 
Tb  t)be  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  City  Hospital  President,  Board  of  Trus- 
tees, relative  to  your  order  of  June  10,  1940, 
concerning  the  opening  of  the  East  Boston 
Relief  Station  twenty-four  hours  a  day. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Hospital  Department,  June  22,  1940. 
Hon.   Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor   of   Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — At  a  meeting  of  the  Board 
of    Trustees    held    on    June    2(1,    the    following 
order  of  the  City  Council  was  presented : 

"Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
City  Bospiital  be  requested,  through  his  Bonor 
the  Mayor,  to  open  the  East  Boston  Relief 
Station   twenty-four   hours   a  day." 

The  trustees  voted  to  give  this  matter  careful 
study   and   consideration. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Carl  Dreyfus, 
\  President,    Board   of   Trustees. 

Placed   on   file. 


RESANDING   OF   SAVIN   HILL   BEACH. 
The   following    was   received :    , 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July   1,  1940. 
To  tihe  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to 
your  order  of  June  10,  1940,  concerning  the 
resanding  of  Savin  Hill  Beach,  which  has  been 
provided  for  in  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City   of   Boston , 
Park  Department,  June  27,  1940. 
William    T.  -Doyle, 
-      Chief    Clerk,   Mayor's    Office. 

Dear   Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum   of   re- 
cent date,   with   inclosure,  order   from  the  City 
Council    that    the    Park    Commission     arrange 
for  the  resandinig  of   Savin    Hill   Beach,   which 
has  been   provided   for   in   a  W.   P.   A.   project. 
Please    be    inlfoirmed    there-  are    800    tons    of 
sand  on  order  at  the  present  time,  arid  as  soon 
as    it  is  delivered   this   sand  .-will  be  spread  on 
Savin    Bill   Beach   by  the   W.    P.    A.   workmen. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed   on   file. 


SALUTE  TO   FLAG   AT   PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 
The   following   was    received: 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July   1,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  School  Oamimiittee  Secretary  relative  to 
your  order  of  May  20,  1940,  concerning  tlhe 
instructing  of  alll  teachers  and  children  alfJtend- 
ing  the  Boston  public  schools  to  salute  the 
Flag  olf  our  country,  and  to  pledge  allegiance  bo 
said  flag  at  some  time  during  school  hours 
every  school  day  of  the  year. 

Respecff  ully, 
Maurice  J.   TOBIN,    Mayor. 

City   of   Boston. 
School  Committee,  June  26,   in  10. 
Hon.   Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor   Of   Boston. 
Domr  Sir. — At   a   meeting  of  the  City   Council 
on     May     20,     19(0.     the     fallowing     order     was 
passed  : 

"Ordered.  That  the  Boston  School  Committee 
bo  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
instruct  all  teachers  and  children  attending  the 
Boston    public    schools    to    salute    the    Flag    of 
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our  taountry,  and  to  pledge  allegiance  to  said 
flag  at  some  time  during  school  hours  every 
school  day  o'f  the  year." 

The  School  Committee  has  asked  me  to  say 
that  the  Regulations  require  that  in  every 
classroom  the  Pledge  to  the  Flag  shall  be 
given  at  least  once  a  week,  and  this  regula- 
tion is  strictly  adhered  to.  The  superintendent 
reports  that  in  many  of  the  schools  the  pledge 
noiw  is  given  daily  and  is  given  on  all  occa- 
sions when  pupils  are  assembled  in  the  au- 
ditorium. The  salute  to  the  flag  and  the 
pledge  are  given,  in  connection  with  all  pa- 
triotic exercises    in   the   schools. 

It  seems  to  the  Comnmiltitee  inadvisable  at 
this  time  to  make  the  daily  salute  and  pledge 
coimpulslory. 

Respectfully   yours, 
Ellen   M.   Cronin,   Secretary. 

Placed  on   file. 


RESURFACING   STREETS  IN   WARD   8. 
The   following   was    received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  oif  the  Mayor,  July   1,   1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  June  3,  1940,  concerning  the 
resurfacing  the  following  streets  in  Ward  8, 
under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction : 
Marshfield   street,    Robey  street. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public   Works   Department, 
June  24,  1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,     Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From   George  G.   Hyland,  Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Resurfacing  of  Marshfield  and  Robey 
Streets. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council 
that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Work- 
resurface  the  following  streets  in  Ward  8  under 
the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction :  Marsh- 
field  street,  Robey  street. 

Please  be  advised  that  these  streets  are 
under  consideration  for  submission  for  ap- 
proval on   a  W.   P.   A.   project. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed   on   file. 


DROP   LIGHT   ON   COMMONWEALTH 

AVENUE. 
The   following    was    received : 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  olf  the  Mayor.  July  1,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Coirmmisslioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  June  10,  1940,  concerning  the 
installation  of  a  drop  light  on  Commonwealth 
avenue,  Ward  21,  opposite  the  Capitol  Theatre. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin.   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works   Department, 

June  27,   1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,     Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From   George  G.   Hyland,  Commissioner,  Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject :  Droip  Light  on  Commonwealth 
Avenue,  Opposite  Captiol  Theatre. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council 
that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
install  a  drop  light  on  Commonwealth  avenue, 
Ward   21,  opposite  the   Capitol   Theatre. 

Upon  investigation  I  find  that  this  section 
of  the  sltireet  is  very  well  lighted.  The  in- 
stallation of  drop  lights  does  not  come  within 
the    jurisdiction    of    this    department. 

George  G.  Hyland. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on   file. 


SIDEWALKS,   WARD    8. 
The   following   was    received: 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July   1,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Cormnrissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  June  3,  1940,  concerning  the  in- 
stallation of  artificial  stone  sidewalks  on  the 
following  streets  in  Ward  8,  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
p  roject : 

Marshfield  street,  Woodward  avenue,  Clarence 
street,    Langdon    street,    Shirley    street,    Rock- 
ford   street,    Burrell   street,    Albion   street. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

June  26,    1940. 
To     William    T.    Doyle,     Chief     Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From   George  G.   Hyland.   Commissioner,   Public 

Works    Department. 
Subject :        Sidewalks      on      Marshfield      Street, 
Woodward   Avenue,   Clarence  Street,   Lang- 
don Street,  Shirley  Street.  Rockford  Street, 
Burrell    Street,    Albion    Street. 
I     return     herewith    order     in     City     Council 
that      the      Commissioner      of      Public      Works 
install   artificial  stone  sidewalks   on    the  above- 
mentioned    streets    in    Ward    8. 

Upon   investigation   I   find  that  the  sidewalks 
on    these    streets    consist    mostly    of   brick    and 
i r'ial  stone  which  have  been   in  for  a   num- 
ber of  years. 

It  is  our  intention  later  on  in  the  year  to 
submit  this  work  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project  for 
approval. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed   on    file. 


WH1TTIER   STREET   HEALTH   UNIT. 
The    following   was    received : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July   1,   1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Health  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  June  3,  1940,  concerning  the  opening  of  the 
park  connected  with  the  Wnitbier  Street  Health 
Unit.  Ward  9.  at  once,  from  S  a.  m.  to  11  p.  m. 
-and  the  pool  therein  be  opened  daily  from 
S  a.  m.  to  S  p.  m.  for  the  comfort  and  en- 
joyment of  the  residents  of  that  district. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City   of   Boston. 
Health   Department.  June  26,   1940. 
To     William    T.    Doyle,     Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From    H.    F.    R.    Watts.    M.    D.,    Health    Com- 
missioner,  Health   Department. 
Subject :      City   Council    Order   Concerning    the 
Opening   of    the   Whittier   Street   Pool. 

There  is  provision  in  the  Health  Department 
budget  for  the  employment,  for  nine  weeks 
at  $22  per  week,  of  two  matrons  to  staff  the 
Whfttier   street    wading   pool. 

To  utilize  this  force  to  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage to  the  children  of  the  district,  the 
nine  weeks  from  July  3.  1940.  to  September 
3,  1940.  have  been  selected  for  the  operation  of 
the  pool.  It  has  been  the  experience  in  the 
past  that  there  have  been  but  few  days  prior 
to  July  4th  hot  enough  to  make  the  pool 
popular.  Up  to  date,  this  has  been  the  case 
this    year. 

Civil  service  has  delayed  so  long  providing 
this  department  with  a  list  of  eligibles  for 
matrons  that  it  has  not  been  possible  yet  to 
select  the  matrons.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that 
they  may  be  available  for  duty  on  July  3 
next.. — the  date  when  it  is  planned  to  open 
the  pool. 


JULY    1,    1940. 
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Should  hot  weather  suddenly  coime  before 
that  day,  I  hope  to  be  aJble  to  open  tlhe  pool 
at  any  time  with  temporary  help  detached  from 
other    duties. 

H.   F.   R.  Watts,  M.  D., 

Health   Commissioner. 
Placed   on   file. 


CONSTRUCTION   OF   OLDFIELDS   STREET. 

The   following   was    received : 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July   1,   1940. 
To  tlhe  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Oomimissiioner  relative  to 
your  order  olf  June  10,  1940,  concerning  the 
construction  of  Oldfields  Street,  Ward  14,  and 
installation  of  sidewalks  thereon,  under  the 
W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works   Department, 

June  24,   1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,     Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From   George  G.   Hyland,  Commissioner,   Public 

Works    Department. 
Subject :     Construction  of  OMifields  Street. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council 
that  the  Ctommlssioiner  of  Public  Works 
construct  OWIfields  street,  Ward  14,  and  install 
sidewalks  thereon,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan 
of  construction. 

The  Street  Laying-Out  Department  changed 
the  name  of  the  above  to  Oldfields  road,  and 
laid  same  out  from  Columbia  road  to  410  feet 
northwesterly. 

Please  be   advised   that   this   portion    of   Old- 
filds    road    will    be   submitted    for    approval    on 
a  W.   P.   A.  project  for  construction  this  year. 
George  G.  Hyland, 
'Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on   file. 


PAINTING  WHITE  LINE   ON   CENTRE 

STREET. 
The   following   was    received : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  olf  the  Mayor,  July  1,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  June  10,  1940,  concerning  the 
painting  of  a  white  line  along  tlhe  middle  of 
Centre  street,  Ward  20,  from  Belgrade  ave- 
nue to  Weld  sltreet. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of  Bios  ton, 
Traffic   Commission,   June  25,   1940. 
Hon.   Maurice  J.  Tolbin, 

Mayor   of   Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order    dated    June    10,    1940,    which    reads    as 
follows  : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
paint  a  White  line  along  the  middle  of  Centre' 
street.  Ward  20,  froim  Belgrade  avenue  to  Weld 
sltreet." 

I  have  issued  orders  to  paint  the  white 
center  line  in  Centre  street,  West  Roxlbury, 
from  Belgrade  avenue  to  Weld  street,  as  soon 
as    weather  conditions    permit. 

Respectfully    yours, 
William   P.   Hickey,   Commissioner. 
Placed   on    file. 


INSTALLATION    OF    "STOP"    SIGN. 
The   following   was    received : 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor.  July   1,   1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith   letter  from 
the    Traffic     Commissioner     relative     to     your 


order     of      June     10,      1940,      concerning     ttihe 
erection  olf  "Stop"  signs  alt  Welles  avenue  and 
Washington  street.  Ward  17,  in  both  directions. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic    Connimission,   June  25,    1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tolbin, 

Mayor   of   Boston. 
Dear    Mr.    Mlayor, — This    is    to    acknowledge 
receipt  of   Council   order   dated    June   10,    1940, 
which   reads   as   follows : 

"Ordered,  That  tlhe  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
erect  'Stop'  signs  at  Welles  avenue  and  Wash- 
ington  street,   Ward    17,   in   both   directions." 

There    have   been,    three    accidents    involving 
personal   injuries   at   the  intersection   of  Wash- 
ington   street    and    Welles    avenue    since    19i36. 
The  accident  rate  at  this   intersection  does  not 
warrant    the    erection    of    "Stop"     signs    and, 
furthermore,    the    State    Department   of    Public 
Works     would    not    approve    of    "Stop"    signs 
that  would  stop  traffic  in  both  streets. 
Respectfully   yours, 
William   P.   Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC     SIGNALS    AT    CLEVELAND 
CIRCLE. 

The   following    was   received: 

City  of  B'Oston, 
Office  olf  the  Mayor,  July  1,   1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Traffic  CoimimiKsiioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  June  10,  1940,  concerning  the 
installation  of  automatic  traffic  signals  at 
Cleveland   Circle,   Ward  ,21. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  olf   Boston, 
Traffic   Comrnlission,   June  25,    1940. 
Hon1.  Maurice  J.  Tolbin, 

Mayor   of   Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order    daited    June    10,    1940,    which    reads    as 
follows  : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  automatic  traffic  signals  at  Cleveland 
Circle,    Ward    21." 

There   are    no   funds    available   to   this    com- 
mission   at   the   present   time,  for   the    installa- 
tion of  traffic  signals  at  this  intersection. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William   P.   Hickey,   Commissioner. 
Placed  on   file. 


INSTALLATION   OF    "SLOW"    SIGNS   ON 
SOUTH    STREET. 

The    following   was   received : 

City  of   Boston. 
Office  olf  the  Mayor,  July   1.  19)0. 
To  tlhe  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — T  transmil  herewith  letter  from 
tlm  Traffic  OonnimSbsiioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  June  10.  1910.  conr-rning  Che 
installation  of  "Slow"  signs  on  Souitlh  street. 
Ward  19,  from  Archdale  road  to  bhe  junction 
of    South    and    Washington    streets. 

Respect  Cully, 
Maurice  -J.   Toiun,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston*, 
Traffic    Commission,    Jun-    25.    1910. 
Hon.    Maurice  J.   Tolbin. 

Mayor   of   Boston. 
Dear  Mr.   Mayor. — This   is   in  reply   In  Council 
order    daited     June- 10.     1940.     which     r,   id.      n. 
f o.l  lows  : 

"Ordered,  Thai  tlhe  Traffic  Oanundasiioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  'Slow'  signs  on  South  street.  Ward  19. 
from  Archdale  road  to  Hie  j>in.li>n  of  South 
and   Washington    streets." 
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Our  accident  records  show  that  there  have 
been  only  three  accidents  involving  personal 
injuries  in  South  street  at  and  foefoween  in- 
tersections from  1936  to  May,  1940.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  the  engineers  of  this  commission 
that  the  .installation  of  "Slow"  signs  in  South 
street   is   unnecessary. 

Respectfully   yours, 
William   P.   Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on   file. 


TRAFFIC     SIGNALS,     GALLIVAN     BOULE- 
VARD AND  WASHINGTON  STREET. 
The   following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    July    1,    1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  June  10,  1940,  concerning  the  in- 
stallation of  automatic  traffic  lights  at  the 
junction  of  Gallivan  Boulevard  and  Washing- 
ton   street,    Ward    17. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

Oity  of   Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  June  25,   1940. 
Hon.    Maurice    J.    Tobin, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order    dated    June    10,    1940,    which    reads    as 
follows :  . 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,  through  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  automatic  traffic  lights  at  the  junction 
of  Gallivan  Boulevard  and  Washington  street, 
Ward    17." 

When  funds  are  made  available  for  the  in- 
stallation of  automatic  traffic  signals  this 
intersection    will    be    signalized. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William   P.   Hickhy,   Commissioner. 
Placed    on    file. 


PRINTING     OF     INDEXES     AT     SUFFOLK 
REGISTRY    OF    PROBATE. 
The    following    was    received  : 

C.itv    of    Boston, 
Office  of   the   Mayor,   July   1,    1940. 
To    the    Oity    Council. 

Gentlemen,- — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Register  of  Probate  for  the 
County  of  Suffolk  in  which  he  requests  ap- 
proval of  the  use  of  a  certain  sum  of  money 
allowed  in  the  budget  for  the  current  year 
for  the  purpose  of  copying  indexes  or  pro- 
viding new  indexes  for  the  records  in  his 
custody. 

There  is  also  attached  a  suggested  form 
of    order    for    your    approval. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

Suffolk  County  Probate  Court, 

Boston,   June   18,   1940. 
To   Hon.    Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 
From  Arthur  W.  Sullivan,  Register  of  Probate. 
Subject :    Suffolk   County    Probate   Court,    Peti- 
tion    for     Approval     of     County     Commis- 
sioners   to    Consolidation    of    Indexes    1923 
to     1935,    inclusive. 
To    His    Honor    Mayor    Maurice   J.    Tobin    and 
the    Honorable    City    Council    of    the    City 
of    Boston. 
Gentlemen, — Under    section     15    of    chapter 
217    of    the    General    Laws,    the    Register    of 
Probate    is    authorized,    with    the    approval    of 
the    County     Commissioners     and     at    the    ex- 
pense   of    the    county,    to    cause    copies    of    in- 
dexes or  new  indexes  to  the  records  which  are 
in   his   custody   to   be  printed. 

It  is  necessary  at  this  time  that  the  indexes 
to  the  records  in  my  custody  for  the  period 
from  January  1,  1923,  to  December  31,  1935, 
inclusive,    be    consolidated    and    printed. 

Most  of  the  work  preliminary  to  printing 
and  binding  is  completed.     It  is  all  assembled 


and  in  order  and  there  remains  only  com- 
paring, printing  and  binding  to  be  done. 
While  your  appropriation  of  funds  in  the 
current  budget,  in  the  sum  of  ninety-five 
hundred  dollars  for  printing  and  binding  and 
seven  hundred  dollars  for  clerical  work  in- 
cidental thereto,  may  be  tantamount  to  ap- 
proval. I  believe  that  I  should  secure  formal 
approval  before  the  work  of  actual  printing 
and   binding   begins. 

This  work  must  be  done  after  regular  office 
hours  by  clerks  familiar  with  it.  In  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  said  statute, 
approval  is  hereby  respectively  requested  to 
expend  for  such  overtime  work  a  sum  not 
exceeding  seven  hundred  dollars,  and  for 
printing  and  binding  said  indexes  a  sum 
not  to  exceed  ninety-five  hundred  dollars,  as 
approved  in  budget  for  this  department  for 
1940. 

Respectfully   yours, 
Arthur  W.  Sullivan,  Register. 

Ordered.  That  the  Register  of  Probate  for 
the  County  of  Suffolk  be  authorized  to  pre- 
pare and  have  printed,  and  sell,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  section  16  of  chapter 
217  of  the  General  Laws,  copies  of  the  indexes 
of  the  records  and  papers  in  his  custody,  and 
to  expend  for  that  purpose,  for  overtime 
work  not  exceeding  seven  hundred  dollars, 
and  for  the  printing  of  said  indexes  not  ex- 
ceeding   nine   thousand    five   hundred   dollars. 

Referred    to    Executive    Committee. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred    to    the   committees    named,    viz. : 

Claims. 

George  L.  Berry,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  in  performance 
of    duty. 

James  L.  Brooks,  to  be  reimbursed  for  ex- 
ecution   issued    against    him. 

Joseph  Capillo.  to  be  reimbursed  for  ac- 
cident which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of    duty. 

Tony  Casella,  Jr.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect 
at   170    Western   avenue. 

Cataldo  Ciocco.  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  in  performance 
of   duty. 

Melville  C.  Davis,  for  refund  on  gas  ap- 
pliance   permit. 

William  J.  Degnan.  to  be  reimbursed  as 
l'esult  of  accident  which  occurred  while  in 
performance    of    duty. 

Norman  T.  Edwards,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  and  damages  to  car  caused  by  an 
alleged    defect     in     Huntington     avenue. 

Charles  H.  Hatch,  to  be  reimbursed  as  re- 
sult of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  per- 
formance  of    duty. 

Michael  Kaczka.  to  be  reimbursed  as  re- 
sult of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  per- 
formance   of    duty. 

Emmett  J.  Kelley,  to  be  reimbursed  as 
result  of  accident  which  occurred  while  in 
performance  of  duty. 

Michael  J.  Leahy,  to  be  reimbursed  as  re- 
sult of  accident  which  occurred  while  in 
performance  of   duty. 

Lumbermen's  Mutual  Casualty  Company, 
for  compensation  for  damage  to  property  at 
SSS  South  street,  caused  by  snow  loader. 

Daniel  T.  O'Connell,  to  be  reimbursed  as 
result  of  accident  which  occurred  while  in 
porformance  of   duty. 

Ruth  I.  Parsons,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  dress  caused  by  paint  on  benches, 
Boston    Common. 

Sarkis  Peterson,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car   by  patrol  wagon. 

Lester  J.  Riggs,  for  compensation  for  loss 
of  clothing  at  City   Hospital. 

Maurice  Segel,  to  be  reimbursed  for  ac- 
cident which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of    duty. 
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Maurice  Segel,  to  be  reimbursed  for  ac- 
cident which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of  duty. 

Sadie  Springer,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  clothing  caused  by  paint  on  benches, 
Boston    Common. 

Delia  T.  Walsh,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  72  Mt. 
Pleasant    avenue. 

Benjamin  White,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  oar   by   city   truck. 

Jean  L.  LaJFarque,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  officials  of  Park 
Department. 

Alfred  A.  Bates,  for  refund  on  secondhand 
furniture    license. 

Licenses. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway,  to  operate  motor 
vehicles  over  Columbia  road  and  other'   streets. 

D.  Henry  Cram,  Inc.,  for  driveway  open- 
ing   at    24    Power    street. 

William  E.  Lynch,  for  driveway  opening 
at    449    Dorchester    avenue. 

Executive. 
Petition    of    Charles    I.    Hodell    for    children 
to    appear    at    Roslindale    Municipal     Building 
on    June    27,    1940. 


ORGANIZATION    OF   CITY   PLANNING    ' 
BOARD. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  organization  of 
the  City  Planning  Board  by  the  election  of 
William    Stanley    Parker    as    chairman. 


TRAIN   SERVICE   TO   HYDE   PARK. 

Notice  was  received  concerning  service  to 
rlyde  Park  by  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad,  per  order  of  the  Depart- 
ment of   Public   Utilities. 


ACTION     ON     FINANCIAL     MATTERS. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK  called  up  No.  4  on  the 
calendar.    No.    4    was    as    follows : 

4.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $7,500  be, 
and  hereby  is,  transferred  from  the  Contin- 
gent Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Bureau 
of  American iziation,  to  be  expended  by  said 
bureau,  under  the  direction  of  tihe  Mayor, 
in    the    prosecution    of    its    duties. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— I  call  up  No.  4  in  order 
to  make  the  motion  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Executive  Committee,  and  I  make  that 
motion.  I  should  like  to  have  the  two  gentle- 
men, Mr.  Flanagan  and  Mr.  Walsh,  who  are 
to  do  the  work,  come  before  the  Executive 
Committe  to   explain   what  they   are  doing. 

Chairman  LANGAN — The  Chair  under- 
stands the  gentlemen  are  waiting  to  be  called. 

The  order  was  referred  to  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Chairman  LANGAN — The  Ohair  now  calls 
up   Nos.   2   and   3   on   the  calendar,   as   follows : 

2.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  June  24,  1940,  of  Jacob  Levime,  to 
be  a  Constable  authorized  to  serve  civil  pro- 
cess   upon    filing    bond. 

3.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  June  24,  1940,  of  Irma  Leavitt,  to 
be   a    Weigher    of    Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Wickes  and  Russo.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  14,  yeas  14,  nays  0,  and 
the    appointments    were    confirmed. 


SIDEWALKS    IN    WARD    7. 

Coun.  LINEHA'N  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Pub- 
lic Works  make  a  sidewalk  in  front  of  Bell- 
flower  street  side  of  No.  769  Dorchester  ave- 
nue and  in  front  of  No.  17  Bellflower  street, 
Ward  7,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon  ;    said    sidewalk    to    be    from    3    to    10 


inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be 
from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be 
built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edge- 
stones,  under  the  provisions  Of  chapter  196 
of    the    Special    Acts    of    1917. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE     ON     CLAIMS. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  a  report  on  the  petition 
(referred  June  24)  of  John  F.  Horgon  to 
be  reimbursed  for  amount  of  execution  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator 
of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Fire 
Department — recomm  ending  the  passage  of 
the    following : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seventy -three  dol- 
lars and  twenty-tfour  cents  ($73.24)  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  John  F.  Horgan  in  reimbursement 
for  amount  of  execution  issued  against  him  on 
account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor 
vehicle  belonging  to  the  Fire  Department,  said 
sum   to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted  ;  order  passed. 


ANNUITY    FOR   THOMAS    E.    GOGGIN. 

Coun.  WICKES,  for  the  Committee  on 
County   Accounts,   submitted   the  folitawtiing : 

The  Conrumittee  on  County  Accounts1,  to 
whtom  was  referred  April  29,  ,1940,  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  E.  Goggin  for  further  pay- 
ments under  the  provisions  of  chapter  422  of 
the  Acts  of  1936,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, respectfully  report  tlhat  Mr.  Goggin's 
petition  is  based  on  the  contention  that  the 
payments  for  his  permanent  incapacity  from 
injuries  received  while  in  the  employ  of  the 
county  should  be  measured  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  chapter  364  of  the  Acts  of 
1935,  which  was  in  effect  at  the  time  chapter 
422  of  the  Acts  olf  1936  was  accepted  by  the 
city.  The  coimimittee  is  in  sympathy  w.iitih  this 
theory  and  accordingly  recommends  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  order. 

Ordered,  •  That  in  addition  to  the  amount 
heretofore  allowed  and  paid  to  Thomas  E. 
Goggin  under  the  authority  of  chapter  422  of 
the  Acts  of  19'36,  there  be  allowed  and  paid 
to  said  Goggin  compensation  of  eighteen  dol- 
lars a  week  to  date  fromi  August  i3H,  1936,  and 
to  continue  during  the  period  of  has  permanent 
incapacity. 

Report   accepted ;   said   order   passed. 


NOTICE   TO   COUNCILORS   OF   HEARINGS. 

Coun,  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  he  re- 
quested to  instruct  the  Street  Commissioners 
to  notify  promptly  each  councilor  of  any  hear- 
ing for  any  purpose  in  said  councilor's  ward, 
and  that  said  notice  be  mailed  in  sufficient 
time  to  permit  members  of  the  City  Council 
to  prepare  for  said  hearing. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  I  am  introducing  this 
order  and  I  think  it  is  a  very  worthy  order. 
This  morning  there  was  a  hearing  set  for 
eleven  o'clock,  a  company  that  no  one  seems 
to  know  who  the  company  is,  what  their 
standing  is,  seeking  a  permit  to  store  40,000- 
000  gallons  of  ojl  apposite  the  L  Street  Bath 
at  the  Galf  Posture  section.  The  councilor 
in  this  district  where  the.  permit  was  sought 
was  notified  Saturday  morning  about  the  hear- 
ing this  morning  and  he  was  not  prepared  to 
be  there,  but  the  other  councilors  in  Dor- 
chester took  dare  of  it  in  a  very  able  manner 
and  had  the  hearing  put  over.  My  reason 
in  asking  for  this  order  to  he  passed  is  that 
passing  through  part  of  my  ward  Saturday 
evening  I  noticed  a  gasoline  filling  station, — 
a  very  elaborate  one  which  also  carried  a 
large  billboard  telling  anyone  with  $1,000  that 
that  was  all  he  had  to  have  to  go  into  busi- 
ness ;  they  would  set  them  up.  $1,000.  The 
f.niiipany   that   had    the   billboard   erected    there 
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foals  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  permit.  I 
■was  never  nioiBified  by  the  Street  Commissioner 
of  this  permit  and  I  have  been  informed  it 
is  only  a  matter  oif  courtesy  that  they  would 
notify  the  councilor  and  it  is  sort  of  a  slip- 
shod manner  that  these  notifications  are  hand- 
led. On  this  hearing  this  morning  the  Street 
Commissioner  lays  the  blame  with  Mr.  Green 
and  said  he  was  notified  in  ample  time  U> 
■notify  the  couniciloir.  Mr.  Green  denies  it  oral 
says'  notice  was  given  to  the  councilors  im- 
imied'iaitely  reaching  his  office.  I  think  there 
should  foe  soime  way  the  Mayor  would  notify 
these  department  heads  to  notify  the  councilor 
directly,  not  leaving  it  here  to  be  handled  with 
any  tiw;o  on'  three  messengers,  and  giving  theim 
aimlple  time — not  an  hour  or  a  day — to  go  and 
oppose  these  petitions  if  they  see  fit.  1  think 
'the  Mayor  should  instruct  all  department  heads 
on  orders  of  this  nature  that  they  should 
contact  the  councilor  personally,  by  registered 
mail,  or  in  person.  I  know  two  or  three  oc- 
casions in  my  ward  when  these  permits  have 
been  granted.  Mr.  Donoghue  last  Saturday 
night  told  me  very  forcibly  it  was  only  a  mat- 
ter of  courtesy  that  the  councilors  were  noti- 
fied and  that  it  was  always  published  in  the 
daily  papers.  Yes,  they  do.  Those  people 
who  are  seeking  these  permits,  if  they  expect 
a  little  opposition,  they  do  not  have  it  in  all 
editions  of  the  paper.  They  put  it  in  one 
edition  that  is  nut  circulated  very  much  and 
in  this  particular  'paper  this  petition  was  ad- 
vertised in  for  the  morning's  hearing,  it 
was  put  in  one  edition  of  the  paper,  the  last 
edition.  That  is  really  a  night  paper.  I 
explained  to  the  coimmissioner  that  we  had 
full  confidence  that  he  would  notify  us  arid 
prclbaibly  all  the  councilors  do  not  buy  all  the 
Boston  'papers  looking  for  these  petitions.  So, 
I  think  this  Council  should  pass  the  order  and 
nave  the  Mayor  tell  them  they  have  got  t»  do 
it  and  then  we  will  ha^ve  less  trouble  regard- 
ing the  offending  practices  that  are  being 
set  uip  by  the  Board  and  Commissions. 

'Couin.  FISH — Just  briefly,  I  would  like  to  go 
along  wti'tlh  the  councilor  from  Ward  8  in  his 
request  to  have  the  Mayor  inform  every  de- 
partment head  to  give  the  councilor  sufficient 
nUbi.ce  on  these  Orders  that  are  of  so  much 
importance  to  us.  It  is  not  very  nice  to  be 
sitting  in  your  hoime  and  have  somebody  call 
you,  as  they  called  me  Saturday  morning,  and 
told  me  of  a  proposed  project  of  -10.000,000 
gallons  of  gasoline  and  fuel  oil  storage  in 
Dorchester  Bay.  Fortunately,  we  have  got 
the  hearing  postponed  until  a  week  from  to- 
morrow, amid  it  is  a  project  <>f  such  magnitude 
that  I  think  everybody  in  Boston  should  be 
interested,  in.  it.  In  all  sympathy  with  the 
residents  of  East  Boston  who  have  had  to  pint 
utp  with  oil  storage  over  there,  I  do  not  think 
we  Want  it  to  come  into  Dorchester  and  I  do 
not  think  that  the  members  of  this  City 
Council  who  are  here  in  a  twofold  capacity, 
namely,  to  represent  their  .particular  district 
but  also  as  members  of  the  City  Governrment, 
should  alloiw  a  hearing  of  that  nature  to  be 
heard  unlelss  everyone  is  represented  and  op- 
posing it.  Just  one  more  thought, — not  par- 
ticularly on  that  hearing,  but  what  the  'coun- 
cilor from  Ward  8  just  mentioned,  that  a  gas 
station  has  been  erected  im  his  district  and 
hie  was  not  notified.  True,  I  think  they  may 
not  be  required  by  law,  but  if  they  have  fallen 
down  on  extending  the  courtesy  to  the  coun- 
cilor from  Ward  8,  'I  wouldn't  blame  him  if  he 
stood  up  on  this  floor  and  asked  for  the 
immediate   removal   of  any   such    commissioner. 

iCoun.  WTCKES — I  want  to  agree  with  the 
two  previous  speakers.  I  was  not  aware  until 
eleven  o'clock  last  night  that  this  oil  condition 
was  going  to  exist,  or  that  they  were  going 
to  place  it  in  Dorchester, — 40,000,000  gallons 
of  oil.  Not  long  ago  there  were  two  lulbri- 
toriums  and  gasoline  stations  also  built  in 
Wart  17  and  I  was  not  told  of  it,  and  I,  too, 
aim  going  on  record  here  now,  beginning  to- 
day, and  from  mow  on,  I  want  to  know  of 
everything  that  is  going  to  happen  in  Ward 
17,  and  I  don't  want  any  fooling  or  amy  bluff 
about  it,  and  I  hope  that  goes  downstairs  and 
I  hope  that  will  be  remembered,  too. 
■  'Coun.  COFFEY— This  seems  like  an  op- 
portune time  for   me   to  get   in   on   this.      This 


smacks  of  graft  we  have  had  since  the  Mayor 
has  been  Mayor  of  Boston  for  two  years  and 
five  months, — no  notifications.  Of  course  you 
won't  get  any  notification,  not  if  there  is  a 
dollar  in  it  for  the  Mayor  or  any  of  his 
henchmen.  You  tell  him  what  to  say ;  you 
are  in  with  the  Mayor ;  you  'have  been  his 
stooge  up  there  tipping  them  off,  telling  them 
how   to   do    it  and   what  to  do. 

Chairman  LANGAN — I  think  the  person- 
alities can  be  well  eliminated.  If  you  have 
something  to  say  of  a  general  nature,  I  think 
the  Council  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  you, 
but    let   us   not   have  any   personalities. 

Coun.  COFFEY — This  smacks  of  graft  the 
same  as  that  slaughter  house  permit  given 
in  my  ton  tl  that  was  signed  by  the  Mayor. 
That  didn't  go  through  the  City  Council  and 
the  law  is  that  any  permit  granted  in  the 
nature  of  a  slaughter  house  permit  shall  be 
first  given  permission  by  the  City  Council 
and  the  signature  of  the  Mayor.  The  Mayor 
signed  the  permit, — $2,000  in  graft  paid  in 
that  and  there  will  be  plenty  of  graft  paid 
on  the  oil  storage.  In  uur  town  regarding 
u.l.  we  have  had  a  man  come  over  there  and 
put  in  one  30,000-gallon  tank  and  he  uses 
the  name  of  "State  Fuel  Company,"  but  I 
know  definitely  the  Gulf  Oil  Company  is  be- 
h'nd  this  man.  Go  over  there  and  see  today. 
You  will  see  fifteen  tanks  over  there, — fifteen 
30,000-gallon  tanks,  where  the  man  only 
started  with  one  and  he  has  paid  plenty  of 
graft  right  into  City  Hall.  They  don't  need 
the  councilors.  They  don't  want  the  councilors. 
They  want  to  get  it  all  for  themselves.  They 
i  want  the  councilors  to  get  in  on  it 
and  especially  if  the  councilor  has  courage 
enough  to  stand  up  in  his  shoes.  Something 
eLse  took  place  this  morning.  The  same  thing 
smacks  of  graft.  The  councilor  isn't  going 
to  get  in  on  it.  They  are  going  to  split  it  up 
in  their  own  seven  or  eight  ways.  Take  the 
investigation  the  District  Attorney  is  now  go- 
ing   through   on   the   Faneuil   Hall  Market. 

Coun.  FISH — My  particular  grievance  when 
I  rose  to  my  feet  this  morning  was  mainly 
with  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Street 
i  mi.-siontrs.  I  gave"  no  thought  to  the 
second  floor  of  this  building  and  I  do  not 
think  this  should  be  brought  into  this  particu- 
lar matter.  I  merely  repeat  that  I  think  we 
are  entitled  at  least  to  the  courtesy  of  two 
weeks'  notice  of  any  hearing  that  is  to  be 
held  by  any  board,  and  that  is  not  the  func- 
tion nor  the  duty  of  the  Mayor  and  I  see 
no  reason  under  the  sun  why  any  talk  of 
graft  should  come  into  a  proposition  when 
we  merely  seek  to  get  proper  notice  of  hear- 
ings. 

tCoun.  TAYLOR — Since  the  beginning  of  the 
year  I  have  heard  nothing  from  a  certain  in- 
dividual, whether  he  is  opposed  to  it  or  not, 
but,  that  there  is  graft  connected  with  it. 
It  is  a  cry,  of  course,  that  receives  publicity, 
— the  word  "graft."  Never  once  has  this 
gentleman  ever  undertaken  to  give  any  def- 
inite prdof  of  the  evidence  of  graft.  Now, 
I  have  not  always  been  with  the  Mayor  of 
Boston.  I  have  opposed  him  during  my  three 
years  on  things  that  perhaps  I  thought  were 
not  best,  but  never  once  have  I  ever  pointed 
any  finger  of  suspicion  at  that  office,  because 
no  finger  of  suspicion  should  be  pointed  at 
tlut  office,  because  during  the  time  that  he 
has  been  in  office  he  has  given  to  the  City  of 
Boston  the  most  honest,  finest  and  cleanest 
administration  ever  given  to  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton during  the  time  since  it  has  been  given  a 
charter. 

Coun.  COFFEY — All  I  have  to  say  is  one 
wo  rd , — stooges . 

Chairman  LANGAN — Councilor  Coffey,  I 
will  appreciate  it  that  while  I  am  in  the 
chair,  temporarily,  that  you  refrain  from  any 
type  of  personalities  that  would  reflect  upon 
any  member  of  this  Council.  I  am  sure  they 
respect  your  attitude  if  it  is  an  honest  one 
and  I  think  they  are  entitled  to  the  same 
courtesy. 

Ooum.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN — Speaking  on  the 
order,  I  agree  heartily  with  the  order  Coun- 
cilor Hurley  has  introduced.  I  have  had  the 
same  experience, — the  Street  Commissioner  on 
gasoline     permits,     not    being     notified    of    the 
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hearing  until  the  morning  of  the  hearing.  I 
also  have  in  mind  the  Licensing  Board.  They 
do  not  notify  any  councilors  of  a  transfer  or 
reopening  of  any  liquor  establishments  in  the 
wards  of  the  city.  So  I  move,  Mr.  President, 
to  amend  it  hy  striking  out  the  "Board  of 
Street  iComimiissioners"  aind  inserting  "all 
coimimtssioners  or  department  head's  to  notify 
promptly." 

Chairman  LANGAN — No  objection  biding 
heard,  the  amendment  is  included  in  the  order. 
The  Chair  asks  unanimous  consent  to  mlake 
a  statement.  No  objection  being  made,  the 
Chair  will  make  it.  I  have  not  been  in  this 
Council  for  a  very  long  time,  but  the  problem 
that  was  mentioned  here  today  that  confronts 
the  councilors,  was  one  of  the  first  problems 
that  faced  imie,  namely,  in  regard  to  having 
notices  of  various  licenses,  especially  of  gaso- 
line s'tatioms  in  miy  wa.rd.  I  wemt  into  the 
history  of  it  a  little  bit  and  I  found  prior 
to  the  adlminiistratiloin  of  Mayor  Tobin  that 
it  was  not  even  customary  to  give  notices 
out  to  the  councilors.  I  was  very  much  sur- 
prised about  it.  In  olther  words,  prior  to  the 
administration  of  Mayor  Tobin,  no  councilor 
ever  received  any  notice  at  any  time  about 
any  gaso'Kne  permits  that  was  given  to  any 
particular  section  of  the  city,  and  while  I 
agree  that  perhaps  the  notices  that  are  mow 
given  are  not  as  good  as  they  might  be,  at 
least  I  say  that  the  present  Mayor  is  mot 
worthy  or  deserving  of  censure  foir  at  least 
taking  a  forward  step — that  is,  a  courtesy  to 
the  councilors*.  I  feel  sure  that  the  type  of 
notice  certainly  will  be  corrected  and  that 
moitice  will  be  given  to  us.  I  do  not  think 
the  present  administration  should  be  censured 
for  taking  a  forward  move  that  is  favorable 
to  the  Council  but  rather  should  be  given 
some  amount  otf  commendation  for  taking  a 
forward  step. 

Coun.  HURLEY — In  introducing  this  order 
-I  surely  had  mo  idea  of  any  censure  towards 
the  Mayor.  I  realize  that  he  has  been  all 
right  with  me  and  I  haive  nothing  against 
the  Mayor.  My  main  idea  in  introducing  thiis 
order  is  from  the  laxraess  in  the  way  the 
notices  are  given.  The  blame  is  always  be- 
ing put  on  the  other  fellow's  shoulders. 
Donoghue  says  it  is  Green  and  Green  says  it 
is  Dorioghue,  so  to  eliminate  that,  if  all  the 
department  heads  would  notify  the  councilors 
personally  or  by  registered  mail — there  won't 
be  much  expense — there  are  not  many  hearings 
that  would  entail  expense  in  contacting  the 
councilors  personally,  and  I  had  nto  reason  to 
censure  the  Mayor  when  I  introduced  the  order. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN — Just  on  a  point 
of  information.  Iif  this  order  should  pass  it 
is   just  a  courtesy  extended  to  the  councilors  ? 

Chairman   LANGAN — Yes. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — And  if  the  department 
heads  see  fit  they  do  not  wanlt  to  notify  us, 
they  do   not   have  to,   is  that   right  ? 

iCIhairrwan  LANGAN — No.  There  is  no  way 
of  compelling  thienn  under  the  present  set-up, 
but  I  understand  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Mayor  that  the  councilors  be  notified. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— 'That  is  true,  but  they 
have  been  very  lax.  There  is  a  good  example 
right  here,  and  I  think  it  is  in  order  now  that 
an  order  be  drawn  up  compelling  them — 
whether  a  City  Ordinance  or  the  Law  Depart- 
ment— to  draw  uip  an  order  to  aanend  the 
City  Charter  that  the  various  department  heads 
be    compelled    to    give   the    councilors    notice. 

Chairman  LANGAN — My  immediate  impres- 
sion, without  investigation,  is  that  that  would 
be  outside  of  our  jurisdiction.  It  would  be  an 
administrative   function. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Having  been  in  politics 
about  four  years,  I  found  it  hard  at  times  to 
go  to  different  meetings  and  get  any  satis- 
factory information,  but  during  these  four 
years  I  have  had  occasion  to  go  before  the 
Street  Comimlissibner's  and  from  experience  I 
want  to  say  this — that  I  think  they  are  the 
finest  Board  I  have  ever  consulted  with.  They 
have  always  been  fair  and  courteous  on  every 
occasion.  In  Pact,  almost  extremiely  so.  When 
I  first  want  into  public  office  I  happened  to 
be  fortunate  enough  to  go  before  the  Street 
Commissioners,  having  the  interest  of  my  dis- 
trict    in     mind,     wondering     how     I    could    get 


information  about  certain  permits  that  were 
goiinig  to  be  sought.  I  saw  the  chairman  of 
the  Street  Commissioners,  and  he  told  me  as 
a  result  of  my  request  he  would  send  me 
notices  of  everything  that  was  going  to  be 
sought  in  my  district,  and  I,  for  one,  can  say 
that  cnn  every  occasion  I  have  received  a  notice 
of  anything  which  was  going  on  in  my  district 
in  that  particular  department.  I  am  one  mem- 
ber, and  I  want  to  thank  them  for  the  service 
they   have  given  me  the  last  four  years. 

Coun.  FISH — Would  the  councilor  from  Ward 
7   yield? 

Coun.    LINEHAN— I   yield. 

Coun.  FISH — I  would  like  to  ask  the  coun- 
cilor, through  the  Chair,  when  he  received 
nlotice  otf  this  40,00'0,000-gallon  gasoline  and 
■fuel    oil   storage. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  am  very  glad  to  answer 
the  gentleman  torn  Ward  16.  It  happens  that 
this  particular  site  which  is  in  question  re- 
garding the  storage  for  40,000,000  gallons  is 
in  Ward  13,  although  I  will  admit  it  is  very 
close  to  my  ward.  Now,  if  I  had  told  the 
Street  Commissioners  I  also  wanted  notice  of 
everything  taking  place  in  Ward  13  and  Ward 
16,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  I  would 
have  received  a  notice  of  the  same  thing,  but 
I    never  requested   it. 

Coun.  CAREY— While  on  the  subject,  if  it 
is  in  order,  I  would  like  to  mlake  a  motion 
that  we  change  the  words  in  Councilor  Hurley's 
order  "sufficient  time"  to  read  "at  least  one 
week's  notice,"  because  Saturday  morning  I 
received  niotiee  in  the  Boston  American  that 
a  hearing  was  to  be  held  tomorrow  morning 
relative  to  the  particular  permit  in  my  dis- 
trict that  I  have  already  successfully  opposed 
before  the  Appeal  Board  on  two  occasions, 
and  I  now  find  the  .petitioners  coimimg  in  for 
a  third  time.  I  do  not  think  two  or  three 
days'  notice  is  sufficient.  A  matter  of  this 
kind  should  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
people  in  the  district  and  I  think  we  should 
have  at  least  one  week's  time  so  we  could 
make  preparations  to  have  our  district  prop- 
erly represented  toy  residents  in  the  locality. 
I  thinlk  the  Mayor  is  in  favor  of  keeping  the 
councilors  advised  and  notified  of  those  hear- 
ings for  whatever  purpose  they  are  going  to 
be  held.  I  do  not  think  we  are  getting  suf- 
ficient notice,  and'  I  move  that  the  words 
-"sufficient  time"  be  changed  to  read  "at  least 
one   week's   notice." 

Chairman  LANOAN^There  being  no  ob- 
jeob:on  the  order  will  be  amended  as  suggested 
by  Councilor   Carey. 

Order  as  amended  passed  unlder  suspension 
of  the   rule. 


RE-EISTABLISHMENT     OF     LOCAL     FIVE- 
CENT    FARES    ON    BOSTON    ELEVATED. 

Coun,  CHASE  offered  'the  following: 
Ordered,  That  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  in- 
creased the  local  fares  on  four  initown  bus 
limes  from  five  cents  to  ten  cents,  which  in 
'the  opinion  of  the  City  Council  is  unwarranted 
and  .unfair  to  the  citizens  of  Boston,  that  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  Trustees  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  re-establish 
the   five-cent   local   fares. 

Coun.  CHASE — About  a  month  ago  the 
Boston  Elevated  trustees  saw  fit  to  increase 
local  fares  on  four  in-town  bus  limes  which 
affect  my  district  and  the  districts  of  several 
other  councilors.  I  believe,  Mr.  President, 
that  I  have  talked  on  this  matter  several 
other  times  to  this  Body'.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  last  week  I  requested  the  Council  to 
pass  an  order  requesting  the  Boston  Elevated 
manager  to  come  up  and  explain  his  actions 
in  increasing  local  fares.  To  date,  we  have 
received  no  answer.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
I  -am  particularly  incensed  with  the  actions 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Eleva/ted  in 
increasing  these  local  fares.  I  feel  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  should  personally  do  Bome- 
thimg  about  re-establishing  these  five-cent 
fiaree.  There  are  many  workers  in  my  dis- 
trict who  are  affected  by  the  increase  and 
business    men    are   also    affected    by    it.     I   can- 
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not  possibly  conceive,  as  I  have  already  said 
before,  how  the  Boston  Elevated  trustees  can 
justify  their  action.  As  the  councilor  from 
Ward  5  stated  a  few  weeks  ago,  St  would 
appear  more  reasonable  if  the  Elevated  trus- 
tees would  adopt  a  zone  system  and  compel 
the  suburban  people  to  pay  a  higher  rate  in- 
stead of  soaking  the  local  residents  a  tern-cent 
fare  foir  a  one  mile  ride  on  a  bus.  There  is 
no  reason  why  the  Boston  Elevated  trustees 
should  pick  oin  the  local  Bostonian  here.  Why 
should  he  pick  on  those  four  in-town  lines. 
Of  all  the  bus  lines  in  Boston  and  Metro- 
politan Boston,  he  singles  out  four  bus  lines 
in  my  district  and  other  districts  adjoin- 
ing my  district.  Apparently  the  trustees  of 
the  Boston  Elevated  will  say  in  defence  of 
their  action  that  they  are  faced  with  a 
deficit  and  they  have  to  adopt  a  businesslike 
method  to  prevenit  any  further  deficit.  But, 
Mr.  President,  in  endeavoring  tu  make  up 
their  deficit,  instead  of  soaking  the  local 
residents  unreasonably,  which  they  have  don 
they  should  adopt  the  policy  suggested  in 
this  Council  of  charging  a  larger  fare  to 
those  residents  in  suburban  Boston.  Now, 
Mr.  President,  I  noticed  an  editorial  not  tome 
ago  in  one  of  the  Boston  leading  nrv.  pap 
and  it  was  not  any  too  favorable  toward  the 
trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated,  and  th  ! 
trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, to  my  way  of  thinking,  should  im- 
mediately re-establish  those  local  fares  and 
in  the  event  they  do  nut  re-establish  them, 
tlhey  should  justify  their  actions,  not  by  any 
lame  excuse  that  the  Elevated  is  operating 
at  a  deficit,  but  by  tangible  evidence  show- 
ing that  they  are  justified,  showing  evtfdeni 
that  those  four  lines  should  pay  a  ten-cent 
loclal  fare  in  preference  to  charging  a  tifteen- 
cenit  fare  to  those  suburban  residents,  or  on 
amy  other  lime,  and  I  think,  Mr.  President, 
that  the  City  Council  of  Boston  which  is 
chargeable  with  the  authority  of  granting 
licenses  to  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
for  permission  to  use  tine  streets  of  Boston, 
should  be  recognized  by  the  trustees  of  the 
Boston  Elevated,  and  here  only  last  week 
wie  asked  the  manager  of  the  Elevated  to 
come  before  this  Body  and  offer  an  explana- 
tion to  this  law-making  Boston  City  Council, 
oif  why  they  raised  the  fares,  but  no  answer 
has  come  before  us,  and  I  say,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, once  again,  that  this  is  a  matter  which 
the  Oity  Council  is  not  only  interested  in 
butt  which  his  Honor  the  Mayor  should  be 
interested  in,  and  I  trust,  Mr.  President, 
the  Council  will  pass  the  order  and  the  Mayor 
will  personally  notify  the  trustees  and  the 
manager  of  (the  Elevated  pertaining  to  this 
order. 

Coun.     KELLY— Will    you    kindly     have    the 
clerk    read    the    order  ? 

(The  order  is  read  by  the  clerk.) 
lOouin.  KELLY — Mr.  President.  I  have  noth- 
ing against  the  order.  The  order  is  a  good 
one  in  itself,  but  in  regard  to  Councilor 
Chase's  remarks  that  they  ought  to  raise  the 
fares  of  suburban  Boston,  I  will  have  to 
disagree  with  him.  I  was  glad  to  hear  him 
get  up  on  the  floor  today  and  say  he  was 
wondering  why  Mr.  Dana  didn't  come  down 
before  the  members  of  the  Council.  I  see  one 
good  reason  why  if  I  was  Sn  Mr.  Dana'c 
position  I  wouldn't  come  down  here  for 
the  mere  fact  it  has  been  so  easy  for  him  in 
previous  years,  after  the  members  of  the 
Boston  City  Council  went  on  record  practically 
unanimously  asking  his  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor not  to  sign  the  Elevated  voucher  for 
the  deficit  on  the  City  of  Boston  and  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, — so  long 
as  dt  is  easy  for  the  Boston  Elevated  to  pre- 
sent that  Elevated  deficit  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governor, — and  I  can  remember  two  years 
ago  when  his  Excellency  the  Governor  was 
running  for  Governor,  he  had  all  over  the 
Commonwealth  signs,  reading  "Opportunity 
for  the  young  and  security  for  the  old."  He 
didn't  think  of  those  two  statements  when 
these  vouchers  for  the  Elevated  deficit  were 
presemlted  to  him ;  when  he  tried  to  put  it 
through   without   bringing    it   before   the   mem- 


bers of  the  Governor's  Council  and  even 
appeared  personally — the  first  time  a  governor 
appeared  personally, — and  asked  that  the 
deficit  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Eailroad  be 
signed  without  even  a  hearing  before  the 
Governor's  Council.  So  I  sympathize  with 
the  Republican  Councilor  from  the  Back  Bay, 
but  I  say  the  ten-cent  fare  to  suburban  Bos- 
ton is  large  enough  and  this  deficit  of  the 
Boston  Elevated  does  not  exist.  But  I  also 
sympathize  with  him  for  the  main  reason 
that  Mr.  Dana  won't  appear  before  this  Body 
because  it  is  so  easy  for  him  to  have  the 
deficit  signed  in  the  State  House  every  year. 
Coun.  TAYLOR — It  is  very  apparent.  Mr. 
President,  why  the  Boston  Elevated  is  in- 
creasing their  fares  from  five  to  ten  cents. 
They  want  to  reduce  the  deficit  and  the  rea- 
son why  is  because  they  know  the  agitation 
that  is  now  being  created  through  the  City 
of  Boston-  by  the  people  of  Boston.  They 
know  the  stockholders  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
must  receive  their  guaranteed  dividends.  They 
don't  want  the  exposure  given  to  it  during 
Lhe  past  few  months,  so  as  a  result  they  must 
have  made  up  their  minds  that  they  want  to 
reduce  the  deficit  of  the  City  of  Boston  so 
they  won't  receive  the  criticism  of  the  officials 
by  the  people  cf  Boston.  However,  they  are 
not  going  to  take  it  away  from  the  stock- 
holders. The  wealthy  stockholders  must  re- 
ceive their  niunev  year  in  and  year  out.  So 
they  advised  this  scheme  instead  of  having 
the  stockholders  relinquish  any  part  of  their 
ddvddendf  are   going   to   charge   the   poor 

people    ten    cents    so    that    at    the    end    of    the 
they    may    fool    the   people    into    thinking 
they     have     reduced     their     deficit     when     as     a 
ei-    of    fact    all    they    are   attempting    to    do 
i    tix    those    people    who    are    less    able    to 
afford    it    for    a   short    ride   and    raise    it    from 
five    to    ten    cents.      There    is    no    doubt    that    is 
what    their    purpose    is    and    in    order    to    pay 
their    stockholders    and    show    the    people    they 
are  reducing  the  deficit,  they  are  camouflaging 
their  actions   now    by   attempting   to  foist  upon 
the    poor    of    Boston    the    extra    five-cent    piece. 
In    my    oi>ini.,n    it    should    be   condemned. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  would  like  to  make  my- 
self clear.  1  did  not  advocate  the  raising  of 
fares  of  the  Boston  Elevated  either  in  Boston 
or  suburban  Boston,  but  it  was  mentioned  in 
this  Body  some  few  weeks  ago  that  it  would 
appear  more  reasonable  if  the  trustees  of 
the  Boston  Elevated  would  charge  the  subur- 
ban man  living  outside  of  Boston  a  little 
more  for  his  long  ride  of,  say,  ten  miles, 
id  of  raising  the  fare  in  Boston  from 
rue  to  ben  i-eiUs  on  a  little  mile  and  a  half 
bus  ride.  It  was  mentioned  in  argument  a 
few  weeks  ago  that  a  zone  system  would 
appear  more  reasonable  for  the  Elevated 
trustees  to  adopt  and  that  is  what  1  mentioned 
in  my  talk  before  the  Council  a  few  mo- 
ments ago  that  it  would  appear  more  reason- 
able if  the  trustees  should  do  such  a  thing  in 
preference  to  selecting  the  four  imtown  bus 
lines,  picking  on  these  local  people  in  prefer- 
ence to  people  away  outside  of  Boston.  Just 
think,  a  man  way  out  in  Arlington  Heights 
can  ride  in  to  any  part  of  Boston  for  ten 
cents,  and  the  man  in  Copley  square  who 
takes  the  bus  to  go  down  to  Rowes  Wharf, 
a  distance  of  slightly  over  one  mile,  the 
fore  is  ten  cents  today.  Where  is  there  any 
rhyme  or  reason  to  that  fare?  Is  it  right 
and  proper  to  the  rest  of  the  district  or  any 
adjoining  district  that  uses  that  line?  Why- 
should  the  man  away  outside  of  Boston  be 
given  the  same  fare?  That  is  my  argument. 
The  trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated  say  ap- 
parently in  endeavoring  to  justify  the  increase 
that  "we  are  operating  the  Elevated  at  a 
deficit  and  we  have  to  jack  up  the  fares."  I 
say,  why  pick  on  the  local  man?  The  ride 
he  is  having  isn't  worth  any  more  than  a 
nickel  and  that,  I  think,  everyone  in  Boston 
will  agree  with  me  on  and  every  fair-minded 
man  throughout  the  state  will  agree  with  me 
on.  When  you  ride  on  the  New  York.  New 
Haven  &  Hartford,  they  do  not  have  any 
crazy  system  like  that  They  charge  you 
according  to  so  many  cents  per  mile.  The 
Elevated    Railroad    trustees    apparently    eee    no 
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reason  why  the  local  resident  who  rides  for 
a  distance  of  slightly  over  one  mile  should 
not  pay  ten  cants.  Apparently  the  trustees 
think  they  are  justified  in  that  action.  Well 
I  stay,  Mr.  Priasirijent,  if  that  is  the  kind  of 
management  we  are  getting  ait  Boston,  then 
they  ought  to  resign  aind  put  in  efficiency 
management  and  I  say,  Mr.  Presid'ent,  I  am 
sure  that  everyone  here  will  agree  with  me 
that  my  argument  is  logical.  I  am  sure 
that  I  am  mot  unfairly  attacking  these  gemtle- 
mem  and  I  am  sure,  Mr.  President,  that  if 
the  manager  of  the  Elevated  would  appear 
before  us  he  could  not  possibly  justify  his 
action  in  increasing  the  local  fares  in  prefer- 
ence to  taking  someone  way  out  in  the 
Sticks,  so  to  speak.  Mr.  President,  on  these 
particular  four  in-town  bus  lines,  to  show 
you  how  ridiculous  the  whole  thing  is  ;  people 
from  Arlington,  Heights  and  from  other  sec- 
tions of  the  state  come  into  the  City  of 
Boston  to  work,  get  off  at  Copley  Square 
and  are  given  a  transfer,  take  the  transfer  and 
get  into  the  Copley  Square  bus  and  ride  to 
any  section  of  Boston  which  hapene  to  be 
near  the  line, — Stuart  street,  Rowes  Wharf, 
Atlantic  avenue, — and  yet  the  poor  local  resi- 
dent that  lives  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Copley  square,  who  has  not  had  the  advantage 
of  already  riding  for  ten  miles,  he  steps 
initio  the  bus  and  instead  of  getting-  a  transfer 
he  puts  din  a  bright  shiny  tan-cenit  piece. 
Where  is  there  any  rhyme  or  reason  to  such 
an  increase?  And  so  I  say  that  is  the  Mason 
I  am  on  the  floor  of  the  Council  arguing  that 
the  Elevated  trustees  are  doing  a  very  unfair 
thing  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  in  selecting 
these   four   in-town   bus   limes    for    increase. 

Coum.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  the  councilor 
from  Ward  4  and  myself  several  weeks  ago 
put  in  an  order  requesting  the  trustees  of 
the  Boston  Elevated  not  to  jack  up  the  price 
On  these  four  bus  lines.  I  cannot  deliberate 
further  than  what  the  councilor  from  Ward  4 
has  said.  I  really  want  to  add  this :  That  on 
the  part  of  the  trustees  it  seems  they  are  only 
throwing  just  a  simoke  screen  around  to  the 
people  of  Boston  trying  to  make  them  under- 
stand, or  think,  they  are  trying  to  reduce 
their  deficit.  I  say  that  is  a  false  economy, 
to  take  it  out  of  the  people  who  are  forced 
to  ride  perhaps  for  not  over  a  mile  and  make 
them  pay  ten  cents.  Five  cents  is  sufficient, 
and  if  it  was  run  in  a  businesslike  manner, 
the  Boston  Elevated  should  not  have  the 
tremendous  deficit  they  have  shown  for  so 
many  years.  In  New  York  you  and  I  know 
we  can  ride  for  five  cents  from  one  pant  of 
the  city  to  another  and  I  say  why  not  here 
in  Boston?  I  say  that  the  trustees  should 
come  before  this  Body  and  give  sufficient 
evidence  that  they  are  justified  in  raising 
the  five-cent  local  fare  to  ten  cents  and  I 
hope   this    order    will    pass. 

_  Coun.  KELLY — I  said  I  agreed  with  Coun- 
cilor Chase's  order,  but,  of  course,  the  trouble 
in  Boston  is  not  with  the  amoiint  of  fare 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railroad  Company  is 
charging  the  citizens  of  Boston,  because  in  my 
opinion  we  should  all  ride  for  five  cenits,  no 
matter  what  part  of  Boston  we  live  in.  The 
trouble  ds  that  they  are  paying  $5  a  share 
to  the  stockholders.  Now  the  average  person 
doesn't  realize  what  that  is.  A  share  of. 
stock  is  worth  $50  a  share  and  when  they 
are  paying  $5  a  share,  they  are  only  paying 
them  10  per  cent  on  their  money, — on  a 
road  that  is  supposed  to  be  losing  money  and 
the  President  of  the  same  company  draws  a 
$25,000  a  year  salary.  But  this  deficit  will 
always  exist.  I  was  tickled  to  death  when 
I  heard  the  Republican  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil,— it  was  music  to  my  ears,  because  this 
deficit  will  always  exist  while  the  stockholders 
are  able  to  collect  $5  a  share  on  their  stock, 
and  while  the  Governor  up  in  the  State  House 
will  sign  that  warrant  ordering  the  people 
of  Boston  and  the  fourteen  cities  and  towns 
of  the  Commonwealth  to  pay  this  deficit  to 
the_  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company,  when 
if  it  was  run  on  the  level  we  wouldn't  have 
any    deficit. 

Order   passed    under'   suspension    of   the   rule. 


OPENING  YARD  OF  TIMILTY  SCHOOL. 

Ociun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
open  up  the  school  yard  of  the  James  P. 
Timilty  School  and  to  erect  seats  there  for 
the  convenience  of  the  people  of  the  disitnict. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  this 
particular  location  in  Eliot  square  takes  in  a 
seation  where  the  children  in  that  neighbor- 
hood, in  order  to  go  to  the  playground  area, 
have  to  cross  Eliot  square,  or  Roxbury  Cross- 
ing. Prior  to  the  school  closing,  children 
always  used  the  school  yard  after  the 
custodian)  left  in  the  evening.  The  children 
used  it  fon-  roller  skating  and  it  was 
a  pleasure  to  see  the  children  using  the  school 
yard  and  not  using  the  streets  and  the  side- 
walks as  they  have  to  do  in  some  sections. 
I  have  also  asked  in  the  order  that  benches 
be  erected  in  the  rear  of  the  building  as  this 
is  a  site  which  overlooks  the  entire  city  and 
also  overlooks  the  harbor.  We  have  these  sites 
in  Parker  Hliil  and  Dorchester  and  I  know 
we  can  have  one  there  with  the  erection  of 
benches  so  that  parents  may  go  there  in  the 
evening  in  the  warm  weather  and  enjoy  the 
ibeauty  of  the  city.  I  hope  the  School  Com- 
mittee allows  the  request  in  this  order  and 
that  the  order  will  be  passed. 

Older  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LEXINGTON    STREET    CAR    SERVICE. 

Coun.   COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    trustees    of    the    Boston 
Elevated    Railway    be    requested,    through     his 
Honor    the    Mayor,    to    continue   the   Lexington 
street,   Ward    1,   oar  service  after  8   p.  m. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.40  p.  m.,  on  motion 
of  Coun.  HURLEY,  to  take  a  recess  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  re- 
assembled and  were  called  to  order  by  Chair- 
mlan    LANGAN   at    4.45   p.    m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mi'ittee,  submitted  the  following : 

.1.  Report  om  petition  of  Charles  I.  Hodell 
for  children  to  appear  ait  Roslindale  Municipal 
Building  on  June  27,  1940, ■ — recommending  that 
leave  be   granted   under    usual   conditions. 

Report  accepted  ;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  this  day)   authorizing  certain  records 

of      Registry     of      Probate  '   be     consolidated — ■ 
recoimm  ending   that  same  ought  to  pass. 
Report  accepted  ;  said  order  passed. 

3.  On  the  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  June  24)    for  transfer  of  $7,500  from 

the  Contingent  Fund  to  the  Bureau  of 
AmierlTcanizaltBon, — recommend  ing  passage  of 
the  order  with  the  following  amendment  : 
"Said  appropriation  to  cover  a  period  of 
twelve   months   from  July   1,   1940." 

Report  accepted.  Question  came  on  passage 
of  the  order  as  amended. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  want  to  go  on  record 
as  opposing  this  for  several  reasons.  The  first 
reason  is  that  I  do  not  see  why  $7,500  of  the 
city's  money  should  be  spent  in  a  useless  cause. 
As  Mr.  Flanagan  read  the  number  of  aliens 
from  each  ward  in  the  city  he  read  off  in  my 
ward  some  5,880  aliens.  I  have  the  list  that 
was  taken  from  the  Attorney-General's  office 
last  year  and  there  are  7,800  aliens  in  my 
ward,  so  I  am  in  sympathy  with  helping  these 
aliens  if  we  can  to  make  citizens  out  of  them. 
But  what  assurance  have  we  from  these  two 
men  that  they  will  get  these  1,900  aliens  on 
the  welfare  and  make  citizens  out  of  them? 
There    is    only    going    to    be    two    men.     They 
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cannot  give  their  time  to  the  number  wno  may 
apply  or  cannot  help  them  in  any  way  and 
in  the  event  these  aliens  on  welfare  do  want 
to  become  citizens,  where  are  they  going  to 
get  the  money  to  get  their  papers  ?  They  are 
now  getting  so  little  they  cannot  live  on  it, 
$6.63  a  week  for  a  married  couple,  and  sup- 
posing they  do  want  to  become  citizens,  I  say 
where  are  they  going  to  get  the  money  ?  A 
short  time  ago  we  had  an  order  asking  for 
a  telephone  operator  for  $1,500  a  year  and 
the  Mayor  didn't  see  lit  to  sign  that  order. 
He  vetoed  it,  but  here  he  is  creating  two  jobs 
■for  two  friends  of  his  and  they  are  not  go- 
ing to  do  anything.  It  is  a  board  like  at  the 
State  House.  1  went  in  and  tried  to  save  the 
Boiard  at  the  time,  but  it  was  shown  that  the 
state  never  made  an  average  of  ten  citizens 
a  year.  'Cappuoci  and  I  went  into  that 
thoroughly  and  found  that  they  were  notdoinv;  a 
good  job  and  as  a  result  it  was  abolished  and  1 
cannot  see  why  we  are  going  bo  set  up  a  OOtllpIe 
oif  jobs  for  the  Mayor  at  an  expense  of  $7,500. 
I  am  surprised  at  the  Hack  Bay  councilor  that 
he  does  not  appose  it  since  he  is  supposed 
to  make  a  study  oi  icon. -my  here.  He  preaches 
eco'tiomy.  He  opposed  the  telephone  operator 
which  we  need  so  we  can  do  some  favors 
for  the  citizens  of  our  ward.  Another  sugges- 
tion,— why  not  make  it  a  W.  P.  A.  and  put 
twenty  or  thirty  to  work  at  a  small  salary 
instead  of  creating  two  jobs  for  friends  of 
the  Mayor? 

■Coun.  GOODE — I  feel  that  Mayor  Tobin', 
effort  to  create  a  bureau  for  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton under  his  direction  as  timely  and  shows  a 
real  patriotic  insight  and  is  especially  signifi- 
cant at  'this  bime.  One  of  the  finest  documents 
on  Americanization  which  I  have  ever  read 
is  the  report  of  the  Dies  CmimitUe  as  rend- 
ered recently  to  the  Congrc-s  of  the  United 
States,  a  report  which  1  heartily  commend  to 
the  members  of  thus  Body  to  read.  In  this 
report  we  find  conclusive  evidence  that  i 
is  a  need  for  programs  of  Americanization 
in  every  large  city  of  America.  We  find  proof 
that  subversive  activities  are  doting  much  to 
stir  up  class-hatred  even  in  our  own  country. 
Proof  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  the  newer 
races  fee]  that  they  owe  some  kind  of  allegiance 
to  some  foreign  power  because  of  some  i 
faimily  connection  or  heritage.  A  program  of 
Americanism  can  do  much  to  win  the  ignorant 
back  to  an  appreciation  of  that  which  is  theirs 
because  they  are  privileged  to  be  Americans 
in  a  city  which  has  often  set  the  pattern  for 
other  cities  to  follow  because  of  its  command- 
ing position  in  the  cultural  life  of  America. 
By  appreciia'tiimg  that  which  is  Americanism 
we  are  preserving  here  in  Boston,  through  ex- 
ample, the  hope  of  peace  anions  pc  .pie  of 
all  racial  strains  and  all  religious  coucepis. 
An  Americanization  program  can  be  used  to 
educate  and  combat  the  propaganda  of  those 
who  want  us  again  by  force  of  arms  to  take 
our  political  thoughts  and  philosophies  to  the 
old  world.  Recent  events  have  proved  beyond 
a  doubt  that  those  who  believe  that  this 
country  is  invincible  are  this  country's  worst 
enemies.  Mayor  Tobim  is  to  be  congratulated 
in  inaugurating  this  program  for  Boston,  for 
surely  there  is  need  for  such  a  bureau  to  teach 
us  that  "eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of 
liberty."  I  understand  also  included  in  this 
program  is  an  effort  to  interest  those  young 
people  who  are  on  the  verge  of  becoming 
voters,  to  gelt  them  interested  enough  in  their 
country  to  go  down  a.nd  register  and  I  feel 
no  better  choice  could  be  .made  than  the  men 
appointed  to  carry  on  this  work.  I  know  the 
head  of  the  department.  I  have  known  him 
for  many  years  and  he  is  a  very  high  type 
oif  man.  I  feel  he  is  financially  independent 
and  I  think  that  he  is  the  finest  choice  that 
cam   be   made  to  carry  on   this   work. 

<Ctoum,  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— I  think  this  is  a 
veiry  effective  appeal  for  this  type  of 
Americanization  in  Boston.  Every  December 
several  members  of  the  Boston  City  Council 
through  their  own  efforts  made  an  effort  to 
asslist  in  the  naturalization  of  every  alien-born 
Bostoniain.  In  Ward  22  I  was  instrumental  in 
visiting  about  250  different  families  and  hun- 
dreds of  non-citizens  in  my  district  and  I  know 
at  the  time  Councilor  Galvin  of  Charlestowm  put 


about  a  thousand  on  the  list  who  were  not 
citizens.  The  records  today  reveal  about  800  in 
my  ward  and  750  in  Councilor  Galvin's  ward, 
so  we  were  in  some  instances  effective  in 
causing  people  of  the  city  who  are  of  foreign 
birth  to  avail  themselves  of  the  possibilities 
of  naturalization.  You  yourself,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, engaged  in  this  effort,  as  did  Councilor 
Lyons  and  Councilor  Hutchinson.  We  did 
it  at  our  own  expense  and  I  think  we  have 
clone  something  to  effect  am  economy  in  the 
city  in  the  management  of  the  Welfare  De- 
partment of  Boston.  During  the  past  week 
there  was  a  newly  created  Bureau  of  Ameri- 
canization. An  old  lady  sixty-seven  years 
of  age  said  she  couldn't  stand  in  line 
at  the  Federal  Building  and  wait  for  papers 
down  tbere,  wa-s  brought  into  the  newly 
created  Bureau  by  me.  She  received  assistance 
Dram  the  two  gentlemen  engaged  in  this  work. 
As  a  result  of  the  fact. — her  husband  was 
already  a  citizen. — in  three  months  she  will 
be  ready  to  avail  herself  of  the  advantages  of 
American  citizenship.  This  old  lady  was  a 
non-citizen  and  accordingly  not  qualified  to 
receive  old  age  pension.  In  addition  to  this, 
the  city   v,  a  total  cost  of  sustaining 

this  woman  who  is  now  on  welfare,  and 
1  think  in  view  of  the  fact  that  family 
is  getting  $4.96  from  the  Welfare  De- 
par:ni.-ni.  a  small  saving  will  be  effected 
for  the  city.  The  Federal  Government  will 
take-  over  two  thirds  of  the  cost  of  their  main- 
tenance. Surely,  there  must  be  several  hun- 
dred citizens  throughout  Boston  and  I  be- 
lieve this  is  a  real  economy  and  so  far  as  the 
expenditure  of  $7,500  over  one  year  is  con- 
cerned, that  would  amount  to  .45  of  one 
cent  on  each  $1,000  valuation  on  the  tax  bill, 
and  that  small  amount  of  .45  of  one  cent  on  a 
tax  rate  of  $40  does  not  add  anything  to 
the  tax  rate  and  may  result  in  savings  >n 
the  years  to  come.  The  two  gentlemen  ap- 
pointed are  of  the  highest  possible  caliber. 
They  have  been  doing  this  work  for  years  to 
help  people  along  and  Mayor  Tobin  is  to 
be  congratulated  upon  this  effort  of  his  which 
is  far-reaching  in  effect  and  worthwhile.  I 
vote    for    it    as    an    economy    move. 

Conn.  COFFEY— I  am  sick  and  tired  of 
listening  to  the  members  of  the  Council  raise 
the  flag.  We  had  an  order  brought  in  here 
to  make  us  swear  allegiance  to  the  flag.  Of 
course,  we  are  in  favor  of  it  and  would  do 
everything  we  could  to  protect  our  flag,  but 
when  you  get  up  here  and  bring  the  flag  and 
Mayor  Tobin  in  it  and  say  he  is  a  great 
fellow  because  he  is  creating  two  jobs  for  two 
friends  of  his.  then  it  Ls  a  horse  of  another 
color.  If  he  wants  to  spend  $7,500.  why 
doesn't  he  open  up  the  East  Boston  Relief 
Station?  They  can  run  that  on  a  twenty- 
four  basis  for  $7,500.  Of  course,  he  made  a 
ake  in  closing  it  and  he  feels  if  he  now 
ns  it  he  is  going  to  lose  certain  friends. 
lust  because  a  couple  of  those  men  came  in 
here  and  gave  some  of  the  statements  we  heard 
today,  because  one  was  read  and  included  the 
Mayor,  and  surely  if  it  was  written  by  one 
of  them  it  would  include  the  Mayor  and  say 
he  is  a  great  fellow.  Of  course  he  is.  I 
would  say  so  too  if  I  was  getting  things 
for  my  district.  The  only  thing  I  am  holler- 
ing for  is  because  I  am  not  getting  them.  I 
can  be  shut  up  provided  I  get  some  of  the 
things  that  the  district  deserves.  Another 
th  i  n  g :  No  notice  has  ever  been  given  on 
oil  permits.  Under  Mansfield.  Nichols  and 
Curley,  we  got  notices  here  on  every  gas  and 
sidewalk  opening  that  was  ever  to  be  given 
in  East  Boston — every  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature and  the  heads  of  the  Ward  Committees. 
This  is  nothing  new  since  the  Mayor  came 
in,  and  I  cannot  see  where  two  men  are  going 
to  help  out  these  1.900  aliens.  One  of  them 
was  speechless  and  the  other  admitted  he 
didn't  know  anything  about  it  because  he  had 
only  been  at  the  job  a  week,  and  how  are 
they  going  to  help?  Are  they  going  to  pay 
for  the  papers  and  going  to  assure  them  they 
are  going  to  get  old  age  assistance?  The  old 
age  is  a  different  set-up  from  the  welfare. 
So  far  as  the  councilor  from  Ward  22  is  con- 
cerned,   he    is    a    bosom    friend    of    the   Mayor, 
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but  try  and  defend  trim  a  year  from  next 
September  or  November.  The  same  thing 
year  An  and  year  out.  I  kmow.  So  long  as 
you  are  in  you  'take  care  off  them  and  you 
defend  them,  but  when  you  are  out,  like  socme 
one  starting  a  filibuster  today,  you  will  get 
up    and   holler   too. 

Conn.  WICKBS — I  remember  when  we  re- 
quested an  appropriation  be  made  for  the 
telephone  operator,  1  was  very  much  interested 
in  having  an  operator  in  the  Council  Chamber, 
because  during  all  my  years  of  experience  I 
have  never  yet  seen  any  council  chamber  so 
neglected  in  my  life  and  we  certainly  did 
and  we  do  now  need  a  telephone  operator, 
but  at  that  time  when  we  passed  upon  it, 
although  I  had  no  one  particularly  in  mind  for 
the  job,  I  received  'as  many  as  300  letters  from 
my  constituents  in  Ward  17,  telling  me  they 
were  surprised  that  I  had  voted  for  an,  ap- 
propriation of  money  at  this  time  and  so  I 
neel  in  due  respect  to  the  men  who  are  men- 
tioned for  the  positions  that  if  I  voted  again 
in  favor  of  this,  I  am  going  to  receive  a 
thousand  letters  from  friends  and  constitu- 
ents dm  Word  17.  I  am  also  surprised  at 
the  Back  Bay  councilor  who  at  that 
time  sa.d  that  this  was  no  time  to  bring  more 
added  expense  upon  the  city.  I  think  possibly 
that  the  welfare  with  their  people  could  ad- 
equately handle  this  Americanization  Board: 
I  also  feel  that  possibly  the  W.  P.  A.  could 
do  likewise  and  because  of  these  facts  which 
1  present  here  and  because  I  am  thinking  of 
the  people  from  Waird  17  and  not  No.  1  or  2 
man,    I   cannot   vote   for   this    Board. 

Coun.  GOTTLIBB-^Mr.  President,  this  is  a 
non-partisan  body  and  as  a  non-partisan  body 
I  feel  each  councilor  should  be  treated  as  an 
individual  and  not  as  a  member  of  any  parti- 
cular political  party.  The  councilor  from  the 
Back  Bay  who  has1  been  referred  to  was  in 
tavor  of  cutting  do!wn  this  appropriation  as 
the  members  otf  the  Council  who  went  to  Ex- 
ecutive know ;  niolt  only  in  favor  of  cutting 
down  the  appropriation,  but  it  was  also  his 
amendment  that  came  back  from  executive 
session  'which  specified  that  the  money  used 
in  setting  up  this  Bureau  of  Naturalization, 
be  expended  over  a  period  of  twelve  months, 
whereas  in  the  original  request  or  order  of 
the  Mayor  this  money,  the  entire  $7,500, 
might  have  been  easily  expended  in  two,  three 
or  five  months.  I  feel  the  councilor  from  the 
Back  Bay  has  had  due  regard  to  the  ex- 
penditure of   this   money. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — It  appears  to  me  that  this 
has  developed  into  a  personal  contest  between 
certain  miembers  of  the  Council.  They 
evidently  do  mot  go  into  the  merit  of  the 
situation.  They  perhaps  do  not  go  into  the 
facits  deep  enough  to  understand  whether  or 
molt  this  Is  beneficial  to  the.  people  at  large. 
The  mere  fact  that  we  are  spending  $7,500 
■is  of  small  consequence.  I  can  very  well 
understand  the  reason  why  many  members  of 
this  Council  voted  against  appropriating  $1,'500 
for  a  telephone  operator.  They  felt  peirhaps 
it  was  not  so  necessary  that  we  ought  to 
burden  the  taxpayers  with  that  much  more 
money.  However,  emergencies  arise  on  dif- 
ferent occasions  which  necessitates  the  spend- 
ing of  money.  The  American  people,  or  a 
great  number  olf  the  industrialists  and  those 
who  have  money,  were  yelling  at  our  President 
because  he  was  spending  too  much  money  ;  he 
was  incurring  upon  the  people  of  this  country 
a  great  debt,  but  when  the  President  of  the 
United  States  suggested  to  Congress  an  ap- 
propriation be  made  of  billions  for  defense, 
those  very  people  who  were  against  spending 
money  before  were  willing  to  spend  this  money 
because  they  know  that  their  own  property 
and  their  own  country  is  at  stake  and  so  I 
say  this  is  nothing  more  than  an  added  factor 
to  that  which  the  President  is  trying  to  do, — 
educate  the  aliens  of  this  country  to  become 
citizens.  It  is  part  of  our  job.  It  strikes  at 
a  lot  of  Fifth  Column  activities  and  I  say 
the  City  of  Boston  spending  $7,500  is  not 
doing  more  than  its  proper  share.  I  also 
say  a  study  of  the  figures  will  show  the  City 
of  Boston  will  save  more  than  $7,500  a  year 
if   this    program    is    carried    out    properly,    and 


we  have  no  reason  to  think  otherwise.  So  I 
say  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  end  will  not  be 
adding  to  the  burden  of  the  taxpayers  because 
we  will  be  relieving  them  in  the  savings  of 
•money.  They  will  get  off  the  welfare  rolls  of 
the  City  off  Boston  and  the  money  will  be 
paid  cut  chiefly  by  the  Federal  Government 
in  old-age  assistance  and  aid  to  dependent 
children..  This  is  not  a  personal  fight  of  the 
Mayor.  The  Mayor  isn't  trying  to  put  two 
friends  of  his  to  work.  He  can  raise  thousands 
of  dollars  if  that  was  his  motive.  He  selected 
two  men.  Just  because  that  displeased  certain 
individuals  is  no  reason  we  should  overlook 
the   real   merit  of  the  thing   advanced   to  us. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— I  merely  wish  to 
say  that  I  do  not  want  to  rise  and  debate 
with  the  councilor  from  Ward  1.  He  referred 
to  the  Bast  Boston  Relief  Station  and  any 
time  he  introduces  an  order  to  reopen  it  I  will 
be  happy  to  vote  for  it.  I  never  voted  against 
the  poor  and  needy  of  his  district  and  I  am 
happy  to  vote  for  anything  that  is  a  good 
thing.  I  am  flaltit/ered  by  the  characterization 
off  being  a  friend  of  Mayor  Tobim's.  I  believe 
he  is  bomoirable  to  the  ,nlt>h  degree  and  so 
far  as  his  administration  is  concerned,  and  so 
long  as  he  remains  the  type  of  man  he  is  I  am 
haippy  to  go  along  with  him  and  be  called 
a  friend   of  the  Mayor's. 

Coun.  WiOKElS — This  is  not  a  personal  is- 
sue with  me  and  I  wish  to  reiterate  that  when 
that  job  for  the  telephone  operator  was  men- 
tioned that  was  to  be  created,  everyone  in 
Ward  17  was  so  against  it  I  was  almost 
scalped  for  having  voted  for  it,  not  because 
of  any  particular  individual  but  because  this 
was  no  time  to  spend  that  amount  of  money, 
and  I  wish  to  say  I  have  no  personal  grievance 
against  the  Mayor  or  the  men  who  are  men- 
tioned far  the  job.  I  say  it  is  not  a  time  to 
spend  money  and  I  hope  the  councilors  will 
remember  our  constituents  outside  are  against 
spending  money  for  jobs  now  as  they  were 
three  months    ago. 

Coun.  GOODE — 1  would  like  to  say  I  have 
never  had  an  opportunity  to  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  East  Boston  Relief  Station  and 
this  is  nlot  a  personal  question  with  me.  I 
feel  if  a  little  flag  waving  should  be  done,  this 
is  the  time  and  I  resent  the  inference  as  the 
councilor  from  East  Boston  stated  that  prob- 
ably this  was  a  manufactured  statement  of 
mine  and  probably  not  my  own  thought.  So 
far  as  the  Mayor's  office  is  concerned,  I  have 
not  been  down  there  for  three  or  four,  weeks 
and  I  feel  the  people  in  -"my  district  would 
want  me  to  stand  up  and  support  any  deport- 
ment such  as  this  which  'will  assist  me  in 
making  citizens  and  voters  off  the  2,100  aliens 
in    my    district. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— I  am  in  accord 
with  this  order  and  am  going  to  vote  for  it. 
So  long  as  I  have  been  in  office  and  before 
taking  office  I  have  assisted  people  in  becoming 
citizens.  The  people  look  today  to  the  men 
that  they  elect  to  public  office,  whether  it  is 
for  Welfare,  W.  P.  A.,  or  any  other  troubles 
that  they  have,  they  look  toward  the  men  who 
are  elected  by  them.  This  order  is  a  wonder- 
ful break.  The  Mayor  should  be  commended 
for  instituting  such  a  department  which  will 
relieve  a  lot  of  work  from  the  men  who  are 
holding  public  office.  May  I  say  here  that 
any  man  who  is  changing  his  mind  because 
he  may  have  received  letters  pertaining  to  the 
telephone,  let  me  say  this :  The  job  of  the 
telephone  operator  and  the  salary,  that  was 
not   the   objection. 

Coun.  CAREY — As  one  who  was  a  member 
of  the  Council  at  the  time  we  were  faced 
with  the  closing  of  the  East  Boston  Relief 
Station,  I  voted  against  Mayor  Tobin  because 
I  felt  that  the  people  in  that  section  of  the 
city,  so  far  removed  from  the  City  Hospital, 
should  not  be  denied  that  emergency  treat- 
ment, especially  thai  they  were  fairly  entitk.i 
to  it.  I  was  one  of  those  who  voted  and 
spoke  against  the  creation  of  the  job  of  tele- 
phone operator  here  because  I  felt  then  and 
feel  now  that  although  we  do  need  some  kind 
of  telephone  service  there  is  plenty  of  help 
attached    to   the   City    Council   and    there   is    no 
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necessity  for  adding  to  the  burden  of  the  tax- 
payers. In  regard  to  the  creation  of  this 
Bureau,  I  think  it  is  going  to  serve  a  twofold 
purpose  and  I  think  we  should  be  glad  to  do 
anything  we  can  to  aid  people  in  becoming 
citizens  of  this  great  country  of  ours.  I  am 
constantly  being  besieged  by  people  who  want 
to  become  citizens,  but  as  a  councilor  serving 
a  busy  district,  I  haven't  the  time  to  spend, 
praict.cally  four  or  five  or  six  hours  a  day, 
helping  these  people  who  are  anxious  to  In- 
come citizens,  and  I  think  the  Mayor  ou.-h: 
Ito  be  commended  for  selling  up  this  Bureau. 
Far  moire  important  from  the  financial  stand- 
point is,  I  am  fairly  convinced,  the  city  is 
going  to  save  over  $7,'5O0  through  the  creation 
of  this  Bureau  in  removing  people  who  are 
long  recipients  olf  welfare  and  place  them  in  a 
position  where  they  ran  get  old  age  assistance. 
I  will  be  with  iMayor  Tobin  when  I  think  he 
is  right  and  when  1  think  he  is  end,  n..un 
'to  do  a  good  job.  I  inltend  to  be  against  him 
when  I   think  otherwise. 

Coun.  KELLY — Last  year  I  was  one  of  the 
councilors  Who  voted  against  .losing  the  Last 
Boston  Relief  Station.  I  was  also  one  of  the 
three    w'ho     had     the    courage    to    vote    ago 

lling  any  of  the  ferries  froim  East  Boston; 
'but  I  feel  the  creation  of  this  Americanization 
Bureau  is  a  good  thing  for  the  City  of  Boston. 
In  my  ward  there  are  only  845  aliens,  buit  I 
moltice  in  all  the  other  Dorchester  Wards, — 
in  Ward  13,  then-  are  1,370;  Want  11.  5,7211 ; 
Ward  15.  845;  Ward  10,  885;  and  Ward  11 
there  are  1,213  aliens,  and  1  feel  as  though 
the  creation  of  this  Bureau  will  be  a  very  good 
thing  for  the  fiiy  of  Boston.  Although  I  am 
in  one  olf  the  lower  wards  of  Boston,  only 
having  S45  aliens,  I  am  going  along  and 
ing  for  the  creation  of  this  Bureau  because 
I  kn'ow  it  will  be  a  good  thing  for  every  ward 
in   the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  have  given  considerable 
thought  to  the  creation  of  this  Bureau  and 
while  I  aim  very  tniuch  in  favor  of  doing  every- 
thing wilthin  our  power  bo  enable  the  worthy 
aliens, — those  who  are  worthy  olf  becoming 
American  citizens, — yet  there  is  some  que* 
Olf  dodbl  in  my  mind  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
Federal  Government  and  the  State  Government 
ifacil-tics  provided  in  those  agencies  are  not 
sufficient  to  properly  educate  these  aliens.  1 
feel  that  in  order  to  discuss  it  further  and  in 
order  to  prevent  any  undue  criticism,  that  we 
should  lay  this  matter  on  the  table  today  and 
go  further  into  the  possibilities  of  other 
agencies,  namely,  the  State  Department  of 
Americanization  and  the  Federal  Department 
oif  Americanization, — check  into  them  through 
an  agency  such  as  the  Boston  Finance  Com- 
mission, and  have  them  file  their  report  to 
us  informing  us  as  to  whether  or  not  they 
feel  that  these  two  governmental  agencies  are 
not  properly  equipped  to  handle  the  situation 
here  in  Boston.  Finally,  as  to  whether  or  not 
it  is  necessary  that  we  in  the  City  of  Boston 
omit  of  the  taxpayers'  funds  should  provide 
another  Americanization  body.  I  think  if  we 
did  that  we  might  possibly  prevent  any- 
undue  criticism.  I  personally  have  not 
been  able  to  get  enough  information  and  I 
shall  vote  against  this  without  prejudice.  I 
want  to  he  fair  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and 
want  to  be  fair  to  the  very  great  body  of 
people,  namely,  the  taxpayers,  and  so  I  shall 
vote  No  against  this,  without  any  prejudice, 
hoping  that  we  can  lay  the  matter  on  the 
table    and     further    study     the    matter. 

Coun.  FISH — I  do  not  see  there  is  anything 
gained  by  laying  this  on  the  table.  I  think 
as  it  was  mentioned  by  the  councilor  from 
Ward  1,  the  State  Board  is  practically  abolished 
and  this  whole  movement  appears  to  me  to 
be  like  a  sales  promotion  move.  We  are 
spending  about  $400,000  on  1,900  cases  and 
if  we  can  indite  them  in  some  way  to  become 
citizens  by  the  mere  expenditure  of  $7,500, 
I  do  not  think  that  we  are  stepping  beyond 
what  any  private  business  corporation  would 
do  and  after  all  we  are  a  business  concern 
and  to  spend  $7,500  to  try  to  eliminate  a 
good  percentage  of  the  $400,000  which  we 
are  now  spending,  I  think  is  mighty  good 
sound    business. 


Coun.  LINEHAN — Listening  to  this  I  have 
a  few  ideas.  I  would  like  to  refer  to  a  letter 
written  by  Eric  A.  Nelson  who  had  the  pleas- 
ure or  displeasure  of  serving  in  the  Legis- 
lature. He  says:  "It  might  not  be  too  far 
amiss  to  suggest  that  the  advisability  of  re- 
turning some  of  these  outsiders  to  their  native 
land  be  considered."  I  suppose  it  is  the 
1,958  we  speak  of,  but  he  does  not  know  there 
are  about  43.000  others  who  are  probably 
paying  plenty  of  taxes  in  the  city.  If  we  are 
going  to  get  rid  of  1.900  as  he  suggested 
are  eligible  for  old  age,  what  about  the 
other  43,000  paying  pretty  good  taxes  today? 
Personally,  I  was  for  this  order  last  week, 
and  foi-  some  reason  it  was  put  otf  for  an- 
other week.  Now.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
anything  different  in  regard  to  this  matter 
titan  iher.-  was  last  week.  I  think  most 
of  tie  i  bought  i>l  was  a  good  thing  last  week, 
and  I  think  we  still  think  so.  1  am  sick 
and  tired  of  having  things  pot  on  the  table. 
One  thing  on  the  table  I  am  still  sick  and 
tired  and    ibis    is  just  another  thing 

to  put  on  the  table.  I  hope  in  fairness  not 
only  to  the  councilors  but  to  the  citizens 
of  Boston  that  we  increase  the  number  of 
citizens  by  starting  this  so-called  Bureau 
which  1  believe  at  the  end  of  the  year  will 
prove  if  much  benefit  to  the  city  and  if  at 
the  end  of  the  year  they  come  in  and  say 
have  only  done  so  much  and  not  enough 
to  warrant  the  $7,500,  then  1  say  after  a 
fair  i  rial  we  kick  it  out  and  I  certainly 
fear  none  of  our  constituents  or  noie 
my  constituents  in  my  ward  and  it  also  up- 
i.i  any  other  councilor  in  here.  1  do 
not  think  we  will  have  to  fear  any  \. 
..i  citizens  for  having  voted  for  such  a  thing 
as  Americanization.  I  hope  the  order  is 
passed. 

in.  RUSSO — I  am  not  interested  in  who 
is  going  to  get  the  job.  I  am  not  interested 
in  how  much  it  is  going  to  cost  to  maintain 
that  department.  I  feel  it  is  my  duty,  the 
same. as  yours,  to  tiaturalize  every  alien  that 
is  here  in  the  City  of  Boston.  I  have  been 
iloing  that  for  twenty-five  years,  since  the 
first  day  I  landed  in  this  country,  and  I  can 
demonstrate  here  on  citizenship  papers  hun- 
dreds of  nanus  that  1  have  peis-jnally  taken 
there  myself  and  1  have  been  doing  that  since 
I  became  of  age.  twenty-one  years.  I  am 
proud  to  be  a  citizen  and  I  maintain  that  all 
the  time  and  it  has  been  my  job  the  same  as 
it  is  our  job.  The  job  of  every  citizen  here 
in  America  is  to  see  that  every  alien  be- 
comes  naturalized  and  now  that  we  are  setting 
up  this  Board  1  feel  the  City  of  Boston  is 
doing  the  proper  thing,  especially  at  this 
time.  I  feel  it  is  our  duty  to  hell)  these  who 
need  help  to  become  citizens  of  the  United 
States  arid  I  hope  that   this  order  will  pass. 

Coun.  LYONS — Lost  week  when  tliis  order 
came  in  before  the  Council  few  people  under- 
stood it  and  it  was  tabled  for  a  week,  and 
I  think  it  has  been  gone  over  thoroughly 
today.  We  had  Mr.  Flanagan  and  Mr.  Walsh 
down  here  and  the  department  itself  is  in 
its  infancy  so  far  as  City  Hall  is  concerned. 
It  the  state  had  a  department  of  naturaliza- 
tion it  should  function  to  naturalize  people 
throughout  the  state,  but  this  pertains  to 
Boston  alone,  and  our  Welfare  Department. 
There  is  one  factor  that  is  overlooked  and 
that  is  the  fact  of  the  45,000  aliens  here  in 
Boston. — I  don't  know  the  figure  off  hand, — 
but  those  people  cannot  get  on  the  W.  P.  A. 
It  has  deprived  them  of  that  line.  Even  if 
they  took  twenty  men  and  naturalized  them 
here  in  Boston,  it  would  bring  about  $7,000, 
and  would  reduce  that  expenditure  to  the 
city  which  could  be  paid  out  for  their  weekly 
salaries.  I  think  it  is  a  mighty  fine  idea 
and  the  Mayor  saw  fit  to  appoint  these  two 
men  to  head  the  department  like  this,  and  I 
think  everybody  now  understands  the  situa- 
tion and  I  hope  the  clerk  will  go  ahead  and 
call    the    roll. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  as  I  said 
before.  I  intend  to  vote  No  on  this,  but  with- 
out prejudice.  I  don't  care  to  be  recorded  as 
engaging  in  any  personalities  with  anyone. 
1    feel    that    I    am    justified    in    easing    what    1 
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have  said  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there 
has  mot  been  sufficient  evidence  presented 
to  me  to  show  any  real  reason  why  the  State 
Board  of  Americanization  cannot  cope  with 
this  problem  here  in  Boston.  As  I  under- 
stand it  there  are  forty-three  employees  in 
that  Americanization  Board  in  the  State  House. 
That  is  What  Mr.  Flanagan  stated  before  us 
in  Executive  Committee.  That  is  rather  a 
large  office  and  the  State  House  is  located 
in  the  center  of  Boston  and  I  see  no  reason 
Why  the  aliens  in  Boston  who  reside  here 
cannot  take  the  trouble  to  go  to  the  State 
House  and  use  those  facilities  as  well  as 
coming  up  to  City  Hall  where  there  will  be 
only  two  or  three  men.  Of  course,  it  is 
quite  possible  that  the  state  department  never 
functioned  properly,  but  that  is  what  I  would 
like  to  find  out  before  I  cast  my  vote.  I 
would  also  like  to  find  out  what  is  wrong 
with  the  Federal  Government.  We  have  a 
Federal  Building  near  here  and  one  of  the 
agencies  down  there  is  Americanization  and 
Naturalization.  If  they  are  not  functioning 
properly,  then  Congress  ought  to  do  some- 
'  thing  about  it.  If  they  are  not  trying  to 
function  courteously  in  giving  proper  at- 
tention, as  some  people  contend,  then  Congress 
ought  to  do  something  about  it.  We  are 
spending  enough  money  mow  for  Federal 
taxes.  I  understand  cigarettes  are  going  to 
be  taxed  more  today  and  the  people  are  going 
to  be  tax  conscious  more  than  in  the  past 
because  it  is  beginning  to  hit  the  poor.  I 
say,  why  can't  the  board  at  the  State  House 
cope  with  this  problem?  We  have  another 
Board  down  in  the  Federal  Building.  What  is 
wrong  with  them  ?  Because  of  that  reason, 
because  I  cannot  conceive,  because  I  have  not 
been  given  evidence  to  show  these  agencies 
are  not  capable  of  handling  the  local  prob- 
lem, as  I  said  before,  without  prejudice,  I 
am  going  to  vote  No.  I  would  like  to  state 
that  we  have  hundreds  of  welfare  investigators 
and  if  they  are  among  aliens  on  the  wel- 
fare rolls,  there  is  no  reason  why  these  in- 
vestigators and  others  could  not  undertake 
the  work  |  of  educating  these  people.  We  have 
quite  a  number  of  these  investigators  and  you 
can  create  a  special  department  down  in 
that  Welfare  Department  to  Undertake  this 
alien  program.  Bear  in  mind,  Mr.  President, 
I  am  very  much  in  favor  of  the  Americaniza- 
tion of  aliens.  I  am  very  much  in  favor  of 
the  Government  rendering  as  much  aid  as 
possible,  but  in  view  of  the  fact  we  have 
one  agency  in  the  State  House  and. another 
in  the  Federal  Building,  I  cannot  vote  for 
this  and  conscientiously  go  back  to  the  citizens 
of  my  district  and  say  I  did  everything  to 
keep  down  the  taxes.  I  cannot  do  it,  Mr. 
President,    so   I    am    going    to    vote   No. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— I  will  be  brief. 
I  agree  with  the  gentleman  there  is  a  de- 
partment at  the  State  House  and  in  the 
Federal  Building.  Those  two  departments 
cannot  take  care  of  the  non-citizens  of  Boston. 
All  the  talk  here  has  been  of  naturalization 
of  non-citizens.  What  is  going  to  be  done  with 
those  non-citizens  who  do  not  want  to  become 
citizens,  but  who  are  on  the  welfare  rolls  ? 
I  should  think  this  Board  should  be  given 
more  power  and  I  hope  those  people. who  are 
on  the  welfare  and  do  not  intend  to  become, 
citizens  of  this  country  be  deported  and  re- 
ported to  the  proper  authorities  at  the  Im- 
migration   Department. 

_  Coun.  GALVIN — Mr.  President,  I  have  been 
listening  to  the  debate  relative  to  citizen- 
ship. If  you  will  observe  these  figures  of 
the  aliens  in  the  various  wards  in  the  city, 
Charlestown  was  the  S'econd  lowest  district 
tin  the  city  relative  to  the  number  of  aliens 
that  exist  in  that  area.  For  the  past  year 
and  a  half  I  have  been  working  directly  upon 
citizenship  and  I  found  many  occasions  where 
public  necessity  required  that  we  have  a 
Department  of  Americanization  in  the  City 
of  Boston.  Down  at  the  Federal  Building 
they  naturalize  you  there  and  ask  the  aliens 
questions,  whether  or  not  they  are  familiar 
with  the  law  of  our  country.  At  the  State 
House  they  assist  you  in  filling  out  a  blank 
in    order    to    make    it    possible    to    have    some 


sort  of  an  application  or  memorandum  down 
in  the  case,  whether  or  not  you  are  eligible 
to  become  a  citizen.  But  under  their  laws 
they  do  not  assist  you,  say,  in  a  ease  such 
as  a  child  who  might  come  in  here  with 
foster  parents  in  this  country  and  he  has  no 
knowledge  of  What  boat  or  train  they  may  have 
come  into  this  country  on.  They  are  not 
equipped  to  chase  down  that  information.  I 
have  had  many  aliens  in  my  district  who  in 
recent  years  have  managed  to  come  off  a  boat 
down  along  our  waterfront  and  not  be 
familiar  with  the  immigration  laws  and  did 
not  realize  until  a  few  years  afterwards  they 
were  in  the  country  illegally.  They  have 
grown-up  families.  We  have  aliens  in  our 
district  who  formerly  were  Red  Cross  nurses 
of  the  British  Government  and  also  served 
with  Canadian  armies  and  they  have  grown 
families  here  and  they  have  tried  to  find 
means  and  ways  of  becoming  citizens  with- 
out interference  from  these  various  countries. 
Along  that  line,  I  say  the  State  Department 
of  Americanization  and  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment are  willing  to  assist  those  aliens.  I 
found  many  people  in  my  district  who  were 
on  the  W.  P.  A.  believing  they  were  citizens 
and  were  thrown  off  due  to  the  fact  they 
had  married  a  man  who  afterwards  they 
found  ou<t  came  from  a  foreign  country.  I 
believe  the  expenditure  of  $7/500  in  finding 
out  just  how  these  people  could  become 
American  citizens  will  be  well-spent  money 
by  the  city  and  will  pay  a  dividend  one 
hundredfold. 

Coun.  COFFEY— All  I  wanit  to  say  is, 
though  I  am  opposed  to  the  creation  of  these 
two  .lobs,  I  am  going  to  vote  Yes,  because  I 
am  going  to   be  on  the  winning  side  for  once. 

The  order   was   passed,   yeas    18,    nays   2 : 
_  Yeas — Ooun.  Carey,  Coffey,  Englert,  Fish,  Gal- 
vin,  Goode,  Gottlieb,  Hurley,    Hutchinson,  Kelly 
Langan,     Lineman,     Lyons,     Russo,     Shattuck' 
D.    F.    Sullivan,    M.    H.    Sullivan,    Taylor — 18. 

Nays — Coun.     Chase,     Wickes — 2v 


OPINION   REQUESTED   OF   CORPORATION 

COUNSEL. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  of 
the  City  of  Boston  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advise  the  City  Council 
of  the  possibility  of  the  Department  of 
Naturalization  of  the  City  of  Boston  being 
authorized1  to  pay  for  the  expense  in  connec- 
tion with  the  naturalization  of  aliens  who  aire 
on  the  relief  rolls  of  the  city,  but  who  are 
wilth'out  funds  to  pay  for  it/he  cost  of  naturalisa- 
tion even  though  they  have  all  intentions  and 
desires  to  be  naturalized  as  citizens  of  the 
United    States. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Before  I  go  ahead  on  this 
order,  I  wish  to  commend  the  Council  for  pas- 
sing the  previous  order,  which  i -;,  to  my  mind, 
a  wonderful  .thing  to  inspire  the  people  of  Bos- 
ton that  the  City  of  Boston  is  trying  to  do 
everything  within  its  power  to  make  them 
realize  that  they  owe  their  allegiance  to  our 
flag  of  America.  My  reason  for  introducing 
thi;  order  is  because,  as  I  stated  before,  I  have 
done  this  work  of  naturalization  for  the  past 
twenly-five-odd  year-.  It  has  come  to  my  at- 
tention very  recently,  where  two  of  my*  con- 
tinents did  not  have  the  money  to  go  to 
pass  the  examination  Tor  naturalization  and 
1  referred  them  to  the  Welfare  Department 
and  they  were  tinned  down,  so  I  had  to  gi 
them  my  own  money  in  order  to  see  thai 
tin  ,  aliens  became  Ainericar  oil  n  'I  h  n 
.tin  re   is   no  quest  ion    that     :  pooo    in 

dividual*,  through  no  fault  of  their  own,  are 
on  the  city  welfare  roll.  Although  they  have 
all  the  intten/tions  ,.f  becoming  American  citi- 
zens Ihey  have  no  funds  in  order  to  do  it. 
They  are  only  receiving  $4  or  SB  a  week  and 
those     who     hn\  receive     a      lilt!' 

more.      So,    therefore.     T    say    that    if    the    City 
•  f     Boston     ran     help    these    poor    unfortun 
who  have  all  the  desires    to   lip   naturalized   and 
have   no   means   to  do   it    with,   that    we    rimald 
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pay  this  $'5  so  that  they  will  swear  their 
allegiance  to  out  flag  and  so  will  become 
American    citizens. 

Conn.  COFFEY — Mir.  President,  before  I 
gelt  through  talking,  I  would  like  to  aimend 
that.  We  have  enough  to  have  some  of  these 
aliens  in  the  country  twenty-five  and  thirty 
years  making  no  effort  on  their  own  part, 
and  I  say  that  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
because  there  are  more  aliens  in  my  waird  than 
in  any  other  in  the  city,  and  I  do  not  see 
why  the  City  of  Boston  should  not  only  keep 
them  on  the  welfare  pay  roll,  but  spend  money 
for  their  citizenship  papers.  I  would  like 
to    amend   that   so    it    would   read 

Chairman  LA'NGAN — The  clerk  will  read 
the  order. 

[The  order  was   read  by   the  clerk.] 

Coun.  COFFEY— That  is  the  same  thing  I 
was  talking  on.  I  don't  see  why  they  should 
be  given  a  week's  pay  from  week  to  week  and 
year  in  and  yeair  out  and  I  know  because  I 
was  a  visitor  for  the  Welfare  for  a  couple  of 
years  and  nolw  turn  around  and  pay  for  their 
citizenship  papers.  If  they  haven't  made  any 
effort  themselves,  I  don't  6ee  why  the  City  of 
Boston  should  make  any  effort  for  them. 
Particularly,  I  cannot  see  why  the  City  of 
Boston  should  pay  for  their  papers.  Still  1 
would  like  to  amend  that  to  read  in  the  event 
it  passes  here,  I  would  like  to  have  it  read, 
"for  those  who  are  aliens  in  this  country 
for   five  years  or  less." 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— I  am  against  the 
city  paying  any  money  towards  naturalizing 
anyone.  People  who  have  been  in  this  count ry 
anywhere  from  five  to  forty  years.  I  have  had 
them  in  here,  and  have  one  in  particular  in 
mind,  who  has  come  to  me  and  because, 
through  some  fault  of  his  own,  he  was  removed 
from  the  welfare  rolls  for  five  weeks,  a  non- 
citizen,  coime  right  out  and  tell  me  he  has 
no  intention  of  becoming  a  citizen  and  has 
the  nerve  to  go  to  a  lawyer  and  try  and  col- 
lect $20  or  $24  he  claims  is  due  him  by  I  In- 
City  of  Boston.  That  is  why  I  say  in  the 
previous  order  this  Board  should  have  the 
power  to  deport  all  these  non-cilbizens  who  do 
not  become  citizens  and  these  non-citizens 
have  been  in  this  country  long  enough.  They 
couldn't  come  in  unless  they  had  some  means 
olf  support  or  someone  to  account  for  their 
doings  while  they  were  here  and  if  they  did 
not  in.  good  times  think  enough  of  this  country 
to  become  citizens,  I  don't  see  now  why  the 
City  of  Boston  should  pay  the  cost  of  having 
them  became  naturalized.  They  have  friends 
and  have  relatives.  Let  them  borrow  the 
money    from    them. 

Chairman  LA'NGAN — This  is  merely  a  re- 
quest to  look  into  the  possibility  whether  or 
not  it  could  be  done  as  a  legal  matter.  The 
question  now  comes  on  tlhe  passage  of  the 
order. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LAY  OUT  AND  ACCEPT  DIXWELL 
STREET. 

Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Board    of    Street    Com- 
missioners   be    requested,     through    his    Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  lay  out  and  accept  Dixwell  street, 
Ward  HI,  as   a  public   way. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


INFORMATION   REQUESTED    OF   TRAFFIC 
COMMISSIONER. 

Ctaun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
report  to  the  Ciltiy  Council  the  dost  of  erecting 
lights  on  Albany  street  at  the  entrance  to 
the  Ambulance  Station  of  the  City  Hospital. 
Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


OPPOSITION   TO    PERMIT    OF    OCEAN 
TERMINAL    COMPANY. 

Coun.    HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
mi-.-ioners  be  notified,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  that  the  City  Council  is  unanimously 
opposed  to  the  granting  of  a  permit  to  the 
Ocean  Terminal  Company  for  the  storage  of 
fuel  oils,  motor  oil,  petroleum  products,  etc.,  at 
U'.i   Mit   Vernon  street,   Ward   13. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON— I  want  to  record  my 
protest  to  any  granting  of  a  permit  to  any  oil 
company  for  an  oil  farm  down  there  on  Mt. 
Vernon  street.  It  will  be  a  tremendous  fire 
hazard  to  the  people  of  Dorchester.  It  will 
(reduce  properly  vahi3  35on  throughout  the 
area.  It  will  pollute  the  waters  in  the  nearby 
bay  and  ruin  the  beaches  of  Savin  Hill, 
Mal;bu  and  Carson.  I  protest  the  fact  I  was 
not  notified  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners that  this  application  had  been  made. 
I  was  informed  by  the  Street  Commissioner  it 
was  not  necessary  for  him  to  inform  us.  We 
had  some  discussion  on  it,  and  he  said,  "Well, 
it  was  procedure,  but  it  was  all  right  if  they 
didn't  do  it."  and  I  want  the  Mayor  to  order 
the  department  heads  to  notify  us  when  any- 
thing that  is  going  to  affect  our  district  is 
earning  up  before  any  board.  I  also  say  the 
Street  Commissioner  did  inform  me  he  would 
continue  the  hearing  if  the  people  didn't  have 
the   i  to    protest    it   today,   and   as    I 

was  unable  to  get  down  there  myself  he  gave 
a  continuance  of  a  week  from  tomorrow  so 
we  can  have  a  ma^s  meeting  to  protest  this 
permit. 

Passed    under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


ADDITIONAL  SALARY  FOR  CITY  HOS- 
PITAL EMPLOYEES  DURING  VACA- 
TION. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN.  HURLEY  and 
GO  ODE  offered   the  following: 

Ordered,    That     the    trustees    of    the    Boston 

i    i\    Hospital   be  requested,  through   his   Honor 

the  Mayor,  to  give  employees  who  receive  meals 

:k   pant    payment  of  salary,   additional  contpen- 

n   during  their  two  weeks'   vacation  period. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


FILLING   OF   VACANCIES  IN   FIRE 
DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing : 

Ordered.  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  filling  vacancies 
in  the  department  for  which  the  money  is  al- 
ready  allotted. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 

Coun.  FISH — I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
make   a    brief   statement. 

Clmirman  LANGAN — No  objection  being 
heard    by    the    Chair,    you    may   speak. 

Coun.  FISH — Rather  than  present  this  in 
the  form  of  a  motion.  I  feel  that  it  is  more 
of  a  rexsonal  matter  with  me  and  the  other 
members  of  the  Council  are  not  too  familiar 
with  the  particular  district  where  this  sub- 
ject matter  is  located  :  but  it  has  been  recently 
brough  to  my  attention  that  a  parcel  of  land 
at  the  corner  of  Victory  road  and  Adams 
street  in  my  district  was  advertised  to  be 
auctioned.  I  want  to  register  my  public  pro- 
test against  the  sale  of  this  property  which  is 
owned  by  the  Department  of  School  Buildings. 
I  base  my  protest  on  the  fact  that  I  have 
other  plans  for  that  particular  parcel  which 
will  be  beneficial  to  the  people  of  my  district. 
Among  the  projects  is  one,  which  I  have 
high  hopes  of  having  meet  with  the  approval 
of  the  Mavor.  to  have  a  Fmall  health  unit, 
or  baby  clinic  on  that  particular  parcel,  and 
if,  as  I  sav.  it  is  sold,  then  all  hopes  of 
that  wall  vanish.  I  understand  the  auction 
sale  was  held :  that  there  was  a  tentative 
agreement,  no  definite  agreement,  and  I  firmly 
believe      that      tentative      agreement      can      be 
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broken  and  it  is  my  sincere  hope  that  when 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  takes  time  out  to-  read 
the  minutes  of  this  meeting,  which  I  hope 
he  does,  that  he  pay  particular  attention  to 
that  part  of  the  minutes  that  Councilor  F5sh 
asks  unanimous  consent  to  make,  this  state- 
ment calling  upon  him  to  refuse  to  put  hiis 
signature   to   the  sale  of   that   property. 


SALARY    FOR    INTERNES    AT    CITY 
HOSPITALS. 

Coun.  GALVIN,  HURLEY  and  GOODE  of- 
fered the  following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  he  re- 
quested to  allow  the  internes  of  the  Boston 
City  and  Long  Island  Hospitals  a  salary  of 
two  hundred  dollars  per  year. 

Coun.  GALVIN — I  introduced  that  order  with 
Councilors  Hurley  and  Goode  for  the  purpose 
of  trying  to  bring  about  some  ways  and  means 
whereby  the  internes  at  our  various  hospitals 
and  institutions  will  be  allowed  some  money 
where  they  may  be  able  to  pay  their  carfares 
back  and  forth  to  their  homes,  or  be  able  to 
buy  a  package  of  cigarettes,  or  be  able  to  go 
to  a  ball  game  after  spending  ten  or  twelve 
hours  a  day  at  our  City  Hospital  serving  their 
interneship  and  giving  a  service  to  the  people 
of  Boston.  I  understand  that  three  or  four 
years  back  the  sarnie  type  of  order  Was  in- 
troduced after  three  doctors  had  been  sent 
to  a  tuberculosis  caimip  for  donating  their  blood 
for  a  price  paid  them.  It  has  come  to  the 
point  where  these  people  Who  are  giving  their 
best  to  the  people  in  the  city  are  unable  to 
go  back  and  forth  to  their  homes.  Now  I 
don't  know  whether  or  not  it  is  permissible 
on  the  city's  part  to  give  them  $200  a  year 
salary,  but  I  believe  some  arrangement  should 
be  made,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  the 
Community  Service,  or  some  other  organiza- 
tion, that  such  a  fund  could  be  set  up  in 
the  Boston  City  Hbsipital  in  order  that  they 
may  draw  from  it  and  have  them  complete 
their  service,  which  they  will  be  kind  enough 
•to  donate  back  to  it  so  it  will  be  an  ever- 
lasting thing. 

Coun.  HURLEY — I  heartily  agree  and  on  my 
visits  to  the  hospital  I  have  seen  the  condition 
the  internes  are  working  under, — some  twenty- 
two  hours  a  day  without  any  sleep ;  three 
doctors  living  in  a  room  with  two  beds,  tak- 
ing a  ohanice  when  they  walk  into  a  room  they 
will  find  an  empty  cot  so  they  can  lie  down ; 
no  picture  show,  or  cigarettes,  not  even-  the 
smallest  luxury  is  accorded  them  and  I  agree 
they  should  be  given  some  assistance  while 
interning. 

Chun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— I  had  in  mind 
introducing  an  order  similar  to  this.  The 
councilor  should  be  commended  for  introducing 
this  order.  Three  internes  have  left  because 
of  tuberculosis.  I  was  at  the  hospital  just 
last  Thursday  evening  and  just  the  internes 
from  one  service  alone  and  two  frotn  another 
I  know  of.  had  to  cut  their  interneship  short 
because  of  the  long  hours  and  the  only  means 
they  have  olf  making  a  dollar  19  through  a 
donation  of  blood  and  I  understand  at  the  hos- 
pital the  trustees  have  abolished  this  due  to 
the  fact  there  has  been  such  a  rise  in  the 
nuimlber  of  internes  who  have  had  to  cult  their, 
course  short  over  a  period  of  years.  In  the 
last  six  months  we  have  lost  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  internes  due  to  overwork  and  I  hope  the 
Mayor  will  approve  this  and  some  means  will 
be  reached  so  those  internes  who  are  working 
hard  will  have  some  means  or  a  little  money 
to  buy  cigarettes  or  the  price  of  a  ball  game. 

Coun.  GOODE — In  my  travels  throughout  the 
Ros-ton  Sanatorium  situated  in  my  ward,  I  have 
bad  occasion  to-  talk  to  many  of  these  young 
men-  who  have  completed  their  course  of  study 
and  I  know  they  have  gone  to  considerable 
expense  and  over  a  long  number  of  years  to 
complete  their  studies  and  the  interneship  in 
the  hospital  is  the  completion  of  their  efforts 
to  pass  the  State  Medical  Board.  So  I  feel 
this  is  a  very  worthy  order, — to  contribute 
to  their  current  expenses  while  the  interneship 
lasts. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECO NSIDiER ATIO N    R EQU ESTED . 

Coun.  CHASE — I  am  going  to  move  for  re- 
consideration olf  that  naturalization  order  that 
we  passed,  and  before  doing  so  I  would  like 
to  inform  the  councilors  that  if  you  vote 
favorably  on  my  motion  to  reconsider  I  shall 
introduce  an  order  which  the  City  Clerk  has 
asking  the  department  heads  of  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Naturalization  and  Americanization 
and  the  city  department  heads,  to  be  invited 
to  appear  before  us  at  the  next  meeting  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  or  mot 
their  departments  have  the  proper  facilities 
to  take  care  of  Boston  aliens  who  desire  to 
become  American  citizens. 

Question  came  on  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
regarding  $7,500-  appropriation  for  the  Ameri- 
canization Bureau. 

The   motion    was   declared    lost. 

Coun.  CHASE  doubted  the  volte  and  asked 
for   a  roll   call. 

Yeas — iCoun.  Chase — 1,  nays  17,  and  the  mo- 
tion  was   lost. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  now  offer  the  order  the 
City    Clerk    has. 

Ordered,  That  the  department  heads  of  the 
local  federal  and  state  offices  of  Naturalization 
and-  Americanization  be  invited,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  appear  before  the  next 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
whether  their  departments  have  the  facilities 
to  give  adequate  attention  to  Boston  aliens 
who    desire    to   become    citizens-. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  the  Council  has  seen  fit  to  grant 
sufficient  funds  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the 
Boston  Bureau  of  Naturalization,  I  still  would 
like  that  information  from  the  department 
heads,  and  I  feel  that  it  is  something  which 
this  Council  as  a  whole  should  know,  because 
in  the  event  they  are  unable  to  cope  with  the 
situation  olf  properly  giving  attention  to  aliens 
of  Boston  who  desire  to  become  American  citi- 
zens, then  the  Commonwealth  should  take  ac- 
tion and  the  Federal  Government  should  take 
action  and  I  say  this  especially  in  view  olf  the 
fact  it  has  been  contended  that  these  two  Bu- 
reaus are  unable  to  give  proper -attention  to  the 
naturalization  of  American  citizens,  and  that 
was  the  -main  argument  offered  to  \is  an  pass- 
ing this  order  to  create  a  Boston  Bureau  of 
Naturalization  and  I  say,  Mr.  President,  we 
should  have  that  information  and  I  see  no 
reason  why  the  department  heads  from  the 
Federal  Bureau  and  the  State  Bureau  .  would 
not  be  glad  -to  come  down-  and  answer  any 
questions,  or  to  fully  explain  their  position  in 
the   matter   concerned. 

Chairman  LANGAN — The  Chair  rules  this 
order  out  of  order  in  its  present  form.  We 
have  no  jurisdiction  over  Federal  and  State 
offices. 

_  Coun.  CHASE — I  am  not  requesting  they  he 
requested  to  come  down.  I  am  requesting  We 
offer  them  an  invitation  to  appear.  We  have 
on    other   occasions    passed   similar   orders. 

Chairman  LANGAN — A'Pter  reading  the 
order  I  do  not  find  the  words  "requesting 
the    M-ayon'"    in    this    order. 

Coun.  CHASE — Then  I  move  thaN  il  be 
amended  requesting  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
to    invite    those    department  _heads    down. 

Chairman  LANGAN — The  question  now  rnmci 
on  the  amendment  as  suggested  by  CofUTlciloi 
Chase  that  the  order  he  to  request  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  to  contact  the  department  heads 
of    the    Federal]    and    State    Bureaus. 

The    amendment    was    adopted. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON— Mr:  President,  many 
of  the  councilors  in  the  City  of  Be  Inn  thought 
that  the  Federal  Government  WHS  not  doing 
all  that  could  be  done  in  citizenship,  and  we 
U]\  it  was  a  good  thine:  to  make  n  campaign 
for  citizenship  mid  invited  n II  tfhe  aliens  in 
our  -wards.  Now.  the  fad  t'-.'ii  we  nrc  ap- 
propriating money  for  the  city  to  do  tihe 
same  thin?,'  and  save  ourselves  expense  and 
at  the  same  time  save  the  city  expense  i" 
doing  it.  has  no.  reflection  on  the  Fed 
Government  or  the  Slate  Governmenri  in  their 
matters  of  citizenship.  It  i.  something  we 
feel    is    for    the    benefit    of    the    city. 

Referred   to   Executive   Committee. 
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ADJOURNMENT. 

Coun.  GALVIN — When  we  adjourn,  I  move 
that  we  meet  in  three  weeks.  This  week 
we  have  the  Fourth  of  July  and  many  coun- 
cilors are  quite  active  in  their  districts. 
Certainly,  within  a  few  weeks  we  have  the 
National  Convention  in  Chicago  and  6ome  of 
our  members  are  delegates  to  go  to  the  con- 
vention and  if  Congress  saw  fit  to  adjourn 
for  three  weeks,  I  believe  it  is  fitting  and 
proper  that  this  Council  adjourn  for  three 
weeks  in  order  that  the  members  have  an 
opportunity  to  go  to  Chicago  to  the  conven- 
tion. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  we  might 
as  well  adjourn  for  three  years.  We  are 
nothing  but  a  debating  society,  and  I  am 
laughing  at  the  ridiculousness  of  the  order 
of  the  councilor  from  Ward  4,  although  it 
was  in  all  sincerity  on  his  part,  asking  to 
have  someone  fTom  the  Federal  Buiding  come 
down  here  when  we  cannot  get  the  depart- 
ment heads  to  come  down  here.  So  I  am 
opposed  to  any  postponement  of  any  meet- 
ing.    We    postponed    it   on    the    17th    of    June, 


which  was  not  a  legal  holiday.  The  Fourth 
of  July  is  over  on  Thursday,  and  even  though 
there  are  one  or  two  members  who  are  dele- 
gates to  the  convention,  we  can  get  along 
without  those  one  or  two.  There  are  always 
one  or  two  members  absent  anyway.  I  say  we 
are  pretty  lucky,  considering  the  members 
of  the  Legislature  without  6alary  this  year, 
and  when  they  meet  they  meet  for  five  days 
and  not  one  day  and  I  am  opposed  to  it. 

Coun.  Calvin's  motion  "was  carried  to  ad- 
journ for  three  weeks.  The  vote  was  doubted 
by  Coun.  COFFEY  and  a  roll  call  was  had, 
with     the     following     result : 

Yeas — Coun.  Englert.  Fish,  Galvin.  Goode, 
Hurlev.  Hutchinson.  Langan,  D.  F.  Sullivan, 
M.     H.     Sullivan,     Taylor— 10. 

Nays — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Coffey,  Kelly, 
Linehan,    Russo — 6. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  for  three  weeks  was 
carried. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  TAYLOR. 
at  6.10  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Mondav,  Julv  22, 
1940,    at    2    p.    m. 


CITT      OF     BOSTON      PRINTING      DEPARTMENT 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,   July  22,    1940. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  ill 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  p.  in., 
President  GALVIN  in  the  chair.  Absent, 
Co«n.    Shattuck   and  Ward. 

The  meeting  was  opened  "with  the  salute 
to   the   Flag. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY    THE    MAYOR. 
The   following   was    received : 

City  Of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by 
your  Honorable  Body,  I  hereby  appoint  the 
following   named   persons  as  Weighers : 

Weigher  of  Goods :  Michael  J.  Lynch,  3 
Lewis   street,   East   Boston. 

Weighers  of  Coal :  William  A.  Ohevoor,  76 
Putnam  street,  Watertown ;  Frank  Peddle,  26 
Bennington    street,    East    Boston. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.    Tobin,   Mayor. 
Laid  over   for  one  week  under  the  law. 


OPINION     OF     CORPORATION     COUNSEL 
RE     NATURALIZING     ALIENS. 
The   following   was>  received: 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  an  opinion 
of  the  Acting  Corporation  Counsel  in  answer 
to  your  order  of  July  1,  1940,  in  regard  to 
the  city  assuming  the  cost  of  naturalizing 
alliens. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Lalw  Department,   July  17,   1940. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  requested  by  your  order 
of  July  1,  1940,  to  advise  the  City  Council 
as  to  the  possibility  of  the  city  assuming  the 
cost  of  naturalizing  aliens  who  are  on  the 
relief  rolls  and  are  without  funds  to  pay  such 
cost. 

The  city  is  authorized  by  the  General  Laws 
to  _  appropriate  and  expend  money  for  the 
relief,  support,  maintenance  and  employment 
of  the  poor,  and  for  burials  under  certain 
c  i  rcumstances1. 

I  am  df  the  opinion  that  the  payment  of 
fees  for  naturalization  is  not  an  expenditure 
for  relief,  support,  maintenance  or  employ- 
ment of  the  poor  and  that  such  payment  by 
the  city  would  be   illegal. 

Respectfully, 

W.    J.    Doyle, 
Acting  Corporation   Counsel. 
Placed  on   file. 


SIDEWALKS,    HEATH    STREET   AND 
SOUTH  HUNTINGTON  AVENUE. 
The   following   was    received : 

City   df    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relative  to 
your  order  of   June  24,   1940,   concerning   the 


installation   of   sidewalks   on   the   uncompleted 
portions  of  Heath  street  and  South  Huntington 
avenue,  Ward  10,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.    Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Public  Works   Department, 

July   12,   1940. 
To    William     T.    Doyle,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From  George  G.  Hyland,  Commissioner,  Public 

Works   Department. 
Subject:      Installation   of    Sidewalks   on    Heath 
Street     and     South     Huntington     Avenue, 
Ward  10. 
I    return    herewith    order    in    City    Council 
that     the     Commissioner     of     Public     Works 
install   sidewalks   on   the  uncompleted   portions 
of    Heath    street    and    South    Huntington    ave- 
nue, Ward  10,  as  a  W.   P.  A.  project. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  work  is  under 
consideration  for  sub-mission  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project  this  year. 

George  G.   Hyland, 
Commissioner  of   Public   Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


ADDITIONAL  SALARY  FOR  CITY  HOS- 
PITAL EMPLOYEES  DURING  VACA- 
TION. 

The   following    was    received : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1940. 
To  the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
Carl  Dreyfus,  President,  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Boston  City  Hospital,  relative  to  your 
order  of  July  1,  1940,  concerning  additional 
compensation  for  employees  of  the  hospital 
during  vacation  period. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,    Mayor. 

City     of     Boston-, 
Hospital    Department,    July    9,    1940. 
Hon.   Maurice   J.   Tobin, 
Mayor  of   Boston. 
Dear    Mr.     Mayor, — At     a     meeting     of    the 
Board  of  Trustees  held  on   July  8,   the  follow- 
ing order  off   the   City   Council   was   presented : 
"Ordered,    That   the    trustees   of   the    Boston 
City  Hospital  be  requested,  through   his   Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  give  employees  who  receive  meals 
as   part  payment  of   salary   additional  compen- 
sation    during     their     two •"    weeks'      vacation 
period." 

The  trustees  deem  it  inadvisable  to  comply 
with  this  request. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Carl   Dreyfus, 
President,    Board   of   Trustees. 
Placed  on   file. 


RESURFACING  DORSET  STREET,  WARD  7. 
The   following   was    received : 

City   df    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,   1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
George  G.  Hyland,  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  relative  to  your  order  of  June  3,  1940, 
concerning  the  resurfacing  of  Dorset  street. 
Ward  7,  and  installation  of  artificial  stone 
sidewalks  thereon,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project 
Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,    Mayor. 

City   of    Boston, 
Public  Works   Department, 

July  15,  1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,     Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From   George  G.  Hyland,   Commissioner,   Public 

Works   Department. 
Subject:      Sidewalks    on    Dorset    Street. 

I    return    herewith    order     in     City     Council 
that     the     Commissioner     of     Public     Works 
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resurface  Dorset  street,  Ward  7,  and  install 
artificial  stone  sidewalks  thereon,  as  a 
W.   P.  A.  project. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  street  is  under 
consideration  for  submission  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project.  gborgb  G.   Hyland, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK    ON    BELDEN    STREET, 
WARD   7. 

The   following   was    received: 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1940. 
To  the  City   Council.  ..,_  ,_■»       r  „™ 

Gentlemen,— I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
George  G  Hyland,  Commissioner  of  .Public 
Works,  relative  to  your  order  of  May  20,  1940, 
concerning  the  installation  of  artificial  stone 
sidewalks  on  Belden  street,  Ward  t,  as  a 
W.    P.   A.   project. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,   Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
Public  Works   Department, 

July    15,    1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office 
From  George  G.  Hyland,  Commissioner,  Public 

Works   Department. 
Subject:       Sidewalks    on     Belden     Street. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council 
ifchat  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
install  artificial  stone  sidewalks  on  Belden 
street,  Ward  7,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

During  the  month  of  May,  forms  with  re- 
turn addressed  envelopes,  were  left  with  the 
various  abutters  on  this  street  to  be  filled 
out  and  mailed  back  to  this  department.  On 
these  forms  the  owners  were  to  signify  their 
intention  to  pay  or  not  to  pay  their  pro- 
portionate share  of  the  cost  of  the  installa- 
tion  of   these  sidewalks. 

To  date  only  three  of  these  forms  have  come 
back  and  I  now  assume  that  the  rest  of  the 
abutters  do  not  care  to  pay  for  these  side- 
walks. Therefore,  I  do  not  think  it  advisable 
to  submit  this  work  for  approval  on  a 
W.    P.   A.  project. 

George  G.   Hyland. 
Commissioner   of   Public   Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALKS     ON    BISHOP     STREET. 

The  following  was  received  : 

City  of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1940. 
To   the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relative  to 
your  order  of  June  24,  1940,  concerning  the 
construction  of  tar  sidewalks  on  Bishop  'street, 
Jamaica  Plain,  Ward  19,  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,    Mayor. 


City  of   Boston, 
Public  Works   Department, 

July    18,    1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,     Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From   George  G.  Hyland,   Commissioner,   Public 

Works   Department. 
Subject:      Sidewalks    on    Bishop    Street. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council 
that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
construct  tar  sidewalks  on  Bishop  street, 
Jamaica  Plain,  Ward  19,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
type   of    construction. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  work  will  be 
started  sometime  in   the  near  future. 

George  G.   Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


LIGHTING    FACILITIES    ALONG    DOR- 
CHESTER    STREET. 

The   following   was    received: 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relative  to 
your  order  of  June  10,  1940,  concerning  the 
lighting  facilities  along  Dorchester  street,  from 
Andrew  square  to  Eighth  street,  Ward  7,  w.ih 
a  view  to  installing  a  more  adequate  lighting 
system    in   this   particular   section. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.    Tobin,   Mayor. 

City   of    Boston, 
Public   Works   Department, 

July  8,   1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From  George  G.  Hyland,  Commissioner,  Public 

Works   Department. 
Subject:      Installing   a    More   Adequate   Light- 
ing Svstem  Along  Dorchester  Street,  Ward 
7. 
I     return     herewith    order     in     City     Council 
that      the      Commissioner     of      Public      Works 
make   a   study   of    the   lighting   facilities    along 
Dorchester     street,     from     Andrew     square     to 
Eighth  street.  Ward   7,   with  a  view  to   install- 
ing   a    more    adequate   lighting    system    in   this 
particular  section. 

An  inspection  of  this  street  has  been  made 
and  I  find  that  lighting  conditions  thereon 
compare  very  favorably  with  similar  highways 
all   over   the   city. 

George  G.   Hyland. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on   file. 


ERECTION    OF    FENCE,    PRINCE    STREET 
PLAYGROUND. 
The    following    was    received: 

Citv   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1940. 
To   the   City    Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Tark  Commissioners,  relative  to  your  order 
of  June  24,  1910,  concerning  the  erection  of 
a  fence  around  the  playground  on  Prince 
street,     Ward     3. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,    Mayor. 

City   of   Boston, 
Park  Department,  July  6,   1940. 
William   T.    Doyle. 

Chief   Clerk,   Mayor's   Office. 
Dear     Sir, — I     have     your     memorandum     of 
July    1.    with    inclosure,    order    from    the    City 
Council    that    the    Park    Department    erect    a 
fence    on    the    playground    on    Prince   street. 

A   contract    has   been    awarded   to    the   P.    J. 
Dinn    Company   to   erect   a   fence   on   a   portion 
of     the     playground,     which     will     prevent,     I 
hope,  any  damage  to  the  surrounding  property. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed   on   file. 


FLAGPOLE    AT    McKTNNEY    PLAY- 
GROUND. 
The   following   was    received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners,  relative  to  your  order 
of  June  24.  1940.  concerning  the  erection  of 
a  flagpole  in  the  Arthur  McKinney  Playground 
on  Faneuil  street,  Ward  22,  prior  to  the  date 
of    dedication. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,   Mayor. 


JULY    22,    1940. 
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City  of   Boston, 
Park  Department,  July  6,  1940. 
Williaim  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  haive  your  memorandum  of 
July  1,  with  imcios'Ure,  order  firoui  the  City 
Council  that  the  Park  Department  erect  a 
flagpole  in  the  Arthur  MoKinney  Playground 
on   Faneuil    street. 

A  numDber  oif  playgrounds  in  the  City  of 
Boston  are  without  flagpoles  and  a  project  is 
being  prepared  which,  if  accepted  by  the 
Federal  Government,  will  allow  the  depart- 
ment to  place  these  flagpoles  in  the  various 
playgrounds. 

Very  truly  yours^ 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


WADING    POOL    AT    MADISON    PARK. 

The  following  was.  received  : 

City  of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
Williiaan  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners,  relative  to  your  order 
of  June  24,  1940,  and  concerning  the  prepara- 
tion of  plans  to  be  submitted  to  W.  P.  A. 
authorities  for  the  installation  of  a  wadinig 
pool  for  the  children  of  Madison  Park,  Ward  9. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,   Mayor. 

City   of   Boston, 
Park  Department,  July  6,  1940. 
William  T.   Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear     Sir,— I     have     your     memorandum     of 
July    1,   with   iniclosure,    order   from   the    City 
Council     regarding     a     wading     pool     for     the 
children  in  Madison   Park. 

Please  be  assured  an  investigation  will  be 
made  immediately  as  to  the  possibilities  of 
this   request. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC    OFFICER    AT    CITY    HOSPITAL. 

The   following   was   received: 

City  of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Hon.  Joseph  F.  Timilty,  Police  Comimas- 
stoner  for  the  City  of  Boston,  relative  to  your 
order  of  June  24,  1940,  concerning  the  as- 
signment of  police  officers  to  traffic  duty  on 
Albany  street,  at  the  Accident  entrance  of  the 
Boston   City  Hospital. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,   Mayor. 


City   of   Boston, 
Police  Department,  July  8,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's    Office. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  your  memo- 
randum dated  July  2,  1940,  with  which  you 
sent  to  this  office  order  of  the  City  Council, 
passed   on   June   24,    1940,   to   wit: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
assign  officers  to  traffic  duty  on  Albany  street, 
ait  the  Accident  entrance  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital,  during  the  hours  of  heavy  traffic 
from  4  to  6  p.  m.,  to  relieve  traffic  congestion 
so  that  hospital  ambulances  may  enter  and 
leave  the  hospital  premises  without  the  present 
delay." 

Arrangements  Have  been  made  for  the  as- 
signment of  an  officer  to  the  Accident  entrance 
of  the  hospital  on  Albany  street,  between  the 
hours  mentioned  in.  the  order  of  the  City 
Council. 


I  believe  this  action  will  have  the  desired 
effect  and  eliminate  any  further  congestion 
at    this    point. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Joseph    F.    Timilty, 
Police  Commissioner. 
Placed   on   file. 


PREVENTION    OF    ATHLETE'S    FOOT. 
The  following   was   received, 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Pairk  Commissioners,  relative  to  your  order  of 
June  24,  1940,  concerning  the  placing  of  one 
per  cent  solutions  of  hyposulphide  of  soda  in 
the    public    baths. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,   Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
Park  Department,   July  8,   1940. 
William   T.   Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of 
June  26,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City 
Council  concerning  the  placing  of  one  per 
cent  solution  of  hyposulphide  of  sodia  in  the 
public   baths,   etc. 

Please  be  informed  the  Park  Department  has 
used  hypochlorite  solutions  of  lime  and  soda 
for  many  years  in  our  public  bath  houses  for 
the  purpose  of  destroying  bacteria. 

Investigation  shows  that  hypochlorite  solu- 
tions are  not  the  best  thing  in  the  world  for 
this    inflection. 

Please  be  assured  the  Park  Department  is 
only  too  anxious  to  do  everything  in  its  power 
to  keep  down  the  spreading  of  this  dreadful 
disease. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William   P.   Long,    Chairman. 
Placed  on   file. 


SIDEWALKS,     GREENVILLE     STREET, 

WARD   8. 
The   following   was    received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relative  to 
your  order  of  June  3,  1940,  and  concerning 
the  construction  of  new  sidewalks  on  Green- 
ville street.  Ward  8,  from  Winthrop  street  to 
Dudley  street,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,   Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
Public  Works   Department, 

July  1,  1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From  George  G.  Hyland,  Commissioner,  Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:     Construction  of  Sidewalks  on   Green- 
ville   Street,    Ward    8,    from    Winthrop    to 
Dudley    Streets. 
I    return     herewith    order     in     City     Council 
that      the      Commissioner     of      I'uMic      Works 
construct    new   sidewalks-   at    the    above-named 
location  under  the  W.   P.  A.   plan   of  construc- 
tion. 

Please  be  advised  that  an  inspection  of  the 
sidewalks  on  this  street  has  been  mode  and 
it  is  found  that  one  side  oif  this  street  has 
artificial  sione  sidewalks  thereon  and  the  other 
side  is  of  brick  sidewalk  con.-t ruction.  Both 
sidewalks  are  in  pood  shape  and  in  no  im- 
mediate need  of  neoonsfcnuat'ilon  at  this  time. 
Georgk  g.  Hyland, 

Commissioner  of   Public    Works. 
Placed   on    file. 
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CITY    OOUJNC1L. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred    to    the    committees    named,    viz. : 

Claims. 
Peter   Blocki,   for   compensation   for   damage 
to   property    at   609    and    611    Dorchester   ave- 
nue, caused  by  break  in  waiter  main. 

Oscar  Bornstein,  for  refund  of  wages  for 
snow   removal. 

Joseph  J.  Brodigan,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  152  Calumet  street, 
caused   by   water   being   shut  off. 

Mary  F.  Catienacci,  for  compensation  for 
damage  'to  property  at  111  Call  street,  caused 
by    water   from   sewer. 

Norman  Christie,  for  refund  on  pedler's 
license. 

Wilfred  J.  Fortin,  for  refund  on  pedler's 
License. 

Lewis.  A.  Gammons,  for  compensation  for 
damage   to   car   by  street  sweeper   machine. 

Joseph  A.  Grillo,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age  to   car   by   city    team. 

Harry  Gulesian,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property   by  change  of  grade  of  street. 

Thomas  F.  Hajjar,  for  refund  on  soft  drink 
and   Sunday   licenses. 

Edward  Harris,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  alleged  defect  in  Town  Field 
Playground,    Dorchester. 

Paul  Johnson,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  91  West  Spring- 
field  street. 

Joseph  G.  Kelley,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  clothing  caused  by  bucket  of  paint 
on  sidewalk  at  West  Newton  street  and  Co- 
lumbus  avenue. 

Luigi  LaVita,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  2  Jasper  place,  caused  by 
broken    water    pipe. 

George  S.  Libby,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  truck  of  Traffic  Commission. 

Douglas  J.  McNeil,  for  compensation  for 
damage   to   car   by   city   truck. 

Hugh  F.  O'Brien,  to  be  reimbursed  for  ac- 
cident which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of  duty. 

Alice  M.  Ohanian,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
North    Washington    Bridge. 

Daniel  J.  O'Neill,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  by  car  of  City  Planning 
Board. 

Public  Netoco  Theatres  Corporation,  for 
refund    on    sign    permit. 

Vera  Querci,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  189  North  street,  caused  by 
broken   water  pipe. 

Dona  S.  Rane,  trustee,  for  reimbursement 
for   money   expended   in    opening  up   sewer. 

Realty,  Inc.,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  1800-1816  Washington  street 
and  116-120-  Northampton  street,  caused  by 
city    truck. 

Reservoir  Pharmacy,  Inc.,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  property  ait  1941  and  1943 
Beacon   street,    caused   by   broken    water   main. 

John  Segal,  for  rebate  on  second-hand  li- 
cense. 

John  J.  Sullivan,  for  payment  of  wages  for 
snow   removal   work. 

George  A.  Symmes,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Dover 
Street    Municipal    Building. 

G.  B.  Thompson,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  24  Kendall  street,  caused 
by   water   being   turned   off. 

W.  J.  Twigg,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to   car   in    Sumner   Tunnel. 

Joseph  J.  Winters,  for  payment  of  wages 
for  snow  removal  work. 

Licenses. 

Joseph  Bernstein,  for  driveway  opening  at 
1243    Blue    Hill   avenue. 

James  L.  George  and  John  Philopoulos, 
for  driveway  opening  at  16  Maple  street, 
Hyde   Park. 

Liberty  Realty  Trust,  for  driveway  opening 
at  72-74  Roxbury  street  and  Perkins  place. 

Willard  P.  Whittemore,  for  driveway  open- 
ing at   Redlands   road  and   Centre  street. 


Namy  M.  Samya,  for  driveway  opening  at 
439    Harriscn   avenue. 

L.  C.  Grossman,  for  driveway  opening  at 
Havre   street. 


RE   SUSPENSION    OF   POLICE    OFFICER 
TULLY. 
The   following    was    received : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1940. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Hon.  Joseph  F.  Timilty,  Police  Commis- 
sioner for  the  City  of  Boston,  relative  to  your 
order  of  June  10,  1940,  and  concerning  the 
suspension  of  Patrolman  Joseph  Tully  of  Police 
Division    1. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,   Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
Police    Department,    July    1,    1940. 
William     T.     Doyle, 

Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's    Office. 

My  dear  Mr.  Doyle, — With  reference  to  the 
order  passed  by  the  City  Council  on  June 
10,    1940,    to    wit: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  immediately  suspend  from  active  police 
duty,  Officer  Joseph  Tully  of  Police  Division 
1,  until  such  time  as  charges  against  him 
have  been  heard  before  the  proper  authority, 
in  connection  w.th  his  unwarranted  and 
brutal    assault    upon    a    sixteen-year-old    boy." 

Investigation  has  been  made  of  all  circum- 
stances   surrounding    this    case. 

About  5.30  o'clock  p.  m.,  Monday,  June 
3,  1940,  Patrolman  Tully,  of  Division  1, 
arrested  one  Vincent  Dililassi,  sixteen  years 
old,  of  9  Norman  street,  Boston,  on  Friend 
streel,  n.  or  Sudbury  street,  for  occupying 
a  portion  of  a  public  street  for  the  eale  of 
merchandise,  not  having  a  permit  so  to  do, 
and    selling    merchandise    without    a    license. 

When  the  officer's  attention  was  first  called 
to  the  boy,  he  (the  officer)  directed  him  to 
move  along.  The  boy  failed  to  do  60,  and 
the  officer  placed  him  under  arrest.  The  boy 
at  once  resisted  arrest  and  assaulted  the 
officer  by  punching  him  in  the  stomach  and 
kicking  him  in  the  lower  legs.  In  order  to 
protect  himself  from  injury,  and  to  effect 
the  arrest,  the  officer  struck  the  prisoner 
once    on    the    head    with    his    police    club. 

DiBlassi  is  a  sturdily  built  boy  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  commanding  officer  of  Division 
1,  who  had  an  opportunity  to  observe  the 
boy,  he  is  rather  strong  for  his  age,  and  to 
all  outward  appearances  much  older  than  six- 
teen years  of  age.  Physically,  Officer  Tully 
is  not  much  taller  than  DiBlassi,  and  in 
view  of  the  very  stubborn  resistance  put  up 
by  him  at  the  tame  of  his  arrest  and  the 
imminent  danger  of  bodily  harm  to  the  officer 
in  making  this  legal  arrest,  Officer  Tully,  in 
order  to  safeguard  himself,  was  warranted 
in  using  such  a  degree  of  force  as  was  reason- 
ably necessary  to  enable  him  to  overcome 
that   resistance. 

The  records  of  this  department  show  that 
on  June  27,  1940,  DiBlassi  was  adjudged  "De- 
linquent" in  the  Central  Juvenile  Court  by 
reason  of  occupying  a  portion  of  the  public 
street  for  the  sale  of  merchandise  without  a 
permit,  and  that  charge  placed  on  file.  A 
charge  against  DiBlassi  for  assault  and  battery 
upon  a  police  officer  was  placed  on  file  without 
a    finding. 

After  careful  consideration  of  this  matter, 
having  in  mind  the  spirit  which  prompted  the 
Honorable  City  Council  in  its  course  of  action 
in  this  particular  case,  I  do  not  feel  that  the 
circumstances  warrant  the  summary  sus- 
pension of  Officer  Tully  without  a  hearing  on 
the  merits  of  formal  charges  which  DiBlassi 
is  at  liberty  to  make  against  the  officer. 
Very   truly    yours, 

Joseph   F.    Timilty, 
Police    Commissioner. 

Placed    on    file. 


JULY    22,    1940. 
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APPROVAL   OF  TAX   TITLE   LOAN. 

Notic  was  received  of  the  approval  by  the 
State  Emergency  Finance  Board  of  renewal 
of  tax  title  loan  of  two   million   dollars. 

Placed   on   file. 


RESIDENT   EMPLOYEES  AT   SUFFOLK 
DOWNS. 

Communication  was  received  from  the  State 
Racing  Comimission  relative  to  the  number  olf 
resident    employees   at   Suffolk   Downs. 

Placed    on    file. 


ABSENCE    OF    THE    MAYOR    FROM    CITY. 

No'tlice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  his 
absence  from  the  city  from  July  13  to  July  21, 
inclusive. 

Placed   on    file. 


SIDEWALK    ASSESSMENTS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  together  with 
orders  assessing  half  cost  of  construction  of 
artificial  stone  sidewalks,   viz. : 

Half  Cost. 

Leyden    street,    No,    16)1 $25  76 

Leyden    street,    No.    2115 02  40 

The  orders  were  severally  passed  under  sus- 
pension  of  the  rule. 


NOTICE    OF    FILING    BOND. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  filing  of  an  in- 
demnity bond  by  E.  M.  Matz  on  water  pipe 
construction. 

Placed    on    file. 


LAWRENCE    ABBOTT   TRUST. 

The1    Fifth   Account   of  the   Trustees   of   the 
Lawrenlce    Abbott   Trust    was    received. 
Placed   on    file. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President  GALVIN  submitted  report  recom- 
mending thialt  permits  be  granted  to  fourteen 
newsboys  and  Wo  bootblacks  under  usual  con- 
ditions. 

Report  accepted  ;  said  permits  granted. 


CONTRACT  WITH  ANIMAL  RESCUE 
LEAGUE. 

Notice  was  received  of  a  contract  with  the 
Animal  Rescue  League  for  performing  the 
duties  of  dog  officers. 

Placed   on    file. 


ERECTION  OF  BLEACHERS  AT  PARKER 
HILL  PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.   CAREY  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,   That   the  Park   Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  erect 
bleachers  at  the  Parker  Hill  Playground,  Ward 
10,   as   a  W.   P.   A.   project. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SPECIAL    NURSES    AT    BOSTON    CITY 
HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston- 
City  Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  look  into  the  matter  of  furnish- 
ing special  nurses  for  patients  on  the  danger 
list  at  the  hospital  with  a  view  to  fixing 
the  responsibility  for  the  assignment  of  these 
nurses  when  ordered  by  the  superintendent. 


Coun.  CAREY— .Mr.  President,  I  feel  that 
I  can  safely  say  that  if  there  is  one  request 
that  every  City  Councilor  hates  -to  get,  it  is 
for  the  arranging  olf  a  special  night  nurse  for 
patients  on  the  danger  list  at  the  Boston  City 
Hospital,  because  altogether  too  often  a  coun- 
cilor can  get  into  more  trouble  on  a  request 
of  this  kind  than  in  any  other  way.  There  is, 
as  we  all  know,  a  fund  available,  the  income 
of  which  is  to  be  used  to  supply  special  nurses 
for  those  unable  to  pay  for  same.  Time  and 
time  again  I  have  heard  various  members  of 
the  Council  complain  because  a  nurse  was  not 
supplied  after  one  bad  been  promised  and 'I 
am  not  attempting  to  place  the  blame  for  the 
failure  to  supply  these  nursese  on  the  shoulders 
of  Doctor  Manary,  the  superintendent,  because 
it  is  my  honest  belief  that  on  two  occasions 
with  which  I  was  concerned  during  the  past 
ten  days,  he  carried  out  his  part  of  the  re- 
quest all  right.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand 
how  when  Doctor  Manary  issues  orders  to  be 
sure  to  supply  this  special  night  nurse  that 
the  orders  aire  not  carried  out,  being  as  he  is 
the  superintendent  of  the  hospital  and  there- 
fore in  charge  of  it.  In  both  of  these  cases 
that  I  have  in  mind,  patients  were  very 
dangerously  ill,  and  have  since  passed  away 
and  this  afternoon  are  out  in  the  graveyard. 
In  one  of  those  casies,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
another  tenant  living  in  the  same  house  the 
patient  lived  in  paid  for  a  nurse  and  even 
then  one  was  not  supplied.  The  least  that 
can  be  done  for  one  dangerously  ill  at  the 
hospital  and  going  to  die  is  to  try  to  make 
them  in  their  last  hours  on  this  earth  as  com- 
fortable as  possible  and  I  sincerely  hope  and 
I  ask  in  this  order  that  the  trustees  will  look 
thoroughly  into  this  matter  and  endeavor 
to  work  out  some  system  whereby  the  special 
nurses  will  be  supplied  when  one  is  promised 
or  that  the  patient's  family  will  be  definitely 
notified  that  one  cannot  be  furnished.  Pos- 
sibly the  situation  can  be  solved  by  doubling 
the  corps  of  night  nurses  on  regular  duty  at 
the  hospital  which  will  lighten  the  burden  on 
the  shoulders  of  those  now  on  duty  and  re- 
move the  necessity  for  requiring  these  special 
nurses. 

Passed  under  suspension   of  the  rule. 


LIFE  INSURANCE  POLICIES  OF  OLD  AGE 
AND     WELFARE    RECIPIENTS. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  petition  the  Legislature  at  its 
next  session  for  legislation  which  will  permit 
beneficiaries  cif  old  age  assistance  and  public 
welfare  to  continue  in  force  life  insurance 
policies  of  a  reasonable  amount  without  being 
penalized,  as  is  the  present  custom. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President, 
the  reason  for  introducing  this  order  is  tint 
under  chapter  118.  section  5.  of  the  General 
Laws  anyone  applying  for  old  age  assistance 
and  who  .  has  just  taken  out  an  insurance 
policy,  five  years  from  the  date  they  apply 
they  have  to  sell  the  insurance  policy,  thereby 
losing  money  and  in  the  event  they  Bhould 
die  a  year  after  and  are  receiving  old  age 
as-istance  they  will  be  buried  as  paupers. 
All  the  old  age  assistance  allows  thorn  is 
$75.  If  the  insurance  policy  is  over  $200, 
that  is,  providing  they  have  had  the  policy 
for  a  period  of  over  five  years,  and  the  policy 
is  over  $200  they  are  not  -allowed  anything,  and 
if  it  is  for  $'200  or  less  the  Welfare  Depart- 
ment may  make  up  the  difference  in  the  burial 
expenses, — or  in  other  words,  allow  them 
$75.  I  have  a  rase  right  here  and  have  had 
cases  in  the  past  of  an  old  age  couple,  the 
husband  with  a  policy  taken  out  back  in  1036 
for  $824,  p-ivitiT  GO  cents  a  week,  in  '  another 
one  v/n;  taken-  out  on  the  husband  in  1938 
for  $100,  for  25  cents  a  week,  and  another  one 
on  the  wife  for  $190,  tak.n  out  in  19fl8,  for 
25  cents  a  week.  Now.  in  order  for  this  old 
age  couple  here  to  receive  old  age  assistance, 
they  have  to  sell  these  three  policies.  There 
is  no  cash  surrnder  value  in  those  policies.     In 
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other  words,  iin  giving  up  those  policies  they 
are  making  insurance  companies  richei-  and 
taking  money  away  from  the  poor.  I  say 
that  this  section  of  the  General  Laws  should 
be  changed  so  that  a  reasonable  amount  of 
insurance  policies,  mo  matter  when  they  are 
taken  out,  that  the  recipients  will  be  allowed 
to  hold  those  policies,  and  I  hope  that  the 
Mayor  will  institute  the  proper  legislation 
to   amend  those  laws  and  that  fchos   order   will 

PaCoum.  TAYLOR— On  the  same  order,— I  had 
intended  to  introduce  a  simila! -order.  «  oc- 
curred to  me  that  when  Mr.  McCarthy  was 
the  head  of  the  Welfare  Department  in  the 
State  House,  although  realizing  that  the 
General  Laws  specifically  stated  that  It  could 
not  be  done,  nevertheless,  he  used  his  dis- 
cretion and  allowed  in  many  instances  people 
to  carry  on  the  policy  because  it  was  not  cost- 
tog  Sfybody  anything  and  the  city  would 
benefit  at  the  time  the  person  expired  but 
since  Mr.  Armstrong  came  m  he  has  adheied 
strictly  -to  the  statute  and  refused  to  intei- 
fere  With  any  discretion  whatsoever  and  as  a 
result  many  people  who  have  had  policies  for 
several  years  and  alter  paying  in  good  money 
are  forced  to  surrender  those  policies  as  Coun- 
cilor Sullivan  says,  enriching  the  pockets  01 
the    insurance   companies. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


INSTALLATION       OF       LOUD       SPEAKING 
SYSTEM  AT  L  STREET  BATH  HOUSE. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  LINEHAN,  M.  H.  SUL- 
LIVAN   and    GOODE   offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  through 
the  Park  Commissioner,  install  a  loud  speak- 
ing system  at  the  L  Street  Bath  House  in 
South    Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the   rule. 


REPORT    OF    FINANCE    COMMISSION    RE- 
QUESTED. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Boston  Finance  Commission  to  immediately 
make  a  report  of  its  findings  on  the  erambme 
of  a  permit  for  slaughter  house  at  11  Lewis 
street.   East   Boston. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  we  are  back 
om  the  granting  of  the  permit  for  the 
slaughter  house  in  East  Boston.  I  hope  I 
am  not  too  long  on  it.  but  I  am  going  to 
speak  my  mind  here  the  same  as  I  have  at 
previous  hearings.  In  the  first  place.  I  think 
that  the  Finance  Commission  has  had  plenty 
of  time  to  make  a  report.  The  evidence  has 
been  in  now  a  little  over  two  weeks, — almost 
three  weeks, — and  if  they  cannot  get  together 
and  make  their  report  in  two  and  a  half  _  to 
three  weeks,  them  they  are  probably  going 
to  do,  as  I  heard  they  might  do,  keep  the 
report  out  for  several  months  until  the  thing 
dies  down.  Before  I  forget  tilt,  the  first  thins 
that  I  want  to  bring  out  is  the  fact  that  at 
the  closing  of  that  hearing  Chairman  Storey 
received  a  communication  from  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  and  he  allowed  that  communication 
to  be  read  into  the  record,  which  I  did  not 
think  was  fair,  because  if  the  Mayor  wanted  to 
say  amything  at  that  hearing  he  was  invited 
down  here  by  the  Council  order  to  come  down 
and  answer  questions  or  make  any  state- 
ment he  thought  he  should  make  to  defend  his 
office,  and  after  all  I  was  attacking  his  office 
and  I  did  make  the  statement,  that  I  will  never 
withdraw,  that  there  was  $2,000  in  graft- 
paid  in  that  office  for  the  granting  of  that 
permit.  Someone  has  said  that  my  constitu- 
ents know  me,  and  the  answer  to  that  is 
Yes  ;  that  they  have  honored  me  twice  by  elect- 
ing me  to  office  twice  within  a  period  of 
eleven  months  and  I  had  the  Mayor's  opposi- 
tion in  both  those  contests,  going  so  far  as 
to  threaten,  every  city  employee  to  be  with 
my     opponent,     and     one     of     the     constables 


who  had   the   misfortune   to   pass   away   in   the 
past    two    weeks,    whom   I    grew   up    with    and 
with    whom    I    played    baseball    in    high    school, 
said    one    of    the    hardest    things    he    ever    did 
was   to   oppose   me   in    my   hoone   precinct    and 
stand  outside  and   ask   votes   for   my   opponent. 
He  is  the  gentleman   who  said  that  the  people 
of   my  district   know   me  and   what  I   am.      Of 
course  they  do.     That   is   why   they  elected  me 
to  office,  because  they  know  what  I  am.     Now 
at    that   hearing   the   rug   pedler,   Mr.    Shamon. 
asked    questions    of    Mr.    Greenberg    who    had 
the  slaughter   house  for   thirty   years,   but   who 
couldn't  pay  the  $2,000  or  $3,000  in  graft  which 
he   was   asked    to  pay.      That  is   the   reason   he 
didn't   get   the   continuance   of    that   permit    he 
was  asked  about  by  Mr.  Shamon  and  the  reason 
I    mention    this    is   because    it   didn't    come   out 
in   the    newspapers. — he    was    asked   if    he    was 
asked    for    any    money    for    this    permit.      His 
answer    was    Yes;    $1,000    from    one    attorney, 
$1,200    by    another    attorney    and    $1,500    by    a 
third   attorney.      None  of   that  testimony   came 
out    in    the    newsipaipers.      Now,    in    regard    to 
this    hearing,    the    reasjn     I    want    this    order 
parsed    is   that    1    would   like  to  see  what   action 
the    Mayor     will    take    on     this     order    and     if 
he  won't  forward  it  along  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mission   and   a^k   them   to   make   an    immediate 
report.      They    have    had    plenty   of    time    and, 
of   course,   as    the  order   did   not  turn   out  just 
exactly   as   maybe   the  Mayor   and   the   Finance 
mission   thought   it   was  going  to  turn  out. 
Now,     for    example,    some    of     you     councilors 
here,  and   I  appreciate   it,   kind  of  came  to  my 
side   for    the    first    time    since    I    have    been    a 
member   of    this    Council   and    you   said    I   was 
right    in   one   thing.      I   asked   that   the  hearing 
postponed    for    a    week    in    order   that    my 
witnes-es    would    be    allowed    to    be    summoned 
here    the    same   as    the   other    witnesses   on   the 
other   side.      Now   I    introduced   that   order   and 
asked    for  the   investigation.      I    had   the   order 
passed    unanimously    by    the    City    Council,   and 
what  happens  ?     Three  weeks   ago  without  any 
notification     to     me    the    Finance     Commission 
claim    they    got    permission   to    hold    a    hearing 
the   following    day, — two   weeks   ago   last   Tues- 
day,   to    hold    that    hearing    in    this    room    and 
didn't  ask   me  if  I   wanted  to  be  heard.     They 
didn't    ask    me    what   evidence   I    had    or   what 
witnesses     I     wanted     summoned.       They    were 
just  going  to  hear  the  other  side,  and,  as  they 
.-ay,   in   the  event  I  wanted  to  be  heard  I  could 
come   in.     Not  one  of  my   witnesses   was   sum- 
moned   and    I    say    it    was    about    the    dirtiest, 
lowest    and    rottenest    frame-up    they    tried    to 
frame  up,   but  they   got   the  surprise  of  their 
life.      They    thought    that    Coffey    was   going    to 
come  here  and  sit  down  and  be  a  mummy  and 
allow   them    to   frame   me   and   my    future    and 
the  only  defense  they  had  was  my  father  went 
down    and    asked    for    a    check    for    $25    when 
thousands    of    dollars    had    been    paid    for    this 
permit.      We    were    going    to    be    settled    with 
for    $25.      Well,    I    haven't   been   in   politics   for 
the   years   I    have   to   see   $1,500   paid    in    graft 
and   the   only    cut   I    am    going    to    get    is    $25. 
The  only   defense   Furman   Brothers   had  is  the 
fact    I    went    to    them    and    said. — and    I    was 
not  here  to   challenge  any  of  those  statements, 
— they     held     that     hearing     after     I     left     the 
chambers    and    without    permit, — and    the    only 
argument    Furman    Brothers    had    was,    "Well, 
Coffey    came   down    and    said    that    permit   was 
worth    $3,000   to   me."     If  there  was   $3,000   in 
graft  paid,   how  much   would   I   get  out   of   it? 
I    wouldn't   get   enough    out   of    it    to    make    it 
worth   while  going  into  the  thing.     They  take 
the  Relief  Station  away  and  give  us  a  slaughter 
house  in  return,  and  I  am  supposed  to  sacrifice 
my   enbitre  future   by   allowing   them    to   frame 
me  so  they   can  protect  the  Mayor.     I  ask  the 
Mayor   why    did    he   sign    that    permit?     It    is 
illegal.     It  should  have  ecme  through  the   City 
Council.      That   is    the  law   under    chapter    111, 
section     151,     which    states     that     any     permit 
granted   for  a  slaughter  house,  the  license  has 
first    got    to    have   the   written    consent    of   the 
Boston    City    Council    and    then    the    signature 
of    the    Mayor    and   I    ask    the   Mayor   ■why    he 
signed  that  permit  knowing  that  it  didn't  come 
through    the    City   Council.      In    closing,    I    say- 
it   took   four   attorneys,    and    Furman   admitted 
he  paid   those  four   $1,350,   to   get   him  a   $25 
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permit,  and  Judge  Burke,  who  has  been  in- 
volved in  the  Connolly  and  Dowd  scandal  and 
who  had  a  decent  fellow  fired  out  otf  the 
District  Attorney's  office,  comes  in  and  ad- 
mits he  made  a  telephone  call  to  the  Mayor 
and  asked  the  Mayor  to  be  good  enough  to 
grant  the  permit  and  when  the  permit  wlas 
granted  he  adlmii'ts  that  for  that  telephone  call 
he  received  $500  as  an  attorney's  fee. 
Passed  under  suspension   of  the  rule. 


INVESTIGATION    BY   FEDERAL 
AUTHORITIES. 

Coun.    COFFEY   offered  the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Federal  authorities  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
investigate  the  right  of  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner Hyland  to  take  down  a  wall  bulilt 
by  Federal  funds  on  Bremen  street,  in  the 
Day  square  section  ocf  East  Boston,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  gasoline  station  oipening 
of   80   feet. 

Conn.  OOFFEY — Mr.  President,  we  are 
right  back  to  the  same  thing  I  just  got  through 
talking  about.  As  I  sat  here  today  and  lis- 
tened, there  were  eight  petitions  filed  with 
the  clerk  today  for  sidewalk  openings.  Now 
in  this  particular  case  the  gentleman  that  owns 
a  gaslolme  station  came  to  me  and  asked  me'to 
file  an  order  for  a  75-ifoot  opening  for  the 
sidewalk  in-  East  Boston  and  I  told  the  gentle- 
man I  woudn't  do  it ;  that  the  Mayor's  own 
words  were  there  shall  be  no  sidewalk  open- 
ings above  35  feet  while  he  is  the  Mayor  of 
Boston.  Now  we  come  back  to  the  ease  where 
this  fellow  has  a  gasoline  station  in  the  Day 
square  seat  ion.  His  order  came  through  for 
the  same  3'5-foot  opening  as  the  others.  He 
has  got  a  sidewalk  opening  of  35  feet  and 
six  weeks  ago  he  took  a  W.  P.  A.  truck,  the 
owner  of  this  place,  and  knocked  down  some 
GO  or  70  feet  of  a  Federal  project  wall  that 
was  put  up  in  January  of  this  year.  That 
man  delilberaitely  knocked  down  some  70  feet 
of  that  wall.  Then  after  he  does  that  he 
takes  away  curbing  of  some  50  feet,  does 
away  with  that,  and  now  he  has  a  sidewalk 
opening  of  80  to  85  feet  fbtr  his  gasoline  sta- 
tion and  that  is  operating  illegally.  That 
order  did  nolt  comme  through  the  Council,  but 
that  man  happens  to  be  a  friend  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works,  Hyland,  and  I 
know  for.  a  fact  that  Hyland  was  interested 
in  him  getting  that  petition  for  the  75^foot 
opening,  and  I  refused  to  introduce  the  order. 
Now  it  is  the  same  story  again.  What  did 
the  man  pay  to  allow  that  wall  to  be  knocked 
down  ?  What  did  he  pay  in  graft  to  allow 
that   opening   to   be   placed    there? 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Will  the  clerk  read  the 
order    again  ? 

(The  order  is   read   by   the  clerk.) 

Coun.  TAYLOR— On  a  point  of  order,  Mr. 
President,  on  the  question  whether  or  not  we 
should  request  the  Mayor  to  ask  the  Federal 
authorities  tb  investigate  Commissioner  Hyland. 
The  Mayor  is  the  boss  of  Mr.  Hyland.  I  think 
if  the  Mayor  was  directed  to  investigate  and 
leaving  out  the  Federal  authorities,  we  might 
be   able  to   pass   on   it. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President, -  I  thought 
in  the  hesitation  of  the  Chair  they  were 
waiting  for  somebody  to  do  or  say  something. 
The  fact  that  I  introduced  this  order  for  the 
Federal  authorities  to  investigate  is .  within 
reason.  We  have  had  orders  here  passed 
before  asking  department  heads  to  come  in 
here,  and  the  Mayor  has  sent  the  letter  down 
stating  that  no  department  head  can  be  sum- 
moned here  by  this  Body.  We  have  had  an 
order  passed  asking  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner to  give  us  a  list  of  the  members 
of  the  Boston  City  Council  who  interfered 
with  the  placing  of  trucks  and  truckmen  to 
work  in  the  last  snowstorm,  and  also  had 
an  order,  and  I  think  it  is  still  on  the  table, 
asking  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  to 
give  us  a  list  of  the  trucks  and  truckmen 
and  'the  other  snow  equipment  and  to  give 
us  the  names  of  those  who  put  them  to  work, 
and  we  haven't  got  any  report  and,   naturally. 


any  man  jumping  from  $2,500  to  $7,500  a 
year  job  isn't  going  to  come  down  here  and 
give   us    an    honest   report. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — The  councilor  has  requested 
us  to  have  the  Mayor  have  the  Federal  au- 
thorities investigate  the  destruction  of  their 
property.  I  think  the  Federal  authorities  are 
well  capable  of  handling  their  own  affairs  and 
there  as  no  reason  for  us  to  interfere.  It  is 
of  no  concern  of  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner or  anybody  else  who  has  no  material  in- 
terest in  it  whether  or  not  this  man  destroyed 
any  Federal  property.  That  is  their  concern. 
If  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  has  done 
something  wrong  himself,  then  it  is  up  to 
us  as  members  of  the  Boston  City  Council  to 
ask  the  Mayor  to  investigate  him.  Certainly 
we  have  no  business  prying  into  what  hap- 
pened   to    Federal    Government    property. 

Coun  COFFEY— May  I  inform  the  gentle- 
man that  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  and 
Public    Works    of    Boston    built    that    wall?  ' 

Coun.  CHASE — May  I  ask  Councilor  Coffey 
a  question  through  you,  Mr.  President?  Coun- 
cilor, have  you  talked  this  matter  over  with 
the    Public    Works    Commissioner  ? 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  do  not  speak  to  anybody 
who  is  friendly  to  Tobin, — is  the  answer  to 
that. 

Ooun.  CHASE — I  think  in  fairness  to  the 
Public  *  Works  Commissioner  we  should  be 
given  the  opportunity  of  hearing  his  version 
of  the  story.  I  do  not  think  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner  would  object  to  coming  up  here 
and  explaining  the  reason  why  he  tore  down 
that  wall  and  whether  or  not  he  thought 
he  was  doing  something  wrong  at  the  time. 
I  think  it  is  a  reasonable  request  and  I  think 
he   would    appear   .before   us. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
this  order  be  sent  to  the  Executive  for  the 
purpose  of  Councilor  Chase's  suggestion  that 
we  ask  Commissioner  Hyland  to  appear  before 
us. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — I  arise  on  a  point  of  order, 
Mr.  President,  as  to  whether  or  not  that  order 
is   out   of   order  ? 

President  GALVIN — The  order  can  be  sent 
to    the    Executive    Committee. 

Coun.  COFFEY — On  the  same  point  of 
order, — I  '  object  to  it  going  into  Executive. 
That  is  the  death  house,  in  there.  I  think 
the  thing  ought  to  be  allowed  to  go  right 
on  from  here.  There  is  no  sense  in  summon- 
ing him  down.  The  Mayor  defended  Commis- 
sioner Watts  for  signing  the  permit  for  the 
slaughter  house  in  East  Boston  and  said  he 
didn't  have  to  come  down  here.  The  fact 
remains  that  wall  was  knocked  down,  and 
some  50  or  60  feet  of  "curbing  was  taken  up, 
and  everybody  knows  that  a  petition  of  that 
kind  should  be  first  passed  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil  and   it  was   not. 

Referred    to    the    Executive    Committee. 


PAYMENT    OF    AID    TO    SOLDIERS    AND 
SAILORS. 

Coun.  ENGLERT,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers 
and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of 
Boston   for  the  month   of   July,   1940. 

Report    accepted ;    said    order    passed. 


REPORT   OF    COMMITTEE    ON    LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
aubimil     d  i1      .ug:    ' 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Joseph  Bernstein 
for  driveway  opening  at  1243  Blue  Hill  ave- 
nue    (referred    July     22)—  recomm 

license    be    gran'     I 

Rep  ed  ;    license   granted. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  William  E.  Lynch 
for  drivewa;  ;;i  Dorchester  ave- 
nue    (referred     July     1) — recomm 

lioen 
Report    aci    ,  .Lid    license    granted. 
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3.  On  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  for  license  to  operate  be- 
tween Columbia  Station  and  junction  of  Wash- 
ington street  and  Gallivan  Boulevard  (referred 
July  1),  petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  for  license  to  operate  between  Co- 
lumbia Station  and  junction  Blue  Hill  ave- 
nue and  Morton  street  (referred  June  24) — 
recommending  that  licenses  be  granted ;  peti- 
tion of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  for 
license  to  operate  between  Columbia  Station 
and  junction  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Columbia 
road  (referred  June  24) — recommending  that 
license  be  granted  ;  petition  of  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  for  license  to  operate  be- 
tween Columbia  Station  and  junction  Blue 
Hill  avemie  and  West  Cottage  street — rec- 
ommending  that   license   be   granted. 

Report  accepted  ;  several  licenses  granted. 


QUOITS   FOR   ROBERTS   FIELD 
PLAYGROUND. 

Conn.     WICKES    offered    the    following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Park    Commissioner    be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
supply   quoits   to   Roberts   Field   Playground   in 
Ward    17,    Dorchester. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


QUOIT-PLAYING  QUARTERS  AT  ROBERTS 
FIELD     PLAYGROUND. 
Coun.    WICKES    offered    the   following: 
Ordered,    That   the    Park    Commissioner    be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
change  the  present  arrangement  of   the   quoit- 
playing   quarters   at  Roberts   Field    Playground, 
Ward    17,   in    such   a   manner    that    it    will   not 
constitute  a   hazard   to  those  engaged    in   play- 
ing soft  ball,  and  so  that  the  soft-ball   playing 
may   not  interfere   with  the   quoit   playing. 
Passed   under  suspension   of   the   rule. 


FURNISHINGS    FOR    COUNCILORS- 
QUARTERS. 
Coun.    WIOKES    offered    the   following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Supply    Department    be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
anticipate    the    furnishing    of    the    councilors' 
offices    now    under   const  ruction    by    being    pre- 
pared to  install   in   each   office  a   desk,   a   type- 
writer,  a   filing   cabinet   and   such   other   equip- 
ment   as   may   be   needed   upon    the   completion 
of    said    offices,    so    that    the    service    to    each 
of  the  councilors'   constituents   may  be  thereby 
expedited. 

Passed  under  suspension   of  the   rule. 


RESTORATION  OF  CERTAIN  ALLOT- 
MENT TO  WELFARE  AND  OLD  AGE 
RECIPIENTS. 

iCoun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Welfare  Director 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  confer  with  the  State  Welfare  authorities 
for  the  purpose  of  formulating  regulations  to 
put  back  the  automatic  fifty  cents  ($0.50) 
weekly  medical  allotment  contained  in  the 
budgets  provided  for  all  Old  Age  Assistance 
recipients  pfior  to  rulings  that  emanated  from 
the  State  Welfare  authorities  during  the  past 
week. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  PresSdenlt, 
during  the  past  week  I  was  engaged  in  some- 
what of  a  mlild  altercation  with  the  State 
Welfare  Administrator  relative  to  certain  rul- 
ings froni  his  office  which  enforced  a  reduction 


in  the  allowance  of  all  old  age  recipients  liv- 
ing with  sons  and  daughters  in  the  city. 
The  reply  that  came  from  the  State  Director's 
office  stated  that  Councilor  Sullivan  was  labor- 
ing under  a  misapprehension  and  hinted  ait 
the  fact  there  was  no  reduction,  while  the  body 
of  the  article  emanating  from  bis  office  openly 
'admitted  my  statement  was  correct.  In  my 
original  statement  and  protest  against  such 
inhumane  treatment  '  of  the  Estate's  aged  I 
stated  there  was  a  very  definite  order  to  re- 
duce by  50  cents  the  allotment  of  all  old  age 
recipients  receiving  less  than  the  maximum  of 
$34.60  per  monith,  as  allotted  by  law.  Over 
the  past  several  years  50  cents  has  been  al- 
lowed weekly  for  medical  treatment  and  $2.16 
per  month  to  every  recipient  of  the  old  age 
assistance  receiving  less  than  $34.<>0  a  month. 
During  the  past  week  a  two-page  brochure 
came  down  from  the  office  of  the  State  Ad- 
ministrator and  in  that  it  stipulated  that  the 
50  cents  was  to  be  taken  away.  It  was  a 
double-meaning  order  in  view  of  the  fact  there 
was  also  a  suggestion  that  medical  allowance 
should  be  made  to  all  in  need  and  they  should 
!be  given  appliances,  eyeglasses,  or  anything 
necessary  for  their  bodily  comfort.  However, 
this  50  cents  was  given  automatically  in  the 
past.  Now  it  comes  only  as  a  result  of  the 
social  worker's  discretion.  I  believe  the  social 
workers  in  the  City  of  Boston,  especially  in 
the  Old  Age  Assistance  Department,  have  been 
doing  a  splendid  job  and  I  know  eminent 
satisfaction  has  been  expressed  in  my  district 
of  the  work  they  are  doing.  I  have  every  trust 
in  their  discretion  and  feel  in  most  instances 
their  discretion  would  be  such  as  to  allow 
the  50  cents ;  but  on  the  other  hand  auto- 
matically the  old  aged  received  it  in  the  past 
and  now  if  by  any  chance  there  should  be 
some  cold-hearted  social  worker  who  wanted  to 
take  the  50  cents  out  of  the  budget,  they  could 
do  it  and  I  am  agaimst  that.  The  director 
said  I  was  laboring  under  a  misapprehension 
and  there  was  no  reduction.  I  was  not  la- 
boring under  any  misapprehension  when  I 
read  in  the  statement  he  sent  dtmn  that  the 
food  allowance  for  all  old  aged  was  to  be  re- 
duced to  $2.25  for  males  and  $2.10  for  women. 
Al>parently  my  argument  had  some  effect 
there,  for  the  director  issued  another  state- 
ment emanating  from  the  same  office,  in 
which  it  was  agreed  to  raise  the  allotment 
from  $2.25  for  men  to  $2.40  for  men  and 
from  $2.10  for  women  to  $2.20,  but  still  there 
is  a  reduction.  The  orignal  argument  given 
was  that  the  food  allowance  and  the  reduced 
budget  conformed  with  the  amount  granted 
by  the  Community  Health  Association,  and 
when  the  second  allowance  came  down  with 
the  increase  as  a  result  of  my  protest,  they 
didn't  give  me  credit  for  it,  but  said  the 
Community  Health  recommended  this.  Now  I 
want  to  know  where  the  Community  Health 
stands  on  this  matter  and  where  Mr.  Rotch 
stands.  I  am  against  any  reduction  for  any 
individuals.  I  know  two  years  ago  in  the 
State  campaign  the  Republican  Party  promised 
to  increase  the  old  age  assistance  here  and  I 
think  that  is  a  funny  way  of  keeping  faith 
with  the  old  aged.  I  think  they  should  not 
now  try  to  cover  up  the  fact  that  they  made  a 
political  mistake  by  reducing  the  budgets.  I 
think  it  is  time  Mr.  Rotch  came  out  in  the 
open  and  corrected  his  mistakes,  and  that 
they  increase  as  a  result  of  my  protest.  They 
should  bring  those  budgets  back  to  their 
former  level  and  if  they  want  to  keep  a 
political  promise,  then  increase  the  budget  as 
they  promised  to  do  two  years  ago. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SURVEY    OF    CONDITIONS    AT    WARREN 
SQUARE. 
Coun.    LANGAN    offered    the    following : 
Ordered,   That  the  Board  of   Street  Commis- 
sioners  be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,    to    make    a    survey    of    existing    condi- 
tions  of   Warren   square.   Ward   19. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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INSTALLATION   OF  TRAFFIC  LIGHTS  AT 
MORAINE     AND      CENTRE     STREETS. 

Coun.  LANGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  automatic  traffic  lights  at  Moraine  and 
Centre  streets,  Jamaica  Plain,  in  substitution 
for  blinker  lights  now  at  this  location. 
Passed    under    suspension    of   the   ruile. 


TRAFFIC    CIRCLE    AT    ARBORWAY    AND 
POND     STREET. 

Coun.    LANGAN    offered    the    following: 
Ordered,    That    the   Traffic    Commissioner    be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
establish    a    traffic    circle    at    Pond    street    and 
the    Arborway,    Jamaica    Plain. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


REPAIRING    BENCHES    AT    BLACKSTONE 
PARK. 

Coun.  HURLEY  and  D.  F.  SULLIVAN 
offered    the    following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissionier  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
make  needed  repairs  to  the  benches  on  both 
sides  of  Blackstone  Park,  Wards  8  and  9, 
to    place    them    in    first-class    condition. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the  rule. 


SIDEWALK     ALONG     SAVIN     HILL     AVE- 
NUE. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Savin  Hill 
avenue,  at  No.  193,  Ward  13,  in  front  of 
the  estates  bordering  thereon ;  said  sidewalk  to 
be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  ad- 
joining, to  be  from  5  to  12  feeit  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of 
chanter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed   under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.10  p.  m.,  on  motion 
of  Coun.  HUTCHINSON,  to  take  a  recess, 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  mem- 
bers reassembled  and  were  called  to  order 
by   President   GALVIN   at   4.15   p.   m. 


EXECUTIVE     COMMITTEE     REPORTS. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee,   submitted    the    following : 

Report  on  order  (referred  this  day)  re- 
questing Federal  authorities  to  investigate  the 
right  of  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  to 
take  down  a  wall  on  Bremen  street.  East 
Boston — recommending  that  the  order  ought 
not   to    pass. 

Report  accepted.  Question  came  on  the 
passage    of    the    order. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  all  I  have 
to  say  is  this,  just  as  the  order  reads.  I  asked 
in  the  ordier  for  the  Federal  authorities  to 
investigate  the  opening  by  the  knocking  down 
of  this  wall.  Commissioner  Hylond  was 
brought  in  very  abruptly,  may  I  state, — we 
couldn't  get  him  in  as  quickly  on  the  Bnow 
removal.  He  made  the  statement  that  he 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  Federal  authorities  ad- 
mitting he  granted  a  40-foot  opening  or  the 
knocking  down  of  40  feet  of  that  wall  and 
in  that  letter  he  stated  that  the  reason  he 
did    allow    the    knocking    down    of    that    wall 


was  the  fact  that  he  wanted  to  give  the  owner 
of  this  gasoline  station  access  in  and  out 
of  his  gasoline  station,  but  he  didn't  mention 
the  fact  in  that  communication  they  already 
had  some  70  feet  of  sidewalk  opening, — 
35  feet  on  each  side  of  this  station,  and  the 
reason  I  objected  to  this  order  being  killed 
in  Executive  was  just  that  fact,  that  he 
didn't  make  it  clear  that  this  gas  station 
already  had  an  opening  oind  so  far  as  the 
curbing  is  concerned,  I  say  that  lays  squarely 
in  the  Public  Works  Commissioner's  lap.  It  is 
not  up  to  the  police.  You  make  a  complaint 
to  the  police,  and  their  answer  will  be  that 
"if  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  wants  to 
prosecute,  let  him  go  ahead  and  we  will 
prosecute  the  case."  As  this  order  stands 
now,  it  will  be  killed,  of  course,  and  I  ex- 
P'ected  it  would  be.  I  just  want  to  leave 
this  impression,  that  the  fact  remains  that 
the  man  now  has  a  75  to  80  foot  opening, 
and  he  didn't  get  a  petition  passed  through 
this  Council  and  if  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner doesn't  know  what  is  going  on  in 
the  different  districts,  then  I  say,  as  he  said 
himself,  he  would  resign  if  there  was  any 
graft  passed  there.  Well,  if  there  wasn't 
any  graft  passed  I  want  to  know  why  that 
man  has  a  75  to  80  foot  opening.  The  peti- 
tion didn't  come  through  this.  Council  and 
the  fact  remains  a  wall  was  knocked  down 
and  some  curbing  was  taken  up,  and  this 
man  has  now  a  75  to  80  foot  opening,  whereas 
the  order  was  passed  by  this  Council  a  couple 
of  months  ago  granting  him  a  35-foot  opening, 
and   that   is    all. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — Mr.  President,  our  chief 
investigator  has  made  allegations  again  with 
insinuations  of  graft  pertaining  to  the  al- 
legation, but,  unfortunately,  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner  had  documentary  evidence  to 
prove  otherwise.  To  show  the  absolute  un- 
necessary proceeding  in  asking  for  an  in- 
vestigation, because  in  those  documents 
W.  P.  A.  officials  justified  the  action  of  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner.  So  you  see,  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  we  have  been  listening 
to  these  allegations  of  graft  again  and  again. 
It  is  like  the  old  fable  story  when  you  cry 
"Wolf,  Wolf"  too  often,  then  the  time  comes 
when  perhaps  you  really  have  something  and 
nobody  will  pay  any  attention  to  it.  The 
Public  Works  Commissioner  showed  that  there 
was  justification  for  his  action  ;  that  he  re- 
ceived permission  from  the  proper  authorities 
and  that  insinuations  were  made  which  were 
needless,  tearing  down  and  intending  to  de- 
stroy the  reputation  of  decent  men.  We  as 
members  of  the  Council  should  abstain  from 
doing  that  in  the  future.  We  should  abstain 
from  attempting  to  destroy  the  name  of  any 
good  man,  or  honest  man  working  for  the 
City  of  Boston  just  because  somebody  with  a 
vile  tongue  who  has  an  ax  to  grind  is  willing 
to  destroy  in  his  ardent  desire  to  try  and  tear 
down  the  person  who  is  giving  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton a  fine  administration.  I  say  in  the  future 
we  should  give  recognition  to  this  man's 
claims   as    we  should   do. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  in  answer 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ware!  12,  of  course  he 
is  the  Mayor's  spokesman  and  I  expected 
.  him  to  answer.  He  also  claimed  here  a  few 
weeks  ago  that  I  have  always  boon  vile  in 
making  allegations,  but  I  think  even  he  will 
a'rree  I  had  something  on  the  ball  ill 
Kiramting  of  the  slaughter  house  permit  and 
I  have  something  on  the  ball  again  today. 
He  thought  then  there  was  no  proof,  none 
wha;  I     n  ((flee  "he    attended    every 

hearing  diligently  here  "ami  1  ,  i  to  the 
evidence  and  I  think  that  even  though  he  has 
to  say  what  goes  on  downstairs  because  he  is 
paid  to  and  1  think  fmm  the  fart  t'ia'  SI, 330 
"'I  to  get  a  man  a  $25  permit  proves 
there   was   soaneHfliamg   fishy   in    the  granting 

permit    and    the    fact    that    the    Mayor's 

"  '    '  i  lie    permit 

did    not    go    through    the    B  ,-    Council, 

as  the  Te  bhrcra 

had    90HU  I   I 

p    i. ei it.      Now  ad. 

ministration  is  concerned,  why  don't  we  get 
an  honc-st   answer  on    the  snow   removal  ? 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


President  GALVIN — The  Chair  requests  you 
to  confine  your  remarks  to  the  order  before 
the  Council,  unless  asking  unanimous  consent 
to    make    a    statement. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  ask  un- 
animous consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  GALVIN — Do  I  hear  any  objec- 
tion? 

Coun.  TAYLOR-^Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
like  to    make  an    objection 

President  GALVIN — The  question,  is  on  un- 
animous   consent. 

Ooun.    TAYLOR— I   object. 

President  GALVIN — Councilor  Taylor  ob- 
jects. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Talking  on  the  order,  on 
this  order  the  gentleman  saw  fit  to  defend 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  as  being  an 
honest  man.  I  didn't  say  he  wasn't  honest. 
I  wanted  to  kniow  if  any  graft  was  paid  for 
this  sidewalk  opening  of  75  or  80  feet  which 
is  illegal,  and  I  want  to  go  on  and  continue 
and  say  you  will  never  get  unanimous  consent 
to  make  a  statement  here  for  two  long  yearn. 
NlGbody  will  ever  get  unanimous  consent. 
That  is  all  I  am  waiting  for.  When  a  man 
can  be  born  by  the  name  of  Isad'ore  and  change 
it  to   Charlie,   he  can't  shut   me  uip. 

Coun.  CHASED — On  a  point  df  order,  Mr. 
President.  The  gentleman  from  East  Boston 
is  indulging  in  personalities  and  I  refer  you 
to    the    rules. 

Ooun.  GOTTLIEB— I  feeil  the  councilor  from 
East  Boston  owes  this  chamber  an  apology 
and  I  ask  the  councilor  from  East  Boston  to 
apologize  for  hlis   last  remark. 

President  GALVIN — The  members  of  the 
Body  request  an  open  apology  from  Councilor 
Coffey.  If  Councilor  Coffey  refuses  to  apolo- 
gize openly  for  any  personal  remarks,  the 
President  will  have  to  request  his  silence  until 
such    time   as    he  apologizes. 

Coun.  COFFEY — On  the  point  of  order, 
Mr.  President.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man  if  the  statement  I  made  is   true? 

Coun.    TAYLOR— Which    gentleman? 

Coun.    COFFEY— You. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Why,  it  is  an  absolute 
falsehood. 

Coun.  CHASE — On  a  point  of  order,  Mr. 
President.  I  understand  when  am  apology  is 
asked  that  the  man  is  silenced  until  he  offers 
that  apology.  I  think  the  question  that  he 
asked  then   is  out  of  order. 

President  GALVIN— The  Chair  will  not  be 
able  to  recognize  Councillor  Coffey  on  a  speech 
until  such  time  as  he  apologizes  openly  for 
the   remarks   he   made. 

Coun.    COFFEY— I    apologize. 

Question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order 
before    the    house.      The    order    was    rejected. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to   make   a   statement. 

President  GALVIN — Do  I  hear  any  objec- 
tions ? 

Coun.    TAYLOR— I    object. 

President  GALVIN — Couraclitor  Taylor  ob- 
jects. 


EQUIPPING  POLICE  AUTOMOBILES  WITH 

SIRENS. 

Coun.   KELLY  offered   the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  bis  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
equip  all  autombilles  belonging  to  the  Police 
Department    with   sirens. 

Ooum.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  the  reason 
I  introduced  this  order  today  is  because  I 
realize  the  only  sirens  equipped  in  the  Police 
Department  are  lin  the  patrol  wagons.  I  also 
realize  that  a  lot  of  these  police  cars  day  after 
day  have  occasion  to  rush  men,  women  and 
children  to  the  Boston  City  Hospital  who  have 
been,  in  accidents,  so  I  think  it  would  be  a 
good  thing  ilf  these  police  care  were  equipped 
with  sirens  so  that  when  men  and  women 
driving  cars  along  the  road  hear  these  sirens 
they  would  pull  in  to  the  side  of  the  street 
to  enable  the  poflice  car  to  get  to  the  hospital 
quicker. 

Passed    under    suspension   of   the    rule. 


ATHLETIC    EQUIPMENT    AT    MARINE 
PARK. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  sup- 
ply all  modern  athletic  equipment  for  use  at 
Marine  Park,  South  Boston,  and  to  provide  also 
an  instructor  to  supervise  athletic  activities 
at   that   park. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


SIDEWALKS  ON  FOURTH  STREET,  SOUTH 
BOSTON. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honsr  the 
Mayor,  to  install  granolithic  sidewalks  on  both 
sides  of  Fourth  street,  from  B  street  to  D 
street,  Ward  6,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
Passed    under    suspension    of   the    rule. 


FILLING   OF  VACANCIES  BY  THE 
MAYOR. 

Coun.    COFFEY   offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  im- 
mediately fill  the  vacancies  caused  by  the  resig- 
nations of  Henry  Parkman,  Jr.,  James  Burke 
and  Thomas  Dorcan  to  run  for  public  office. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  the  reason 
I  filed  this  order  is  the  fact  that  our  Cor- 
iun  Counsel  has  resigned  to  seek  public 
office.  I  filed  two  orders  previously  asking 
the  Mayor  to  reappoint  somebody  in  his 
place  and  not  to  keep  the  job  open  until 
the  time  he  is  defeated  and  comes  back  look- 
ing for  another  job.  I  also  filed  one  includ- 
ing the  Registrar  of  Births  and  Marriages 
who  I  have  seen  in  the  paper  is  a  candidate 
against  Congressman  McCormack.  I  have 
also  included  Thomas  Dorgan,  the  legislative 
agent  or  Assistant  Corporation  Counsel,  as 
he  might  call  himself,  and  I  filed  the  order 
asking  the  Mayor  to  make  immediate  re- 
appointments and  not  to  keep  the  jobs  open 
in  the  event  these  men  who  are  already  de- 
feated for  office  and  then  come  back  and  find 
a   nice   job   waiting. 

President  GALVIN — The  Chair  rules  the 
order    out    of    order. 

Coun.  CHASE— I  move  that  all  the  re- 
marRs 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  what  right 
has  this  man  to  6peak  ? 

Coun.  CHASE— I  rise  to  make  a  motion 

President  GALVIN— The  Chair  requests  the 
motion  be  put   in   writing. 


FIVE-CENT     FARE     ON     ELEVATED     TO 
BEACHES. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  reduce  the 
fare  on  the  summer  bus  lines  to  the  beaches 
from   ten  cents   to   five  cents. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ELEMENTARY    SCHOOL,    OLD    HARBOR 
VILLAGE. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
arrange  for  the  construction  of  an  elementary 
school  building  at  the  corner  of  Kemp  street 
and  Dorchester  avenue.  Ward  7,  or  on  any 
other  site  in  the  vicinity  of  Old  Harbor  Vil- 
lage, South  Boston,  to  take  care  of  the  serious 
lack  of  elementary  schoolrooms  in  this  section 
due  to  the  great  number  of  children  now  re- 
siding in  Old  Harbor  Village  and  the  many 
more  children  who  will  be  moved  into  the  new 
site  in  South  Boston  in  the  near  future. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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TENNIS  COURTS  AT  COLUMBUS  PARK. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
construct  a  permanent  black  surface,  with 
white  lines,  on  the  .tennis  courts  at  Columbus 
Park,  Ward  7,  'as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
Passed  under   suspension  of  the  rule. 


CLAIMS   REPORT. 

Coun,  GOTTLIEB,  for  the  Committee  cm 
Claims,  submitted  reports  on  the  petition 
of  James  E.  McDonald  to  be  reimbursed  for 
amount  of  execution  issued  against  him  on 
account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor 
vehicle  belonging  to  the  office  of  the  Medical 
Examiner,  Southern  District — recommending 
passage    of    following    orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
forty-nine  dollars  and  sixty  cents  ($249.60) 
be  allowed  and  paid  to-  James  E.  McDonald 
in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execution 
issued  against  him  on  'account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the 
office  of  the  Medical  Examiner,  Southern  Dis- 
trict, said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contin- 
gent  Fund. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  four  thousand 
forty-one  dollars  and  fifteen  cents  ($4,041.15) 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  James  E.  McDonald 
in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execution 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts 
as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to 
the  office  of  the  Medical  Examiner,  Southern 
District,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  Contingent 
Fund. 

Report   accepted ;    orders    passed. 


APPOINTMENT    OF    COMMITTEE. 

The  Chair  announced  the  appointment  of  a 
Special  Committee  to  cooperate  on  the  Legion 
Convention  as  follows :  Coun.  Maurice  H. 
Sullivan,  Theodore  F.  Lyons,  Philip  A.  Fish, 
James  S.    Coffey  and   Charles   I.   Taylor. 


ACTION   ON   UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

President  GALVIN — The  Chair  now  calls 
up    No.    2   on   the   calendar,    as   follows : 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  July  1,  1940,  of  Bartell  Swanson 
and  George  S.  Wilbur,  Jr.,  to  be  W>eighers 
of   Goods. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Fish  and  Russo.  Whole  num- 
ber of  ballots  1'5,  yeas  14,  nays  1,  and  the 
appointment   was   confirmed. 


INSPECTION  OF  HOMES  WHERE  WEL- 
FARE AND  OLD  AGE  RECIPIENTS 
ARE    HOUSED. 

Coun.    LYONS    offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Wel- 
fare be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  inspect  more  often  the  rest  homes 
in  which  welfare  and  old  age  assistance  re- 
cipients  are  housed. 

Coun.  LYONS — Mr.  President,  I  have  in- 
troduced this  order  because  I  have  received 
a  few  complaints  from  old  age  recipients 
operated  in  connection  with  the  State  Hos- 
pital. Those  who  have  heart  ailments  they 
send  to  these  various  homes  throughout  the 
city  to  recuperate.  These  houses  should  be 
inspected  to  bring  them  to  Grade  A*  sanitary 
conditions.  I  have  had  a  few  complaints  that 
these  houses,  some  of  them,  were  not  sanitary 
and  I  wish  the  head  of  the  Welfare  Depart- 
ment would  see  to  it  that  inspectors  would  go 
out  on  the  average  of  once  a  month  to  inspect 
these  houses,  so  they  would  be  habitable  for 
these  people   to   recuperate   in. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAIRING   OF  TENNIS   COURT  AT 

BILLINGS   FIELD. 
Coun.    LYONS   offered    the   following: 
Ordered,   That   the   Park    Commission   be   re- 
quested,   through    his     Honor    the    Mayor,     to 
imimedl.ately    repair    the    tennis    courts    at    Bil- 
lings   Field   and   Fallon   Field,   Word    20. 
Passed    under   suspension    of    the    rule. 


USE    OF    WELFARE   WORKERS    AT    PLAY- 
GROUNDS. 

Coun.    LYONS   offered    the   following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honior  the  Mayor,  to 
plaice  a  few  welfare  workers  in  each  play- 
ground   to    assist    the    groundkeeper. 

Coum.  LYONS — Mr.  President,  relative  to 
that  order,  the  Pairk  Department  is  so  under- 
manned at  the  present  time,  to  the  extent 
of  225  men,  that  they  have  strapped  each 
playground  in  my  district  one  man  each  and 
that  leaves  the  groundkeaper  himself.  These 
men  are  pirlolbably  6'5  years  of  age  and  to  take 
caire  of  M  aleres  of  pork  is  quite  a  hardship. 
So  where  they  are  not  going  to  put  on  addi- 
tional men,  I  should  think  it  would  be  quite 
an  ec'omoimiy  to  put  a  couple  of  welfare  re- 
cipients to  work  to  assist  the  groundkeepers 
to  take  care  of  the  .children  aind  cutting  the 
grass  o.n  the  edges  for  the  ball  parks  as 
they  did    in  the   past. 

Passed    under   suspension    of    the    rule. 


MATRON    FOR   MARY    DRAPER    PLAY- 
GROUND    AND     BILLINGS    FIELD. 

Coun.    LYONS   offered    the   following: 
Ordered,   That   the   Park    Commission   be   re- 
quested,   through    his     Honor    the    Mayor,     to 
assign    a    matron    to    the    Mary    Draper    Play- 
ground  and    BiUI'mgs    Field,   Ward   20. 
Passed    under   suspension    oif    the    rule. 


-BUS  SERVICE  FROM  HYDE  SQUARE 
AND  BRIGHAJM  CIRCLE  TO  SOUTH 
BOSTON   BEACHES. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following :- 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  inaugurate  a 
bus  service  to  the  South  Boston  beaches  from 
Hyde  square  and  Brigham  circle  in  Ward  10, 
with    a    five-cent    fare    privilege. 

Passed    under   suspension    of    the    rule. 


ACTION   ON   UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Coun.  COFFEY  called  up  No.  1  on  the 
calendar,    viz. : 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  June  3,  1940,  of  Leo  J.  Glennon  to  be 
a  Constable  authorized  to  serve  oivil  process 
upon   filing   bond. 

Question  came  on  taking  No.  1  off  the 
calendar   and    motion    was   lost. 

Coun.   COFFEY— I   doubt  the  vote. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  would  like  to  know 
what  the   question    is  ? 

President  GALVIN — The  question  is  on  tak- 
ing  up    No.    1   on    the   calendar. 

Coun.  TAYLOR^I  would  like  to  say  at  this 
time  I  am  opposed  to  No.  1  being  taken  off 
the  calendar.      This    man    lives   in   my   dl'strict. 

President  GALVIN — The  question  is  up  for 
roll   call. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to   ask    the   gentleman    a    question. 

President  GALVlN — The  Chair  hears  no  ob- 
jection. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  would  like  to  know  why 
the  gentleman  objects  to  this  man  being  given 
an   opportunity  to  make  a   living. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — I  will  say  this,  since  this 
gentleman   asked   for   it.     In  the   first   place,    I 
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do  not  -think  the  man  is  qualified.  In  the 
second  place,  the  man  is  i>n  the  real  estate 
business  in  Roxbury  and  makes  a  very  good 
living  and  he  desires  this  particular  appoint- 
ment here  so  it  wi.ll  save  him  expense  when 
ihe  ejects  poor  people  who  are  not  paying  thedr 
rant  on  time  and  rather  than  have  a  man 
of  his  character — and  I  know  hiirn  very  well — 
being  able  to  inflict  upon  the  poor  people 
any  more  unfortunate  occurrences,  I  object  to 
his    appointment. 

Couni.  COFFEY — I  will  say  that  I  do  not 
know  thlis'  man.  I  have  never  met  him  in  my 
life,  but  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  says  he 
is  not  qualified  to  be  a  constable.  Then  he 
goes  on  to  admit  that  the  gentleman  is  in  the 
real  estate  business  and  that  fact  alone  proves 
that  'he  needs  this  appointment  so  that  he 
can  go  out  and  earn  a  living  instead  of  hav- 
ing to  hire  some  outside  constable  to  serve 
processes.  So  far  as  putting  poor  people  out, 
I  doubt  that  very  much.  1  doubt  very  much  if 
there  is  any  consibaMe  t  -lay  putting  any 
people  out,  and  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  I  think 
this  is  the  only  niame  that  has  come  in  this 
year  that  has  been  objected  to,  and  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  an- 
ouher  ques'tilon,  through  the  Chair,  if  this  man 
was  not  his  opponent  in  same  previous  con- 
I 

Covin.  TAYLOR — I  refuse  to  dignify  the 
mi"    t.ion    by    an    answer. 

Coun.  FISH — I  have  the  highest  regard  for 
the  coiuneil'O'i-  from  Ward  12  when  he  w  ill 
openly  stand  in  public  assembly  even  at  the 
expense  Of  possibly  making  an  enemy  in  his 
district  and  tell  the  people  of  Boston  that  he 
ibj   ets    to    a    man    being    apin  -table 

and  stating  his  reasons.  I  may  say  I  think 
OciunlcilOir  Taylor  should  know  the  man  better 
than   any  other   c  m  Ln    Boston   and   when 

he  states  the  reason,   knowing  him  as   he  does, 
that  this   man   merely  want;    bo   mall 
for    himself   to   eject    poor    pieoiple,    I    can    only 
uj      this:        "('  Ions,     Mr.     Councilor 

Taylor." 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  still  doubt  very  much 
Mi  at  this  man  put  anybody  out,  and  the 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  did  not  answer 
my  question  that  this  man  has  been  his  op- 
ponent in  the  past,  it  wouldn't  surprise  me  a 
i  lie  will  he  his  opponent  in  the  future. 
When  you  vote,  please  remember  the  fact  that 
this     happens    to    be    this    man's    livelihood. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Now  that  No.  1  on  the 
calendar  has  been  opened  up  to  argument, 
let  me  perhaps  suggest  to  the  members  <>f  th  s 
Body  that  I  have  always  understood  it  to  be 
courteous  to  act  in  accordance  with  the  v. 
of  the  councilor  with  respect  to  some  appoint- 
ment emanatinig  from  hits  ward.  I  do  not 
know  the  man  r<  fori-.  -I  bo  in  this  order.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  of  any  particular  importance. 
I  feel  that  out  of  courtesy,  common  courtesy 
to  a  brother  councilor,  we  ought  to  go  along 
with   Councilor   Taylor. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  if  I  may  answer 
the  councilor  from  Ward  1,  when  he  makes 
the  assertion  that  Councilor  Taylor  stands  in 
the  way  of  a  man  making  a  living,  I  think 
we  have  all  known  Councilor  Taylor  well 
enough  to  say  now  that  if  he  thought  for 
one  moment  that  this  was  interfering  with 
a  man's  livelihood,  he  would  be  the  first  one 
to  stand  up  and  approve  this  man's  appoint- 
ment. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— I  might  further  add  that 
this  man  does  not  meed  it  for  a  living.  I 
know  that  definitely,  but  I  will  add,  as  I  have 
stated  to  others,  that  this  man  can  get  his 
appointment  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  provid- 
ing he  apologizes  for  certain  remarks  that 
were  made  similar  to  the  remarks  made  by 
my    brother    colleague. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  I  still  say 
it  is  the  man's  living,  according  to  the  state- 
ment here  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12. 
He  said  that  this  man  is  in  the  real  estate 
business  and  everybody  knows  that  if  he  was 
a  constable  he  could  save  the  hiring  of  an 
outside  constable  to  serve  processes  which 
he  has  to  serve,  and  I  still  say  I  think  re- 
gardless of  that  most  ridiculous  ruling  that 
we   should   go   along    with   any   councilor    who 


wants  to  keep  a  man  from  getting  a  job  or 
an  appointment,  I  think  that  ruling  ought 
to  be  done  away  with  once  and  for  all. 
The  fact  this  man  is  coming  up  for  an  ap- 
pointment, and  there  were  two  appointments 
on  the  calendar  that  day  and  nobody  objected 
to  the  other  two  but  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12,  and  he  still  has  not  answered  my  question, 
and  he  might  well  have  said  something  about 
the  councilor.  I  believe  it,  honestly,  he  might 
have  said  something  about  the  councilor  in 
the  campaign,  and  is  he  supposed  to  come  in 
and  apologize  for  a  remark  he  made  that 
happened  years  ago,  and  if  he  doesn't  do  it, 
then  he  is  going  to  be  stopped  from  having 
an  opportunity  of  making  a  living  and  nothing 
else. 

President  GALVIN— The  clerk  will  call  the 
roll. 

The   motion   was   lost,   yeas    1,   nays    14: 

Yeas — Coun.     Coffey— 1. 

Na>s — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Englert,  Fish, 
Galvin,  Gottlieb,  Hurley,  Hutchinson,  Langan, 
Linehan,  Lyons,  Russo,  Scannell,  D.  F.  Sulli- 
van— 14. 


STRIKING  REMARKS  FROM  THE  RECORD. 

Coun.    CHASE    offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Council's  official 
stenographer  cause  to  be  stricken  from  the 
d  all  of  the  remarks  pertaining  to  person- 
alities  made   in   the   Council   meeting   today. 

Coun.  CHASE — On  more  than  one  occa- 
sion this  year  more  than  one  councilor  has 
a_d  in  personalities  which  is  in  direct 
violation  of  the  Council's  rules.  I  personally, 
Mr.  President,  on  more  than  one  occasion 
have  been  the  butt  of  personalities  flung  by 
different  councilors  toward  me.  No  one  came 
to  my  defense,  Mr.  President,  even  though 
it  was  a  direct  violation  of  the  rules,  and  so, 
Mr.  President,  I  have  gone  to  the  trouble  to 
introduce  this  order  requesting  that  the  official 
stenographer  strike  from  the  record  all  re- 
marks today  pertaining  to  personalities,  simply 
because  it  is  unfair  and  unwarranted  and  has 
nothing  to  do  with  any  issues  which  are 
in  debate  and  they  are  ungentlemanly.  Mr. 
President,  I  sincerely  hope  that  in  the  future 
the  City  Council,  the  whole  Body,  will  stand 
as  a  unit  when  any  one  of  us  who  dares 
to  unfairly  eject  into  any  argument  any 
personalities  which  are  unfair  to  any  members 
of   tiiis   Body. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  well,  it 
would  come  from  the  gentleman  in  the  Back 
Bay  and  nobody  else,  and  naturally  he  would 
introduce  it  because  he  knows  in  the  next 
eighteen  months  he  will  take  the  same  abuse 
and  the  same  vilification  he  has  taken  for 
the  past  six  months.  This  same  man  made 
the  statement  that  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil were  yellow  and  afraid  when  he  himself 
had  an  order  in  here  asking  for  an  investiga- 
tion of  Beano.  Now  he  gets  up  and  talks 
about  anybody  vilifying  and  introduces  an  order 
to  strike  out  personalities  when  that  man 
went  into  personalities  probably  fifteen  or 
eighteen  times  on  the  floor  of  this  Council, 
and   now   he   is    doing   an   about-face. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  am  rather 
amused  by  the  remarks  from  the  gentleman 
from  East  Boston.  One  of  the  easiest  things  to 
do  in  public  life  is  to  get  up  and  talk  at 
random,  take  a  whack  at  everything  and  try 
to  have  the  public  believe  that  the  speaker 
is  the  only  one  who  is  right.  Well,  now, 
Mr.  President,  it  may  be  all  very  well  to  do 
that,    but    why    do    it    in    an    unfair    way' 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  on  a  point 
of  order.  The  gentleman  isn't  talking  on  the 
subject   matter. 

President  GALVIN— Will  the  gentleman 
kindly  confine  his  remarks  to  the  subject  be- 
fore   the    Council? 

Coun.  CHASE — The  gentleman  from  East 
Boston  says  that  I  myself  have  violated  the 
rules. 

Coun.  COFFEY— He  is  still  not  talking  on 
the   subject    matter. 

Coun.  CHASE— I  am  talking  on  the  sub- 
ject  matter.     I   am   answering   the   gentleman 
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fram  East  Boston, — the  contentions  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  East  Boston,  and  I  am 
answering    those    contentions. 

President  GALVIN — Relating  to  person- 
alities ? 

Coun.  CHASE — The  gentleman  from  East 
Boston  said  the  councilor  from  Ward  4  has 
at  times  indulged  in  personalities,  and  I  am 
answering    those    remarks    he    has    made. 

President     GALVIN — You     may    proceed. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  believe,  Mr.  President, 
that    a    man    is    entitled 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  on  a  point 
of    order. 

President  GALVIN — State  your  point. 

COun.  COFFEY — The  gentleman  still  is  not 
talking  on  the  subject  matter. 

President  GALVIN — Will  the  gentleman 
state  where  he  is  not  talking  on  (the  subject 
■matter  ? 

Coun.  COFFEY— Yes.  He  is  answering 
some  of  the  questions  I  was  lucky  enough  to 
get  away  with,  which  are  not  on  the  subject 
matter. 

President  GALVIN— They  aire  still  pertain- 
ing to  personalities,  and  I  allow  him  to  pro- 
ceed. 

COun.  CHASE — Any  remarks,  Mr.  President, 
that  I  have  made  in  the  past  were  not  in  the 
remotest  degree 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  if  the  man 
does  not  keep  on  the  subject  matter,  will  ydu 
rule   him    out    of   order? 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  the  subject 
matter  before  this  Body  has  to  do  with  personal 
remarks  made  this  afternoon  being  stricken 
from  the  record,  and  I  claim  a  personal  privi- 
lege to  reason  in  my  argument  and  which  if 
the  councilors  adopt  that  man's  statement  I 
am  not  entitled  to  make  as  a  matter  of  per- 
sonal privilege.  Now,  Mr.  President,  any  re- 
marks that  I  ever  have  made  in   this  Body 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  on  a  point 
"of  order.  I  ask  the  Chair  to  rule  the  gentle- 
man out  of  order. 

President  GALVIN — The  Chairman  rules  the 
gentleman  is  in  order  because  he  has  -  been 
accused  of  indulging  in  personalities  and  he  is 
entitled  ,to  answer.  His  order  requests  the 
City  Council  official  stenographer  to  strike 
from  the  record  all  of  the  remarks  pertaining 
to    personalities    made    in    the    Council    today. 

Coun.  COFFEY — On  a  point  of  order,  Mr. 
President.  Wasn't  that  order  introduced  be- 
fore   I   made   the   remarks? 

President  GALVIN — It  is  still  to  be  acted 
upon   by   the   Body. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  any  remarks 
I  have  made  in  the  past  were  never  in  the 
remotest  degree  unfair  and  as  undignified  and 
mean  as  the  remarks  that  were  indulged  in 
here  today. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Will  the  gentleman  yield 
for   a   question  ? 

Coun.  CHASE — The  gentleman  from  Ward  4 
does   not   care  to  yield. 

President  GALVIN — The  gentleman  does 
not   care   to   yield. 

Coun.  CHASE — Now,  Mr.  President,  through 
innuendo  and  inference  we  all  know  what  that 
-  remark  made  here  today  meant.  It  meant 
many  things  which  were  un-American  and  I 
say,  Mr.  President,  that  we  as  duly  elected 
members  of  this  Boston  City  Council  should 
never   indulge    in   such    remarks   as    were  made 


here  today  and  I  sincerely  trust  this  Body  will 
as  a  unit  here  uphold  the  rules  from  now  on 
so  far  as  personialities  are  concerned.  I  can 
appreciate  that  every  member  of  this  Body 
While  in  heated  debate  may  indulge  in  per- 
sonalities, especially  in  reply  to  some  councilor 
'who  has  already  cast  personalities  at  another, 
but,  Mr.  President,  if  we  abide  by  the  rules 
land  enforce  the  rules,  this  Body  will  not 
stotop  to  engage  in  personalities  and  I  trust 
in  the  future  we  will  abide  by  the  rules  and 
I  trust  the  Council  will  pass  the  order. 

The    order    was    referred    to    Committee    on 
Rules. 


FILLING  POSITION  OF  SUPERIN- 
TENDENT OF  NURSES  WITH  BOSTON 
RESIDENT. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  and  LINEHAN  offered 
the    following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Boston  City  Hospital  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  fill  the  position  of  Super- 
intendent of  Nurses  at  the  City  Hospital, 
recently  vacated  by  Laura  Logan,  with  a 
Boston    resident. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  under- 
stand that  Miss.  Laura  Logan,  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Nurses  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
is  resigning  in  the  very  near  future.  Now, 
you  older  members  of  this  Council  know  of 
the  controversy  that  went  on  that  one  of  your 
colleagues  had  with  Miss  Laura  Logan,  whoan 
I  understand  comes  from  Chicago.  This  is 
the  time  to  ston  any  more  controversy,  Mr. 
President,  and  request  that  the  trustees  of  the 
Boston  City  Hospital  and  the  Mayor  of  Bositon 
put  in  a  Boston  resident  as  Superintendent  Of 
'Nurses    at   that    hospital. 

Passed    under   suspension   of   the    rule. 

Coun.  FISH — I  would  like  to  amend  that 
order,  not  particularly  to  discharge  her  im- 
mediate assistants,  who  have  come  from  all 
sections  of  the  country,  but  in  the  future  if 
they  have  occasion  to  appoint  assistants  to 
the  new  Superintendent  of  Nurses,  I  hope  that 
they   will    also    appoint    Boston    residents. 

President  GALVIN— The  Chair  will  rule  that 
-is   a   subject   foir   another    order. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — If  there  is  an  assistant 
to  Miss  Logan  and  she  is  a  Boston  resident, 
then   I   hope  she  will   get  that  job. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

President  GALVIN— Councilor  D.  F.  SUL- 
LIVAN moves  that  when  we  adjourn  we  ad- 
journ   to   meet   on    August    5. 

The  motion  was  carried.  Coun.  COFFEY 
Jtoubted   the    Vote   and    asked    for   a    roll    call. 

On  roll  call  the  motion  to  adjourn  to 
August    5    was    carried,    yeas    11,    nays    5: 

Yeas — Coun.  Englert,  Fish,  Galvin,  Hurley. 
Hutchinson,  Langan,  Lyons,  Scanmell,  D.  F. 
Sullivan,     M.     H.     Sullivan,     Taylor— <11.- 

Nays — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Coffey,  Linehan, 
Russo — 5. 


-    Adjourned    at   5   p.    m.    to -meet   on   Monday, 
August    5,    1910,    at    2    p.   in. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 


Proceedings  ol  City  Council. 


Monday,  August  5,  1940. 

Regular  meeting-  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  p.  m. 
President  GALVIN  in  the  chair.  Absent, 
Coun.     Shattuck. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to 
the  Flag. 


JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  dx^awn  under  the  law,  Coun. 
TAYLOR  presiding  at  the  jury  box  in  the 
absence  of  the  Mayor,  as  follows : 

Five  additional  grand  jurors,  Superior  Crim- 
inal Court,  to  appear  September  3,  1940 : 

Harry  G.  Chadboumie,  Ward  4 ;  Paul  G. 
Gorman,  Ward  6 ;  George  L.  Hoar,  Ward  1,0 ; 
Charles  A.  DeMerritt,  Ward  17;  Wilted  J. 
Lehman,    Ward   22. 

Sixty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Crim- 
inal Court,  to  appear  September  9,  1940 : 

Lawrence  Cataldo,  Ward  1 ;  Timothy  J. 
Driscoll,  Ward  1 ;  Walter  F.  Lammers,  Ward 
1 ;  Abraham  Mortimer,  Ward  1 ;  Rocco  Rig- 
gillo.  Ward  1 ;  William  J.  Unsworth,  Ward  1 ; 
James  P.  Wilson,  Ward  1 :  Frederick  J.  De- 
Minico,  Ward  3  ;  Roswell  Permesino,  Ward  3  ; 
.  Hugh  Cairns,  Jr.,  Ward  4 ;  Charles  M.  Foggie, 
Ward  4 :  Hugh  J.  McGrail,  Ward  4 ;  Frank- 
lyn  G.  McManus,  Ward  4 ;  William  M.  Miller, 
Ward  4;  Benjamin  A.  Goodale,  Ward  5;  Wil- 
liam H.  Goodwin,  Ward  5 ;  Leslie  Hastings, 
Ward  5 ;  Robert  E.  MacWilliam.  Ward  6 ; 
John  Martin,  Ward  5 ;  William  F.  Richard- 
son, Ward  5 ;  Stephen  Connolly,  Ward  6 ; 
Patrick  F.  Coyne,  Ward  6 ;  John  J.  Donahue, 
Ward  6 :  Frederick  S.  Ellis,  Ward  6 :  George 
R.  Piper.  Ward  6 :  Andrew  A.  Aicardi,  Ward 
7 ;  George  W.  Noon,  Ward  7  ;  George  R.  Bug- 
ley,  Ward  8 ;  Joseph  M.  Coyle,  Ward  8 ;  Harry 
Charles  Grant,  Ward  8 :  James  Healv,  Ward 
8 ;  Axel  F.  Johansson,  Ward  8 :  William  J. 
McDonough,  Ward  8 ;  John  Proctor,  Ward  8 ; 
Percy  Alfred  Blum,  Ward  9 :  William  J.  Ma- 
honey,  Ward  9  ;  Anthony  H.  VanAuken,  Ward 
9  ;  George  Barbour,  Ward  10  ;  Joseph  B.  Cor- 
bett,  Ward  10 :  Thomas  Greely,  Ward  10 ; 
James  G.  Milligan,  Ward  10  ;  Edward  Paulick, 
Ward  10:  Charles  H.  Babb,  Ward  11;  Paul 
M.  Burke,  Ward  11:  William  F.  Clark,  Ward 
12 ;  Walter  J.  Dayton,  Ward  15 ;  Daniel  J. 
Haley,  Ward  15;  Charles  A.  Kelley,  Ward  15; 
Neil  A.  MacDonald,  Jr.,  Ward  16 ;  John  F. 
McDonald,  Ward  16 :  James  W.  Waterson, 
Ward  16:  John  B.  Cadigan.  Ward  17; 
Charles  H.  Collins,  Ward  17  ;  Edward  P.  Shea, 
Ward  17 ;  Harold  B.  Dunn,  Ward  18 ;  James 
F.  MeEntee,  Ward  18 ;  Arthur  S.  Perreault, 
Ward  18 ;  Joseph  Magee,  Ward  19 ;  William 
J.  Schemack,  Ward  19 ;  Howard  M.  Ter- 
hune,  Ward  19 ;  John  J.  Bohling,  Jr.,  Ward 
20:  William  J.  Cairns.  Ward  20;  Frank  E. 
Karcher,  Ward  20 ;  Benjamin  Beeman,  Ward 
21 ;  John  Farley,  Ward  21 :  Joseph  H. 
Montague,   Ward  21. 

Ninety-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  July  Sitting,  to  appear  September  9, 
1940: 

John  E.  Anderson,  Ward  1  ;  Joseph  Bag- 
nera,  Ward  1 ;  Ralph  H.  Carr,  Ward  1 ;  Peter 
Costa,  Ward  1 ;  John  J.  Goggin,  Ward  1 ;  Frank 
Iovanna,  Ward  1 ;  Carl  Kruse,  Ward  1 ;  Joseph 
Repucce,  Ward  1  :  Herbert  J.  Swimm,  Ward 
1 ;  Forest  S.  Meade.  Ward  2 :  Richard  H. 
Sullivan,  Ward  2 ;  William  Evlan,  Ward  3 ; 
Jacob  Goldberg.  Ward  3  ;  Aaron  Lipson,  Ward 
3 ;  William  F.  Riley,  Ward  3 :  Benjamin 
Schneider,    Ward    3 ;    Max    Shapiro,    Ward    3 ; 


Liborio  Squatrito,  Ward  3 ;  Charles  Zbeeb, 
Ward  3 ;  Joseph  T.  Cronin,  Ward  4  ;  Thomas 
J.  Curley.  Ward  4 :  Henry  S.  Day.  Ward  4 : 
George  A.  Freeman,  Ward  4  ;  Daniel  J.  McNeil, 
Ward  4 ;  Alfred  J.  Newcomib,  Ward  4 ;  Bar- 
1  holomew  F.  Costello,  Ward  5 ;  Charles  E. 
Emery,  Ward  5  ;  Henry  R.  Linehan,  Ward  5  ; 
Maurice  H.  Meyers,  Ward  5 ;  George  Ralph 
Osborne.  Ward  5 :  Robert  I.  Rubin,  Ward  6 : 
Standish  Van  Voorhis,  Ward  5 ;  Joseph  A. 
Cnowley,  Ward  6  :  Patrick  J.  Kane,  Ward  6 ; 
Francis  L.  Kiley,  Ward  6 ;  Frank  I.  Murphy, 
Ward  6 :  Herbert  J.  Lane,  Ward  7 ;  William 
Laubens'tein,  Ward  7;  Joseph  V.  Quirk, 
Ward  7  ;  Charles  Sharkey,  Ward  7 ;  Theodore 
M.  Fernald,  Ward  8  :  John  F.  Hayes,  Ward  8  ; 
Anthony  T.  Mansur,  Ward  8 ;  Thomas  J.  Mulli- 
gan, Ward  8;  Arthur  P.  Sullivan,  Ward  8; 
Arthur  N.  Johnson,  Ward  9 ;  Edward  Maloney, 
Ward  9 ;  E.  Herbert  Bamberry,  Ward  10 ; 
George  A.  Welchlin,  Jr.,  Ward  10 ;  Charles 
J.  Ahlgren,  Ward  11 ;  Joseph  Goode,  Ward 
11 ;  James  F.  Hooley,  Ward  11 ;  John  A.  Miller, 
Ward  11;  Harold  L.  Adelman,  Ward  14;  Paul 
Badgers,  Ward  14 ;  Abraham  Casper,  Ward 
14;  Stanley  O.  Fryhon,  Ward  14;  Samuel  U. 
Gertlin,  Ward  114 ;  Samuel  S.  Goldman,  Ward 
14 ;  Abraham  D.  Levins,  Ward  14 ;  Harry 
Rodman,  Ward  14 ;  Alexander  Rosenberg, 
Ward  14  ;  Harry  Smith,  Ward  14  ;  J.  B.  Ernest 
Hampe,^  Ward  15 ;  Oarl  H.  Morgan,  Ward  15 ; 
Edward  Poole,  Ward  15 ;  Joseph  R.  Lawler, 
Ward  16 ;  Osborne  A.  McMorrow,  Ward  16 ; 
David  T.  Moran,  Ward  16;  William  H.  Jen- 
kins, Ward  17;  James  D.  Otis,  Ward  17: 
Jeremiah  Sullivan,  Ward  17  ;  John  J.  Coughlin, 
Ward  18 ;  Albert  E.  Donehy,  Ward  18 ;  James 
M.  Fiitzpatrick,  Jr.,  Ward  18 ;  Edward  J. 
Leclair,  Ward  18 ;  Arthur  F.  Rush,  Ward  18; 
Arthur  W.  Stanley,  Ward  18 ;  James  D. 
Casey,  Ward  20 ;  Patrick  Connolly,  Ward  20 ; 
John  J.  Glennon,  Ward  20 ;  James  F.  Bam- 
berger, Ward  20 ;  Frederick  F.  Lyons,  Ward 
20;  Patrick  John  Sullivan,  Ward  20;  Hugh  F. 
McAdam,  Ward  21 ;  Russell  J.  McCarthy, 
Ward  21;  Carl  S.  Carlson,  Ward  22;  Stephen 
P.  Melia,  Ward  22 ;  Fred  J.  Morin,  Ward  22  ; 
George  Ross,  Ward  22 ;  Arthur  J.  Sullivan, 
Ward     22. 


APPOINTMENT  BY  THE  MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  o'f  the  Mayor,  August  5,   1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 'Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
Honorable    Body,    I    hereby    appoint    the    fol- 
lowing-named   person    as    a    constable    of    the 
City  of  Boston  for   the  tenm  oif   one  year,  he- 
ginning  with   the  first  day  of  May,  1940,  with- 
out power   to  serve  civil  process   and  to  serve 
^without    bond,    vice    Charles    Boyce,    deceased : 
Kane  Simon  ian,  333  Meridian  street,  Ward  1. 
Respectfully, 
Maurich  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 
Laid  over  one  week  under  the  law. 


SALE   OF   LAND,   MAVERICK   STREET. 
The    BoUoiwdnB    was    received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  23.   191(1. 
'1'n   the   Honorable  the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — 4     submit     herewith     an     «>nl.  r 

to  John  J.  Previte^and  Grazia  Previte 

of  East  Boston  a  captain  parcel  of  land  com- 
prising two  hundred  and  sixteen  (2il6)  square 
feet  which  is  contiguous  to  a  parcel  of  land 
now  owned  by  the  said  1'rovito-.  and  situated 
on  the  northeasterly  side  of  Maverick  street, 
East    Boston. 

The  Public  Welfare  Department  informs  me 
thai    this    parcel   of   land    is    no   longer   needed 
iii]:.-  pvurpo 
The  assessed   value  of  this  parcel  of  land   is 
$1.00    per    square    foot. 

►urn  to  allow  the  said 

John     J.     Previte    and     Grazia     Previte    to    en- 
large   their    home    and    store    in    the    premises 
bared     111-150    Maverick    street. 
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John  J.  Previte  and  Grazia  Previte  have 
offered  to  the  City  of  Boston  the  sum  of  $250 
as  the  purchase  prifee  of  this  (parcel  of  land. 
This  purchase  price  offer  is  in  excess  of  the 
assessed    valuation. 

I  am  off  the  opinion  that  a  sale  of  this 
parcel  of  land  at  the  price  of  $250  should  be 
made  to  John  J.  Previte  and  Grazia  Previte 
without  public  auction. 

I  recommend  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order   by   your    Honorable    Body. 

Respectfully, 
(Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  is  the  owner  of 
a  certain  parcel  of  land  situated  on  the  north- 
easterly side  of  Maverick  street  in  the  Bast 
Boston  district  of  the  City  of  Boston,  contain- 
ing two  hundred  and  sixteen  (216)  square  feet, 
and  now  'in  the  control  of  the  Public  Welfare 
Department ;  and 

Whereas,  John  J.  Previte  and  Grazia  Previte, 
husband  and1  wife,  are  the  owners  as  tenants 
by  the  entirety  of  an  estate  situated  on  the 
northeasterly  side  of  said  Maverick  street  and 
adjoining  the  said  premises  owned  by  the  City 
elf  Boston,  and  are  desirous  of  obtaining  the 
ownership  of  the  said  two  hundred  and  sixteen 
(216)    square  feet   of   land;    and 

Whereas,  The  said  two  hundred  and  sixteen 
(216)  square  feet  of  land  are  no  longer  needed 
for  public  purposes ;  now,  therefore,  it  is 
hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  convey  to  the  said 
John  J.  Previte  and  Grazia  Previte  by  an  in- 
strument in  writing  satisfactory  in  form  to 
the  Latw  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston 
and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
fifty  (250)  dollars  to  be  paid  to  the  City  of 
Boston  and  on  the  express  condition  that  the 
said  grantees'  at  the  expense  of  said  grantees 
replace  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Welfare  the  iron  fence  and  grano- 
lithic sidewalk  now  existing  on  the  said 
premises',  ail  the  City  oif  Boston's  right,  title 
and  interest  in  and  to  said  tiwo  hundred  and 
sixteen  square  feet  of  land  bounded  and  de- 
scribed  as    follows  : 

Northwesterly  by  land  of  John  J.  Previte 
and  Grazia  Previte,  forty-three  and  68-100 
(43.68)  feet;  northeasterly  by  land  of  the 
City  of  Boston:  five  ( 5 )  feet ;  southeasterly  by 
other  land  of  the  City  of  Boston,  forty-two  and 
78-1100  (42/7'8)  feet:  southwesterly  by  the 
northeasterly  line  of  Maverick  street,  five  and 
8-1100  (5.0'8)  feet,  containing  two  hundred  six- 
teen square   feet  of   land,   more  or   less. 

(Referred   to   Comimittee   on    Public   Lands. 


LICENSING    OF   DRIVING   SCHOOLS. 
The  following  was   received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  5,   1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Police  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  July  1,  1940,  concerning  the  establishing 
proper  regulations  and  require  a  license  for 
the  operation  of  automobile  driving  schools. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Police  Department,  July  29,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  your  memo- 
randum dated  July  1,  H940,  relative  to  order 
of  the  City   Council,   to  wit: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner,  in 
cooperation  with  the  Registrar  of  Motor  Ve- 
hicles, be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  establish  proper  regulations  and 
require  a  license  for  the  operation  of  auto- 
mobile diriving  schools," 

I  have  given  this  matter  considerable  thought. 
and  it  occurs  to  me  that  it  might  be  advisable 
to    have   the    Board    of    Street    Commissioners 


designate  certain  streets  to  be  set  aside  for 
use  in  connection  with  the  instruction  of 
student  automobile   drivers. 

At  the  present  time  it  is  permissible  for 
student  auittomobile  drivers  to  use  any  and  all 
streets  in  the  city.  This  practice,  in  such  an 
unlimited  area,  is  a  source  of  potential  danger, 
and  I  believe  it  should  be  subjected  to  some 
regulatory  measures.  I  think  it  would  be  well 
if  the  practice  followed  in  designating  coast- 
ing streets  in  the  winter  were  adopted  in  the 
matter  of  controlling  those  preparing  to  re- 
ceive  new    automobile   licenses. 

Regarding  that  portion  of  the  City  Council 
order  dealing  with  the  suggestion  thait  the 
Police  Commissioner,  in  cooperation  with  the 
Registrar  of  Motor  Vehicles,  establish  proper 
regulations  and  license  requirements  for  auto- 
mobile driving  schools,  I  recommend  that  this 
matter  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Corporation  Counsel  for  the  City  of  Boston 
for    his    consideration. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Joseph   F.   Timilty, 
Police   Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSTRUCTION    OF    SIDEWALKS    ON 
WinTFORD  STREET. 

The  following  was   received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  5,   1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  June  3,  1940,  concerning  the 
construction  of  sidewalks  on  Whitford  street. 
Ward  18,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construc- 
tion. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

July  23,    1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,     Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From  George  G.   Hyland,   Commissioner,  Public 

Works    Department. 
Subject :    Sidewalks   on   Whitford   Street. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  construct 
sidewalks  on  Whitford  street,  Ward  IS,  under 
the  W.   P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Please  be  advised  that  the  installation  of 
bituminous  concrete  sidewalks  on  this  street 
is  under  consideration  for  submission  for  ap- 
proval  on    a    W.    P.    A.    project. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


OPENING   YARD   OF   TIMILTY  SCHOOL. 
The   following   was    received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  5,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  School  Committee  Secretary  relative  to 
your  order  of  July  1,  1940,  concerning  the 
opening  up  the  yard  of  the  James  P.  Timilty 
School  and  to  erect  seats  there  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  people  of  that  district. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
School  Committee,  July  23,   1940. 
Hon.   Maurice   J.    Tobin, 
Mayor  of   Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — At  a  meeting  of  the  City  Council, 
July   1,    1940,   an   order   was  passed   requesting 
the  School   Committee,   through  your  Honor,  to 
open    up    the    yard    of    the    James    P.    Timilty 
School   and   to   erect   seats    there   for   the   con- 
venience of  the  people  of  that  district. 

The  School  Committee  finds  that  this  yard 
has  never  been  operated  as  a  playground  be- 
cause of  the  proximity  of  the  play  area  across 
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the  street  in  the  'Norfolk  House.  It  has  been 
felt  that  this  playground  meets  the  require- 
ments off  the  people  of  that  neighborhood. 

Furthermore,  the  department  has  no  furni- 
ture  which  iwould1  be  suitable  for   yard   use. 

All  things  considered,  it  seems  to  the  School 
Committee  inadvisable  to  comply  with  the  sug- 
gestion  of  the   City  'Council. 

Very    truly    yours, 
Ellen  'M.  Cronin,    Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPAIRING   BENCHES    AT    BLACKSTONE 
PARK. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  off  Boston, 
Office  off  the  Mayor,  August  5,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  froin 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to 
your  order  of  July  22,  1940,  concerning  the 
making  off  needed  repairs  to  the  benches  oin 
both  sides  of  BJaCkstone  Park,  Wards  8  and  9. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department  August  2,  1940. 
Willliiaim    T.   Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,   Mayor's    Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  July 
311,  with  iinlcliosure,  order  from  the  City  Council 
that  the  Park  Department  make  needed  repairs 
to  the  benches   at  Blackstone  Park. 

Please  be  informed  that  the  small  carpenter  - 
inlg  force  off  the  department  is  now  trying  to 
place  benches  all  over  the  city  that  are  more 
or  less  destroyed  by  vandals,  in  repair,  and  the 
force  ■will  get  to  Blackstone  Park  within  a 
short    time. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


PLACING   OF   WELFARE    WORKERS    AS 

ASSISTANTS  IN  PLAYGROUNDS. 

The  following  was   received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  off  the  Mayor,  August  5,   1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to 
your  order  of  July  22,  1940,  concerning  the 
placing  a  few  welfare  workers  in  each  play- 
ground to  assist  the  groundkeeper. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  off  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  2,  1940. 
William   T.  Doyle, 

Chief   Clerk,   Mayor's    Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  July 
31,  with  incllosure,  order  from  the  City  Council 
that  a  few  welfare  workers  be  placed   in  each 
playground  to    assist  the   groundkeeper. 

Please   be  informed,   if   the   welfare   workers 
are  made  available,  I  will  be  only  too  pleased 
to   comply   with   the   request.      At   the   present 
time  I  am  unable  to  obtain  the  necessary  num- 
ber off  welfare  help  to  take  care  of  the  beaches.. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


QUOITS   FOR   ROBERTS    FIELD    PLAY- 
GROUND. 

The  (following   was    received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  off  the  Mayor,  August  5,   1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to 
your  order  of  July  22,  1940,  concerning  the 
supplying  of  quoits  to  Roberts  Field  Play- 
ground  in  Ward  17,  Dorchester. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  2,  1940. 
WlHiam    T.   Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  off  July 
'31,  with  inclosaire,  order  from  the  City  Council 
requesting  the  department  to  supply  quoits   at 
'Roberts  Field. 

Please  be  informed  that  quoits  aire  available 
at    Roberts    Field,   by   asking    the    physical    in- 
structor  in    charge  Of  activities   for   same. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


CONSTRUCTION   OF  TENNIS  COURTS  AT 
COLUMBUS  PARK. 

The  following  was   received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  5,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to 
your  order  off  July  22,  1940,  concerning  the 
construction  of  a  permanent  black  surface,  with 
white  lines1,  on  the  tennis  courts  at  Colum- 
bus Park,  Ward  7,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  off  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  2,  1940. 
William   T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  July 
22,  with  intelosure,  order  from  the  City  Council 
that  a  permanent  black  top  surface  be  placed 
on  the  tennis  courts  at  Columbus  Park,  South 
Boston. 

Please  be  assured  this  will  receive  my  at- 
tention. A  project  is  now  on  its  way  for  this 
purpose,  at  the  request  of  the  Councilor  off 
the    district. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  oh  file. 


TRAFFIC    LIGHTS    AT   MORAINE    STREET 
AND   SOUTH   HUNTINGTON   AVENUE. 
The  following   was   received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  5,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
off  June  10,  1940,  concerning  the  installation 
of  automatic  traffic  signal  lights  at  the  junc- 
tion off  Moraine  street  and  South  Huntington 
avenue,  Ward  19. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic    Commission,   June  25,  1940. 
Hon.   Maurice   J.   Tobin, 

Mayor  of    Boi^ton. 
Dear   Mr.   Mayor, — This  Will   acknowledge   re- 
ceipt   of    Council    order    dated    June    10,    1940, 
which  reads  as  follows : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  automatic  traffic  signal  lights  at  the 
junction  of  Moraine  street  and  South  Hunting- 
ton   avenue,    Ward    19." 

At    the  present   time   this   commission    main- 
tains   flashing     lights    at    the    intersection    off 
Boylston    street,    Centre   street.    Moraine   street 
and     South     Huntington     avenue.       To     install 
traffic    signals    at   'this     intersection,    the    cost 
would   be  approximately   $1,800.     There  an-    no 
funds  available  for  such   an   installation. 
Respectfully    yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


LOAN    FOR   RELIEF    PROJECTS. 

The   following   was   received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  iWue  Mayor,    Ju]y   31,    1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  appropriations  in  the  budg- 
ets of  the  Fire  Department,  Park  Depart- 
ment and  Public  Works  Department,  Paving 
Service,  for  W.  P.  A.  projects  will  not  be 
sufficient  to  carry  on  the  projects  now  in 
operation.  The  Fire  Department  is  sponsoring 
several  projects,  the  most  important  of  which 
life  the  laying  of  underground  cable  by  the 
W.  P.  A.  at  a  tremendous  saving  to  the  citv 
The  Park  Department  sponsors  approximately 
sixty  projects  employing  an  average  of  5,000 
men,  anld  the  Paving  Service  employs  an 
average  of  2,500  men  on  a  very  extensive 
street  construction  program.  From  a  relief 
standpoint  it  is  necessary  that  these  projects 
be    continued. 

The  Survey  Committee  has  made  an  ex- 
tensive study  of  the  need  for  inventory  control 
in  city  departments,  and  it  is  their  conclusion 
that  sucih  control  is  desirable.  To  determine 
upon  the  practicaibiity  of  the  plan  it  is 
necessary  to  engage  competent  accountants 
or  industrial  engineers  to  report  in  detail  as 
to  costs  and  methods  to  be  pursued  and  to 
prepare  a  plan  for  a  W.  P.  A.  project  to  in- 
stall such  inventory  control  system  as  may.be 
derided  upon.  This  project  will  be  sponsored 
Iby  the  Supply  Department. 

The  additional  appropriations  necessary  are 
as   follows  : 

Fire     Department $10,000 

Park    Department 150,000 

Public      Works      Department,      Paving 

iServtic* 200,000 

Supply    Department 7,000 


$367,000 


Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  72  of  the 
Acts  of  1939  municipalities  are  authorized  to 
borrow  for  Federal  Emergency  Unemployment 
Relief  projects,  and  in  accordance  with  this 
authorization  I  submit  herewith  a  loan  order 
providing  for  the  borrowing  of  $367,000  for 
Relief  Projects,  and  recommend  adoption  by 
youn-  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
72  of  the  Acts  of  1939,  a  loan  in  the  sum  of 
$367,000,  outside  the  debt  limit,  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized,  and  that  the  City  Treasurer, 
upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  be  authorized  to 
issue  bonds  or  notes  therefor,  and  that  the  said 
sum  of  $367,000  be,  and  hereby  is,  ap- 
propriated, to  be  expended  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  chapter  72  of  the  Acts  of 
1939  for  the  following   purposes  : 

'Hire  Department. 
H.     Reln'ef    Projects „ $10,000 

Park   Department. 
H.     Relief    Projects 150. 000 

Public  Works  Department  Paving 
Service. 
H.     Relief    Projects 200.000 

Supply  Department. 
H.     Relief     Projects 7,000 


$367,000 


Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER   OF   H,   RELIEF   FUNDS. 
The  following   was   received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  19  10. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  order  to  initiate  W.  P.  A. 
activities  under  the  auspices  of  this  office.  I 
transmit   herewith    an   order    transferring    the 


um    of    $0,000    from    the    H.    Relief    Projects, 

i     in     the    PuWde     Welfare    Department    to 

tin-    II,    Relief    Projects,    item    in    the    Mayor's 

Office,     ami     respectfully     recommend    adoption 

by    your   Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
the  Acts   of  1883  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby   is.   authorized   to  transfer: 

From    the    appropriation    for    Public   Welfare 
Department.  Central  Office,   H.  Relief  Projects, 
100,    to    lie   appropriation    for   Mayor,    Office 
nses,  H,  Relief   Projects,   $9,000. 
Referred   to    Executive    Committee. 


TRANSFER     OF     FUNDS     TO     LAW     AND 
STREET     LAYING-OUT     DEPARTMENTS. 
The   following   was   received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  1,   1940. 
To   th  incil. 

Gentlemen, — The    budget    appropriations    for 
I  projects   in   the  budgets  of  the  Law  and 
aying-Out    Departments     will     not    be 
sufficient     to     continue    the    projects     now     in 
:ion.      I    am    forwarding    herewith    order 
transferring   the    necessary    sums   from    the   H, 
Relief    Projects,    item    in    the   Registry   Depart- 
ment budget  to  the  H,  Relief  Projects,  items  in 
the   Law   and   Street   Laying-Out   Departments, 
respectively,  and  recommend  adoption  by  your 
Honorable   Body. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

Ordered.  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Arts  of  1S93  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby   is.   authorized  to  transfer : 

From  the  appropriation  for  Registry  Depart- 
ment.    H,     Relief    Projects,    $550,     to    the    ap- 
propriation   for    Law    Department.    H.    P 
•  100  ;  Street  Laying-Out  Departn 
H.    Relief    Projects,    $150. 

Referred  to   Executive   Committee. 


TRANSFERS    WITHIN    DEPARTMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  following  was   received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  31,   1910. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  am  forwarding  requests  for 
transfers  within  departmental  appropriations 
in  the  following  departments  and  recommend 
adoption  of  the  accompanying  orders  by  your 
Honorable  Body:  Fire  Department,  Public 
Works  Department,   Water  Sen-ice. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

Ordered.  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
'-'61  of  the  Acta  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Fire    Department : 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $1,500:  C,  Equipment,  $2,000;  D, 
Supplies,  $500.  to  the  appropriation  for  E, 
Materials,  $4,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Public  Works  Department,   Water  Service: 

From  the  appropriation  for  E,  Materials, 
$1,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  C,  Equip- 
ment,    $1,000. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


AUGUST    5,    1940. 
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CLASSIFICATION    CHANGES. 
The   following   was  .received: 

City    of    Boston, 
Office    of   the   Mayor,    July    31,    1940. 
To   the   Oity   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  for  con- 
sideration by  your  Honorable  Body  the  at- 
tached proposal  by  the  Budget  Commissioner 
of  certain  changes  in  the  "Compensation  and 
Classification  Plans  for  the  ,  Officers  and 
Employees     of     Suffolk     County." 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin.  Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
Budget    Department,   July    31,    1940. 
To  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council. 

Honorable  clear  Sirs, — Rule  3,  "Classification 
of  New  Positions"  of  the  "Compensation  and 
Classification  Plans  for  the  Officers  and  Em- 
ployees of  Suffolk  County,"  provides  that, 
"Whenever  a  new  position  is  established  or 
the  duties  of  a  position  are  60  changed  that, 
in  effect,  the  whole  position,  as  described  in 
the  class  specifications  for  the  class  to  which 
it  was  originally  allocated,  no  longer  exists, 
Ibut,  in  its  place,  there  is  created  a  new  posi- 
tion of  a  different  class,  the  appointing 
authority  shall  forthwith  report  this  fact  to 
the  Budget  Commissioner  with  a  full  state- 
ment of  the  circumstances  and  a  description 
of   the   duties   as   changed." 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
rule  the  Penal  Institutions  Commissioner  has 
requested  that  the  position  of  Construction- 
and  Maintenance  Deputy  Master  be  established 
at  the  House  of  Correction.  After  investiga- 
tion of  the  actual  and  proposed  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  this  new  position,  I  pro- 
pose and  ireeormnnend  the  establishment  of  the 
(following  new  classification  : 
Title   of    Class: 

Construction        and        Maintenan.ce     -  Deputy 
Master. 
Duties : 

Under  direction,  to  supervise  the  construc- 
tion of  new  buildings  and  repair"  and 
maintenance  of  existing  buildings  at  the 
House  of  Correction :  .to  supervise  the 
carpenter  shop,  the  school  desk  repair  and 
refinishing  shop,  the  paint  shop  and  the 
garage ;  and  to  perform  other  related 
work. 
Range    of     Compensation : 

Annual,   $2,000 — $2,700 — $2,800. 
Respectfully, 
Francis  X.  Lang,   Budget  Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  the  ""Compensation  and  Clas- 
ifieation  Plans  for  the  Officers  and  Employees 
of  Suffolk  County,"  as  adopted  by  the  City 
Council  on  April  13,  1931,  and  approved  by 
'the  Mayor  on  April  15,  1931,  be.  and  the  same 
hereby  are,  amended  to  include  the  following 
new  position  : 
Title    of    Class: 

Construction        and        Maintenance       Deputy 
Master. 
Duties : 

Under  direction,  to  supervise  the  construc- 
tion of  new  buildings  and  repair  and 
maintenance  of  existing  buildings  at  the 
House  of  Correction ;  to  supervise  the 
carpenter  shop,  the  school  desk  repair  and 
refinishing  shop,  the  paint  shop,  and  the 
garage;  and  to  perform  other  related 
work. 
Range    of    Compensation: 

Annual,   $2,600— $2,700— $2,800. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  County  Ac I 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The    following    petitions    were    received     un.l 
referred    to    the   committees    named,    viz.: 

Claims. 
Samuel     Bernstein,     for     compensation      l^i 
damage   to  car   by    truck   of    Public   Works   De- 
partment. 


Rita  Boris,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  1774  Columbia  road.  South  Boston, 
caused    by    low    water    pressure. 

Boston  Putty  Works,  Inc.,  for  compensation 
for   damage  to  truck   by   citv   truck. 

The  Bradford  of  Boston,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  caused  by  broken  water 
pipe. 

Harry  W.  Chapman,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  automobile  caused  by  Bteel  strap- 
ping on   Charlestown   Bridge. 

Joseph  Horn,  to  be  reimbursed  for  accident 
which  occurred  while  in  performance  of  duty. 

Celia  H.  Davis,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  alleged  defect  on  Bedford 
street. 

Charles  H.  DeRusha,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  automobile  caused  by  alleged  failure 
of  locking  device  of  L  Street  Bridge. 

Frances  Esposito,  for  compensation  far 
damage  to  property  at  191  and  193  North 
street  and  1  Jasper  place,  caused  by  broken 
water   main. 

{Catherine  Gilmore,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  alleged  defect  of  manhole 
cover  on  Russett  road,  West  Roxbury. 

Patrick  E.  Gilmore,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  oar  caused  by  alleged  defect  of 
manhole  cover  on  Russett  road,  West  Rox- 
bury. 

Charles  F.  Guiney,  for  reimibunsement  for 
execution    issued   against   him. 

James  J.  Kelly,  for  reimbursement  for  ex- 
ecution   issued    against    him. 

S.  S.  Kresge  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  1492  Dorchester 
avenue,    caused   by   backing   up   of   sewage. 

W.  L.  Murray,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to    car    by    dump    cart. 

Ella  A.  Murphy,  for  compensation  for  iu- 
junies  caused  by  alleged  defect  on  sidewalk 
in   front   of    75   Dakota   street. 

Cornelius  J.  O'Leary,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  perform- 
ance   of    duty. 

John  Parsons,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to    car    by    city    truck. 

Helen  H.  Perry,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Margaret  B.  Scott,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  48  Montfern  avenue, 
Brighton,   caused  by  broken   water   pipe. 

Shaw  Photographic  Service,  Inc.,  for  com- 
pensation far  damage  to  property  at  138  Sum- 
mer street,  caused  by  alleged  negligent  main- 
tenance  of   water  meter.    ' 

LeRoy  C.  and  Dorris  N.  Skillin,  for  com- 
pensation  for  personal  injuries  and  damage 
to  automobile  by  city  truck. 

Frank   G.    Twiss,   for  compensation    for   dam- 
to    car    by    city    truck. 

U-Dryvit  Auto  Rental  Company,  Inc.,  for 
compensation  for  damage  to  truck  by  city 
truck. 

Harry  Yalmezian,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  engine  truck  of  Fire  De- 
partment. 

Licenses. 

Colonial-Beacon  Oil  Company,  for  driveway 
opening   at   Washington    street. 

John  Myles  O'Toole,  for  driveway  opening 
at  St.  Cecilia,  Scotia  and  Cambridge  streets. 

Roebuck  &  Co.,  for  driveway  opening 
1 :;  7  0     Boystom    street. 

Tiiwu  .  i.ii    Corporation,   for  drivewaj 

opening   at     WaHen    street:- 

Filling    Stations    Realty    Company,    tot    ilnic 
in  ii"   at    1005  Massachusetts  avenue. 

i  .ii  Elevated  Railway  Com- 
pany to  operate  motor  vehicles  l«tweeii 
Maverick  square  and  Boston  Airport. 


TAKINGS     LSY    EMINENT    DOMAIN. 

Notic.  ived    of    the    filing    with    the 

by    the    Housing    Authority 
for    taKi 

Placed  on   file. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


PAYMENT    OF    AID    TO    SOLDIERS    AND 
SAILORS. 

Coun.  ENGLERT,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recommend- 
ing passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the 
City  of  Boston  for  the  month  of  August, 
1940. 


OPPOSITION  TO  BUSINESS  HOUSES  RE- 
PLACING AMERICAN  CITIZENS  WITH 
REFUGEES. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Boston 
City  Council  are  unalterably  opposed  to  the 
methods  being  employed  by  certain  business 
houses  in  the  City  of  Boston  of  dismissing 
employees  who  are  either  American-born  or 
naturalized  citizens  and  replacing  them  with 
refugees  from  other  countries ;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  an  effort  be  made  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  to  obtain  some  united 
agreement  from  business  houses  in  the  city 
that  such  practice  be  stopped  immediately. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  I  am  nut 
attempting  here  to  dictate  to  business  houses 
'Who  they  shall  employ  and  who  they  shall  not 
employ,  neither  do  I  wish  to  put  Mayor  Tobin 
on  the  spot,  so  to  speak,  but  it  has  come 
to  my  attention  that  some  business  houses  in 
the  city  are  dismissing  employees,  some  of 
Whom  have  been  in  their  enrploy  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  replacing  them  with  others  who 
have  recem'tly  come  here  as  refugees.  There 
is  an  old  saying  that  "Charity  hegins  at  home," 
and  I  certainly  believe  it  applies  in  this  case. 
To  permit  these  refugees  to  come  here  is 
nothing  short  of  charity,  and  charity  ds  a 
noble  virtue,  but  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a 
man  in  this  Body  who  will  say  it  is  charitable 
then  to  go  further  and  after  permitting  these 
refugees  to  come  here,  to  allow  them  to  take 
employment  from  American-born  or  naturalized 
citizens  in  this  country  and  deprive  employ- 
ment to  those  who  have  been  life-long  residents 
of  this  city.  There  might  be  some  who  might 
disagree,  Mr.  President.  I  am  as  charitable 
as  the  next  one,  and  I  will  repeat  that  it  is 
an  honorable  thlimg  to  permit  those  who  are 
confused  and  must  seek  refuge  to  come  to 
America,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  to  let 
those  who  are  here  be  thrown  out  on  the 
street  and  'be  deprived  Of  their  employment  for 
these  refugees.  We  have  noted  in  the  news- 
papers in  the  last  week  that  several  well-to-do 
people  are  bringing  youngsters  over  here  and 
I  say,  God  Mess  them  for  it,  provided  they  use 
their  own  money  and  do  not  interfere  with 
the  regular  employment  of  those  who  are 
entitled  to  it  as  American-born  citizens  or 
naturalized  citizens,  and  I  certainly  hope  that 
a  stop  will  be  put  to  it ;  that  these  business 
houses  here  wiill  agree  that  we  have  had  a 
very  serious  unemployment  situation  here  for 
a  number  of  years  and  do  not  want  to  make 
it  greater.  Some  might  say  that  if  they  come 
here  in  numbers  they  will  have  to  be  provided 
for.  Well,  in  my  opinion  that  should  be  a 
Federal  matter,  or  a  private  matter.  It  should 
not  be  one  on  the  heads  of  the  taxpayers  and 
lit  will  become  a  matter  for  the  taxpayers' 
subsidy  when  they  are  brought  here  in  num- 
bers and  must  be  provided  for  unless  those  who 
(bring  them  here  are  financially  able  to  take 
care  of  them.  I  do  hope,  however,  that  a  prac- 
tice which  is  starting  on  its  way  will  be 
stopped  immediatey,  and  that  no  more  citizens, 
be  they  American-born  or  naturalized,  be  de- 
prived of  employment  for  the  sake  of  those 
brought   here  as   refugees. 

Passed    under   suspension    of    the    rule. 


INCREASE    IN    W.    P.    A.     QUOTA. 

Coun.    CAREY   offered   the   following : 
Ordered.    That   his    Honor   the   Mayor   be   re- 
quested   to    conifer    immediately    with    officials 
of    the    W.    P.    A.,    both    in    Washington    and 


Boston,  in  an  effort  to  obtain  an  increase  in 
the    quota    for    Boston. 

Coun.  CAREY- — We  are  all  being  confronted 
daily  by  large  numbers  of  people  who  have 
either  been  on  the  W.  P.  A.  and  were  re- 
leased months  ago  by  the  reduction  after 
eighteen  months'  employment  or  sickness,  and 
many  others  who  have  never  had  employment 
on  the  W.  P.  A.,  but  who  have  been  trying 
within  recent  months  to  obtain  it.  The  quota 
here  in  Boston  seems  far  insufficient.  There 
are  certain  sections  of  the  state  and  country 
that  have  benefited  materially  because  of  the 
money  spent  by  the  Federal  Government  'for 
defense  purposes.  Here  in  Boston,  however, 
we  have  not  seemed  to  benefit  to  any  great 
extent  by  it.  The  quota  should  be  increased. 
People  are  walking  the  streets  daily  looking  for 
their  reassignment  slip  which  will  not  come 
unless  there  is  an  increased  quota,  and  I  hope 
Mayor  Tobin  will  go  to  Washington  and  con- 
sult the  officials  and  take  it  up  with  the  local 
administrator  in  the  hopes  of  getting  a  sizable 
increase  in  the  near  future.  There  seems  to 
be  a  certain  belief  in  the  minds  of  certain 
officials  that  single  people  do  not  require  em- 
ployment. That  certainly  is  not  true,  because 
everyone  knows  of  great  numbers  who  must 
go  on  the  welfare  and  who  will  not  be  given 
sufficient  maintenance  on  welfare  and  they 
should  have  employment.  They  are  being 
deprived  of  that  because  of  the  fact  they  are 
single.  They  need  it  badly  and  if  the  quota 
is  increased  I  hope  arrangements  will  be  made 
at  that  time  to  take  better  care  of  those 
single  people. 

Passed    under    suspension    cf    the    rule. 


INSTALLATION    OF    "STOP"    SIGNS    AT 
LINDEN   AND    GARDEN   STREETS. 

Coun.    WARD    offered    the   following : 
Ordered,     That    the    Traffic     Commission     be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
install   "Stop"  signs  at  the  junction  of  Linden 
and    Gardner    streets,    Ward    21. 

Passed    under    suspension   of    the    rule. 


INSTALLATION  OF  BENCHES  AT  RINGER 
PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.    WARD    offered    the    following: 
Ordered,    That   the   Park    Commission    be   re- 
quested,    through     his     Honor     the    Mayor,     to 
install     benches     on     the     Ringer     Playground, 
Ward   21. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


SIDEWALK   AT    129    FALCON    STREET. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  No.  129  Falcon 
street.  Ward  1,  in  front  of  the  estates  border- 
ing thereon  ;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10 
inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from 
5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  arti- 
ficial stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  1%  of  the  Special 
Acts    of    1917. 

Passed   under   suspension    of   the    rule. 


FREE      ADMITTANCE      OF      EXPECTANT 
MOTHERS   TO   CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  to 
instruct  the  social  workers  to  allow  expectant 
mothers  whose  husbands  are  on  welfare  or 
W.  P.  A.  to  be  admitted  to  the  hospital  free 
of  charge. 

Coun.    COFFEY— Mr.     President,    last    Fri- 
day  night   the   Committee  on   Welfare   held   a 
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meeting,  and  at  the  meeting  it  was  brought 
up  that  mothers  who  were  expecting  babies 
who  went  to  the  City  Hospital,  if  the  mothers 
happened  to  be  an  the  welfare  or  theiir 
husbands  happened  to  be  on  the  W.  P.  A., 
were  asked  for  $'10  deposit  before  arrange- 
ments could  foe  made  to  have  them  admitted 
into  the  City  Hospital.  As  my  order  reads,  I 
would  like  to  have  the  trustees  of  the  hospital 
make  arrangements  so  when  those  mothers  go 
there  they  will  be  examined  and  admitted  into 
the  hospital  without  being  forced  or  being 
asked  to  get  $10  together  before  they  can  be 
admitted.  I  know  several  mothers  in  my  dis- 
trict have  come  to  me,  and  the  only  advice  I- 
could  give  them  was  to  wait  until  the  time  they 
were  about  to  have  the  baby  and  then  either 
take  a  taxi  or  come  down  to  the  house  and  I 
would  have  my  car  present  or  some  cair  there 
and  take  them  over  and  then  the  authorities 
in  the  hospital  would  have  to  admit  them  as  an 
emergency — and  I  hope  this  order  will  go 
through. 

Passed    under    suspension   of   the   rule. 


WELFARE  WORKERS  IN  CITY  DEPART- 
MENTS WORKING  FIVE  FULL  DAYS 
FOR   TEN   DOLLARS   A  WEEK. 

Coun.    COFFEY   offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  bis  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Public  Welfare  Commissioner  to  stop  wel- 
fare recipients  getting  $10  a  week  from  work- 
ing five  full  days  a  week  in  the  Election, 
Assessors  and  other  departments  alongside  of 
men   receiving  five   times  their   salary. 

Coun.  COFFEY — In  this  particular  case 
it  was  called  to  my  attention  that  two  young 
men,  married  with  families,  who  were  three 
day-a-week  men  on  the  welfare  receiving  $10 
a  week,  were  working  in  the  Election  Depart- 
ment and  Assessing  Department,  and  other 
departments,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday, 
Friday  and  Saturday,  five  full  days,  and,  of 
cours'e,  all  thev  received  for  it  is  $10  a  week, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair,  as  they  are  work- 
ing alongside  of  men  getting  four  and  five 
times  their  salary.  I  think  those  men 
ought  to  be  put  in  some  other  department  or 
if  they  worked  on  a  Saturday,  would  at 
least  get  two  days  credit  for  working  that 
full  day,  as  the  Navy  Yard  pays  time  and  a 
half  or  double  time  for  anybody  working  on 
Saturday.  I  hope  this  system  of  placing 
those  men  to  work  five  full  days  for  $10  a 
week  will  stop.  I  think  it  should  stop.  I  do 
not-  think   it   is   fair. 

Passed   under  suspension   of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED     LEGISLATION    TO    PROTECT 
DRAFTED    W.    P.    A.    WORKERS. 
Coun.    COFFEY  offered   the   following: 
Ordered,   That  his   Honor  the  Mayor   request- 
Massac'husetts    representatives    in     Washington 
to  pass  legislation  protecting  W.  P.  A  workers 
whlo    are    the    main    support    of    families  'Who 
are    drafted    by    the    Government,    giving    the 
families  the  difference   in  salary. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  this  was 
called  to  my  attention  last  night  by  a  young 
man  of  the  draft  age,  and  in  his  particular 
case  he  is  a  single  man  with  a  widowed 
mother  and  two  minor  sisters.  In  the  event 
he  is  drafted  the  famiy  is  going  to*  Jose 
$60  a  month  he  gets,  and  the  only  income 
coming  into  that  home  Will  be  $21  a  month 
and  I  think  some  arrangements  should  be 
made,  or  some  legislation  passed  in  Wash- 
ington, for  the  Government  to  make  up  the 
difference  and  see  that  this  home  gets  at 
least  as  much  money  from  these  men  being 
drafted  as  they  get  when  they  are  working 
on    the   W.    P.    A. 

Passed  under   suspension   of  the   rule. 


REIMBURSING  BOSTON  SANATORIUM 
EMPLOYEES  COMPELLED  TO  SLEEP 
OUTSIDE. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following. 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  reimburse  any  employee  of  the 
Boston  Sanatorium  who  sustained  a  loss  in 
salary  as  a  result  of  having  to  sleep  in 
quarters  outside  of  the  hospital  because  of 
inadequate  sleeping  facilities  at  said  hos- 
pital . 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


RESURFACING    HOOPER    STREET. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  with  smooth  pavement 
Hooper   street.   Ward    17. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


OPENING     OF      GIRLS'     SECTION     FIELD 
HOUSE   AT   ROBERTS   FIELD. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following. 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
open  the  girls'  section  of  the  Field  House  at 
Roberts    Field,    Ward    17.      , 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


RESURFACE   NEVADA   STREET. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  with  smooth  pavement 
Nevada    street,    Ward    17. 

Passed  under  suspension   of  the  rule. 


ARC   LIGHT   AT   31   RIVER   STREET. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner foe  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  an  ape  light  on  the  private 
way  located  at  iJW  River  street,  Ward  17, 
which   is   dity  property... 

Passed    under   suspension    of   the   rule. 


QUARTERS   FOR   LICENSING   BUREAU 
AND     TRANSIT    DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  request 
the  Superintendent  of  Pufolic  Buildings  to 
provide  suitable  quarters  by  October  1,  1940, 
in  city-owned  buildings  ito  house  the  Boston 
Licensing    Bureau    and    Transit    Department. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  have  a  news- 
paper clipping  here  which  states  that  the  build- 
in/.'-  which  houses  the  Boston  Licensing  Bureau 
;in<l  the  Transit  Commission  is  to  foe  closed 
completely  by  October  1.  I  believe  we  have 
sufficient  qua  iters  to  house  those  two  de- 
ments, and  I  merely  request  in  this  order 
that  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
provide  those  quarters  so  that  we  will  not 
have  to  pay  any  further  rent  for  thorn. 
Passed    under   suspension    of    the    rule. 


SUPPLEMENTING  OF  FEDERAL  PAY  FOR 
DRAFTED  CITY  EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.    FISH   offered    the    following: 
Ordered.  Thai    the  City  .if   Boston  supplement 
the  Federal  pay  of  any  city  employees  who  may 
he    called     for    service    by    conscription    by    an 
amount  which  would  equal   his  present  pay. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Coun.  FISH — 'Mir.  President,  in  this  order  I 
am  not  in  any  way  advocating  a  peace-time 
draft.  That  is  a  problem  for  the  Congress 
and  Senate  in  Washington,  and,  personally, 
if  I  were  a  member  of  either  of  those  two 
bodies  it  would  take  a  lot  of  persuasive  con- 
vincing to  make  me  realize  that  there  is  a 
present  -necessity  for  it,  but  if  .Congress  and 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  do  enact 
this  legislation,  and  city  employees  are  called 
upon  to  go,  I  believe  they  should  suffer  no 
financial  loss  during  the  time  (that  they  are 
absent  from  their  city  position.  The  passage 
of  'this  order  followed  by  the  signature  of  the 
Mayor  will  guarantee  any  city  employee  who 
may  be  called  in  this  diraft,  which  is_  not  yet 
enacted,  and  insure  them  Of  their  lull-time  pay. 

Passed    under   suspension    of    the    rule. 


STEP-BATE    OF    DRAFTED    CITY 
EMPLOYEES. 

Conn.   FliSH  offered   the   following : 
Ordered,    That   conscription    by    the    Federal 
Government   shall   in    no    way    affect    or    retard 
the   step-rate   of   any   city  employee. 

'Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  an  order  od!   bh 
'nature   would   hardly  be   necessary  back   a  ^  few 
years  ago  when  we  had  a   Civil   Service  Com- 
missioner   who   believed    a    working    man     bad 
nights    and   a   Civil   Service   Commas'- inner    who 
recognized   that,    but    such    is    not   the   case   to- 
day.    Ma-.   Lmpien,    Civil   Service  Commissioner, 
by  his  cold  and  inhuman  action  in   the  past   ha 
given    us  every  reason    to   believe   that  even   en- 
listing   to   fight    for    the    country. — yes,    and    to 
fight  for  Mr.  Lupien   himself,  would   not  be  suf- 
ficient   to  break   down    his    cold-blooded   tactics. 
There  is  no  question  or  doubt  in   my  mind  thai 
if  this  man   is  not  curbed  and  any  city  empl 
is    enjoying    the   privilege   of    step-orate,    aifil    i 

servinig    one   year    in    the    const  rafl i    by    the 

Federal  Government,  be  will  seize  upon  that 
opportunity  to  deprive  him  of  one  full  year  >>f 
that  step  rate.  That  is  the  motive  in  back 
of  the   order,    Mr.    President. 

Passed    under    suspension    of   the    rule. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  ADDITIONAL 

FIREMEN. 

Coun.    KELLY    offered    the    following: 
Ordered,  That  the   Fire   Commissioner  be   re- 
quested,    through    his     Honor    the    Mayor,     bo 
immediately    take   steps    to    appoint     100    addi 

tionaQ   firemen   to  the  fire-fight Eorce. 

'Passed    under   suspension    of    bhe    rule. 


STAMP   PLAN   FOR  BOSTON. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  confer 
with  Milo  Perkins,  head  of  the  Federal  Surplus 
Commodities  Commission,  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  the  Cotton  Stamp  Plan  to  the  Cdtj 
of   [Boston. 

'Coun.  GOODE — Mr.  President,  several  months 
ago  I  inlbrodluced  an  order  into  this  Honorable 
Body,  commending  the  Mayor  for  his  efforts 
dn  bringing  the  food  stamp  plan  to  Boston. 
At  that  time  Milo  Perkins,  the  head  of  the 
Surplus  'Commodities  Commission,  saw  fit  to 
exclude  Boston  from  the  list  of  cities  where 
the  food  stamp  plan  would  go  into  effect. 
Since  that  time,  through  the  Mayor's  persistent 
6(101*5,  Mr.  Perkins  has  reversed  his  decMon 
excluding  Boston  and  I  now  undersibamd  the 
plan  will  be  introduced  here  shortly.  As  you 
know,  this  plan  will  allow  the  poor  of  the  oity, 
through  the  purchase  of  surplus  comarnul  i  i  > 
stamps,  to  obtain  $1.'50  value  for  every  $1 
spent.  This  new  plan,  incidentally,  is  the 
idea  Of  Secretary  Wallace  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,  and  now  candidate  for  Vice 
President  of  the  United  'States,  and  the  idea 
is  that  under  this  plan  surplus  commodities 
of  products,  such  as  sheets,  towels,  underwear 
and  do">esses,  will  be  given  to  the  poor  of  Bos- 
ton   at   much    lesser    rates    than    they    are   now 


able  to  obtain  them.  I  feel  that  this  will 
be  of  great  benefit  to  the  poor  of  Boston  and 
I  hope  that  if  it  is  introduced  here  that 
pensioners  and  those  living  on  a  pittance  and 
people  receiving  unemployment  compensation 
will  be  permitted  to  partake  of  this  plan. 
Passed    under   suspension    of    the    rule. 


PROPOSED  PROVISIONS  FOR  MARRIED 
EMPLOYEES  AT  LONG  ISLAND  TO 
LIVE  AT  HOME. 

Coun.   M.    H.    SULLIVAN  and   COFFEY  of- 
,     !     the    following : 

Ordered,  That   the  Institutions  Camnri 
be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor, 
I  i  some  plan  whereby  : 

1.  .Married    employee.-    at    Long    Inland    Hos- 
pital   may    be    permitted    to    live    at    home    in- 

d    of  "being   compi  >    at    the   island 

per  week  ; 

2.  X  •    the    working   h  >ur    schedule 

married    persons   may    go   home 
to     their     families     every     night     and     return 
he   morning  boat;   be   it   farther 
'      ed,  That  the  com  be   requested 

i -ability    of    granting    such 
■   annual   sum   now   dedi 
i     ,  ilary    for    board    and    room, 

try,    heat    and    light. 
Passed    under  ■        ion   of    the    rule. 


UNION  WAGES  ON  CONTRACTS. 

Coun.   D.   F.   SULLIVAN   offered   the   follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,    That    the    Superintendent    of    Sup- 
'i  nested,    through     his    Honor    the 

Mayor,     to    stipulate    union    labor    or    at    least 
rate    of     wages     in     all    future 
-   with   the  City  of  B. 
SULLIVAN— Mr.    President,    I    intro- 
duced  this  order  to  protect  the  wage  standards 
"rganized    labor.       I    certainly    believe    an 
order    of    this    nature    will    tend    to    drive    out 
the     chiselers     and     open     the     way     for     fair 
.tition    among    the    legitimate    empl. 
I    hope   the  order   passes. 
Passed   under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


\c  X  KI'TVM'F    OF    STREETS    IN     WARD    9. 

Coun.   D.    F.   SULLIVAN   offered  the  follow- 
in-': 

Order.. 1.    That    Hie    Board   of    Street   Commas- 
i  s    be    requested,    through   his   Honor    the 
Mayor,    to    accept    and    lay   out   the    following- 
named  streets   in   Ward  9.  under  the  W.   P.  A. 
plan  i:     Dallas     place,     Church 

place,     Sumner     place. 

ed   under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CORRECTION     IN     SPELLING     OF     FRED- 
ERICK  W.   MEALEY  SQUARE. 

C.uin.  LINEHAN  offered  the  follow 
Ordered.  That  the  space  at  the  junction  of 
H  and  East  Sixth  streets,  South  Boston, 
be  named  Frederick  W.  Mealey  6quare,  in 
honor  of  said  Mealey.  late  veteran  of  the 
World  War.  instead  of  Frederick  W.  Mealy 
square  a.-  entered  on  the  order  introduced  in 
the  Citj    Council  on  June  3,  1940. 

ed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INSTALLATION     OF     "STOP"     SIGN     AT 
POND   STREET  AND  COLUMBIA  ROAD. 

Coon.    LINEHAN   offered    the   following: 
Ordered,     That    his     Honor    the    Mayor     re- 
quest   the    Traffic    Commissioner    to    install    a 
"Stop"  sign  at  the  junction  of  Pond  street  and 
Columbia    road    in    Ward   7. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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REPAIR  OF  BENCHES  ALONG  STRAND- 
WAY,  COLUMBUS  PARK  AND  MARINE 
PARK. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  SCANNELL  offered 
the     following :  . 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Park  Commissioner  to  repair  the  benches 
along  the  Strandway,  Columbus  Park  and 
Marine    Park,    South    Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  tthe  rule. 


INVESTIGATION    OF    UNSANITARY    CON- 
DITION AT  LONG  ISLAND  HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  and  LYONS  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Institutions  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  investigate  the  unsanitary  condi- 
tions at  the  Long  Island  Hospital,  particularly 
with  regard  to  the  lavatories,  and  to  present 
for  apiproval  a  W.  P.  A.  project  for  the  com- 
plete renovation  of  toilet  and  bedding  facilities 
at    the    hospital. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PREFERENCE  TO  SOUTH  BOSTON 
RESIDENTS  IN  NEW  SOUTH  BOSTON 
PROJECT. 

Coun.    SCANNELL    and    LINEHAN    offered 

the   following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  gave  preference  to  South  Boston  residents 
when  considering  applicants  for  'tenancy  in  the 
new  South  Boston  project. 
,      Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK    ON    EAST    SECOND    STREET. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  East  Second 
street,  in  front  of  Nos.  505  and  507,  Ward  6, 
in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon ; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above 
the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone, 
with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed   under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WELCOME  TO  YOUNG  DEMOCRATS  AT 
CONVENTION  AT  HOTEL  BRUNSWICK. 

Coun.    WICKES   offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 
extend  to  the  young  Democrats  of  Massa- 
chusetts the  greetings  and  welcome  of  the  City 
of  Boston  on  the  occasion  of  their  convention, 
August  9,  10,  11,  in  this  city  at  the  Hotel 
Brunswick. 

Coun.  WICKES — I  would  like  to  inform  this 
Body  at  this  time  on  this  order.  At  the 
Hotel  Brunswick  on  Friday  night  August  9, 
there  will  be  a  free  dance  invitation  ex.- 
tended  to  all  who  wish  to  go  by  the  young 
Democrats  of  Massachusetts,  and  on  Satur- 
day, the  next  night  following,  there  will  be 
a  banquet  there  by  the  young  Democrats  at 
$1.60  per  person  and  I  hope  you  will  all  go 
and  great  the  young  Democrats  uf  Massa- 
chusetts at  this  year's  convention  a/1  the 
Hotel    Brunswick. 

Passed   under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING    SOUTHERN    AVENUE. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner be  (requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  ^resurface  with  smooth  pavement, 
Southern  avenue,  from  Washington  street  to 
Talbot  avenue.  Ward  17. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ASSIGNMENT   OF   MATRON   TO   ROBERTS 
FIELD    HOUSE. 

Coun.    WICKES   offered   the   following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested,    through     his     Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
assign     a     matron     to     Roberts     Field     House, 
Ward     17. 

Passed  under   suspension   of  the   rule. 


"STOP"     SIGNS     AT     GREENBRIER     AND 
PARK  STREETS. 

Coun.    WICKES   offered    the   following: 
Ordered,     That     the    Traffic    Commission    be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
place    "Stop"    signs    at    Greenbrier    and    Park 
streets,    Dorchester,    Ward    17. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACE  CAPEN  STREET. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  with  smooth  pavement 
Capen  street.  Ward  17,  between  Wilmington 
avenue    and    Fairmount    street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAVING     OF     MASSACHUSETTS 
AVENUE. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  inasmuch  as  the  granite 
Iblocks  located  between  the  car  tracks  on 
Massachusetts  avenue  between  St.  Botolph 
and  Boylston  streets  are  a  definite  hazard 
and  have  constituted  the  primary  cause  of  a 
no'ise  nuisance  for  a  number  of  years,  that 
the  manager  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  make  arrangements  to  recon- 
struct this  area  with  a  smooth  type  asphalt 
surface  at  the  earliest  opportunity  this  year. 
_  Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  understand 
the  Pulblic  Works  Comm'issiione-r  this  year  has 
made  arrangemenlts  for  Massachusetts  a/ve- 
nue, between  St.  Botolph  and  Beacon  streets, 
bo  toe  recoinislbructed  wlith  a  smooth  type  sur- 
face. The  Boston  Elevated  will  also  have  to 
cooperate  with  the  Public  Works  Commlissioner 
by  taking  care  otf  the  area  (between  the  car 
tracks.  Today,  they  do  n"ot  agree  to  recon- 
struct this  area.  Now,  Mr.  President,  the 
granite  'blociks  located  between  these  car  bracks 
on  Massachusetts  avenue  are  definitely  a  ibraffie 
hazard.  They  not  only  constitute  a  noise 
ruulisance,  but  a  number  of  my  constituents 
'have  ibeen  injured,  tunning  their  ankle,  bj 
' tni'pip i rig  through  defects  in  the  highway.  The 
only  sojuibioin  lis  to  have  that  area  resurfaced 
with  a  smooth  type  asphalt  surface  and  1 
trust  'that  the  Boston  Elevated  officials  will 
endeavor  to  cooperate  with  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner  in  doing  this  work  simultaneously 
when  he  reconstructs  it  under  a  W.  1'.  A. 
jplan    of    construruion    this    year. 

Passed     under    suspension    of    the    rude. 


CI, WANING    OK    STATUES. 

Coun.    LAN'GAN   offered   the   following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Art     Commis. -ion    be    re- 
que-t<<l.     through     hlis     Honor    the     Mayor,     to 
clean      up      and      remedy     any      defects      in      the 
Statues     otf     John     Boyle     O'Reilly     and      P        \ 
Collins. 

Passed    under   susrpension    of    the    rule. 


SIDEWALK,     I.OCHSTEAD     AVENUE. 

Coun.   LANGAN   offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    otf 
Works    make   a    sidewalk    along    Lochstead   ave- 
nue,    jt     No.    21,     Ward     19,    in     front    ot     the 
estates  bordering   thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be 
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from  3  Ito  10  'inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining, 
to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be 
built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edge- 
stones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of 
the   Special   Acts   of   1917. 

Passed    under    suspension    of   the   rufe. 


SIDEWALK,    POMFRET   STREET. 

Couin.  LYONS  offered  the  following  : 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Pomfret  street, 
from  Maple  street  to  Corey  street,  Ward  20, 
in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon  ;  said 
sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in 
width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special 
Acts    of    1917. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the   rule. 


Coun.  OOFFEY-Mr.  President,  I  stand  up 
to  mane  a  motion.  I  would  like  to  have  the 
Democ— itic  members  of  this  Body  go  on  record 
as  favoring  the  convention  at  Chicago  nominat- 
ing Roosevelt  and  Wallace. 

President  GALVIN— The  Chair  rules  the 
motion    out   of    order. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.25  p.  m.,  on  motion 
of  Coiun.  RUSSO,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reas- 
sembled and  were  called  to  order  by  President 
GALVIN   at   4.35   p.   m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, submitted  the  following: 

II.  Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
order  (referred  this  day)  for  loan  of  $367,000 
for  vanious  W.  P.  A.  projects  in  the  Fire, 
Park,  Public  Works  and  Supply  Departments 
— (recommending   order  ought   to   pass. 

Report  accepted.  Question  came  on  the  first 
reading  of  the  order.  Yeas  20,  nays  0.  and  the 
oirder    received    its   first   reading. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
orders  (referred  this  day)  for  transfer  of  H, 
Relief,  appropriations  to  the  Law.  Street 
Laying-Out,  Fire  Departments,  and  Mayor's 
Office- — recommending   orders    ought   to   pass. 

Report  accepted.  Question  came  on  the  first 
reading  of  the  various  orders.  Yeas  20.  nays 
0,   and   tJhe  orders   received   their   first   reading. 


ELECTION   OF  OLD   SOUTH  ASSOCIATION 
MANAGERS. 

On  motion  of  President  GALVIN,  the  Coun- 
cil proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  members 
of  the  Body  as  Managers  of  the  Old  South 
Association,   with  the  following  result : 

For  Coun.  Scannell  and  Shaittuck — Coum. 
Ghiase,  Coffey,  Englert,  Fish,  Galvin,  Gottlieb. 
Goode,  Hurley,  Hutchinson,  Kelly,  Langan, 
Linehan,  Lyons,  Russo.  Soannell,  D.  Sullivan, 
M.   Sullivan.,    Taylor,    Ward.    Wickes. 

Twenty  votes  were  cast  for  Coun.  Seannell 
and  Shiattuick,  and  they  were  declared  unani- 
mously elected  Managers  of  the  Old  South 
Association. 


CONFIRMATION    OF    APPOINTMENTS. 

President  GALVIN  called  up  No.  2  on  the 
calendar,    viz. : 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  July  22,  1940,  of  Michael  J.  Lynch 
to  be  a  Weigher  of  Goods ;  and  William  A. 
Chevoor  and  Frank  Peddle  to  be  Weighers  of 
Coal. 

The  Question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Coffey  and  Ward.  Whole  num- 
ber of  ballots  18,  yeas  IS,  nays  0,  and  the  ap- 
pointments   were  confirmed. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
on  petition  of  John  Myles  O'Toole,  for  drive- 
way opening  at  St.  Cecilia,  Scotia  and  Cambria 
streets — recommending  that  license  be  granted. 

Report   accepted ;    license   granted. 


INVESTIGATION  OF  VIOLATION  OF 
ORDINANCE  ON  SUNDAY  BASE- 
BALL. 

Coun.   GOTTLIEB    offered  the   following: 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  ordinances 
provide  for  and  permit  of  the  playing  of 
baseball  on  Sunday  at  Fenway  Park  under 
certain   conditions   and   restrictions ;   and 

Whereas,  The  Ordinances  of  1929,  section 
1,  subdivision  4,  provides  that  "The  fee 
or  total  charge  made  for  any  seat  anywhere 
an  or  on  said  premises  for  the  witnessing  of 
the  playing  of  professional  athletic  outdoor 
sports  or  games  shall  in  no  case  be  greater 
on  the  Lord's  Day  than  on  each  week  day"  : 
and 

Whereas,  It  is  alleged  that  the  fee  or  total 
charge  made  by  the  Boston  American  League 
Baseball  Company  at  Fenway  Park  is  greater 
on  the  Lord's  Day  than  on  each  week  day ; 
therefore  be  it 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  investi- 
gate the  alleged  violation  of  the  City  Ordinai.ec; 
relating  to  Sunday  baseball  by  the  Boston 
American  League  Baseball  Company  at  Fenway 
Park. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  it  has 
come  to  my  attention  that  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Timothy  W.  Murphy  has  filed  suit 
in  our  Boston  courts  against  the  so-called 
Boston  Red  Sox,  alleging  that  tickets  were  sell- 
ing on  week  days  for  $L10  per  ticket  and 
are  being  sold  for  $1.40  on  Sundays  in  viola- 
tion of  our  City  Ordinance  relating  to  such 
sale  of  tickets.  Now  the  plaintiff  in  this  suit 
is  technically  suing  because  of  the  loss  which 
he  sustained,  but  actually  he  is  rendering, 
I  think,  a  public  service  if  he  enables  the 
City  Council  to  determine  whether  or  not  there 
is  such  a  violation  and  if  there  is  a  violation 
to  see  to  it  that  the  violation  stops  and  that 
whatever  money  is  or  has  been  wrongfully 
collected  is  returned  if  at  all  possible.  Now  I 
think  that  we  can  reasonably  assume  that  at 
the  time  this  ordinance  was  passed  the  sole 
and  specific  purpose  of  the  Boston  City  Council 
was  to  see  to  it  that  men  and  women  who  could 
not  attend  ball  games  on  week  days  would  have 
the  opportunity  to  attend  Sunday  ball  games 
and  enjoy  the  games  on  Sundays  at  no  extra 
charge.  There  is  no  sound  reason  why  the 
public  should  be  roasted  on  Sunday.  There  is 
no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  Sunday  baseball  is 
yielding  plenty  of  profit  at  the  regular  rates 
and  there  should  be  no  further  soaking  of  the 
public  on  that  day.  Soft  drinks  and  peanuts 
and  other  things  are  sold  at  the  ball  parks 
for  which  they  receive  what  I  consider  an 
exorbitantly  unreasonable  price.  We  can  take, 
for  example,  peanuts,  which  cost  one  cent  a 
bag,  and  there  is  no  extra  rental  for  the  sale 
of  these  peanuts  and  people  have  to  pay  ten 
and  fifteen  cents  for  a  bag  of  peanuts,  and 
there  is  no  justification  for  such  charge. 
Now  the  majority  of  the  patrons  of  the  ball 
parks  are  poor  people,  who  should  receive  a 
better  "break"  than  they  do.  Our  ordinance 
provides  as  a  penalty  for  violation  of  the  rules 
that  the  license  should  be  revoked  if  there  is 
a  violation.  Now  I  am  not  asking,  nor  do  I 
think  a  revocation  of  the  license  of  the  Boston 
Red  Sox  would  be  a  proper  penalty.  Probably 
a  revocation  would  work  a  hardship  on 
thousands  of  people  in  the  city,  but  I  do 
strongly  feel  that  if  prices  have  been  charged, 
and  I  believe  they  have  been  on  many  Sundays, 
in  excess  of  the  price  that  is  charged  for  the 
same  tickets  on  week  days,  that  the  Boston 
Red  Sox  should  either  return  that  money  to 
the  ticket  purchasers  or  if  they  cannot  get 
the  holders  of  the  tickets,  that  that  money — 
and  I  think  it  amounts  to  many  thousands  of 
dollars — should  be  turned  over  to  the  Welfare 
Department  of  Boston  to  be  used  to  lighten  the 
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welfare  do-ad  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  I  have 
asked  for  this  investigation  for  that  purpose, 
amd  I  feel  that  the  Boston  Red  Sox  should 
open  uip  their  books  and  disclose  how  much 
money  is  wrongfully  'in  their  possession  because 
of  this  violation  of  our  ordinance,  and  I  hope 
the   Council  will  see  fit  to  pass   this   order. 

Coun.  WARD — 1  do  not  believe  the  Boston 
City  Council  should  tmiix  in  something  that  is 
none  of  their  business.  I  feel  that  Tom  Yaw- 
key  is  trying  to  give  the  baseball  public  of 
Boston  what  they  want.  I  do  not  believe 
that  as  members  of  the  Boston  Oity  Council 
we  should  interfere  and  tell  them  how  to  run 
their  ball  club.  By  the  same  token,  the  Boston 
Braves  are  not  drawing  any  crowd  up  there, 
and  if  an  opportunity  is  given  to  Bob  Quinn 
to  make  a  dollar, — be  has  lost  plenty  of  money 
in  Boston, — I  think  he  should  be  afforded  that 
opportunity.  I  do  not  think  Yawkey  has  made 
money.  I  think  the  Boston  City  Council  should 
keep    its    nose   out. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— I  call  the  attention  of 
the  councilor  from  Brighton  to  the  Ordinance 
of  1929,  section  1,  subdivision  4,  which  reads 
as   follows : 

-"The  fee  or  total  charge  made  for  any  seat 
anywhere  in  or  on  said  premises  for  the  wit- 
nessing of  the  playing  of  professional  athletic 
out-door  sports  or  games  shall  in  no  case  be 
greater  on  the  Lord's  Day  than  on  each  week 
day." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  as  I  said  before,  there 
was  a  strong  and  definite  reason  for  the  pass- 
ing of  this  ordinance.  It  was  to  give  to  work- 
ing men  and  women  an  opportunity  to  go  to 
Sunday  baseball  games  at  no  greater  charge 
than  the  regular  week  day  charge.  Now,  while 
on  the  subject  of  ordinances  relating  to  these 
baseball  games,  I  also  call  to  the  attention  of 
this  Body  subdivision,  3  of  the  same  Ordinance 
of  1929,  which  reads: 
-  "The  licensees  shall  furnish  S'uch  suffice/nt 
facilities  for  free  drinking  water  on  said 
premises  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  Health 
Commissioner." 

Now.  I  think  I  am  speaking  accurately  when 
I  say  in  a  park  which  can  accommodate  30,000 
or  35,000  people,  and  there  are  only  two  drink- 
ing fountains,  I  think  that  is  certainly  insuf- 
ficient drinking  facilities,  and  if  the  purpose 
of  such  inadequate  drinking  facilities  is  to 
compel  patrons  to  buy  soft  d'rinks  at  a  fancy 
price,  then  I  think  it  is  time  the  Health  Com- 
missioner also  compelled  the  Boston  parks  to 
install    more    adequate   drinking    facilities. 

Passed    under   suspension    of    the    rule. 


BREMEN  STREET  WALL. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to   make    a    statement. 

President  GALVDN — Do  I  hear  amy  objec- 
tion? 

Coun.  TAYLOR— A  object. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  have  an  order  I  would 
like   to    introduce. 

Coun.    COFFEY   offered   the   following: 

"Ordered!,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
W.  P.  A.  authorities  to  investigate  the  knock- 
ing down  of  a  W.  P.  A.  wall  on  Bremen  street, 
East  Boston." 

Coun-.  'COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  wanted  to 
talk  on  this,  so  I  thought  I  might  be  objected 
to  and  therefore  thought  I  would  have  the 
order   ready  in    the  event   it   was   objected    to. 

'Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  on  a  point 
of  order. 

President  GALVIN — Will  you  state  the  point 
of  order? 

'Coun.  TAYLOR — Is  this  a  duplicate  order 
of  the  one  we  had   two  weeks  ago? 

President  GALVIN — The  councilor  can  an- 
swer that   question. 

Coun.  COFFEY — This  order  was  defeated 
two  weeks  ago, — a  similar  order.  The  pre- 
vious order  was  for  the  Federal  authorities  to 
investigate,  and  this  is  W.  P.  A.  authorities. 
Mr.  President,  today,  the  same  as  two  weeks 
ago,  I  went  out  to  'Executive  session  and  to 
my  surprise  I  saw  Commissioner  Hyland  there. 
He  first  made  the  request  to  be  present  and 
was  granted  permission.     The  only  objection   I 


had  was  the  fact  that  I  was  not  notified  that 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  was  going  to 
be  there,  as  I  intended  to  have  some  witnesses 
there  to  prove  beyond  doubt  that  not  only 
this  wall  was  knocked  down,  but  a  curbing  had 
been  taken  up.  Now,  for  the  benefit  Of  one  of 
the  reporters  Who  s'aid  to  me  in  his  opinion 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  had  authority 
to  grant  this  opening,  a  decision  rendered  by 
the  Corporation  Counsel  states  that  the  City 
Council  has  nothing  to  do  with  that  opening, 
but  if  a  man  Wants  an  opening  for  a  gasoline 
station  or  any  other  use  to  be  used  as  a  drive- 
way, he  first  must  apply  to  the  Public  Works 
Commisslcmer  and  in  the  event  the  Public 
Works  Coimimissioner  approves  then'  that  man 
has  to  petition  the  Boston  City  Council  for 
that  opening.  Now  I  say,  according  to  Mr. 
Hyland's  own  statement,  he  said  there  was  a 
4'5-ifoot  opening  granted,  or  that  there  was  a 
45 -foot  opening  taken.  Any  way  you  want  to 
look  at  it,  the  45-foot  opening  is  there  and 
that  is  in  addition  to  the  35-foot  opening 
granted  to  this  iman  by  this  Boston  City  Coun- 
cil when  he  filed  a  petition  and  it  came  through 
the  resular  channel's  through  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner,  and  so  forth.  Now  today  out 
there,  all  I  heard  from  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner  was  the  fact  that  I  was  this, 
that  and  the  other  thing,— but  on  the  Other 
hand,  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  showed 
us  conclusively  that  he,  too,  is  this,  that  and 
the  other  thing.  Now,  the  only  fight  the  man 
had,  if  the  report  is  true,  which  was  scandal- 
ous because  olf  his  size,  was  with  the  gentle- 
mlan  from  Ward  22  when  he  went  up'  there 
toying  to  get  some  snow  buttons  or  informa- 
tion as  to  hoiw  he  could  put  men  to  work, — 
it  appeared  in  the  Boston  newspapers,  in  one 
paper    he   was    slugged 

Coun.  TAYLOR — Mr.  President,  on  a  point 
olf  order.  I  do  not  think  the  gentleman's 
statement  is  on  the  order.  The  Chair  ruled 
the  councilor  confine  his  remarks  to  the  order. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  on  a  point 
of  order.  Tiwo  weeks  ago  in  this  chamber  I 
made  some  statement  which  the  Chair  allowed 
the  councilor  from  Ward  4  to  answer  and  the 
Chair's  position  at  that  time  was  that  it  was 
a  personal  privilege  because  of  statements  I 
had  made.  Now  I  ask  that  same  privilege 
because  of  statements  made  by  the  Public 
Works  Comrniissiiomer  in   Executive. 

President  GALVIN— The  Chair  ruled  the 
councilor  from  Ward  4  was  speaking  relative 
to  the  order  then  heifore  the  Council  for  the 
striking  out  of  the  personal  remarks  made  on 
that  day  and  it  referred  to  conversation  in 
Council  prior  to  the  order  and  after  the  order 
and  the  councilor  from  Ward  4  was  in  order 
that  particular  time.  Now  the  order  .before  the 
house  at  the  present  time  is  relating  to  re- 
questing his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  request 
W.  P.  A.  authorities  to  investigate  the  knock- 
ing down  of  a  W.  P.  A.  wall  on  Bremen  street, 
East  Boston,  an'd  I  refer  the  councilor  to  the 
order. 

Coun.  COFFEY— All  right.  I  ask  a  point 
of  personal  privilege  to  answer  the  charges 
made  by  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  in 
Executive. 

President  GALVIN — I  might  suggest  there  is 
absolutely  nothing  in  the  record  here  before  the 
main  body  of  the  Council  that  we  can  refer  to 
in  writing.  Therefore,  I  would  have  to  refer 
you  back  to  the  Executive  Committee  for 
whatever  statement  you  might  care  to  make 
to    defend    yourself. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Again  I  ask  a  point  of 
personal  privilege  to  ask  the  consent  of  the 
Council  to  grant  me  the  same  permission  to 
answer  these  charges  that  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner  made  in  Executive.  I  think  I 
ought  to  be  given   the  same  privilege. 

President  GALVIN — Councilor  Coffey  re- 
quests the  privilege  of  answering  the  Public 
Work*  Commissioner's  statement  in  Executive 
chamber.  Do  I  hear  any  objection?  (No 
response.)  I  hear  no  objection  and  Councilor 
Coffey,  after  he  has  finished  on  the  order  be- 
fore the  house,   may  proceed. 

Coun.  COFFEY— All  right.  All  I  want  to 
say  is  the  fn.-t  that  this  is  a  similar  order 
to  the  granting  of  that  permit  for  a  slaughter 
house.      The    80-foot    opening    is    there.      The 
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petition  did  not  come  through  the  Council 
and  in  regard  to  the  gentleman's  statement, 
he  made  the  statement  down  there  and  I 
would  like  to  have  the  other  twenty  members 
of    the   Council 

President  GALVIN— The  Chair  inquires 
whether  you  have  completed  the  order  before 
the   Body  ? 

■Coun.  COFFEY — I  completed  with  the  order. 

President  GALVIN— Councilor  Coffey  re- 
quests suspension  of  the  rule  and  passage  of 
the   order.  .  . 

Coun  LANGAN— I  feel,  as  chairman  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  that  I  should  make 
a  statement  relative  to  what  took  place  in 
Executive    Committee.  . 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  on  a  point 
of   order.      Have   I   newt    still   got   the  floor? 

President   GALVIN— Not  on   the  order. 

Coun.  LANGATM— There  seems  to  be  a  great 
deal  of  contention  as  to  what  exactly  Hie 
physical  situation  was  before  a  gas  station 
was  erected  in  a  particular  section  oif  East 
Boston.  Some  weeks  ago  an  order  was  in- 
troduced and  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
was  brought  before  the  Executive  Ci.mmittw. 
At  that  time  he  stated  it  was  his  memory 
that  no  particular  curbstone  had  been  at  that 
particular  location.  He  called  upon  the  official 
maps  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  back  up  his 
opinion  and  memory  and  also  asked  the  memory 
of  an  engineer.  Both  the  map  and  the  memory 
of  the  engineer  were  to  the  effect  that  no 
curbstone  existed  at  the  location  where  this 
gas  station  .was  erected.  The  Public  Works 
Commissioner  explained  at  that  time  to  the 
members  of  this  Body  in  Executive,  that  a 
450-tfbot  wall  had  been  built  along  Bremen 
street;  that  prior  to  the  building  of  that 
wall  no  cuirbsitone  had  existed;  that  sub- 
sequent to  the  building  of  the  wall  the 
owner  of  the  gas  station  requested  he  be 
given  permission  to  knock  down  that  wall 
so  that  he  could  transact  business.  The 
Public  Works  Commissioner  stated  he  gave 
him  that  permission  and  that  in  knocking 
down  that  wall  there  was  access  given  to  the 
gas  station  without  removing  any  curbstone, 
— the  curbstone  never  having  existed.  Now 
the  controversy  which  was  taken  up  again 
this  week  was  along  the  same  line  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  curbstone  did  exist  at  that 
particular  location.  If  a  curbstone  did  exist, 
then  it  was  necessary  for  the  owner  of  the 
station  to  get  a  permit  far  a  35-foot  open- 
ing. The  Public  Works  Commissioner  stated 
that  there  was  no  curbstone  existing  there  and 
the  Acting  Corporation  Counsel  stated  that 
in  places  where  there  was  no  curb-none  ami 
no  sidewalk  it  was  not  necessary  for  the 
owner  to  get  permission  of  the  Citv  Council. 
Now  1  suppose  that  is  a  matter  of  contro- 
versy. Councilor  Coffey  states  that  the 
curbstone  did  exist  before  the  gas  station  was 
erected,  and  the  records  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
through  the  Street  Laying-Out  Department 
and  the  memory  of  the  engineers  who  con- 
structed streets  in  the  City  of  Boston,  is  to 
the  effect  that  they  did  not  exist 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  on  a  point 
of  order.  In  answer  to  the  gentleman  from 
the  other  side  of  the  room,  I  would  like  to 
refresh  his  memory.  Commissioner  Hyland, 
when  he  sent  for  the  engineer,  the  engineer 
brought  the  map  up  but  could  show  nothing  on 
the  map  because  dt  was  a  very  old  map  and 
the  fact  this  wall  was  built  only  last  year, 
they  would  have  nothing  to  6how  whether 
there  was  a  curbing  there  or  not.  Now  I  call 
it  to  the  attention  of  this  Body  that  the  Public 
Works  Commissioner  6aid  two  weeks  ago  that 
in  the  event  there  was  a  curbing  there  he 
would  make  this  man  put  the  curbing  back. 
Now  that  is  a  matter  of  fact  that  happened 
in  the  Executive  chamber  two  weeks  ago. 
Now  he  comes  in  today  and  makes  the  state- 
ment that  in  the  first  place  there  was  no 
curbing  there.  That  doesn't  change  the 
picture.  The  fact  is  there  is  a  wall  there 
of  some  400  feet  and  the  curbing  ran  the 
entire  length  of  the  wall  up  until  the  opening 
of  this  driveway  and  then  continued  on 
Bremen  -street    to    Bennington    street.       That 


curbing  is  on  both  sides  and  once  more  I 
call  it  to  the  Body's  attention  that  the 
Corporation  Counsel  made  a  decision  that 
the  Council  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  con- 
struction of  sidewalks.  I  admit  that,  but  he 
also  said  if  they  want  a  driveway  opening 
they  first  have  to  have  the  approval  of  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  and  then  that 
petition  comes  down  for  approval  by  this 
Body.  He  went  further  and  said  tliat  it  is  a 
matter  of  a  ruling  of  the  Mayor  that  he  will 
not  allow  more  than  a  35-foot  opening,  and  1 
insist   there  is  an   SO-foot  opening  there. 

President  GALVIN— The  order  is  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee,  and  the  Chair 
recognizes    Councilor    Coffey. 

Coun.  COFFEY — All  I  want  to  say  is  that 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  said  Coffey 
is  this,  that  and  the  other  thing.  I  want  to 
bring  out  that  in  the  last  eleven  months  people 
did  not  make  a  mistake  by  electing  me,  but 
even  if  they  did,  they  went  ahead  the  follow- 
ing year  and  elected  me  as  their  councilor, 
and  1  did  no!  make  a  speech  in  East  Boston. 
s.i  I  must  have  some  friends  in  that  particular 
district. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — Mr.  Chairman,  on  a  point 
of  order.  I  thought  this  speech  was  going  to  be 
made    in     Executive    session. 

Coun.   COFFEY — I  have  the  floor,  Mr.  Presi- 
.   and   I   insist  on   answering   Commissioner 
Hyland. 

President  GALVIN— The  councilor  is  talk- 
ing on  the  point  of  personal  privilege  granted 
by     the    Council. 

Coun.  COFFEY — It  is  too  bad  you  cannot 
but  up.  Seeing  that  I  have  got  the  point 
>.f  persona]  privilege,  which  I  won't  get 
again  in  the  next  seventeen  months  from 
the  way  things  are  going,  I  might  as  well 
take  advantage  of  it.  But  in  answer  to  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner,  as  I  was  going 
on  I  said  ho  had  one  row  with  the  councilor, 
and  I  would  like  to  have  the  councilors  re- 
member this  fact, — the  statement  he  made 
in  there  that  he  doesn't  care  who  the  coun- 
cilor i-  that  says  anything,  he  will  kick  his 
head  oH  if  he  lias  to  put  the  boots  to  him. 
1  would  like  to  have  the  press  print  that,  and 
also  remind  them  he  is  one  of  Mayor  Tobin's 
appointees  and  that  he  brought  out  the  Mayor 
wa<  giving  this,  that  and  the  other  sort  of 
administration,  and  is  a  very  honest  man, 
and  so  forth.  Well,  I  would  like  to  ask, — 
which  I  didn't  get  the  chance  to  ask  Eome 
time  ago,  if  he  wouldn't  bring  those  books 
in  on  the  snow  removal  equipment  that  was 
put  on  by  the  councilors.  According  to  the 
finance  Commission's  report,  I  think  the 
Council  here  should  go  through  and  let  us 
lind  out  if  the  Finance  Commission  had  any- 
thing when  they  said  the  councilors  impeded 
the  snow  removal  work  by  demanding  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  to  put  on  enow 
removal  equipment,  put  on  trucks  and  put 
on  their  men.  I  think  there  should  be  an 
investigation  into  that,  and  I  intend  to  tile 
an    order    on    that    today. 


PRODUCTION    OF    BOOKS    OF    PUBLIC 
WORKS    COMMISSIONER. 

Coun.  COFFEY  otfered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
Public  Works  Commissioner  to  produce 
his  hooks  which  will  substantiate  the  claims  of 
the  Finance  Commission  when  thej  stated  that 
during  the  last  snowstorm  the  City  Councilors 
impeded  the  work  of  the  Public  Works  De- 
partment by  demanding  that  trucks  and  their 
constituents  be  put   to   work. 

Coun.  COFFEY^Mr.  President,  on  this 
order  all  I  have  to  say  is  something  along  the 
line  I  have  just  talked  on.  I  think  the  Public- 
Works  Commissioner  should  be  forced  by  the 
members  of  this  Council  to  produce  those  books 
to  protect  the  councilors  who  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  putting  on  of  any  snow  removal 
equipment,  or  any  trucks,  or  forcing  the  Public 
Works   Commissioner  to  put  on  any     of  their 
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hirelings  or  constituents.  I  think  if  we  do 
not  a  cloud  of  suspicion  -will  hang  over  this 
Council  Chamber  and  the  Public  Works  Cbm- 
mussioner  talks  of  honesty.  Let  us  produce 
the  books   and   see  what   is    going    on   there. 

President    GALVIN — The   order    is    referred 
to    the    Executive   Coimmittee. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

President  GALVTN — 'Councilor  WARD  mbves 
that  when   we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  on  . 
August    19. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Talking  on  the  order  of 
postponing  the  'meeting  to  August  19,  I 
think  that  the  councilors  along  with  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  have  had  plenty  of  vacation  during 
this  year  and  I  think  from  now  on  we  ought 
to  meet  until  we  go  out  of  office  a  year  from 
next  December,  and  I  hope  this  meeting  will 
he  adjourned  for  one  week  as  it  should  foe 
instead  of  until  August   19. 

The  motion  was  carried.  Coun.  COFFEY 
doubted    the   vote    and    asked    for    a    roll    call. 


On  roll  call  the  motion  to  adjourn  to  August 
19    was    carried',    yeas   H2,    nays    6 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Eniglert,  Fish,  Galvin,  Goode, 
Hurley.  Hutchinson,  Langan,  Lyons,  Scannell, 
D.    F.   Sullivan,   Taylor,   Ward— 12. 

Nays — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Coffey,  Kelly, 
Russo,   Wiekes- — 6. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  move  we  now  go  out  in 
Executive  Session,  so  we  can  act  on  this 
order  of  mine  that  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner  produce  his   books. 

President  GAUVIN— Councilor  COFFEY 
moves  we  take  a  recess  to  go  into  Executive 
Session  for  the  purpose  of  acting  on  his  order. 

The  motion  was  lost,  and  Coun.  COFFEY 
doubted   the   vote  and  asked  for  a  roll  call. 

The   order   was   ilOst,    yeas   2,   nays    18 : 

Yeas — Coun.    Coffey,    Kelly— 2. 

Nays — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Englert,  Fish, 
Galvin,  Goode,  Hurley,  Hutchinson,  Langan, 
Linehan,  Lyons,  Russo,  Scannell,  D.  F.  Sul- 
livan,  M.   H.    Sullivan,    Taylor,   Ward,    Wiekes 

—as. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  D.  F.  SUL- 
LIVAN, at  5J15  p.  m.  to  meet  on  Monday, 
August   19,   1940,   at   2   p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  August  19,  1940. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  p.  m.,  Presi- 
dent GALVIN  in  the  chair.  Absent  Coun. 
Scannell. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


APPROPRIATION  FROM  PARKMAN  FUND 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  7,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners requesting  the  transfer  of  the  sum  of 
3630,000  from  the  income  of  the  George  F.  Parkman 
Fund  to  the  Maintenance  and  Improvement  of' 
the  Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on  January  12, 
1887. 

I  submit  herewith  an  appropriation  order  and 
respectfully  recommend  its  passage  by  your 
Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  5,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston, 
Dear  Sir, —  By  vote  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners you  are  respectfully  asked  to  request 
the  City  Council  to  transfer  from  the  income  of 
the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  the  sum  of  830,000 
which  is  now  available,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  as 
follows: 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on 
January  12,  1887,  Maintenance  and 
Improvement  of $30,000 

When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  for  the 
year  1940,  a  sum  equal  to  the  total  yearly  income 
of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  was  deducted 
from  Item  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  with  the 
understanding  that  this  deduction  was  to  be  re- 
placed by  the  total  yearly  income  of  said  Parkman 
Fund  for  1940,  to  be  transferred  as  it  accrued  from 
time  to  time  during  the  year  to  the  regular  mainte- 
nance appropriation  of  the  Park  Department. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $30,000  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the  George  F. 
Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for  the  Maintenance 
and  Improvement  of  the  Common  and  Parks  in 
Existence  on  January  12,  1887,  as  follows: 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  orr 
January  12,  1887,  Maintenance  and 
Improvement  of $30,000 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER  FOR  LONG  ISLAND  HOSPITAL 
IMPROVEMENTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  7,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Since  the  onset  of  the  depression 
some  ten  years  ago  it  has  been  a  part  of  municipal 
policy,  in  order  to  ease  the  burden  of  increased 
expenditures,  in  so  far  as  it  was  possible  to  do 
so,  to  defer  what  might  otherwise  be  considered 
as  normal  repair  activity  and  property  improve- 


ment activity  until  the  day  when  improvement 
in  general  economic  conditions  would  permit 
of  these  particular  activities  dovetailing  into  a 
comprehensive  program  of  rehabilitating  city- 
owned  equipment  and  property.  The  situation 
at  the  Long  Island  Hospital  has  developed  to 
a  point  where  from  an  engineering  and  a  medical 
standpoint  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  postpone 
the  task  any  longer. 

Institutions  Commissioner  Campbell  and  Medi- 
cal Director  James  V.  Sacchetti  have  represented 
to  me  in  no  uncertain  terms  the  need  for  imme- 
diate action  that  provision  should  be  made  for 
more  adequate  laundry  facilities.  There  is  need 
in  Wards  A,  B,  C,  and  D  for  toilet  improvements 
and  conditions.  The  bakery  requires  complete 
renovation  if  adequate  standards  of  sanitation 
and  hygiene  are  to  be  maintained.  The  institu- 
tion as  a  whole  has  outgrown  its  power  facilities 
beyond  marginal  requirements.  In  Ward  6 
it  will  be  necessary  to  install  bathroom  and  showers 
and  a  system  of  ventilation,  all  of  which  are  now 
lacking. 

Because  of  the  administrative  difficulties  in- 
volved, because  the  future  of  W.  P.  A.  is  prob- 
lematical, and  because  of  other  contingencies 
such  as  defense  program  and  the  like,  and  also 
because  of  the  nature  of  the  repairs  themselves  and 
because  of  the  urgency  of  the  situation,  it  is 
desired  that  the  accompanying  order  be  given 
consideration  and  passage  by  your  Honorable 
Body.        v 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Long  Island  Hospital, 
Men's  Dormitory,  Establishment  of,  $53,350,  to 
the  appropriation  for  Long  Island  Hospital,  Special 
Improvements  and  Repairs,  $53,350. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CLEANING   PROPERTY   AT   719 
WASHINGTON   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Acting  Health  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  July  22,  1940,  concerning  the  taking  such  steps 
as  are  necessary  to  insure  that  the  property  num- 
bered 719  Washington  street,  Dorchester,  be  kept 
clean  and  free  of  rubbish. 

Respectfully, 
William  J.  Galvln,  Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Health  Department,  August  7,  1940. 
To  Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor  of  Boston. 
From  Frederick  J.  Bailey,  M.  D.,  Acting  Commis- 
sioner, Health  Department. 
Subject:  Washington  Street  and  Dunbar  Avenue, 
Dorchester. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  your  communica- 
tion of  July  31,  1940,  transmitting  to  this  depart- 
ment City  Council  order  of  July  22,  1940: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Health  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  take 
such  steps  as  are  necessary  to  insure  that  the  prop- 
erty numbered  719  Washington  street,  Dorchester 
(corner  of  Washington  street  and  Dunbar  avenue), 
be  kept  clean  and  free  of  rubbish  or  anything 
that  will  have  an  adverse  effect  upon  the  well- 
being,  health  or  contentment  of  the  residents  of 
the  district,  especially  those  adjacent  to  the  said 
property." 

Inspection  of  this  area  has  been  made  by  the 
Housing  and  Sanitation  Division  of  this  depart- 
ment and  the  owner  has  been  notified  to  remedy 
the  unsightly  condition. 

We  have  been  informed  that  the  Atlantic 
Refining  Company  contemplate  the  erection  of  a 
gas  station  on  this  lot  for  which  a  hearing  is 
scheduled  on  August  19. 

The  unsightly  conditions  will  be  corrected  after 
the  date  of  the  hearing,  August  19. 

This  matter  will   receive  the  attention   of  this 
department  until  conditions  are  satisfactory. 
Frederick  J.  Bailey,  M.  D., 
Acting  Health  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 
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RESURFACING   NEVADA   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  August  5,  1940,  concerning  the  resurfacing  with 
smooth  pavement  of  Nevada  street,  Ward  17. 
Respectfully, 
William  J.  Galvin,  Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

August  16.  1940. 
To  Mr.  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's 

Office. 
From  George  G.   Hyland,   Commissioner,   Public. 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Resurfacing  of  Nevada  Street,  Ward  17. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner    of    Public    AVorks    resurface    with 
smooth  pavement  Nevada  street,  Ward  17. 

The  portion  of  Nevada  street,  between  Fair- 
mount  street  and  Wilmington  avenue,  will  be  sub- 
mitted for  approval  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project  at  a 
later  date. 

George  G.  Hvland. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


REDUCTION  OF  FARES  ON  SUMMER  BUS 
LINES. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  August  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
President  and  General  Manager  of  the  Bi 
Elevated  Railway  Company  relative  to  your 
order  of  July  22,  1940,  concerning  the  reducing  the 
fare  on  the  summer  bus  lines  to  the  beaches  from 
ten  cents  to  five  cents. 

Respectfully, 
William  J.  Galvin,  Acting  Mayor. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company, 

August  15,  1940. 

Mr.  William  T.  Dovle. 

Chief  Clerk.  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — The  trustees  have  considered  the 
request  in  the  order  of  the  City  Council  received 
with  your  letter  of  July  31  that  the  fare  on  the  four 
summer  bus  lines  operated  to  Columbia  Station 
(Carson  Beach)  be  reduced  to  five  cents. 

These  lines  have  been  only  lightly  patronized, 
except  on  hot  days,  and  the  service  would  noi  be 
self-supporting  on  a  five-cent  fare.  The  trustees, 
therefore,  do  not  feel  that  they  can  consistently 
accede  to  the  request. 

Very  truly  yours. 

Edward  Dana, 
President  and  General  Manager. 
Placed  on  file. 


BENCHES   ALONG    STRANDWAY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to  your 
order  of  August  5,  1940,  concerning  the  repairing 
of  the  benches  along  the  Strandway,  Columbus 
Park  and  Marine  Park  in  South  Boston. 
Respectfully, 
William  J.  Galvin,  Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston. 
Park  Department,  August  10.  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle. 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  August 
8  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council,  that 
the  Park  Department  repair  the  benches  along 
the  Strandway,  Columbus  Park  and  Marine  Park, 
South  Boston. 


Please   be   informed    this    order    will   be   given 
every  consideration.     Our  own  forces  are  repairing 
these  seats  now,  as  fast  as  they  can  possibly  do  so. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK    ON    FOURTH    STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  July  22,  1940,  concerning  the  installation 
of  granolithic  sidewalks  on  both  sides  of  Fourth 
street,  from  B  to  D  streets,  Ward  6,  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project. 

Respectfully, 
William  J.  Galvin.  Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston. 
Public  Works  Department. 

August  16.  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle.  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From  George  G.   Hyland,   Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Installation  of  Granolithic  Sidewalks  on 
Fourth  Street. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  install  granolithic 
sidewalks  on  both  sides  of  Fourth  street,  from 
B  to  D  streets,  Ward  6.  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  work  will  be  sub- 
mitted for  approval  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project  at  a 
later  date. 

George  G.  Hyland. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  of  file. 


BUS  SERVICE  FROM   HYDE  SQUARE  AND 
BRIGHAM  CIRCLE  TO  BEACHES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor.  August  19.  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
President  and  Genera]  .Manager  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  relative  to  your  order 
of  July  22,  1940.  concerning  the  inaugurating  a  bus 
service  to  the  South  Boston  beaches  from  Hyde 
Square  and  Brigham  Circle  in  Ward  10  with  a 
five-cent  fare  privilege. 

Respectfully. 
Willi  im  J.  G  vlvin.  Acting  Mayor. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company. 

August  15,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Dovle. 

Chief  Clerk.  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  your  letter  of  July  31. 
the  trustee-  have  given  consideration  to  the  request 
of  the  City  Council  that  bus  service  be  operated  to 
the  South  Boston  beaches  from  Hyde  Square  and 
Brigham  Circle  with  a  live-cent  fare  privilege. 

We  have  been  experimenting  this  summer  with 
four  bus  lines  operating  to  Columbia  Station 
(Carson  Beach).  They  have  been  only  lightly 
patronized   except    on    hot   days. 

It  is  not  believed  that  the  additional  beach 
lines  suggested  by  the  Council  would  be  self- 
supporting  on  a  five-cent  fare,  and  in  view  of  the 
lateness  of  the  season,  the  trustees  do  not  feel  that 
they  can  consistently  accede  to  the  request. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Edward  Dana. 
President  and  General  Manager. 
Placed  on  file. 


BLEACHERS    AT     PARKER     HILL     PLAY- 
GROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   August    19,    1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to  your  order 
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of  July  22,  1940,  concerning  the  erecting  of  bleachers 
at  the  Parker  Hill  Playground,  Ward  10,  as  a 
W.  P.  A.  project. 

Respectfully, 
William  J.  Galvin,  Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park    Department,    August    2,     1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  ,Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  July  31, 
with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council,  con- 
cerning the  erection  of  bleachers  on  the  Parker  Hill 
Playground. 

There  was  so  much  objection  from  the  neighbors 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  about  ballplaying  on  the 
Parker  Hill  Playground, — the  construction  of 
bleachers  would  necessarily  make  the  playing  area 
somewhat  smaller  than  we  have  at  the  present 
time. 

I  will  be  pleased,  however,  to  make  a  personal 
investigation  of  this,  with  the  possibility  of  comply- 
ing with  the  councilor's  request. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


MATRON  AT  ROBERTS  FIELD  HOUSE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   August   19,    1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to  your  order 
of  August  5,  1940,  concerning  the  assigning  of  a 
matron  to  the  Roberts  Field  House,  Ward  17,  and 
the  opening  of  the  girls'  side. 

Respectfully, 
William  J.  Galvin,  Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
>  Park    Department,    August    14,    1940. 

William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  August 
8,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council, 
relative  to  the  assigning  of  a  matron  to  the  Roberts 
Field  House,  Ward  17,  and  the  opening  of  the  girls' 
side. 

Due  to  the  shortage  of  help  in  this  department, 
it  is  impossible  to  open  all  the  field  houses  on  the 
various  playgrounds,  but  I  will,  however,  assign 
a  pianist  on  Wednesday,  August  14,  and  will  keep 
her  there  as  long  as  we  possibly  can. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING    CAPEN   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  August  5,  1940,  concerning  the  resurfacing 
with  smooth  pavement  of  Capen  street,  Ward  17, 
between  Wilmington  avenue  and  Fairmount  street. 
Respectfully, 
William  J.  Galvin,  Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

August  13,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    George    G.    Hyland,    Commissioner,  Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Resurfacing  Capen  Street,  Ward  17, 
Wilmington  Avenue  to  Fairmount  Street. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  with 
smooth  pavement  Capen  street,  Ward  17,  between 
Wilmington  avenue  and  Fairmount  street. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  portion  of  Capen 
street  is  a  private  way  and  no  construction  work 
can  be  undertaken  until  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners, Room  401,  City  Hall  Annex,  have  sent 
this  department  an  official  notice  of  the  acceptance 
of  this  street. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


QUOIT-PLAYING      AT     ROBERTS     FIELD 
PLAYGROUND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to  your 
order  of  July  31,  1940,  concerning  the  changing 
the  present  arrangement  of  the  quoit-playing 
quarters  at  Roberts  Field  Playground,  Ward  17. 
Respectfully, 
William  J.  Galvin,  Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  7,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  July  31, 
with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  to 
change  the  present  arrangement  of  the  quoit- 
playing  pitch  at  the  Roberts  Field  Playground,  etc. 

Please  be  informed  that  the  present  location  of 
the  quoit  pitch  is  along  the  southerly  boundary 
of  the  Roberts  Playground.  Naturally  it  is 
relatively  close  to  a  Softball  diamond.  Any  other 
location  within  the  large  athletic  field  would  have 
the  same  objection,  as  either  hard  or  soft  ball  is 
played  on  the  four  corners  of  the  field.  One  other 
location  is  in  the  rear  of  the  private  properties 
fronting  on  Washington  street  and  there  would 
be  objection  from  the  abutters.  Furthermore, 
quoit  players  do  not  want  to  play  in  this  section. 

Unless  the  objection  from  the  property  owners  on 
Washington  street  can  be  removed  the  pitch  will 
have  to  stay  where  it  is. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


JOSIAH   H.  BENTON   ESTATE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Law  Department  in  answer  to  your  order  of 
-June  10,  1940,  concerning  the  settlement  of  a 
claim  of  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library  against 
the  trustee  of  the  estate  of  Josiah  H.  Benton. 
Respectfully, 
William  J.  Galvin,  Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  July  20,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, —  In  a  memorandum  from 
your  office  dated  June  18  you  sent  for  considera- 
tion and  report  the  order' passed  in  the  City  Coun- 
cil on  June  10,  reading  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  refuse 
to  accept  the  proposed  settlement  with  Arthur  F. 
Clarke." 

I  assume  that  this  refers  to  the  proceedings 
which  were  pending  in  the  Suffolk  Probate  Court 
in  connection  with  the  estate  of  Josiah  H.  Benton, 
in  which  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  as  a  beneficiary  under  the  will,  had 
a  claim  of  approximately  $100,000  against  the 
trustee  Arthur  F.  Clarke  because  of  the  disallow- 
ance of  various  items  in  his  accounts  as  determined 
by  a  decree  dated  April  9,  1938. 

Before  the  Council's  order  was  passed  the 
trustor's  of  the  Library,  after  careful-consideration 
of  the  whole  matter  :i nd  negotiations  with  other 
parties  who  had  claims  against  Mr-  Clarke  or 
were  interested  in  this  one,  authorized  a  settlement 
of  the  probate  proceedings  subject  to  approval  of 
the  Probate  Court,  by  which  the  claimants  would 
receive  a  cash  distribution  equivalent  to  the  entire 
amount  of  Mr.  Clarke's  assets,  Hi''  cash  being 
mode  available  by  contributions  by  his  son  who 
was  under  no  liability.  The  proportion  of  this 
cash  distributable  to  the  trustees  of  the  Library 
was  later  determined  to  the  $18,210.  Therein  i  i 
the  trustees  of  the  Library,  having  before  them 
the  approval  of  the  Probate  Court,  t  lie  assent  of 
the  Attorney-General  and  the   Rector  of  Trinity 
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Church  (who  was  also  a  beneficiary),  the  settle- 
ment on  the  same  basis  by  another  claimant 
against  Mr.  Clarke,  and  an  agreement  by  Mr. 
Clarke  to  pay  over  proportionate  amounts  of 
any  substantial  property  received  by  him  there- 
after, and  also  having  before  them  the  Council's 
order,  executed  an  assent  to  allowance  of  an 
account  showing  this  distribution,  and  received 
a  cash  payment  of  $18,210. 

This  distribution  was  made  to  the  trustees  of 
the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston,  as  a 
separate  corporation  established  under  chapter 
114  of  the  Acts  of  1878.  That  corporation  and 
not  the  City  of  Boston  was  the  beneficiary  under 
the  will.  Any  decision  as  to  the  best  method  of 
settling  a  controversy  concerning  a  bequest  of 
this  kind  would  be  for  the  trustees,  in  their  capacity 
as  such  a  corporation,  acting  according  to  their 
best  judgment  and  upon  such  advice  as  they  might 
wish  to  obtain.  That  was  the  method  which  was 
followed. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  circumstances  it  would 
seem  that  the  order  of  the  City  Council  is  in- 
applicable. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Robert  H.  Hopkins, 
Assistant  Corporation  Counsel. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC   CIRCLE  AT   POND   STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order  of 
July  22,  1940,  concerning  the  establishing  of  a 
traffic  circle  at  Pond  street  and  the  Arborway, 
Jamaica  Plain. 

Respectfully, 
William  J.  Galvin,  Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  August  7,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order  dated  July  22,  1940,  which  reads  as  follows: 
"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
establish  a  traffic  circle  at  Pond  street  and  the 
Arborway,  Jamaica  Plain." 

Studies  and  plans  of  a  traffic  circle  at  Arborway 
and  Pond  street  have  been  made.  It  is  our 
understanding  that  Park  Commissioner  William 
P.  Long  will  have  this  circle  constructed  under  a 
W.  P.  A.  grant. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hicket,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


LOUD    SPEAKERS    AT    L    STREET    BATH 
HOUSE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  ai  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to  your 
order  of  July  22,  1940,  concerning  the  installation 
of  a  loud-speaking  system  at  the  L  Street  Bath 
House  in  South  Boston. 

Respectfully, 
William  J.  Galvin,  Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  5,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  July  31, 
with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  that 
the    Park    Department    install    a    loud-speaking 
system  at  L  Street. 

This  matter  has  been  brought  up  again  and 
again  and  it  has  always  been  objected  to  very 
strenuously  by  the  people  who  use  L  Street,  as  it 
would  be  a  painful  infliction  on  the  ears  of  the 
majority  of  the  regular  visitants  of  that  place. 


They  not  only  get  the  benefit  of  the  air,  the  sun 
and  the  water,  and  they  are  not  compelled  to 
submit  to  any  annoyance  from  any  other  person, 
and  have  the  right,  under  the  Park  Rules  and 
Regulations,  to  expect  freedom  from  loud  noises 

I  feel  that  a  loud  speaker  at  this  spot  would  be 
detrimental  to  the  Park  Department  and  would 
give  it  a  Coney  Island  effect. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


HOUSING    PROJECT    IN   ORCHARD    PARK 
SECTION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Boston  Housing  Authority  Chairman  relative  to 
your  order  of  June  24,  1940,  concerning  the  con- 
sideration as  a  second  site  for  a  Federal  Housing 
Project  that  area  of  Roxbury  known  as  the  Orchard 
Park  section  of  Ward  8. 

Respectfully, 
William  J.  Galvin,  Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Boston  Housing  Authority,  August  16,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — This  will  acknowledge  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  recent  date,  concerning  the  City 
Council  order  of  June  24,  1940, — 

"That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  be  re- 
quested to  consider  as  a  second  site  for  a  Federal 
Housing  Project  that  area  of  Roxbury  known  as 
the  Orchard  Park  section  of  Ward  8." 

You  are  respectfully  advised  that  this  Authority 
will  give  every  consideration  to  the  development 
of  a  housing  project  in  the  area  suggested. 
Respectfully, 
John  A.  Bkeen,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


CLEANING   O'REILLY   AND    COLLINS 

STATUES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Boston  Art  Commission  Chairman  relative 
to  your  order  of  August  5,  1940,  concerning  the 
cleaning  up  and  remedying  any  defects  in  the 
statues  of  John  Boyle  O'Reilly  and  P.  A.  Collins. 
Respectfully, 
William  J.  Galvin,  Acting  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Art  Commission,  August  15,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Subject:  City  Council  Order  of  August  5.   1940, 
Concerning  the  Cleaning  Up  and  Remedying 
Anv   Defect   in   the   Statues   of   John   Boyle 
O'Reilly  and  P.  A.  Collins. 
Report: 

For  cleaning  and  refinishing  the  heroic  bronze 
bust  of  John  Boyle  O'Reilly,  size  approximately 
34  inches  high  by  27  inches  wide,  we  have  ob- 
tained the  satisfactory  figure  from  T.  F.  McGann 
&  Sons  Company  of  fifty-five  (55)  dollars. 

For  cleaning  and  refinishing  the  heroic  bronze 
bust  of  Patrick  A.  Collins,  size  approximately 
38  inches  high  by  28  inches  wide,  we  have  ob- 
tained the  satisfactory  figure  from  T.  F.  McGann 
&  Sons  Company  of  seventy-five  (75)  dollars. 

We   recommend    that    the    work,    to    the    total 
amount  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  (130)  dollars, 
be  done,  and  suggest  that  the  sum  be  taken  from 
the    Coppenhagen     Fund     income,     which     now 
amounts  to  $5,691.70,  by  order  of  the  Mayor. 
Respectfully, 
Robert  P.  Bellows,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 
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RESURFACING   HOOPER  STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  August  5,  1940,  concerning  the  resurfacing  with 
smooth  pavement  of  Hooper  street,  Ward  17. 
Respectfully, 
William  J.  Galvin,  Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

August  13.  1940. 
To    William    T.     Doyle,     Chief    Clerk,  Mayor's 

Office. 
From    George    G.    Hyland,    Commissioner,  Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Resurfacing  of  Hooper  Street,  Ward  17. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  with 
smooth  pavement  Hooper  street,  Ward  17. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  street  has  been  recom- 
mended for  resurfacing  by  the  district  foreman  and 
I  will  have  same  submitted  for  approval  on  a 
W.  P.  A.  project  at  a  later  date. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING   SOUTHERN   AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  August  5,  1940,  concerning  the  resurfacing  with 
smooth  pavement  of  Southern  avenue,  from  Wash- 
ington street  to  Talbot  avenue,  Ward  17. 
Respectfully, 
William  J.  Galvin,  Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

August  13,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    George    G.    Hyland,  Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Resurfacing  Southern  Avenue,  Washing- 
ton Street  to  Talbot  Avenue,  Ward  17. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  with 
smooth  pavement  Southern  avenue,  from  Wash- 
ington street  to  Talbot  avenue,  Ward  17. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  street  has  been 
recommended  for  resurfacing  by  the  district  fore- 
man and  I  will  have  same  submitted  for  approval 
on  a  W.  P.  A.  project  at  a  later  date. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


BENCHES     AT     RINGER     PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Park    Department    Chairman    relative    to    your 
order  of  August  5,  1940,  concerning  the  installation 
of  benches  on  the  Ringer  Playground,  Ward  21. 
Respectfully, 
William  J.  Galvin,  Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  12,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  August 
8,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council,  that 
the    Park    Commission    be    requested    to    install 
benches  on  the  Ringer  Playground,  Ward  21. 

Investigation  will  be  made  and  if  it  is  possible 
to  comply  with  the  request,  it  will  be  a  pleasure. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 
Mariannina    Cappucci,    for    compensation    for 
injuries   caused   by   an   alleged   defect   at   Faneuil 
Hall  Market, 

Thomas  E.  Charlton,  to  be  reimbursed  for  exe- 
cution issued  against  him. 

Owen  J.  Connolly,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  alleged  defect  in  East  Boston 
Tunnel. 

Sadie  Daniels,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  7  Tolman  street,  caused  by  opening  of 
flood  gates,  Garvey  Playground. 

Henry  H.  Davis,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Glenville  avenue. 

Vitale  DeMarco,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
and  damage  to  property  by  dump  cart. 

Barbara  V.  Evans,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Clara  E.  Fitzpatrick,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  367  Neponset  avenue,  caused 
by  broken  water  pipes. 

Martin  J.  Giovennella,  to  be  reimbursed  as 
result  of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  per- 
formance of  duty. 

Philip  Goodman,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  wagon. 

Irving  J.  Hahn,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  car. 

Donald  H.  Hillay,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Massachusetts 
avenue. 

Mary  E.  Johnson,  for  refund,  on  second-hand 
license  fee. 

Henry  Kalopioski,  for  compensation  for  loss 
of  shoes  and  overcoat  at  Deer  Island. 

Samuel  Kunen,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

Louis  C.  LaBella,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  dump  cart. 

Sophie  Lawrence,  for  refund  on  sign  permit. 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Lee,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  alleged  defect  at  274  Adams  street. 

Lewis  of  Lynn,  Inc.,  for  refund  on  sign  permit. 

March  Realty  Company,  Inc.,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  40-44  Genesee  street, 
caused  by  broken  hydrant. 

New  England  Transportation  Company,  for 
-  refund  on  Sumner  Tunnel  tickets. 

William  H.  Norton,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

William  H.  Norton,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of  duty. 

Elizabeth  L.  Nuehart,  to  be  paid  for  wages  due 
at  City  Hospital. 

Lillian  S.  0'Connell,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  53  Bayswater  street,  caused  by 
defective  water  meter. 

Philip  E.  Pritchard,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  alleged  defect  at  Arnold 
Arboretum. 

Mary  A.  Rock,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Franklin  Park  Golf 
Club. 

David  Sandberg,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  8  Bunker  Hill  street,  caused  by 
negligent  shutting  off  of  water. 

Elizabeth  Scamporino,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  car. 

Annie  Segal,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received,  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Geneva 
avenue  and  Josephine  street. 

Arthur  R.  Smith,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  41  Atkins  street,  Brighton,  caused 
by  water  on  roof. 

Mary  A.  Henderson,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  2064  Dorchester  avenue, 
caused  by  water  being  shut  off. 

Licenses. 

Petition  of  Oakdale  Community  Garage  Bus 
Line  for  license  to  operate  motor  vehicles  between 
Wolcott  Square  and  Logan  Square. 

Pepsi-Cola  Bottling  Company,  for  driveway 
opening  at  475  Western  avenue. 

Edmund  J.  O'Rourke,  for  driveway  opening  on 
Dorchester  avenue. 

City  of  Boston,  Daniel  M.  Driscoll,  for  driveway 
opening  at  98-104  Water  street,  Charlestown. 

Augustus  Hemenway  Trustees,  for  driveway 
opening  at  Atlantic   avenue  and   Summer  street. 
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Heirs  of  Joshua  Bennett,  for  driveway  opening 
at  Cambridge  street. 

Stanley  Blenstrub,  for  driveway  opening  at  500 
and  502  Western  avenue. 

Executive. 
Petition  of  Clara  O'Keefe  to  be  paid  an  annuity 
on  account  of  death  of  Cornelius  J.  O'Keefe,  late 
member  of  the  Fire  Department. 


ABBOTT  LAWRENCE  ESTATE. 

Notice    was    received    from  the  trustees   of  the 
Abbott  Lawrence  Estate  of  petition  for  instructions. 
Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLE'S   BOND. 

The  constable's  bond  of  Jacob  Levine,  having 
been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  was 
received  and  approved. 


FINANCE  COMMISSION  REPORT  ON 
POULTRY  PERMIT  AT  11  LEWIS 
STREET,   EAST   BOSTON. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  August  12,  1940. 
The  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  Under  date  of  June  10,  1940, 
Councilor  Coffey  of  East  Boston  introduced  an 
order  in  the  City  Council  requesting  the  Finance 
Commission  to  investigate  the  issue  of  a  permit 
for  a  poultry  slaughterhouse  at  No.  11  Lewis 
street,  East  Boston.  On  June  24  this  order  was 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  Council. 

The  request  for  the  investigation  contained  no 
charges  of  any  description.  However,  in  tlie 
debates  in  the  Council  which  preceded  the  adop- 
tion of  this  older,  the  sponsor  of  the  order,  Coun- 
cilor Coffey,  made  statements  charging  that  a 
large  sum  of  money  had  been  paid  for  the  perm i  1 
by  the  licensees  and  that  others  had  been  denied 
a  similar  permit  because  they  were  unable  or  un- 
willing to  pay  a  large  sum  of  money  for  it.  The 
Finance  Commission  elected  to  investigate  the 
matter  at  public  hearings  and  to  give  all  who  had 
testimony  to  offer  the  opportunity  to  do  so. 

The  commission,  therefore,  held  public  hearings 
in  the  Council  Chamber  on  July  2,  3  and  5,  1940, 
at  which  eighteen  witnesses  testified.  Many 
members  of  your  body  were  present  at  one  or 
more  of  these  hearings  and  heard  much  of  the 
testimony.  The  important  features  of  it  were 
reported  in  the  daily  press.  Nevertheless,  the 
commission  believes  recital  of,  and  comment  on, 
the  principal  issues  should  be  incorporated  in  the 
public  record.  Accordingly,  the  commission  here- 
with relates  in  narrative  form  the  material  facts 
developed  and  expresses  certain  conclusions  in- 
cident thereon. 

The  premises  at  No.  11  Lewis  street,  East 
Boston,  are  owned  by  the  National  Dock  and 
Warehouse  Company,  represented  by  Edmund  D. 
Codman.  Since  1913  they  have  been  used,  with 
infrequent  vacancies,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping, 
killing  and  selling  live  poultry.  In  order  that 
they  may  be  so  used,  it  is  necessary  that  a  license 
be  issued,  and  it  has  been  the  practice  for  some 
years  for  the  Health  Commissioner  of  the  City  of 
Boston  to  issue  such  licenses. 

Originally  the  license  of  the  Lewis  street  premises 
was  issued  to  Abraham  Greenberg  —  probably  in 
1913.  In  1928  a  dispute  arose  in  the  Greenberg 
family  which,  after  court  action,  was  settled  in 
1930  and  the  license  issued  to  certain  members  of 
the  family  entitled  thereto  pursuant  to  the  decree 
entered  on  the  settlement  of  the  controversy. 
On  October  22,  1934,  this  license  was  revoked, 
and  since  that  time  no  member  of  the  Greenberg 
family  has  been  a  record  licensee  of  the  premises. 

A  license  was  next  issued  to  Mr.  Codman  and 
Glick  Brothers  jointly.  This  license  was  later 
revoked  on  account  of  unsanitary  conditions.  A 
license  was  later  issued  to  Mr.  Codman  and  one 
Antonio  Buccolo  jointly. 

According  to  the  testimony  of  Doctor  Mul- 
lowney,  then  Deputy  Commissioner  in  charge  of 
the  Food  and  Drug  Division  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment, the  license  to  Codman  and  Buccolo  was 
issued  on  condition  that  Philip  Greenberg,  the  son 


of  Abraham,  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
business.  Doctor  Mullowney  testified  that  he 
subsequently  determined  that  this  condition  was 
being  violated,  and  revoked  the  license  on  August  1 , 
1939. 

Philip  Greenberg  testified  that  in  September, 
1939,  he  sought  the  aid  of  Councilor  Coffey  to 
procure  the  reissue  of  a  license  to  him,  and  that 
the  councilor  said  to  him,  "I  will  see  what  I  can 
do  for  you  and  it  won't  cost  you  one  cent." 
Greenberg  further  testified  that  Councilor  Coffey 
"got  in  touch  with  Mr.  Codman"  and  that  Coffey 
later  reported  to  him  that  Mr.  Codman  had 
"  made  some  deal  with  some  other  people  and 
they  were  going  to  give  me  (Greenberg)  a  job." 

Councilor  Coffey  in  his  testimony  confirms  the 
fact  that  Greenberg  approached  him  "to  help  him 
secure  a  slaughterhouse  permit  in  East  Boston." 
But  Councilor  Coffey  takes  issue  with  Greenberg 
on  the  character  of  his  reply.  According  to  the 
councilor,  he  told  Greenberg  that  if  he  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  tlie  issue  of  a  permit  for  a 
slaughterhouse  in  East  Boston,  he  (Coffey) 
would  oppose  it.  Coffey  testified  that  he  never 
changed  his  attitude  thereafter, 

Greenberg  testified  that  Coffey  told  him  that 
"new  people"  were  going  to  get  the  license.  This 
statement  was  made  in  the  early  part  of  1940, 
according  to  Greenberg,  who  in  cross-examination 
again  Mated  that  the  councilor  had  seen  Mr. 
Codman  and  got  this  information  from  him. 

Mr.  ('oilman  testified  that  Doctor  Mullowney 
had  told  him  that  "he  (Doctor  Mullowney)  would 
not  give  either  of  the  Greenbergs  a  license,  nor 
would  he  give  a  Incuse  to  anybody  with  whom 
Greenberg  might  associate  himself."  It  seems  a 
not  unreasonable  conclusion  from  the  foregoing 
that  Mr.  Codman  refused  to  waste  time  negotiating 
with  Greenberg  for  a  lease  of  the  premises,  told 
Councilor  Coffey  so,  and  that  the  latter  relayed 
the  information  to  Greenberg  and  thereafter 
ed  to  interest  himself  in  attempting  to  secure 
a  license  for  Greenberg. 

A  license  was  issued  May  14,  1940,  to  Jacob 
Furman  and  Edmund  D.  Codman.  According  to 
the  testimony,  the  circumstances  leading  up  to 
and  surrounding  the  issue  of  this  license  were  as 
follows: 

In  1920,  A.  B.  Keade  Company  petitioned  to 
have  the  location  of  their  poultry  slaughterhouse, 
then  on  the  water  side  of  Commercial  street, 
changed  to  the  land  side  at  No.  .368  Commercial 
street.  Permission  was  granted,  but  according  to 
Doctor  Mullowney's  testimony  petitions  for  relief 
were  presented  against  the  new  location  from 
time  to  time  by  the  inhabitants  of  Snow  Hill 
street,  directly  back  of  the  premises.  These 
petitioners  complained  that  the  slaughtering 
business  constituted  a  nuisance  to  them  in  the 
summer  time.  As  a  result,  the  license  was  tem- 
porarily suspended  on  three  separate  occasions. 

Finally,  in  1939,  the  conditions  not  having 
improved,  Doctor  Mullowney  determined  to  have 
a  bearing  with  a  view  to  the  final  revocation  of 
the  license.  At  this  hearing  the  A.  B.  Reade 
Company  was  respresented  by  Charles  F.  Hilly 
of  11  Beacon  street,  office  associate  of  Simon  H. 
Kugell,  usual  counsel  for  the  company.  Conse- 
quent upon  this  hearing,  the  license  was  revoked 
or  suspended  on  or  about  September  26,  1939. 

According  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Hilly  it 
was  his  understanding  that  at  the  time  the  Com- 
mercial street  license  was  revoked  the  Health 
Department  officials  agreed  that  the  license  might 
be  transferred  to  the  first  vacancy  satisfactory  to 
the  A.  B.  Reade  Company  in  an  assigned  location 
for  poultry  slaughtering.  Doctor  Mullowney 
testified  that  all  he  had  agreed  to  was  to  give 
the  A.  B.  Reade  Company  a  preference  in  the 
granting  of  the  license  in  the  event  of  such  satis- 
factory vacancy. 

Not  long  thereafter  Jacob  Furman  who,  with 
his  brother  Harry,  was  doing  business  under  the 
A.  B.  Reade  Company  name,  ascertained  that 
the  Lewis  street  premises  were  vacant;  and  Mr. 
Kugell,  his  attorney,  thereafter  called  on  Mr.  Cod- 
man for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a  lease.  After 
a  little  delay,  Mr.  Codman  agreed  to  give  the 
A.  B.  Reade  Company  an  option  to  rent  the  Lewis 
street  premises,  and  as  a  part  of  the  transaction 
agreed  to  apply  with  Jacob  Furman  for  a  poultry 
slaughtering  license.  Mr.  Kugell  and  Mr.  Cod- 
man both  agreed  that  Mr.  Codman  had  insisted, 
and  Mr.  Kugell  had  promised,  that  no  graft  was 
to  be  paid  in  connection  with  the  issue  of  the 
license.  Mr.  Codman  testified  that  he  based 
this  requirement  not  on  any  specific  knowledge 
but  simply  on  "vague  talk." 
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Mr.  Hilly  testified  that  he  prepared  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Health  Department  an  application 
by  Codman  and  Furman  for  a  license  for  No.  11 
Lewis  street.  According  to  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Kugell,  he  was  told  that  the  Lewis  street 
location  was  satisfactory  to  the  Health  Depart- 
ment, but  that  "in  order  to  finally  get  the  permit 
through,  it  would  be  necessary  to  obtain  the 
Mayor's  approval  under  the  so-called  nuisance 
licenses." 

Apparently,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Health 
Department,  this  requirement  that  the  Mayor 
approve  the  location  before  a  license  be  issued  is 
without  legal  sanction.  Doctor  Mullowney  tes- 
tified in  this  connection  as  follows:  "1  don't 
know  of  any  requirement  except  that  the  Health 
Commissioner  would  not  make  an  assignment  of  a 
location  like  that  or  give  a  transfer  for  the  con- 
duct of  such  a  business  without  consulting  the 
Mayor.  I  know  if  I  were  Health  Commissioner. 
I  would  not  do  it,  but  there  is  no  provision  at  all 
that  I  know  of." 

The  approval  of  the  Mayor  was  not  forthcoming 
immediately.  Mr.  Kugell  testified  that  he  "made 
attempts  to  get  the  Mayor's  office  through  ap- 
pointments and  was  unsuccessful."  Finally,  at  a 
time  when  Joseph  V.  Carroll,  an  attorney,  with 
offices  at  No.  31  Milk  street,  Boston,  was  in  con- 
sultation on  another  matter  with  Mr.  Kugell,  the 
latter  asked  Mr.  Carroll's  advice  as  to  who  might 
be  able  to  get  word  from  the  Mayor's  office.  Mr. 
Carroll  suggested  his  office  associate,  Frank ,  J. 
Burke,  Special  Justice  of  the  Boston  Municipal 
Court.  Judge  Burke  was  interviewed  by  Mr. 
Kugell  and  later  talked  to  Furman  and  then 
interviewed  Mayor  Tobin.  Judge  Burke  testified 
that  the  Mayor  said,  "In  the  event  that  I  decide 
to  allow  this  to  be  issued,  I  will  want  to  see  the 
place  before  that."  In  December,  1939,  Judge 
Burke  saw  the  Mayor  again,  who  said  "he  was 
sorry  he  had  not  had  a  chance  to  view  the  place, 
but  just  as  soon  as  he  could  he  would  do  so." 

Shortly  thereafter  Judge  Burke  was  taken  ill. 
Thereafter  numerous  delays  occurred;  the  Mayor 
went  to  Florida,  the  St.  Valentine's  Day  blizzard 
"came  along,"  and  without  Judge  Burke  to  call  it 
to  his  attention,  the  Mayor's  inspection  was 
postponed. 

Mr.  Carroll  also  went  to  Florida  and  on  his 
return [  was  informed  by  Mr.  Kugell  that  the 
license  had  not  been  granted.  Mr.  Carroll  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  Mayor  in  which  he  outlined  all  the 
facts  and  referred  to  Judge  Burke's  illness,  and 
requested  a  definite  answer  as  to  whether  the 
permit  would  be  issued. 

Several  mornings  later,  Mr.  Carroll  received  a 
telephone  call  from  the  Mayor's  secretary  saying 
the  matter  would  be  attended  to  shortly.  Not 
long  after  Judge  Burke  telephoned  him  that  he 
understood  the  license  had  been  issued  and  Mr. 
Carroll,  after  confirming  this  information,  paid 
the  fee  of  $25,  obtained  the  license,  and  gave  it  to 
Mr.  Kugell.     The  license  was  dated  May  14,  1940. 

There  was  testimony  of  a  conflicting  character 
introduced  by  three  witnesses  as  to  conversations 
which  occurred  or  which  did  not  occur  during  the 
period  prior  to  the  issue  of  the  license.  Mr.  Kugell 
testified  that  on  at  least  two  occasions  Furman 
had  told  him  that  Greenberg  had  been  to  see 
Furman  and  told  him  that  if  he  wanted  the  license 
he  had  better  see  Councilor  Coffey.  Mr.  Kugell 
testified  that  he  advised  his  client  against  doing  so. 
Harry  Furman  testified  as  follows  concerning  a 
conversation  with  Greenberg:  "He  asked  me  if  I 
wanted  the  place  open  and  I  would  give  Coffey 
$500 — once  he  said  $500,  once  he  said  $300 — that's 
his  conversation  that  he  always  had  with  me. 
This  Greenberg  is  only  gossip." 

Greenberg  testified,  "I  talked  with  Mr.  Furman. 
I  said,  'What's  the  matter,  it  takes  so  long  to  get 
the  license?  The  months  go  by  since  the  first  of 
the  year.'  I  says,  'Why  don't  you  go  and  see 
Coffey  and  he  can  hurry  it  along?'  That's  all 
I  said."  There  is  no  testimony  of  Jacob  Furman 
on  this  point.  There  is  no  evidence  that  Mr. 
Coffey  authorized  Mr.  Greenberg  to  speak  for  him 
or  knew  what  was  said,  if  anything. 

The  fees  which  were  paid  by  the  Furmans, 
according  to  the  testimony  of  the  recipients  and 
Furman,  were  as  follows: 

Charles  F.  Hilly,  $100  on  account.  Hilly  and 
Kugell  testified  that  $150  more  is  due  Hilly  for 
services  in  connection  with  the  revocation  of  the 
Commercial  street  license  and  in  connection  with 
the  application  for  the  Lewis  street  license  up  to 
about  October  1,  1939,  when  his  services  ceased. 


Simon  H.  Kugell,  $100  on  account.  Kugell 
testified  that  $150  more  is  due  for  his  services 
largely,  if  not  wholly,  in  connection  with  the 
granting  of  the  Lewis  street  license.  Jacob  Fur- 
man admitted  this  further  liability. 

Frank  J.  Burke,  $500  for  his  services  in  con- 
nection with  the  granting  of  the  Lewis  street 
license. 

Joseph  V.  Carroll,  $200  for  his  services  in  connec- 
tion with  the  granting  of  the  Lewis  street  license. 
He  also  received  reimbursement  of  the  $25  paid 
for  the  license. 

Hearsay  evidence  of  an  indefinite  nature  was 
also  introduced  by  various  witnesses  alleging  a 
total  payment  of  $3,000.  Mrs.  Isabel  Kelly 
Racich  of  No.  63  Thornton  park,  Winthrop, 
testified  that  Philip  Greenberg  said  to  her,  "They 
got  the  permit  and  it  cost  $3,000  to  get  the  permit." 
She  further  testified  that  Greenberg  did  not  tell 
her  who  got  the  money,  nor  who  gave  him  his 
information.  Mrs.  Ida  Tranehina,  a  sister-in-law 
of  Antonio  Buccolo,  previously  mentioned  herein 
as  a  licensee  of  the  Lewis  street  premises,  testified 
relative  to  a  conversation  with  Greenberg  as 
follows:  "He  said,  'You  did  not  expect  to  get 
that  place  back.'  I  says,  '  Why  shouldn't  I?  If 
anybody  should  have  it,  we  should  have  it.'  He 
says,  'You  had  no  money  to  get  it.'  I  says, 
'Why,  how  much  did  it  cost  him  to  get  it?'  He 
says,  '.It  cost  them  $3,000.'  I  said,  'Is  that  so?' 
He  said,  'You  couldn't  get  it  because  you  didn't 
have  the  money  to  pay  for  it.'  So  that's  my 
story."  She  further  testified  that  Greenberg  told 
her  who  got  the  money  and  that  one  name  stood 
out  in  her  mind,  but  she  refused  to  give  it  to  the 
commission. 

Greenberg  denied  categorically  the  making  of 
such  statements  and  further  stated  that  the  first 
time  he  heard  that  $3,000  was  paid  was  when  he 
was  so  informed  by  Mrs.  Racich.  He  stated  also 
that  in  his  conversation  with  Mrs.  Tranehina  it 
was  she,  not  he,  who  mentioned  that  $3,000  was 
paid. 

There  is  no  acceptable  evidence,  therefore,  that 
the  lawyers  received  or  were  promised  more  than 
the -fees  listed  above — $1,200.  Nor  is  there  any 
acceptable  evidence  that  more  than  the  total  of 
the  fees  as  listed  was  paid  by  the  Furmans  for 
the  license. 

Several  of  the  witnesses  testified  at  length  in 
regard  to  events  and  conversations  occurring 
after  the  issue  of  the  license.  Much  of  this 
testimony  was  conflicting.  Much  of  it  related  to 
interviews  between  Harry  Furman  and  Thomas  F. 
Coffey  or  Councilor  Coffey.  Some  of  it  related 
to  telephone  calls  and  to  alleged  telephone  calls 
between  Councilor  Coffey  and  Judge  Burke. 
There  is  very  little  of  importance  in  connection 
with  talks  between  Harry  Furman  and  the  Coffeys 
on  which  there  is  any  substantial  agreement.  It 
is  admitted  by  all  and  testified  to  by  Joseph  F. 
Coughlin  and  Lawrence  J.  Lewis,  both  presumably 
disinterested  witnesses  employed  in  the  City 
Department  of  Weights  and  Measures,  that  on 
May  22,  1940,  Thomas  Coffey  had  a  talk  on  the 
Lewis  street  premises  with  Harry  Furman.  Cough- 
lin and  Lewis  testified  that  they  had  not  over- 
heard what  was  said.  The  stories  told  by  the 
Furmans  and  Thomas  Coffey  in  regard  to  this 
incident  are  wholly  unreconcilable. 

Mr.  Lewis  corroborated,  so  much  of  Furman's 
story  as  related  to  the  tearing  into  small  bits  of 
a  piece  of  paper  by  Coffey.  Mr.  Furman  testified 
the  piece  of  paper  was  a  check  of  $25.  Mr.  Coffey 
testified  it  was  a  memorandum  of  Judge  Burke's 
telephone  number  and  that  he  did   not  tear  it  up. 

It  seems  to  the  Finance  Commission  neither 
enlightening  nor  particularly  germane  to  this 
report  to  analyze  the  conflicting  testimony  of  the 
Furmans  and  of  Judge  Burke  and  of  Mr.  Hilly  on 
the  one  hand  and  of  the  Coffeys  on  the  other. 
Whatever  it  was  that  happened  between  them, 
happened  after  the  granting  of  the  license  to 
Messrs.  Furman  and  Codman.  If  a  check  was 
given  to  Thomas  Coffey,  there  is  no  evidence  that 
he  cashed  it.  There  is  no  evidence  that  money 
was  given  to  him  in  substitution  for  it,  if  he  tore  it 
up.  Furthermore,  there  is  no  evidence  that 
either  Coffey  was  a  party  in  any  way  to  procuring 
the  license  for  the  Furmans.  It  would  seem, 
therefore,  unnecessary — in  view  of  the  terms  of 
your  request  for  investigation — to  elaborate 
further  upon  this  incident. 

The  same  considerations  apply  to  the  testimony 
in  relation  to  the  abortive  attempts  to  procure  a 
license  for  No.  145  Sumner  street,  East  Boston. 
The  Finance  Commission  therefore  will  omit 
further  mention  o)  this  portion  of  the  testimony. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


This  closes  the  statement  of  the  testimony 
brought  out  at  the  hearings. 

After  the  public  hearings  had  been  finally  closed 
and  at  a  time  when  this  report  was  practically 
complete,  namely,  on  August  5,  1940,  an  affidavit 
of  the  witness  Greenberg  was  presented  to  the 
Finance  Commission. 

Since  Greenberg  flatly  and  openly  charges  in 
the  affidavit  that  he  was  intimidated  and  suggests 
the  possibility  of  other  criminal  acts,  the  com- 
mission has  referred  his  affidavit  to  the  District 
Attorney  for  Suffolk  County,  together  with  a 
transcript  of  all  testimony  taken  at  the  hearings. 
'  In  the  foregoing  narrative  one  fact  appears 
uncontestable,  namely,  that  in  connection  with 
the  issue  or  transfer,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  a 
poultry  slaughtering  license  for  or  to  No.  11  Lewis 
street,  the  licensee  paid  four  lawyers  a  total  of 
$900  and  has  agreed  to  pay  $150  each  additional 
to  two  of  them,  all  for  services  in  connection  with 
the  revocation  of  a  prior  license  and  with  the 
application  for  the  license  in  question.  The 
total  thus  paid  or  agreed  to  be  paid  in  attorneys' 
fees  is  $1,200.  The  evidence  indicated  that 
these  fees  were  retained  by  the  lawyers  to  whom 
they  were  paid.  The  commission  received  testi- 
mony from  Attorneys  Kugell  and  Hilly  and  from 
their  client  Jacob  Furman  which  indicated  that 
they  had  given  a  large  amount  of  time  and  effort 
to  the  whole  matter.  Even  though  the  fees  paid 
Attorneys  Kugell  and  Hilly  had  undoubtedly 
included  matters  such  as  negotiations  with  the 
Lewis  street  landlord  and  professional  service  in 
regard  to  the  revocation  of  the  Commercial  street 
license  which  cannot  be  properly  assigned  to  the 
license  for  Lewis  street,  there  remains  nevertheless 
a  total  so  assignable  which  is  improperly  burden- 
some on  the  licensee.  A  system  of  administering 
licenses  whereby  the  city  takes  $25  as  a  fee  but 
the  licensee  pays  for  professional  service  in  excess 
of  $1,000  to  obtain  that  license  should  not  be 
tolerated. 

If  the  cost  in  general  of  securing  licenses  from 
city  departments  exceeds  the  fees  payable  to  the 
city  to  an  extent  in  any  way  similar  to  the  cost  in 
this  case,  a  situation  exists  precluding  the  citizens 
of  Boston  from  occupations  or  activities  which 
they  are  in  many  cases  justly  entitled  to  follow 
or  enjoy,  and  from  changes  and  improvements 
which  they  are  in  many  cases  justly  entitled 
to  make. 

This  instance  is  only  one  of  many  of  that 
character.  The  abuse  is  not  confined  by  any 
manner  or  means  to  any  one  department  of  the 
city  or  to  any  one  administration.  One  of  the 
most  salutary  results  which  could  follow  on  the 
hearings  in  this  matter  would  be  a  general  change 
in  departmental  attitudes  towards  procrastina- 
tion in  attending  to  applicants  and  petitions. 
Its  cost  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  annually  is 
difficult  to  ascertain. 

At  various  times  during  the  hearings  Councilor 
Coffey  raised  the  question  as  to  the  legality  of  a 
license  issued  by  the  Health  Department  for  the 
killing  of  poultry,  especially  with  reference  to  the 
necessity  of  an  additional  license  from  the  City 
Council  under  a  section  of  the  statutes  relating  to 
the  slaughtering  of  cattle  and  other  animals. 
Presumably  this  question  has  been  considered  by 
the  city  officials  again  and  again  and  the  present 
procedure  was  initiated  in  1896  and  has  continued 
for  over  forty  years  with  the  acquiescence  of  the 
several  corporation  counsels,  the  Health  Depart- 
ment and  the  City  Council.  The  commission 
believes  that  the  Health  Commissioner  has  ample 
authority  to  issue  licenses  for  the  killing  of  poultry 
at  specified  locations  under  the  provisions  of  section 
143  of  chapter  111  of  the  General  Laws. 

The  commission  believes  it  is  pertinent  to  con- 
sider at  this  time  the  question  of  the  inadequacy 
of  the  $25  fee  collected  by  the  city  for  a  license 
for  a  poultry  establishment.  This  fee  is  an  annual 
fee.  It  may  cover  occupancy  of  a  building  for 
fifty  years,  more  or  less.  It  does  not  cover  the 
cost  of  the  time  spent  by  Health  Department 
employees  in  investigation  of  the  application  and 
in  attendance  at  a  hearing  required  by  law  before 
a  license  shall  issue. 

Chicken-killing  licenses  have  become  of  sub- 
stantial value.  The  city  for  years  received  only  $1 
for  the  license  and  now  since  1939  receives  $25 
for  each  license. 

These  establishments  are  a  constant  source  of 
trouble  and  annoyance  to  city  officials.  They  are 
difficult  to  operate  in  such  a  manner  that  neighbors 
will  not  object,  or  that  a  public  nuisance  will  not 
result.     Hence,   health   officials   are  always   busy 


hearing  and  investigating  complaints  about  them 
and  in  regularly  supervising  their  operation. 
The  time  spent  on  this  task  alone  by  Health  De- 
partment officials  costs  the  taxpayers  in  every 
year  many  times  the  single  fee  received  by  the 
city  at  the  time  of  issuance  of  the  license. 

The  Mayor  and  Council  have  authority  con- 
ferred by  chapter  297  of  the  Acts  of  1931  to  es- 
tablish this  fee.  The  Finance  Commission 
believes  it  should  be  fixed  at  an  annual  figure 
which  more  nearly  represents  the  annual  cost 
to  the  city  for  the  supervision  of  the  operation  of 
such  a  plant  than  does  the  merely  nominal  fee  now 
charged. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  M.  Storey,  Chairman, 

James  E.  Maguire, 

James  H.  Flanagan, 

Elias  F.  Shamon, 

The  Finance  Commission. 


NOTICE     OF     APPOINTMENT     OF    FIRST 
ASSISTANT   ASSESSORS. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  appointments  in  the 
Assessing  Department  of  Philip  J.  Camerlengo, 
Emmett  J.  Kelly,  Samuel  Kostic  to  be  first  assist- 
ant assessors. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE  OF  RESIGNATION  AND  APPOINT- 
MENT. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  resignation  of  James 
E.  Burke  as  City  Registrar,  effective  August  15. 
1940,  and  the  appointment  of  William  Higgins  to 
be  Acting  City  Registrar. 

Placed  on  file. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  President  GALVIN  the  Council 
voted  at  2.45  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in 
the  Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  at  3.35  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  uf  .Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred today)  transferring  $30,000  from  income  of 
George  F.  Parkman  Fund — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted.     Order  passed;  yeas  18,  nays  0. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  transfer  of  $53,350  to  Long 
Island  Hospital,  Improvement  and  Repairs — that 
>aicie  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted.     Order  passed ;  yeas  18,  nays  0. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  on  a  point  of 
order.     Didn't  another  bill  come  out  of  Executive? 

Chairman  SULLIVAN— That  is  all  the  clerk 
has  report  on  so  far. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Well,  the  other  one  wasn't 
tabled.     It  should  be  brought  out  with  the  others. 

Chairman  SULLIVAN — We  will  send  a  tracer 
for  it. 


UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

The  Chair  called  up  Nos.  4  and  5  on  the  calendar, 
viz.: 

4.  Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Registry  Depart- 
ment, H,  Relief  Projects,  $550,  to  the  appropriation 
for  Law  Department,  H,  Relief  Projects,  $400; 
Street  Laying-Out  Department,  H,  Relief  Projects, 
$150 — $550. 

5.  Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Public  Welfare  De- 
partment, Central  Office,  H,  Relief  Projects, 
$9,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  Mayor,  Office 
Expenses,  H,  Relief  Projects,  $9,000. 

On  August  5,  1940,  the  foregoing  orders  were 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 

By  a  vote  of  yeas  18,  nays  0,  both  orders  were 
passed. 


AUGUST    19,    1940- 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses- 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petitions  of  General  Land  and  Im- 
provement Company  for  driveway  opening  at  251- 
259  Atlantic  avenue  (referred  today) ;  Shell  Oil 
Company,  for  driveway  opening  on  Walk  Hill 
street;  Nickels  B.  Huston,  for  driveway  opening  at 
350  Ruggles  street;  James  L.  George  and  John 
Philopoulos,  for  driveway  opening  at  16  Maple 
street;  Anna  L.  Cohen,  for  driveway  opening  at 
Talbot  avenue  and  Millet  street;  Thomas  G.  Plant 
Corporation,  for  driveway  opening  on  Walden 
street;  Willard  I.  Morse,  for  driveway  opening  at 
276  Columbia  road;  D.  Henry  Cram,  Inc.,  for  drive- 
way opening  at  24  Power  street;  Edmund  J. 
O'Rourke,  for  driveway  opening  on  Dorchester 
avenue;  City  of  Boston,  Daniel  M.  Driscoll,  for 
driveway  opening  at  98-104  Water  street,  Charles- 
town;  Augustus  Hemenway  Trustees,  for  drive- 
way opening  at  Atlantic  avenue  and  Summer 
street;  Heirs  of  Joshua  Bennett,  for  driveway 
opening  on  Cambridge  street;  Stanley  Blenstrub, 
for  driveway  opening  at  500  and  502  Western 
avenue;  Pepsi-Cola  Bottling  Company,  for  drive- 
way opening  at  475  Western  avenue  —  recom- 
mending that  leave  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


FURTHER  REPORT  OF  EXECUTIVE  COM- 
MITTEE. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  on  a  point 
of  order.  May  I  have  some  information  on 
the  order  that  was  acted  upon  in  the  Executive 
Chamber? 

Chairman  SULLIVAN— The  Chair  will  re- 
quest the  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee 
to  report. 

Report  on  the  order  submitted  August  5, 
1940,  that  the  Mayor  request  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner  to  produce  his  books  which  will 
'substantiate  the  claims  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission when  they  stated  that  during  the  last 
snowstorm  the  City  Councilors  impeded  the 
work  of  the  Public  Works  Department  by  de- 
manding that  trucks  and  their  constituents  be 
put  to  |  work — recommending  that  the  order 
ought  not  to  pass. 

Report  accepted.  Question  came  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  two  weeks 
ago  I  introduced  this  order  which  was  late  in  the 
afternoon.  The  order  was  referred  to  Executive. 
Today  in  Executive  no  less  than  four  members 
of  the  Boston  City  Council  got  up  and  said,  "We 
put  no  trucks  to  work."  They  said  they  had 
nothing  to  do  with  any  snow  equipment  going  to 
work  in  the  last  snowstorm.  Well,  these  four 
members  of  this  Council  voted  against  the  Public 
Works  Commissioner  giving  us  any  information 
as  to  who  were  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
or  the  Legislature  as  the  Finance  Commission's 
report  states, — who  those  members  were  that 
put  those  trucks  to  work.  Now  when  this  report 
first  came  out  I,  like  a  lot  of  the  other  members, 
felt  I  was  under  a  cloud  of  suspicion  because  of 
their  report  in  which  they  stated  that  members 
of  the  Boston  City  Council  and  the  Legislature 
impeded  the  work  of  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner and  others  designated  to  clear  the  snow 
and  in  some  instances  we  forced  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner  to  put  on  equipment,  trucks, 
and  the  hiring  of  men.  I  introduced  an  order 
asking  that  the  Finance  Commission  be  summoned, 
and  asked  to  give  us  a  report  as  to  where  they  got 
this  information,  that  is,  if  they  got  it  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  or  if  they  got  it  from 
their  own  investigators.  It  is  a  matter  of  history 
now  as  to  what  took  place  when  the  secretary 
of  the  Finance  Commission  came  down.  He  said 
he  "didn't  know"  to  every  question  he  was  asked, 
and  when  I  asked  him  what  he  did  know,  he  got 
indignant  and  walked  out.  Now  I  think  this 
order  is  fair.  One  of  the  councilors  out  there 
in  the  Executive  Chamber  made  the  statement 
that  if  any  of  the  councilors  did  put  trucks  on, 
good  luck  to  them;  that  he  was  not  any  stool 
pigeon.  Well,  may  be  he  doesn't  know  the  law 
reads  that  no  councilor  shall  interfere  with  any 
department  head  in  regard  to  hiring  trucks,  in- 
spectors, or  anything  else.  I  want  to  say  here 
and  now  that  if  he  was  referring  to  me  as  being 
the  stool  pigeon,  that  is  all  right,  I  will  take  the 
blame,  but  when  he  said  he  had  nothing  to  do  with 


putting  any  trucks  on  and  he  was  going  to  vote 
against  it,  I  doubt  the  sincerity  of  that  man. 
I  do  not  believe  the  statement  he  made  that  he 
had  nothing  to  do  with  putting  trucks  on.  If 
he  did  not,  he  would  be  the  first  one  to  get  up 
and  vote  to  have  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
issue  a  statement  as  to  who  they  were  that  put 
the  snow  equipment  on  during  that  last  snow- 
storm. Four  of  these  gentlemen,  and  each  one 
started  off  their  remarks  with  the  statement 
they  had  nothing  to  do  with  putting  any  trucks 
on  and  still  they  went  out  and  voted  against  this 
order  which  would  give  us  some  light  as  to  who 
the  councilors  were  that  the  Finance  Commission 
referred  to.  I  know  that  I  do  not  want  to  be 
considered  under  the  cloud  of  suspicion  in  my 
ward. 

President  GALVIN — Answering  just  the  first 
part  of  the  councilor's  statement  relative  to  the 
trucks  going  from  the  city,  I  might  state  that  at  the 
time  of  the  snowstorm  that  after  conference  of 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  and  some  other 
commissioners  in  the  city,  it  was  decided  that 
any  truck  that  was  available  within  fifty  miles 
of  Boston  that  could  get  into  Boston  and  remove 
snow  would  be  hired  and  you  didn't  have  to  know 
a  councilor  or  anybody  else  in  order  to  get  a  truck 
on  during  the  last  Valentine's  Day  snowstorm. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  in  answer 
to  the  gentleman  on  my  right,  I  may  say  it  also 
says  in  the  Finance  Commission's  report  that  the 
city  officials  went  on  the  air  and  asked  any  con- 
tractors if  they  had  any  trucks  to  bring  them  to 
Boston  and  they  would  gladly  hire  them;  but 
still,  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  statement 
of  the  Finance  Commission  that  the  work  was 
impeded  by  City  Councilors  seeking  to  put  trucks 
and  snow  equipment  to  work  and  that  is  what 
I  want  to  find  out,  who  put  any  trucks  on. 

President  GALVIN — Will  the  councilor  read 
that  quotation  from  any  report  where  it  says  the 
councilors  put  on  trucks  and  impeded  snow 
removal  work? 

Coun.  COFFEY— The  report  of  the  Finance 
Commission   says: 

"The  employment  oi  this  extra  help  and  equip- 
ment was  attended  by  the  greatest  confusion.  In 
many  instances  the  hiring  was  taken  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  city  officials  ordinarily  delegated  to 
do  that  task.  Members  of  the  City  Council, 
members  of  the  Legislature  and  others  influential 
in  political  organizations  greatly  impeded  the 
-work  of  the  regular  city  executives.  They  fre- 
quently tried  to  designate  the  men  to  be  hired  for 
shoveling,  the  equipment  to  be  hired  for  removal, 
and  the  inspectors  and  supervisors  to  be  hired  for 
direction  of  the  work." 

President  GALVIN — I  don't  see  where  it  says 
anything  about  trucks  being  put  on  by  councilors. 

Coun.  LYONS — Mr.  President,  this  is  a  lot  of 
silly  banter  being  passed  around  here.  The  ques- 
tion is,  did  the  politicians  impede  the  loading  of 
trucks  and  impede  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  in  Boston.  These  would-be  politicians  in 
the  State  House  and  some  councilors,  too,  went 
up  to  Commissioner  Hyland,  running  in  looking 
for  buttons,  and  all  they  had  to  do  was  go  and 
put  the  boys  to  work.  They  were  tunning  around 
because  they  couldn't  get  more  than  five  or  ten 
buttons.  I  put  on  over  300,  and  I  didn't  have  any 
buttons.  It  didn't  have  anything  to  do  with 
hiring  equipment  or  anything  else.  They  were  in 
there  stepping  on  bis  tees  and  he  couldn't  operate 
as  he  wanted  to.  There  is  no  need  of  killing  the 
whole  afternoon  over  a  silly  thing. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  I  was  not  one 
of  the  four  who  in  Executive  said  he  didn't  put 
trucks  to  work.  It  is  nothing  but  a  lot  of  idle  talk, 
because  in  the  first  place  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion's report  does  not  quote  any  statement  made  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  the  effect 
that  members  of  the  City  Council  or  members  of 
the  Legislature  impeded  the  work  of  show  removal. 
For  all  we  know  it  might  have  been  some  opinion 
formed  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the  Finance 
Commission  and  it  was  suggested  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Executive  Committee  that  we  should  have 
the  Finance  Commission  substantiate  the  claim 
they  made  instead  of  putting  the  blame  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
about  snow.  If  the  Finance  Commission  will 
say  they  did  get  their  opinion  from  the  Commiss- 
sioner  of  Public  Works  it  might  then  be  time  to 
bring  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  in  here. 
But  so  far  as  putting  trucks  to  work,  we  are  out 
every  day  of  the  week  calling  business  houses 
trying  to   put  people  to  work  and  so  long  as  any 
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man  is  in  public  office  it  is  going  to  be  a  duty  of 
his  to  intercede  in  any  way  he  can  in  order  to 
help  a  fellowman,  whether  it  might  be  asking  or 
recommending  or  saying  a  good  word  for  somebody 
who  owns  a  truck  or  gets  a  young  lady  a  job  as 
stenographer,  or  trying  to  put  a  laborer  to  work 
in  the  state  or  city.  The  work  we  do  is  one  of 
intercession  and  we  would  be  failing  in  our  duty  if 
upon  being  asked  to  say  a  good  word  for  a  friend 
we  didn't  say  it.  Whether  a  councilor  interceded 
to  put  trucks  to  work  should  not  enter  into  this 
discussion.  The  point  is  whether  or  not  the  Fi- 
nance Commission  can  substantiate  their  state- 
ments when  they  say  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  accused  the  City  Council  and  members  of 
the  Legislature  of  impeding  the  work  because  of 
the  fact  they  couldn't  get  trucks  on  and  there 
were  no  trucks  available.  We  know,  as  President 
Galvin  said,  a  call  was  made  even  over  the  radio 
for  trucks  and  trucks  were  put  to  work  from  distant 
points.  I  do  not  think  the  order  should  pass  here 
because  of  the  fact  we  are  talking  about  two  dif- 
ferent things.  In  the  first  place,  the  Finance 
Commission  report  and  in  the  second  place  the 
basis  for  the  statement  they  made,  and  it  seems  to 
me  we  should  first  ask  the  Finance  Commission 
to  substantiate  the  statements  they  made  when 
they  accuse  members  of  the  Council  of  impeding 
the  work. 

Coun.  COFFEY — In  answer  to  the  gentleman 
and  Councilor  Lyons,  he  tried  to  bring  out  the  fact 
that  we  were  talking  about  snow  buttons.  I  was 
not  talking  about  snow  buttons.  In  my  town  they 
were  selling  them  for  $2  each.  What  I  want  to 
bring  out  is  the  first  few  lines  of  the  statement  of 
the  Finance  Commission  that  "the  employm.  ml 
of  this  extra  help  and  equipment  was  attended  by 
the  greatest  confusion.  In  many  cases,  the  hiring 
was  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  city  official 
ordinarily  designated  to  that  task.  Members  of 
the  City  Council,  members  of  the  Legislature  and 
others  influential  in  political  organizations  greatly 
impeded  the  work  of  the  regular  city  executives." 
We  have  had  Commissioner  Hyland  come  down 
two  weeks  ago  and  three  weeks  ago  and  he  said 
he  was  an  honest  man,  and  if  anybody  said  other- 
wise he  would  kick  their  teeth  down  their  throat. 
Now,  I  am  bringing  out  the  fact  that  this  state- 
ment was  made  by  the  Finance  Commission  and 
we  cannot  get  any  information  from  the  Finance 
Commission  and  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
should  be  brought  down  here  and  tell  where  the 
Finance    Commission    got    this    report. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  as  I  just  heard 
the  statement  read  that  we  impeded  the  help  and 
the  equipment, — just  as  the  statement  reads.  If 
they  want  to  use  the  term  "impeded"  because 
some  of  us  councilors  in  our  intense  desire  to  have 
some  of  the  unemployed  get  work  and  we  appealed 
to  the  Public  Works  Commissioner,  then,  frankly, 
I  am  one  of  the  councilors  who  is  guilty,  because 
I  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  telephoning  and  doing 
all  I  could  to  get  the  unemployed  back  to  work 
for  a  few  days  on  the  snow  removal. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

Chairman  SULLIVAN — The  question  comes  on 
the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  declared  rejected,  and  Coun. 
COFFEY  doubted  the  vote. 

The  order  was  rejected,  the  vote  on  its  passage 
being  yeas — Coun  Coffey — 1,  nays  17. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  ENGLERT,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report,  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and 
sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston  for 
the  month  of  August,  1940. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


FURNISHING  SPECIAL  STATUTES  CON- 
CERNING CITY  OF  BOSTON  TO  COUN- 
CILORS. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  from  the  copies  of  the  book 
entitled  "Special  Statutes  Relating  to  the  City 
of  Boston"  held  by  the  Printing  Department  for 
sale  to  the  public,  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
authorized  to  furnish  free  of  charge  one  copy  to 
each  member  of  the  present  City  Council  who  was 


not  a  member  of  the  preceding  City  Council  and 
to  continue  to  furnish  one  copy  to  each  new  member 
of  succeeding  City  Councils  on  the  same  conditions; 
and  the  Superintendent  of  Printing  is  hereby 
directed  to  deliver  to  the  Corporation  Counsel, 
from  time  to  time,  the  necessary  copies  to  comply 
with  this  order. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ONE-WAY    STREETS   IN   WARD   9. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
the  following  streets  in  Ward  9  one  way: 

Roxbury  street,  from  Shawmut  avenue  to  John 
Eliot  square.  "Vernon  street,  from  Washington 
street  to  Tremont  street.  Ruggles  street,  from 
Tremont  street  to  Washington  street.  Cabot 
street,  from  Linden  Park  street  to  Tremont  street. 
Kent  street,  from  Vernon  street  to  Roxbury  street. 
Linden  Park  street,  from  Tremont  street  to  Rox- 
bury street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
James  L.  Brooks  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of 
execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts 
a-  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the 
Paving  Division,  Public  Works  Department  — 
recommending  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  sum  of  seventy-nine  dollars 
($79)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  James  L.  Brooks  in 
reimbursement  for  amount  of  execution  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a 
motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Paving  Division, 
Public  Works  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed. 


W.   P.   A.   ASSIGNMENTS   TO    WELFARE 
RECIPIENTS. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  advise  the  W.  P.  A.  authorities  to  adhere  more 
strictly  to  the  ruling  giving  W.  P.  A.  assignments 
to  citizens  of  Boston  who  are  receiving  welfare 
relief. 


WIDENING    OF   BLUE    HILL   AVENUE. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  why  the  proposed  widen- 
ing of  Blue  Hill  avenue  has  been  delayed  and  also 
advise  when  such  widening  will  commence. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB — Speaking  on  the  first  order 
relative  to  priority  employment  on  the  W.  P.  A. 
for  those  citizens  of  Boston  receiving  welfare 
relief,  let  me  state  that  there  are  in  my  opinion 
thousands  of  W.  P.  A.  workers  in  and  around 
the  City  of  Boston  who  are  occupying  non-admin- 
istrative positions,  who  are  not  what  we  might 
consider  welfare  cases  and  not  receiving  welfare 
aid  from  the  City  of  Boston  and  yet  they  con- 
tinue to  hold  these  W.  P.  A.  assignments  year  in 
and  year  out  to  the  detriment  and  disadvantage 
of  citizens  of  Boston  who  are  receiving  welfare  aid. 
Now  I  have  received  in  my  office  during  the  past 
six  months  probably  500  or  600  welfare  residents 
in  my  ward,  who  have  been  certified  as  eligible  for 
W.  P.  A.,  yet  are  unable  to  obtain  assignments. 
I  have  written  repeatedly  to  the  W.  P.  A.  Admin- 
istrator for  New  England  with  poor  success. 
I  know  that  W.  P.  A.  projects  have  fallen  off 
during  the  past  few  months  and  there  exists  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  obtaining  any  assignments  at 
all,  but  I  still  feel  the  W.  P.  A.  authorities  should 
give  greater  regard  and  consideration  to  those 
people  on  welfare  and  help  the  City  of  Boston 
to  lighten  its  enormous  welfare  load  by  discharg- 
ing in  preference  to  welfare  cases  those  on  the 
W.  P.  A.  who  do  not  need  the  work  as  badly  and 
give  to  those  welfare  recipients  a  chance  to  gain  a 
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little  more  respect  for  themselves  and  get  some 
W.  P.  A.  work  and  I  hope  this  order  will  pass,  Mr. 
President.  On  the  second  order,  Mr.  President, 
sometime  last  fall  there  appeared  in  the  Boston 
newspapers  considerable  printed  reports  as  to  the 
proposed  widening  of  Blue  Hill  avenue,  that 
section  from  the  American  Legion  Highway  to 
Franklin  Park,  in  order  that  the  entire  Blue  Hill 
avenue  area  might  become  a  double-barreled 
highway,  thereby  lessening  the  dangerous  traffic 
hazards  and  relieving  considerable  congestion  in 
that  section  of  Blue  Hill  avenue,  which  we  all 
know  is  a  main  artery  leading  into  and  out  of 
Boston.  Now,  since  the  time  that  proposed 
widening  was  to  start,  which  I  believe  was  last 
fall,  there  has  been  no  action.  The  ground  has 
not  been  broken.  Neither  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway,  which  was  a  party  to  this  proposed 
widening  inasmuch  as  they  were  to  remove  the 
car  tracks  from  the  side  running  parallel  with  the 
track  to  the  center  of  the  avenue,  nor  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  has  seen  fit  to  go  ahead 
with  this  much-needed  program  and  so  I  ask  the 
passage  of  this  order,  Mr.  President,  in  order 
that  we  might  obtain  more  speedy  action  for.  the 
residents  of  that  district. 

Both   orders   were   passed   under   suspension   of 
the  rule. 


JOSIAH   H.   BENTON   ESTATE. 

Coun.  TAYLOR  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Public  Library 
to  give  a  report  as  to  whether  any  prosecution, 
either  criminal  or  civil,  was  made  by  them  to 
compel  Arthur  F.  Clarke,  executor  of  the  estate 
of  Josiah  H.  Benton,  to  pay  the  full  amount  due 
the  Board  of  Trustees  under  the  will  of  Josiah  H. 
Benton. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — Mr.  President,  an  estimable 
gentleman  by  the  name  of  Josiah  H.  Benton  died 
and  left  a  will  under  which  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Boston  Public  Library  was  to  receive  the 
sum  of  approximately  $100,000.  No  money  was 
ever  forthcoming  to  Boston.  Arthur  F.  Clarke, 
an  attorney  who  was  executor  of  this  estate, 
evidently  didn't  see  fit  to  turn  over  the  money. 
What  he  has  done  with  the  money,  I  don't  know. 
Recently  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston  entered  into  an  agreement  with  Mr. 
Clarke  and  his  son  to  settle  this  amount  for 
$18,000.  While  I  appreciate  the  fact  that  $18,000 
is  better  than  nothing,  I  have  heard  nothing  at  all 
with  reference  to  Mr.  Clarke  as  to  why  it  was  made 
so  easy  for  him  to  defraud  the  City  of  Boston 
out  of  $82,000.  Certainly,  this  money  would  go 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the  Boston  Public 
Library  and  would  tend  to  decrease  the  budget 
of  the  City  of  Boston.  I  don't  see  any  reason 
why  the.  City  of  Boston,  or  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Library, — and  as  the  Assistant  Corporation 
Counsel  Mr.  Hopkins  states  it  was  really  a  gift 
to  the  Board  of  Trustees — to  me  it  seems  very 
little  different, — but  I  do  not  see  why  no  action 
has  been  taken  either  civilly  or  criminally  by 
them  to  obtain  this  money  for  the  benefit  of  the 
City  of  Boston.  I  know  of  many  instances' of 
much  smaller  estates  where  attorneys  who  were 
executors  or  administrators  of  those  estates  had 
to  suffer  the  consequences  when  it  was  only  a 
small  amount,  and  I  do  not  see  any  reason  why 
if  the  City  of  Boston  happens  to  be  the  beneficiary 
of  the  estate,  this  man  should  be  allowed  to 
receive  the  benefits  of  $82,000,  detrimental  to  the. 
taxpayers  of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  I  think 
Mr.  President,  that  the  City  Council  and  the 
people  of  Boston  are  entitled  to  an  explanation 
and  report  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  Of  the 
Boston  Public  Library. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENT   OF   ANNUITY   TO   WIDOW   OF 
WILLIAM   T.   WELCH. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
the  enactment  of  legislation  providing  for  the 
payment  of  an  annuity  to  the  widow  of  William  T. 
Welch,  late  member  of  the  Boston  Police  Depart- 
ment, provided  such  legislation  includes  a  referen- 
dum to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACTION    ON   UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK  called  up  No.  3  on  the 
calendar,  viz.: 

3.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  72  of  the  Acts  of  1939,  a  loan  in  the  sum 
of  $367,000,  outside  the  debt  limit,  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized,  and  that  the  City  Treasurer,  upon 
request  of  the  Mayor,  be  authorized  to  issue  bonds 
or  notes  therefor,  and  that  the  said  sum  of  $367,000 
be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  72 
of  the  Acts  of  1939  for  the  following  purposes: 

Fire  Department. 
H.     Relief  Projects $10,000  00 

Park  Department. 
H.     Relief  Projects 150,000  00 

Public  Works  Department. 
Paving  Service. 

H.     Relief  Projects 200,000  00 

Supply  Department. 
H.     Relief  Projects 7,000  00 


$367,000  00 


Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr  President,  this  is  the 
loan  order  of  $367,000  for  certain  W.  P.  A.  projects. 
It  came  before  the  Council  two  weeks  ago,  and 
after  reference  to  the  Executive  Committee,  it 
received  its  first  reading.  It  is  now  on  the  calendar 
for  a  second  reading.  I  believe  that  before  final 
passage  it  should  be  examined  by  the  Finance 
Committee  which  would  be  the  regular  procedure 
and  I  shall  move  at  the  end  of  my  remarks  that 
it  be  so  referred  with  the  idea  that  the  Finance 
Committee  might  hold  its  hearing  this  week  and 
report  on  the  matter  next  Monday.  We  appro- 
priated in  the  general  appropriation  bill  for  W.  P.  A. 
projects  in  round  figures  $1,400,000.  That  com- 
pares with  $1,637,000  in  1939,  but  in  1939  we  had 
26,000  people  on  the  rolls.  For  1940  the  Mayor 
estimated  there  would  be  19,000  on  the  rolls,  but, 
in  fact,  there  has  been  an  average  of  about  16,000 
on  the  rolls,  and  I  understand  that  the  rolls  now 
contain  about  13,000.  In  other  words,  there  are 
at  present  only  one  half  of  the  number  that  were 
allowed  for  last  year.  Now  if  we  add  the  requested 
.appropriation  to  the  appropriation  already  made 
in  the  general  appropriations  bill,  that  would 
provide  for  W.  P.  A.  projects  about  $150,000 
more  than  we  provided  last  year  when  there  were 
26,000  as  compared  with  an  average  of  16,000 
this  year.  I  think  that  that  question  should  be 
examined  to  see  why  it  is  that  there  has  been  a 
request  for  a  larger  appropriation  this  year  when 
the  number  of  people  on  the  rolls  is  so  much  smaller 
and  that  would  be  the  purpose  of  asking  the 
Finance  Committee  to  look  into  that  question 
before  final  passage  of  the  order.  I  therefore  move, 
sir,  that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee  of  which  I  am  chairman,  and  I  will 
give  assurance  that  the  hearing  will  be  held  on 
Thursday  of  this  week  and  that  the  report  will 
be  made  ready  for  action  next  Monday. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — Mr.  President,  ordinarily  I 
certainly  wouldn't  have  any  objection  and  perhaps 
I  haven't  any  now  if  I  am  convinced  perhaps  that 
another  week  s  delay  will  not  be  the  cause  of 
preventing  many  people  from  going  back  to  work 
on  the  W.  P.  A.  After  all,  these  are  relief  projects 
on  the  W.  P.  A.  and  all  of  us  who  have  attempted 
to  secure  employment  for  people  on  the  W.  P.  A. 
projects  know  the  difficulty  we  have  had  in  doing 
so.  We  are  informed  that  there  is  no  work  for 
them;  that  there  are  no  positions  for  them  to  go 
to  work.  I  appreciate  the  fact  we  went  through 
this  thing  in  the  Executive  chamber  at  some 
length,  although  the  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee  was  not  there  at  the  time  and  did  not 
have  an  opportunity  to  be  heard,  but  I  would 
like  to  see  it  go  through  today  if  it  is  going  to 
assist  people  obtain  employment.  If  I  am  as- 
sured of  the  fact  another  week's  delay  will  mean 
nothing,  why  then,  I  will  be  glad  to  withdraw  my 
objection  to  it. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  inquired 
of  the  City  Auditor  and  he  slated  that  a  week's 
delav  would  have  no  .serious  consequences. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Well,  in  view  of  that  fact, 
Mr.  President,  I  withdraw  my  objection. 

Question  came  on  reference  of  the  order  to  the 
Finance  Committee  and  the  order  was  referred 
to  the  Finance  Committee. 
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NAMING  OF  HERBERT  W.  J.  FITZGERALD 
SQUARE. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  space  at  the  junction  of 
O'Callaghan  and  Logan  Ways,  in  Old  Harbor 
Village,  be  named  the  Herbert  W.  J.  Fitzgerald 
square,  in  honor  of  said  Fitzgerald,  veteran  of 
the  World  War,  who  died  on  November  24,  1939, 
as  a  result  of  injuries  received  during  the  war. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Attached  to  the  order 
you  will  find  a  report  of  the  record  of  Herbert 
W.  J.  Fitzgerald,  and  I  now  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent to  have  that  record  incorporated  in  the 
minutes  of  the  meeting. 

Chairman  SULLIVAN — If  no  objection,  the 
material  will  be  incorporated  in  the  record. 

Service  Record  of  Herbert  W.  J.  Fitzgerald, 
Sergeant,  Company  L,  101st  Infantry,  Yankee 
Division. 

Born  in  South  Boston,  September  20,  1894. 
Died  in  Old  Harbor  Village,  November  24,  1939. 
Enlisted  June  4,  1917.  Honorably  discharged 
April  28,  1919. 

Battles:  Chemin  des  Dames,  February  7, 
1918,  to  March  14,  1918.  N.  W.  Toul  Sector, 
April  1,  1918,  to  May  31,  1918.  St.  Mihiel  Salient. 
September  12,  1918,  to  October  9,  1918.  Meuse- 
Argonne  Offensive,  October  10,  1918,  to  November 
11,  1918. 

Wounds  in  Service:  Gassed,  May  31,  1918. 
Laceration  from  barbed  wire.  May  9,  1918.  Bayo- 
net wound,  left  hand,  October  27,  1918. 

Decorations:  Purple  Heart  with  two  oak  leaf 
clusters;  Silver  Star;  French  War  Medal.  Cited 
on  two  different  occasions. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ROPING   OFF   STREETS   FOR   PARADE   OF 
JEWISH   WAR   VETERANS. 

Coun.  GOODE,  GOTTLIEB  and  TAYLOR 
offered   the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  authorized 
to  rope  off  the  streets  along  the  route  of  the  parade 
to  be  conducted  on  August  30  by  the  Jewish  War 
Veterans  of  the  United  States  on  the  occasion  of 
their  Forty-Fifth  Anniversary  Convention  in 
Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAIR   OF   WACHUSETT   STREET. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  fill  in  the  depressions  on  Wachusett 
street,  Ward  18,  and  to  drain  off  the  stagnant 
water  which  has  settled  in  pools  on  that  street. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALKS,   AUSTIN   STREET. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  install  granolithic  sidewalks  on  Austin 
street,  Ward  18,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALKS,   WOODHAVEN   STREET. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  new  sidewalks  along  Woodhaven 
street,  Ward  18,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of 
construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALKS     ON     WALTER     AND     PARK 
STREETS. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  construct  sidewalks  along  Walter  and  Park 
streets,  Hyde  Park,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of 
construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


"SLOW"    SIGNS  AT   PALMER   AND 
WINSLOW   STREETS. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
"Slow"  signs  at  Palmer  and  Winslow  streets  and 
at  Vine  and  Forest  streets,  Ward  8. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING   CHIPMAN   STREET. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,   through   his   Honor  the  Mayor,   to 
resurface  Chipman  street,  Ward  17,  Dorchester. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


USE  OF  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  AND  BUILDINGS 
FOR    RECREATIONAL   PURPOSES. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  School  Committee  and 
the  Boston  Park  Commissioner  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make  such  ar- 
rangements for  the  use  of  public  schools  and  public 
buildings,  and  their  respective  facilities,  as  will  be 
suitable  for  the  accommodation  and  furtherance 
of  any  recreational  program  sponsored  by  the  City 
of  Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPLACING     FLAGPOLE     AT     SOLDIERS' 
MONUMENT,   JAMAICA   PLAIN. 

Coun.  LANGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  replace, 
as  a  W.  P.  A.  project,  the  flagpole  at  the  Soldiers' 
Monument  in  Jamaica  Plain,  which  was  recently 
destroyed  by  a  storm. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALKS,   ORIENT   AVENUE. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  edgestone  and  granolithic  sidewalks  on 
both  sides  of  Orient  avenue,  Ward  1,  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CHECKING   FOR   LOCKERS. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  formu- 
late some  system  for  checking  in  the  North  End 
Park  locker  house,  so  that  persons  using  same  might 
be  assured  of  the  return  of  their  clothing. 


CAMBRIDGE    STREET   SUBWAY 
ENTRANCE. 

Coun.  RLJSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Transit  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make  a 
survey  of  the  subway  entrance  on  Cambridge 
street,  which  entrance  has  not  been  in  use  for 
twenty-five  years,  with  a  view  to  grading  same 
so  that  it  might  not  obstruct  traffic  and  also  elimi- 
nate a  dangerous  condition  which  exists  there. 

Coun.  RUSSO  —  Introducing  my  first  order, 
Mr.  President,  it  has  been  brought  to  my  atten- 
tion that  at  the  North  End  Park,  at  the  lockers, 
nothing  is  given  to  the  individual  who  goes  there 
and  leaves  his  belongings  and  his  valuables  and  it 
has  happened  a  few  times  where  a  person  not  the 
right  owner  has  called  for  the  clothing  and  valua- 
ables  and  there  has  been  quite  a  mix-up.  I  feel 
and  think  the  Park  Commissioner  should  have 
some  kind  of  a  checking  system  where  it  would 
allow  and  give  a  chance  to  the  bathers  or  any 
individual  who  used   these  lockers,  that   at  least 
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when  they  call  for  their  belongings  they  will  re- 
ceive the  right  apparel  belonging  to  them.  There- 
fore, I  hope  this  order  will  pass.  Not  only  in 
this  particular  park,  but  I  hope  in  all  public 
buildings,  in  public  lockers,  where  people  leave 
their  belongings  that  some  check  should  be  given 
to  those  individuals  that  when  they  call  for  their 
things  they  will  receive  what  they  left  there,  and  I 
hope  this  order  will  pass.  Speaking  on  my  second 
order,  Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  outline  to  this 
Council  that  the  subway  opening  which  is  located 
on  Chambers  street,  right  at  the  junction  of 
Chambers  and  Joy  streets,  on  the  other  side,  this 
Elevated  outlet  has  not  been  in  operation  to  my 
knowledge  for  twenty  or  twenty-five  years  and 
ever  since  the  widening  of  Cambridge  street,  and 
having  that  structure  there,  it  is  a  hazard  not  only 
to  pedestrians  but  also  to  drivers  of  automobiles 
that  travel  through  the  highway  every  minute  of 
the  day.  We  have  there  a  structure  which  when 
a  child  is  crossing  from  Chambers  street  to  the 
other  side  of  Cambridge  street,  there  is  a  height 
of  approximately  7  or  8  feet  which  naturally  would 
obstruct  the  view  of  the  motorist  and  the  view  of 
the  pedestrian.  Therefore  if  something  could  be 
formulated  to  remove  or  reduce  this  structure 
where  at  the  present  time  it  is  an  entrance  for  two 
cars  to  go  out,  if  it  could  be  reduced  to  one,  if  it 


cannot  be  eliminated  entirely,  I  feel  it  would  be  a 
great  improvement  for  the  district  and  for  the 
motorists  and  would  be  a  great  life  saver  in  the 
future. 

Both  orders  were  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


FINANCE   COMMITTEE   MEETING. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  SULLIVAN — The  Chair  hears  no 
objection. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  wish  to 
announce  that  there  will  be  a  meeting  of  the 
Finance  Committee  on  the  subject  of  this  loan 
order  on  Thursday  of  this  week,  at  10.30,  in  the 
Executive  Committee  room,  and  that  the  Clerk 
of  Committees  will  send  out  official  notices  to 
members  of  the  committee  and  will  ask  the  heads 
of  departments  concerned  and  Mr.  Lang,  the 
Budget  Commissioner,  to  appear  before  the 
committee. 

Adjourned  at  4.35  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
HURLEY,  to  meet  on  Monday,  August  26,  1940,  at 
2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  August  26,  1940. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  p.  m.,  Coun. 
SHATTUCK  in  the  chair.  Absent  President  Gal- 
vin,  Scannell,  Russo. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE    MAYOR. 

The  following  were  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  26,  1940. 
Subject    to    confirmation    by    your    Honorable 
Body  I  hereby  appoint  the  following-named  per- 
sons as  weighers: 

Weigher    of    Goods:     'Frederick    R.    Mayo,    22 
Kirkland  Circle,  Wellesley  Hills,  Mass. 

Weigher  of  Coal:      Maxwell  Feinstein,  58  Lin- 
wood  street,  Maiden,  Mass. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  for  one  week  under  the  law. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  20,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Subject   to   confirmation   by   your 
-Honorable  Body  I  hereby  appoint  the  following- 
named  person  to  be  a  Constable  of  the   City  of 
Boston  for  the  term  of  one  year,  beginning  with 
the  first  day  of  May,  1940,  with  authority  to  serve 
civil  process  upon  the  filing  of  the  necessary  bond: 
Emil  H.  Ober,  178  Woodrow  avenue,  Ward  14. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  for  one  week  under  the  law. 


"STOP"  SIGNS  AT  LINDEN  AND  GARDEN 
STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  26,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  August  5,  1940,  concerning  the  instal- 
lation of  "Stop"  signs  at  the  junction  of  Linden 
and  Gardner  streets,  Ward  21. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  August  19,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear     Mr.     Mayor, — This     will     acknowledge! 
receipt   of    Council    order   dated    August  5,   1940, 
which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
'stop'  signs  at  the  junction  of  Linden  and  Gardner 
streets,  Ward  21." 

Our  accident  records  show  that  there  were  no 
accidents  at  this  intersection  in  1937;  3  in  1938, 
and  1  in  1939. 

It  is  our  opinion  that  the  erection  of  "Stop' 
signs  in  Linden  street  would  increase  the  speed  of 
the  Gardner  street  traffic,  as  drivers  in  Gardner 
street  would  get  the  impression  that  they  have  the 
right  of  way  and,  instead  of  taking  the  usual  pre- 
caution in  approaching  the  intersection,  would 
probably  be  going  10  or  15  miles  an  hour  faster 
than  under  the  present  conditions. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPAVING   MASSACHUSETTS   AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  26,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  President  and  General  Manager  of 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  relative  to  your  order 
of  August  5,  1940,  concerning  the  replacing  with 
smooth  asphalt  pavement  the  granite  block  pave- 
ment in  the  tracks  on  Massachusetts  avenue,  be- 
tween St.  Botolph  street  and  Boylston  street. 
Respectfully,  = 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway, 

August  21,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — We  have  considered  the  request  of 
the  City  Council,  received  with  your  letter  of 
August  8,  that  the  granite  block  pavement  in  our 
tracks  on  Massachusetts  avenue,  between  St. 
Botolph  street  and  Boylston  street,  be  replaced 
with  a  smooth  type  asphalt  pavement. 

We  are  planning  to  repair  the  pavement  between 
the  rails  of  our  tracks  in  Massachusetts  avenue, 
between  Burbank  street  and  a  point  about  half 
way  between  Clearway  and  St;  Germain  streets 
which  is  all  that  we  can  do  this  year  within  our 
appropriations. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Edward  Dana, 
President  and  General  Manager. 
Placed  on  file. 


"STOP"    SIGN,    POND    STREET    AND 
COLUMBIA   ROAD. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  26,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  August  5,  1940,  concerning  the 
installation  of  a  "Stop"  sign  at  the  junction  of 
Pond  street  and  Columbia  road  in  Ward  7. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  August  19,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston, 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  will  acknowledge  re- 
ceipt of  Council  order  dated  August  5,  1940,  which 
reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Traffic  Commission  to  install  a  'stop' sign  at 
the  junction  of  Pond  street  and  Columbia  road  in 
Ward  7." 

On  January  11,  1937,  two  "Slow"  signs  were 
erected  in  the  approaches  to  the  intersection  of 
Columbia  road  and  Pond  street. 

Councilor  Linehan  stated  that  his  observation 
showed  that  these  signs  slowed  down  automobile 
drivers. 

The  intersection  is  wide  open,  so  that  motorists 
driving  in  either  street  can  see  for  a  couple  of 
hundred  feet  in  either  direction  any  vehicles  ap- 
proaching the  intersection. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  erection  of  "Stop'1 
signs  would  be  effective,  as  it  has  been  our  experi- 
ence that  the  erection  of  "Stop"  signs  has  a  tend- 
ency to  increase  the  speed  of  drivers  on  the  non- 
stop street,  with  the  result  that  more  accidents  arc- 
apt  to  occur. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


ARC  LIGHT  AT  31  RIVER  STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  26,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council, 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  August  5,  1940,  concerning  the  installation 
of  an  arc  light  on  the  private  way  located  at  31 
River  street,  Ward  17,  which  is  city  property. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

August  14,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.   Hyland,   Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Arc  Light  Installation  at  31  River 
Street,  Ward  17. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  install  an  arc 
light  on  the  private  way,  located  at  31  River 
street,  Ward  17,  which  is  city  property. 

There    is    a   large   electric    lamp    (1,000    candle 
power)   on  River  street  at  the  easterly  corner  of 
Johnson  place  and  a  gas  lamp  in  the  place  itself 
which  is  very  well  placed,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that 
same  is  very  well  lighted  at  the  present  time. 
George  G.   Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


"STOP"     SIGNS     AT     GREENBRIER     AND 
PARK   STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  26,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  August  5,  1940,  concerning  the 
placing  of  "Stop"  signs  at  Greenbrier  and  Park 
streets,  Dorchester,  Ward  17. 

Respectfully. 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  August  19,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order  dated  August  5,  1940,  which  reads  as  follows: 
"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
place  'Stop'  signs  at  Greenbrier  and  Park  streets, 
Dorchester,  Ward  17." 

We  have  only  had  one  accident  recorded  at  this 
intersection  in  the  past  ten  years. 

In  establishing  "Stop"  streets  great  care  is 
taken  that  these  are  placed  only  where  absolutely 
necessary. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  accident  record  shows 
that   a  "Stop"  street  is   warranted   at  the  inter- 
section of  Greenbrier  and  Park  streets. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


PREFERENCE   TO   SOUTH   BOSTON   RESI- 
DENTS     IN      NEW     SOUTH      BOSTON- 
PROJECT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  26,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  chairman  of  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  relative  to  your  order  of  August  5, 
1940,  concerning  the  giving  preference  to  South 
Boston  residents  when  considering  applicants  for 
tenancy  in  the  new  South  Boston  project. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Boston  Housing  Authority, 

August  20,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — This  will  acknowledge  receipt  of  your 
recent  communication  concerning  the  City  Council 
order  of  August  5,  1940, — 

"That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  give 
preference  to  South  Boston  residents  when  con- 
sidering applicants  for  tenancy  in  the  new  South 
Boston  project." 

You  are  advised  that  section  26AA  of  chapter 
484  of  the  Acts  of  1938  says  that  — 

"(d)  There  shall  be  no  discrimination;  provided, 
that  if  the  number  of  qualified  applicants  for 
dwelling  accommodations  exceeds  the  dwelling 
units  available,  preference  shall  be  given  to  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  to  inhabitants  of  the 


city  or  town  in  which  the  project  is  located,  and 
to  the  families  who  occupied  the  dwellings  elimi- 
nated by  demolition,  condemnation  and  effective 
closing  as  part  of  the  project  so  far  as  is  reasonably 
practicable  without  discrimination  against  persons 
living  in  other  sub-standard  areas  within  the  same 
city  or  town." 

In  view  of  the  express  provision  of  the  law,  resi- 
dents of  South  Boston  will  receive  the  preference 
indicated. 

Respectfully. 
John  A.   Breen,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRANSFERS    WITHIN    DEPARTMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  26,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  forwarding  requests  for  trans- 
fers within  departmental  appropriations  in  the 
following  departments  and  recommend  adoption 
of  the  accompanying  orders  by  your  Honorable 
Body: 

City  Clerk,  Fire.  Hospital,  Public  Welfare.  Way- 
farers' Lodge,  Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  Thai  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations   for    City    Clerk    Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
$50,  to  the  appropriation  for  C,  Equipment,  S50. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Fire  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $500;  D,  Supplies,  $500,  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  E,  Materials,  $1,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be.  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Hospital  De- 
partment: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
$12,000;  C.  Equipment,  $4,000,  to  the  appropria- 
tions for  B,  Contractual  Services,  $10,000;  E, 
Materials,    $6,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is.  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Public  Welfare  Department. 
Wayfarers'    Lodge: 

From  the  appropriation  for  C,  Equipment.  $2C0, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual  Services, 
$200. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is.  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Superior  Court, 
Criminal  Session: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $4,074,  to  the  appropriation  for  F, 
Special   Items,   $4,074. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Joseph  Ekman,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  car  of  Fire  Department. 

Agnes  M.  Jodrey.  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  936  East  Broadway,  caused  by  water 
entering  cellar. 

Frank  H.  Noyes.  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  32  West  Cottage  street,  caused  by 
break  in  water  main. 

Margaret  L.  O'Brien,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  to  son  by  police. 

Licenses. 
Warren    &    Monroe.     Trustees,    for     driveway 
opening  at   Mt.   Hood  road  and  Commonwealth 
avenue. 


AUGUST    26,    1940. 
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LAND    TAKING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Metropolitan 
District  Commission  of  Old  Colony  Parkway  land 
taking  with  order  for  concurrence  by  the  City 
Council. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


NOTICE  OF  INTEREST  IN  CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  William  S.  Parker, 
member  of  Board  of  City  Planning,  of  his  interest 
in  contract  with  the  city. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL     BY    EMERGENCY     FINANCE 
BOARD. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  approval  by  the 
Emergency  Finance  Board  of  renewal  of  tax  title 
loan. 

Placed  on  file. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

Applications  were  received  for  minors'  licenses 
from  fifteen  newsboys  and  two  bootblacks. 
Licenses  granted  under  usual  conditions. 


BREMEN   STREET   WALL. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
Public  Works  Commissioner  Hyland  to  order 
replacing  of  curbing  taken  away  when  W.  P.  A. 
wall  was  knocked  down  for  driveway  opening  for 
gas  station  on  Bremen  street,  at  Bennington  street. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  this  is  a 
"similar  order  to  the  one  I  introduced  a  few  weeks 
ago,  the  one  that  occasioned  so  much  commotion 
and  as  I  remember  it  at  that  time  the  Public 
Works  Commissioner  said  that  any  time  I  intro- 
duced any  orders  referring  to  him  in  any  way  he 
was  going  to  kick  my  teeth  down  my  throat,  so  I 
am  introducing  this  order  again  in  a  challenge  to 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  or  anybody  else 
in  Boston,  whether  they  work  for  it  or  not,  to 
make  the  attempt.  I  said  before  and  say  again, 
that  this  wall  was  deliberately  knocked  down  and 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  was  a  party  to  it 
and  knew  it  was  going  to  be  knocked  down  to 
give  an  80-foot  opening,  which  is  illegal.  That 
man  first  came  here  and  got  a  35-foot  opening. 
That  went  through  the  regular  proceedings  of  the 
Council  here  and  was  approved  of  downstairs. 
Now  the  man  has  an  80-foot  opening.  I  went  up 
there  again  yesterday,  which  was  the  third  time 
I  have  been  up  there,  and  looked  at  that  opening. 
That  curbing  runs  the  entire  length  of  the  wall 
and  the  man  has  his  30-foot  opening  and  his 
additional  50-foot  opening,  giving  him  80  feet  and 
then  the  curbing  continues  around  on  Bremen 
street  to  Bennington  street.  Now  if  pictures 
were  taken  of  that,  it  would  show  that  the  curbing 
was  knocked  down  when  the  wall  was  taken  away 
and  the  man  has  80  feet  instead  of  30  feet.  I  say 
it  is  illegal  and  I  take  the  word  of  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner  who  said  in  executive  that  if  the 
curbing  was  there  and  had  been  removed,  he 
would  make  the  man  replace  it.  Now  I  ask  him 
to  keep  his  word  and  make  this  man  replace  it. 
There  are  gas  stations  doing  business  opposite 
this  place  and  all  they  have  is  the  regular  30  or 
35  foot  opening.  This  man  has  80  feet,  and  I 
call  upon  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  to  ask 
that  man  to  replace  that  curbing. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NURSES   AT   CITY   HOSPITAL   FOR 
EMERGENCY    CASES. 
Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   his   Honor   the   Mayor   request 
Superintendent  of  Boston  City  Hospital  to  have 
nurses  on  hand  for  emergency  purposes. 

Coun.  COFFEY — A  few  weeks  ago  in  the 
Chamber  the  councilor  from  Ward  10  introduced 
a  similar  order  to  this  order  that  I  now  have  be- 
fore us.  A  week  ago  yesterday  one  of  my  con- 
stituents   went    to    the    hospital.     His    wife    was 


dying,  had  been  on  the  dangerous  list  for  a  week. 
She  had  been  given  up  and  had  been  having  a 
night  nurse  continuously.  He  went  there  Sun- 
day morning  a  week  ago  yesterday  and  gave 
355  to  have  a  nurse  put  on  for  his  wife  for  that 
afternoon.  When  he  went  about  2.30  and  asked 
the  nurse  if  there  was  going  to  be  a  nurse  there, 
she  said  that  there  would  be.  He  went  back 
about  5  o'clock  and  found  his  wife  in  a  poor  con- 
dition and  asked  why  a  nurse  was  not  put  on, 
saying  that  he  had  paid  for  the  nurse  and  the 
nurse  who  talked  to  him  said  that  there  was  no 
nurse  available  all  that  afternoon.  In  fact,  they 
couldn't  get  a  nurse,  and  they  had  tried.  Now 
there  was  a  girl  in  a  dying  condition  and  the  head 
nurse  at  the  hospital  claimed  they  couldn't  get  a 
nurse  for  that  afternoon.  What  she  wanted 
the  nurse  for  was  to  wipe  the  phlegm  from  her 
mouth.  She  was  very  sick  and  passed  away  the 
following  morning  about  7  o'clock.  Now  I  think 
something  ought  to  be  done.  I  know  the  coun- 
cilor introduced  an  order  similar  to  this  and  said 
at  that  time  he  had  called  up  and  asked  for  a 
nurse  for  two  different  occasions  and  in  those 
instances  those  parties  passed  away  the  same 
afternoon,  or  the  same  night,  or  the  following  day, 
and  I  think  something  should  be  done  about  it 
and  I  think  the  chairman  of  the  Hospital  Com- 
mittee should  call  a  meeting  and  have  that  head 
nurse  brought  down  here  and  let  us  find  out  once 
and  for  all  whether  nurses  can  be  available  when  a 
person  is  dying.  Sometime  ago  I  read  a  lot  in 
the  newspapers  about  the  head  nurse  at  the  hospital 
and  how  at  one  time  the  Council  refused  to  appro- 
priate any  money  for  her  pay.  I  don't  know 
who,  whether  it  was  the  trustees  or  the  Mayor, 
but  somebody  saw  fit  to  transfer  funds  so  that 
head  nurse  should  receive  her  salary.  Now  we 
read  in  the  paper  only  a  few  weeks  ago  where 
under  some  sort  of  circumstances,  which  were 
never  brought  to  public  attention,  this  heao/ 
nurse  either  resigned  or  was  removed  and  I  migh  t 
say  here  that  when  I  first  came  up  here  I  was 
asked  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  hospital 
to  try  as  much  as  I  could  to  keep  politics  out 
of  the  hospital.  Well,  I  have  done  my  part  and 
never  had  a  word  to  say  up  until  this  time  and  I 
think  that  under  those  mysterious  circumstances, 
Miss  Logan  being  removed,  I  think  there  is  noth- 
ing but  politics  behind  it,  and  I  think  it  should  be 
brought  to  public  attention  and  we  should  know 
why  she  was  removed.  All  I  heard  was  there 
-were  Hitler  tactics  going  on  at  the  hospital,  but 
it  looks  as  if  they  needed  somebody  like  Miss 
Logan  in  that  position  and  I  am  going  to  ask 
the  Council  to  pass  this  order  and  hope  we  will 
get  some   action  from   the   hospital   trustees. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun,- COFFEY  said: 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  may  I  move 
that  my  order  pertaining  to  the  nurses  at  the 
Boston  City  Hospital  be  referred  to  the  Hospital 
Committee,  so  we  can  take  some  action  today  if 
possible. 

There  being  no  objection  the  order  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Hospitals. 


SIDEWALK   ON   FALCON    STREET. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Falcon  street,  at 
No.  73,  Ward  1,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
'thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
106  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917, 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LOAN   FOR   RELIEF   ITEMS. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred August  19)  for  loan  of  8367,000  for  relief 
items  in  various  city  departments — that  the  order 
be  given  a  second  and  final  reading. 

Chairman  SHATTUCK — The  Chair  will  .state 
the  Committee  on  Finance  held  a  meeting  on 
Thursday  and  the  committee  was  satisfied  that 
the  additional  amount  of  money  was  needed. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  17, 
nays  0. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


ROTARY  TRAFFIC  CIRCLE  AT    PEABODY 
SQUARE. 

Coun.  WICKES  and  FISH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested,  through  his  Honor  the   Mayor,   to  con- 
struct a  rotary   traffic  circle   at  Peabody  square, 
Dorchester. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 
On  motion  of  Coun.  WARD  the  Council  voted 
at  2.35  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
Coun.  SHATTUCK  at  2.50  p.  m. 


REPORT   OF   EXECUTIVE     COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  the  order  (referred  this  day)  for 
land  taking  by  the  Metropolitan  District  Com- 
mission of  Old  Colony  Parkway — that  same  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted:  said  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  this  day)  for  transfers  for  the  City  Clerk, 
Fire,  Hospital,  Public  Welfare  Department, 
Superior  Court  Criminal — that  the  various 
transfer  orders  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  orders  passed,  yeas  16, 
nays  0. 

REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petitions  of  Willard  P.  Whittemore 
for  driveway  opening  at  Redlands  road  and  Centre 
street;  Soeony  Vacuum  Oil  Company  of  New  York 
for  driveway  opening  at  East  Eagle  street;  Angier 
Chemical  Company  for  driveway  opening  at  236 
Brighton  avenue;  Liberty  Realty  Trust  for  driv- 
way  opening  at  72  and  74  Roxbury  street;  petition 
of  Colonial  Beacon  Oil  Company  for  driveway 
opening  at  Washington  street;  Augustus  Hemenway 
Trustees,  for  driveway  opening  at  Atlantic  avenue 
and  Summer  street;  Filling  Stations  Realty  Com- 
pany for  driveway  opening  at  10G5  Massachusetts 
avenue;  Warren  &  Monroe,  tor  driveway  opening 
at  Mt.  Hood  road  and  Commonwealth  avenue  — 
recommending  that  leave  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


NAMING  OF  LENOX  STREET  PROJECT 
IN  HONOR  OF  PROMINENT  BOSTON 
COLORED   CITIZENS. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  upon 
the  completion  of  the  Lenox  street  project,  to 
name  the  streets,  courts  and  ways  under  their 
control  in  said  project,  in  honor  of  colored  citizens 
of  Boston  who  attained  prominence  in  the  affairs 
of  the  city. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Coun  FISH  it  was  voted  that 
when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on  Monday, 
September  9,  1940,  at  2  p.  m. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   NEW   FIREMEN. 

Coun.  GOODE  and  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  through  the 
Fire  Commissioner,  consider  the  advisability  of 
appointing  sixty  new  firemen  to  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  present  list. 

Coun.  GOODE— Mr.  President,  the  present 
list  for  firemen  in  Boston  expires  in  December  of 
1940.  This  list  when  established  is  established  for 
a  period  of  two  years.  Now  in  fairness  to  the 
young  men  who  studied  many  months  and  were 
fortunate  enough  to  become  appointed  to  the  list, 
I    feel    that    consideration    should    be    given    and 


appointments  made  from  the  present  list  before 
the  date  of  expiration.  It  seems  certain  that  the 
draft  bill  will  pass  through  Congress  and  at  that 
time  many  of  the  young  men  at  the  present  time  on 
the  Fire  Department  will  be  eligible  for  the  draft 
and  since  the  Fire  Department  at  the  present  time 
is  short-handed,  it  will  be  very  much  under- 
manned if  the  men  are  called  in  on  the  draft. 
I  feel  that  the  increased  activity  throughout  the 
city  brought  on  by  the  increased  production  in 
certain  industries  which  will  participate  in  build- 
ing up  the  armed  force  of  the  nation,  warrants 
the  appointment  of  these  men,  and  I  hope  this 
order  will  pass 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule 


CONTINUING    W.   P.    A.   ALLOTMENTS. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  Whereas  the  overwhelming  and  con- 
tinuing need  of  an  increase  in  W.  P.  A.  allotments 
is  obvious  to  every  member  iof  the  Boston  City 
Council  and  to  all  citizens  whose  occupations 
make  them  aware  of  the  prevailing  economic  needs 
of  the  public;  and 

Whereas,  The  Republican  nominee  for  the  Presi- 
dency of  the  United  States  has  stated  that,  "There 
is  no  justification  for  an  increase  in  W.  P.  A.  relief 
rolls  at  the  present  time  as  a  result  of  an  increase  in 
national  defense  work";  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  deplore  such  an  attitude  on  the  part  of  so 
representative  a  citizen;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  as  a  result  of  a  dire  existing 
need  the  Boston  City  Council  request  each  mem- 
ber of  the  Massachusetts  Delegation  in  Congress 
to  work  for  an  immediate  increase  in  W.  P.  A. 
allotments. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Rules. 


HOLIDAY   FOR   AMERICAN   LEGION 
PARADE. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  and  HURLEY  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  declare  the  day  of  the  American  Legion 
Parade  a  holiday  for  all  city  employees  and  to 
suggest  to  the  various  industrial  enterprises  within 
the  city  that  they  do  likewise  in  order  that  every 
citizen  of  Boston  might  have  a  chance  to  view  this 
great  spectacle. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


"STOP"   SIGNS  AT   CALUMET   AND 
HILLSIDE   STREETS. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
"Stop"  signs  at  the  intersection  of  Calumet  and 
Hillside  streets.  Ward  10. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


GRANOLITHIC 


SIDEWALK 

STREET. 


ON    DUNCAN 


Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  granolithic  sidewalks  on  Duncan  street, . 
Ward  15,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECONSTRUCTION   OF  FORSYTH 
STREET. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
reconstruct  Forsyth  street,  from  Huntington 
avenue  to  Hemenway  street.  Ward  4,  with  a 
smooth  type  asphalt  pavement,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
plan  of  construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  GOODE,  at 
3  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  September  9,  1940, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,     September     9,     1940. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  p.  m., 
Coun.  SHATTUCK  in  the  chair.  Absent, 
Coun.     Cbase,     Ward. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  ealute  to 
the  Flag. 


JUROES   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  under  the  law.  Coun. 
TAYLOR  presided  at  the  box  in  the  absence 
of  the   Mayor,   as   follows : 

Eighty-nine  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,    to    appear    October    7,    1940 : 

John  Barbanti,  Ward  1  :  Peter  F.  R.  Dou- 
cette,    Ward    1 :    Edward    R.    Marmaud,    Ward 

1  ;  Anthony  Memmolo.  Ward  1 ;  Wilfred  J. 
Perrier,  Ward  1  :  Charles  F.  Vasconcellos, 
Ward    1  :    Anthony   J.    Viera,    Ward    1  :    James 

E.  Murphy.  Ward  2 :  Harry  Firger,  Ward  3 ; 
W.  Robert  Malger.  Ward  3  :  William  Leo  Mc- 
Nabb.  Ward  3 :  Daniel  Milaino,  Ward  3  ; 
Abraham  Prager,  Ward  3 ;  Joseph  F.  Stack, 
Ward  3  ;  Arthur  Dexter  Stroud,  Jr.,  Ward  8  ; 
Harry  A.  Campbell,  Ward  4 ;  Joseph  W. 
Mulrenan,  Ward  4 ;  Donald  W.  Barnes,  Ward 
5 ;  Carlton  H.  Barrows,  Ward  6 ;  Walter  C. 
Bellows,  Ward  5  :  P.  Frederick  Brine,  Ward  5  ; 
Thomas  C.  Casey,  Ward  15  ;  Charles  H.  Dono- 
hue,  Ward  5 :  James  C.  McLean,  Ward  5 ; 
Harold  S.  Perkins,  Ward  5 :  Telex  J.  Rich- 
ard, Ward  5 ;  George  A.  Buchannan,  Jr., 
Ward  6 :  Charles  A.  Kelly,  Ward  6 :  Frank 
H.  Perry,  Ward  6  ;  Vincent  DeGregorio,  Ward 
7  ;  Joseph  Huber,  Ward  7  ;  Walter  A.  Sidla/us- 
kas,  Ward  7 :  Donald  A.  Finlavson,  Ward  8 ; 
William  J.  Lynch,  Jr.,  Ward  8;  William  E. 
Reader,  Ward  9  ;  Curtis  M.  Foster,  Ward  10 ; 
Andrew  F.  Francis,  Ward  10 ;  Joseph  J. 
Jewell,  Ward  10 ;  D.  Francis  McNeil,  Ward 
10;  George  R.  Williams.  Ward  11:  Willard 
D.  Procter,  Ward  12 :  Charles  M.  Murphy, 
Ward  13 :  Thomas  Wiley,  Ward  13 ;  Jacob 
Daner,  Ward  14  ;  Max  Katler,  Ward  14  ;  Jacob 
Levenson,  Ward  14  ;  Edward  Sohlosberg,  Ward 
14;  Jacob  Simons,  Ward  14;  Joseph  C.  Tish- 
ler,  Ward  14;  Morris  Tobin,  Ward  14;  Thomas 

F.  Waggett,  Ward  14 :  Thomas  J.  Barrett, 
Ward  15 :  Parker  J.  Donahoe.  Ward  15 ; 
Francis  J.  Lynch,  Ward  15  ;  James  G.  Mollomo, 
Ward  15 :  Frank  B.  Reardon,  Ward  15 ;  Rob- 
ert Higg.ins,  Ward  16  ;  Dennis  K.  Kielv,  Ward 
16  ;  Patrick  S.  Sullivan,  Ward  lfi  ;  John  Tortell, 
Ward  16:  Joseph  E.  Larkin,  Ward  17;  Paul 
J.  Sullivan,  Ward  17  :  William  Cornyn,  Ward 
18 ;  Timothy  H.  Delaney,  Ward  18  ;  Frank  B. 
Flagg.  Ward  18 :  Morrell  P.  Goodwin,  Ward 
18 ;  Charles  W.  Lawrence,  Ward  18 ;  William 
J.  McGuiggim,  Ward  18:  John  A.  Rauding, 
Ward  18 ;  Francis  H.  Roberts,  Ward  18  ;  Ray- 
mond A.  Sanborn,  Ward  18 :  Daniel  Sullivan, 
Ward  18:  William  W.  Wadsworth,  Ward  18; 
Richard  J.  Coughlin,  Ward  19 ;  Axel  C.  Lau- 
rentz,  Ward  19;  Frank  M.  Miller.  Ward  19: 
James  F.  O'Rourke,  Ward  19  ;  John  L.  Regain, 
Jr.,  Ward  19;  Walter  C.  Chapman,  Ward  20; 
John  S.  Dick,  Ward  20  :  Edward  J.  Gaibl,  Jr., 
Ward  20  ;  Frank  L.  Gustafson,  Ward  20  ;  Al- 
bert V.  Manley,  Ward  20  :  Raymond  J.  Walsh, 
Ward  20:  Thomas  H.  Westwood.  Jr.,  Ward 
20 ;  Hymam  Cohen.  Ward  21  :  Dumeam  F. 
Mclsaac,  Ward  21:  E.  Paul  Cronin,  Ward  22; 
Robert    E.    Doherty,    Ward   22. 

Eigbty-three  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Crim- 
inal  Court,   to   appear    October   7.    1940 : 

Charles  A.  Barker,  Ward  1  :  James  Blase, 
Ward  1  ;  Peter  LaCourt,  Ward  1  :  Alexander 
Silvagni.   Ward    1 :   Edward    F.   Sweeney,   Ward 

2  ;  Paul  B.   Cuddyer,  Ward  3  ;  George  A.  Hous- 


ton, Ward  3 :  Edward  L.  Jones,  Ward  3 ; 
Michael  LoPresti,  Ward  3  ;  Daniel  W.  Merritt, 
Ward  3 ;  Frank  W.  Moschitto,  Ward  3 ;  Jo- 
seph J.  Murphy,  Ward  3 :  Joseph  M.  Paul. 
Ward  3 :  Hvman  Schlar,  Ward  3 ;  George 
W.  Sweeney.  Ward  3 :  Harry  Wise,  Ward  8 ; 
Paul  Bloom,  Ward  4  ;  Fred  M.  Cadman,  Ward 
4 ;  Lawrence  H.  Fraser,  Ward  4 :  James  P. 
Hammond,  Ward  4 ;  James  P.  O'Brien,  Ward 
4  ;  Raymond  J.  Trull,  Ward  4  ;  Herbert  J.  Car- 
ville,  Ward  5 :  Thomas  F.  Condon,  Ward  6 ; 
John  Y.  Estabrook,  Ward  5 :  Maurice  M. 
Osborne,  Ward  >5  ;  Eugene  F.  Pierce,  Ward  5  ; 
Emanuel  J.  Ainastasi,  Ward  6  ;  John  A.  Cash- 
man,  Ward  6 :  Edward  J.  Graney,  Ward  6 ; 
Charles  N.  Kaupp,  Ward  6 :  Christopher  J. 
Lynch,  Ward  6  ;  Thomas  W.  McDonough,  Ward 
6  ;  Michael  Ryan,  Ward  6  ;  Peter  Shimon,  jr., 
Ward  6  ;  Daniel  M.  O'Neill,  Ward  7  ;  Herbert 
Schulze,  Ward  7  :  Hemry  C.  Thompson,  Ward 
7 ;  '  Lewis  E.  Whitten,  Ward  7 ;  Arthur  M. 
Wall,  Ward  7 ;  Elmer  F.  Doherty,  Ward  8 ; 
Guy  C.  Partridge,  Ward  8  ;  Jarnes  McEachern, 
Ward  9 ;  Hyman  Schwartz,  Ward  9 ;  Maurice 
F.  O'Brien,  Ward  10;  Alfred  Burlone,  Ward 
11 ;  Matthew  E.  Gampanella,  Ward  11  ;  John 
P.  Doyle,  Ward  11  ;  Thomas  J.  Mills,  Jr.,  Ward 
11  ;  Thomas  Geany,  Ward  12  ;  James  M.  Long, 
Ward  13 :  David  Basil,  Ward  14 ;  John  P. 
Eaton,  Ward  14  ;  Thomas  P.  Fidelle,  Ward  14  ; 
Joseph  Newman,  Ward  14 ;  David  Sherman, 
Ward  14 ;  Charles  A.  Davis,  Ward  15 ;  John 
Welch,  Ward  15  ;  William  A.  Brown,  Ward  16  ; 
Walter  S.  Bryant,  Ward  16 ;  James  F.  Kelly, 
Ward  16 :  Henry  J.  Reardon,  Ward  16 ; 
Thomas  C.  McGrath,  Ward  17  :  Warren  D. 
Brown,  Ward  18;  James  W.  Carnes,  Ward 
18 ;  Bartholomew  P.  Keaney,  Ward  18 ;  Rob- 
ert H.  Henderson,  Ward  18  ;  George  F.  Ladd, 
Ward  18  ;  Daniel  L.  O'Meara,  Ward  18 ;  Ches- 
ter L.  Dovle.  Ward  19:  Martin  P.  McGowan, 
Ward  19  ;  Olaf  W.  Benson,  Ward  20  ;  John  T. 
Bradley,  Ward  20 :  Joseph  L.  D'Entremont, 
Ward  20  ;  Harold  W.  Gately,  Ward  20  ;  Joseph 
A.  Sneed,  Ward  20  ;  George  B.  Gavin,  Jr.,  Ward 
21  ;  Joseph  G.  Rubin.  Ward  21  ;  Philip  M.  Stod- 
dard, Ward  21  ;  Marcus  Zintz,  Ward  21  ;  Fred- 
ercik  V.  McVey,  Ward  22  :  James  C.  Fitz- 
patrick,   Ward   22 ;  Joseph   J.   Keller,   Ward  22. 


APPOINTMENT    BY   THE    MAYOR. 
The  following  wa>s  received  : 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the   Mayor,   September   9,   1940. 
To   the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
Honorable  Body  I  hereby  appoint  the  fol- 
lowing-named person  to  be  a  Constable  of 
the  City  of  Boston  for  the  term  of  one  year, 
beginning  with  the  first  day  of  May,  1940, 
with  authority  to  serve  civil  process  uipon  the 
filing   of  the    necessary   bond: 

Joseph  S.  Burreli,  766  East  Eighth  street, 
Ward    7. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 
Laid  over  for  one  week   under   the  law. 


USE    OF    PUBLIC    SCHOOLS    AND    BUILD- 
INGS   FOR    RECREATIONAL    PURPOSES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of   the    Mayor,   September    9,   1940. 
To   the    City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  transmit  herewith  communi- 
cation from  the  Pairk  Department  Chairman 
relative  to  your  order  of  July  22,  1940,  con- 
cerning the  making  such  arrangements  for 
the  use  of  public  schools  and  public  build- 
ings, and  their  respective  facilities,  as  will 
be  suitable  for  the  accommodation  and  furth- 
erance of  anv  Recreational  Program  spon- 
sored  by   the    City   of  Boston. 

Respectfully. 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 
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City    of    Boston, 
Park   Department,   August   28,    1940. 
William    T.    Doyle, 

Chie>f  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  acknowledging  your  mem- 
orandum of  August  27  with  inclosure,  order 
from  the  City  Council  that  suitable  arrange- 
ments be  made  with  the  School  Committee 
and  the  Public  Buildings  Department  to  use 
the  facilities  of  their  buildings  to  further  the 
recreational  program  of  this  department. 

By  direction  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  a 
meeting  was  arranged  with  the  School  Com- 
mittee, at  which  time  it  was  agreed  that 
this  department  should  have  the  use  of  its 
buildings.  I  have  also  been  instructed  by 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  use  the  buildings  of 
the  Public  Buildings  Department  whenever 
necessary. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.   Long,  Chairman. 
Placed    on    file. 


REPLACING     FLAGPOLE     AT     SOLDIERS- 
MONUMENT,     JAMAICA     PLAIN. 
The  following  was  received  : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of   the   Mayor,   September   9,   1940. 
To   the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communi- 
cation from  the  Park  Department  Chairman 
relative  to  your  order  of  August  19,  1940, 
concerning  the  replacing,  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project,  the  flagpole  at  the  Soldiers'  Monu- 
ment in  Jamaica  Plain,  which  was  recently 
destroyed  by  a  storm. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
Park    Department,    August   2S,    1940. 
William    T.    Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir. — I  am  acknowledging  your  mem- 
orandum of  August  22  with  inclosure,  order 
from  the  City  Council  that  a  W.  P.  A. 
project  be  instituted  to  place  a  flagpole  at 
the  Soldiers'  Monument  in  Jamaica  Plain. 

Please    be    informed    that    the    flagpole    that 
was     removed     from     the    Soldiers'    Monument 
came     under     the     jurisdiction     of     the     City 
Messenger's    department.      It    was    one   of    the 
original     flagpoles     placed    under    the    care    of 
that  department  years  and  years  ago. 
Very   truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed    on    file. 


LIFE  INSURANCE  POLICIES  OF  OLD  AGE 
AND    WELFARE    RECIPIENTS. 
The  following  was  received  : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of   the   Mayor,   September   9,   1940. 
Po    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  transmit  herewith  communi- 
cation from  the  Public  Welfare  Secretary 
relative  to  your  order  of  July  22,  1940,  con- 
cerning legislation  which  will  permit  bene- 
ficiaries of  old  age  assistance  and  public 
welfare  to  continue  in  force  life  insurance 
policies  of  a  reasonable  amount  without  being 
penalized  as  is  the  present  custom. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.    Tobin.   Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 

August    27,    1940. 
Hon.  Maurice   J.   Tobin, 

Mayor    of    Boston. 
Attention   of  Mr.   William  T.   Doyle. 

Dear  Sir, — This  department  has  received 
your  communication  with  inclosed  copy  of  an 
order  from  the  City  Council,  dated  July  22, 
1940.   reading   as   follows: 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  petition  the  Legislature  at  its 
next  session  for  legislation  which  will  per- 
mit   beneficiaries    of    old    age    assistance    and 


public  welfare  to  continue  in  force  life  in- 
surance policies  of  a  reasonable  amount  with- 
out being  penalized  as   is   the  present  custom." 

Please  be  advised  that  the  policy  of  this 
department  has  been  to  see  to  it  that  people 
on  Dependent  Aid  are  allowed  sufficient  in- 
surance property  adjfusted  to  meet  their 
ccomomic    needs. 

The  point  as  to  the  Old  Age  Assistance 
recipients  I  feel  is  well  taken.  Some  time 
ago,  by  State  Law  (chapter  436,  Acts  of 
1936),  insurance  acquired  within  the  period 
of  five  years  prior  to  receiving  Old  Age 
Assistance  was  declared  a  barrier  to  such 
receipt    of    assistance. 

Some  time  ago  I  wrote  to  and  then  con- 
sulted with  Mr.  Arthur  G.  Rotch,  Commis- 
sioner. State  Department  of  Public  Welfare, 
on  this  question  and  I  feel  sure  that  with 
his  cooperation  remedial  legislation  will  be 
offered  to  the  end  that  such  insurance  prop- 
erly acquired  by  the  recipients  will  not  be  a 
barrier  to  Old  Age  Assistance  recipiency. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William   G.   O'Hare,   Secretary. 

Placed    on    file. 


RESURFACING  CHIPMAN  STREET. 
The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  9,  1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  August  19,  1940,  concerning  the 
resurfacing  of  Chipman  street,  Ward  17,  Dor- 
chester. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Public    Works    Department, 

September    3,    1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From    George    G.    Hyland,    Commissioner.    Pub- 
lic   Works    Department. 
Subject :  Resurfacing  of  Chipman  Street,  Ward 
17.   Dorchester. 
I     return     herewith     order     in     City     Council 
that    the    Commissioner    of    Public    Works    re- 
surface Chipmam  6treet,   Ward   17.  Dorchester, 
and    this    will    advise    vou    that    this    6treet    is 
under      consideration      for     submission      as      a 
W.    P.    A.   project. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner     of     Public     Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPAIRS     TO     WACHUSETT     STREET. 
The    following    was    received: 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  9,  1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  August  19.  1940.  concerning  the 
filling  in  the  depressions  on  Wachusett  street. 
Ward  IS,  and  to  drain  off  the  stagnant  water 
which  has  settled  in  pools  on  that  street. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public     Works     Department. 

August   80,    1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,    Chief    Clerk,    Mavor's 

Office. 
From  George  G.  Hyland,  Commissioner,  Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Depressions  in  Wachusett  Street, 
Ward  IS. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council 
that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  fill  in 
the  depressions  on  Wachusett  street.  Ward 
IS.  and  to  drain  off  the  stagnant  water  which 
has   setttled   in   pools  on   that  street. 

Please  be  advised  that  the  District   Foreman 
has  been  instructed  to  make  the  necessary  re- 
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pairs   and    do    away    with    the   stagnant    water 
condition    existing. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner    of    Public    Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


"STOP"   SIGNS  AT  CALUMET  AND  HILL- 
SIDE   STREETS. 
The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  9,  1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communi- 
cation from  the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative 
to  your  order  of  August  22,  1940.  concerning 
the  installation  of  "Stop"  signs  at  the  in- 
tersection of  Calumet  and  Hillside  streets, 
Ward    10. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Traffic    Commission, 
September   4,    1940. 
Hon.   Maurice   J.    Tobin, 

Mayor    of    Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — This  is  in  reply  to  memo,  from 
Chief  Clerk  William  T.  Doyle,  ordering  con- 
sideration of  and  report  on  Council  order 
dated  August  26,  1940,  which  reads  as  follows  : 

"Ordered.  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  'Stop'  signs  at  the  intersection  of 
Calumet   and    Hillside   streets,    Ward    10." 

On  August  27,  1940,  a  truck  backed  into 
and  injured  a  four-year-old  boy  at  this  cor- 
ner. We  submit  that  no  type  of  inanimate 
sign  can  prevent  the  occurrence  of  such  ac- 
cidents. 

1  Prior  to  that  date  we  have  no  record  of 
any  motor  vehicle  accident  involving  personal 
injury  at  this  location  since  1931.  Compared 
with  other  intersections,  this  is  an  admirable 
record  and,  we  believe,  shows  that  there  is  no 
intrinsic    accident    hazard. 

We  do  not  believe  conditions  at  this  inter- 
section warrant  the  installation  of  "Stop" 
signs. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.   Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed   on   file. 


WEEKLY     ALLOTMENT     FOR     MEDICAL 
AID     TO     WELFARE     RECIPIENTS. 
The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  9,  1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Puiblic  Welfare  S'ecretary  relative 
to  your  order  of  July  22,  1940,  concerning  the 
formulating  regulations  to  put  back  the  auto- 
matic fifty  cents  weekly  medical  allotment 
contained  in  the  budgets  provided  for  all  old 
age  assistance  recipients  prior  to  rulings  that 
emanated  from  the  sitate  welfare  authorities 
during   the   past   week. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of   the   Public   Welfare, 

August   27,    1940. 
Hon.    Maurice    J.    Tobin, 

Mayor    of    Boston. 
Attention   of   Mr.    William   T.    Doyle. 

Dear  Sir, — This  department  has  received 
your  communication  with  inclosed  copy  of  an 
order  from  the  Oitv  Council,  dated  July  22, 
1940,    reading   as    follows : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Public  Welfare  Director 
be  requested,  (through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
confer  with  the  State  Welfare  Authorities 
for  the  purpose  of  formulating  regulations  to 
put  back  the  automatic  fifty  cents  weekly 
medical    allotment    contained     in     the     budgets 


provided  for  all  old  age  assistance  recipients 
prior  to  rulings  that  emanated  from  the  6tate 
welfare    authorities     during    the    past     week." 

The  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of 
the  Public  Welfare  had  a  conference  with  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Welfare  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Arthur  G. 
Rotch.  and  at  that  time  the  question  of  the 
allotment  for  medical  needs  of  Old  Age  Assist- 
ance recipients  was  discussed  most  thoroughly. 
I  feel,  as  a  result  of  the  confernce,  that,  on 
a  case  work  basis,  each  recipient  of  Old  Age 
Assistance  will  be  given  fair  treatment  as  to 
any  medical  need  that  may  arise. 
Yours  truly, 
William  G.  O'Hare,  Secretary. 

Placed   on    file. 


REPAIR    RIVER    STREET    BRIDGE. 

The    following    was    received : 
City   of    Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,   September    9,    1940. 
To    the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communi- 
cation from  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
relative  to  your  order  of  April  29,  1940,  con- 
cerning the  keeping  of  the  bridge  on  River 
street,  at  Gordon  avenue,  in  suitable  repair, 
as    required    by    law. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,   Mayor. 

City   of   Boston, 
Public    Works     Department, 

August    19,    1940. 
William   T.   Doyle,       , 

Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's    Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle,- — This   is   in   reference  to  the 
following    order    that    was    passed    in    the    City 
Council  on   Aipril   29   of   the  ourrent   year: 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  re- 
quest the  authorities  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad,  to  keep  the 
bridge  on  River  street,  at  Gordon  avenue,  in 
suitable  repair,  as  required  by  law,  and  tk> 
maintain  it  in  a  condition  which  will  assure 
the  safety,  of  motorists  and  pedestrians  using 
this    bridge." 

On  May  8  a  communication  was  sent  to  the 
Chkif  Engineer  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  requesting,  in 
substance,  that  a  thorough  examination  be 
made  of  the  bridge,  in  order  to  determine 
whether  there  was  any  necessity  at  the  present 
time  to  effect  repairs.  Under  date  of  August 
12  we  received  a  reply  to"  our  previous  com- 
munication, stating,  in  substance,  that  while 
the  existing  structure  does  not  constitute  a 
hazard  in  so  far  as  the  passage  of  pedestrians 
or  vehicles  over  it  is  concerned,  plans  are 
being  'prepared  at  the  present  time  to  make 
whatever  repairs  are  necessary,  in  order 
to  reinforce  the  structural  members  that  have 
been  reduced  in  cross-sectional  area,  due  to 
corrosion. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  repair  work  will 
be    completed    this    year. 

Respectfully    yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner    of   Public    Works. 
Placed    on    file. 


CHECKING      AT     NORTH      END      LOCKER 
HOUSE. 
The    following    was    received: 
City   of    Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,   September   9,    1940. 
To    the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communi- 
cation flrom  the  Park  Department  Chairman 
relative  to  your  order  df  August  19,  1940, 
concerning  the  formulating  some  system  for 
checking  in  the  North  End  Park  Locker  House 
so  that  persons  using  same  might  be  as- 
sured of  the  return  of  their  clothing. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,   Mayor, 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


City   of    Boston, 
Park    Department,     August    28,     1940. 
William    T.    Doyle, 

Chief   Clerk,   Mayor's   Office. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of 
August  27  with  inclosure,  order  of  the  City 
Council,  that  the  Park  Commission  (be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
formulate  some  system  for  checking  in  the 
North  End  Locker  House  so  that  persons  usmg 
same  might  be  assured  of  the  return  of  their 
clothing. 

The  following  is  a  report  to  me,  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Baths,  on  the  checking 
system    at    North    End    Park: 

"Dear  Sir, — For  the  information  of  the 
City  Council  I  will  state  that  a  checking 
system  for  the  purpose  of  assuring  patrons 
the  return  of  their  clothing  and  other  prop- 
erty is  now  in  existence,  and  has  been  for 
many  years,  at  North  End  Park.  Bills 
dated  June  24,  1940,  on  file  in  this  office 
show  that  this  department  purchased  an  en- 
tire new  set  of  brass  checks  which  are  now  in 
use  at  that  T?lace.  If  any  person  has  lost 
clothing  or  other  articles  at  North  End  Park, 
I  know  nothing  about  it,  and  I  am  informed 
by  the  irman  in  charge  that  he  has  received  no 
complaints   of   thait    kind." 

Very    truly    yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on   file. 


SUNDAY    BASEBALL    PRICES    FOR    SEATS 
AT  FENWAY  PARK. 

The    following    was    received : 
City   of   Boston, 
Office  of   the   Mayor,   September   6,    1940. 
To   the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  statement 
from  the  Boston  American  League  Baseball 
COmlpany  which  is  in  answer  to  your  order  of 
August  5,  1940,  requesting  me  .to  investigate 
an  alleged  violation  of  the  ordinance  relating 
to  Sunday   baseball. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,    Mayor. 

Sunday    Baseball    at    Fenway    Park. 

Memorandum    for 

His    Honor   Mayor    Maurice    J.    Tobin. 

1.  Section  4  of  chapter  1  of  the  Ordi- 
nances of  1929  of  the  City  of  Boston  reads  as 
follows  : 

"The  fee  or  total  charge  made  for  any 
seat  anywhere  in  or  on  said  premises  for 
the  witnessing  of  the  playing  of  pro- 
fessional aitlhletic  outdoor  sports  or  games 
shall  in  no  case  be  greater  on  the  Lord's 
Day  than  on  each   week  day." 

2.  On  August  5,  1940,  the  Boston  City 
Council,  alleging  "that  the  fee  or  total  charge 
made  by  the  Boston  American  League  Baseball 
Company  at  Fenway  Park  is  greater  on  the 
Lord's  Day  than  on  each  week  day,"  ordered 
that  "His  Honor  the  Mayor  investigate  the 
alleged  violation  Of  the  city  ordinances  relat- 
ing to  Sunday  baseball  by  the  Boston  American 
League    Baseball    Company." 

3.  It  is  alleged  by  the  Council  that  more 
is  charged  for  seats  on  Sundays  than  on 
week  days.  The  prices  charged  for  seats  in 
Fenway  Park  are  the  same  on  every  day  of 
the  week  including  Sundays.  These  prices  are 
as   follows  : 

Bleacher  Seats,  55  cents  each  ;  General  Ad- 
mission ('.Gwandstlaind')  Seaits,  $Hjl'0  each; 
Reserved  Seats,  $1.40  each;  Box  Seats,  $1.65 
each. 

4.  There  are  approximately  8.500  bleacher 
seats,  2,:200  box  seats,  and  23,000  grandstand 
seats.  The  grandstand,  except  for  sections 
1  to  7  in  right  field,  are  considered  as  a  re- 
served seat  zone,  in  which  usher  service  is 
provided  and  tickets  to  which  entitle  the 
holder   to  occupy  a   designated   seat. 

5.  In  the  event  that  the  entire  reserved 
seat  rone  is  not  filled  by  persons  who  pur- 
chase reserved  seat  tickets,  the  Red  Sox  Man- 
agtement  permits  the  holders  of  general  admis- 
sion   grandstand    tickets    to   occupy    the   vacant 


portion  of  the  zone.  The  number  of  seats  in 
the  reserved  seat  zone  thus  made  available  to 
the  holders  of  $1.10  tickets  has  to  be  varied 
from  day  to  day  in  anticipation  of  the  public 
demand  for  reserved  seats.  This  is  a  practice 
which  prevails  on  week  days  and  Sundays 
both  and  is  governed  entirely  by  the  public 
demand. 

6.  The  purpose  of  the  ordinance  is  ob- 
viously to  provide  an  equality  of  treatment  of 
customers  on  Sundays  and  week  days.  This 
is  accomplished  at  Fenway  Park  by  having. 
and  adhering  to  for  all  games,  the  same 
schedule  of  prices  for  reserved  seats  and  gen- 
eral admission  grandstand  seats.  An  oppor- 
tunity is  provided  to  any  person  whose  purse 
is  limited  to  purchase  a  seat  for  55  cents  on 
Sundays  as  well  as  on  week  days  so  that  the 
working  man,  whose  interests  the  ordinance 
was  designed  to  protect,  may  witness  the 
games  on  any  day  at  the  same  price. 

7.  It  is  respectfully  submitted  that  for 
the  foregoing  reasons  the  price  schedule  in 
effect  at  Fenway  Park  does  not  violate  the 
terms  of   the  ordinance. 

Placed  on   file. 


NAMING  OF  STREETS  IN  LENOX  STREET 
PROJECT. 

The    following    was    received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor.  September  9,  1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communi- 
cation from  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
Chairman  relative  to  your  order  of  August 
26.  1940.  concerning  the  completion  of  the 
Lenox  street  project,  to  name  the  streets, 
courts  and  ways,  under  .their  control  in  said 
project,  in  honor  of  colored  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton who  attained  prominence  in  the  affairs 
of  the  city. 

Respectfully. 
Maurice   J.    Tobin,    Mayor. 

Boston    Housing   Authority. 

September   6,   1940. 
Mr.    William    T.   Dovle. 

Chief    Clerk.    Mayor's    Office. 
Dear     Sir. — This     will     acknowledge     receipt 
of   your    recent    communication    concerning    the 
City    Council   order   of   August   26.    1940. 

"That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  upon 
the  completion  of  the  Lenox  street  project, 
to  name  the  streets,  courts  and  ways,  under 
their  control  in  said  project,  in  honor  of  colored 
citizens  of  Boston  who  attained  prominence 
in  the  affairs  of  the  city." 

The  Authority  wishes  to  assure  your  Honor- 
able Body  that  it  will  give  every  consideration 
to    this    request. 

Respectfully, 
John  A.  Breen,  Chairman. 
Placed   on    file. 


ADDITIONAL      FUNDS      FOR      ELEVATED 
INVESTIGATION    BY    FINANCE    COM- 
MISSION. 
The    following    was    received : 

City   of   Boston , 
Office  of  the  Mayor.  September  9,  1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  am  informed  by  the  Boston 
Finance  Commission  in  a  communication  at- 
tached that  the  existing  funds  ait  their  dis- 
posal for  an  investigation  and  6tudy  of  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  are  prac- 
tically exhausted.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Fi- 
nance Commission  at  least  six  weeks  further 
study  will  be  required  by  accountants  and 
engineers  and  an  indefinite  period  of  further 
study  by  the  special  attorney  of  the  Finance 
Commission  employed  on  the  Elevated  study. 
The  communication  of  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion which  is  hereto  attached  gives  in  detail 
the  expenditures  of  that  body  in  this  study 
now  being  made. 


SEPTEMBER    9,     1940. 
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In  my  opinion  it  is  necessary  that  this  study 
be  continued  to  its  finish.  Once  completed 
it  will  provide  a  more  satisfactory  basis  for 
the  City  Governimenlt  to  approach  the  prob- 
lem of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company. 
The  Boston  Finance  Commission  have  re- 
quested that  the  City  Government  provide  an 
additional  ten  thousand  dollars  to  complete 
its  present  studies  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Bail- 
way  Company.  I  am  of  the  belief  that  this 
amount  should  be  provided  and  am  further 
of  the  belief  that  its  expenditure  will  be  wisely 
made  and  perhaps  of  great  and  permanent 
benefit  to  the  city. 

I  transmit  herewith  an  order  calling  for 
the  transfer  of  the  required  sum  from  the 
Contingent  Fund  and  respectfully  recommend 
its  immediate  adoption  by  your  Honorable 
Body. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice    J.    Tobin,    Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  an  additional  sum  of  $10,000 
be,  and  hereby  tis,  appropriated,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  Finance 
Commission  in  connection  with  its  study  and 
investigation  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company,  same  to  be  charged  to  the  Con- 
tingent   Fund. 

Referred    to    Executive   Committee. 


TRANSFERS      WITHIN      DEPARTMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS. 
The    following    was    received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  9,  1940'. 
,  To   the   City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  forwarding  requests  for 
transfers  within  departmental  appropriations 
in  the  following  departments  and  recommend 
adoption  of  the  accompanying  orders  by  your 
Honorable    Body. 

Fire;i  Public  Celebrations;  Public  Works, 
Sanitary  Service ;  Superior  Court,  Civil  Ses- 
sion,   General    Expenses. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 
Referred   to   Executive   Committee. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
2611  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and.  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Fire  De- 
partment : 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $1,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  C, 
Equipment,    $1,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and   hereby   is,   authorized   to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Conventions 
and  Entertainment  of  Distinguished  Guests, 
$4,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Cele- 
brations,   $4/000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Public  Works 
Department,    Sanitary    Service: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $2.000 :  D,  Supplies,  $1,600,  to  the 
appropriation    for    C,   'Equipment.    $3,600. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Superior 
Court,    Civil    Session,    General    Expenses : 

From  the  appropriation  for  B.  Contractual 
Services,  $300,  to  the  appropriation  for  C, 
Equipment,  -  $300. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred    to    the    committees    named,    viz. : 

Claims. 

Joseph  G.  P.  Ashman,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  26 
Rnowlton   street. 

Joseph  A.  Carpe,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  North- 
ampton   street. 

Columbia  Fuel  and  Oil  Company,  for  com- 
pensation  for   damage  to   truck   by  city   truck. 

Anne  J.  Cullinane,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  834  Huntington  ave- 
nue,   caused   by   breaking   of   water   pipe. 

Joseph  P.  Donnelly,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
execution    issued    against    him. 

Mrs.  Terrenoe  J.  FarreM,  for  compensation 
for  injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at 
Eliot    and    Carver    streets. 

Catherine  V.  Flanagan,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to   car   by   city   truck. 

Anna  Gellman,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  140  Essex 
street. 

James  M.  Gilmore,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Russett 
road,   West  Roxbury. 

Joseph  P.  Dally,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  caused  by  am,  alleged  defect  at 
1458    Tremont    street. 

Gabriel  Lapilato,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  49  Charter  street,  caused 
by    defective    water    pipe. 

Florence  T.  Lawlow,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Wash- 
ington   street. 

Harry  Lofchie,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages sustained  at  2-60  Havenford  street,  dur- 
ing   sidewalk    construction. 

Ellen  E.  Lyons,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  33  Dunlap  street,  caused 
by   break    in    water    pipe. 

Thomas  T.  Madly,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
execution    issued    against    him. 

T.  S.  Mclntire,  foT  compensation  for  dam- 
age   to   oar    by    city    wagon. 

Albert  J.  Newman  et  al„  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  19  and  21  Lincoln 
street,    caused    by    overflow    of    sewer. 

Oakley  Motors,  Inc.,  for  refund  on  used  car 
license. 

Nettie  Secaul,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  118A  Blue 
Hill  avenue. 

Walter  E.  Shaughnessy,  to  be  reimbursed 
for  accident  which  occurred  while  in  per- 
formance   of    duty. 

Shreve,  Crump  &  Low  Company,  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  property  at  324 
Boylston  street,  caused  by  break  in  water  pipe. 

Martha  J.  Smith,  for  compensation  for 
collapse  of  water  boiler  at  19  Harvard  street, 
caused   by   leak   in   water  main. 

Wii'bur  J.  Walker,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries and  damage  to  oar  by  Fire  Department 
truck. 


COMMITTEE     ON     LICENSES. 

Petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Com- 
pany for  license  to  operate  motor  vehicles 
between  Maverick   square  and   Boston   Ail-port. 

Petitions  for  special  permit  for  driveway 
openings,    as    follows : 

Dwelling   House  Associates,   Arlington  street. 

Charlestown  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  Bea- 
con   and    Mountfort    streets. 

Simon    Keller.    Hyde    Park    avenue. 

New  England  Greyhound  Lines,  East  Sec- 
ond  street. 

Hilaire  H.  Byron,  Morton,  Norfolk  and 
Flint    streets. 

Referred    to    Committee    on    Licenses. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  WILFRED  J.  DOYLE. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  appointment  by 
the  Mayor  of  Wilfred  J.  Doyle  member  of 
the    Boston     Retirement    Board. 

Placed  on   file. 
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APPOINTMENT   OF   FRANCIS   J.   FAY. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  appointment  by 
the  Mayor  of  Francis  J.  Fay  to  be  City 
Registrar. 

Placed   on   file. 


APPROVAL   OF   LOAN. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Emergency 
Finance  Board  approving  loan  for  $367,000 
for   relief   projects. 

Placed  on   file. 


NOTICE     OF     INTEREST     IN     CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  George  L.   Stretch 
of   his   interest   in   contract   with   the   city. 
Placed  on   file. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   GEORGE   H.   BIRD. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  appointment  of 
Lieut.  George  H.  Bird  to  serve  as  keeper  of 
the    City    Lock-up. 

Placed  on   file. 


Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent   to   make  a   statement. 

Chairman  SHATTUOK—  Is  there  any  ob- 
jection? 

Coun.    COFFEY— I    object. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  HUTCHINSON  the 
Council  voted  at  4  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  mem- 
bers reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber 
and  were  called  to  order  toy  Coun.  SHATTUCK 
at   4.45    p.    m. 


ACTION    ON   UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK  called  up  Nos.  2  and  3 
on    the    calendar,    as    follows : 

2.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by 
(Mayor  August  2K>,  1-940,  of  Emil  H.  Ober,  to 
be    a    Constalble. 

3.  Action  On  appointment  submitted  by 
Mayor  August  2G,  1940,  of  Fred  R.  Mayo 
to  be  Weigher  of  Goods ;  and  Maxwell  Fein- 
stein    to   be   Weigher   of    Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Taylor  and  Coffey.  Whole  num- 
ber of  ballots  1,  yeas  13,  nays  2,  and  the 
appointments   were   confirmed. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee,  submitted   the   following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
order  (referred  this  day)  for  various  transfers 
within  departmental  appropriations — that  vari- 
ous  transfers    ought    to    pass. 

Report  accepted  ;  said  order  passed,  yeas  15, 
nays    0. 

2.  Report  on  order  of  Coun.  Coffey  (re- 
ferred this  day)  that  the  Executive  Committee 
be  requested  to  invite  the  trustees  and  super- 
intendent of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  to  attend 
the  next  meeting  of  said  committee  to  furnish 
information  with  reference  to  the  recent  resig- 
nation of  Miss  Laura  Logan  as  superintendent 
of   nurses — that   order   ought   not   to   pass. 

Report    accepted ;    said    order    rejected. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
submitted    the    following : 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Hilaire  H.  Byron 
for  driveway  opening  at  Morton,  Norfolk  and 
Flint  streets — recommending  that  leave  be 
granted. 


Report  accepted ;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  (referred  August  5)  for 
license  to  operate  motor  vehicles  between 
Maverick  square  and  the  Boston  Airport — 
recommending  that  petition  be  given  leave  to 
withdraw. 

Report    accepted. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  briefly  on  that 
report,  where  we  have  recommended  that  this 
particular  bus  line  should  not  be  granted,  I  want 
to  say  we  had  a  public  hearing  last  Wednesday. 
I  don't  know  whether  it  was  because  of  the  absence 
of  Tom  Niland,  or  net,  but  we  had  one  of  the  finest 
hearings  you  would  ever  see.  Everybody  seemed 
to  be  satisfied  that  that  particular  bus  line  should 
not  be  granted,  both  the  petitioner  and  those 
opposed.  Now  they  were  all  in  agreement  that 
the  Airport  should  get  some  sort  of  bus  service,  and 
I  believe  we  as  members  of  the  Council  should  feel 
that  we  have  to  serve  commercial  interests  as  well 
as  residential  interests.  However,  the  conclusion 
of  that  hearing  was  simply  this  that  there  can  be 
a  bus  line  which  will  satisfy  the  Airport  Superin- 
tendent and  better  satisfy  the  residents  of  Fast 
Boston  if  they  use  a  different  route  and  as  I  sat 
here  today  I  heard  that  the  Boston  Elevated  had 
already  petitioned  to  have  bus  service  to  the  Air- 
port under  a  new  route  from  the  original  petition. 

Chairman  SHATTUCK — The  question  is 
whether  the  petition  shall  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

The  petition  was  given  leave  to  withdraw. 


PAYMENT    OF    AID    TO     SOLDIERS    AND 
SAILORS. 

Coun.  ENGLBRT,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recommend- 
ing passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the 
City   of    Boston   for    the    month    of    September. 

Report  accepted  :  said  order  passed. 


KEEPING    BUS   STOPS   CLEAR. 

Coun.    CAREY — 'Mr.    President,    daily    within 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Safety  Committee 
of  the  City  Council  be  requested  to  call  a 
meeting  of  said  committee,  inviting  the 
Police  Commissioner,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
and  officials  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  to  attend  same,  at  which  time  regu- 
lations may  be  devised  with  a  view  to  keeping 
bus  stops  clear,  and  also  to  prohibit  auto- 
mobiles from  passing  buses  when  the  latter 
stop    to   discharge   and    receive   passengers. 

Coun.  CAREY  —  Mr.  President,  daily  within 
the  City  of  Boston  buses  are  coming  into  more 
frequent  use.  As  one  goes  throughout  the  city, 
however,  we  can  note  the  stops  for  buses  and  al- 
though the  curbing  might  be  painted  yellow,  the 
bus  is  prohibited  from  stopping  at  that  point  due 
to  the  fact  that  automobiles  are  parked  there. 
There  is  nothing  that  the  bus  driver  can  do  but 
stop  practically  in  the  middle  of  the  street.  This 
makes  it  very  dangerous  for  those  who  are  board- 
ing and  being  discharged  from  the  buses,  and  1 
have  even  seen  people  stand  for  two  or  three 
minutes  in  the  middle  of  the  street  bewildered  as 
automobile  after  automobile  passes  by  at  a  speed 
perhaps  of  thirty-five  to  fifty  miles  an  hour. 
There  is  a  State  law  that  did  prohibit  and  does 
prohibit,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  automobiles  from 
passing  a  standing  street  car.  The  time  has  come 
with  the  frequent  use  of  buses  where  I  feel  the 
same  law  should  be  enacted  on  the  books  that  will 
so  prohibit  automobiles  from  passing  a  stopped 
bus.  I  have  personally  observed  people  who  have 
either  left  a  bus  or  waiting  to  board  a  bus  who 
have  been  injured  by  passing  automobiles  and  in 
some  cases  very  seriously  so  and  I  hope  that  this 
Public  Safety  Committee  will  call  this  meeting 
within  the  very  near  future,  at  which  time  the 
matter  might  be  properly  discussed  and  if  we  find 
it  necessary  have  the  Law  Department  prepare  a 
bill  for  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature  amending 
the  present  law  that  requires  the  stopping  of  auto- 
mobiles to  allow  people  to  leave  or  board  street 
cars,  if  such  a  change  in  the  law  is  necessary  to 
cover  buses  that  such  a  bill  will  be  prepared. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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THREATENING  TENANTS  OF  PROP- 
ERTY TAKEN  OVER  BY  HOUSING 
AUTHORITY. 

Conn.  CAREY  offered  the   following  : 

Ordered,  That  the  officials  of  the  Boston 
Bousing  Authority  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  instrucit  their  field  men 
to  refrain  from  threatening  tenants  of  property 
taken  over  by  the  Housing  Authority  fo* 
demolition  with  dire  results  unless  they  vacate 
their   homes   at   once.  .,    „ 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  there  is  at  the 
present  time  in  my  district  a  housing  project  known 
as  the  Mission  Hill  Project,  and  that  is  nearing 
completion.  Some  few  months  ago,  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority,  by  eminent  domain,  took  over 
further  property  in  Ward  10,  the  area  in  the  sec- 
tion bounded  by  Heath,  Minden  and  Bickford 
streets.  Many  who  were  forced  to  vacate  their 
homes  for  the  Mission  Hill  Project  moved  to  the 
section  since  taken  over  by  the  second  project  in 
Ward  10  by  the  Housing  Authority  and  during 
the  week  it  has  come  to  my  attention  that  certain 
field  workers  are  going  throughout  the  Heath 
street  area  demanding  people  vacate  their  homes 
immediately.  It  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  find  a 
new  home  if  one  starts  to  consider  the  number  of 
homes  taken  in  the  Mission  Hill  area  plus  certain 
homes  that  were  taken  in  the  Lenox  street  area. 
Housing  in  the  Roxbury  section  at  the  present 
time  is  limited.  I  hope  we  will  not  have  an 
occurrence  of  what  happened  some  twelve  fo 
eighteen  months  ago  when  field  workers  were 
going  throughout  the  various  housing  areas  and 
demanding  that  they  vacate  immediately  or  they 
will  put  their  belongings  in  the  street.  At  that 
time  we  were  informed  by  the  Housing  Authority 
they  wouldn't  stand  for  such  actions  but  would 
give  ample  time  for  those  who  must  move  to  find  a 
place  to  move  to.  However,  since  these  com- 
plaints have  come  to  my  attention  it  is  only  fair 
to  bring  them  to  the  attention  of  the  Housing 
Authority  and  I  certainly  hope  that  the  Housing 
1  Authority  will  warn  their  field  workers  to  cease 
this  threatening  attitude  toward  those  poor  people 
who  must  move  but  don't  know  where  to  go. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INSTALLATION    OF    SIDEWALKS    ON    UN- 
COMPLETED      PORTIONS       OF       DAY 

STREET. 

Coum.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  sidewalks  on  the  uncompleted 
portions  of  Day  street,  Ward  10,  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project. 

Passed  under   suspension  of  the   rule. 


APPEARANCE  OF  CITY  HOSPITAL 
TRUSTEES  AND  SUPERINTENDENT 
BEFORE    EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  City  Council  toe  requested  to  invite  the 
trustees  and  superintendent  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  to  attend  the  next  meeting  of  said 
committee  to  furnish  information  with  refer- 
ence to  the  recent  resignation  of  Miss  Laura 
Logan  as  Superintendent  of  Nurses. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  two  weeks  ago 
on  this  floor  I  introduced  an  order  which  read  that 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  request  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  to  have  nurses  on 
hand  for  emergency  purposes.  That  was  the 
nature  of  that  order.  I  later  came  on  the  floor 
here  and  I  said:  "Mr.  President,  may  I  move  that 
the  order  pertaining  to  nurses  in  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  referred  to  the  Hospital  Committee  so 
we  can  take  some  action  today."  There  being  no 
objection  the  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Hospitals.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Hospitals,  Councilor  Hurley,  asked  me  what 
day  I  wanted  the  committee  to  meet,  and  I  told 
him  it  was  agreeable  to  me  for  him  to  choose  the 
time  himself.  He  chose  last  Thursday  at  eleven 
o'clock.  Last  Thursday  at  eleven  o'clock,  I 
brought  in  the  brother  of  this  young  girl  who  died 


whom  I  referred  to  in  my  statement.  She  didn't 
die  without  a  nurse,  as  it  says  right  here  in  the 
record.  The  next  morning  at  11  o'clock  while  in 
there,  Councilor  Hurley,  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee, came  in  and  said,  "I  told  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  hospital  last  night  that  it  would 
not  be  necessary  for  him  to  appear  at  this  hearing 
this  morning."  Of  course,  1  do  not  think,  per- 
sonally I  may  be  wrong,  but  I  do  not  think  he 
had  any  authority  to  do  that.  I  think  that  a 
vote  should  be  taken  by  the  members  of  that 
committee.  Now  the  councilor  moved  that  the 
committee  go  down  to  the  hospital  and  hear  the 
superintendent  down  there.-  I  had  nothing  to  say 
in  my  order  in  regard  to  an  investigation,  and 
that  is  what  happened  at  that  hospital.  When 
the' committee  left  here  and  went  down  to  the 
hospital,  there  were  four  voted  in  favor  of  it,  and 
two  voted  against  it.  I  was  against  it  for  one 
reason,  the  fact  every  other  department  head, 
and  even  the  Boston  Finance  Commission  sent 
the  secretary  up  once  when  we  asked  them  to 
appear  here,  and  why  should  we  go  down  to  the 
City  Hospital  to  hold  a  hearing?  They  went  to 
the  hospital  and  later  a  statement  was  issued  to 
the  press  by  Councilor  Ward,  and  that  statement 
said  that  too  many  men  in  public  life  were  asking 
for  investigations.  Mike  Ward  misconstrued  in- 
tentionally just  what  this  order  was,  and  he  did 
it,  of  course,  as  I  have  said  on  the  floor,  before , 
for  political  purposes.  I  have  had  nothing  to  say 
about  any  investigation  in  my  order.  All  my 
order  read  was  that  we  have  suitable  or  adequate 
nurses  there  when  a  patient  was  dying,  and  when 
some  relative  of  that,  patient  either  pays  or  gets  a 
nurse  given  free.  Regarding  this  order  here  to- 
day, that  very  thing  was  just  one  of  the  tricks  of 
the  Committee  on  Hospitals  and  was  just  a  coat 
of  whitewash  given  to  it.  On  this  order  here  to 
have  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
appear  before  us  to  let  the  Executive  Committee 
know  the  circumstances  surrounding  the  discharge 
or  forced  resignation  of  Miss  Laura  Logan,  former 
Superintendent  of  Nurses  there,  on  May  2,  1938, 
Councilor  Agnew,  for  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, submitted  the  report  on  the  budget. 
On  the  next  page,  page  171,  Councilor  Dowd  said: 
"Mr.  President,  I  now  move  that  the  appropi  iation 
•  for  the  Boston  City  Hospital  be  reduced  by  the 
sum  of  $15,700.  Speaking  in  support  of  that 
amendment,  I  want  to  say  that  I  am  and  always 
have  been  a  firm  believer  in  the  idea  that  Boston 
jobs  should  be  given  to  Boston  taxpayers." 

Councilor  Norton  talked  on  the  order  and  said: 
"Mr.  President,  this  is  the  only  time  in  the  year, 
when  the  budget  is  before  us,  that  this  body  has 
an  opportunity  to  take  definite  action  so  far  as 
the  City  Hospital  or  any  other  department  is  con- 
cerned. The  principal  argument  in  favor  of  the 
trustees  in  the  matter  is  this, —  we  have  obtained 
the  very  best  woman  possible  to  obtain  to  take 
charge  of  the  sick  of  this  city.  That  argument, 
of  course,  is  unanswerable,  "nobody  can  possibly 
have  opposition  to  it.  The  trustees  say  'We  have 
obtained  the  best  woman  in  America  to  take 
charge  of  this  department  of  the  hospital.'  The 
question  naturally  arises  in  our  minds,  however, 
whether  there  was  not  a  proper  person  in  Boston 
who  might  have  been  obtained,"  and  so  forth. 

Councilor  George  Murray  said:  "Mr.  President, 
I  attended  the  budget  hearings  last  week  and  was 
particularly  interested  in  this  nurse  situation  at 
the  Boston  City  Hospital.  On  the  first  day  when 
we  took  up  the  hospital  budget,  Mr.  Carl  Dreyfus, 
a  trustee  of  that  institution,  was  present.  I  asked 
Mr.  Dreyfus  whether  or  not  he  had  any  corre- 
spondence in  regard  to  the  ability  of  Miss  Logan 
to  serve  in  the  hospital  as  Superintendent  of 
Nurses  and  he  said  he  had  a  file  and  would  pro- 
duce it  the  next  day.  The  next  day  he  was  not 
there,  but  another  trustee,  one  George  Parker, 
appeared,  and  Mr.  Parker  said  that  recommenda- 
tions of  Mips  Logan  were  purely  a  matter  of  talk, 
that  there  was  no  writing,  but  that  the  trustees, 
as  a  result  of  some  talk,  suggested  the  name  of 
Miss  Logan,  that  the  action  of  the  trustees  was 
brought  about  simply  by  word  of  mouth." 

Mr.  Dreyfus  said  he  had  a  file  and  would  pro- 
duce it  the  next  day.  Mr.  Dreyfus  was  in  favor 
of  Miss  Logan  being  Superintendent  of  Nurses. 
Now  Councilor  Dowd's  amendment  was  declared 
adopted  and  that  $15,700  was  taken  out  of  the 
budget,  and  if  my  memjoxy  serves  me  right  the 
trustees  of  the  hospital  in  some  manner  trans- 
ferred funds  so  .Miss  Logan  could  receive  her 
salary  and  those  who  voted  in  favoi  of  that  amend- 
ment were  Councilors  Agnew.  Dowd,  Englert, 
Fish,   Galvin,   Hani.-,   Hutchinson,    Irwin,    Kelly, 
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Kerrigan,  Lyons,  George  A.  Murray,  Peter  A. 
Murray,  Norton,  Taylor,  so  there  were  fifteen 
who  voted  in  the  affirmative  to  take  that  money 
out  of  the  budget  to  keep  Miss  Logan  from  getting 
her  salary.  Now  there  have  been  arguments  going 
on  previous  to  the  time  I  became  a  member  in 
regard  to  Miss  Logan  as  Superintendent  of  Nurses. 
Time  and  time  again  in  this  Council  Chamber  I 
have  heard  several  members  of  the  Council  say 
that  the  superintendent  at  the  hospital  there  was 
more  or  less  not  a  fit  person  to  run  that  institu- 
tion; that  the  nurses  were  running  him  and  were 
referring  to  him  as  "Papa,"  "Daddy,"  and  so 
forth.  Now,  I  want  to  know,  and  I  think  the  rest 
of  the  councilors  should  go  along  with  me  and 
find  out  why  Miss  Logan  was  discharged  mys- 
teriously; why  nothing  came  out  in  the  press 
about  her  forced  resignation  or  why  the  members 
or  trustees  who  saw  fit  to  protect  her  at  that  time 
didn't  issue  a  statement  to  the  press  so  that  the 
public  would  know  the  circumstances  surrounding 
the  resignation  which  was  forced,  I  am  told,  of 
Miss  Logan.  On  the  other  order  introduced  last 
week,  it  seems  too  bad  that  the  Council  members 
here  saw  fit  to  go  down  there  and  give  it  a  coat  of 
whitewash.  The  superintendent  should  have 
come  here  and  should  have  told  us  whether  he  had 
adequate  nurses  or  not.  That  is  all  we  wanted  to 
know.  Another  thing:  Only  the  six  members  on 
that  Committee  on  Hospitals  were  notified.  I 
thought  there  was  an  order  here  that  every  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Council  should  be  notified  as  to 
every  meeting  that  would  take  place  either  in 
Executive  or  in  the  Council  here,  and  I  hope  this 
order  goes  along  and  the  superintendent  and 
trustees  are  requested  to  come  down  and  tell  us 
the  circumstances  surrounding  the  dismissal  of 
Miss  Loean. 

Coun.  HURLEY — In  regard  to  the  order  intro- 
duced by  the  councilor,  1  am  not  talking  on  it. 
I  think  the  trustees  of  the  hospital  are  much  more 
capable  of  picking  the  heads  of  their  departments 
and  nurses  than  I  am.  Miss  Logan  was  not  fired; 
she  resigned.  In  answer  to  the  councilor  relative 
to  the  Committee  on  Hospitals  meeting,  that  meet- 
ing was  called  for  eleven  o'clock  on  that  particular 
morning,  but  prior  to  the  meeting  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  committee  deemed  it  wise  to 
transfer  this,  or  adjourn  this  meeting  to  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  where  all  of  the  paper  arrd  all  the 
records  concerned  would  be  available  without 
disrupting  the  service  in  the  Boston  City  Hospital. 
We  were  not  interested  irr  ourselves  only  when  we 
called  that  meeting.  We  were  interested  in  all 
the  people  of  Boston,  for  their  welfare,  and  we 
thought  it  was  the  wisest  thing  to  have  the  six  or 
seven  members  of  the  committee  and  newspaper 
men,  if  they  wished  to  come  alorrg  with  us,  and 
we  did  have  transportation  available.  This  was 
brought  very  forcibly  to  the  attention  of  all  the 
members  of  the  committee  and  the  newspaper  men 
present  that  I  did  have  ears  and  it  was  not  putting 
us  out  a  bit,  but  it  was  saving  the  hospital  attend- 
ants from  unnecessary  delays  in  the  performance 
of  their  duty  in  going  to  that  place  and  holding 
the  meeting.  It  was  voted  that  we  would  adjourn 
to  the  Boston  City  Hospital.  The  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  committee  in  company  with 
the  newspaper  men  were  transported  to  the 
trustees'  room.  The  only  question  before  the 
committee  was  relative  to  the  lack  of  nursing  for 
some  patients  that  were  in  the  City  Hospital  who 
died.  The  family  of  those  patients  had  the  entire 
sympathy  of  every  member  of  the  committee. 
We  went  there  with  the  purpose  of  straightening 
this  matter  out  in  fairness  not  to  the  Hospital 
Committee,  but  to  the  entire  population  of  Boston. 
As  a  result  of  the  hearing  Miss  Farrell,  the  matron 
on  duty,  was  called  in  and  produced  the  records 
and  I  think  that  the  report  or  the  letter  that  I  have 
here  will  answer  the  councilor  and  anyone  in- 
terested in  the  ease.     The  letter  is  as  follows: 

"Councilor  William  F.  Hurley,  Chairman,  Com- 
mittee on  Hospital. 

Dear  Councilor  Hurley, — At  the  hearing  which 
was  held  at  the  hospital  on  Thursday,  August  29, 
you  requested  me  to  furnish  information  concern- 
ing special  nurses  which  were  hired  by  the  hospital 
to  care  for  Margaret  Burge,  who  was  a  patient  on 
Medical  8. 

Special  nurses  were  employed  covering  the 
morning  shift  from  7.30  to  3.30  on  the  15th,  16th, 
17th  and  18th,  and  were  paid  for  by  the  family  of 
the  patient. 

Special  nurses  were  paid  for  by  the  city  from 
the  3.30  p.  m.  to  11.30  p.  m.  shift  August  14th, 
loth,  16th  and  17th. 


From  11.30  p.  m.  to  7.30  a.  m.  on  August  14th, 
15th,  16th,  17th  and  18th,  these  special  nurses 
were  paid  for  by  the  city. 

It  so  happened  that  the  nurse  who  was  to 
report  for  duty  at  3.30  in  the  afternoon  on  the 
18th  was  not  available.  The  night  nurse  who 
was  to  report  for  the  11.30  p.  m.  shift  was  asked 
to  come  in  early  and  was  with  the  patient  from 
7.30  in  the  evening  until  the  patient  died  early  the 
next  morning. 

The  patient  was  supplied  with  almost  continuous 
special  nursing  during  the  last  four  days  of  her 
stay  in  the  hospital. 

Yours  sincerely. 

James  W.  Manaby." 

Coun.  COFFEY— I  thought  somebody  else 
might  want  to  talk  on  the  order  and  that  is  why 
I  hesitated.  When  Councilor  Hurley  came  into 
that  hearing  that  morning  he  said  to  me,  "We 
are  going  down  there  for  this  reason,  that  the 
hospital  is  short-handed  on  nurses  and  there  is  no 
sense  in  taking  any  of  those  nurses  away  from 
their  duties.'  Well,  that  was  a  good  point 
brought  out.  But  the  statement  issued  to  the 
press  by  the  superintendent  said  they  were  not 
short-handed  on  nurses;  they  had  always  plenty 
on  hand.  Now,  in  this  case,  whether  the  nurse 
was  paid  for  or  not  does  not  amount  to  much  in 
this  matter,  but  the  fact  was  the  nurse  who  had 
been  with  her  for  four  afternoons  was  taken  off 
this  case  and  put  on  another  case.  Now  that 
other  case,  my  argument  is,  could  not  have  been 
more  serious  than  this  case  in  which  the  person 
passed  away  the  following  morning.  That  nurse 
made  three  telephone  calls  herself  to  find  out  how 
the  patient  was.  The  brother  of  this  girl  who 
passed  away  issued  a  statement  irr  the  executive 
chamber  in  the  presence  of  the  press  that  when 
he  went  to  Miss  Farrell,  and  she,  by  the  way, 
was  the  one  who  referred  to  Superintendent 
Manary  as  "Baby,"  kids  the  shirt  off  him,  and 
does  as  she  pleases.  I  never  met  Miss  Logan 
and  I  do  not  care  about  her,  but  the  fact  is,  she 
was  said  to  have  used  Hitler  tactics,  and  I  repeat 
I  think  she  should,  and  I  referred  them  to  the 
case  over  in  the  Soldiers'  Home  in  Chelsea,  where 
they  only  probably  house  a  thousand  patients,  to 
the  rule  there  that  any  patient  that  goes  on  the 
danger  list  shall  have  a  nurse  urrtil  he  is  either 
taken  off  the  danger  list  or  passes  away,  and  that 
is  a  ruling  that  should  take  effect  at  the  City 
Hospital,  because  no  one  wants  to  die  alone. 
This  brother  said  in  front  of  the  press  that  he 
went  arrd  asked  Miss  Farrell  for  a  receipt  for  that 
$5  he  paid  that  day  and  she  said,  "We  burn  all 
our  files  every  night."  I  say  if  we  are  going  to 
continue  to  give  it  another  whitewash,  all  right, 
but  let  us  get  them  up  here  and  see  if  we  cannot 
make  some  arrangements  whereby,  if  the  patient 
goes  on  the  danger  list,  he  should  have  a  nurse 
until  he  is  taken  off  the  danger  list  or  passes  away. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


INVESTIGATION     OF    REGISTRATION     OF 
VOTERS  IN   WARD  2. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Election  Com- 
missioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  investigate  the  registration  of 
voters  in  Ward  2  for  the  purpose  of  elimin- 
ating illegal  voters  from  the  list  in  said 
ward. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  the  reason  I 
introduced  this  order  is  because  of  the  Housing 
Project  that  went  up  in  that  district  last  year. 
Last  year  the  registration  for  Charlestown,  which 
is  Ward  2,  was  13,051  voters.  This  year  the 
registration  is  12,582,  or  a  drop  of  some  469. 
In  my  ward  we  did  all  we  could  to  get  the  voters 
registered  for  this  year  and  we  have  dropped 
over  600,  and  I  think  every  other  ward  in  the 
city  has  dropped  approximately  500  voters  from 
their  registration  from  1939  to  registration  of 
1940.  Now  that  information  has  come  to  me 
and  I  think  it  is  good  information,  there  were 
some  2,500  families  forced  out  because  of  this 
Housing  Project.  Now,  it  is  safe  to  assume 
that  2,000  of  those  families  didn't  move  into  the 
Charlestown  district  so  they  could  be  registered 
again  in  Ward  2  in  Boston.  If  my  information 
is  correct,  more  than  half  of  them  moved  out  of 
Charlestown    entirely.     I    asked    for    a    supple- 
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mentary  list  so  I  could  check  on  some  of  these 
new  voters  and  I  am  informed  by  the  Election 
Commission  that  the  list  will  not  be  complete 
until  September  14,  which  is  three  days  before 
election,  and  nothing  can  be  done  so  far  as  check- 
ing those  mattress  voters,  and  that  is  all  they 
are, — probably  the  same  group  that  registered 
over  there  some  three  years  ago  for  the  Mayoralty 
fight  when  250  illegal  voters  were  found.  I 
think  something  should  be  done.  I  think  it  is 
too  late  for  the  Election  Commission  not  to  have 
that  supplementary  list  ready  before  September 
14th,  which  only  gives  three  days  to  try  and 
check  on  some  of  these  illegal  voters  now  registered 
in  Ward  2,  and  I  think  something  should  be  done 
about  it  if  only  to  force  the  Election  Department 
to  hustle  up  and  get  that  list  ready  so  we  can 
see  just  what  is  what  in  Ward  2  in  Boston. 

President  GALVIN — Will  you  kindly  read  the 
order? 

(The  order  was  read  by  the  clerk.) 

President  GALVIN — I  believe  Councilor  Coffey's 
order  is  a  very  good  idea.  I  believe  they  should 
start  at  one  end  of  Boston  and  stop  at  the  other 
end  of  Boston  and  check  every  voter  in  the  entire 
city.  I  think  you  will  find  a  real  good  job  in 
registration  has  been  done  throughout  the  entire 
City  of  Boston.  All  our  Boston  newspapers  and 
every  report  of  the  Election  Department  show 
that  from  Ward  1  to  Ward  22  there  was  an  in- 
crease in  registration  throughout  every  ward  in 
the  entire  city  other  than  two  wards  in  Boston, 
one  of  which  is  Ward  2,  and  I  think  it  is  a  mighty 
fine  thing  to  go  right  through,  and  I  would  like 
to  add  an  amendment  that  they  mustn't  stop 
at  Ward  2  but  go  through  the  twenty-two  watds 
of  the  city. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  think  that 
the  President  of  the  Council  here  is  taking  the 
voting  list  of  1938.  I  agree  with  him  we  have 
increased  in  every  ward  in  Boston  in  the  1940 
registration  in  comparison  to  the  1938  registra- 
tion, but  the  1940  in  comparison  to  1939  regis- 
tration can  be  looked  up  easily  enough  and  you 
will  find  close  to  500  voters  in  every  ward  have 
■been  dropped.  The  reason  I  asked  for  this 
investigation  is  this,  the  last  investigation  proved 
conclusively  somebody  had  been  registering 
illegal  voters  in  Ward  2.  The  fact  was  brought 
out  by  the  Election  Department  and  the  District 
Attorney's  office.  There  have  been  over  2,500 
families  moved  out  of  Charlestown  and  I  cannot 
for  the  life  of  me  understand  why  they  have  only 
dropped  469  votes  from  the  1939  registration. 

President  GALVIN — Perhaps  it  might  be  one 
of  the  seven  wonders  of  the  world. 

Chairman  SHATTUCK— Does  Councilor  Coffey 
object  to  the  amendment? 

Coun.  COFFEY— Yes,  for  the  reason  it  will 
take  too  long.  I  say  now  that  in  Ward  2  2,500 
families  moved  out.  I  want  to  know  where  they 
went  to.  That  is  what  I  would  like  to  have 
investigated. 

Coun.  FISH — Speaking  on  the  order  as  amended, 
I  certainly  will  go  in  favor  of  having  an  investiga- 
tion by  the  Election  Commission,  knowing  how 
credible  a  job  they  did  a  few  years  ago  in  eliminat- 
ing illegal  voters,  but  I  believe  the  investigation 
should  go  over  the  entire  city  rather  than  confining 
it  to  one  ward. 

Question  came  on  President  Galvin's  amendment 
to  include  the  whole  city  in  the  investigation. 
Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Passed   under  susipension   of   the   rule. 


COOPERATION     OF     CITY     COUNCIL     IN 
ALIEN   REGISTRATION. 

Coun.  FISH  and  M.  H.  SULLIVAN 
offered    the    following : 

Whereas,  The  Mayor  of  Boston  is  cooperat- 
ing with  tine  Federal  Authorities  in  the  matter 
of    Alien    Registration ;   be   it 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Boston 
City  Council  go  on  record  as  pledging  their 
assistance  in  any  way  possible  in  furthering 
the  work  which  is  a  tremendous  task. 

Passed  under  susipension  of  the  rule. 


MILITARY     FORM     OF     SALUTE     TO     BE 
ADOPTED   BY  COUNCIL. 

Coun.     FIBH,     M.     H.     SULLIVAN,     land 
GOODE  offered   the  following : 


Ordered,  That  the  Boston  City  Council,  at 
the  next  meeting  adopt  the  military  form  of 
salute  as  prescribed  in  United  States  Army 
regulations  and  as  approved  by  vote  of  the 
Council,   and    be    it    further 

Ordered.  That  same  foe  the  permanent  pro- 
cedure   hereafter. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  was  happy  to 
see  that  the  Boston  City  Council  only  a  few 
moments  ago  passed  an  order  for  a  change  in  the 
salute  to  the  flag,  one  which  divorces  us  from  any 
similarity  to  the  salute  used  by  the  Nazi  Govern- 
ment, and  since  this  has  been  in  practice  in  several 
cities  of  the  United  States,  I  feel  that  we  should 
waste  no  time  in  setting  the  example  with  the  new 
military  form  of  salute  which  will  tie  the  civilians 
in, — -divorce  us  from  Naziism  and  tie  us  in  more 
with  our  own  Army  amd  Navy  and  enlisted  men, 
and  I  believe  we  should  set  the  example  and  start 
that  salute  at  our  next  meeting. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ADDITIONAL      HOUSING      PROJECTS      IN 
OHARLESTOWN. 

Coun.  GALVIN  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  make  a  survey  and  report  the  possibility  of 
additional  Federal  Housing  Projects  in 
Charlestown. 

Passed    under   susipension    of   the   rule. 


LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE  FOR  VETERANS 
IN  CITY  EMPLOY  DURING  LEGION 
CONVENTION. 

Coun.  GALVIN,  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  and 
LANGAN   offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  foe 
requested  to  grant  leave  of  absence,  without 
loss  of  pay,  to  all  veterans  who  are  employees 
of  the  city  who  desire  to  participate  in  the 
activities  of  the  National  Convention  during 
convention  week. 

Passed   under  suspension   of   the  rule. 


LAYING    OUT    STREETS    IN    READVILLE 
SECTION. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  make  a  survey  of  the  Readville 
Section  of  Ward  18  with  a  view  of  accepting 
and  laying  out  the  streets  in  that  part  of  the 
ward. 

Passed    under   suspension    of   the   rule. 


LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE  FOR  CITY  OR 
COUNTY  EMPLOYEES  WHO  ENTER 
SERVICE  OF   ARMED    FORCES. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Council  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
render  an  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  it  is 
permfes'ifole  to  grant  leaves  of  absence  to  all 
city  and  county  employees  who  enter  the 
service  of  the  armed  forces  of  the  United 
States,  with  or  without  their  consent  and 
whether  drafted  or  enlisted  for  the  dura- 
tion of   the  present  emergency. 

Passed   under  suspension  of   the  rule. 


ERECTION  OF  FENCES  AND  LIFE-SAV- 
ING EQUIPMENT  ALONG  NEPONSET 
RIVER. 

Coun.    GOODE    offered    the   following: 
Ordered,      That     the     Metropolitan      District 
Commission    be    requested,    through    his    Honor 
the  Mayor,    to   erect   fences   and   adequate   life- 
saving     equipment     along     the     banks     of     the 
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Neponset  river,  in  the  Mabtapan  and  Hyde 
Park  sections  of  our  city,  in  order  to  afford 
protection  to  children  and  others  at  itfhis  most 
dangerous    location. 

Coun.  GOODE — Mr.  President,  just  last  week 
a  person  lost  his  life  in  the  Neponset  river  in  the 
Hyde  Park  section  of  Ward  18.  Several  times 
every  year  this  unfortunate  occurrence  takes 
place  and  I  have  conferred  with  the  bereaved 
families  throughout  the  district  and  I  realize 
that  for  very  little  expense  this  river  can  either 
be  policed  or  have  life  savers  placed  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  in  order  that  assistance  may  be  given 
to  children  unfortunate  enough  to  get  too  far 
from  the  bank  of  this  river. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INSTALLATION  OF  "STOP"  SIGNS  AT 
BEACH,  WASHINGTON  AND  WAL- 
WORTH   STREETS. 

Coun.  GOODE  and  LYONS  offered  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
erect  "Stop"  signs  at  the  junction  of  Beech, 
Washington  and  Walworth  streets  in  the  Ward 
18   and   Ward   20   sections   of   RoslindaJe. 

Coun.  GOODE — Mr.  President,  1  have  been 
very  reluctant  to  introduce  an  order  which  would 
put  the  city  to  any  unnecessary  expense  in  erecting 
"Stop"  signs  at  intersections  throughout  the 
ward.  I  realize  if  we  spent  money,  or  appro- 
priated money  for  all  the  "Stop"  signs  requested, 
we  would  probably  have  "Stop"  signs  at  every 
intersection  in  the  city.  However,  at  the  inter- 
section of  Walworth,  Beech  and  Washington 
streets,  which  borders  on  Ward  20  and  Ward  18, 
many  serious  accidents  have  occurred.  A  few 
years  ago  a  policeman  lost  his  life  there  and  slill 
no  "Stop"  signs  were  ever  constructed.  Last 
Saturday  night  a  serious  accident  occurred  at 
this  intersection,  involving  several  cars  and  injur- 
ing several  people.  So  I  feel  that  this  is  one 
section  of  the  city,  or  one  intersection  where  the 
Boston  Traffic  Commission  would  do  well  to 
construct  a  "Stop"  sign,  and  I  hope  this  order 
will  pass. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


SPECIAL    NURSES    AT     CITY     HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  delegate  authority  to  appoint 
special  nurses  in  needy  cases  to  an  employee 
of  the  City  Hospital  other  than  the  super- 
intendent    thereof. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— I  listened  with  a  great 
deal  of  interest  to  the  statements  earlier  in  the 
day  relative  to  special  nurses  by  the  councilor 
from  East  Boston  and  I  agree  with  him  to  the 
point  that  something  was  radically  wrong  with 
the  system  in  use  at.  the  hospital.  I  feel  that  the 
chairman  of  the  Hospital  Committee  and  t lie 
other  members  of  that  committee  are  doing  every- 
thing that  they  possibly  can  so  that  the  City 
Hospital  should  render  hue  and  efficient  service, 
but  that  does  not  necessarily  answer  the  purpose. 
Now  I  have,  perhaps,  a  similar  complaint  to  that 
by  the  councilor  from  East  Boston.  On  Wednes- 
day of  this  last  week  the  father  of  a  thirteen-year- 
old  boy  came  to  see  me  about  that  boy.  The 
child  was  dangerously  ill  in  the  Boston  City  hospi- 
tal and  the  father  had  been  so  notified  by  the 
hospital  authorities.  The  condition  of  thechild 
demanded  that  he  receive  constant  care  and 
nursing  attention  so  that  his  life  might  be  spared. 
The  father  further  informed  me  that  he  had  been 
borrowing  money  for  special  nurses.  Now.  I 
told  the  father  that  if  he  could  continue  to  borrow 
a  little  additional  money  to  provide  at  least  for 
two  or  three  shifts  of  nurses,  perhaps  I  might  be 
instrumental  in  obtaining  one  nurse,  a  night 
nurse,  from  11.30  p.  m.  to  7.  30  a.  m.,  to  care  for 
this  child,  and  he  said  he  would  go  out  and  try  to 
borrow  this  money.  I  called  Doctor  Manary's 
office  about  noontime  of  the  day  that  I  talked  to 
the  father  and  I  was  assured  by  his  office  that  the 
nurse   would  be  placed  on  this  case,  and,  inciden- 


tally, I  left  the  information  with  his  office  that  the 
family  had  been  borrowing  money  to  provide  for 
at  least  two  out  of  the  three  shifts  of  nurses  and 
had  been  so  paying  for  the  two  out  of  three  shifts 
of  nurses.  Four  or  five  hours  went  by.  Some- 
time in  the  early  evening  of  that  day  the  father 
of  the  boy  called  me  and  told  me  that  no  instruc- 
tions had  been  left  in  the  matron's  office  to  provide 
for  this  night  nurse.  Now,  I  know  as  a  matter 
of  custom  that  Doctor  Manary  is  in  the  habit  of 
calling  the  matron  s  office  during  the  evening  so 
that  he  can  be  informed  as  to  what  requests  have 
been  placed  with  the  matron  for  these  nurses  so 
he  can  judge  his  actions  accordingly.  With  this 
thought  in  mind  I  informed  the  matron's  office 
again  that  evening  that  I  was  very  anxious  to 
obtain  a  nurse  for  this  child  who  was  so  danger- 
ously ill  and  believed  so  vital  to  spare  his  life  and 
the  matron  assured  me  that  if  and  when  Doctor 
Manary  called  this  case  would  be  called  to  his 
attention.  I  know  the  Mayor  of  Boston  is  deeply 
interested  in  having  the  fund  for  special  nurses  so 
used  that  human  life  can  be  spared,  but,  appar- 
ently, there  is  a  gross  abuse  of  this  fund  at  the 
Boston  City  Hospital,  because  this  nurse  never 
was  put  on.  The  same  situation  happened  the 
following  night  and  I  assure  every  member  of  this 
Council  here  I  phoned  again  not  only  to  the 
matron's  office  but  to  Doctor  Manary's  office 
during  the  day  when  I  was  again  assured  that  one 
nurse  would  be  put  on  for  this  boy,  and  again  I 
informed  Doctor  Manary's  office  that  the  family 
was  still  paying  fur  two  nurses  for  this  boy.  I 
wonder  how  long  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  intend  to  permit  Doctor  Manary  to  be 
the  czar  of  this  hospital  and  to  refuse  to  delegate 
authority  to  anyone  else  in  the  institution  to 
make  decisions  involving  matters  of  life  and  death. 
li  i  i  mattei  of  custom  that  every  member  of  the 
Council  is  aw. ire  (if.  (hat  no  one  in  that  hospital 
can  put  on  a  nurse  without  the  sanction  or  the 
approval  of  Doctor  Manary  and  if  Doctor  Manary 
is  missing  no  nurse  will  ever  be  put  on  ajid,  in- 
cidentally, when  Doctor  Manary  slates,  through 
his  office  or  otherwise,  that  he  will  put  a  nurse  on 
1  am  sorry  to  say  that  his  words  carry  no  weight 
and  no  guarantee  and  I  feel  this  is  a  condition 
that  ought  to  be  remedied.  If  Doctor  .Manary  is 
not  available  for  this  purpose,  and  he  usually  is 
not  available,  authority  to  put  on  nurses  should 
be  delegated  to  someone  else  who  can  exercise  full 
discretion  in  this  matter,  and  I  feel  once  and  for 
all  the  trustees  ought  to  dispose  of  this  vexing 
problem  by  placing  someone  in  full  charge  of 
special  nurses  oiler  than  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Boston  <  it v  Hospital 

Coun.  CAKEY  -May  I  ask  that  the  order  be 
read    again'.' 

(Order  read  by   the  clerk.) 

Coun.  CAREY  -Mr.  1'resident,  only  two 
mouths  ago  I  introduced  an  order  asking  that 
some  investigation  be  made  to  find  out  why  sub- 
ordinates in  the  hospital  did  not  follow  out  in- 
structions of  the  superintendent  when  requests 
were  made  for  speical  nurses.  My  order  at  that 
time  was  introduced  because  of  the  fact  that  I 
had  within  a  week  two  cases  up  there  of  patients 
for  whom  I  had  requested,  at  t tie  request  of  their 
families,  that  special  nurses  be  put  on.  Both  of 
[he  patients  subsequently  died.  In  one  case 
the  wife  of  the  patient  was  loaned  some  money  by  a 
tenant  in  the  house  to  pay  for  a  nurse  and  even 
then  no  nurse  was  provided.  Since  then  the 
councilor  from  East  Boston  has  complained  in 
this  chamber,  and  now  we  have  the  complaint  of 
the  councilor  from  Ward  14.  I  say  it  is  high  time 
that  something  was  done  about  it.  to  find  out  who 
is  running  the  City  Hospital  and  also  to  find  out 
how  long  the  families  of  patients  up  there  in  the 
City  Hospital  and  others  are  going  to  be  ignored. 
I  was  given  a  hearing  at  my  request  shortly  after  I 
introduced  my  order  and  I  find  the  trustees  were 
very  sympathetic  over  what  had  happened  and 
were  of  a  mind  to  see  that  conditions  were  remedied. 
Nevertheless.  I  can  say  when  I  left  the  hospital 
that  morning  I  did  not  feel  that  the  matter  had 
been  thoroughly  threshed  out.  In  fact.  I  felt 
nothing  had  been  accomplished.  I  certainly  think 
it  is  about  time  that  we  found  out  who  the  boss 
is  up  there  and  if  Doctor  Manary  is  not  the  boss, 
then  let  us  have  it.  It  is  an  easy  matter  for  those 
at  the  hospital  day  in  and  day  out  to  see  people 
brought  in  on  stretchers,  sometimes  at  the  point  of 
death.  It  is  just  one  case  after  another  with  them, 
but  for  the  families  of  those  suffering  victims  it  is 
another  case  and  I  think  it  is  our  duty  to  do  every- 
thing in  our  power  and  to  leave  nothing  undone  to 
correct    what   is   certainly  a   very   unhealthy  and 
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smelly  situation  up  there.  It  is  about  time  the 
situation  was  cleared  up  and  I  would  suggest  an 
amendment  to  the  order  of  Councilor  Gottlieb, 
asking  that  the  trustees  of  the  hospital  be  re- 
quested either  to  appear  here  before  the  Council 
or  that  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Council 
might  go  to  the  City  Hospital  and  meet  with  the 
trustees,  and  see  if  we  cannot  get  to  the  bottom 
of  the  special  nurse  situation  and  have  it  over  with. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — I  don't  know  whether  the 
councilor  who  submitted  the  order  intended  to 
take  away  from  Doctor  Manary  altogether 
authority  to  delegate  special  nurses.  If  that  was 
the  intention,  I  am  certainly  opposed  to  it,  but  I 
believe  since  Doctor  Manary  has  the  sole  authority 
to  appoint  special  nurses,  that  there  are  many  times 
when  Doctor  Manary  is  not  at  the  hospital  and  it 
is  important  to  get  a  special  nurse  in  a  very  urgent 
case.  I  would  like  now  to  amend  the  order  by 
adding  the  words,  "that  authority  be  delegated 
to  somebody  else  in  the  hospital  in  the  absence  of 
Doctor  Manary."  In  other  words,  in  the  event 
Doctor  Manary  is  nowhere  around  that  somebody 
else  in  the  hospital  is  to  have  the  authority  to 
delegate  the  special  nurses. 

Coun.  FISH — In  the  event  Doctor  Manary  is 
not  available,  that  he  delegate  that  authority  to 
some  other  individual  of  the  City  Hospital,  I  want 
to  state  publicly  on  the  floor  of  the  City  Council 
that  I  have  been  a  victim  of  the  personal  feeling 
that  has  reflected  itself  in  some  of  the  sick  of  my 
district.  That  personal  feeling  has  come  from  no 
one  other  than  the  nurse,  Miss  Farrell,  who  has 
stated  on  occasions,  because  of  her  animosity  to 
not  only  myself  but  my  brother  before  me,  that  I 
would  never  get  a  nurse  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
unless  I  spoke  directly  to  Doctor  Manary  and  if 
there  is  any  delegation  of  power  to  place  a  special 
nurse  for  any  of  the  patients,  I  strongly  urge  that 
that  power  be  placed  not  with  Miss  Farrell  but 
with  the  executive  in  charge  in  Doctor  Manary 's 

Coun!  GOTTLIEB— The  councilor  from 
Ward  12  was  not  certain  as  to  my  intention  in 
the  filing  of  this  order.  In  order  to  further  clarify 
my^intention  and  to  express  my  feelings  to  the 
utmost  in  this  matter  I  think  that  not  only  should 
Doctor  Manary  be  prevented  from  interfering  or 
exercising  any  authority  with  respect  to  the  hiring 
of  special  nurses,  but  I  think  he  should  be  stripped 
of  all  authority.  I  think  it  is  high  time,  the  way 
he  has  run  ,the  hospital,  that  he  should  retire 
He  is  reputed  to  be  worth  a  million  dollars.  I 
think  he  can  go  back  to  private  practice  and  we 
could  have  a  man  who  would  devote  more  time 
conscientiously  to  the  institution  that  requires 
so  much  time  and  effort  to  manage  in  his  place 
there. 

Chairman  SHATTUCK —  Question  now  comes 
on  Councilor  Taylor's  amendment. 

Coun.  COFFEY —  Speaking  on  the  amend- 
ment, of  course,  when  it  hits  home  the  other  coun- 
cilors will  introduce  similar  orders  to  the  one  I 
introduced.  I  think  this  can  all  be  ironed  out  if 
the  superintendent  of  the  hospital  was  summoned 
down  with  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  I  reiterate 
the  statement  I  made  before,  that  I  think,  regard- 
less of  the  expense  or  the  cost  to  the  City  of 
Boston,  a  nurse  should  be  available  for  any  pa- 
tient who  is  on  the  danger  list  up  until  the  time 
that  patient  either  is  taken  off  the  danger  list  or 
dies  and  I  think  the  only  solution  to  this  is  that 
we  bring  the  superintendent  of  the  hospital  here 
along  with  the  trustees,  and  then  we  can  settle 
this  once  and  for  all. 

Coun.  LYONS —  This  special  nurse  proposi- 
tion it  seems  to  me  to  be  more  or  less  far-fetched 
in  a  way.  I  think  every  little  kid  in  the  crib 
knows  about  special  nurses.  It  is  getting  to  be 
quite  a  racket  and  in  a  way  I  do  not  blame  Doctor 
Manary  in  his  attitude  toward  some  of  the  Coun- 
cilors or  toward  some  of  the  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives. Every  time  I  receive  a  call  that  a 
party  is  in  the  hospital  the  first  thing  they  want 
is  a  special  nurse  put  on.  People  should  have 
some  consideration  for  the  financial  condition  of 
the  City  of  Boston.  It  costs  $5  for  every  nurse. 
Doctor  Manary  is  a  real  humanitarian  and  is 
doing  a  pretty  good  job  under  the  circumstances. 
I  am  not  here  in  defense  of  him.  I  am  here  speak- 
ing because  Doctor  Manary  is  not  here  himself. 
Every  time  I  want  a  special  nurse  on,  if  I  figure 
the  case  is  urgent,  I  would  visit  the  patient  my- 
self, and  if  I  thought  the  patient,  needed  a  special 
nurse  I  got  one  on  before  I  left  the  hospital.  Now 
I  know  his  secretary  is  always  being  called  de- 
manding special  nurses.  Well,  there  is  always  a 
limit  and  a  depth  to  any  well.     The  nurses'    fund 


has  been  exhausted  for  quite  a  while  and  the 
Mayor  himself  has  donated  $5,000  to  the  fund 
in  commemoration  of  his  father.  That  has  been 
all  eaten  up  by  special  nurses.  I  do  not  think 
Doctor  Manary  will  refuse  a  legitimate  case.  I 
am  not  here  in  defense  of  him,  but  every  time 
I  thought  a  person  needed  a  special  nurse  I  got 
one  put  on. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Let  me  state  briefly,  for 
the  purpose  of  the  record,  that  I  have  never  re- 
quested a  special  nurse  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
except  for  a  patient  who  was  dangerously  ill  and 
so  marked  on  the  files  or  records  in  that  particular 
case. 

Coun.  CAREY — I  would  also  like  to  state  it  is  a 
rare  occasion  that  I  ask  for  a  special  nurse  there 
and  my  last  two  experiences,  both  the  patients 
on  the  danger  list  and  subsequently  died.  We 
always  have  had  chiselers  and  always  will  have. 
I  think,  however,  that  the  determination  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  request  comes  from  a  chiseler 
should  rest  with  the  trustees.  At  any  rate,  the 
nurse  should  be  provided  and  if  the  family  can 
pay  for  the  nurse  that  is  the  time  to  talk  about 
money,  but  when  people  are  there  on  their  death 
bed  and  need  special  attention,  I  say  that  we 
cannot  give  anything  that  is  too  good  for  that 
dying  patient. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — About  four  weeks  ago  I 
introduced  an  order  here  where  the  race  tracks 
were  to  pay  for  a  special  nurse  fund  in  the  Boston 
City  Hospital.  That  order  was  passed  by  the 
Boston  City  Council  and  never  was  returned,  I 
do  not  believe,  but  I  and  my  colleagues  here  are 
getting  up  and  talking  about  Doctor  Manary  and 
the  conditions  of  the  special  nurses'  fund  at  the 
Boston  City  Hospital.  I  say  it  is  all  right  for 
them  to  criticize  but  when  a  man  is  working  on  a 
fund  and  a  fund  has  given  out  through  some 
members  of  the  City  Council  insisting  that  nurses 
be  put  on  where  they  are  not  needed,  that  is  why 
the  fund  has  given  out.  Doctor  Manary  is  work- 
ing off  the  pay  roll  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
and  before  you  know  it  we  will  have  to  vote  so 
much  money  for  a  special  nurse  fund  and  I  think 
a  motion  is  in  order  after  the  amendment  is 
passed  that  we  make  a  special  nurse  fund  and 
make  it  permanent  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
and  do  not  criticize  Doctor  Manary  because  he 
has  not  had  ample  money  to  provide  for  nurses. 

Chairman  SHATTUCK— The  order  as  pre- 
sented by  Councilor  Gottlieb  reads  as  follows: 
"That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  dele- 
gate authority  to  appoint  special  nurses  in  needy 
cases  to  an  employee  of  the  City  Hospital  other 
than  the  superintendent  thereof."  Councilor 
Taylor  moves  that  be  amended  by  adding  at  the 
end,  "in  the  absence  of  Doctor  Manary." 

Coun.  FISH — If  I  may  make. the  request  now 
that  Doctor  Manary,  in  the  event  it  is  going 
through,  that  he  notify  the  members  of  the  Council 
who   he   does   designate   to   have    that   authority. 

Chairman  SHATTUCK— There  is  a  further 
amendment  which  Councilor  Carey  offered  which 
the  Chair  will  read:  "To  amend  the  order  by 
having  the  trustees  either  appear  here  before  the 
City  Council  or  else  have  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee meet  at  the  hospital  with  the  trustees  in 
order  that  the  nursing  situation  may  be  thoroughly 
gone  into." 

The  Chair  will  rule  that  this  amendment  is 
more  properly  the  subject  of  a  separate  order  if 
the  councilor  wishes  to  offer  it. 

Coun.  Gottlieb's  order  as  amended  was  adopted. 


ROPING  OFF  STREETS  AND  DISPLAY  OF 
FLAGS  DURING  LEGION  CONVEN- 
TION. 

Coun.    HURLEY  offered   the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  in- 
structed to  rope  off  the  streets  along  the 
route  of  the  parade  to  be  conducted  by  the 
American  Legion  during  convention  week  of 
the  National  Orgiaroi nation  and  to  arrange  also 
for  the  display  of  the  Flag  at  all  points  under 
his  jurisdiction,  during  that  week,  the  ex- 
pense of  same  to  be  charged  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil   Fund   for    Ropes,    Flags   and    Stakes. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the   rule. 

Coun.  COFFEY— I  ask,  Mr.  President, 
unanimous   consent   to   make  a  6tatement. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Chairman     SHATTUCK— Is    there    any    ob- 
jection ? 

Coun.    TAYLOR— I    object. 


ERECTION  OF  BLEACHERS  AT  RONAN 
PARK. 

Coun.    KELLY    offered    the   following : 
Ordered,   That  the   Park   Commission   be  re- 
quested,   through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
elect    bleachers    on    Ronan    park,    Ward    15,    as 
a   W.    P.    A.   project. 

Passed   under   suspension  of  the  rule. 


INSTALLATION  OF  SIDEWALK  IN 
WARD    19. 

Coun.    LANG  AN    offered    the   following : 

Ordered,  Thait  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  sidewalks  on  the  following- 
named    streets    in    Ward    19 : 

Lindall  street,  Newbenn  street.  Pond  street, 
from  Centre  street  to  the  Jamadcaway,  John 
A.    Andrew   street. 

Passed    under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


MARKER  AT  SOUTH  BOSTON  MUNICIPAL 
BUILDING  DESIGNATING  SITE  OF 
FIRST   SCHOOL    FOR    BLIND. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  SCANNELL  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  make  provision  for  the  erection  of 
a  permanent  marker,  to  be  placed  on  the 
South  Boston  Municipal  Building,  designating 
the  original  siite  of  the  first  school  for  the 
blind. 

Passed   under   suspension  of  the  rule. 


ADDITIONAL     HELP     FOR     CUSTODIANS 
OF  PLAYGROUNDS. 

Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
furnish  the  custodians  of  the  various  play- 
grounds with  additional  help,  either  from 
W.  P.  A.  or  from  the  welfare  rolls,  in  order 
that  the  playgrounds  may  be  kept  in  proper 
condition. 

Passed    under   suspension   of   the   rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
speed  up  the  work  on  the  tennis  courts  at 
Billings  Field  and  Fallon  Field,  Ward  20, 
in  order  that  they  may  be  in  suitable  condi- 
tion   as   soon   as    possible. 

Passed   under   suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered.  That  the  Park  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
assign  a  matron  to  both  the  Billings  Field 
and   Mary  Draper  Playgrounds  in  Ward  20. 

Coun.  LYONS — I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in 
behalf  of  those  three  orders.  About  six  months 
ago  I  introduced  similar  orders  relative  to  the 
condition  of  the  playgrounds  in  Ward  20.  There 
happens  to  be  three  playgrounds  out  there  and 
the  condition  cf  the  tennis  courts  is  really  deplor- 
able. The  tennis  courts  have  been  under  con- 
struction now  for  the  last  two  years.  The  people 
in  my  ward  during  the  summer,  fall  and  early 
spring  are  really  tennis  enthusiasts.  Some  people 
play  golf,  but  the  biggest  part  of  the  younger 
generation  are  playing  tennis  today.  It  is  really 
deplorable  to  go  into  a  playground  in  Boston  and 
I  think  I  am  talking  in  behalf  of  all  the  play- 
grounds where  they  have  inadequate  help  to 
start,  with.  There  must  be  W.  P.  A.  and  welfare 
workers  who  can  be  assigned  to  the  playgrounds. 
Out  in  my  playground  today  they  have  shower 
baths  for  girls.  I  think  it  is  false  economy  to  have 
shower  baths  where  the  girls  cannot  take  a  shower 
after  tennis  or  the  various  games  they  participate 


in  due  to  the  lack  of  matrons,  and  I  urge  the  Park 
Commissioner  to  put  matrons  there,  not  only  for 
the  summer  but  during  the  winter  when  they  go 
skating.  I  have  had  quite  a  few  requests  due  to 
the  lack  on  the  part  of  the  Park  Commissioner. 
I  am  not  saying  the  ground  keepers  are  accountable 
for  it.  They  range  between  fifty-five  and  sixty 
years  of  age  and  taking  care  of  eleven  acres  is  a  big 
job,  so  I  hope  the  Park  Commissioner  will  sit 
down  with  the  Mayor  of  Boston  and  provide 
some  means  of  going  ahead,  fixing  the  tennis 
courts  and  reconditioning  the  ball  field  and  most 
of  all  put  matrons  where  they  belong. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPT     AND     LAY     OUT     CHELMAN 
STREET. 

Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  Chelman  street, 
Ward  20,  as  a  public  highway,  under  the 
W.    P.    A.    plan    of   construction. 

Passed    under    suspension   of   the   rule. 


ACCEPT   AND   LAY  OUT   CENTRE 
TERRACE. 

Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requestd,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  Centre  terrace. 
Ward  20,  as  a  public  highway,  under  the 
W.    P.    A.    plan    of    construction. 

Passed    under    suspension   of   the   rule. 


VETERANS'  PREFERENCE  FOR  THOSE 
DRAFTED  IN  THE  NATIONAL  DE- 
FENCE   PROGRAM. 

Coun.    LYONS    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
draft  a  bill  for  presentation  to  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature  providing  that  vet- 
arans'  preference  in  Civil  Service  be  extended 
to  persons  drafted  into  the  military  or  naval 
service  of  the  United  States  in  connection 
with    the     National    defence    program. 

Coun.  LYONS — I  have  introduced  this  order 
at  this  time  to  have  the  boys  who  are  being  drafted 
on  compulsory  military  training  for  a  year,  sup- 
posed to  start  the  middle  of  September,  ages 
ranging  from  eighteen  to  thirty-one,  given  the 
preference.  Ever  since  the  Civil  War  veterans 
have  been  given  preference.  Now,  I  think  it  is  a 
very  good  order  for  the  youth  of  today  to  be  given 
preference  if  they  are  going  to  devote  one  year  of 
their  time  and  money  and  effort  to  become  soldiers 
in  the  United  States  Army,  so  I  think  in  the  1941 
session  of  the  Legislature  it  should  be  presented , 
and  so  far  as  civil  service  jobs  are  concerned, 
these  boys  who  devote  a  year  of  their  time  should 
be  given  preference  just  as  well  as  the  veterans 
of  the  World  War. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FOOD    STAMP    PLAN. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Orderd,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  expedite  the  establishment  of  the 
Food  Stamp  Plan  and  make  available  its 
benefits  to  recipients  at  the  earliest  possible 
time. 

Coun.  RUSSO — The  reason  for  introducing  this 
order  is  merely  my  having  the  thought  in  mind 
that  winter  is  approaching  and  to  see  these  persons 
who  wait  at  the  depot  where  the  commodities 
are  distributed,  and  especially  these  poor  and 
elderly  people  who  have  to  walk  from  quite  a 
distance  from  one  part  of  the  district  to  another, 
I  feel  that  it  is  time  that  the  Mayor  shall  do  his 
best  to  expedite  and  put  into  operation  this 
food  stamp  plan  which  will  benefit  the  poor  of 
Boston  who  are  in  need  and  which  will  eliminate 
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all  the  waiting  and  suffering  by   waiting  in  line 
at  these  commodity  stations. 

Passed   under   suspension  of  the  rule. 


NAMING  OF  THOMAS  ANDREWS  SQUARE. 

Coun.    RUSSO    offered    the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  space  at  the  junction  of 
Tyleir  and  Harvard  streets,  Ward!  3,  be 
named  the  Thomas  Andrews  square,  in  honor 
of  said  Thomas  Andrews,  a  veteran  of  the 
World  War. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  have  been  requested  by  the 
American  Lebanese  Organization  in  conjunction 
with  the  American  Legion  Poet  105,  to  introduce 
this  order.  It  is  their  desire  to  name  this  particular 
square  at  the  corner  of  Harvard  and  Tyler  streets 
in  memory  of  this  man,  as  he  enlisted  since  1915 
and  1919  and  served  in  the  World  War  in  the 
United  States  Army  and  I  therefore  feel  it  is  my 
duty  to  present  this  order  and  I  hope  this  order 
will  pass. 

Passed  under   suspension  of  the  rule. 


OPPOSITION  TO  PROPOSED  LEGISLA- 
TION PROHIBITING  NATURALIZED 
CITIZENS  TO  WORK  ON  DEFENSE 
WORK. 

Coun.    RUSSO    offered    the    following: 

Whereas,  There  are  thousands  of  natural- 
ized citizens  in  Boston  and  in  the  United 
States    who   are   good   citizens,   be   it 

Resolved,  Th»t  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  opipose  legislation  now  before  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  under  the 
general  "National  Defense  Act"  which  would 
prohibit  or  make  difficult  the  employment  of 
naturalized  citizens  by  corporations  or  con- 
cerns engaged  in  general  defense  work,  thus 
denying  true,  worthy  citizens  who  were  ad- 
mitted to  this  country  after  great  expense  on 
their  part,  the  right  to  employment  and  the 
right  to  enjoy  the  advantages  and  the  rights 
guaranteed    them    under    our    constitution. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  thank  God  that 
we  still  live  here  in  Ameiica,  the  land  of  freedom 
and  justice,  and  that  no  man  can  stop  the  free 
speech  which  the  American  Government  guaran- 
tees to  everyone  here  in  America.  The  reason  I 
have  introduced  this  order  is  because  I  hold  here 
in  my  hand  a  cut  from  a  newspaper  in  the  City  of 
Boston  which  says:  "The  first  to  get  birth  certifi- 
cate as  the  result  of  the  Lynn  General  Electric 
Company  order  iequiring  only  native-born  em- 
ployees to  be  assigned  to  Government  work." 
I  say,  Mr.  President,  that  I  as  one  as  a  naturalized 
American  citizen  who  came  to  these  shores  as  a 
young  boy,  one  who  knows  no  other  government 
than  our  Government,  this  great  democracy  in 
America,  and  one  who  will  give  his  life  to  defend 
the  principles  and  ideals  which  America  stands  for; 
one  who  upon  reaching  age  took  it  upon  himself 
to  exercise  his  mind,  his  heart  and  his  conscience, 
to  swear  allegiance  to  our  flag  and  country;  to  have 
that  opportunity  which  the  American  way  gives 
to  every  American  citizen,  can  stand  here  on  this 
floor  and  defend  not  only  myself  but  the  millions 
throughout  the  City  of  Boston  and  throughout  the 
United  States  who  through  no  fault  of  their,  own 
were  born  in  other  sections  of  the  world,  and 
then  to  have  a  company  such  as  this,  eliminate  all 
those  who  are  naturalized  American  citizens  from 
employment  in  a  position  of  faith,  honesty  and 
security  of  that  company.  I  say.  Mr.  President, 
that  this  is  discrimination  upon  these  individuals, 
as  I  stated  before  who,  through  no  fault  of  their 
own,  were  born  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  I  had 
nothing  to  do  or  none  of  us  had  anything  to  say 
about  where  we  were  born.  That  was  an  act  of 
God,  and  if  that  is  an  act  of  God  then  I  thank  God 
for  the  land  that  gave  me  birth,  but  I  also  thank 
God  that  gave  me  the  mind  and  soul  and  con- 
science that  when  I  reached  the  age  thai  the 
United  States  Government  requires  to  become  an 
American  citizen,  that  I  for  one  took  that  pledge 
knowing  what  I  was  going  into,  knowing  with  my 
own  free  exercise  of  my  conscience  and  mind  that 
I  was  adopting  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  adopting  my  flag — the  American  flag. 
Are  we  Americans  who  are  naturalized  not  as  equal 


as  any  American-born?  I  for  one,  and  I  know  I 
speak  the  sentiment  of  millions  of  Americans, 
naturalized  Americans,  here  in  the  United  States, 
say  that  we  have  equal  rights  regardless  of  where 
we  were  born,  regardless  of  what  country  we 
sprang  from;  that  when  we  swore  that  allegiance 
we  took  that  in  our  heart  and  it  was  inscribed  in 
our  heart  and  in  our  mind.  I  say,  Mr.  President, 
that  this  Council  should  go  on  record  as  opposed 
to  any  such  legislation;  that  we  thank  God  we 
still  stand  here  in  Ameiica,  the  land  of  freedom 
and  justice,  the  land  that  we  will  give  everything 
to,  that  is  ours  to  defend  America  and  our  demo- 
cratic form  of  government.  So  let  me  say  again 
that  I  hope  the  proper  authorities  will  take  the 
proper  steps  to  eliminate  such  discrimination  as 
this  to  be  allowed  even  to  be  printed  in  any  news- 
paper sand  I  thank  God  again  that  I  live  in 
America,  my  country,  and  for  the  American  way 
of  living. 

Passed    under   suspension    of    the    rule. 


INSTALLATION  OF  SEATS,  WATER 
FOUNTAIN  AND  TREES  AT  FATHER 
BUCKLEY    PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following  : 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Oomimission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  seats,  water  fountain  and  trees  on  the 
Father  Buckley  Playground,  Ward  6,  and  to 
resurface  same  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of 
construction. 

Passed   under  suspension   of  the   rule. 


INSTALLATION   OF  SAFETY  ISLANDS   AT 
DUDLEY   AND    WASHINGTON  STREETS. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  two  safety  islands  at  the 
junction  of  Washington  and  Dudley  streets, 
Ward     9. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CHANGE     IN     METHOD     OF     SALUTING 
FLAG    BY   SCHOOL    CHILDREN. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Boston 
City  Council  go  on  record  as  favoring  a 
change  in  the  method  of  pledging  allegiance 
to  the  Flag  dn  the  Boston  Public  Schools  so 
that  the  public  school  children  will  salute  the 
national  emblem  in  the  same  manner  as  do 
the  members  df  the  armed  forces  of  the 
United   States;   and   be   it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  order  be 
forwarded  at  once  to  the  Boston  School  Com- 
mittee which  is  now  in  session. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
introduced  this  order  as  a  result  of  action  taken 
in  several  American  cities,  most  recently  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh,  in  which  the  order  as  adopted 
in  the  Council  passed  there  and  accepted  by  the 
School  Committee,  to  salute  the  flag  in  accordance 
with  American  traditions  and  standards.  It 
seems  the  American  (lag  salute  adopted  and  in 
use  closely  resembles  that  used  by  the  Nnzi 
forces  and  that  has  resulted  in  severe  criticism 
of  t  lie  method  adopted  by  several  American  lead- 
ing newspapers.  The  Boston  Post  recently  com- 
mented favorably  upon  this  proposed  order,  and 
Chairman  Joseph  (,'.  White  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee has  indicated  that  he  will  introduce  an 
order  to  the  School  Committee  this  afternoon.  I 
think  the  Boston  City  Council,  which  has  taken 
.action,  should  indicate  its  preference  for  t  hi-  Ameri 
can  way  of  doing  it  in  accordance  with  the  method 
used  by  the  American  armed  forces.  I  think  it. 
would  create  a  favorable  reaction  among  American- 
minded  people  in  Boston  and  I  believe  it  would 
result  in  favorable  commendation  being  received 
from  patriotic  citizens  throughout  the  land.  I 
think  the  Boston  City  Council  should  show  the 
School  Committee  that  we  believe  we  should 
adopt  the  American  way  of  saluting  the  flag.     1 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


ask  that  this  order  be  passed  and  a  copy  forwarded 
at  once  to  the  School  Committee  which  is  going 
to  take  action  on  this  matter  today. 

Coun.  RUSSO — My  colleague,  the  councilor 
from  Ward  22,  for  whom  I  have  the  highest 
respect  and  esteem,  by  presenting  this  order  at 
this  time,  I  feel  must  be  hysterical  over  the  situa- 
tion, over  the  European  situation.  I  maintain  as 
an  American,  that  we  should  salute  our  flag  in 
the  tradition  that  has  been  laid  down  or  given 
to  us  by  our  forefathers  from  the  day  that  our 
allegiance  to  the  flag  was  inscribed.  I  say  if 
there  is  some  similarity  in  our  salute  to  our  flag 
to  any  other  "ism"  that  may  be  formed  in  the 
world,  that  we  ought  to  be  glad  that  they  are  fol- 
lowing in  our  footsteps.  We  all  know  that  since 
we  have  been  going  to  school  we  were  taught  to 
salute  our  flag,  standing  erect,  and  pointing  to 
our  flag  with  our  right  hand  extended,  as  a  symbol 
of  affection  and  admiration  for  the  flag  which  we 
all  love.  Therefore,  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  see 
any  reason  why  we  should  instruct  our  children 
in  public  schools  to  salute  our  flag  in  a  militaristic 
manner  when  we  know  other  countries  throughout 
the  world  are  saluting  in  a  militaristic  manner. 
I  say  as  Americans,  let  us  be  Americans  in  the  good 
American  way.  Let  us  live  up  to  our  traditions 
that  have  been  handed  down  to  us  for  so  many 
centuries.  I  feel  at  this  time  it  is  to  my  state 
of  mind  inconsistent  and  ridiculous,  may  I  say, 
to  do  otherwise  because  of  some  similarity  to  any 
other  country.  The  children  have  saluted  our 
flag  for  many  years.  I  say,  go  ahead  as  we  have 
as  American  citizens.  Stand  up  as  Americans  and 
fear  no  one,  and  especially  if  we  are  going  to  allow 
our  children  in  our  public  schools  to  salute  our 
flag  in  a  militaristic  manner,  then  they  are  not 
following  in  our  footsteps.  Let  us  eliminate  all 
of  it  and  go  on  with  the  traditions.  God  bless 
America,  and  let  us  be  Americans  in  the  American 
way. 

Coun.  GOODE — As  I  understand  this  order 
which  will  be  introduced  in  the  Boston  school 
system,  it  is  the  method  of  saluting  the  flag  used 
today  by  the  armed  forces  of  the  nation.  In  my 
opinion  the  method  used  by  the  Army  and  Navy 
should  be  that  used  by  the  school  children.  Cer- 
tainly it  is  an  unusual  thing  to  salute  the  flag 
in  one  manner  and  then  when  the  person  grows 
up  and  becomes  perhaps  a  member  of  the  Army 
or  Navy,  or  an  enlisted  or  organized  reserve,  to 
salute  the  flag  in  a  different  manner.  I  believe 
the  manner  used  by  the  armed  forces  of  the 
nation  is  the  oldest  known  method  and  certainly 
it  should  be  used  in  the  Boston  school  system. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — I  am  inclined  to  go  along  with 
Councilor  Sullivan  in  this  particular  order.  While 
there  is  no  reason  for  any  hysteria  along  those 
particular  lines,  nevertheless,  after  listening  to 
radio  reports  and  reading  the  newspapers,  of 
actions  by  a  form  of  government  which  will  rain 
down  bombs  of  death  and  destruction  on  civilians 
and  people  who  are  unable  to  defend  themselves, 
whether  or  not  that  particular  form  of  govern- 
ment is  copying  our  salute  or  not,  I  believe  that 
anything  similar  to  their  actions  we  should  get 
away  from,  and  I  intend  to  vote  along  with  Coun- 
cilor Sullivan. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the  rule. 


STUDY     BY     BOARD     OF     ASSESSORS     OF 
ASSESSMENTS    IN    WARD    22. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  of 
the  City  of  Boston  be  requested,  throuigh  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  study  at  once  the 
assessments  on  Ward  22  properties  for  the 
purpose  of  revising  and  reducing  the  same  in 
accord  with  trie  precedent  established  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor   one  year  ago. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Relative  to  the 
study  of  assessment  in  Ward  22,  a  year  ago  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  established  a  precedent  when 
he  visited  the  Board  of  Assessors  and  requested 
that  they  defend  the  action  upon  lowering  of  the 
assessment  in  Ward  22  after  assessment  on  469 
parcels  of  property  had  been  increased  in  that 
section.  As  a  result  of  action  taken,  the  people 
of  Ward  22  whose  properties  had  been  assessed 
were  informed  they  should  file  application  for 
abatement  to  the  Board  of  Assessors,  and  as  a 
result  of  study  made  after  the  action  taken  by 


the  local  assessor,  369  properties  were  granted 
abatements  in  Ward  22.  This  year,  because  of 
some  arbitrary  action  by  the  local  assessor  in  the 
district,  a  number  of  properties  were  again  raised 
which  were  reduced  last  year, — they  were  again 
raised  this  year  to  the  figure  to  which  they  were 
increased  last  year  and  in  some  instances  the 
amount  this  year  exceeded  that  of  last  year. 
Upon  further  study  by  the  Board  of  Assessors 
they  reduced  the  assessment  to  what  had  been  in 
effect  in  1938  and  as  a  result  of  arbitrary  action 
taken  by  the  local  assessors,  there  is  a  duplication 
of  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Assessors, 
who  have  treated  my  section  fairly,  and  I  feel  it 
is  really  duplicating  the  efforts  of  the  Assessing 
Department  in  doing  what  they  did  last  year. 
It  is  making  more  work  there  and  is  working  a 
hardship  among  the  lower  salaried  people  in  my 
ward.  They  are  entitled  to  fairer  consideration 
by  the  men  who  cover  the  territory  out  there. 
I  do  not  mean  this  as  a  criticism  of  the  Board  of 
Assessors.  When  I  brought  this  action  to  the 
attention  of  the  Mayor,  they  were  more  than  fair 
in  their  attitude  toward  the  people  of  my  district 
and  I  do  not  mean,  certainly,  to  reflect  upon  the 
integrity  of  the  men  making  the  assessments,  but 
I  am  moved  by  a  spirit  of  fair-mindedness  toward 
the  people  of  my  district.  I  know  the  Mayor  will 
go  along  with  this  order  and  the  Board  of  Assessors, 
and  I  would  like  to  have  them  call  in  the  local 
assessors  and  ask  if  he  cannot  do  something 
whereby  he  will  not  be  raising  the  property  every 
year,  forcing  the  Board  of  Assessors  to  reduce  it 
and  cause  undue  hardship  for  the  people  owning 
their  own  property. 

Coun.  LYONS — I  had  a  similar  order,  and  I  will 
let  it  pass  now  and  speak  briefly  on  this.  In  my 
ward,  I  have  the  biggest  amount  of  home  owners 
in  Boston.  Telephone  calls  have  been  coming  in 
the  last  two  weeks,  when  they  received  their  tax 
bills  of  $500  to  SI, 000  tax  addition  over  1939. 
One  man,  a  business  man  in  Roslindale,  out  of  a 
clear  sky  with  nothing  additional  on  to  his 
property,  they  put  $10,000  extra  on  one  parcel. 
Another  business  man,  $12,000.  The  assessors  in 
Boston,  especially  the  first  assistant  assessors,  if 
they  have  any  wisdom  or  brains  at  all  should 
work  with  the  people  of  Boston  who  pay  their 
week's  pay.  I  do  not  see  why  an  innocent  person 
has  to  stand  the  brunt  and  keep  his  rents  down, 
and  out  of  a  clear  sky  have  a  first  assistant  assessor 
put  $10,000  on  the  property.  I  say  it  is  ridiculous. 
Home  owners  may  have  been  assessed  for  $6,000 
or  $7,000  without  any  additional  garages, — maybe 
a  man  put  a  coat  of  paint  on  the  house  and  was 
assessed  $500  to  $1,000  more.  I  am  glad  Councilor 
Sullivan  has  introduced  this  order  and  it  is  not 
the  Mayor  of  Boston's  fault,  although  he  has 
taken  the  blame  for  it.  The  Board  of  Assessors 
should  instruct  the  first  assistant  assessors  to  use 
their  sound  judgment,  if  they  have  any,  and  I 
move  to  amend  that  to  include  Ward  20. 

Coun.  GOODE — I  hope  the  Board  of  Assessors 
will  reconsider  the  action  taken  in  the  city  in 
raising  the  assessment  on  the  home  owners.  In 
my  section,  in  some  sections  of  my  ward,  no 
public  works  improvements  have  been  made  in 
a  period  of  years;  no  improvements  made  in  the 
homes  and  then  we  find  the  assessments  raised. 
If  this  continues  much  longer  without  improving 
the  public  works  facilities  throughout  the  city, 
particularly  in  my  district,  we  will  be  driving 
potential  home  owners  and  taxpayers  out  of  the 
city  into  the  nearbv  cities  and  towns. 

Coun.  FISH— Briefly,  Mr.  President,  I  would 
ask  that  the  amendment  to  that  order  also  include 
Ward  16.  It  was  only  this  morning  I  met  a  home 
owner  in  whose  behalf  I  appealed  for  a  lower 
valuation  last  year,  and  he  received  that.  Now 
when  he  received  his  tax  bill  for  1940,  it  was  back 
to  the  old  valuation.  Now  if  the  property 
warranted  that  it  should  be  reduced  in  1939,  I 
see  no  reason  why  it  should  be  increased  the 
following  year.  Possibly  in  the  next  few  days  I 
will  be  besieged  by  the  home  owners  out  there,  as 
Councilor  Sullivan  has  been,  and  I  would  like  to 
just  put  this  word  in  in  advance  of  those  calls  and 
have  that  amended  to  include  Ward  16. 

Coun.  CAREY — I  have  had  the  same  experience 
in  my  ward  that  has  been  the  case  in  every  other 
ward  in  the  city  and  as  the  councilor  just  said, 
in  some  cases  I  handled  for  taxpayers  last  year 
and  succeeded  in  getting  a  reduction  in  their 
assessment  of  $500  to  $1,000,  the  bills  were  sent 
out  this  year  at  the  old  figure.  I  think,  however, 
this  is  probably  due  to  the  shortage  of  help  in  the 
Assessing     Department.     You     cannot     have     a 
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system,  as  we  are  having  it  here  today,  a  Mayor 
struggling  along  with  nothing  to  work  with,  with 
a  shortage  of  help,  and  expect  the  records  to  be  up 
to  date  and  complete.  It  simply  doubles  the 
work.  The  cases  last  year  in  my  ward  where  I 
had  reductions,  may  necessitate  those  people  filing 
this  year  application  for  the  second  time.  It  will 
necessitate  going  over  the  applications  by  the 
first  assistant  assessor  and  then  by  the  Board. 
It  will  be  further  work  for  the  clerical  staff  already 
deluged  with  work  down  there.  I  think  it  might 
be  well  first  to  consider  adding  on  to  the  clerical 
force  in  the  Assessors'  Office,  but  for  those  who 
have  had  valuations  raised,  it  might  be  well  if 
some  public  announcement  was  made,  because 
many  taxpayers  are  not  aware  that  they  might 
file  this  application  between  now  and  October  1st, 
claiming  or  asking  for  a  reduction  in  their  assessed 
valuation. 

Coun.  HURLEY— I  move  the  words  "Ward  20" 
be  stricken  from  the  original  order  and  be  amended 
to  include  the  entire  City  of  Boston.  I  think  we 
will  get  along  much  faster  than  having  each 
councilor  getting  up  and  speaking  on  the  order 
and  asking  that  it  be  amended  to  include  his  own 
ward. 

Chairman  SHATTUCK— Will  the  councilor 
from  Ward  22  accept  the  amendment? 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— I  will  accede  to 
the  suggestion  of  Councilor  Hurley. 

Order  passed  with  the  amendment  to  include 
all  the  wards  of  the  city,  passed  under  suspension 
of  the  rule. 


REFRAINING  FROM  INCREASING  AS- 
SESSMENT ON  BUILDINGS  REPAIRED 
IN   THE   NATURE    OF   UPKEEP. 

Coun.    TAYLOR    offered    the    following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
refrain  from  increasing  the  assessed  valuation 
of  houses  and  buildings  (because  of  improve- 
ments and  repairs  made  by  the  owners  in  an 
effort  to  keep   up   their  properties. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  many  of  the 
councilbrs  rose  to  their  feet  on  a  previous  order 
with  reference  to  increased  valuations  on  prop- 
erties over  the  last  year.  I,  too,  concur  with 
them  in  that  respect,  because,  in  my  opinion, 
conditions  are  such  in  the  City  of  Boston  that  in 
no  way  has  affected  real  estate  so  as  to  increase  it 
in  value.  However,  this  particular  order  is  some- 
what different.  There  are  many  people  in  Boston 
owning  property  who  desire  to  improve  their 
property  and  because  of  the  fact  they  are  afraid 
the  assessors  might  increase  the  valuation  to  an 
already  overburdened  business  or  home  owner, 
they  are  reluctant  to  repair  these  houses.  In  my 
opinion  the  most  important  thing  in  government 
today  is  an  attempt  to  keep  people  at  work,  to 
try  and  provide  employment  for  people  who  are 
out  of  work.  We  have  an  opportunity  to  do  so 
here  in  this  city  today.  Many  people  desire  their 
homes  repaired  and  improved  and  by  so  doing  it 
will  of  necessity  put  a  great  many  people  in  em- 
ployment. I  say  I  think  the  Board  of  Assessors 
ought  to  cooperate  with  the  rest  of  the  municipal 
office  holders  and  refrain  from  increasing  valua- 
tion in  any  home  because  of  any  improvement 
during  the  period  of  the  year. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


OPENING      UP      IDLE      FACTORIES      FOR 
USE  IN  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  WORK. 

Coun.  TAYLOR  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  re- 
quested to  take  up  with  the  Massachusetts 
delegation  in  Congress  the  matter  of  opening 
up  all  idle  factories  throughout  the  sitate  by 
furnishing  work  which  they  may  do  in 
connection  with  the  national  defense  pro- 
gram and  which  would  furnish  employment 
for  thousands  of  citizens. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — Mr.  President,  we  all  know 
that  a  great  many  million  dollars  are  being  spent 
by  the  Federal  Government  for  defense.  We  all 
know  in  Massachusetts  we  have  a  great  many 
factories   which   are  idle  at  the  present   time, — 


factories  which  heretofore  were  successful  busi- 
nesses and  which  employed  a  great  many  people. 
I  think  we  now  have  a  golden  opportunity  to  put 
many  people  to  work  and  if  the  Mayor  will  con- 
tact the  Congressmen  and  Senators  of  our  State 
who  will  exercise  their  influence  in  Washington, 
I  am  sure  many  of  these  factories  can  be  employed 
for  useful  purposes  and  many  people  will  be  re- 
turned to  work. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Coun.  LINEHAN — I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  make  a  statement,  Mr.  President? 

Chairman  SHATTUCK— Is  there  objection? 
The  Chair  hears  none. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  Chairman,  probably 
what  I  am  going  to  do  today  might  be  considered 
very  much  of  a  political  blunder  on  my  part,  but 
it  so  happens  I  have  made  political  blunders  in 
my  own  district  and  seem  to  have  gotten  away 
with  it.  During  this  week  I  have  sat  at  home  and 
listened  to  a  radio  speaker  espouse  the  cause  of  a 
candidate  for  public  office.  During  that  speech 
this  particular  party  happened  to  refer  to  the 
members  of  the  Boston  City  Council.  He  also 
used  his  title  as  President  of  the  Boston  City 
Council.  Then  he  went  on  to  read  a  so-called 
letter  which  I  am  going  to  assume  was  signed  by 
certain  members  of  the  Boston  City  Council, 
because  it  was  stated  that  that  was  the  fact. 
Of  course,  I  did  not  mind  the  fact  up  to  that  point 
of  the  reading  of  the  letter,  but  after  he  had  read 
what  I  believe  was  the  full  contents  of  the  letter, 
he  didn't  read  out  the  signatures  of  the  members 
of  the  Boston  City  Council  who  had  signed  that 
petition  and  I,  for  one,  coming  from  Ward  7  in 
South  Boston,  who  was  in  favor  of  another  candi- 
date, I  am  rising  to  my  feet  today  to  at  least  let 
the  people  of  Ward  7,  from  which  the  candidate 
whom  1  am  for  comes  and  who  has  served  this 
Body  honestly  and  faithfully  in  the  past,  not  only 
as  an  ordinary  member  of  the  Boston  City  Council, 
but  also  as  President  of  the  Boston  City  Council, 
and  as  President  there  is  no  question  about  it 
that  he  had  the  reputation  of  doing  the  finest  job 
as  Acting  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston  when  he 
was  called  upon  to  do  that  job,  and  I  refer  to  the 
hurricane  situation.  The  man  I  refer  to  was  John 
Kerrigan,-  who  I  am  espousing  the  cause  of,  not  on 
this  particular  floor  here.  I  haven't  taken  the 
floor  of  any  place  to  espouse  his  cause  other  than 
in  a  friendly  way  to  pass  the  word  along  in  a  nice 
quiet  way.  But  I  thought  best  not  to  campaign 
for  him  openly,  but,  having  known  him  and  his 
family  all  my  life,  and  knowing  him  to  be  the  fine, 
honest  type  of  fellow  he  is,  I  couldn't  help  but 
come  out  for  that  young  man.  Now  I  want  to 
serve  notice  on  anybody,  whether  he  is  President 
of  the  City  Council  or  what  position  he  might  have 
in  government,  that  when  he  uses  the  name  of  the 
Boston  City  Council,  whatever  position  he  might 
hold,  and  then  go  on  to  include  certain  members 
of  the  Body  which  he  served  as  its  leader,  that  he 
owes  it  to  the  minority  members  to  name  those 
men.  Otherwise,  men  such  as  myself  who  live 
in  South  Boston  are  going  to  have  people  in  Ward 
7  who  love  and  respect  the  man  running  against  the 
man  whose  cause  he  espoused,  think  that  Councilor 
Linehan  is  for  a  fellow  from  Charlestown  by  the 
name  of  Freddie  Sullivan.  I  might  add  now  I 
only  decided  to  do  this  within  the  last  half-hour. 
I  have  been  debating  it  with  myself  for  the  last 
half-hour  and  I  have  only  mentioned  it  lo  another 
man  whom  I  know  is  also  with  the  fellow  that  I 
am  going  to  vote  for  for  Sheriff  of  Suffolk  County. 
I  hope  in  the  future  when  the  President  of  I  his 
Body  espouses  the  candidacy  of  any  public  servant 
or  anybody  running  for  any  office  and  he  uses  the 
group  and  does  not  specify  the  men,  hereafter 
I  will  get  up  every  lime,  as  I  have  done  today,  in 
order  not  only  to  show  where  I  stand,  but  I  think 
it  is  fair  for  the  other  minority  members  here  who 
are  not  with  that  particular  candidate  because  of 
the  fact  that  Johnnie  Kerrigan  is  a  well-liked 
fellow  not  only  in  South  Boston  but  all  over  the 
city.  There  are  different  members  of  this  Council 
whose  names  I  can  read  off  who  arc  not  going  to 
espouse  the  candidacy  of  that  man.  People 
might  say  they  will  never  vote  for  me  because  I 
went  back  on  my  candidate.  That  is  why  1  am 
forced  to  say  I  for  one  espouse  the  candidacy  <>( 
John  Kerrigan  for  sheriff,  and  I  hope  this  notice 
gets  around  to  the  people  in  Ward  7  whom  I 
represent  and  they  know  I  am  for  that  particular 
gentleman. 
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President  GALVIN— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  ask  unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  SHATTUCK— Is  there  objection? 
The  Chair  hears  none. 

Coun.  GALVIN — Mr.  President,  it  is  unusual, 
and  I  feel  that  it  is  unethical  to  bring  political 
contests  into  the  Council  Chamber.  I  know  if  I 
am  with  a  candidate  for  office  I  do  not  keep  it  a 
secret,  and  if  I  feel  I  want  the  people  of  my  district 
to  know  who  I  am  with,  I  come  out  openly  and 
tell  them  and  I  do  not  keep  it  in  such  a  manner 
they  wonder  whether  I  am  or  I  am  not  with  that 
individual.  When  I  stated  on  the  radio  that 
I  had  the  majority  members  of  this  City  Council 
with  their  names  signed  to  it  with  the  person 
who  seeks  that  office,  I  told  no  lie  and  I  do  not 
feel  as  though  I  used  the  title  of  President  of  the 
Boston  City  Council,  which  office  you  have  elected 
me  to,  disgracefully.  I  say  at  the  present  time 
it  is  an  easy  matter  for  an  individual  to  bail 
himself  out  by  putting  it  on  record,  but  I  know 
if  I  came  from  South  Boston  and  was  with  John 
Kerrigan  I  wouldn't  tell  it  to  200  people.  I  would 
tell  it  to  700,000  people  on  the  radio  that  I  was 
for  Kerrigan. 


REPAIRING   STREETS  IN   WARD  21. 

Coun.  GALVIN  for  Coun.  Ward  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,    through    his    Honor    the  Mayor,   be   re- 


quested   to   repair   Mechanic   street,    Ward    21, 
under   the  W.   P.  A,  type  of  construction. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  re- 
quested to  repair  LaRose  place,  Ward  21, 
under  the  W.  P.  A   type  of  construction. 

Passed   under  suspension  of   the  rule. 


ACCEPT  AND   LAY  OUT   LAROSE  PLACE. 

Coun.  GALVIN  for  Coun.  Ward  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested  through  "his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  LaRose  place, 
Ward    21.    as    a    public    way. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the   rule. 


REPAIRING    OF    MATHER    STREET. 

Coun.  WICKES  and  FISH  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered.  That  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repair  Maither  street,  from  Dor- 
chester avanue  to  Allston  street. 

Passed   under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned     at     5.50     p.     m.,     to     meet 
Monday,  September  16,  1940,  at  2  p.  m. 


on 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  September  16,  1940. 

Regular  meeting  off  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  p.  m., 
President  GALVIN  in  the  chair.  Absent, 
Coun.    Kelly,    Ward,    Coffey. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  6allute  to 
the   Flag. 


TRANSFER  OF  FUNDS  FOR  W.  P.  A. 
PROJECTS. 

The  following  was  received: 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  tlhe  Mlayor,  September  16,   1940. 
To   the   City   Council, 

Gentlemen, — The  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners requests  an  additional  sum  of  $3110 
to  carry  on  to  completion  a  W.  P.  A  project 
covering  a  field  and  office  survey  of  the 
number,  type  and  measurement  of  all  signs, 
awnings,  marquees,  etc.,  having  a  6-inch  en- 
croachment into  city  property.  Two  hundred 
and  ten  dollars  of  this  sum  is  to  purchase 
6.000  guide  cards  for  the  catalogue  file,  and 
$100  for  the  rental  of  typewriters.  This 
survey  and  its  resulting  catalogue  file  is  most 
important  to  the  efficient  operation  of  this 
department. 

Due  to  the  completion  Of  the  W.  P.  A. 
projects  in  the  Registry  Department  there 
will  be  an  unexpended  balance  in  the  H 
item  of  the  budget  of  this  department,  and  in 
compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners,  I  am  forwarding  here- 
with an  order  transferring  the  sum  off  $310 
from  the  H  item  in  the  budget  of  the  Registry 
Department  to  the  H  item  in  the  budget  off 
the  Street  I/aying-Out  Department,  and  recom- 
mend adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Maukicb  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer : 

From  the  appropriation  for  Registry  De- 
partment, H,  Relief  Projects,  $310,  to  the 
appropriation  for  Street  Laying-Out  Depart- 
ment, H,  Relief  Projects,   $310. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFERS      WITHIN     DEPARTMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  following  was  received : 
City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mlayor,  September  16,   1940. 
To  the   City  Council, 

Gentlemen, — I  aim  forwarding  requests  for 
transfers  within  departmental  appropriations 
in  the  following  departments  and  recommend 
adoption  of  'the  accompanying  orders  by  your 
Honorable  Body:  Institutions  Department, 
Steamer  "Stephen  J.  O'Meara" ;  Licensing 
Board. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  off  the  Acts  off  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  In- 
stitutions Department,  Steamer  "Stephen  J. 
O'Meara"  : 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  $4,400,  to  the  appropriation  for  B, 
Contractual  Services,  $4,300 ;  C,  Equipment, 
$100. 


Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Licens- 
i  ng  Board  : 

From  the  appropriation  for  D,  Supplies,  $89, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C,   Equipment,   $89. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS     REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz. : 

Claims. 

Beaver  Transportation  Express,  for  compen- 
sation for  damage  to  truck  by  Fire  Depart- 
ment  truck. 

Theodore  S.  Dahlquist,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at 
290   Boylston  street. 

Martin  J.  Giovenela,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of  duty  . 

Alpihonsus  T.  Kerle,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  72  Navarre  street, 
caused  by   fire  truck. 

flVLairgiaret  I.  Morsette,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  dress  caused  by  an  alleged  defect 
in    Arcadia    park,    Dorchester. 

William  Moulton,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Blue   Hill   avenue. 

Arthur  F.  Ohrenberger,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  371  Neponset 
avenue,  caused  by  leak  in   water  main. 

Mary  A.  Parlon,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  320 
Lamartine  street. 

Mrs.  Sylvester  A.  Reinhalter,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  property  at  25  Gretter  road, 
caused  by  blasting. 

Harriet  D.  Bobbins,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
F    street. 

Symphony  Flower  Shop,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  240  Huntington 
avenue,  ■  caused   by  bursting  of  water  pipes. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 
Petitions  for  driveway   openings1: 
Golden    Dome   Bottling    Company,    at    Colum- 
bus   avenue. 
H.  P.  Hood  &  Sons,  Inc.,  at  Saratoga  street. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Boston  American  League  Base- 
ball Company  for  license  to  conduct  Sunday 
sports    at    Fenway    Park. 

Petition  of  Henry  Petrdla,  employed  as 
laborer,  to  be  retired  under  the  provisions  off 
the   Laborers   Reitrement  Act. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  HELEN  M.  SULLIVAN. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  appointment  by 
the  Board  of  Assessors  of  Helen  M.  Sullivan 
to  be  a  First  Assistant  Assessor  in  the 
Assessing    Department.       .    : 

Placed  on   file. 


COMMUNICATION     FROM     SWAN 
COMPANY. 

Communication  was  received  from  James  T. 
Swan  Company  regarding  Elevated  investiga- 
tion. 

Placed    on    file. 


DECORATION    OF    BUSINESS    HOUSES 
DURING     LEGION     CONVENTION. 

Coun.  TALYOR  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,    That    his    Honor    the   Mayor   request 

the  business   men  of   Boston   to   cooperate  with 

the    city     to    decorate     their     buildings    during 

the  week  of  the  American   Legion   Convention. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  LYONS  the  Council 
voted  at  2.30  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  re- 
assembled in  the  Council  Chamber  and  were 
called  to  order  by  President  GALVIN  at  3.45 
p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE     COMMITTEE     REPORTS. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted   the  following : 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Henry  Petrola 
(referred  tod'ay)  to  be  retired  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Laborers  Retirement  Act — 
recommending   passage  of  the  following  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for 
Laborers  be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of 
the  Acts  of  1-911-4,  Henry  Petrola,  employed  as  a 
laborer  and  repairer  in  the  "Water  Division  of 
the  Public  Works  Deporlbment,  he  having 
reached  the  ace  of  sixty-four  years  and  being 
physlically    incapacitated. 

Report    accepted,    said   order    passed. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
order  (referred  this  day)  for  transfer  of 
$310  from  the  Registry  to  the  Street  Laying- 
Out  Department  and  various  within  depart- 
mental  transfers — 'that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted ;  said  orders  passed,  yeas 
15,   nays   0. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
order  (referred  this  day)  for  transfer  of 
appropriations  within  the  Institutions  Depart- 
ment and  Licensing  Board — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted ;  said  orders  passed,  yeas 
15,    nays    0. 

4.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
order  (referred  September  9)  for  transfer  of 
$10,000  from  the  Contingent  Fund  to  the 
Boston  Finance  Commission  to  continue  study 
of  investigation  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Rail- 
way Company — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted ;  said  order  passed,  yeas  15, 
nays   0. 


'Coun.  LYONS — I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
make  a  statement,  Mr.  President,  for  the 
purpose  of   the  record. 

President  GALVIN— The  Chair  hears  no 
objection. 

Coun.  LYONS — Relative  to  this  order  for  the 
transfer  of  $7,000  for  further  investigation  of 
the  Boston  Elevated,  the  reason  why  I  re- 
frained from  voting  one  -way  or  the  other  was 
because  we  had  Mr.  Callahan  representing 
the  City  of  Boston  as  the  attorney  for  the 
Finance  Commission  to  investigate  the  Boston 
EJevated.  Up  to  the  present  time  there  has 
been  an  expenditure  of  $44,000  for  this  type 
of  work.  I  think  it  is  an  injustice  upon  the 
taxpayers  of  Bostlon  to  further  go  ahead  and 
appropriate  $10,000  for  Mr.  Callahan's  work. 
In  the  executive  session  he  stated  that  $10,000 
was  inadequate;  he  would  want  $20,000  to  com- 
plete it,  and  after  he  had  investigated  he  would 
probably  give  nothing  to  prove  to  the  people 
that  his  efforts  and  the  money  expended  were 
worthwhile.  If  he  delivered  or  presented  any 
concrete  evidence  _  this  afternoon  up  to  the 
present  time,  or  in  the  last  five  years  of  his 
investigation,  that  it  would  be  worthwhile  to 
appropriate  the  $10,000  or  $20,000,  I  would 
go  ahead  and  vote  for  it,  but  I  am  One  of 
those  people  who  are  really  working  in  the 
interest  of  the  taxpayers,  and  I  think  every 
councilor  here  is  doing  the  same  thing.  I  am 
not  voting  for  one  cent  for  Mr.  Callahan  or 
anybody  else  if  he  cannot  prove  to  the  City  of 
Boston,  the  Council  and  the  Mayor,  that  his 
efforts   are  worthwhile. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  make  a  statement.  Mr.  President. 

President  GALVIN— I  do  not  hear  any  ob- 
jection. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  while  this 
order  has  been  passed  it  might  be  more  or 
less  of  a  useless  gesture  to  talk  about  it,  but 
in    view    of    what    the    councilor    from    West 


Roxbury  has  stated,  I  feel,  in  due  justice  to 
the  fact  an  investigation  is  now  being  made, 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  attorneys  in 
order  to  make  a  proper  investigation.  1 
don't  know  Mr.  Callahan  and  I  have  never  met 
him  before,  but  I  asked  him  one  question 
which  was  rather  significant,  and  his  answer 
satisfied  me.  I  asked  him  whether  he  would 
like  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not 
this  investigation  would  help  the  taxpayers  of 
the  City  of  Boston  and  he  answered  "Yes." 
Now  we  all  know  the  situation  of  the  Boston 
Elevated.  It  costs  the  City  of  Boston  over 
$2,000,000  a  year,  which  is  quite  a  considerable 
sum  on  the  tax  rate.  The  investigation  has 
already  started,  and  I  am  informed  that 
progress  is  being  made.  We  as  members  of 
the  City  Council  are  interested  in  getting  a 
reduction  of  this  deficit,  this  barnacle  on  the 
treasury  of  the  City  of  Boston.  The  Legisla- 
ture has  put  upon  the  City  of  Boston  this 
burden  and  it  is  up  to  us  to  make  some  effort 
to  get  rid  of  it.  Now  that  the  investigation  is 
in  progress,  I  don't  think  we  ouijht  to  do  any- 
thing that  will  retard  it  for  the  sake  of  an- 
other $10,000  or  $20,000.  So  I  say,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  the  Council  in  view  of  the  fact  the 
Finance  Commission  has  taken  action  and  at 
the  conclusion  of  this  matter  the  taxpayers  of 
the  City  of  Boston  will  forever  thank  the 
Boston  City  Council,  and  it  certainly  will  be  a 
feather  in  the  cap  of  the  Boston  City  Council. 
I  say,  Mr.  President,  that  we  should  go  ahead 
with     this     investigation. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President.  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  GALVIN— The  Chair  hears  no 
objection. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK-nMr.  President,  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Council.  I  moved  in  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  to  put  this  matter  over  in 
order  that  we  might  have  a  hearing  on  it.  I 
think  that  hearing  was  worthwhile.  I  was 
impressed  with  what  Mr.  Callahan  had  to  say. 
I  feel  that  the  investigation  is  in  competent 
hands.  I  feel  at  the  end  of  the  investigation  we 
and  the  public  will  have  some  knowledge  as  to 
what  is  what  in  this  Elevated  controversy, 
and  I  think  that  it  is  worth  going  through 
with  and  I  therefore  voted  for  it. 


PAYMENT    OF    AID    TO    SOLDIERS    AND 
SAILORS. 

Coun.  ENGLERT.  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  order  for  payment  of 
aid  to  soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families 
in  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  month  of 
September. 

Report  accepted ;  said  order  passed. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
submitted  the  following : 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Namy  M.  Samya 
for  driveway  opening  at  439  Harrison  avenue 
(referred  July  22) — recommending  that  leave 
be  granted. 

Report  accepted  ;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Golden  Dome 
Bottling  Company,  Inc.,  for  driveway  opening 
on  Columbus  avenue  (referred  September  16) 
— recommending  that  leave  be  granted. 

Report  accepted ;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


SCHEDULE      FOR      DISTRIBUTING      COM- 
MODITIES  TO  W.   P.  A. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  officials  of  the  Works 
Progress  Administration  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  arrange  a  schedule  in 
distributing  commodities  to  W.  P.  A.  em- 
ployees whereby  it  will  be  possible  for  an 
employee  to  get  his  commodities  on  his  dav 
off. 


SEPTEMBER    16,    1940. 
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ICoun.  CAREY — (Mir.  President,  there  has 
been  recently  inaugurated  a  schedule  that  per- 
mits the  distribution  of  commodities  in  certain 
districts,  or  rather  in  any  district  only  on  a 
certain  day  of  the  "week.  We  can  all  under- 
stand, of  course,  that  the  matter  of  dis- 
tributing these  commodities  'is  not  an  easy 
job  on  the  part  of  the  W.  P.  A.  officials,  in 
order  to  haive  an  adequate  system  working. 
However,  as  I  find  it,  based  on  complaints  that 
have  come  to  me,  it  is  working  a  great  hard- 
ship on  those  employees  to  be  forced  to  go 
and  get  their  commodities  on  a  certain  day 
because  in  altogether  too  many  cases  the  day 
on  which  he  has  to  get  his  commodities  is"  a 
day  he  is  working.  We  have  in  many  cases 
fathers  of  families  who  are  obliged  to  go  and 
get  those  coimmOdities.  The  mother,  or  wife, 
being  busy  'with  her  household  duties,  cannot 
leave  the  home.  The  children  are  too  small, 
and  therefore  the  work  devolves  upon  the 
father.  I  hope  this  order  will  be  sent  along 
and  a  change  will  be  made  in  their  plans  so 
that  commodities  can  be  distributed  on  a  day 
convenient  to  the  workers. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INSTALLATION     OF     SIDEWALK     ON     K 
STREET. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  SCANNELL  offered 
the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  artificial  stone  sidewalks  on 
both  sides  of  K  sltreet,  Wards  6  and  7,  the  work 
to  be  done  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESTORATION    OF   NUTRITION    CLASSES 
IN    SCHOOLS. 

Coun.  LLNEHAN  and  SCANNELL  offered 
the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  School  Committee 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  reconsider  their  decision  to  close  nutrition 
classes  in  schools  where  they  formerly  existed 
with  a  View  to  restoring  these  classes  for  the 
school  year  1W40-41  and,  at  the  same  time, 
installing  any  additional  classes  that  may  be 
necessary  in  other  schools  throughout  the 
city. 

Conn.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  speaking 
on  the  order  regarding  requesting  the  Mayor 
to  send  'to  the  School  Committee  asking  it  to 
rescind  its  order  which,  I  believe,  has  meant 
the  closing  of  nutrition  classes  in  five  schools 
of  Boston.  Now  it  is  my  understanding  from 
what  information  I  could  get  from  the  School 
Committee's  office  and  other  sources,  that 
those  nutrition  classes  have  existed  for  thirty 
years  and  it  is  also  my  understanding  that 
these  nutrition  classes  have  d'one  the  world  of 
good  to  the  undernourished  children  of  Boston. 
I  noticed  here  only  a  short  time  ago  the  Mayor 
had  proposed  to  spend  $5,000  for  hot  lunches 
in  different  sections  of  the  City  of  Boston  for 
the  school  children.  That  is  all  well  and  good, 
but,  in  my  opinion,  that  $5,000  is  not  neces- 
sarily going  to  take  dare  of  the  undernourished 
children.  It  is  going  to  take  care  of  all 
types  of  children,  whether  or  not  they  get 
enough  food  at  home  or  whether  or  not  they 
do  not  get  enough  food  at  home.  Now, 
primarily,  I  think  the  members  of  the  Council 
and  School  Committee  should  be  interested  in 
building  up  the  health  and  well-lbeing  of  not 
those  who  are  in  good  health  and  get  plenty 
of  food  at  home,  but  in  building  up  the  health 
and  bodies — and,  in  my  opinion,  it  wiM  reflect 
on  their  minds — of  the  under-nourished  chil- 
dren. Now  I  talked  with  the  office  of  the 
School  Committee  today  and  they  agreed  they 
had  closed  the  nutrition  classes  in  the  fol- 
lowing schools :  Dorchester  High  School  for 
Girls  Annex,  Boston  Girls'  High  School  Annex, 
Mary  E.  Curley  Intermediate  School  in  Ja- 
maica Plain,  the  Noreross  School,  located  in 
South  Boston,  and  also  the  Plummer  School 
in   East  Boston.     Now  I  know  what  exists  in 


South  Boston  in  regard  to  under-nourished 
children  and  I  believe  the  same  thing  exists 
in  East  Boston  and  in  the  districts  in  which 
these  other  schools  are  located,  and  I  sug- 
gest that  Ibhe  Mayor  of  Boston  notify  the 
Boston  School  Committee  that  for  the  benefit 
of  the  under-nourished  children  of  Boston, 
not  only  in  those  five  schools,  but  also  in 
other  sections  of  the  city,  that  those  nutri- 
tion classes  should  be  resumed.  Let  us  forget 
those  who  are  getting  plenty  of  food  at 
home  and  take  care  of  the  under-nourished 
children  as  has  been  done  in  the  past  thirty 
years.  This  is  not  the  time  to  abolish  such 
a  practice  as  this,  and  transferring  money,  if 
that  is  what  has  been  done,  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  are  well-nourished,  and  that  is 
what  is  going  to  happen  in  the  hot  lunch 
program.  It  has  been  sitarted  in  South  Boston. 
The  children  as  a  whole  are  participating  in 
that  particular  program  which  has  bene- 
fited not  only  the  under-nourished  but  also 
the  well-nourished  children.  I  say  it  would 
be  better  to  do  away  with  the  hot  lunch  pro- 
gram for  all  the  children  who  might  be  in  good 
health  and  getting  plenty  to  eat  at  home 
and  transfer  it  back  to  where  it  belongs  and 
give  the  food  to  the  children  who  are  under- 
nourished, and  I  hope  the  Mayor  will  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  the  School  Committee  to 
pay  moire  attention  to  the  under-nourished 
children  because  they  are  the  ones  who  need 
it.  I  hope  the  order  is  passed  unanimously. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CORRECTION     OF     THE     RECORD. 

Coun.  RUiSSO — 'I  move  that  a  change  be 
made  in  the  record  on  page  348  of  the 
September  91th  record,  on  the  left-hand  corner 
of  the  page,  17th  line  from  the  bottom  up, 
where  it  says  "of  that  company."  It  seems 
to  me  there  must  be  a  misprint  because  I 
have  in  my  possession  a  copy  of  my  remarks 
made  here  last  week  and  it  says  there  "our 
oounltry,"     instead    of     "that    company." 

President  GALVTN— The  record  ..will  be 
corrected. 


NEXT   MEETING. 

Coun.  FISH— (Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
when  we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  in  two 
weeks,  in  view  of  the  coming  Legion  Con- 
vention. 

The   motion   was   carried. 


SPEAKER  WILLIAM   B.   BANKHEAD 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  hereby  expresses  its  sorrow  because  of 
the  untimely  death  of  William  B.  Bankhcad, 
Speaker  of  the  Naltional  House  of  Representa- 
tives ;  and  the  City  Council  further  expresses 
the  hope  that,  in  place  of  this  illustrious  states- 
man, Congressman  John  W.  McCormack  of 
Boston  be  elevated  to  the  Speakership  of  the 
House  of  Representatives' in  Congress. 
Passed    under  suspension    of   the   rule. 


ENLARGING       VOCATIONAL       TRAINING 
CLASSES. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
enlarge  their  vocational!  training  classes  in. 
order  that  students  who  have  passed  through 
the  eighth  grade  may  have  an  opportunity 
to  study  any  trade  in  which  they  may  be 
interested. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON— -Mr.  President,  sev- 
eral mothers  in  the  district  have  come  to  me 
and  'told  me  that  their  sons  couldn't  get  into 
the  different  high  schools  and  take  the  trades 
they  wished  to.  Obviously,  the  Government 
program    has    made    the    boys    more    interested 
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in  taking  trades.  As  a  result  many  boys  who 
planned  last  year  to  go  into  the  first  year  of 
high  to  take  different  trades  have  not  been  able 
to  do  so.  They  have  been  sent  to  vocational 
schools  and  tihey  have  been  overcrowded  also, 
and  I  wish  they  would  enlarge  the  classes  and 
make  more  classes  so  these  boys  will  be  able 
to    study    trades. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALKS    ON    POND    STREET 

iCoun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Pond  street,  at 
No.  233,  Ward  I?,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon  ;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3 
to  HO  .inches  above  the  gutlter  adjoining,  to  be 
from  5  to  12  feet  m  width,  and  to  be  built  of 
artificial  stone,  rwith  granite  ed'gestones, 
undier  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the 
Special     Acts     of     1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACE  AND  SIDEWALK  ON  MARCH 
AVENUE. 

'Coun.   LYONS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 


Mayor,  to  resurface  March  avenue,  Ward  20, 
and  to  install  sidewalks  and  edgestone  thereon, 
as  a  W.   P.  A.  project. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPT  AND  LAY  OUT  LELAND  ROAD. 

Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  Leland  road, 
Ward  20,  as  a  public  highway,  under  the 
W.    P.    A   plan   of  construction. 

Passed   under   suspension   of  the  rule. 


ACTION      ON      UNFINISHED      BUSINESS. 

The  Chair  called  up  No.  3  on  the  calendar 
as   follows : 

3.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  September  9,  1940,  of  Joseph  S. 
Burrelli  to  be  a  Constable  authorized  to  serve 
civil    process   upon    riling   bond. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Hulrley  and  Chase.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  12,  nays  0,  and  the  appoint- 
ment   was    confirmed. 


Adjourned  at  4.15  p.  m.  to  meet  on  Monday, 
September  30,   1940,  at  two  p.  m. 


CITY     OF     BOSTON     PRINTING     DEPARTMENT 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  September  30,  1940. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  Presi- 
dent GALVIN  in  the  chair.  Absent,  Coun. 
Goode,  Shattuck  and  Ward. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Twenty-five  additional  traverse  jurors  were 
drawn  for  the  Superior  Civil  Court  for  Boston, 
October  Sitting,  to  appear  October  7,  1940,  Coun. 
TAYLOR  presiding  at  the  jury  box  in  the  absence 
of  the  Mayor. 

Twenty-five  additional  traverse  jurors,  Superior 
Civil  Court,  to  appear  October  7,  1940: 

Theodore  Colman,  Ward  2;  Stuart  E.  King, 
Ward  4;  Ralph  E.  Woodburv,  Ward  4;  Charles  A. 
Baker,  Ward  5;  Otto  William  Heck,  Ward  5; 
Vincent  J.  Guilfoyle,  Jr.,  Ward  6;  Daniel  J. 
Ryan,  Ward  7;  James  P.  Egan,  Ward  8;  Theodore 
H.  Marcy,  Ward  8;  Francis  A.  Day,  Ward  9; 
Joseph  P.  Elliott,  Ward  13;  Louis  Taylor,  Ward  14; 
Robert  W.  Griffin,  Ward  15;  Leonard  M.  Wet- 
more,  Ward  15;  Patrick  J.  Hickey,  Jr.,  Ward  16; 
Charles  L.  Norton,  Ward  16;  James  E.  Hickey, 
Ward  17;  Frank  L.  McNamara,  Ward  17;  John 
J.  O'Rourke,  Ward  17;  Warren  L.  Smith,  Ward  17; 
John  M.  Jordan,  Ward  18;  Edward  J.  Perry, 
Ward  18;  Francis  S.  Casille,  Ward  20;  Clarence 
L.  Clark,  Ward  21;   Gerard  T.  Coughlan,  Ward  21. 


SIDEWALKS    ON    N    AND    JAY    STREETS, 
WARD  6. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  September  9,  1940,  concerning  the  installation 
of  sidewalks  on  the  following-named  streets  in 
Ward  6,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction: 
N  street,  from  Broadway  to  Seventh  street;  Jay 
street,  from  Fourth  street  to  Fifth  street. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

September  23,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.    Hyland,   Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Installation  of  Sidewalks  in  Ward  6,  on 
N  Street  and  Jay  Street. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  install  sidewalks 
on  the  following-named  streets  in  Ward  6,  under 
the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction:  N  street,  from 
Broadway  to  Seventh  street;  Jay  "street,  from 
Fourth  street  to  Fifth  street. 

Please  be  advised  that  the  installation  of  side- 
walks on  the  above-named  streets  will  be  given 
every  possible  consideration  for  submission  for 
approval  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


BLEACHERS,   RONAN   PARK,   WARD    15. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I    transmit    herewith    letter    from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to  your 


order  of  September  9,  1940,  co-icening  the  erecting 
of  bleachers  on  Ronan  Park,  Ward  15,  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  September  23,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  acknowledging  your  memoran- 
dum of  September  20,  with  inclosure,  order  from 
the  City  Council  that  the  Park  Commission  be 
requested  to  erect  bleachers  on  Ronan  Park, 
Ward  15,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

I  will  be  pleased  to  make  a  project  to  this  effect 
and  submit  same  to  the  Federal  authorities  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Loso,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALKS   ON   O   STREET,   SOUTH 

BOSTON 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1940 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  September  9,  1940,  concerning  the  installa- 
tion of  granolithic  sidewalks  on  both  sides  of  O 
street,  from  Columbia  road  to  First  street,  South 
Boston. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

September  23,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.   Hyland,   Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:   Sidewalks  on  O  Street. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  install  grano- 
lithic sidewalks  on  both  sides  of  O  street,  from 
Columbia  road  to  First  street,  South  Boston. 

Please  be  advised  that  the  installation  of  side- 
walks  on  this  street   will  be   given   consideration 
for  submission  for  approval  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING  OF  MARCH  AVENUE, 

WARD   20. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  September  16,  1940,  concerning  the  resur- 
facing of  March  avenue,  Ward  20,  and  to  install 
sidewalks  and  edgestone  thereon,  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project. 

"  Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
%   September  23,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    George   G.    Hyland,   Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:    Resurfacing  of  March  Avenue. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that 
.the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface 
March  avenue,  Ward  20,  and  to  install  sidewalks 
and  edgestone  thereon,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

Please  be  advised  I  hat  this  street  is  on  a  list  to 
be  submitted  for  W.  P.  A.  approval  ;it  :i  liter  date. 
George  (',.   Htland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 
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SIDEWALKS,  K  STREET,  WARDS  6  AND  7. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  September  16,  1940,  concerning  the 
installation  of  artificial  stone  sidewalks  on  both 
sides  of  K  street,  Wards  6  and  7,  the  work  to  be 
done  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

September  23,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George  G.   Hyland,   Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:    Artificial  Stone  Sidewalks  on  Both  Sides 
of  K  Street,  Wards  6  and  7. 
I  return   herewith   order  in   City   Council  that 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  install  artificial 
stone  sidewalks  on  both  sides  of  K  street,  Wards  6 
and  7,  the  work  to  be  done  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
Please  be  advised   that    this  work  will  be  given 
consideration   for   submission    for   approval   on   a 
W,  P.  A.  project. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
Placed  on  file. 


REPAIRING   OF   LaROSE   PLACE, 
WARD   21. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  September  9,  1940,  concerning  the  repair- 
ing of  LaRose  place,  Ward  21,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
type  of  construction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

September  23,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.   Hyland,   Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Repairing  of  LaRose  Place,  Ward  21. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  repair  LaRose 
place,  Ward  21,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of  con- 
struction. 

In  November  of  1939  the  owners  and  residents 
of  LaRose  place,  Brighton  district,  requested  that 
the  street  be  not  laid  out  and  accepted  as  a  public 
way  of  the  City  of  Boston  at  that  time. 

However,  this  street  had  been  laid  out  and 
accepted  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
under  date  of  December  12,  1938,  but,  in  view  of 
the  petition  cf  the  abuttors,  the  Highway  Division 
of  the  Public  Works  Department  made  no  entry 
in  this  street. 

If  the  owners  and  residents  of  this  street  have 
reconsidered  this  matter  and  now  desire  to  have 
LaRose  place  constructed,  same  will  be  considered 
for  submission  for  approval  on  a  W.  P.  A   project. 
George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPAIRING    OF   MECHANIC    STREET, 

WARD   21. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  September  9,  1940,  concerning  the  repair- 
ing of  Mechanic  street,  Ward  21,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
type  of  construction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

September  23,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George    G.   Hyland,    Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Repairing  of  Mechanic  Street. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  repair  Mechanic 
street,  Ward  21,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of  con- 
struction. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  street  is  a  private 
way  and  the  Highway  Division  of  the  Public  Works 
Department  has  no  jurisdiction  therein. 

Mechanic  street  will  have  to  be  accepted  by  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  before  it  can  be 
submitted  for  construction  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPAIRING   OF   MATHER   STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  September  9.  1940,  concerning  the  repair- 
ing of  Mather  street,  from  Dorchester  avenue  to 
Allston  street. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

September  23,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.    Hyland,    Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:    Repairing  of  Mather  Street. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  repair  Mather 
street,  from  Dorchester  avenue  to  Allston  street. 

Please  be  advised  that  the  district  foreman  has 
been  directed  to  inspect  this  street  and  make  the 
necessary  repairs  just  as  soon  as  possible. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALKS,  DUNCAN  STREET,  WARD  15. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  August  26,  1940,  concerning  the  installa- 
tion of  granolithic  sidewalks  on  Duncan  street, 
Ward  15,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J    Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department. 

September  23,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    George   G.    Hyland,    Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:    Sidewalks  on  Duncan  Street,  Ward  15. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  install  granolithic 
sidewalks  on  Duncan  street,  Ward  15,  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project. 

A  canvass  of  this  street  has  been  made  and  the 
abuttors  on  the  odd-numbered  side  have  signified 
their  intention  of  paying  their  proportionate  share 
of  the  cost  of  this  work,  while  the  abuttors  on  the 
even-numbered  side  of  the  street,  i.  e.,  the  majority 
of  them,  do  not  care  to  assume  this  expense. 

A  lien  order  should  be  presented  in  City  Council 
for  the  installation  of  artificial  stone  sidewalks  on 
the  odd-numbered  side  of  Duncan  street  and,  after 
its  approval,  arrangements  will  be  made  to  proceed 
with  the  work. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


SEPTEMBER    30,    1940. 
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RECONSTRUCTION  OF  FORSYTH  STREET, 
WARD  4. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  August  26,  1940,  concerning  the  reconstruction 
of  Forsyth  street,  from  Huntington  avenue  to 
Hemenway  street,  Ward  4,  with  a  smooth  type  of 
asphalt  pavement,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of 
construction. 

Respectfully, 
Maubice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City    of   Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

September  18,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.   Hyland,   Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:    Reconstruction  of  Forsyth  Street. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  reconstruct  Forsyth 
street,  from  Huntington  avenue  to  Hemenway 
street,  Ward  4,  with  a  smooth  type  asphalt  pave- 
ment under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  street  will  be  given 
consideration  for  submission  for  approval  on  a 
W.  P.  A.  project  for  reconstruction. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


WIDENING   OF   BLUE   HILL   AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public    Works    Commissioner    relative    to    your  - 
order  of  August  19,  1940,  concerning  the  proposed 
widening  of  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  why  the  same 
has  been  delayed. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

September  9,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Mr.  Doyle, —  This  is  in  reference  to  the 
following  order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  August  19,  1940: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  advise  the  City  Council  why  the  proposed  widen- 
ing of  Blue  Hill  avenue  has  been  delayed  and  also 
advise  when  such  widening  will  commence." 

Consideration  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
public  is  the  only  reason  that  the  department  has 
delayed  starting  the  street  construction  work; 
that  is,  it  was  our  desire  to  inconvenience  to  as 
small  an  extent  as  possible  the  motorists  who  have 
occasion  to  use  this  highway.  Street  construction 
work  actually  started,  however,  in  the  first  week  of 
January  of  the  current  year,  but  was  suspended 
due  to  the  frozen  condition  of  the  ground,  which 
made  it  almost  impossible  to  make  any  progress. 
It  was  then  decided  not  to  start  the  actual  work 
until  the  advent  of  warmer  weather.  In  the 
meantime,  however,  work  was  started  on  the  in- 
stallation of  the  surface  drain,  which  is  located  on 
the  easterly  side  of  the  street  adjacent  to  Franklin 
Park.  The  Boston  Elevated  also  relaid  some 
duct  lines  in  the  roadway  area.  When  this  work 
and  the  sewerage  work  were  completed,  the  traffic 
on  the  avenue  had  increased  to  such  a  point  as  to 
make  it  most  inadvisable  to  reduce  the  roadway 
area,  even  for  a  period  of  only  two  months,  which 
would  have  been  necessary  in  order  to  effect  the 
proposed  widening. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  department  to  start 
on  the  work  on  Monday,  September  30.  It  would 
not  be  advisable  to  start  before  that  date,  in  view 
of  the  large  volume  of  traffic  that  Blue  Hill  avenue 
will  carry  in  the  current  year,  due,  to  some  extent, 
to  the  number  of  persons  who  will  be  motoring 


into    Boston    for    the    purpose    of    attending    the 
American  Legion  Convention. 

Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC  SIGNS,  WARD  8. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  August  19,  1940,  concerning  the  installation  of 
"Slow"  signs  at  Palmer  and  Winslow  streets  and 
at  Vine  and  Forest  streets,  Ward  8. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  September  14,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, —  This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order   dated   August    19,    1940,    which    reads     as 
follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  in- 
stall 'Slow'  signs  at  Palmer  and  Winslow  streets 
and  at  Vine  and  Forest  streets,  Ward  8." 

Our  accident  reports  show  four  accidents  at 
Palmer  and  Winslow  streets  in  1939,  but  no  acci- 
dents were  reported  in  any  other  years. 

There  have  been  no  accidents  reported  at  Forest 
and  Vine  streets. 

The  accident  records  do  not  warrant  the  erection 
of  "Slow"  signs  at  these  intersections. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC    CIRCLE,    PEABODY   SQUARE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1940. 
To  the'  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order  of 
August  26,  1940,  concerning  the  construction  of  a 
rotary  traffic  circle  at  Peabody  square,  Dor- 
chester. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Cityof  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  September  14,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Mr.    Mayor, —  I   have   received    Council 
order    dated    August    26,    1940,    which    reads    as 
follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
struct a  rotary  traffic  circle  at  Peabody  square, 
Dorchester." 

Peabody  square,  because  of  its  street  car  move- 
ments, does  not  lend  itself  to  rotary  traffic.      It 
might  be  possible  to  construct  an    island  on  the 
prolongation  of  the  westerly  street    line    of    Dor- 
chester avenue,  similar    fo  the  island  at   Adams 
street  and  Dorchester  avenue,  which  would   help 
pedestrians  in  making  the  long  crossing  at  Talbot 
avenue  on  the  westerly  side  of  Dorchester  avenue. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  IIickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRANSFER   FROM   PARKMAN   FUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1940. 
To  l  lie  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Hoard  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners requesting  the  transfer  of  the  sum  of 
s.'iijkh)  from  i  he  income  of  the  George  F.  Paxkman 
Fund  to  the  Maintenance  and  Improvement  of  the 
Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on  January  12, 
1887. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


I  submit  herewith  an  appropriation  order  and 
respectfully  recommend  its  passage  by  your 
Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J    Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston. 
Park  Department,  September  21,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — By  vote  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners you  are  respectfully  asked  to  request 
the  City  Council  to  transfer  from  the  income  of 
the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  the  sum  of  S20.000 
which  is  now  available,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  as 
follows: 

Common    and    Parks    in    Existence    on 
January     12,     1887,     Maintenance 

and  Improvement  of S20.000 

When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  for  the 
year  1940,  a  sum  equal  to  the  total  yearly  income 
of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  was  deducted 
from  Item  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  with  the 
understanding  that  this  deduction  was  to  be  re- 
placed by  the  total  yearly  income  of  said  Parkman 
Fund  for  1940,  to  be  transferred  as  it  accrued  from 
time  to  time  during  the  year  to  the  regular  main- 
tenance appropriation  of  the  Park  Department. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $20,000  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the  George  F. 
Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for  the  Mai 
nance    and    Improvement    of    the    Common    and 
Parks  in  Existence  on  January  12,  1887,  as  foil 
Common    and    Parks    in    Existence    on 
January  12,  1887,  Maintenance  and 
Improvement  of $20,000 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFERS   WITHIN   DEPARTMENTAL 

APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council 

Gentlemen, — I  am  forwarding  requests  for  trans- 
fers within  departmental  appropriations  in  the  fol- 
lowing departments  and  recommend  adoption  of 
the  accompanying  orders  by  your  Honorable 
Body. 

Fire,  Hospital,  Public  Works,  Sanitary  Service; 
Municipal  Court.  City  of  Boston;  Penal  Institu- 
tions, House  of  Correction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Touix,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Fire  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service. 
$25,800,  to  the  appropriation  for  li.  Contractual 
Services,  SI  ,000;  C,  Equipment,  $6,000;  D,  Sup- 
plier SS.SOO;    E,  Materials,  S10.000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1S93  the  City  Auditor  be.  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Hospital  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  C,  Equipment,  S600, 
to  the  appropriation  for  E,  Materials,  S600. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Public  Works  Department, 
Sanitary  Service: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $500,  to  the  appropriation  for  E, 
Materials,  $500. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Municipal  Court,  City  of 
Boston: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
$1,200,  to  the  appropriation  for  rt,  Contractual 
Services,  $1,000;    C,  Equipment,  $200. 


Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Penal  Institutions  Department, 
House  of  Correction: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $4,125,  to  the  appropriation  for  C, 
Equipment,  $3,100;    D,  Supplies,  $1,025. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Mary  F.  Ballem,  for  compensation  for  injuries 

caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  42  Belgrade  avenue. 

Albert  Cabaneau,  for  compensation  for  damage 

to  property  at   51    Woodward  avenue,  caused  by 

defective  sewer. 

Nathan  Cohen,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  51  Woodward  avenue,  caused  by 
defective  sewer. 

Anne  Collins,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Tremont  street. 

Edith  C.  Conners,  for  refund  on  lodging  house 
license. 

H.  Courtney,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  6-12  Water  street,  caused  by  bursting 
of  water  main. 

Mary  A.  Donahue,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  41  Carruth  street,  during  sidewalk 
construction. 

Roberta  D.  Drew,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Girls'  High   School. 
Raymond     P.     Foster,     for    compensation    for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Minnie  L.  Goodridge,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  defect   at  Boston  Airport. 

Harry  Hayes,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  team. 

Gertrude  M.  Kelley  et  al.,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  and  damage  to  property  by  city  truck. 

John  F.  Lane,  for  compensation  for  loss  of  suit 
while  a  patient  at  City  Hospital. 

Mark  Lemon,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Sherman  street, 
Roxbury. 

R.  W.  Linscott,  Inc.,  for  refund  on  used  car 
dealer's  license. 

Gladyce  Magrath,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  dress  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  on  Boston 
Common. 

James  Mansour,  for  abatement  on  storage 
renewal  certificate. 

Lillian  I.  McCauley,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  9  Park 
street. 

Angus  Mclsaac,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  eyi  City  Hospital. 

Francis  C.  McKenna,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at 
Broadway  and  Shawmut  avenue. 

John  McLaughlin,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  ear  by  city  truck. 

Horace  S.  Miles,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  highway  near 
Cedar  Grove  Station. 

Nash  Huston.  Inc.,  for  refund  on  used  car  license. 
John  O'Maliey,  for  loss  of  eyeglasses  broken  by 
patient  at  City  Hospital. 

Railway  Express  Agency.  Inc.,  for  refund  on 
ferry  tickets 

William  F.  Robbins,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at 
53  F  street. 

Maurice  H.  and  Rae  Role,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  and  damage  to  car  caused  by  city  truck. 

(ieorge  A.  Sambucti,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Mary  Sarno,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  77  and  79  Sudbury 
street. 

George  Shucher,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Milk  street. 

Mary  E.  Skaee,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Kenmore  square. 

Julia  E.  Toomey,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Cambridge  and 
Gordon  streets. 

Frederick  P.  Webber,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Boston 
Common. 

Russell  J.  Foley,  for  refund  on  dog  license. 
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Executive. 
Petition  of  Ella  P.  Sullivan,  to  be  paid  annuity 
on  account  of  death  of  her  husband,  William  P. 
Sullivan,  late  member  of  Fire  Department. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 
Petitions  for  driveway  openings,   viz.: 
Kendall  Goodwin,   1348  Boylston  street. 
Patrick  J.  Brophy,  Adams  street,  Ward  16. 
Erhardt  Schatz,  76  Norton  street,  Ward  15. 
Golden  Dome,  Inc.,  Columbus  avenue. 


TAKING   OF   LAND,    WEST   ROXBURY 
PARKWAY. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Metro- 
politan District  Commission  notifying  city  of 
taking  of  land  at  junction  of  West  Roxbury 
Parkway  and  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  Parkway, 
for  traffic  circle. 

The  following  order  was  submitted  in  connection 
with  the  land-taking,  viz.: 

Whereas,  The  Metropolitan  District  Commis- 
sion on  the  nineteenth  day  of  September,  A.  D. 
1940,  did  take  certain  lands  referred  to  and  de- 
scribed in  an  order  of  taking,  a  copy  of  which  has 
been  submitted,  which  real  estate  lies  in  the  City 
of  Boston  and  County  of  Suffolk,  and  is  shown  on 
a  plan  entitled  "Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Metropolitan  District  Commission,  Parks  Division, 
West  Roxbury  Parkway,  Boston,  Plan  of  Land 
at  Weld  Street  to  be  Taken  from  the  City  of 
Boston,  .  .  .  August  21,  1940,  Benjamin  R. 
Davis,  Director  of  Park  Engineering,"  being 
plan  accession  number  25799  V.  T.,  and  on  a 
plan  entitled  "Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Metropolitan  District  Commission,  Parks  Division, 
West  Roxbury  Parkway,  Boston,  Plan  of  Land 
at  Traffic  Circle  at  Junction  of  West  Roxbury 
Parkway  and  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  Parkway 
to  be  taken  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts from  the  City  of  Boston,  .  .  .  August 
16,  1940,  Benjamin  R.  Davis,  Director  of  Park 
Engineering,"  being  plan  accession  number  25791 
V.T.; 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  in  conformity  with  section  80  of  chapter 
92  of  the  General  Laws,  hereby  concurs  with  said 
Metropolitan  District  Commission  in  said  taking 
and  in  every  act,  matter  and  thing  connected 
therewith. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPROVAL   OF   CONSTABLE'S   BOND. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  City  Treasurer  of 
approval  of  surety  on  constable's  bond  of  Joseph 
S.   Burelli. 

Approved  by  the  Council. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS. 
Coun.     GOTTLIEB,    for    the    Committee    on 
Claims,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Charles  F.  Guiney 
(referred  August  5)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount 
of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  motor  truck  belonging  to  Park 
Department  —  recommending  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seventy  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents  ($70.25)  be  allowed  and  paid'to 
Charles  F.  Guiney  in  reimbursement  for  amount 
of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  truck  belonging  to  the 
Park  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  James  J.  Kelly  (re- 
ferred August  5)  for  amount  of  execution  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a 
motor  truck  belonging  to  Sewer  Division,  Public 
Works  Department  —  recommending  passage  of 
accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  eighty- 
five  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  ($185.25)  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  James  J.  Kelly  in  reimburse- 
ment for  amount  of  execution  issued  against  him 
on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  truck 
belonging  to  the  Sewer  Division,  Public  Works 
Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Con- 
tingent Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


3.  Report  on  petition  of  Thomas  E.  Charlton 
(referred  August  19)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount 
of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  motor  truck  belonging  to 
Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works  Department  — ■ 
recommending  passage  of  accompanying  order, 
viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  Thomas  E.  Charlton  in  reimburse- 
ment for  amount  of  execution  issued  against  him 
on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  truck 
belonging  to  the  Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works 
Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Con- 
tingent Fund. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 


TRANSFER   TO   STREET   LAYING-OUT 
DEPARTMENT. 

President  GALVIN  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  3  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

3.  Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Registry  Depart- 
ment, H,  Relief  Projects,  $310,  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Street  Laying-Out  Department,  H,  Relief 
Projects,   $310. 

On  September  16,  1940,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  15,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  16,  nays  0. 


FENCE  AROUND  PRADO  FOUNTAIN. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
^Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  arrange  for  the  erection  of  an  iron  fence 
around  the  fountain  on  the  Prado  on  Hanover 
street,  Ward  3. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  the  reason  why  I 
have  introduced  this  order  is  because  of  conversa- 
tions I  have  had  with  the  Park  Commissioner, 
Mr.  Long.  He  has  had  the  water  in  the  fountain 
turned  off  for  quite  some  time.  His  objection 
has  been  because  children  have  gone  there  and 
fooled  with  the  fountain,  stuffing  it  up  with  paper, 
etc.  And  that  is  the  reason  why  he  has  not  had 
the  water  turned  on.  But  I  believe  children  will  be 
children  regardless  of  where  they  may  be,  and  the 
best  solution  of  the  problem,  so  far  as  I  can  see, 
is  to  erect  a  fence  around  the  fountain, -so  that  the 
children  cannot  fool  with-it,  and  so  that  the  foun- 
tain can  play  and  give  a  beautiful  effect.  In  offer- 
ing this  order,  therefore, •"  I  am  representing  the 
sentiment  of  the  people  of  my  district,  and  I  hope 
it  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


FLAGPOLE,  NORTH  END  PARK. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  arrange 
for  the  erection  of  a  flagpole  at  the  North  End 
Park,  Ward  3,  and  that  all  efforts  possible  be  made 
to  have  this  work  completed  by  October  12. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  for  quite  some 
time,  so  far  as  I  know,  we  have  had  no  flagpole  in 
the  North  End,  there  being  no  place  where  the 
people  can  go  on  patriotic  occasions  and  have  the 
American  flag  raised.  I  think,  therefore,  that  it 
would  be  appropriate  at  this  time,  with  the  Co- 
lumbus Day  celebration  approaching  and  haying 
in  mind  other  occasions s  for  having  patriotic 
exercises  in  the  North  End,  to  erect  a  flagpole,  as 
suggested  by  this  order,  in  the  North  End  Park. 
It  will  make  a  good  rallying  point  for  patriotic 
demonstrations  of  the  people  of  the  district,  a 
place  where  they  can  go  and  where  the  flag  can  be 
raised  on  proper  occasions. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ROPING   OFF  STREETS,   COLUMBUS  DAY. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  City  Messenger  be  instructed 
to   rope   off    the   streets   along   the   route   of   the 
Columbus     Day     Parade,     from     Arlington     and 
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Newbury  streets,  along  Boylston  street,  Tremont 
street  to  Scollay  square,  and  Hanover  street  to  the 
North  End  Park,  to  be  conducted  on  Sunday, 
October  13,  the  cost  of  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
City  Council  fund  for  Ropes,  Flags  and  Stakes. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TAXES  DUE  ON  CONGRESS  BUILDING. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Collector  of  Taxes,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  respectfully  requested 
to  advise  the  City  Council  as  to  the  amount  of 
unpaid  taxes,  interest  and  costs  now  due  on  the 
Congress  Building,  at  211  Congress  street  and 
the  corner  of  High  street,  together  with  the  years 
for  which  taxes  remain  unpaid. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK  ON  OAKWOOD  STREET. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk   along   Oakwood  street, 
in  front  of  No.  11,  Ward  17,  in  front  of  the  esl 
bordering  thereon;    said  sidewalk  to   be  from  3  to 
10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoin. 
5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial 
stone,    with   granite   edgi  under   the   pro- 

visions of  chapter  19G  of  the  Special  Ads  of  1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PARKING   OF  UNDERTAKEN  s'    VEHIl 
NEAR   CITY   HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  Thai  the  following  be  adoi 
An   Ordinance   prohibiting   the   parking   of  any 
vehicle  which  is  obviously  used  in  the  undertaker's 
trade  within  an  identifiable  distance  of  the  Boston 
City  Hospital. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


WELFARE   UNIT,    WARD   8. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Wel- 
fare be  requested,  through  his   Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  erect  a  welfare  unit  in  the  Ward  8  section  of 
Roxbury. 

Coun.  HURLEY-  -Mr.  President  and  gentlemen 
of  the  Council,  I  have  introduced  tins  order  after 
waiting  three  or  four  months  for  the  Welfare 
Department  to  make  a  survey  that  was  promised 
looking  to  the  establishment  of  a  welfare  unit  in 
our  district.  At  the  present  time  the  people  of 
Ward  8,  from  one  section,  go  to  Fayette  street, 
from  another  section  to  Hancock  street.  Dor- 
chester, and  from  another  section  to  Whittier 
street,  Roxbury,  in  their  welfare  visits.  It  is 
quite  a  hardship  in  such  a  district  as  I  repreE 
in  the  Council  to  start  out  in  the  morning  and 
visit  these  different  welfare  stations,  and  if  we 
have  such  a  unit  in  our  district  as  is  here  proposed 
it  will  be  much  easier  for  the  residents  of  the  dis- 
trict, instead  of  having  to  travel  such  a  distance 
as  they  do  at  present.  There  are  times  when  we 
will  go  to  the  telephone  and  talk  to  the  employees 
of  the  Welfare  Department  upon  welfare  matters 
interesting  our  constituents.  As  a  rule,  the 
employees  are  a  very  considerate  group,  but  once 
in  a  while  you  will  run  into  a  man  in  charge,  such 
as  we  have  at  Whittier  street,  Roxbury,  a  Mr. 
Phipps,  a  man  who,  I  am  positive,  has  no  under- 
standing whatever  of  the  needs  of  the  poor  of  our 
district  I  have  called  him  up  on  a  few  occasions 
prior  to  visiting  him,  and  when  I  did  visit  him, 
having  in  mind  the  sound  of  his  voice  over  the 
telephone,  I  asked  for  "Mrs.  Phipps,"  as  I  had 
received  the  impression  from  the  sound  of  the 
voice  over  the  telephone  that  it  was  a  woman. 
But  I  was  told  that  there  was  a  Mr.  Phipps,  but 
no  Mrs.  Phipps,  at  that  station.  What  led  up 
to  all  this  is  that,  on  Friday  morning,  a  woman 
who  was  destitute  and  hungry  came  to  my  office 
and  told  about  the  treatment  that  she  had  received 
at  Whittier  street.     So  I  called  up  this  person  at 


Whittier  street,  whom  I  thought  from  the  voice 
over  the  phone  was  a  woman,  and  stated  the 
case.  But  this  person  did  "not  care  to  discuss 
the  matter  over  the  telephone,"  and  suggested 
that  the  woman  go  around  to  the  office.  But 
about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  I  received  a 
telephone  call  from  the  woman,  who  was  crying 
bitterly,  ami  said  she  had  been  ejected  from  the 
office,  that  they  would  not  listen  to  her.  So  I 
went  around  to  see  this  person,  whom  I  thought 
was  Mrs.  Phipps,  ami.  as  I  say,  found  that  it  was 
a  Mr.  Phipps.  I  asked  him  why  something  was 
not  done  for  the  woman,  and  he  told  me  that  he 
considered  it  a  matter  entirely  between  the  depart- 
ment and  the  recipient  and  that  members  of  the 
Council  should  mind  their  own  business.  I  ex- 
ied  to  him  that  I  thought  it  was  the  business 
of  City  Councilors  to  see  that  their  constituents 
were  given  humane  treatment,  that  there  should 
be  at  empt  to  give  them  proper  atten- 

tion.     -  to  be  one  of  the  things  that 

recipients  of  welfare  have  to  put  up  with.  I 
understand  that  this  person  was  kicked  out  of 
the    B  lice,    where    probably    they    were 

dealing  with  people  in  better  circumstances,  who 
won!  .    for  this  sort   of  treatment,  and 

he  was  then  put  into  my  district,  to  deal  with  a 
poorer  constituency.  Now.  these  people,  who 
are  on  welfare  through  no  fault  of  their  own.  in 
man]  have  lived  under  better  cir- 

cumstancee,  but  have  come  upon  hard  times,  and 
-utTer  such  indignities  from  this  Mr.  or 
Mr.s.  Phipps.  or  persons  of  that  kind.  They  go 
there  because  of  no  fault  of  their  own,  but  because 
they  are  out  of  luck,  and  certainly  they  are  entitled 
not  to  be  abused.  <*f  course,  we  all  know  that 
ti,e  head  of  that  department,  Mr.  William  G. 
'  I'Hare,  i-  a  line  character,  and  that  he  would  not 
willii  te    anything    of    the    sort.     Mr. 

O'Hare  i>  a  very  considerate  and  humane  man, 
and  1  feci  that  if  the  matter  is  brought  to  his 
attention,  something  will  be  done  about  it.  A 
lot  of  time-  when  you  have  had  matters  of  this 
kind  brought  to  your  attention,  you  feel  like 
forcil  ■  the  man  or  woman  by  the  neck 

and  pulling  them  out.     But  I  think  if  this  matter 
attention,   he  will  see 
that  tins  sort  of  •■  reeled,  perhaps  send- 

ing this  pi  ne  of  the  highbrow  districts 

of  l;  some  place  like 

that,  where  people  of  this  type  may  be  under- 
Mut  they  don't  fit  in  my  district.  Cer- 
tainly, I  .i  ■  nol  understand  them  and  they  do 
not  understand  me.  I  trust  that  the  order  will 
pass. 

Coun.  LANGAN  Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
inform  the  councilor  that  we  do  not  care  to  have 
any  such  person  sent  to  our  ward,  that  we  are  very 
will  satisfied  with  the  way  things  are  being  handled 
in  Ward  1'.'.  Perhaps  there  may  be  some  other 
where  such  a  person  would  be  welcome. 
in,  CAREY— Mr.  President,  cases  similar 
to  the  one  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8  (Coun.  Hurley)  have  been  brought  to  my 
attention.  As  a  matter  of  fait,  in  the  case  of 
one  gentleman  out  in  Ward  10,  you  would  think 
that  the  in  •  own 

pocket.      I   think   it   would  be  very  proper  for  us 
to  bring  in   the  Director  of  Public  Welfare  for  a 
discussion  of  such  matters.     1  know  that  he  would 
be   glad    to   come   here,   and    I   think    we   will   all 
that   there  is  no  more  humane  man  at  the 
of    any    city    department    than    William    G. 
re.      I  "think   it    would    be   well   to   have   him 
come  in  here  before  our  Executive  Committee  or 
before  the  Committee  on    Welfare,   and   talk  the 
matter  over.     I  would  suggest,  therefore,  that  the 
order  be  sent,   preferably,   perhaps,   to  the  Com- 
mittee on    Public   Welfare,   to  be  there  discussed 
with    Mr.   O'Hare   or  some   representative  of  his 
depariij 

The   order   was   referred   to   the   Committee   on 
Public  Welfare. 


TENNIS  COURT,  MARY  HEMENWAY 
PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  erecting  an  additional  tennis 
court  at  the  Mary  Hemenway  Playground,  Ward 
10. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SEPTEMBER    80,    1940. 
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USE  OF  SCHOOLS  FOR  DRAFT 
REGISTRATION. 

Coun.  FISH  and  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners  be  requested  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  requesting  the  cooper- 
ation and  assistance  of  the  Boston  School  Com- 
mittee by  declaring  a  school  holiday  and  utilizing 
the  school  buildings  throughout  the  city  as  centers 
of  registration  for  persons  within  the  draft  age, 
and  also  enlisting  the  services  of  all  school  teachers 
as  clerks  for  this  "registration,  work,  thereby  as- 
suring a  force  of  experienced  and  capable  clerks. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  shall  speak  very 
briefly  on  this  order.  It  is  merely  a  suggestion, 
to  which,  however,  I  think  due  consideration 
should  be  given.  On  October  16  we  all  know 
that  the  opening  gun  will  be  fired  in  connection 
with  the  most  important  and  far-reaching  piece  of 
legislation  that  Congress  has  ever  passed,  involving 
the  draft  of  young  America.  They  have  been 
sending  out  queries  in  every  imaginable  way  asking 
for  volunteers  for  this  work.  I  think  it  most 
important  that  this  legislation  should  get  off  to  a 
good  start,  and  that  we  should  have  the  matter 
handled  by  experienced  volunteers.  No  doubt 
there  will  be  plenty  who  would  be  glad  to  do  the 
work,  but  after  all  we  want  experienced  people 
and  I  feel  that  nobody  would  be  better  qualified 
than  our  school  teachers.  Also,  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  school  buildings  of  the  city  might  be  well 
utilized  for  the  purpose.  I  feel  that  a  s'chool 
holiday  might  well  be  declared,  and  that  teachers 
might  well  give  their  personal  services.  I  don't 
believe  they  would  object  to  that.  It  seems  to 
me,  therefore,  that  a  very  good  way  to  handle  the 
thing  would  be  to  declare  a  school  holiday,  and 
have  the  voluntary  service  of  the  teachers  and 
the  use  of  the  school  buildings.  In  that  way  I 
feel  that  this  legislation  will  in  Boston  get  off  to  a 
really  good  start.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  order 
will  be  passed  and  be  sent  to  the  School  Committee 
at  its  meeting  tonight. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


COAL    FOR    WELFARE    RECIPIENTS. 

Coiin.  M.  H.,  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Boston  Welfare  Department  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  put  the  machinery  in 
action  so  that  recipients  of  welfare  will  not  have  to 
wait  for  coal  during  cold  weather. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


OUTSIDE  THEATRICAL  PHOTO 
ADVERTISING. 
Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  instruct 
the  managements  of  Boston  theaters  to  use  more 
care  and  discretion  in  the  type  of  outside  photo 
advertising  in  order  that  the  morals  of  the  young 
might  not  be  corrupted. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
know  that  our  Police  Commissioner  has  the  moral 
welfare  of  our  young  people  at  heart,  and  that  he 
will  do  a  splendid  job  in  this  matter  if  it  is  placed 
under  his  charge.  I  have  noticed  recently  outside 
some  of  our  Boston  theaters  a  type  of  advertising 
that  is  highly  objectionable  from  a  moral  point  of 
view.  I  have  seen  such  objectionable  advertising 
as  I  have  passed  along  in  front  of  some  of  our 
theaters  on  Washington  street.  I  have  had  the 
matter  in  mind  for  some  time,  but  I  have  not 
brought  it  up  because  I  did  not  want  to  capitalize 
on  it  politically.  I  think  we  have  all  seen  recently 
the  new  kind  of  advertising  that  has  been  creeping 
into  the  advertisements  of  some  of  our  Boston 
theaters.  I  have  in  a  number  of  cases  seen  young 
people,  and  in  many  cases  older  people,  standing  on 
the  sidewalks,  looking  at  these  advertisements, 
advertisements  which  certainly  should  not  be 
paraded  before  our  youth,  or,  for  that  matter,  our 
older  people.  I  certainly  intend  no  criticism  of  the 
gentleman  who  has  supervised  this  sort  of  thing  in 
the  past.  He  has  done  a  splendid  job  but  we  are 
now    confronted    with    this    new    and    improper 


type  of  advertising,  and  I  believe  that  if  it  is 
brought  directly  to  the  attention  of  the  Police 
Commissioner,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  he 
will  clean  up  the  whole  situation.  Certainly, 
something  should  be  done  in  order  that  the  morals 
of  the  young  may  not  be  corrupted  in  any  such 
manner. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


USE  OF  FIRE  STATION  AS  MUNICIPAL 
BUILDING. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  convert  the  now  abandoned  fire  station 
on  Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  Ward  22,  into  a  municipal 
building  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction, 
and  if  such  is  found  to  be  not  feasible  to  abolish 
same. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President, 
several  years  ago  a  fire  station  in  the  central 
section  of  Ward  22,  Brighton,  was  abandoned. 
I  understand  from  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  that  the  structure  itself  is  still  sound, 
and  it  occurs  to  me  that  it  might  be  feasible  to 
convert  that  abandoned  fire  station  into  a  municipal 
building,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction. 
I  introduced  an  order  shortly  after  coming  into 
the  Council  asking  that  this  be  done,  but  I  under- 
stand that  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
took  a  contrary  position,  I  think  on  account 
of  the  expense  that  would  be  involved.  But 
I  understand  that  under  W.  P.  A.  regulations 
at  the  present  time  an  amount  sufficient  to  place 
the  building  in  condition  as  a  municipal  building 
might  be  allowed.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the 
order  will  be  passed,  and  that  if  the  construction 
and  use  of  the  building  as  a  municipal  building  is 
not  feasible,  the  building  may  be  abolished.  I 
certainly  feel  that  one  thing  or  the  other  should 
be  done  and  done  at  once. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CONGRATULATIONS  TO  MAYOR. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  congratulations  of  the  City 
Council  be  extended  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  for 
the  excellent  manner  in  which  he  received  the 
American  Legion  Convention  and  for  his  kindness 
in  inviting  crippled  and'"  orphaned  children  to 
review  the  parade  from  stands  in  front  of  City  Hall. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  as  a 
member  of  the  City  Council  I  don't  believe  it  is 
fair  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston  for  us  to  sit  here  as  a 
City  Council  and  ignore  the  wonderful  work  that" 
our  Mayor  did  in  bringing  to  us  the  greatest 
national  convention  of  the  American  Legion, 
and,  in  fact,  the  greatest  convention  in  the  history 
of  America,  and  his  highly  commendable  action 
during  its  progress.  I  certainly  must  express  my 
gratification,  and  I  know  the  gratification  of  all 
of  us  and  of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  at  what  he 
also  did  for  the  forgotten  children,  orphans  and 
crippled  children  of  Boston,  in  placing  those 
children  in  stands  in  front  of  City  Hall  where 
they  could  review  the  parade- and  enjoy  the  music. 
I  think  it  was  a  noble  act  of  our  Mayor,  and  I 
hope  this  order  congratulating  him  on  the  wonder- 
ful work  that  he  did  in  connection  with  the  whole 
matter  will  be  passed.  I  know  that  we  were  all 
moved  by  the  sight  of  those  children  in  front  of 
City  Hall  and  by  the  kindly  action  of  Mayor  Tobin. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SIDEWALKS  ON  CAUL  STREET,  WARD  11. 
Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  Ins  Honor  the  Mayor,  fo 
install  sidewalks  on  Call  street,  between  Bishop 
and  HaU  streets,  Ward  11,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
type  of  construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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PAYMENT  TO  CITY  EMPLOYEES  DURING 
TRAINING. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  make  some  arrangement  whereby  city 
employees  who  enlist  in  the  National  Guard  will 
receive  their  pay  from  the  city  during  their  period 
of  training. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING    WARD    15    STREETS. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  the  following  streets  in  Ward  15, 
under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction:  Blake- 
ville  street,  Clarkson  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  3  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  ENGLERT,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  t he 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in 
the  Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
President  GALVIN  at  3.45  p.  in. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENT. 

President  GALVIN  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  2  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

2.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  August  5,  1940,  of  Kane  Simonian  to  be  a 
Constable  without  authority  to  serve  civil  process 
and  to  serve  without  bond. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Commit- 
tee, Coun.  Coffey  and  Wickes.  Whole  number  of 
ballots  14;  yes  9,  no  5,  and  the  appointment  was 
confirmed. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  communication  from  Metropo- 
litan District  Commission  (referred  today)  re 
taking,  for  traffic  circle,  of  land  at  West  Roxbury 
Parkway  and  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  Parkway, 
and  accompanying  order  —  that  the  order  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 

2.  Petition  of  Boston  American  League  Base- 
ball Company  for  Sunday  sports  at  Fenway  Park 
(referred  September  16)  —  that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  license  granted  under  the 
usual  conditions. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  $20,000  he  appropriated  from 
income  of  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  to  be  ex- 
pended under  direction  of  Park  Commissioners 
—  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

4.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  today)  for  transfers  within  departmental 
appropriations  —  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Reports  accepted;  said  orders  passed,  yeas  17, 
nays  0. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

Coun.  RUSSO,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  August  5)  for  sale  of  land  on  Maverick 
street,  East  Boston — -that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  18, 
nays  0. 


UNDERPASS,    OLD    COLONY    PARKWAY 
AND  REDFIELD  STREET. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request  the 
Metropolitan  District  Commission  to  allocate 
sufficient  money  from  the  Highway  Fund  to  pro- 


vide for  the  construction  of  an  underpass  on  the 
Old  Colony  Parkway,  at  the  junction  of  Redfield 
street,   Neponset. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC  CIRCLE.  OLD  COLONY 
PARKWAY. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  take  up  with  the  Metropolitan  District  Com- 
mission the  matter  of  beautifying  the  traffic  circle 
on  the  Old  Colony  Parkway  at  Neponset. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ELIMINATION    OF    DANGEROUS    CURVE, 
EAST  EIGHTH  STREET. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  follo%ving: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  take  two  or  three  feet  off  the  sidewalk  on  East 
Eighth  street,  from  Old  Harbor  to  Mercer  streets, 
for  the  purpose  of  eliminating  the  dangerous  curve 
that  exist*  at  this  location. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE  TO  JEWISH 
EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB  and  TAYLOR  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  grant  leave  of  absence,  without  loss 
of  pay,  to  all  Jewish  employees  of  the  City  of 
Boston  on  the  occasion  of  the  Jewish  high  holidays, 
October  3,  4   and  12. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MAKING    OF   HARRISON   AVENUE  A 
"THROUGH    WAY." 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  making  Harrison 
avenue  a  through  way  from  Union  Park  street  to 
Dudley  street,  with  suitable  signs  to  designate  this 
"Through  Way." 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCIDENT   ENTRANCE,   CITY   HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  arrange  for  the  installation  of  an  illu- 
minated >ign  at  the  Accident  entrance  of  the 
Boston  City  Hospital. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


THE    NEXT    MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  ENGLERT,  it  was  voted 
that  when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on 
Monday,  October  14,  1940,  at  2  p.  m. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  McKENNA  TERRACE. 

Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  McKenna  terrace, 
West  Roxbury,  as  a  public  highway,  under  the 
W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned  at  4.10  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
SCANNELL,  to  meet  at  2  p.  m.  on  Monday, 
October  14,  1940. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,    October    14,    1940. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2 
p.  m.,  President  GALVIN  in  the  chair. 
Absent,    Coun.    Fish    and    Ward. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute 
to   the  Flag. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jlurors  were  drawn,  Coun.  LINEHAN 
presiding  at  the  box  in  the  absence  of  the 
Mayor,    as    follows : 

One  hundred  five  traverse  jurors,  Superior. 
Criminal   Court,   to   appear   November  4,    1940 

W.  Harold  Burke,  Ward  1 ;  Joseph  F 
Davies,  Ward  1 ;  Leo  DeModena,  Ward  1 
James  P.  Domegan,  Ward  1  ;  Michael  P 
Furlong,  Ward  1 ;  Pasquale  Greco,  Ward  1 
Charles  C.  Iovanna,  Ward  1 ;  William  L 
Joyce,  Ward  1  :  John  C.  McDonald.  Ward  1 
John  E.  McGunigle,  Ward  1 ;  James  R. 
Schrage,  Ward  1 :  Edward  P.  Shannon  ;  Ward 
1 ;  Angelo  J.  Staffier,  Ward  1 ;  Edward 
Usseglio,  Ward  1 :  Frank  J.  McCarthy,  Ward 
2 ;  William  L.  Meade,  Ward  2 ;  Robert  F. 
Shields,  Ward  2  ;  John  DiNatale,  Ward  3 ; 
Vincent  Fanuele,  Ward  3  ;  George  W.  Hamer, 
Ward  3  ;  Arthur  J.  Johnson,  Ward  3  ;  James 
E.  Kelley.  Ward  3 :  Henry  E.  Phillips,  Ward 
3 ;  Harry  M.  Waxman,  Ward  3 ;  Solon  D. 
Boynton,  Ward  4 ;  Arthur  H.  Gerry,  Ward 
4 ;  Earl  B.  Hinckley,  Ward  4 ;  Eari  H.  Mer- 
rifield,  Ward  4 ;  Leo  Francis  Roy,  Ward  4 ; 
Lyman  H.  Smith,  Ward  4 ;  David  EhrQich, 
Ward  5 :  Jamas  S.  Hallahan,  Ward  5 ;  Wil- 
liam J.  Hawes,  Ward  5 ;  James  F.  Landie, 
Ward  5 ;  Walter  Norton,  Ward  5 ;  Eben  F. 
Phillips,  Ward  5 ;  John  G.  Pierce,  Ward  5 ; 
Hubert  C.  Scale,  Ward  5,  Jasper  D.  VanAtiten, 
WaTd  5  ;  Joseph  Missett,  Ward  6  ;  Anthony  J. 
Travers,  Ward  G :  Frank  S.  Brown,  Ward  7  ; 
John  T.  Hawe,  Ward  7  ;  Daniel  J.  McLaughlin, 
Ward  7 ;  William  J.  Williams,  Ward  7 ; 
John  J.  Appel,  Ward  8 ;  Albert  Michelit, 
Ward  8  ;  Joseph  F.  Powers,  Ward  8  ;  Wilhelm 
Ringdahl,  Ward  8  ;  James  T.  Bolger,  Ward  9  ; 
James  J.  Dunn,  Ward  9 :  Martin  Foley, 
Ward  9 :  Francis  J.  Kealey.  Ward  9 :  George 
E.  A.  Smith,  Ward  9 :  Richard  W  Kennedy, 
Ward  10;  Joseph  T.  McCarthy,  Ward  10; 
Paul  Shore,  Ward  10 ;  Joseph  E.  Hart, 
Ward  11 ;  John  M.  Moore,  Ward  13 ;  George 
L.  Wearin,  Ward  13 :  Philip  Paris,  Ward 
14 ;    Jeremiah    A.     Callahan,    Ward     15 ;    John 

E.  Breslin.  Ward  16 :  Arthur  J.  Collins, 
Ward   16  :   Oliver   T.   Elliot,   Ward   16  ;   Thomas 

F.  Griffin.  Ward  16 ;  Arthur  V.  Murphy, 
Ward  16 ;  James  F.  Murphy,  Ward  '16 ; 
Edward  P.  Ternan,  Ward  16 ;  Robert  H. 
Buxton,  Ward  17 :  Arthur  C.  Madsen,  Ward 
17 ;  Charles  Bernhardt,  Ward  18 ;  Charles 
L.  Curtis,  Ward  18 ;  Peter  J.  Daomne,  Ward 
18 ;  Charles  F.  Fenton,  Ward  18 ;  William  K. 
Haley,  Ward  18  ;  Joseph  T.  Harrington,  Ward 
18 ;  William  Main.  Jr.,  Ward  18 :  Daniel  A. 
McPherson,  Ward  18 :  Sterling  H.  Morrison, 
Ward  18  ;  Arthur  F.  Norton,  Ward  18  ;  James 
H.  Gambon.  Ward  19  ;  Daniel  J.  Harris,  Ward 
19 :  John  J.  Leary,  Ward  19 :  Thomas  A. 
Connolly,  Ward  20 ;  George  F.  Cronin,  Ward 
20;  Fred  L.  Dom,  Ward  20;  Morgan  P. 
Flaherty,  Ward  20 :  James  E.  Hennessey, 
Ward  20 :  William  J.  Hickev,  Ward  20 ; 
Robert  E.  Lannon,  Ward  20 :  Arthur  J. 
O'Keefe,  Ward  20 :  William  R.  Weiss,  Ward 
20 ;  George  A.  Enos.  Ward  21  ;  Jeremiah  D. 
Ford,  Ward  21 :  Philip  E.  S.  Greenwood, 
Ward  211  ;  Charles  F.  Hamblin,  Jr.,  Ward 
21 ;    Louis    Hamelburg,    Ward    21 ;    George    G. 


Miller,  Ward  21 ;  Howard  J.  Richard,  Ward  21 ; 
Edward  P.  Sballou,  Ward  21;  Edward  S. 
Colomey,  Ward  22  ;  Daniel  F.  Crane,  Ward 
22 ;  Francis  Howard,  Ward  22 ;  Lawrence  P. 
O'Callahian,    Ward   22. 

One  hundred  and  eight  traverse  jurors, 
Superior  Civil  Court,  to  appear  November  4, 
1940 : 

Ernest  V.  Brown,  Ward  1 ;  Joseph  M. 
Casaletto,  Ward  1 ;  Henry  C.  DeAngelis,  Ward 
1 ;  Albert  E.  Jackson,  Ward  1 ;  Michael 
McCarthy,  Word  1 ;  Walter  Pearson,  Ward 
1 ;  John  S.  Pemintel.  Jr.,  Ward  1 ;  Luigi 
Ricci,  Ward  1 :  William  A.  Rice,  Ward  1 ; 
Ralph  Scirro,  Ward  1 ;  Charles  W.  Venedam, 
Ward  1  ;  Jeremiah  Allen,  Ward  2 ;  Bernard 
J.  Farren,  Ward  2 ;  John  P.  Houghton, 
Ward  2 ;  William  F.  McCormack,  Ward  2 ; 
Joseph  Sheehan,  Ward  2 ;  Adomo  Abruzzese, 
Ward  3 ;  Louis  A.  Biggi,  Ward  3 ;  Anthony 
Capraro,  Ward  3 ;  Thomas  Cataldo,  Ward  8 ; 
Eugene' DiMattia,  Ward  3:  John  McDonald, 
Ward  3  ;  Nicola  A.  Mestiori,  Ward  3  ;  Thomas 

B.  O'Neill,  Ward  3  ;  Arthur  F.  Risso,  Ward  3  ; 
Edward  I.  Rothman,  Ward  3 ;  Anthony  J. 
Sacco,  Ward  3  ;  Herbert  J.  Stevens,  Ward  3  ; 
Joseph  A.  Vannelli,  Ward  3 ;  Axel  Darsen, 
Ward  4 :  David  J.  Cummings,  Ward  4 ; 
Clinton  K.  Porter.  Ward  4:  Thomas  E. 
Saulter,  Ward  4 ;  Archibald  S.  Hicks,  Ward 
5 ;  George  M.  Keist,  Ward  5 ;  John  Barron, 
Ward  6 ;  Thomas  F.  Connolly,  Ward  6 ;  John 
Fanning,  Ward  6  ;  Norman  G.  Perry,  Ward  6  ; 
Joseph  D.  Collins,  Ward  7 ;  William  A.  Con- 
nelly, Ward  7;  Wilbur  S.  Hartford,  Ward 
7 ;  John  L.  Mogan,  Ward  7 ;  Charles  A. 
Andrews.  Ward  8 ;  Louis  F.  Huey,  Ward  8 ; 
Robert  Kelly,  Ward  8 :  Thomas  McGrath, 
Ward  8 ;  Edward  F.  Carey,  Ward  9 ;  Thomas 
F.  Glennon,  Ward  9 ;  Coleman  Wallace, 
Ward   9  ;   Charles  Anderson,   Ward   10  ;  Edward 

C.  Bowen,  Ward  10  ;  Francis  M.  Healy,  Ward 
10 ;  Francis  J.  Wright,  Ward  10 ;  James 
Kilduff,  Ward  111  ;  Frank  B.  Roach,  Ward  11  ; 
Harry  A.  Sullivan,  Ward  11 ;  Roy  M.  Atus, 
Ward  12  ;  Raymond  F.  Bennett,  Ward  12 ; 
William  E.  Damon,  Ward  12 ;  Francis  P. 
O'Brien,  Ward  12  ;  Frank  J.  Pulver,  Ward  12  ; 
Herman  Starr,  Ward  12 ;  Joseph  A.  Graham, 
Ward  13 ;  George  F.  Spencer,  Ward  13 ; 
Charles  P.  Carney,  Jr.,  Ward  14;  George  I. 
Ellis,  Ward  14 ;  Ralph  Levine,  Ward  14 ; 
Samuel  Marcus,  Ward  14 ;  Carl  R.  Seaberg, 
Ward  14 :  John  F.  'Hamilton.  Ward  15 ; 
Donald  H.  MaeEachern,  Ward  15 ;  Paul  J. 
Concannon,  Ward  16  ;  William  Hird,  Ward  16  ; 
William  J.  Mahoney,  Ward  16;  Bartholomew 
O'Connor,  Ward  16 :  John  S.  Russell,  Ward 
16 ;  Thomas  A.  Simpson,  Ward  16  ;  Wil- 
liam F.  Connors,  Ward  17  ;  Daniel  A.  Crowley, 
Ward  17 :  Arthur  F.  Keif.  Ward  17 ;  David 
A.  Morrison,  Ward  17 ;  Denis  F.  Shea,  Ward 
17 ;  Thomas  F.  Tobin,  Ward  17 ;  James  J. 
Waters,  Ward  17 :  George  G.  Wright,  Ward 
17 ;  George  N.  Bower,  Ward  18 :  John  E. 
Erwin,  Ward  18 ;  Edward  J.  Flaherty,  Ward 
18 ;  Charles  Graumann,  Ward  18 ;  William  F. 
Henderson,  Ward  18 ;  Albert  D.  Long,  Ward 
IS ;  Philip  Joseph  Owens,  Ward  18 ;  Joseph 
W.  Henries,  Ward  19 ;  William  H.  Hoermes, 
Ward  19 :  Joseph  A.  Klueber,  Ward  19 ; 
Frederick  T.  Parker,  Ward  19;  Clement  W. 
Sanborn,  Jr.,  Ward  19 ;  Francis  McTernan, 
Ward  20 ;  Earl  W.  Springer,  Ward  20 ;  E. 
Russell  Bigelow,  Ward  21  :  Benjamin  R. 
Shippee,  Ward  21  ;  Francis  J..  Kelley,  Ward 
22 ;  John  J.  Maloney,  Ward  22 :  Charles  E. 
NeaJ,  Ward  22 ;  James  Russell,  Ward  22  ; 
Edward  F.  Welch,  Ward  22  ;  Emanuel  White, 
Ward   22. 


APPOINTMENT    BY    THE    MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council, 
the  Mayor  submitted  the  following  appoint- 
ment,   viz. : 

Constable  for  term  of  one  year,  beginning 
with  first  day  of  May.  1940,  without  power  to 
serve  civil  process  and  to  serve  without  bond, 
vice  Edward  B.  O'Neil,  resigned :  Francis  T. 
Hannon,   8   Mitchell   streef.    Ward    7. 

Laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 
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GRANOLITHIC    SIDEWALKS,    AUSTIN 

STREET. 
The  following   was   received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  14,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  August  19,  1940,  concerning 
the  installation  of  granolithic  sidewalks  on 
Austin  street,  Ward  18,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  proj- 
ect. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

October  1,   1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From  George  G.  Hyland,  Commissioner,  Public 

Works    Department. 
Subject:     Sidewalks  on  Austin   Street. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council 
that  'the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
install  granolithic  sidewalks  on  Austin  street. 
Ward    18,   as   a   W.   P.    A.   project. 

A  canvass  of  this  street  has  been  made  and, 
from  the  replies  received,  the  majority  of 
the  abutters  do  nclt  signify  their  willingness 
to  pay  their  proportionate  share  of  the  cost 
of  construction  of  these  sidewalks.  Therefore, 
I  do  not  deem  it  advisable  to  go  ahead  with 
the  work   at  this  time. 

George  G.  Hyland. 
Comm  ilss  ioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed   on    file. 


SIDEWALK    CONSTRUCTION. 
The  following  were  received: 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   October   14,   1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  August  19,  1940,  concerning 
the  construction  of  sidewalks  along  Walter  and 
Park  streets,  Hyde  Park,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
plan   of   construction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works   Department, 

October   1,   1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From  George  G.  Hyland,  Commissioner,  Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Sidewalks  On  Walter  and  Park 
Streets. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Coum-il 
that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
construct  sidewalks  along  Walter  and  Park 
streets,  Hyde  Park,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan 
of    construction. 

A  canvass  of  these  streets  has  been  made  and 
the  majority  of  the  replies  received  indicate 
the  abutters'  unwillingness  to  assume  their 
proportionate  share  of  the  cost  of  the  installa- 
tion of  artificial  stone  sidewalks.  Therefore,  I 
do  not  deem  it  advisable  to  proceed  with  the 
work   at  this  time. 

George  G.  Hyland. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  14,  1940. 
To  tlhe  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  August  19,  1940,  concerning 
the  installation  of  new  sidewalks  along  Wood- 
haven  street,  Ward  18,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
type  of  construction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 


Gity  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
October  1,  1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From  George  G.  Hyland,  Commissioner,  Public 

Works    Department. 
Subject :      Sidewalks    on    Woodhaven    Street. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council 
that  the  Commissioner  of  Pubkc  Works 
insltall  new  sidewalks  along  Woodhaven  street, 
Ward  18,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of  con- 
struction. 

A  canvass  of  this  street  has  been  made  and 
the  majority  of  the  abutters  have  signified 
their  unwillingness  to  pay  their  proportionate 
share  of  the  cost  of  the  installation  of  artificial 
stone  sidewalks.  Therefore,  I  do  not  deem  it 
advisable  to  proceed  with  this  work  at  this 
time. 

George  G.   Hyland. 
Commissioner    of    Public    Works. 


City    of    Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,  October  14,   1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  September  9,  1940,  concerning 
the  installation  of  sidewalks  on  the  following- 
named  streets  in  Ward  19:  Lindlall  street, 
Newbern  street,  Pond  street,  from  Centre 
street  to  Jamaicaway,  John  A.  Andrew  street. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public   Works  Department, 

October  3,   1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From  George  G.  Hyland,  Commissioner,  Public 

Works    Department. 
Subject :      Sidewalks  on   Lindall,   Newbern   and 
John  A.  Andrew  Streets,  and  Pond  Street, 
from   Centre  Street  to  Jamaicaway. 
I     return     herewith     order    in     City     Council 
that      the      Commissioner      of      Public      Works 
install  sidewalks  on  the  above-named  streets  in 
Ward    19. 

Please    be    advised    that    the    installation    of 
sidewalks   will   be  given  consideration   for  sub- 
mission   for   approval   on   a   W.   P.    A.   project. 
George  G.   Hyland. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mavor,   October   14,   1940. 
To   the   City    Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  September  9,  1940,  concerning 
the  installation  of  sidewalks  on  the  uncom- 
pleted portions  of  Day  street.  Ward  10,  as  a 
W.   P.   A.   project. 

Respectfully. 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

October  3,   1940. 
To    William     T.    Doyle,     Chief    Clerk,    Mavor's 

Office. 
From  George  G.  Hyland,  Commissioner,  Public 

Works    Department. 
Subject :       Sidewalks     on     Day     Street. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council 
that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
install  sidewalks  on  the  uncompleted  portions 
of  Day  street.  Ward  10.  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
Please  be  advised  that  this  matter  will  be 
given  consideration  for  submission  for  ap- 
proval on  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

George  G.  Hyland. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Severally  placed  on  file. 


OCTOBER    14,     1940- 
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RESURFACING   OF   WARD   15   STREETS. 
The   following   was   received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   October  13,   1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  kitter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  September  30,  1940,  concerning 
the  resurfacing  of  the  following  streets  in 
Ward  15,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  clan  of  con- 
struction :  Blakeville  street,  Clarksom  street. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Diapairltment, 

October    10,    1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From  George  G.  Hyland,  Commissioner,  Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Blakeville  Street,  Clarkson  Street, 
Ward  15. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council 
that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
resurface  the  above-named  streets  in  Ward  15 
under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Please  be  advised  that  these  streets  will  be 
given  consideration  for  submission  for  ap- 
proval on  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

George  G.   Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed    on    file. 


FLAGPOLE,  NORTH  END  PARK. 

The   following   was   received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   October   14,   1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  tetter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to 
your  order  of  September  30,  1940,  concerning 
the  arranging  for  the  erection  of  a  flagpole 
at  the  North  End  Park,  Ward  3. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City   of   Boston, 
Park  Department,  October  7,   1940. 
William    T.    Doyle, 

Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's    Office. 
De'ar    Sir, — Referring    to    the    Council    order 
of  October  7,  regarding  the  erection  of  a  flag- 
pole  in    North   End   Park,   please  be  informed, 
by  direction  of  his   Honor  the  Mayor,  the  pole 
that  is   being  erected  at  the  present  time  will 
be  in  readiness   for   October   12,    1940. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William   P.   Long,   Chairman. 
Placed    on    file.  • 


"STOP"  SIGNS,  WARDS  XS  AND  20. 
The  following   was    received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   October   14,   1940. 
Tn    the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communi- 
cation from  the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative 
to  your  order  of  September  9,  1940,  concerning 
the  erection  of  "Stop"  signs  at  the  junction  of 
Beech,  Washington  and  Walworth  streets  in 
the  Ward  18  and  Ward  20  section  of  RosHn- 
dale. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Traffic     Commission,    September    30,     1940. 
Hon.    Maurice   J.    Tobin, 

Mayor    of    Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — This  is  in  reply  to  memo,  of 
September  20,  1940,  from  Chief  Clerk 
William  T.  Doyle,  ordering  consideration  of 
and  report  on  Council  order  dated  September 
9,    1940,   which   reads   as   follows : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to 
erect    'Stop'    signs    at    the    junction    of    Beech, 


Washington     and     Walworth     streets     in     the 
Ward  18  and  Ward  20  sections  of  Roslindale." 

The  records  in  this  office  show  that  five 
(5)  motor  vehicle  accidents  involving  per- 
sonal injury  have  occurred  in  this  intersec- 
tion during  the  past  four  and  a  half  (4i) 
years.  Considering  the  volume  of  traffic  in 
this  location  this  record  does  not  indicate  a 
very    serious    condition. 

The  Council  order  requests  the  erection  of 
"Stop"  signs  to  force  motorists  entering  the 
intersection  from  Beech  street  and  Walworth 
street  to  stop  before  entering.  Proponents  of 
"Stop"  signs  who  are  not  acquainted  with 
their  lack  of  success  in  other  locations  assume 
that  if  a  car  stops  when  entering  an  inter- 
section, the  danger  of  collision  with  other 
vehicles  and  the  danger  of  striking  a  pedes- 
trian is  eliminated.  This  theory  does  not 
work  out  in  practice.  On  the  contrary, 
users  of  the  main  streets  increase  speed  be- 
cause they  assume  all  vehicles  entering  from 
the  side  streets  will  stop.  Pedestrians  are  also 
lulled  into  a  false  sense  of  security  and  do 
not  use  sufficient  care  in  crossing  streets 
when  they  are  aware  of  the  presence  of  a 
"Stop"  sign. 

For  the  above  reasons  the  engineers  of  the 
Traffic  Commission  recommend  that  no  action 
be   taken   on   this    Council   order. 

Respectfully, 
William   P.   Hickey,    Commissioner. 

Placed   on    file. 


CUSTODIANS   FOR   PLAYGROUNDS. 

The  following  was  received : 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   October    14,   1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communi- 
cation from  the  Park  Department  Chairman 
relative  to  your  order  of  September  9,  1940, 
concerning  furnishing  the  custodians  of  the 
various  playgrouunds  with  additional  help, 
either  from  W.  P.  A.  or  from  the  Welfare 
rolls,  in  order  that  the  playgrounds  may  be 
kept    in    proper    condition. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
Park  Department,  September  26,   1940. 
William   T.   Doyle, 

Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's    Office. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  acknowledging  your  memo- 
randum of  September  20,  with  inclosure,  order 
from  the  City  Council  to  supply  additional 
help    to    the    playgrounds. 

Please  be  assured  if  it  were  possible  for  me 
to  obtain  any  additional  help  from  the 
W.  P.  A.  or  the  Welfare  Departmnt  that  I 
could  use  on  playgrounds  or  any  other  part 
of  the  Park  System,  I  would  certainly  have 
done  so  long  ago.  The  W.  P.  A.  will  not 
allow  their  help  to  be  used  for  maintenance 
purposes,  and  the  Welfare  Department  claims 
it    cannot    supply    any    more. 

I  would  appreciate  any  assistance  the 
Council  could  give  me  in  obtaining  addi- 
tional help  from  either  one  of  the  two 
sources  that  could  be  used  for  maintenance 
purposes.' 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed   on,  file. 


FOOD  STAMP  PLAN. 
The   following   was   received : 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  7,  1940. 
To    the    Honorable   the   City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  orders  for 
the  acceptance  and  approval  of  two  agree- 
ments for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  in 
Boston    the  so-called   Food   Stamp   Plan. 

This  plan  has  already  received  favorable 
attention  from  the  Council.  On  April  1, 
1940,  a  resolution  was  adopted  indorsing  my 
efforts    to    obtain    the    Food    Stamp    Plan    for 
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the  City  of  Boston,  ai  J  on  September  9,  1940, 
an  order  was  adopted  to  the  effect  that  I  be 
requested  to  expedite  the  establishment  of  the 
Food  Stamp  Plan  a  /d  to  make  available  its 
benefits  to  recipient  at  the  earliest  possible 
time. 

In  order  to  get  this  plan  in  operation 
in  Boston  as  soon  as  possible,  an  arrange- 
ment has  been  made  for  the  establishment  by 
The  First  National  Bank  of  Boston  of  a  re- 
volving fund  of  one  hundred  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars  ($175,000)  to  carry  on  the 
mechanics  of  purchase  and  distribution  of 
the  stamps  until  permanent  arrangements  for 
this  purpose  can  be  consummated  next  year. 
One  of  the  orders  which  I  submit  to  you 
relates   to   that  agreement. 

The  other  order  relates  to  the  usual  form 
of  agreement  between  the  Surplus  Marketing 
Administration,  the  Department  of  Public 
Welfare  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  the  City  of  Boston  for  the 
supplying  of  stamps,  distribution  of  the  com- 
modities and  the  various  details  of  the  rela- 
tionship between  the  Giity  of  Boston  and  the 
Surplus  Marketing  Administration. 

I     therefore     request     that     your     Honorable 
Body    approve    the   accompanying   orders. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  agreement  between  the 
Surplus  Marketing  Administration,  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Welfare  and  the  City 
of  Boston  providing  for  carrying  out  the  Food 
Stamp  Plan  in  Boston,  a  copy  of  which  was 
this  day  submitted  to  the  Council,  be,  and  it 
hereby  is.  accepted  and  approved. 

Ordered,  That  the  agreement  between  the 
City  of  Boston  and  The  First  National  Bank 
of  Boston  providing  for  the  temporary  furnish- 
ing of  a  revolving  fund  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  seventy -five  thousand  dollars  ( $175,000 ) 
for  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  stamps 
in  connection  with  the  Food  Stamp  Plan  in 
Boston,  a  copy  of  which  was  this  day  sub- 
mitted to  the  Council,  be,  and  it  hereby  is, 
accepted     and     approved. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFERS      WITHIN      DEPARTMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS. 
The   following   was   received : 

City   of  Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,   October    14,    1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  forwarding  requests  for 
transfers  within  departmental  appropriations 
in  the  following  departments  and  recommend 
adoption  of  the  accompanying  orders  by 
your   Honorable   Body : 

Institutions,  Long  Island  Hospital ;  Public 
Works,  Water  Division  ;  Penal  Institutions, 
Steamer    "Michael    J.    Perkins." 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.    Tobin,   Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1S93  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Institutions 
Department,  Long  Island  Hospital : 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  $500,  to  the  appropriation  for  F, 
Special   Items,   $500. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1S93  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Public 
Works  Department,   Water  Division : 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-5,  $12,000, 
to  the  appropriation  for  H,   $12,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 


transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Penal 
Institutions  Department,  Steamer  "Michael  J. 
Perkins"  : 

From  the  appropriation  for  D,  Supplies, 
S405,  to  the  appropriation  for  C,  Equipment, 
$165  ;   E.   Materials,   S240. 

Referred    to    Executive   Committee. 


TRANSFER     TO     POLICE     DEPARTMENT. 

The  following   was   received: 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,   October   14,   1940. 
To    the   City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  Police  Commissioner  ad- 
vises me  that  the  appropriation  in  the 
department's  budget  for  H,  Relief  Projects, 
did  not  anticipate  expenditures  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  marine  railway  under  a 
W.  P.  A.  project  because  of  its  approval  by 
the  Federal  Government  subsequent  to  the 
passage  of  the  1940  budget.  As  a  result  the 
original  appropriation  is  now  practically  ex- 
hausted and  the  Police  Commissioner  requests 
that  an  additional  appropriation  of  $8,080  be 
provided,  so  that  the  projects  now  sponsored 
by  the  Police  Department  may  be  continued. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the 
Police  Commissioner,  I  am  forwarding  here- 
with an  order  transferring  the  above-mentioned 
sum  from  the  H,  Relief  Projects,  item  in 
the  budget  of  the  Sanatorium  Division  of  the 
City  Hospital,  which  item,  I  am  informed, 
will,  from  present  indications,  have  a  free 
balance  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  this 
amount,  and  recommend  adoption  by  your 
Honorable   Body. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  .T.   Tobin.  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
2&1  of  the  Acts  of  1S93  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and    hereby    is.    authorized    to    transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Hospital  De- 
partment, Sanatorium  Division,  H,  Relief 
Projects,  $8,080,  to  the  appropriation  for  Police 
Department,    H,    Relief    Projects,    $S,0S0. 

Referred   to   Executive   Committee. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees   named,   viz.: 

Claims. 

James  J.  Bellew.  to  be  reimbursed  for  ac- 
cident which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

Berman  Cut  Sole  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  47  Bristol  street, 
caused   by  defective   water   system. 

Edward  J.  Brobrek  and  others,  for  compen- 
sation for  injuries  and  damage  to  property 
by  city  car. 

Frederick  E.  Clafiin,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to   car   by   city   truck. 

Patrick  F.  Cronin,  for  compensation  for 
damage   to   car   by    city   truck. 

Catherine  Eddy,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  clothing  and  injuries  caused  by  project- 
ing  water  pipe 

John  F.  Gallagher,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
judgment    issued    against    him. 

George  J.  Gearin,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  33  Lyon  street,  caused  by 
leak    in    water   main. 

Charles  F.  Gillan  and  Daniel  F.  Keefe,  for 
compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  an  al- 
leged   defect    in    Huntington    avenue. 

Martin  J.  Gordon,  for  refund  on  pool  table 
license 

R.  W.  Grindle,  to  be  reimbursed  for  accident 
which  occurred  on  Saratoga  street,  East  Bos- 
ten. 

Isabell  E.  Hassig.  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to   car   in   Sumner   Tunnel. 

Helen  M.  Jerrel.  to  be  reimbursed  for  ex- 
penses  incurred   in    digging   drain. 

Anna  Johnson,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  by  city  car. 
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Ethel  M.  Johnson,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age  to    oar    by    city    ear. 

Paul  C.  Keteher,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  535 
GoimimioniweaJith   avenue. 

Gertrude  M.  Kelley,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to   car   by   city   truck. 

Joseph  Lamattina,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries  and   damage  to  oar  by  police  car. 

Helen  L.  Leary,  for  compensation  for  col- 
lapse of  water  boiler  by  water  being  shut  off. 

Leonardo  Mero,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age bo  property  at  102  Cottage  street,  caused 
by  defect  in  water  pipe. 

Joseph  A.  Murphy,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of   duty. 

Marie  L.  A.  Murphy,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Tremont 
and   Boylston   streets. 

John  H.  Norton,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to   oar   by   city   truck. 

Daniel  J.  O'ConneM,  Inc.,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  288  Bennington 
street,  caused  by  leak  in  water  pipe. 

Mrs.  Anthony  Onessino,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  21  Cleveland  place, 
caused  by  city  men   tearing  down  property. 

Lucile  Reynolds,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to   car  by  city  truck. 

Catherine  A.  Rice,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to   car  by   city   car. 

Joseph  Rizzo,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an   alleged  defect  in  E  street. 

David  Schuman,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  48  Blake  street,  caused  by 
Masting. 

Hotel  Statler,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  Hotel  Statler,  caused  by  break 
in    water   maim. 

Doe,  Sullivan  &  Co.,  Inc.,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  61  and  63  Faneu.il 
Hall  Market,  caused  by  defective  drainage 
system. 

Jeannette  Ufland,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age "to  car  by  fire  engine. 

Anna  Willis,  to  be  reimbursed  for  broken 
water    meter. 

Ann  Louise  Shiners,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  caused  by  hole  in  sidewalk 
at    5    Park    street. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 

Petition  of  Philip  N.  Winkler  for  driveway 
opening   at    1742-1748   Dorchester   avenue. 

Petition  for  driveway  opening  of  Socony- 
Vacuurn  Oil  Company,  at  corner  of  Parsons 
and   North   Beacon   streets,   Ward   21. 

Executive. 
-Petition  of  Marsraret  M.   Holland,  to  be  paid 
an    annuity    on    account   of   death    of   her   hus- 
band,    Thomas     E.     Holland,    late    member    of 
Fire   Departmenit. 


TRACK    LOCATION,    UNION    FREIGHT 
RAILROAD. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  28th  track  location  granted 
to  Union  Freight  Railroad   Company. 

Placed    on    file. 


APPROVAL  OF  CONSTABLE'S  BOND. 

The  constable's  bond  of  Emil  H.  Ober,  hav- 
ing been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
was    received    and   approved. 


ASSIGNMENT     OF     JUDGES     TO     AD- 
MINISTRATIVE   COMMITTEE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Fred 
T.  Field,  Chief  Justice,  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  assigning  judges  to  service  on  Ad- 
ministrative Committee  of  the  Probate  Courts. 

Placed    on    file. 


ASSIGNMENT     OF    JUDGES,    APPELLATE 
DIVISION,   ETC. 

Notice  was  received  from  Fred  T.  Field, 
Chief  Justice,  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  as- 
signing judges  to  Appellate  Division  of  Dis- 
trict Courts  and  members  of  the  Administra- 
tive Committee  of  District  Courts,  effective 
October    1,    1940. 

Placed    on    file. 


APPOINTMENT     OF    PATRICK    J.    NEE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Health  De- 
partment of  temporary  appointment  of  Pat- 
rick J.  Nee,  8>17  Dorchester  avenue,  Dorchester, 
as  collector  of  samples    (milk). 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

Applications  for  minors'  licenses  were  re- 
ceived from  fifty  newsboys  and  seven  boot- 
blacks. 

Granted  under  usual  conditions. 


CALL    FOR    STATE    ELECTION. 

President  GALVIN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  meetings  of  the  citizens  of 
this  city,  qualified  to  vote  for  state  officers, 
be  held  at  the  several  polling  places  desig- 
nated for  the  purpose  by  the  Board  of  Elec- 
tion Commissioners,  on  Tuesday,  the  fifth  day 
of  November,  1940,  for  the  election  of  Presi- 
dential Electors,  Governor,  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor, State  Secretary,  State  Treasurer,  State 
Auditor,  Attorney-General,  Senator  in  Con- 
gress, Representatives  in  Congress,  Councilors, 
Senators  in  the  General  Court,  Representatives 
in  the  General  Court,  Clerk  of  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court,  Clerk  of  Superior  Court  for 
Civil  Business,  Clerk  of  Superior  Court  for 
Criminal  Business,  Register  of  Deeds,  and 
Sheriff ;  also  to  give  in  their  votes  "Yes"  or 
"No"  on  the  following  questions: 

1.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  in  this  city  for 
the    sale    therein     of     all     alcoholic     beverages 

(whisky,  rum,   gin,   malt  beverages,  wines  and 
all   other   alcoholic   beverages)  ? 

2.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  in  this  city 
tfor  the  sale  therein  of  wines  and  malt  bev- 
erages (wines  and  beer,  ale  and  all  other  malt 
beverages)  ? 

3.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  in  this  city 
for  the  sale  therein  of  all  alcoholic  beverages 
in  packages,  so  called,  not  to  be  drunk  cm  ibhe 
premises  ? 

Questions    of    Public    Policy. 

In  the  following  Senatorial  Districts — 
Second  Suffolk,  Third  Suffolk,  Seventh  Suf- 
folk,   Middlesex    and    Suffolk, — 

"Shall  the  Senator  from  this  district  be  in- 
structed to  vote  for  the  establishment  of  a 
lottery  to  be  conducted  by  the  Commonwealth, 
the  net  proceeds  of  which  shall  provide  addi- 
tional revenue  for  the  Old  Age  Assistance 
Fund?" 

"Shall  the  Senator  from  this  district  be  in- 
structed to  vote  for  legislation  providing  for 
ten-dollar  weekly  payments  to  each  recipient 
of  old  age  assistance?" 

The  polls  at  said  meetings  shall  be  opened  at 
eight  o'clock  a.  m.  and  closed  at  eight  o'clock 
p.    m. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  hereby 
directed  to  give  notice  of  said  meetings 
according  to  law. 

Passed    under   suspension   of   the  rule. 


REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE     ON     COUNTY 
ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  WICKES,  for  the  Committee  on 
County  Accounts,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred    August    5)     recommending     amend- 


369 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


merit  to  classification  for  officers  and  em- 
ployee of  Suffolk  County — that  same  ought 
to    pass. 

Report    accepted ;    said    order    passed. 


PLAY  AREAS  FOR  SMALL  CHILDREN. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  possibility  of  Using 
the  fund  left  to  the  city  by  Michael  Francis 
Cahill  for  the  grading  and  improvement  of 
city-owned  land  for  play  areas  for  small 
children. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President, 
for  some  time  I  have  been  interested  in 
play  areas  for  the  youngsters.  I  have  pre- 
viously suggested  that  the  city-owned  land  be 
graded  and  put  in  condition  by  using  a 
W.  P.  A.  project.  Due  to  the  technical  prob- 
lems in  which  the  W.  P.  A.  authorities  ruled 
that  city-owned  land  or  property  which  is  up 
for  sale  cannot  be  improved  with  Federal 
funds,  and  since  it  is  commonly  accepted  that 
all  city-owned  property  is  up  for  sale,  utiliza- 
tion of  Federal  funds  was  impossible.  There- 
fore, our  objective  in  this  matter  must  be 
attained  in  some  other  way.  During  the 
past  week,  however,  a  very  important  item 
was  carried  in  the  Boston  newspapers  de- 
scribing a  large  sum  of  money  which  was 
willed  for  recreational  purposes.  The  courts 
ruled  that  this  money,  known  as  the  Michael 
Francis  Cahiill  Fund,  should  revert  to  the 
City  of  Boston.  With  that  thought  in  mind, 
I  am  offering  this  order  so  that  we  may  take 
advantage  of  this  worthwhile  fund  and 
prepare  in  the  various  sections  of  the  city 
these  safety  play  areas  for  the  smaller  children. 
I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the   rule. 


USE   OF   STEAMER   "PERKINS." 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  confer  with  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  Harbor  Defenses  of  Boston  for  the 
purpose  of  contributing  the  services  of  the 
steacmer  "Perkins"  to  military  personnel 
now   stationed   in    Boston    Harbor. 

Coun.  GOODE — Mr.  President,  at  the  present 
time,  under  the  increase  in  military  per- 
sonnel which  has  come  about  under  the 
National  Defense  Act,  there  has  been  a 
great  increase  in  such  military  personnel 
connected  with  our  harbor  defenses  in  dif- 
ferent ways.  Many  of  the  men  who  belong 
to  the  National  Guard  and  the  regular  army 
are  residents  and  taxpayers  of  Boston.  Inas- 
much as  the  service  regulations  allow  them  to 
spend  a  little  time  with  their  families,  I  think 
it  would  be  a  splendid  gesture  on  the  part  of 
the  city  to  place  the  steamer  "Perkins"  at 
their  disposal  on  occasions,  thereby  affording 
them  transportation  to  and  frtom  Fort 
Strong,  Long  Island,  and  Deer  Island.  It 
would  not  hurt  the  city  to  any  extent,  finan- 
cially or  otherwise,  and  would  allow  these 
men  to  spend  a  great  deal  more  time  with 
their  families,  which  would  help  them  to  be- 
come more  easily  accustomed  to  their  new 
life.     I  hope  that  the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the   rule.  > 


SUPERHIGHWAY    THROUGH    CITY. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  confer 
with  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  with 
a  view  of  accepting  the  plans  of  Frederick  A. 
Robinson  for  a  superhighway  through  the 
City    of    Boston. 

Coun.  GOODE — Mr.  President,  stagnation  of 
the  traffic  tides  in  the  business  heart  of 
Boston  has  bean  an  irritant  and  a  handicap 
to    the    City    of    Boston    continuously    through 


the  past  twenty  years.  Since  the  National 
Defense  program  calls  for  the  construction  of 
new  roads  I  believe  that  this  is  the  time  for 
the  members  of  the  City  Council  to  make 
this  contribution  to  the  future  welfare  of  the 
city.  Tentative  plans  for  a  superhighway 
to  relieve  the  north-south  traffic  problem  in 
the  City  of  Boston  have  been  before  legisla- 
tive committees,  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Roads 
and  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for 
the  State.  However,  since  most  of  these  plans 
contain  different  phases  and  routes,  I  am  sub- 
mitting with  this  order  a  plan  drawn  up  by 
Frederick  A.  Robinson,  of  the  Roslindale 
Board  of  Trade,  which,  in  my  opinion,  should 
receive  proper  consideration.  This  super- 
highway will  not  only  benefit  Hyde  Park, 
Readville  and  Mattapan,  but  will  be  of  great 
benefit  to  the  entire  city.  I  know  that 
Mr.  Robinson,  who  has  drawn  up  the  plan  I 
itftrred  to,  and  who  has  devoted  many  years 
to  a  study  of  the  subject,  has  been  com- 
mended by  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology  and  many  other  engineers  who 
are  familiar  with  the  problem.  He  is  a 
public-spirited  citizen,  who  has  become  in- 
terested in  this  matter  from  the  standpoint  of 
the  public  good,  and  I  trust  that  the  Public 
Works  Commissioner  will  see  fit  to  give  due 
consideration    to    this    plan. 

The   order    was    passed    under    suspension   of 
the  rule. 


TWENTY-FOUR-HOUR  DAY  FOR   SCHOOL 
SHOPS. 

Coun.    GOODE   offered   the  following: 

Ordered,  Tha:  the  Mayor  of  Boston  request 
the  Boston  School  Committee  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  opening  all  Boston  high  schools 
which  have  technical  or  shop  facilities  on  a 
twenty-four -hour-a-day  basis,  for  the  purpose 
of  training  unemployed  adults  and  high  school 
graduates. 

Coun.  GOODE — Mr.  President,  I  have  learned 
wi.h  regret  in  the  past  few  days  that  certain 
projects  instituted  to  speed  up  the  National 
Defense  program  in  this  area  may  have  to  be 
translftertred  to  other  parts  of  the  country  or 
i  i  intoned  because  of  a  lack  of  skilled  work- 
men in  Boston.  One  of  the  biggest  single 
factors  in  the  present  progress  of  the  National 
Defense  program  is  the  important  part  played 
by  vocational  scho.ls  in  training  young  men 
in  occupations  essential  to  our  national  defense. 
R  -on  has  a  regrettable  lack  of  trained  young 
men  who  are  qualified  to  take  over  these  jobs. 
An  advance  course  would  greatly  aid  these  men 
to  secure  jobs  and  would  repay  the  tax- 
payers of  Boston  a  hundredfold.  The  high 
schools  of  Boston  constitute  a  reserve  of  train- 
ing facilities,  which  should  be  expanded  and 
made  immediately  available  for  these  young 
men.     I   hope  the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


RECESS. 

A  recess  was  taken  at  2.45  p.  m.,  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reas- 
sembled and  were  called  to  order  by  President 
CALVIN    at    3.32    p.    m. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK.  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee,   submitted    the    following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  today)  for  transfers  from  Hospital 
Department,  Sanatorium  Division,  to  Police 
Department,  Relief  Projects,  of  $S,OS0 — that 
same   ought   to  pass. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  today)  for  transfers  within  depart- 
mental appropriations — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Reports  accepted ;  said  orders  passed,  yeas 
19,   nays   0. 
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3  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(ruf erred  today)  re  Food  Stamp  Plan — that 
same  ought   to   pass. 

Report   accepted ;    said   orders    passed. 


LAND   CONVEYANCE,   EAST   BOSTON. 

President  GAiLVIN  called  up,  under  un- 
finished  business,  No.  2  on  the  calendar,   viz. : 

2.  Whereas,  The  "City  of  Boston  is  the 
owner  of  a  certain  parcel  of  land  situated  on 
the  northeasterly  Side  of  Maverick  street  in 
the  Bast  Boston  district  of  the  Oity  of  Bos- 
ton, containing  two  hundred  and  sixteen  (216) 
square  feet,  and  now  in  the  control  of  the 
Public    Welfare    Department:    and 

Whereas,  John  J.  Previte  and  Grazla  Previte, 
husiband  and  wife,  are  the  owners  as  tenants 
by  the  entirety  of  an  estate  situated  on  the 
northeasterly  side  of  said  Maverick  street  and 
adjoining  the  said  premises  owned  by  the  City 
of  Bositon,  and  are  desirous  of  obtaining  the 
ownership  of  the  salid  two  hundred  and  sixteen 
(216)    square  feet  of   land;   and 

Whereas,  Tlhe  said  two  hundred  and  sixteen 
(216)  square  feet  of  land  are  no  longer  needed 
for  public  purposes ;  now,  therefore,  it  is 
herelby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  convey  to  the  said 
John  J.  Previte  and  Grazia  Previte  by  an 
instrument  in  writing:  satisfactory  in  forim  to 
the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston 
and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred fifty  (260)  dollars  to  be  paid  to  the  Cilty 
of  Boston  and  on  the  express  condition  that 
the  said  grantees  at  the  expanse  of  said 
grantees  replace  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Welfare  the  iron  fence 
and  granolithic  sidewalk  now  existing  on  the 
said  premises,  all  the  City  of  Boston's  right, 
title  and  interest  in  and  to  said  two  hundred 
and  sixteen  soulare  feet  of  land,  bounded  and 
described    as    follows  : 

Northwesterly  by  land  of  John  J.  Previte 
and  Grazia  Previte,  forty-three  and  68-100 
(43.68)  feet;  northeasterly  by  land  of  the  City 
of  Boston  five  ( 5 )  feet ;  southeasterly  by  other 
land  of  tihe  City  of  Boston,  forty-two  and 
78-100  (42. 73)  feet:  southwesterly  by  the 
[northeasterly  line  of  Maverick  street,  five  and 
8-1100  (5.08)  feet,  containing  two  hundred  six- 
teen  square  feet  of   land,    more  or  less. 

On  September  30,  1940,  the  foregoing  order 
was   read  once  and   passed,   yeas  18,   nays   0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final 
reading    and   passage,    yeas    19,    nays    0. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE   ON    LICENSES. 

Coum.  ENGLERT,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following  reports  on 
petitions    for    driveway   openings,    viz. : 

L.  C.  Grossman  (referred  July  22)  at  Haivre 
street;  Sears,  Roebuck  &  Co.  (referred  August 
5),  1370  Boylston  street ;  Stanley  Blimstrub 
(referred  August  19)  at  500  and  502  Western 
avenue ;  Dwelling  House  Associates  (referred 
September  a)  107-117  Arlington  street,  Ward  5 
— that  leave  be  granted  under  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted ;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


REOPENING    NUTRITION    CLASSES. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
reconsidier  their  action  witlh  reference  to  clos- 
ing nutrition  classes  in  the  various  schools 
with  a  view  to  reopening  these  classes  in  all 
schools    where    they   formerly    existed. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  the  reason 
why  I  am  introducing  this  order  today  is  be- 
cause many  mothers  in  my  district  have  come 
to  my  home  in  the  last  few  days  very  much 
worked  up  about  the  publicity  in  the  papers 
to  the  effect  that  the  School  Committee  are 
closing  the  nutrition  classes  in  all  the  lower 
schools    of    Boston.      I    realize,    Mr.    President 


and  members  of  the  Council,  that  these  nu- 
trition classes  have  been  in  existence  for  about 
thirty  years.  It  has  been  my  pleasure  to  go  to 
the  Mather  School  to  look  these  classes  over, 
and  after  my  visit  and  an  examination  into 
the  matter  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  are  performing  a  wonderful  service  for 
the  children  who  are  growing  up  today.  Of  a 
class  of  sixty-five  children  in  the  Mather 
School,  two  children  have  infantile  paralysis, 
and  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  parents  to 
send  them  to  school  if  it  were  not  for  the 
nutrition  classes.  As  I  have  said,  the  classes 
have  been  in  existence  for  thirty  years,  per- 
forming a  wonderful  work,  and  I  would  there- 
fore suggest  to  the  members  of  the  School 
Comimittee  that  they  reconsider  their  action 
in  closing  them  in  various  schools,  and  that 
they  reopen  them  in  all  the  schools  where  they 
formerly  existed.  Anybody  who  looks  into 
thiis  matter  must  realize  the  wonderful  work 
that  these  classes  are  doing,  even  though  it 
may  be  a  little  expense  to  the  City  of  Boston. 
I  might  also  say,  in  the  interest  of  the  children 
of  my  district,  that  I  had  occasion  to  visit 
Captain  Tiernan,  of  Station  11,  and  ask  him 
in  regard  to  the  protection  that  the  police 
of  the  district  are  able  to  afford  to  children 
crossing  the  streets  on  their  way  to  and  from 
school.  Captain  Tiernan  informed  me  that 
there  are  forty-two  crossings  in  the  ward  that 
the  children  have  to  cross,  and  that  there  are 
only  twenty-five  police  officers  available  during 
the  day  to  do  the  work  in  that  respect,  wh 
would  require  forty-two  policemen.  He  also  in- 
formed me  that  there  were  not  sufficient  police- 
men to  take  care  of  the  traffic  lights.  Of 
course,  all  these  things  have  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  when  we  have  to  meet  problems 
of  P'Ulblic  softy.  As  for  these  nutrition  classes, 
they  have  been  carried  on  for  thirty  years, 
to  the  great  benefit  of  the  children.  I  was  told 
at  the  Mather  School  that  the  children  are 
given  milk  and  cookies  and  that  they  take  a 
nap  after  they  eat.  The  expense  is  small.  I 
understand  but  15  cents  per  child.  I  sincerely 
hcipe,  considering  the  great  benefits  that  the. 
children  derive  from  the  classes,  that  they 
will  not  be  discontinued,  and  that  those  which 
have  been  already  closed  will  be  reopened  in 
the   immediate  future. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  would 
inform  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  (Coun. 
Kelly)  that  on  September  16,  about  a  month 
ago,  I  filed  a  similar  order,  which,  however,  up 
to  date  has  been  ignored,  and  I  understand 
that  since  then  additional  nutrition  classes 
have  been  discontinued..  I  realize,  of  course, 
that  the  School  Committee  is  trying  to  take 
care  of  the  people  and  to  act  in  the  public  in- 
terest in  what  it  does,  but  I  certainly  feel 
that  they  have  made  a  mistake  in  closing 
these  classes.  I  understand,  of  course,  that 
they  have  transferred  the  employees  who  serve 
in  the  classes  from  the  nutrition  classes  to  the 
lunches.  That  may  take  care  of  the  em- 
ployees, but  the  children  are  deprived  of 
something  from  which  they  derived  a  world  of 
good.  They  have  simply  taken  care  of  the 
emip'loyees._  As  I  say,  a  month  ago  I  intro- 
duced a  similar  order,  and  I  think  there  has 
been  sufficient  time  for  the  School  Coamnittee 
to  at  least  recognize  that  order  by  a  letter. 
They  have  not  done  so,  however,  but,  as  I 
have  said,  have  closed  down  more  of  these 
classes.  If  they  send  a  letter,  stating  their 
argument  in  the  matter,  we  could,  of  course, 
give  their  reasons  due  consideration.  If  they 
have  a  reasonable  arirument,  let  us  at  least 
hear  it.  If  not,  I  think  we  should  continue 
to  press  them  for  an  answer  in  a  matter  which 
has  meant  a  world  of  good  for  the  children. 
I  am  not  so  much  interested  in  the  children 
who  are  well  nourished.  I  am  particularly 
intere-ted  in  those  who  are  not  getting  enough 
food  at  home  and  who  are  seriously  handi- 
capped in  setting  from  school  to  home  and 
hack  again  at  noontime.  I  made  a  little  study 
of  this  subject,  as  I  have  indicated,  about  a 
month  ago.  and  I  found  that  not  only  the 
under-nourished  children,  but  children  who 
wore  sick,  under  the  system  that  has  pre- 
vailed, have  had  a  chance  to  get  a  little  re- 
fre-hment  and  to  rest,  after  which  they  can  do 
a    irood    job    for    the    rest    of    the    afternoon    in 
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school.  I  certainly  hope  that  we  will  at  least 
shortly  receive  from  the  School  Comimiiitltee 
good  reasons  for  closing  down  this  activity. 
If  not,  I  shall  certainly  persist  in  asking  for 
satisfactory   information. 

The   order    was   passed    under   suspension   of 
the  rule. 


CONSTRUCTION   OF  SHELTER  ON  RIVER 
STREET. 

Coun.  WICKES  and  GOODE  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make  plans  for  the 
construction  of  a  shelter  on  River  street,  op- 
posite the  Mattapan  Hospital,  which  will  pro- 
tect passengers  while  waiting  for  transporta- 
tion at   this  point. 

Coun.  WICKES— Mr.  President,  in  my 
travels  through  various  sections  of  the  city 
I  have  had  occasion  to  use  various  bus  lines 
and  to  see  how  the  passengers  on  those  lines 
are  cared  for.  There  is  certainly  need  for  the 
construction,  at  the  point  referred  to  in  the 
order,  of  a  shelter  on  River  street,  opposite 
the  Matitapan  Hospital.  We  have  there  a 
sanatorium  for  the  prevention  of  tuberculosis, 
for  the  accommodation  of  people  who  are  con- 
fined there  through  no  fault  of  their  own. 
They  and  their  friends  are  forced  to  travel 
back  and  forth  on  the  Boston  Elevated,  in  all 
kinds  of  weather,  and  they  should  be  protected 
from  the  elements  by  a  shelter  of  this  type. 
It  might  be  carried  through  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project,  but  certainly  something  in  the  way  of 
a  proper  shelter  should  be  furnished.  The 
family  and  friends  of  the  patients  visit  them 
every  week,  and  there  have  been  times  re- 
cently, when  the  weather  has  been  severe, 
when  it  was  certainly  a  shame  to  see  people 
waiting  there,  as  they  have  had  to  do,  for 
the  buses  in  a  pouring  rain.  I  sincerely  trust, 
therefore,  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  take 
this  up  wiith  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Elevated  in  the  near  future  and  that  a  suitable 
shelter  will  be  built  en  River  street. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


INVESTIGATION    OF    GERMAN 
CONSULATE. 

Coun.    GOTTLIEB    offered    the    following: 

Whereas,  many  reliable  authorities  have 
alleged  that  the  German  Consul  in  Boston  has 
increased  the  personnel  in  his  office  for  the 
purpose  of  engaging  in  Fifth  Column  activi- 
ties ;    and 

Whereas,  He  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  most 
active  fifth  columnists  in  the  United  States ; 
therefore     be    it 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
request  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  to 
immediately  launch  an  investigation  into  the 
activities    of    the   German    Consulate   office. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  my  rea- 
son for  requesting  the  passage  of  this  resolu- 
tion is  based  upon  many  recent  statements 
from  authentic  sources  which  give  publicity 
to  the  fact  that  German  consuls  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  and  particularly  in 
Boston,  have  been  engaged  in  subversive  and 
other  objectionable  activities  which  are  dis- 
tinctly opposed  to  the  American  form  of 
government  and  which,  if  allowed  to  continue, 
will  tend  to  overthrow  our  form  of  Democratic 
government.  Among  these  many  statements 
in  support  of  what  I  have  Ea/id  I  would  call 
the  attention  of  the  Body  to  a  recent 
svndiicated  column  of  one  of  the  prominent 
Washington    columnists,    which    says : 

"The  Dies  Investigating  Committee  now 
has  documentary  evidence  of  Nazi  fifth  column 
operations  in  the  United  States  so  explosive 
that  its  publication  might  lead  to  a  complete 
rupture  of  diplomatic  relations  with  Ger- 
many." 

In  support  of  that  statement,  the  columnist 
states  that  the  documentary  evidence  in  the 
possession  of  the  committee  is  staggering. 
It   definitely    established : 


"1.  That  the  Nazi  Government  is  directly 
supervising  and  financing  a  nation-wide  Fifth 
Column  campaign  to  oppose  and  obstruct 
the  defence  program,  the  United  States 
government's  foreign  policy  and  aid  to  Great 
Britain. 

"2.  That  this  activity  is  being  carried  on 
through  German  consulates  and  German  con- 
trolled papers  plus  propaganda  agencies  of 
various   kinds. 

"3.  That  Nazi  consuls  get  detailed  in- 
structions from  Berlin  through  regular  short- 
wave  broadcasts    in    code.*' 

The  Dies  Committee  further  says  that  "Two 
of  the  consuls  implicated  in  the  evidence  the 
committee  has  turned  over  to  the  State 
Department  are  Captain  Fritz  Wiedermann, 
at  San  Francisco,  and  Herbert  Scholz,  at 
Boston.  Letters  show  both  Nazis  up  to 
their  armpits  in  Fifth  Column  enterprises." 
This  fellow  Scholz  is  the  man  ab»ut_  whom 
we  have  heard  so  much  recently,  as  violating 
the  traffic  laws  and  as  not  long  ago  issuing 
a  tirade  against  the  Boston  newspapers  with 
a  veiled  threat  to  stifle  them  bv  holding  up 
news  items.  He  "is  credited  with  being  the 
guiding  hand  behind  the  American  Fellow- 
ship Forum,  and  has  been  closely  associated 
with  Friedrich  Ernst  Auhaugen,  a  Nazi  lec- 
turer and  president  of  the  Forum,  who  was 
seized  in  Los  Angeles  recently  as  he  was 
attempting  to  board  a  ship  for  Japan.  The 
committee  is  holding  Auhaugen  as  a  key 
witness"  for  further  investigation.  This  is 
only  one  of  many  statements  and  findings 
through  investigations  which  show  how 
strong  such  activities  have  been  in  this  part 
of  the  country  in  the  past  few  years.  I  also 
quote  from  another  newspaper — and  this  is 
very  interesting — to  the  effect  that  the 
consul's  office  here  in  Boston  has  within  a 
year  or  two  increased  its  office  staff  from  a 
few  to  more  than  forty.  What  is  the  reason 
for  such  a  substantial  increase  in  the  number 
of  help  ?  Certainly  the  Nazi  consul's  office 
here  or  in  any  other  part  of  the  country 
cannot  have  increased  its  legitimate  business 
so  greatly  that  it  finds  it  necessary  to  em- 
ploy such  a  force,  larger  than  the  force 
from  any  other  country,  unless  these  men 
have  authority  to  act  as  Nazi  agents  and 
indulge  in  Nazi  activities  to  the  hurt  of  our 
city.  I  will  also  quote  from  another  recent 
article  by  Professor  Warner  of  Harvard,  re- 
ferring to  "Nazi  Envoys  in  Hub  Working 
Overtime."      He    says : 

"This  new  hum  of  activity  in  the  official 
center  of  Adolph  Hitler's  government  in 
Boston  is  not  a  soitary  instance,  all  over 
America  Nazi  agents  are  at  work,  even  as  they 
were  in  1916.  Their  aim,"  according  to  Pro- 
fessor Sam  Bass  Warner,  Professor  of  Law 
at  Harvard  University,  "is  to  soften  the 
United  States  for  her  final  defeat.  Unless 
America  awakens,"  says  Professor  Warner, 
who  is  now  preparing  to  rewrite  United 
States  laws  on  sabotage  and  espionage, 
"hers  may  be  the  fate  that  met  Belgium, 
Holland,  Norway  and  France."     It  says : 

"Espionage,  propaganda  and  sabotage  are 
much  more  important  today  than  in  the  last 
war,  because  the  Nazis  have  developed  them 
into  much  more  effective  weapons  for  war 
and  pre-war  purposes.  The  United  States  is 
particularly  vulnerable  to  espionage,  propa- 
ganda and  sabotage,  because  of  our  polyglot 
population.  If  not  effectively  combatted, 
they  will  both  retard  official  plans  for  pre- 
paredness and  cause  confusion  and  disunity 
in  our  midst." 

In  a  report  based  on  research  of  the  Inter- 
state Commerce  Commission  on  Crime,  pre- 
sented at  the  recent  Federal  and  state  con- 
ference on  the  law  enforcement  problems  of 
national  defense  at  Washington,  it  also  says 
that  "espionage  and  sabotage  are  to  be  ex- 
pected from  Nazi-Fascist  consular  agents  and 
business  firms."  The  report  also  recom- 
mended that,  besides  the  laws  being  redrafted 
by  Professor  Warner,  methods  to  bring  under 
control  the  subversive  activities,  for  which 
Boston  is  a  center  in  the  United  States,  rank- 
ing with  New  York  and  San  Francisco, 
should     be     put     under     supervision     of     the 


OCTOBER     14,    1940. 


372 


F.  B.  I.  I  believe  these  subversive  activities 
should  be  summarily  stopped  and  for  the 
reasons  I  have  stated  I  ask  the  passage  of  the 
resolution. 

President  GALVIN— The  resolution  will  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  would  suggest  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution,  that  it  also  read  that 
the  Communist  headquarters  on  Essex  street 
be    included    in    the    investigation. 

President  GALVIN— That  is  a  matter  that 
can  be  taken  up  by  the  Committee  on  Rules. 
Later  in  the  session  Coun.  GOTTLIEB  said: 
Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
make  a  statement.  After  I  presented  my 
recent  resolution  with  regard  to  Nazi  activi- 
ties, the  gentleman  from  the  Back  Bay  (Coun. 
Chase),  with  patriotic  zeal,  suggested  a 
further  investigation  which  should  include  the 
Communist  party.  I  want  to  say,  for  purposes 
of  the  record,  that  I  will  support  such  an 
investigation  with  all  my  heart.  I  will  support 
any  order  for  investigation  that  will  tend  to 
eliminate  or  suppress  any  political  party  or 
organization  whose  activities  are  detrimental 
to  the  American  form  of  government.  I  do  not 
intend  to  ask  for  anv  investigation  of  the 
Ward     4     Republican     Club. 

Coun.   CHASE — Mr.   President,   I   ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement.     I  am  now 
serving    my   second   term    in    the   City   Council, 
and   I   recall   several   years   back   when   on   one 
occasion  I  alone  sought,  as  I  have  since  sought 
on   other   occasions,    an    investigation   not   only 
of  Nazi  activities  in  the  United  States,  especi- 
ally in  Boston,  but  also  for  an  investigation  of 
the     activities     of     the     Communist     party     in 
Boston.     Why  did  I  ask  for  such  investigations  ? 
Simply  because  of   the   activities   of  these  sub- 
versive  agencies   in    Boston,    activities    bo    pro- 
nounced    that     they     seep     into     the     Various 
activities  of  our  government ;  and  you  yourself, 
Mr.    President,   agreed   with   me   that   the   Dies 
Committee,    working    under    authority    of    the 
Congress    of    the    United    States,    should    make 
such   investigations  of  Communist  activities  in 
Boston  and  elsewhere.     Why?     Because  we  s'aiw 
evidences  of  such  activities  in  our  school  system 
and  'in  every  branch  of  our  municipal  life.     We 
early    recognized    the    threat    to    the    American 
form  of  life  through  these  subversive  agencies. 
Therefore,  while  I  recognize  the  threat  of  Nazi- 
ism, and  favored  an  investigation  of  it,  I  also 
felt    that    Communism    should    be    equally    in- 
vestigated.     I    do    not   believe    in    singling    out 
for  investigation   simply  one  of   the  subversive 
agencies   in   our   community.      Communism  and 
Naziism   work   hand   in   hand.     Everybody   now 
sees   that.      I    regret   exceedingly   that   my   col- 
league   has    seen    fit    to    interject    personalities 
into     this     matter.       Suggesting     such     an     in- 
vestigation   was    to    keep    the   record    clear.      I 
am     as    strongly    against    Naziism     as    I     am 
against    Communism,    and    if    any    activity    of 
the    Nazi     party    merits     an    investigation     in 
Boston   or   elsewhere,   while   I   shall  favor   such 
investigation,    I    also    wish    to    add    that    the 
Communist     party's     activities     in     our     midst 
equally    require    investigation.       The    activities 
of    both    of   'these    agencies    are    certainly    sub- 
versive   of    our     American     life.       They     have 
been    inoculating    our    youth    with    the    poison 
of    Russia    and    of    Nazi    Germany,    and    it    is 
high    time    that    every    form    of    Naziism   -and 
Communism   should    be   stamped   out   from   our 
American     life.        (Applause     from     the     gal- 
eries. ) 


PLEDGE    TO    FLAG. 

Coun.    RUSSO   offered    the   following: 

Whereas,  The  Superintendent  of  the  Boston 
Schools  and  the  Boston  School  Committee  have 
voted  to  uphold  and  continue  the  present 
method  of  pledging  allegiance  to  the  flag ; 
'therefore,    be    it 

Resolved.  That  the  Boston  City  Council  here- 
by expresses  the  desire  to  return  to  the  old 
met/hod  and  custom  of  pledging  allegiance  to 
our   flag. 

'Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  at  our  meet- 
ing of  September  9,  on  the  resolution  intro- 
duced   for    changing    the    form    of    the   pledge 


of  allegiance  to  the  flag,  I  notice  at  the  end 
of  the  minutes  it  simply  says  that  the  order 
was  "Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule."  As 
you  will  recall,  I  asked  for  a  roll  call,  and  I 
was  the  one  councilor  opposed  to  that  change, 
voting  "No"  on  the  order.  I  desire  this  cor- 
rection to  appear  in  the  record,  that  the  roll 
was  called,  and  that  on  the  question  of  passing 
the  order  under  suspension  of  the  rule  the 
volte  was  seventeen  to  one,  I  voting  in  the 
negative.  I  was  surprised  at  the  time  When 
that  resolution  was  introduced  into  the  Body, 
and  I  talked  and  voted  against  it.  I  am  op- 
posed to  the  method  of  saluting  the  flag  that 
■was  favored  at  that  time,  and  I  am  therefore 
inspired  today  to  present  this  resolution,  go- 
ing back  to  the  old  way  of  pledging  our  al- 
legiance to  the  flag,  saluting  the  flag  as  we 
used  to  do.  To  my  mind,  changing  our  form 
of  pledging  allegiance  is  inconsistent  and 
ridiculous.  I  see  no  logic  and  no  reason  for  it. 
I  believe  that  when  we  pledge  allegiance  to 
the  flag  we  should  salute  the  flag,  and  that  our 
children  should  do  so,  as  they  have  done  for 
many  years.  I  am  not  apposed  to  saluting 
the  flag  in  a  militaristic  manner  upon  proper 
occasions,  as  some  may  have  quotod  me,  but 
I  do  believe  at  other  times  in  standing  at 
attention  and  saluting  the  flag  as  we  have 
been  accustomed  to  do,  with  our  night  hand 
extended  as  a  symbol  of  affection  and  admira- 
tion for  the  flag  which  we  all  love.  In  that 
spirit,  therefore,  1  present  this  resolution,  to 
pledge  allegiance  to  the  flag  by  extending  our 
right  hand  and  pointing  to  the  flag  that  we  all 
love  and  reverence.  I  want  to  extend  my  per- 
sonal felicitation  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Schools  and  to  the  School  Committee  for  main- 
taining the  old  method  and  tradition.  And  let 
us  mot  in  this  present  hour  forget  Christopher 
'Columbus,  the  man  Who  on  October  12,  1492, 
made  it  possible  by  his  discovery  of  this  con- 
tinent to  later  enjoy  American  principles  and 
ideals.  I  ask,  therefore,  that  this  Council 
reverse  its  previous  action  and  vote  to  pledge 
allegiance  to  our  flag  in  the  old  manner,  With 
the  beautiful  words  that  are  inscribed  on  our 
hearts  as  we  pledge  allegiance  to  our  flag. 
I   trust  that  the  resolution  will  pass. 

The. resolution  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


CHARGES   AGAINST    CHAIRMAN   OF 
ELECTION    COMMISSION- 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  investigate  the  office  of  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Election  Commissioners  to 
answer  charges  of  malfeasance,  nonfeasance 
and   misfeasance  in,  his   office. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President, 
simply  to  clarify  the  situation,  this  is  an 
order  directed  only  at  the  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners.  The  other 
commissioners, — McKinney,  Dowling  and  Mrs. 
Quirk — discharge  their  duties  the  way  they 
should  be  discharged,  the  same  as  the  other 
employees  of  the  Election  Department.  In  my 
first  days  of  running  for  public  office  I  found 
that  the  former  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Election  Commissioners  was  a  very  powerful 
boss,  that  he  could  defeat  or  put  a  man  into 
public  office:  and  it  now  seems  that  the  pres- 
ent chairman  of  the  .Election  Commission  is 
indulging  in  the  same  tactics  as  the  previous 
chairman  of  the  Board,  now  deceased.  He 
saw  fit  at  the  la-t  primary  contest  to  go  out 
into  the  local  wards  and  ask  people  to  vote 
for  a  certain  candidate,  intervening  in  one 
of  the  contests.  We  are  n  >w  in  the  contest 
at  the  coming  election,  and  the  chairman  of 
the  Elect  ion  Hoard,  appointed  as  a  Democrat 
is  on  record  as  interfering  and  supporting 
openly  the  candidacy  of  the  Republican  candi- 
date for  the  United  States  Senile.  Just  re- 
cently, at  a  recommit  hearing,  one  of  the  candi- 
dal, s  n<k"<l  tie  "What  are  you  try- 
ing to  do?  Run  roughshod  over  me?"  And 
the  chairman  said.  "Yes."  This  can  be  sub- 
iiialed  by  witnesses  who  were  there.  So 
we  have  there  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Election    Commissioners,    who    admits    that    he 
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rides  roughshod  over  people  having  business 
with  that  department,  the  people  in  Boston 
and  candidates  running  for  various  offices. 
What  chance  have  the  people  to  receive  an 
honest  and  impartial  hearing,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, when  they  appear  before  the 
Elect/ion  Comimissioners  ?  He  has  the  power 
to  appoint  election  officers  in  some  three  hun- 
dred precincts  of  Boston,  and,  instead  of  ob- 
serving an  impartial  attitude,  he  interferes  in 
conltests  that  come  before  the  Board.  The 
voting  list  for  it'he  primaries  was  not  out  the 
Saturday  before  election,  and,  as  nearly  as  I 
can  get  it  from  the  Election  Department,  there 
is  a  question  whether  the  Second  Supple- 
mentary will  be  ready  for  Election  Day.  I  am 
going  to  ask  that  the  Mayor,  when  he  in- 
vestigates the  office  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Election  Commission,  if  he  finds  my  charge 
true,  remove  the  chairman  of  the  department. 
I   hope   the  order   will   pass. 

The  order  was  declared  referred  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to   have  the  order    read   for    information. 

The  order  was  again  read  and  referred  to 
the  Executive  Committee. 


EXTENSION  OF  SUBWAY  FROM 
KENMORE  SQUARE. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  conifer  with  the  members  of  the  Bos- 
ton Transit  Commission  and  the  Trustees  of 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  as  to  the  ad- 
visability of  extending  the  subway  line  from 
Ken.more  square  along  Commonwealth  and 
Brighton  avenues  to  a  point  beyond  the  Cot- 
tage Farm  Bridge,  with  an  exit  in  the 
Brigh'ton-Allston    district. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President, 
shortly  after  taking  office  here  I  conferred  with 
the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated  system, 
asking  for  transportation  facilities  of  street 
car  lines  going  to  and  from  the  Boston- 
Allston  district.  The  trustees  cooperated  with 
me  to  the  fullest  extent  at  that  time.  They 
added  the  Oak  square  carline  to  the  district 
land  have  done  a  splendid  job  in  the  way  of 
district  transportation.  So  this  order  is  in 
no  sense  a  criticism,  of  the  trusitees.  I  do 
feel,  however,  that  this  is  something  that 
might  well  be  done  in  the  interest  of  the  dis- 
trict and  that  it  would  be  the  logical  thing 
to  do.  Possibly  W.  P.  A.  work  might  be 
used  in  connection  with  it.  It  certainly  would 
mean  an  immense  improvement  in  transporta- 
tion facilities  for  the  district.  I  trust  that 
the  Mayor  will  confer  with  the  members  of 
the  Boston  Transit  Commission  and  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Boston  Elevated  as  to  the  ad- 
visability of  carrying  out  the  plan  of  extend- 
ing the  subway  line  from  Kenmore  square 
along  Commonwealth  and  Brighton  avenues  to 
a  point  beyond  the  Cottage  Farm  Bridge,  with 
an  exit  in  the  Brighton-Allston  district.  This 
will  be  a  great  accommodation  to  the  car-riders 
in    that  section. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


CENTRAL    BUS    TERMINAL    IN    BOSTON. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  conifer  with  the  Board  of  Street 
Commisisioners  and  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
conferring  with  local  bus  companies  as  to  the 
possibility  of  constructing  a  central  bus 
terminal   in    Boston. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President, 
the  rapidly  growing  bus  transportation  system, 
handling  over  one  million  passengers  coming 
into  Boston  from  out  of  town,  has  no  adequate 
terminal  facilities  in  Boston.  The  bus  trans- 
portation problem  has  so  tied  up  normal  traffic 
as  to  make  auto  traffic  in  the  Park  square 
area    a    serious    additional    congestion    factor. 


This  transportation  problem  has  reached  such 
proportions  that  the  time  has  come  to  con- 
struct a  bus  terminal  in  Boston.  Such  con- 
struction, if  the  location  were  properly  situ- 
ated, could  remove  this  growth  from  Park 
square  to  some  location  from  which  the  bus 
tide  has  receded  and  where  the  street  lay-out 
would  permit  a  more  expeditious  handling  of 
bus  traffic.  The  all-round  benefits  which  would 
follow  from  this  solution  of  the  bus  problem 
would  do  much  to  modernize  the  business  sec- 
tion of  the  City  of  Boston.  This  is  too  large 
a  business  to  be  conducted  on  scattered  street 
curbs.  This  bus  transportation  business  is 
now  important  enough  to  rate  terminal  facili- 
ties located  and  planned  to  serve  its  needs. 
I  think  that  any  expenditure  made  by  the 
city  would  be  more  than  compensated  by  the  • 
fact  th  it  delinquent  taxes  on  properties  sur- 
rounding the  proposed  bus  area  would  be  paid 
to  the  c.ty  due  to  an  increase  of  business  in 
that  section.  I  trust  that  the  order  will  pass. 
The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the   rule. 


POLICE  SUPERVISION  AT  FOOTBALL 
GAMES. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  Th.it  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
itd.  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
provide  more  adequate  police  supervision  at 
football  games  conducted  on  local  playgrounds, 
and  to  provide,  also,  proper  medical  attendance 
so  that  injuries  requiring  immediate  attention 
may  be  eared   for  at  once. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  for  the 
pa.-;  few  weeks  I  have  been  traveling  around 
with  the  champion  football  team  of  Boston, 
the  Geraghty  AH  Stars  of  the  Park  Depart- 
ment League.  At  these  games  there  has  been 
a  noticeable  lack  of  police  protection  for  the 
patrons,  and  also  there  has  been  no  provision 
for  proper  medical  attendance,  so  that  in- 
juries requiring  immediate  attention  may  be 
cared  for  at  once.  Of  course,  the  football 
players  are  aide  to  take  care  of  themselves 
I  ut  there  is  a  serious  threat  to  those  watching 
the  game,  /particularly  to  young  children,  when 
the  members  of  a  toush  football  squad,  for 
instance,  come  charging  over  the  side  lines. 
Recently  a  child  of  four  was  nearly  crushed  to 
death,  and  there  have  been  many  injuries 
and  narrow  escapes,  which  might  have  ob- 
viated with  proper  police  protection,  and  also 
with  medical  supervision.  At  the  start  of 
the  season  representatives  of  the  Park  De- 
partment were  personally  present,  but  I  don't 
think  they  have  been  following  it  up.  The 
head  of  the  department  has  at  times  been  in 
attendance,  at  a  few  games,  but  I  do  not  see 
proper  pol'eing  or  medical  supervision.  Some- 
body i-s  sure  to  get  hurt  at  almost  any  time. 
thn-ugh  collision  with  the  players.  Yestenlay 
a  ball  player  collided  with  a  person  who  had 
to  be  taken  to  the  City  Hospital,  where  I 
understand  that  he  is  confined  in  one  of  the 
ward-  at  th?  present  time,  with  a  possible 
fracture  of  the  skull.  I  believe  if  the  Park 
Department  will  see  that  those  games  are 
properly  policed,  with  some  medical  attendance 
also,  possible  fatal  accidents  may  be  prevented. 
1    trust    that    the   order   will    pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


RESURFACING   BROADWAY,   SOUTH 
BOSTON. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  with  smooth  pavement. 
BroadHvay,  South  Boston,  from  Dorchester  ave- 
nue to  L  street,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of 
construction. 
Passed   under   suspension  of  the  rule. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.     ENGLERT,     for    the    Committee    on 
Soldiers'    Relief,   submitted    report    recommend- 
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ing   passage   of   order   for   paymient   of   aid    to 
soldiers   and   sailors   and   their   families   in   the 
City   of    Boston    for   the   month    of    October. 
Report  accepted ;  said  order  passed. 


SIDEWALKS,    WARD    15    STREETS. 

Conn.  GOTTLIEB,  for  Coun.  Kelly,  offered 
the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Duncan  street 
(west  slide) ,  from  Greenwich  street  to  Leonard 
street,  Ward  15,  in  front  of  the  estates  border- 
ing thereon  ;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10 
inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from 
5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artifi- 
cial sltone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  1%  of  the  Special  Acts 
of  1917. 

Passed   under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SURFACING  OF  KINEO  STREET. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Comimis- 
sioner  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  haive  Kineo  street  surfajced  and 
sidewalks  constructed,  under  the  Works  Proj- 
ects Administration  plan  of  construction. 
Passed   under    suspension   of   the   rule. 


WARD    20    IMPROVEMENTS. 

'Co-un.  LYONS  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept,  lay  out  and  extend  Metro- 
politan avenue,  from  Washington  street  to 
Roslindale  avenue,    Ward   20. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  bis  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  Salman  street, 
Ward  20,  as  a  public  highway,  under  the 
W.    P.    A.    plan   of   construction. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  Falcon  street, 
Ward  20,  as  a  public  highway,  under  the 
W.    P.    A.    plan   of   construction. 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  automatic  traffic  signals  on  Centre 
street,  Ward  20,  in  front  of  the  Holy  Name 
'Church,    with   a   push-button   d'eviice. 

Severally  passed  under  supemsion  of  the  rule. 


THE    NEXT    MEETING. 

Coun.     ENGLERT     moved     that     when     the 
Council  adjourn   it  be  for  two  weeks. 


Coun.    LINBHAN— Mr.    President,    I   object. 

The  motion  was  declared  carried.  Coun. 
LINEHAN  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the 
yeas    and    nays. 

The  molt'on   was  lost,   yeas   5,  nays   6 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Englert,  Galvin,  Hutchinson, 
Lyons,   Scannell — 5. 

Nays — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Coffey,  Linehan, 
Russo,    M.    H.    Sullivan — 6. 


REPAIR    OF    JOHNSON    MEMORIAL. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
arrange  for  a  thorough  cleaning  of  the  John- 
son Memorial  at  the  entrance  to  the  Fenway 
and  also  to  arrange  for  the  replacement  of  the 
missing  baluster  in  the  balustrade  of  said 
memorial. 
Passed  under   suspension  of  the  rule. 


WEST  FIFTH  STREET,  WARD  7. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following  : 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  reconstruct  West  Fifth  street,  from 
F  to  Dorchester  streets,  Ward  7,  and  install 
artificial  stone  sidewalks  thereon,  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project. 
Passed  under   suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC   LIGHTS,   WARD   8. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
arrange  for  the  installation  of  traffic  signal 
lights  at  the  junction  of  North  and  Brook 
avenues,    Ward   8. 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
arrange  for  the  installation  of  traffic  signal 
lights  at  the  junction  of  Burrell  and  Clifton 
streets.   Ward   8. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  CHASE,  at 
4.24  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  October  21, 
1940,  at  2  p.  m. 


CORRECTION. 

At  the  meeting  of  September  9,  1940,  in 
the  action  on  order  for  "Change  in  M^ethod  of 
Saluting  Flag  by  School  Children,"  page  349 
of  the  minutes,  first  column,  after  the  action 
"Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule."  these 
words   should   be  added:    "Coun.    RUSSO    voted 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,    October   2,1,   1940. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  p.  m., 
President  GALVIN  in  the  chair.  Absent, 
Coun.    Shattuck. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute 
to   the   Flag. 


APPOINTMENT    BY    THE    MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council, 
the  Mayor  submitted  the  following  appoint- 
ment : 

Constable  of  City  of  Boston  for  term  of 
one  year,  beginning  with  first  day  of  May, 
1940,  without  power  to  serve  civil  process  and 
to  serve  without  bond,  vice  Willard  O'Brien, 
resigned :  Stanley  Wollaston,  2511  Lamartine 
street,    Ward    19. 

Laid  over  a   week   under   the  law. 


SIGN    AT    ACCIDENT     ENTRANCE,     CITY 
HOSPITAL. 

The   following  was  received : 

Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  21,  1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Boston  City  Hos- 
pital relative  to  your  order  of  September 
30,  1940,  concerning  the  installation  of  an 
illuminated  sign  at  the  Accident  entrance  of 
the    Boston    City    Hospital. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City   of    Boston, 
Hospital  Department,  October  14,  1940. 
Hon.   Maurice  J.   Tohm, 
Mayor   of   Boston. 
Dear     Mr.    Mayor, — At    a    meeting    of     the 
Board    of    Trustees    held    on    October    11,    the 
following     order     of     the     City     Council     was 
presented : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  arrange  for  the  installation 
of  an  illuminated  sign  at  the  Accident  entrance 
of  the  Boston   City  Hospital." 

The  trustees  voted  to  install  an  illuminated 
sign   at   the  Accident  entrance. 

Respectfully  yours, 
James  W.  Manary,  M.  D., 

Superintendent. 
Placed   on   file. 


USE    OF    SCHOOL    BUILDINGS    FOR    REC- 
REATIONAL    PROGRAM. 
The   following   was   received : 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   October  21,.  1940. 
To   the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  School  Committee  Secretary  relative  to 
your  order  of  August  19,  1940,  concerning  the 
making  of  such  arrangements  for  the  use 
of  public  schools  and  public  buildings,  and 
their  respective  facilities,  as  will  be  suitable 
for  the  accommodation  and  furtherance  of  any 
Recreational  Program  sponsored  by  the  City 
of   Boston. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 


City    of    Boston, 
School  Committee,  October  15,   1940. 
Hon.    Maurice    J.    Tobin, 
Mayor   of   Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — At  a  meeting  of  the  City  Council 
on  August  il9,  the  following  order  was  passed : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Boston  School  Committee 
and  the  Boston  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
make  such  arrangements  for  the  use  of  public 
schools  and  public  buildings,  and  their  respec- 
tive facilities,  as  will  be  suitable  for  the 
accommodation  and  furtherance  of  any  Recrea- 
tional Program  sponsored  by  the  City  of 
Boston." 

The  School  Committee  has  directed  me  to 
inform  the  Council,  through  your  Honor,  that 
it  will  be  glad  to  give  consideration  to  any 
specific  recommendations  that  the  Council  may 
have  to  offer  regarding  extension  of  recrea- 
tional facilities  in  the  schools,  for  the  Com- 
mittee, of  course,  desires  to  cooperate  in 
every   possible   way. 

Last  year  the  Committee  opened  inter- 
mediate gymnasia,  and  in  several  cases  the 
gymnasia  an  the  high  schools,  for  out-of-school 
hours  recreational  activities.  The  Committee 
now  is  endeavoring  to  work  out  plans  with 
the  Park  Department  that  will  permit  of 
more  general  use  of  the  gymnasia  in  the 
schools.  The  Committee  plans  to  continue 
provisions  for  quarters  for  games  and  meet- 
ings of  the  young  people  of  the  section  under 
the  control  of  the  Police  Department. 

Any   recreational   program   sponsored   by   the 
City     of     Boston     will,     of     course,     have     the 
wholehearted  cooperation  of  school  authorities. 
Respectfully   yours, 
Ellen  M.  Cronin,  Secretary. 

Placed   on   file. 


ELEMENTARY     SCHOOL     BUILDINGS, 
WARD    7. 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  21,  1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  School  Committee  Secretary  relative  to 
your  order  of  July  22,  1940,  concerning  the 
construction  of  an  elementary  scbool  building 
at  the  corner  Of  Kemp  street  and  Dorchester 
avenue,  Ward  7,  or  on  any  other  site  in  the 
vicinity  of  Old  Harbor  Village,  South  Boston. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
School  Committee,  October  15,  1940. 
Hon.    Maurice   J.    Tobin, 
Mayor   of   Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — At  a  meeting  of  the  City  Council 
on  July  22,  1940,  the  following  order  was 
passed : 

"Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
arrange  for  the  construction  of  an  elementary 
school  building  at  the  corner  of  Kemp  street 
and  Dorchester  avenue,  Ward  7,  or  on  any  other 
site  in  the  vicinity  of  Old  Harbor  Village, 
South  Boston,  to  take  care  of  the  serious  lack 
of  elementary  schoolrooms  in  this  section  due 
to  the  great  number  of  children  now  residing 
in  Old  Harbor  Village  and  the  many  more 
children  who  will  be  moved  into  the  new  site- 
in  South  Boston  in  the  near  future." 

The  School  Committee  would  respectively 
report  that  it  has  had  in  mind  the  necessity 
for  additional  school  accommodations  in  South 
Boston  to  provide  for  the  increase  in  the 
school  population  that  probably  will  result 
upon  the  completion  of  the  new  housing  sec- 
tion. At  the  present  time  accommodations  are 
sufficient  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  district. 

The  School  Committee  plans  to  make  pro- 
visions in  the  Land  and  Building  Budget  for 
1941  for  the  erection  of  such  additional  accom- 
modations as  a  careful  study  shall  show  will  be 
in  eded. 

Respectfully    yours. 
Ellen  M.  Cronin,  Secretary. 

Placed  on   file. 
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ENLARGING     VOCATIONAL     TRAINING 

CLASSES. 

The  following  was   received: 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   October  21,   9410. 
To    the   City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  School  Committee  Secretary  relative  to  your 
order  of  September  16,  1940,  concerning  the 
enlarging  the  vocational  training  classes  in 
order  that  students  who  have  passed  through 
the  eighth  grade  may  have  an  opportunity  to 
study  any  trade  in  which  they  may  be  in- 
terested. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston. 
School    Committee,    October    14,    1940. 
Hon.   Miauriee  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor    of    Boston. 

Bear  Sir, — At  a  meeting  of  the  City  Council 
on  September  16,  the  following  order  was 
passed : 

"Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
enlarge  their  vocational .  training  classes  in 
order  that  students-  who  have  passed  through 
the  eighth  grade  may  have  an  opportunity  to 
Study  any  trade  in  which  they  (may  be  in- 
terested." 1 

The  School  Committee  respecltifully  reports 
that  every  effort  is  being  made  to  provide  for 
instruction  of  pupils  who  are  seeking  voca- 
tional training.  It  has  not  been  possible  this 
year  to  accommodate  all  who  have  sought  en- 
trance to  trade  courses,  although  the  available 
■facilities  are  being  used  to  maximum  efficiency. 

Where  equipment  is  available,  National  De- 
fense Classes  are  operating,  and  in  one  high 
school  the  shops  are  occupied  through  the  day- 
by-day  school  classes,  'in  the  evening,  three 
nights  a  week  for  night  school  pupils,  and 
through  the  night  for  Defense  Classes.  In  <tfhe 
Vocational  High  and  Opportunity  School, 
machines  now  are  in  use  during  the  morning, 
afternoon    and    evening. 

The  Committee  has  asked  the  Board  of  Ap- 
portionment to  make  a  survey  of  the  schools 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  a  more 
extensive  use  of  the  equipment  is  feasible,  in 
order  to  insure  a  maximum  return  from  all 
available  and  desired  equipment. 

The  School  Committee  -would  assure  the 
'Council  that  it  is  fully  aware  of  the  need  for 
all  possible  opportunities  for  trade  instruction 
and  the  Committee  proposes  to  make  such  ad- 
ditional provision  for  trade  instruction  as  may 
be  possible  in  the  near  future. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Ellen  M.   Cronin,   Secretary. 

Placed    on    file. 


JOSIAH    H.    BENTON    WILL. 

The   following  was   received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  21,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

■Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  President  of  the  Public  Library  relative 
to  your  order  bif  August  19,  1940,  concerning 
the  giving  of  a  report  as  to  whether  any 
proseouitioni,  either  criminal  or  civil,  was  made 
by  them  to  compel  Arthur  F.  Clarke,  executor 
of  the  estate  of  Josiah  H.  Benton,  to  pay  the 
'full  amount  due  the  Board  of  Trustees  under 
the  will  of  Josiah  H.  Benton. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice   J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Library  Department,  October  16,  1940. 
Hon.   Maurice  J.   Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — The  trustees  of  the  Public 
Library  have  given  careful  consideration  to 
the  order  passed  in  the  City  Council  on 
August  27,  19140,  requesting  "a  report  as  to 
whether  any  prosecution,  either  criminal  or 
civil,    was    made   by   them    to   compel   Arthur 


F.  Clarke,  executor  of  the  estate  of  Josiah 
H.  Benltoni,  to  pay  the  full  amount  due  the 
Board  of  Trustees  under  the  will  of  Josiah 
H.    Benton." 

The  Board  has  requested  me  to  state  that 
beyond  the  legal  steps  taken  to  date  no  other 
action  against  Mr.  Clarke  has  been  entered 
upon  by  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  maximum  benefit  to 
be  obtained  for  the  Library  was  found  to  re- 
side  in   acting  along  other  lines. 

In  addition  to  the  trustees  of  the  Public 
Library,  there  were  other  parties  who  had 
claims  against  Mr.  Clarke  or  were  interested 
in  the  same  claim  as  the  Public  Library.  A 
settlement  of  the  claims  required  the  joint 
assent  of  all  claimants.  The  trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  therefore  engaged  in  long  ne- 
gotiations with  all  concerned  in  order  to  ob- 
tain for  the  Library  as  substantial  benefit  as 
possible,  both  for  the  immediate  present  and 
for   the   future. 

The  maximum  advantage  for  all  claimants 
in  general  and  for  the  Library  in  particular 
was  found  to  lie  in  an  arrangement  providing 
for  a  cash  distribution  equivalent  to  the  entire 
amount  of  Mr.  Clarke's  assets,  this  cash  being 
made  available  by  contributions  by  his  son 
who  was  under  no  liability.  Such  payment 
was  accompanied  by  an  agreement  by  Mr. 
Clarke  to  pay  over  proportionate  amounts  of 
any  substantial  property  received  by  him 
thereafter. 

Without  aid  along  the  above  lines  from  Mr. 
Clarke's  son  the  amount  finally  obtainable 
would   have  been  little  or  nothing. 

To  this  arrangement  the  trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  finally  assented  after  having 
before  them  the  assent  of  the  Rector  of  Trinity 
Ohurch  (who  was  also  a  beneficiary),  inde- 
pendently arrived  at,  and  the  settlement  on 
the  same  basis  by  another  claimant  against 
Mr.  Clarke,  also  arrived  at  independently.  In 
doing  so,  the  trustees  acted  according  to  their 
best  judgment  and  upon  advice  obtained  from 
the  office  of  the  Corporation  Counsel  and  from 
other  sources. 

The  arrangement  had  also  the  approval  of 
the  Probate  Court  of  Suffolk  County  and  the 
assent  of  the  Attorney -General  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Respectfully, 
Frank    W.    Buxton,    President. 

Placed    on    file. 


SALE  OF  LAND,  MONUMENT  STREET, 
CHARLESTOWN. 

The    following    was    received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,    October   7,   1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  present  herewith  an  order  for 
the  sale  of  a  certain  parcel  of  land  together 
with  the  building  thereon  situated  on  the 
northwesterly  side  of  Monument  street,  Charles- 
town,  formerly  used  by  the  Fire  Department, 
to  the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  for  the  sum 
of   $20,000. 

This  property  is  no  longer  needed  by  the 
Fire    Department   for    any   purpose. 

This  property  is  within  the  area  now  being 
utilized  by  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  in 
its  development  of  the  Charlestown  housing 
project. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  sale  of  this 
property  at  the  price  of  $20,000  should  be 
made  to  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  with- 
out   public    auction. 

I  recommend  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  is  the  owner 
of  a  certain  parcel  of  land  together  with  the 
building- thereon  situated  on  the  northwesterly 
side  of  Monument  street  in  the  Charlestown 
district  of  the  City  of  Boston.  The  said  parcel 
of  land  hereinafter  described  was  acquired  by 
deed  dated  December  5,  1SS5,  and  recorded 
with   Suffolk  Deeds,   Book   1703.  page  622  ;  and 
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Whereas,  The  said  premises  are  no  longer 
needed    for    public   purposes ;    and 

Whereas,  The  Boston  Housing  Authority  is 
desirous  of  acquiring  the  said  premises  for 
its  Charlestawn  housing  project ;  now,  there- 
fore, it  is  hereby  : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized 
to  sell  at  a  minimum  price  of  twenty  thousand 
(20,000)  dollars,  to  the  Boston  Housing  Au- 
thority the  above-mentioned  and  hereinafter 
described  parcel  of  land  with  the  building 
thereon,  together  with  all  appurtenances  per- 
taining thereto,  aud  to  execute  and  deliver  a 
deed  thereof  satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston.  The  above- 
mentioned  parcel  of  land  is  bounded  and  de- 
scribed  as   follows  : 

Southeasterly  by  Monument  street,  sixty  and 
6-100  (60.06)  feet;  southwesterly  by  a  com- 
mon passageway,  ninety-seven  and  47-100 
(97.47)  feet;  northwesterly  by  land  now  or 
formerly  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority, 
sixty  and  10-0.00  (60.10)  feet;  northeasterly  by 
other  land  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority, 
ninety-one  and  47-!100  (91.47)  feet,  containing 
'5,668  square  feet  of  land,  more  or  less.  The 
above  described  parcel  of  land  is  shown  on  a 
plan  marked  "City  of  Boston,  Monument 
Street,  Oharlestown,  June  25,  1940,  William 
J.  Sullivan,  Chief  Engineer,  Street  Laying- 
Out  Department,"  on  file  in  the  office  of  the 
Chief  Engineer,  Street  Laying-Out  Depart- 
ment,  City   Hall   Annex,   Boston. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFERS    WITHIN    DEPARTMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

The   following   was   received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  21,  1940. 
To  the  Cilty  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  forwarding  requests  for 
transfers  within  and  between  departmental  ap- 
propriations in  the  following  departments  and 
recommend  adoption  of  the  accc*mipanying 
orders   by    your    Honorable    Body : 

Police ;  Superior  Court,  Civil  Session,  Clerk's 
Office ;    Medical     Examiner     Service,     Southern 
Division  ;    Public    Works,    Traffic    Tunnel. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

Ordered,    That    under    authority    of    chapter 
261    of    the    Acts    of    1893    the    City    Auditor 
be,    and    hereby    is,    authorized    to    make    the 
following    transfer    in    the    appropriations    for  • 
Police  Department : 

Prom  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  $5,600,  to  the  appropriation  for  B, 
Contractual   Services,    $5,600. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
2611  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Superior   Court,   Civil  Session,  Clerk's  Office : 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $1,200,  to  the  appropriation  for  C, 
Equipment,   $300 ;   D,   Supplies,   $900. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be,    and   hereby   is,   authorized   to    transfer: 

_  From  the  appropriation  for  Index  Commis- 
sioners, A,  Personal  Service,  $97'5,  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Medical  Examiner  Service, 
Southern   Division,   C,    Equipment,   $975. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriation  for 
Public    Work    Department,    Traffic    Tunnel: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $300,  to  the  appropriation  for  D, 
Supplies,    $300. 

Referred    to    Executive    Committee. 


APPROPRIATION   OF   INCOME   OF   PARK- 
MAN    FUND. 

The  following  was   received: 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  18,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

'Gentlemen,- — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners requesting  the  transfer  of  the  sum 
of  $20,000  from  the  income  of  the  George 
F.  Parkman  Fund  to  the  Maintenance  and  Im- 
provement of  the  Common  and  Parks  in  Ex- 
istence on   January  12,   1887. 

I  submit  herewith  an  appropriation  order 
and  respectfully  recommend  its  passage  by 
your    Honorable    Body. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  October   15,   1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor    of    Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — (By    vote   of    the    Board    of    Park 
Commissioners    you    are    respectfully    asked    to 
request  the  City   Council  to  transfer  from   the 
income   of   the   George   F.    Parkman    Fund   the 
sum   of   $20,000   which  is   now  available,   to   be 
expended   under   the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Park   Commissioners   as   follows : 
Common     and    Parks     in     Existence    on 
January  12,    1887,  Maintenance  and 

Improvement  of $20,000 

When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  for 
the  year  1940,  a  sum  equal  to  the  total  yearly 
income  of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  was 
deducted  from  Item  A-l,  Permanent  Employees, 
with  the  understanding  that  this  deduction 
was  to  be  replaced  by  the  total  yearly  income 
of  said  Parkman  Fund  for  1940,  to  be  trans- 
ferred as  it  accrued  from  time  to  time  during 
the  year  to  the  regular  maintenance  appropria- 
tion  of  the   Park  Department. 

Respectfully    yours, 
William   P.   Long,   Chairman. 

Ordered,    That    the   sum    of   $20,000   be,    and 
hereby     is,     appropriated     from     the     income 
of    the    George    F.    Parkman    Fund,    to   be   ex- 
pended  under   the  direction  of  the  Park   Com- 
missioners, for  the  Maintenance  and  Improve- 
ment of  the   Common  and   Parks   in   Existence 
on   January  12,   T887,  as  follows : 
Common    and     Parks    in     Existence    on 
January  12,    1887,-Maintenance  and 
Improvement  of $20,000 

Referred   to    Executive    Committee. 


RENEWAL  OF  TAX  TITLE  LOAN. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
Emergency  Finance  Board  approving  the  re- 
newal of  so  much  of  $2,000,000  tax  title  loan, 
originally  approved  by  Board  October  25,  1939, 
as   is  outstanding  on   November   6,   1940. 

Placed   on    file. 


EXTENSION     OF    TIME     FOR    ELEVATED 
LOCATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  of  extension  of  time  to 
January  1,  1941,  to  Boston  Elevated  Railway, 
96th  location,  for  laying  of  track. 

Placed   on    file. 


PETITIONS     REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred   to    the    committees    named,    viz.: 

Claims. 

Ethel  Allen,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  caused  by  alleged  defect  of  wire  fence 
on    Boston   Common. 

Frances  Bleaden,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  caused  by  alleged  defect  on 
sidewalk    at    147A    Harvard    street.    Dorchester. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


Mrs.  Charles  D.  Burnes,  for  compensation 
Ifor  personal  injuries  caused  by  (paper  recep- 
tacle on  curbing  at  corner  of  Washington 
and   Summer  streets. 

Elizabeth  C.  Hurley,  for  compensation  for 
liersonal  injuries  due  to  alleged  defect  on  side- 
walk on   Ashmont  street,  near  Adams  street. 

H.  A.  Leonard,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to   car  by   city  wagon. 

William  J.  McCarthy,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of  duty. 

Mrs.  Margaret  MacLean,  for  compensation 
for  personal  injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  de- 
fect  on    Allen   street. 

Richard  Piocordica,  for  compensation  for 
d'amage  to  vehicle  and  merchandise  by  city 
trulok. 

Louis  Ricci,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  wagon. 


SIDEWALK    CONSTRUCTION. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Port  Norfolk 
street,  in  front  of  Nos.  2,  16,  17,  20,  34  and  65, 
Ward  16,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon ;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10 
inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from 
5  to  12.  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  arti- 
ficial stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts 
of    1917. 

Passed   under   suspension  of  the   rule. 


PLAYGROUND,     CHESTNUT     HILL 
AVENUE. 

Coun.  WARD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  take  such  action  as  may  be 
necessary  to  provide  for  the  use  of  a  portion 
of  the  city  property  now  held  by  the  Public 
Works  Department  on  Chestnut  Hill  avenue 
for    playground    purposes. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


USE    OF   HOSPITAL   INCOME. 

Coun.  WARD  offered  the  following 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  confer  with  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner relative  to  the  advisability  of  using 
the  money  paid  to  the  hospital  for  treatment 
of  patients  for  the  maintenance  of  the  hos- 
pital instead  of  placing  same  in  the  Sinking 
Fund. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE     OF     ELMWOOD      STREET, 
WARD    9. 

Court.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  Elmwood 
street,  Ward  9,  from  King  street  to  Linden 
Park   street. 

Passed   under   suspension   of  the  rule. 


ELEVATOR  SERVICE,  SAVIN  STREET 
HEALTH  UNIT. 

Coun.    TAYLOR    offered    the   following: 
Ordered,   That   the   Health    Commissdoner   be 
requested,     through     his     Honor     the     Mayor, 
to  resume  elevator  service  at  the  Savin  Street 
Health  Unit. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  some  time 
ago  I  put  in  a  similar  order.  At  the  Savin 
Street   Health   Unit   there  is   an   elevator   that 


does  not  require  the  services  of  an  operator, 
but  that  has  been  operated  automatically  by 
those  using  it.  Mv  attention  has  been  directed 
to  many  cases  of  hardship  as  a  result  of  lack 
of  elevator  service  at  that  unit.  Elderly  or 
siick  people  or  young  women  with  babies  in 
their  arms  must  climb  up  several  flights  of 
stairs,  as  a  result  of  which  many  people 
suffer  severely.  The  amount  to  be  expended 
for  resumption  of  elevator  service  would  be 
very  small,  and  I  think  this  service  should  be 
resumed. 

The   order   was   passed   under   suspension   of 
the  rule. 


STATUS  OF  YOUNG'S  HOTEL. 

Coun.    TAYLOR   offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
report  to  the  City  Council  the  exact  status 
of  Young's  Hotel  at  the  present  time. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — Mr.  President,  I  have 
observed  of  late  in  walking  through  City 
Hall  avenue  that  Young's  Hotel  is  now  being 
torn  down.  I  was  under  the  impression  that 
that  property  was  now  in  the  Land  Court, 
that  the  city  would  naturally  take  it  over 
for  unpaid  taxes  which  have  been  going  on, 
I  understand,  for  over  nine  years.  I  am  also 
informed  that  there  is  over  $100,000  in  un- 
paid taxes  on  the  property  due  to  the  City 
of  Boston.  That  is  why  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
understand  the  situation.  I  have  under- 
stood that  it  would  be  merely  a  matter  of  weeks 
before  the  city  acquired  title  to  the  property, 
which  I  believe  is  in  the  Land  Court  for  pur- 
poses of  foreclosure.  I  think  it  has  been  quite 
apparent  to  all  of  us  that  the  building  might 
well  be  used  for  occupancy  by  city  depart- 
ments or  in  other  ways  that  would  be  bene- 
ficial to  the  city.  So  I,  and  I  think  many 
others,  would  like  to  know  what  the  status  of 
the  hotel  is  ait  the  present  time,  whether  the 
Law  Department  or  the  Assessing  Department 
have  entered  into  any  agreement  as  to  what 
will  be  done  in  the  matter  of  recovering 
back  taxes.  I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me  see 
why  the  property  should  be  torn  down  unless 
some  agreement  has  been  entered  into.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  the  order  will  be  passed,  and 
that  the  Corporation  Counsel  will  be  requestd, 
through  the  Mayor,  to  report  to  the  City 
Council  the  exact  status  of  the  Young's  Hotel 
property   at  the  present  time. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


RECESS. 

President  GALVIN  at  2.40  p.  m.,  declared  a 
recess.  The  members  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
President   GALVIN   at  4.03   p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE     COMMITTEE     REPORTS. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(ref erred  today)  for  appropriation  of  §20,000 
from  income  of  George  F.  Parkman  Fund — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  transfers  within  depart- 
mental appropriations — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Reports  accepted ;  orders  severally  passed, 
yeas   19,   nays   0. 

3.  Report  on  order  (referred  October  14) 
re  method  of  pledging  allegiance  to  flag —  that 
same  ought  not  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution  pre- 
sented on  October  14  by  Coun.  Russo. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President  and  members 
of  the  City  Council,  as  we  have  read  in  the 
newspapers  the  Boston  School  Committee  and 
the  Superintendent  of  Schools  have  unani- 
mously rejected   the  order  that  was  presented 


OCTOBER    21,    1940. 


379 


in  this  Council  for  the  School  Committee  to 
change  the  form  of  the  school  pledge  of 
allegiance  to  the  flag.  I  am  Still  continuing 
to  press  this  matter,  as  I  feel  that  we  look 
ridiculous  in  saluting  the  flag  in  a  militaristic 
manner,  at  the  same  time  using  words  out  of 
our  mouths  ;  because  I  am  convinced  that  When 
any  person  stands  at  attention,  saluting  the 
flag  in  the  militaristic  form,  that  form  calls 
(for  absolute  silence.  That  is  one  reason  why 
this  City  Council  should  go  back  to  the  former 
practice  of  saluting  the  flag,  declaring  our 
allegiance  by  extending  our  right  hand,  be- 
cause as  I  have  said  miany  times,  when 
we  extend  our  right  hand  to  the  flag,  each 
of  us  as  an  individual  is  doing  so  as  a  symbol 
of  our  love,  affection  and  admiration,  em- 
phasized by  the  extension  of  our  hand.  That 
is  Why  I  feel  that  this  Council  should  go 
back  to  that  practice,  extending  the  right 
hand  as  we  point  to  the  flag  and  swearing 
our  allegiance  to  the  flag.  They  talk  about 
tlhe  similarity  to  the  Nazi  salute.  I  say  that 
there  is  no  similarity,  because  I  know  when 
I  went  to  school  and  we  were  asked  to  pledge 
our  allegiance  to  our  flag  we  extended  our 
hand  toward  the  flag  with  the  palm  up.  That 
has  been  a  practice  of  long  standing  in  our 
schools,  and  there  is  no  suggestion  of  the 
Nazi  salute  in  that  observance  and  our  pledge 
of  allegiance.  When  some  claim  that  there 
is  a  similarity  between  the  Nazi  salute'  and 
our  (pledge  of  allegiance,  have  we  got  to 
change  everything  that  we  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  doing  because  the  people  of  some 
nation  are  doing  something  that  appears  to 
be  similar  ?  Do  we  on  that  account  have  to 
change  what  America  .has  done  for  many 
years?  If  tomorrow  some  nation  or  group 
of  nations  sees  fit  to  adopt  in  part  or  in 
whole  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
are  we  Americans  going  to  give  up  or  change 
that  Constitution  simply  because  other  nations 
may  see  fit  to  follow  in  our  footsteps  in  that 
respect?  I  say,  let  us  be  men.  If  we  have 
made  a  mistake  in  the  change  of  method  of 
saluting  the  flag,  let  us  go  back  to  the  method 
we  previously  pursued.  Let  us  not  make 
ourselves  ridiculous,  because  I  feel  that  it  is 
ridiculous  for  us  to  stand  at  attention  and 
salute  our  flag  in  a  militaristic  manner,  ut- 
tering words.  Those  words  do  not  go  with 
the  militaristic  salute.  We  have  here  on  the 
dime  of  the  United  States  the  emblem  of 
Fascism.  Fascism  means  unity,  and  that 
emblem  means  that  the  United  States  is 
united.  Are  we  going  to  change  our  form  of 
government,  are  we  going  to  remove  that 
symbol  of  unity,  because  some  government  in 
the  old  world  has  seen  fit  "to  recognize  the 
same  symbol  as  the  symbol  of  Fascism,  de- 
noting unity?  Let  us  be  Americans,  and  let 
us  not  change  our  ways  simply  because  some 
nation  or  group  of  nations  adopts  a  symbol 
similar  to  ours.  I  feel  that  we  Americans 
can  stand  on  our  own.  We  have  in  the  past, 
and  we  can  in  the  future.  We  will  go  on 
as  we  always  have,  and  I  hope  that  God  will 
give  us  the  same  wisdom  and  the  same 
strength  to  go  on  progressing.  That  is  the 
reason  why  I  ask  you,  members  of  the  City 
Council,  to  pass  this  resolution  I  have  offered, 
going  back  to  our  custom  of  extending  our 
right  hand  toward  our  flag,  as  our  children 
are  doing  and  have  done  and  have  long  done 
in  our  schools,  pledging  the  allegiance  of  our 
minds  and  hearts  to  that  flag  to  which  we 
point,  as  Americans,  regardless  of  where  our 
forefathers  came  from.  That  is  the  reason 
why  I  slay  to  you,  fellow  members,  let  us 
extend  our  right  hand  to  our  flag,  as  the 
symbol  of  free  America,  showing  that  we  are 
not  ashamed  of  our  flag  and  that  we  are  not 
ashamed  to  p'oint  to  it  with  reverence  and 
affection. 

'Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  this  pledge 
of  allegiance  to  our  flag  is  something  that  has 
been  bulilt  up  on  tradition.  I  heartily  agree 
with  the  councilor  from  Ward  3  (Coun. 
Russb)  that  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  for 
making  a  change  in  the  pledge  of  allegiance, 
as  it  has  been  observed  in  the  schools  and  as 
we  previously  observed  it  in  the  proceedings 
of  this  Body.  The  observance  of  the  allegiance, 
as  I    was    taught   in  school,   was   to   extend   the 


arm  and  the  hand,  with  the  palm  upward, 
accomipanied  with  the  words,  "I  pledge  my 
allegiance  to  the  flag  and  to  the  Republic  for 
Which  it  stands,  one  nation,  indivisible,  with 
■liberty  and  justice  for  all."  No  finer  words 
can  be  uttered,  words  coming  from  the  heart 
more  sincerely,  than  those  words  that  in 
school  we  were  taught  to  use.  If  we  are  go- 
ing to  begin  now  to  change  the  pledge  of 
allegiance,  it  may  finally  result  in  changing 
the  flag  itself.  Therefore,  I,  for  one,  go  along 
with  the  councilor  from  Ward  3,  in  believing 
that  we  should  carry  on  the  form  of  al- 
legiance to  the  flag  that  has  been  observed 
for  generations.  It  has  been  a  good  custom 
for  generations,  it  is  a  good  custom  now,  and 
I  hope  that  we  will  continue  the  old  pledge, 
that  it  will  stand  as  long  .as  the  country 
stands. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— nMr.  President,  I  was  al- 
ways under  the  impression  that  members  of 
the  Boston  City  Council  were  patriotic,  any- 
way, and  that  they  did  not  need  to  support 
their  patriotic  feelings  by  saluting  the  flag 
or  making  a  pledge  of  allegiance,  as  the  City 
Council  is  now  doing.  However,  since  the 
Council  saw  fit  to  adopt  the  previous  pledge 
of  allegiance  and  also  to  change  to  the  pres- 
ent salulting  of  the  flag,  of  course,  we  all  go 
along,  but  I  believe  personally  that  it  merely 
expresses  what  is  already  in  our  hearts.  The 
gentleman  sees  a  great  victory  in  the  fact 
that  the  School  Committee  have  seen  fit  to 
keep  the  old  form  of  pledge  of  allegiance  and 
one  editorial  writer  recently  in  a  Boston  news- 
paper expressed  the  opinion  that  the  old  form 
of  pledging  allegiance  is  the  best.  Neverthe- 
less, it  is  contrary  to  the  custom  in  other 
great  communities  of  the  country,  and  many 
other  school  committees  have  changed  that 
form.  Does  that  mean  that  they  are  losing 
their  patriotism  and  their  feeling  for  the 
flag,  or  does  it  mean  that  they  don't  want 
to  be  put  in  the  same  category  with  their 
form  of  salute,  as  a  certain  nation  across 
the  sea,  who  have  a  government  that  does 
not  hesitate  to  shoot  down  women  and  children 
and  to  destroy  what  many  hold  dear?  I  say 
that  our  children  are  best  taught  when  they 
are  young,  and  during  that  period  is  the  time 
when  they  form  habits,  and  are  taught  to 
revere  their  flag  and  their  government.  lit 
may  be  that  the  form  of  expressing  allegiance, 
as  we  have  previously  seen  it  here  and  as 
it  is  carried  on  in  the  School  Committee  and 
in  many  of  the  communities  throughout  the 
United  S'taltes,  is  similar  to  the  form  that  is 
now  encouraged  by  a  foreign  government  of 
which  we  do  not  approve.  But  we  are  not 
changing  our  form  of  government.  I  feel 
personally  that  the  gesture  that  is  good  enough 
for  our  soldiers  is  good  enough  for  us.  We 
can  very  properly,  I  believe,  salute  in  the 
miilitarisltic  form  that  has  been  recognized  for 
generations  for  our  soldiers  and  by  others. 
I  feel,  therefore  that  the  only  thing  for  us 
to  do  is  to  let  the  matter  stand  as  it  now 
stands,  continuing  in  the  same  way  in  which 
we  started  the  meeting  this  afternoon. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  when  I  was 
a  young  fellow  in  school,  I  also  was  taught  to 
salute  the  flag  with  the  pointed  hand  and 
the  upturned  palm.  But  when  I  went  into 
the  service,  for  twenty-two  months  I  saluted 
the  flag  in  the  military  manner.  This  Body 
is  now  saluting  the  flag  in  that  manner,  and 
I   see   no   necessity    for   a   change. 

Coun.  RUSSO^Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  in- 
form the  councilor  from  Ward  12  (Coun. 
Taylor)  that  I  am  not  a  publicity  seeker,  when 
he  says  that  I  feel  that  I  have  had  a  great 
victory  just  because  the  Boston  School  Com- 
mittee saw  fit  to  disregard  the  order  passed 
by  the  BoSiton  City  Council.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  1  (Coun.  Coffey)  feels  that  he  is 
now  doing  the  proper  thing  in  saluting  the 
flag  in  a  militaristic  manner,  and  he  thinks 
it  is  all  riph  to  so  salute  our  flag.  I  want  to 
say  now  that  I  am  not  opposed  to  saluting 
the  flag  in  the  militaristic  way  that  he  learned 
in  the  service,  but  I  Wish  to  remind  him 
that  when  he  stood  at  attention  in  the  service, 
saluting  the  flag,  he  did  not  utter  any  words, 
land  if  he  did  so  and  it  was  noticed,  he  was 
reprimanded    by    his    superior    officer.      And    I 
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do  say  that  there  is  some  difference  between 
saluting  the  flag  and  pledging  allegiance  to 
our  flag.  When  the  flag  is  saluted  in  a 
militaristic  way,  no  words  are  used,  but  when 
we  are  pledging  allegiance  to  the  flag,  that  is 
quite  another  thing.  That  is  what  we  were 
taught  in  our  schools.  Don't  let  your  minds 
become  confused.  When  we  salute  the  flag 
as  we  have  been  accustomed  to  do  here  in 
the  past,  accompanied  by  words,  we  are 
pledging  our  allegiance.  If  we  salute  in  a 
militaristic  manner,  let  us  do  so  in  that  man- 
ner, simply  saluting  the  flag  and  using  no 
words.  In  the  militaristic  salute  to  the  flag, 
there  is  no  pledge  of  allegiance  to  the  flag. 
I  say  that  we  should  pledge  allegiance  to  the 
flag,  and  in  doing  so,  let  us  extend  our  right 
hand,  painting  to  our  flag,  palm  upwards, 
pledging  allegiance  to  it  because  it  is  our  flag. 

The  resolution  was  rejected  on  a  roll  call, 
yeas   4,    nays    14 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Russo,  D.  F.  Sullivan, 
Wiiekes — 4. 

Nays — iCoun.  Coffey,  Englert,  Fish,  Goode, 
Gottlieb,  Hurley,  Hutchinson,  Kelly,  Linehan, 
Lyons,  Scannell,  M.  H.  Sullivan,  Taylor,  Ward 
- — -14. 


REPORT   OF    COMMITTEE    ON    LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
submitted  reports  recommending  that  leave  be 
granted  on  petitions  for  driveway  open- 
ings, viz. : 

New  England  Greyhound  Lines  (referred 
September    9)    at    East    Second   street. 

Charles  town  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank  (re- 
ferred September  9)  at  Beacon  and  Mountfort 
streets. 

Simon  Keller  (referred  September  9)  at 
Hyde  Park  avenue. 

Patrick  J.  Brophy  (referred  September  80), 
Adams   street,   Dorchester. 

Socony  Vacuum  Oil  Company  (referred 
October  14),  at  Parsons  and  North  Beacon 
streets. 

Reports  accepted ;  leave  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 


FLOATING  POLLING  PLACE. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Election  Com- 
missioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  provide  a  floating  polling  place  on 
Election  Day  for  the  purpose  of  caring  for 
Boston  residents  who  are  now  doing  military 
service  on  the  islands  in  Boston  Harbor. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
am  motivated  in  introducing  this  order  by  the 
fact  that  young  men  now  on  military  service 
on  the  islands  of  Boston  Harbor  may  be  pre- 
vented from  casting  their  votes  on  Election 
Day  unless  some  such  action  is  taken.  Ac- 
cording to  the  law,  there  can  be  no  absentee 
voting  unless  the  voters  are  one  town  re- 
moved from  the  town  in  which  the  votes  are 
cast.  That,  of  course,  is  not  the  situation  on 
the  islands  of  Boston  Harbor.  Those  on  those 
islands  cannot  vote  unless  the  opportunity  is 
offered  to  them  to  cast  their  ballots  some 
other  way.  A  large  number  of  men  coming 
from  the  city  are  now  on  those  islands,  doing 
military  service,  and  certainly  some  way  should 
be  provided  for  them  to  register  votes.  The 
object  of  my  order  is  to  provide  such  a 
means.  I  have  visited  the  Election  Commis- 
sioners and  have  found  that  a  number  have 
requested  absentee  ballots,  but  of  course, 
absentee  ballotting  does  not  cover  that  situa- 
tion where  they  would  normally  vote  in  the 
City  of  Boston.  From  Fort  Warren  thirty- 
wf5  ^Ppll.e.a*ions.  have  been  received;  from 
£orit  Stanaish,  six  applications;  from  Fort 
fr^n     °"r%   f^om    Fort    Revere,    two;    and 

foZ  i£h?  ^"V^r-    ^^  is  a  to^l  «* 

from    tu  t  mKD    Whr°T  haVe    appl,ied    for    baUo'ts, 
n*£Vje.uharb0r-      Unless   some   opportunity   is 

voCon  fc  to  ^  ^^  wiU  be  ™*Me  to 
vote  on  Election  Day.     I  think,  therefore,  that 


an  arrangement  might  be  made  for  a  floating 
polling  place  to  care  for  Boston  residents 
now  doing  military  service  on  the  islands  in 
Boston  Harbor  either  through  the  Police  or  the 
Institutions  Departments.  I  think  either  of 
those  departments  would  be  very  happy 
to  provide  such  facilities  for  Election  Day, 
so  as  to  give  these  young  men  an  opportunity 
to  vote  on  this  next  important  Election  Day. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  I  have 
always  understood  that  on  Election  Day  and 
on  the  primary  days  those  on  Long  Island 
and  the  other  islands  of  Boston  Harbor  are 
given  an  opportunity  to  get  out  and  vote,  and 
I  believe  many  of  these  people  are  registered 
from  Ward  1  in  Boston.  It  seems  to  me 
there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  having  them 
taken  up  here  on  the  police  boat,  bo  as  to 
impose  no  more  expense  than  is  necessary  on 
the  help   of  the  Election  Department. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  I  am  in 
entire  accord  with  the  purpose  behind  the 
order  offered  by  the  gentleman,  but  I  think 
it  might  be  well  to  first  get  an  opinion  from 
the  Corporation  Counsel  before  we  pass  the 
order.  I  suggest,  therefore,  that  it  be  laid 
on  the  table  for  a  week.  That  would  give  the 
Corporation  Counsel  time  to  render  an  opinion 
on   the  legality  or  illegality  of  the  order. 

President  GALVIN — It  is  really  a  request 
for   information. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— I  might  stress  the 
fact  that,  as  this  concerns  men  in  the  army, 
it  might  be  a  matter  of  obtaining  leave  of 
absence,  so  that  we  could  get  out  and  vote. 
However,  I  think  there  is  no  harm  in  passing 
the    order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the   rule. 


CONFIRMATION     OF     CONSTABLE. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  LINEHAN,  the  Council 
took  up,  under  unfinished  business,  No.  2  on 
the    calendar,    viz. : 

2.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  October  14,  1940,  of  Francis  T.  Han- 
non,  to  be  a  Constable  without  power  to  serve 
civil  process  and  to  serve  without  bond,  vice 
Edward   B.   O'Neal,  resigned. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Lyons  and  Chase.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  19  ;  yes  17.  no  2.  and  the  appoint- 
ment  was   confirmed. 


MUNICIPAL    PARKING    SPACES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  and  LYONS  offered  the 
following  : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested, in  conjunction  with  his  Traffic  Com- 
mission, to  consider  the  advisability  of  estab- 
lishing municipal  parking  spaces  in  the 
suburbs  of  the  city  adjacent  to  the  rapid 
transit  system  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Rail- 
way   Company. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  we  all 
know  that  our  traffic  situation  in  Boston  has 
become  very  serious,  and  I  am  merely  pTe- 
^mtinS  tnis  order  asking  the  Mayor  with  the 
Iraffic  Commission  to  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  establsihing  municipal  parking 
spaces  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city  adjacent  to 
the  rapid  transit  system  of  the  Elevated,  with 
the  handling  of  that  serious  situation  in  view, 
the  idea  is  simply  to  do  something  which  will 
help  relieve  traffic  conditions  in  Boston.  My 
idea  in  connection  with  these  proposed  munici- 
pal parking  spaces  is  that  we  have  vacant 
and  here  and  about  the  outskirts  of  Boston, 
land  that  m  many  cases  is  used  simply  for 
dumps,  and  that  it  might  be  possible  to  provide 
parking  spaces,  charging  a  nominal  amount 
for  each  parker,  say  25  cents.  The  matter 
can  then  be  taken  up  with  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway,  so  that  it  will  give  to  the  customer 
at  that  parking  space  a  street  railway  ticket 
to  and  from  the  parking  space,  say  for  14 
cents,  which  would  leave  11  cents  to  maintain 
the    parkmg   space.      That    would    help    traffic 
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conditions  in  Boston  and  would  also  help  to 
reduce  the  deficit  of  the  Boston  Elevated, 
besides  helping  people  to  get  in  and  out  of 
town  conveniently.  I  think  the  suggestion  is 
a  good  one,  and  I  hope  the  Council  will  pass 
the  order,  and  that  in  the  very  near  future 
we  will  have  a  report  upon  it  from  the 
Mayor  and  the  Traffic  Commissioner.  I  be- 
lieve in  th{s  way  the  traffic  situation  in  Boston 
might  be  solved. 

Cc-un.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  am  ap- 
posed to  this  order.  I  think  a  fee  of  25  cents 
is  too  large.  To  have  tickets  coming  in  and 
going  out,  for  7  cents',  would  also,  I  believe, 
mean  favoritism  and  would  lead  to  confusion. 
I  think  it  would  not  be  a  logical  or  practical 
thing  to   do. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  we  now 
have  places  that  charge  25  cents  to  park  your 
car  all  day,  and,  in  addition,  you  have  to  pay 
the  fare  back  and  forth,  in  town  and  out, 
on  the  Elevated  lines.  To  have  a  ticket  charge 
of  7  cents  in  and  7  cents  out,  leaving  11  cents 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  parking  space, 
would  make  the  parking  space  self-supporting, 
and  there  would  be  no  expense  to  the  City  of 
Boston. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  councilor  from  Ward  6  (Coun. 
Scannell)  to  answer  this  question.  Do  you 
intend,  -  in  other  words,  that  residents  outside 
of  Boston  will  pay  a  10-cent  fare? 

Coun.  SCANNIELL— I  believe,  Mr.  President, 
that  if  people  living  out  in  West  Boxbury  and 
Hyde  Park  and  Dorchester  could  park  their 
cars  in  this  wav,  not  going  outside  of  the  city 
limits,  it  would  be  a  great  help  to  the  traffic 
problem  that  we  are  spending  bo  much  money 
to    handle. 

Coun.  FISH — On  most  grounds  I  would 
oppose  the  order,  but  I  think  it  might  be  a 
grand  thing,  provided  they  pay  a  ten-cent 
fare. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President,  this  might 
not  be  an  exorbitant  fee  to  charge  the  resi- 
dents of  Ashmont,  Hyde  Park  and  West  Rox- 
bury,  but  if  they  were  to  come  in  and  go  out 
for  a  7-cent  fare,  where  the  people  of  my 
district  are  paying  a  10-cent  fare,  I  don't 
think   that   would   be  right. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  I  would 
also  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
this  Question.  Do  you  intend,  by  this  order, 
to  hurt  our  people  who  own  parking  spaces 
here?  Are  vou  intending  to  take  away 
revenue  from  them? 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the    rule. 


FLOODING  OF  PLAYGROUNDS,  WARD  3. 
Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
make  definite  plans  for  the  flooding  of  aU 
playgrounds  in  the  Ward  3  district  and  par- 
ticularly the  tennis  courts  located  on  the 
Esplanade. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  have  in- 
troduced this  order  alt  this  time  because  I 
have  noticed  in  the  past  that  the  children  of 
my  district  have  been  deprived  of  skating 
facilities  enjoyed  by  children  in  other  parts 
of  the  cdty.  Of  course,  at  the  Esplanade  we 
have  the  Charles  river  which  at  times  is 
frozen.  At  the  same  time,  there  is  too  much 
risk  to  our  boys  and  girls  to  skate  on  Charles 
river,  where  they  might  perhaps  lose  their 
lives.  That  is  why  I  have  here  suggested  the 
flooding  of  playgrounds  and  tennis  courts, 
particularly  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Esplanade,  so  as  to  give  our  children  a  chance 
to   enjoy   themselves    in    this   sport.. 

The  order   was   passed    under   suspension    of 

the  rule. 


NOTIFICATION     TO     COUNCIL    MEMBERS 
OF    HEARINGS. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Appeal  and 
Zoning  Board  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  notify  members  of  the  City 
Council  personally  by  mail  when  hearings  are 
arranged  with  reference  to  matters  affecting 
their  respective   wards. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  my  reason 
for  introducing  this  order  is  that  members 
of  the  City  Council  may  be  notified  personally 
by  mail  of  hearings  before  the  Board  of  Appeal 
and  the  Zoning  Board,  on  matters  affecting 
their  respective  wards.  I  believe  an  order  of 
this  kind  was  introduced  a  year  ago,  but 
to  my  amazement  today,  when  I  went  up  to 
the  Board  of  Appeal  in  regard  to  another 
matter,  I  found  that  there  is  a  matter  com- 
ing up  concerning  my  ward  tomorrow,  and 
I  had  not  been  notified.  I  suppose  perhaps 
the  notice  had  been  sent  down  to  tihe  Clerk 
of  Committees,  but  dt  was  mislaid  or  lost  in 
some  way  and  I  did  not  receive  it.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  the  clerks  of  the  Board  of 
Appeal  and  the  Zoning  Board  will  send  a 
personal  notice  to  members  of  the  Council  by 
mail  of  matters  which  are  coming  up  and 
which  affect  their  districts.  I  know  that  in 
the  case  I  refer  to,  concerning  my  ward,  if  I 
did  not  appear  at  the  hearing,  people  would 
feel  that  I  was  not  interested,  did  not  have  the 
welfare  of  the  ward  at  heart,  or  that  for  some 
other  reason  I  did  not  care  to  be  there. 
That  is  the  reason  why  I  offer  this  order.  I 
trust  that  these  Boards  will  notify  members 
of  the  Council  personally  in  regard  to  matters 
affecting  their  districts,  so  that  they  will  have 
a  chance  to  appear. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  I  heartily 
agree  witih  the  order.  The  cost  of  carrying  it 
out  would,  of  course,  be  negligible.  It  is  a 
good  order,  and  I  trust  that  it  will  be  passed, 
and  that  its  purpose  will  be  carried  out.  I 
heartily    agree    with    Councilor    Kelly. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  think  a  sim- 
ilar order  was  passed  a  year  ago.  Do  you 
know   what   became  of   it? 

President  GALVIN — The  order  was  passed 
and  was  sent  to  the  heads  of  the  departments. 

Coun.   FISH — And  was  attention  paid  to  it? 

President  GALVIN — They  send  notices,  1 
presume,   to  the  Clerk  of   Committees. 

Coun.  FISH — I  think  it  would  be  sufficient 
if  notice  were  sent  to  the  Clerk  of  Committees, 
and  I  think  it  would  devolve  on  him  to  notify 
the    councilor. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  agree,  of  course,  that 
sending  such  notice  would  usually  be  sufficient. 
But,  if  the  clerk  is  out  sick,  or  is  perhaps  away 
for  a  week  or  ten  days,  and  notice  of  a  hear- 
ing does  not  reach  a  councilor,  it  is  pretty 
hard  to  convince  citizens  in  our  wards  that 
we  did  not  receive  the  notice  because  the 
clerk  happened  to  be  sick.  I  feel  that  if  notice 
is  sent  directly  to  the  various  councilors  in 
City  Hall,  there  will  he  no  reason  in  the 
world  whv  we  would  not  receive  the  notice, 
and  we  will  then  be  able  to  appear  person- 
ally at  any   hearings. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the    rule. 


PRIVATE    BUS    LINE    TO    BOSTON 
AIRPORT. 

Coun,  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  approve  a  permit  for  a  private  bus 
line  to  operate  from  Maverick  Station,  along 
Maverick  street,  to  the  Boston  Airport  and  re- 
turn  over   the  same  route. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  it  may 
seem  odd  for  me  to  introduce  an  order  favoring 
a  permit  to  a  private  bus  line  to  go,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Elevated  line,  from  Maverick  Sta- 
tion along  Maverick  street  to  the  Boston 
Airport  and  return.  A  short  time  ago  the 
Boston     Elevated     petitioned    the    Body    for    a 
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bus  line  to  run  along  from  Maverick  Station 
to  Sumner  street  and  over  a  road  that  had 
been  operated  bv  a  street  car  line  for  over 
sixty  years.  At  the  meeting  we  had  last 
Friday  we  had  two  groups,  one  against  the 
bus  line  and  one  for  it,  providing  the  car  line 
remained  in  service.  This  may  seem  a 
trifle  odd  of  the  people  of  East  Boston,  to 
ask  for  two  services,  but  I  think  I  can  explain 
to  the  members  why  we  are  entitled,  particu- 
larly in  the  vicinity  of  Jeffries  Point,  to  two 
different  services.  The  car  line  now  operating 
is  operating  at  an  expense,  according  to  Mr. 
Dana,  of  between  $3,000  and  $4,000.  The 
Elevated  wants  to  run  a  bus  line  in  that 
section,  and  on  the  way  back  from  the  Air- 
port to  Maverick  Station.  But  you  would 
have  there  the  difficulty  of  connecting  with 
the  tunnel.  If  the  street  car  line  is  taken 
out,  everybody  from  the  Jeffries  Point  section 
would  have  to  walk  up  four  long  flights  of 
stairs  to  get  the  bus  at  Maverick  Station.  That 
is  the  reason  why  I  introduced  the  order. 
While  I  don't  know  whether  the  Mayor  will 
approve  of  it,  I  do  believe  that  the  people 
there  are  entitled  not  only  to  the  street  car 
line  but  to  this  additional  bus  service,  for  this 
reason.  There  are  fullv  ten  thousand  more 
people  living  on  the  Jeffries  Point  line  than 
there  were  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago.  That 
line  has  been  greatly  built  up,  and  these 
people  are  entitled  to  more  transportation.  A 
bus  line  to  the  Airport  and  back  would  be  a 
paying  proposition,  and  that  with  the  line 
which  the  Elevated  is  running  at  an  expense 
of  about  $3,000  or  $4,000  a  year  would  give 
the  people  of  East  Boston  service  that  they  are 
entitled  to.  At  the  present  time  they  pay  10 
cents  for  the  shortest  ride  on  the  eystem,  less 
than  a  mile,  and  going  to  the  Jeffries  Point 
section  the  longest  distance  is  probably  a 
quarter  of  a  mile.  The  people  there  don't 
want  to  lose  the  service  they  have  had  for 
years,  and  thev  also  greatly  need  this  addi- 
tional service.  As  I  say,  it  was  brought  out 
at  Friday's  hearing  also  that  people  would  be 
put  to  the  great  inconvenience,  sometimes 
women  with  children  and  elderly  people,  of 
walking  up  four  long  flights  of  stairs.  1 
ask.  therefore,  that  this  order  go  through, 
trusting  that  the  Elevated  will  continue  the 
service  that  has  been  given  to  the  Jeffries 
Point  people,  but  also  that  this  proposed 
private  bus  line  may  be  given  a  permit  to 
operate  from  Maverick  Station  along  Mav- 
erick street  to  the  Boston  Airport  and  return 
over  the  same  route. 

The   order    was    passed    under   suspension    of 
the   rule. 


ELEVATOR    SERVICE. 

Conn.  CAREY  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  arrange  to  improve  the  signal 
apparatus  in  connection  with  the  elevator 
service  in   City   Hall  and  City  Hall  Annex. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  this  order 
pertains  particularly  to  elevator  service  in 
City  Hall  and  City  Hall  Annex.  Time  and 
time  again,  when  I  have  had  occasion  to  visit 
the  Annex,  going  to  the  various  floors,  I  have 
seen  elevators  go  up  and  down  empty,  while 
different  people  were  waiting  for  an  oppor- 
tunity to  get  on.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
service  has  been  unreasonably  and  unjusti- 
fiably bad,  resulting  in  abuse  being  hurled  at 
the  Mayor  because  of  it.  There  are  signals 
on  the  floors,  but  the  lights  don't  indicate 
whether  the  elevators  are  going  up  or  down, 
and  I  have  also  heard  complaints  in  regard 
to  the  equipment  from  the  operators  them- 
selves. The  indicators  do  not  work  at  vari- 
ous floors,  with  the  result  that  people  have  to 
stand  sometimes  from  five  to  fifteen  minutes 
waiting  for  elevators  to  take  them  up  or  down. 
It  seems  to  me  that  that  is  not  the  service 
that  should  be  rendered  to  the  people  who 
come  to  City  Hall,  and  I  hope  in  justice 
to  those   people,   and  in  the  interest  of  proper 


efficiency  in  running  the  elevators,  that  the 
service  will  be  improved,  and  improved  im- 
mediately. 

The   order   was   passed   under   suspension   of 
the  rule. 


RESURFACING    OF    I    STREET,    WARD     6. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  with  smooth  pavement  I 
street,  Ward  6,  from  Sixth  street  to  First 
street  and  to  install  sidewalks  in  said  street 
under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PLAYGROUND,  WARD  13. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
establish  a  playground  for  6mall  children  on 
the  city-owned  lot  bounded  by  Dudley 
street,  Howard  avenue,  Harlow  and  Folsom 
streets,  Ward  13. 

Passed     under    suspension     of    the    rule. 


IMPROVEMENT      OF      DORCHESTER 
AVENUE. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  Dorchester  avenue  from 
the  Rapid  Transit  Rridge  to  Peabody  square, 
Ward  16,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  con- 
struction. 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  remove  the  street  car 
rails  from  Dorchester  avenue  between  Gibson 
street   and   Peabody   square. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SHELTER   IN   WARD    17. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  make  plans  for  the  construction  of 
a  shelter  in  Codman  square.  Ward  17,  which 
will  protect  passengers  while  waiting  for 
transportation,  since  Codman  6Quare  is  a 
transfer    point. 

Passed   under   suspension  of  the  rule. 


NAMING    OF    CRUISER    "BUNKER    HILL." 

Coun.  GALVIN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  take  up  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  the  matter  of  naming  one  of  the  new 
cruisers  the  "Bunker  Hill"  as  a  tribute  to  that 
historic    shrine    in    Charlestown. 

Passed   under   suspension   of  the  rule. 


WARD    20    IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  Spinney  etreet. 
Ward  20.  as  a  public  highway,  under  the 
W.   P.   A.   plan   of  construction. 

Ordered,    That    the    Traffic    Commissioner    be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
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exclude  heavy  traffic  from  Lasell  street,  be- 
tween Baker  and  La  Grange  streets,  Ward  20, 
and  that  signs  to  this  effect  be  installed  at 
both  the  Baker  street  and  La  Grange  street 
end   of   Lasell   street. 

Severally    passed    under    suspension    of    the 
rule. 


WARD    19    IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  LYONS,  for  Coun.  Langan,  offered 
the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  Cheshire  street,  Ward 
19,  and  install  tar  sidewalks  thereon,  under 
the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 


Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  high- 
way Fessenden  street,  Ward  19,  and  arrange 
for  its  reconstruction  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
plan . 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  arrange  for  early  construction  of 
sidewalks  along  Pondred  Circle,  Ward  19, 
under   the  W.   P.   A.   plan   of   construction. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


Adjourned  at  4.95  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  GOOD'E,  to  meet  on  Monday,  October  28, 
1940,   at  2   v.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  October  28,  1940. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  Coun. 
WARD  in  the  chair,  acting  temporarily  for  Presi- 
dent Galvin.  Absent,  Coun.  Englert,  Hurley 
and  Shattuck. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments, 
viz.: 

Weigher  of  Coal:  John  J.  McDevitt,  56  Lithgow 
street,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

Weighers  of  Goods:  Peter  B.  Keane,  170  Hamil- 
ton street,  Dorchester,  Mass.;  Daniel  J.  Flynn, 
100  Robey  street,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


PLAYGROUND  FOR  SMALL  CHILDREN, 
WARD  13. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  26,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — ■  I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to  your 
order  of  October  21,  1940,  concerning  the  establish- 
ing of  a  playground  for  small  children  on  the  city- 
owned  lot  bounded  by  Dudley  street,  Howard 
avenue,  Harlow  and  Folsom  streets,  Ward  13. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  October  25,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  October 
23,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council 
regarding  the  possibility  of  establishing  a  play- 
ground for  small  children  on  city-owned  land 
bounded  by  Dudley  street,  Howard  avenue,  Har- 
low and  Folsom  streets,  Ward  13. 

Please    be   assured   an    immediate   engineering 
survey  will  be  made  of  this  area  and  a  report  sub- 
mitted to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  in  the  near  future. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


SUPERVISION  AND  MEDICAL  ATTENTION 
AT  FOOTBALL  GAMES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to  your  order 
of  October  14,  1940,  concerning  the  providing,  of 
more  adequate  police  supervision  at  football  games, 
conducted  on  local  playgrounds,  and  to  provide, 
also,  proper  medical  attendance  so  that  injuries 
requiring  immediate  attention  may  be  cared  for  at 
once. 

Respectfully, 
Maubicb   J.    Tobin,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  October  23,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  Octo- 
ber 22,  with  inclusure,  order  from  the  City  Council 
requesting  additional  police  supervision  at  football 
games,  also  proper  medical  attendance. 

Please  be  assured  every  consideration  will  be 
given  to  this  Council  order. 

The  Park  Department  football  games  are  super- 
vised by  Park  Department  officials — there  is  no 


necessity  for  additional  police.  Also,  the  Park 
Department  employees  have  passed  the  first-aid 
examination  and  are  capable  of  handling  every- 
thing of  an  ordinary  nature.  Serious  injuries 
have  never  taken  place  on  our  playgrounds  while 
under  our  supervision  (for  which  we  are  very 
thankful).  In  the  event  of  such,  they  would  be 
immediately  rushed  to  the  hospital. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


STEAMER  FOR  USE  OF  MILITARY  PER- 
SONNEL  IN   HARBOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentleman, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Penal  Institutions  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  October  14,  1940,  concerning  the 
conferring  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Harbor  Defenses  of  Boston  for  the  purpose  of 
contributing  the  services  of  the  steamer  "Perkins" 
to  military  personnel  now  stationed  in  Boston 
Harbor. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Penal  Institutions  Department, 
October  24,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  have  your  memorandum 
together  with  attached  City  Council  order  con- 
cerning the  conferring  with  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  Harbor  Defenses  of  Boston  for  the 
purpose  of  contributing  the  services  of  the  steamer 
"Perkins"  to  military  personnel  now  stationed 
in  Boston  Harbor. 

About  a  month  ago  I  talked  with  Captain 
McGraw  of  the  Harbor  Defenses,  offering  the 
services  of  the  "Perkins"  to  the  military  per- 
sonnel, and  he  informed  me  that  they  had  secured 
a  boat  by  the  name  of  "Block  Island"  from  Provi- 
dence to  take  care  of  the  transportation  of  their 
men. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Joseph  P.  Donahoe, 
Penal  Institutions  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


RECONSTRUCTION   OF   WEST   FIFTH 

STREET,  WARD  7. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  October  14,  1940,  concerning  the  recon- 
struction of  West  Fifth  street,  from  F  to  Dorchester 
streets,  Ward  7,  and  install  artificial  stone  side- 
walks thereon,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

October  25,  1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From    George    G.    Hyland,   Commissioner,  Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:   West  Fifth  Street,  Ward  7. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  reconstruct  West 
Fifth  street,  from  F  to  Dorchester  streets,  Ward  7, 
and  install  artificial  stone  sidewalks  thereon,  as  a 
W.  P.  A.  project. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that,  due  to  the  lateness 
of  the  season,  it  would  be  impractical  to  submit 
any  more  projects  for  the  reconstruction  of  streets 
and  the  installation  of  artificial  stone  sidewalks 
until  the  coming  spring. 

This  street,  therefore,  will  be  given  consideration 
for  the  submission  for  approval  on  a   W.   P.  A. 
project  in  the  early  part  of  next  year. 
Respectfully, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


NOTIFICATION   TO    COUNCILORS 
RE  HEARINGS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1941). 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentleman, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment  engineer  rela- 
tive to  your  order  of  October  21,  1940,  concern- 
ing the  notifying  members  of  the  City  Council 
personally  by  mail  when  hearings  are  arranged 
with  reference  to  matters  affecting  their  respective 
wards. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment, 

October  25,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From  Frank  H.  Malley,  Engineer,  Board  of  Zoning 
Adjustment. 
In  reply  to  your  communication  of  October  23 
inclosing  the  following  City  Council  order: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Appeal  and  Zoning 
Board  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  notify  members  of  the  City  Council  personally 
by  mail  when  hearings  are  arranged  with  reference 
to  matters  affecting  their  respective  wards. 
In  City  Council,  October  21,  1940.  Passed. 
Attest' 

W.  J.  Doyle,  City  Clerk." 
It  has  been  the  custom  of  this  department 
since  the  enactment  of  the  law  to  notify  the  Mayor, 
the  councilor,  representatives  and  senator  of  the 
district  where  a  change  in  the  zoning  law  is  con- 
templated. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Frank  H.  Mallet, 
Engineer,  Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment. 
Placed  on  file. 


FLOODING    OF   WARD   3    PLAYGROUNDS. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to  your  order 
of  October  21,  1940,  concerning  the  making  of 
definite  plans  for  the  flooding  of  all  playgrounds 
in  the  Ward  3  district  and  particularly  the  tennis 
courts  located  on  the  Esplanade. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  October  25,  1940. 
William  T.  Dovle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  acknowledging  your  memoran- 
dum of  October  23  with  inclosure,  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  playground  in  Ward  3  be 
flooded  for  skating. 

Please  be  assured,  anywhere  it  is  humanly 
possible  to  flood  areas  for  skating  in  all  sections  of 
the  City,  the  Park  Department  will  be  pleased  to 
do  same. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


CURVE  AT  OLD  HARBOR  TO  MERCER 
STREETS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  26,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  September  30,  1940,  concerning  the  taking 
of  two  or  three  feet  off  the  sidewalk  on  East  Eighth 
street,  from  Old  Harbor  to  Mercer  streets,  for  the 
purpose  of  eliminating  the  dangerous  curve  that 
exists  at  this  location. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
October  21,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.   Hyland,   Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Reducing  the  Width  of  Sidewalk  on  East 
Eighth  Street. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  take  two  or  three 
feet  off  the  sidewalk  on  East  Eighth  street,  from 
Old  Harbor  to  Mercer  streets,  for  the  purpose  of 
eliminating  the  dangerous  curve  that  exists  at  this 
location. 

A  study  has  been  made  of  the  sidewalk  on  this 
street  and  we  intend  to  put  a  large  radius  curb  at 
the  bend,  approximately  eighty  feet  beyond  Gates 
street.  By  so  doing  this  will  reduce  the  width  of 
the  sidewalk  from  nine  to  six  feet  for  a  distance  of 
approximately  sixty  feet  which  will  give  the  vehicu- 
lar traffic  approximately  three  more  feet  in  the 
roadway  at  this  point. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


NUTRITION   CLASSES   IN   SCHOOLS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,  —  I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Boston  School  Committee  Secretary  relative 
to  your  order  of  September  16,  1940,  concerning 
the  reconsidering  the  decision  to  close  nutrition 
classes  in  schools  where  they  formerly  existed  with 
a  view  to  restoring  these  classes  for  the  school  year 
1940-41,  and,  at  the  same  time,  installing  any 
additional  classes  that  may  be  necessary  in  other 
schools  throughout  the  city. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
School  Committee,  October  23,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — At  a  meeting  of  the  City  Council 
held  on  September  16  the  following  order  was 
passed: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Boston  School  Committee 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
reconsider  their  decision  to  close  nutrition  classes  in 
schools  where  they  formerly  existed  with  a  view  to 
restoring  these  classes  for  the  school  year  1940-41, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  installing  any  additional 
classes  that  may  be  necessary  in  other  schools 
throughout  the  city." 

A  somewhat  similar  order  was  passed  by  the 
Council  on  October  14,  1940. 

The  School  Committee  would  respectfully 
inform  the  Council  that  because  of  the  considerable 
expense  of  maintenance  of  these  nutrition  classes 
which  benefit  but  few  children,  it  was  felt  that, 
it  will  be  better  to  distribute  the  money  in  such 
manner  as  will  care  for  a  greater  number.  Carry- 
ing out  this  policy,  the  School  Committee,  after 
careful  consideration,  discontinued  nutrition  classes 
in  certain  sections  of  the  city  where  it  seemed  their 
continuance  was  not  warranted  under  existing 
conditions. 

Other  ways  have  been  devised  for  meeting  the 
needs  of  the  children  who  are  found  to  be  under- 
nourished; for  example,  free  milk  is  to  be  fur- 
nished children  reported  by  the  Department  of 
School  Hygiene  as  under-nourished  and  needy. 
A  careful  check  is  being  made  at  this  time  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  dependable  statistics  and  the 
milk  distribution  will  start  at  a  very  early  date. 

Five  free  school  luncheon  centers  will  be  operat- 
ing very  shortly  in  sections  of  the  city  where  it 
appears  that  the  need  is  greatest.  Thus  the  Com- 
mittee is  in  effect  extending  the  advantages  which 
have  been  offered  by  the  nutrition  classes. 

The  Committee  also  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  Council  to  the  fact  that  the  workers  who  were 
appointed  to  the  nutrition  classes  that  have  been 
discontinued  have  been  placed  in  cafeteria  service 
without  change  of  rank  or  salary. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Ellen  M.  Cronin,  Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 
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ONE-WAY   STREETS   IN   WARD   9. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  rto  your  order 
of  August  19,  1940,  concerning  the  making  of  the 
following  streets  in  Ward  9  one  way: 

Roxbury  street,  from  Shawmut  avenue  to 
Eliot  square;  Vernon  street,  from  Washington 
street  to  Tremont  street;  Ruggles  street,  from 
Tremont  street  to  Washington  street;  Cabot 
street,  from  Linden  Park  street  to  Tremont  street; 
Kent  street,  from  Vernon  street  to  Roxbury 
street;  Linden  Park  street,  from  Tremont  street 
to  Roxbury  street. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  October  21,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Sir,  —  This    will    acknowledge    receipt    of 
Council  order  dated  August  19,  1940,  which  reads 
as  follows : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make  the 
following  streets  in  Ward  9  one  way: 

Roxbury  street,  from  Shawmut  avenue  to  Eliot 
square;  Vernon  street,  from  Washington  'street 
to  Tremont  street;  Ruggles  street,  from  Tremont 
street  to  Washington  street;  Cabot  street,  from 
Linden  Park  street  to  Tremont  street;  Kent  street, 
from  Vernon  street  to  Roxbury  street;  Linden 
Park  street,  from  Tremont  street  to  Roxbury 
street." 

At  a  meeting  of  this  commission  held  on  October 
17,  1940,  it  was  voted  to  make  the  above  streets 
one  way  in  the  direction  indicated. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


HARRISON    AVENUE    "THROUGH    WAY." 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order  of 
September  30,  1940,  concerning  the  advisability 
of  making  Harrison  avenue  a  through  way  from 
Union  Park  street  to  Dudley  street,  with  suitable 
signs  to  designate  "Through  Way." 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  October  19,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, —  This  is  in  reply  to  Council  order 
dated  September  30,  1940,  which  reads  as  follows: 
"Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  making  Harrison 
avenue  a  through  way,  from  Union  Park  street  to 
Dudley  street,  with  suitable  signs  to  designate  this 
'Through  Way.'" 

Blue  Hill  avenue  is  the  only  "Through  Way" 
in  the  City  of  Boston  and  there  are  more  accidents 
in  this  street  than  in  any  other  street  in  the  city. 

It  has  been  our  experience  that  making  a  street 
a  "Through  Way"  increases  the  speed  of  vehicles 
in  that  street. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  our  engineers  that  nothing 
should  be  done  to  increase  vehicular  speed  through 
Harrison  avenue. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William    P.    Hickey,    Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


LOCAL  FARES  ON  INTOWN  BUS  LINES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  23,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — -I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  President  and  General  Manager  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  relative  to  your  order  of  July  1, 


1940,  concerning  the  local  fares  on  four  intown 
bus  lines  from  five  cents  to  ten  cents,  which  in  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Council  is  unwarranted  and 
unfair  to  the  citizens  of  Boston,  that  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Trustees  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor,  the  Mayor,  to  re-establish  the  five-cent 
local  fare. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


Boston  Elevated  Railway, 

October  24,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, —  The  Board  of  Trustees  have  directed 
me  to  reply  to  the  orders  of  the  City  Council  rela- 
tive to  fares  on  certain  downtown  bus  lines. 

A  careful  analysis  has  been  made  of  this  entire 
situation.  Before  the  change  in  fares  on  June  3, 
three  of  these  lines  were  on  a  five-cent  fare  basis, 
operating  at  a  loss  which  added  just  so  much  to  the 
deficit  paid  by  the  taxpayers.  Today  these  lines 
are  not  operating  at  a  loss  on  the  ten-cent  fare 
basis. 

In  the  case  of  the  Massachusetts  Station- 
Bowdoin  Square  line,  it  appears  that  without 
danger  of  a  loss  it  will  be  possible  to  operate  this 
line  on  the  basis  of  two  five-cent  fare  zones,  namely, 
one  from  Massachusetts  Station  to  Park  Square 
and  one  from  Park  Square  to  Bowdoin  Square, 
and  the  change  will  shortly  be  placed  in  operation. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Edward  Dana, 
President  and  General  Manager. 
Placed  on  file. 


SHELTER   IN   CODMAN   SQUARE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
President  and  General  Manager  relative  to  your 
order  of  October  21,  1940,  concerning  the  making 
plans  for  the  construction  of  a  shelter  in  Codman 
square,  Ward  17,  which  will  protect  passengers 
while  waiting  for  transportation,  since  Codman 
square  is  a  transfer  point. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


Boston  Elevated  Railway, 

October  25,  1940. 
.Mr.  William  T.  Doyle,    " 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  October  23 
with  order  of  the  City  Council  requesting  the  con- 
struction of  a  shelter  in  Codman  square,  I  would  say 
that  the  matter  of  providing  shelters  at  stopping 
places  and  transfer  points  on  the  system  has  been 
given  careful  consideration  by  the  trustees,  but 
in  view  of  the  expense  involved,  frequency  of 
service,  etc.,  they  do  not  feel  that  shelters  can  be 
justified. 

It  will,  of  course,  be  readily  appreciated  that  it 
would  be  very  expensive  to  provide  shelters  at  all 
points  on  our  system  where  there  is  considerable 
transferring  between  lines  or  at  points  where 
patrons  wait  for  a  car  or  bus,  and  the  maintenance 
of  such  shelters  would  add  to  the  deficit. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Edward  Dana. 
President  and  General  Manager. 
Placed  on  file. 


SHELTER  ON  RIVER  STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  I  be 
President  and  General  Manager  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  relative  to  your  order  of  <  tot  ober 
14,  1940,  concerning  the  making  plans  for  the 
construction  of  a  shelter  on  River  street,  opposite 
the  Mattapan  Hospital. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Boston  Elevated  Railway, 

October  24,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  October  21 
with  order  of  the  City  Council  requesting  the  con- 
struction of  a  shelter  on  River  street,  opposite  the 
Mattapan  Hospital,  I  would  say  that  the  matter  of 
providing  shelters  at  stopping  places  and  transfer 
points  on  the  system  has  been  given  careful  con- 
sideration by  the  trustees,  but  in  view  of  the 
expense  involved,  frequency  of  service,  etc.,  they 
do  not  feel  that  shelters  can  be  justified. 

It  will,  of  course,  be  readily  appreciated  that  it 
would  be  very  expensive  to  provide  shelters  at  all 
points  on  our  system  where  there  is  considerable 
transferring  between  lines  or  at  points  where 
patrons  wait  for  a  car  or  bus,  and  the  maintenance 
of  such  shelters  would  add  to  the  deficit. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Edward  Dana, 
President  and  General  Manager. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPAIR     OF     JOHNSON     MEMORIAL, 
FENWAY. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Park  Department  Chairman  relative  to  your  order 
of  October  14,  1940,  concerning  the  arranging  for  a 
thorough  cleaning  of  the  Johnson  Memorial  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Fenway  and  also  to  arrange  for  the 
replacement  of  the  missing  balusters  in  the  balus- 
trade of  said  memorial. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  October  23,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, —  I  have  your  memorandum  of  Octo- 
ber 22,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council 
that  the  Park  Department  arrange  for  a  cleaning 
of  the  Johnson  Memorial. 

Please   be  informed,   all  memorials  in  the  city 

come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Art  Commission. 

I  will  be  glad  to  replace  the  missing  balusters  in 

the   balustrade   of   the   Johnson   Memorial,   upon 

request  of  said  Art  Commission. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALKS  ON  CALL  STREET,  WARD  11. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  September  30,  1940,  concerning  the  in- 
stallation of  sidewalks  on  Call  street,  between 
Bishop  and  Hall  streets,  Ward  11,  under  the 
W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Public  Works  Department,  October  25,  1940. 

To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

From  George  G.  Hyland,   Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:   Call  Street,  Ward  11. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  install  sidewalks 
on  Call  street,  between  Bishop  and  Hall  streets, 
Ward  11,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction. 
Please  be  advised  that  the  installation  of  bitu- 
minous concrete  sidewalks  on  this  street  will  be 
given  consideration  for  submission  for  approval 
on  a  W.  P.  A.  Project  during  the  early  part  of 
next  year. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING   BROADWAY,    SOUTH 

BOSTON. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

GentlemeVi, —  I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  October  14,  1940,  concerning  the  resurfac- 
ing with  smooth  pavement,  Broadway,  South 
Boston,  from  Dorchester  avenue  to  L  street,  under 
the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

October  25,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.   Hyland,    Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Broadway,  South  Boston. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  with 
smooth  pavement,  Broadway,  South  Boston,  from 
Dorchester  avenue  to  L  street,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
plan  of  construction. 

This  street  is  now  paved  with  smooth  pavement, 
in  fair  condition,  and  can  be  taken  care  of  by 
surface  patching,  and  the  district  foreman  has  been 
instructed  to  take  care  of  same. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


SALE   OF   LAND   ON   CHESTNUT   HILL 
AVENUE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  26,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  forwarding  herewith  an  order 
for  the  sale  of  city-owned  land  on  Chestnut  Hill 
avenue,  Brighton,  to  the  Temple  B'nai  Moshe. 

The  land  in  question  comprises  an  area  of 
52,067  feet  in  one  parcel  and  8,074  square  feet  in 
another  parcel,  and  is  part  of  a  site  used  by  the 
Brighton  district  paving  yard.  This  paving  yard 
is  to  be  abandoned  and  transferred  to  the  Western 
avenue  site  in  the  Brighton  district. 

The  proposed  purchasers  of  this  land  now 
occupy  adjoining  land  and  have  agreed  to  pay 
to  the  city  §5,000  for  the  two  parcels  referred  to. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  purchaser  of  this  land  is  a  religious  organiza- 
tion which  desires  the  land  for  necessary  expansion 
purposes,  that  its  offer  to  purchase  these  two 
parcels  at  the  price  agreed,  i.  c,  S5.000,  should  be 
accepted  by  the  city  without  the  customary  sale 
by  public  auction. 

I  respectfully  request  approval   of  the  accom- 
panying order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

October  26,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  am  inclosing  four  copies 
of  an  order  that  have  been  prepared  by  the  Law 
Department  for  transmittal  to  the  City  Council 
relative  to  the  proposed  sale,  to  the  Temple  B'nai 
Moshe,  of  a  portion  of  a  lot  of  land  located  on 
Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  Brighton,  that  is  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Public   Works   Department. 

The  areas,  shown  as  parcels  C  and  D  on  the 
inclosed  plan,  are  of  no  use  to  this  department  and, 
in  view  of  this,  it  would  be  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  city  to  dispose  of  them.  They  represent  a 
comparatively  small  portion  of  the  entire  tract  of 
land  which  is  used,  at  the  present  time,  as  a  site 
for  the  Brighton  district  paring  yard.  It  is  my 
intention  to  eventually  abandon  this  location  and 
transfer  the  paving  yard  to  the  Western  avenue 
site,  which  is  now  used  b\-  the  Water  Division  as  a 
district  yard. 

The  agreed  selling  price  of  S5.000  is  reasonable, 
taking  into  consideration  that  the  purchaser  is  a 
religious  organization  and  not  an  organization 
operating  on  a  commercial  basis. 

I  respectfully  recommend  approval  of  the  order. 
Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


OCTOBER    28,    1940. 
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Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  owns  in  fee  cer- 
tain lands  situated  on  the  southeasterly  side  of 
Chestnut  Hill  avenue  in  the  Brighton  district  of 
the  City  of  Boston.  The  title  to  said  lands  was 
acquired  by  a  deed  dated  July  21,  18S2,  recorded 
with  Suffolk  County  Deeds,  Book  1567.,  page  593; 
and 

Whereas,  Certain  parcels  of  said  lands,  herein- 
after described,  are  no  longer  needed  for  public 
purposes;    and 

Whereas,  Temple  B'nai  Moshe,  a  religious  corpo- 
ration organized  and  existing  under  the  laws  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  is  desirous 
of  obtaining  the  ownership  of  the  said  parcels  of 
land  hereinafter  described;  now,  therefore,  it  is 
hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  convey  to  the  said  Temple 
B'nai  Moshe  by  an  instrument  in  writing  satis- 
factory in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City 
of  Boston  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  (5,000)  dollars  to  be  paid  to  the  City  of 
Boston,  all  the  City  of  Boston's  right,  title  and 
interest  in  and  to  the  said  parcels  of  land  herein- 
before referred  to  and  bounded  and  described  as 
follows: 

Parcel  C. — Northwesterly  by  the  southeasterly 
side  line  of  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  by  two  measure- 
ments, thirty-five  (35)  feet  and  two  hundred 
twenty-eight  and  54-100  (228.54)  feet,  respectively; 
northeasterly  by  the  southwesterly  side  line  of 
Ledgemere  road,  two  hundred  thirty-eight  and 
26-100  (238.26)  feet;  southeasterly  by  the  north- 
westerly side  line  of  Burkland  terrace,  two  hundred 
sixty-six  and  15-100  (266.15)  feet:  southwesterly 
by  the  northeasterly  side  line  of  Atwood  road, 
one  hundred  ninety  and  35-100  (190.35)  feet, 
containing  fifty-two  thousand  sixty-seven  (52,067) 
square  feet,  more  or  less. 

Parcel  D. — Northwesterly  by  the  southeasterly 
side  line  of  Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  by  two  measure- 
ments, eight  and  28-100  (8.28)  feet  and  one 
hundred  eleven  and  72-100  (111.72)  feet,  respec- 
tively: northeasterly  by  land  now  or  formerly  of 
Temple  B'nai  Israel,  seventy-two  and  42-100 
(72.42)  feet;  easterly  by  other  land  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  one  hundred  twenty  (120)  feet;  south- 
westerly by  the  northeasterly  side  line  of  Ledge- 
mere  road,  seventy-two  and  42-100  (72.42)  feet, 
containing  eight  thousand  seventy-four  (8,074) 
square  feet  of  land,  more  or  less. 

Said  lands,  "Parcel  C"  and  "Parcel  D,"  are 
shown  on  a  plan  marked  "City  of  Boston,  Chest- 
nut Hill  Avenue,  Brighton,  October  15,  1940, 
William  J.  Sullivan,  Chief  Engineer,  Street  Laying- 
Out  Department." 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


SALE   OF  LAND   IN   DEDHAM. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  26,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  City  of  Boston  is  owner  of  a 
parcel  of  land  situated  in  the  town  of  Dedham, 
which  is  no  longer  needed  by  the  city  for  any 
public  purpose.  Since  1911,  the  date  of  the 
annexation  rjf  Hyde  Park,  which  town  had  owner- 
ship of  this  piece  of  land,  this  parcel  of  land  has 
been  in  the  custody  of  our  city. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  whose  communication  is  herewith  attached, 
that  the  land  is  assessed  for  $7,000,  but  that  in  his 
opinion  a  sale  of  the  land  will  bring  little  more  than 
$1,000. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  assessment  of  the 
town  of  Dedham  on  this  parcel  of  land  calls  for 
the  payment  of  approximately  $240  a  year  in  taxes 
by  our  city,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  said 
land  is  not  needed  for  any  public  purpose  and  not 
proposed  to  be  used  for  any  public  purpose,  I  am 
in  agreement  with  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  that  the  said  lot  of  land  should  be  sold  at 
public  auction. 

I  therefore  transmit  to  your  Honorable  Body 
the  inclosed  order  and  recommend  its  passage. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

October  26,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Mr.   Mayor,— I  am   inclosing,   for  trans- 
mittal to  the  City  Council  for  approval  by  that 


Body,  four  copies  of  an  order  that  have  been 
prepared  by  the  Law  Department  authorizing,  in 
substance,  the  sale,  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  of  a  parcel  of  land  owned  by  the  City  of 
Boston  and  located  in  Dedham.  For  your  further 
information  and  for  the  information  of  the  coun- 
cilors, I  am  also  inclosing  a  blueprint  copy  of  a 
plan  of  the  land. 

This  land  has  been  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Water  Division  of  this  department  since  Hyde 
Park  was  annexed  to  Boston  in  1911.  Prior  to 
that  time  the  Hyde  Park  Water  Department 
obtained  its  water  from  this  source  by  means  of  a 
battery  of  wells  that  were  located  on  the  land. 
Subsequent  to  the  annexation  of  Hyde  Park  to 
Boston  all  of  the  water  consumed  in  Hyde  Park 
has  been  furnished  from  the  same  source  as  the 
water  used  in  other  sections  of  the  city,  namely, 
by  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission. 

The  land  is  assessed  for  $7,000  and  we  are 
obligated  to  pay  to  the  town  of  Dedham  an  average 
of  $240  per  year  as  taxes.  It  is  not,  and  never 
will  be,  in  my  opinion,  of  use  to  the  City  of  Boston 
and,  in  view  of  this,  the  sensible  thing  to  do  is  to 
try  and  dispose  of  it,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  to 
save  the  annual  amount  paid  to  Dedham  as  taxes. 

Despite  the  amount  of  the  assessment,  I  do  not 
believe  that  we  will  receive  much  over  $1,000 
for  the  land,  and  I  therefore  have  established 
that  amount  as  an  upset  price.  There  is  a  possi- 
bility, of  course,  that  we  will  not  receive  any  bids, 
as  I  have  had  a  "For  Sale"  sign  located  on  the  lot 
for  the  past  six  months  and  only  one  person  has 
made  inquiries  relative  to  it.  On  the  other  hand, 
because  of  the  availability  of  an  adequate  supply 
of  water  at  low  cost,  manufacturers  that  use  a 
large  amount  of  water  in  their  business  might  be 
interested  in  purchasing  the  land  and  constructing 
a   factory   on   it. 

I  feel  that  there  is  something  to  gain  and  nothing 
to  lose  in  trying  to  dispose  of  the  land  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  inclosed  order. 
Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  qwns  in  fee  a 
certain  parcel  of  land  situated  on  the  northerly  side 
of  River  and  Milton  streets  in  the  town  of  Dedham, 
Massachusetts.  The  title  to  the  said  land  was 
acquired  by  the  inhabitants  of  Hyde  Park  by  deed 
dated  March  29,  1910,  recorded  with  Norfolk 
Deeds,  Book  1137,  page  528,  and  vested  in  the 
City  of  Boston  through  the  annexation  of  the  town 
of  Hyde  Park  to  the  City  of  Boston  by  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  469  of  the  Acts  of  1911;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  parcel  of  land,  hereinafter 
described,  is  no  longer  needed  for  public  purposes; 
now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction  at  an  upset 
price  of  one  thousand  (1,000)  dollars  the  said 
parcel  of  land  hereinafter  described;  and  it  is 
hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  a  pur- 
chaser at  said  public  auction,  a  written  instru- 
ment, satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  Depart- 
ment of  the  City  of  Boston,  conveying  said  parcel 
of  land,  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

.  Southerly  by  River  street,  by  two  measure- 
ments, one  hundred  forty  and  65-100  (140.65) 
feet  and  four  hundred  seventy-five  and  58-100 
(475.58)  feet  respectively;  southwesterly  by  Milton 
street,  by  two  measurements,  five  hundred  twenty- 
four  and  94-100  (524.94)  feet,  and  fourteen  and 
65-100  (14.65)  feet,  respectively;  westerly  by 
lands  now  or  formerly  of  George  A.  Marier  and 
Joseph  Montisano  by  two  measurements,  one 
hundred  fifty  and  10-100  (150.10)  feet,  and  two 
hundred  twenty  (220)  feet,  more  or  less,  respec- 
tively; northerly  by  Mother  Brook,  so  called,  nine 
hundred  seventy-five  (975)  feet,  more  or  less; 
easterly  by  lands  now  or  formerly  of  George  M. 
Riley,  Salvatore  Eannella,  and  by  Paradise  lane, 
by  six  measurements,  one  hundred  six  (106)  feet, 
-more  or  less,  ninety-one  and  72-100  (91.72)  feet, 
thirty-six  and  80-100  (36.80)  feet,  one  hundred 
eighty-five  and  57-100  (185.57)  feet,  one  hundred 
eighteen  and  8-100  (118.08)  feet,  and  one  hundred 
eighteen  and  64-100  (118.64)  feet,  respectively; 
containing  eleven  and  61-100  (11.61)  acres,  more 
or  less. 

Said  land  and  all  of  said  measurements  are 
shown  on  a  plan  marked  "City  of  Boston,  Milton 
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Street,  River  Street,  Dedham,  October  9,  1940, 
William  J.  Sullivan,  Chief  Engineer,  Street  Laying- 
Out  Department,"  on  file  in  the  office  of  said 
Street  Laying-Out  Department,  City  Hall  Annex, 
Boston,  Mass. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


OFFER   OF   LAND   FOR   PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1940. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Reverend  George  A.  Conway, 
C.  SS.R.,  President  of  the  Boston  Society  of  Re- 
demptorist  Fathers,  has  offered  to  lease  to  the  (  Sty 
of  Boston  for  a  term  of  years  upon  a  nominal 
consideration  two  contiguous  parcels  of  land  owned 
by  the  said  Society  and  situated  on  the  southwest- 
erly side  of  Alleghany  street  and  on  the  north- 
easterly side  of  Cherokee  street  in  the  Mission 
Hill  section  of  the  Roxbury  district  of  the  Citj  ol 
Boston,  for  playground  purposes. 

The  two  contiguous  parcels  of  laud  offered  to 
the  City  of  Boston  contain  approximately  twenty- 
two  thousand  four  hundred  eighty-one  (22,481) 
square  feet  and  the  location  of  this  land  is  such 
that  I  believe  it  is  ideally  situated  and  suitable  foi 
playground  purposes. 

The  acquisition  of  this  land  by  the  City  of  Bo  on 
will  provide  for  the  children  of  this  congested  area 
of  our  city  space  upon  which  they  may  enjoy 
recreation,  play,  sport,  and  physical  education, 
and  thereby  tend  to  promote  the  health, 
and  happiness  of  the  youth  of  t  he  dist  i- i .  I 

1  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  most  generous  offer 
of  the  Boston  Society  of  Rederaptorist  Fathers 
should  be  accepted  by  the  City  of  Boston. 

I  therefore  recommend  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Touin,  Mayor. 

Whereas,  The  Boston  Society  of  Redemptorisl 
Fathers  is  the  owner  of  two  contiguous  parcels  of 
land,'  Lot  A,  containing  approximately  nineteen 
thousand  six  hundred  fifty-eight  (19, (158)  square 
feet,  and  Lot  B,  containing  approximately  two 
thousand  eight  hundred  twenty-three  (2.823J 
square  feet,  situated  on  the  southwesterly  side  of 
Alleghany  street  and  on  the  northeasterly  side 
of  Cherokee  street  in  the  Mission  Hill  section  of  the 
Roxbury  district  of  the  City  of  Host  mi;    and 

Whereas,   The   Boston    .Society   of    Kedemptorist 
Fathers  is  desirous  of  leasing  the  said   parcels  of 
land  for  a  nominal  consideration  to  the   City   of 
Boston  for  playground  purposes;    now,  there! 
it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
execute  and  accept  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  t  he 
City  of  Boston  an  instrument  in  writing  satisfac- 
tory in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  Citj 
of  Boston,  whereby  the  Boston  Society  of  Re- 
demptorist  Fathers  lease  to  the  City  of  Boston 
for  playground  purposes  for  the  term  of  ten  (10) 
years  with  the  right  of  renewal  for  tin  additional 
period  of  ten  (10)  years  and  upon  the  consideral  ion 
to  be  paid  by  the  City  of  Boston  of  the  sum  of 
one  (1)  dollar  per  year,  the  said  two  parcels  of 
land  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Lot  A. —  Northeasterly  by  Alleghany  street, 
one  hundred  twenty-five  and  93-100  (125.93)  feet; 
southeasterly  by  Lot  B,  hereinafter  described,  one 
hundred  sixty  and  65-100  (160. Go)  feet;  south- 
westerly by  Cherokee  street,  one  hundred  twenty- 
five  and  45-100  (125.45)  feet;  northwesterly  by 
land  now  or  formerlv  of  Rebecca  C.  B.  I.illlei 
el  al.,  one  hundred  fifty-two  and  50-100  (152.50) 
feet,  containing  nineteen  thousand  six  hundred 
fifty-eight  (19,658)  square  feet  of  land,  more  or 
less. 

Lot  B. —  Northeasterly  by  Alleghany  street, 
seventeen  and  50-100  (17.50)  feet;  southeasterly 
by  land  now  or  formerly  of  Alonzo  \V.  Folsom  heirs 
or  devisees  one  hundred  sixty-two  (162)  feet; 
southwesterly  by  Cherokee  street,  seventeen  and 
54-100  (17.54)  feet;  northwesterly  by  Lot  A, 
hereinbefore  decsribed,  one  hundred  sixty  and 
65-100  (160.65)  feet,  containing  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  twenty-three  (2,823)  square  feet 
of  land,  more  or  less. 

Lot  A  and  Lot  B  and  all  said  measurements  are 
shown  on  a  plan  prepared  by  John  H.  Burroughs, 


C.  E.,  dated  February  12,  1925,  and  recorded 
with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  4654,  page  445;  and  it  is 
hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  upon  the  execution  of  the  fore- 
going authorized  lease  the  said  premises  therein 
leased  to  the  City  of  Boston  are  hereby  placed  in 
the  care,  custody  and  control  of  the  Park  Depart- 
ment of  the  City  of  Boston  for  playground  purposes. 
Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


TAX  TITLE  LOANS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1940. 
To  t  lie  City  Council. 

Gentlemen. —  At  the  present  time  the  total  of 
tax  titles  in  the  possession  of  the  city  exceeds  by 
over  two  million,  three  hundred  thousand  dollars 
-  'in  til)  the  total  of  outstanding  loans  .secured 
from  i  lie  Commonwealth  by  the  pledging  of  tux 
titles.  In  accordance  with  the  established  finan- 
cial policy  of  the  city,  I  desire  to  use  the  major 
port  ion  of  t  his  excess  to  support  further  borrowings 
from  the  Commonwealth,  the  proceeds  of  said 
borrowings  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  out- 
standing revenue  anticipation  notes.  1  submit 
herewith  an  order  authorizing  the  City  Treasure! 
nre  .'i  loan  of  two  million  dollars  ($2,000,000) 

from  tin'  Commonwealth  and  respectfully  n 

mend  i'^  adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body, 
pectfully  submitted, 
Maurick  .f.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
49  of  the  Acts  of  1933  as  most  recently  amended  bv 
chapter  288  of  the  Acts  of  1939  the  City  Treasurer 

be  authorized  to  obtain  the  approval  of  the  Emer- 
gency Finance  Board  to  the  issuance  of  two  million 
dollars  ($2,000,000)  in  notes,  bonds  or  certifi 
of  indebtedness  of  the  city,  said  notes,  bonds  or 
to  be  sold  at  their  face  value  to  the 
Commonwealth  and  the  proceeds  be,  and  hereby 
ate.  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  out- 
standing revenue  loans. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


TRANSFERS   IX    DEPARTMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City    of    Bos' on. 
■  of  the  Mayor,  October  28.  1940. 
I  o  '  he  City  ( Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  forwarding  requests  for  Iran.-- 
fers  within  and  between  departmental  appropria- 
tions in  the  following  departments  and  recommend 
adoption   of   the   accompanying   orders   by   your 

Honorable    Bod.v  : 

Hospital;  Licensing  Board;  Public  Works,  Bridge 
Service;  Public  WmU  Sewer  Set  vice;  Suffolk 
County  Court  House.  Custodian;  Municipal 
Court,  Brighton  District;  District  Court  of 
t  Ihelsea,  Soldiers'  Relief. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Toms,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Hospital  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  C.  Equipment, 
$700,  to  t  he  appropriation  for  E,  Materials,  $700. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  t  he  Act  s  of  1893  t  he  ( Sty  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is.  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Licensing  Board: 

From  the  appropriation  for  D,  Supplies,  S400, 
io  the  appropriation  for  c,  Equipment,  $400. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  t  he  Acts  of  1S93  the  City  Auditor  be.  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Public  Works  Department, 
Bridge  Service: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A.  Personal  Service, 
$5,925,  to  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  SI, 550;  D,  Supplies,  S400;  E,  Materials, 
S3.S50;    F,  Special  Items,  S125. 
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Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfers  in  the  appropriations  for  Public  Works 
Department,  Sewer  Service: 

From  the  appropriation  for  C,  Equipment,  §650, 
to  the  appropriation  for  D,  Supplies,  $400;  E, 
Materials,  $250. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Suffolk  County 
Court  House,  Custodian,  A,  Personal  Service, 
$1,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  Municipal  Court. 
Brighton  District,  A,  Personal  Service,  $1,000 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Suffolk  County 
Court  House,  Custodian,  A,  Personal  Service, 
$477,  to  the  appropriation  for  District  Court  of 
Chelsea,  B,  Contractual  Services,  $377;  D,  Supplies, 
$100. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


RESURFACING    OF    KINEO    STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  October  14,  1940,  concerning  the  resurfacing  of 
Kineo  street  and  having  sidewalks  constructed 
thereon,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

October  25,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.   Hyland,    Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Resurfacing  and  Sidewalk  Construction 
on  Kineo  Street. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  have  Kineo  street 
surfaced  and  sidewalks  constructed,  under  the 
Works  Projects  Administration  plan  of  construc- 
tion. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  street  is  a  private 
way  and  the  Highway  Division  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  cannot  do  any  street  or  side- 
walk work  in  this  street  until  such  time  as  same 
has  been  accepted  by  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

George  C.  Appleton  &  Son,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  12  Cobb  street,  caused 
by  city  truck. 

Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company,  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  lamp  post  by  city  truck. 

John  W.  Bradley,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execution 
issued  against  him. 

Charles  A.  Campbell,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  dump  cart. 

John  Donlan,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
clothing  at  Curtis  Hall. 

Samuel  Holtzman,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Chatham  row. 

Edward  Kelly,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execution 
issued  against  him. 

William  J.  Kelly,  for  daughter  Florence,  for 
compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  alleged  defect 
in  Gaston  School,  South  Boston. 

Eugene  Lynch,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  27  Topliff  street,  caused  by  water 
being  shut   off. 

James  H.  McDonald,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of  duty. 


Martin  J.  MeGovern,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of  duty. 

Mafthew  Muliero,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

Joseph  F.  Murphy,  to  be  reimbursed  for  expenses 
incurred  in  laying  service  pipe  at  22  Crockett 
avenue. 

Thomas  F.  Norris,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  police  car. 

Alfred  G.  Ochs,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  wagon. 

Emma  Sidell,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  68  Nightingale 
street. 

Anna  E.  Turnberg,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Parsons  street. 

John  H.  Donahoe,  for  compensation  for  expenses 
incurred  in  relaying  drainage  pipes  at  5  Female! 
terrace,  Dorchester. 

Bertha  Benkert,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
tooth  at  Boston  City  Hospital. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 

Petitions  for  driveway  openings,  viz.: 

Roger  W.  Brown,  196  Old  Colony  avenue,  Ward 
7. 

Rosa  Berman,  160  and  162  Dover  street. 

Mason  Neilon  Regulator  Company,  1194  Adams 
street,  Ward  17. 

Shell  Oil  Company,  1 190  Massachusetts  avenue . 

Allan  J.  Wilson,  26-36  Miller  street,  Charlestown. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  ROBERT  CUTLER. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  appoint- 
ment of  Robert  Cutler,  41  Beacon  street,  to  be 
Corporation  Counsel  for  term  ending  April  30, 
1944. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses , 
submitted  the  following  reports  on  petitions  for 
driveway  openings,  recommending  that  leave  be 
granted,  viz.: 

Golden  Dome,  Inc.  (referred  September  30) , 
1085-1091  Columbus  avenue,  Ward  9. 

Kendall  Goodwin  (referred  September  30),  1348 
Boylston  street. 

Reports  accepted;  petitions  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


USE  OF  SIDEWALKS  FOR  PARKING. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  and 
Police  Commissioner  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  look  into  the  practice  in- 
dulged in  by  public  parking  spaces  of  using  the 
sidewalk  and  street  adjacent  to  the  parking  lot 
for  the  purpose  of  parking  automobiles. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  I  have  intro- 
duced this  order  at  this  time  because  of  the  exces- 
sive liberty  taken  by  owners  of  public  parking 
plaoes  in  parking  automobiles  on  the  sidewalks  and 
streets  adjacent  to  the  parking  lots.  It  is  my 
belief  that  when  a  license  is  granted  to  an  owner  of  a 
parking  space  the  parking  area  is  confined  to  the 
space  that  he  owns  or  leases;  that  when  he  is 
granted  a  license  to  use  such  a  parking  area  his 
use  is  confined  to  that  area  and  that  he  is  not 
allowed  to  park  cars  on  the  adjoining  sidewalk  or 
public  street.  It  has  been  observed  by  me,  how- 
ever, time  and  time  again,  that  such  owners  of 
parking  spaces  do  take  this  liberty,  and  that  it 
frequently  leads  to  congestion  in  the  streets  and 
general  inconvenience  of  the  public.  I  noticed 
this  sort  of  thing  Friday  evening  of  last  week, 
at  a  parking  space  on  Stuart  street,  cars  being 
parked  in  places  where  they  had  no  right  to  be 
parked  under  the  license  granted,  evidently  because 
of  the  parking  there  of  an  excessive  number  of  cars. 
It  results  in  interference  with  passage  along  the 
sidewalks  and  the. streets  in  the  vicinity,  on  Stuart 
street  in  that  case,  and  on  other  streets  in  other 
cases,  in  addition  to  the  fact  that  it  results  in  cars 
standing  two  abreast  on  the  street.  I  might  say 
that  at  various  times  I  have  seen  this  practice 
indulged  in  at  other  parking  places  with  resulting 
inconvenience  to  traffic.  It  seems  to  me,  there- 
fore, that  it  is  time  that  steps  should  be  taken  by 
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tbe  Traffic  Commissioner  and  the  Police  Com- 
missioner to  curb  this  sort  of  thing.  I  feel  that  the 
owners  of  these  parking  places  should  be  confined  to 
the  area  for  which  their  license  is  granted. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


APPOINTMENT   OF  ADDITIONAL  POLICE 
OFFICERS. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON,  SCANNELL  and 
LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  appointing  125  additional 
men  to  take  the  place  of  members  of  the  force  who 
may  be  called  for  selective  service  training. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON— Mr.  President,  we 
know  that  there  have  been  many  retirements  in  the 
Police  Department,  resulting  in  a  number  of  vacan- 
cies. We  also  know  that  there  are  to  be  a  number 
of  vacancies  in  the  fire  and  police  forces  on  account 
of  the  conscriptive  training  that  is  about  to  go 
into  effect.  It  seems  clear,  therefore,  that  an 
additional  number  of  men  should  be  appointed 
in  the  Police  Department  to  fill  the  vacancies 
that  have  resulted  and  that  will  result  in  the  im- 
mediate future,  I  trust,  therefore,  that  this  order 
will  pass. 

Coun.  GOODE— Mr.  President,  I  heartily 
indorse  this  order  of  Councilor  Hutchinson  favor- 
ing the  appointment  of  125  additional  young  men 
from  the  list  to  the  Police  Department.  We  know 
that  many  of  these  young  men  are  eligible  to  the 
draft,  and  that  they  will  probably  be  called  pres- 
ently to  active  service.  If  there  is  no  reservoir 
for  replacement  of  men,  and  the  present  number 
of  men  in  the  Police  Department,  to  which  this 
order  refers,  is  reduced,  the  force  will  necessarily 
suffer.  It  has  been  the  custom  in  the  past  to 
appoint  a  number  of  men  to  take  care  of  retire- 
ments, resignations  and  deaths  in  the  department, 
at  about  the  first  of  the  year.  I  feel,  therefore, 
that  such  a  provision  as  suggested  by  this  order 
should  be  made  in  the  new  budget  for  appointment 
of  men  to  the  Police  Department,  so  that  the 
department  will  not  suffer  from  the  draft. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  I,  too,  agree 
with  the  order,  not  only  for  the  reasons  stated,  but 
for  other  reasons.  I  think  that  today  our  police 
force  is  entirely  inadequate,  and  I  say  this  because 
of  what  I  see  in  my  particular  section.  We  have  a 
great  many  holdups,  due  particularly  to  the  fact 
that  the  lighting  system  in  parts  of  the  district  is 
poor  and  also  because  we  have  inadequate  police 
protection.  There  are,  I  understand,  many  men  on 
the  list,  men  of  a  high  type,  who  have  passed  a  very 
hard  examination,  and  I  am  in  favor  of  asking  the 
Mayor,  with  the  Police  Commissioner,  to  take 
action  that  will  help  to  preserve  for  them  their 
standing. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  I  too  want  to 
subscribe  to  the  order  that  has  been  offered. 
There  are  many  men  who  will  be  called  for  the 
service  draft,  who  might  have  been  reached  for 
police  service  if  they  were  home,  in  ordinary  times. 
Therefore,  I  believe  they  should  be  given  proper 
protection.  If  they  are  away  when  their  names 
come  up,  I  believe  the  positions  should  be  held 
for  them  when  they  come  back  again,  that  they 
should  then  be  given  an  opportunity  to  get  on  the 
force  with  a  regular  standing. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REQUESTED   RECONSIDERATION    OF 
BEANO   BAN. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  reconsider  his  action  in  banning  Beano  games 
and  instruct  the  City  Censor  to  issue  licenses  to 
charitable  and  veterans  organizations  for  the 
conduct  of  such  games  throughout  the  city. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  the  reason 
why  I  offer  this  order  today  is  because  of  the  fact 
that  Beano  has  now  been  discontinued  for  two  and 
a  half  to  three  months.  In  my  particular  section. 
East  Boston,  each  night  there  are  probably  eight 
or  ten  buses  coming  from  outside  the  city  to 
East  Boston  to  take  Beano  patrons  to  outlying 
sections  to  play  the  game,   and  Boston,   there- 


fore, is  not  receiving  its  share,  as  the  money  paid 
by  such  patrons  is  leaving  the  city.  We  know,  of 
course,  that  Beanos  were  closed  in  order  to  get 
at  the  racketeers  who  were  alleged  to  be  running 
Beanos  in  the  city.  I  know  that  in  my  section 
the  Moose,  a  bona  fide  organization,  has  been 
conducting  Beanos  for  the  last  five  years  and  that 
as  a  result  of  closing  down  the  Beano  games  they 
have  not  only  lost  their  rooms  but  the  investment 
that  they  had  made  in  their  headquarters.  They 
were  able  to  pay  the  rent  from  the  income  derived 
from  the  Beano  games,  but  are  not  now  able  to  do 
so.  I  think  everybody  here  will  agree  with  me 
that  there  are  few  better  or  more  charitable  organi- 
zations than  the  same  Moose.  As  a  result, 
some  250  families  will  be  deprived  of  baskets 
both  on  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas.  There- 
fore, I  urge  the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  grant  Beano 
licenses  to  charitable  and  veteran  organizations 
for  the  conduct  of  such  games  throughout  tbe 
city,  to  such  organizations  as  churches,  the  Moose, 
Knights  of  Columbus,  and  others.  These  organi- 
zations are  thus  enabled  to  turn  most  of  the  money 
they  receive  over  to  charity.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  the  Mayor  will  see  fit  to  grant  Beano  licenses 
to  such  organizations. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


Coun.  TAYLOR  in  the  chair. 


SIDEWALK   ON   GIBSON   STREET. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Gibson  street, 
at  Nos.  29  and  33,  Ward  16,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to 
10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from 
5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial 
stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MAINTENANCE     OF     CIVIL     SERVICE 
STANDING   FOR   MEN   DRAFTED. 

Coun.  FISH  and  GOODE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court  at  its  next  session 
for  legislation  that  will  provide  that  persons  who 
are  on  civil  service  lists  and  eligible  for  appoint- 
ment and  who  are  called  for  service  in  the  draft, 
shall,  upon  their  return,  be  placed  in  as  favorable 
a  position  as  to  appointment  and  eligibility  as 
they  would  have  been  if  their  term  of  compulsory 
military  service  had  not  intervened. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  briefly  explaining 
the  purpose  of  the  order,  a  few  moments  ago  the 
Council  went  on  record  as  favoring  the  appoint- 
ment, in  order  to  fill  vacancies  caused  by  the  draft, 
of  125  members  of  the  police  force.  To  that  order 
I  heartily  subscribed.  The  purpose  of  this  order 
is  also  for  the  protection  of  any  young  man  who 
may  be  on  the  civil  service  list  and  who  may  be 
called  in  the  draft  to  serve  a  year  in  the  United 
States  Army,  so  that  he  will  not  be  passed  over. 
Although  naturally  he  could  not  serve  during  the 
period  while  he  is  on  draft  service,  the  idea  is  that 
he  will,  upon  the  expiration  of  that  service,  receive 
the  appointment  that  he  would  receive  if  he  were 
home. 

Coun.  GOODE — Mr.  President,  I  am  glad  to 
join  my  colleague,  Councilor  Fish,  in  this  order. 
I  feel  that  these  young  men,  if  some  such  action 
is  not  taken,  will  lose  and  suffer  because  of  the 
draft.  After  the  years  of  study  and  effort  that 
they  have  given,  after  their  work  to  bring  them- 
selves to  physical  perfection,  certainly  that  should 
all  not  be  brought  to  naught  because  of  their 
service  to  their  country.  They  should  be  pro- 
tected in  their  position.  I  believe  the  best  way 
to  do  so  would  be  to  make  an  immediate  appoint- 
ment of  these  men.  I  understand  that  the  police 
force  is  undermanned  by  more  than  125  men,  and 
I  know  that  there  are  a  little  over  100  men  on  the 
list.  So  these  men  could  be  immediately  ap- 
pointed, or  a  provisional  appointment  could  be 
made. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 
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TRANSFER  TO  POLICE  RELIEF  PROJECTS. 

Chairman  TAYLOR  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  3  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

3.  Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Hospital  Depart- 
ment, Sanatorium  Division,  H,  Relief  Projects, 
$8,080,  to  the  appropriation  for  Police  Depart- 
ment, H,  Relief  Projects,  $8,080. 

On  October  14,  1940,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  19,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   CONSTABLE. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  LANGAN  the  Council 
took  from  the  table  No.  2  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

2.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  October  21,  1940,  of  Stanley  Wollaston 
to  be  a  Constable  without  power  to  serve  civil 
process  and  to  serve  without  bond,  vice  Willard 
O'Brien,  resigned. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Sullivan  and  Coffey.  Whole  num- 
ber of  ballots,  16,  yes  16,  and  the  appointment  was 
confirmed. 


DEMOCRATIC    SUPPORT    FOR    SENATOR 
WALSH. 

Coun.  WARD — Mr.  President,  I  ask  ananimou 
consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  TAYLOR — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  gentleman  may  proceed. 

(No  objection.) 

Coun.  WARD — Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  say 
just  a  word  because  of  a  recent  article  appearing 
in  one  of  the  Boston  newspapers.  I  probably 
have  been  as  much  opposed  to  injecting  politics 
into  this  Body  as  any  member  who  ever  served 
here.  I  have  opposed  the  indorsement  of  any 
candidate  whose  party  appellation  was  the  same 
as  mine.  But  since  a  newspaper  story  just 
appeared  in  one  of  our  papers  emphasizing  the  fact 
that  certain  Democratic  members  of  the  Boston 
City  Council  were  favoring  a  candidate  not  of 
our  own  party,  and  with  the  thought  in  mind  that 
perhaps  the  people  of  Boston  might  be  misguided, 
I  want  to  say  emphatically  here  and  now  that 
every  Democratic  member  I  have  talked  with  has 
stated  definitely  that  in  the  present  fight  for 
United  States  Senator  he  was  for  David  I.  Walsh. 
And  I,  as  a  Democratic  member  of  this  Body,  want 
emphatically  to  state  that  that  is  my  position  and 
their  position,  regardless  of  that  newspaper  item. 
Therefore,  I  say  to  the  papers  now  that  I  and  all 
my  Democratic  friends  with  whom  I  have  talked 
favor  the  re-election  of  David  I.  Walsh  as  United 
States  Senator  from  Massachusetts. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
ask  unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  TAYLOR — Is  there  objection? 

(No  objection.) 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
was  astounded  to  find  that  same  or  a  similar  article 
in  a  Boston  Sunday  newspaper  yesterday — in  an 
estimable  journal  that  I  have  never  before  known 
to  publish  knowingly  anything  that  lacked  authen- 
ticity. Let  me  now  state  that  I,  like,  I  believe,  the 
rest  of  the  Democratic  membership  of  the  City 
Council,  heartily  indorse  the  candidacy  of  Senator 
David  I.  Walsh  in  his  campaign  for  re-election. 
I  feel  that  I  should  make  that  statement  in  view 
of  the  article  I  saw  in  that  paper  yesterday,  al- 
though I  do  not  feel  that  there  is  any  need  to  state 
on  this  floor  that  the  Democratic  members  of 
this  Council,  or  the  great  majority  of  them, 

Coun.  WARD— All  of  them. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— As  Councilor  Ward 
says,  all  of  them — favor  the  candidacy  of  Senator 
Walsh.  I  do  wish,  however,  to  state  here  publicly 
my  position,  that  I  heartily  support  the  re-election 
of  Senator  David  I.  Walsh  as  United  States  Senator 
for  Massachusetts. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous 
consent   to   make   a   statement. 

Chairman  TAYLOR — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  gentleman  may  proceed. 

(No  objection.) 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  since  the 
statement    that    has    been    referred    to  has  been 


brought  out  in  a  newspaper  in  this  city,  I  believe 
the  story  so  published  should  be  corrected.  I 
wish  to  say,  therefore,  that  I  am  working  for  and 
am  heartily  in  favor  of  the  re-election  of  United 
States  Senator  David  I.  Walsh,  and  I  want  my 
friends  throughout  my  own  district  and  through- 
out the  city  to  know  it. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman   TAYLOR — Is   there  any  objection? 

(No  objection.) 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  think  I 
should  repudiate  the  article  in  yesterday's  paper 
although  there  is  no  need  of  my  getting  up  here  and 
stating  so.  I  think  every  Democratic  member  of 
this  Body  feels  that  that  story  was  absolutely 
unwarranted,  and  that  all  the  Democratic  members 
are  heartily  in  favor  of  the  re-election  of  Senator 
Walsh  to  the  United  States  Senate.  Certainly 
everybody  who  read  the  article  in  that  newspaper 
knows  that,  as  far  as  Coffey  is  concerned,  he  has 
been  in  favor  right  along  of  the  re-election  of 
Senator  Walsh.  You  all  know  the  statement  I 
made  here  five  months  ago,  last  April,  when  I 
introduced  the  order  here  asking  that  a  Corporation 
Counsel  be  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by 
the  resignation  at  that  time  of  Henry  Parkman,  Jr. 
I  stated  then  that  the  job  was  being  held  up  for 
Parkman  after  he  was  hopelessly  defeated  for  the 
United  States  Senate.  So  I  think  I  made  my 
stand  clear  last  April. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  TAYLOR — Is  there  any  objection? 

(No  objection.) 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I,  too,  want 
to  go  on  record  as  favoring  the  candidacy  of  United 
States  Senator  David  I.  Walsh  for  re-election. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  TAYLOR — Is  there  any  objection? 

(No  objection.) 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I,  too,  feel  the 
same  as  my  colleagues  who  have  previously  spoken 
in  this  Body  today  in  regard  to  our  United  States 
Senator,  David  I.  Walsh.  I  do  not  really  have  to 
get  up  here  and  speak  on  the  matter,  because  for  the 
last  few  weeks  I  have  espoused  his  cause  through- 
out the  Commonwealth,  and  I  am  continuing  to 
do  so  throughout  our  city  and  elsewhere.  I  am 
heartily  for  David  I.  Walsh  in  his  campaign  for 
re-election  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  TAYLOR — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  gentleman  may  proceed. 

(No  objection.) 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  did  not  read  the 
article  that  has  been  referred  to,  but  I  want  to 
thank  the  gentleman  who  wrote  the  article  for 
writing  it.  I  think  he  has  done  more  good  to 
David  I.  Walsh  than  any  of  the  rest  of  us  could  do, 
in  showing  to  the  people  of  Boston  and  of  the  state 
that  the  Democratic  members  of  the  City  Council 
stand  unanimously  for  indorsement  of  David  I. 
Walsh  as  United  States  Senator. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON— Mr.  President,  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  TAYLOR — Is  there  any  objection? 

(No  objection.) 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON— Mr.  President,  I  want 
to  subscribe  to  the  words  of  my  Democratic  col- 
leagues in  indorsement  of  David  I.  Walsh  as 
United  States  Senator,  and  I  likewise  want  to 
make  it  clear  that  the  Democratic  members  of  the 
Boston  City  Council  also  indorse  President  Roose- 
velt, Vice  President  Wallace,  and  the  whole  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  from  top  to  bottom. 

Coun.  WICKES— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  TAYLOR — -Is  there  any  objection? 

(No  objection.) 

Coun.  WICKES— Mr.  President,  I,  too,  as  a 
Democratic  member  of  the  Council,  from  Ward  17, 
wish  to  say  at  this  time,  so  that  my  friends  and 
everybody  else  in  my  ward  and  in  the  City  of 
Boston  may  understand  it,  that  I  have  always 
as  a  Democrat  been  for  David  I  Walsh  and  that  I 
shall  continue  to  be  with  him  in  his  campaign  for 
re-election  as  Senator  of  the  United  States.  I 
am  at  his  service  now  and  on  Election  Day. 

Coun.  GOODE — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  TAYLOR — Is  there  any  objection? 

(No  objection.) 
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•Coun.  GOODE — Mr.  President,  in  order  that 
there  may  be  no  misunderstanding  as  to  my  posi- 
tion, I  favor  the  re-election  of  United  States 
Senator  David  I.  Walsh.  I  have  always  been  an 
admirer  of  Senator  Walsh,  have  always  held  him 
in  the  highest  esteem.  He  has  had  a  wonderful 
record,  and  I  heartily  indorse  his  re-election  to  the 
United  States  Senate. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  TAYLOR — Is  there  any  objection? 

(No  objection.) 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  also  want  to 
subscribe  to,  and  indorse  along  with  the  other 
Democratic  members  of  the  City  Council,  the 
candidacy  of  Senator  David  I.  Walsh  for  re- 
election to  the  United  States  Senate. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  I  also  wish 
to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  TAYLOR — Is  there  any  objection? 

(No  objection.) 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB — I  wish  to  go  on  record  as  a 
Democratic  member  of  the  City  Council,  like  my 
other  Democratic  colleagues,  in  favor  of  the  re- 
election of  Senator  David  I.  Walsh,  along  witli 
President  Roosevelt  and  the  entire  Democratic' 
state  and  national  ticket  from  top  to  bottom. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  think  this 
meeting  is  getting  to  be  irregular.  Our  purpose 
here  is  not  to  indulge  in  politics,  but  to  do  the 
business  of  the  city. 

Chairman  TAYLOR — Does  the  gentleman  wish 
to  make  a  statement? 

Coun.  CHASE— I  do,  Mr.  President.  I  object 
to  using  this  Body  as  a  sounding  board  for  politics. 

Coun.  GALVIN — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  TAYLOR — If  there  is  no  objection 
the  gentleman  may  proceed. 

(No  objection.) 

Coun.  GALVIN — Mr.  President,  as  a  Demo- 
cratic member  of  the  Body  I  also  want  to  indorse 
David  I.  Walsh  and  the  entire  Democratic  ticket 
in  the  coming  election. 

Coun.  LANGAN — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  TAYLOR — If  there  is  no  objection 
the  gentleman  may  proceed. 

(No  objection.) 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President  

Chairman  TAYLOR — For  what  purpose  docs  t  he 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  TAYLOR — Councilor  Langan  lias  I  lie 
Moor. 

Coun.  LANGAN— Mr.  President,  I  feel  thai  it  is 
almost  unnecessary  for  Democratic  members  of 
this  Body  to  rise  and  state,  in  view  of  the  article 
that  appeared  in  the  paper,  that  they  are  for  United 
States  Senator  David  I  Walsh  in  the  coming 
election,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  that  article 
stated  that  some  of  the  Democratic  members  are 
with  the  Republican  candidate  for  the  Senate. 
Still,  since  the  question  has  arisen  and  since  if  I 
did  not  get  up  there  might  be  an  inference  that.  I 
was  not  with  the  Democratic  candidate,  I  simply 
wish  to  state,  as  my  colleagues  have  done,  that  I 
am  in  favor  of  the  re-election  of  the  Democratic 
United  States  Senator,  David  I.  Walsh. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  TAYLOR — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  gentleman  may  proceed. 

(No   objection.) 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  think  this  Body 
has  gone  beyond  the  scope  of  its  original  purpose. 
We  are  here  today  for  the  purpose  of  passing  on 
purely  municipal  business.  I  did  not  previously 
object  and  ask  unanimous  consent  to  make  a 
statement,  realizing  that  certain  Democratic 
members  have  probably  been  embarrassed  by  what 
appeared  in  one  of  the  papers. 

Coun.  WARD — Mr.  President,  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man if  his  statement  relates  to  the  article  which 
appeared  yesterday  in  one  of  the  papers? 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  do  not  yield. 
I  did  not  rise  before,  because  I  realized  that  many 
members  of  the  Body  were  embarrassed  by  the 
statement  that  appeared  in  one  of  the  papers. 
Therefore,  I  did  not  object.  But  I  think  it  is 
entirely  unfair  for  this  Body  to  continue  in  the  way 
in  which  it  has  been  going,  using  the  Council 
Chamber  as  a  sounding  board  for  political  purposes. 
Our  sole  and  only  purpose  in  gathering  here  is  to 
pass  on  municipal  business.  I  trust  that  the 
gentlemen  here  will    recognize  that  fact  and  wilt 


no  longer  participate  in  this  political  debate, 
because  it  is  very  embarrassing  to  many  people, 
especially  to  myself,  and  I  feel  that  it  is  highly 
improper.  Again  I  want  to  reiterate  that  my  only 
reason  for  permitting  these  gentlemen  to  get  up 
and  talk  on  this  matter  was  because  I  recognized 
the  fact  that  they  were  embarrassed  by  a  certain 
article  in  one  of  the  papers,  but  you  are  going  far 
beyond  the  bounds  of  our  legitimate  business,  and  I 
pray  that  you  will  get  back  to  municipal  business, 
and  stop  talking  politics. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  TAYLOR — Is  there  any  objection? 

(No  objection.) 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  want 
to  agree  with  the  other  Democratic  members  of  the 
Council,  stating  that  I  am  wholeheartedly  in  favor 
of  the  re-election  of  Senator  David  I.  Walsh. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  TAYLOR — Is  there  any  objection'1 

(No  objection.) 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President.  I  favor  the 
re-election  to  the  United  States  Senate  of  David  1. 
Walsh,  and  will  vote  for  him. 


CALLS    FOR    SUBSTITUTE   TEACHERS. 

Coun.   KELLY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  confer 
with  the  members  of  the  Boston  School  Committee 
relative  to  the  advisability  of  changing  the  present 
ruling  of  the  Committee  whereby  substitute 
teachers,  instead  of  awaiting  calls  at  home  for 
work,  will  be  allowed  to  go  to  the  School  Com- 
mittee rooms  for  same  as  they  formerly  did. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  want  to  bring 
to  your  attention  sometlung  of  importance  that 
lias  done  injury  to  many  of  our  public  school 
teachers.  These  are  qualified  and  well-recom- 
mended teachers  with  the  experience  of  the 
lower  and  the  higher  grades  and  have  demon- 
strated their  ability  before  the  headmasters  and 
superintendents  in  the  Boston  public  schools 
already  with  confidence  of  all  concerned.  Many 
are  on  permanent  lists,  some  are  on  substitute 
lists.  In  previous  years  the  unemployed  teachers 
went  to  the  School  Committee  rooms  each  morn- 
ing looking  for  work,  and  this  was  a  very  satis- 
factory procedure,  as  each  teacher  was  able  to 
keep  tabs  on  what  was  going  on  and  if  calls  came 
in  they  all  knew  what  was  going  on.  Recently 
the  rules  of  getting  employment  were  changed 
and  an  order  restricting  the  teachers  calling  at  the 
School  Committee  rooms  was  accepted  by  the 
Commit  tee  in  session  and  it  became  a  law  that 
the  teachers  would  be  notified  by  telephone  each 
morning  between  the  hours  of  eight  and  nine 
o'clock.  If  favoritism  did  not  prevail,  this  law 
might  be  all  right  but,  on  the  contrary,  there  Ls  a 
great  possibility  of  favoritism  in  the  handling  of 
these  calls,  and  work  belonging  to  one  person  can 
very  easily  be  given  to  another,  which  Ls  breaking 
the  rule,  and  it  is  only  by  accident  that  this  can 
be  discovered.  Now.  Mr.  President,  these  are 
hard  times  and  no  person  should  be  deprived 
of  work  when,  by  law  and  by  the  list  of  the  School 
Committee  an  individual  teacher  because  of  his 
or  her  standing  on  the  list  is  entitled  to  that 
work,  be  it  for  a  long  or  a  short  period. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CHARITABLE      POST-SEASON     FOOTBALL 
GAME. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  confer  with  the  Harvard  and  Boston 
College  Athletic  Associations  with  a  view  to 
arranging  for  a  charitable  post-season  football 
game  between  the  teams  representing  these  two 
colleges  at  the  Harvard  Stadium,  the  proceeds 
of  this  game  to  be  used  for  the  Special  Nursing 
Fund  at  the  City  Hospital  and  for  Welfare  Depart- 
ment requirements. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  the  reason 
why  I  have  presented  this  order  is  that,  as  I 
understand  from  Doctor  Manary  of  the  Boston 
City  Hospital,  the  special  nursing  fund  has  run 
out.  I  believe  if  we  could  get  these  two  great 
universities  to  agree  to  a  post-season  football 
game,    it    would   supply    a    considerable   amount 
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for  this  fund  and  also  possibly  for  Welfare  Depart- 
ment requirements.  The  result  would  be  the 
furnishing  of  much  needed  money  for  this  special 
nursing  fund  at  the  City  Hospital  and,  possibly, 
as  I  say,  also  add  to  the  Welfare  Department  need. 
I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of    the 
rule. 


REMOVAL    OF   -QAR    TRACKS,     NORFOLK 
STREET. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  be  requested,  through 
bis  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  have  the  car  tracks  on 
Norfolk  street,  at  Codman  square  junction, 
removed. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ENDORSEMENT  OF  DEMOCRATIC  TICKET- 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Democratic  members  of  the 
Boston  City  Council  go  on  record  as  favoring  the 
election  of  President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt, 
Senator  David  I.  Walsh,  Attorney-General  Paul  A. 
Dever  and  the  entire  Democratic  ticket. 

Chairman  TAYLOR — The  Chair  rules  the  order 
out  of  order. 


RESURFACING   OF   WARD    17    STREETS. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  pavement  the  following- 
named  streets  in  Ward  17  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan 
of  construction:  Whitfield  street,  Thane  street, 
Southern  avenue,  from  Washington  street  to 
Talbot  avenue. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING   OF   WARD    18   STREETS. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  with  smooth  paving  the  following 
streets  in  Ward  18,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of 
construction: 

Hopewellstreet,  Winborough  street,  Laval  street, 
Coronado  street,  Belnel  street,  Third  New  way, 
Brockton  street,  Rockingham  street,  Sprague 
street,  Lexington  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.20  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  RUSSO,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  at 
3.55  p.  m.,  and  were  called  to  order  by  Coun. 
TAYLOR. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive"  Committee' 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  October  21)  for  sale  to  Housing  Authority 
of  fire  house  and  land  on  Monument  street,  Charles- 
town  —  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  given  its  first  read- 
ing and  passage,  yeas  16,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  second  reading  and 
passage  in  not  less  than  fourteen  days. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  today)  for  transfers  within  departmental 
appropriations  —  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  orders  passed,  yeas  10, 
nays,  0. 

3.  Rjport  en  message  of  Mayor  uiJ  cr:lir 
(referred  today)  accepting  lease  of  land  in  Mission 
Hill  section  for  ten  years  from  Boston  Society  of 
Redemptorist  Fathers  for  playground  purposes  — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  acceptance  of  the  order. 


Coun.  CAREY— Mr.  President,  I  think  the 
opportunity  should  not  be  allowed  to  pass  of 
expressing  a  public  word  of  commendation  to  the 
Reverend  Father  Conway,  the  head  of  the  Mission 
Church  and  of  the  Redemptorist  Fathers  in  Boston, 
for  the  very  generous  offer  to  the  city  of  this  land 
for  playground  purposes.  I  feel  also  that  a  word 
of  commendation  should  be  said  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  for  his  action  in  promptly  submitting  the 
order  of  acceptance  to  the  Council  for  approval. 
I  believe  further  that  a  word  of  thanks  should  be 
expressed  to  my  colleagues  of  the  City  Council 
for  their  acceptance  of  the  land.  Through  the 
action  of  the  church  authorities,  the  Reverend 
Father  Conway,  his  Honor  Mayor  Tobin  and  the 
members  of  the  City  Council,  the  children  of  that 
immediate  vicinity  are  going  to  have  something 
that  has  been  necessary  there  for  a  long  time.  We 
have  a  greater  scarcity  of  good  playground  facilities 
in  that  immediate  area  than  in  practically  any 
section  of  the  city,  and  with  the  proposed  housing 
project  and  other  activities  the  congestion  is 
going  to  be  much  greater.  I  think  it  was  a  very 
fine  thing  that  this  offer  was  made  by  the  Mission 
Church,  and  I  feel  that  if  we  had  more  such  offers 
in  different  parts  of  the  City  of  Boston,  children  in 
congested  neighborhoods  would  have  more  nearly 
what  they  are  entitled  to  in  the  way  of  playground 
facilities.  There  are  now  too  few  such  facilities 
in  many  parts  of  our  city.  I  trust  also  that  upon 
the  acceptance  of  this  land  the  Mayor  and  the 
Park  Commissioner  will  take  immediate  action 
to  place  the  land  in  such  condition  that  it  can  be 
used,  so  that  the  children  may,  as  soon  as  possible, 
derive  the  benefits  arising  from  this  gift,  which  will 
have  been  made  available  to  the  children  by  the 
action  of  Father  Conway,  Mayor  Tobin,  and  the 
gentlemen  of  the  City  Council. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  16,  nays  0. 

4.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  sale  of  land  on  Chestnut  Hill 
avenue,  Brighton,  to  Temple  B'nai  Moshe — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted. 

Coun.  COFpEY — Mr.  President,  I  now  move 
that  that  order  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Coun.  WARD— Mr.  President,  I  think  that . 
m  jtion  is  out  of  order. 

Chairman  TAYLOR — The  motion  is  in  order. 

Coun.  WARD — Mr.  President,  I  see  no  reason 
for  again  referring  it  to  the  committee  after  the 
order  has  been  reported  by  the  committee,  and  has 
been  favorably  acted  upon.  I  see  no  reason  why  it 
should  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  under  the  circumstances. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr., -President,  the  reason 
why  I  made  the  motion  is  because  of  the  usual 
procedure,  that  all  motions  and  orders  of  this  kind 
should  first  go  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
Therefore,  I  hope  that  will  be  done. 

Coun.  WARD — Where  matters  relate  to  re- 
ligious organizations,  it  is  customary  to  consider 
them  in  executive  session  and  then  to  act  upon 
them. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  I  must  insist 
upon  my  motion,  and  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  was  lost,  yeas  2,  nays  1 1  : 

Yeas— Coun.  Coffey,  D.  F.  Sullivan— 2. 

Nays — Coun.  Carey,  Fish,  Goode,  Gottlieb, 
Hutchinson,  Kelly,  Linehan,  Lyons,  M.  H.  Sulli- 
van, Taylor,  Ward — 11. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

Coun.  RUSSO,  forthe  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

I  Report,  in  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  .Tnne  3)  for  sale  of  land  on  North  Grove 
street  to  Massachusetts  General  Hospital — that 
same  ought    to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  ordei 

Coun  COFFEY-  Mr.  President,  it  my  memory 
serves  me  right,  sometime  ago  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  Board  of  Trustees  offered  in  the 
vicinity  of  $150,000  for,  I  imagine,  tins  same  parcel 
of  land.  Therefore.  1  wish  to  go  on  record  as  not 
favoring  the  transfer  at  this  particular  tunc. 
without  further  information  in  regard  to  the  mattei 
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Coun.  HUTCHINS— Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
the  matter  lie  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  carried. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  February  5)  for  sale  of  land  on  Old  Centre 
street  to  Lillian  Layden — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  information.  Does  it  say  how  much  land  is 
contained  in  that  lot? 

Chairman  TAYLOR — 4,568  square  feet. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
this  order  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Chairman  TAYLOR — It  came  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Coun.  LYONS— Mr.  President,  the  Street  Com- 
missioners took  some  action  on  this  matter,  and  as 
I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  inquire  into  it  I 
would  like  to  have  it  laid  on  the  table. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   CLAIMS. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Joseph  P.  Donnelly 
(referred  September  9)  to  be  reimbursed  for 
amount  of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  truck  belonging 
to  Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works  Department — 
recommending  passage  of  accompanying  order, 
viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seventeen  dollars  and 
twenty  cents  ($17.20)  he  allowed  and  paid  to 
Joseph  P.  Donnelly  in  reimbursement  for  amount 
of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  truck  belonging  to  the 
Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works  Depart  men! . 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;    said  order  passed 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Thomas  F.  O'Mally 
(referred  September  9)  to  be  reimbursed  for 
amount  of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging 
to  Traffic  Department — recommending  passage 
of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  thirteen  dollars  and 
twenty  cents  (S13.20)  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Thomas  F.  O'Mally,  in  reimbursement  for  amount 
of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of 
his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging 
to  the  Traffic  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


EXPANSION   OF   FOOD   STAMP    PLAN. 

Coun.  GOODE  and  HURLEY  offered  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  be  re- 
quested to  confer  with  Milo  Perkins,  Chief  of 
Surplus  Commodities,  for  the  purpose  of  expanding 
the  Food  Stamp  Plan  in  Boston  to  include  persons 
not  only  receiving  welfare  aid,  but  old  ase  assist- 
ance, mothers'  aid  and  also  those  living  on  small 
pensions. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LOW-COST    SUBSIDIZED    HOUSING    PLAN. 

Coun.  GOODE  and  HURLEY  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  officials  of  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  (he 
Mayor,  to  confer  with  the  National  Housing 
Administration  to  consider  a  low-cost  subsidized 
housing  plan  which  will  benefit  persons  receiving 
welfare  aid,  old  age  assistance,  mothers'  aid,  and 
also  those  living  on  a  small  pittance  from  pensions. 

Coun.  GOODE — Mr.  President,  there  is  a  very 
close  affinity  between  these  two  orders  which  I 
have  submitted  to  the  City  Council  today.  It 
has  been  brought  to  my  attention  that  a  large 
percentage  of  those  living  in  the  present  housing 
units,  and  who  are  obliged  to  move,  are  persons 
receiving  welfare,  old  age  assistance,  or  mothers' 
aid.  Many  others  are  living  on  small  pensions. 
Although  I  am  aware  of  the  splendid  work  being 
done  by  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  to  help 


relocate  these  people,  I  believe  that  some  plan 
should  be  worked  out  by  the  National  Housing 
Authority  along  the  lines  of  low-rent  apartment 
rooms,  at  rental  charge,  not  more  than  that  now 
paid  by  these  people.  This  humanitarian  effort 
should  be  made  at  this  time  because  people  who 
benefit  by  the  Food  Stamp  Plan  can  save  enough 
extra  money  with  which  to  enable  them  to  pay 
for  rooms  in  a  housing  site  of  this  kind. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON— Mr.  President,  I  have 
an  idea  that  the  Housing  Authority  has  plans  to 
take  care  of  cases  on  relief,  those  receiving  welfare 
aid,  old  age  assistance,  mothers'  aid,  and  so  on, 
cases  where  the  income  is,  say,  S14,  $17  and  S21  a 
week. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— I  might  add.  for  the  benefit 
of  the  councilor  from  Ward  18  (Coun.  Goode), 
t  hat  already  at  Old  Harbor  Village  they  have 
tenants  who  are  on  W.  P.  A.,  and  I  understand 
are  starting  with  old  age  assistance  and  dependent 
cases.  I  think  those  things  are  being  taken  into 
consideration,  and  that  the  next  housing  project 
in  Boston  will  get  down  to  welfare  cases.  I  under- 
stand that  they  are  going  to  be  admitted  to  the 
new  South  Boston  site. 

Coun.  GOODE — I  am  glad  to  hear  that  old  age 
assistance  and  mothers'  aid  cases  are  being  con- 
sidered. I  still  trust  that  this  order  will  be  passed, 
and  that  such  cases  as  are  referred  to  in  the  order 
will  be  given  proper  consideration. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  move  that  when 
we  adjourn  today  it  be  to  meet  on  Mondav,  Novem- 
ber 18. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Why  is  that? 

Chairman  TAYLOR  —  Next  Monday  is  the  day 
before  election,  and  the  following  Monday  is 
Armistice  Dav. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Well.  I  don't  think  it  Is 
necessary  to  adjourn  for  three  weeks.  I  believe 
it  is  sufficient  to  adjourn  for  two  «eeks  and  one 
day,  meeting  on  the  Tuesday  following  Armistice 
Day.  If  we  are  going  to  adjourn  for  three  weeks, 
we  might  as  well  adjourn  for  six  months. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  Chairman.  I  would  certainly 
object  to  adjourning  for  six  months. 

Coun.  WARD — If  any  necessity  for  a  meeting 
arises  in  the  meantime,  the  President  can  call  a 
meeting  of  the  City  Council.  Armistice  Day  is 
November  11.     We  certainlv  cannot  meet  then. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Well.  I  certainly  hope  that 
the  motion  to  adjourn  for  three  weeks  will  not 
prevail,  and  if  that  is  defeated,  I  will  then  move 
that  we  meet  two  weeks  from  next  Tuesday,  on 
November  12. 

Coun.  Fish's  motion  to  adjourn  for  three  weeks 
was  declared  carried. 

Coun.  COFFEY  doubted  the  vote,  and  asked 
for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  motion  was  carried, 
yea*  1 1,  nays  ti: 

Yeas — Coun.  Fish,  Goode,  Gottlieb,  Hutchinson, 
Kelly,  Langan.  Lyons,  Scannell,  D.  F.  Sullivan, 
Taylor,  Ward— 11. 

Mays — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Coffey,  Linehan, 
Russo,   M.  H.  Sullivan — 6. 


SALE    OF     MILK    IN    BOSTON     SCHOOLS. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  confer  with  the  members  of  the  Boston  School 
Committee  to  request  them  to  consider  the  ad- 
visability of  undertaking  full  supervision  of  the 
sale  of  milk  and  milk  products  in  the  Boston 
schools. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  the 
reason  why  I  make  this  request  that  the  School 
Committee  consider  the  advisability  of  under- 
taking entire  supervision  of  the  sale  of  milk  and 
milk  products  in  the  Boston  schools  is  because  here 
I  have  a  communication  from  one  of  Boston's 
largest  milk  companies  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
and  I  have  authentic  information  at  the  present 
time  that  there  is  some  milk  being  sold  to  the 
Boston  schools  that  is  not  whole  milk,  but  is 
labeled  "skim  milk"  and  is  what  is  called  "choco- 
late pep,"  containing  but  2  per  cent  butter  fat. 
That  is  not  sold  in  accordance  with  the  specifica- 
tions of  the  contract  entered  into  by  the  School 
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Committee  through  its  business  manager,  Mr. 
Alexander  Sullivan,  which  provides  for  whole 
milk,  which  contains  a  minimum  of  4  per  cent 
butter  fat.  But  there  are  certain  schools  which 
are  supplied  with  this  so-called  chocolate  milk 
2  per  cent  butter  fat — for  example,  the  Lowell 
Mason  School,  on  Cummins  Highway,  Mattapan, 
and  the  High  School  of  Practical  Arts,  on  Green- 
ville street,  Roxbury.  Those  are  at  least  two 
schools  which  are  thus  supplied,  and  I  understand 
that  there  are  some  others.  This,  however,  is 
not  in  accordance  with  the  contract  entered  into 
by  the  School  Committee,  but  I  understand  that 
it  is  done  through  some  of  the  teachers  or  officials 
in  some  of  the  local  schools.  Frank  Mott,  the  milk 
inspector  of  the  Health  Department,  informs  me 
that  it  is  not  proper  to  sell  milk  as  whole  milk 
which  contains  less  than  3.35  per  cent  of  butter 
fat,  and  that  Grade  A  milk  contains  4  per  cent  of 
butter  fat.  But  the  children  in  the  Boston  schools 
are  in  some  cases — and  this  is  not  the  fault  of  the 
School  Committee  or  of  Business  Manager"  Sulli- 
van— getting  milk  containing  but  2  per  cent 
butter  fat.  Mr.  Mott  also  informs  me  that  the 
chocolate  milk,  containing  2  per  cent  butter  fat, 
does  not  contain  the  equivalent  additional  food 
value  of  the  4  per  cent  in  whole  milk,  and  Doctor 
Keenan  of  the  School  Committee  informs  me  that 
the  milk  furnished  in  all  the  schools  should  be 
whole  milk  and  should  contain — and  this  is  the 
intention  of  the  School  Committee — 4  per  cent 
butter  fat.  Doctor  Keenan  is  also  of  the  opinion 
that  the  skim  milk  I  have  referred  to,  furnished  in 
certain  schools,  the  so-called  chocolate  milk,  does 
not  contain  the  proper  food  value  for  the  smaller 
children  in  the  schools.  As  I  have  said,  the  School 
Committee  are  not  to  blame,  because  their  cafe- 
teria contract  calls  for  whole  milk  with  4  per  cent 
butter  fat,  and  that  is  the  understanding  that 
Alexander  Sullivan,  Business  Manager  of  the 
School  Committee,  has  of  the  kind  of  milk  that 
should  be  furnished.  So  where  this  2  per  cent 
skim  milk  is  furnished  in  certain  schools,  it  is  not 
with  the  authority  of  the  School  Committee  or 
of  its  Business  Manager,  it  being  their  under- 
standing that  nothing  but  whole  milk  with  4  per 
cent  butter  fat  shall  be  furnished.  Where  it  is 
done,  it  is  done  by  teachers  or  officials  in  some  of 
the  local  schools.  Therefore,  I  feel  that  the  Mayor 
should  confer  with  the  members  of  the  School 
Committee  and  request  them  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  undertaking  full  supervision  of 
the  sale  of  milk  and  milk  products  in  the  Boston 
schools.  I  think  the  mothers  of  our  city  demand 
that  their  children  shall  be  given  milk  with  the 
full  food  value,  and  not  the  so-called  chocolate 
milk,  a  skim  milk  with  but  2  per  cent  butter  fat, 
the  food  value  of  which  is  not  made  up  by  the 
chocolate.  Skim  milk  sells  for  five  cents  a  bottle, 
and  where  this  2  per  cent  butter  fat  in  skim  milk 
is  furnished  at  cafeterias  the  children  are  not 
getting  the  milk  to  which  they  are  entitled  and 
which  they  should  have  to  maintain  their  health. 
I  repeat,  therefore,  that  I  believe  the  School 
Committee  should  undertake  full  supervision  of  the 
sale  of  milk  and  milk  products  in  the  Boston  schools, 
and  prevent  this  sort  of  thing  in  any  school,  in  the 
interest  of  our  children. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PREFERENCE  TO  MASSACHUSETTS 
CITIZENS. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  contract  awarded  by  the  Federal 
Government  for  the  building  of  millions  of  dollars 
worth  of  soldiers'  barracks  on  Cape  Cod  was 
awarded  to  an  Iowa  contractor;  and 

Whereas,  The  Iowa  contractor  has  brought  into 
this  state  thousands  of  non-residents  who  were 
employed  in  preference  to  citizens  of  this  state;  and 

Whereas,  Thousands  of  Boston  citizens  sought 
employment  from  this  contractor  and  were  denied 
work;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Massachusetts  United 
States  Senators  and  Congressmen  are  hereby 
urged  to  do  everything  in  their  power  to  see  that 
this  contractor  gives  preference  to  Massachusetts 
citizens  and  that  in  the  future  Massachusetts 
contractors  will  be  selected;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  this  resolution  be 
sent  to  each  Massachusetts  Congressman  and 
Senator. 


Coun.  CHASE! — Mr.  President,  I  have  had  a 
number  of  my  constituents  approach  me  during 
the  past  week  and  tell  me  very  sad  tales  of  their 
efforts  to  attempt  to  get  work  on  the  building  of 
the  soldiers'  barracks  on  Cape  Cod.  One  man 
had  been  out  of  work  for  four  years,  and  hitch- 
hiked to  the  scene  of  operations.  He  arrived 
penniless.  He  had  worked  for  years  at  his  trade, 
was  a  man  well  qualified  to  act  as  a  carpenter, 
and  was  willing  to  do  any  type  of  work;  a  young 
man  recently  called  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment to  register  and  prepare  to  be  drafted  into 
the  service  of  the  American  army,  to  defend  our 
shores  or  to  do  whatever  duty  should  be  assigned 
to  him.  He  is  a  young  man  willing  and  glad  to 
do  anything  his  country  requires,  and  yet  this 
young  man,  and  others,  who  will  be  called  upon 
at  any  moment  to  defend  this  country,  are  denied 
an  opportunity  to  get  work  on  projects  of  this  kind, 
projects  coming  exclusively  within  the  province 
of  the  Government.  I  am  particularly  annoyed 
by  this.  It  is  a  sad  state  of  affairs  when  funds 
set  apart  by  our  Government  are  so  used  that 
Massachusetts  men  and  Boston  men  who  are 
willing  to  work  for  their  money,  and  who  need 
the  work,  are  denied  the  right  to  go  to  work, 
because  of  some  unusual  hook-up.  This  work  is 
awarded  to  a  contractor  from  outside  of  our 
state,  from  Iowa,  and  he  has  brought  into  the 
state  thousands  of  non-residents  who  have  been 
employed  in  preference  to  our  own  citizens.  I 
sincerely  trust  that  our  Massachusetts  United 
States  Senators  and  Congressmen  will  take  this 
matter  up,  and  will  do  everything  in  their  power 
to  have  the  thing  rectified,  endeavoring  to  see 
that  in  the  future  Massachusetts  contractors 
are  selected  for  work  of  this  kind  and  that  prefer- 
ence on  the  work  is  given  to  Massachusetts  citizens. 
Our  young  men  are  being  drafted  into  the  army, 
and  yet  those  same  young  men  are  not  given  the 
privilege  of  going  to  work  on  Government  projects. 
It  is  a  shame  that  they  are  so  denied,  when  there 
are  thousands  of  men  throughout  the  state  willing 
to  work  and  who  are  denied  the  opportunity. 
What  kind  of  a  condition  is  this? 

The  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Rules. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  request 
suspension  of  the  rule,  for  passage  of  the  resolutions. 

Chairman  TAYLOR— The  President  has  a 
right  and  it  is  his  duty,  under  the  rules,  to  refer 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Rules.  Therefore,  he  has 
made  that  reference. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement.  I  realize  that  you 
are  handicapped  in  this  jnatter  by  parliamentary 
rules,  and  that  you  have  acted  in  accordance 
with  the  rules.  Nevertheless,  this  is  a  matter 
which  is  very  important  and  upon  which  some 
action  should  be  taken.  I  know  that  each  and 
every  member  of  the  Body  will  agree  with  me 
in  saying  that  this  condition  should  be  remedied. 
Therefore,  I  call  upon  the  Body  to  support  me  in 
my  resolutions  and  to  pass  them. 

Chairman  TAYLOR — The  motion  is  out  of 
order. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  TAYLOR — Is  there  any  objection? 

(No  objection.) 

Coun.  COFFEY— Upon, this  order  offered  by 
the  councilor  from  the  Back  Bay  I  want  to  say 
simply  this,  in  all  fairness  to  those  in  authority 
in  the  camp.  What  those  in  charge  of  the  camp 
have  done  in  taking  some  of  the  men  looking  for 
employment  off  my  shoulders  has  been  a  godsend, 
something  that  I  have  been  looking  forward  to 
for  several  months.  I  can  say  that  I  have  sent 
thirty-five  men  to  the  camp,  and  that  twenty- 
three  have  been  hired.  I  sent  last  week  six  men, 
and  those  six  were  hired.  They  are  men  who 
have  had  experience  as  carpenters,  and  they  have 
been  able  to  earn  a  little  money  to  support  them- 
selves and  their  families.  Some  of  them  have 
worked  at  Camp  Devens,  and  there  has  been 
practically  no  difficulty  in  their  getting  employ- 
ment, as  long  as  their  dues  were  paid,  and  if  they 
were  not  paid,  $25  was  taken  off  each  week's  pay. 
I  understand  that  they  have  to  pay  $75  to  the 
union,  and  where  they  are  transferred  from  one 
city  to  another,  $50.  So  I  merely  want  to  say 
that  I  am  contented  with  what  has  been  done  for 
the  men  that  I  have  sent  there. 


3W7 


CITY     COUNCIJL. 


CONSTRUCTION    OF    WARD    7    STREETS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  the  following  street;-'  in  Ward 
7  as  public  highways,  under  the  \V.  P.  A.  plan  of 
construction:  Von  Hillern  street,  Columbia  street. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALKS  ON  EAST  SEVENTH  STREET, 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  granolithic  sidewalks,  to  replace  the 
present  brick  sidewalks,  on  East  Seventh  street, 
between  L  and  M  streets,  Ward  7,  as  a  \V.  I'.  A. 
project. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WARD  G  IMPROVEMENTS. 
Coun.  SCAXN'ELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  pavement  H  street.  Ward  6, 
from  Fifth  to  Second  streets,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
plan  of  construction. 

Ordered,  That,  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
in-tall  granolithic  sidewalks  on  Emerson  street, 
Ward  0.  from  Dorchester  street  to  M  street,  under 
ilic  \Y.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  HUTCHINSON, 
:it  4.4o  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  November  18, 
1(140.  at  2  p.  m. 
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SPECIAL  MEETING. 

Thursday,    November    7,    1940. 

Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  called  by  request 
of  the  courts,  to  draw  jurors.  President 
GALVIN   in  the  chair,   and  a  quorum  present. 

Jurors  were  drawn  under  the  law,  Coun. 
LANGAN  presiding  at  the  jury  box  in  the 
absence   of    the   Mayor,    as    follows : 

One  hundred  twenty-seven  traverse  jurors, 
Superior  Civil  Court,  to  appear  December  2, 
1940  : 

Albert  A.  Adams,  Ward  1  ;  Leo  C.  Aiken, 
Ward  1  ;  Clarence  P.  Ford,  Ward  1 ;  Antone 
G.   Francis,  Jr.,   Ward   1  ;   John  Guidara,   Ward 

1  •  Winthrop  Johnson,  Ward  1  ;  William  R. 
Landrigan,  Ward  1  ;  Charles  J.  McCarthy. 
Ward  1:  Wilfred  E.  McGrath,  Ward  1; 
Sylvester  J.  Mclsaac,  Ward  1  ;  Leo  F. 
Baldwin,    Ward   2 ;    Joseph    L.    Callahan,   Ward 

2  ;  George  W.  Crawford,  Ward  2  ;  William  F. 
Dunn,  Ward  2 ;  Arthur  B.  Harrington,  Ward 
2 ;  Leo  X.  Sullivan,  Ward  2  ;  Harry  Cohen, 
Ward  3  ;  Morris  Krim,  Ward  3  ;  William  G. 
Murdock,  Ward  3 ;  John  J.  Pyne,  Ward  3 ; 
Vincent  Ranauro,  Ward  3  ;  John  Raso,  Ward 
3 ;  John  Shea,  Ward  3 :  Raymond  Spinney, 
Ward  3 ;  George  W.  Wallace,  Ward  3  ;  John 
A.  McLaren,  Ward  4 ;  Allan  S.  Murray, 
Ward  4 ;  James  Rogan,  Ward  4 ;  William 
Stripp,  Ward  4 ;  Everett  W.  Wallaster,  Ward 
4 :  John  W.  Clarke,  Ward  5 ;  Charles  Town- 
send,  Ward  5 :  Edward  G.  Cullinane,  Ward 
6 ;  John  J.  Delaney,  Jr.,  Ward  6 ;  Viricent 
J.  Guilfoyle,  Ward  C ;  Francis  L.  Lynch, 
Ward  6  ;  Patrick  J.  Connelly,  Ward  7  ;  George 
F.  Eggers,  Ward  7  ;  William  J.  Foley,  Ward  7  ; 
John  J.  Hayes,  Ward  7  ;  James  J.  Mellon, 
Ward  7 ;  George  E.  Norander,  Ward  7 ; 
Charles  R.  Roche,  Ward  7  ;  John  J.  Rouse, 
Ward  7 ;  John  Van  Moortel,  Ward  7 ;  Ernest 
C.  Wellhrock,  Ward  7 ;  ■  Frank  McDonough, 
Ward  8 ;  Thomas  J.  Morehouse,  Ward  8 ; 
Leo  G.  Brennan,  Ward  10  ;  Harold  J.  Callahan, 
Ward  10 ;  Daniel  Francis  Carey,  Ward  10 ; 
Thomas  Desmond,  Ward  10 ;  Francis  Joseph 
O'Rourke,  Ward  10 ;  Philip  F.  English,  Ward 
11  ;   Daniel   J.    Fay,   Ward    11  ;   John  J.   Nixon, 

Ward  11;  Michael  W.  Powers,  Ward  11; 
Herman  Stegtman,  Ward  11  ;  Irving  L. 
Greenough,  Ward  12  ;  John  J.  Egan,  Ward 
13  ;  James  Gillow,  Ward  13  ;  James  Patrick 
Keaveney,  Ward  13  ;  James  S.  Lumbert,  Ward 
13;  Peter  F.  Lynch,  Ward  13;  Frederick 
McKeon,  Ward  13 ;  John  H.  Quigley,  Ward 
13;  Louis  Arvedon,  Ward  14;  Samuel  Berma.n, 
Ward  14;  Abraham  Bomstain,  Ward  14; 
Frederick  D.  Dudley,  Ward  14 ;  Isadore 
Green,  Ward  14 ;  Joseph  B.  Herman,  Ward 
14;  Louis  Shulman,  Ward  14;  Harry  S. 
Titlebaum,  Ward  14 ;  Francis  J.  "Lally,  Ward 
15 ;  Daniel  J.  McDonald.  Ward  15 ;  Patrick 
T.  Ridge,  Ward  15;  William  J.  Wilson,  Ward 
15 ;  Charles  G.  Bell,  Ward  16 ;  Francis  D. 
McGrath,  Ward  16;  William  R.  Cogswell, 
Ward  17 ;  Frederick  V.  Hagsberg,  Ward  17  ; 
Theodore  M.  Haines,  Ward  17  ;  Bert  Jameson, 
Ward  17 ;  Gustav  H.  Larsen,  Ward  17  ; 
Daniel  J.  Lee,  Ward  17 ;  Benjamin  Peterp, 
Ward  17  ;  Francis  X.  Roche,  Ward  17  ;  Harold 
C.  Chase,  Ward  IS ;  George  H.  Clough,  Ward 
18;  Wallace  F.  McElhinney,  Ward  18;  Sidney 
C.  Nickerson,  Ward  18 ;  John  D.  L.  Sullivan, 
Ward  18  ;  Richard  A.  Walsh,  Ward  18  ;  Francis 
Durham,  Ward  19  ;  Edward  W.  Goodearl, 
Ward  19  ;  Thomas  S.  King,  Ward  19  ;  William 
J.  McDonald,  Ward  19 ;  Joseph  Milano,  Ward 
19  ;  J.  Warren  Mooney,  Ward  19  ;  Bartholomew 
J.      O'Brien,      Ward      19 ;      John      E.      Sexton, 


Ward  19  ;  Herbert  E.  Wiese,  Ward  19  ;  Daniel 
J.  Devlin,  Ward  20 ;  John  L.  Fenton,  Ward 
20 ;  Charles  E.  Hildebrand,  Ward  20 ;  Arthur 
W.  Grinnell,  Ward  20 ;  Samuel  J.  Johnson, 
Ward  20  ;  Walter  H.  Long,  Ward  20  ;  Eugene 
H.  McLaughlin,  Ward  20  ;  John  R.  McLaughlin, 
Ward  20 ;  Edward  Morley,  Ward  20 ;  John  J. 
Ryan,  Ward  20 ;  Joseph  Ryan,  Ward  20 ; 
Leonard  J.  Scanlon,  Ward  20 ;  Patrick  J. 
Welsh,  Ward  20  ;  William  D.  Wise,  Ward  20  ; 
John  J.  Cassidy,  Ward  21 ;  Arthur  D.  Smith, 
Ward   21 ;   Arthur   Springer,   Ward   21 ;   Samuel 

B.  Welsenfeld,  Ward  21 ;  John  Buchanan, 
Ward  22  ;  Bernard  J.  Hurley,  Ward  22  ; 
Edward  E.  Lawson,  Ward  22 ;  Andrew  W. 
Pollock,  Ward  22  ;  Patrick  J.  Reilly,  Ward 
22  ;   Thomas  D.   Reino,   Ward  22. 

One  hundred  and  two  traverse  jurors, 
Superior  Criminal  Court,  to  appear  December 
2,   1940: 

William  D.  Allie,  Ward  1 ;  William  L.  iCooney, 
Ward  1  ;  Andrew  J.  Crotty,  Ward  1  ;  Alfred 
A.  Deveau,  Ward  1  ;  Albert  F.  Keleher,  Ward 
1  ;  Edward  F.  Lally,  Ward  1 ;  Salvatore 
Marotta,  Ward  1  ;  Anthony  W.  Nalen,  Ward  1  ; 
Joseph  A.  Vitale,  Ward  1  ;  Olof  A.  Wingard, 
Ward  1  ;  Ralph  Zampitella,  Ward  1 ;  Leo 
Carey,  Ward  2 ;  William  J.  Green,  Ward  2 ; 
Francis  L.  Kane,  Ward  2  ;  Carmine  F.  Ciriello, 
Ward  3 ;  Edmond  M.  Daly,  Ward  3 ;  Frank 
DiGregorio,  Ward  3  ;  Sebastian  Gianino,  Ward 
3 ;  Edward  J.  M'cGa'han,  Ward  3 ;  George 
Nazzaro,  Ward  3 ;  Victor  Rudom,  Ward  3 ; 
Charles  Veneziano,  Ward  3 ;  Harry  Louis 
Zolov,  Ward  3  ;  Samuel  E.  Abbott,  Ward  4 ; 
David  J.  Gillis,  Ward  4 ;  William  E.  Baker, 
Ward  5:  Leonard  Hutchinson,  Ward  5;  John 
West,  Ward  5 ;  Sidney  D.  Woollett,  Ward  5 ; 
Patrick  J.  Cavanaugh,  Ward  6 ;  Harold  T. 
Hatch,  Ward  6 ;  James  E.  O'Neil,  Ward  6 ; 
Abraham  Brown,  Ward  7 ;  Edward  T.  Cady, 
Ward  7  ;  Walter  J.  Casey,  Ward  7  ;  Michael  F. 
Flaherty,  Ward  7  ;  Frederick  W.  Hesse,  Ward  7  ; 
Patrick  J.  Hogan,  Jr.,  Ward  7 ;  Thomas  W. 
Moore,  Ward  7  ;  George  L.  McGlew,  Ward  7  ; 
Thomas  Needham,  Ward  7 ;  Walter  M.  Gill, 
Ward  8  ;  John  B.  Glynn,  Ward  8  ;  Everett  H. 
Kerr,  Ward  8  ;  Thomas  Allen,  Ward  9  ;  Herbert 

C.  Lane,  Ward  9  ;  Joseph  F.  Connell,  Ward  10  ; 
Joseph  W.  Curry,  Ward  10  ;  Louis  DeGregorio, 
Ward  10  ;  Francis  E,  Doyle,  Ward  10  ;  Edwin 
W.  Burns,  Ward  11  ;  James  M.  Casey,  Ward 
1.1  :  Thomas  Douglas,  Ward  12 ;  Harold  L. 
Miller,  Ward  12 ;  Richard  M.  O'Dwyer,  Ward 
12  ;  Manuel  A.  Silver,  Ward  12 ;  Bernard  D. 
Silverman,  Ward  12  ;  John  M.  Allen,  Ward  13  ; 
Philip  J.  Hyder,  Ward  13  ;  Daniel  J.  Murphy, 
Ward  13  ;  John  McCarthy,  Ward  13 ;  John 
J.  McCarthy,  Ward  13  ;  Morris  Isaacson,  Ward 
14 ;  Alexander  Moncrieff,  Ward  14 ;  Herbert 
E.  W.  Richardson,  Ward  14  ;  Walter  E.  Wer- 
ner, Ward  15;  Howard  M.  Wilson,  Ward  15; 
George  Edward  Boyle,  Ward  16 ;  Thomas  A. 
Holt,  Ward  16;  Francis  J.  Power,  Ward  16; 
James  H.  Rankin,  Ward  16  ;  Ernest  G.  Witney, 
Ward  16;  Anthony  G.  Berlo.  Ward  17;  Dennis 
J.  Buckley,  Ward  17  :  Herbert  A.  Dresser, 
Ward  17 ;  Francis  H.  Foley,  Ward  17 ;  James 
H.  Powers,  Ward  17  ;  Joseph  E.  Meader,  Ward 
18;  Michael  J.  Nedder,  Ward  18;  John  F. 
Baun,  Ward  19  :  Edward  F.  Dolan,  Ward  19 ; 
Francis  T.  DeLosh,  Ward  19  ;  Leslie  M.  Henry, 
Ward  19;  Charles  T.  Callahan,  Ward  20; 
Edward  C.  Cronin,  Ward  20;  Edward  C. 
Eagan,  Ward  20 ;  Andrew  J.  Fay,  Ward  20  ; 
Nils  Emil  N.  Hertz,  Ward  20  :  Joseph  H. 
Hogan,  Jr.,  Ward  20  ;  John  J.  May,  Ward  20  ; 
James  M.  McCabe,  Ward  20 ;  Alfred  E.  Row, 
Ward  20  ;  Patrick  M.  Walsh,  Ward  20  ;  Arthur 
Glen.  Ward  21 ;  Carl  A.  Lundwall,  WaTd  21  : 
Arthur  L.  Quigley,  Ward  21  ;  Joseph  R.  Smith. 
Ward  21  ;  Edward  G.  Hartford,  Ward  22  ; 
Francis  Ahem,  Ward  22;  Arthur  W.  Holland. 
Ward  22;  Richard  F.  Mannix,  Ward  22; 
Michael  J.  Ryan,  Ward  22. 

"  President  GA'LVIN— The  purpose  for  which 
the  meeting  was  called  has  been  accomplished, 
and   the   Council    now   stands    adjourned. 


Adjourned    to    Monday,    November    18,    1940, 
at   2    p.    m. 
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Monday,  November  18,   1940. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m., 
President  GALVTN  in  the  chair.  Absent, 
Coun.   Goode  and  Hurley. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute 
to   the   Flag. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments, 
viz. : 

Weighers  of  Coal :  Lloyd  Moulton,  52  Dart- 
mouth street,  Everett,  Mass.  ;  "Walter  Everton, 
Jr.,  67  Emerald  street,  Boston,  Mass. ;  Fred 
Cameron,   47  Church  street,  Winchester,  Mass. 

Weigher  of  Coal  and  Coke:  John  Walsh, 
26   Norton   street,   Dorchester,   Mass. 

Laid   over   a    week   under   the   law. 


INSTALLATION   OF    GRANOLITHIC    SIDE- 
WALKS, WARD  6. 

The  following  was  received : 
City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   November  18,   1940. 
To  the   City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  October  28,  1940,  concerning  the 
installation  of  granolithic  sidewalks  on  Emer- 
son street,  Ward  6,  Dorchester  street  to  M 
street,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construc- 
tion. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.    Tobin,    Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Public   Works   Department, 

November   2,    1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From  George  G.   Hyland,  Commissioner,  Public 

Works   Department. 
Subject:      Sidewalks   on    Emerson   Street. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council 
that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
install  granolithic  sidewalks  on  Emerson  street, 
Ward  6,  Dorchester  street  to  M  street,  under 
the  W.   iP.    A.   plan   of   construction. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  work  will  be 
given-  consideration  for  submission  for  ap- 
proval as  a  W.  P.  A.  project  during  the  com- 
ing year. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
Placed  on   file. 


INSTALLATION    OF    GRANOLITHIC    SIDE- 
WALKS, WARD  7. 

The  following  was   received  : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   November   18,   1940. 
To  the   City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Comimissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  October  28,  1940,  concerning  the 
installation  of  granolithic  sidewalks,  to  replace 
the  present  brick  sidewalks,  on  East  Seventh 
street,  between  L  and  M  streets,  Ward  7,  as 
a  W.   P.  A.  project. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,    Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

November  2,    1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From  George  G.  Hyland,  Commissioner,  Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject :     East  Seventh  Street. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council 
that  the  Commissioner  of  Pulblic  Works 
install  granolithic  sidewalks  on  East  Seventh 
street,  between  L  and  M  streets,  Ward  7,  as 
a    W.    P.    A.    project. 

This  will  advise  you  that  this  work  will  be 
given  consideration  for  submission  for  ap- 
proval on  a  W.  P.  A.  project  during  the  com- 
ing   year. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on   file. 


TRAFFIC   LIGHTS,   WARD   8. 

The  following   was   received  : 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   November   18,   1940. 
To  the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  October  14,  1940,  concerning  the  installa- 
tion of  traffic  signal  lights  at  the  junction 
of  North  and  Brook  avenues,  Ward  8. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City   of    Boston, 
Traffic   Commission,   November   15,   1940. 
Hon.   Maurice   J.   Tobin, 
Mayor  of   Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — This  will   acknowledge   receipt  of 
Council    order    dated    October    14,    1940,    which 
reads   as   follows  : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
arrange  for  the  installation  of  traffic  signal 
lights  at  the  junction  of  North  and  Brook 
avenues,   Ward   8." 

This  is  a  "T"  intersection.  Our  records 
show  that  there  have  been  no  accidents  in- 
volving personal  injuries  at  this  intersection. 
There  are  no  funds  available  for  the  in- 
stallation of  automatic  traffic  signals  at  this 
location . 

Respectfully  yours, 
William   P.   Hickey,   Commissioner. 
Placed  on   file. 


USE    OF   MONEY    PAID   BY   HOSPITAL 

PATIENTS. 
The   following   was  received: 
City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   November   18,   1940. 
To  the   City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Boston  City  Hos- 
pital relative  to  your  order  of  October  21,  1940, 
concerning  the  advisability  of  using  the  money 
paid  to  the  hospital  for  treatment  of  patients 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  hospital  instead  or 
placing  same  in  the  Sinking  Fund. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Hospital    Department,    November    8,    1940. 
Hon.    Maurice    J.    Tobin, 
Mayor  of   Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — At  a  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  held  today,  the  following 
order   of   the   City    Council    was   presented: 

"Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  confer  with  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner relative  to  the  advisability  of  using 
the  money  paid  to  the  hospital  for  treatment 
of  patients  for  the  maintenance  of  the  hospital 
instead  of  placing  same  in  the  Sinking  Fund." 

After  consultation  with  Mr.  Charles  J. 
Fox,  City  Auditor,  the  trustees  feel  that  the 
suggestion,  "that  the  money  paid  to  the  hos- 
pital for  treatment  of  patients  be  used  for  the 
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maintenance  of  the  hospital  instead  of  placing 
same  in  the  Sinking  Fund,"  is  open  to  ques- 
tion  on   the   following   points : 

1.  Section  53  of  chapter  44  of  the  General 
Laws  requires  that  all  departmental  revenues 
sihall  be  paid  into  the  city  treasury,  and  that 
before  these  receipts  can  be  used  for  any 
specific  purpose  there  must  .be  a  specific  ap- 
propriation therefor.  The  suggested  use  in 
the  Council  order  would  appear  to  be  a  direct 
violation   of   this   statutory   provision. 

2.  The  annual  appropriation  order  adopted 
by  the  City  Council  provides  in  the  last  para- 
graph that  no  money  shall  be  expended  by  any 
department  for  any  purpose  in  excess  of 
the  amount  appropriated  for  such  purpose. 
In  plain  language,  this  means  that  the  trus- 
tees of  the  City  Hospital  can  only  spend  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  hospital  the  amounts 
which  have  been  appropriated  for  such  pur- 
poses. Use  of  the  income  as  suggested  would 
represent  an  expenditure  in  excess  of  the 
amounts  appropriated  and,  therefore,  would  be 
a  violation  of  the  appropriation  order. 

Respectfully   yours, 
James  W.  Manary, 

Superintendent. 
Placed  on    file. 


NOTIFICATION     OF    COUNCIL    MEMBERS 
OF    HEARINGS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   November   16,    1940. 
To  the   City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Board  of  Appeal  Chairman  relative  to 
your  order  of  October  21,  1940,  concerning 
the  notifying  members  of  the  City  Council 
(personally  by  mail  when  hearings  are  ar- 
ranged with  reference  to  matters  affecting 
their    respective   wards. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.    TOBIN,    Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Board   of  Appeal,   November   12,    1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,     Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From    William    H.    Ellis,    Chairman,    Board   of 

Appeal. 
Subject:      Order  of   City   Council   Under  Date 
of  October  21,  1940,  in  re  Notice  of  Hear- 
ings. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that 
the    Board    of    Appeal    and    Zoning    Board    be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
notify  members  of   the  City  Council  personally 
by     mail     when    hearings    are    arranged    with 
reference   to   matters   affecting   their   respective 
wards. 

Please  be  advised  that  in  the  past  it  has 
been  the  custom  to  send  notices  of  hearings 
in  any  councilor's  district  to  the  clerk  of  the 
Council  and  he,  in  turn,  would  transmit  same 
to  particular  councilor.  No  complaint  has 
been  registered  with  the  Board  up  to  the  time 
the  notice  of  the  order  was  received,  but 
since  then  it  has  been  called  to  the  attention 
of  the  Board  that  in  some  cases  no  notifica- 
tion  was  received. 

To  correct  this  condition  the  Board  has 
given  instructions  to  have  the  notices  delivered 
to  the  Council  Chamber  and  deposited  in  the 
councilor's  personal  mail  boxes  by  one  of  the 
employees   of   the   Board   of  Appeal. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
For  the  Board  op  Appeal, 
by  William   H.   Ellis. 

Chairman. 
Placed  on   file. 


RESURFACING   OF   WARD    IS   STREETS. 
The  following   was   received: 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November   IS,   1940. 
To  the   City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  October  2S,   1940,  concerning  the 


resurfacing  with  smooth  paving,  the  follow- 
ing streets  in  Ward  18,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
plan  of  construction  : 

Hopewell  street,  Winborough  street,  Laval 
street,  Coronado  street,  Belnel  street,  Third 
New  Way,  Brockton  street,  Rockingham  street, 
Sprague   street,    Lexington   street. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

November  2,    1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From  George  G.  Hyland,  Commissioner,  Public 

Works   Department. 
Subject :     Various   Streets   in   Ward   18. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council 
that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
resurface  with  smooth  paving  the  following- 
named  streets  in  Ward  18,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
plan    of   construction  : 

Hopewell  street,  Winborough  street,  Laval 
street,  Coronado  street.  Belnel  street,  Third 
New  Way,  Brockton  street,  Rockingham  street, 
Sprague  street,    Lexington   street. 

Please  be  advised  that  all  the  above-named 
streets  are  on  an  approved  W.  P.  A.  project 
for  construction,  with  the  exception  of  Lexing- 
ton street,  which  is  on  an  approved  project 
for  the  installation  of  bituminous  concrete 
sidewalks. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed   on   file. 


RESURFACING     OF    WARD     17    STREETS. 
The  following   was   received: 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   November  18,   1940. 
To   the   City  Council. 

Gentlemen,- — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  October  28,  1940,  concerning  the 
resurfacing  with  smooth  pavement  the  follow- 
ing-named streets  in  Ward  17  under  the 
W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction :  Whitfield 
street.  Thane  street.  Southern  avenue,  from 
Washington  street  to  Talbot  avenue. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin.   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public   Works  Department, 

November  2,    1940. 
To    William    T.     Doyle,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From  George  G.   Hyland,  Commissioner,  Public 

Works    Department. 
Subject:       Whitfield      Street.     Thane     Street, 
Southern  Avenue,  from  Washington  Street 
to  Talbot   Avenue. 
I     return     herewith     order     in     City    Council 
that      the      Commissioner      of      Public      Works 
resurface  with  smooth  pavement  the  following- 
named   streets  in  Ward  17  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
plan   of   construction  :     Whitfield  street.   Thane 
street.     Southern     avenue,     from     Washington 
street  to  Talbot   avenue. 

Due  to  the  lateness  of  the  season  it  is  not 
advisable  to  submit  these  streets  for  approval 
this  year.  However,  this  work  will  be  given 
consideration  for  submission  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project    during    the   year    1941. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed   on    file. 


RESURFACING    OF    WARD    6    STREETS. 
The   following    were   received : 
City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   November   IS.   1940. 
To  the   City  Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  October  2S,  1940,  concerning  the 
resurfacing  with  smooth  pavement  H  street. 
Ward  6.  from  Fifth  street  to  Second  street, 
under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J-    Tobin.   Mayor. 


MOVEMBER     18,     1U40. 


401 


City  of   Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

November   2,    1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From  George  G.   Hyland,  Commissioner,  Public 

Works   Department. 
Subject:     H  Street. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council 
that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
resurface  with  smooth  pavement  H  street, 
Ward  6,  from  Fifth  street  to  Second  street, 
under   the   W.    P.   A.   plan   of   construction. 

Owing   to  the  lateness  of  the  season,   please 
be   advised   that   this    work   will   be  given   con- 
sideration   for    submission    for    approval    as    a 
W.    P.   A.   project    during    the   coming   year. 
George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   November   18,   1940. 
To  the   City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  (to 
your  order  of  October  21,  1940,  concerning  the 
resurfacing  with  smooth  pavement  I  street. 
Ward  6,  from  Sixth  street  to  First  street,  and 
to  install  sidewalks  on  said  street  under  the 
W.   P.    A.   plan   of   construction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.    Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

October  29,  1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From  George  G.  Hyland,  Commissioner,  Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:     I  Street. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council 
that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
resurface  with  smooth  pavement  I  street,  Ward 
6,  from  Sixth  street  to  First  street,  and  to 
install  sidewalks  on  said  street  under  the 
W.   P.   A.  plan  of  construction. 

Please  be  advised  that  it  is  rather  late  in 
the  season  to  submit  any  further  projects  and 
this  work  will  be  given  consideration  for  sub- 
mission on  a  W.  P.  A.  project  for  approval 
during    the   coming   year. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Severally  placed  on   file. 


RESURFACING   OF   WARD    19   STREETS. 
The  following  were  received: 
City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   November   18,   1940. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  ,  relative  to 
your  order  of  October  2:1,  1940,  concerning  the 
arranging  for  early  construction  of  sidewalks 
along  Pondred  circle,  Ward  19,  under  the 
W.   P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

October  29,   1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From  George  G.   Hyland,  Commissioner,  Public 

Works   Department. 
Subject:      Pondred   Circle. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council 
that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
arrange  for  early  construction  of  sidewalks 
along  Pondred  circle,  Ward  19,  under  the 
W.    P.   A.  plan  of  construction. 

Please  be  advised  that  it  is  rather  late  in 
the  season  to  submit  a  project  for  the  in- 
stallation of  artificial  stone  sidewalks  and  this 
work  will  be  given  consideration  for  submis- 
sion on  a  W.  P.  A.  project  for  approval  dur- 
ing  the   coming   year. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   November   18,   1940. 
To  the   City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  October  21,  1940,  concerning  the 
resurfacing  of  Cheshire  street,  Ward  19,  and 
installing  tar  sidewalks  thereon,  under  the 
W.   P.  A.   plan   of  construction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.    Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

October   30,   1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From  George  G.  Hyland,   Commissioner,  Public 

Works   Department. 
Subject:      Cheshire  Street,   Ward   19. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council 
that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
resurface  Cheshire  street,  Ward  19,  and  in- 
stalling tar  sidewalks  thereon,  under  the 
W.    P.   A.    plan   of   construction. 

That  portion  of  this  street  from  Green 
street  to  No.  19  is  public  and  the  remainder 
of  the  street  is  a  private   way. 

However,  it  is  too  late  in  the  season  now 
to  submit  this  work  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project, 
but  during  the  early  part  of  next  year  this 
matter  will  be  given  consideration  for  submis- 
sion for  approval  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

The  portion  that  is  private  will  have  to  be 
accepted  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
before  the  Highway  Division  of  this  depart- 
ment  can   do   any   work   therein. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Severally  placed  on   file. 


RULING  RE  SUBSTITUTE  TEACHERS. 
The  following  was   received: 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   November   18,   1940. 
To  the   City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Boston  School  Committee  Secretary  relative 
to  your  order  of  October  28,  1940,  concerning 
the  advisability  of  changing  the  present  ruling 
of  the  Committee  whereby  substitute  teachers, 
instead  of  awaiting  calls  at  home  for  work  will 
be  allowed  to  go  to  the  School  Committee 
rooms  for  same  as  they  formerly  did. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.    Tobin,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
School  Committee,  November  15,   1940. 
Hon.    Maurice    J.    Tobin, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — The  School  Committee  is  in  re- 
ceipt of  the  following  order  passed  by  the 
City  'Council,   October   28,   1940 : 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  confer 
with  the  members  of  the  Boston  School  Com- 
mittee relative  to  the  advisability  of  chiangiing 
the  present  ruling  of  the  Committee  whereby 
substitute  teachers,  instead  of  awaiting  calls 
at  home  for  work  will  be  allowed  to  go  to 
the  School  Committee  rooms  for  same  as  they 
formerly    did." 

The  School  Committee  would  respectfully 
report  that  the  change  in  policy  referred  to, 
which  became  operative  upon  the  reopening 
of  schools  this  year,  was  made  by  the  School 
Committee  because  of  repeated  protests  from 
young  men  and  women  seeking  emergency 
substitute  work,  who  were  obliged  to  come 
to  School  Committee  headquarters  every  morn- 
ing sufficiently  early  for  assignment  to  service, 
in  .response  to  the  calls  from  the  schools  for 
substitutes.  The  cost  of  carfares  was  also 
cause  of  complaint,  for  it  frequently  hap- 
pened that  candidates  came  day  after  day 
when  no  assignments  were  available  and  con- 
sequently   no    compensation    was    received. 

Finally,  to  meet  the  convenience  of  the  ap- 
plicants and  the  expressed  desire  of  many, 
the  School  Committee  asked  the  Director  of 
Practice    and    Training    to    put    the    telephone 
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notification  system  into  effect.  The  plan  was 
worked  out  by  the  director  of  the  depart- 
ment with  the  cooperation  of  principals,  and 
the  Committee  believes  it  is  giving  satisfaction. 

The  long-established  procedure  of  assignment 
in  the  order  of  standing  on  the  respective 
eligible  lists  continues.  The  only  possible 
exception  may  be  in  case  a  call  for  a  sub- 
stitute comes  to  the  office  too  late  to  permit 
of  the  teacher  next  on  the  list  reaching  the 
school  building  in  time  for  class  work.  Under 
such  conditions  the  director  may  assign  the 
candidate  next  highest  on  the  list  who  is 
within  immediate  reach  of  the  school,  but 
such    cases    are    rare. 

■Candidates  for  emergency  assignment  are 
not  obliged  to  remain  in  their  homes  to  await 
calls.  They  are  at  liberty  to  come  to  the  office 
daily  and  await  opportunity  for  assignment 
if  they  so  prefer. 

Respectfully   yours, 
Ellen    M.    Cronin,    Secretary. 

Placed   on    file. 


HEAVY     TRAFFIC,     "WARD     20. 
The   following    was   received : 
City  of  Boston. 
Office  of   the  Mayor,  November   18,   1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  October  21,  1940,  concerning  the 
exclusion  of  heavy  traffic  from  Lasell  street, 
between  Baker  and  La  Grange  streets.  Ward 
20.  and  thalt  signs  to  this  effect  be  installed 
at  both  the  Baker  and  La  Grange  street  end 
of    Lasell   street. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice    J.    Tobin,    Mayor. 

City   of    Boston, 
Traffic   Commission,  October  31,   1940. 
Hon.     Maurice    J.     Tobin, 
Mayor    of     Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  Council  order 
dated  October  21,  1940^  which  reads  as  fol- 
lows : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  exclude  heavy  traffic  from  Lasell  street, 
between  Baker  and  La  Grange  streets,  Ward 
20,  and  that  signs  to  this  effect  be  installed 
at  both  the  Baker  and  La  Grange  street  end 
of    Lasell   street." 

The  exclusion  of  heavy  vehicles  from  Lasell 
street  would  force  these  vehicles  to  use  other 
parallel  streets  betwen  La  Grange  street  and 
Baker  street.  At  the  present  time  there  are 
about  three  of  these  streets  and,  even  if 
we  prohibited  heavy  trucking  from  these  three 
streets,  it  would  force  all  of  these  trucks  onto 
Baker  street  or  La  Grange  6treet  for  its 
entire    length. 

Many  of  the  trucks  using  Lasell  street 
originate  in  the  Highland  Sand  and  Gravel 
Company,  located  off  Baker  street  in  Newton. 
Newton  prohibits  heavy  trucking  in  a  portion 
of  Baker  street,  beyond  the  Highland  Sand 
and  Gravel  place,  forcing  all  its  trucks  into 
Boston  and  when  they  want  to  head  back  into 
Newton  and  Brookline  they  use  Baker  street, 
Lasell   street    and    La   Grange   street. 

The  matter  of  excluding  vehicles  is  a  serious 
one,  because  in  the  case  of  the  Highland 
Sand  and  Gravel  Company,  if  we  excluded 
trucks  from  Baker  street,  it  would  put  them 
out    of    business. 

Very    truly    yours, 
William    P.    Hickby.    Commissioner. 

Placed    on    file. 


General  Manager  relative  to  your  order  o£ 
October  2tt,  1940,  concerning  the  removing 
of  the  street  car  rails  from  Dorchester  ave- 
nue between  Gibson  street  and  Peabody  square. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice    J.    Tobin,    Mayor. 

Boston   Elevated   Railway, 

November    1,    1940. 
Mr.    William    T.    Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  Oc- 
tober 23  with  order  of  the  Citty  Council, 
requesting  the  removal  of  street  car  rails 
from  Dorchester  avenue  between  Gibson  street 
and  Peabody  square,  I  would  say  that  these 
tracks  are  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
cars  from  Fields  Corner,  where  they  are 
housed,  to  Ashmont  and  Mattapan,  from  which 
they  are  operated,  that  is  to  say,  cars  from 
Mattapan  to  Egle^ton  via  Blue  Hill  avenue 
and  from  Mattapan  to  Ashmont  via  the  high 
speed  line  must  be  inspected  and  repaired 
at  Fields  corner.  Likewise,  cars  on  the  Tal- 
bot avenue  and  Washington  street  lines  op- 
erated from  Ashmont  to  Dudley  street  are 
housed,  inspected  and  repaired  at  Fields 
Corner.  It,  therefore,  will  not  at  the  present 
time  be  possible  to  comply  with  the  request 
.if    the    City    Council. 

Very    truly    yours, 
Edward    Dana, 
President     and     General     Manager. 
Placed    on    file. 


REMOVAL  OF  CAR  RAILS,  DORCHESTER 

AVENUE. 
The  following  was   received': 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   November   IS,   1940. 
To   the   City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the    Boston    Elevated    Railway    President    and 


OPINION    OF    CORPORATION    COUNSEL 
RE    GRANTING    OF    LEAVE    TO    CER- 
TAIN   EMPLOYEES. 
The   following   was   received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November   18,   1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Corporation  Counsel  relative  to  your  order 
of  September  9,  1940,  concerning  the  opinion 
as  to  whether  or  not  it  is  permissible  to 
grant  leaves  of  absence  to  all  city  and  county 
employees  who  enter  the  service  of  the  armed 
forces  of  the  United  States,  with  or  without 
their  consent  and  whether  drafted  or  enlisted 
for  the  duration  of  the  present  emergency. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice    J.    Tobin,    Mayor. 

City   of    Boston, 
Law    Department,    November    4,    1940. 
Hon.    Maurice    J.    Tobin, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — On  September  9,  1940, 
the  following  order  was  passed  by  the  City 
Council: 

"That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  render  an 
opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  it  is  permissable 
to  grant  leaves  of  absence  to  all  city  and 
county  employees  who  enter  the  service  of 
the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States,  with 
or  without  their  consent  and  whether  drafted 
or  enlisted  for  the  duration  of  the  preseat 
emergency." 

1.  For  the  purposes  of  this  opinion,  it 
is  assumed  that  the  period  of  time  involved 
in  the  type  of  leave  of  absence  referred  to 
in  the  Council's  order  would  not  be  of  less 
than    six    months'    duration. 

2.  The  request  contained  in  the  Council's 
order  concerns  two  classes  of  city  and  county 
employees :  Those  holding  outside  of  civil 
service   and    those   holding   under   civil   service. 

3.  In  my  opinion:  (a)  a  city  or  county 
employee  holding  his  position  by  appoint- 
ment may  be  granted  a  leave  of  absence  for 
any  reasonable  length  of  time,  and  I  would 
not  deem  a  period  in  excess  of  six  months 
or  a  period  of  a  year  unreasonable  under  the 
circumstances:  (b)  a  city  or  county  em- 
ployee holding  his  appointment  under  civil 
service  may  not,  under  existing  law,  be 
granted  a  leave  of   absence   for   a  consecutive 


NOVEMBER     18,     1940.. 


403 


period    of    over    six    months    without    loss    of 
rights,    as    more    fully    described    below. 

4.  Because  no  serious  question  is  presented 
in  regard  to  granting  a  leave  of  absence  to 
an  employee  holding  his  position  under  ap- 
pointment, further  comment  in  this  con- 
nection is  not  necessary.  The  status  of  civil 
service  employees  involving  a  consideration  of 
statutes  and  decision,  I  comment  on  the  sec- 
ond  part   of   my   opinion   above   as   follows : 

5.  G.  L.  (Ter.  Ed.),  c.  31,  covers  employ- 
ment  under   civil   service. 

At  section  49E  (last  amended  by  Acts  of 
193-9,  c.  238,  s.  47),  it  is,  in  part,  provided 
as    follows  : 

"A  leave  of  absence  for  a  period  of  less 
than  six  months  shall  not  'be  deemed  a  separa- 
tion from  the  classified  civil  service,  except 
with  the  assent  of  the  person  granted  such 
leave." 

The  necessary  implication  from  this  statute 
is  that  a  leave  of  absence  for  a  period  of 
six  months  or  more  is  to  be  deemed  a  separa- 
tion   from   the    classified    civil    service. 

See:  Farrante  v.  Higgiston  (1936),  Mass. 
Adv.    Sh.    2317. 

It  ds  my  opinion  that  a  series  of  success- 
ive leaves  of  absence,  none  of  which  is  for  a 
period  of  six  months  or  more  would  be  in- 
valid as  circumventing  the  spirit  of  said 
section    46E. 

Under  section  3  of  said  chapter  31  of  the 
General  Laws  (as  last  amended,  Acts  of 
1939,  c.  498,  s.  1),  it  ds,  in  part,  provided  as 
follows : 

"The  commission  (the  civil  service  com- 
mission) Shall,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  governor  and  council,  from  time  to  time, 
make  rules  and  regulations  which  shall  regu- 
late the  selection  of  persons  to  fill  appointive 
positions  .  .  .  Such  rules  shall  be  of  gen- 
eral or  limited  application,  shall  be  consistent 
with   law,     .     .     ."      (italics   mine). 

In  order  to  provide  that  civil  service  em- 
ployees might  be  given  leaves  of  absence  for 
the  period  of  conscription  or  enlistment,  the 
Civil  Service  Commission  proposed  early  this 
fall    the    promulgation    of    the    following    rule : 

"Section  5.  Any  person  who,  between  Au- 
gust 1,  1940,  and  December  31,  19411,  is  granted 
a  leave  of  absence  or  is  separated  from  the 
classified  public  service  of  the  Common- 
wealth or  of  any  city  or  town  therein,  for 
the  purpose  of  entering  the  military  or  naval 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  who  serves 
or  is  rejected  for  such  service,  shall,  if  he 
so  requests  of  the  appointing  authority  with- 
in three  months  after  his  honorable  dis- 
charge from  such  military  or  naval  service 
or  release  from  active  duty  therein  or  re- 
jection therefrom,  and  exhibits  to  the  director 
his  honorable  discharge  or  release  from  active 
duty  or  certificate  of  rejection,  and  also  the 
certificate  of  a  registered  physician  that  he 
is  not  physically  disabled  or  incapacitated 
for  the  position,  be  reinstated  in  his  former 
position,  or  an  equivalent  position,  without 
civil  service  application  or  examination  and 
without    loss    of    seniority    rights. 

"This  section  shall  apply  also  to  such 
persons  who  left  the  classified  service  of  the 
Commonwealth  or  of  any  city  or  town  therein 
between  June  1,  1940,  and  August  1,  1940, 
provided  their  positions  had  not  already  been 
permanently   filled   before   August   1,   1940." 

In  an  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General, 
dated  September  12,  1940,  the  commission  was 
held  to  be  without  any  power  to  adopt  this 
proposed  rule  as  being  inconsistent  with  the 
below-stated  law  as  to  resumption  of  em- 
ployment after  service  in  the  armed  forces 
of  the  United  States.  With  this  conclusion 
I    concur. 

G.  L.  (Ter.  Ed.),  c.  31,  at  section  27,  pro- 
vides,   in    part,    as    follows : 

"Any  person  who  resigns  from  or  leaves 
the  classified  public  service  of  the  common- 
wealth or  of  any  city  or  town  therein  or  who 
is  .  .  .  granted  a  leave  of  absence  there- 
from, for  the  purpose  of  serving  in  the  military 
or  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in  time 
of  war  and  who  so  serves,  shall,  if  he  so  re- 
quests of  the  appointing  authority  within  two 
years  after  his  honorable  discharge  .  .  . 
be      reappointed      or      re-employed,      without 


civil    service    application    or     examination,     in 
his   former   position     .     .     ."      (italics   mine). 

Section  28  of  the  same  chapter  provides 
as    follows : 

"A  person  whose  name  is  on  any  eligible 
list  or  register  of  the  division  at  the  time 
of  his  entering  the  military  or  naval  serv- 
ice of  the  United  States  in  time  of  war  shall 
be  suspended  from  such  eligible  list  or  register, 
but  upon  his  request,  made  at  any  time  within 
two  years  after  his  honorable  discharge  from 
such  service,  or  release  from  active  duty 
therein,  his  name  shall  be  restored  thereto 
for  the  remainder  of  his  period  of  eligibility, 
provided  that  he  files  with  the  division  the 
certificate  of  a  registered  physician  that  he  ds 
not  physically  disabed  or  incapacitated  for 
the  position."      (italics  mine). 

Inasmuch  -as  these  provisions  of  law  relating 
to  reinstatement  and  restoration  of  names 
are  confined  exclusively  to  "time  of  war,"  it 
is  my  opinion  that  special  legislation  is  re- 
quired to  extend  these  provisions  to  those  civil 
service  employees  serving  their  country  in 
its  armed  forces  in  time  of  peace.  If  it  is 
desirable  to  assure  to  the  conscripted  or  en- 
listed city  or  county  employee  in  time  of 
peace  that  his  civil  service  6tatus  will  not 
be  impaired  by  his  service  in  the  national 
defense,  a  bill  covering  this  subject  should 
be  submitted  to  the  next  session  of  the 
Legislature. 

6.  For  the  added  protection  of  any  civil 
service  employee  who  may  enter  the  Federal 
military  service,  before  the  enactment  of  any 
further  legislation,  his  leave  of  absence  should 
be   granted   in   the   following   form : 

"This  leave  of  absence  is  to  be  governed 
by  the  laws  now  in  force  and  hereafter 
enacted  affecting  public  employees  serving 
in  any  branch  of  the  service  for  the  national 
defense  of  the  United  States  under  the  juris- 
d.ction  of  the  President,  Secretary  of  War, 
Secretary  of  Navy,  or  other  authorized  pub- 
lic   body." 

1.  There  is  a  matter  cognate  to  the  above 
issue,  which  for  convenience  I  am  referring 
to  in  this  opinion,  although  it  was  not  directly 
involved  in  the  request  d'n  the  Council  order. 
No  leave  of  absence  to  a  city  or  county  em- 
ployee whether  outside  of  or  under  civil 
service,  for  such  a  protracted  period  as  over 
six  months  may  be  granted  without  loss  of 
pay.  In  response  to  a  request  by  the  Na- 
tional Institute  of  Municipal  Law  Officers, 
the  Law  Department  prepared  a  memorandum 
of  law  regarding  the  power  of  cities  to  pro- 
vide by  ordinance  for  continuation  of  com- 
pensation to  city  employees  who  are  serving 
in  the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States.  I 
am  inclosing  herewith  for  your  convenience 
a  copy  of  this  memorandum,  dated  Septem- 
ber 9,  1940.  This  memorandum  concludes 
that  special  legislation  by  the  General  Court 
is  essential  to  enable  municipalities  to  use 
public  money  for  the  payment  of  compensa- 
tion to  public  employees  serving  with  the 
armed  forces  of  the  United  States. 
Very    truly    yours, 

Robert    Cutler, 
Corporation     Counsel. 

Placed    on    file. 


TRANSFER    FROM    PARKMAN    FUND. 
The    following    was    received: 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November   18,   1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen,. — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners requesting  the  transfer  of  the  sum 
of  $25,000  from  the  income  of  the  George 
F.  Parkman  Fund  to  the  Maintenance  and 
Improvement  of  the  Common  and  Parks  in 
Existence   on    January    12,    1887. 

I  submit  herewith  an  appropriation  order 
and  respectfully  recommend  its  passage  by 
your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,    Mayor. 
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UITY     COUNCIL. 


Oity  of  Boston, 
Park    Department,    November    4,    1940. 
Hon.    Maurice    J.    Tobin, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — By    vote   of    the   Board   of    Park 
Commissioners    you    are    respectfully    asked    to 
request  the   City   Council   to  transfer  from   the 
income   of    the   George   F.    Parkman   Fund    the 
sum   of   $25,000   which  lis   now  available,   to   be 
expended   under  ithe  direction   of   the   Board   of 
Park     Commissioners,    as    follows : 
Common    and    Parks    in    Existence    on 
January   12,    18S7,    Maintenance   and 
Improvement    of $26,000 

When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  for 
the  year  1940,  a  sum  equal  to  the  total  yearly 
income  of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  was 
deducted  from  Item  A-l,  Permanent  Em- 
ployees, with  the  understanding  that  this  de- 
duction was  to  be  replaced  by  the  total  yearly 
income  of  said  Parkman  Fund  for  1940,  to 
be  transferred  as  it  accrued  from  time  to 
time  during  the  year  to  the  regular  main- 
tenance appropriation  of  the  Park  Department. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated  from  the  income  of 
the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  Park  Com- 
missioners, for  the  Maintenance  and  Im- 
provement of  the  Common  and  Parks  in 
Existence  on  January  12,  1887,  as  follows : 
Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on 
January  12,  1887,  Maintenance  and 
Improvement    of $25,000 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


LOAN   FOR   PUBLIC   WORKS  AND   PUBLIC 
WELFARE  DEPARTMENTS. 
The  following  was  received : 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   November  18,   1940. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  the  Public 
Works  Commissioner  and  the  Overseers  of  the 
Public  Welfare  Department  that  the  present 
balances  for  relief  expenditures  will  not  be 
sufficient  to  continue  their  operations  for 
the  balance  of  the  year.  I  am,  therefore, 
submitting  herewith  an  order  providing  for 
the  borrowing  of  such  sums  as  appear  to  be 
reasonably  adequate  for  filling  the  require- 
ments of  their  respective  programs  for  the 
balance  of  the  year,  and  recommend  adoption 
by    your    Honorable    Body. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,   Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 72  of  the  Acts  of  1939,  a  loan  in  the 
sum  of  $325,000,  outside  the  debt  limit,  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized,  and  that  the  City 
Treasurer,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  be 
authorized  to  issue  bonds  or  notes  therefor. 
and  that  the  said  sum  of  $325,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  72 
of  the  Acts  of  1939,  for  the  following  pur- 
poses : 

Public   Works   Department. 
Paving   Service. 
H.     Relief  Projects $120,000 

Public   Works   Department. 
Sewer    Sea-vice. 
H.     Relief    Projects 55,000 

Public   Works   Department. 
Central   Office. 
F.     Special     Items _ 150,000 


$325,000 


Referred    to    Executive    Committee. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred    to    the    committees    named,    viz. : 

Claims. 

Herbert  Blackden,  for  compensation  for 
damage   to    car   by   hose   wagon    of    Engine   2. 

Francis  L.  Brink,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  128  Wood 
avenue. 

Harry  Brown,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to    car    by    city    truck. 

Arthur  A.  Callahan,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to   car  by  city  truck. 

John  J.  Campers,  Jr.,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect 
in    Dorchester    avenue. 

Cornelius  J.  Crowley,  to  be  reimbursed  as 
result  of  accident  which  occurred  while  in 
performance   of   duty. 

James  M.  Currie,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  121 
Clinton    street. 

Ruth  DeCoste,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  128 
Wood    avenue,    Mattapan. 

Gretta  Denberg,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Carolina    avenue. 

Lillian  C.  Downey,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect 
in    Charlestown    Bridge. 

Robert  Feiinlrurg,  for  compensation  for 
damage   to    car   by    city   car. 

Morris  Foran,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  51  West  Sixth 
street. 

Hannah  Frawley,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  boiler  at  26  Ridgewood  street,  caused 
by    water    being    shut   off. 

Rebecca  Freedman,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  318 
Blue   Hill   avenue. 

Ruth  Hoppe,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Boylston  street. 

A.  N.  Killgore,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  coat  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at 
Chauncy  and    Summer   streets. 

Grace  Lawless,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  coat  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Wash- 
ington  street. 

Liggett  Drug  Company,  Inc.,  for  refund  on 
marquee   permit. 

Joseph  D.  McGillivray,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
execution    issued    against    him. 

Joseph  D.  McGillivray,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
execution    issued   against   him. 

Richard  D.  McMullan,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Dover    Street    Bridge. 

Mrs.  James  E.  McNabb,  for  compensation 
for  injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at 
52    Bradfield   avenue. 

Bertha  Morton,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  141 
Charles  street. 

Musolino  Loconte  Company,  for  compensa- 
tion  for   damage  to   truck   by   police  wagon. 

George  O'Toole,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  282 
Bowen    street. 

Anna  Pollack  ct  al,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  133  Norfolk  street, 
caused   by  bursting  of  water  pipe. 

John  Richards,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  251 
Lamartine  street. 

George  L.  Shore,  for  refund  on  mover's 
license. 

Alfred  J.  Torpey.  to  be  reimbursed  for  in- 
juries   received   while   in   performance   of   duty. 

Doris  M.  Tracy,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at 
Gainsborough    street    and    Huntington    avenue. 

The  T  Wharf  Lobster  Company,  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  car  caused  by  firemen. 

Amos  J.  Webster,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Tremont   street. 

Committee     on     Jitney     Licenses. 
Petition    of    Boston    Elevated    Railway    for 
license     to     operate     motor     vehicles     between 
junction  of  Commonwealth  avenue  and  Chest- 
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nut    Hill    avenue    and    Cleveland    Circle,    over 
Chestnut   Hill   avenue   and   Cleveland  Circle. 

Committee   on    Licenses. 

Petitions   for   driveway   openings,    viz. : 

Albert  Matthews,  48  Huntington  avenue, 
Ward  4. 

New  England  Deaconess  Hospital,  30  Au- 
tumn street. 

New  England  Deaconess  Hospital,  175 
Pilgrim   road. 

Jennie  Gaivegnano,  321  and  323  Bennington 
strGGt 

Thomas  P.  Gormley,  trustee,  2004-2012  Co- 
lumbus  avenue,   Ward   11. 

Kenneth  F.  Keyes,  The  Texas  Company,  1380 
Blue   Hill  avenue,   Ward   8. 

Sarah  Yanopky,  1372  Blue  Hill  avenue, 
Ward   18. 


RETIREMENT  OP  DOCTOR  WATTS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  (Mayor  of  re- 
tirement of  Dr.  H.  F.  R.  Watts,  Health 
Commissioner. 

Placed  on   file. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Notices  were  received  of  the  following  ap- 
pointments by  the  Mayor,  viz. : 

Dr.  G.  Lynde  Gately,  624  Bennington  street, 
East  Boston,  to  be  Health  Commissioner,  for 
term   ending   April   30,    1944. 

John  Guarino,  26  Gladstone  street,  East 
Boston,  as  member  of  Board  of  Examiners, 
for  term  ending  April  30,   1942. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK    ASSESSMENTS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  together  with 
orders  assessing  half  cost  of  sidewalk  con- 
struction as  follows : 

Half  Cost. 

Falcon   street.  Ward  1 $39  50 

South  Huntington  avenue,  Ward  10 '6(1  85 

Lake  street,  Ward  22,  constructing  edge- 
stone 24  80 

The  orders   were  severally  passed. 


PAYMENT    OF    AID    TO    SOLDIERS    AND 
SAILORS. 

Coun.  BNGLERT,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  with  ac- 
companying order  for  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the 
City   of    Boston    for   the    month    of   November. 

Report  accepted ;  said  order  passed  under 
usual   conditions. 


APPOINTMENT    TO    BENCH    OF    ROBERT 
GARDINER  WILSON,  JR. 

Coun.    CHASE   offered   the   following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council,  in 
regular  meeting  assembled,  desires  to  commend 
the  Chief  Executive  of  this  Commonwealth  on 
the  splendid  and  well  merited  appointment  to 
the  bench  of  Robert  Gardiner  Wilson,  Jr.,  for 
twelve  years  an  outstanding  member  of  this 
city   government;   and   be   it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
delivered  to  Governor  Leverett  Saltonstall  im- 
mediately and  to  former  City  Councilor  Robert 
Gardiner   Wilson,   Jr. 

The  resolutions  were  passed  by  a  unanimous 
rising   vote. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  CHASE  said: 

Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  make 
a  statement. 

President  GALVIN — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  gentleman  may  proceed. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
comment   briefly   on   the   order   I   offered   earlier, 


commending  the  Governor  for  his  appointment  of 
Robert  Gardiner  Wilson,  Jr.,  to  judgeship  in  the 
Probate  Court.  Councilor  Wilson  ably  served 
Ward  17  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  this  Body  for 
many  years.  He  is  a  man  of  unusual  ability  and 
integrity,  and  has  proved  himself  one  of  Boston's 
outstanding  public  servants.  I  have  had  the 
great  honor  and  pleasure  of  serving  with  him  in 
this  Body,  along  with  other  members,  and  I  am 
sure  that  every  councilor  who  has  served  with  him 
will  agree  with  me  when  I  say  that  Robert  Gardiner 
Wilson,  Jr.,  will  serve  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts 
on  the  bench  in  such  a  manner  that  everyone  in 
this  glorious  city  of  ours  will  be  proud  of  him. 

Coun.  WICKES— Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  GALVIN — If  there  are  no  objections, 
the  gentleman  may  proceed. 

Coun.  WICKES— Mr.  President,  it  is  with  the 
deepest  regard  that  I  take  this  occasion  to  con- 
gratulate my  predecessor  in  the  Boston  City 
Council,  the  Honorable  Robert  Gardiner  Wilson, 
Jr.,  on  his  recent  and  richly  deserved  appointment 
as  a  judge  of  the  Probate  Court  in  Suffolk  County. 
It  has  been  a  pleasure  and  an  honor  to  have  followed 
Judge  Wilson  as  a  member  of  this  Honorable  Body 
and  it  is  an  added  pleasure  to  recall  that  he  has 
never,  at  any  time  been  an  opponent  of  mine. 
In  fact,  his  presence  at  a  testimonial  dinner  given 
me  in  February,  1939,  by  residents  of  Ward  17, 
honoring  me  upon  my  election  as  a  member  of  this 
Honorable  Body,  and  the  excellent  advice  and 
encouragement  he  extended  to  me  upon  that 
occasion,  are  adequate  evidence  of  the  mutual 
regard  in  which  we  hold  each  other.  In  concluding 
my  remarks  I  should  like  to  congratulate  his 
Excellency,  Governor  Saltonstall,  on  his  wisdom 
in  choosing  a  man  of  Robert  Gardiner  Wilson's 
rare  executive  ability  and  analytical  judgment. 
The  Governor  had  paid  a  well-deserved  tribute  to 
Judge  Wilson  and  has  greatly  enriched  the  judiciary 
of  Suffolk  County. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  on  behalf  of 
the  citizens  of  South  Boston,  and  as  a  lawyer,  I  wish 
also  to  extend  my  congratulations  not  only  to  the 
Governor  upom  appointing  Mr.  Wilson  to  this 
high  position, —  a  gentleman  whose  service  in  this 
Body  deserves  all  the  praise  which  has  been  given 
to  him  by  our  colleagues, — but  I  also  want  to 
congratulate  the  people  of  Boston  and  of  Massa- 
chusetts upon  this  appointment  to  high  and 
responsible  position  in  our  courts  of  a  man  who 
was  born  and  brought  up  in  South  Boston.  I 
certainly,  like  all  the  members  of  this  Body,  wish 
him  all  good  luck. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr^ President,  I  too  was 
gratified  to  learn  through  the  newspapers  of  the 
appointment  of  Robert  Gardiner  Wilson  to  the 
judgeship  of  our  Probate  Court,  I  served  here 
with  Councilor  Wilson  for  two  years,  and  during 
that  period  of  time,  while  I  was  not  always  in 
accord  or  agreement  with  him,  I  never  lost  my 
high  respect  for  his  judgment  and  ability.  While 
at  times  opposing  him  in  the  City  Council,  I 
always  recognized  his  grasp  of  any  cause  that  he 
was  espousing.  He  has  a  keen  intellect,  and  I 
know  that  his  high  qualities  will  bring  him  further 
success  in  whatever  future  he  may  have  in  the 
political  or  legal  field.  Judge  Wilson,  as  we  now 
call  him,  will  bring  to  his  new  office  the  same 
dignity  and  intelligence  which  he  has  always 
shown  here,  and  I  know  that  we  will  always  be 
proud  of  our  association  with  him  in  this  Body. 
His  recognition  by  the  Governor  in  this  appoint- 
ment will  also  help  to  lift  this  great  Body  in  the 
estimation  of  the  people  to  the  high  position  to 
which  it   is  entitled. 

Coun.  M.  H,  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  my 
two  years'  experience  with.  Judge  Wilson  in  this 
Body  taught  me  the  highest  respect  for  his  great 
ability.  I  frequently  differed  with  hiin,  naturally, 
in  regard  to  matters  coming  before  the  Body  for 
consideration,  and  I  frequently  debated  with  him. 
But  I  never  met  a  man  in  this  Body,  in  spite  of 
our  occasional  differences,  whom  I  considered 
fairer.  The  keenness  of  his  mind  was  the  envy 
of  each  one  of  us.  In  all  the  differences  and  ail 
the  debates  that  "we  had  in  this  Body,  nobody 
questioned  his  fairness  and  honesty.  1  believe 
the  Governor  has  performed  a  great  service 
to  the  entire  Commonwealth  in  the  appointment 
of  Robert  Gardiner  Wilson,  Jr.,  as  a  judge  of  the 
Probate  Court.  I  believe  also  that  this  Body, 
in  which  he  served  for  so  many  years,  is  honored 
by   the   appointment,   and    we   all    know   that    the 
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value  of  the  appointment  to  the  citizens  at  large 
will  become  more  and  more  evident  in  his  judicial 
work. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  GALVIN — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  gentleman  may  proceed. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  also  wish  to 
congratulate  Gardiner  Wilson  on  his  recent 
appointment  as  judge  in  our  Probate  Court. 
As  a  fellow  member  of  the  City  Council  for  two 
years,  I  always  found  him  a  man  willing  and  glad 
to  give  advice  to  the  younger  members,  and  I 
always  found  him  a  man  who  kept  his  word. 
His  unusual  ability  and  the  fact  that  he  always 
kept  his  word  were  the  reasons  why  the  people  of 
Ward  17  loved  and  respected  him  and  kept  him 
in  office  so  many  years.  I  believe  that  the  Gov- 
ernor is  to  be  congratulated  upon  making  such  an 
appointment,  and  that  his  record  in  his  new 
position  will  be  a  credit  to  Massachusetts. 


REGISTRATION    FOR    SNOW    REMOVAL 
WORK. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  make  due  announcement  over  the 
radio  and  in  the  daily  press  that  those  desiring 
employment  on  snow  removal  work  must 
register  ait  their  local  city  yards  during  the 
period    from    November    18    to    23,    inclusive. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  we  have  been 
informed  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  has  issued  notice  that  those  who  desire 
employment  on  snow  removal  work  must 
register  at  their  local  city  yards  during  the 
period  from  November  IS  to  November  23, 
inclusive.  That,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  is  rather 
short  notice,  because  today  happens  to  be 
November  18.  I  have  no  desire  to  interfere 
with  any  plans  the  commissioner  may  have, 
but  at  this  time  I  do  wish  to  heartily  agree 
with  what  an  editorial  writer  in  one  of  our 
newspapers  said  last  week,  to  the  effect  that 
we,  as  a  Oity  Council,  should  help  rather 
than  hinder  the  removal  of  snow.  I  can  see, 
of  course,  as  we  all  can,  that  the  order  issued 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  will 
be  fraught  with  many  difficulties  unless 
something  is  quickly  done  to  make  it  clear 
to  the  people  of  Boston.  If  it  is  going  to 
work  at  all,  it  must  be  supplemented  by  the 
greatest  publicity  possible.  With  the  qualifica- 
tions stated  by  the  commissioner  for  those 
who  are  to  do  this  work  I  agree  in  part. 
I  do  think,  however,  that  if  the  work  is 
confined  to  citizens  there  may  be  a  serious 
hardship  to  certain  young  men  who  are  not 
of  age  and  yet  whose  mothers  may  be  widows, 
or  through  other  circumstances  may  fairly  be 
entitled  to  receive  what  they  can  through 
such  work  of  their  sons  on  cold  winter  days. 
Many  such  young  men  are  entirely  fitted  for 
this  kind  of  work,  and  yet,  if  only  citizens 
are  employed  on  snow  removal,  would  be 
seriously  handicapped.  I  certainly  feel  that 
under  such  circumstances  as  I  have  referred  to 
young  men  eighteen,  nineteen  or  twenty  years 
of  age  should  be  allowed  to  assist  in  snow 
removal,  in  order  to  help  supply  the  needs 
of  their  families.  What  they  would  thus  be 
able  bo  earn  would  be  of  great  assistance. 
I  do  not  feel,  certainly,  that  they  should  be 
entirely  disqualified.  Naturally,  under  the  no- 
tice that  has  been  issued,  they  could  not  reg- 
ister for  this  snow  removal  work,  and  I  be- 
lieve they  are  entitled  to  such  an  opportunity. 
Furthermore,  I  think  there  should  be  lists  on 
file  at  the  present  time,  that  certainly  as 
much  notice  as  possible  should  be  given.  John 
Jones,  for  instance,  might  be  one  of  the 
first  called  upon,  and  still,  without  proper 
notice,  he  might  be  outside  the  gates  with 
no  possibility  of  getting  a  shovel.  I  simply 
feel  that  this  whole  thing  should  be  organized 
as  completely  as  possible,  so  that  there  may 
be  no  misunderstandings  and  no  slip-ups.  I 
sympathize  entirely  with  what  the  commis- 
sioner is  trying  to  work  out,  but  I  think 
without  proper  preparation  and  publicity  it 
may   not   work   out   at   all. 


Coun.  KELLY— Mr.  President,  I  heartily 
agree  with  Councillor  Carey  in  much  that  he 
has  said.  I  know  that  last  year  when  men  went 
to  the  city  yards  we  were  informed  that  no 
buttons  were  to  be  given  out,  and  yet,  much 
to  my  amazement,  while  I  had  no  buttons 
I  found  out  that  another  gentleman  in  my 
ward  has  received  fifty,  and  this  at  the  time 
when  I  was  telling  men  coming  to  me  and 
looking  for  work  that  no  buttons  were  being 
given  out.  At  that  very  time  another  gentle- 
man had  fifty  buttons  to  give  out.  I  still 
favor  the  councilors  giving  out  the  buttons. 
Some  members  have  not  wished  to  get  but- 
tons at  all,  but  I  know  the  people  in  my  ward, 
those  who  need  work,  and  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  giving 
out  the  buttons,  knowing  that  they  will  go 
into  homes  where  this  work  is  needed  to  sup- 
port the  family.  I  believe  also,  as  Councilor 
Carey  has  pointed  out,  that  there  are  in  his 
district,  and  I  think  in  all  the  districts  of 
this  city,  young  sons  of  widows,  eighteen 
to  twenty  years  of  age,  who  will  be  deprived 
of  a  chance  to  get  this  work  and  to  help 
out  in  the  support  of  the  family,  if  it  is 
limited  to  those  on  the  voting  list.  While 
some  of  the  councilors  may  not  favor  having 
buttons,  I  repeat  that  I  am  one  councilor 
who  has  always  been  in  fas'or  of  the  buttons, 
because  I  know  the  people  in  my  ward,  I  know 
their  needs,  and  I  know  where  the  buttons 
will    help    needy    families. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  personally 
I  am  opposed  to  the  practice  of  issuing  but- 
tons to  anybody,  and  also  to  the  practice  of 
showing  favoritism  to  some  men  who  are  look- 
ing for  this  work  as  against  others,  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  city  and  in  the  different 
yards.  With  all  due  deference  to  the  coun- 
cilor from  Ward  15  (Coun.  Kelly),  I  am, 
and  have  been,  opposed  to  the  giving  out  of 
the  buttons  by  members  of  the  Council, 
Representatives  or  Senators,  or  any  official  of 
the  City  of  Boston.  I  feel  that  there  is  noth- 
ing wrong  in  the  system  of  giving  these  jobs 
to  men  at  the  yard  in  the  order  in  which 
they  appear.  When  we  have  a  line  of  fifty 
or  one  hundred  men,  they  should  be  dealt  with 
in  the  order  in  which  they  come,  in  my 
opinion,  in  the  line,  nobody  being  picked  out 
or  given  any  preference  over  others.  I  feel, 
personally,  that  that  is  the  proper  way  of 
handling  this  matter.  I  believe  it  should  be 
first    come,    first    served. 

Coun.  COFFEY-^Mr.  President,  I  am 
heartily  in  accord  with  my  colleague  that 
first  come  should  be  first  served.  You 
all  remember  the  situation  that  we  had 
last  year  when  400  buttons  were  given  out 
by  our  City  Greeter,  and  when  those  buttons 
were  sold  in  bar  rooms.  I  made  that  charge 
last  year,  and  I  now  repeat  the  charge.  I 
say  that  that  system  was  wrong  from  begin- 
ning to  end.  I  don't  think  politics  should  be 
brought  into  any  matter  of  this  kind.  I 
suppose  it  is  all  right  for  these  men  to 
register,  but  certainly  no  politics  should  be 
brought  into  the  matter  after  we  have  this 
list  in  the  Public  Works  Commissioner's  office. 
There  should  certainly  be  no  handling  of  it  on 
the  basis  of  those  who  are  friendly  or  not 
friendly  politically,  but  should  simply  be  on 
the  basis  of  whether  they  need  the  woTk  or 
not.  Certainly  in  the  way  that  the  buttons 
have  been  handled  in  the  past  politics  have 
been  brought  in.  I  hope  those  who  are  reg- 
istered will  be  given  a  number  or  a  card, 
and  that  that  will  mean  something,  and  that 
no  foreman  or  anybody  else  will  pick  out 
somebody  from  back  in  the  line.  I  think  we 
should,  as  far  as  possible,  make  sure  that 
there  will  be  no  repetition  of  what  has 
happened  in  the  past,  but  that  everybody  will 
be  given  a  square  deal.  If  not,  we  should  do 
something    about    it. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President.  I  heartily 
agree  with  my  colleague  from  Ward  14  (Coun. 
Gottlieb).  Members  of  the  City  Council  have 
been  severely  criticized  in  the  past  in  con- 
nection with  the  giving  out  of  this  work, 
have  been  blamed  where  they  should  not  have 
been  blamed,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  happen 
again  this  year.     I  certainly  hope  some  agree- 
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ment  will  be  arrived  at  whereby,  if  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  sees  fit  to  take 
this  work  into  his  own  hands,  it  will  be 
carried  out  in  a  better  way  than  it  has  been 
in   the   past.     Let  him   have  it,   Mr.    President. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  am  fully 
in  accord  with  much  that  has  been  said  by 
my  colleagues,  but  I  do  wish  to  bring  to  the 
attention  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  the  fact,  when  this  plan  is  limited  to 
voters,  that  I  have  in  my  district  men  who 
are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  but  who, 
probably  through  no  fault  of  their  own,  are 
not  registered  voters,  not  knowing  how  to 
road,  and  therefore  being  unable  to  read  the 
five  lines  that  they  would  be  called  upon  to 
read  before  they  can  become  registered  voters. 
I  wish  also  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the 
commissioner  the  fact  that  there  are  young 
men  not  of  voting  age  wihose  families  are  in 
dire  need,  who  would  be  perfectly  capable 
of  doing  the  work  required  in  snow  removal, 
and  to  whose  families  the  compensation  from 
such    work    would   be   of    great    assistance. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  think 
all  the  members  of  the  City  Council  will 
agree  that  the  snow  removal  proposition  is 
a  terrible  problem,  not  only  to  members  of 
•the  City  Council  but  also  to  the  Public  Works 
Department.  I,  for  one,  wish  to  commend 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for  .being 
forehanded  in  this  -matter,  not  waiting  until 
the  snow  falls.  I  believe  that  the  commis- 
sioner will  listen  to  any  member  of  this 
Council  on  any  fairminded  proposition  that 
may  be  offered.  I,  as  one  member,  am  tickled 
to  death  to  see  the  commissioner  starting  in 
to  make  preparations  at  this  time,  instead 
of    waiting    until    the    snow    actually    falls. 

Conn.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  I  trust  that 
this  matter  will  be  sent  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  that  the  commissioner  will  be 
asked  to  sit  in  with  us,  so  that  we  may  see 
if  something  satisfactory  cannot  be  worked 
out. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


MOTHERS'    AID,    INSURANCE 
ALLOWANCE. 

Coun.    CAREY    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
draft  a  bill  for  presentation  to  the  incoming 
Legislature  which  will  increase  to  at  least 
$1,000  the  amount  that  a  widow  is  allowed  to 
retain  from  insurance  benefits,  or  from  any 
other  means,  left  by  her  husband,  where  the 
children  of  said  widow  are  eligible  for  Mothers' 
Aid. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  my  purpose 
in  introducing  that  order  is  in  order  to  remedy 
a  bad  situation  that  exists  at  the  present  time, 
a  situation  that  seriously  embarrasses  a  widow 
left  with  several  children,  and  whose  husband 
might  have  left  from  an  insurance  benefit 
$1,000,  $il,'500  or  $2,000.  When  the  widow 
has  to  apply  for  mother's  aid  for  the  children, 
she  has  to  state  that  she  has  spent  every- 
thing but  $300.  Heaven  knows,  a  widow  left 
with  three,  four,  five,  six,  seven  or  more 
children  cannot  look  forward  with  a  great 
deal  of  confidence  or  encouragement,  when-  she 
applies  for  Mothers'  Aid,  if  she  must  say 
to  the  officials,  "I  have  spent  everything  but 
$300."  I  think  that  amount  is  altogether  too 
small.  I  believe  that  it  should  be  at  least 
$1,000,  and  I  hope  the  Mayor  will  have  the 
Corporation  Counsel  draft  a  bill,  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  incoming  Legislature,  enabling 
the  widow  to  retain  from  insurance  benefits 
or  from  any  other  means  left  by  the  husband 
$1,000.  Certainly  the  amount  should  not  be 
made  as   small   as   it   is   today. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


FILING    OF    WIDOWS'   TAX    ABATEMENT 
APPLICATIONS. 

Coun.   CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Corporation    Counsel    be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 


draft  a  bill  for  presentation  to  the  incoming 
Legislature  which  will  do  away  with  the 
necessity  for  widows  to  file  the  widows'  tax 
abatement  application  on  or  before  October 
1st. 

-Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  the  present 
law  compels  a  widow  filing  widows'  tax  abate- 
ment application,  to  do  so  on  or  before 
October  1st.  To  my  mind  that  is  a  very 
silly  law.  I  cannot  understand  how  such  laws 
are  passed  by  people  in  public  life.  A  widow 
now,  under  the  law,  must  have  filed  her 
■application  before  October  1st.  Otherwise, 
she  will  have  to  go  before  the  assessors  and 
plead  poverty  under  Clause  18.  She  is  a 
widow  36'5  days  in  the  year,  whether  this  ap- 
plication is  filed  before  the  first  of  October 
or  not,  and  even  after  one,  two  or  more 
years,  if  she  still  remains  unmarried,  she  is 
entitled  to  the  consideration  extended  to  a 
widow  under  such  circumstances.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  the  Mayor  will  have  the 
'Corporation  Counsel  draft  and  file  such  a 
bill  with  the  incoming  Legislature,  doing  away 
with   such   a   needless   law. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


FURNISHING  WELFARE  RECIPIENTS 
WITH    COAL    AND    FUEL    OIL. 

Coun.    GOTTLIEB    offered   the    following: 

Whereas,  The  recent  cold  weather  has 
created  considerable  suffering  and  hardship  to 
the  poor  and  needy  residents  of  Boston ;  there- 
fore be  it 

Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  the  Public 
Welfare  be  instructed,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  immediately  furnish  welfare  re- 
cipients with  coal  and  fuel  oil. 

Conn.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  I  have 
received  many  complaints  from  residents  of 
my  district  who  are  recipients  of  welfare  aid 
that,  in  spite  of  the  recent  cold  weather,  they 
are  not  receiving  any  fuel  oil  from  the  City 
of  Boston.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand 
why,  under  present  circumstances,  the  Over- 
seers of  Public  Welfare  have  not  yet  issued 
slips  or  orders  for  fuel  or  fuel  oil,  bearing 
in  mind  the  fact  that  we  have  had  during 
the  past  week  cold,  rainy  weather  which  has 
worked  a  hardship  on  these  people.  I  think 
when  the  City  of  Boston  assumes  such,  an 
obligation  it  should  carry  it  out  under  the 
circumstances*  that  have  been  recently  con- 
fronting us,  and  the  city  has  certainly  as- 
sumed the  obligation  ef  not  only  providing 
these  welfare  recipients  with  food,  but  also 
with  heat,  when  weather  conditions  require 
it.  I  think,  therefore,  that  the  Overseers  of 
Public  Welfare  should  immediately  provide 
such  fuel  or  fuel  oil,  and  I  think,  especially,  it 
should  be  provided  earlier  than  usual  under 
the  weather  conditions  that  we  are  experienc- 
ing at  the  present  time.  I  trust  that  the 
order    will   pass. 

The  .resolution  and  order  were  passed  under 
suspension   of  the  rule. 


CLOSING  OF  SOUTH  BOSTON  EVENING 
SCHOOL  CENTER. 

Coun.    SOANINELL  and   LINEHAN   offered 
the    following : 

Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
immediately  rescind  the  order  closing  the  South 
Boston  High  School  Evening  Center  from  No- 
vember 3  to  January  3,  1941,  and  that  a 
supplementary  budget  be  immediately  pre- 
pared to  take  care  of  this  extension. 
.    Passed   under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAIRS    TO    RESERVATIONS   ON 
BROADWAY. 

Coun.   SOANNELL   offered    the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    trustees    of    the    Boston 
Elevated     Railway      Company     be     requested. 
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through    his    Honor   the   Mayor,    to  tmake   the 
necessary  repairs  to  the  inside  reservations  on 
Broadway,  from  Dorchester  avenue  to  L  street. 
South    Boston. 
Passed   under   suspension  of  the   rule. 


ELEVATORS,  CITY   HALL   ANNEX. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Building  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  have 
put  in  condition  the  elevator  light  signals  in  City 
Hall  Annex  and  to  appoint  from  the  civil  service 
list  operators  to  fill  the  vacancies  now  existing  on 
these  elevators. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  the  elevator 
light  signals  in  City  Hall  Annex  are'  a  disgrace, 
and  certainly  they  should  promptly  be  put  in 
condition.  I  have  seen  old  women  standing  there 
trying  for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  to  gel  into  an 
elevator,  and  in  the  mean  time  elevators  were  going 
up  and  down.  I  have  never  seen  elsewhere  such 
a  condition  as  exists  there,  and  it  is  time  that  it 
was  corrected.  Also,  there  are  vacancies  now  ex- 
isting on  the  elevators,  and  it  is  high  time  thai 
the  Building  Commissioner  appointed  men  to 
fill  the  vacancies.  Certainly,  with  I  lie  condition 
existing  there,  something  should  be  done  as  soon 
as  possible.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  Building 
Commissioner,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  "ill 
make  such  appointments  from  the  civil  service  list 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


STAMP     DISTRIBUTING     STATION, 
WARD     7. 
Coun.   LINEHAN   offered   the  following: 
Ordered,   That   the   Overseers  of   Public   Wel- 
fare   be    requested,     through     his     Honor     the 
Mayor,   to   establish   a   stamp   distributing   sta- 
tion,  in   connection   with   the   new   Stamp   Plan 
arrangement,  in  the  Health  Unit,  South  Boston, 
or  in  some  other  location  in  Ward  7. 
Passed   under   suspension  of  the   rule. 


CHANGING    NAME    OF    VALE    STREET, 
WARD    7. 
Coun.   LINEHAN   offered   the   following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners   be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,    to    change    the    name    of    Vale    street, 
Ward  7,  to   Reverend  Richard  A.   Burke  street. 
Passed    under    suspension   of   the   rule. 


BUS  LINE  FROM  OLD  HARBOR  VILLAGE. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  establishing  a  bus  line 
from  Old  Harbor  Village,  South  Boston,  to 
either  the  Andrew  Square  or  Columbia  Station. 
Passed   under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


SIDEWALK  CONSTRUCTION. 
Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Dorset  street, 
Nos.  20  and  45,  vacant  lot  between  Nos.  32 
and  3S.  also  Dorset  street  side  of  No.  160 
Boston  street,  Ward  7,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon :  said  sidewalk  to  be  from 
3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining, 
to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to 
be  buiilt  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edge- 
stones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of   the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


PROHIBITION     OF     SOUND    WAGONS. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

An   Ordinance  Prohibiting  Sound  Wagons. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City   Council  of   Boston, 
as    follows  : 

Section  1.  Chapter  thirty-nine  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1925  is  hereby  amended 
by  inserting  after  section  thirty-seven  the 
following    new    section : 

Section  37A.  No  person  owning,  or  having 
the  care,  custody  or  control  of  any  vehicle 
equipped  permanently  or  temporarily  for  the 
purpose  of  reproducing  or  magnifying  musical 
or  other  sounds  or  the  human  voice,  com- 
monly called  sound  wagons,  shall  operate  or 
permit  the  operation  of  such  vehicle  for  such 
purpose  in  any  street  in  the  city ;  provided, 
however,  that  this  ordinance  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  prohibit  the  use  of  a  microphone  or 
other  sound  magnifying  device  by  a  person 
speaking  at  a  duly  authorized  open-air  po- 
litical   meeting   from    a    vehicle   not   in    motion. 

Section  2.  Any  person,  firm  or  corporation 
violating  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance 
shall  be  subject  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding 
twenty  dollars   for  each   offence. 

Referred    to    Committee    on    Ordinances. 


CLEANING   OF  DORCHESTER  STREETS. 

Conn.     FISH    offered     the    following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Public    Works    Commis- 
sioner be  instructed  by  the  Mayor  to  issue  im- 
mediate   orders    to    clean    the   streets    of   Dor- 
chester. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner be  instructed  by  the  Mayor  to  add  suf- 
ficient men  to  the  Sanitary  Division  to  keep 
the    streets     clean. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


POSITION      OF      STENOGRAPHER-CLERK 
TO  CITY  COUNCIL. 
Coun.    FISH    offered    the    following: 
Ordered,   That  the   position   of   stenographer- 
clerk    to    the    City     Council,     assigned    to    the 
Clerk     of     Committees     Department,     be,     and 
hereby    is,    established    at    a    salary    of    $1,800 
per    year. 

Referred    to    the    Executive    Committee. 


TRAFFIC     SIGNALS,     GALLIVAN     BOULE- 
VARD. 
Coun.    WICKES    offered    the    following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Traffic    Commissioner    be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
install   automatic    traffic    signals    at    the    inter- 
section   of    Gallivan    Boulevard    and    Washing- 
ton  street.   Ward    17. 

Passed    under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


FLOODING  OF  ROBERTS  FIELD.  WARD  17. 
Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
flooding  of  Roberts  Field,  Ward  17,  for  ice 
skating. 

Passed    under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


MORE     FREQUENT     BUSES     TO     CITY 

HOSPITAL. 

Coun.    WICKES    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,    That    the    trustees    of    the    Boston 

Elevated      Railway      Company     be      requested, 

througli   his   Honor   the   Mayor,   to   provide  for 

more   frequent    buses    from   Savin    Hill   Station 
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to   the  Boston    City    Hospital   on   Sundays   and 
nolidays,   especially  during  the  visiting   hours. 
Passed   under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


PARKING  IN  REAR  OF  CITY  HALL. 

Coun.   WIOKES  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
enforce  the  traffic  regulations  with  reference 
to  parking  in  the  rear  of  City  Hall  and 
alongside  the  City  Hall  Annex,  in  order  that 
the  space  may  be  available  for  cars  of  City 
of    Boston    officials. 

Passed   under   suspension  of  the  rule. 


SKIDDING      ON     WOODEN      BRIDGES. 

Coun.     WICKES     offered     the     following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  take  some  steps  to  prevent  auto- 
mobiles from  skidding  on  wooden  bridges 
throughout  the   city. 

Passed   under   suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT    OP    COMMITTEE    ON    FINANCE. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,     submitted     the     following : 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred    October    28)     that    City    Treasurer 


obtain  approval  of  Emergency  Finance  Board 
for  issuance  of  $2,000,000  in  notes,  bonds 
or  certificates  of  indebtedness  for  purpose  of 
meeting  outstanding  revenue  loans— 'that  same 
ought    to    pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came    on    the    passage    of    the    order. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  this  comes 
as  a  unanimous  report  of  the  committee.  I  wish, 
however,  to  make  a  statement  from  a  letter  which 
I  received  from  Mr.  Fox,  the  City  Auditor,  stating 
the  reasons  for  this  loan  and  giving  some  of  the 
facts,  which  are  of  interest.     Mr.  Fox  says: 

"The  two  million  dollar  ($2,000,000)  tax  title 
loan  now  pending  before  the  City  Council  will 
undoubtedly  be  the  final  borrowing  measure  of 
the  year  to  be  submitted  for  Council  approval. 
The  proceeds  of  this  loan  will  be  utilized  in  con- 
nection with  the  redemption  of  a  five  million 
dollar  ($5,000,000)  temporary  loan  of  the  city 
coming  due  on  the  twentieth  of  next  month.  As 
of  the  first  of  the  current  month,  tax  titles  in  the 
possession  of  the  city  totaled  $7,945,000.  Against 
this  amount  the  city  had  outstanding  in  loans  from 
the  Commonwealth  the  sum  of  $5,445,000,  thus 
leaving  a  free  balance  of  $2,500,000,  to  support  the 
contemplated  borrowing  covered  by  the  order  be- 
fore the  Council.  In«so  far  as  the  net  debt  of  the 
city  is  concerned,  I  anticipate  that  when  the  ac- 
counts of  the  city  are  closed  at  the  end  of  this 
year  a  reduction  of  close  to  five  million  dollars 
($5,000,000)  in  all  forms  of  outstanding  debt  will 
be  evident.  I  submit  the  following  tentative 
figures  in  support  of  this  estimate: 


Type  of  Debt. 


"I  trust  the  foregoing  statement  may  be  of 
assistance  to  you  and  the  members  of  your  com- 
mittee in  the  consideration  of  the  pending  loan 
order." 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  20,  navs  0. 


RESURFACING  OF  GUILFORD  STREET. 
Coun.  WARD  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  Guilford  street,  Ward 
21  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction, 
under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


TRAFFIC  LIGHT  SYSTEMS  FROM  KEN- 
MORE  SQUARE  TO  CLEVELAND  CIRCLE  . 
Coun.  WARD  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
make  a  survey  of  the  traffic  light  systems 
from  Kenmore  square  to  Cleveland  Circle  on 
Commonwealth  avenue  and  from  Brighton  ave- 
nue to  Union  square  to  determine  the  pos- 
sibility  of   improving  same. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


ACCEPTANCE    OF   MECHANIC    STREET. 
Coun.    WARD    offered   the   following: 
Ordered,   That  the  Board   of   Street   Commis- 
sioners  be    requested,    through    his    Honor   the 


1939  Actual. 


1940  Estimated. 


Net  Funded  Debt 

Tax  Title  Debt 

Tax  Anticipation  Notes 

Loans  in  Anticipation  of  Federal  Grant 


$131,426,000 

7,627,000 

12,500,000 

252,500 


$128,500,000 

7,000,000 

11,500,000 


Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  Mechanic  street, 
Ward  21,  as  a  public  way,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
plan    of    construction. 

Passed   under   suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC     "STOP"    SIGNS.    WARD    211. 

Coun.    WARD    offered    the   following : 
Ordered,    That    the    Traffic     Commission    be 
requested,    through    his    Honor   the    Mayor,    to 
install    a    traffic    "Stop"    sign    at    Gordon    and 
Cambridge    streets.     Ward     21. 
Passed   under   suspension  of  the  rule. 


ARC    LIGHT,    MAHLER    STREET. 

Coun.  LANGAN  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  an  electric  arc  light  on 
Mahler  street.  Ward  19,  to  light  the  way  to 
the  election  booth  located  on  that  street. 
Passed   under   suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALKS,    CALL    STREET. 

Coun.  LANGAN  and  ENGLERT  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  sidewalks  on  Call  street, 
Jamaica  Plain,  from  MoBride  street  to  Green 
street. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the   rule. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


REDUCTION  IN  FOOD  AND  MEDICAL 
ALLOTMENTS. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  State  Commissioner  of 
Public  Welfare,  Arthur  G.  Rotch,  be  again  re- 
quested to  rescind  the  order  that  emanated 
from  his  office  some  months  ago  effecting  a  reduc- 
tion in  food  and  medical  allotments  to  certain 
recipients  of  old  age  assistance. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President, 
some  months  ago  this  Body  went  on  record  in 
opposition  to  the  reduction  at  that  time  emanat- 
ing from  the  office  of  the  State  Commissioner  of 
Public  Welfare  effecting  a  reduction  in  food  and 
medical  allotments  to  certain  recipients  of  old 
age  assistance.  At  that  time  I  protested  the 
reduction  of  50  cents  weekly  in  the  medical  allot- 
ment to  these  recipients  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth. At  the  same  time  there  was  a 
reduction  in  the  food  allowance.  At  that  time, 
the  State  Commissioner  of  Public  Welfare  denied 
the  charges  I  made,  but  later  the  Boston  Welfare 
authorities  granted  a  certain  amount,  so  that  the 
allotment  granted  to  old  age  assistance  recipients 
should  not  be  reduced.  Through  the  exposure  in 
this  Body,  we  were  able  in  that  way  .to  protect 
the  welfare  of  the  old  people  of  Boston.  That  is, 
because  of  the  action  taken  by  the  Council  at  that 
time,  the  recipients  of  old  age  assistance  here 
were  paid  more.  I  understand,  however,  that 
new  recipients  of  old  age  assistance  are  now 
being  affected  by  the  reduced  amounts  received 
from  the  state,  that  they  are  not  receiving,  for 
example,  the  amount  of  50  cents  weekly  for 
medical  supplies.  Certainly  50  cents  per  week 
is  a  small  pittance  for  those  poor  people  on  welfare, 
to  be  deducted  from  the  budget  of  these  old  age 
assistance  recipients.  I  believe,  therefore,  that 
the  State  Commissioner  of  Public  Welfare  should 
be  requested  to  rescind  the  order  emanating  from 
his  office  some  months  ago  effecting  a  reduction 
in  food  and  medical  allotments  to  certain  recipients 
of  old  age  assistance.  The  amount  formerly 
allotted  under  the  state  law  should  be  immediately 
restored,  both  the  834.50  and  the  50  cents  weekly 
for  medical  supplies.  This  should  certainly  be 
done  in  view  of  the  inhuman  attitude  adopted  by 
that  gentleman. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


HOUSING   AUTHORITY   EMPLOYEES 
UNDER   CIVIL   SERVICE. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  he  re- 
quested to  confer  with  the  Corporation  Counsel 
and  the  members  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  introducing  leuisla- 
tion  at  the  next  session  cf  the  General  Court  to 
place  all  employees  of  the  Boston  Housing  Au- 
thority under  the  authority  of  the  Civil  Service. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
introduce  this  order  with  some  hesitation,  because 
of  the  splendid  work,  of  which  we  are  all  aware, 
that  is  being  done  by  the  Boston  Housing  Au- 
thority at  the  present  time.  Of  course,  under  the 
law  the  Housing  Authority  is  really  a  separate 
corporation,  but  I  do  think  legislation  should  be 
introduced,  as  a  practical  matter,  to  place  all 
employees  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority, 
which  is  really  a  part  of  the  city,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Civil  Servce.  I  believe  the  em- 
ployees there  should  not  be  political  footballs. 
Possibly  five  years  from  now  there  may  be  a 
change  in  the  Authority,  and  the  employees  might  be 
ousted.  I  believe  it  is  important,  therefore,  that 
the  New  Deal  as  it  applies  to  this  Authority  should 
be  maintained,  so  that  the  employees  will  not 
be  hampered  or  threatened  by  such  a  possibility. 
Accordingly,  I  feel  that  the  Mayor  should  be  re- 
quested to  confer  with  the  Corporation  Counsel 
and  the  members  of  the  Boston  Housing  Au- 
thority to  consider  the  possibility  of  introducing 
legislation  at  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court 
to  place  all  the  employees  of  the  Housing  Au- 
thority under  the  authority  of  the  Civil  Service. 
In  that  way,  I  think  the  housing  work  will  be  done 
more  effectively  than  at  the  present  time. 

Coun.  CAREY— Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
that  order  lie  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  declared 
lost,  and  Coun.  CAREY  doubted  the  vote  and 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  would  it  be 
out  of  order  to  move  reference  of  this  matter  to 
the  Executive  Committee? 


President  GALVIN — The  question  before  us  at 
the  present  time  is  laying  on  the  table,  and  the 
clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  prevailed,  yeas 
11,  nays  7: 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Coffey,  Englert,  Fish , 
Gottlieb,  Kelly,  Lyons,  Russo,  Scannell,  D.  F. 
Sullivan,  Taylor — 11. 

Nays— Coun.  Galvin,  Hutchinson,  Langan, 
Linehan,  Shattuck,  M.  H.  Sullivan,  Ward — 7. 


WELFARE  PAYMENT  BY  CHECK. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Director  of  the  Public  Wel- 
fare Department  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  instruct  the  visitors  and  social 
workers  in  the  Dependent  Aid  Division  to  mail 
out  checks  to  those  who  are  too  old  or  unable  to  go 
to  the  department  for  them. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  with  all  due 
respect  for  Commissioner  O'Hare,  who,  in  my 
judgment,  is  doing  a  very  fine  work,  during  the 
past  week  I  have  been  called  upon  by  some  of 
my  constituents,  one  man  of  81  years  of  age, 
another  7G,  another  69,  to  try  to  have  some  such 
action  as  is  proposed  in  this  order  taken.  It  was 
certainly  a  cruel  sight  to  see  one  of  these  indi- 
viduals come  into  my  office,  stating  that  he  had 
been  notified  that  if  he  called  he  would  receive 
his  check  and  that  he  would  not  receive  it  unless 
he  did  call.  I  don't  believe  that  he  did  receive  it. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  social  workers  are  taking 
too  much  authority  upon  themselves  when  they  ask 
such  men  or  women  to  call  for  their  checks.  The 
checks  in  such  cases  should  be  mailed  out.  I  feel 
that  these  social  workers  should  be  instructed  not 
to  take  this  attitude.  They  should  not  take  upon 
themselves  such  authority.  Certainly  they  should 
be  very  lenient  to  these  poor  unfortunates,  should 
not  expect  those  who  are  suffering,  as  many  of 
them  do.  to  call  for  their  checks.  Apparently,  if  a 
man  has  been  put  in  an  insane  asylum,  they  expect 
him  to  call  for  his  check.  I  have  been  told  of  a 
wife,  awhile  ago,  calling  for  her  husband's  check, 
and  being  unable  to  receive  it.  I  certainly  trust 
that,  in  the  case  of  those  who  are  old  or  unable 
to  go  to  the  department  for  their  checks,  they  will 
be  mailed. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
submitted  the  following  reports  on  petitions 
for  driveway  openings — recommending  that 
permits    be   gTanted,    viz.: 

Albert  Matthews  (referred  today)  4S  Hunt- 
insrton   avenue.   Ward   4. 

Rosa  Berman  (referred  October  28),  1G0 
and    162    Dover   street. 

Mason  Neilon  Regulator  Company  (referred 
October    28),    1194    Adams    street.    Ward    17. 

Roger  W.  Brown  (referred  October  28), 
Old    Colony   avenue   and   Damrell   street. 

Allan  J.  Wilson  (referred  October  28),  26- 
36    Miller   street. 

Shell  Oil  Company,  Inc.  (referred  October 
2S).    1190    Massachusetts    avenue. 

Reports  accepted ;  permits  granted  under 
usual    conditions. 


LIGHTING  SURVEY,  WARD  12. 
Coun.  TAYLOR  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
make  a  complete  survey  of  lighting  conditions  in 
Ward  12  with  the  view  in  mind  to  make  such 
recommendations  that  will  stop  the  crime  wave  of 
holdups  and  bag  snatchings  that  have  existed  in 
this  district  during  the  last  six  months. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  Roxbury  is 
one  of  the  oldest  sections  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  we  have  the  old-fashioned  gas  lignting  system 
in  my  part  of  Roxbury.  During  the  past  six 
months  we  have  had  a  continual  series  of  holdups 
and  bag  snatchings,  so  that  practically  every  night 
I  receive  complaints  from  somebody  in  the  district 
of  such  assaults  en  the  streets,  in  which  women 
have  bags  and  money  taken  from  them.  I  know 
that  Captain  Duggan,  of  Division  9,  is  doing  the 
best  he  can  with  the  insufficient  number  of  men  he 
has  to  patrol  the  district.     I  know  also  that  the 
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lighting  conditions  themselves  are  not  the  sole 
cause,  hut  they  are  an  invitation  to  people  who 
desire  to  rob  or  steal  to  come  to  that  particular 
district,  knowing  that  apprehension  will  not  be 
very  easy.  But,  in  order  to  alleviate  present  con- 
ditions, something  must  be  done,  so  that  the 
people  of  that  district  can  be  safe  when  they  walk 
out  at  night.  Many  women  do  not  venture  out, 
as  they  are  sick  and  tired  of  this  threat  of  robbery 
and  holdup!  They  do  not  venture  out  in  the  dark 
because  they  are  afraid  something  will  happen  to 
them.  I  know  that  the  Mayor  is  sympathetic, 
and  I  also  realize  that  money  is  scarce,  when  it 
comes  to  carrying  out  complete  programs.  But  I 
trust  that  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  will 
look  into  these  conditions  in  that  district,  and 
determine  what  better  lighting  can  be  given;  and 
I  think  with  better  lighting  robbery  can  be  stopped 
or  curtailed. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE    0.N    CLAIMS. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,   submitted   the   following : 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  .Edward  Kelly  (re- 
ferred October  28)  to  be  reimbursed  for 
amount  Of  judgment  issued  against  him  on 
account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  motor 
vehicle  belonging  to  Waiter  Division,  Public 
Works  Department — recommending  the  pas- 
sage  of   accompanying  order,    viz. : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
forty-eight  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents 
($'248.75)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Edward 
Kelly  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  judg- 
ment issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging 
to  the  Water  Division,  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Con- 
tingent  Fund. 

Report    accepted,    said    order    passed. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  John  F.  Gal- 
lagher (referred  October  14)  to  be  reimbursed 
for  amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him 
on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  motor 
vehicle  belonging  to  Sanitary  Division,  Pub- 
lic Works  Department — recommending  passage 
of  accompanying  order,  viz. : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  eighty  dollars 
($80)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  John  F.  Gal- 
lagher in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  judg- 
ment issued  against  him  on  account  of 
his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belong- 
ing to  the  Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works 
Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
Contingent    Fund. 

Report  accepted ;  said  order  passed  under 
suspension   of   the   rule. 

3.  Report  on  petition  of  John  W.  Brad- 
ley (referred  October  28)  to  be  reimbursed 
for  amount  of  judgment  issued  against 
him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator 
of  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  Weights  and 
Measures  Department — recommending  pas- 
sage   of    accompanying    order,    viz. : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars 
($30)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  John  W.  Brad- 
ley in  reimbuirsement  for  amount  of  judgment 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts 
as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to 
the  Weights  and  Measures  Department,  said 
sum    to    be   charged    to   the    Contingent    Fund. 

'Report    accepted ;    said   order    passed. 


RESURFACING       OF       DAVITT       STREET. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
plan  of  construction,  Davitt  street  in  Ward 
13. 
Passed   under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


'CONFIRMATION     OF    EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

President  Galvin  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,   No.  2  on  the  calendar,  viz. : 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor    October    28,    1940,    of    John    J.    Mc- 


Devitt,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal ;  and  Peter 
B.  Keane  and  Daniel  J.  Flynn,  to  be  Weighers 
of    Goods. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Lyons  and  Russo.  Whole  num- 
ber of  ballots  14,  yeas.  14,  and  the  appoint- 
ments   were   confirmed. 


SALE    OF    LAND    TO    BOSTON    HOUSING 
AUTHORITY. 

President  Galvin  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,    No.    3    on    the   calendar,    viz. : 

3.  Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  is  the 
owner  of  a  certain  parcel  of  land  together 
with  the  building  thereon  situated  on  the 
northwesterly  side  of  Monument  street  in 
the  Charlestown  district  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
The  said  parcel  of  land  hereinafter  described 
was  acquired  by  deed  dated  December  5,  1885, 
and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  1703, 
page    622  :    and 

Whereas,  The  said  premises  are  no  longer 
needed    for    public    purposes ;    and 

Whereas,  The  Boston  Housing  Authority  is 
desirous  of  acquiring  the  said  premises  for 
its  Charlestown  housing  project ;  now,  there- 
for,  it  is   hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  author- 
ized to  sell  at  a  minimum  price  of  twenty 
thousand  (20,000)  dollars,  to  the  Boston  Hous- 
ing Authority  the  above-mentioned  and  herein- 
after described  parcel  of  land  with  the  build- 
ing thereon,  together  with  all  appurtenances 
pertaining  thereto,  and  to  execute  and  deliver 
a  deed  thereof  satisfactory  in  form  to  the 
Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston.  The 
above-mentioned  parcel  of  land  is  bounded  and 
described     as     follows : 

Southeasterly  by  Monument  street,  sixty 
and  6-100  (60.06)  feet;  southwesterly  by  a 
common  passageway,  ninety-seven  and  47-100 
(97.47)  feet;  northwesterly  by  land  now  or 
formerly  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority, 
sixty  and  10-100  (60.10)  feet;  northeasterly 
by  other  land  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority, 
ninety-one  and  47-100  (91.47)  feet,  containing 
5.668  square  feet  of  land,  more  or  less.  The 
above  described  parcel  of  land  is  shown  on  a 
plan  marked  "City  of  Boston,  Monument 
Street,  Charlestown,  June  25,  1940,  William 
J.  Sullivan,  Chief  Engineer,  Street  Laying- 
Out  Department, "  on  file  in  the  office  of  the 
Chief  Engineer,  Street  Laying-Out  Depart- 
ment,   City    Hall    Annex,    Boston. 

On  October  28,  1940,  the  foregoing  order 
was    read    once    and    passed    yeas    16,    nays    0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final 
reading    and    passage,    yeas    18,    nays    0. 


SALE     OF     LAND     IN     BRIGHTON. 

President  GALVIN  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business,   No.   4   on   the  calendar,  viz. : 

4.  Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  owns  in 
fee  certain  lands  situated  on  the  southeasterly 
side  of  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  in  the  Brighton 
district  of  the  City  of  Boston.  The  title  to 
said  lands  was  acquired  by  a  deed  dated 
July  21,  1882,  recorded  with  Suffolk  County 
Deeds,    Book    1567,    page    593 ;    and 

Whereas,  Certain  parcels  of  said  lands, 
hereinafter  described,  are  no  longer  needed 
for    public     purposes ;     and 

Whereas,  Temple  B'nai  Moslie.  a  religious 
corporation,  organized  and  existing  under  the 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
is  desirous  of  obtaining  the  ownership  of  the 
said  parcels  of  land  hereinafter  described  ;  now, 
therefore,    it    is    hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  convey  to  the 
said  Temple  B'nai  Moshe  by  an  instrument 
in  writing  satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  in 
consideration  of  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
(5,000)  dollars  to  be  paid  to  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton,    all     the     City     of     Boston's     right,     title 
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and  interest  in  and  to  the  said  parcels  of 
land  hereinbefore  referred  to  and  bounded  and 
described     as     follows : 

Parcel  C. — Northwesterly  by  the  south- 
easterly side  line  of  Chestnut  Hill  avenue 
by  two  measurements,  thirty-five  (35)  feet 
and  two  hundred  twenty-eight  and  54-100 
(228.54)  feet,  respectively;  northeasterly  by 
the  southwesterly  side  line  of  Ledgemere  road, 
two  hundred  thirty-eight  and  26-100  (238.26) 
feet ;  southeasterly  by  the  northwesterly  side 
line  of  Burkland  terrace,  two  hundred  sixty-six 
and  '15-100  (266.15)  feet;  southwesterly  by  the 
northeasterly  side  line  of  Atwood  road,  one 
hundred  ninety  and  35-100  (190.35)  feet, 
containing  fifty-two  thousand  sixty-seven 
(52,067)     square    feet,    more    or    less. 

Parcel  D. — Northwesterly  by  the  southeast- 
erly side  line  of  Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  by  two 
measurements,  eight  and  28-100  (8.28)  feet 
and  one  hundred  eleven  and  72-100  (111.72) 
feet,  respectively ;  northeasterly  by  land  now 
or  formerly  of  Temple  B'nai  Israel,  seventy- 
two  and  42-100  (72.42)  feet;  easterly  by  other 
land  of  the  City  of  Boston,  one  hundred  twenty 
(120)  feet;  southwesterly  by  the  northeast- 
erly side  line  of  Ledgemere  road,  seventy-two 
and  42-100  (72.42)  feet,  containing  eight 
thousand  seventy-four  (8,074)  square  feet  of 
land,    more    or    less. 

Said  lands,  "Parcel  C"  and  "Parcel  D,"  are 
shown  on  a  plan  marked  "City  of  Boston, 
Chestnut  Hill  Avenue,  Brighton,  October  15, 
1940,  William  J.  Sullivan,  Chief  Engineer, 
Street    Laying-Out   Department." 

On  October  28,  1940,  the  foregoing  order 
was    read   once   and   passed   yeas    18,    nays   0. 

The  question  came  on  second  and  final 
passage    of    the    order. 

Coun.  COFFEY-— Mr.  President,  before  this 
order  is  voted  on,  1  would  like  additional  informa- 
tion upon  it,  if  possible.  I  would  like  to  find  out 
whether  this  land  is  going  to  be  used  for  :i  school 
playground. 

(The  clerk  read  the  communication  of  the  Mayor 
in  regard  to  the  matter,  under  date  tf  October  12.) 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  that  com- 
munication does  not  clear  un  anything  in  my  mind. 
The  order  merely  gives  a  description  of  the  land, 
but  does  not  state  what  the  land  is  to  be  used  for. 

Coun.  WARD — Mr.  President,  the  land  is  to  be 
used  for  school  purposes,  and  only  for  school  pur- 
poses. There  is  still  a  large  portion  of  the  property 
for  sale,  and  the  gentleman  from  East  Boston,  or 
anybody  else,  can  go  out  there  and  buy  it,  if  he  has 
the  money.  I  filed  an  order  recently  that  a  portion 
of  the  land  be  used  as  a  playgiound.  That  order  was 
passed  by  the  Council,  and  if  it  is  approved  by  the 
Mayor,  the  land  may  possibly  be  used  for  that 
purpose.  But  this  piece  of  land  referred  to  in  the 
order  is  to  be  used  for  school  purposes. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  would  ask 
the  gentleman  who  assured  him  that  this  land  was 
going  to  be  used  for  school  purpose;? 

Coun.  WARD— Rabbi  Shubow,  who  is  the  head 
of  the  religious  organization. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  would  ask 
the  Council  to  hold  the  order  up  until  the  Mayor 
acts  en  the  other  order  which  the  gentleman  has 
referred  t:>,  to  use  the  additional  land  for  a  play- 
ground, the  order  which  is  now  awaiting  the 
Mayor's  approval.  I  trust  that  we  will  delay 
action  until  the  Mayor  acts  favorably  upon  or 
vetoes   that   order. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  letter  from  his  Hoaor  the  Mayor 
in  regard  to  this  matter  or  the  situation  of  the 
request  for  use  of  the  additional  land  for  play- 
ground purposes.  But  now"  that  this  order  is  before 
the  Body,  I  feel  that  we  should  not  hold  it  up.  I 
cannot  understand  how  this  order  in  any  way  re- 
lates to  the  balance  of  the  land  which  is  proposed 
to  be  used  for  a  playground.  This  order  has 
nothing  to  do  with  that.  As  I  understand  it, 
under  this  order,  there  is  simply  to  be  an  expansion 
of  the  school  facilities  of  the  religious  organization. 
I  think,  therefore,  that  we  should  pass  this  order 
rrespeetive  of  the  playground  order,  as  this  simply 
proposes  an  expansion  of  the  school  facilities  of 
the  organization. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
think  we  should  pass  this  order,  in  the  interest  of 
this  particular  religious  organization,  irrespective 
of  whether  it  is  Catholic,  Protestant  or  Jewish.  I 
think  we  should  cooperate  with  Rabbi  Shubow  in 
this    matter.     The    gentleman    happens    to    be    a 


constituent  of  mine,  and  I  happen  to  know  of  the 
many  good  social  works  in  which  he  has  been 
engaged  in  the  Brighton-Alkston  district,  and  of  the 
splendid  work  he  has  done.  I  certainly  shall  go 
along  today  in  the  passage  of  the  order.  I  think 
anything  in  the  way  of  school  facilities  which  will 
reduce  the  educational  costs  of  the  city  is  also  to 
be  welcomed  as  a  public  service.  Therefore,  I  shall 
vote  for  the  order  today. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  I  simply  think 
that  we  are  entitled  to  some  information  in  regard 
to  this  matter,  that  the  facts  should  be  laid  before 
us,  no  matter  whether  it  concerns  a  synagogue,  a 
Catholic  church,  or  anything  else.  Here  is  this 
large  tract  of  land,  which  it  is  proposed  to  sell  for 
85,000,  and  we  are  given  no  information  as  to 
what  it  is  going  to  be  used  for.  I,  for  one,  would 
like  something  more  definite.  I  think  if  it  is 
to  be  used  for  a  school,  that  should  be  stated  on 
the  order  on  the  calendar.  But  nothing  has  been 
stated,  and  we  apparently  can  get  no  information 
now,  as  to  what  it  is  to  be  used  for.  Therefore, 
unless  I  am  given  some  definite  information.  I  shall 
a~k  that  tlic  order  be  not  passed  at  this  time. 

(miii  SHATTUCK — Mr.  President,  according 
to  the  first  part  of  the  order  there  are  52,067 
square  feet  of  land  involved,  and  in  the  second 
part  of  the  order  8,074,  making  altogether  about 
an  acre  and  a  half.  I  wonder  if  the  City  Council 
committee  has  visited  the  site,  and  can  give  any 
information  in  regard  to  the  property  and  the 
purposes  for  which  it   is  intended  to  be  used? 

Coun.  WARD — Mr.  President,  this  matter  was 
thrashed  out  at  the  last  meeting  by  the  gentleman 
from  East  Bo-ton  Coun.  Coffey).  The  property 
had  been  abandoned  by  the  city,  and  for  a  long 
time  there  has  been  a  "For  Sale "  sign  on  the 
property.  Anybody  who  wanted  to  buy  it  had 
the  opportunity  to  do  so,  but  apparently  no  buyers 
appeared.  The  city  lias  the  property  on  its  hands. 
I  don't  know  that  it  would  be  taxable  if  used  for  a 
school,  but  certainly  at  the  present  time  it  is  not 
taxable,  and  if  used  as  a  school  it  would  decrease 
i  hi-  educational  demands  upon  the  city.  The 
purpose,  I  understand,  is  to  erect  a  school  on  the 
site.  I  certainly  do  not  think  any  religious 
organization  would  use  the  property  for  any 
improper  purpose.  Personally  I  have  known 
about  the  work  of  this  organization  for  many 
years,  as  a  representative  and  member  of  the 
community,  and  it  is  certainly  a  very  worthy 
organization  ami  of  the  very  highest  standing. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  am  going  to 
move  at  this  time  that  this  be  referred  back  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  that  they  may  visit 
the  location  and  bring  back  a  full  report  to  the 
Body,  in  order  that  we  may  know  everything 
about  it. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President.  I  would  like 
to  go  along  with  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  15  Coun.  Kelly.)  in  view"  of  the  fact 
that  I  do  not  believe  the  matter  has  been  given 
proper  consideration  up  to  the  present  time. 
That  was  my  feeling  three  weeks  ago,  that  the 
order  should  first  go  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  and  then  be  referred  to  Executive. 

Coun.  Kelly's  motion  to  refer  the  order  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  was  declared  carried. 
Coun.  WARD  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  was  carried,  yeas  11.  nays  8: 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Cha.se.  Coffey.  Englert, 
Fish.  Kelly.  Langan,  Russo.  Shattuck,  D.  F. 
Sullivan,  Wickes — 11. 

Nays — Coun.  Galvin.  Hutchinson.  Linehan 
Lyons,  Scannell,  M.  H.  Sullivan,  Taylor,  Ward — 8 


SALE     OF     LAND     TO     MASSACHUSETTS 
GENERAL     HOSPITAL. 

President  GALVIN  called  up  assignment. 
No.  5  on  the  calendar,   viz. : 

5.  Order  authorizing  the  sale  to  the  Mas- 
sachusetts General  Hospital  of  17,572  square 
feet  of  land  on  North  Grove  street  for  the  sum 
of  $49,647  and  the  conveyance  by  said  hos- 
pital to  the  City  of  Boston  of  land  on  Cam- 
bridge street   containing    1,023    square   feet. 

President  GALVIN — The  question  is  on  the 
passage  of  the  order,  and  the  clerk  will  call  the 
roll. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  I  also  opposed 
this  three  weeks  ago,  and  I  have  an  order  here 
today  that  I  intend  to  file  with  the  clerk, —  that 
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his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  inform  the 
City  Council  ae  to  the  amount  originally  offered 
by  the  trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital  for  the  land  owned  by  the  City  of  Bcston 
on  North  Grove  street.  If  this  order  is  held  up, 
I  intend  to  introduce  that  order,  because  I  under- 
stand that  a  much  larger  amount  of  money  was 
offered  than  is  offered  this  year.  Therefore,  I  am 
going  to  ask  that  this  order  be  laid  on  the  table 
until  I  have  time  to  introduce  my  order  asking  the 
Mayor  to  inform  us  as  to  the  amount  originally 
offered  by  the  trustees  of  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  for  the  land  owned  by  the  City 
of  Boston  on  North  Grove  street. 

The  motion  to  lay  No.  5  on  the  table  was  de- 
clared carried.  The  vote  was  doubted  and  a  roll 
call  ordered. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  yeas  4, 
nays  15: 

Yeas— Coun.  Coffey,  Englert,  Kelly,  D.  F. 
Sullivan — 4. 

Nays — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Fish,  Galvin, 
Gottlieb,  Hutchinson,  Langan,  Linehan,  Lyons, 
Russo,  Scannell,  Shattuck,  Taylor,  Ward,  Wickes 
—15. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  18,  nay  1: 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Englert,  Fish, 
Galvin,  Gottlieb,  Hutchinson,  Kelly,  Langan, 
Linehan,  Lyons,  Russo,  Scannell,  Shattuck,  D.  F. 
Sullivan,  Ward,  AVickes— 18. 

Naj — Coun.  Coffey — 1. 


SALE  OF  LAND  ON  OLD  CENTRE  STREET. 

President  GALVIN  called  up  assignment,  No.  6 
on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

Order  authorizing  the  sale  tc  Lillian  Layden  of 
4,568  square  feet  of  land  on  Old  Centre  street  for  the 
sum  of  $150. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  in  my  ten 
months  in  the  Council  I  consider  this  about  the 
most  ridiculous  tiling  that  ever  came  before  this 
Body.  The  Council  wants  to  sell  some  4,568 
square  feet  of  land  on  Old  Centre  street  for  $150. 
If  my  information  is  correct,  I  bear  that  Lillian 
Layden  is  to  use  the  land  for  house  building  pur- 
poses. If  that  is  the  intenton,  I  don't  thing  the 
city1  should  sell  this  land  for  any  such  amount. 
Therefore,  I  also  make  the  motion  that  this  lie  on 
the  table  for  a  week. 

Coun.  LYONS— Mr.  President,-  the  city  does 
not  own  the  property  and  Lillian  Layden  does  not 
own  the  property.  The  thing  has  been  dragging 
along  for  seventy-five  years.  The  whole  thing  is 
so  questionable,  that  I  understand  the  city  will  do 
wellby  taking  $150  for  it.  This  is  apiece  of  swamp 
land. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  never  saw 
the  land,  and  I  don't  know  whether  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  went  out  there  and  saw 
it  or  not.  But,  as  far  as  its  being  a  piece  of  swamp 
land  is  concerned,  that  is  not  the  way  I  heard  it. 
I  understand  that  it  is  a  fairly  good  piece  of  land, 
which  can  be  used  for  housing  purposes.  If  that 
is  the  case,  I  think  the  city  ought  to  hold  on  to  it 
rather  than  to  get  only  $150  for  over  4,500  square 
feet  of  land. 

Coun.  LANGAN— Mr.  President,  I  don't  think 
the  councilor  has  the  facts  on  this  situation.  This 
piece  of  land  is  in  the  Land  Court.  Lillian  Layden 
is  claiming  title  in  the  Land  Court,  and  the  city  is  . 
opposing  that  claim.  The  city  has  no  direct 
claim  to  it,  and  I  understand  that  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Corporation  Counsel  thinks  the- city 
will  be  making  a  good  bargain  in  taking  the  $150 
instead  of  contesting  it  in  the  Land  Court.  I 
think  the  representative  of  the  Law  Department 
feels  that  the  city  will  lose  out  in  the  Land  Court. 
This  is  only  a  compromise  order  between  the  city 
and  Lillian  Layden,  who  claims  title  to  the 
property,  to  compensate  her  to  this  extent  and 
have  the  opposition  bv  the  city  withdrawn. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  am  glad  that 
this  matter  has  been  brought  up.  As  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lauds  I  had  a  talk  in 
regard  to  the  matter  with  the  Assistant  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  who  has  charge  of  it.  I  think  he 
feels  that  if  the  case  goes  to  court,  the  city  will 
lose.  I  feel,  therefore,  that  the  city  should  give 
title  under  this  order  and  receive  the  $150. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  happen  to 
have  some  information  about  this  matter,  but  not 
much.  If  I  am  correctly  informed,  the  city  has 
been  paying  taxes  on  this  for  a  great  number  of 
years.     That  is  the  situation,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 


and  I  believe  that  fact  alone  gives  the  city  title  to 
the  land.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  my  motion  will 
prevail,  and  that  the  Council  will  not  at  this  time 
pass  this  order  giving  title  to  over  4,500  square 
feet  of  land  for  $150. 

Coun.  LANGAN — Mr.  President,  I  understand 
that  there  have  been  no  taxes  paid  by  the  city  on 
this  land,  and  therefore  no  title  rests  in  the  city 
on  that  account.  Even  if  there  had  been,  those 
of  us  who  follow  the  law  know,  the  line  with  the 
Hetty  Green  case,  that  taxes  paid  over  a  number 
of  years  by  the  state,  do  not  give  title.  So  even 
that  fact,  even  if  the  city  had  paid  taxes,  would 
not  give  the  city  any  title. 

Coun.  C(  FFEY— Mr.  President,  I  will  simply 
answer  the  attorney  that,  so  far  as  court  pro- 
ceedings are  concerned,  he  gets  a  fee  for  what 
he  does,  and  we  get  nothing. 

Coun.  LANGAN — Mr.  President,  I  do  some- 
times get  a  fee  when  I  appear  in  my  legal  capacity 
as  an  attorney,  and  sometimes  I  do  not. 

Coun.  LINEH  IN-Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  whether  the  gentleman  from  Jamaica  Plain 
knows  whether  this  woman  has  paid  taxes  on  this 
particular  property,  now  chiming  that  she  owns 
it.     Has  she  pai  I  taxes? 

Coun.  LANGAN— Mr.  President,  but  that  is 
not  a  question  at  issue  here  It  does  rot  become 
a  mit'fr  at  issue  before  the  Land  Court.  So  I 
don't  t'link  the  question  is  material. 

Coun.  KELLY — Of  coir  e,  I  realize  that  there 
is  a  motion  befo'e  the  Body  now,  but  I  would 
like  to  mak>  a  motion  that  alter  that  motion  is 
voted  on,  we  t'""»n  refer  the  matter  to  exe"utive 
session,  calling  Mr.  Tobin  of  the  Law  Department, 
in  so  that  he  can  exp'ain  the  situaticn,  and  we  wi'l 
know  what  we  are  vot:ng  upin. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President  as  a  humtle  lay- 
man of  this  Body.  I  would  like  to  inquire  what 
this   property  is   assessed   for? 

Coun.  TAYLOR — Perhaps  the  chairman  of 
the  Public  Lands  Committee  can  give  us  some 
information. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  would  like  to  see  the  land 
go  to  somebody  who  plans  to  develop  it.  At 
the  same  time,  until  I  find  the  real  value  of  the 
property,  I  think  I  will  have  to  withhold  my  vote. 

Coun.  LANGAN — Mr.  President,  I  understand 
that  on  one  occasion  they  were  down  here  from 
the  Law  Department  and  explained  the  matter 
thoroughly. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  Body  here  to  the  fact,  as 
chairman  of  the  Public  Lands  Committee,  that 
every  time  a  meeting  is  called  we  don't  happen 
to  have  a  quorum.  So  I  hope  that  in  the  future 
every  time  when  a  meeting  is  called,  the  members 
will  be  present.  In  that  case,  I  think  we  would 
get  along  much  better.'  I  have  in  my  possession 
a  blueprint  which  I  will  be  glad  to  present  in 
executive  session,  showing  where  the  land  is  located. 
The  Assistant  Corporation  Counsel,  as  I  say, 
feels  that  if  this  goes  to  court,  in  the  present 
situation,  the  city  will  lose  the  case,  and,  basing 
my  judgment  on  his  feeling  in  the  matter,  I  be- 
lieve that  the  order  should  pass. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table  was 
carried. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  RATINGS  OF  DRAFTEES- 
Coun.  CHASE  offered  the. following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Civil 
Service  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  protect  all  Boston  Army  draftees  who 
are  on  established  civil  service  list  by  continuing 
their  civil  service  ratings  on  all  lists  during  the 
period  that  any  draftee  is  in  training  and  would 
have  been  eligible  for  appointment  but  for  the 
fact  that  he  was  in  training. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  here  arc 
thousands  of  young  men  in  Boston  today  who 
will  be  affected  by  the  new  draft  law,  men  who  arc 
on  the  established  civil  service  lists.  I  know  of 
scores  in  my  own  district.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
I  had  several  approach  me  the  other  evening  and 
tell  me  that  if  they  were  drafted  and  forced  to  go 
into  army  training,  some  head  of  a  department  of 
"the  City  of  Boston  might  in  the  mean  time  call  for 
them  from  the  _ci vil  service  list,  and  they  would 
simply  be  out  of  luck.  Those  young  men  would 
be  denied  their  right  or  opportunity  to  be  given 
work.  Now,  we  all  know  that  the  majority  of 
these  thousands  of  young  men  on  the  civil  service 
lists  have  put  in  many  hours  of  preparation,  and 
it  does  seem  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  retain 
their  places  on  the  list,  looking  forward  to  the 
time   when   they   will   come   back  and   when   they 
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would  have  an  opportunity  to  be  hired  by  the 
state  or  the  city.  Therefore,  I  think  it  is  only 
right  and  fair  that  the  Civil  Service  Commissioner 
should  take  some  action  which  will  protect  these 
young  men.  As  I  say.  many  of  them  are  called 
in  the  draft,  and  while  they  are  serving,  their 
names  might  be  at  the  top  of  the  list  and  they 
would,  if  present,  have  an  opportunity  to  enter 
the  service  of  some  of  our  departments.  They 
will  be  unable,  however,  in  such  a  case  to  present 
themselves  because  they  will  be  away  performing 
their  duty  under  the  draft.  I  know  that  every- 
body here  is  interested  in  those  young  men  and 
feels  that  some  measure  of  protection  should  be 
given  them.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  we  will  pass 
the  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RECESS. 

By  direction  of  the  President,  the  Council  at  4 
p.  m.  took  a  recess,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chair. 
The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber 
and  were  called  to  order  by  President  GALVIN  at 
5  p.  m. 


SALE  OF  LAND  ON  OLD  CENTRE  STREET 

Coun.  LANGAN — Mr.  President,  I  move  thai 
we  take  No.  6  from  the  table. 

(No.  6,  an  assignment  on  the  calendar,  dis- 
cussed earlier  in  the  session  and  laid  on  the  table, 
is   as   follows: 

Order,  authorizing  the  sale  to  Lillian  Layden  of 
4,568  square  feet  of  land  on  Old  Centre  street 
for  the  sum  of  $150.) 

Coun.  Langan's  motion  to  take  from  the  table 
was  carried,  yeas  17,  nays  1: 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Englert,  Fish,  Galvin, 
Hutchinson,  Kelly,  Langan,  Linehan,  Lyons, 
Russo,  Scanned,  Shattuck,  D.  F.  Sullivan,  M.  II. 
Sullivan,  Taylor,  Ward,  Wickes — 17. 

Nays — Coun.    Coffey — 1 . 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  on  this  order 
somebody  suggested  that  we  bring  Mr.  Tobin  from 
the  Law  Department  into  executive  session,  Inn 
after  he  appeared  there  there  was  so  much  noise 
and  confusion  that  1  did  not  hear  a  word  he  said. 
I  asked  the  councilor  from  Ward  19  (Coun.  Lan- 
gan) if  there  was  any  assessment  on  this  land, 
and  he  said  there  was  no  assessment.  Then,  for 
my  own  information,  I  would  like  to  find  out  how 
the  city  is  paying  taxes  on  this  land,  if  there  is  no 
valuation? 

Coun.  LANGAN — Mr.  President.  I  don't  under- 
stand that  there  was  any  valuation,  or  assessment. 
I  wonder  if  the  councilor  from  Ward  20  knows 
about  that.  He  stated  at  one  of  the  past  meetings 
that  this  was  to  save  the  city  the  money  they 
were  paying  in   taxes  on   this  land. 

Coun.  LYONS — No.  In  what  I  said  I  was  just 
quoting  the  Assistant  Corporation  Counsel  in 
reference  to  the  matter.  I  was  informed  that 
nobody  had  a  title  to  it  and,  he  being  the  Assistant 
Corporation  Counsel,  1  figured  that  he  knew  some- 
thing about  it.  He  went  on  further  to  say  that 
if  this  lady  went  to  court,  it  would  cost  the  City 
of  Boston  S200  and  that  Boston  would  probably 
lose  the  case,  anyway,  and  he  thought  it  was  well 
to  accept  the  $150  and  clear  the  title.  This  lady 
has  two  or  three  lots  out  there,  but  cannot  build 
until  she  has  cleared  the  title.  But  the  Assistant 
Corporation  Counsel  felt  that  if  we  went  to  court 
she  would  win  in  the  Land  Court  anyway.  In 
that  case,  the  city  would  not  only  lose  its  case, 
but  would  be  deprived  of  the  $150,  the  upset  price 
on  it  now. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  still  am 
going  to  oppose  the  order.  I  still  cannot  get  it  in 
my  mind  how  the  city  is  paying  taxes  on  it  when 
there  is  no  valuation   on  it. 

Coun.  LANGAN — With  Councilor  Langan,  I 
understand  that  no  taxes  have  been  paid  on  this 
land  by  the  city.  It  was  a  public  way  up  to  the 
time    when    it    was    abandoned. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Still,  the  councilor  from 
Ward  20  intimated  that  he  had  been  informed 
by  the  Law  Department  that  there  were  some 
taxes  that  had  been  paid  bv  the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  LYONS— No,  Mr.  President,  that  was  a 
misunderstanding  on  the  councilor's  part.  There 
is  no  misunderstanding  as  far  as  I  am  concerned 
about  the  taxes.  Why  should  the  City  of  Boston 
pay  taxes  on  its  own  property?  It  is  an  abandoned 
street,  and  whom  should  they  pay  the  taxes  to? 


Coun.  TAi'LOR— Mr.  President,  I  move 
the   previous    question. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Never  mind  the  previous 
question.  That  can  be  pulled  at  some  other 
time,  in  some  other  debate.  I  think  it  should 
not  be  pulled  here,  especially  when  it  is  proposed 
to  sell  over  4.5(10  feet  of  land  for  S150.  First,  we 
were  told  that  it  was  swamp  land,  and  then  we 
were  told  that  it  was  to  be  used  for  building  pur- 
poses. I  don't  think  that  any  swamp  land  in 
the  City  of  Boston  is  being  used  for  building 
purposes.  Now,  if  this  is  taken  to  court,  why 
should  the  city  pay  $150,  or  why  should  it  be 
at  any  expense  for  legal  services?  We  have 
some  good  lawyers  in  our  Law  Department 
and  that  is  their  business.  I  don't  think  this 
should  be  put  across.  I  think  there  is  something 
rotten  in  Denmark,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  killed. 

President  GALVIN — The  clerk  will  read  the 
original  communication. 

(The  clerk  read  the  communication  as  originally 
submitted    by    the    Mayor,    as    follows    (quoting 
from  the  Council  Minutes  of  February  5,  1940): 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  2,  1940. 
To  I  he  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen. —  I  submit  herewith  an  order  for 
transfer  to  Lillian  Layden  of  Dedham,  a  certain 
parcel  of  land  comprising  forty-five  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  (4.508)  square  feet,  which  is  contiguous 
to  and  formerly  the  northerly  and  southerly 
boundaries  of  land  now  owned  by  the  said  Lillian 
Layden  and  situated  on  said  Old  Centre  street, 
West  Roxbury. 

The  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  have  dis- 
continued this  parcel  of  land  as  a  public  highway 
and  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  informs  me 
that  r 1 1 i  —  parrel  of  land  is  no  longer  needed  for 
public  purposes.  The  Custodian  of  Foreclosed 
Real  Estate  has  appraised  this  parcel  of  land 
and  has  placed  a  valuation  thereon  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  (150)  dollars. 

The  purpose  of  this  transfer  is  to  permit  the 
-aid  Lillian  Layden  to  go  forward  with  a  home- 
building  project  upon  this  and  adjoining  land. 
As  this  property  is  no  longer  needed  for  public 
purposes,  and  the  land  will  be  used  for  the  purposes 
of  home  construction.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
this  transfer  of  the  land  should  be  made  for  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  dollars.  I 
therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order. 

Respectfully. 
Maurice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Post <>n. 
Law  Department.  February  1,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin. 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor. — By  an  order  of  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
approved  by  the  Mayor  of  Boston  on  May  5, 
1939,  a  portion  of  the  highway  named  Old  Centre 
street.  West  Roxbury.  consisting  of  forty-five 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  (4,568)  square  feet,  was 
discontinued.  This  discontinuance  is  shown  on  a 
plan  marked  "City  of  Boston,  Old  Centre  Street, 
West  Roxbury,  September  1.  1938,  William  J. 
Sullivan.  Chief  Engineer.  Street  Laying-Out  De- 
partment." This  discontinued  portion  of  Old 
Centre  street  is  contiguous  to  the  property  of  one 
Lillian  Layden  of  Dedham.  Lillian  Layden 
desires  to  obtain  the  ownership  of  this  discon- 
tinued portion  of  Old  Centre  street.  A  copy 
of  this  plan  is  inclosed  herewith. 

In  accordance  with  the  request  contained  in 
letter  from  your  office  dated  January  29,  1940.  I 
inclose  herewith  an  order  to  be  introduced  in. 
together  with  a  letter  of  transmittal  to,  the  City 
Council,  if  the  same  meets  with  your  Honor's 
approval,  authorizing  the  conveyance  of  all  the 
city's  right,  title  and  interest  in  the  said  parcel 
of  land  to  Lillian  Layden. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Henry  Parkman.  Jr.. 
Corporation  Counsel. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  I  don't  know 
anything  at  all  about  this  particular  piece  of  land. 
The  first  time  that  it  was  brought  to  my  attention 
was  when  it  came  into  the  Council.  But  I  regret 
the  fact  that  at  any  time  when  anything  involving 
a  sale  of  land  is  brought  in  here,  it  is  assumed  by 
some  that  there  must  be  something  wrong,  some- 
thing suspicious  about  it.  We  have  had  this 
matter  explained  to  us  by  the  Assistant  Corpora- 
tion Counsel.     As  any  of  us  who  follow  the  la» 
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know,  if  anybody  holds  a  piece  of  property  even 
against  the  true  owner  for  twenty  years,  he  is 
entitled  to  the  property.  This  property  is  out  in 
the  woods,  practically.  When  we  are  told  about 
the  property  being  valuable,  I  don't  think  the  facts 
will  bear  that  out,  and  I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me 
see  why,  after  a  satisfactory  explanation,  there 
should  be  suspicion  on  the  part  of  anyone.  To  my 
mind,  this  is  small  potatoes,  and  I  think  the  order 
should  be  passed  by  the  Council  without  further 
delay. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  it'  is  too  bad 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  takes  the  atti- 
tude that  he  does  take  at  times  on  matters  of  this 
kind,  when  another  member  suggests  that  we 
should  be  careful  and  should  not  be  in  too  much 
haste  on  matters  coming  before  the  Body.  So  far 
as  my  being  suspicious  is  concerned,  I  think  the 
position  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  sus- 
picious. Why  did  he  get  into  the  debate?  Why 
didn't  he  keep  his  mouth  shut?  This  is  not  a 
matter  in  his  district  and  does  not  affect  his  con- 
stituents. The  land  is  out  in  West  Roxbury,  and 
I  don't  see  why  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  should 
get  into  the  debate  at  all.  The  fact  that  he  does 
makes  me  more  suspicious.  I  now  feel  that  the 
order  should  be  killed.  If  it  was  swamp  land, 
that  might  be  one  thing,  but  it  is  land  that  is  to 
be  used  for  building  purposes,  containing  over 
4,500  feet,  and  it  is  proposed  that  the  city  shall  get 
only  $150  for  it.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  it  is  to 
be  used  for  home  building  purposes,  I  don't  think 
we  should  sell  it  for  such  a  low  price.  This  land 
is  going  to  be  used  for  home-building  purposes, 
and  for  that  reason  I  don't  see  how  anybody  can 
favor  selling  it  for  $150. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON— Would  your  feeling 
change  if  you  should  find  that  adjoining  property 
was  assessed  for  two  cents  a  square  foot  on  each 
side  of  the  roadway? 

Cour.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  my  position 
in  this  matter  is  simply  based  on  the  fact  that  we 
do  not  have  the  information  we  should.  That  is 
all  I  ask,  and  that  is  why  I  have  raised  the  ques- 
tion. I  think,  therefore,  that  this  ought  to  lie  on 
the  table  until  we  get  the  information  we  should 
have. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON— Mr.  President,  the 
Assistant  Corporation  Counsel  testified  to  that  fact 
in  Executive  Committee,  stating  that  the  property 
on  each  side  was  assessed  for  two  cents  a  square 
foot,  and  that  the  city  here  was  getting  three  cents 
a  square  foot. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  order 
was  passed,  yeas  19,  nays  1: 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Englert,  Fish, 
Calvin,  Cottlieb,  Hutchinson,  Kelly,  Langan, 
Linehan,  Lyons,  Russo,  Scannell,  Shattuck,  D.  F. 
Sullivan,  M.  H.  Sullivan,  Taylor,  Ward,  Wickes — 
19'. 

Nays — Coun.  Coffey — 1. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Committee 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  loan  of  $325,000  for  Public 
Works  and  Public  Welfare  Departments  —  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred today)  transferring  $25,000  from  income  of 
George  F.  Parkman  Fund  —  that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas,  19, 
nays  0. 

3.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  make  announcement 
over  radio  and  through  press  that  those  desiring 
employment  on  snow  removal  work  must  register 
at  local  city  yards  during  period  from  November 
18  to  23,  inclusive  —  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

4.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  posi- 
tion of  stenographer-clerk  to  City  Council,  as- 
signed to  Clerk  of  Committees  Department,  be 
established  at  salary  of  $1,800  per  year — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


CLASSIFICATION     OF     CHARWOMEN     ON 
W.  P.  A. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  confer  with 
the  W.  P.  A.  authorities  to  consider  the  advisability 
of  abolishing  the  rating  of  charwoman  on  the 
W.  P.  A.  and  to  re-classify  those  already  working 
to  another  rating. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  a 
charwoman  is  something  that  is  unknown  in  our 
ordinary  city  classifications.  Of  course,  we  have 
scrubwomen.  Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  under 
the  rating  of  charwoman,  some  of  them  in  cleaning 
walls  have  to  climb  on  ladders  from  4  to  12  feet. 
Our  cleaners  here  under  the  regular  civil  service 
rating,  in  City  Hall  and  in  the  State  House,  do  not 
have  to  do  anything  of  that  sort.  They  have  long- 
handled  mops,  of  course,  for  cleaning.  But  I 
wonder  how  many  of  us  would  like  to  see  our 
mothers  or  sisters  up  on  a  ladder  4  to  12  feet.  Not 
only  that,  but  on  the  ladder  with  them  they  have 
a  bucket  of  water,  and  safety  is  endangered  at  all 
times.  I  trust  that  this  order  will  pass,  and  that 
the  W.  P.  A.  officials  will  re-classify  these  women. 
When  it  comes  to  climbing  ladders,  it  is  a  man's 
job,  not  a  job  for  the  women  who  scrub  floors. 
They  have  a  long-handled  mop,  such  as  is  now 
being  used  in  different  institutions  and  buildings, 
and  when  ladders  are  brought  in  that  is  a  man's 
work.     I  hope  that  the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


AUTOMATIC  TRAFFIC  SIGNALS,  WARD  10. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  include 
in  his  1941  budget  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide  for 
the  installation  of  automatic  traffic  signals  at  the 
intersection  of  Tremont  and  Parker  streets,  Ward 
10. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


STATUS   OF   TEACHERS. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  giving  to  those  teachers  who  are 
engaged  in  home  instruction  work  the  same  status 
that  is  enjoyed  by  teachers  employed  in  temporary 
positions  in  the  schools. 

Coun.  CAREY — There  are  in  the  city  service 
forty  or  fifty  teachers  engaged  daily  in  going  into 
the  homes  of  those  who  have  some  disability  and 
who  have  to  have  the  school  brought  to  them. 
These  teachers  are  supposed  to  furnish  the  same 
type  of  instruction  as  temporary  teachers  in  the 
schools,  and  are  naturally  qualified  to  do  so.  But 
they  are  working  at  less  pay  and  have  to  spend 
40  or  50  cents  a  week  in  carfares.  They  may 
have  to  go  to  Roxbury,  East  Boston  or  Brighton, 
that  being  something  over  which  they  have  no 
control.  Due  to  the  fact  that  they  are  supposed 
to  furnisn  the  same  kind  of  instruction  as  those 
employed  in  temporary  positions  in  the  schools, 
I  feel  that  they  should  have  the  same  status,  be 
put  on  the  same  footing  as  temporary  teachers. 
I  trust  that  the  School  Committee  will  take  action 
in  the  matter. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


POLLING  BOOTH,  PRECINCT  10,  WARD  20. 

Coun.  LYON'S  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Election  Com- 
missioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  change  the  location  of  the  polling  booth 
for  Precinct  10,  Ward  20,  from  Falcon  street  to  the 
corner  of  Washington  and  La  Orange  streets, 
on  the  opposite  corner  to  where  it  was  originally 
located. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC    SIGNALS,    WARD    20. 

Conn.  LYON'S  offered  t  lie  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Traffic    Commissioner    be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
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automatic    traffic    signals    at.    the    intersection    of 
Baker  and  Spring  streets,  Ward  20,    to    safeguard 
and  protect  the  lives  of  children  in  going  to  and 
coming  from  schools  in  this  vicinity. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PURCHASE   OF  FOOD   STAMPS,   WARD  20 

Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  find  a 
suitable  location  in  Ward  20  where  welfare  re- 
cipients may  be  able  to  purchase  food  stamps 
under  the  new  Stamp  Plan. 

Coun.  LYONS— Mr.  President,  last  week  the 
Welfare  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston  arranged 
depots  throughout  the  city  where  welfare  recipients 
would  be  able  to  purchase  food  stamps  under  the 
new  Stamp  Plan.  The  only  place  they  forgot  was 
West  Roxbury.  The  people  of  my  district  have  to 
go  several  miles,  to  Hvde  Park,  to  purchase  stamps. 
So  I  hope  the  Welfare  Department  will  take  some 
action  in  this  matter.  They  are  doing  a  wonderful 
piece  of  work,  but  I  have  constituents  who  feel  that 
there  should  be  a  suitable  depot  in  West  Roxbury 
for  the  people  of  that  district. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CLEANING  OF  JOHNSON   MEMORIAL. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  Boston  Art  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  arrange 
for  a  thorough  cleaning  of  the  Johnson  Memorial 
at  the  entrance  to  the  Fenway  and  also  to  arrange 
for  the  replacement  of  the  missing  baluster  in 
balustrade  of  said  memorial. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC     SIGNALS.     BRIGHAM     CIRCLE, 
WARD    10. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  in- 
clude in  his  1!I41  budget  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide 
for  the  installation  of  automatic  traffic  signals 
at  Brigham  Circle,  Ward  10. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  LINEHAN, 
at  5.25  p.  in.,  to' meet  on  Mcndav,  November  25, 
1940,  at  2  p.  m. 


CITY    OF    BOSTON     PRINTING    DEPARTMENT 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  November  25,  1940. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  at  2  p.  m..  President  GALVIN 
in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Goode  and  Hurley. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments,  viz.: 

Weighers  of  Coal:  Louis  Novick,  55  Pasadena 
road,  Dorchester,  Mass.;  Dorothy  Novick,  55 
Pasadena  road,  Dorchester,  Mass.;  Arthur  J. 
Sangster,  16  Wampatuck  road,  Quincy,  Mass. 

Weigher  of  Goods:  William  j.  Kelly,  515  Beacon 
street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


CAR   TRACKS,    NORFOLK   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor;  November  22,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  President  and  General  Manager  of 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  relative  to  your 
order  of  October  28,  1940,  concerning  the  removal 
of  the  car  tracks  on  Norfolk  street,  at  Codman 
square  junction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway, 

November  22,  1940. 
Mr.  W.  T.  Dovle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — Since  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
October  31,  with  order  of  the  City  Council  re- 
questing the  removal  of  car  tracks  in  Norfolk 
street,  at  Codman  square,  Councilor  Wickes  has 
been  contacted,  and  what  he  desires  would  involve 
the  removal  of  381  linear  feet  of  single  track. 

We  have  no  objection  to  the  removal  of  this 
track  but  it  is  customary  to  remove  track  not 
required  for  transportation  purposes  in  connection 
with  the  repaving  of  the  street,  as  the  railway  is 
not  obligated  to  restore  the  pavement  after  the 
removal  of  the  track.  This  expense  would  devolve 
upon  the  City  of  Boston  if  our  track  is  removed  in 
Norfolk  street,  at  Codman  square. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Edward  Dana. 
President  and  General  Manager. 
Placed  on  file. 


FEDERAL  HOUSING   PROJECTS   IN 
CHARLESTOWN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  22,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  chairman  of  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  relative  to  your  order  of  September  9, 
1940,  concerning  the  making  of  a  survey  and 
report  the  possibility  of  additional  Federal  Housing 
Projects  in  Charlestown. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Boston  Housing  Authority, 

October  4,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear    Sir, — This    will    acknowledge    receipt    of 
your   communication   of   recent   date,    concerning 
the  City  Council  order  of  September  9,  1940, 


"That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make  a 
survey  and  report  the  possibility  of  additional 
Federal  Housing  Projects  in  Charlestown." 

You  are  respectfully  advised^  that   when  addi- 
tional   funds    are    available,    this    Authority    will 
give    every    consideration    to    the    possibility    of 
additional   housing   projects   in    Charlestown. 
Respectfully, 
John  A.  Breen,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING     DORCHESTER     AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  22,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
relative  to  your  order  of  October  21,  1940,  con- 
cerning the  resurfacing  of  Dorchester  avenue, 
from  the  Rapid  Transit  Bridge  to  Peabody  square, 
Ward  16,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

November  18,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Doyle, — This  is  in  reference  to  the 
following  order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  October  21,  1940: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  Dorchester  avenue,  from  the  Rapid 
Transit  Bridge  to  Peabody  square,  Ward  16, 
under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction." 

Due  to  the  season  of  the  year  and  the  proximity 
of  the  anticipated  inclement  weather,  it  would  be 
impractical  to  start  any  of  the  above-referenced 
resurfacing  work  at  the  present  time. 

When  preparing  the  W.  P.  A.  street  construction 
program  for  1941,  however,  careful  consideration 
will  be  given  to  complying  with  the  provisions 
of  the  above  order. 

Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


ANNOUNCEMENT    OF    SNOW    REMOVAL 
REGISTRATION  ^ON    RADIO. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  25,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
relative  to  your  order  of  November  18,  1940, 
concerning  the  making  due  announcement,  over 
the  radio  and  in  the  daily  press,  that  those  desiring 
employment  on  snow  removal  work  must  register 
at  their  local  city  yards  during  the  period  from 
November  18  to  November  23,  inclusive. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

November  25,  1940. 
Mr.  William  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — This  is  in  reference  to  the  following 
order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council  on 
November  18: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  make  due  announcement,  over  the  radio  and 
in  the  daily  press,  that  those  desiring  employment 
on  snow  removal  work  must  register  at  their  local 
city  yards  during  the  period  from  November  18 
to  23,  inclusive." 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my 
appreciation  for  the  splendid  cooperation  extended 
to  this  department  by  the  City  Hall  representa- 
tives of  the  press  and  by  the  officials  of  the  local 
radio  stations  in  connection  with  the  subject 
matter  of  the  above  order. 

The  publicity  given  this  matter  in  the  news- 
papers and  over  the  radio  was  a  most  important 
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factor  in  the  success  of  the  snow  registration  week, 
during   which    time    10,730    persons    registered   at 
(he  various  district  yards  for  snow  removal  work. 
Very  truly  yours, 
George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Leonard  J.  Beck  with,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Uuggles  street. 

Cecilia  Burke,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  427  Washington 
street. 

Albert  II  Curran,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  fire  apparatus. 

Henry  Dohcrty,  to  be  reimbursed  lor  aocident 
occurring  in  performance  of  duty. 

G.  F.  Fredericks,  for  compensation  for  damage 
h>  car  by  car  of  Health  Department. 

Charles  McCarthy,  to  be  reimbursed  for  accident 
occurring  while  in  performance  of  duty. 

William  M.  Miller,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  police  car. 

Andrew  Murphy,  to  be  reimbursed  for  accident 
which  occurred  while  in  performance  of  duty. 

Lorraine  Ness,  for  refund  on  dog  license. 

Emily  A.  Quinn,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  11  Water  street,  Neponset,  can  cd 
by  bursting  water  pipes. 

Dora  Rochman,  tor  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Woodrow  avenue. 

Louise  II.  Schaff,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Dorchester  street. 

Mary  Shiels,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  an  alleged  detect  in  Egleston  square. 

Christopher  \Y.  St.  George,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  clothing  caused  by  an  alleged  defect 
in  Frankfort  street,   East    Boston. 

Mary  C.  Smith,  for  compensation  for  collapse 
of  water  boiler  at  42  Kill  street. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 
Petitions  for  driveway  openings,  viz.: 
Claire   Reese   Knight,  tit   Stratford  sticei. 
Margaret  Scannefl,  240  Medford  street,  Waul  .'. 


KI.Kt    I  l«i\     lilt  1   UN    OF    NOTES    ON 

i  it  i:\si: 

The  following  was  received: 

( litj  <>f  Boston, 
Board  of  Elect  ion  I  'ommis-ioiici.-. 

November  I  5,  III  10. 
Wilfred  J.  Doyle,  Esq., 
City  Clerk. 
Dear  Sir, — We  hereby  certify  that   at  the  State 
Election   held   November   5,    1940,   the  vote  upon 
the  license  questions  in  this  city  was  as  follows: 

1.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  in  this  city  (or 
town)  for  the  sale  therein  of  all  alcoholic  beverages 
(whisky,  rum,  gin,  malt  beverages,  wines  and  all 
other  alcoholic  beverages)?  Yes,  203,387.  No, 
50,54.5. 

2.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  in  this  city  (or 
town)  for  the  sale  therein  of  wines  and  malt 
beverages  (wines  and  beer,  ale  and  all  other  malt 
beverages)?     Yes,  197.069.     No,  43,649. 

3.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  in  this  city  (or 
town)  for  the  sale  therein  of  all  alcoholic  beverages 
in  packages,  so  called,  not  to  be  drunk  on  the 
premises?     Yes,  203,609.     No,  38,536. 

Very  truly  yours, 

William  A.  Motley.  Jr., 
Frederic  E.  Dowling, 
Francis  B.  McKinney, 
Hilda   Hedstrom  Quirk. 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners. 
Placed  on  file. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

Applications  for   minors'   licenses  were  received 
from  nine  newsboys  and  six  bootblacks. 
Leave  granted  on  usual  conditions. 


APPROVAL   OF   TAX   TITLE   LOAN. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Emergency 
Finance  Board  of  vote  passed  November  22,  1940, 
approving  renewal  of  tax  title  loan  of  SI, 500,000. 

Placed  on  file. 


ELECTION     OF     STENOGRAPHER-CLERK 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  now  proceed  tc 
the  election    of  a  stenographer-clerk. 

The  order  was  passed. 

President  GALVIN— The  clerk  will  call  the  roll 
and  each  councilor,  as  his  name  is  called,  will 
announce  his  choice. 

Conn.  LINEMAN -Mr  President.  I  would  like 
io  ask  a  question  for  information.  I  would  ask 
the  President  if  this  refers  to  the  matter  that  we 
discussed  last  week? 

Presidenl  GALVIN— Yes. 

Coun.  LINEH  \N      Nothing  new'1 

President  GALVIN— No. 

Coun.  SHATTTJCK— Mr.  President,  I  am  not 
opposed  to  the  appointment  of  this  particular 
person,  and  it  may  be  that  we  need  additional 
stenographic  assistance.  Put  I  think  we  ought 
to  consider  the  question  in  connection  with  the 
services  to  the  Council  as  a  whole.  We  still  have 
before  us  another  proposed  position,  a  first  assistant 
city  messenger,  that  has  been  on  the  table  here 
for  a  long  time,  and  we  have  not  decided  what 
we  are  going  to  take  on  that.  Another 
difficulty  is  the  fact  that  we  have  an  employee  on 
part-time  service  where  probably  we  should  get 
full-time  service  1  should  like,  therefore,  to  Bee 
the  entire  situation  as  to  the  various  attaches 
and  their  duties  considered  as  a  whole,  taking  up 
ill,  que-tion  of  whether  they  are  fully  employed 
in  their  duties  and  whether  or  not  we  could  get 
along  perhaps  without  filling  this  vacancy,  with 
more  efficient  service  from  those  who  are  here 
now.  For  that  reason,  as  this  matter  now  conies 
up  for  a  "Yes"  or  "No"  vote.  I  Bhall  vote  "No," 
because  I  think  we  ought  to  review  the  entire 
situation  so  far  as  these  services  are  concerned  and 
the  duties  in  connect  ion  with  them. 

Coun  GOTTLIEB  -Mr  President.  I  feel  that 
tin  suggestion  of  the  councilor  from  the  Pack  Hay 
is  an  excellent  one.  and  I  agree  with  him  that  we 
should  in  the  future  review  the  activities  of  the 
ol  t  be  <  'it.\  ( "ouncil.  Hut  I  fool  that  it 
is  fairly  obvious  that  t  lie  duties  of  the  other 
attaches  of  the  Council,  as  they  are  revealed  to 
do  not  in  any  way  affect  the  value  of  tins 
particular  appointment.  This  appointment  deals 
wit  h  t  he  services  of  a  stenographic  clerk,  and  we  all 
know  that  the  services  (hat  we  as  members  of  the 
City  Council  need  most  are  the  services  of  a 
stenographer.  The  young  man  for  whom  thin 
appointment  is  considered,  for  whom  the  position 
was  created,  is  one  who  can  do  stenographic  work, 
and.  regardless  of  what  we  may  decide  about  the 
other  positions,  this  is  an  appointment  that  _  I 
believe  should  be  made.  It  may  l>e  that,  in 
regard  to  other  assistance,  it  might  be  obtained 
from  the  regular  civil  service  stenographic  lists, 
in  order  that  members  of  the  Council  may  have 
the  assistance  they  should  have  in  taking  rare 
of  the  letters  that  must  be  sent  to  their  respective 
constituents.  I  do  feel,  however,  that  this 
appointment   should   be   made. 

Conn  CAREY — Mr.  President.  I  am  inclined 
to  agree  with  what  Councilor  Shatluck  has  said, 
although  I  want  it  understood  that  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  young  man  here  referred  to  in 
this  order.  This  young  man  —  Alfred  C.  Holland. 
of  77  Park  street.  Dorchester — is  a  capable  .voting 
man.  who  has  already  displayed  his  ability  to  the 
members  of  the  Council.  While  I  have  no  objec- 
tion whatever  to  the  young  man  personally,  I 
think  I  must  subscribe  to  the  remarks  that  have 
been  made  by  Councilor  Shattuck,  to  the  effect 
that  the  whole  subject  of  the  attaches  rendering 
assistance  to  the  members  of  the  Council  should 
be  considered  at  one  time.  I  feel,  therefore,  that 
I  will  have  to  pass  on  this  vote  at  this  particular 
time. 

President  GALVIN— The  clerk  will  call  the 
roll,  and  the  members  as  their  names  are  called 
will  rise  and  declare  their  choice. 

On  the  roll  call,  the  following  members  voted 
for  Alfred  C.  Holland,  of  77  Park  street, 
Dorchester: 

Coun.  Coffey.  Englert.  Fish,  Galvin,  Gottlieb, 
Hutchinson,     Kelly,     Langan.     Linehan,     Lyons, 
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Russo,  Scannell,  D.  F.  Sullivan,  M.  H.  Sullivan 
Taylor,  Ward,  Wickes — 17. 

No — Coun.  Shattuck — 1. 

When  Coun.  Shattuek's  name  was  called  he  said: 

Mr.  President,  I  rise  partly  to  make  an  inquiry. 
I  am  not  in  favor  of  filling  this  position  at  this 
time.  Is  there  any  form  in  which  I  should  vote 
under  those  circumstances? 

President  GALVIN — The  question  is  on  filling 
the  position.     That  is  the  chief  question. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— And  I  do  not  wish  to  fill 
the  position  at  this  time.  So,  if  that  is  the  proper 
way  to  state  my  position,  I  shall  vote  "  No." 

President  GALVIN — Seventeen  members  having 
voted  for  Mr.  Holland,  he  is  appointed  to  the 
position. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  as  I  under- 
stand the  situation,  our  vote  simply  means  that 
the  city  is  not  spending  one  dollar  more  for  the 
services  rendered  by  this  man;  that  he  has  been 
paid  for  the  services  we  have  been  receiving  at  a 
return  of  $1,800  a  year? 

President  GALVIN — That  is  correct. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

President  GALVIN  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  2  on  the  calendar,  vh.: 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  November  18,  1940.  of  Lloyd  Motilton, 
Walter  Everton,  Jr.,  Fred  Cameron  and  John 
Walsh  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Ward  and  Chase.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  17;  yes  16,  no  1,  and  the  appointments 
were  confirmed. 


PERMANENT   OPERATOR, 
ELEVATOR. 


CITY    HALL 


Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  appoint  a  permanent  operator  on  the 
elevator  on  the  west  side  of  City  Hall. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  the  situation 
referred  to  in  this  order  was  brought  to  our  atten- 
tion here  several  weeks  ago.  At  the  present  time 
they  are  using  welfare  recipients  to  operate  the 
elevator. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    FINANCE. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (referred 
November  18)  for  loan  of  8325,000  for  Public 
Works  and  Public  Welfare  Departments — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 


The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  when  the 
$2,000,000  title  loan  was  up,  last  Monday,  I  read 
a  letter  from  the  City  Auditor  concerning  the 
state  of  the  indebtedness  and  the  probable  further 
issues  that  might  be  made  during  the  balance  ot 
the  fiscal  year,  and  in  that  letter  it  appeared  that 
the  auditor  did  not  have  in  mind  this  welfare  loan, 
that  his  forecast  did  not  include  a  loan  for  welfare 
purposes.  I  now  have  before  me  a  letter  from  the 
Budget  Commissioner,  who  keeps  track  of  these 
things,  and  he  says  that  this  will  be  the  last 
borrowing  for  welfare  for  the  current  year  and  that 
the  borrowing  for  this  year  will  be  smaller  than 
for  last  year,  and  that  "the  financial  officers 
of  the  city  have  high  hopes  of  reducing  the  re- 
quirements considerably  in  the  coming  year." 
I  also  have  another  letter  from  the  City  Auditor 
in  which  he  gives  a  somewhat  closer  estimate 
of  the  city  debt,  and  the  figures  show  that  the 
condition  of  the  city  will  at  any  rate  be  a  little 
better  than  it  was  at  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal 
year.  At  the  committee  meeting  last  Thursday 
we  had  present  the  City  Auditor,  Mr.  O'Hare 
and  Mr.  Murphy  of  the  Welfare  Department,  and 
Budget  Commissioner  Lang,  and  the  amount 
stated  in  the  order  has  received  the  approval  of 
your  committee.  I  think  any  further  comment  is 
unnecessary. 

The  letters  referred  to  by  Coun.  Shattuck  are  as 
follows: 

City  of  Boston, 
Budget  Department,  November  22,  1940. 
Hon.    Henry     L.    Shattuck,     50    Federal    Street, 
Boston.  Mass. 
Dear  Councilor  Shattuck, — I  have  talked  with 
City  Auditor  Fox  concerning  his  letter  to  you  of 
November  15,  and' undoubtedly  he  had  borrowing 
other  than  for  relief  purposes  in   mind  when   he 
wrote  you.     The  present  order  pending  before  the 
Council  for  W.  P.  A.  and  Welfare  funds,  barring 
some   remote    contingency    (which    is    highly    im- 
probable),   will    furnish    the    city    with   sufficient 
funds  to  continue  its  relief  and  welfare  programs 
for  the  balance  of  the  year. 

This   borrowing  results  in   an   over-all  total  of 
less  than  last  year,  and  the  financial  officers  of  the 
city  have  high  hopes  of  reducing  the  requirements' 
considerably  in  the  coming  year. 
Very  truly  yours, 

.  Francis  X.  Lang, 

Budget  Commissioner. 

City  of  Boston, 
Auditing  Department,  November  22,  1940. 
Hon.    Henry    L.    Shattuck,     50    Federal    Street, 
Boston,  Mass. 
Dear   Councilor   Shattuck, — For  your  informa- 
tion and  consideration,  I  am  submitting  the  follow- 
ing table,  which  shows  in  more  exact  form  than 
the  estimate  submitted  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the 
15th  instant  of  the  probable  net  debt  of  the  city. 
at  the  close  of  the  current  year: 


Net  Debt,  October  31,  1940 '$130,  u?-vn?,n  nn 

Plus  debt  issued  as  of  November  1,  1940 ' _  8t)7,000  00 

$130,888,783   95 

^Debt  due  and  payable  December  1,  1940 $2,313,000 

Debt  due  and  payable  December  31,  1940 In'nnn 

Estimated  betterment  collections •  ■  • ou.uuu     .     „  e4(.  50Q  0() 

Estimated  net  debt  December  31,  1940 .r • .$128,242,283  95 


The  above  computation  has  been  made  without 
any  reference  to  the  debt  measure  now  under 
consideration  by  your  committee.  Since  the 
approval  of  the  City  Council  and  the  Emergency 
Finance  Board  must  be  secured  for  this  measure 
I  have  not  felt  it  desirable  to  include  it  in  my 
calculations.  Assuming  it  is  eventually  approved 
and  the  debt  actually  issued,  the  net  debt  figure 
shown  in  the  foregoing  table  will  be  correspond- 
ingly increased. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Charles  J.   Fo\, 

City  Auditor. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  passed> 
yeas  19,  nays  0. 


SUPERVISOR  OF  NURSES,  CITY  HOSPITAL. 
Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Boston  City  Hospital  be  requested,  through  Inn 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  inform  the  Boston  Citj 
Council  whether  or  not  "a  serious  situation  in 
the  nursing  school  in  1930-37,"  referred  to  in 
the  "Report  on  Hospital  by  Finance  Commis- 
sion April  (i,  1939,"  has  since  been  sufficiently 
remedied  to  the  extent  that  a  Boston  City  Hospital 
graduate  nurse  can  In-  considered  as  eligible  for 
the  position  ot  supervisor  of  nurses;  In-  ii  furthei 
Ordered,  That  if  the  information  given  by 
the  Board  of  Trustees  answers  the  above  re- 
quest affirmatively,  that  ilir  said  Board  of  Trus- 
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tees  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  immediately  discharge  the  newly-appointed 
supervisor  of  nurses  and  appoint  a  Boston  City 
Hospital  graduate  nurse  as  acting  supervisor 
until  such  time  as  a  permanent  supervisor  be 
appointed. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONGRATULATIONS  TO   BOSTON 
COLLEGE   EAGLES 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  Boston  College  Eagles,  not 
alone  by  the  success  thai  1ms  marked  their  efforts 
on  the  gridiron  but  by  the  caliber  of  sportsman- 
ship and  splendid  manhood  manifested  by  Coach 
Leahy's  (earn  on  every  occasion,  has  rendered  a 
distinctive  service  to  the  city  whose  name  the 
team  bears;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council 
membership  congratulate  the  coaching  staff  and 
playing  squad  and  express  I  lie  sincere  hope  thai 
the  Boston  College  team  as  the  No.  1  football 
aggregation  of  the  nation  may  be  Belected  a-  the 
competitor  for  the  Rose  Howl  gami 

Passed  under    u  i tension  "i  the  rule 


NAMING   OF   TRAFFIC   CIRC!  I 
ANDREW     M.'I'Alilv 


AT 


Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  foil 

Ordered,   That    the    Hoard    of    Street    Commis- 
sioners    be     requested,     through     his     II 
Mayor,  to  name  the  new  traffic  circle  al   Andrew 
square,    War. I   7.    Count    Casimii    Pulaski    Circle, 

and  that  same  be  suitably  marked  with     i 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONDITION    OF    HARKS    AM)    PLAY 
GROUNDS, 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Budgel    Commissioner   be 

requested,    through    Ins    Honor    the    Mayor,    when 
considering  the  Park  Department  budgel  for  1 . '  1 1 
to  allow  a  sum  sufficient  to  place  all  the  parks  and 
playgrounds      throughout      the      city      in      pn 
condition. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  earlier  in 
(he  year  1  filed  an  order  asking  bis  Honor  the 
Mayor  to  request  the  Park  Commii  ionei 
place  in  proper  condition  the  various,  what  1  call 
sand-lot,  playgrounds.  1  have  been  informed 
since  then  that  there  was  insufficient  money  in 
the  budget  ol  the  Hark  Department  to  do  that,  but 
that  probably  some  time  in  the  near  future  il 
might  be  taken  care  of.  I  certainly  realise  that 
if  we  are  going  to  have  it  done  next  yeai  some  plan 
must  be  devised  so  that  the  Park  Commissioner 
will  have  sufficient  monej  in  bis  budget  to  take 
care  of  the  needs  of  the  playgrounds  through, nit 
the  city.  I  have  had  occasion  to  see  about  six 
park  football  games  this  last  fall,  and  I  know  that 
many  players  have  been  injured  due  to  the  fact 
that  there  was  not  grass  enough  on  the  playgrounds, 
and  that  the  players  fell  on  hard,  stony  ground. 
While  I  have  noticed  that,  particularly  on  a 
playground  in  South  Boston,  I  think  the  same 
thing  applies  to  every  playground  in  the  city. 
Certainly  such  a  condition  should  be  remedied. 
I  realize  that  it  is  going  to  cost  money  to  get  such 
improvements,  but  1  also  know  that  a  tremendous 
amount  of  money  is  being  spent  on  beautiful 
places  like  the  Public  Garden  and  the  Fens.  Of 
course,  we  all  realize  the  importance  ol  having 
such  beautiful  places,  but  they  do  not  help  to  build 
up  the  bodies  of  the  youngsters  of  the  city.  We 
all  know  that  at  the  present  time  the  selective 
draft  is  in  operation,  and  that  they  are  calling  on 
young  men  from  twenty-one  to  thirty-five  in  that 
draft.  I  certainly  feel  that  when  these  youngsters 
get  to  the  age  of  twenty-one,  they  will  be  in  better 
shape  to  go  successfully  through  a  year  of  the 
draft  if  they  have  proper  playground  facilities 
afforded  them.  That  will  certainly  place  them  in 
better  physical  condition,  and  it  seems  to  me 
exceedingly  important,  therefore,  that  the  playing 
conditions  in  the  athletic  fields  throughout  the 
city  should  be  improved.  I  intended  to  wait 
until  next  year  before  filing  such  an  order  for 
South   Boston  and   other   parks   or   playgrounds, 


but  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  act  upon  the 
matter  now  than  it  would  be  to  wait  until  the 
incoming  year,  so  that  proper  attention  may  be 
given  to  the  matter  and  it  can  be  taken  care  of. 
If  action  is  taken  at  this  time,  something  can  un- 
doubtedly be  done  in  the  way  of  properly  preparing 
the  city  playgrounds  in  the  near  future.  If  the 
result  should  be  that  we  spend  a  little  less  money 
on  the  Public  Garden  and  other  so-called  beauty 
-pots,  and  spend  somewhat  more  in  this  way  so 
that  the  youngsters  can  have  proper  playing 
facilities,  I  think  we  will  have  healthier  youngsters 
to  build  up  the  citizenry  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
I  sincerely  hope,  therefore,  that  the"  matter  will 
be  brought  to  the  attention  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
in  I  his  way.  I  know  that  he  would  like  to  do  it, 
and  we  can  at  least  request  the  Budget  Commis- 
sioner, through  lu~  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  allow 
a  -11111  sufficient  for  this  pun* 

the  ordei   was  passed  tinaei   suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SUPERINTENDENT     OF     NURSES,     CITY 
HOSPITAL. 
Coun.  KELLY-    Mr.  1 'resident.  1  ask  unanimous 

to  make  a  statement. 

President  GALVIN— If  there  is  no  objection. 
ouncilor  ma)  proo 

Coun.  KELLY  Mr.  President,  we  learn  that 
Miss  Busche  has  been  appointed  Director  of  the 
City  Hospital  School  of  .Nursing  and  Superintend- 
ding  .Mi's  Laura 
Logan.     Mr.  Pn  and  1  were  members 

of  the  Council  in  1938,  when  the  hospital  budget 
was  submitted  to  the  membet  it)  Council, 

and  there  was  then  an  order  introduced  to  cut 
the  hospital  budgel  115,000,  which  sum  would 
include   lb.  Miss    Logan   and  others   of 

lur  staff.     I   realised,  members  did  at 

that  time,  that  such  a  reduction  could  not  be 
applied  bj  us  to  bucIi  specific  cases,  that  it  would 
Simpl)  mean  a  oil  in  I  he  total  amount  for  the 
Citj  Hospital,  and  that  it  did  not  necessarily 
[man  that  the  cut  would  affect  Miss  Logan  anil 
her  assistants.  One  year  later  I  was  going  to 
introduce  a  similar  order,  but  the  trustees  promised 
me  that  if  I  would  lay  off.  not  giving  publicity 
to  the  matter  in  the  Cit)  Council.  Miss  Logan's 
service^  would  be  dispeiiseil  wnli,  and  a  graduate 

of     tin-     Cit)      Hospital     Nursing     School     would     get 

the  position.  Naturally,  I  did  nut  push  the  matter 
further  at  that  time.  So  later  on  their  promise 
to  me  was  made  good.  BE  we  all  know,  so  far  as 
Mis  concerned.     But,  lo  and  behold, 

what    did    they    do?     I       ead   of   appointing 
oi    il,,-    Nursing   School   graduates,   they   insulted 
the    intelligence    of    the    Boston    Cit)     Hospital 
ing    .-el,,,,, i    graduates,     who    are    certainly 
qualified  for  this  position   in   the   City   Hospital, 

b)       appointing      Mis.s      Logan's      assistant,      Miss 

Busche,  thereby  discouraging  every  girl  there 
has  gone  through  the  City  Hospital  School 
of  Nursing.  What  more  discouraging  thing 
could  In-  done  under  the  circumstances,  than  the 
appointing  of  Miss  Logan's  assistant,  instead  of 
giving  the  job  to  a  Boston  girl  and  a  graduate  of 
thai     niir.-i!  ■_  Certainly,    such    a    girl    is 

entitled  to  the  position  and   is  qualified  to  fill  the 

position. 

sum,  under  same  heading.) 


PAYMENTS     OF     WELFARE     RECIPIENTS 
ON    WEDNESDAY. 

1)   F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.   That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare 
be  requested,  through  Ins   Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
tder   the   possibility   of   paying   recipients   of 

welfare.    Mothers'  Aid,  and  old  age  pension,   who 
usually    receive    their    allotment    on    Friday,    on 

Wednesday,  as  Thursday  is  Thanksgiving. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


No    DUMPING    oF   SNOW    ON    PLAY- 
GROUNDS. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That   the   Hark   Commissioner  be  in- 
structed, through  his  Honor  the  .Mayor,  to  allow 
no  snow   to  be  dumped  in  the  various  playgrounds 
throughout  the  city;  and  he  it  further 
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Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
notify  all  contractors  of  same. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROHIBITION   OF   NOISE. 
Coun.  M.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Unnecessary  Noise:  Punishment. 
Be  it  enacted,  etc. 

(A)  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance 
the  creation  of  any  unreasonably  loud,  disturb- 
ing and  unnecessary  noise  in  the  city  is  pro- 
hibited. Noise  of  such  character,  intensity  and 
duration  as  to  be  detrimental  to  the  life  or 
health  of  any  individual  is  prohibited. 

(B)  The  following  acts  are  declared  to  be  loud, 
disturbing  and  unnecessary  noises  in  violation  of 
this  section: 

1.  The  sounding  of  any  horn  or  signal  device 
on  any  automobile,  motorcycle,  bus,  street  car 
or  other  vehicle  while  not  in  motion,  except  as  a 
danger  signal  if  another  vehicle  is  approaching 
apparently  out  of  control,  or  if  in  motion  only 
as  a  danger  signal  after  or  as  brakes  are  being 
applied  and  deceleration  of  the  vehicle  is  in- 
tended; the  creation  by  means  of  any  such  signal 
device  of  any  unreasonably  loud  or  harsh  sound; 
and  the  sounding  of  such  device  for  an  unneces- 
sary and  unreasonable  period  of  time. 

2.  The  playing  of  any  radio,  phonograph  or 
any  musical  instrument  in  such  a  manner  or 
with  such  volume,  particularly  during  the  hours 
between  11  p.  m.  and  7  a.  m.  as  to  annoy  or 
disturb  the  quiet,  comfort  or  repose  of  persons 
in  any  dwelling,  hotel  or  other  type  of  residence. 

3.  The  keeping  of  any  animal  which  by 
causing  frequent  or  needlessly  long  continued 
noise  shall  disturb  the  comfort  and  repose  of  any 
person  in  the  vicinity. 

4.  The  use  of  any  automobile,  motorcycle, 
street  car  or  vehicle  so  unreasonably  out  of 
repair,  so  loaded  in  such  a  manner  as  to  create 
loud  and  unnecessary  grating,  grinding,  rattling 
ot  other  noises. 

5.  The  blowing  of  any  steam  whistle  attai  hed 
to  j  any  stationary  boiler  except  to  give  notice  of 
the  time  to  begin  or  stop  work  or  as  a  warning 
of  danger. 

6.  The  discharge  into  the  open  air  of  the 
exhaust  of  any  stationary  internal  combustion 
engine,  automobile  motor  or  motor  boat  engine 
except  through  a  muffler  or  other  device  which 
will  effectively  prevent  loud  or  explosive  noises 
therefrom. 

7.  The  erection,  including  excavating,  demo- 
lition, alteration  or  repair  cf  any  building  other 
than  between  7  a.  m.  and  6  p.  m.  on  week  days; 
except  in  case  oi  urgent  necessity  in  the  interest 
of  public  safety  or  welfare  and  then  only  with  a 
permit  from  the  commissioner  of  police,  which 
permit  may  be  renewed  for  a  period  of  three 
days  or  less  while  the  emergency  continues. 

8.  The  creation  of  any  excessive  noise  on  any 
street  adjacent  to  any  school,  institution  of 
learning  or  court  while  the  same  is  in  session,  or 
adjacent  to  any  hospital,  which  unreasonably 
interferes  with  the  workings  of  such  institution, 
provided  conspicious  signs  are  displayed  in  such 
streets  indicating  that  the  same  is  a  school, 
hospital  or  court  street. 

9.  The  creation  of  a  loud  and  excessive  noise 
in  connection  with  loading  or  unloading  any 
vehicle  or  the  opening  and  destruction  of  bales, 
boxes,  crates  and  containers. 

10.  The  use  of  mechanical  loud  speakers  or 
amplifiers  on  trucks  or  other  moving  vehicles  for 
advertising  or  other  purposes  except  upon  specific 
permit  therefor  from  the  commissioner  of  police. 
(C)  Violations:  Any  person  who  shall  violate  any 
of  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be  punished 
as  follows:  Upon  conviction  for  the  first  offense, 
by  a  fine  of  one  dollar  or  by  imprisonment  for  one 
day;  upon  conviction  for  the  second  offense 
within  one  year  from  the  commission  of  the  first 
offense,  by  a  fine  of  two  dollars  or  by  imprison- 
ment for  two  days;  upon  conviction  for  a  third 
offense  within  one  year  from  the  commission  of 
the  first  offense,  by  a  fine  of  ten  dollars,  or  by 
imprisonment  for  ten  days. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
understand  that  there  is  among  the  City  Ordinances 
today  an  ordinance  relating  to  noise  in  the  City 
of  Boston,  but  I  believe  this  is  a  more  comprehen- 
sive ordinance   on  that  subject.     Some  time   ago 


Mayor  LaGuardia  had  an  ordinance  passed  in 
New  York  relating  to  noise  in  that  city,  and 
this  ordinance  I  now  present  is  based  on  the 
ordinance  submitted  by  Mayor  LaGuardia  at 
that  time,  and  it  has  been  taken  up  by  one  of  the 
Boston  newspapers,  and  as  I  have  presented  it 
here  it  is  substantially  as  it  appeared  in  the  editorial 
columns  of  that  paper.  I  believe  that  the  provi- 
sions of  the  New  York  ordinance,  as  here  sub- 
mitted, cover  the  subject  better  than  our  present 
ordinance,  but,  of  course,  it  can  be  submitted  to 
Councilor  Lyons'  committee,  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  and  they  can  examine  it. 

Coun.  LYONS — Mr.  President,  will  the  councilor 
explain  what  noises  there  are  now  in  Boston  that 
are  not  covered  by  our  present  ordinance. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— The  Council  meet- 
ings on  Monday.     (Laughter.) 

The  ordinance  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

Coun.  RUSSO,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (referred 
November  18)  for  sale  of  land  on  Chestnut  Hill 
avenue — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  this  is  the  same 
order  that  we  tabled  last  week.  I  should  like  to 
have  somebody  in  charge  give  us  some  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  it.  I  thought  that  I  might  be 
asked  to  sit  in  with  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  see  what  they  were  going  to  do  with 
this  matter  of  the  sale  of  this  land.  If  it  is  just 
the  same  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  (Coun.  Russo),  I  would  like  to  have 
him  explain  what  happened. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  on  November  20 
we  had  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands.  There  were  present  at  that  meeting  Rabbi 
Shubow,  Jacob  Fisher,  and  Mr.  Jacob  B.  Learner, 
as  men  interested  in  this  particular  parcel  of  land. 
They  stated  at  the  time  that  the  land  would  be 
used  for  the  erection  of  a  synagogue  and  what 
was  termed  a  room  for  study.  They  are  Willing 
to  incorporate  that  in  the  bill  of  sale,  so  that  there 
will  be  no  question  in  anybody's  mind  of  the  land 
being  used  for  any  other  purposes. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 


.     "STOP"    SIGNS,   WARD    10. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Traffic    Commissioner    be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
"Stop"   signs  at   the  junction   of   Lamartine  and 
Mozart  streets,  Ward  10. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EMERGENCY   DELIVERY   OF   FUEL. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Wel- 
fare be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  make  immediate  arrangements  for  the  emergency 
delivery  of  fuel  to  recipients  of  welfare  aid, 
Mothers'  Aid,  and  Old  Age"  Assistance. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  as  I  understand 
the  basis  of  numerous  complaints  received  over 
the  week-end,  there  has  been  no  delivery  made 
of  fuel  to  Mothers'  Aid  and  Welfare  cases,  although 
I  hear  that  there  have  been  a  few  deliveries  to 
recipients  of  old  age  assistance.  It  is  pretty  late 
in  the  year,  today  for  example  is  very  cold, and 
we  have  had  cold  weather  for  the  past  few  days, 
with  the  holiday  coming  along  on  Thursday.  But 
it  seems  that  these  recipients,  through  no  fault  of 
their  own,  must  wait.  I  don't  think  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  is  to  be  blamed  for  it.  Clearly,  how- 
ever, immediate  action  should  be  taken.  There 
is  necessarily,  of  course,  some  delay  in  mailing 
out  orders  and  getting  deliveries;  so  it  becomes 
all  the  more  important  that  action  be  taken  at 
once.  Certainly,  with  such  weather  as  we  are 
having  today,  these  people  are  entitled  to  fuel. 
Certainly,  some  plan  should  be  made  whereby 
emergency  deliveries  can  be  completed  between 
now  and  the  next  forty-eight  hours.  It  is  cer- 
tainly   better,  even    if    they    were    to    look    at    it 
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merely  from  the  economical  standpoint,  that  these 
Mothers'  Aid,  Welfare  and  Old  Age  Assistance 
cases  should  be  taken  care  of  by  prompt  deliveries 
of  fuel,  rather  than  have  these  people  obliged  to 
go  to  the  City  Hospital  or  to  Long  Island.  I 
hope  the  order  will  be  passed  today  and  that  these 
people  will  be  taken  care  of  immediately. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  in  the  chair. 


ROPING   OFF   STREETS    THANKSGIVING 
DAY. 

Coun.  GALVIN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  directed 
to  do  the  necessary  roping  in  connection  with  I  be 
Thanksgiving  Day  Parade  to  be  conducted  on 
Thursday,  November  28,  the  expense  of  same  to 
be  charged  to  the  City  Council  appropriation  for 
Flags,  Ropes  and  Stakes. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SCHOOL     PROPERTIES     AVAILABLE     FOR 
PLAYGROUNDS,    WARD    21. 

Coun.  WARD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,      Thai      the      Department      of     School 
Buildings  be  requested  by   bis   Honor  the   Mayor 
to  make  a  survey  of  all  unused  school  properties 
available  for  playground  purposes  in  Ward  21. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ARC  LIGHT,   BELI.YISTA    ROAD.    WARD  21. 

Coun.  WARD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Department  be 

directed  to  place  an  arc  light   on   Bellvists   road, 

corner  of  Allston  street,  Ward  21. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule 


BUS    SHELTER,    WARD    19. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB,  for  Coun.  Langan,  offered 
I  he  following: 

Ordered.  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request  tin- 
Park  Commissioner  to  consider  the  advisability 
of  building  a  bus  shelter  on  Centre  street,  Ward 
19,  in  front  of  the  Poor  Clare  Convent 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PEDESTRIAN    LIGHT,    WARD    19, 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB,  for  Coun.  Langan.  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request  the 
Traffic  Commissioner  to  consider  the  advisability 
of  installing  a  pedestrian  light  at  the  traffic  circle 
at  Pond  street  and  the  Arborway,  Ward  19,  when 
same  is  erected. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


OPPOSITION     TO     PROPOSED     LUXURY 
TAX. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  so-called  luxury  tax  proposed  by 
the  State  Tax  Commissioner  is  obviously  mis- 
named, affecting  as  it  does  the  prices  of  several 
necessities  of  life;  and 

Whereas,  This  new  tax  militates  against  the 
interests  of  citizens  of  modest  income  who  are 
least  able  to  pay  this  additional  expense;  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  membership  of  the  Boston 
City  Council  voice  their  opposition  to  this  pro- 
posed plan  for  additional  taxes. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  COFFEY,  the  Council  at 
3.15  went  into  executive  session,  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and 
were  called  to  order  by  Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN 
at  3.36  p.  m. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON    LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petitions  for  driveway  licenses, 
recommending  that  leave  be  granted,  viz.: 

New  England  Deaconess  Hospital  (referred 
November  18).  at  175  Pilgrim  road. 

New  England  Deaconess  Hospital  (referred 
November  18),  at  30  Autumn  street.  Ward  4. 

H.  P.  Hood  &  Son-,  Inc.  'referred  September  1G), 
Saratoga  street.  Ward  1. 

Jennie  Gavegnano,  321  and  323  Bennington 
street . 

Erhardt  Schatz  (referred  September  30),  70 
Norton  street. 

Report  accepted;  licenses  granted  under  usual 
condil  ions 

2  Petition  of  Modern  Bus  Lines,  Inc.  (referred 
June  24).  to  operate  five  motor  vehicle-  commenc- 
ing at  Boston-Dedham  line  al  Spring  street,  over 
Spring  street,  over  State  Route  1  to  Boston-Ded- 
ham line.  Also  commencing  at  Boston-Dedham 
line  al  Washington  street,  over  Washington  street 
to  Forest  Hills  elevated  station  and  return— that 
same  ought  to  pass 

Report  accepted;  license  granted  under  usual 
condit  ions. 


USE    OF     TAX     LIEN     PROPERTIES     FOR 
PLAYGROUNDS. 

Coun    i  II  VSE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That    the    proper   authorities    be    re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  -Mayor,  to  make  a 
survey  of  all  old  and  dilapidated   building-  in   the 

congested  areas  of  the  city,  which  were  taken  for 
non-payment  of  taxes,  with  a  view  to  converting 
same  into  playgrounds  under  a  W.  P.  A.  plan. 

Coun.  c||  VSE— Mr.  President,  there  are  many 
old  and  dilapidated  buildings  in  certain  area-  of 
the  city  which  are  nothing  but  firetrap-  and 
hazards  to  public  safety.  The  City  of  Boston 
now  has  title  to  these  properties.  They  are  abso- 
lutely valueless  and  a  liability  to  the  city.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  city  is  constantly  think- 
ing of  ways  and  means  to  use  W.  1'.  A.  money  to 
keep  the  idle  employed,  I  think  this  is  a  place 
where  many  people  might  be  employed,  razing 
these  old  building-,  which  arc  nothing  but  eye- 
BOres  and  fire  ri-k.-.  and  thereby  creating  space  for 
playgrounds  for  the  children.  One  of  the  old 
stories  is  that  the  city  cannot  afford  to  continue 
to  carry  on  these  playgrounds,  because  it  necessi- 
tates the  placing  of  playground  supervisors  in 
them.  You  and  I  know  that  in  many  congested 
areas  of  the  city  the  children  are  compelled  to 
play  on  the  streets  and  sidewalks,  with  prac- 
tically no  protection  whatever.  It  would  be  much 
better  to  have  them  in  a  safe  place,  in  a  confined 
area,  without  supervision,  than  in  the  middle  of 
the  streets,  where  they  are  constantly  in  jeopardy, 
from  automobile  traffic  and  other  menaces.  The 
city  could  convert  such  properties,  even  small 
area-,  into  safety  zones  for  the  children,  walled  or 
protected  in  other  ways,  thus  allowing  the  children 
to  enjoy  these  safety  zones,  even  if  sufficient  money 
could  not  be  appropriated  to  equip  them  for  play- 
grounds and  to  supervise  them.  I  hope  hi-  Honor 
the  -Mayor  will  consider  tin.-  matter,  because  I 
know  he  is  very  much  interested  in  providing 
playground  areas  for  the  children. 

Coun.  GALVIN — Mr.  President,  I  am  in  full 
accord  with  the  councilor  irr  his  proposition  to  tear 
down  these  old.  dilapidated  buildings.  I  know- 
that  we  have  in  Charlestown  many  that  might  be 
torn  down  by  .Jim  Mooney,  furnishing  playing 
areas  for  the  children  and  at  the  same  time  fur- 
nishing employment.  I  think  Jim  Mooney's 
department  might  well  tear  down  these  dilapidated 
structures  throughout  the  city,  and  at  lea-t  a 
part  of  the  expense  might  be  charged  up  in  many 
eases  to  the  owners. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — Mr.  Presiderrt.  I  also  wish  to 
agree  with  the  councilor  from  the  Back  Bay 
tCoun.  Chase)  irr  this  matter,  and  we  are  all  glad 
to  see  the  councilor  coming  around  to  the  demo- 
cratic view  of  things!  That  seems  to  be  one  good 
influence  that  the  councilor's  Democratic  sur- 
roundings irr  this  Body  have  had  upon  him.  He 
is  corning  to  see  the  light,  to  appreciate  the  por- 
tion of  the  poor  people,  who  have  not  been  able  to 
receive  all  the  good  things  in  life,  some  of  which 
he  is  now  willing  to  give  to  them! 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  it  might 
possibly   be   pleasing   to   the   gentleman    who   has 
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just  taken  his  seat  to  know  that  I  have  observed 
certain  parts  of  my  district,  more  particularly 
towards  the  South  End,  where  there  are  many 
dilapidated  buildings.  I  have  on  several  occasions 
been  in  conference  with  Mr.  Mooney  and  others 
connected  with  the  city  government  in  regard  to 
the  matter,  and  I  think  the  proposed  action  would' 
also  be  very  helpful  to  the  people  who  are  keeping 
up  their  buildings,  and  would  be  a  stimulating 
influence  in  many  districts  where  buildings  have 
fallen  down,  got  into  bad  condition,  and  should  be 
removed,  the  spaces  thereby  being  made  available 
for  playground  purposes,  instead  of  being  haunts 
of  vice  and  being  used  for  various  undesirable 
purposes. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  I  heartily  agree 
with  the  order  and  with  the  remarks  made  in 
connection  with  it,  but  I  certainly  do  hope  that, 
if  there  is  going  to  be  any  demolition  of  big  build- 
ings, the  foundations  will  be  razed  to  the  surface 
of  the  ground  and  that  "No  Dumping"  signs  will 
be  placed  thereon.  I  have  in  my  district  several 
places  where  buildings  have  been  demolished 
by  the  Building  Department  or  private  individuals, 
where  the  foundatiqns  have  not  been  razed  to  the 
surface  of  the  ground.  There  is  such  a  place_  in 
particular  opposite  the  Mission  Church,  which  is  a- 
disgrace  to  the  locality.  I  see  youngsters  playing 
around  the  lot,  making  fires  and  throwing  rocks, 
doing  all  these  things  to  which  there  is  such  a 
temptation,  because  the  job  has  not  been  com- 
pleted. I  feel,  therefore,  that  where  there  is 
such  demolition  of  dilapidated  buildings  through- 
out the  city  an  effort  should  be  made  to  make  the 
final  result  presentable  to  the  public. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SUPERINTENDENT     OF     NURSES,      CITY 
HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  SULLIVAN — If  there  is  no  objec- 
tion, the  gentleman  may  proceed. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  in  addition  to 
the  remarks  I  have  already  made  in  regard  to 
the  appointment  of  a  new  Superintendent  of 
Nurses  in  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  I  am  going 
to  fjurther  ask  that  this  piece  in  regard  to  the 
Training  School,  printed  in  the  .  "Association 
News,"  published  by  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
Employees'  Association,  be  printed  in  our  minutes 
as  a  matter  of  record. 

(The  article  referred  to  by  Coun.  Kelly,  pub- 
lished under  date  of  October,  1940,  is  as  follows: 

"The  Training  School." 
"No  humanly  created  institution  can  assume  a 
position  of  eminent  success  in  its  field  of  endeavor 
until  it  has  withstood  the  tempering  of  the  years. 
The  test  of  true  art,  of  a  truly  great  book,  of  an  . 
inspiring  drama,  or  of  a  heart-stirring  melody,  is 
not  the  immediate  emotional  furore  and  stir 
caused  by  its  presentation  to  the  public.  If, 
however,  a  generation  passes  and  still  the  work 
of  art  has  power  to  uplift  the  soul,  of  those  who 
come  in  contact  with  it  then,  by  that  test  of  time, 
and  there  is  no  more  severe  test  in  all  the  world,  by 
that  test  does  the  work  put  on  the  cloak  of  eternal 
fame. 

"The  Boston  City  Hospital  Training  School  for 
Nurses  is  an  institution  which  has  withstood  the 
eroding  effects  of  time.  Far  from  detracting  from 
the  reputation  of  eminently  successful  service 
which  its  graduates  have  brought  it  in  the  -past, 
the  fleeting  years  have  but  enhanced  its  glory  and 
added  crown  after  crown  to  its  laurels  of  the  past. 
"Sixty-two  long  years  have  come  and  gone  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
Training  School  for  Nurses.  The  sixty-two  years 
of  testing  have  placed  it  among  the  recognized 
leaders  in  this  field  of  human  endeavor.  A  great 
deal  of  the  success  of  the  nursing  school  is  due  to 
the  wisdom,  efficiency  and  depth  of  character  of 
its  first  superintendent,  Miss  Linda  Richards,  R.  N. 
The  traditions  inculcated  by  her  have  developed 
into  an  esprit  de  corps  which  has  stamped  the 
graduates  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  School  of 
Nursing  wherever  they  happen  to  be.  Since  the 
first  superintendent,  a  long  list  of  names  occur 
of  graduates  of  this  training  school  who  have 
succeeded  her  in  charge  of  the  school  and  who 
have  never  once  let  fall  from  their  hands  the  torch  . 
of  nursing  perfection  which  she  placed  there1 
Names  such  as  Lucy  L.  Drown,  Emma  M.  Nichols, 


Mary  Alice  McMahon  and  Ellen  C.  Daly  are 
typical  of  the  graduates  of  the  Boston  City  Hos- 
pital Training  School  into  whose  care  was  later 
placed  the  superintendency.  , 

"From  South  Africa  to  the  Philippines,  from 
Boston  to  San  Juan  Hill  and  Chateau  Thierry  and 
back  again  to  Boston,  have  our  own  graduates 
wended  their  way,  courageously  following  the 
beckoning  finger  of  duty.  No  matter  where  they 
have  been,  nor  what  the  circumstances  of  their 
service,  they  have  never  let  the  hospital  down. 
Many  of  them  have  brought  international  honors 
and  awards  back  to  the  institution  which  sent 
them  forth.  As  a  result  of  her  work  in  directing 
the  first  Harvard  Hospital  Unit  (overseas)  in  the 
first  World  War,  Marion  G.  Parsons,  one  of  the 
Boston  City  Hospital  graduates,  was  awarded  the 
Royal  (British)  Red  Cross  Medal  by  George  V. 
of  England.  She  also  received  a  medal  of  honor 
from  the  Republic  of  Czechoslovakia.  A  former 
superintendent,  the  late  Doctor  Rowe,  once  said, 
'One  of  the  greatest  achievements  of  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  is  its  output  of  nurses.' 

"For  a  short  time  recently  the  direction  of  the 
training  school  was  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  its 
own  graduates  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
stranger.  There  has  been  to  date  no  signs  of  any 
remarkable  success  accruing  from  this  procedure. 
At  the  time  of  the  writing  of  this  article  the 
position  of  Superintendent  of  Nurses  is  vacant. 
We1  note  of  recent  years  a  tendency  in  the  edu- 
cational world  on  the  part  of  the  directors  of 
universities  to  install  their  own  graduates  as  heads 
of  departments  and  as  presidents.  For  example, 
while  there  must  have  been  more  than  one  man 
qualified  to  fill  the  position  of  President  of  Harvard 
University,  we  note  that  Dr.  James  B.  Conant 
was  chosen  for  that  position  and  at  the  time  of  his 
inauguration  was  the  youngest  college  president  in 
the  country. 

"  Now,  although  this  paper  is  the  official  organ 
of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  Employees'  Associa- 
tion, we  have,  as  a  rule,  refrained  from  any  inter- 
ference or  even  a  display  of  interest  in  the  conduct 
of  the  training  school.  But  on  this  occasion  a 
sincere  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  hospital  as  a 
whole  and  a  wholesome  respect  for  the  "capabilities 
and  the  traditional  success  of  its  graduates,  lead 
us  to  comment  upon  the  possibilities  of  the  choice 
of  a  new  head  of  the  training  school.  Surely  sixty 
years  pf  leadership  in  the  field  of  nursing  has  not 
drained  the  Alumnae  of  nurses  capable  of  carrying 
on  the  glories  of 'the  school  as  their  predecessors 
have  done. 

"For  the  sake  of  the  hospital  as  a  whole,  for 
the  sake  of  the  continuance  of  the  glories  of  the 
past  and  for  the  sake  of  the  nurses  to  be  and  the 
sick  and  the  maimed  wjao  will  be  in  their  charge, 
we  would  like  to  see  a  graduate  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  Training  School  for  Nurses  elevated  to 
the  post  of  Superintendent  of  Nurses.  That  the 
ladies  who  have  carried  the  lamp  in  the  past  may 
see  that  same  lamp  carefully  borne  by  one  of  their 
own,  its  wick  nicely  trimmed  and  its  flame  casting 
a  cheerful  gleam  through  the  gloomy  shadows  of 
the  valley  of  the  sick  and  dying,  is  the  heartfelt 
desire  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  Employees' 
Association.") 

Coun.  KELLY — I  would  also  like  to  have 
printed  in  our  minutes  a  quotation  from  the  Globe 
of  November  24,  headed,  "New  Superintendent 
of   Nurses'   Service   at   Boston   City  Hospital." 

(The  newspaper  article  referred  to  is  as  follows: 

"New  Superintendent  of  Norses'  Service  at 
Boston  City  Hospital. 

"Miss  Margaret  J.  Busche  has  been  appointed 
director  of  the  City  Hospital  School  of  Nursing 
and  superintendent  of  the  nurses'  service,  succeed- 
ing Miss  Laura  Logan,  whose  dismissal  was 
sought  by  the  City  Council  for  two  years,  Dr. 
James  W.  Manary,  superintendent  of  the  insti- 
tution, announced  yesterday. 

"Miss  Logan  submitted  her  resignation  in 
August,  to  become  effective  last  Friday,  and  the 
trustees  of  the  hospital  voted  to  elevate  Miss 
Busche  from  the  post  of  first  assistant  superin- 
tendent at  a  recent  meeting.  The  job  of  Superin- 
tendent of  Nurses  carries  a  salary  of  $4,000  a 
year,  which  will  be  an  increase  of  81,505  for  the 
new  official. 

"The  new  superintendent,  like  her  predecessor, 
is  from  out  of  state.  She  is  a  native  of  Ohio  and 
before  coming  to  Boston  as  Miss  Logan's  assistant 
three  years  ago  spent  ten  years  at  the  Stanford 
School    of    Nursing    in    California.     She    trained 
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at  the  Cincinnati  General  Hospital  and  was 
graduated  from  the  School  of  Nursing  and  Health 
of  the  University  of  Cincinnati. 

"Miss  Busche  was  one  of  the  assistants  Miss 
Logan  brought  to  the  hospital  with  her.  The 
City  Council,  in  its  long  fight  against  Miss  Logan, 
raised  objections  to  the  large  number  of  out-of- 
state  nurses  she  had  in  supervisory  positions. 
Miss  Logan  and  her  assistants  were  defended  by 
t  lip  trust  pes     ) 

Coun.  KELLY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  add  a  few  words,  simply  stating  that  it  is  sur- 
prising to  me  at  this  time,  after  the  trustees  of 
the  City  Hospital,  following  their  promise  to  me, 
laid  off  Miss  Logan,  that  they  should  then  appoint 
in  her  place  her  assistant,  showing  how  regardless 
they  are  of  the  feelings  of  the  City  Council.  They 
simply  have  taken  matters  into  their  own  hands 
and,  lo  and  behold,  when  Miss  Logan  has  resigned, 
her  assistant  becomes  the  new  superintendent. 
I  say  that  this  is  something  to  which  we  should 
vigorously  protest,  as  the  Boston  City  Council. 
Miss     Welch    and    Miss    Sullivan    are    assistant 


superintendents  of  nurses  in  the  Boston  City  Hos- 
pital, graduates  of  the  City  Hospital  School  of 
Nursing,  and  certainly  their  records  have  been 
good  enough  for  them  to  deserve  promotion. 
What  chance  is  there,  what  encouragement  for 
nurses  who  have  thus  come  up  in  the  Boston  City 
Hospital,  when  they  are  thus  absolutely  ignored 
and  when,  in  such  an  event  as  the  resignation  of 
Miss  Logan,  instead  of  giving  consideration  to 
the  just  expectations  of  these  other  City  Hospital 
trained  nurses,  they  appoint  in  her  place  her  assis- 
tant. Miss  Busche,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  trained 
at  the  Cincinnati  General  Hospital?  When  such 
things  can  happen  there  is  nothing  for  these 
Boston  nurses  to  look  forward  to.  Certainly 
Miss  Welch  or  Miss  Sullivan  had  a  right,  under 
the  circumstances,  as  Boston  trained  nurses,  to 
expect  some  such  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the 
trustees. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  D.  F. 
SULLIVAN",  at  3.50  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday 
December  2,  1U40.  at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  December  2,  1940. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
GALVIN  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Goode. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  under  the  law,  Coun. 
TAYLOR  presiding  at  the  box  in  the  absence  of 
the  Mayor,  as  follows: 

Twenty-two  grand  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  January  6,  1941: 

Nicholas  Frasca,  Ward  1;  Vincent  Scaramella, 
Ward  1;  Robert  G.  Johnson,  Ward  4;  'Gerald 
McGowan,  Ward  6;  Edward  J.  O'Brien,  Ward  6; 
Walter  T.  Carlson,  Ward  7;  James  J.  Gormley, 
Ward  7;  James  E.  Morrill,  Ward  7;  John  J. 
Halioran,  Ward  8;  Robert  B.  Higgins,  Ward  10; 
Lloyd  L.  Doyle,  Ward  13;  Harry  R.  Studley, 
Ward  14;  Edward  S.  Healy,  jr.,  Ward  15;  Philip  J. 
Hennessey,  Ward  16;  Robert  H.  Dean,  Ward  17; 
John  Doherty,  Ward  18;  Frederick  D.  King, 
Ward  18;  Charles  F.  McCormick,  Ward  19; 
Thomas  F.  Mahoney,  Ward  20;  John  J.  Kennedy, 
Ward  21;  George  H.  Carleton,  Ward  22;  George  F. 
Ross,  Ward  22. 

Thirty-five  additional  traverse  jurors,  Superior 
Civil  Court,  to  appear  December  5,  1940: 

Angelo  Staffier,  Ward  1 ;  William  F.  Herlihy, 
Ward  2;  Leo  J.  Gaudette,  Ward  3;  John  Leverone, 
Ward  3;  Hugh  B.  Wood,  Ward  5;  Harold  L. 
Montgomery,  Ward  6;  Samuel  J.  Segol,  Ward  6; 
John  J.  Kelly,  Ward  9;  Chauncey  E.  Washington, 
Ward  9;  Herry  P.  Carr,  Ward  11;  John  Charles 
Karcher,  Ward  11;  James  F.  Travers,  Ward  11; 
Frank  L.  Murphy,  Ward  13;  Robert  A.  South- 
worth,  Ward  13;  Joseph  Atkin,  Ward  14;  Robert 
W.  Atwood,  Ward  14;  Benjamin  Smulovitz, 
Ward  14;  James  D.  McClosky,  Ward  15;  James  A. 
Donnelly,  Ward  10;  Robert  P.  Fagan,  Ward  17; 
Henry  D.  Lane,  Ward  17;  Frank  P.  Lyons, 
Ward  17;  James  Needham,  Ward  17;  Philip  L. 
Grabau,  Ward  18;  John  P.  Campbell,  Ward  19; 
Robert  L.  Dunn,  Ward  20;  Daniel  J.  Fitzgerald, 
Ward  20;  William  L.  Healy,  Ward  20;  Thomas  C. 
Kelly,  Ward  20;  Marks  Albert,  Ward  21;  Daniel  J. 
Driscoll,  Ward  21;  John  F.  Reardon,  Ward  21; 
John  A.  Dolan,  Ward  22;  Thomas  F.  Duffy, 
Ward  22;  Charles  F.  Sullivan,  Ward  22. 

Eighty-seven  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  January  6,  1941: 

Umberto  Cirilli,  Ward  1;  John  W.  Garcia, 
Ward  1;  Anthony  C.  Iorio,  Ward  1;  Henry  Leno, 
Ward  1 ;  Walter  F.  Marley,  Ward  1 ;  Ray  F.  Sell- 
ings, Ward  1;  J.  Anthony  Cerella,  Ward  2;  Leo  F. 
McKendry,  Ward  2;  Michael  Murphy,  Ward  2; 
William  F.  Shaw,  Ward  2;  James  Clifford,  Ward  3; 
Alfred  Corsiglia,  Ward  3;  Philip  D'Alessandro, 
Ward  3;  A.  George  E.  Hemmenway,  Ward  3;  John 
W.  Hughes,  Ward  3;  Joseph  King,  Ward  3;  Al- 
phonso  Lucacio,  Ward  3;  Samuel  Maloof,  Ward  3; 
Herbert  S.  Carley,  Ward  4;  John  R.  Stevens, 
Ward  4;  William  L.  Walker,  Ward  4;  Frank  J. 
Bezdek,  Ward  5;  Frank  L.  Davis,  Ward  5;  Henry 
Fitzgerald,  Ward  5;  Frederick  J.  Adley,  Ward  0; 
Joseph  E.  Devine,  Ward  0;  Joseph  M.  McKenna, 
Ward  6;  John  W.  McPhee,  Ward  6;  Roderick  F. 
Steele,  Ward  6;  John  J.  Whelton,  Ward  6;  Joseph 
F.  Collins,  Ward  7;  Frank  Crane,  Ward  7;  Roger 
L.  Donovan,  Ward  7;  Charles  J.  Glaskaws,  Ward 
7;  Peter  J.  Tremlett,  Ward  7;  James  Deban, 
Ward  8;  Calvin  B.  Robbins,  Ward  8;  Roy  E. 
Burrill,  Ward  9;  Leo  R.  Collins,  Ward  10;  Hobert 
A.  Miceli,  Ward  10;  Joseph  F.  Weiler,  Ward  10; 
Denis  E.  Crane,  Ward  11;  Philip  J.  Curran, 
Ward   11;   Michael   Wyman,   Ward   12;  John   J. 


Allen,  Ward  13;  Ralph  N.  Eaton,  Ward  13;  John 
T.  Spinelli,  Ward  13;  Edward  C.  Welch,  Ward  13; 
Robert  Cohen,  Ward  14;  Israel  Convicer,  Ward  14; 
George  Goldstein,  Ward  14;  Eugene  P.  Hickey,  Jr., 
Ward  14;  Charles  Natelson,  Ward  14;  Mark  Rich, 
Ward  14;  Samuel  J.  Waldman,  Ward  14;  Harry 
A.  Zimmerman,  Ward  14;  Joseph  Burns,  Ward  15; 
George  J.  Partridge,  Ward  15;  William  Bauer, 
Ward  16;  George  E.  Danielson,  Ward  16;  Michael 
A.  Ramsey,  Ward  16;  George  F.  Robertson,  Ward 
16;  George  J.  Walters,  Ward  16;  Frank  D.  O'Hearn, 
Ward  17;  Harry  S.  Sawyer,  Ward  17;  Francis  S. 
Troy,  Ward  17;  Jeffrey  A.  Boudrot,  Ward  18; 
John  F.  Griffin,  Ward  19;  George  K.  Sumpter, 
Ward  19;  David  Whelan,  Ward  19;  Irving  K. 
Clark,  Ward  20;  William  M.  Cratty,  Ward  20; 
Henry  L.  Emrich,  Ward  20;  Carl  C.  Gifford,  Ward 
20;  John  P.  MacDonald,  Ward  20;  Andrew  J. 
Moranville,  Ward  20;  Albert  J.  O'Keefe,  Jr., 
Ward  20;  Leo  O'Leary,  Ward  20;  John  J.  Reen, 
Ward  20;  Thomas  A.  Sheehan,  Ward  20;  John  P. 
Anderson,  Ward  21 ;  Arthur  B.  Campbell,  Ward  21 ; 
Joseph  Levin,  Ward  21;  John  W.  McNamara, 
Ward  21;  Herbert  J.  Silver,  Ward  21;  Samuel 
Waldstein,  Ward  21;  Michael  F.  Doyle,  Ward  22. 

One  hundred  sixteen  traverse  jurors,  Superior 
Civil  Court,  to  appear  January  6,  1941: 

Santino  P.  Addorio,  Ward  1;  Abraham  I.  Aron- 
son,  Ward  1;  Alfred  Campagna,  Ward  1;  Domenic 
Caruso,  Ward  1;  Harold  L.  Caton,  Ward  1;  James 
W.  Hafey,  Ward  1;  EmUio  Marino,  Ward  1; 
Victor  Palladino,  Ward  1;  John  E.  Penta,  Ward  1; 
Joseph  H.  Casey,  Ward  2;  Earl  Woods,  Ward  2; 
George  E.  Wylie,  Ward  2;  Angelo  DeLeo,  Ward  3; 
Philip  DeMarco,  Ward  3;.  George  A.  Joseph, 
Ward  3;  Anthony  A.  Kodzis,  Ward  3;  R.  Harold 
Lockhart,  Ward  3;  Allen  W.  Hussey,  Ward  4; 
Frederick  J.  Knost,  Ward  4;  Edward  G.  Riley, 
Ward  4;  William  H.  Thompson,  Ward  4;  Malcolm 
Bancroft,  Ward  5;  James  A.  Burgess,  Ward  5; 
Edward  H.  Callaghan,  Ward  5;  Paul  F.  McDevitt, 
Ward  5;  John  J.  Beatty,  Ward  6;  John  J.  Doyle, 
Ward  6;  Edward  F.  Faunt,  Ward  6;  Frank  J. 
Butera,  Ward  7;  John  J.  Connolly,  Ward  7; 
William  J.  McCarthy,  Ward  7;  James  B.  Clark, 
Ward  8;  Herman  F.  Johnson,  Ward  8;  John  J. 
O'Brien,  Ward  8;  Benjamin  L.  Stevens,  Ward  8; 
Edmond  S.  Fitzpatrick,  Ward  9;  Frank  H.  Gorm- 
ley, Ward  9;  Fred  W.  Lurvey,  Jr.,  Ward  9;  Arthur 
J.  Paul,  Ward  9;  Fred  A.  Reiner,  Ward  9;  John 
A.  Cleary,  Ward  10;  Patrick  A.  Cronin,  Ward  10; 
James  J.  Dunn,  Ward  10;  Charles  R.  Ely,  Ward 
10;  Charles  F.  Fitzsimmons,  Ward  10;  Charles 
F.  Hennessey,  Ward  10;  James  Kelly,  Ward  10; 
William  J.  Leonard,  Ward  10;  Andrew  Carey, 
Ward  11;  Harry  Hirshburg,  Ward  11;  Edmund 
F.  Hohmann,  Ward  11;  Augustin  John  Fay, 
Ward  12;  Robert  W.  Hodge,  Ward  12;  Thomas 
J.  Kelly,  Ward  12;  Morris  J.  Slotnick,  Ward  12; 
Benjamin  Zweigman,  Ward  12;  Frank  J.  Quinn, 
Ward  13;  Daniel  J.  Tobin,  Ward  13;  Abraham 
Goldstein,  Ward  14;  Leopold  Gorfinkle,  Ward 
14;  Abraham  E.  Harris,  Ward  14;  Lewis  D. 
Karas,  Ward  14;  Louis  Maister,  Ward  14;  Hymau 
H.  Sandler,  Ward  14;  Samuel  Saver,  Ward  14; 
Harry  Silverstein,  Ward  14;  Phillip  Simmons, 
Ward  14;  David  Sisson,  Ward  14,  Paul  J.  Altard, 
Ward  15;  John  W.  J.  Davidson,  Ward  15;  Luke 
Leahy,  Ward  15;  William  M.  Bearse,  Ward  10; 
Edward  J.  McElaney,  Ward  16;  James  Nugent, 
Ward  10;  John  H.  Smith,  Ward  16;  George  F. 
Stanley,  Ward  16;  William  M.  Thornton,  Ward 
16;  James  W.  Allen,  Ward  17;  Patrick  J.  Curley, 
Ward  17;  Charles  B.  Daly,  Ward  17;  Harry 
L.  Lavine,  Ward  17;  Joseph  A.  Moran,  Ward  17; 
Cornelius  J.  O'Brien,  Ward  17;  John  T.  Somervillc, 
Ward  17;  Jeremiah  P.  Sullivan.  Ward  17;  John  F. 
Sullivan,  Ward  17;  Arthur  J.  Andrews,  Ward  18; 
Henry  F.  Carnes,  Ward  18;  John  J.  Connors, 
Ward  18;  William  J.  Donohoe,  Ward  18;  Gerard 
F.  Freiberger,  Ward  18;  Alfred  Haigh,  Ward  18; 
Allan  B.  Maxwell,  Ward  18;  George  A.  Nilson, 
Ward  18;  Leo  L.  Tolland,  Ward  18;  James  M. 
Devlin,  Ward  19;  Robert  J.  Stutz,  Ward  19; 
Richard  J.  Cronin,  Ward  20;  Henry  W.  C'usick, 
Ward  20;  Morgan  J.  Ferris,  Ward  20;  George 
Flynn,  Ward  20;  Arthur  R.  Humphrey,  Ward  20; 
Robert  A.  Kennedy,  Ward  20;  William  A.  Killam, 
Ward  20;  Thomas  A.  Mitchell,  Ward  20;  Edward 
F.  Reddington,  Ward  20;  Francis' M.  Baggott, 
Ward  21;  William  E.  Dohertv,  Ward  21;  Lester 
H.  Lyon,  Ward  21;  George  C.  Miller,  Ward  21; 
Herbert  W.  St.  Ives,  Ward  21;  William  Wollins, 
Ward  21;  Robert  F.  Beattie,  Ward  22;  Harry 
Dean,  Ward  22;  Patrick  James  Rooney,  Ward 
22;  Francis  M.  Schroeder,  Ward  22. 
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APPOINTMENT   BY   THE   MAYOR 

Subject  to  con6rmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointment,  viz.: 

Weigher  of  Coal:  Louise  Cashman,  1017  Colum- 
bus avenue,  Boston,  Mass. 

Laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


TRANSFER   OF   LAND   TO   PARK 
DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  2.  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  submit  herewith  an  order  for  the 
transfer  of  67,585  square  feet  of  land  at  Folsom, 
Harlow  streets  and  Howard  avenue  from  the 
possession  and  management  of  the  Custodian  of 
Foreclosed  Real  Estate  to  the  care  and  custody  of 
the  Park  Department. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Custodian  of  Foreclosed 
Real  Estate  that  this  property  has  been  in  his 
hands  since  1938  and  that  there  is  no  apparent 
demand  for  its  use  by  private  sources.  I  am. 
therefore,  of  the  belief  that  property  of  this  char- 
acter can  be  well  put  to  public  vise  in  the  form  of 
playgrounds  or  play  areas,  and  the  purpose  of  this 
transfer  is  to  permit  the  Park  Department  to 
develop  the  land  for  playground  purposes. 

I  recommend  adoption  of  this  order  by  your 
Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Mat/rice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Real  Estate  Division,  November  27,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  am  inclosing  for  transmittal 
to  the  City  Council,  for  approval  by  that  Body, 
four  copies  of  an  order  that  have  been  prepared  by 
the  Law  Department. 

The  land  consists  of  07,585  square  feet,  bounded 
by  Folsom,  Harlow  streets  and  Howard  avenue. 
It  is  owned  by  the  City  of  Boston  by  virtue  of 
foreclosure.  We  have  had  this  property  since 
1938  and  have  had  no  interest  manifested  by  the 
public  for  its  development.  The  property  is 
located  near  schools  and  is  now  used  as  an  unofficial 
recreation  area  by  the  children  in  that  neighbor- 
hood. 

After  consulting  with  Commissioner  Long  of 
the  Park  Department  and  City  Councilor  Hutchin- 
son as  to  the  wisdom  of  developing  this  as  an 
official  playground,  I  am  presenting  for  your 
approval  the  transfer  of  this  property  to  the  Park 
Department. 

Inclosed  is  a  blueprint  of  the  area. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Daniel  M.  Dkiscoll,  Custodian. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
December  27,  1938,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemp- 
tion under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5442,  page  293,  on  about  seventy-three 
thousand  eight  hundred  eighty-five  (73,885) 
square  feet  of  land  on  the  southwesterly  side  of 
Dudley  street;  and 

Whereas,  The  Park  Commission  of  the  City  of 
Boston  has  been  requested  by  an  order  passed  in 
the  City  Council  on  October  21,  1940,  to  establish 
a  playground  for  small  children  on  the  said  parcel; 
now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Custodian  of  Foreclosed  Real 
Estate  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  to  transfer  to  the  Park  Department 
of  the  City  of  Boston  for  playground  purposes, 
the  care,  custody,  control  and  management  of 
that  portion  of  the  said  parcel  of  land  bounded  and 
described  as  follows: 

Southwesterly  by  Harlow  street,  two  hundred 
ninety-six  and  32-100  (296.32)  feet;  northwesterly 
by  Howard  avenue,  two  hundred  seventy-eight 
and  76-100  (278.76)  feet;  northeasterly  by  land 
now  or  formerly  of  The  Standard  Oil  Company, 
eighty-three  and  37-100  (83.37)  feet;  by  other 
land  of  the  City  of  Boston,  ninety-seven  and 
50-100  (97.50)  feet;  and  by  land  now  or  formerly 
of  Shell  Eastern  Petroleum  Products,  Incorporated, 
eighty-five  (85)  feet;  southeasterly  by  Folsom 
street,  one  hundred  ninety-nine  and  27-100 
(199.27)     feet;  containing    sixty-seven     thousand 


five  hundred  eighty-five  (67,585)  square  feet  of 
land,  more  or  less. 

All  of  said  measurements  are  shown  on  a  plan 
marked  "Assessors  Plan,  Ward  13,  Blocks  34B-2, 
34C,  34D,  Pt,  Block  31J,  Scale,  1  inch-30  feet, 
May,  1933,  T.  B.  Kenney,  C.  E." 

Referred  to  Executive   Committee. 


VPPROPRIATION    FOR    DUPLICATION    OF 
CITY   RECORDS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  27,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  City  Clerk  requesting  an  appropria- 
tion of  SI, 000  to  begin  the  work  of  duplicating  156 
volumes  of  city  records. 

It  appears  from  the  communication  that  this  is 
a  very  necessary  expenditure,  and  I  accordingly 
recommend  t  lie  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
Maubice  J.   Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
City  Clerk  Department. 
November  27,  1940. 
lion,  Maurice  .1.  Tobin. 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — The  records  of  the  Town  of  Boston 
from  1634  to  1822  have  been  copied  and  printed 
in  the  Record  Commissioner's  Reports,  and  be- 
ginning in  191S  this  office  lias  made  all  records  in 
duplicate. 

No  copies  or  duplicates  have  ever  been  made  of 
the   records   of   the   city   for   the   years   beginning 
with   1822  and  ending  with   1914.   mainly  on  ac- 
ll  of  the  very  great  cost  of  copying  and  vcrify- 
copzes 
Recent  in  the  art  of  photography  have 

made  it  possible!  however,  to  have  this  series  of 
156  volumes  of  records  duplicated  by  the  micro- 
film process  ;it  an  estimated  expense  of  about 
10,  which  is  less  than  the  cost  of  preparing  and 
printing  two  volumes  of  the  Record  Commissioner's 
Reports. 

If  this  appropriation  is  provided,  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  the  work  we  will  have  copies  of  the  town 
and  city  records  from  1634  to  the  present  year 
sufficiently  authenticated  to  replace  the  originals 
if  they  should  happen  to  be  destroyed. 

It  is  evident  that  this  precaution  will  be  of 
little  value  unless  the  copies  anil  duplicates  are 
Stored  in  a  location  far  enough  removed  from  the 
storage  place  of  the  originals  as  to  make  it  im- 
probable thai  both  would  lie  destroyed  in  the 
m  of  a  conflagration  or  other  catastrophe.  It 
is  my  intention,  therefore,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Library  Trustees,  to  store  a  complete  set  of  dupli- 
cate records  in  the  Public  Library  Building. 
thereby  reducing  to  a  minimum  the  possibility  of 
the  destruction  of  both  the  originals  and  the 
cates. 
This  matter  has  been  too  long  neglected,  and  in 
order  to  make  an  immediate  start  on  this  very 
ssary  work  I  respectfully  request  that  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council  provide  this  year  a 
special  appropriation  of  $1,000  from  the  Con- 
tingent Fund,  to  be  expended  by  the  City  Clerk 
for  the  Care  and  Preservation  of  Old  Records 
and  Historic  Papers.  This  sum  will  be  sufficient, 
in  my  opinion,  to  duplicate  the  records  from  1822 
to  1S70. 

Respeetfullv. 
\V.  .1.  Doyle,  City  Clerk. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars 
be,  and  hereby  is.  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
by  the  City  Clerk  for  the  Care  and  Preservation 
of  Old  Records  and  Historic  Papers,  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   REAL   ESTATE 

DIVISION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  2,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen. —  The  Real  Estate  Division  of  the 
Public    Buildings    Department   has    substantially 


DECEMBER    2,     1940. 


427 


increased  its  rental  collections  this  year  over  1939. 
This  increase  in  rental  collections  has,  of  necessity, 
expanded  the  activities  of  the  division,  and  cor- 
respondingly increased  its  operating  expenditures. 
In  order  to  meet  this  increase  in  expenditures 
an  additional  appropriation  of  $2,600  will  be 
necessary,  and  I  am  forwarding  herewith  an  order 
appropriating  this  sum  and  respectfully  recommend 
adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses  pay- 
able during  the  financial  year  beginning  with  the 
first  day  of  January,  1940,  an  additional  sum  of 
$2,600  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated 
from  the  income  of  the  Real  Estate  Division, 
exclusive  of  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  foreclosed 
property,  for  the  following  purpose: 

Real  Estate  Division,  Repairs,  etc. 

Special  Appropriation .$2,600 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


SALE   OF   LAND   ON   CHESTNUT   HILL 
AVENUE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  2,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  in 
which  he  recommends  the  sale  of  two  parcels  of 
land  located  on  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  in  the 
Brighton  section  of  Boston. 

These  two  parcels  of  land,  comprising  a  total  of 
about  thirty  thousand  square  feet  of  land,  are  part 
of  a  large  tract  of  land  formerly  used  as  a  district 
yard  by  the  Public  Works  Department.  The  at- 
tached communication  of  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner states  that  this  land  is  no  longer  needed 
for  pubUc  purposes.  Recently,  your  Honorable 
Body  gave  approval  to  the  sale  of  a  portion  of  this 
tract,  to  the  Temple  B'nai  Moshe. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  two  parcels  of  land 
in  question  should  be  sold,  first,  because  the  char- 
acter of  the  neighborhood  requires  additional  land 
facilities  for  commercial  pursuits,  and,  second, 
because  the  sale  of  this  land  will  not  only  increase 
the  general  income  of  the  city,  but  will  also  result 
in  additional  taxes  annually  to  the  city. 

In  view  of  the  offers  received  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works,  I  am  of  the  belief  that  a 
sale  of  these  parcels  at  an  upset  price  of  thirty-five 
cents  per  foot  is  equitable  to  all  concerned. 

After  the  sale  of  these  two  parcels  of  land  there 
will  remain  in  the  original  tract  approximately  four 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  square  feet  of  land.  A 
study  will  be  made  concerning  the  desirability  of 
utilizing  a  major  portion  of  the  remainder  for  play- 
ground and  other  public  purposes.  At  any  rate, 
it  is  not  the  present  intention  of  the  city  to  dispose 
of  the  remaining  portions  of  this  original  tract. 

I  recommend  adoption  of  the  accompanying 
orders  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

October  14,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  respectfully  recommend 
that  an  order,  four  (4)  copies  of  which  are  inclosed, 
be  introduced  in  the  City  Council,  authorizing  the 
sale  of  two  (2)  parcels  of  land  located  on  property 
that  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  department,  at 
Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  Brighton. 

I  have  received  several  offers  for  the  above 
referenced  parcels,  varying  in  price  from  30  cents 
to  35  cents  per  square  foot,  and  I  therefore 
have  established  35  cents  per  square  foot  as  an 
upset  price.  The  land  in  question  is  of  no  use 
whatsoever  to  this  department,  and  has  not  been 
used  for  any  purpose  over  a  long  period  of  years. 

In  my  opinion,  it  is  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
city  to   dispose   of  this   land  in   accordance   with 
the  procedure  as  described  in  this  communication. 
Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  PubUc  Works. 


Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  owns  in  fee  certain 
lands  situated  on  the  southeasterly  side  of  Chest- 
nut Hill  avenue  in  the  Brighton  district  of  the 
City  of  Boston.  The  title  to  the  said  lands  was 
acquired  by  a  deed  dated  July  21,  1882,  recorded 
with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  1567,  page  593;   and 

Whereas,  Certain  parcels  of  said  lands,  here- 
inafter described,  are  no  longer  required  for  public 
purposes;   now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction  at  an  upset  price 
of  thirty-five  (35)  cents  a  square  foot  two  parcels 
of  said  lands,  hereinafter  described;  and  it  is 
hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
execute  and  deliver  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
City  of  Boston  to  a  purchaser,  at  said  public 
auction,  a  written  instrument,  satisfactory  in 
form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  said  two  parcels  of  land,  bounded  and 
described  as  follows: 

Parcel  A:  Northwesterly  by  the  southeasterly 
side  line  of  Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  one  hundred 
twenty-nine  and  80-100  (129.80)  feet;  north- 
easterly by  the  southwesterly  side  line  of  a  pro- 
posed street,  as  shown  on  the  plan  hereinafter 
referred  to,  one  hundred  (100)  feet;  southeasterly 
by  the  northwesterly  side  line  of  a  common  pas- 
sageway as  shown  on  the  plan  hereinafter  referred 
to,  one  hundred  fourteen  and  51-100  (114.51)  feet; 
southwesterly  by  land  now  or  formerly  of  Evangelos 
C.  Despotes  one  hundred  one  and  16-100 
(101.16)  feet;  containing  twelve  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifteen  (12,215)  square  feet  of  land, 
more  or  less.  Containing,  also,  as  appurtenant 
thereto,  the  right  to  use  in  common  with  others  the 
sixteen  (16)  foot  common  passageway  situated  in 
the  rear  of  said  parcel  together  with  the  right 
of  passage  in,  through  and  upon  the  proposed 
street,  as  shown  on  the  plan  hereinafter  referred  to. 

Parcel  B:  Northwesterly  by  the  southeasterly 
side  line  of  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  one  hundred 
eighty-seven  and  93-100  (187.93)  feet;  north- 
easterly by  land  of  the  City  of  Boston  one  hundred 
(100)  feet;  southeasterly  by  the  northwesterly 
side  line  of  a  common  passageway  as  shown  on  the 
plan  hereinafter  referred  to,  one  hundred  eighty- 
seven  and  93-100  (187.93)  feet;  southwesterly  by 
the  northeasterly  side  line  of  a  proposed  street,  as 
shown  on  the  plan  hereinafter  referred  to,  one 
hundred  (100)  feet;  containing  eighteen  thousand 
seven  hundred  ninety-three  (18,793)  square  feet 
of  land  more  or  less.  Containing,  also,  as  appur- 
tenant thereto,  the  right  to  use  in  common  with 
others  the  sixteen  (16)  foot  common  passageway 
with  the  right  of  passage  in,  through  and  upon  the 
proposed  street,  as  shown  on  the  plan  hereinafter 
referred  to. 

Said  lands,  Parcel  A  and  Parcel  B,  are  shown  on 
a  plan  marked  "City  of  Boston,  Chestnut  Hill 
Avenue,  Brighton,  September  18,  1940,  William  J. 
Sullivan,  Chief  Engineer,  Street  Laying-Out 
Department,"  on  file  in  the  office  of  said  Street 
Laying-Out  Department,  City  Hall  Annex,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 


SALE  OF  LAND,  SARATOGA  STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  25,  1910. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  an  order  for 
transfer  to  Roger  A.  Phinney  of  a  parcel  of  land 
containing  approximately  12,562  square  feet. 
This  parcel  of  land  is  owned  by  the  City  of  Boston 
and  was  prior  to  its  discontinuance  a  part  of  the 
public  highway  known  as  Saratoga  street,  East 
Boston. 

In  order  that  your  Honorable  Body  be  informed 
of  the  reasons  for  the  submission  of  this  order  I 
present  for  your  consideration  the  following  facts 
relative  to  this  parcel  of  land: 

1.  Saratoga  street,  East  Boston,  laid  out  and 
extended  to  Winthrop  line  (center  of  channel. 
Belle  Isle  Inlet)  August  7,  1848,  straightened 
February  1,  1862. 

2.  In  order  to  straighten  out  Saratoga  street 
in  1862,  the  trustees  under  the  will  of  Richard  F. 
Breed,  the  owners  of  Breeds  Island  conveyed  to 
the  City  of  Boston  in  fee  a  certain  parcel  of  land 
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(the  parcel  of  land  described  in  the  accompanying 
order  is  a  part  thereof)  50  feet  in  width  and  3,160 
feet  in  length  as  a  way  on  Breeds  Island  to  Belle 
Isle  Inlet.  The  deed  given  to  the  City  of  Boston 
is  dated  February  26,  1862,  and  is  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  811,  page  141. 

3.  By  the  provisions  of  chapter  412  of  the 
Acts  of  1913  the  City  of  Boston  was  authorized 
and  directed  to  construct  a  new  bridge  between 
East  Boston  and  Winthrop  over  Belle  Isle-  Inlet. 

4.  Saratoga  street  at  that  part  approach 
Belle  Isle  Inlet  and  the  location  of  the  new  bridge 
was  relocated  and  ordered  constructed  by  an  order 
of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of  the  City 
of  Boston  approved  by  the  Mayor  of  Boston, 
March  23,  1914. 

5.  It  is  ascertained  from  the  records  of  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of  the  City  of 
Boston  of  the  hearings  held  on  the  relocation  and 
construction  of  Saratoga  Street  in  1914,  that  the 
following  facts  and  beliefs  were  in  evidence: 

A.  The  Metropolitan  Coal  Company  (predeces- 
sor in  title  to  Roger  A.  Phinney)  was  the  owner  of 
a  parcel  of  land  abutting  on  Belle  Isle  Inlet  and  on 
old  Saratoga  street.  The  Metropolitan 
Company  would  have  no  entrance  In  the  relocated 
Saratoga  street. 

B.  The  East  Boston  Company  was  the  owner 
of  the  parcel  of  land  between  old  Saratoga  street 
and  the  relocated  Saratoga  street. 

C.  A  Mr.  McConnell  representing  the  Metro- 
politan Coal  Company  at  the  hearings  held  by  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of  the  City  of 
Boston  stated  "if  they  (Metropolitan  Coal  Com- 
pany) could  obtain  the  triangular  tract  of  land 
opposite  their  property  at  a  reasonable  cost  thej 
would  not  expect  any  damages  from  the  city. 
Without  this  piece  of  land  they  would  be  bottled 
up  in  a  dead-end  street,  which  would  be  injurious 
to  business." 

D.  The  East  Boston  Company  agreed  to  -ell  to 
the  Metropolitan  Coal  Company  the  triangular 
piece  of  land  between  the  old  and  new  local  ions  of 
Saratoga  street  and  In  release  I  heir  rights  in  their 
one-half  interest   in    old    Saratoga   street. 

E.  The  Metropolitan  Coal  Company  agreed 
to  release  to  the  City  of  Boston  any  claim  for 
damages  for  the  discontinuance  of  Sarati 

on  condition  that  there  be  no  betterment 

F.  It  was  the  belief  of  all  parties  concerned  in 
the  hearings  held  before  the  Board  of  Street  I 
missioners  of  the  City  of  Boston  (Metropolitan  Coal 
Company,  the  East  Boston  Company  and  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners)  that  the  City  of 
Boston  had  only  an  "easement''  for  highway  pur- 
poses in  old  Saratoga  street  and  that  the  relocation 
and  construction  of  Saratoga  street  automatically 
discontinued  old  Saratoga  street,  and  the  land 
thereof  reverted  to  the  abutting  ownet.-  <\lrm>- 
politan  Coal  Company  and  the  East  lioston  Com- 
pany) free  and  clear. 

G.  The  belief  of  all  parties  concerned  in  the 
hearings  held  before  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners was  due  to  mutual  mistake  of  fact  and  of 
law.  It  may  well  be  that  were  there  no  mutual 
mistakes  and  were  this  portion  of  old  Saratoga 
street  legally  discontinued  by  an  order  of  said  Board 
at  that  time  the  Metropolitan  Coal  Company 
would  have  demanded  and  it  would  have  Deen 
entitled  to  compensation  for  the  damages  sustained 
caused  by  said  discontinuance.  The  relocation  of 
Saratoga  street  and  the  discontinuance  of  this  por- 
tion of  said  street  deprived  the  Metropolitan  Coal 
Company  of  a  then  existing  entrance  to  a  public 
highway. 

6.  In  view  of  the  foregoing  it  is  reasonable  t  o 
believe  that  the  Metropolitan  Coal  Company  and 
the  City  of  Boston  would  have  agreed  that  in  lieu 
of  damages  caused  by  the  said  discontinuance 
being  paid  to  the  said  company,  the  City  of  Boston 
would  have  conveyed  the  said  portion  of  discon- 
tinued highway  to  the  said  company  without  com- 
pensation therefor. 

7.  It  was  the  belief  of  L.  K.  Rourke,  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  of  the  City  of  Boston,  that. 
old  Saratoga  street  was  discontinued  and  the  land 
thereof  reverted  to  the  Metropolitan  Coal  Com- 
pany. This  belief  is  evidenced  by  a  letter  from 
L.  K.  Rourke,  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  to 
Hod.  John  A.  Sullivan,  Corporation  Counsel  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  dated  April  5,  1915,  and  reads,  in 
part,  as  follows: 

"In  laying  out  the  new  bridge  the  Street  Com- 
missioners discontinued  the  old  bridge  and  the 
highway  approach  to  said  bridge,  whereby  the  land 
and  flats  over  which  the  old  bridge  was  located, 
reverted  to  the  owners  of  the  original  estates.     It 


is  the  understanding  of  this  department  that  the 
Metropolitan  Coal  Company  has  now  secured  the 
title  to  the  premises  in  question." 

8.  The  relocation  and  construction  of  Saratoga 
street  did  not  result  in  a  discontinuance  of  old 
Saratoga  street. 

A.  The  discontinuance  of  a  public  highway  in 
the  City  of  Boston  requires  affirmative  action  to 
that  en, I  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  393  of  the  Acts  of  1900  as  amended  by 
chapter  536  "f  the  Acts  of  1913. 

9.  The  relocation  and  construction  of  Saratoga 
treef   did  not  result  in  the  land  of  old  Saratoga 

Street  reverting  back  to  the  abutting  owners  (the 
Metropolitan  Coal  Company  and  the  East  Boston 
Company). 

A.  The  City  of  Boston  owns  the  fee  of  the  land 
in  old  Saratoga  street  and  affirmative  action  by  the 
Mayor  and  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  4S0  of  the  Acta  of 
i-  required  to  transfer  this  title  out  of  the  City 
of  Boston. 

10.  The  portion  of  old  Saratoga  street,  the 
subject  matter  of  the  accompanying  order,  has  not 
been  used  for  public  highway  purposes  from  1914 
t<i  the  present  time,  nevertheless,  there  resided  in 
the  City  of  Boston  the  legal  duty  and  obligation  to 
keep  this  part  of  a  public  highway  in  a  safe  and 
passable  condition  and,  also  a  corresponding  legal 
liability  to  respond  in  damages  for  injury  to  person 
or  property  due  to  the  failure  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  maintain  this  part  of  the  public  highway  in  a 

et  passable  condition. 

11.  The  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of  the 
City  of  Boston  by  an  order  approved  by  the  Mayor 
of  Boston,  November  21,  1940,  discontinued  this 
portion  of  old  Saratoga  street  as  a  public  highway. 

A.  The  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  have 
administratively  determined  that  this  land  is  of 
no  use  to  the  City  of  Boston  for  highway  purposes 
in  that  it  is  a  dead-end  street  bounded  at  one  end 
by  the  waters  of  Belle  Isle  Inlet  and  bounded  at 
the  other  end  by  a  private  way  known  as  Benncr 
stieet. 

B.  This  parcel  of  land  is  no  value  to  the  City 
of  Boston  for  any  public  purpose,  and,  likewise, 

I  of  land  is  of  no  value  to  any  person  for 

any  private  purpose  due  to  its  being  bounded  by 

privately    owned    laud    and    therefore   having   no 

-  to  a  public  highway  other  than  by  crossing 

over  land  of  private  owners. 

12.  Roger  A.  Phinney  in  193S  acquired  title  to 
the  land  abutting  on  both  sides  of  this  discon- 
tinued portion  of  old  Saratoga  street.  Mr. 
Phinney  has  offered  to  the  City  of  Boston  the  sum 

"'HI  in  cider  to  acquire  whatever  right,  title  or 
interest  the  City  of  Boston  retains  iu  this  parcel 
of  land. 

It  is  my  opinion,  from  a  careful  consideration  of 
all  the  facts  concerning  this  matter,  that  a  con- 
\  eyance  of  this  parcel  of  land  to  Roger  A.  Phinney 
for  the  stated  consideration  of  $500  should  be 
made.  A  conveyance  of  this  land  at  this  time 
will  complete  a  transaction  that  all  parties  con- 
cerned  in  the  hearings  held  by  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  in  1914  thought  was  completed  at 
this  time. 

I  therefore  respectfully  recommend  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order. 

Maurice  J.  Tobix,  Mayor. 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  by  an  order  approved  by 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  November  21,  1940,  discon- 
tinued a  portion  of  the  public  highway  named 
Saratoga  street.  East  Boston.  The  discontinued 
portion  of  Saratoga  street,  the  subject  matter  of 
this  order,  contains  approximately  12,562  square 
feet  of  land;    and 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  is  the  owner  in  fee 
of  said  discontinued  portion  of  Saratoga  street;  and 

Whereas,  Roger  A.  Phinney  Is  the  owner  of  the 
land  abutting  on  both  sides  of  this  discontinued 
portion  of  Saratoga  street  and  is  desirous  of  obtain- 
ing ownership  of  the  same;   and 

Whereas,  The  said  discontinued  portion  of 
Saratoga  street  is  no  longer  needed  for  public  pur- 
poses;  now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  con- 
vey in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  the  said  Roger  A.  Phinney,  by  an  instrument 
in  writing  satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  Depart- 
ment of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  five  hundred  (500)  dollars  paid  to  the 
City  of  Boston,   all  the  City  of  Boston's  right, 
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title  and  interest  in  and  to  the  said  discontinued 
portion  of  Saratoga  street,  bounded  and  described 
as  follows: 

Northeasterly  by  land  formerly  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Coal  Company  and  now  of  Roger  A.  Phinney, 
two  hundred  seventeen  and  30-100  (217.30  feet; 
northerly  by  other  land  formerly  of  the  Metro- 
politan Coal  Company  and  now  of  Roger  A. 
Phinney,  eighty  (80)  feet;  easterly  by  Belle  Isle 
Inlet,  twenty-seven  (27)  feet;  southerly  by  other 
land  formerly  of  the  Metropolitan  Coal  Company 
and  now  of  Roger  A.  Phinney,  One  hundred  twenty- 
nine  (129)  feet;  southwesterly  by  other  land  form- 
erly of  the  Metropolitan  Coal  Company  and  now 
of  Roger  A.  Phinney,  one  hundred  eighty  and 
70-100  (180.70)  feet;  westerly  by  the  easterly  side 
line  of  Benner  street,  a  private  way,  fifty  (50)  feet; 
containing  twelve  thousand,  five  hundred  sixty- 
two. (12, 502)  square  feet  of  land  more  or  less. 

All  of  said  measurements  are  shown  on  a  plan 
marked  "City  of  Boston,  Saratoga  Street,  East 
Boston  and  Winthrop,  November  1,  1913,  P.  O. 
Whitney,  Chief  Engineer,  Street  Laying-Out  De- 
partment, Note:  Figures  Enclosed  thus  (34.84) 
added  December  5,  1939,  William  J.  Sullivan, 
Chief  Engineer,  Street  Laying-Out  Department," 
on  file  in  the  office  of  said  department,  City  Hall, 
Boston,  Mass. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


RECONVEYANCE    TO   CITY   OF   PART    OF 
NORWAY   STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  18,  1940. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  an  order  whereby 
the  Trustees  of  Shawmut  Ptealty  Trust  reconvey 
to  the  City  of  Boston  that  part  of  Norway  street 
between  Falmouth  street  and  Huntington  avenue 
conveyed  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Shawmut.  Real 
Estate  Trust  by  deed  dated  June  25,  1918,  under 
an  order  of  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston 
passed  February  18,  .1918,  and  passed  again 
March  4,  1918,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  March  5,  1918;  and  whereby  the  City  of 
Boston  reconveys  to  the  Trustees  of  Shawmut 
Realty  Trust  that  part  of  the  proposed  extension 
of  Dalton  street  between  Falmouth  street  and 
Huntington  avenue  conveyed  to  the  City  of  Boston 
by  deed  dated  March  15,  1918. 

The  Trustees  of  Shawmut  Realty  Trust  are 
the  holders  of  the  record  title  of  the  property  of 
The  First  Church  of  Christ  Scientist  in  Boston 
and  their  predecessors .  in  title  the  Trustees  of 
the  Shawmut  Real  Estate  Trust  in  February, 
1918,  proposing  to  enlarge  the  park  fronting  said 
church,  petitioned  the  City  of  Boston  to  discon- 
tinue Norway  street  between  Falmouth  street  and 
Huntington  avenue  as  a  highway  and  to  convey 
the  discontinued  portion  of  Norway  street  to  the 
said  trustees;  and  in  exchange  for  said  discon- 
tinuance and  conveyance  the  said  trustees  re- 
quested that  Dalton  street  be  extended  as  a 
highway  between  Falmouth  street  and  Huntington 
avenue  over  land  owned  by  said  trustees  and  which 
land  the  trustees  agreed  to  convey  to  the  City  of. 
Boston. 

Norway  street  was  discontinued  as  a  highway 
and  the  conveyance  of  said  discontinued  portion 
was  conveyed  by  the  City  of  Boston  to  the  Trustees 
of  the  Shawmut  Real  Estate  Trust.  Dal!  on 
street  was  extended  and  laid  out.  over  land  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Shawmut  Real  Estate  Trust,  by 
order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of 
the  City  of  Boston  and  a  conveyance  of  said  land 
within  the  extension  of  Dalton  street  was  made 
to  the  City  of  Boston  by  the  Trustees  of  the 
Shawmut  Real  Estate  Trust. 

Norway  street  was  and  lias  been  continuously 
used  for  all  public  highway  purposes.  Dalton 
street  as  extended  was  never  entered  upon  for  the 
purposes  of  construction  and  the  land  thereof, 
together  with  the  buildings  thereon,  has  been 
used  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Shawmut.  Heal  Estate 
Trust  and  the  taxes  on  said  land  and  buildings 
have  been  assessed  to  and  paid  each  year  by  the 
said  Trustees  of  the  Shawmut  Real  Estate  Trust 
and  their  successors,  the  Trustees  of  Shawmut 
Realty  Trust. 

The  proposed  plan  of  enlargement  of  the  church 
park  has  been  abandoned  by  the  Trustees  of  the 
Shawmut.  Realty  Trust, . 

The   Trustees   of   Shawmut,   Realtj    Trust    have 


petitioned  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  respectfully 
requesting  the  City  of  Boston  to  accept  a  recon- 
veyance of  that  part  of  Norway  street  conveyed 
to  said  trustees,  and  for  the  City  of  Boston  to 
reconvey  to  said  trustees  that  part  of  the  proposed 
extension  of  Dalton  street  conveyed  to  the  City 
of  Boston. 

The  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of  the 
City  of  Boston  have,  by  an  order  approved  by 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  October  25,  1940,  relaid 
out  as  a  public  highway  the  discontinued  portion 
of  Norway  street  between  Falmouth  street  and 
Huntington  avenue,  and  have  by  another  order 
of  same  date  discontinued  as  a  public  highway 
the  proposed  extension  of  Dalton  street  between 
Falmouth  street  and  Huntington  avenue. 

Accompanying  this  letter  please  find  a  report 
of  this  matter  prepared  by  the  Law  Department 
under  date  of  June  7,  1940,  together  with  a  plan 
of  the  premises. 

I  respectfully  recommend  passage  of  the  inclosed 
order. 

Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Whereas,  By  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Boston,  approved 
by  the  Mayor  of  Boston  April  11,  1918,  the  high- 
way named  Norway  street  was  discontinued  from 
Falmouth  street  to  Huntington  avenue;  and 

Whereas,  By  an  order  of  the  City  Council  of 
the  City  of  Boston  passed  February  18,  1918,  and 
passed  again  March  4,  1918,  and  approved  by  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  March  5,  1918,  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  was  authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  City  of  Boston  to  release  and  convey  the  said 
discontinued  portion  of  Norway  street  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  Shawmut  Real  Estate  Trust  for  a 
nominal  consideration;  and 

Whereas,  By  a  deed  dated  June  25,  1918,  re- 
corded with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  4093,  page  416, 
the  City  of  Boston  did  release  and  convey  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  Shawmut  Real  Estate  Trust  all 
the  City  of  Boston's  right,  title  and  interest  in  the 
said  discontinued  portion  of  Norway  street;  and 

Whereas,  By  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Boston,  approved 
by  the  Mayor  of  Boston  April  11,  1918,  a  public 
improvement  consisting  of  the  laying-out  and  con^ 
struction  of  an  extension  of  Dalton  street,  as  a 
highway,  from  Falmouth  street  to  Huntington 
avenue  was  authorized;  and 

Whereas,  By  a  deed  March  15,  1918,  recorded 
with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  4080,  page  013,  the 
Trustees  of  the  Shawmut  Real  Estate  Trust  did 
release  and  convey  to  the  City  of  Boston  for  a 
nominal  consideration,  all  the  right,  title,  interest 
and  estate  of  the  said  trustees  in  and  to  the  pro- 
posed extension  of  Dalton  street;  and 

Whereas,  No  entry  was  or  has  been  made  by 
the  City  of  Boston  for  the  purposes  of  laying  out 
and  constructing  the  said  proposed  extension  of 
Dalton  street;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  discontinued  portion  of  Nop 
way  street  has  been  and  is  being  utilized  for  public 
highway  purposes;  and 

Whereas,  By  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Boston,  approved 
by  the  Mayor  of  Boston  October  25,  1940,  an 
extension  of  the  highway  named  Norway  street 
(the  said  discontinued  portion  of  Norway  street) 
was  laid  out  as  a  highway  from  Falmouth  street 
to  Huntington  avenue;  and 

Whereas,  By  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Boston,  approved 
by  the  Mayor  of  Boston  October  25,  1940,  the 
highway  named  Dalton  street  (the  said  proposed 
extension  of  Dalton  street)  was  discontinued  as  a 
highway  from  Falmouth  street  to  .Huntington 
avenue;  and 

Whereas,  The  Trustees  of  Shawmut  Realty 
Trust,  successors  in  title  to  the  Trustees  of  the 
Shawmut  Real  Estate  Trust,  have  by  petition 
addressed  to  the  Mayor  of  tin-  City  of  Boston 
requested  .the  City  of  Boston  to  accept  a  recon- 
veyance of  the  fee  of  that  part  of  Norway  street 
conveyed  to  the  Trustees  of  tin-  Shawmut  Heal 
Estate  Trust  by  deed  dated  June  25,  1918;  and 
have  further  requested  the  City  of  Boston  to 
reconvey  the  fee, of  that,  part  of  Dalton  street 
conveyed  to  the  City  of  Boston  by  deed  dated 
March  15,  1918;  ami 

Whereas,  The  land  conveyed  by  the  Trustees  of 
the  Shawmut  Real   Estate  Trust  to  the  City  of 

Boston  fc>3   deed  dated  March   15,  litis,  for  the  then 

proposed  extension  of   Dal t On  street,  is  no  I .  ' 

needed  for  public  purposes;  now,  therefore,  it    i 
heri  lis 


430 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  in 
the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  to 
accept  by  an  instrument  in  writing  satisfactory  in 
form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston 
a  reconveyance  of  that  portion  of  Norway  street 
conveyed  by  the  City  of  Boston  to  the  Trustees 
of  the  Shawmut  Real  Estate  Trust  by  deed  dated 
June  25,  1918,  and  bounded  and  described  as 
follows : 

Northwesterly  by  Falmouth  street,  fifty  (50) 
feet;  northeasterly  by  the  northeasterly  side  line 
of  Norway  street  as  laid  out  by  order  of  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
October  25,  1940,  two  hundred  twenty-five  and 
1-100  (225.01)  feet;  southeasterly  by  Huntington 
avenue,  fifty  (50)  feet;  southwesterly  by  the 
southwesterly  side  line  of  Norway  street  as  laid 
out  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  October  25,  1940,  two 
hundred  twenty-five  and  1-100   (225.01)   feet. 

All  the  above  measurements  are  shown  on  a  plan 
hereinafter  referred  to. 
and,  it  is  hereby  further, 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  <  Sty 
of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  boston  to  reconvey 
to  the  Trustees  of  Shawmut  Realty  Trust,  by  an 
instrument  in  writing  satisfactory  in  form  to  the 
Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  the  panel 
of  land  conveyed  to  the  City  of  Boston  by  the 
Trustees  of  the  Shawmut  Heal  Estate  Trust  for 
the  proposed  extension  of  Dalton  street  by  deed 
dated  March  15,  1918,  and  bounded  and  described 
as  follows: 

Northwesterly  by  Falmouth  street,  fifty  (50) 
feet;  northeasterly  by  the  northeasterly  line  of 
Dalton  street  as  discontinued  by  order  of  t  he 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  October  25,  1940,  two  hundred  twenty-five 
(225)  feet;  southeasterly  by  Huntington  avenue, 
fifty  (50)  feet:  southwesterly  by  the  southwesterly 
line  of  Dalton  street  as  discontinued  by  order  of 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  October  25,jl940,  two  hundred  twenty-five 
(225)  feet. 

All  of  the  above  measurements  are  shown  on  a 
plan  marked  "City  of  Boston,  Dalton  Street, 
Norway  Street,  January  2,  1918,  Roxbury,  F.  0. 
Whitney,  Chief  Engineer,  Street  Laying-Out 
Department,  Note:  Norway  Street,  Belaid  out 
October  25,  1940,  Dalton  Street,  Discontinued 
October  25,  1940,"  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Street 
Laying-Out  Department,  City  Hall,  Boston,  Mass. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


TRUSTEE     UNDER     WILL     OF     MICHAEL 
FRANCIS   CAH1I.1.. 

Notice  was  received  from  Mayor  Tobin  and 
Oscar  W.  Haussermann  (named  by  Boston  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce),  being  trustees  under  will  of 
Michael  Francis  Cahill,  of  selection  as  third 
trustee  of  John  C.  Riley,  285  Commonwealth 
avenue,  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


SECURITY    FOR    LAND-TAKINGS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  giving  notice  of  security  for 
land-takings. 

Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK  ASSESSMENTS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Com 
missioner  of  Public  Works  together  with  order 
assessing  half-cost  of  constructing  artificial  stone 
sidewalks,  viz.: 

Half-Cost. 
Van  Winkle  street,  Ward  16 *361  10 

The  order  wasjpassed. 


INTEREST   IN    CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  William  H.  Ellis' 
member  of  the  Board  of  Appeal,  of  interest  in  con- 
tract for  constructing  snow  dump  wharf  at  North 
Ferry. 

Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The'following  petitions  were  received  and  referred 
to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Brighton  Motors,  Inc.,  for  refund  on  used  ear 
dealer's  license. 

Eleanor  Callahan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  sidewalk  at  Hemen- 
way  and  Haviland  streets. 

Aloiris  Chernoff,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  car. 

William  A.  Hogan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

M.  B.  Trucking  Company,  Inc.,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  car  by  city  car. 

A.  F.  Rowe,  for  refund  on  building  permit. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 
Petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  for  license 
to  operate  motor  vehicles  from  junction  of  River 
street  ami  Fairmount  avenue  at  Logan  square, 
Hyde  Park,  over  Fairmount  avenue,  Highland 
st net,  Pond  street,  Williams  avenue,  Summit 
street,  Washington  street,  Chittick  road,  Neponset 
Valley  Parkway  and  Fairmount  avenue  to  Biver 
.street,  in  either  direction. 


PAYMENT    OF    AID    TO    SOLDIERS    AND 
SAILORS. 

(  .an.  ENGLERT,  for  the  committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and 
sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston 
for  the  month  of  December. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


LOCKERS,  CHARLES  RIVER  BEACH. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  his  Honor  the  -Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  the  Park  Commissioners  to  make  a 
survey  of  the  Charlesbank  Beach  with  the  view 
to  erecting  bathhouse  lockers  for  the  conveiuence 
of  bathers  using  the  beach  of  the  Charles  river  at 
Charles  and  Cambridge  street,  Ward  3. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  some  time  ago 
I  put  in  a  similar  order,  to  erect  a  locker  room  on 
the  Charles  river  beach,  at  Charles  and  Cambridge 
streets,  Ward  3,  but  the  summer  passed  by  without 
having  anything  in  that  direction  done.  Therefore, 
I  now  put  in  this  order,  so  that  there  will  be  suffi- 
cient time  to  consider  this  in  connection  with  the 
incoming  budget,  and  so  that  something  may  be 
done  looking  to  the  erection  of  such  lockers  in 
that  location.  You  and  I,  Mr.  President,  know, 
and  any  of  the  members  of  the  Council  who  may 
at  times  pass  by  there  know,  that  the  people 
using  the  beach  naturally  undress  themselves 
right  there,  and  it  is  really  a  shameful  sight  at 
times,  when  you  go  by,  to  see  bathers,  particularly 
women,  taking  oil  their  clothes  when  they  are 
about  tu  put  on  their  bathing  suits,  and  taking 
off  their  bathing  suits  after  they  have  been  in  the 
water.  I  know  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will 
be  very  much  interested  to  see  that  lockers  are 
placed  there  in  order  to  obviate  that  condition; 
and  I  certainly  hope  that  by  next  summer  such 
provision  wiU  be  made,  so  that  bathers  can  go 
there  and  enjoy  themselves  and  dress  and  undress 
properly.  Naturally,  when  they  have  been  in 
bathing  they  wish  to  take  off  their  bathing  suits 
before  dressing,  and  many  of  us  in  that  section 
do  not  have  proper  facilities  for  taking  a  bath  at 
home.     I  trust,  therefore,  that  this  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


HOUSING    PROJECTS   FOR   WARD    3. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
petition  the  Federal  Housing  Administration  to 
formulate  plans  for  housing  projects  in  the  North, 
West  and  South  End  districts  of  Ward  3. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  during  the  past 
eleven  months,  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  the 
Boston  City  Council,  I  have  had  several  conversa- 
tions with  the  Housing  Authority  along  this  line, 
having  in  mind  that  housing  projects  are  very  much 
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needed  in  Ward  3,  and  that  the  West  End,  North 
End  and  South  End  need  such  projects,  I  very  much 
appreciate  the  fact  that  several  days  ago  one  of  our 
outstanding  newspapers  in  Boston  editorially 
emphasized,  what  I  think  we  all  know,  that  if  any 
additional  housing  projects  are  to  be  undertaken 
the  places  where  they  are  most  needed  are  the  West 
End,  the  North  End  and  the  South  End.  We  have 
there  many  homes  that  have  no  facilities  for  bath- 
ing, and  where  two  and  three  families  must  use  the 
same  toilet.  Having  that  situation  in  mind,  I 
feel  that  it  is  about  time  that  something  should  be 
done  in  the  way  of  erecting  housing  projects  in 
those  areas.  There  is  no  question  in  my  mind.that 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Housing  Authority 
are  very  much  interested  to  see  that  these  projects 
are  formulated  in  my  district  and  these  other  dis- 
tricts, but  one  of  the  excuses  we  seem  to  be  con- 
fronted with  is  that  the  price  of  land  is  much  higher 
than  the  Federal  Government  allows  in  places 
where  such  housing  projects  go.  You  and  I  know, 
Mr.  President,  that  many  of  our  homes  today  may 
be  overassessed,  but  I  still  agree  with  the  editorial 
of  a  few  days  ago,  in  the  Boston  Post,  that  if  there 
are  any  sections  of  the  City  of  Boston  that  greatly 
need  such  projects  they  are  the  North,  West  and 
South  Ends,  that  those  are  the  places  where  these 
homes  should  be  erected.  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  will  take  proper  steps  to 
formulate  and  expedite  this  suggestion,  urging  the 
Federal  Housing  Authority  to  do  something  along 
this  line.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  some  such  action 
will  be  taken  in  my  district  and  in  these  other  dis- 
tricts for  the  welfare  and  convenience  of  the  poor 
people  of  the  city. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  MARGARET  J.  BUSCHE. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
rescind  their  recent  order  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  Miss  Margaret  J.  Busche  as  Director  of  the 
City  Hospital  School  of  Nursing  and  Superintendent 
of  Nurses,  and  appoint  only  a  resident  of  Boston  and 
graduate  of  the  City  Hospital  School  of  Nursing  to 
this  position. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President,  I  have  been 
absent  for  two  meetings,  and  when  I  returned  I 
heard  that  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
had  appointed  a  Miss  Busche  Superintendent  of 
Nurses  at  the  hospital.  When  I  received  that 
information  I  was  certainly  amazed.  As  chair- 
man of  the  City  Council  Committee  on  Hospitals 
I  feel  it  my  duty  to  present  this  order  here  today 
requesting  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  to 
rescind  their  recent  order  whereby  they  appointed 
to  the  position  of  Superintendent  of  Nurses  a 
non-resident  of  the  City  of  Boston.  While  I 
have  no  complaint  to  make  of  the  qualifications,, 
experience  or  education  of  Miss  Busche,  we  who 
are  familiar  with  the  workings  of  the  hospital 
know  full  well  that  there  are  many  girls  and 
women  in  our  city  who  are  fully  qualified  by  educa- 
tion, training,  experience  and  length  of  loyal 
service  to  fill  this  high  salaried  position.  I  say 
to  you  the  members  of  the  Council,  and  to  the 
public  of  the  City  of  Boston,  that  these  qualified 
women  should  be  given  the  opportunity  of  being 
considered  for  this  position.  What  outlook  has 
the  student  nurse,  the  young  graduate  nurse 
and  the  nurse  of  long-time  service?  What  out- 
look for  the  future  have  they,  if  persons  resident 
outside  of  our  city  and  state  are  placed  in  positions 
of  importance  over  their  heads?  Whom  do  they 
look  to  for  support?  Yes,  they  look  to  us,  their 
representatives  in  city  government,  to  plead  their 
case,  and  I,  for  one,  intend  to  do  all  physically  and 
politically  possible  to  place  within  the  reach  of 
every  one  of  these  qualified  girls  the  opportunity 
of  advancement  to  a  higher  position.  I  feel  that 
this  is  only  just  and  fair.  I  do  not  think  the 
trustees  would  have  to  try  very  hard  to  find  in 
our  city  and  in  our  City  Hospital  a  capable,  edu- 
cated, talented  nurse,  a  graduate  of  the  Nursing 
School  to  fill  this  position.  I  certainly  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  trustees  will  see  fit  to  rescind 
that  order  and  select  one  of  the  graduates  of  the 
school  at  our  City  Hospital,  thereby  encouraging 
our  other  nurses. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  in  all  the 
discussion  upon  this  order  as  upon  other  orders 
introduced  at  the  last  meeting,  I  have  not  heard 
one  word  about  the  welfare  of  the  patients  of  the 
City    Hospital.     Yet,    that    is    the    primary    con- 


sideration,— not  where  a  Superintendent  of  Nurses 
comes  from,  not  where  she  has  been  trained,  but 
whether  she  is  highly  competent,  and  whether 
her  appointment  is  for  the  welfare  of  the  patients. 
The  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  says  he  has 
nothing  against  Miss  Busche,  who  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  this  position.  I  have  heard  no  criticism 
of  her  competence  or  of  her  administration  of 
her  office  as  assistant  before  her  appointment. 
In  the  absence  of  any  criticism  of  her  competence, 
it  would  seem  to  me  that  the  matter  should  be 
left  to  the  Board  of  Trustees,  who  are  appointed 
for  that  purpose  and  who  do  have  the  welfare 
of  the  patients  at  heart. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  heartily  agree 
with  the  councilor  from  Ward  8  (Coun.  Hurley), 
having  in  mind  that  one  month  before  the  resig- 
nation of  the  previous  Superintendent  of  Nurses 
at  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  I  was  confronted 
with  a  situation  where  a  girl  from  my  district, 
a  student  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  passed  an 
examination,  receiving  96  or  98  per  cent,  and  that 
she  was  put  in  a  ward  working  alone.  But, 
mind  you,  after  she  had  performed  that  service, 
for  three  weeks,  and  had  gone  to  the  expense  of 
buying  uniforms,  books  and  other  necessary 
things,  she  was  let  go  by  Miss  Logan  from  the 
Boston  City  Hospital,  she  telling  the  girl  that, 
from  the  standpoint  of  ability  and  a  nurse,  she  was 
not  qualified.  I  had  a  conversation  with  his 
Honor  at  that  time.  I  have  kept  it  quiet  until 
now,  because  a  resignation  was  forthcoming, 
but  I  cannot  help  stating  at  this  time  that  if  those 
are  the  tactics  that  Miss  Logan  used  in  the  case 
of  a  young  girl  who  was  a  student  and  who  was 
only  allowed  three  weeks  On  the  practical  side  of 
nursing,  then  being  told  that  she  was  not  qualified, 
that  sort  of  thing  is  not  right.  When  I  called 
Miss  Logan  up  and  explained  the  situation  to  her, 
she  told  me  that  I  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Boston  City  Hospital. 
Well,  I  feel,  Mr.  President,  that  every  councilor 
here  is  interested  in  the  Boston  City  Hospital. 
Our  constituents  are  the  ones  who  are  brought 
to  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  and  it  certainly  is  our 
affair  to  see  that  the  proper  services  are  given  to 
patients  at  the  hospital  and  that  the  student 
nurses  are  given  a  chance  to  graduate  in  that 
hospital.  Therefore,  I  urge  that  the  trustees  of 
the  Boston  City  Hospital  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  rescind  their  recent 
order  authorizing  the  appointment  of  Miss  Busche 
as  director  of  the  City  Hospital  nursing  and 
Superintendent  of  Nurses,  appointing  a  resident 
of  Boston  and  a  graduate  of  the  City  Hospital 
Nursing  School  to  the  position. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  I  think 
that  the  councilor  from  the  Back  Bay  (Coun. 
Shattuck)  overlooked  the  most  important  question 
involved  in  the  appointment  of  Miss  Busche  as 
Superintendent  of  Nurses  when  he  said  that  there 
was  no  criticism  of.  her  qualifications  for  the 
position  and  that  the  welfare  of  the  patients  in 
the  hospital  should  be  the  first  consideration. 
Of  course,  I  agree  with  the  councilor  in  that  respect, 
but  I  am  curious  to  find  our  why,  after  three 
years  of  Miss  Logan,  no  nurse  in  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  has  been  able  to  receive  sufficient  knowl- 
edge, through  Miss  Logan  or  her  subordinates, 
such  as  Miss  Busche,  to  qualify  a  single  one  of 
them  for  this  position.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  a  sad 
commentary  on  the  ability  of  Miss  Logan  or  Miss 
Busche,  in  dealing  with  the  student  nurses,  not 
to  produce  any  nurse  capable  to  fill  the  position 
from  the  Boston  City  Hospital  School  of  Nurses. 
That,  to' my  mind,  is  the  most  important  thing 
for  the  trustees  of  the  hosnital  to  consider  in  con- 
nection with  Miss  Logan  or  Miss  Busche.  If 
Miss  Logan,  after  three  years,  was  unable  to  give 
the  proper  training  to  the  nurses  under  her  charge, 
it  seems  to  me  Unit  .Mi's  Busche  would  not  be 
able  to  do  any  better,  because  she  will  follow  the 
course  prescribed  for  her  by  Miss  Logan.  1 
certainly  think  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Citj 
Hospital  ought  to  advise  the  City  Council  what 
is  wrong  wiili  the  nursing  system  in  the  Boston 
City  Hospital. 

('mm.  WAHIJ  Mr.  President.  I  do  not  believe 
that  this  Body,  being,  as  it  is,  a  political  hod.,, 
should  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  City  Hospital.  The  responsibility  for 
carrying  on  the  hospital,  with  reference  to  the 
nurses  and  otherwise,   doe-    not    rest    upon  us,  but 

Upon    till'    trustees   of    the    Citj     Hospital.       II    I    had 

my  choice  in  naming  a  superintendent  of  nurse  ,  I 
should  choose  someboch  who  would  not  neces- 
sarily be  friendly  to  me,   but   who,  of  all  things, 
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would  have  the  interests  of  the  patients  at  heart. 
It  is  not  our  responsibility.  Slogan  after  slogan 
has  been  used  in  our  city,  in  School  Committee 
contests,  for  example,  about  keeping  the  schools 
out  of  politics.  I  think  it  is  about  time  that  we 
kept  the  Boston  City  Hospital  out  of  favoritism 
and  out  of  politics. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  while  I  do  not 
wish  to  continue  at  length  the  City  Hospital  argu- 
ment, and  while  I  agree  with  some  of  the  members 
here  that  there  should  not  be  political  ii 
with  the  proper  workings  of  the  Boston  City  Hos- 
pital, I  do  say  here  that  if  there  is  any  ground  for 
criticism  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  Trusti 
should   be   brought  out  here,   because,   after   all, 
nobody  is  right  all  the  time,   and  if  we  give   the 
trustees  power  and  they  are  not  open  to  criticism 
by  us,  who  is  going  to  criticize  them  at  times  when 
criticism  may  be  warranted'.'     I  believe  thai  it  the 
City  Hospital  Trustees  feel  that   thej 
a  right  appointment   in   the  appointmenl   of  Miss 
Busche,  we  should  give  them  a  chance  t.. 
here  and  state  I  heir  position.      If  there  is  any  just 
ground  for  criticism  of  the  trustees  of  i  he  Boston 
City  Hospital,  1  say.  let  us  gi;  e  I  hem  i  hal  cril  icism 
in  I  his  Bod.v  . 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  Pre  ident,  if  the  rumor  l 
have  heard  in  regard  to  the  whole  ituation  is 
I  rue,  the  i ml 1 1  teal  angle  is  wii  h  t  he  truster         [ 

rumor  I  heard  was    I  hal    Mi       I  

her  resignation  on    the  condition   lh.it    the  girl  she 
brought  here  from  Chicago,   Miss   Bu  che, 
be  appointed  in  her  place.     So  I  think  the  politii 
of  the  matter  is  not  in  I  his  Bods   bul  in  i  he  tru 
of  the  City  Hospital, 

Coun.  LYONS— -Mr.  President,  about  three 
years  ago  we  had  this  sane-  thing  brought  up 
about  Miss  Logan  by  Councilor  Dowd,  and 
argument  at  thai  time  was  that  Boston  jobs  should 
be  given  to  Boston  girls.  The  counciloi  from 
Ward  21   (Coun.   Ward)   ha  to  us  as  a 

political  body.     I   do   not    consider   myself 

politician  here,  but   as  el d  by  the  i 

to  represent  them,     t  if  course,   the   five   tru 
of  the  City    Hospital  should   be   competent    to 
point  anybody  they  see  fit,  or  make  any  appoint- 
ments down  there.     Where  lives  are  a1  staki 
where  nurses  and  doctors  are  to  be  employed 
appointments  to  be   made   are   aol    like    political 
appointments,    because   the  safety   and    welfare   of 
the  patients  has  to  be  considered,  and  the  appoint- 
ments must  be   made  subject    i..    \i :,■  achusetts 
standards,     .lust  because  a  person  lives  in  Massa- 
chusetts it    does  not    follow    licit    I r  .die  should 

be  appointed  to  a  position  at  the  head  of  a  City 
Hospital    department.     So    1    think    it    would    be 
wise  on  our  part,  instead  of  attacking  the  tru 
without  knowing  the  fads,  to  invite  I  hem  to  come 
here    and    defend    llicir    appointment,    after    which 

we  can  argue  the  matter  I ir  heart's  contenl  in 

executive  session  or  in  this  Body,  if  any  com- 
promise is  arrived  at,  and  they  do  not  st.c  tit  to 
carry  out  the  terms  of  the  compromise,  tl 
n i c  u  will  I  hen  be  high  time  for  us  to  have  a  debate 
on  the  matter.  So,  as  I  say,  I  believe  We  should 
have  a  hearing  with  the  trustees  oi  the  hospital, 
having  the  trustees  and  possibly  the  superintend 
up  here,  and  if  we  desire  an  explanation  of  why 
certain  appointments  were  made,  I  think  they 
will  give  the  explanation  to  us. 

Coun.  WICKES — Mr.  President.  I  am  sorry 
that  I  do  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
21  (Coun.  Ward).  I  believe  it  is  our  business. 
1  think  it  is  our  business  to  know  what  is  go 
on  in  the  City  Hospital,  no  matter  what  it  maj 
be.  I  believe  that  we  as  elected  members  of 
this  Body  are  supposed  to  find  out  and  to  know 
what  is  going  on  in  the  hospital.  We  are  going 
there  constantly,  and  when  we  see  something 
going  on  that  we  do  not.  like,  that  we  do  not 
think  is  right,  I  believe  it  is  our  business  to  call 
attention  to  it  and  to  comment  upon  o  .  I  know 
that  in  my  visits  to  the  hospital  I  have  seen 
plenty  going  on  down  there  that  you  and  1  would 
like  to  know  more  about.  1  am  sure  that  if 
you  or  I  do  not  care  to  see  things  going  on  that 
we  would  not  wish  to  have  our  brother  or  our 
sister  subjected  to  in  the  hospital,  and  if  such 
things  are  going  on,  why  should  we  keep  quiet? 
I  certainly  do  not  propose  to,  not  by  a  long  shot. 
In  1935  or  193(i,  the  Finance  Commission  made 
a  report  in  regard  to  the  City  Hospital  which 
contained  certain  criticisms,  suggesting  that 
certain  ones  be  discharged,  and  asking  the  trus- 
tees to  give  a  more  complete  report  on  their 
financial  condition.  I  don't  know  what  has  been 
accomplished   since   that    time,   about    live   years 


past;  but  it  seems  to  me  if  the  Board  of  Trustees 
is  a  body  that  has  done  certain  things  that  are 
to  be  condemned  or  criticized,  the}-  should  be 
t  brown  out  as  a  group.  So  I  believe  the  Council 
should  get  behind  such  an  issue.  It  is  not  a  ques- 
tion of  politics.  It  is  a  question  of  whether  the 
hospital  is  properly  run  as  we,  from  time  to  time, 
have  occasion  to  see  it  in  our  visits.  And  I  believe 
it  is  not  political  for  us  to  ask  to  have  a  graduate 
of  the  Nursing  School  of  the  City  Hospital  ap- 
pointed to  the  job  of  superintendent.  We  have 
a  nursing  school  down  there,  and  it  is  supposed 
it  ju.si  that  .sort  of  thing. 
The  order  was  passed. 


PROPOSED    LOANS. 

President  GALVIN  called  up.  under  unfinished 
business,  Xos.  '.',  and  4  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

■i.     Ordered,      1  hat      under     the     provisions     of 

chapter  72  ol   the  Acis  of  L939,  a  loan  in  the  sum 

of  (325,000,  outside  the  debt  limit,  be,  and  hereby 

ihorizcd,  aiel  that    the  City  Treasurer,  upon 

request  of  the  Mayor,  be  authorized  to  issue  bonds 

or  notes  i  herefor,  and  that  the  said  sum  of  $325, I 

be.  and  hereby  is.  appropriated,  to  be  expended  in 
with  the  provisions  of  chapter  72  of 
the  ,\ii  -  .,;   1939,  for  the  following  purposes; 

Public  \\  .,rks  Department. 
l'a\  ing  Sen  ici-. 

II.     Relief  Projects $120,000 

Public  Works  Department. 

Sewer  Service. 
II.      Belief  Projects 55.000 

Public  Works  Department . 
Central  <  Iffice. 

F.      Special  Items 15(1, nun 

S325.001) 

(In  November  25.  1940,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed.  \  eas  19,  na.v  -  0 

1.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  I'.i  of  the  Acts  ,,f  1933  as  most  recently 
amended  by  chapter  288  of  the  Acts  of  1939  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  obtain  the  ap- 
mergency  Finance  Board  to  the 
issuance  of  two  million  dollars  ($2,000,000)  in 
noies,  bon, Is  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city,  said  notes,  bonds  or  certificate  old  at 

their  face  value  io  the  Commonwealth  and  the 
proceeds  be.  and  hereby  are.  appropriated  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  outstanding  revenue  loans. 

(in  November  18,  1940,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  years  20,  nays,  0 

I  he  orders  were  given  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  s eas  19,  nays  0. 


SALE   tiF   LAND   TO    MASSACHTFS 

GENEB  w.  hospital. 

President  GALVIN  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business.  No.  5  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

5.  Whereas.  The  City  of  Boston  is  i  he  present 
owner  of  a  certain  parcel  of  land,  together  with 
the  buildings  thereon,  situated  on  the  westerly 
side  of  North  Grove  street  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  more  fully  described  and  shown  as  "Parcel 
A"  on  a  plan  hereinafter  referred  to;  and 

Whereas,  The  .- : i i ,  1  premises,  "Parcel  A,"  are 
no  longer  needed  for  public  purposes;  and 

Whereas.  The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
a  corporation  duly  organized  under  the  laws  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  is  the 
owner  of  a  certain  parcel  of  land  situated  on  the 
northerly  side  of  Cambridge  street  and  on  the 
westerlv  side  of  North  drove  street  in  the  Citj  of 
Host  on  and  more  fully  described  and  shown  as 
"Parcel  C"  on  a  plan  hereinafter  referred  to.  and 
a  contiguous  parcel  of  registered  land  situated  on 
the  westerly  side  of  said  Xorth  Grove  street,  more 
fully  described  and  shown  as  "Panel  D"on  a  plan 
hereinafter  referred  to;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital  desires  to  purchase  for  hospital  purposes 
said  "Parcel  A"  and  has  offered  to  the  City  of 
Boston  as  consideration  therefor  the  sum  of  forty- 
nine  thousand  six  hundred  forty-seven  (49,647) 
dollars,  and  to  grant  to  the  City  of  Boston  said 
"Parcel  C"  and  said  "Parcel  D";  now,  therefore, 
ii  is  hereby 
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Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  sell 
at  private  sale  to  the  said  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  all  the  City  of  Boston's  right, 
title  and  interest  in  and  to  said  "Parcel  A"  to- 
gether with  the  buildings  thereon  for  the  sum  of 
forty-nine  thousand  six  hundred  forty-seven 
(49,647)  dollars  and  the  grant  to  the  City  of 
Boston  of  s,aid  "Parcel  C"  and  said  "Parcel  D"; 
and  it  is  further 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
execute  and  deliver  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
City  of  Boston  an  instrument  in  writing,  satis- 
factory in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  said 
City  of  Boston,  wherein  the  said  City  of  Boston 
conveys  to  the  said  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital  all  the  City  of  Boston's  right,  title  and 
interest  in  and  to  said  "Parcel  A"  together  with 
the  buildings  thereon,  bounded  and  described  as 
follows : 

Northerly  by  land  of  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital,  one  hundred  forty-seven  and  20-100 
(147.20)  feet;  easterly  by  North  Grove  street, 
twenty-five  (25)  feet;  southerly  by  land  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  fifty-one  (51)  feet;  easterly  again, 
by  other  land  of  the  City  of  Boston,  ninety-seven 
and  62-100  (97.62)  feet;  easterly  again,  by  other 
land  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
twenty-eight  and  27-100  (28.27)  feet;  southerly 
by  other  land  of  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital,  forty-five  and  94-100  (45.94)  feet; 
easterly  again,  by  other  land  of  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital,  twenty-nine  and  80-100  (29.80) 
feet;  southerly  again,  by  other  land  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  fifty-four  and  80-100  (54.80)  feet;  westerly 
again,  by  other  land  of  the  City  of  Boston,  one 
hundred  seventy-six  and  47-100  (176.47)  feet; 
containing  seventeen  thousand  five  hundred 
seventy-two  (17,572)  square  feet  of  land,  more  or 
less. 

All  of  said  measurements  shown  on  a  plan 
marked  "City  of  Boston,  North  Grove  Street, 
Boston  Proper,  February  7,  1940,  William  J. 
Sullivan,  Chief  Engineer,  Street  Laying-Out 
Department,"  and  designated  as  "Parcel  A"  there- 
on, upon  the  payment  by  the  said  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  to  the  City  of  Boston  of  the  sum 
of  forty-nine  thousand  six  hundred  forty-seven 
(49,647)  dollars  and  the  delivery  to  the  City  of 
Boston  by  the  said  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital  of  a  deed  satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  whereby  the 
said  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  conveys 
to  the  City  of  Boston  all  the  said  hospital's  right, 
title  and  interest  in  and  to  said  "Parcel  C", 
bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Northerly  by  land  of  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital,  twelve  and  85-100  (12.85)  feet;  easterly 
by  other  land  of  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital,  sixty-eight  and  28-100  (68.28)  feet; 
southerly  by  Cambridge  street,  fourteen  and 
11-100  (14.11)  feet;  westerly  by  Cambridge  Street 
avenue,  forty-six  and  50-100  (46.50)  feet;  northerly 
again,  by  land  of  the  City  of  Boston,  one  and 
34-100  (1.34)  feet;  westerly  again,  by  other  land 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  twenty-three  and  25-100 
(23.25)  feet;  containing  nine  hundred  thirty-seven 
(937)  square  feet  of  land,  more  or  less;  and 
said  "Parcel  D"  a  parcel  of  registered  land,  Certifi- 
cate of  Title  No.  8111,  recorded  with  Suffolk  Land 
Registrations,  Book  36,  page  111,  bounded  and 
described  as  follows: 

Northerly  by  land  of  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital,  twelve  and  89-100  (12.89).  feet;  easterly 
by  other  land  of  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital,  six  and  42-100  (6.42)  feet;  southerly 
by  other  land  of  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital,  twelve  and  85-100  (12.85)  feet;  westerly 
by  land  of  the  City  of  Boston,  seven  (7)  feet; 
containing  eighty-six  (86)  square  feet  of  land,  more 
or  less. 

All  of  said  measurements  are  shown  on  a  plan 
marked  "City  of  Boston,  North  Grove  Street, 
Boston  Proper,  February  7,  1940,  William  J. 
Sullivan,  Chief  Engineer,  Street  Laying-Out 
Department,"  and  designated  as  "Parcel  C"  and 
"Parcel  D"  thereon. 

On  November  18,  1940,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  1. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  18,  nays — Coun.  Coffey — 1. 


SALE  OF  LAND  TO  LILLIAN  LAYDEN. 
President  GALVIN  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  6  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 


6.  Whereas,  The  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
of  the  City  of  Boston  by  a  resolve  and  order  ap- 
proved by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  May  5, 
1939,  discontinued  a  part  of  the  highway  named 
Old  Centre  street,  containing  forty-five  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  square  feet,  more  or  less,  and 
situated  near  the  Dedham  boundary  line,  and 
contiguous  to  the  premises  of  Lillian  Layden; 
and 

Whereas,  Lillian  Layden  of  Dedham  is  desirous 
of  obtaining  the  ownership  of  said  forty-five  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eight  feet;    and 

Whereas,  The  said  forty-five  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  square  feet  of  land  are  no  longer  needed  for 
public  purposes;   now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  convey  to  the  said  Lillian 
Layden,  by  an  instrument  in  writing,  satisfactory 
in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  in  corsideration  of  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  fifty  (150)  dollars  paid  to  the  City  of 
Boston  by  the  said  Lillian  Layden,  all  the  City 
of  Boston's  right,  title  and  interest  in  the  said 
forty-five  hundred  and  sixty-eight  square  feet  dis- 
continued as  aforesaid,  and  bounded  and  described 
as  follows: 

Northerly  by  land  of  Lillian  Layden  by  four 
measurements,  seventy-two  and  41-100  (72.41) 
feet;  fourteen  and  92-100  (14.92)  feet;  twenty- 
one  (21)  feet,  and  fifteen  and  83-100  (15.83)  feet; 
easterly  by  the  westerly  line  of  Old  Centre  street 
by  two  measurements,  twelve  and  76-100  (12.76) 
feet  and  sixty-seven  and  91-100  (67.91)  feet; 
southerly  by  other  land  of  Lillian  Layden  by  two 
measurements,  thirty-four  and  14-100  (34.14)  feet 
and  fifty-eight  and  23-100  (58.23)  feet;  and 
westerly  by  the  boundary  line  between  the  City 
of  Boston  and  the  town  of  Dedham,  thirty-eight 
and  82-100  (38.82)  feet,  containing  forty-five 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  (4,568)  square  feet  and 
shown  on  a  plan  showing  the  discontinuance  of  a 
part  of  Old  Centre  street,  West  Roxbury,  near  the 
boundary  line  between  Boston  and  Dedham  and 
marked  "City  of  Boston,  Old  Centre  Street,  West 
Roxbury,  September  1,  1938,  William  J.  Sullivan, 
Chief  Engineer,  Street  Laying-Out  Department," 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Street  Laying-Out 
Department,  City  Hall  Annex,  Boston. 

On  November  18,  1940,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  19,  nays  1. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  17,  nays — Coun.  Coffey — 1. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

President  GALVIN  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  2  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  November  25,  1940,  of  Louis  Novick, 
Dorothy  Novick,  Arthur  J.  Sangster,  to  be  Weighers 
of  Coal,  and  William  J.  Kelly,  to  be  a  Weigher  of 
Goods. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation  of  the  ap- 
pointments. Committee,  Coun.  Taylor  and 
Englert.  Whole  number  of  ballots  16;  yeas  16, 
and  the  appointments  were  confirmed. 


REFLECTOR   LIGHTS,   WARD    11. 

Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  installation  of  reflector  lights 
on  Washington  street,  Ward  11,  at  the  junction  of 
Forest  Hills  street  and  Montebello  road. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


APPOINTMENT    OF    MISS    MARGARET    J. 
BUSCHE. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  City  Hos- 
pital Trustees  be-requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  appear  before  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  City  Council  at  its  next  meeting  to  explain 
the  reason  for  appointing  Miss  Margaret  J.  Busche 
to  the  position  of  Superintendent  of  Nurses  instead 
of  a  qualified  graduate  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
School  of  Nursing. 

Coun.     KELLY — Mr.     President,    of    course     I 
realize  that  there  has  been  a  lot  of  discussion  of 
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this  matter  pro  and  con,  but  I  have  had  this  order 
drawn  up  for  some  time,  and  I  wish  to  talk  a 
little  upon  it.  I  realize,  also,  that  as  members 
of  the  City  Council  we  continually  have  brought 
to  our  attention  matters  connected  with  the  City 
Hospital,  that  we  frequently  have  occasion  to 
visit  the  hospital  on  behalf  of  our  constituents, 
and  that  we  are  called  upon  each  year  to  pass 
upon  the  hospital  budget.  I  realize  also  that  the 
hospital  was  established  in  1860,  eighty  years 
ago,  and  that  since  that  time,  up  to  three  years 
ago,  every  Superintendent  of  Nurses  who  was 
appointed  was  a  graduate  of  the  Boston  City  Hos- 
pital. Three  years  ago,  for  some  reason,  the 
trustees  did  not  seem  to  think  that  there  was  one 
nurse  in  the  hospital  qualified  to  be  Superintendent 
of  Nurses.  Under  the  present  set-up  of  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  a  Boston  girl  has  not  had  a  chance 
for  the  past  ten  or  twelve  years.  Why  do  I 
say  that?  Because  when  Miss  Logan  came  she 
brought  with  her  seven  assistants  from  North 
Carolina,  Oklahoma,  Chicago,  Tennessee  and 
New  York.  I  remember  asking  one  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  at  one  of  our  hearings  about  her 
qualifications,  and  he  said  that  in  his  opinion 
Miss  Logan  was  the  best  qualified  person  to  l«- 
Superintendent  of  Nurses  at  the  Citj  Hospital. 
I  said,  "Well,  suppose  I  should  agree  with  you 
in  regard  to  Miss  Logan's  ability,  isn't  it  a  fact 
that  there  are  seven  girls  in  the  hospital  capable  of 
serving  under  her  and  learning  her  nays,  so  Ileal 
when  she  resigns  and  goes  on  her  way  it  will  Im- 
possible to  fill  her  place  with  one  of  those  girls'.'" 
But  he  did  not  think  that  we  had  a  girl  in  Boston 
capable  of  that.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  ana 
going  to  name  a  girl  to  the  trustees.  1  have 
here  the  educational  and  professional  background 
of  such  a  girl,  and  I  am  going  to  name  the  young 
lady  and  ask  the  chairman  of  the  trustees  to  ex- 
plain to  the  City  Council  what  qualifications 
Miss  Busche  has  that  this  Boston  City  Hospital 
graduate  has  not  got.  I  name  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Sullivan,  and  I  propose  to  give  her  professional 
and  educational  background.  Starting  with  lu-r 
educational  background,  she  graduated  from  Our 
Lady  of  Perpetual  Hell)  School,  Roxbury,  Mass., 
and  from  the  Girls'  Latin  School  of  Boston.  She 
took  courses  in  Boston  University  and  a  Uni- 
versity Extension  course  in  Appreciation  of  Music. 
She  took  an  international  course  in  leadership 
at  Bedford  College,  London,  England,  and  got  a 
degree  from  Simmons  College  of  Boston.  At 
Boston  University  she  is  studying  now  for  an 
M.  A.  degree.  She  took  a  Red  Cross  course  for 
instruction  in  First  Aid,  and  studied  organization 
at  Camp  Edith  Macy,  New  York.  Taking  lu-r 
professional  background,  I  am  surprised  that  tin- 
trustees  overlooked  the  fact  that  she  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  School  of  Nursing, 
and  I  am  particularly  surprised  that  they  should 
feel  that  with  that,  and  her  other  background 
and  qualifications,  she  was  not  considered  as  an 
appointee  for  Superintendent  of  Nursing  at  the 
City  Hospital,  before  appointing  Miss  Busche 
to  the  position.  They  can  hardly  claim,  in  view 
of  her  graduating  from  the  City  Hospital  School 
of  Nursing,  with  her  other  professional  and  edu- 
cational qualifications,  she  was  not  considered 
equal  to  that  position.  To  recapitulate  Miss 
Sullivan's  professional  background,  she  is  a  gradual  e 
of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  School  of  Nursing; 
was  assistant  superintendent  at  York,  Maine, 
for  three  years;  did  special  nursing  at  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  for  six  winters.  References:  Dr. 
Tracy  Putnam,  Professor  of  Neurosurgery,  Co- 
lumbia University;  Dr.  Soma  Weiss,  Physician-in- 
Chief,  Peter  Bent  Brigham  Hospital;  Dr.  Walter 
Wegner,  Neurosurgery,  Boston  City  Hospital; 
Dr.  Joseph  Shortell,  Orthopedic  Surgeon,  Boston 
City  Hospital.  Assistant  director  and  camp  nurse, 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire,  for  five  summers; 
administration  study,  Children's  Hospital;  resi- 
dent nurse  Isle  of  Shoals,  two  summers;  Red 
Cross  instructor  of  home  hygiene;  instructor  of 
child  nursing,  home  nursing  and  first  aid  for 
Business  and  Professional  Women's  Club  in 
Maine;  Girl  Scouts  and  Leaders,  Portsmouth, 
New  Hampshire;  Girl  Scouts  and  Leaders,  Maine. 
Founder  and  leader  of  Girl  Scout  troops  for  cardiac- 
children  at  Good  Samaritan  Hospital,  Boston. 
References:  Miss  Marian  Fraser,  Chestnut  Hill, 
Miss  Laura  Coleman,  Dr.  Margaret  Lewis,  Mrs. 
Louis  Burlingham.  Now  developing  Girl  Scout- 
ing in  conjunction  with  School  of  Occupational 
Therapy  for  the  care  of  rheumatic  cardiac  child 
isolated  in  the  home.  She  has  been  connected 
with  health  research  and  statistical  study  at 
Washington   Girl   Scout   Camp   for   National   Girl 


Scouts,  Incorporated,  at  Mount  Solon,  Virginia, 
financed  by  Child  Foundation  of  America.  Secre- 
tary of  M.  S.  N.  A.,  District  5,  Private  Duty 
Section.  Founder  of  Boston  City  Hospita 
Private  Duty  Section.  Director  of  Boston  City 
Hospital  Alumnae,  two  years.  President  of  the 
Boston  City  Hospital  Alumnae,  two  years.  In- 
structor of  Surgical  Nursing,  Dowling  Building, 
Boston  City  Hospital.  I  have  many  letters  here, 
which  I  will  not  take  the  time  to  read,  but  which 
I    will    ask    to   have   incorporated   in    the   record 

(The  letters  are  as  follows: 

"Berwick,  Maine, 
November  12,  1940. 
To  Whom  It  May  Conern. 

This  is  to  certify  that  having  worked  with  Miss 
Mary  Ann  Sullivan,  I  found  her  a  callable,  efficient 
willing  worker  possessed  of  unquestionable  ad- 
ministrative ability. 

Olive  (j.   Stone, 
Superintendent  of  New  York  Hospital." 

Miss  Sullivan  was  assistant  superintendent 
there. 

"Tracy  Jackson  Putnam,  M.  D. 
Neurological  Institute, 
700  West  108th  Street. 
Xew  York,  X.  1. 
Professor  of  Xeurology 
and  Neurosurgery, 
Columbia  University. 

February  14,  1940. 
I  0  \\  horn  It  May  Concern. 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  was  much  pleased  with 
the  work  Miss  Mary  Ann  Sullivan  did  for  Jack 
li.s  and  Hobby  Hirsch  under  extremely  difficult 
circumstances.  Both  cases  were  neurosurgical 
ones,  and  demanded  great  care  and  attention.  1 
can  recommend  her  for  any  position. 

Respectfully, 
Tract  J.  Putnam,  M.  D." 

"Soma  Weiss.  M.  D., 

Peter  Bent  Brigham  Hospital, 

Boston. 

February  14,  1940. 
To  Whom  It  May  Concern. 

This  is  to  state  that  Miss  Mary  Ann  Sullivan 
took  care  of  a  private  patient  of  mine  in  1936.  At 
that  time  I  learned  to  know  her  as  a  person  of 
ability  and  fine  sensibility.  She  did  her  work 
excellently,  and  I  can  recommend  her  for  the 
position  for  which  she  is  applying. 
Soma    Weiss,    M.    D., 

Hersey  Professor  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Physic,  Harvard 
University;  Physician-in-Chief, 
Peter  Bent  Brigham  Hospital." 

"The  Boston  City  Hospital, 
Department  of  Neurosurgery. 

March  S,  1940. 
To  Whom  It  May  Concern. 

I  wish  to  state  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with 
the  nursing  abilities  of  Miss  Mary  Ann  Sullivan, 
who  has  taken  care  of  a  number  of  my  patients. 
Her  work  has  been  of  the  highest  quality,  both 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  doctor  and  the  patient. 
Aside  from  taking  care  of  the  routine  prescribed 
duties,  she  has  showrr  a  desirable  quality  of  initia- 
tive while  at  the  same  tune  showing  due  respect 
and  appreciation  of  authority. 

I  would  recommend  Miss  Sullivan  highly  for  a 
position  in  her  chosen  field. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Walter  Wegner,  M.   D." 

"('.  \V.  Kinghorn.  M.  D., 

426  State  Street, 

Portsmouth,  X.  H. 

November  4,  1940. 
To  Whom  It  May  Concern. 

I  have  had  the  opportunity  in  the  past  to  ob- 
serve both  the  ability  and  the  results  in  the  work 
of  Miss  Sullivan. 

I  can  sincerely  say  that  she  is  efficient  and  has 
excellent  administrative  ability. 

Very  truly  yours, 
C.  W.  Kinghorn,  M.  D." 

"A.  M.  Bragdon. 

Insurance  and  Real  Estate, 

Realty  Building,  York  Village,  Maine. 

November  7,  1940. 
To  Whom  It  May  Concern. 

This  is  to  certify  that  Mary  Ann  Sullivan  was 
employed  by  the  York  Hospital  for  several  years 
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previous  to  May,   1931,  and  she  was  a  very  effi- 
cient nurse  and  showed  a  good  amount  of  executive 
ability  and  was  quite  popular  in  this  community. 
A.  M.  Bbagdon, 
Trustee,  York  Hospital." 

"Edward  M.  Cook,  M.  D., 
York  Plarbor,  Maine. 

November  15,  1940. 
To  Whom  It  May  Concern. 

Miss  Mary  Ann  Sullivan  was  for  some  years  a 
nurse  in  the  York  Hospital,  York,  Maine,  with 
which  I  am  associated.  She  also  did  private  duty 
nursing  in  the  vicinity. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  recommend  her  without  reser- 
vation for  any  nursing  position.  She  is  faithful, 
kind,  ardently  self-sacrificing  to  the  point  of  fool- 
hardiness,  and  professionally  very  intelligent. 

Any  further  information  that  would  aid  you  I 
would  be  only  too  glad  to  give. 

Edward  M.  Cook,  M.  D." 

"London,  England. 
Four  captains  in  United  States  Girl  Scouting 
were  chosen  to  represent  the  United  States  at 
an  International  Training  Course  at  Bedford 
College,  London,  England.  Because  of  out- 
standing volunteer  work  with  cardiac  children, 
to  whom  she  introduced  scouting  at  the  Good 
Samaritan  Hospital,  Boston,  Miss  Sullivan  was 
chosen  to  go  to  England.  She  also  began  the 
first  Home  Scouting  Troop  in  the  United  States, 
This  took  scouting  to  the  isolated  child  in  her 
home; 

References: 

Mrs.  Howard  Clute,   Chestnut  Hill. 

Mrs.  Richard  Hale,  Chestnut  Hill. 

Miss  Miriam  Fraser,   Chestnut  Hill. 

Dr.    Louis   Burlingham,    St.   Louis." 

"Camp. 
Assistant   Director  and   Chief   Nurse  in  charge 
of  Camp  of  100  to  150  girls  and  30  counsellors  at 
Lewiston-Auburn,     Maine,     camp     at     Belgrade 
Lakes,  Maine: 

1931—2  weeks. 
1933 — All  summer,  10  weeks. 
1934 — All  summer,  10  weeks. 
1935 — All  summer,  10  weeks. 
1936 — All  summer,  10  weeks. 
References: 

Mrs.  Harry  Rubinoff,  Auburn,  Maine,  camp 

committee. 
Mrs.  Harold  Albeston,  Auburn,  Maine,  camp 

chairman. 
Mrs.  Libby,  Auburn,  Maine. 
Miss  Anna  McLean,  Camp  Director. 
Dr.  Reynolds,  Waterville,  Maine,  Surgeon  on 
call  for  the  camp. 
(For  further  references,  there  are  the  forty-one 
fathers    of    campers.     This    number    were    either 
physicians  or  surgeons.) 

Assistant   Director  and   Chief   Nurse  at  Ports- 
mouth, N.  H.,  camp  at  Barrington,  N.  H: 
1931—8  weeks. 
1932 — All  summer.'lO  weeks. 
References: 

Miss  Rosamond  Thaxter,  Commissioner. 
Miss  Anna  McLean,  Director. 
Assistant  Director  and  Chief  Nurse  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  camp  at  Mount  Solon,  Virginia: 
1940— All  summer. 
Financed   by   the   American    Child   Foundation 
fund,   Miss  Sullivan,   while  at  this  camp,  made  a 
detailed    study    of    every   injury    and    illness    in- 
volving any  camper.     The  results  of  this  study, 
through  the  National  Health  and  Safety  Director 
in   New   York   City,    will   benefit   camps   all   over 
America.     Miss   Sullivan   also   wrote   a   paper   on 
Athlete's    Foot    which    will   be   published    in    De- 
cember. 
References: 

Miss  Eleanor  Durrett,  Director  of  Girl  Scouts, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Miss  Anna  McLean,  Camp  Director. 
Dr.    Margaret    Lewis,    National    Healthland 

Safety  Director,   New  York  City. 
Mrs.    Louis    Burlingham,    Vice    President    of 
Girl  Scouts, *Inc,  St.  Louis.") 

As  I  said  on  the  floor  of  the  City  Council  last 
week,  a  year  ago  April  when  this  was  going  to 
come  up,  I  was  assured  by  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  that 
if  I  kept  quiet,  Miss  Logan  was  on  her  way  out 
and  was  to  be  replaced  by  a  City   Hospital  girl, 


a  graduate  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  School  of 
Nursing.  Well,  we  all  know  what  happened,  in 
spite  of  that  promise, — that  Miss  Busche,  a  pro- 
tege of  Miss  Logan,  was  appointed  to  the  position 
when  Miss  Logan  resigned.  I  trust,  therefore, 
that  the  chairman  of  the  trustees  of  the  hospital 
will  appear  before  the  executive  session  of  the 
City  Council  at  our  next  meeting  and  explain  the 
whole  situation  to  the  Council.  I  think  we  would 
all  like  to  know  what  has  been  going  on  in  the 
hospital.  We  are  all  interested  in  the  hospital, 
and  we  all  have  occasion  to  visit  there  a  great 
deal  in  the  interests  of  our  constituents.  It  is  not 
politics;  we  all  simply  take  a  natural  human 
interest  in  the  hospital  and  in  what  is  going  on 
down  there.  I  don't  see  anything  political  in  our 
going  down  to  the  City  Hospital.  We  all  go 
there  for  legitimate  reasons.  We  all  know, 
as  a  matter  of  history,  how  the  hospital  has  been 
run  in  this  respect  since  its  establishment  in 
1800,  that  up  to  three  years  ago  its  superintendents 
of  nurses  have  been  taken  from  the  hospital  staff 
itself.  Certainly  the  practice  since  1800  up  to 
three  years  ago  cannot  be  wrong.  That  was  the 
system,  and  there  was  no  criticism  of  any  super- 
intendent of  nurses  untill  three  years  ago,  from 
1860  to  1937.  And  then  suddenly  there  was  this 
change  and  Miss  Logan  was  brought  on  fromjout- 
side  and  appointed  superintendent  of  nurses, 
bringing  with  her  assistants  from  North  Carolina, 
Oklahoma,  Chicago,  Tennessee  and  New  York. 
So  I  don't  see  how  it  can  be  claimed  that  in  taking 
the  position  we  do  here  on  this  floor,  under  the 
circumstances,  we  are  indulging  in  politics.  If 
our  own  sisters  had  been  involved,  we  certainly 
would  not  want  to  see  them  lose  the  opportunity 
to  go  forward,  being  deprived  of  a  proper  chance 
to  rise  in  their  profession.  Here  are  these  girls, 
Boston  girls,-  graduates  of  this  school  of  nurses, 
well  qualified,  who  do  not  get  the  opportunity 
to  which  they  are  properly  entitled.  I  have 
stated  here  the  professional  and  educational 
background  of  Miss  Mary  Ann  Sullivan,  and  it 
must  be  evident  from  what  I  have  read  that  she 
is  well  qualified.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the 
chairman  of  the  trustees  will  appear  at  our  execu- 
tive session  next  week  and  explain  why  Miss 
Busche   was   appointed   to  this   position. 

Conn.  WARD— Mr.  President,  I  think  it 
would  be  wise  to  strike  from  our  records  the 
remarks  that  have  been  made  in  regard  to  Miss 
Sullivan.  I  think  those  remarks,  appearing 
as  a  matter  of  record,  will  hurt  the  young  woman 
in  obtaining  any  position  to  which  she  might 
aspire.  I  believe,  therefore,  that  that  motion  is 
in  order,  that  the  remarks  be  strieken  from  the 
record. 

Coun.  KELLY — Why  should  the  remarks  be 
stricken  from  the  record? 

Coun.  WARD — Because,  Mr.  President,  I 
believe  it  would  be  no  recommendation  to  a 
nurse  to  have  her  name  brought  in  in  a  political 
debate  in  this  way,  that  it  would  hurt  Miss  Sullivan 
to  drag  her  name  through  this  meeting  and  have  it 
appear  in  our  records  in  this  manner. 

Coun.  KELLY— Mr.  President,  if  I  might 
answer  the  councilor,  I  would  certainly  object  to 
any  such  action.  I  remember  when  I  asked  the 
question  in  a  previous  year,  I  he  trustees  told  me 
that  there  was  no  other  person  at  the  time  than 
the  one  whom  they  hail  selected  who  was  qualified 
for  the  position.  Therefore,  I  want  to  have 
Miss  Sullivan's  name  included  in  the  record. 
I  have  talked  with  her  about  the  matter  within 
three  weeks,  and  she  is  willing  to  sacrifice  any- 
thing she  might  lose  by  the  publicity,  in  order  to 
have  the  facts  stated  t')  the  public  I  was  prom- 
ised some  eighteen  months  ago  that  when  Miss 
Logan  got  through  this  position  would  hi-  given 
to  a  Boston  girl,  a  graduate  of  lire  hospital  school 
of  nurses, -and  Miss  Sullivan  is  now  willing  to 
s:i •■•ririce  any  chance  she  might  have  for  the  |-  i 
tion  in  order  to  have  the  facts  stated  publicly, 
as  they  have  now  been  staled  in  this  Council. 

The  order  was  passed  undei  uspenaion  oi  the 
rule. 

WELFARE   OF   PATIENTS    PRIMARY 
CONSIDERATION. 

Conn.  SHATTUCK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  oi  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  advised,  through  his  Honor  t  he  Mayor, 
thai  in  the  opinion  of  the  Boston  City  Council  the 
welfare  of  the  patients  of  the  hospital  should  be 
the  primary  consideration  on  all  questions  ofap 
pointmenl   and  pi otioii. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  did  not  want 
to  get  into  this  discussion,  but  I  see  no  way  out  of 
it,  as  the  matter  stands.  About  three  months 
ago  I  filed  an  order  but  the  day  before  the  hearing 
took  place  some  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Hospitals  told  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees that  it  was  not  necessary  for  them  to  appear 
before  the  Hospital  Committee.  Who  did  that 
I  don't  know.  There  are  only  five  members  on 
that  committee.  Whether  it  was  some  individual 
member  of  the  committee,  or  whether  the  chair- 
man took  the  authority  into  his  hands  I  don't 
know,  but  why  they  did  not  at  least  notify  me, 
who  filed  the  order,  is  beyond  comprehension. 
However,  what  took  place  that  day  was  this: 
When  I  appeared  at  the  committee  hearing,  there- 
were  only  three  or  four  members  who  appeared, 
and  they  then  went  to  the  City  Hospital  to  have 
the  hearing  there  with  the  trustees.  There  was 
much  talk  that  same  day  about  politics  being  in- 
jected into  the  hospital.  Well,  I  lia\c  heard  that 
talk  about  the  injection  of  politics  a  good  many 
times.  Of  course,  the  excuse  was  made  that  day 
that  it  would  be  more  convenient  for  the  trustees 
if  they  went  to  the  hospital.  There  has  been 
something  said  about  Miss  Logan  being  forced 
out  of  office.  Well,  surely  we  know  what  took 
place  three  years  ago,  when  Councilor  Dowd  went 
into  this  matter  and  when  a  cut  was  made  in  the 
hospital's  appropriation,  with  the  idea  of  getting 
Miss  Logan  out.  But  at  that  time  the  trustees 
simply  saw  fit  to  transfer  the  funds  to  make  good 
the  cut  from  one  department  of  the  hospital  to 
another,  so  that  she  would  get  her  money.  Surely, 
now,  the  trustees  must  admit  that  they  made  a 
mistake  in  appointing  her  in  the  first  place,  be- 
cause if  they  did  not  realize  that,  why  did  they 
force  her  resignation?  And  when  it  comes  to 
responsibility  for  the  committee  going  to  the 
hospital,  I  might  refer  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  21  (Coun.  Ward),  because  in  my  opinion 
it  was  he  who  engineered  the  thing,  taking  the 
hearing  away  from  the  place  where  it  should  hike 
place,  here  in  City  Hall,  to  the  City  Hospital,  on 
the  ground  that  it  would  be  more  convenient  for 
the  trustees.  But  when  they  talk  about  its  being 
convenient  for  the  trustees  to  have  the  hearing 
at  the  hospital,  I  am  told,  through  sonic  who  have 
been  working  there  for  twenty  years,  that  they 
have  yet  to  see  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  the  hos- 
pital make  one  visit  to  that  hospital.  So  1  think 
it  is  safe  for  me  to  say  that,  so  far  as  going  to  the 
City  Hospital  is  concerned,  there  was  polities  in  it. 
It  was  three  months  ago  that  my  order  was  put  in, 
and  it  was  my  intention  to  bring  the  members 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  here,  and  to  ask  them 
why  Miss  Logan  was  being  forced  to  resign  at 
that  time.  The  idea  was  to  give  any  member  of 
the  City  Council  an  opportunity  to  ask  their  in- 
tentions. Of  course,  going  down  to  the  Citj 
Hospital  was  intended  to  prevent  that,  so  that  the 
fact  would  not  be  brought  out  that  another  outsider 
was  to  be  appointed  Superintendent  of  Nurses. 
Speaking  of  bringing  polities  in,  there  is  the  case 
that  I  referred  to,  of  a  woman  who  died  at  the 
hospital,  upon  which  I  have  the  records.  This 
woman  went  to  the  hospital  and  a  nurse  assistant 
for  her  was  paid  for.  What  I  said  was  misrepre- 
sented. I  did  not  say  at  the  time  that  the  woman 
died  without  a  nurse,  but  the  nurse  who  was  paid 
for  was  taken  from  her  and  put  on  another  case  one 
afternoon,  and  the  girl  died  the  following  morning, 
and  the  superintendent  and  the  trustees  made  a 
statement  that  the  girl  did  not  die  without  a 
nurse.  I  did  not  say  that  she  died  without  a 
nurse,  but  they  made  it  appear  that  I  did,  saying 
that  I  was  wrong  and  didn't  know  what  I  was 
talking  about.  The  first  day  that  I  attended  the 
hearing  I  was  told  by  the  superintendent  that  it 
was  a  good  thing  to  keep  politics  out  of  the  hos- 
pital, and  I  ageeed  with  him.  But  I  would  like  to 
know  if  the  appointment  of  Miss  Busche  was  not  a 
political  appointment.  I  think  that  about  any- 
thing that  is  done  nowadays  is  politics.  Every- 
body knows  that  appointments  throughout  t In- 
state and  the  city  are  political.  I  don't  care 
whether  it  is  a  laborer's  job  or  the  appointment 
of  a  department  head,  or  a  superintendent  of  the 
City  Hospital.  Politics  is  behind  it  all,  always 
has  been  and  always  will  be.  Now  I  would  like 
to  hear  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  (Coun. 
Ward). 

Coun.  WARD — Mr.  President,  I  suppose  I  am 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  whom  the  speaker 
has  incorporated  in  his  speech.  The  gentleman 
does  not  realize  what  a  shrinking  violet  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  21  is,  as  he  will  find  by  looking 


through  the  records  of  the  committee  meetings. 
I  want  to  inform  him  that,  instead  of  engineering 
these  things  as  the  speaker  has  said,  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  21  had  nothing  to  do  with  having 
the  members  of  that  committee  go  to  the  trus- 
tees' room  in  the  Boston  City  Hospital.  If  I 
remember  correctly,  I  did  not  go  to  the  Boston 
City  Hospital.  I  came  directly  to  City  Hall, 
feeling  that  the  committee,  of  course,  was  going 
to  meet  at  City  Hall  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
Councilor  Coffey's  order,  that  had  been  referred 
to  the  committee.  Councilor  Coffey  was  present, 
sitting  in  that  room,  when  the  committee  was 
asked  if  there  was  objection  to  going  to  the  City 
Hospital.  If  I  remember  rightly.  I  did  object, 
because  the  committee  meeting  w:is  called  for 
City  Hall,  but  I  was  willing  to  yield  if  the  com- 
mittee wished  to  go  to  the  hospital.  Councilor 
Coffey  was  invited  to  go.  but  refused  to  ride  in  an 
automobile  to  the  City  Hospital  to  attend  that 
meeting,  where  the  hearing  was  to  be  held.  And 
I  would  refer  to  the  members  who  were  present 
at  thai  meeting.  Councilor  Coffey  has  deliber- 
ately misled  the  members  of  the  Council  by  t  he 
false  statement  which  he  has  asked  to  have  incor- 
porated   in    the    record. 

Coun.  CAREY— Mr.  President,  while  I  have  the 

utmost  respect  for  the  councilor  from  Ward  "> 
(Coun    Shattuck),  who  has  introduced  this  order, 

I  am  afraid  it  might  be  inferred  as  implying 
thai  the  City  Council  as  a  body  approved  the 
recent  action  of  the  trustees.  1  don't  think  we 
should  go  on  record  as  doing  that  until,  as  sug- 
gested by  Councilor  Kelly,  the  trustees  appear 
before  the  executive  meeting  of  the  Council. 
After  all,  they  are  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hos- 
pital, leu  the  members  of  the  Council  are  trus- 
tee- of  the  City  of  Boston.  Since  the  appoint- 
ment of  Miss  Busche  was  made  I  have  heard 
many  complaints  throughout  the  city  because 
of  the  treatment  accorded  in  this  matter  the 
City  of  Boston  nurses.  There  is  a  decided  opinion 
amongst  people  of  the  city  that  where  Boston 
girls  have  been  trained  in  the  hospital  school  for 
nurses.'  those  girls  should  he  considered  and 
ignized  in  appointments  of  this  sort  before 
outsiders  are  brought  in.  I  think,  therefore, 
instead  of  taking  the  action  suggested  by  the 
councilor  from  the  Back  Bay  this  lime  we  should 
hold  the  matter  up  until  the  trustees  have  an 
opportunity  to  come  here  and  tell  the  story. 
We  can  then,  if  it  is  deemed  desirable,  pass  the 
order. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  the  order 
is  very  simple.  It  simply  states  that  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Council  the  welfare  of  the  patient- 
is  the  primary  consideration.  I  ask  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  spoken,  who  says  that  at  the  present 
time  he  will  vote  against  it,  does  he  feel  that  the 
welfare  of  the  patients  is  not  the  primary  consider- 
ation? I  think  that  the  welfare  of  the  patients 
should  be  uppermost  in  our  minds,  and  I  don't 
think  that  question  til  the  moment  has  anything 
more  to  do  with  the  appointment  of  Miss  Busche 
a-  Superintendent  of  Nurses  than  it  would  have 
had  to  do  with  tin-  appointment  of  a  graduate 
nurse  to  the  position.  I  come  from  a  district 
where  we  have  numerous  hospital  cases  from  day 
lo  day,  and  the  welfare  of  the  institution  is  very 
neat  to  my  heart.  I  don't  see  how  any  member 
of  this  Body  can  linil  fault  with  an  order  which 
.-ays  that  the  welfare  of  the  patients  at  the  hospital 
is  the  primary  consideration.  I  don't  think  that 
is  a  question  that  rests  solely  on  the  shoulders  of 
the  nurses,  or  that  the  passage  of  such  an  order 
can  be  construed  as  a  criticism  of  the  actions  of 
the  trustees  or  anybody  else.  I  don't  see  how 
any  member  can  object  to  the  passage  of  such 
an  order. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  the  question 
has  been  raised  that  the  appointment  of  Miss 
Busche  might  be  the  result  of  a  deal  connected 
with  the  resignation  of  Miss  Logan.  I  think  ii 
would  be  for  the  welfare  of  the  patients  at  the 
hospital  and  of  everybody  if  we  went  into  that 
general  question  with  the  Trustees  and  with 
Superintendent  Manary.  I  feel  that  the  Board 
of  Trustees  would  not  consider  making  the  appoint- 
ment- of  a  superintendent  of  nurses  without  the 
recommendation  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Boston  City  Hospital.  I  think  we  can  take  it  for 
granted  that  Doctor  Manary  must  have  recom- 
mended the  appointment  of  Miss  Busche  to  the 
trustees.  If  he  did,  I  think  he  ought  to  come  in 
and  tell  us  why  he  favored  Miss  Busche.  I  see  no 
reason  why  in  considering  a  superintendent  of  the 
hospital,  for  instance,  we  should  go  to  California, 
or  why  we  should  go  south,   west  or  north  foi   a 
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superintendent  of  nurses.  I  would  suggest, 
therefore,  that  the  Superintendent  of  the  City 
Hospital  be  invited  to  a  conference  with  the 
Executive  Committee,  together  with  the  trustees 
of  the  City  Hospital. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  think  in 
this  order  we  are  dealing  with  an  entirely  different 
question.  The  order  does  not  deal  with  persons, 
but  with,  the  simple  question  of  the  welfare  of  the 
patients.  That  is  all  the  order  stands  for,  and 
I  am  surprised  that  any  member  of  the  Council 
should  oppose  it. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  think  I 
ought  to  have  an  opportunity  to  answer  the 
councilor  from  Ward  21    (Coun.  Ward). 

President  CALVIN — The  motion  before  the 
house  is  on  Councilor  Carey's  motion  to  refer  the 
matter  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Then  I  think,  Mr.  President, 
that  the  remarks  of  the  councilor  from  Ward  21 
should  be  stricken  from  the  record,  if  I  am  not  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  answer  them. 

President  CALVIN — The  councilor  can  ask 
unanimous  consent  later. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  speaking  on 
the  motion,  I  think  this  order  is  simply  a  double- 
meaning  order,  intended  to  put  the  councilors  on 
the  spot.  Of  course,  it  is  only  natural  that  our 
first  interest  is  the  welfare  of  the  patients  at  the 
hospital,  and  I  personally  am  heartily  in  agreement 
with  that  idea.  Of  course,  everybody  h.ere  is  of 
the  opinion  that  the  welfare  of  the  patients  should 
come  first.  But  the  order  seems  to  me  to  be 
simply  an  attempt  to  take  care  of  some  nurse  who 
comes  from  Chicago.  As  far  as  either  Miss 
Sullivan  or  Miss  Busche  are  concerned,  I  know 
neither  of  them.  They  are  probably  both  capable, 
but  if  I  have  anything  to  do  with  it,  I  will  always 
favor  the  appointment  to  a  position  of  this  kind 
of  a  capable  Boston  girl.  But  I  don't  suppose 
we  will  really  have  anything  to  do  with  it.  We 
are  only  considered  a  debating  society,  anyhow. 
If  we  do  get  the  trustees  and  the  superintendent 
down  here,  we  may  get  some  information  as  to  the 
reason  for  their  action,  but  we  can  only  do  so 
when  we  do  get  them  down  here. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  we  seem  to 
be  doing  two  things  today.  We  have  before  us 
the  proposition  to  have  the  matter  come  before 
1  lie  Executive  Committee,  and  Councilor  Shattuck 
has  filed  his  order.  I  don't  think  we  can  do  the 
two  things  at  the  same  time,  and  be  consistent. 
I  think  Councilor  Shattuck's  order  should  be 
referred  to  the  Hospital  Committee  or  at  least 
tabled  until  they  have  had  an  opportunity  to  hear 
from  the  trustees. 

President  GALVIN — The  question  before  the 
house  is  reference  of  the  order  to  the  Committee 
on  Hospitals. 

The  order  was  declared  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Hospitals.  Coun.  SHATTUCK  doubted 
the  vote,  and  the  question  came  on  solving  the 
doubt. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
amend  the  order. 

President  GALVIN — That  motion  is  out  of 
order  at  this  time.  The  roll  call  will  be  taken  to 
solve  the,  doubt. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Hospital  Committee 
was  carried,  yeas  14,  nays  4: 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Coffey,  Englert, 
Fish,  Galvin,  Gottlieb,  Hurley,  Hutchinson, 
Kelly,  Lyons,  Russo,  D.  F.  Sullivan,  Wickes — 14. 

Nays — Coun.  Shattuck,  M.  H.  Sullivan,  Taylor, 
Ward — 4. 


DEMOLITION   OF  BUILDING,   BROOKS 
STREET. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  tear  down  the  derelict  and  dilapidated 
former  library  building  located  on  Brooks  street, 
Ward  22. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SUPPLEMENTAL  CAR  AND  BUS  SERVICE, 
WARD   22. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,    That   the   Board   of   Trustees   of   the 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  be  requested,   through 


his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  supplement  all  street  car 
and  bus  service  in  Ward  22,  Brighton. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ELIMINATION    OF    COBBLESTONES    ON 
STREETS. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
take  immediate  steps  to  eliminate  all  cobblestone 
streets  in  Boston  and  to  replace  them  with  smooth 
pavement,  under  W.  P.  A.  construction. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NAMING  OF  ALICE  E.  GALLAGHER  PLAY- 
GROUND. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  name 
the  new  playground  at  Chandler's  pond,  Brighton, 
the  Alice  E.  Gallagher  Playground,  in  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  a  lady  who  for  years  was  a  constant 
friend  to,  and  untiring  sponsor  of  many  matters 
affecting  the  best  interests  of,  the  people  of  the 
district,  and  the  late  wife  of  the  former  President 
of  the  Boston  City  Council,  Edward  M.  Gallagher, 
and  to  mark  that  site  with  a  suitable  commemora- 
tive monument. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  in- 
troduced this  order  for  the  sole  purpose  of  paying 
a  fitting  tribute  to  the  memory  of  a  good,  gentle, 
gracious  and  inspiring  woman,  who  for  years  was 
the  First  Lady  of  the  Ward  22  district  of  Boston. 
I  knew  Mrs.  Gallagher  to  be  eminently  fair  on  all 
matters,  to  have  served  for  many  years  as  an 
unpaid  social  worker  constantly  striving  for  the 
welfare  of  the  poor,  the  sick,  the  needy  and  the 
afflicted  of  the  district  which  her  husband  repre- 
sented. I  know  that  she  was  a  lasting  inspiration 
for  the  good  of  the  Brighton-Allston  district  and  a 
constant  friend  of  the  people  of  that  district  and 
the  people  of  the  city  as  a  whole  who  cherish  her 
memory  as  they  cherished  her.  I  know  thai  she 
was  the  motivating  factor  behind  many  of  the 
matters  affecting  their  welfare  and  I  respectfully 
solicit  the  unanimous  approval  of  this  Conned  in 
naming  the  new  playground  surrounding  Chand- 
ler's pond  the  Alice  E.  Gallagher  Park. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


EXTENSION  OF  KENMORE  SUBWAY  AND 
UNDERPASS, 

Coun.  WARD  and  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  confer  with  the  Traffic  and  Transit 
Commissioners  and  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
the  advisability  of  extending  the  Kenmore  square 
subway  to  the  Brighton  line  and  constructing  an 
underpass  at  Cottage  Farm  Bridge  to  relieve 
traffic  congestion  at  that  point. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

President  CALVIN  declared  a  recess  at  4. IS, 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members 
reassembled  and  were  called  to  order  by  President. 
CALVIN  at  4.44. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  LAXGAX,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  frc- 
ferred  today)  appropriating $2,600  for  Real  Estate 
Division — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred  today)  thai  11,000  be  appropriated  to  be  ex- 
pended by  City  Clerk  for  care  and  preservation  of 
old  records  and  historic  papers — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

The  reports  were  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  orders.  The  orders 
were  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 
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3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  transferring  land  at  Folsom  and 
Harlow  streets  and  Howard  avenue  from  Custodian 
of  Foreclosed  Real  Estate  to  Park  Department  — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON— Mr.  President,  I  want 
to  thank  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  Trustee  Mr. 
Driscoll,  and  the  members  of  this  Council  fur-  our 
being  able  to  get  this  playground  in  Ward  I  I  [t 
is  something  that  many  mothers  have  asked  for 
for  years,  and  the  youngsters  will  now  have  a 
chance  to  play  in  this  fine  area. 

The  order  was  passed. 

4.  Report  on  petition  of  Eleanor  Alexander 
(referred  October  .'ill,  1!I3!I)  to  be  paid  an  annuity 
on  death  of  her  husband,  Ernest  J,.  Alexander, 
late  member  of  Fire  Department — recommending 
passage  of  following  order,  said  petit  ion  ha 
been  approved  by  the  Medical  Board,  viz.: 

(  Inlered,    Thai    iiiiiIit    llir    |irci\i    inn.,   of   chapter 

340  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  an  annuity  of  twent    - 

hundred  dollars  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Eleanor 
Alexander,  widow  of  Ernest  L.  Alexander,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Fire  Department,  who  died  <>n  Septembi  r 
22,  1939,  on  account,  of  injuries  received  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duty;  said  annuity  being  made  up 
of  allowances  as  follows: 

For  I  lie  widow,  Eleanor  Alexander,  so  long 
remains  unmarried,  SI, 01)0  per  annum. 

For  the   benefit  of   the   following-na 1  seven 

children  during  such  I  ime  as  he  or  she  is  under  t  he 
age  of  eighteen  or  over  said  age  and  physically  or 
mentally  incapacitated  from  earning,  si. Km  per 
annum:  Doris  Alexander,  born  March  18,  1923; 
Ernest  L.  Alexander,  born  December  24,  1924; 
Rosemary  Alexander,  born  May  6,  1926;  Lorraine 
Alexander,  bom  January  28,  I92.N;  Ann  ft.  Alex- 
ander, born  March  15.  1930;  .loan  Alexander,  born 
October  31,  1934;  Robert  Alexander,  born  April  17, 
1938. 

Provided,  however,  that  when  the  number  oi 
children  eligible  to  this  benefit  is  reduced  to  G 

the  allowance  for  them  shall  be  reduced  to  SI, I 

per  annum  and  thereafter  further  reduced  bj  J200 
per  annum  as  each  of  the  remaining  children  shall 
become  ineligible,  the  payments  to  date  from 
September  22,  1939,  and  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Fire  Department,  Pensions  and 
Anniiil  ies. 

Report  accepted;  ordor  passed. 


HIRING   OF  MEN   ON    WELFARE 

Coun.  FISH  offered  (he  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  National  Defense  t  mi 

be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Max  or.  to 
instruct  those  who  receive  defense  contracts,  to 
fully  cooperate  with  the_  Welfare  Department  in  the 
hiring  of  men  with  a  view  to  reducing  the  welfare 
load. 

Coun.  FISH  Mr.  President,  jusl  a  brief 
wmd  on  this  order.  I  was  prompted  to  intro- 
duce it  through  listening  to  a  radio  broadcast 
last,  week  by  Fulton  Lewis,  Jr.,  from  San  Francis,  ,,, 
in  which  he  stated  that  that  city  has  received 
about  half  a  billion  in  defense  contracts,  and  as  a 
sidelight  he  mentioned  the  fact  that  San  Francisi 
because  of  these  contracts,  had  reduced  its  wel- 
fare load  from  11,000  to  3,000.  There  is  no 
question,  even  if  we  do  not  have  half  a  billion 
dollars  in  defense  contracts,  that  we  do  have 
sizeable  contracts.  I  do  not  say  that  the  National 
Defense  Commission  will  not  or  have  not  co- 
operated here  to  the  fullest  extent,  bur  the  purpose 
of  the  order  is  that  we  may  lose  no  opportunity  to 
lighten  our  welfare  load. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


LIGHTENING  OF  WELFARE  LOAD  BY 
DEFENSE  PREPARATIONS. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Director  of  Public  Welfare 
be  requested  to  appear  at  the  executive  session  of 
the  Boston  City  Council  to  inform  them  what 
effect,  if  any,  the  Defense  Program  has  had  towards 
the  lightening  of  our  welfare  load. 

Coun.  FISH-— Mr.  President,  I  trust  that  this 
order  will  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
I  shall  speak  upon  it  for  just  a  moment  at  this  time. 
I  simply  don't  know  how  much  the  welfare  load 
has  been  lightened,  and  I  think  it  would  be  well 


for  the  Council  to  get  that  information  from  the 
Director  of  Public  Welfare. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


SIDEWALK,  CLEVELAND   CIRCLE 
PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  WARD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Park    Commission    be    re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
immediate   repairs   on   the   sidewalk    around   the 
Cleveland  Circle  Playground. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


JOHN   BOYLE  O'REILLY  BOULEVARD. 

Coun.  WARD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  name  the  Fenway  from  Charlesgate 
West  to  Rugglcs  street  the  John  Boyle  O'Reilly 
Boulevard. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RACE    TRACK    BREAKAGE    FOR    STATE. 

Coun.   HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  througli  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  draft 
a  bill  for  presentation  to  the  incoming  Legislature 
providing  that  the  breakage  at  all  race  tracks  in 
the  Commonwealth  be  turned  over  to  the  State 
to  be  apportioned  to  the  cities  and  towns  for 
welfare  purposes. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON— Mr.  President,  I  under- 
stand that  in  New  York,  in  connection  with  these 
tracks,  money  left  in  the  treasury  of  the  race 
tracks  where  the  people  do  not  collect  their  win- 
nings is  kept  for  years  so  that  the  people  can  come 
and  cash  in.  But  after  many  years,  where  theso 
people  do  not  come  back  for  the  money,  in  New- 
York— the  period  there  being  after  five  years — 
the  welfare  department  of  the  city  gets  the  money. 
I  feel  that  if  we  had  such  a  plan  in  Massachusetts 
-  and  towns,  it  would  lighten  the  welfare 
burden. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


TRAFFIC  CONDITIONS,  BRIG  HAM  CIRCLE. 

(oun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  the  Traffic  Commission  and  Transit 
Commission  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  make  an  immediate  survey  of  traffic 
conditions  at  Brigham  Circle,  Ward  10,  with  a 
view  to  determining  some  means  for  the  protection 
of  pedestrians. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WIDENING     OF    DORCHESTER    AVENUE. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  SCANNELL  offered  the 

following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  througli  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  draft 
a  bill  for  presentation  to  the  incoming  Legislature 
providing  for  the  widening  and  repaying  of  Dor- 
chester avenue,  from  Old  Colony  avenue  to  Fort 
Point  Channel,  to  eliminate  the  bottleneck  at 
Broadway  and  Dorchester  avenue,  as  provided 
lor  in  Item  10  of  House  Bill  58  of  193S. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SWIMMING  POOLS  IN  HIGH  SCHOOLS. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  School  Committee  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  sponsoring  a  W.  P.  A. 
project  for  the  construction  of  swimming  pools 
in  all  high  schools  in  Boston  where  possible. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  \-arious  state  officials  are  hax"ing  some 
difficulty  in  thinking  up  projects  whereby  unem- 
ployed men  in  Boston  will  be  put  at  work.  The 
Huntington  Avenue   Subway  is  on  the  verge  of 
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being  finished  within  a  month,  and  the  men  who 
were  employed  there  will  be  idle  unless  they  are 
put  to  work  on  some  W.  P.  A.  project.  I  know 
of  no  better  project  for  the  citizens  of  Boston, 
our  young  citizens  who  attend  the  high  schools, 
than  to  put  in  swimming  pools  in  the  various  high 
schools.  Each  swimming  pool  should  be.  con- 
structed at  a  very  low  cost,  and  many  men  will 
be  put  at  work  through  such  a  project.  I  know 
that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  is  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  the  young  prospective  citizens  of  Boston, 
and  that  he  will  be  interested  in  this  proposition. 
I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  Council  will  pass  the 
order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


WELFARE   OF  HOSPITAL  PATIENTS. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  advised,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
that  in  the  opinion  of  the  Boston  City  Council 
the  welfare  of  the  patients  of  the  hospital  should 
be  and  is  its  primary  consideration. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  we  have  had  a 
lot  of  discussion  in  regard  to  the  hospital  this 
afternoon,  and  it  is  not  my  intention  to  prolong 
it  any  further.  _  The  reason  for  this  order  is 
simply  that  I  wish  now  to  say  that  I  don't  feel 
that  any  member  of  the  Council  wishes  to  question 
the  fact  that  the  primary  consideration  at  the 
City  Hospital  is  the  welfare  of  the  patients.  As 
I  was  a  little  late  in  my  attempt  to  amend  the 
order  that  we  acted  upon  earlier,  along  that  line, 
and  because  of  some  conflict  in  the  orders  that 
were  introduced  concerning  the  appointment  of 
Miss  Busche,  I  feel  that  this  order,  as  it  stands, 
will  tell  the  people  of  Boston  definitely  that  our 
primary  consideration  always  has  been,  is  and 
should  be  the  welfare  of  the  patients  in  the  hospital 


The   order   was  referred  to   the   Committee   on 
Hospitals. 


TIME   OFF,   HOSPITAL   EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
grant  to  wardmaids  and  ward  helpers  one  day 
off  in  seven,  to  replace  the  present  schedule  of  one 
day  off  in  fourteen. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  we  have 
had  a  long  day  here,  and  I  don't  wish  to  be  tire- 
some. But  this  is  a  most  important  order.  It 
concerns  those  in  the  lowest  four  brackets  at  the 
City  Hospital,  who  work  a  twelve-hour-day  week 
in  and  week  out,  with  the  exception  of  a  day  off  in 
fourteen,  under  the  present  schedule.  I  believe 
that  these  people,  the  wardmaids  and  ward  helpers, 
should  have  one  day  off  in  seven.  With  all  the 
talk  we  had  today  about  lifting  the  morale  of  the 
hospital  employees,  I  think  there  can  be  no  better 
way  of  doing  so  than  through  improvement  of 
working  conditions.  I  think  we  all  feel  that  some- 
thing should  be  done,  particularly  for  those  who 
work  long  hours  and  who  are  in  the  low-paid 
brackets,  and  there  are  more  of  such  in  the  City 
Hospital  than  in  any  other  department  of  the 
city.  Not  only  do  they  do  hard  work,  but  also 
dangerous  work.  Therefore,  I  trust  that  they 
will  be  allowed  one  day  off  in  seven.  I  hope  the 
order    will    pass. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  here  is  an 
order  for  the  benefit  of  the  employees  and  also 
for  the  welfare  of  the  patients.     I  am  for  it. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


Adjourned  at  S  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
HURLEY,  to  meet  on  Monday,  December  9, 
1940,  at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  December  9,  1940. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  Coun. 
SHATTXJCK,  senior  member,  presiding  in  the 
temporary  absence  of  President  Galvin.  Absent, 
Coun.  Goode. 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  a  salute  to  the  Flag. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT 

OF   NURSES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 
_  Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
in  answer  to  the  orders  of  your  Honorable  Body 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  a  superintendent  of 
nurses. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Hospital  Department,  December  7,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  the  absence  from  the  city  of 
Mr.  Carl  Dreyfus,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  I  am  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  of  three  communications,  dated  December 
3,  relating  to  the  appointment  of  Miss  Margaret 
J.  Busche  as  Director  of  the  City  Hospital  School 
of  Nursing  and  Superintendent  of  Nurses. 

The  sole  power  and  responsibility  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  employees  and  the  care  and  conduct 
of  the  City  Hospital  is  vested  by  law  in  the  Board 
of  Trustees. 

In  filling  the  position  of  Superintendent  of 
Nurses,  the  trustees  exercised  their  best  judgment, 
having  in  mind  the  welfare  of  the  patients  and 
the  interests  of  the  hospital.  Any  member  of 
the  City  Council,  of  course,  is  at  liberty  to  dis- 
agree with  their  action,  but  inasmuch  as  the 
responsibility  belongs  to  the  trustees,  we  do  not 
consider  that  any  public  purpose  would  be  served 
either  by  rescinding  the  appointment  or  by  dis- 
cussing our  action  with  the  members  of  the  City 
Council. 

Respectfully, 
George  A.  Parker, 
Acting  President,  Board  of  Trustees. 

Placed  on  file. 


CLOSING   OF  SOUTH  BOSTON 
HIGH  SCHOOL  EVENING  CENTER. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Secretary  of  the  Boston  School 
Committee  relative  to  your  order  of  November 
18,  1940,  concerning  the  rescinding  the  order 
closing  the  South  Boston  High  School  Evening 
Center  from  November  3,  1940,  to  January  3, 
1941. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
School  Committee,  December  6,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — The  School  Committee  has  received 
an  order  passed  by  the  City  Council  November  18, 
1940,  requesting  the  School  Committee,  through 
your  Honor,  to  immediately  rescind  the  order 
closing  the  South  Boston  High  School  Evening 
Center  from   November  3,   1940,   to  January  3, 


1941,  and  asking  that  a  supplementary  budget  be 
immediately  prepared  to  take  care  of  this  exten- 
sion. 

The  School  Committee  would  respectfully  re- 
port that  the  evening  _  centers  were  closed  early 
because  the  appropriation  for  the  conduct  of  the 
Department  of  Extended  Use  of  Public  Schools 
was  exhausted  and  there  were  no  funds  then 
available  for  transfer  to  the  department  for  the 
purpose  of  continuing  the  centers  into  December. 

The  School  Committee  regretted  the  necessity 
for  closing  and  hopes  that  another  year  it  will  be 
possible  to  arrange  for  a  later  closing  even  if  it 
shall  be  necessary  to  delay  the  fall  opening  of  the 
centers. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Ellen  M.  Cronin, 

Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 


STATUS  OF  HOME    INSTRUCTION 

TEACHERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit,  herewith  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Boston  School  Committee 
relative  to  your  order  of  November  18,  1940, 
concerning  the  advisability  of  giving  to  those 
teachers  who  are  engaged  in  home  instruction  the 
same  status  that  is  enjoyed  by  teachers  in  tempo- 
rary positions  in  the  schools. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
School  Committee,  December  5,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — The  Committee  has  received  the 
order  passed  by  the  City  Council  November  18, 
1940,  requesting  the  Committee,  through  your 
Honor,  to  consider  the  advisability  of  giving  to 
those  teachers  who  are  engaged  in  home  instruction 
the  same  status  that  is  enjoyed  by  teachers  in 
temporary  positions  in  the  schools. 

The  School  Committee  would  respectfully 
report  that  the  Committee  is  at  the  present  time 
considering  the  status  of  all  per  diem  employees 
in  the  department  and  this  study  will  include  the 
status  of  teachers  of  physically  handicapped 
children. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Ellen  M.  Cronin, 

Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING   GUILFORD   STREET, 
WARD   21. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relative  to 
your  order  of  November  18,  1940,  concerning  the 
resurfacing  of  Guilford  street,  Ward  21,  under  the 
W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin.  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

December  3,  1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From   George   G.   Hyland,    Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Guilford  Street. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface 
Guilford  street,  Ward  21,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
type  of  construction. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  work  will  be  sub- 
mitted for  approval  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project  during 
the  early  part  of  next  year. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 
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RESURFACING  DAVITT  STREET,  WARD  13. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  0,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relative  to  your 
order  of  November  18,  1940,  concerning  the  re- 
surfacing, under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction, 
of  Davitt  street  in  Ward  13. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

December  3,  1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From   George   G.   Hyland,    Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Davitt  Street. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  thai  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface,  under 
the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction,  Davitt  street  in 
Ward  13. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  street  will  be  given 
consideration   for   submission   for   approval   on   a 
W.  P.  A.  project  during  the  coming  year. 
George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALKS  ON  CALL  STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  9.   19  lit 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relative  In 
your  order  of  November  18.  1941).  concerning  tin' 
installation  of  sidewalks  on  Call  street,  Jamaica 
Plain,  from  McBride  street  to  Green  street. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

(  !ity  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department. 

December  3,  1940. 
To     William     T.     Doyle,    Chief    Clerk,     Mayor's 

Office. 
From   George   G.   Hyland,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Call  Street. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  thai  Hie 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  install  sidewalks 
on  Call  street,  Jamaica  Plain,  from  McBride  t" 
Green  streets. 

Please  be  advised  that  (he  installation  of  bitumi- 
nous concrete  sidewalks  on  this  street  will  be  given 
consideration    for   submission    for   approval    on    a 
W.  P.  A.  project  during  the  early  part  of  next  year. 
George  G.   Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


POLLING   PLACE,  WARD   20. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Election  Commissioners 
relative  to  your  order  of  November  18,  1940,  con- 
cerning the  change  in  polling  place,  Ward  20, 
Precinct  10. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Election  Department,  December  2,  1940. 
To    William    T.    Doyle,     Chief    Clerk,     Mayor's 

Office. 
From  William  A.  Motley,  Jr.,  Chairman,  Board  of 

Election  Commissioners. 

Subject:  City    Council    Order    of    November    18 

Regarding  Change  in  Polling  Place,  Ward  20, 

Precinct  10. 

The  matter  of  finding  a  new  location  for  the 

polling  place  in  Ward  20,  Precinct  10,   has  been 

referred  to  our  assistant  in  charge  of  polling  places. 


After  the  completion  of  the  recount  he  and  Commis- 
sioner Dowling,  who  takes  charge  of  such  matters 
for  the  Board,  will  look  into  this  matter. 

It  is  our  understanding  that  the  location  sug- 
gested by  the  City  Council  is  on  state-owned 
property  and  _would  not  be  available  for  our 
occupancy.  We  shall  make  every  effort,  however, 
to  find  a  location  more  agreeable  to  the  voters 
of  the  precinct  before  the  date  of  the  next  election. 

May  we  assure  you  that  it  is  our  intention  to 
cooperate  in  every  possible  respect. 

Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 
by  William  A.  Motley,  Jr., 

Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


FLOODING    ROBERTS    FIELD,    WARD    17. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1940. 
To  I  lie  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Park  Department  relative  to  your 
order  of  November  18,  1940,  concerning  the  making 
of  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  flooding  of 
Roberts  Field.  Ward  17,  for  ice  skating. 
Respectfully. 
Mauricf.  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  2,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  Novem- 
ber 29,  with  inclosure.  order  of  the  City  Council 
concerning  arrangements  for  the  flooding  of  Roberts 
Field,  Ward  17,  for  ice  skating. 

1'lease  be  assured  that  if  it  is  possible  to  flood 
Roberts  Field  immediately,  it  will  be  taken  care  of. 
If  not,  additional  filling  will  have  to  be  placed 
there  to  prevent  the  water  from  seeping  away. 

However,  the  field  will  be  flooded  at  the  earliest 
opportunity. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


BUS   SHELTER,    CENTRE   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  chairman  of  the  Park  Department  relative  to 
your  order  of  November  25.  1940,  concerning  the 
advisability  of  building  a  bus  shelter  on  Centre 
street,  Ward  19,  in  front  of  the  Poor  Clare  Convent. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  2,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  Novem- 
ber 29,  with  inclosure,  City  Council  order  con- 
cerning the  advisability  of  building  a  bus  shelter 
on  Centre  street,  in  front  of  the  Poor  Clare  Convent. 
It  is  very  inadvisable  for  many  reasons  to  build 
a  bus  shelter  at  this  point.  The  matter  has  come 
up  again  and  again  and  invariably  it  is  turned 
down  because  of  the  many  oojections  raised  against 
it. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Wixliam  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


SKIDDING  OF  AUTOMOBILES  OX  WOODEN 
BRIDGES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relative  to  your 
order  of  November  18,  1940,  concerning  the  taking 
some  steps  to  prevent  automobiles  from  skidding 
on  wooden  bridges  throughout  the  city. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


DECEMBER    9,     1940. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

December  6,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — This  will  acknowledge  receipt  of 
your  communication  dated  November  29,  1940, 
concerning  City  Council  order  of  November  18, 
1940,  "That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
take  some  steps  to  prevent  automobiles  from 
skidding  on  wooden  bridges  throughout  the  city." 

For  many  years  wooden  spruce  planks  were 
used  for  roadway  surface  coverings  on  highway 
bridges,  and  in  replying  to  this  Council  order  I 
assume  that  the  term  "wooden  bridges"  is  used 
in  reference  to  the  surface  covering  of  the  roadway 
in  each  instance. 

With  the  large  number  of  fast-moving  vehicles 
today  and  as  a  matter  of  safety,  wood  for  surface 
covering  does  not  aid  or  fulfill  all  requirements 
for  safe  driving,  especially  when  roadway  surfaces 
are  wet  or  frozen.  It  then  becomes  necessary  to 
use  some  sort  of  abrasive,  a  material  to  counter- 
act skidding,  by  the  spreading  of  sand  or  cinders 
over  the  surfaces.  This  aids  materially,  and  this 
practice  is  followed  on  drawbridges  and  on  all 
other  bridges  where  possible. 

There  are  still  more  than  thirty-five  bridges 
owned  and  maintained  by  the  City  of  Boston 
with  wooden  surface  coverings,  and  as  fasjt  as  any 
renewals  or  major  repairs  are  necessary,  some 
other  type  of  surface  covering  is  substituted  to 
try  and  minimize  skidding  as  far  as  possible. 
In  addition,  there  are  a  few  bridges  owned  and 
maintained  wholly  by  railroad  corporations,  with 
wooden  surface  coverings.  As  it  is  their  responsi- 
bility, I  shall  endeavor  to  get  their  cooperation 
in  eliminating  this  hazard  as  far  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


BUSES   FROM   SAVIN   HILL   STATION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
I         Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1910. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  President  and  General  Manager  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  relative  to  your  order  of  Novem- 
ber 25,  1940,  concerning  more  frequent  buses  from 
Savin  Hill  Station  to  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
on  Sundays  and  holidays,  especially  during  visiting 
hours. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway, 

December  6,  1940.     * 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — The  trustees  have  previously  con- 
sidered the  request  contained  in  order  of  the  City 
Council,  accompanying  your  letter  of  November 
29,  for  more  frequent  buses  from  Savin  Hill  Station 
to  the  Boston  City  Hospital  on  Sundays  and 
holidays,  especially  during  visiting  hours. 

A  bus  line  is  now  operated  on  weekdays  and 
Saturdays  between  Savin  Hill  Station  and  North- 
ampton and  Washington  streets,  which  serves 
the  hospital,  but  it  would  not  be  sufficiently  well 
patronized  on  Sundays  and  holidays  to  meet 
operating  expenses.  We  at  one  time  experimented 
with  bus  service  on  Sundays  between  Edward 
Everett  square  and  the  hospital  during  visiting 
hours  but  were  obliged  to  discontinue  it  due  to  lack 
of  patronage. 

Residents  in  the  Savin  Hill  section  now  have 
service  to  the  hospital  on  Sundays  and  holidays 
via  bus  line  to  Andrew  square  and  car  line  from 
Andrew  square.  The  running  time  via  this 
route,  without  allowance  for  transfer  at  Andrew 
square,  is  only  twelve  and  a  half  minutes,  com- 
pared with  thirteen  minutes  on  the  weekday  bus 
line. 

As  previous  experience  has  indicated  that  the 
requested  Sunday  and  holiday  bus  service  would 
not  bo  self-supporting  and  would  increase  the 
deficit,  the  trustees  do  not  feel  that  its  operation 
can  be  justified. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Edward  Dana, 
President  and  General  Manager. 

Placed  on  file. 


CLEANING  DORCHESTER  STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relative  to  your 
orders  of  November  18,  1940,  concerning  the 
cleaning  of  the  streets  in  Dorchester,  and  the 
adding  of  sufficient  men  to  the  Sanitary  Division 
forces  to  keep  the  streets  clean. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

December  5,  1940. 
To  Mr.  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's 

Office. 
From   George   G.    Hyland,  Commissioner,  Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:   Order  in  Council,  Under  Date  of  Novem- 
ber   18,    1940,    Concerning    Adding    Men    to 
Sanitary  Division  Forces  to  Keep  the  Streets 
Clean. 
Order  in  Council,  Under  Date  of  November  18, 
1940,  Concerning  Issuing  Immediately  Orders 
to  Clean  the  Streets  of  Dorchester. 
^Receipt  is  acknowledged  of  your  memoranda  of 
November  18,  1940,  concerning  the  above-described 
orders  in  Council. 

Within  the  last  month  additional  men  have  been 
employed  from  Civil  Service  lists  to  augment  the 
regular  Sanitary  Division  employees,  and  it  is 
expected  that  these  men,  will  continue  to  be 
employed  in  the  Sanitary  Division  until  the  end 
of  1940,  which  will  release  additional  welfare  men 
for  street  cleaning  work.  While  street  cleaning  is 
necessarily  curtailed  during  snow  periods,  this 
work  is  resumed  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 
The  foremen  in  charge  of  the  Dorchester  street 
cleaning  districts  report  that  in  that  section  the 
main  streets  are  cleaned  at  least  twice  a  week, 
and  some  of  these  are  cleaned  every  day.  The 
sections  around  Uphams  Corner,  Fields  Corner 
and  Gallivan  Boulevard  are  cleaned  additionally 
twice  a  day  with  a  push  cart  patrol.  Secondary 
main  streets  are  cleaned  twice  a  week,  and  side 
streets  at  intervals  ranging  from  eight  to  fourteen 
days,' depending  upon  the  number  of  welfare  men 
furnished. 

All  smooth   pavement  streets   are  swept   with 
motor  sweeper  once  a  week  in  Dorchester. 
George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION   FROM   PARKMAN 
FUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners requesting  the  transfer  of  the  sum  of 
813,000  from  the  income  of  the  George  F.  Parkman 
Fund  to  the  Maintenance  and  Improvement  of  the 
Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on  January  12, 
1887. 

I  submit  herewith  an  .appropriation  order  and 
respectfully  recommend  its  passage  by  your 
Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston. 
Park  Department,  December  2,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — By  vote  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners you  are  respectfully  asked  to  request 
the  City  Council  to  transfer  from  the  income  of 
the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  the  sum  of  $13,000 
which  is  now  available,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  as 
follows: 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on 
January  12,  1887,  Maintenance  and 
Improvement  of $13,000 

When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  for  the 
year  1940,  a  sum  equal  to  the  total  yearly  income 
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of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  was  deducted 
from  Item  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  with  the 
understanding  that  this  deduction  was  to  be  re- 
placed by  the  total  yearly  income  of  said  Parkman 
Fund  for  1940,  to  be  transferred  as  it  accrued  from 
time  to  time  during  the  year  to  the  regular  mainte- 
nance appropriation  of  the  Park  Department. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $13,000  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the  George  F. 
Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for  the  Maintenance 
and  Improvement  of  the  Common  and  Parks  in 
Existence  on  January  12,  1887,  as  follows: 
Common    and    Parks    in    Existence    on 
January  12,   1887,  Maintenance  and 
Improvement  of S13.000 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Joanna  Aldrich,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
coat  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Pershing  road, 

Mary  P.  Burke,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  58  Kilmarnock 
street. 

Harold  P.  Connors,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  cauged  by  an  alleged  defect  at  975  Tremont 
street. 

Jerome  Derenzo,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Patrick  A.  Gargan,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execu- 
tion issued  as.r:iiiist  him. 

John  J.  Kelliher,  Jr.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Charles  W.  Manty,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Chelsea 
Street  Bridge. 

Edward  and  Samuel  J.  McLaughlin,  for  com- 
pensation for  injuries  and  damage  to  car  by  fire 
engine. 

Edmund  O'Brien,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  bullet  fired  by  police. 

A.  Simeon,  for  compensation  for  damage  to  car 
by  city  wagon. 

Mrs.  A.  Stucinski,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  t  ruck. 

Mrs.  Hugo  Weinstock,  for  compel)  ition  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Tremonl 
street. 

James  J.  Welch,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

Benjamin  J.  Young,  to  be  reimbursed  for  acci- 
dent which  occurred  while  in  performance  of  duty 
as  employee  of  Fire  Department. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 
Petition    of    Superintendent    of    Construction, 
Department   of    School   Buildings,    for   driveway 
opening  at  Brookline  avenue. 


FOOD   STAMP   PLAN. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
immediately  confer  with  officials  of  the  Surplus 
Marketing  Administration  with  a  view  to  read- 
justing to  a  lower  level  the  amounts  that  those  on 
Dependent  Aid,  Mothers'  Aid  and  W.  P.  A.  are 
required  to  spend  for  food  stamps  out  of  their 
allowances. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  I  think  we  all 
realize  that  the  purpose  of  the  food  stamp  plan 
is  a  splendid  one,  but  with  the  present  increasing 
high  cost  of  living  it  is  impossible  for  a  large  number 
of  people  to  participate  in  it.  For  example, 
those  referred  to  in  the  order,  getting  Mothers' 
Aid,  receiving,  say,  $29  every  two  weeks,  if  they 
have  to  spend  $12  for  stamps  have  but  S17  left 
for  rent,  light  and  other  necessities  of  life  that 
cannot  be  purchased  with  food  stamps.  I  feel, 
therefore,  that  some  adjustment  should  be  made 
so  that  those  on  Mothers'  Aid  or  W.  P.  A.,  for 
whom  this  plan  is  designed,  may  find  it  possible 
to  spend  as  little  as  $2  or  $3  at  a  time.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  some  pressure  will  be  brought  on 


the  Surplus  Marketing  Administration,  through 
the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare,  so  that  some 
such  adjustment  may  be  made.  Otherwise,  large 
numbers  who  might  benefit  will  be  barred  from 
such  benefit. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SURVEY  OF  BETTERMENT  ASSESSMENTS. 

Conn.  PARKY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  have  a  survey  made  of  all  betterment 
assessments  apportioned  by  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  with  a  view  to  having  a  more 
equitable  consideration  shown  all  abutting  owners, 
especially  where  the  improvement  made  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  general  public. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  my  purpose  in 
introducing  this  order  is  to  bring  to  light  a  situa- 
tion that  seems  to  me  unfair  and  one  that  I  know 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  be  only  too  glad  to 
have  remedied  when  it  is  brought  to  his  attention, 
relative  to  assessments  made  on  property  owners 
on  streets  where  the  improvement  is  really  for  the 
benefit  of  the  general  public.  I  have  in  mind  a 
street  recently  built  by  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment in  my  district.  For  years  there  has  been 
general  disturbance  in  the  neighborhood  because 
of  the  slope,  so  that  every  time  when  it  rained 
water  would  fill  the  catch-basin  with  the  result 
that  there  would  be  an  overflow  and  people  going 
down  Mission  Hill  had  to  deal  with  a  very  unsafe 
condition,  especially  in  the  winter  time.  It 
seemed  to  me  at  the  time  that  the  construction 
of  the  street  was  definitely  for  the  general  public 
good.  It  also  saved  the  city  considerable  money 
in  keeping  the  catch-basins  clean,  and  expense 
in  other  ways.  That  is,  it  was  a  general  improve- 
ment, and  the  immediately  abutting  property 
owners  should  be  more  equitably  assessed,  having 
in  mind  that  it  was  a  general  public  betterment. 
There  are  also  cases  where  streets  have  been 
widened  to  improve  traffic  conditions,  to  eliminate 
traffic  congestion,  and  yet  the  abutting  owners 
have  had  to  bear  the  assessments  for  that  general 
improvement.  It  is  my  understanding  at  the 
present  time,  in  the  case  of  all  such  street  im- 
provements! the  abutting  property  owners  bear 
the  assessment  for  the  benefit.  I  believe  where 
a  street  is  widened  to  improve  traffic  conditions 
or  otherwise,  the  abutting  property  owners  should 
not  have  to  bear  the  entire  expense  of  the  better- 
ment, but  that  the  matter  should  be  dealt  with 
on  equitable  lines.  Therefore,  I  would  like  to 
have  a  survey  made  of  all  betterment  assessments 
apportioned  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
with  a  view  to  having  a  more  equitable  con- 
sideration shown  abutting  owners  in  such  cases, 
ially  where  the  improvement  made  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  general  public. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SURVEY  OF  INCREASED  VALUATIONS, 
WARD    10. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  have  a 
survey  made  of  the  increases  which  were  made  in 
the  assessed  valuations  in  Ward  10  during  the 
past  year  with  a  view  to  reducing  same  to  their 
former  assessment. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


APPROVAL  OF  "BABY  PLAYGROUNDS." 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  go  on 
record  as  approving  "the  latest  plan  of  Police 
Commissioner  Timilty"  in  the  establishment  of 
fifty  "baby  playgrounds "  on  city-owned  vacant 
lots  throughout  Boston. 

Coun.  WlCKES — Mr.  President,  having  been 
vitally  interested  in  the  welfare,  especially  of  the 
youns;  people  and  children  of  Dorchester,  for  a 
period  of  more  than  fourteen  years,  experience  has 
taught  me  the  tremendous  amount  of  potential 
value  contained  in  the  Police  Commissioner's  plan. 
This  potentiality  should  become  an  actuality  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible  In  Ward  17  we  are 
badly  in  need  of  just  such  facilities.  I  introduced 
an  order  sometime  back  to  have  a  playground 
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of  this  type  erected  at  the  Dorchester  High  School 
for  Girls  on  land  which  has  been  unused  for  years. 
I  am  still  waiting  for  action  on  this  matter  and  I 
sincerely  hope  that  the  Police  Commissioner's 
plan  will  be  the  cause  of  bringing  about  ideal 
facilities  for  the  children  in  all  districts  of  Boston, 
and  thereby  realizing,  in  actuality,  the  ideals  of 
many  others  besides  myself.  I  wish  to  con- 
gratulate the  editor  of  the  Boston  Post  upon  his 
editorial  in  today's  Post  approving  Commissioner 
Timilty's  plan.  I  trust  that  the  order  will  pass, 
under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  last  week  I 
suggested  tearing  down  dilapidated  buildings  and 
forming  a  children's  playground  area  plan  similar 
to  that  formulated  by  Police  Commissioner  Timilty. 
I,  too,  feel  that  the  young  citizens  of  Boston,  the 
little  children  who  are  forced  to  play  on  the  public 
highways,  should  be  given  consideration,  that 
they  should  be  protected  from  automobile  traffic 
and  the  everyday  hazards  that  exist  upon  our 
streets.  We  all  know  that  there  have  been  a 
number  of  bad  and  fatal  accidents  for  this  reason 
during  the  last  year  on  our  highways.  I  feel  that 
the  plan  suggested  by  the  Police  Commissioner 
is  a  very  fine  one.  We  know  that  on  many  occa- 
sions councilors,  men  in  public  office,  have  ad- 
vocated new  playgrounds  or  play  areas  for  the 
children,  and  our  plans  have  been  shunted  aside 
simply  because  of  the  old  cry  that  they  would 
like  to  put  in  playgrounds,  but  that  the  city  could 
not  afford  placing  supervisors  in  those  playgrounds. 
The  Police  Commissioner  provides  for  that  through 
a  junior  police  department,  and  I  feel  that  it  is  a 
very  excellent  plan.  I  trust  that  the  Council  will 
pass  the  resolution  introduced  by  CouncilorWickes. 

The  resolution  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
t  he  rule. 


GRANOLITHIC  SIDEWALKS,  TEMPLETON 
STREET. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  hi?  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  construct  granolithic  sidewalks  on  both  sides 
of  Templeton  street,  Ward  16,  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING  WARD  16  STREETS. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  Wrentham  street,  Ward  16,  under  the 
W.  P.  A.  plan. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  Mallet  street,  Ward  16,  under  the 
W.  P.  A.  plan. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  Lonsdale  street,  Ward  16,  under  the 
W.  P.  A.  plan. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROFITEERING     IN     FOODS. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  price  of  food  has  been  greatly 
increased  in  the  past  few  weeks;  and 

Whereas,  Foods  which  are  considered  surplus 
commodities  are  increasing  greatly  in  price; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Director  of  the  Division  of 
the  Necessaries  of  Life  and  the  Federal  Surplus 
Commodities  Division  be  requested  to  investigate 
and  prohibit  further  profiteering  in  staple  and 
necessary  foods  by  wholesale  and  retail  merchants. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  my  reason 
for  introducing  this  resolution  is  that  I  have 
noticed  in  the  past  few  weeks  that  foods,  particu- 
larly those  foods  that  are  considered  necessary  to 
life,  have  substantially  increased  in  price.  I 
quote,  for  illustration,  the  fact  that  butter  in  most 
places  has  risen  in  price  from  33  to  47  cents  a 
pound;  that  tomato  juice,  in  the  standard  cans, 
has  risen  from  19  cents  to  23  cents,  within  a 
comparatively  short,  time;  that  nearby  hennery 
eggs    have    gone  up  from  39  to  50  cents.     These 


figures  show  what  a  rise  has  taken  place  in  the 
cost  of  the  necessaries  of  life  within  three  weeks, 
for  example,  when  we  see  the  unusual  rise  of 
11  cents  in  the  price  of  a  dozen  eggs.  It  is  particu- 
larly interesting  to  note  the  increase  in  American 
canned  goods.  For  example,  let  me  refer  to 
salmon,  which  has  jumped  in  price  from  25  to  29 
cents  a  can.  There  certainly  appears  to  be  no 
reason  why  canned  goods  in  this  country,  produced 
by  American  manufacturers  and  canners,  should 
jump  in  price  merely  because  of  a  war  in  Europe. 
I  can  understand  why  sardines  that  may  have 
come  from  Norway,  or  canned  goods  from  other 
European  countries,  might  rise  in  price,  because 
of  the  difficulty  of  importing  different  types  of 
foreign  merchandise.  But  there  can  certainly 
be  no  reason  for  raising  the  price  of  American- 
produced  foods  and  canned  goods  at  this  particular 
time,  and  the  only  explanation  would  seem  to  be 
profiteering.  I  feel  strongly  that  if  we  permit 
wholesale  and  retail  merchants  to  arbitrarily 
raise  the  prices  of  their  food  stuffs  there  will  be 
an  alarming  raising  of  prices  in  the  very  near 
future,  which  will  seriously  affect  low-income 
families.  Certainly,  if  something  is  not  done 
immediately  to  prevent  profiteering  in  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  the  effect  will  be  very  serious.  I 
believe,  therefore,  that  the  Director  of  the  Division 
of  Necessaries  of  Life  and  the  Federal  Surplus 
Commodities  Division  should  be  requested  to 
investigate  the  matter  and  to  take  action  that 
will  curb  and  prohibit  profiteering  and  racketeer- 
ing in  foodstuffs  here  in  Boston.  I  certainly 
trust  that  the  resolution  will  pass. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
think  the  resolution  that  has  been  introduced  by 
the  councilor  is  a  very  timely  one.  I  have  myself 
noticed  the  rapid  increase  recently  in  the  price 
of  eggs,  butter  and  other  commodities,  and  that 
rise  seems  to  have  come  along  at  just  the  time 
when  the  Federal  Food  Stamp  Plan  is  being 
introduced.  I  think,  therefore,  that  the  Directors 
of  the  Division  of  the  Necessaries  of  Life  and  the 
Federal  Surplus  Commodities  Division  should  in- 
vestigate and  take  steps  to  prevent  such  rise  in  the 
price  of  foods  in  this  city.  I  think  any  dealer  who 
does  improperly  profit  in  any  such  way  should 
have  the  stamps  taken  away  from  him.  This 
practice  certainly  militates  against  the  successful 
operation  of  the  Food  Stamp  Plan,  and  there- 
fore I  feel  that  the  Federal  representatives  of 
that  plan  and  the  Director  of  the  Division  of 
Necessaries  of  Life  should  take  action  which 
will  stop  such  improper  practices  throughout 
the  city.  I  think  also  that  the  Retail  Grocers 
Association  should  take  active  steps  in.  this  matter, 
assisting  the  legitimate^grocers  of  the  city  who 
are  trying  to  conduct  their  business  in  a  proper 
manner.  Certainly,  those  on  welfare  and  those 
having  difficulty  getting  along  in  these  days 
should  not  be  subjected  to  such  racketeering. 
The  Food  Stamp  Plan  was  intended  to  benefit 
our  poor  people,  and  not  bring  about  any  such 
rises  in  prices  as  have  been  brought  to  our  atten- 
tion. There  'should  be  a  check  made  by  the 
Welfare  Department  on  the  prices  being  charged, 
and  where  it  is  found  that  there  is  racketeering, 
where  action  is  being  taken  that  militates  against 
the  welfare  of  the  beneficiaries  of  this  Surplus 
Commodity  Plan,  the  food  stamps  should  be 
taken  away  from  those  who  are  guilty  of  such 
action. 

The  resolution  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


PRISONER'S  CAGE,  ROXBURY  MUNICIPAL 
COURT. 

Coun.  TAYLOR  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  a  prisoner's  cage  in  the  Roxbury 
Municipal  Court. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — Mr.  President,  that  order 
may  sound  amusing  af.  first  reading,  but  I  have 
occasion  to  go  into  the  Roxbury  Court  many  times, 
;mi!  since  (lie  building  lias  been  renovated,  I  find 
that  there  is  no  prisoner's  cage  for  criminals 
brought  before  the  Court.  I  can  visualize  that 
in  the  future  some  desperate  criminal  might  make 
a  break  in  the  Roxbury  Court  and  get  away  from 
the  proper  authorities.  I  feel  that  this  is  something 
absolutely  essential,  that  such  a  cage  should  be 
placed  in  the  Roxbury  Municipal  Court. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  uf  Hie 
rule. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


INDUSTRIAL    INSURANCE    CHARGES. 

Coun.  TAYLOR  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  Life  insurance  companies  doing  busi- 
ness in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  are 
charging  rates  for  industrial  insurance  which  are 
far  out  of  proportion  with  the  rates  charged  for 
other  forms  of  life  insurance;  and 

Whereas,  Low-income  families  carry  the  greatest 
portion  of  industrial  insurance;  and 

Whereas,  Many  of  these  low-income  families 
are  carrying  more  of  this  type  of  insurance  than 
they  can  afford;  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
request  his  Excellency  t lie  Governor  lo  initiate 
legislation  that  will 

(1)  Compel  life  insurance  companies  to  reduce 
the  rates  on  industrial  insurance. 

(2)  That  the  amount  of  industrial  insurance 
that  can  be  sold  to  low-income  families  be  limited 
and  regulated. 

(3)  That  each  industrial  insurance  policy 
shall  have  a  cash  surrender  value  within  three  years 
after  issuance  of  said  policy. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — Mr.  President,  at  the  very 
outset  I  wish  to  state  that  I  am  a  great  believer 
in  insurance.  I  believe  in  affording  the  security 
that  a  man  can  feel  in  the  fait  that  after  he  passes 
away  those  who  depend  upon  hiin,  his  beloved 
ones,  will  be  financially  taken  care  of  lor  some 
time  after  his  decease.  But  there  are  certain 
things  done  by  life  insurance  companies  that,  ii 
appears  to  me,  have  deteriorated  into  a  racket. 
I  refer  particularly  to  industrial  insurance.  To 
those  who  perhaps  are  not.  familiar  with  tin'  term 
"industrial  insurance,"  let  me  say  that  it  is  the 
type  of  insurance  sold  to  the  very  poor  class  of 
people,  from  whom  is  collected  week  after  week 
the  nickels,  dimes  and  half-dollars  for  insurance  of  a 
low  amount.  It  is  different  from  the  various 
forms  of  insurance  sold  to  people  who  are  more 
successful  in  life,  who  have  a  decent  income,  and 
who  obtain  the  ordinary  term  life  insurance, 
straight  life  and  otherwise.  In  their  case,  of 
course,  the  rates  are  controlled  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Insurance.  But  the  people  who  obtain 
this  small  industrial  type  of  insurance  are  people 
who  frequently  don't  know  what  it  is  all  about, 
whether  the  rates  are  reasonable  or  not.  How- 
ever, anybody  connected  with  the  insurance 
business  will  tell  you  that  the  rates  charged  by 
the  insurance  companies  for  this  form  of  insurance 
are  far  out  of  proportion  to  what  are  charged  in 
the  ordinary  form.  Now,  speaking  generally,  the 
insurance  companies  ate  large  and  stable  organiza- 
tions which  have  gone  successfully  through 
panics  for  the  last  twelve  or  more  years,  where 
many  bankers  have  been  forced  to  close  their 
doors.  I  know  of  no  insurance  company  that 
has  been  in  that  position.  The  reason  is,  of  course, 
the  amount  of  money  that  they  earn  through 
the  industrial  insurance.  I  know  how  the  in- 
surance companies  work  in  this  matter.  For 
instance,  they  will  have  an  office  on  State  stieei, 
and  all  the  agents  will  get  together  in  one  place, 
saving  space,  and  then  a  man  will  get  up  and  make 
a  beautiful  speech  enthusing  the  agents,  urging 
them  to  go  out  and  sell  to  poor  people  who  cannot 
afford  it  this  type  of  industrial  insurance.  Ami 
they  go  out  and  paint  a  beautiful  picture  to  these 
poor  people.  They  go  into  a  home  on  Welfare 
or  W.  P.  A.  whose  income  is  from  $7  to  $15  a  week, 
a  family  finding  it  very  hard  to  buy  the  necessities 
of  life,  and  point  out  the  beauties  of  this  industrial 
insurance,  that  when  a  child  dies  a  certain  amount 
will  be  provided  for  burial,  and  so  on.  They 
prevail  upon  these  poor  people  to  take  this  insur- 
ance and  they  will  pay  out  $2  to  S3  a  week  from 
their  small  income,  when  it  would  be  better  used 
for  purchasing  the  necessaries  of  life,  feeding  their 
children  properly  and  not  having  them  die  because 
they  ate  getting  insufficient  food.  And  we  all 
know  what  happens  when  these  small  policies 
lapse  and  when  they  lose  entirely  the  benefits 
that  have  been  so  alluringly  pictured  for  them. 
But  the  big  thing  I  am  tyring  to  put  over  is 
this.  These  people  are  induced  to  spend  $2  or  $3 
a  week  out  of  their  meager  income,  with  the 
object  of  obtaining  sufficient  for  decent  burial 
of  one  of  their  family,  when  if  that  S2  or  S3  were 
used  to  provide  milk,  eggs  and  other  food,  the 
question  of  provision  against  death  would  not 
arise.  That  is  what  is  taking  place  in  connection 
with  this  industrial  insurance  business,  and  a  cheek- 
up  will  prove  to  you  that  the  rates  are  exorbitant. 


As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  insurance  companies  spent 
millions  every  year  in  connection  with  the  carrying 
forward  of  this  business,  which  they  are  able  to 
carry  on  because  these  people  are  unable  to  buy 
the  insurance  that  is  available  to  small  well-to-do 
people,  and  are  therefore  persuaded  by  this 
propaganda  of  the  insurance  companies  to  take 
up  with  this  so-called  industrial  insurance.  I 
say  that  there  should  be  some  legislation  put 
through  at  the  State  House  and  perhaps  initiated 
by  the  Governor  so  that  the  insurance  companies 
would  not  sell  to  these  poor  families  more  insurance 
than  they  reasonably  require.  We  all  know  what 
the  probable  length  of  life  is,  as  estimated  by 
the  actuaries.  Today  it  is  close  to  sixty  years. 
So  it  is  much  wiser  for  these  poor  people,  instead 
of  spending  money  they  can  ill  afford  to  pay  for 
burial  of  children  who  will  live  for  years  and  years, 
to  pay  for  decent  food  for  their  families.  Why 
take  all  this  money  from  these  people?  It  is 
because  the  insurance  companies  play  on  their 
emotions.  I  say  that  legislation  should  be  enacted 
so  that  these  people  should  not  be  persuaded 
by  the  companies  to  spend  more  money  than  is 
reasonably  required  for  this  form  of  insurance, 
thereby  reducing  the  budget  for  family  food 
ami  perhaps  causing  death.  Furthermore,  the 
ordinary  policy  issued  by  any  life  insurance 
company  in  the  state  has  a  cash  surrender  value 
after  three  years.  On  the  policies  issued  by  these 
industrial  insurance  companies  in  Massachusetts 
the  time  limit  is  live  years,  while  in  the  ease  of 
of  the  companies  operating  outside  of  Massa- 
chusetts it  is  ten  years  before  companies  are  forced 
to  give  a  cash  surrender  value.  There  is  no 
in,  simply  because  these  people  get  these 
small  industrial  insurance  policies,  why  they 
should  not  have  a  right  to  a  cash  surrender  value 
at  the  end  of  three  years,  instead  of  waiting  for 
five  or  ten  years.  I  say  that  the  insurance  com- 
panies have  been  built  up  on  what  they  have 
made  out  of  this  type  of  policy;  that  they  are 
unfair  to  poor  people,  and  that  they  should  be 
restricted  in  their  operations  with  the  low-income 
group  who,  when  they  take  these  policies,  are 
not  able  to  provide  decently  for  their  families. 
Because     of     high     pressure     salesmanship     these 

riople  carry  more  insurance  than  they  require, 
say  that  a  cash  surrender  value  should  certainly 
be  allowed  on  that  typo  of  insurance  at  the  end 
of  three  years.  I  trust  that  something  will  be 
done  by  the  Governor  in  behalf  of  this  class  of 
people,  who  are  having  thrust  upon  them  more 
insurance  of  this  kind  than  they  need,  thereby 
reducing  their  ability  to  provide  proper  food 
and  necessaries  of  life  for  their  families.  That 
is  what  is  taking  place  today,  and  something 
should  be  done  about  it. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  with  some  of  the 
ideas  that  the  previous  speaker  has  outlined,  I 
am  perhaps  in  accord,  but  with  some  of  them  I  am 
certainly  not  in  agreement,  not  because  I  want 
to  take  a  stand  against  the  insurance  companies, 
but,  being  an  ex-insurance  man,  I  know  the  bene- 
fits thai  insurance  means  to  every  family,  not 
only  in  cases  where  the  families  would  not  other- 
wise be  able  to  meet  the  obligations  of  burial 
expenses,  hut  there  is  also  a  further  benefit  when 
the  child  reaches  a  certain  age,  at  which  time 
there  may  be  enough  money  provided  under  the 
policy  to  give  him  a  chance  to  go  to  college  and 
be  able  to  make  something  out  of  himself.  I  am 
in  hearty  accord  with  the  suggestion  that  there 
be  a  surrender  value  not  at  the  end  of  five  or  ten 
years,  but  in  three  years,  so  that  when  that  time 
has  expired,  if  the  family  is  unable  to  continue 
there  will  be  a  cash  surrender  value  to  the  policy. 
But  when  it  comes  to  putting  a  limit  on  what  they 
can  really  spend,  I  feel  that  the  family  or  the 
individual  should  know  how  much  insurance  they 
will  be  able  to  carry.  So,  while  I  am  in  accord 
with  the  order  in  some  respects,  I  am  not  in 
accord  with  some  of  the  statements  that  the 
gentleman  has  made  here. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  that  is 
exactly  the  point  I  want  to  bring  out.  I  am  not 
against  insurance.  As  I  stated  at  the  outset, 
I  favor  insurance,  but  I  am  against  any  family 
taking  out  insurance  to  an  extent  that  their 
income  will  not  warrant  proper  food  for  their 
children,  simply  so  that  a  large  part  of  their 
money  will  eventually  go  into  the  hands  of  the 
undertaker.  I  say  right  now  that  the  money 
of  a  family  should  be  used  for  building  up  the 
physique  of  the  children  and  that  that  will,  to  a 
large  extent,  obviate  the  importance  of  laying  by 
an  undertaking  fund. 


DECEMBER    9,    1940. 


446 


Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  why  hit  the 
undertaker.  I  happen  to  be  an  undertaker. 
I  would  let  the  gentleman  know  that  in  many- 
instances  the  undertaker  is  the  friend  of  the 
family,  because  in  my  own  experience  I  have 
to  bury  people  for  nothing,  in  many  cases,  people 
who  cannot  afford  to  pay  the  burial  expense.  I 
might  also  say  that  this  insurance  in  many  cases 
keeps  people  from  welfare,  because  they  are 
thereby  enabled  to  save  money  to  pay  their 
debts  without  adding  to  the  expenses  of  the  City 
of  Boston.  I  am,  therefore,  fully  in  accord  with 
the  insurance  idea,  and  I  say  that  the  people,  of 
the  City  of  Boston  should  themselves  know  how 
much  they  are  able  to  pay  for  insurance,  which  is 
one  of  the  greatest  things  I  can  think  of. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPLACING  OF  SEDANS  BY  COUPES  FOR 
POLICE. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  recon- 
sider his  recent  decision  to  replace  the  sedan  type 
of  cruising  cars  with  coupes. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON— Mr.  President,  the 
Police  Commissioner  recently  decided  to  replace 
the  sedan  type  of  cruising  ears  with  coupes,  for 
the  police.  We  all  know  that  in  case  of  emer- 
gency, where  you  have  an  accident  of  some  kind, 
if  an  ambulance  is  not  available  at  the  scene, 
a  cruising  car  is  used  to  take  an  injured  person 
to  the  hospital,  possibly  saving  life.  If  we  have 
coupes,  I  don't  believe  lives  could  be  so  readily 
saved  as  by  cruising  cars.  Then,  when  there  is  a 
riot  call,  we  know  that  in  certain  cases  a  squad  of 
police  officers  go  to  the  scene  in  a  cruising  car. 
A  coupe  would  not  be  able  to  take  a  squad  of 
officers.  I  ask,  therefore,  that  the  Police  Com- 
missioner reconsider  his  decision  to  replace  the 
sedan  type  of  cruising  cars  with  coupes. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF   NURSES, 
CITY   HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  Chairman,  may  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement? 

Chairman  SHATTUCK— If  there  is  no  objec- 
tion, the  gentleman  may  proceed. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  and  members 
of  the  Council,  in  regard  to  the  answer  from  one 
of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  . 
Boston  City  Hospital  which  we  received  today, 
it  was  very  amusing  to  me  to  hear  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital 
was  suddenly  called  out  of  town,  although  before 
that  he  had  ample  time  to  give  a  statement  to 
two  Boston  newspapers.  On  December  3  this 
appeared  in  the  Boston  American: 

"The  trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  in  a 
statement  signed  by  Carl  Dreyfus,  President, 
insisted  the  appointment  of  Miss  Margaret  J. 
Busche  as  head  nurse  was  obviously  the  best 
selection  and  recalled  that  the  City  Council  is 
prohibited  from  interference  in  hospital  manage- 
ment. 

"In  his  letter  Dreyfus  cited  a  report  of  the 
Finance  Commission,  dated  April  6,  1939,  defend- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  hospital  by  the  trustees 
and  pointing  out  that  City  Councilors  are  pro- 
hibited from  interfering  except  on  inquiry  into 
appropriations. 

"The  Dreyfus  statement  was  the  result  of  a 
resolution  adopted  at  yesterday's  Council  meet- 
ing demanding  removal  of  Miss  Busche  as  head 
nurse  and  asking  for  an  explanation  of  her  appoint- 
ment over  the  heads  of  hospital  graduates. 

"Dreyfus  pointed  out  that  Miss  Busche  had 
been  Acting  Superintendent  for  four  years  and 
that  the  trustees  felt  that  their  action  in  appoint- 
ing her  as  head  nurse  was  for  the  best  interests 
of  patients  and  the  hospital. 

"In  the  Finance  Commission  report  quoted  by 
Dreyfus  it  was  stated  the  periodical  outbursts  of 
City  Councilors  had  failed  to  harm  the  medical 
reputation  of  the  hospital. 


"But,  it  was  added,  every  outburst  makes  it 
more  difficult  for  appointed  executives  to  carry 
on  their  work  in  orderly  comfort." 

Then  this  appeared  in  the  Boston  Evening  Record 
of  the  following  evening,  in  which  Mr.  Dreyfus 
quotes  the  Boston  Finance  Commission's  report 
of  April  6,  1939.  I  am  not  going  to  read  all  of  it, 
but  only  a  part  of  it: 

"It  has  become  the  habit  for  some  of  the  em- 
ployees to  complain  from  time  to  time  to  City 
Councilors  of  claimed  irregularities  of  pay,  of 
hours,  of  labor,  etc.  Unfortunately  at  times 
these  complaints  have  been  publicly  aired  in 
Council  meetings  before  investigation." 

That  is  the  part  I  want.  There  is  no  need  of 
investigation  as  to  the  appointment  of  Miss 
Busche  by  the  Council  because  a  year  ago  last 
April,  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital 
promised  me,  along  with  other  members  of  the 
City  Council,  that  when  Miss  Logan  resigned, 
the  position  would  be  given  to  a  Boston  girl. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  employees  of  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  have  not  approached  me.  I  have 
approached  them.  After  Miss  Busche  was  ap- 
pointed I  went  down  there  about  every  day  in 
the  week  and  I  found  that  there  was  a  Boston 
girl  there  well  able  to  be  Superintendent  of  Nurses 
in  .the  Boston  City  Hospital.  We  have  been 
told  today  that  the  whole  matter  was  none  of 
our  business,  but  some  time  ago  when  we  saw 
fit  to  go  after  Miss  Logan,  they  then  considered 
that  it  was  none  of  our  business,  and  told  us 
not  to  give  the  matter  publicity,  but  that  they 
would  take  care  of  it  themselves.  Of  course,  the 
conduct  of  the  hospital  is  vested  by  law  in  the 
Board  of  Trustees.  We  understand  that.  And 
the  first  consideration  of  the  hospital,  on  which 
we  all  agree,  nobody  differing,  is  the  care  of  the 
patients.  Every  member  here  agrees  that  our 
first  interest  is  the  care  of  the  patients.  But, 
as  long  as  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
has  seen  fit  to  quote  the  Finance  Commission's 
report  in  another  connection,  I  would  like  to 
add  a  word,  quoting  from  that  report,  as  to  the 
required  curriculum  for  nurses,  with  the  hours 
stipulated,  in  different  hospitals.  Agreeing,  of 
course,  that  the  first  consideration  is  the  care 
of  the  patients,  upon  which  everybody  agrees, 
let  us'  see  what  appears  in  the  table  from  the 
Finance  Commission's  report,  as  set  forth  in 
our  records  on  page  181  of  April  17,  1939,  giving 
the  comparative  curriculum  of  nurse  students, 
with  the  hours  stipulated,  in  different  hospitals. 
The  recommendation  of  the  National  League 
of  Nursing  Education  of  New  York  City  for 
nursing  arts,  is  135  hcrfirs;  in  the  Boston  Child- 
ren's Hospital,  175;  in  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Hospital,  272;  in  the  Peter  Bent  Brigham 
Hospital,  250;  in  the  Deaconess  Hospital,  150; 
in  the  Worcester  City  Hospital,  180;  in  the  Cooley 
Dickinson  Hospital  in  Northampton,  1C2;  in  the 
Massachusetts  Memorial  Hospitals,  200; — and  in 
our  hospital, ,  where  the  first  consideration  is  the 
care  of  the  patients,  the  low  number  of  106  hours 
is  required.  That  you  will  find  in  the  Finance 
Commission's  report,  in.  a  table  on  page  181  of 
the  Minutes  of  April  17,  1939.  And  so  I  say  to 
the  Board  of  Trustees  that  there  is  no  member 
of  the  City  Council  who  is  simply  looking  after 
publicity  in  this  matter,  as  has  been  intimated. 
Many  of  us  feel  that  there  has  been  a  wrong 
committed,  so  far  as  City  of  Boston  nurses  are 
concerned.  From  1850  to  1937  the  Superintendent 
of  Nurses  in  the  City  Hospital  was  always  a 
Boston  girl,  and  there  was  never  any  trouble  in 
the  hospital  on  that  account.  In  all  those  years 
a  Boston  girl  was  always  appointed  to  this  position. 
What  are  we  now  supposed  to  believe?  From 
1850  to  1937  that  the  Superintendents  of  Nurses 
in  the  Boston  City  Hospital  were  girls  who  were 
not  qualified  to  fill  that  position?  Of  course,  that 
was  not  the  case.  And  so  I  say  to  the  trustees 
that  in  the  past,  few  years  there  has  been  no 
condition  that  would  warrant  their  action  in  ap- 
pointing an  outsider  to  the  position  of  Super- 
intendent of  Nurses  of  the  City  Hospital,  and 
there  is  nothing  that  now  warrants  the  appoint- 
ment of  Miss  "Busche  to  that  position.  Not 
criticizing  Miss  Busche's  qualifications,  I  still 
insist,  and  believe  the  record  shows,  that,  there 
are  available  in  the  City  Hospital  Boston  girls 
as  fully  qualified  for  the  duties  of  the  position, 
one  of  whom  should  have  been  appointed  to  it, 
and  when  a  Boston  Kill  is  not  appointed  under 
such  conditions  it  certainly  offers  no  encourage- 
ment to  our  Boston-trained  nurses. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  WEIGHER  OF  COAL. 

Chairman  SHATTUCK  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business,  No.  2  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

2.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  December  2,  1940,  of  Louise  Cashman, 
to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Kelly  and  Linehan.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  20,  yes  20,  and  the  appointment  was 
confirmed. 


PROPOSED  REVISION  OF  CIVIL  SERVICE 
RULES. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Service  Commissioner 
be  requested  to  forward  to  all  members  of  the 
City  Council  forthwith  a  copy  of  the  proposed 
revision  of  the  Civil  Service  Rules. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President  and  members 
of  the  Council,  in  presenting  this  order  I  have; 
before  me,  printed  in  the  Boston  Herald  of  Satur- 
day, November  30,  under  "Legal  Notices,"  in 
fine  type  and  without  any  heading  that  would 
call  attention  to  it,  a  notice  that  a  public  hearing 
is  to  be  given  on  the  proposed  revision  to  the 
Civil  Service  Rules  on  Monday,  December  16,  at 
ten  a.  m.,  tin  the  Gardner  Auditorium  at  the  State 
House.  There  then  follows  a  list  of  definitions, 
classification,  qualifications,  and  so  forth,  setting, 
in  a  way  that  does  not  at  all  attract  the  attention 
of  the  ordinary  reader,  the  proposed  revision  of 
the  rules  of  the  Civil  Service  Commission.  In 
that  connection  I  would  call  your  attention  i" 
Kule  27,  Section  2,  of  the  Massachusetts  Civil 
Service  Commission  proposed  rules,  which  appeared 
in  the  Boston  Herald  on  Saturday,  November  30, 
1940. 

"Whenever  any  positions  not  already  in  Un- 
classified service  are  placed  therein  or  whenever 
the  Commonwealth  or  any  city  or  town  takes  over 
work  previously  done  by  a  contractor,  which  work 
included  positions  designated  or  classified  in  the 
civil  service  by  statute  or  rule,  the  director  may 
recommend  to  the  commission  that  the  incumbents 
of  these  positions  be  included  under  civil  service 
and  if  such  recommendation  is  approved  by  four 
affirmative  votes  of  the  commission  the  names  of 
the  persons  shall  be  recorded  as  properly  employed 
under  civil  service." 

This  section  continues:  "The  seniority  date  in 
such  cases  will  be  determined  as  follows:  "Credit 
will  be  given  for  each  consecutive  calender  year 
next  prior  to  the  classification  under  civil  service 
during  which  the  incumbent  had  been  employed 
for  a  total  period  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  days  or 
more  a  year  and  any  fraction  of  the  period  imme- 
diately prior  to  the  preceding  calendar  year  that 
he  had  been  employed  at  the  same  rate  per 
annum." 

Section  3  of  Rule  27  states,  "There  shall  be  no 
probationary  period  required  for  persons  so 
recorded,  provided  that  they  have  actually  been 
employed  and  have  performed  the  duties  of  the 
position  for  a  period  of  at  least  two  years  imme- 
diately preceding  the  date  of  their  being  recorded 
under  civil  service.  Now,  gentlemen,  assume  the 
City  of  Boston  decides  to  take  over  work  now 
being  done  by  a  private  contractor,  this  rule  pro- 
vides that  the  Director  of  Civil  Service  may 
recommend  to  the  Civil  Service  Commission  that 
the  employees  of  this  contractor  may  be  placed 
under  civil  service,  without  any  request  from  the 
proper  authorities  of  the  City  of  Boston.  The 
rule  goes  further  and  would  give  to  the  employees 
of  the  private  contractor,  foremen  and  laborers 
alike  credit  in  seniority  with  the  City  of  Boston 
for  the  same  length  of  time  they  were  employed 
by  the  contractor  without  having  to  pass  any 
physical  or  written  examination  and  they  would 
precede  a  number  of  regular  city  employees  who 
had  passed  examinations  as  well  as  defeating  the 
changes  of  those  now  on  eligible  lists  in  the  Civil 
Service  Department.  Those  who  had  been  em- 
ployed for  at  least  two  years  by  the  contractor 
would  not  have  any  probationary  period  to  serve, 
although  this  would  be  their  first  employment 
with  the  city.  I  would  like  to  cite  for  example 
and  for  the  records  of  this  Council  that  it  would 
be  possible,  if  this  rule  were  enacted  into  law, 
for  the  contractor  doing  work  for  the  city,  which 
work  the  city  decided  to  take  over,  and  whose 
employees  number  three  foremen  and  twenty 
laborers,  for  these  men  to  be  included  under  civil 
service  and   be  given  seniority  dates  in  accord- 


ance with  their  employment  with  the  private 
contractor.  Let  us  now  take  the  case  of  the  three 
foremen  of  the  contractor.  All  of  them  have  been 
employed  for  at  least  fifteen  j-ears  by  the  con- 
tractor, and  have  never  been  employed  by  the 
city  before.  These  men  would  be  given  a  seniority 
date  of  around  1925  with  the  city.  They  would 
supersede  all  foremen  now  employed  by  the  city 
and  who  not  only  had  to  pass  a  competitive  civil 
service  examination  to  secure  positions  but  had 
to  be  at  the  top  of  the  list.  In  case  of  any  sus- 
pension that  might  take  place  in  the  department, 
regular  civil  service  foremen  would  be  suspended 
while  these  former  employees  of  the  contractor 
would  be  retained.  I  wonder  what  their  status 
would  be  as  far  as  retirement  rights  are  con- 
cerned and  I  am  also  considering  what  the  liability 
of  the  city  would  be  for  an  aggravation  of  a  former 
injury  which  may  have  occurred  during  their 
service  with  the  contractor.  I  also  wonder  how- 
persons  now  on  eligible  lists,  waiting  for  oppor- 
tunity to  secure  employment  with  the  city,  feel 
towards  this  present  Director  of  Civil  Service 
who  has  proposed  such  a  rule.  Under  the  law 
(G.  L.,  chapter  31,  section  2)  the  Directqrpf  Civil 
Service  is  required  to  administer  his  division  in 
such  a  way  as  to  develop  a  career  service  based  on 
merit.  Where  is  there  merit  in  this  rule  giving 
seniority  credit  with  the  city  for  former  employ- 
ment with  a  contractor.  I  believe  that  this 
Council  should  take  appropriate  action  to  protect 
the  rights  of  the  employees  of  the  City  of  Boston 
as  well  as  those  now  on  eligible  lists  waiting  for  an 
opportunity  to  be  appointed  to  a  position  with 
the  City  of  Boston,  and  I  feel  that  this  Body 
should  appear  at  the  hearing  to  be  held  next 
.Monday,  December  1C,  at  the  Gardner  Audi- 
torium and  protect  not  only  employees  of  the 
City  of  Boston  but  thousands  of  applicants,  resi- 
dents  of  Boston  who  are  now  on  eligible  lists  or 
who  will  take  future  examinations. 

Taking  the  standing  under  these  rules  of  men 
employed  by  a  pi  tractor,  if  Buch  a  con- 

tractor has  been  doing  work  for  fifteen  years  for 
the  City  of  Boston,  with  forty  men.  and  after 
that  Ion.-  ill.-  city  decides  to  take  over  the  work, 
the  Director  of  Civil  Service,  with  the  consent  of 
four  members  of  the  commission,  can  order  all 
these  men  put  under  civil  service — these  forty 
men  employed  by  the  contractor  doing  the  work. 
They  arc  then  under  civil  service,  under  Commis- 
sioner Hyland,  along  with  the  other  employees  of 
the  department.  But  suppose  he  does  not  have  a 
big  enough  budget  to  take  care  of  such  a  large 
group,  and  has  to  lay  off  a  number,  the  permanent 
members  of  his  force  would  have  no  better  future 
standing,  after  they  had  been  laid  off,  than  the 
former  contractor's  men.  They  would  all  be 
equally  protected  by  civil  service.  I  don't  think 
that  is  a  fair  ruling.  I  think  these  rules  as  out- 
lined cover  a  lot  of  deception,  in  other  words. 
Men  who  have  been  on  the  list  a  number  of  years 

are  noi  given  a  fair  chance,  lose  their  civil  service 
rating,  and  may  have  to  take  a  written  examina- 
tion. Arrd  even  women  who  do  cleaning  work, 
and  who  understand  that  work,  may  have  to  take 
one  of  these  civil  service  examinations  that  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  their  job — for  in- 
stance, in  geography,  telling  what  states  bound 
Pennsylvania.  1  think  it  may  well  behoove  us  to 
appear  at  this  meeting  next  Monday  and  protest 
vigorously  against  these  rules  and  regulations 
being  railroaded  through  without  our  at  least 
having  a  chance  to  study  them  and  to  be  able  to 
express  an  intelligent  opinion  of  what  they  mean 
and  how  they  will  work.  There  is  certainly  no 
great  need  for  rushing  them  through.  They 
seem  intended  to  upset  a  situation  that  has  been 
going  on  for  years.  I  may  be  wrong,  but  it  is  my 
idea  that  the  plan  is,  knowing  that  the  Demo- 
crats are  to  be  iir  the  majority  in  the  incoming 
Governor's  Council,  to  act  now,  while  the  Re- 
publicans still  have  a  majority.  At  present,  every 
man  employed  by  the  city  serves  a  probationary 
period  of  six  months,  but  under  these  rules  there 
will  be  no  probationary  perioil  for  any  person 
doing  these  types  of  work  for  two  years.  S-o  I 
hope  we  will  get  copies  of  the  rules  down  here 
immediately  and  that  the  members  will  give  them 
as  much  study  as  possible  in  the  next  few  days. 
Every  member  has  constituents  on  civil  service, 
and  if  this  goes  through  there  will  not  be  much 
chance  for  men  at  the  top  of  the  labor  lists. 
Those  who  thought  they  had  a  contract  will  rind 
that  they  were  mistaken.  It  will  have  to  be 
renewed  every  year,  and  there  is  no  assurance 
when  your  name  reaches  the  top  that  you  will 
be  selected.     You  may  find  that,  for  the  ordinary 
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position,  you  may  have  to  answer  questions  in 
chemistry,  ancient  history,  and  lots  of  silly  stuff 
having  no  connection  with  the  work  you  are 
supposed  to  do  in  the  different  departments  of  the 
city.     I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  whether  the  councilor  can  read  all  the  rules, 
if  he  has  them  before  him? 

Coun.  '  HURLEY— Yes,  if  it  is  desired.  It 
would  probably  take  about  four  hours. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  under  the 
circumstances  I  think  that  we  will  all  appreciate 
it  if  the  rules  are  not  read  at  this  time. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


GRANOLITHIC   SIDEWALKS,   WARD   G. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,   through  his  Honor  the   Mayor,  to 
install  granolithic  sidewalks  on  West  Third  street, 
Ward   6,   from   Dorchester   street   to   A   street. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RETENTION     OF     INSURANCE     POLICIES 
BY  OLD  AGE  RECIPIENTS.' 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  urge 
the  State  Legislature  to  enact  the  necessary,  laws 
whereby  the  recipents  of  old  age  assistance  will 
be  enabled  to  retain  $300  life  insurance  policies 
even  though  they  were  contracted  for  within  the 
five-year  period. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  under  the 
present  law,  as  I  understand  it,  concerning  old 
age  assistance,  the  applicants  must  turn  in  their 
life  insurance  policies  if  they  were  contracted 
for  within  five  years  after  the  period  for  w-hich 
the  original  application  for  old  age  assistance 
was  made.  I  have  an  experience  that  brought 
this  matter  strongly  to  my  mind  this  last  week, 
when  I  was  told  by  a  constituent  of  mine,  an 
elderly  man  nearly  seventy  years  of  age,  that 
he  was  forced  to  relinquish  his  life  insurance 
policy,  amounting  to  $300,  which  was  contracted 
for  within  three  and  a  half  years  of  the  date  on 
which  he  made  application  for  old  age  assistance. 
This  elderly  gentleman  was  a  good  American 
citizen,  who  had  worked  hard  during  much  of 
his  earlier  life,  and  who  was  later  obliged  to  take 
advantage  of  the  welfare  system.  He  was  a 
former  taxpayer  of  the  Commonwealth,  but 
through  economic  circumstances  he  was  one  of 
many  who  were  forced  to  accept  old  age  assistance, 
and  he  was  looking  forward  to  the  time  when, 
he  might  have  to  pass  on  to  his  wife  the  duty 
of  burying  him  in  a  good,  Christianlike  manner. 
But  he  was  forced  to  surrender  his  small  $300  life 
insurance  policy  before  he  could  secure  old  age 
assistance.  I  am  sure  every  member  will  agree 
with  me  when  I  say  that  such  business  is  picayune 
and  unfair  to  these  old  age  assistance  applicants, 
forcing  them  to  sacrifice  everything  before  they 
can  receive  the  small  pittance  of  $7.50  a  week 
in  the  way  of  old  age  assistance.  I  am  sure 
that  the  Legislature  must  have  overlooked  such 
cases  as  this  when  the  law  was  passed,  because 
it  is  not  human  to  expect  old  people  to  go  to  the 
Paupers'  Field  or  starve.  That  is,  at  the  present 
time  these  applicants  for  old  age  assistance  are 
forced  to  give  up  even  a  small  life  insurance 
policy  in  order  to  receive  a  $75  burial.  We 
know  that  a  $75  burial  is  not  one  that  you  or  I 
would  care  to  have  for  our  mothers  or  fathers. 
I  certainly  trust  that  something  will  be  done 
about  it.  Certainly  the  money  that  the  city 
saves  through  such  transactions  is  very  small. 
It  does  not  amount  to  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent 
on  the  tax  rate.  So  why  should  the  state  expect 
these  people  to  make  such  a  sacrifice,  particularly 
when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  such  an  applicant 
may  retain  his  life  insurance  policy  provided  it 
was  contracted  for  at  least  five  years  before  he 
makes  application  for  old  age  assistance.  If 
these  applicants  for  old  age  assistance  have 
policies  that  have  been  contracted  for  within 
four  years,  they  are  forced  to  cancel  them.  Cer- 
tainly it  is  not  fair,  and  something  should  be  done 
about  it.  I  know  that  each  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil will  heartily  agree  with  me  in  that.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  this  order  will  be  passed,  and  that 


the  incoming  Legislature  will  pass  the  necessary 
laws  to  do  away  with  this  condition  from  which 
old  age  assistance  applicants  are  now  suffering. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President, 
about  three  months  ago  I  introduced  an  order 
similar  to  this  which  was  referred  to  Public  Wel- 
fare. I  had  in  mind  at  the  time  a  couple  who  had 
been  well-to-do  in  earlier  life,  and  who  had  been 
forced  to  apply  for  old  age  assistance.  The  man 
had  $190  insurance,  two  years  old,  and  the  wife 
$250  that  was  three  and  a  half  years  old,  and  these 
people,  before  they  could  get  old  age  assistance, 
had  to  sell  their  insurance  policies.  Last  week 
the  man  in  that  particular  case  died,  and  the 
city  allows  only  $75  for  burial  in  such  cases,  and 
certainly  no  undertaker  can  bury  anyone  decently 
for  $75.  We  can  use  our  imagination  as  to  how 
these  people  get  buried.  Apparently  in  the  ad- 
ministration on  Beacon  Hill  at  the  time  that 
provision  of  this  law  was  overlooked,  compelling 
applicants  for  old  age  assistance  who  had  taken 
out  insurance  to  surrender  the  policies,  if  they 
had  been  taken  out  within  five  years,  although 
prior  to  the  five  years  every  applicant  was  allowed 
to  hold  his  insurance.  Certainly  there  should  be 
an  amendment  of  the  old  age  assistance  law  as  it 
stands  on  our  statute  books  today. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


EAST  BOSTON  RELIEF  STATION. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  open  the  East  Boston  Relief  Station 
on  Sundays  and  holidays  throughout  the  year. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  this  is  about 
the  eighth  order  that  I  have  introduced  this  year 
looking  to  an  opportunity  to  further  extend  the 
usefulness  of  the  East  Boston  Relief  Station.  The 
reason  why  I  have  introduced  this  order  at  this 
time  is  that  last  Thanksgiving  Day  two  children 
coasting  over  there  struck  an  automobile  in  the 
Condor  street  section  of  East  Boston.  The 
motorist  picked  them  up  and  took  them  to  the 
doors  of  the  hospital,  but  the  Relief  Station  was 
closed,  and  it  was  about  an  hour  before  they 
could  be  taken  over  to  the  city  and  given  hospital 
attention.  In  view  of  the  controversy  we  have 
recently  had  in  regard  to  the  activities  of  the 
Boston  City  Hospital,  I  now  add  this  item  showing 
the  importance  of  additional  hospital  facilities 
over  in  East  Boston.  Accidents  are  continually 
happening  over  in  our  section,  but  the  Relief 
Station  is  only  open  from  ten  in  the  morning 
until  seven  in  the  evening  on  week  days,  with  the 
result  that  there  is  no  provision  many  times 
for  taking  care  of  serious  cases  that  need  attention. 
I  ask,  therefore,  that  that  station  be  kept  open  on 
Sundays  and  holidays,  because,  and  in  this  I 
think  most  of  the  members  will  agree  with  me, 
accidents  are  most  likely  to  happen  at  such  times, 
when  the  schools  are  closed  and  when  people  are 
more  apt  to  be  out  on  the  streets. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPAIR  OF  NORTH  SLIP,  SOUTH  FERRY. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  make  immediate  repairs  on  the  north  slip  on  the 
Boston  side  of  the  South  Ferry. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SERVICE  ON  EAST  BOSTON  FERRY. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to    maintain    twenty-four-hour-a-day    service    on 
the  East  Boston  Ferries._ 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAIR    OF    CLOCK    IN    FERRY    TOWER. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repair  the  clock  in  the  ferry  tower  on  the  East 
Boston  side. 
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Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  as  bearing  on 
this  particular  order  I  simply  want  to  read  an 
article  I  hat  appeared  on  Saturday  last  in  one  of 
the  East  Boston  papers: 

"The  South  Ferry  is  a  subject  of  much  com- 
plaint. The  time  schedule  is  unsatisfactory.  It 
is  getting  to  be  tiresome  to  be  calling  attention  to 
conditions.  Officials  seem  to  be  indifferent  alike 
to  service  and  the  criticism  that  it  provokes. 
The  latest  shout  comes  from  the  Naval  Reserves 
quartered  in  the  vicinity  to  the  number  of  several 
hundred,  and  who  use  the  ferry  daily.  They 
point  to  the  ferry  tower  clock,  long  out  of  repair. 
Now,  it  would  seem  that  a  clock  would  not  cost 
much  to  repair,  but  there  it  is  stopped.  The 
necessity  for  a  going  clock  is  that  tfie  schedule 
is  never  better  than  fifteen  minutes,  and  mostly 
on  the  half-hour  basis.  The  Naval  Reserves  are 
thinking  of  passing  a  tin  dipper  to  secure  the 
pennies  necessary  to  repair  the  clock." 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  aside  from  the  amusing 
angle,  about  three  weeks  ago  a  prospective  pas- 
senger on  the  ferry  noticed  the  time  as  set  forth 
by  the  clock,  and  saw  that  apparently  he  had 
some  time  to  spare  before  he  went  to  work,  lint 
when  he  afterwards  decided  to  go  to  work,  he 
found  (hat  he  was  an  hour  late  and  lost  his  job. 
So  when  he  returned  to  East  Boston  In'  went 
home,  went  to  the  ferry  with  a  pistol,  and  put 
four  bullets  in  the  clock,  so  that  it  will  probably 
cost  $50  to  repair  it.  I  have,  therefore,  introduced 
this  order  requesting  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  through  his  Bono)  the  Mayor,  to  repair 
that  clock  in  the  ferry  tower  on  the  East  Boston 
side. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ALLOWANCE   FOR   CHRIST.M  \s    IUSKETS. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  Thai   the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the   Mayor,  to 

provide  an  additional  allowance  of  S.">  !o  each 
family  receiving  welfare  assistance  for  the  purpose 

of  purchasing  a  Christmas  basket. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  ray  reason  foi 

introducing  that  order  is  this.      I   will  explain,   as 
perhaps   some  of  the  members  did  uol   grasp  the 
importance  of  the  order.     It  asks  the  Overseers  of 
Public    Welfare,    through    his    Honor    I  lie    Mayor, 
to  provide  an  additional  allowance  of  $5  I" 
family  receiving  welfare  assistance  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  a  Christmas   basket.     The   re 
is  that  I  have   received   in   the   pas!    few   weeks 
many  requests,  as  no  doubt  other  members  have 
also  received  such  requests,  for  Christma 
and   I   thought    the   only  answer   would    lie   for   the 

Overseers  of  Public  Welfare  to  give  to  each  family 
receiving  welfare  assistance  an  additional  allow 
of  $5  for  this  purpose,      licit  could  l»-  included  in 
the  welfare   check.     It   would   certainly   be   very 

welcome  in  times  like  these,  with  the  great  need 
of  our  welfare  recipients.  In  my  district  SO  fir 
I  have  received  thousands  of  requests  for  <  Shristmas 
baskets,  and  I  don't  know  where  the  money  can 
be  obtained,  except  in  this  way.  Of  course.  tin- 
Salvation  Army  docs  its  best,  and  also  the 
Volunteers  of  America,  but  there  is  still  great  need 
of  an  additional  amount.  I  realize,  of  course,  that 
we  have  had  an  economy  program  for  the  last 
three  years,  but  this,  it  seems  to  me.  is  a  case 
where  his  Honor  the  Mayor  might  well  be  asked 
to  do  something  such  as  is  suggested  in  the  order. 
Of  course,  the  Moose  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus 
do  their  best.  If  beanos  were  running  over  there, 
I  would  know  where  I  could  have  everybody  in 
the  district  taken  care  of.  But  I  trust  that  this 
order  will  be  passed. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


USE  OF  VACANT  LAND   FOR   PLAY- 
GROUNDS. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  take  up  with  the  departments  concerned  the 
proposal  of  the  Police  Commissioner  to  utilize 
for  playgrounds  for  small  children  vacant  land 
owned  by  the  city. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
read  in  yesterday's  paper  the  recommendation 
made  by  Police  Commissioner  Timilty  to  take  over 
fifty  vacant  lots  throughout  the  city  and  transform 
them  into  play  areas  for  the  small  children.     I 


have  introduced  orders  having  the  same  idea 
asking  for  W.  P.  A.  projects  along  this  line,  but  I 
find  that  the  W.  P.  A.  authorities  will  not  allow 
their  money  to  be  used  for  properties  which  are 
up  for  sale  at  all  times.  I  also  thought  the  matter 
might  be  taken  care  of  through  the  Michael 
Francis  Cahill  Fund,  but  I  have  found  that  the 
fund  is  not  available  for  this  purpose.  The  idea 
of  the  Police  Commissioner  seems  to  be  the  first 
suggestion  for  really  handling  this  matter,  and 
it  can  be  done  at  very  small  expense.  I  believe 
that  these  vacant  lots  of  land  can  be  transferred 
to  the  Police  Department,  although  the  city  will 
at  all  times  still  own  them.  I  trust  that  the  Mayor 
will  go  along  with  the  Police  Commissioner  and 
see  that  this  idea  is  carried  through,  so  that  we 
may  have  a  number  of  play  areas  for  the  small 
children.     I  trust  that  the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

(dun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
.submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petitions  for  driveway  openings: 

1.  Superintendent  of  Construction,  Depart- 
ment of  School  Buildings  (referred  today)  at 
Brookline  avenue — that  license  be  granted  under 
usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  said  license  granted  under 
usual  conditions. 

2.  Heirs  of  Joshua  Bennett  (referred  August 
19)  for  driveway  opening  at  Cambridge  street — 
that  license  be  granted  under  usual  conditions. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  granting  the  license. 

Coun.  Rl'SSO — Mr.  President,  on  this  proposed 
driveway  opening  I  wish  to  offer  a  minority  report 
as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Licenses,  ob- 
jecting to  the  granting  of  this  driveway  opening 
at  _"  >  -■■  street.  Bo-ton.      Some  time  ago, 

in  the  early  part  of  last  summer,  a  petition  was 
presented  to  tic  Street  Commissioners  for  a  gaso- 
line station  permit,  the  station  to  be  erected  at 
that  particular  number.  At  that  time  I,  as  a 
representative  of  the  district,  and  various  people 
of  my  district,  went  down  to  the  Stteet  Com- 
missioners' department,  objecting  to  this  license 
being  granted.  But.  lo  and  behold,  after  three  or 
four  months,  1  am  confronted  with  this  driveway 
opening  petition  seeking  such  an  opening  at  this 
place,  and  this  is  the  first  time  that  I  knew  the 
permit  had  been  granted.  With  all  due  respect 
to  the  councilor  from  Ward  .3  t,Coun.  Shattuck) 
in  whose  district  this  permit  is  supposed  to  bo 
granted,  although  it  adjoins  my  district,  concerning 
I  ty  of  w  Inch  an  estate  of  which  a  Congressman 
i-  a  tin  i.e.  1  wish  to  state  now  that  I  have  been 
opposing    this    permit    because    that    is   the   only 

weapon  foi  tin  to  fight  "ilh,  because  I  hope  that 
tion  will  be  permitted  either 
on  Cambridge  street,  or  any  part  of  my  district. 
We  have  already  on  that  particular  street  eight 
or  more  gasoline  stations.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  highway  is  apparently  being  used  only  for  the 
purpose  of  a  gasoline  dump,  and  I  am  simply 
trying  to  see  that  the  people  of  my  district  may 
have  their  lives  and  their  welfare  protected.  That 
is  the  reason  why,  in  spite  of  all  the  pressure 
brought  upon  me  to  pass  this  order,  I  am  opposing 
it,  because  I  believe  there  are  already  enough 
gasoline  stations  on  this  highway,  and  God  forbid 
that  there  be  any  such  occurrence  there  as  has 
just  taken  place  in  Cambridge,  placing  the  lives 
and  property  of  the  people  of  the  district  in  danger. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  this  permit  will  not  pass 
through  this  Council,  because  that  is  the  only 
weapon  I  have  in  trying  to  see  that  no  more 
gasoline  stations  are  erected  in  my  district  or  on 
property  adjoining  my  district,  because  the  people 
now  on  Cambridge  street  feel  that  this  is  within 
my  jurisdiction  as  their  councilor.  I  trust,  there- 
fore, that  this  permit  will  not  be  granted. 

Coun.  SHATTL'CK  (Taking  the  floor).— I 
understand  that  this  petition  was  originally  filed 
back  in  August.  It  has  been  before  the  Committee 
ou  Licenses  for  several  months,  although  it  only 
came  to  my  attention  a  short  time  ago.  Ap- 
parently it  was  being  held  in  committee  with  the 
idea  that  it  was  within  the  district  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo).  who  opposed  it.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  not  in  his  district  but  in  mine, 
on  Myrtle  street.  I  have  heard  no  objection 
to  the  granting  of  the  license,  and  I  have  no 
objection  to  granting  it.  I  think  it  should  be 
granted,  and  all  I  regret  is  that  there  has  been 
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so  much  delay  in  acting  upon  it.  Now  that  action 
has  been  taken  by  the  committee,  I  think  it  should 
be  granted  forthwith. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  will  state  plainly 
that  the  reason  for  delay  is  because  of  the  courtesy 
we  extend  to  each  councilor  of  making  a  study 
of  any  such  petition  coming  up  in  his  district, 
to  see  whether  granting  the  petition  would  or 
would  not  be  beneficial.  I  have  been  negligent 
myself  in  not  taking  it  up,  but  I  took  the  word 
of  the  councilor  from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo) 
that  it  was  in  Ward  3.  It  was  only  last  week 
that  the  councilor  from  Ward  5  (Coun.  Shattuck) 
informed  me  that  it  was  in  Ward  5,  and  not  in 
Ward  3. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  wish  to 
inform  the  Council  that  this  is  not  Myrtle  street, 
but  296  Cambridge  street,  which  adjoins  property 
in  my  district,  and  I  wish  to  enlighten  the  Council 
by  saying,  in  regard  to  this  particular  property 
where  this  privilege  is  asked,  that  there  were 
people  living  there  at  the  time  who  have  been 
forced  to  vacate,  because  the  building  has  been 
torn  down.  I  had  felt  that  action  would  be  taken 
by  the  trustees  of  the  property  from  which  the 
people  of  the  district  would  derive  some  benefit 
and  that  they  would  not  ask  for  a  permit  for  a 
gasoline  station.  This  adjoins  my  district,  and 
I  say  again  that  if  this  is  passed,  you  are  putting 
in  one  more  gasoline  station  adjoining  my  dis- 
trict where  there  are  already  more  than  we.  should 
have  at  the  present  time.  I  might  again  remind 
the  members  of  the  awful  happening  in  Cam- 
bridge recently,  where  a  gasoline  station  blew  up. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  leave  was  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions.  Coun.  RUSSO  doubted 
the  vote,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  permit  was  granted  on  the  usual  conditions, 
yeas  12,  nays  2: 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Coffey,  Englert,  Fish, 
Gottlieb,  Kelly,  Langan,  Linehan,  Shattuck, 
D.  F.  Sullivan,  Taylor,  Ward— 12. 

Nays — Coun.  Russo,  M.  H.  Sullivan — 2. 


TIME    OFF    FOR    CHRISTMAS    SHOPPING. 

Coun.  FISH  and  SCANNELL  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  advise  the  various  department  heads  to  grant 
one  half  day  off  without  loss  of  pay  to  all  city 
employees  to  permit  them  to  do  their  Christmas 
shopping. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PARKING  ON  ONE  SIDE  OF  WASHINGTON 
STREET. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  restricting  parking  to 
only  one  side  of  Washington  street  between  Fuller 
and  Bailey  streets,  Ward  17. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INVESTIGATION  OF  VOTING  MACHINES. 

Coun.  TAYLOR  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  President  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  five  members  of  the  City  Council  to 
investigate  the  advisability  of  installing  voting 
machines  for  the  city  election  next  November. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — Mr.  President,  the  recent 
election  for  Governor  has  convinced  many  people 
of  the  necessity  of  having  voting  machines  in  the 
City  of  Boston.  The  gubernatorial  situation  has 
cost  the  city  a  considerable  amount  of  money  for 
recounting  the  votes,  having  shown  a  great  many 
inaccuracies  in  our  present  system.  The  town  of 
Brookline  has  demonstrated  that  these  machines 
are  a  great  help,  particularly  in  a  recount,  because 
the  vote  of  that  town,  with  15,000  voters,  was 
recounted  in  about  seventeen  minutes.  Many  of 
the  large  cities  of  the  United  States  have  voting 
machines,  and  they  have  proved  themselves  very 
effectual.  It  will  not  cost  the  City  of  Boston  a 
large  amount,  and  the  expense,  if  the  machines  are 
installed,  will  be  spread  over  a  period  of  ten  or 
fifteen  years.  I  am  sure  that  the  people  of  Boston 
would  benefit  immensely  by  the  introduction  of 
these  voting  machines. 

The  order  was  referred,  on  motion  of  Coun, 
SCANNELL,  to  the  Executive  Committee, 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   CLAIMS. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Joseph  D.  McGiUivray 
(referred  November  18)  to  be  reimbursed  for 
amount  of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging 
to  Police  Department — recommending  passage 
of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars 
($100)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Joseph  D.  Mc- 
GiUivray in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execu- 
tion issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the 
Police  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Joseph  D.  McGillivray 
(referred  November  18)  to  be  reimbursed  for 
amount  of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging 
to  Police  Department — recommending  passage  of 
accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  ($150)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Joseph  D. 
McGillivray  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of 
execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to 
the  Police  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


NAMING  OF  TRAFFIC  CIRCLE,  ANDREW 
SQUARE. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  new  traffic  circle  at  Andrew 
square,  Ward  7,  be  named  Casimir  Pulaski  Circle, 
and  that  suitable  signs  be  installed  designating  same. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NAMING    OF    SQUARE    FOR    REVEREND 
PATRICK  B.   MURPHY. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  SCANNELL  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
name  a  square  or  way  in  the  new  South  Boston 
housing  project  in  honor  of  Reverend  Patrick  B. 
Murphy,  late  Pastor  of  the  Holy  Rosary  Church 
and  veteran  of  the  Spanish-American  War. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  4.23  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  WARD,  to  take  a  recess,  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and  were 
called  to  order  by  Coun.  SHATTUCK  at  4.26  p.  m. 

President  GALVIN  in  the  chair. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, offered  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  $13,000  be  appropriated  from 
Parkman  Fund  for  Maintenance  and  Improvement 
of  Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on  January  12, 
1887,  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  19, 
nays  0. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that 
President  appoint  committee  of  five  members  of 
Council  to  investigate  advisability  of  installing 
voting  machines  for  city  election  next  November — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 
The    President    appointed    as    said    committee, 
Coun.  Taylor,  Hurley,  Lyons,  Shattuck,  Chase. 


POSTPONEMENT  OF  CIVIL  SERVICE 
REGULATION   CHANGES. 

Coun.  FISH  and  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Service  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
postpone  for  two  months  the  hearing  on  changes 
of  civil  service  regulations  which  the  commission 
has  had  under  consideration  for  over  a  year. 
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Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  we  know  through 
the  discussion  of  Councilor  Hurley's  order  in  the 
Executive  Committee  thatthe  proposed  action  by 
the  Civil  Service  Commission  on  these  rules — and 
specific  instances  were  brought  out — will  work  a 
hardship  on  our  civil  service  employees.  I  believe, 
therefore,  that  such  an  important  matter  should 
be  given  more  than  a  week's  consideration.  This 
is  merely  a  request  to  the  Civil  Service  Commission 
to  postpone  for  two  months  the  changes  on  civil 
service  regulations  which  the  commission  has  had 
under  consideration  for  over  a  year. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President,  I  am  in  favor 
of  the  order  introduced  by  Councilor  Fish  and 
myself,  and  I  welcome  Councilor  Fish's  aid  in  the 
matter.  I  did  not  want  to  introduce  the  original 
order  alone.  But  I  did  see  the  blind  way  this 
thing  was  set  forth  in  the  Boston  Herald,  and  I 
simply  asked  that  copies  of  the  commission's 
proposition  be  furnished  to  members  of  the  Council 
so  that  we  would  have  an  opportunity  to  study 
the  thing,  if  possible,  before  the  hearing  took  place. 
The  young  lady  in  the  office,  however,  told  me 
that  copies  are  not  available  to  members  of  the 
Council,  that  there  were  some  sent  to  Senators 
and  Representatives,  "members  of  Boards  of 
Aldermen,  but  not  to  Councilors.  The  intent  of 
the  order  was  simply  that  we  might  inform  our- 
selves upon  the  matter. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
think  the  Council  should  be  given  an  opportunity 
to  study  this  matter  before  it  is  heard,  and  I 
believe  when  the  hearing  comes  up  before  the 
Civil  Service  Commission  our  Corporation  Counsel, 
Assessors,  Election  Commissioners  and  members 
of  this  Council  should  be  present.  It  is  clear 
that  more  publicity  should  be  given  to  the  matter 
and  certainly  we,  as  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  have  a  right  to  be  considered. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  just  one  more 
thought.  Is  that  hearing  to  be  next  Monday 
afternoon? 

President  GALVIN — It  is  to  be  on  Monday, 
December  16,  at  10  a.  m. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

Coun.  RUSSO,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (referred 
December  2)  for  exchange  of  laud  by  trustees  of 
Shawmut  Realty  Trust  and  City  of  Boston,  on 
Norway  and  Dalton  streets — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  19, 
nays  0. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  WARD  11  STREUT. 

Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  street  the  passage- 
way and  stairway  leading  from  Olmstead  street 
to  Park  lane,  Ward  1 1 . 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ADULT    DENTAL    CLINIC. 

Coun.  GALVIN  and  RUSSO  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  present  to  the  trustees  of  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund  a  plan  for  the  establishment  of  an 
adult  dental  clinic  in  Boston,  the  cost  of  the 
construction  of  same  to  be  expended  from  the 
funds  of  the  George  Robert  White  Fund. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  the  reason  why 
Councilor  Galvin  and  myself  have  introduced 
this  order  is  because  we  have  in  mind  that  there 
is  no  adult  dental  clinic  today  in  the  City  of 
Boston.  I  feel  that  if  something  of  this  kind 
could  be  worked  out  in  the  city,  a  place  where 
people  could  go  and  have  their  teeth  taken  care 
of, — also  having  in  mind  that  every  time  when 
you  go  to  a  doctor  for  examination  the  first  thing 
he  does  is  to  examine  your  teeth, — it  would  be  a 
good  thing  for  the  people  of  Boston.  I  believe 
we  should  have  an  adult  dental  clinic  in  this  city. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  WARD  20  STREETS. 

Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the    Board   of   Street    Commis- 
sioners   be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
M  lyor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  the  folloT 
in  Ward  20.  as  W.  P.  A.  projects:    Spinney  street, 
Heldun  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING    OF    ROCKLVXD    STREET. 

Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.     That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,     through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,    to   resurface   Rockland   street,    Ward   20, 
and    install    sidewalks    thereon,    the    work   to    be 
-  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


DISPOSITION    "F   GEORGE    R<  >»ERT 
WHITE   FUND. 

LINEEtAN— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point- of  information.  I  would  ask  you.  Mr. 
President,  as  a  member  of  the  trustees  of  the 
George  Robert  White  Fund,  if  you  can  tell  us 
when  the  trustees  are  coming  in  with  a  report 
following  the  hearing  held  a  couple  of  months  ago 
as  to  the  disposition  of  that  particular  fund. 

President  GALVIN — At  the  last  meeting  held 
by    1 1  -    there    were    various    proposals 

before  the  trustees  of  the  George  Robert  White 
Fund,  and  they  are  still  under  consideration, 

Coun,  LINEHAN — And  you  could  not  give  me 
information  as  to  when  a  report  will  probably  be 
made? 

President  G  MAIN — On  matters  coming  before 
the  trusters  we  have  at  least  three  months. 


RESTRICTIONS    ON    PARK    FRONTAGES. 

Coun.  WARD  offered  the  following: 
An    Ordinance    Concerning    Restrictions    on    Park 
Frontages. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 

follows: 

Chapter  forty  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1925 
is  hereby  amended  iii  section  20  by  striking  out  in 
the  10th,  llth  and  12th  lines  of  said  section  the 
words,  "and  from  a  line  parallel  to  and  one  bun- 
died  and  thirty-five  feet  south  of  the  southerly 
line  of  Washington  Btreel  to  the  Newton  line" 
and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  words,  "and 
'  a  line  parallel  to  and  one  hundred  and 
thirty-live  feet  south  of  the  southerly  line  of 
Mount  Hood  road  as  extended  across  Common- 
wealth avenue  to  the  Newton  line." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinal 


Adjourned  at  4.40  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
M.  H.  SULLIVAN,  to  meet  on  Monday,  Decem- 
ber 10,  1940,  at  2  p.  m. 


CORRECTION. 

In  the  December  2,  1040,  meeting,  in  discussion 
of  "Appointment  of  Margaret  J.  Busche,"  on 
page  432,  the  following  remarks,  credited  to  Coun. 
Russo,  were  made  by  Coun.  Scannell: 

"Mr.  President,  while  I  do  not  wish  to  continue 
at  length  the  City  Hospital  argument,  and  while 
I  agree  with  some  of  the  members  here  that 
there  should  not  be  political  interference  with 
the  proper  workings  of  the  Boston  City  Hos- 
pital, I  do  say  here  that  if  there  is  any  ground  for 
criticism  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  Trustees  it 
should  be  brought  out  here,  because,  after  all, 
nobody  is  right  all  the  time,  and  if  we  give  the 
trustees  power  and  they  are  not  open  to  criticism 
by  us.  who  is  going  to  criticize  them  at  times  when 
criticism  may  be  warranted?  I  believe  that  if  the 
City  Hospital  Trustees  feel  that  they  have  made 
a  right  appointment  in  the  appointment  of  Miss 
Busehe,  we  should  give  them  a  chance  to  come 
here  and  state  their  position.  H  there  is  any  just 
ground  for  criticism  of  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
City  Hospital.  I  say,  let  us  give  them  that  criticism 
in  this  Body." 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  December  16,  1940. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
GALVIN  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Ward. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


ELIMINATION   OF   COBBLESTONES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  16,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
relative  to  your  order  of  December  2,  1940,  con- 
cerning the  taking  of  immediate  steps  to  eliminate 
all  cobblestone  streets  in  Boston  and  to  replace 
them  with  smooth  pavement,  under  W.  P.  A. 
construction. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

December  14,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From       George      G.       Hyland,       Commissioner. 
Subject:       Public      Works      Department.       Re- 
placing   of    Cobblestone    Streets    with    Smooth 
Pavement. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  take  immediate 
steps  to  eliminate  all  cobblestone  streets  in  Boston 
and  to  replace  them  with  smooth  pavement  under 
W.  P.  A.  construction. 

I  regret  to  advise  that  an  undertaking  of  this 
order  would  be  too  great  to  consider  at  this  time. 
Further,  all  cobblestone  streets  do  not  need  re- 
surfacing. When  it  is  necessary  to  reconstruct 
this  type  of  street  the  cobblestones  are  replaced 
with  smooth  pavement. 

George  G.  Hyland. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


ARC   LIGHT,    MAHLER   STREET. 
The  following  was  received. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  16,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
relative  to  your  order  of  November  18,  1940, 
concerning  the  installation  of  an  electric  arc  light 
on  Mahler  street,  Ward  19,  to  light  the  way  to  the 
election  booth  located  on  that  street. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

December  13,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.    Hyland,    Commissioner,    Public- 
Works  Department. 
Subject:  Electric  Light  on  Mahler  Street,  Ward  19. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  install  an  electric 
arc  light  on  Mahler  street,  Ward  19,  to  light  the 
way  to  the  election  booth  located  on  that  street. 
I  regret  to  advise  you  that  at  the  present  time 
there  are  no  funds  available  in  the  budget  for  the 
installation  of  this  light. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


"STOP"   SIGNS,   WARD    10. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  16,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  November  25,  1940,  concerning  the  instal- 
lation of  "Stop"  signs  at  the  junction  of  Lamartine 
and  Mozart  streets,  Ward  10. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  December  12,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  Council  order 
dated  November  25,  1940,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  'Stop'  signs  at  the  junction  of  Lamartine 
and  Mozart  streets,  Ward  10." 

Our  experience  with  "Stop"  signs  in  locations 
comparable  to  this  one  has  been  very  unsatis- 
factory. 

We  have  noted  that  in  every  case  where  these 
signs  have  been  installed  motorists  who  habitually 
use  the  main  street  become  aware  of  the  fact  that 
motorists  entering  from  the  side  street  are  sup- 
posed to  stop  before  proceeding  through  the 
intersection  and,  consequently,  drive  past  the 
intersection  at  higher  rates  of  speed  than  obtained 
previous  to  the  erection  of  the  sign. 

This  practise  has  invariably  resulted  in  increas- 
ing the  number  of  accidents  occurring  at  these 
intersections.  It  is  our  opinion,  therefore,  that 
"Stop"  signs  should  not  be  erected  in  the  inter- 
section of  Lamartine  and  Mozart  streets. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


"STOP"    SIGN,    WARD    21. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  10,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  November  18,  1940,  concerning  the  instal- 
lation of  a  traffic  stop  sign  at  Gordon  and  Cam- 
bridge streets,  Ward  21. 

.  Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  December  12,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council  order 
dated  November  18,  1940,  which  reads  as  follows: 
"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  a  traffic  'Stop'  sign  at  Gordon  and  Cam- 
bridge streets,  Ward  21." 

Our  experience  with  "Stop"  signs  in  locations 
comparable  to  this  one  has  been  very  unsatis- 
factory. 

We  have  noted  that  in  every  case  where  these 
signs  have  been  installed  motorists  who  habitually 
use  the  main  street  become  aware  of  the  fact  that 
motorists  entering  from  the  side  street  are  sup- 
posed to  stop  before  proceeding  through  the  inter- 
section and,  consequently,  drive  past  the  inter- 
section at  higher  rates  of  speed  than  obtained 
previous  to  the  erection  of  the  sign. 

This  practise  has  invariably  resulted  in  increas- 
ing  the   number   of   accidents   occurring   at   these 
intersections.     It   is   our   opinion,   therefore,    that 
"Stop"  signs  should  not.be  erected  in  the  inter- 
section of  Cambridge  and  Gordon  streets. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
'  Placed  on  file. 


SURVEY   OF   TRAFFIC   LIGHTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  16,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I    transmit    herewith    communica- 
tion from  the   Traffic   Commissioner   relative   to 
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your  order  of  November  18,  1940,  concerning 
the  making  of  a  survey  of  the  traffic  light  system 
from  Kenmore  square  to  Cleveland  Circle,  on 
Commonwealth  avenue,  and  from  Brighton  avenue 
to  Union  square  to  determine  the  possibility  of 
improving  same. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  December  11,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  the  following  Council 
order,  dated  November  18,  1940: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
a  survey  of  the  traffic  light  systems  from  Kenmore 
square  to  Cleveland  Circle,  on  Commonwealth 
avenue,  and  from  Brighton  avenue  to  Union 
square  to  determine  the  possibility  of  improving 
same." 

Our  traffic  signals  are  checked  frequently  and 
changes  are  made  from  time  to  time  in  accordance 
with  any  changes  in  the  traffic,  flow. 

We  would  be  happy  to  consider  any  specific 
suggestions  for  improvements  in  the  method  of 
operation  of  any  or  all  of  the  traffic  signals  in  these 
areas. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC   CONDITIONS,  BRIUHAM 
CIRCLE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  10,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  December  2,  1940,  concerning  the 
making  of  an  immediate  survey  of  traffic  conditions 
at  Brigham  Circle,  Ward  10,  with  a  view  to 
determining  some  means  for  the  protection  of 
pedestrians. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  December  12,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  Council  order 
dated  December  2,  1940,  which  reads  as  follows: 
"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  Traffic  Commission  and  Transit  Com- 
mission be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  make  an  immediate  survey  of  traffic 
conditions  at  Brigham  Circle,  Ward  10,  with 
a  view  to  determining  some  means  for  the  pro- 
tection of  pedestrians." 

I   have  ordered   the  engineers  of  this   commis- 
sion  to  make   a  survey  at   Brigham   Circle   with 
a   view   of   installing   channelizing   islands   within 
the  intersection  and  possibly  of  signalizing  same. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


SUPERVISION    OF   MILK   SALES,    BOSTON 
SCHOOLS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  1G,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Secretary  of  the  School  Committee 
relative  to  your  order  of  October  28,  1940,  con- 
cerning the  consideration  of  undertaking  full  super- 
vision of  the  sale  of  milk  and  milk  products  in  the 
Boston  schools. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
School  Committee,  December  11,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — At  a  meeting  of  the  City  Council 
on   October   28,    1940,   an   order   was   passed  re- 
questing your  Honor   to   confer   with   the   mem- 


bers of  the  School  Committee  "to  request  them 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  undertaking  full 
supervision  of  the  sale  of  milk  and  milk  products 
in  the  Boston  schools." 

The  Committee  understands  that  in  the  dis- 
cussion concerning  the  order  reference  was  made 
to  the  furnishing  of  skim  milk  in  a  chocolate 
beverage  which  is  sold  in  some  of  the  schools. 

After  careful  investigation,  the  Committee 
finds  that  no  chocolate  beverage  with  skim  milk 
as  a  base  is  served  in  any  of  the  elementary  schools 
of  the  city.  The  same  is  true  of  the  cafeterias  in 
the  intermediate  and  high  schools — those  operated 
by  the  Women's  Educational  and  Industrial 
Union  and  those  operated  by  the  School  Com- 
mittee. In  the  nutrition  classes  no  chocolate 
beverage  with  skim  milk  is  served. 

It  was  found  that  in  one  or  two  of  the  smaller 
lunch  rooms,  a  chocolate  drink  with  skim  milk 
base  had  been  served  but  that  particular  chocolate 
drink  has  been  discontinued  and  only  whole  milk 
or  chocolate  milk  with  whole  milk  as  a  base  now 
is  served. 

Reference  is  made  in  the  City  Council  order  to 
"full  supervision  of  the  sale  of  milk  and  milk 
products."  The  School  Committee  would  respect- 
fully report  that  there  is  and  has  been  supervision 
of  such  sale.  The  Committee  now  has  under 
consideration  a  plan  which  probably  will  mean 
closer  supervision  of  all  cafeteria  service. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Ellen  M.  Cronin,  Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 


RENOVATION    OF    JOHNSON"    MEMORIAL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  1G,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  chairman  of  the  Art  Commission 
relative  to  your  order  of  November  18,  1940, 
concerning  the  arranging  for  a  thorough  cleaning 
of  the  Johnson  Memorial  at  the  entrance  to  the 
Fenway  and  also  to  arrange  for  the  replacement 
of  the  missing  baluster  in  balustrade  of  said 
memorial. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Art  Commission,  December  12,  1940. 
To  Office  of  the  Mayor. 
Subject:     City   Council   Order  of   November   18, 

1940. 
Action. 

Estimates  have  been  obtained  and  we  arc 
requesting  the  additional  sum  of  $435  to  budget 
Item  B,  39,  for  repairs  demanded  to  Johnson 
Memorial  Gates  at  the  Westland  entrance  to  the 
Fenway. 

Robert  P.  Bellows,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


BUS   LINE,   OLD   HARBOR   VILLAGE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  10,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  President  and  General  Manager  of 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  relative 
to  your  order  of  November  18,  1940,  concerning 
the  advisability  of  establishing  a  bus  line  from 
Old  Harbor  Village,  South  Boston,  to  either  the 
Andrew  Square  or  Columbia  Stations. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway, 

December  12,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — The  trustees  considered  at  their 
meeting  yesterday  the  order  of  the  City  Council 
received  with  your  letter  of  November  29  con- 
cerning the  advisability  of  establishing  a  bus  line 
from  Old  Harbor  Village,  South  Boston,  to  either 
the  Andrew  Square  or  Columbia  Stations. 

Old  Harbor  Village  lies  between  these  two 
stations  and  it  is  less  than  0.4  of  a  mile  from  the 
center  of  the  village  to  either  station.     There  is 
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also  a  bus  line  which  operates  via  Dorchester 
avenue  to  Andrew  Square  Station,  with  a  stopping 
place  at  Kemp  street,  but  it  is  used  by  compara- 
tively few  of  those  living  at  the  village.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  trustees  do  not  feel  that 
additional  bus  service  would  be  self-supporting 
and  its  operation  would  add  to  the  deficit. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Edward  Dana, 
President  and  General  Manager. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYORv 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments,  viz.: 

Weigher  of  Goods:  William  F.  Heavey,  37  Cabot 
street,  East  Milton,  Mass. 

Weighers  of  Coal:  Patrick  Shanahan,  112 
Sawyer  avenue,  Dorchester,  Mass.;  Edna  Levine, 
14  Hildreth  street,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


SIDEWALK  REPAIRS, 
CIRCLE. 


CLEVELAND 


The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  1G,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Department 
relative  to  your  order  of  December  2,  1940,  con- 
cerning the  immediate  repairs  on  the  sidewalks 
around  the  Cleveland  Circle  Playground. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  13,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  Decem- 
ber 6  with  inclosure,  order  of  the  City  Council 
that  the  Park  Commission  be  requested  to  make 
immediate  repairs  on  the  sidewalks  around  the 
Cleveland  Circle  Playground. 

Upon  investigation  I  find  that  the  sidewalk 
around  the  circle  is  in  good  condition,  also  the 
sidewalk  on  Beacon  street  near  the  pumping 
station  is  in  good  condition,  both  walks  being 
made  of  concrete.  Between  the  sidewalk  in  front 
of  the  pumping  station  and  the  walk  around  the 
circle  is  a  sidewalk  constructed  of  crushed  stone 
and  gravel.  Naturally  at  certain  periods  of  the 
year  this  type  of  walk  becomes  soft  and  soggy. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  since  the  opening  of  the 
new  theater  the  walk  on  Beacon  street  adjacent  to 
the  playground  must  be  used  extensively,  and  at 
this  time  of  year  with  prevailing  snow  and  wet 
conditions  a  gravel  walk  is  not  ideal. 

I  will  prepare  a  project  to  have  a  concrete  walk 
constructed  at  this  point. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Lonq,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


MARKER  FOR  SITE  OF  FIRST  SCHOOL  FOR 
BLIND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  16,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— In  conformity  with  the  order  of 
the  City  Council  adopted  at  the  meeting  of  Septem- 
ber 9,  I  am  pleased  to  submit  herewith  an  order 
for  the  appropriation  of  $645  from  the  income  of 
the  Phillips  Street  Fund,  for  the  purpose  of  erect- 
ing a  permanent  marker  on  the  South  Boston 
Municipal  Building  designating  the  original  site 
of  the  first  School  for  the  Blind. 

I  am  informed  that  there  is  sufficient  income 
available  in  the  Phillips  Street  Fund  for  this  pur- 
pose and  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  the  proposal 
to  erect  a  suitable  marker  to  commemorate  the 
founding  of  the  first  school  for  this  very  worthy 
purpose. 

I  respectfully  recommend  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $645  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Art  Department,  for  the  erection 
of  a  permanent  marker  to  be  placed  on  the  South 
Boston  Municipal  Building  designating  the 
original  site  of  the  first  School  for  the  Blind, 
said  amount  to  be  charged  to  the  income  of  the 
Phillips  Street  Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION     FOR     ADDITIONAL 
ARMORY  EXPENSES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  16,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Under  the  provisions  of  section  31 
of  chapter  33  of  the  General  Laws,  the  Common- 
wealth reimburses  cities  and  towns  for  payments 
made  from  municipal  funds  for  the  rent  and 
maintenance  of  armories  other  than  those  pro- 
vided by  the  State.  This  year  the  amount  again 
paid  to  Boston  for  this  purpose  has  been  increased 
$7,000.  It  now  develops  that  this  increase  was 
made  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  additional  rental 
and  maintenance  expenses  at  the  armory  located 
at  the  corner  of  Arlington  street  and  Columbus 
avenue,  occasioned  by  the  expansion  under  War 
Department  orders  of  the  militia  detachment 
stationed  therein.  The  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  has  received  a  bill  for  these  additional 
charges,  but  before  payment  may  be  made  it  is 
necessary  that  an  appropriation  be  provided.  I 
submit  herewith  an  order  providing  for  an  appro- 
priation to  meet  this  expense,  said  appropriation 
to  be  met  from  the  additional  payment  already 
received  from  the  Commonwealth. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $7,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  from  the  income 
received  from  the  Commonwealth  under  the 
provisions  of  section  31  of  chapter  33  of  the  General 
Laws,  said  sum  to  be  expended  for  the  following 
purpose : 

Public  Buildings  Department. 

F.     Special  Items. . $7,000 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


APPROVAL   OF, LOAN   OF   $325,000. 

Notice  was  received,  from  the  Emergency 
Finance  Board  of  vote  passed  December  11, 
1940,  approving  loan  of  $325,000  for  Public  Works 
Department  and  Public  Welfare  Department. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL   OF   TAX   TITLE   LOAN. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Emergency 
Finance  Board  of  vote  passed  December  11, 
1940,  approving  tax  title  loan  of  $2,000,000  for 
payment  of  outstanding  revenue  loans. 

Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Joseph  Betty,  to  be  reimbursed  for  damage  to 
property  at  29  Vinton  street. 

Rita  Bissonnette,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Asylum  street  and 
Washington  street. 

Frank  S.  Bonney,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Irvington  street. 

Timothy  P.  Callahan,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
accident  which  occurred  in  performance  of  duty. 

Charles  V.  Campbell,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
execution  issued  against  him. 

Louis  DeMaggion,  for  refund  on  awning  license. 

Economy  Glass  Service,  for  rebate  on  sign 
permit. 

Louis  Fiorentino,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  ball  thrown  from  park,  Medford 
and  Chelsea  streets. 
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Charles  L.  Fowler,  Jr.,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  city  motor  vehicle. 

Anna  L.  Lappin,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  55  Summer  street. 

Arthur  E.  Mayo,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execu- 
tion issued   against   him. 

Anna  A.  Pray,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
and  damage  to  clothing,  caused  by  alleged  defect 
at  140  and  142  Portland  street. 

Catherine  F.  Quigley,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Quincy 
street. 

Mary  A.  Rossetti,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Washington 
street. 

B.  G.  Saunders,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  41  Friend  street. 

Marie  Sisto,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  City  Hall  Annex. 

Carrie  Spencer,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged   defect  in   Winter  street. 

Stephen  Kaminski,  for  compensation  for  inju- 
ries caused  by  police  car. 


COMMENDATION   OF   ELECTION 
COMMISSION. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council,  in 
regular  meeting  assembled,  desires  to  commend 
the  Boston  Election  Commission,  the  regular 
employees  of  the  Election  Department  and  the 
precinct  officers  for  the  splendid  work  done  in  the 
counting  and  tabulation  of  votes  east  in  the  recent 
state  election;    and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent 
to  the  Boston  Election  Commissioners. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  the  recount  which  was  conducted  in 
Boston  of  votes  cast  in  the  gubernatorial  election 
was  finished  this  afternoon,  resulting  in  a  net 
change  of  422  votes  out  of  a  total  vote  of  348,000. 
That  was  the  total  change,  422,  out  of  that  large 
number  of  348,000  votes.  To  my  way  of  think- 
ing, such  a  small  change  as  shown  by  a  recount  is 
most  remarkable,  and  I  am  amazed  that  the 
precinct  officers,  with  the  pressure  under  which 
they  worked,  made  such  a  fine  record  on  election 
day.  It  is  particularly  remarkable  when  you 
consider  that  they  worked  from  eight  o'clock  in 
the  morning  until  eight  at  night  in  receiving  the' 
votes,  and  that  they  were  occupied  in  counting  the 
votes  until  six  or  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
It  must  have  been,  of  course,  quite  a  strain  on  the 
precinct  officers  in  Boston,  and  the  fact  that  they 
made  such  an  accurate  count  is  most  amazing  and 
is  certainly  deserving  of  commendation.  I  have, 
therefore,  introduced  this  resolution  commending 
the  Election  Commissioners,  the  employees  of  the 
department  and  the  precinct  officers  for  their 
splendid  work  in  the  counting  and  tabulation  of 
votes  cast  in  the  recent  state  election.  I  believe 
their  work  is  certainly  deserving  of  commendation. 

The  resolutions  were  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


ANTI-BIRTH  CONTROL  RESOLUTION. 

Coun.  GOODE  and  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  A  petition  to  sanction  the  practice  of 
birth  control  under  legal  status  is  now  in  circula- 
tion throughout  the  Commonwealth;   and 

Whereas,  This  petition  is  a  vicious  attempt  to 
encroach  upon  the  family  life  and  personal  liberties 
of  the  people  of  our  Commonwealth;    and 

Whereas,  This  proposed  legislation  offends  every 
normal  sense  of  decency;   and 

Whereas,  Every  God-fearing  individual  and 
group  has,  in  the  past,  gone  on  record  as  opposed 
to  this  practice;    therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  records  its  opposition  to  the  enactment  of 
any  legislation  during  the  incoming  session  of  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature  which  has  for  its  pur- 
pose the  legalizing  or  the  distribution  of  contra- 
ceptive information,  implements  or  other  aids 
to  birth  control. 

Coun.  GOODE — Mr.  President,  as  at  the  present 
time  there  is  being  circulated  throughout  the 
Commonwealth  an  initiative  petition  asking  the 
Legislature  to  enact  legislation  which,  in  plain 
language,  would  legalize  birth  control,  I  have 
introduced  this  resolution.  The  right  to  petition 
is  the  greatest  privilege  we,  as  American  citizens 


have.  It  was  something  recognized  by  the  fathers 
of  this  democratic  country  and  incorporated 
into  the  original  Bill  of  Rights  of  the  Constitution 
of  these  United  States.  At  the  present  time  an 
initiative  petition,  in  plain  language  a  petition 
to  legalize  birth  control,  is  being  circulated  among 
the  electorate  of  our  Commonwealth.  Under 
Article  48  (XLVIII)  of  the  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  this  petition 
will  have  to  be  acted  on  by  the  Legislature  before 
the  first  Wednesday  of  June,  1941.  If  this  petition 
is  rejected  by  the  Legislature  regardless  of 
whether  action  is  taken  or  not  the  sponsors  may 
have  the  question  placed  on  the  ballot  at  the 
next  state  election  by  securing  5,000  additional 
signatures  and  filing  these  before  the  first  Wednes- 
day of  August,  1941.  It  may  be  the  opinion 
of  the  sponsors  that  this  petition  is  so  designed 
as  to  protect  morality  and  marital  security, 
but  this  is  not  so.  I  realize  that  support  of  this 
petition  does  not  imply  support  of  either  the 
methods  or  philosophy  of  birth  control.  It 
means  only  the  support  of  the  principle,  but  the 
principle  is  wrong.  It  is  doing  evil  to  end  evil. 
If  the  present  statute  which  makes  it  a  crime 
punishable  by  fine  or  imprisonment  to  advertise 
or  publish  birth  control  information  is  repealed 
or  amended  then  we  will  see  a  return  of  pro- 
miscuous contraceptive  information  spread 
throughout  our  city  and  state.  We  will  see  the 
return  of  the  birth  control  clinics  recently  out- 
lawed by  the  Massachusetts  Supreme  Court. 
If  the  present  statute  which  makes  it  a  crime 
punishable  by  fine  or  imprisonment  to  give  away, 
exhibit,  offer  or  advertise  any  drug,  medicine, 
instrument  or  other  article  for  the  prevention 
of  conception,  is  repealed  or  amended,  then  we 
will  see  more  laws  favoring  birth  control,  more 
bootleg  dealers  in  contraceptives,  more  and  more 
illegal  practitioners.  The  present  law  in  Massa- 
chusetts as  it  now  stands  is  a  credit  to  a  state 
which  has  often  set  the  pattern  for  other  states 
to  follow  morally,  intellectually  and  culturally. 
This  law  was  made  not  because  any  particular 
church  group  opposed  it.  The  real  opposition 
is  founded  on  grounds  independent  of  any  religious 
group.  Contraceptive  birth  control  is  out  of 
harmony  with  human  nature  and  intrinsically 
wrong  and  forbidden  by  natural  law.  I  realize 
that  this  petition  is  signed  by  some  outstanding 
medical  men,  but  medical  men  do  not  make  the 
laws  of  healthful  living,  but  study  human  life, 
analyze  it  and  then  tell  us  the  laws  of  health 
written  in  human  nature.  Doctor  Arthur  Vernon 
Davies  of  England,  before  the  English  House  of 
Commons,  recently  said  that  "competent  medical 
opinion  in  this  country  is  overwhelmingly  against 
birth  control."  To  conclude,  may  I  suggest 
publicly  to  the  Birth  Control  Leagues  and  to 
those  groups  of  undomesticated  club  women 
preaching  birth  control  that  they  immediately 
discontinue  their  untimely  activities.  That  they 
band  together  immediately  during  this  Christmas 
season  and  turn  over  all  lecture  halls,  their  organi- 
zation and  other  facilities  to  the  American  Red 
Cross  in  one  real  great  humanitarian  effort  to 
succor  the  embittered,  shattered,  hungry  and 
debilitated  mothers  in   war-torn  Europe. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  wholeheartedly 
agree  with  the  councilor  in  his  order.  There 
seems  to  be  certain  people  in  our  city  and  in  our 
state  who  are  not  only  encouraging  boys  in  running 
around  loose  in  the  streets  but  who  are  also  ad- 
vocating such  un-Christian  practices  as  the  control 
of  birth.  They  seem  to  be  trying  to  preach  dis- 
regard of  the  functions  and  principles  established 
by  God,  our  Supreme  Father,  of  God  who  made 
man  in  His  image,  and  they  are  trying  to  encourage 
and  to  teach  birth  control  and  other  subversive 
things  in  our  community.  They  are  deliberately 
flying  in  the  face  of  our  Supreme  Ruler,  the 
invisible  God,  who  could  extend  His  hand  and 
strike  us  all  to  earth  in  a  second,  but  who  still 
allows  such  thoughts  of  mankind  to  go  on.  As 
an  employer  has  to  make  an  accounting  of  his 
business  at  the  end  of  a  year,  so  each  one  of  us 
has  to  render  his  accounting  to  God.  This  is 
certainly  one  of  the  things  of  which  we  should 
take  cognizance,  and  upon  which  we  should  act. 
I  therefore  hope  that  this  resolution  against  birth 
control  will  be  adopted  unanimously  by  the  City 
Council. 

Coun.  CAREY— Mr.  President,  I  personally 
would  like  to  commend  the  sponsors  of  the  resolu- 
tion. I  think  it  is  a  mighty  fine  thing  for  the  City 
Council  to  act  in  such  a  manner  when  a  petition  of 
this  sort  is  being  circulated  throughout  the  state 
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for  presentation  to  the  Legislature.  I  am  whole- 
heartedly against  the  dissemination  of  such 
information,  and  I  trust  that  the  resolution  will 
be  unanimously  passed. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
want  to  commend  the  councilors  from  Wards  16 
and  18  for  presenting  such  a  resolution  at  this  time 
in  the  Body  with  such  a  vital  issue  confronting 
the  people  of  the  state.  I  think  the  sentiment  of 
this  Body  should  be  heard  upon  such  a  vital  matter. 
I  realize  that  it  is  a  matter  for  the  Legislature  to 
consider  and  act  upon,  but  I  believe  every  member 
of  the  Council  has  the  right  and  duty  to  state  his 
opposition  to  the  passage  of  such  legislation  at  the 
present  time.  Whenever  such  action  is  proposed, 
I  believe  every  Christian  should  take  a  stand  in 
definite  opposition  to  it,  and  that  we  should  make 
an  active  and  vigorous  fight  against  it. 

The  resolution  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


HEALTH   UNIT,   WARD    15. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  establish  a  Health  Unit  in  the  Ward  15 
section  of  Dorchester. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  read  in  the 
newspapers  the  other  day  that  the  trustees  of  the 
George  Robert  White  Fund  are  being  urged  to  buy 
a  big  art  collection;  that  a  group  of  Greater  Boston 
citizens,  including  art  authorities,  educators, 
clergymen  and  civic  leaders,  have  petitioned  the 
trustees  to  purchase  for  Boston  the  Abbaye,  a 
collection  of  eleventh  and  twelfth  century  religious 
sculpture  and  architecture.  There  is,  I  understand, 
a  collection  of  700  pieces  assembled  by  the  late 
George  Grey  Barnard,  sculptor  and  art  connoisseur, 
considered  the  finest  of  the  kind  in  the  Western 
Hemisphere.  While  this  is  undoubtedly  a  very 
worthy  object,  I  think  there  is  a  question  of 
whether  it  comes  within  the  provisions  of  the  will 
of  George  Robert  White.  There  can  certainly  be 
no  doubt  that  the  establishment  of  health  units 
would  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  will,  and 
that  they  would  make  a  very  fine  addition  to  our 
Boston  activities,  in  the  interest  of  the  health  and 
welfare  of  our  citizens.  I  understand  that  the 
trustees  are  to  meet  very  soon,  and  I  have,  there- 
fore, introduced  this  order  asking  them  to  establish 
a  health  unit  in  the  Ward  15  section  of  Dorchester. 
I  ask  that  the  newspaper  article  be  incorporated 
in  our  record. 

(The  newspaper  article  referred  to  is  as  follows: 

"White   Fund   Trustees  Ukged   to   Buy   Big 
Art  Collection. 

"A  group  of  Greater  Boston  citizens,  including 
art  authorities,  educators,  clergymen  and  civic 
leaders,  have  petitioned  the  trustees  of  the  George 
White  Fund  to  purchase  for  Boston,  the  Abbaye,  a 
collection  of  the  11th  and  12th  century  religious 
sculpture  and  architecture. 

"The  collection  of  700  pieces  was  assembled  by 
the  late  George  Grey  Barnard,  sculptor  and  art 
connoisseur,  and  is  considered  the  finest  of  its 
kind  in  the  Western  Hemisphere.  The  Boston 
group  seeking  the  collection  says  that  steps  to 
effect  the  purchase  of  the  Abbaye  as  a  unit  must 
be  made  before  next  Monday  as  the  pieces  will 
then  be  sold  separately  to  settle  the  Barnard 
estate. 

"Provided  for  in  Will. 

"Reliable  legal  opinion,  the  petitioners  also  say, 
believes  that  the  project  comes  within  the  provi- 
sions of  the  White  will,  which  stipulates  that  the 
income  of  the  fund  be  used  for  important  civic  im- 
provements which  Boston  does  not  possess  and 
which  are  not  joint  undertakings. 

"The  plans  of  the  Boston  group  call  for  the 
removal  of  the  collection  from  the  chapel-like 
building  in  New  York  that  first  housed  the  Clois- 
sters,  Barnard's  collection  of  Renaissance  sculp- 
ture, which  John  D.  Rockefeller,  Jr.,  purchased  for 
the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  in  1925.  Its 
proposed  Boston  home  would  be  erected  on  city- 
owned  land  on  Muddy  river  in  the  Fenway,  west 
of  the  reflecting  pool. 

"Included  in  the  collection  are  a  tabernacle 
valued  at  $125,000,  similar  to  the  one  in  the  Cathe- 
dral of  Chartres;  an  extended  Gothic  wooden  roof 
140  feet  long,  a  frescoed  15th  century  ceiling 
painted  by  a  pupil  of  Leonardo  da  Vinci,  the  only 


6th  century  cloister  in  America,  complete  with  all 
plinths,  columns,  etc.,  from  Toulouse;  a  14-foot 
wide  Triptych,  a  great  oak  crucifix,  and  a  rare 
figure  of  the  Ecce  Homo  Christ.  The  collec- 
tion also  includes  a  recumbent  knight,  several 
madonnas,  carved  capitals,  arches  and  stained- 
glass  windows. 

"Petition  Trustees. 

"Among  citizens  of  greater  Boston  who  have 
petitioned  the  White  Fund  Trustees  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Abbaye  are: 

"Ralph  Adams  Cram,  authority  on  mediaeval 
art;  Dr.  William  Emerson,  architect;  Dr.  Ken- 
neth J.  Conant,  professor  of  architecture  at  Har- 
vard; the  Rev.  Michael  J.  Ahern,  S.  J.,  president 
of  Weston  College;  the  Rev.  William  J.  Murphy, 
S.  J.,  president  of  Boston  College;  Dr.  Daniel  L. 
Marsh,  president  of  Boston  University;  Dr. 
Ada  L.  Comstock,  president  of  Radeliffe  College; 
Dr.  Bancroft  Beatley,  president  of  Simmons;  Dr. 
Harlow  Shapley,  director  of  the  Harvard  Observa- 
tory; Mrs.  Alexander  Steinert,  president  of  the 
Women's  City  Club;  Mrs.  Vincent  Greene,  presi- 
dent of  the  League  of  Catholic  Women;  Miss 
Beatrice  Woodman,  president  of  the  College  Club; 
Dr.  Henry  Lefavour,  president-emeritus  of  Simmons 
College;  Mrs.  Charles  Burton  Gulick,  president  of 
the  Women's  Republican  Club;  Dr.  Sirarpie  Der- 
Nersessian,  chairman  of  the  art  department, 
Wellesley  College;  Prof.  W.  Alexander  Campbell, 
M.  F.  A.,  archeologist  at  Wellesley  College; 
Milton  E.  Lord,  director,  Boston  Public  Library. 

"Among  other  petitioners  are  Joseph  H.  Soli- 
day,  E.  Sohier  Welch,  Justice  Stanley  E.  Qua, 
Ralph  Barton  Perry,  Benedict  Fitzgerald,  the  Rev. 
Phillips  Endecott  Osgood,  the  Rev.  Palfrey  Per- 
kins, the  Rev.  Russell  H.  Stafford,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gorham  Brooks,  Mrs.  Fiske  Warren,  Judge  Frank 
Leveroni,  Jerome  D.  Greene,  Mrs.  James  J. 
Storrow,  Sr.,  Samuel  Codman,  the  Rev.  John  M. 
McCann,  William  James,  Mark  A.  De Wolfe  Howe, 
the  Misses  Frances,  Harriet  and  Isabella  Curtis, 
David  Cheever,  M.  D.,  former  Judge  Kenneth 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Carl  Dreyfus,  MacFie  Campbell, 
M.  D.,  and  Charles  Collins,  architect  for  'The 
Cloisters.'") 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  I  am  heartily 
in  accord  with  Councilor  Kelly's  order,  particularly 
after  the  opportunity  that  the  Council  was  given 
to  see  the  other  day  moving  pictures  in  this 
chamber,  shown  by  the  Health  Nursing  Associa- 
tion of  the  Health  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  These  moving  pictures  and  the  lecture 
with  them  were  very  illuminating  as  showing  the 
good  work  now  being  performed  by  the  Health 
Department,  particularly  in  so  far  as  health 
units  are  concerned.  I  feel  that  those  at  that 
particular  meeting,  irrespective  as  to  whether  the 
money  in  the  fund  could  be  provided  for  the 
purchase  of  these  art  objects  were  all  convinced 
from  the  pictures  shown  to  us,  that  the  money 
could  not  be  better  spent  than  upon  these  health 
units.  With  such  wonderful  work  along  tuber- 
culosis and  other  lines,  as  was  shown,  work  now 
being  done  and  that  can  be  very  much  added  to, 
I  am  sure  that  the  members  of  the  Council  present 
were  convinced,  and  I  feel  that  the  trustees 
themselves,  as  represented  by  our  President  on 
that  day,  will  be  convinced,  that  this  money 
should  be  spent,  not  for  museum  pieces,  statues 
or  otherwise,  but  for  more  health  units  in  the  City 
of  Boston. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  I  am 
greatly  pleased  that  the  councilor  from  Ward  12 
(Coun.  Taylor)  shows  such  enthusiasm  for  the 
order  introduced  by  the  councilor  from  Ward  15 
(Coun.  Kelly).  The  councilors  from  Wards  12 
and  15  represent  districts  which  are  not  dissimilar 
to  the  district  I  represent,  where  many  people  are 
engaged  in  so-called  occupational  trades  and  where 
men  and  women  work  in  closed  shops,  with  poor 
ventilation,  and  live  in  homes  where  they  receive 
very  little  attention  so  far  as  their  health  needs 
are  concerned.  This  order  brings  to  my  mind  a 
mass  meeting  held  in  this  very  chamber  not 
very  long  ago  where  the  George  Robert  White 
Fund  Trustees  obtained  the  opinion  of  representa- 
tives of  the  public  as  to  what  the  money  provided 
under  the  will  of  George  Robert  White  should 
be  expended  for,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  will,  whether  for  purposes  of  utility  or 
beauty.  I  believe  the  opinions  of  the  public  as 
expressed  at  that  meeting  showed  very  clearly  that, 
generally  speaking,  not  a  single  penny  of  money 
from  the  George  Robert  White  Fund  should  be 
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spent  for  the  purchase  of  art  objects  or  for  building 
an  art  museum,  so  long  as  one  child  in  the  City 
of  Boston  was  not  receiving  proper  health  aid 
and  attention.  I  know  that  there  are  children 
in  Boston  today — and  I  do  not  refer  simply  to 
my  own  ward,  but  to  many  wards  of  the  city — 
where  the  people  are  badly  in  need  of  medical 
care  and  attention,  there  being  many  cases  of 
children  who  cannot  be  taken  by  their  mothers 
to  the  central  hospital,  but  who  do  seriously  need 
medical  care,  and  who  might  well  be  taken  to  so- 
called  health  units  or  clinics  established  in  various 
parts  of  the  city.  Why  not  have  more  of  these 
baby  clinics  and  White  health  units  than  there 
are  at  the  present  time?  For  example,  dental 
units  where  people  can  have  their  teeth  looked 
after,  it  being  generally  recognized  that  the  care 
of  the  teeth  has  such  an  important  bearing  on 
health;  where  mothers  in  need  of  pre-natal 
care  and  protection  can  go  from  their  homes  and 
receive  necessary  and  vital  attention?  I  feel  that 
there  is  great  need  of  health  centers,  baby  clinics, 
things  of  that  kind,  and  I  am  so  expressing  myself 
because  it  is  a  matter  very  dear  to  me;  and  I 
would  impress  on  the  Body  the  fact  that  there  is  a 
definite  connection  between  our  Boston  City 
Hospital  and  the  health  clinics.  I  strongly  believe 
that  money  spent  for  these  health  units  will  lead 
to  a  lessened  cost  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital, 
probably  with  the  result  that  there  will  be  no 
greater  cost  to  the  City  of  Boston,  and  that  the 
people  will  be  far  healthier  if  we  provide  these 
units.  I  sincerely  hope  that  before  1940  passes 
away,  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  see  fit  to  sit  down 
with  the  trustees  of  the  George  Robert  White  Fund 
and  perhaps  pioneer  in  this  field  of  preventive 
medicine. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON'— Mr.  President,  in  my 
section  also  the  need  for  a  health  unit  is  great.  We 
certainly  found  out  through  the  motion  pictures 
that  were  furnished  by  the  Health  Department 
that  that  is  one  of  the  biggest  fields  for  intelligent 
effort  and  work  that  can  be  provided  in  any  city. 
We  were  informed  also  that  a  health  unit  costs 
only  $20,000  a  year  to  maintain.  With  these  facts 
before  us  I  don't  see  why  the  trustees  should  not 
go  ahead  and  put  in  such  a  health  unit  as  is  pro- 
posed in  Dorchester,  and  possibly  these  other 
sections  of  our  city.  It  will  help  the  children  and 
their  mothers,  and  will  help  other  people  also,  and 
it  is  certainly  time  that  they  had  one  out  there  in 
Ward  15. 

Coun.  WICKES— Mr.  President,  I  want  to  go 
on  record,  as  the  councilor  from  Ward  17,  as 
favoring  such  a  health  unit  as  this  order  proposes. 
We  have  a  health  service  in  Ward  17,  and  I  know 
something  about  the  work  it  performs.  It  is  in 
Codman  square,  and  they  are  taking  care  of  babies. 
Every  week  you  see  a  great  many  mothers  taking 
their  babies  there  of  an  afternoon,  and  I  have  had 
frequent  occasion  to  see  what  is  going  on  there. 
For  a  quarter  of  a  mile  you  will  see  mothers,  rain 
or  shine,  with  their  baby  carriages,  from  Codman 
square  to  Norfolk  street,  going  there  and  waiting 
for  treatment.  I  have  been  asking  for  further 
facilities  along  the  same  line,  but  have  not  got 
them  yet.  But  the  people  of  Dorchester,  within 
easy  reach  of  that  unit,  are  certainly  going  there 
and  taking  advantage  of  it.  It  was  some  time, 
however,  before  the  people  of  Dorchester  got  this 
unit.  About  the  time  of  my  election  I  had  been 
trying  to  have  something  done,  but  was  told  that 
there  was  no  money.  Shortly  afterward  my 
father  was  killed  near  the  same  spot,  and  then  it 
was  put  in.  Of  course,  the  taxpayers'  league,  or 
whatever  it  may  be  called,  is  always  against  this 
sort  of  thing,  and  against  lights,  in  fact,  a  great 
many  things  that  the  people  really  need.  So  I 
trust  that  we  will  have  some  of  these  health  units 
in  Dorchester,  including  another  one  in  Ward  17, 
and  I  just  want  to  go  on  record  today  as  saying 
that  I  expect  both  of  these  next  year.  I  hope  the 
Honorable  Body,  when  I  put  the  order  in  for  the 
fourth  time,  will  vote  in  favor  of  it.  I  know  that 
a  number  of  members  of  the  Council  feel  that  we 
should  have  this,  and  the  people  of  Dorchester  say 
that  we  should  have  it,  but.  somebody  has  previous- 
ly said  that  we  should  not  have  it.  I  trust  that  the 
Council  will  vote  unanimously  in  favor  of  this 
and  other  health  units  in  different  parts  of  the  city. 
I  don't  care  where  the  money  comes  from,  whether 
from  the  George  Robert  White  Fund  or  through 
W.  P.  A.,  but  I  do  trust  that  we  will  have  them  as 
soon  as  possible. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SHUTTING   OFF  WATER. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be   requested,   through   his   Honor  the   Mayor,   to 
investigate   the    shutting    off   of   water    for    1940 
bills  without  sufficient  notice. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


HON.    DAVID    M.    OWTENS,    LEGISLATIVE 
AGENT. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
wish  at  this  time  to  compliment  his  Honor,  Mayor 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  for  appointing  the  Honorable 
David  M.  Owens  of  Ward  9  to  the  position  of 
Legislative  Agent  for  the  City  of  Boston.  The 
citizens  of  Ward  9  join  with  me  in  indorsing  this 
well-merited  appointment.  David  M.  Owens 
represents  the  type  of  person  living  in  Ward  9. 
His  scholastic  record  at  Boston  Latin  School, 
Harvard  College  and  Harvard  Law  School  are 
the  highest.  His  legal  and  legislative  experience 
mark  him  as  ably  qualified  to  represent  the  city's 
interest  at  the  State  House.  In  honoring  David  M. 
Owens  the  Mayor  has  not  only  honored  Ward  9 
but  has  brought  credit  to  himself  throughout  the 
City  of  Boston. 


PAYMENT    IN    ADVANCE    OF 
CHRISTMAS. 

(dun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Director  of  Public  Welfare 
be  instructed,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
pay  all  recipients  of  Welfare,  Aid  to  Dependent 
Children  and  Old  Age  Assistance  before  Christmas; 
and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  be  instructed  to  pay  all  regular 
municipal  employees  before  the  Christmas  holidays. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


APPROPRIATION    FOR    SOCIAL    LAW 
LIBRARY. 

Coun.  TAYLOR  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  Social  Law  Library  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000)  for  the  maintenance 
and  enlargement  of  said  library,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  County  of  Suffolk, 
Social  Law  Library. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  this  is  a 
customary  order,  passed  every  year.  The  appro- 
priation has  already  been  made.  Other  counties 
do  the  same  thing,  so  far  as  their  libraries  are 
concerned,  and  the  City  of  Boston  has  done  it  for 
many  years,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  the 
Social  Law  Library  of  Suffolk  County. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


NOTIFICATION  TO  COUNCIL  OF  LIQUOR 
LICENSE   HEARINGS. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Licensing  Board  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  com- 
ply with  the  request  contained  in  the  City  Council 
order  of  May  G,  1940,  with  reference  to  notifying 
members  of  the  City  Council  of  all  hearings  to  be 
held  by  said  Board  on  applications  for  liquor 
licenses  in  their  respective  districts. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  on  May  G 
this  Council  passed  an  order  requesting  the 
Licensing  Board  to  notify  members  of  the  Council 
of  any  hearings  to  be  held  on  the  granting  of 
licenses  in  their  respective  districts.  As  I  say, 
that  order  was  adopted.  Every  newspaper  in 
my  district  came  out  with  the  story  last  week  that 
the  Orient  Heights  section,  one  of  the  nicest 
sections  of  the  City  of  Boston,  although  now 
known  as  "Rum  Row," — which  has  already  had 
twelve  liquor  licenses  granted  within  a  radius  of 
500  yards, — is  now  to  have  a  thirteenth  license 
granted.  In  that  very  vicinity  is  one  convent, 
one  Catholic  school,  three  public  schools  and  three 
churches,  and  still,  as  I  say,  within  the  past  week 
the  Licensing  Board  have  granted  a  thirteenth 
license  in  that  very  vicinity.     Of  course,   I  was 
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not  notified  about  it  and  did  not  know  about  it 
until  the  license  was  granted  and  the  place  pre- 
pared to  open.  Some  time  ago  I  went  before 
the  Licensing  Board  and  opposed  a  license  they 
had  granted  to  a  man  who  had  been  a  bootlegger, 
a  convicted  dope  peddler,  who  was  an  alien  and 
involved  in  a  $50,000  robbery.  Still,  Miss  Driscoll 
and  the  members  of  that  Board  saw  fit  to  grant 
the  license.  Only  last  week  Miss  Driscoll  chastised 
a  member  of  the  Legislature  for  appearing  against 
a  Sunday  license  for  a  restaurant,  after  criticism 
based  on  the  fact  that  an  investigation  showed 
that  it  was  a  haven  for  a  number  pool  racket  and 
all  that  sort  of  thing.  Still,  after  that  she  went 
ahead  and  granted  the  license.  I  think  if  the 
members  of  the  Council  were  notified  in  regard  to 
hearings  coming  before  the  Board  on  applications 
for  liquor  licenses  in  their  respective  districts,  they 
would  be  of  a  good  deal  of  help  in  the  matter,  be- 
cause they  would  be  familiar  with  the  abuses,  with 
what  was  carried  on  in  such  places,  and  their 
assistance  in  the  matter  would  be  very  helpful 
where  somebody  was  trying  to  put  something  over. 
I  think  50  per  cent  or  better  of  the  men  who  have 
obtained  liquor  licenses  from  the  Board  have  been 
bootleggers,  convicted  dope  peddlers,  or  aliens. 
When  prohibition  went  out,  these  licenses  for 
liquor  places  went  to  anybody  who  had  the  price 
to  hire  the  right  attorneys.  I  made  the  statement 
before  the  Legislature,  and  had  proof,  that  the 
licenses  were  always  sold  to  the  highest  bidder. 
When  the  Licensing  Board  first  granted  the  licenses, 
a  certain  number  were  supposed  to  be  granted  in 
each  section,  and,  of  course,  everybody  who  wanted 
a  license,  and  was  willing  to  pay  certain  attorneys, 
would  obtain  a  license  in  a  particular  district.  I 
think  myself  that  Miss  Driscoll  and  the  members 
of  the  Board  should  be  investigated,  because  the 
same  condition  must  exist  now  that  existed  then. 
Nobody  in  the  district,  a  Representative  or  other- 
wise, is  notified,  when  a  hearing  is  to  be  held,  as 
the  result  of  which  a  license  will  be  granted.  No 
notice  whatever  is  given.  But  when  we  have 
twelve  rum  joints  within  a  radius  of  500  yards, 
and  when  there  is  now  to  be  a  thirteenth  license 
in  that  same  district,  I  think  it  is  time  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  about  it.  I  think  when 
these  licenses  are  asked  for  and  a  hearing  is  to  be 
given,  the  Licensing  Board  should  not  only  notify 
members  of  the  Council  but  also  members  of 
the  Legislature  representing  the  immediate 
vicinity  where  the  granting  of  the  license  is  pro- 
posed. Certainly,  something  is  wrong  when, 
I  reiterate,  50  per  cent  of  the  licenses  that  have 
been  granted  in  Boston  have  been  granted  to 
bootleggers,  convicted  dope  peddlers,  rum  runners 
or  aliens.  When  the  licenses  were  first  granted, 
they  were  taken  out  in  the  name  of  some  bar- 
tender working  for  the  man  who  was  looking  for 
the  license,  or  some  name  other  than  his  own  was 
used.  They  now  usually  take  the  name  of  some- 
body else,  but  if  you  investigate  you  will  find 
that  more  than  fifty  per  cent  of  those  holding  the 
licenses  are  former  bootleggers,  convicted  dope 
peddlers  or  aliens. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  had  about  a 
year  ago  a  very  sad  experience.  The  officers  of 
the  Licensing  Board  considered  granting  a  license 
for  a  liquor  store  directly  opposite  Trinity  Church, 
possibly  thirty  feet  away.  The  Licensing  Board 
had  one  hearing,  and  there  was  objection  from 
the  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  the  John  Hancock  Life  Insurance 
Company  and  various  representatives  of  the 
district,  including  myself,  and  quite  a  number  of 
residents  in  the  district  wrote  to  the  Licensing 
Board  to  the  effect  that  the  license  should  not  be 
granted,  that  the  whole  thing  was  very  unsatis- 
factory. They  waited  three  or  four  weeks,  and 
then  did  a  very  unusual  thing.  They  held  a 
second  hearing,  and  at  that  time  Trinity  Church 
was  represented  by  Robert  Treat  Paine,  who 
appeared  and  most  strenuously  objected  to  the 
granting  of  the  license.  That  license  would  have 
been  granted,  Mr.  President,  without  that  earnest 
and  substantial  protest.  I  believe  that  the  Boston 
Licensing  Board  abuse  their  discretionary  power 
in  granting  licenses  in  the  near  vicinity  of  churches, 
schools  and  the  like,  and  that  in  doing  so  they  are 
guilty  of  gross  mismanagement  of  their  office. 
Mr.  President,  it  is  only  proper  that  the  members 
of  this  City  Council  should  be  given  notice  of  any 
pending  application  for  such  a  license  before  the 
Boston  Licensing  Board.  Those  duly  elected  to 
be  members  of  this  Body  represent  the  people  in 
their  respective  communities,  and  I  know  that 
each  member  here  is  better  qualified  to  voice  the 
opinions  of  the  people  of  his  district  as  to  whether 


or  not  certain  licenses  should  be  granted  than 
anybody  else.  I  know  that  in  many  sections  of 
my  district  there  are  licenses  which  have  been 
granted  which  any  reasonable  man  would  say 
represented  a  gross  abuse  of  the  Licensing  Board's 
discretionary  power.  Therefore,  I  sincerely  hope 
that  in  the  future  the  Licensing  Board  will  endeavor 
to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  people  in  the  respective 
communities  where  applications  for  licenses  are 
pending.  I  trust  that  they  will  not  only  notify 
the  members  of  the  City  Council  but  the  Repre- 
sentatives and  Senators  at  the  State  House,  and 
also  each  and  every  church  in  the  district.  I 
think  it  is  only  proper  that  the  Boston  Licensing 
Board  should  try  to  ascertain  the  sentiment  of  the 
people  where  a  license  is  pending  before  voting  to 
even  consider  an  application. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Council  I  want  to  say  that,  in  regard 
to  any  application  for  a  new  license  or  a  change  in 
my  district,  I  have  been  informed  by  the  Licensing 
Board. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  would  ask 
how  you  were  notified  in  regard  to  the  hearing. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  was  notified  by  mail  of 
any  hearing  that  might  come  up. 

Coun.  COFFEY — In  that  particular  case  it 
might  be  an  instance  of  somebody  applying  for  a 
license  where  the  circumstances  were  such  that 
they  may  have  seen  fit  to  notify  the  councilor  from 
the  district.  That  is,  ft  might  have  been  a  section 
where  there  would  not  be  opposition.  But  in  this 
section  I  have  mentioned,  in  East  Boston,  within 
a  radius  of  500  yards,  we  now  have  twelve  places 
dispensing  liquor,  and  in  that  immediate  section 
we  have  one  Catholic  and  three  public  schools,  a 
convent  and  three  churches,  and  within  the  past 
week  the  Licensing  Board  has  granted  a  thirteenth 
license  in  that  vicinity.  That  is  the  reason  why  I 
object  so  strenuously.  Then,  take  a  liquor  store 
which  has  just  transferred  a  license.  I  did  not 
mention  that.  But  there  are  also  three  such 
cases  in  my  district  where  licenses  have  been 
granted  within  the  past  month,  and  I  have  not 
received  any  notice  of  it.  I  think,  also,  the 
councilor  from  Ward  18  can  verify  the  fact  that 
there  has  been  a  similar  case  in  his  district. 

Coun.  LYONS — Mr.  President,  I  don't  know 
why  the  councilor  from  Ward  1  (Coun.  Coffey) 
has  not  gone  up  to  the  Licensing  Board  and  asked 
them  to  notify  him  of  such  cases,  because  when  I 
went  up  there  they  put  my  name  on  the  list,  and 
I  am  to  be  so  notified.  I  think  each  member  here 
can  do  the  same  thing,  and  you  will  then  be 
notified  that  the  hearing  is  to  be  held  on  a  certain 
day  in  a  certain  room.  I  believe  they  are  very 
courteous  up  there  at  all  times.  "  I  have  found 
them  so,  and  my  name  is  on  the  list.  So  I  think 
the  other  members  here,  if  they  are  not  so  notified, 
can  do  the  same  thing.  Miss  Driscoll  is  a  very 
lovely  woman,  and  I  know  that  she  will  do  every- 
thing she  can  to  help  the  Representatives  in  the 
House  or  the  Senate  or  the  members  of  the  Boston 
City  Council  in  this  matter. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  if  I  rempmber 
correctly)  the  Chase  order,  which  has  been  referred 
to,  requested  the  Board  to  notify  each  member 
of  the  Council  of  applications  for  licenses  in  his 
ward.     Is  that  correct? 

President  GALVIN— That  is  correct. 

Coun.  CHASE — Well,  then,  the  Licensing 
Board  has  seen  fit  to  ignore  the  City  Council's 
request. 

Coun.  LYONS— Mr.  President,  I  don't  think 
the  law  requires  them  to  do  it,  but  I  would  suggest 
that  those  who  want  to  go  up  there  and  request 
that  it  be  done  will  be  notified. 

Coun.  CHASE— Well,  Mr.  President,  I  suggest 
that,  inasmuch  as  we  have  requested  that  we  be 
notified, — we,  the  people  representing  the  people 
of  Boston  in  their  respective  wards, — the  Licensing 
Board  should  positively  pay  some  attention  to  the 
reasonable  request  of  this  Body.  I  think  we 
are  at  least  entitled  to  the  courtesy  of  notifica- 
tion, especially  when  the  Body  has  requested 
notification. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  of  course  I 
cannot  sit  here  quietly  and  have  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  20  suggest  that  we  personally  go  up  to 
the  Licensing  Board  and  ask  Miss  Driscoll  to 
notify  us  of  these  hearings  when  we  know  that 
those  having  the  price  can  get  a  license  to  sell 
liquor  without  any  trouble  from  that  Board. 
I  don't  know  why  we  should  be  expected  to  go  up 
there  and  see  her.  We  are  supposed  to  be  an 
executive  body  passing  on  everything  that  comes 
before  us  pertaining  to  city  affairs.     But  it  seems 
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that  we  haven't  even  the  power  to  award  our- 
selves a  two-cent  stamp.  We  cannot  even  sum- 
mon the  head  of  a  department  here  and  try  to  get 
him  to  come  before  us  without  being  abused. 
And  none  of  them  will  come  unless  they  feel  so 
disposed.  We  cannot  even  have  the  trustees  of  the 
City  Hospital  come  down  here  before  one  of  our 
committees,  but  have  to  go  up  there  before  them, 
and  they  would  not  even  pay  any  attention  to  as 
if  they  then  were  not  so  disposed.  And  in  the 
meantime,  so  far  as  Miss  Driscoll  is  concerned, 
under  her  nose  one  member  of  the  Licensing  Board 
is  selling  licenses  at  $1,000  or  $1,200,  without  any 
reference  to  the  Board.  I  don't  know  how  that 
happens,  but  within  a  few  months  liquor  licenses 
have  been  sold  unknown  to  the  members.  I 
would  like  to  know  who  some  of  the  attorneys 
are  who  are  now  working  with  their  Licensing 
Board  and  getting  licenses  or  transfers  for  their 
so-called  clients,  as  I  suppose  they  call  them,  and  I 
would  again  repeat,  what  I  have  already  said, 
that  more  than  half  of  the  licenses  that  have  been 
issued  have  been  issued  to  bootleggers,  convicted 
dope  peddlers  and  aliens. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President,  so  far  as  Miss 
Driscoll  is  concerned,  I  have  always  found  her 
more  than  fair  to  everybody,  and  I  believe  she  has 
that  general  reputation.  In  regard  to  illegal  acts 
going  on  under  her  nose,  I  think  she  and  other 
members  of  the  Board,  when  they  find  anything 
improper  going  on,  would«be  the  first  to  call  I  he 
attention  of  the  authorities  to  it;  and,  so  far  as 
liquor  licenses  being  sold  by  any  individual  mem- 
ber of  the  Board,  without  reference  to  the  other 
members,  certainly  the  councilor  is  wrong  in 
that  matter.  Are  they  rubber  stamps?  I  think 
not. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  of  course  we 
can  take  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8  (Coun.  Hurley)  with  a  grain  of  salt, 
inasmuch  as  he  is  in  the  liquor  business  and  will 
come  up  for  a  license  within  a  month. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON 
ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  LYONS,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  ordinance  (referred  November  2.5) 
prohibiting  unnecessary  noise — that  same  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  ordinance  passed. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON     SOLDIERS' 
RELIEF. 

Coun.  ENGLERT,  for  the  Committee  on  Sol- 
diers' Relief,  submitted  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers 
and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston 
for  the  month  of  December. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


AMENDMENTS  TO  CIVIL  SERVICE 
REGULATIONS. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  hearing  conducted  this  morning 
in  the  Gardner  Auditorium  of  the  State  House 
relative  to  proposed  changes  and  amendments 
in  Civil  Service  Rules,  was  conducted  by  the 
Civil  Service  Commission  contrary  to  the  General 
Laws  of  the  Commonwealth;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
urge  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the 
members  of  the  Executive  Council  to  withhold 
any  action  on  these  proposed  changes  of  civil 
service  regulations  until  such  time  as  the  matter 
is  properly  advertised  and  public  hearings  con- 
ducted as  required  by  law. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President,  I  introduced 
an  order  here  last  week  asking  that  the  members 
of  the  Boston  City  Council  be  furnished  copies 
of  the  proposed  changes  in  the  Civil  Service  Rides. 
I  find  that  nobody  has  received  a  copy  of  these 
proposed  rules.  At  the  hearing  this  morning, 
when  it  was  opened  by  the  chairman,  a  meeting 
at  which  the  full  membership  of  the  Board  was 
not  present,  after  the  hearing  has  gotten  under 
way,    I   rose   and   objected   to   the   hearing   being 


held.  I  objected  on  the  ground  that  the  meeting 
was  illegal  as  much  of  the  proposed  regulations 
had  not  been  advertised  legally,  the  more  so, 
inasmuch  as  after  arriving  at  the  Gardner  Audi- 
torium we  were  presented  with  this  paper,  pointing 
out  "Typographical  Errors  to  be  Corrected  in  the 
Proposed  Revision  of  the  Civil  Service  Rules," 
meaning  that  after  the  previous  newspaper  pub- 
lication the  commission,  at  its  meeting  on  December 
10,  voted  to  correct  the  typographical  errors  in 
the  proposed  revision  of  the  Civil  Service  Rules, 
as  printed,  without  any  further  notification  to  the 
public. 

(Coun.  Hurley  had  inserted  in  the  minutes  the 
paper  referred  to,  as  follows: 

"Typographical    Errors    to    be    Corrected    in    the 
Proposed  Revision  of  the  Civil  Service  Rules. 
December  10,  1940. 
"The   Civil  Service  Commission  at  its  meeting 
on   December   10   voted   to   correct   the   following 
typographical  errors  in  the  proposed  revision  of  the 
Civil  Service  Rules,  as  printed: 

"Rule  3,  Class  39.  To  be  amended  by  inserting 
after  the  word  'except'  in  the  last  line  the  words 
'female  reformatory  officer  in  the,'  so  that  the 
last  clause  will  read  as  follows:  'except  female 
reformatory  officer  in  the  Reformatory  for  Women.' 
"Rule  3,  Class  43,  referring  to  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment in  Boston,  should  be  numbered  Class  42. 

"Rule  3,  Class  47.  The  titles  in  the  various 
grades  in  Class  47  should  be  separated  into  three 
groups,  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"Class  47.  Examiner  of  claims,  analyst,  and 
employment  registrar. 

Grade  1.     Examiner  of  claims. 
(Irade  2.     Superintendent  of  claims. 
CJrade  3.     District  superintendent  of  claims. 
Grade  4.     Supervisor     of     claims,     assistant 
unemployment   compensation  and  employment 
service  supervisor. 

Grade  5.     Assistant  director  of  claims. 
Grade  6.     Director  of  claims. 

Grade  1.  Junior  unemployment  compensa- 
tion analyst. 

Grade  2.  Unemployment  compensation 
analyst. 

Grade  3.  Senior  unemployment  compensa- 
tion analyst. 

Grade  4.  Assistant  supervisor  of  unemploy- 
ment compensation  analysts,  assistant  unem- 
ployment compensation  and  employment  service 
supervisor. 

Grade  5.  Supervisor  of  unemployment  com- 
pensation analysts. 

Grade  1.     Junior  employment  registrar. 

Grade  2.     Senior  employment  registrar. 

Grade  3.     Employment  office  manager. 

Grade  4.  Employment  service  district  super- 
intendent, assistant  unemployment  compensa- 
tion and  employment  service  supervisor. 

Grade  5.     Employment  service  supervisor. 

"Rule  3,  Class  64.  Strike  out  the  words 
'industrial  accident  investigator,  motor  fuel 
sales  investigator,'  which  are  included  in  Class 
49  and  in  Class  50,  respectively. 

"Ride  19,  Section  5.  Insert  the  word  'succes- 
sive' after  the  word  'two'  and  before  the  word 
'calendar.' 

"Rule  30,  Class  7.  The  word  'dishers'  should 
be  'dieners.' 

"Rule  30,  Class  12.  The  words  'except  those 
in  other  classes'  should  be  stricken  out. 

"Rule  30,  Class  13.  Insert  after  the  word 
'maids'  in  the  first  line  the  words  'except  those 
in  other  classes." 

A  true  copy.     Attest: 

John  C.  Gilbert, 
Executive  Secretary.") 

Coun.  HLTRLEY — So  far  as  the  suggestion  or 
motion  made  to  postpone  the  hearing  was  con- 
cerned, the  chairman  said  that  the  full  Board  was 
not  sitting  at  the  time,  and  that  he  would  have 
to  wait  for  the  full  Board  to  be  present  before  he 
could  act  on  the  motion.  He  then  immediately 
proceeded  to  call  witnesses,  and  three  or  four 
made  their  appearance.  But  the  sitting  members 
of  the  Board  still  remained  three,  he  then  saying 
that  those  sitting  could  make  a  decision,  and  they 
rejected  the  motion  of  Councilor  Hurley  that  the 
hearing  be  postponed,  ruling  that  it  must  go  on, — 
notwithstanding    the    fact    that    under    the    civil 
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service  law,  General  Laws,  chapter  13,  in  section 
3,  it  is  provided  that: 

"No  rule  or  regulation,  and  no  change  in  any 
rule  or  regulation  shall  be  submitted  for  approval 
by  the  Governor  and  Council  hereunder  until  after 
a  public  hearing  relative  thereto  has  been  held 
by  the  commission.  Not  later  than  fifteen  days 
before  such  hearing  the  commission  shall  send 
notice  thereof  to  each  member  of  the  General 
Court  and  to  the  Mayor  of  each  city  and  the 
selectmen  of  each  town  to  which  such  rule,  regu- 
lation or  change  relates,  and  shall  also  publish  the 
same  in  one  or  more  newspapers." 

This  ad,  to  which  I  referred  last  week,  regarding 
the  proposed  change  of  rules,  was  set  forth  in  the 
Boston  Herald  on  November  30,  and  this  sheet 
that  has  been  given  out,  to  which  I  have  just 
referred,  is  dated  December  10.  This  reads, 
under  date  of  December  10,  1940: 

"The  Civil  Service  Commission  at  its  meeting  on 
December  10  voted  to  correct  the  following 
typographical  errors  in  the  proposed  revision  of 
the  Civil  Service  Rules,  as  printed." 

It  then  goes  on  to  tell  what  the  amendments  are 
and  also  to  add  to  the  rules  and  regulations.  I 
think  the  law  states  clearly  that  all  rules  and 
regulations  must  be  published.  This  was  not 
published,  although  it  is  amending  and  adding 
to  the  Civil  Service  Rules,  in  which  so  many 
people  in  Boston  and  in  other  parts  of  the  state 
are  interested.  There  is  a  rumor  going  around 
that  the  meeting  of  the  Council  tomorrow  will 
be  the  last  meeting  of  the  Republican-controlled 
Council.  They  had  this  hearing  today  and  are 
going  to  continue  it  and  finish  it  before  the  Demo- 
cratic Council  comes  in,  so  that  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Governor  and  Council  tomorrow  or  Wednesday, 
they  will  submit  these  rules,  passed  by  the  com- 
mission and  signed  by  the  Governor  and  approved 
by  the  Council,  turning  the  whole  thing  over  to 
the  incoming  Legislature,  after  the  rules  as  they 
have  stood  will  be  changed  to  suit  Mr.  Lupien. 
As  I  stated  last  week,  the  poor  women  who  do 
scrubbing  work  and  who  really  had  a  contract  with 
the  state  that  was  renewed  every  year  will  now 
find  that  their  position  is  changed,  that  they  will 
no  longer  have  the  standing  that  they  have  had, 
and  they  may  have  to  take  an  examination.  We 
all  know  the  number  of  people  in  Boston  on  the 
civil  service  who  are  asking  how  their  names 
stand  on  the  list.  I  have  them  coming  to  my 
home  constantly,  asking  how  they  stand,  and 
under  these  proposed  rulings  the  commission  may 
ask  the  women  to  submit  to  a  written  examination. 
That  certainly  is  not  fair  or  just.  All  through 
these  proposed  rules  are  loopholes  favoring  Mr. 
Lupien.  Those  who  have  set  out  to  hamper  people 
on  civil  service,  whatever  their  intention  was, 
have  certainly  done  a  masterly  job.  On  this  page 
that  I  referred  to  last  week,  in  the  Boston  Herald, 
setting  forth  these  rules,  in  type  that  would  never 
attract  the  attention  of  the  ordinary  reader, 
it  says  "Legal  Advertisement,"  and  then  goes  on. 
I  spoke  to  Representatives  and  Senators  from 
Boston  this  morning,  asking  whether  it  was  called 
to  their  attention,  and  those  who  did  get  the 
Boston  Herald  on  that  morning  and  who  glanced 
at  the  advertisement,  simply  thought  it  was  an 
application  for  a  liquor  license.  If  they  intended 
to  deceive  the  people,  it  was  certainly  a  great  job. 
This  matter  has  been  under  consideration  by 
the  commission  for  a  year  and  a  half,  and  yet  they 
expect  the  ordinary  lay  person  to  understand  it  in 
two  weeks.  It  would  take  a  very  sharp,  clever 
attorney  to  go  over  the  thing  and  get  a  fair  idea  of 
it  even  in  two  months.  It  is  an  apparent  attempt 
to  defeat  the  purpose  of  the  civil  service,  and  in 
spite  of  the  request  this  morning  that  the  hearing 
be  postponed,  the  members  of  the  Board  present — 
and  it  was  not  the  full  Board — turned  down  that 
motion  and  decided  to  go  on.  They  intend  to 
finish  the  thing  up  this  week,  tomorrow  or  Wednes- 
day, at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Republican  Council, 
and  after  the  first  of  January,  when  the  Democrats 
will  have  a  majority  in  the  Council,  they  cannot 
help  themselves.  I  certainly  trust  that  the 
Council  will  pass  this  resolution,  asking  the 
Governor  and  the  Executive  Council  to  withhold 
any  action  on  these  proposed  changes  of  civil 
service  regulations  until  such  time  as  the  matter 
is  properly  advertised  and  public  hearings  con- 
ducted as  required  by  law. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  I  heartily  agree 
with  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8.  Although  a  Democrat,  I  have  a  great 
deal  of  confidence  in  the  spirit  of  fair  play  that  has 
always  been  shown  by  Governor  Saltonstall.     I 


think  sometimes  he  is  put  on  the  spot,  because 
of  the  haste  with  which  changes  of  this  sort  are 
put  through.  I  was  at  the  State  House  this 
morning  and  was  amazed  to  find  that  apparently 
this  matter  was  not  going  to  be  given  fair  publicity. 
In  the  interest  of  fair  play,  therefore,  I  certainly 
trust  that  there  will  be  a  withholding  of  action 
until  such  time  as  this  matter  is  properly  adver- 
tised and  public  hearings  conducted  as  required  by 
law,  so  that  the  public  may  have  a  chance  to  realize 
the  situation.  I  hope  and  trust  that  Governor 
Saltonstall  will  step  in  and  not  allow  undue  haste 
in  making  these  changes  in  the  Civil  Service  Rules 
and  regulations. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


EXPANSION  OF  SOUTH  BOSTON  HEALTH 
UNIT   FACILITIES. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  SCANNELL  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  make  a  survey  with  a  view  to  expanding 
the  present  Health  Unit  facilities  in  South  Boston, 
particularly  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  will  be  a 
greater  number  of  children  living  in  South  Boston 
as  a  result  of  the  new  housing  project. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NAMING    OF    SQUARE    FOR    MONSIGNOR 
PATTERSON. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  and  LINEHAN  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
name  a  square  or  way  in  the  new  South  Boston 
housing  area  in  honor  of  the  late  Monsignor 
George  W.  Patterson. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TOBOGGAN   SLIDE,    MARINE   PARK. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Park    Commission    be    re- 
quested, through    his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  erect 
a  toboggan  slide  in  Marine  Park,  South  Boston. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

By  direction  of  President  GALVIN  the  Council 
took  a  recess  at  4.07  p.  m.,  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
President  GALVIN  at  4.25  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN,  for  the  Executive 
Committee,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  appropriating  $645,  to  be  expended 
by  Art  Department,  for  permanent  marker  desig- 
nating original  site  of  first  School  for  Blind,  said 
amount  to  be  charged  to  income  of  Phillips  Street 
Fund — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  20, 
nays  0. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  appropriating  $7,000  for  armory 
rentals  and  maintenance — that  the  order  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON    LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  Margaret  Scannell  (referred 
November  25)  for  driveway  opening  at  240  Med- 
ford  street,  Ward  2. 

Report  accepted;  said  petition  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


CRITICISM   OF   LEAGUE   OF   WOMEN 
VOTERS. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  GALVIN — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  gentleman  may  proceed. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB—  Mr.  President,  I  have  ob- 
served during  this  session  of  the  City  Council  a 
distinguished  and  charming  visitor,  representing 
the  League  of  Women  Voters,  which  league,  dur- 
ing the  past  few  weeks,  has  devoted  a  good  deal 
of  its  time  to  consideration  of  the  ability  or  lack 
of  ability  of  the  members  of  this  Honorable  Body. 
I  refer  particularly  to  the  results  of  that  con- 
sideration shown  in  a  recent  public  address  by 
Miss  McSweeney,  in  which  she  accused  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Body  of  being  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  errand  boys,  and  as  being  of  very  little  use 
in  the  functions  of  the  city  government.  Well, 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  League  of  Women 
Voters,  may  be  a  serious  crime,  but  I  cannot  but 
feel  honored  by  the  title  of  "errand  boy,"  because 
errand  boys  can  do  so  many  things  that  Miss 
McSweeney  might  not  know  about,  things  that 
do  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  Council  during  the 
Council  meetings,  but  might  be  of  considerable 
importance  in  so  far  as  the  well-being  of  our  con- 
stituents is  concerned.  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
attending  a  recent  reception  given  by  the  League 
of  Women  Voters  to  the  newly  elected  members  of 
the  General  Court.  At  that  time  the  members 
of  the  Legislature  had  a  chance  to  hear  something 
about  what  was  then  occupying  the  valuable  time 
of  the  women,  about  proportional  representation, 
and  I  wondered,  after  attending  the  meeting  and 
after  listening  to  Miss  McSweeney,  why  the 
League  of  Women  Voters  now  spends  so  much 
time  criticizing  the  members  of  the  City  Council, 
accusing  them  of  being  "errand  boys,  'when  they 
might  occupy  their  time  more  usefully  in  an  effort 
to  help  us  to  help  the  people  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
There  has  been  much  criticism  of  everything  we 
do  by  this  league.  We  have  been  accused  of 
building  up  the  budget  by  asking  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  men  and  women  to  positions  in  the  City 
of  Boston;  we  have  been  accused  of  placing  an 
unnecessary  number  of  constables  in  the  city; 
we  have  been  accused  of  every  crime  that  a  mem- 
ber of  the  city  government  could  be  accused  of, 
and  I  say  unjustly.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  say 
for  the  benefit  of  Miss  McSweeney.  that  we  do 
more  to  help  people  outside  of  this  Body  than  we 
do  in  this  hall.  If  this  estimable  young  lady 
had  an  opportunity  to  go  into  the  homes  of 
members  of  this  Body  and  see  how  many  people 
are  being  helped  in  various  ways,  to  see  how  many 
people  in  the  various  districts  are  helped  by  their 
councilors  to  obtain  old  age  assistance,  mothers' 
aid,  welfare  and  W.  P.  A.  help,  I  think  she  would 
change  her  mind.  I  wonder  if,  after  seeing  all 
this,  she  would  not  feel  that  we  really  are  con- 
tributing in  a  large  measure  to  the  happiness  and 
benefit  of  the  people  of  Boston.  I  wonder  if  the 
League  of  Women  Voters,  in  their  conventions  and 
otherwise,  could  not  interest  themselves  in  things 
perhaps  a  little  more  important  to  the  people  of 
Boston  than  proportional  representation.  I  won- 
der if  they  might  not  see  fit  to  discuss,  for  instance, 
the  condition  of  the  people  in  city  institutions; 
whether  they  might  not  go  into  people's  homes 
and  see  them  in  their  homes,  people  who  are 
unemployed  and  unable  to  obtain  food  and 
•  shelter;  also  giving  a  little  of  their  time  to  the 
question  of  the  welfare  of  children.  We  find 
ourselves  very  busy  looking  after  delinquents  and 
other  people  in  city  institutions.  Why  doesn't 
the  League  of  Women  Voters  attack  these  matters 
at  their  root?  Why  don't  they  interest  them- 
selves in  the  various  relief  agencies  and  try  to 
help  the  men  of  this  Body  in  getting  assistance 
for  the  people  who  need  it,  something  which  rep- 
resents a  large  part  of  our  work  in  the  course 
of  a  year?  But  I  see  no  evidence  of  that  sort 
of  thing  in  the  doings  or  the  acts  of  the  members 
of  this  league.  If  we  are  nothing  but  errand  boys, 
are  the  members  of  this  league  making  a  greater 
contribution  to  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  this 
city  than  the  memDers  of  the  City  Council?  _  Of 
course,  we  welcome  criticism,  but  not  criticism 
that  is  not  constructive.  We  are  looking  for 
constructive  criticism,  not  for  the  sort  of  criticism 
that  we  sometimes  get  from  this  league  and  from 
a  taxpayers'  league  in  the  City  of  Boston.  I  dare 
say  members  of  this  Body,  in  the  course  of  a  year, 
help  many  thousands  of  people  who  need  it  to  get 
either  mothers'  aid,  old  age  assistance,  or  help  in 


some  other  form,  so  necessary  in  times  of  economic 
distress  such  as  these.  And  this,  mind  you,  is 
only  one  part  of  the  duties  of  a  City  Councilor. 
I  wonder  what  the  lady  members  of  the  league 
would  do  if  they  had,  as  I  have  had  recently, 
at  all  hours  of  the  day  or  night,  fifty,  one  hundred 
or  two  hundred  telephone  calls  from  people  who 
need  help.  I  suppose  they  would  simply  say  that 
they  could  not  be  bothered.  I  wonder  how  they 
would  feel  if  they  were  besieged  by  men  looking 
for  snow  shovelling  jobs  after  a  storm,  or  trying  to 
get  jobs  at  Camp  Devens,  Camp  Edwards,  or  the 
Army  Base?  I  would  like  Miss  McSweeney  to 
know  that  we  of  the  City  Council  would  appre- 
ciate helpful  or  constructive  suggestions  as  to  how 
the  members  of  the  City  Council  can  best  perform 
their  duties. 

Coun.  TAYLOR— Mr.  President,  I  ask 
for   unanimous   consent   to   make   a   statement. 

President  GALVIN — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the   gentleman    may   proceed. 

Coun.  TAYLOR — Mr.  President,  many  times 
before  I  have  had  occasion  to  get  upon  this  floor 
and  discuss  various  organizations  that  have 
come  before  this  Body  seeking  one  thing  and 
another,  whether  they  call  themselves  taxpayers' 
leagues  or  something  else.  We  have  had  other 
organizations  come  here  seeking  various  things, 
organizations  connected  with  the  League  of 
Women  Voters  or  otherwise.  They  are  all  of 
the  same  brand.  They  have  come  before  this 
Honorable  Body  and  requested  that  we  cut  the 
pay  of  city  employees,  for  instance,  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  the  money  in  the  pockets  of  the  wealthy. 
They  never  have  any  regard  for  the  people  who 
have  to  toil  for  a  living;  they  never  have 
any  regard  for  the  welfare  of  the  poor  and 
under-nourished.  Oh.no.  Margaret  McSweeney, 
who  has  made  these  statements  derogatory  to 
members  of  the  Boston  City  Council,  favors  a 
Council  of  nine,  so  that  this  city  can  be  governed 
by  nine  men  who  will  not  come  from  the  different 
districts  as  they  do  now,  but  who  might  all  come 
from  one  district,  and  who  will  never  pay  any 
attention,  perhaps,  to  the  different  districts  of  the 
city  as  they  now  stand,  represented  by  a  body  of 
twenty-two  members.  Margaret  says.  "All  I 
can  give  you  is  love."  That  was  published  in  the 
newspapers.  Margaret,  we  can  get  along  without 
any  love.  All  we  are  looking  for  is  assistance  for 
the  poor  people  of  this  community.  Well.  I  sup- 
pose I  can  be  accused  of  being  an  errand  boy. 
because  I  took  a  poor  woman  down  to  the  Welfare 
Department,  a  woman  whose  children  had  no 
food  on  the  table  or  coal  in  the  cellar.  I  assisted 
thai  family  through  welfare  aid.  and  made  them 
happy.  So  I  am  willing  to  be  accused  of  being  an 
errand  boy.  If  because  I  have  assisted  poor 
fellows  without  employment  and  have  helped 
them  to  be  happy.  I  am  to  be  accused  of  being 
an  errand  boy.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied;  if  because 
I  have  assisted  some  poor  woman  who  had  no 
food  or  fuel  in  her  home,  I  am  to  be  called  an 
errand  boy,  well  and  good.  I  am  glad  to  be  called 
an  errand  boy.  or  any  other  name  if  I  have  rendered 
assistance  to  those  who  needed  it.  It  may  be  that 
we  are  not  a  constructive  body,  but  let  me  say 
that  I  got  the  greatest  pleasure  I  ever  had  in  my 
life  when  a  colored  man  came  to  my  home,  and 
said  he  had  a  family  and  three  children  for  whom 
he  was  unable  to  provide,  because  he  lacked  a  leg. 
I  assisted  that  colored  man,  brought  him  to  a 
rehabilitation  office  in  the  State  House  connected 
with  Public  Welfare,  saw  that  he  was  brought  to 
the  City  Hospital  and  paid  for  a  leg,  so  that  he 
could  go  out  and  make  a  living  for  himself  and  his 
family,  so  that  he  would  be  helped  to  get  a  job.  I 
would  like  to  ask  if  that  was  a  constructive  piece 
of  work.  Oh,  yes,  I  have  had  men  come  from 
taxpayers'  organizations  seeking  to  reduce  the 
pay  of  employees,  men  who  will  claim  that  certain 
commissioners  are  spencing  money  of  the  tax- 
payers of  the  City  of  Boston  extravagantly  and 
that  they  should  be  curbed.  Of  course,  when  a 
man  is  hired  by  the  taxpayers,  I  suppose  that  is 
his  job,  to  cut  expenditures  down  to  the  lowest 
possible  point.  I  am  not  opposed  to  these  women's 
organizations,  or  to  their  object,  so  long  as  they 
are  working  along  the  lines  of  human  progress. 
But  personally  I  think  a  woman's  station  is  at 
home,  changing  the  babies,  and  that  in  so  doing 
she  will  be  doing  far  more  for  humanity  than  some 
of  these  organizations.  There  is  a  lot  of  work  that 
might  be  done, — more  important  work  that  needs 
to  be  done  by  the  League  of  Women  Voters, 
that  would  make  far  more  contribution  to  human 
progress.     I  honestly  believe  there  is  nobody  in 
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the  whole  State  of  Massachusetts  that  contributes 
more  unselfish  work  for  the  poor  and  sick  than 
the  Boston  City  Council  through  its  members. 
So,  while  you  are  making  these  public  utterances, 
Margaret,  perhaps  in  an  attempt  to  bring  this 
Body  down  in  the  estimation  of  the  people,  I  say 
to  you  in  all  seriousness  that  we  are  honestly  at- 
tempting to  do  a  good  job  for  the  people  we 
represent.  Whatever  the  result  of  our  efforts  may 
be,  down  deep  in  our  hearts  we  are  trying  to  do 
something  beneficial  for  the  poor  and  helpless  in 
this  city.  Why  you  are  expending  so  much  of 
your  effort  on  the  question  of  proportional  repre- 
sentation for  this  city,  I  do  not  understand.  Pro- 
portional representation  has  been  put  in  effect 
in  New  York,  and  I  want  to  say  now  that  it  does 
not  seem  to  give  better  representation.  The 
Tammany  organization  still  controls,  in  spite  of 
the  proportional  representation.  And  while  the 
City  Council,  in  your  opinion  or  the  opinion  of 
your  league,  does  not  meet  with  your  approval, 
nevertheless  there  are  countless  homes  in  this  city 
that  are  glad  to  get  our  assistance,  relieving  con- 
ditions that  you  cannot  realize  in  your  home, 
where  you  have  nothing  to  disturb  you,  while  we 
members  of  the  City  Council  are  doing  our  best 
to  relieve  the  troubles  of  many  of  our  constituents, 
the  poor  and  needy  in  this  community.  I  would 
like  to  have  you  go  along  with  members  of  the  City 
Council  on  their  daily  rounds,  in  their  own  homes 
and  in  the  homes  of  poor  and  needy  people  in  this 
city,  and  I  think  that  you  would  see  things  in  a 
very  different  light. 

Coun.  WICKES— Mr.  President,  I  ask  unan- 
imous consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  GALVIN — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  gentleman  may  proceed. 

Coun.  WICKES— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  congratulate  the  two  councilors  on  the  resolu- 
tion they  have  introduced  regarding  Miss 
McSweeney  and  the  League  of  Women  Voters. 
I,  too,  wish  very  much  that  these  women  could 
personally  see  the  work  that  I  am  doing  and  the 
work  that  other  members  of  this  Council  are 
doing,  every  day.  Yes,  I,  too,  am  a  professional 
errand  boy,  if  that  is  what  we  are  to  be  called. 
I  know  well  what  kind  of  a  job  the  members  of 
this  Body  do,  and  I  as  an  individual  citizen  have 
had  fourteen  long  years  of  it.  I  would  like  to 
have  these  women  come  over  and  see  what  we 
are  doing  in  the  way  of  Christmas  baskets,  what 
is  being  done  under  my  auspices  over  in  my  ward 
next  Thursday  night.  I  will  invite  Margaret 
McSweeney  to  come.  She  can  pay  forty  cents 
and  come  out  there  and  see  us.  Furthermore,  I 
wonder  how  many  of  her  league  have  put  on  these 
charity  shows  that  we  have  put  on  since  Decem- 
ber 3rd.  That  is  what  I  have  done  out  in  my 
district,  and  that  is  what  is  being  done  all  over 
town  by  members  of  this  Body.  If  Margaret 
McSweeney  could  see  what  is  actually  being  done, 
I  think  she  would  change  her  opinion.  She  would 
then  know  the  work  that  the  councilors  are  engaged 
in.  I  would  also  like  to  refer  to  the  snow  con- 
ditions last  year,  and  what  we  had  to  do  to  help 
to  get  men  at  work.  I  was  new  to  the  job,  but 
even  before  I  took  office  I  had  150  men  at  the 
door.  Yes,  Miss  McSweeney,  I  have  a  mother, 
a  good  mother,  like  everybody  else  here.  There 
were  nine  boys  in  my  family,  and  you  can  readily 
imagine  the  work  that  my  mother  had  to  do,  and 
the  troubles  and  worry  that  she  had  to  contend 
with.  A  while  ago,  when  we  had  very  bad  weather 
conditions,  I  took  thirty-five  people  into  my  home 
and  kept  them  in  my  house  until  next  day,  when 
they  might  have  an  opportunity  to  get  employ- 
ment. I  wonder  how  much  Miss  McSweeney 
knows  about  that  kind  of  thing.  I  see  that  she 
has  two  women  with  her  in  the  gallery,  working, 
one  taking  notes  in  shorthand,  probably  to  be 
typewritten  later  on,  in  regard  to  this  meeting. 
(Miss  McSweeney  at  this  point  left  the  gallery.) 
Why  don't  you  stay,  Miss  McSweeney?  There's 
no  rush.  I  have  plenty  more  to  say.  If  you 
came  out  to  my  home  on  different  nights  in  the 
week,  you  would  find  plenty  of  people  looking  for 
assistance,  on  some  nights  thirty  and  on  others 
forty-five,  and  never  less  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  in  the  course  of  a  week.  Did  Miss  McSweeney 
ever  have  to  meet  any  situation  like  that?  I 
wonder.  She  wouldn't  give  a  nickel  to  see  the 
Statue  of  Liberty  do  a  Cakewalk.  I  would  like 
to  have  some  of  these  women  come  around  and 
see  what  the  members  of  the  City  Council  have 
to  do,  getting  first-hand  information,  and  I  would 
be  glad  to  meet  and  debate  the  question  with  Miss 
McSweeney.     I  certainly  would  like  to  invite  her 


to  come  out  into  my  district  and  see  what  is  being 
done,  and  I  would  like  to  ask  her  a  few  questions. 
I  would  be  happy  to  debate  with  her  at  the  present 
time,  and  I  hope  there  will  be  an  opportunity  to  do 
so  in  the  near  future. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  COFFEY  said: 

Mr.  President,  by  unanimous  consent,  I  would 
like  to  make  a  statement. 

President  GALVIN — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  gentleman  may  proceed. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Now,  that  I  have  the  floor,  I 
wish  to  take  advantage  of  it  for  a  few  moments. 
I  hope  that  the  stenographer  that  came  here  with 
Miss  McSweeney  will  remain  and  take  down  the 
remarks  I  make  and  take  them  back  to  Miss 
McSweeney.  I  wish  that  she  had  waited,  because 
the  remarks  I  am  about  to  make  would  probably 
surprise  her,  and  perhaps  they  will  amaze  some 
members  of  the  Council.  With  all  due  respect 
to  the  councilor  from  Ward  17  (Coun.  Wickes), 
— whom  I  admire  and  like  to  such  an  extent 
that  if  he  is  a  candidate  for  president  next  year, 
I  will  vote  for  him, — I  do  want  to  take  an  opposite 
attitude  from  that  taken  by  some  of  the  members 
here  today.  I  want  to  give  100  per  cent  assent 
to  everything  that  Miss  McSweeney  has  said. 
She  is  absolutely  right  with  the  exception  of 
favoring  the  election  of  nine  members  to  this 
Body  in  the  future.  I  cannot  go  along  with  that. 
If  I  wanted  to  be  a  member  of  this  Council  in  the 
future,  I  would  not  have  the  money  to  carry  a 
campaign  through  on  a  city-wide  basis.  So  I 
disagree  with  the  nine-member  idea,  particularly 
when  you  consider  that  the  nine  members  might 
be  elected  from  any  one  ward  in  the  city,  and  I 
don't  think  the  other  twenty-one  wards  could 
expect  any  such  consideration  as  they  get  now, 
with  a  membership  of  twenty-two,  under  the 
nine-man  body  plan.  As  one  of  the  members  has 
intimated,  Miss  McSweeney  does  not  feel  that 
we  have  any  ability  or  that  we  have  shown  any 
ability.  She  is  absolutely  right,  to  my  mind. 
We  are  errand  boys,  all  of  us.  A  remark  has 
been  made  about  work  at  Camp  Devens.  I  have 
made  twenty-two  trips  to  Camp  Devens,  and  I 
have  put  106  at  work  there,  whose  names  I  have 
filed  away  for  future  reference,  when  I  need  them. 
Regarding  work  in  connection  with  snow  storms, 
I  wouldn't  mention  that.  I  have  already  ex- 
pressed my  views  in  regard  to  the  way  that  thing 
has  been  handled,  through  the  distribution  of 
buttons.  To  my  mind  it  has  been  simply  scanda- 
lous, the  way  that  buttons  have  been  sold,  and  the 
way  that  men  with  large  families  have  been 
neglected.  After  they  have  waited  in  line  for 
hours,  they  have  been  told  to  get  along.  But  I 
do  wish  to  say  that  Miss  McSweeney  is  right 
except  that  I  don't  think  we  should  have  a  body 
of  nine  members.  But  I  think  the  Council  should 
be  abolished.  I  don't  think  it  is  a  Body  that 
is  doing  any  good  to  anybody  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
taxpayers  or  anyone  else.  If  a  piece  of  legis- 
lation is  filed  here  that  might  be  detrimental 
to  the  office  downstairs,  it  is  immediately  thrown 
out  the  window.  Let  us  have  the  truth,  regard- 
less of  who  may  be  hit.  Another  thing.  The 
reason  why  the  majority  of  the  Council  here 
go  along  with  the  Mayor  is  simply  because  it  is 
expedient  for  them  to  do  so.  Otherwise,  they 
might  not  get  the  next  job,  might  not  get  patron- 
age for  their  district.  We  haven't  even  got  the 
power  of  veto.  We  send  an  order  along  and  he 
vetoes  it,  but  we  haven't  even  the  power  to  pass 
it  over  his  veto.  Also,  as  a  supposed-to-be 
governing  body,  we  cannot  even  summon  a 
department  head  to  appear  before  vis  and  answer 
questions.  I  proved  that  when  I  asked  for  a 
slaughter  house  investigation.  When  I  wanted 
Commissioner  Watts  to  appear  before  us,  I  found 
that  we  had  no  right  whatever  to  ask  him  to 
appear  before  the  Body.  Then,  when  I  put  in  an 
order  asking  for  an  investigation  of  the  trustees 
of  the  City  Hospital  and  of  the  circumstances 
surrounding  the  dismissal  of  Miss  Logan,  they 
laughed  at  me,  and  they  adjourned  the  meet- 
ing of  the  committee  here  from  the  Council  Cham- 
ber to  the  hospital,  so  as  to  please  the  trustees, 
and  we  were  not  able  to  get  any  information. 
So  I  say  that  Miss  McSweeney  is  100  per  cent 
right,  with  the  exception  of  wishing  to  have  a 
nine-man  Council.  I  cannot  agree  with  her  on 
that.  I  think  the  members  of  the  Body  should 
get  together  and  pass  some  kind  of  ordinance 
or  take  some  sort  of  action  looking  to  our  having 
some  kind  of  power  as  a  Body.  For  example, 
no  matter  what  goes  on  in  the  departments,  they 
do   not   consult    the   councilor   from    the   district. 
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They  run  to  the  Mayor  from  every  department, 
but  they  don't  run  to  the  Council  Chamber. 
We  have  to  put  in  orders  for  something  we  hope 
will  take  effect  in  the  district,  and  then  they  ignore 
us.  On  something  that  may  be  of  interest  to  our 
districts  they  do  not  even  give  us  notice  that  a 
hearing  is  to  take  place.  So,  I  say  again.  Miss 
McSweeney  is  right,  with  the  exception  of  looking 
for  a  nine-man  Council.  We  have  no  power. 
But  I  say  it  is  our  own  fault.  If  members  want 
to  play  along  downstairs,  all  right.  If  they  want 
to  go  along  with  the  administration,  with  the 
hope  that  they  will  get  some  recognition,  very 
well.  But  I  wish  to  say  in  closing  that  the  mem- 
bers should  get  together  and  endeavor  to  set  up 
some  ordinance  or  take  some  action,  that  will 
lead  to  our  having  some  power  in  this  Body  in 
connection  with  departments  and  otherwise. 
Let  us  not  simply  sit  here  idle. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  GALVIN — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the   gentleman   may   proceed. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  on  several 
occasions  this  year  I  have  had  occasion  to  go  along 
with  the  gentleman  from  East  Boston  (Coun. 
Coffey)  because  on  those  several  occasions  I 
thought  in  my  heart  that  he  was  right.  But  on 
many  occasions  I  did  not  agree  with  him  and  did 
not  vote  for  measures  in  which  he  was  interested. 
The  councilor  speaks  about  getting  patronage 
downstairs.  Personally,  speaking  for  myself,  I 
certainly  have  not  been  influenced  by  any  such 
motive,  and  have  not  felt  that  it  was  necessary  to 
be.  I  think  Mayor  Tobin  is  an  honorable  servant 
of  the  City  of  Boston  at  all  times.  I  have  talked 
with  politicians  and  people  generally  all  over  the 
city,  and  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  almost 
without  exception,  whether  they  voted  for  him  or 
not,  they  admit  that  he  has  done  a  wonderful  job 
since  he  took  office.  Getting  down  to  the  present 
situation  we  can  all  get  up  and  talk  about  the 
ability  we  think  we  have,  but  that  does  not  prove 
it.  It  is  our  opinion.  Ability  is  what  you  have  or 
have  not  got,  regardless  of  what  we  as  members 
of  the  Council  think.  If  you  have  it,  it  is  inherent 
in  you.  Personally,  I  think  I  have  a  little  ability. 
If  not,  I  would  not  have  been  elected  to  the  Body 
by  the  people  of  South  Boston.  Also,  I  served  in 
the  Legislature  for  four  years,  as  well  as  serving 
in  the  Council  for  one  year;  and  I  sincerely  hope 
that  the  people  of  my  district  think  I  have  some 
ability.  Coming  back  to  Miss  McSweeney,  as  a 
member  of  the  General  Court,  I  very  courteously 
had  occasion  to  differ  with  her  organization  at 
times,  and  today  I  differ  with  them.  I  feel  that 
certainly  a  Council  of  twenty-two  members  is 
much  better  than  one  of  nine  members.  I  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  East  Boston  in  that 
respect.  It  is  possible  that  the  proposed  nine 
members  of  the  Council  could  be  elected  from  one 
ward,  and  if  that  system  were  in  vogue,  people 
from  East  Boston  or  from  any  other  section  might 
find  that  they  did  not  have  a  councilor  to  represent 
them  in  the  city  government.  Of  course,  so  far  as 
Miss  McSweeney  or  anybody  else  is  concerned, 
I  believe  in  being  courteous  at  all  times,  even  if 
I  do  not  agree  with  what  different  people  may  wish. 
It  might  also  be,  perhaps,  that  some  of  these  people 
who  express  these  views  are  right.  I  certainly 
disagree  with  them  in  this  matter,  and  shall  not 
espouse  their  views,  because  I  honestly  believe 
they  are  wrong.  I  do  feel  that  in  most  matters, 
particularly  as  affecting  a  certain  district,  the 
people  of  tbat  district  should  have  a  representative 
in  this  Body,  and  I  believe  that  nine  people  out 
of  ten,  or  ninety-nine  out  of  one  hundred  in  my 
district  are  right  on  matters  affecting  the  district. 
Of  course,  there  are  times  when  even  the  majority 
might  be  wrong,  but  I  think  generally  speaking, 
on  matters  concerning  the  particular  districts 
East  Boston,  Hyde  Park,  West  Roxbury,  Charles- 
town,  Roxbury,  the  Back  Bay,  Brighton, — you 
will  find  that  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  those 
districts,  especially  on  matters  affecting  their 
district,  take  an  honest  and  intelligent  position, 
and  can  be  depended  upon.  I  don't  believe  there 
is  one  member  of  the  City  Council  here  who,  if  he 
was  proven  honest  and  right  on  important  matters 
coming  before  the  Body,  would  not  be  supported 
by  his  constituents,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  he 
were  not  honest  or  right,  when  he  came  up  for 
re-election,  he  would  be  defeated.  We  should 
discuss  all  these  matters  that  come  before  us  in  a 
fair,  broad-minded  spirit.  Personally,  on  this 
matter  I  believe  that  Miss  McSweeney  and  the 
League  of  Women  Voters  are  wrong.     As  repre- 


senting my  district,  I  realize  that  we  must  consider 
on  its  merits  any  proposition  coming  before  us. 
If  we  feel  that  it  is  just  and  right,  we  should  go 
down  the  line.  I  for  one  feel  that  in  such  a  case 
I  should  go  down  the  line.  If  not,  I  would  not. 
I  could  probably  go  on  for  another  hour  talking 
of  our  duties  and  responsibilities  as  members  of 
this  Body,  and  how  one  of  our  very  important 
duties  is  to  stand  up  for  people  more  unfortunate 
than  we  are.  I  know  that  I  speak  for  every 
member  of  the  City  Council,  from  the  gentleman 
from  the  Back  Bay  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
Boston,  although  we  may  represent  different 
classes  of  people,  but  I  know  that  every  member 
of  the  Council  in  the  long  run  stands  for  decency, 
because  if  he  didn't  he  would  not  be  elected  to  the 
Boston  City  Council.  I  believe  that  this  Body 
of  twenty-two  members  certainly  has  a  distinct 
function  to  perform  in  trying  to  look  after  the 
interests  of  all  of  our  people,  that  the  Body  justifies 
its  existence,  and  I  believe  that  the  members  are 
performing  that  function  in  a  creditable  manner. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  speak. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.   President,   I  object. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President.  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Coun.   COFFEY— Mr.   President.   I  object. 

Coun.  LYONS — Mr.  President.  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  object. 


CONGRATULATIONS     TO     FOOTBALL 
TEAMS,   ETC. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  Mattapan  Merchants'  Football 
Team  and  the  St.  Alphonsus  Football  Team  of 
Roxbury,  co-champions  of  the  City  of  Boston 
Park  Department  League  will  receive  honors  at 
the  annual  banquet  of  the  Park  Department  in  the 
City  Club  tonight;    and 

Whereas,  Both  these  fine  football  teams  by  the 
caliber  of  their  sportsmanship  on  the  gridiron  have 
manifested  a  high  caliber  of  splendid  young 
manhood  that  makes  for  success  and  should  be 
emulated     in     everyday     life;       therefore,    be    it 

Resolved.  That  the  Boston  City  Council  con- 
gratulates the  coaches,  managers  of  both  teams 
and  the  Park  Department,  who  made  this  tine 
competitive    sportsmanship    possible. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FLOODING   OF  WARD    18  PLAYGROUNDS. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  flood 
for  skating  purposes  the  following  playgrounds  in 
Ward  18  and  to  install  lights  for  the  convenience  of 
the  skaters: 

Norfolk  Street.  Almont  Street.  Wood  Avenue, 
Smith  Field,  Readville  Playground,  Wright  Golf 
Course. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SURVEY    OF    CORRIGANVILLE    SECTION, 
HYDE   PARK. 

Coun.  GOODE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  conduct  a  survey  of  the  Corriganville 
section  of  Hyde  Park  with  a  view  to  reconstructing 
all  the  streets  in  the  above-named  section  of 
Ward  18. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


HERBERT    STREET,   WARD    19. 

Coun.  LANGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,    to    construct    Herbert    street.    Ward    19 
under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


DECEMBER    16,    1940- 
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MILK   SITUATION   IN   SCHOOLS. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I 
ask  unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  GALVIN — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  gentleman  may  proceed. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  desire  to 
say  just  a  word  about  the  milk  question  in  the 
Boston  schools,  which  we  have  already  considered 
in  this  body.  Some  weeks  ago  the  members  of 
the  Council  will  recall  an  order  I  introduced, 
which  was  passed  unanimously,  asking  the  Boston 
School  Committee  to  take  full  supervision  of  the 
milk  distribution  question  in  the  Boston  schools. 
At  that  time  I  alleged  that  in  certain  schools  in 
the  city  skimmed  milk  with  chocolate  flavor  was 
being  sold  to  the  pupils.  Now,  skimmed  milk 
sells  for  five  cents  a  bottle,  and  it  does  not  meet 
the  specifications.  I  thought  that  situation 
should  be  corrected  by  having  the  School  Com- 
mittee itself  take  full  charge  of  the  matter  and 
see  that  that  sort  of  thing  was  not  continued. 
The  order  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  Boston 
School  Committee.  Last  Monday  evening  the 
School  Committee  met  and,  with  great  smugness 
and  complacency,  issued  a  statement  that  the 
milk  being  sold  was  not  skimmed  milk,  that 
skimmed  milk  had  never  been  sold  in  the  Boston 
schools.  I  had  never  alleged  that  this  practice 
was  general,  or  that  the  membership  of  the  School 
Committee  condoned  it.  But  there  were  certain 
schools  and  I  specifically  named  two,  one  in 
Mattapan  and  a  high  school  in  Roxbury,  where 
this  took  place,  and  said  I  did  not  know  whether 
the  School  Committee  was  aware  of  the  situation. 
But  we  have  here  today  a  letter  in  which  the 
School  Committee  quite  obviously  tries  to  conceal 
the  true  situation.     They  say: 

"It  was  found  that  in  one  or  two  of  the  smaller 
lunchrooms  a  chocolate  drink  with  skimmed  milk 
base  had  been  served,  but  that  particular  chocolate 
drink  has  been  discontinued  and  only  whole 
milk  or  chocolate  milk  with  whole  milk  as  a  base 
now  is  served." 

They  have  said  that  such  milk  has  not  been 
sold,  practically  saying  that  the  members  of  the 
Boston  City  Council  did  not  know  what  they  were 
talking  about  when  the  order  was  passed.  But 
they  do  admit  that  in  one  or  two  places  such  milk 
had  been  sold  to  the  pupils;  and  they  go  on  to 
say: 

"Reference  is  made  in  the  City  Council  order 
to  'full  supervision  of  the  sale  of  milk  and  milk 
products.'  The  School  Committee  would  re- 
spectfully report  that  there  is  and  has  been  super- 
vision of  such  sale." 

But  you  will  remember  that  I  read  a  communi- 
cation from  one  of  Boston's  largest  milk  companies 
in  regard  to  this  matter,  confirming  my  statement 
that  I  had  authentic  information  that  there  was 
some  milk  being  sold  to  the  Boston  schools  that 
was  not  whole  milk,  but  was  labeled  "skim  milk" 
and  was  what  is  called  "chocolate  pep,"  containing 
but  2  per  cent  butter  fat.  I  had  previously  stated 
that  they  had  supervision  and  that  I  was  not 
criticizing  the  School  Committee,  but  that  this 
did  happen  in  a  few  instances.  That  is  now 
admitted  by  the  School  Committee.  They  add 
that: 

"The  committee  now  has  under  consideration 
a  plan  which  probably  will  mean  closer  supervision 
of  all  cafeteria  service." 

So  I  think  this  Council  is  to  congratulated  upon 
bringing  to  a  head  a  situation  that  has  existed  in 
the  Boston  schools  for  the  last  several  years.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  skimmed  milk  was  furnished  to 
certain  younger  children,  who  did  not  know 
what  they  were  getting — a  chocolate  preparation 
with  milk  that  was  under  the  legal  requirement. 
That,  of  course,  was  only  in  a  few  cases.  But 
they  were  getting  milk  which  was  not  up  to  the 
legal  requirements  in  those  cases,  practically 
skimmed  milk,  containing  this  chocolate  prepara- 
tion. The  Boston  School  Committee  now  conies 
out  and  says  they  are  not  selling  that  in  the 
Boston  public  schools.  Well,  all  I  can  say  is 
that  they  did  tolerate  in  those  cases  that  situation. 
But  I  now  think  that  as  a  result  of  our  action 
it  has  been  eliminated,  and  that  we  are  to  be 
congratulated.  I  do  say,  however,  that  they 
don't  know  what  they  are  talking  about  in  sending 
this  letter  to  us  today.  We  have  done  something, 
Mr.  President,  for  the  children  of  Boston,  and 
no  skimmed  milk  is  now  being  sold  in  the  Boston 
schools.  It  is  queer,  however,  that  the  School 
Committee  earlier  did  not  know  what  they  were 
talking  about.     At  the  time  when   I  introduced 


my  earlier  order,  on  October  28,  1940,  I  referred 
to  a  letter  from  the  School  Committee,  under  date 
of  September  26,  1940,  in  which  they  said  the 
skimmed  milk  was  being  sold  in  one  of  the  Matta- 
pan schools  and  in  the  High  School  of  Practical 
Arts,  Roxbury.  Those  were  two  schools  that  I 
had  in  mind,  and  I  understood  that  there  were 
some  others.  But  this  letter  that  we  have  received 
today,  when  taken  in  consideration  with  informa- 
tion that  we  received  earlier  from  one  of  the  leading 
Boston  milk  companies,  shows  that  the  School 
Committee  at  the  time  did  not  know  what  they 
were  talking  about,  and  didn't  know  what  they 
were  selling.  Well,  there  is  something  rotten  in 
some  place,  either  with  the  milk  company  or 
with  the  Boston  School  Committee.  Those 
children  who  were  getting  skimmed  milk  with 
this  chocolate  flavoring  were  not  getting  real 
milk,  with  4  per  cent  butter  fat,  as  required. 
That  certainly  is  not  a  thing  to  be  condoned.  It 
is  something  about  which  the  School  Committee 
should  have  known  and  which  it  should  have 
corrected,  and  I  trust  the  next  time  the  School 
Committee  sends  out  a  letter,  a  body  elected  by 
the  people  of  this  city,  it  will  state  the  facts, 
and  that  there  will  not  again  be  anything  like  the 
selling  of  skimmed  milk  with  a  chocolate  flavor  in 
the  Boston  schools. 


MUNICIPAL   BUILDING,   WARD    17. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  submit  to  the  W.  P.  A.  authorities  a 
project  for  the  erection  of  a  municipal  building  in 
some  central  location  in  Ward  17,  the  expense  of 
same  to  be  taken  care  of  by  W.  P.  A.  funds. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


THE    NEXT   MEETING. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
when  we  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on  Monday, 
December  30,  at  2  p.  m. 

The  motion  was  declared  carried. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  talking  on 
the  proposed  adjournment,  I  would  like  to  simply 
mention  to  the  members  that  this  is  our  twelfth 
month,  and  that  out  of  the  twelve  months  we  are 
supposed  to  have  been  sitting  in  regular  session 
we  have  had  three  months'  vacation.  I  ask, 
therefore,  that  when  we  adjourn  it-be  for  one  week, 
and  not  two. 

President  GALVIN — The  motion  has  been 
curried  -~  * 

Coun.  COFFEY— Then,  Mr.  President,  I  doubt 
the  vote  and  ask  for  a  roll  call. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll,  and  the  motion  was 
carried,  yeas  11,   nays  7: 

Yeas — Coun.  Englert,  Fish,  Galvin,  Hurley, 
Hutchinson,  Lyons,  Scannell,  Shattuck,  D.  F. 
Sullivan,  M.  H.  Sullivan,  Taylor — 11. 

Nays — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Coffey,  Kelly, 
Linehan,  Russo,  Wickes — 7. 


POOL   FOR   CHILDREN, 
FIELD. 


FRANKLIN 


Coun.  GOTTLIEB  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  investigate  and  report  on  the  desir- 
ability c!  .building  a  pool  for  children  it  Franklin 
Field,  in  Ward  14. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  this  is  a 
type  of  order  which,  in  a  sense,  is  related  to  the 
debate  here  this  afternoon  criticizing  the  League 
of  Women  Voters.  I  think  every  member  of  the 
City  Council  has  a  right  to  be  aggrieved  by  state- 
ments emanating  from  that  organization,  because 
we  know  from  our  experience  in  this  Body  that 
they  have  not  sponsored  or  supported  measures 
which  we  have  considered  providing  for  better 
recreational  facilities,  playgrounds  or  health  units 
for  women  and  children  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
As  far  as  the  statement  of  the  councilor  from 
Ward  1   (Coun.  Coffey)  is  concerned 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.  The  gentleman  is  not  talking  on 
the  subject  matter. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


President  GALVIN — The  point  of  order  appears 
to  be  well  taken. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  I  have  not 
said  anything  about  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1. 

President  &ALVIN — The  Chair  rules  the  point 
of  order  well  taken. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  I  think 
it  would  be  well  for  the  League  of  Women  Voters 
to  sponsor  and  support  such  well  worthwhile 
measures  as  have  been  put  through  the  City 
Council  from  time  to  time,  measures  looking  to 
the  construction  of  health  unit  clinics,  playgrounds 
or  swimming  pools,  to  be  constructed  out  of  the 
George  Robert  White  Fund  or  otherwise,  in  the 
City  of  Boston.  This  very  afternoon  we  have 
had  before  us  orders  to  establish  health  units  in 
the  City  of  Boston,  but  these  or  other  such  orders 
are  not  orders  sponsored  by  Miss  McSweeney  or 
the  League  of  Women  Voters.  They  have  never 
given  us  the  help  on  such  orders  which  we  would 
have  welcomed  with  open  arms  from  their  organi- 
zation. What  could  be  more  fitting  or  con- 
sistent than  for  such  an  organization  as  the  League 
of  Women  Voters  to  take  steps  to  have  established 
in  this  city  health  units,  baby  clinics,  dental  clinics 


or  swimming  pools.  Certainly,  the  women  must 
realize,  perhaps  more  than  we  do,  how  much  these 
clinics,  for  example,  are  needed  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  yet  at  no  time  has  this  league  seen  fit  to 
give  us  its  support  on  such  measures.  I  trust  that 
this  order  I  have  offered  will  receive  the  full  sup- 
port of  all  the  women's  organizations  and  of  other 
types  of  organizations  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


LEAGUE   OF   WOMEN   VOTERS. 

Coun.  LYONS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  should 
not  discuss  motions  or  ideas  from  the  League  of 
Women  Voters  unless  they  are  constructive  to  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Ruled  out  of  order. 


Adjourned  at  5.04  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
FISH,  to  meet  on  Monday,  December  30,  1940, 
at  2  p.  m. 


CITY     COUNCIL. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


City  Hall,  December  30,  1940. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  p.  m., 
President  GALVlN  in  the  chair.  Absent,  Coun. 
Coffey,  Hurley,  Lyons,  Taylor,  Ward. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


VETO   OF   NOISE   ORDINANCE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,  I  return  herewith  without  my 
signature  and  disapproved  the  ordinance  adopted 
by  your  Honorable  Body  on  December  16,  1940, 
dealing  with  unnecessary  noises. 

I  am  in  entire  sympathy  with  the  movement  to 
reduce  the  noise  nuisance  but  it  is  necessary  to 
recognize  that  it  is  a  matter  of  considerable  diffi- 
culty to  establish  a  dividing  line,  between  those 
noises  which  have  become  more  or  less  unavoidable 
in  the  present  stage  of  our  civilization  and  noises 
which  may  definitely  be  termed  unnecessary. 

While  the  proposed  ordinance  has  valuable 
features  its  preamble*  prohibits  noise  of  such 
character,  intensity  and  duration  as  to  be  detri- 
mental to  the  life  or  health  of  any  individual.  Any 
noise  whatever  might  well  come  within  such  a 
definition  and  a  prohibition  in  such  extreme  terms 
is  in  my  opinion  neither  enforceable  nor  within 
the  power  of  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

In  addition  the  proposed  ordinance  is  open  to 
several  legal  objections  stated  in  the  accompany- 
ing letter  of  the  Corporation  Counsel,  and  it 
apparently  was  drafted  without  due  consideration 
of  i  the  existing  laws  and  ordinances. 

For  the  reasons  set  forth,  therefore,  I  am  im- 
pelled to  veto  the  proposed  ordinance. 

The  subject  of  noise  abatement  is  well  worth 
further  investigation  and  in  this  connection  the 
attention  of  the  City  Council  might  well  be 
directed  to  the  valuable  report  submitted  in  1932 
by  the  special  noise  commission  headed  by  Dr. 
Henry  A.  Christian. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  December  26,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Mr.    Mayor, — I    am    returning    herewith 
the  proposed   anti-noise   ordinance  passed   in   the 
City  Council  on  December  16,   1940.     This  ordi- 
nance was  sent  to  the  Law  Department  on  De- 
cember   19,    1940,    for    consideration    and    report. 
The  matter  should  receive  your  Honor's  attention 
on  or  before  December  31,  1940. 

The  proposed  ordinance  follows  very  closely 
the  anti-noise  ordinance  of  New  York  City, 
adopted  in  1936.  Administrative  Code,  sec. 
435-5.0.  In  fact,  with  not  material  differences, 
it  is  the  same  as  the  New  York  City  Ordinance. 
I  should  like  to  call  to  your  Honor's  attention 
the  following  matters  in  connection  with  the 
proposed  ordinance. 

(I)  Certain  portions  of  the  proposed  ordinance 
treat  with  matters  already  covered  by  existing 
ordinances,  as  below  set  forth,  and  either  duplicate 
or  differently  treat  such  matters. 

Subsection  1  of  the  proposed  ordinance  deals 
with  the  sounding  of  automobile  horns,  etc. 
This  same  subject  is  expressly  dealt  with  in 
Ordinances,  1936,  c.  2.  The  sounding  of  auto- 
mobile horns  and  the  making  of  other  noise 
near  hospitals  is  dealt  with  in  Ordinances,  1925, 
c.  39,  s.  92,  as  amended  by  Ordinances,  1936,  c.  2. 
Subsection  2  of  the  proposed  ordinance  deals 
with  the  playing  of  radios,  etc.  The  same 
subject  is  expressly  dealt  with  in  Ordinances, 
1931,  c.  4. 


Subsection  3  of  the  proposed  ordinance  deals 
with  the  keeping  of  animals.  The  same  sub- 
ject is  expressly  dealt  with  in  Ordinances,  1925 
c.  39,  s.  91. 

Subsecton  8  of  the  proposed  ordinance  deals, 
with  the  making  of  noise  near  institutions, 
including  hospitals.  As  above  noted,  this  same 
subject  is  dealt  with  in  Ordinances,  1925,  c.  39, 
s.  92,  as  amended  by  Ordinances,  1936,  c.  2. 

It  would  seem  appropriate  that  in  adopting 
a  new  ordinance  covering  or  related  to  subjects 
dealt  with  in  existing  ordinances,  consideration 
be  given  to  correlation  of  the  new  ordinances 
with  those  which  have  previously  been  enacted. 
In  the  absence  of  such  careful  and  unified 
treatment,  confusion  must  inevitably  result. 
In  the  interest  of  clarity,  uniformity,  and 
enabling  citizens  to  understand  the  law,  the 
extent  to  which  a  new  ordinance  is  intended  to 
repeal  or  alter  a  pre-existing  enactment  ought 
not  to  be  left  to  interpretation  but  should  be 
specifically  expressed.  A  recodification  of  the 
whole  field  of  noise  regulation  may  be  thought 
in  the  city's  interest. 

(II)  Certain  portions  of  the  proposed  ordinance 
treat  with  matters  which  are  the  subject  of  legis- 
lative enactment  by  the  General  Court. 

Subsection  7  of  the  proposed  ordinance  deals 
with  the  erection  and  demolition  of  buildings  and 
provides  for  a  permit  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Police  if  the  work  is  to  be  done  other  than 
between  7  a.  m.  and  6  p.  m.  on  week  days.  St. 
1912,  c.  713,  provides  that  permits  for  the 
construction,  alteration,  removal  or  tearing 
down  of  buildings  n  ay  be  issued  by  the  Building 
Commissioner.  It  may, be  that  the  legislature 
intended  that  the  power  to  issue  building  permits 
should  vest  only  in  the  Building  Commissioner. 
Even  if  further  study  should  reveal  that  the 
legislative  intent  was  not  to  this  effect,  your 
Honor  will  wish  to  consider  whether  as  an 
administrative  policy  the  jurisdiction  over  the 
granting  of  building  permits  should  be  lodged 
in  more  than  one  official. 

Subsection  1  of  the  proposed  ordinance  deals 
with  the  sounding  of  automobile  horns  and  the 
making  by  automobiles  of  unreasonably  loud 
and  harsh  sounds.  G.  L.  (Ter.  Ed.),  c.  90,  s.  16 
prohibits  the  sounding  of  a  bell,  horn,  etc.,  so 
as  to  make  a  harsh,  objectionable  or  unnecessary 
noise,  by  any  automobile  in  a  thickly  settled 
or  business  district,  and  further  prohibits  the 
making  by  any  motor  vehicle  of  any  unnecessary 
noises  at  any  time.  Consideration  must  be 
given  to  the  question  of  whether  the  legislature 
by  this  statute  intended  to  preempt  the  field  of 
rule-making  as  to  motor  vehicle  noise.  As  a 
part  of  a  program  involving  the  correlation  of 
all  the  city's  existing  anti-noise  ordinances  with 
the  proposed  new  enactment,  the  validity  of 
Ordinances,  1936,  c.  2  (above  referred  to)  should 
be  studied  in  the  light  of  G.  L.  (Ter.  Ed.),  c.  90, 
s.  16.  It  is,  of  course,  true  that  cities  are 
empowered  to  make  "by-laws,  not  repugnant 
to  law,  as  they  may  judge  most  conducive  to 
their  welfare  .  .  .  for  .  .  .  preserving 
peace  .  .  .  and  maintaining  their  internal 
police."  G.  L.  (Ter.  Ed.),  c.  40,  s.  21.  But  it 
is  also  true  that  action  by  a  city  under  authority 
of  the  section  just  quoted  must  relate  to  its 
purely  internal  affairs  and  may  not  infringe 
upon  a  field  completely  taken  over  by  the  state. 

(III)  The    attention    of    your    Honor    is    also 

directed  to  certain  very  sweeping  provisions  of 
the  proposed  ordinance.  For  example,  in  sub- 
section 1  of  the  proposed  ordinances,  the  creation 
of  "any  unreasonably  loud  or  harsh  sound"  is  a 
violation  of  the  ordinance,  punishable  by  fine  or 
imprisonment.  No  standard  or  limitation  is  set 
up  within  which  a  citizen  may  be  certain  he  is 
not  breaking  the  law.  The  actual  enforcement  of 
such  an  unlimited  enactment  might  result  in 
harassment  of  citizens  in  the  use  of  their  property 
and  the  enjoyment  of  their  liberty.  The  police 
power  is,  and  of  course  must  be,  very  broad.  But 
the  police  power  is  not  unlimited,  especially  when 
it  comes  into  conflict  with  great  constitutional 
rights  of  citizens  to  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness.        - 

(IV)  Your  Honor  may  recall  that  in  1931  a 
Noise  Commission,  under  the  chairmanship  of 
Dr.  Henry  A.  Christian,  made  a  considerable 
study  of  the  noise  problems  of  the  city.  That 
Commission  had  before  it  the  report  of  the  New 
York     Noise     Abatement     Commission     (1930). 
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If  a  recodification  of  the  existing  ordinances  and 
their  correlation  with  the  material  covered  by  the 
proposed  new  ordinance  should  be  made,  the 
report  of  that  Commission  might  at  the  same 
time  be  given  consideration. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Robert  Cutler, 
Corporation  Counsel. 
Placed  on  file. 


HERBERT   STREET,    WARD    19. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communication 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relative 
to  your  order  of  December  IB,  1940,  concerning 
the  construction  of  Herbert  street,  Ward  19, 
under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department. 

December  26,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.    Hyland,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Herbert  Street,  Ward  19. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  construct  Herbert 
street,  Ward  19,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan  of 
construction. 

I  find,  upon  investigation,  that  this  street  is 
listed  as  Herbert  road,  not  Herbert  street,  and 
further  that  same  is  a  private  way  and  will  have 
to  be  accepted  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners before  this  division  can  consider  doing  any 
work  therin. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING    WARD    10   STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  December  27,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communication 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relative 
to  your  order  of  December  9,  1940,  concerning 
the  resurfacing  Wrentham  street,  Mallet  street 
and  Lonsdale  street,  Ward  16,  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
plan. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

December  26,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.   Hyland.    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Wrentham  Street,  Mallet  Street,  Lons- 
dale Street. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  Wren- 
tham street,  Mallet  street  and  Lonsdale  street, 
Ward  16,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  plan. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  work   will   be   given 
consideration   for   submission    for   approval   on    a 
W.  P.  A.  project  during  the  coming  year. 
George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


TEMPLETON   STREET,    WARD    16. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  December  27,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communication 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relative 
to  your  order  of  December  9,  1940,  concerning 
the  construction  of  granolithic  sidewalks  on  both 
sides  of  Templeton  street,  Ward  16,  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
December  26,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk.  Mayor's  Office. 
From    George   G.   Hyland,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Templeton  Street,  Ward  16. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  construct  grano- 
lithic sidewalks  on  both  sides  of  Templeton  street, 
Ward  16,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  work  will  be  given 
consideration  for  submission  for  approval  on  a 
W.  P.  A.  project  during  the  coming  year. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


EMERGENCY  DELIVERY  OF  FUEL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  Overseers  of  the 
Public  Welfare  relative  to  your  order  of  November 
2.5,  1940,  concerning  the  making  immediate  arrange- 
ments for  the  emergency  delivery  of  fuel  to  recip- 
ients of  welfare  aid,  Mothers'  Aid,  and  Old  Age 
Assistance. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 

December  16,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Attention  of  Mr.  William  T.  Doyle. 

Dear  Sir, —  This  department  has  received  your 
communication  with  enclosed  copy  of  an  order  from 
the  City  Council,  datedNovember  23,  1940,  reading 
as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Wel- 
fare be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
make  immediate  arrangements  for  the  emergency 
delivery  of  fuel  to  recipients  of  welfare  aid.  Mothers' 
Aid.  and  Old  Age  Assistance." 

May  I  report  that  the  November  allotments  were 
sent  out  before  the  end  of  the  month  and  arrange- 
ments made  for  December  fuel  orders  to  be  sent  out 
in  accordance  with  schedule. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  G.  O'Hare.  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


SAFETY  ISLANDS,  WARD  9. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen. —  I  transmit  herewith  letter  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relative  to  your 
order  of  September  9,  1940,  concerning  the  instal- 
lation of  two  safety  islands  at  the  junction  of 
Washington  and  Dudley  streets,  Ward  9. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston. 
Public  Works  Department, 

December  26.  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk.  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.    Hyland,   Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Safety  Islands  at  the  junction  of  Wash- 
ington and  Dudley  Streets,  Ward  9. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that 
the  Commissioner  of  Pubic  Works  install  two 
safety  islands  at  the  junction  of  Washington  and 
Dudley  streets.  Ward  9. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  work  will  be  sub- 
mitted for  approval  on  a  W.  P.  A.  project  during 
the  early  part  of  next  year. 

George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


DECEMBER    30,     1940. 
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SIDEWALKS,  WEST  THIRD  STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
relative  to  your  order  of  December  9,  1940,  con- 
cerning the  installation  of  granolithic  sidewalks, 
on  West  Third  street,  Ward  6,  from  Dorchester 
street  to  A  street. 

Respectfully, 
Maubice  J.  Tobin,   Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

December  26,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.   Hyland,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:    West  Third  Street,  Ward  6. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  install  grano- 
lithic sidewalks  on  West  Third  street,  Ward  6, 
from  Dorchester  to  A  streets. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  work  will  be  given 
consideration    for   submission    for   approval   on    a 
W.  P.  A.  project  during  the  coming  year. 
Geobge  G.  Hyland. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


FOOD    STAMP   STATIONS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  Overseers  of  the 
Public  Welfare  relative  to  your  order  of  November 
18,  1940,  concerning  the  finding  a  suitable  location 
n  Ward  20,  where  welfare  recipients  may  be  able 
to  purchase  food  stamps  under  the  new  Stamp 
Plan. 

Respectfully, 
Maubice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 
December  16,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Attention  of  Mr.  William  T.  Doyle. 

Dear  Sir, — This  department  has  received  your 
communication  with  enclosed  copy  of  an  order 
from  the  City  Council,  dated  November  18,  1940, 
reading  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
find  a  suitable  location  in  Ward  20  where  welfare 
recipients  may  be  able  to  purchase  food  stamps 
under  the  new  Stamp  Plan." 

The  plan  in  the  issuance  of  Food  Stamps  has 
been  to  use  the  district  offices  or  suitable  locations 
as  near  to  them  as  possible  for  purposes  of  stamp 
distribution.  Because  of  the  fact  that  the  stamp 
purchase  has  to  be  made  only  once  a  week,  we 
feel  from  an  administrative  viewpoint  and  from 
a  cost  viewpoint  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
open  stamp  offices  in  the  various  wards  of  the 
city. 

Yours  truly, 
William  G.  O'Hare,  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  Overseers  of  the 
Public  Welfare  relative  to  your  order  of  November 
18,  1940,  concerning  the  establishing  a  stamp 
distributing  station,  in  connection  with  the  new 
Stamp  Plan  arrangement  in  the  Health  Unit, 
South  Boston,  or  in  some  other  location  in  Ward  7. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 

December  16,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Attention  of  Mr.  William  T.  Doyle. 

Dear  Sir, — This  department  has  received  your 
communication  with  enclosed  copy  of  an  order 
from  the  City  Council,  dated  November  18,  1940, 
reading  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
establish  a  stamp  distributing  station,  in  con- 
nection with  the  new  Stamp  Plan  arrangement, 
in  the  Health  Unit,  South  Boston,  or  in  some 
other  location  in  Ward  7." 

The  plan  in  the  issuance  of  Food  Stamps  has 
been  to  use  the  district  offices  or  suitable  locations 
as  near  to  them  as  possible  for  purposes  of  stamp 
distribution.  Because  of  the  fact  that  the  stamp 
purchase  has  to  be  made  only  once  a  week,  we 
feel  from  an  administrative  viewpoint  and  from 
a  cost  viewpoint  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
open  stamp  offices  in  the  various  wards  of  the 
city. 

Yours  truly, 
William  G.  O'Hare,  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


FLOODING   OF  WARD   18   PLAYGROUNDS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston , 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Department 
relative  to  your  order  of  December  16,  1940, 
concerning  the  flooding  for  skating  purposes  the 
following  playgrounds  in  Ward  18  and  to  install 
lights  for  the  convenience  of  the  skaters:  Norfolk 
street;  Almont  street;  Wood  avenue;  Smith  Field; 
Readville  Playground;  Wright  Golf  Course. 
Respectfully. 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  20,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  Decem- 
ber 20  with  inclosure,  order  of  the  City  Council 
concerning  the  flooding  for  skating  purposes  of  the 
following  playgrounds  in  Ward  18  and  to  install 
lights  for  the  convenience  of  the  skaters:  Norfolk 
street,  Almont  street,  Wood  avenue,  Smith  Field, 
Readville  Playground  and  George  Wright  Golf 
Course. 

Please  be  informed  that  all  playgrounds  in 
Ward  18  have  been  flooded  for  the  past  three 
weeks,  with  the  exception  of  Wood  avenue.  The 
water  has  been  flowing  into  the  Wood  Avenue 
Playground  for  three  weeks  but  through  a  3-inch 
water  main,  as  that  is  the  only  facility  we  have  for 
flooding  this  area. 

There  are  good  bodies  of  water  on  Norfolk 
street,  Almont  street,  Smith  Field  and  Wright 
Golf  Course. 

Readville   Playground   has   never  been   flooded. 
It  has  a  sandy  soil  and  is  not  graded  for  flooding 
purposes.     With  the  coming  of  cold  weather  there 
will  be  good  skating  on  all  other  playgrounds. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


TOBOGGAN   SLIDE,   MARINE   PARK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. - 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Department 
relative  to  your  order  of  December  16,  1940,  con- 
cerning the  erection  of  a  toboggan  slide  in  Marine 
Park,  South  Boston. 

Respectfully, 
Maubice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  20,  1940. 
William  T.  Doyle, 

Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  Decem- 
ber 20   with   inclosure,    City   Council  order  con- 
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cerning  the  erection  of  a  toboggan  slide  in  Marine 
Park,  South  Boston. 

I  regret  exceedingly  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
no  money  available  for  this  purpose.  Further- 
more, it  is  necessary  that  there  should  be  at  least 
a  10  per  cent  grade  in  order  that  we  may  erect  a 
natural  toboggan  shute. 

There   is   an   area   adjacent  to   the   Aquarium 
where  we  allow  children  of  the  district  to  coast, 
and  that  is  the  only  hill  in  Marine  Park. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


PEDESTRIAN   LIGHT,   WARD   19. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  November  25,  1940,  concerning  the 
advisability  of  installing  a  pedestrian  light  at 
the  traffic  circle  at  Pond  street  and  the  Arborway, 
Ward  19. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  December  13,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — This  is  to  acknowledge  receipt  of 
Council  order  dated  November  25,  1940,  which 
reads   as   follows: 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  to  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  installing  a  pedestrian  light  at  the  traffic 
circle  at  Pond  street  and  the  Arborway,  Ward  19, 
when   same   is   erected." 

As  stated  in  the  above  Council  order,  the  Park 
Department  has  begun  construction  of  a  scheme 
of  traffic  islands  of  which  the  center  piece  is  a 
distorted  traffic  circle  in  the  intersection  of  Arbor- 
way, Francis  Parkman  Drive,  Jamaicaway,  Pond 
street  and  Prince  street. 

It  is  expected  that,  when  this  construction  is 
completed,  pedestrian-crossing  of  this  area  will  be 
less  hazardous  than  at  present.  However,  we 
have  discussed  the  suggestion  contained  in  the 
Council  order  with  the  chairman  of  the  Park 
Department,  William  P.  Long,  and  he  has  stated 
that  he  will  view  the  area  with  the  engineers  of 
this  commission  to  determine  the  feasibility  of 
adopting  the  suggestion. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Hicket,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


CAR   SERVICE,   WARD   22. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  President  and  General  Manager  of 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  relative  to  your 
order  of  December  2,  1940,  concerning  the  supple- 
menting all  street  car  and  bus  service  in  Ward  22, 
Brighton. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway, 

December  16,  1940. 
Mr.  William  T.  Doyle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — Since  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
December  6,  with  copy  of  order  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil requesting  that  we  supplement  all  street  car 
and  bus  service  in  Ward  22,  counts  have  been 
taken  on  all  lines  operated  in  the  Brighton  dis- 
trict, and  an  additional  bus  has  been  placed  in 
service  on  the  Faneuil-Central  Square  line.  Counts 
on  other  lines  indicate  that  the  service  is  adequate 
to  meet  the  present  riding  requirements,  but  the 
riding  will  be  carefully  watched  and  adjustments 
made  to  meet  the  requirements. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Edward  Dana, 
President  and  General  Manager. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC  SURVEY,   BRIGHAM   CIRCLE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  rela- 
tive to  your  order  of  December  2,  1940,  concern- 
ing the  making  an  immediate  survey  of  traffic 
conditions  at  Brigham  Circle,  Ward  10,  with  a 
view  to  determining  some  means  for  the  protection 
of  pedestrians. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston,     . 
Public  Works  Department. 

December  16,  1940. 
William  T.  Dovle, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.   Doyle, — This  is  in  reference  to  the 
following  order  that  was  passed  in  the  City  Council 
on  December  2,  1940: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  Traffic  Commission  and  Transit  Com- 
mission be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  make  an  immediate  survey  of  traffic 
conditions  at  Brigham  Circle,  Ward  10,  with  a 
view  to  determining  some  means  for  the  protection 
of  pedestrians." 

Studies  of  this  type  ordinarily  are  made  by 
engineers  of  the  Traffic  Department.  I  have 
contacted  the  Traffic  Commissioner  and  have 
pledged  my  cooperation  to  him  relative  to  any 
studies  that  might  be  made  to  relieve  any  haz- 
ardous conditions  that  exist  to  pedestrians  at  the 
above-referenced  intersection. 

Respectfully  yours, 

George  G.  Htland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


EXPANDING  OF  FOOD  STAMP  PLAN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  Overseers  of  the 
Public  Welfare  relative  to  your  order  of  October 
28,  1940,  concerning  the  conferring  with  Milo 
Perkins,  Chief  of  Surplus  Commodities,  for  the 
purpose  of  expanding  the  Food  Stamp  Plan  in 
Boston  to  include  persons  not  only  receiving 
welfare  aid,  but  old  age  assistance,  mothers'  aid 
and  also  those  living  on  small  pensions. 
Respectfully, 
Macrice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare. 

December  16,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Attention  of  Mr.  William  T.  Doyle. 

Dear  Sir, — This  department  has  received  your 
communication  with  enclosed  copy  of  an  order 
from  the  City  Council,  dated  October  28,  1940, 
reading  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  be  re- 
quested to  confer  with  Milo  Perkins,  Chief  of 
Surplus  Commodities,  for  the  purpose  of  expand- 
ing the  Food  Stamp  Plan  in  Boston  to  include 
persons  not  only  receiving  welfare  aid,  but  old 
age  assistance,  mothers'  aid  and  also  those  living 
on  small  pensions." 

May  I  state  that  in  the  operation  of  the  Food 
Stamp  Plan  in  Boston  those  receiving  Aid  to 
Dependent  Children,  formerly  called  Mothers' 
Aid,  are  included  in  this  plan  and  those  who  are 
living  on  small  incomes  may  now  be  certified 
through  private  agencies  to  the  Public  AVelfare 
Department.  The  operation  of  the  Food  Stamp 
Plan  as  affecting  Old  Age  Assistance  cases  is  being 
given  careful  study,  and  upon  completion  of  the 
report  I  shall  be  only  too  glad  to  inform  the  City 
Council  through  you  as  to  the  result. 

Sincerely  yours, 
William  G.  O'H.vre,  Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 


DECEMBER    30,     1940. 
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READJUSTMENT,   FOOD   STAMP  PLAN. 

The  following  was  received: 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Secretary  of  the  Overseers  of  the 
Public  Welfare  relative  to  your  order  of  December 
9,  1940,  concerning  the  immediately  conferring 
with  officials  of  the  Surplus  Marketing  Administra- 
tion with  a  view  to  readjusting  to  a  lower  level  the 
amounts  that  those  on  Dependent  Aid,  Mothers' 
Aid,  and  W.  P.  A.  are  required  to  spend  for  food 
stamps  out  of  their  allowance. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 

December  23,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Attention:  of  William  T.  Doyle. 

Dear  Sir, — This  department  has  received  your 
communication  with  enclosed  copy  of  an  order 
from  the  City  Council,  dated  December  9,  1940, 
reading  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
immediately  confer  with  officials  of  the  Surplus 
Marketing  Administration  with  a  view  to  re- 
adjusting to  a  lower  level  the  amounts  that  those 
on  Dependent  Aid,  Mothers'  Aid,  and  W.  P.  A. 
are  required  to  spend  for  food  stamps  out  of 
their  allowance." 

I  have  made  arrangements  with  the  Surplus 
Marketing  Administration  to  carefully  study  the 
purchasing  power  of  all  who  participate  in  the 
Stamp  Plan.  After  the  study  is  completed,  con- 
ference will  be  held  with  them  regarding  said 
purchasing  power. 

Sincerely  yours, 
William  G.  O'Haee,  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING    OF    ROCKLAND    STREET. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  rela- 
tive to  your  order  of  December  9,  1940,  concerning 
the  resurfacing  Rockland  street,  Ward  20,  and 
installing  sidewalks  thereon,  the  work  to  be  done 
as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston,  and  County  of  Suffolk. 

December  26,  1940. 
To  William  T.  Doyle,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   George   G.   Hyland,    Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Rockland  Street,  Ward  20. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  Rockland 
street,  Ward  20,  and  install  sidewalks  thereon, 
the  work  to  be  done  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  will  be  given  con- 
sideration   for    submission    for    approval    on    a 
W.  P.  A.  project  during  the  coming  year. 
George  G.  Hyland, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


FUEL  FOR   WELFARE   RECIPIENTS. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  Overseers  of  the 
Public  Welfare  relative  to  your  order  of  Novem- 
ber 18,  1940,  concerning  the  immediately  furnishing 
welfare  recipients  with  coal  and  fuel  oil. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 

December  16,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Attention  of  Mr.  William  T.  Doyle. 

Dear  Sir, — This  department  has  received  your 
communication  with  enclosed  copy  of  an  order 
from  the  City  Council,  dated  November  18,  1940, 
reading  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  the  Public 
Welfare  be  instructed,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  immediately  furnish  welfare  recipients 
with  coal  and  fuel  oil." 

May   I  report  that  the   November  allotments 
were  sent  out  .before  the  end  of  the  month  and 
arrangements  made  for  December  fuel  orders  to 
be  sent  out  in  accordance  with  schedule. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  G.  O'Hare,  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION    FROM    PARKMAN 

FUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  17,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners requesting  the  transfer  of  the  sum  of 
$1,757.87  from  the  income  of  the  George  F.  Park- 
man  Fund  to  the  Maintenance  and  Improvement 
of  the  Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on  Janu- 
ary 12,  1887. 

I  submit  herewith  an  appropriation  order  and 
respectfully  recommend  its  passage  by  your 
Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  12,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — By  vote  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners you  are  respectfully  asked  to  request 
the  City  Council  to  transfer  from  the  income  of 
the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  the  sum  of  $1,757.87, 
which  is  the  final  balance  available  for  this  year, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Park  Commissioners  as  follows: 
Common    and    Parks   in   Existence    on 
January     12,     1887,     Maintenance 
and  Improvement  of $1,757.87 


When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  for  the 
year  1940,  a  sum  equal  to  the  total  yearly  income 
of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  was  deducted 
from  Item  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  with  the 
understanding  that  this  deduction  was  to  be 
replaced  by  the  total  yearly  income  of  said  Park- 
man  Fund  for  1940,  to  be  transferred  as  it  accrued 
from  time  to  time  during  the  year  to  the  regular 
maintenance  appropriation  of  the  Park  Depart- 
ment. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $1,757.87  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the 
George  F.  Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for  the 
Maintenance  and  Improvement  of  the  Common 
and  Parks  in  existence  on  January  12,  1887,  as 
follows: 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on 
January  12,  1887,  Maintenance 
and  Improvement  of $1,757.87 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


MAILING   OF   CHECKS   BY    WELFARE 
DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Secretary  of  the  Overseers  of  the 
Public  Welfare  relative  to  your  order  of  November 
18,  1940,  concerning  the  instructing  the  visitors 
and  social  workers  in  the  dependent  aid  division 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


to  mail  out  checks  to  those  who  are  too  old  or 
unable  to  go  to  the  department  for  them. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 

December  16,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Attention  of  Mr.  William  T.  Doyle. 

Dear  Sir, — This  department  has  received  your 
communication  with  enclosed  copy  of  an  order 
from  the  City  Council,  dated  November  18,  1940, 
reading  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Director  of  the  Public 
Welfare  Department  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  instruct  the  visitors  and 
social  workers  in  the  dependent  aid  division,  to 
mail  out  checks  to  those  who  are  too  old  or  unable 
to  go  to  the  department  for  them." 

In  the  plan  of  operation  of  Dependent  Aid 
check-delivered  cases  wherein  the  recipients  are 
to  call  at  the  units  for  their  checks,  due  care  will 
be  given  to  instruct  all  workers  that  those  persons 
who  because  of  age  of  infirmity  are  unable  to  go 
to  the  units  for  their  checks  should  have  them 
mailed  to  them. 

Yours  truly, 
William  G.  O'Hare,  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


LIFE  INSURANCE  POLICIES  OF  OLD    AGE 
ASSISTANCE   RECIPIENTS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Secretary  of  the  Overseers  of  the 
Public  Welfare  relative  to  your  order  of  December 
9,  1940,  concerning  the  urging  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture to  enact  the  necessary  laws  whereby  the 
recipients  of  old  age  assistance  will  be  enabled  to 
retain  $300  life  insurance  policies  even  though  they 
were  contracted  for  within  the  five-year  period. 
Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 

December  23,  1940. 
Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Attention  of  William  T.  Doyle. 

Dear  Sir, — This  department  has  received  your 
communication  with  enclosed  copy  of  an  order 
from  the  City  Council,  dated  December  9,  1940, 
reading  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  urge 
the  State  Legislature  to  enact  the  necessary  laws 
whereby  the  recipients  of  old  age  assistance  will 
be  enabled  to  retain  $300  life  insurance  policies 
even  though  they  were  contracted  for  within  the 
five-year  period." 

The  secretary  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Public 
Welfare  has  consulted  with  Mr.  Arthur  G.  Rotch, 
Commissioner,  State  Department  of  Public  Wel- 
fare, concerning  the  ruling  whereby  all  insurance 
taken  out  within  a  five-year  period  prior  to  the 
date  of  application  constitutes  a  bar  to  the  appli- 
cant's being  granted  Old  Age  Assistance,  and  I 
feel  that  remedial  legislation  will  be  offered  through 
the  State  Department  of  Public  Welfare  in  the 
coming  session  of  the  Legislature. 

Sincerely  yours, 
William  G.  O'Hare,  Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred   to   the   committees   named,   viz.: 

Claims. 

Mark  T.  Basler,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  200  West  Eighth  street,  caused  by 
backing  up   of  sewage. 

Central  Cornice  and  Roofing  Company,  for 
compensation  for  damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

William  H.  Conlan,  to  be  reimbursed  for  accident 
which  occurred   while  in   performance  of  duty. 


Artillio  DiGiovanni,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Tremont  street. 

R.  S.  Fisher,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

Ethel  Fox,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  an  alleged  defect  at  River  street  and  Blue  Hill 
avenue. 

Henry  Frangetti,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Meridian 
street. 

Marie  F.  Gormley,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Edna  Kelley,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Dorchester  High 
School  for   Girls. 

Warren  V.  Ludden,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  29  Hancock  street,  caused  by  water 
in  cellar. 

John  H.  McCarthy,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  16  Ottawa  street,  caused 
by  broken  sewer  pipe. 

John  McGrath,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Harrison 
avenue  and  East  Dedham  street. 

Josephine  E.  Ranney,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  surgery  work  done  at  City 
Hospital. 

Blanche  Smith,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Whittier  street  and 
Tremont  street. 

-Mary  Scroy,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  20  Spring  street. 

Norma  L.  Wentzell,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  car. 

L.  Zaiger,  for  compensation  for  damage  to  ear 
caused  bv  an  alleged  defect  in  street  near  Navv 
Yard. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 

Petitions  for  driveway  openings,  viz.: 

Y  H.  Realty  Corporation,  Court  street  and 
Court  square  and  Cornhill  square,   Ward  3. 

Vincent  Mottola,  at  Market  and  Faneuil  streets. 

Francis  X.   Roach,   Morton  street.   Ward   19. 


APPOINTMENT    BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  appointment  by  the 
Mayor  of  John  J.  Twomey  of  19  Edgebrook  road, 
West  Roxburv.  as  Superintendent  of  Printing. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  WILLIAM  L.  BAXTER. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  School  Committee 
of  the  appointment  of  William  L.  Baxter  as  Com- 
missioner of  School  Buildings  for  three-year  term 
ending  December  1,  1943. 

Placed  on  file. 


ELECTION   OF  REGISTER   OF  DEEDS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Election 
Commissioners  certifying  election  of  William  T. 
A.  Fitzgerald  as  Register  of  Deeds  for  County  of 
Suffolk  for  term  of  six  years. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   ASSISTANT 
REGISTER   OF   DEEDS. 

Notice  was  received  from  W.  T.  A.  Fitzgerald, 
Register,  of  reappointment  of  John  J.  Attridge,  of 
Boston,  as  assistant  register  of  deeds  of  County  of 
Suffolk  for  term  of  six  years  beginning  January  1, 
1941. 

Placed  on  file. 


RECEIPT   OF   SURETY   BONDS. 

Surety  bonds  of  the  following  officers  were 
submitted,  viz.:  William  T.  A.  Fitzgerald.  Register 
of  Deeds,  and  John  J.  Attridge,  Assistant  Register 
of  Deeds. 

Approved  by  the  Council. 


DECEMBER    30,    1940. 
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QUALIFICATION  OF  REGISTER  OF  DEEDS. 

Register  of  Deeds  W.  T.  A.  Fitzgerald  and 
Assistant  Register  John  J.  Attridge  appeared, 
and  the  oaths  of  office  were  administered  to  them 
by  President  GALVIN. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

Applications  for  minors'  licenses  were  received 
from  eight  newsboys  and  one  bootblack.  Licenses 
granted,  under  usual  conditions. 


USE  OF  COUPES  IN  POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Police 
Commissioner  stating  it  is  not  his  intention  to 
replace  sedan  type  of  cruising  car  with  coupes;  that 
the  department  has  recently  purchased  twenty- 
three  coupes  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  sedan 
type  of  cruising  car,  and  if  same  should  not  prove 
satisfactory  all  cruising  cars  will  be  of  sedan  type. 

Placed  on  file. 


FOOD   PRICES   IN    BOSTON. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  and  Industries  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  relative  to  investigation 
of  food  prices  in  City  of  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL  OF  PRESIDENT    ROOSEVELT'S 
STAND. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  principles  expounded  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  in  his  recent  radio 
address  are  heartening  to  all  American  citizens, 
who  are  desirous  for  the  continuation  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic form  of  government  in  this  nation,  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  ex- 
presses its  unflinching  approval  of  the  stand 
adopted  by  our  great  leader,  and  affirms  the  sincere 
conviction  of  its  membership  that  such  inspiring 
leadership  will  do  all  within  its  power  to  per- 
petuate American  Democracy,  and  to  rid  this 
nation  of  any  threat  of  invasion,  or  possibility  of 
participation  in  any  act  of  warfare. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  yeas  15,  nays  0. 


CLEANING   OF   WARD    10   STREETS. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
arrange  either  for  the  temporary  transfer  from  some 
other  city  yard,  or  for  the  temporary  hire  of  a 
sufficient  number  of  men  to  clean  the  streets  in 
Ward  10. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
include  in  his  budget  for  1941  a  sum  sufficient  to 
purchase  a  new  street-sweeping  machine  for  use  in 
the  Ward  10  district. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  while  I  have  no 
criticism  to  make  of  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner, who  is  hampered  by  the  condition  existing 
at  the  present  time,  I  do  wish  to  say  that  the  streets 
in  WardlO  are  in  a  deplorable  condition,  especially 
since  the  cut  of  a  month  ago  in  the  W.  P.  A.  em- 
ployees. As  a  result,  a  deplorable  increase  in  filth 
conditions  of  our  streets  is  noticeable  throughout 
the  entire  district.  For  that  reason,  an  additional 
number  of  men  should  be  supplied  either  to  our 
yard  or  transferred  from  some  other  city  yard  to 
Ward  10.  I  understand  that  we  have  out  there 
at  the  present  time  only  one  street-cleaning 
machine,  which  is  out  of  kilter  for  four  or  five  days 
each  week.  The  complaints  of  residents  of  the 
district  are  entirely  justified,  and  I  think  this  is 
the  proper  time  for  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  now  that  the  budget  is  being  prepared,  to 
make  some  allocation  of  funds,  for  cleaning 
machines  and  men,  to  take  care  of  Ward  10  during 
the  coming  year.  We  have  street-cleaning 
machines  in  other  sections  of  the  city.  I  do 
not  ask  for  partiality,  but  certainly  the  people  of 
Ward  10  are  entitled  to  the  same  consideration  as 


the  people  of  other  sections.  We  are  taxpayers  and 
should  have  our  streets  kept  in  as  good  condition  as 
streets  in  other  parts  of  the  city.  I  understand  that 
there  have  been  a  reduction  of  4,000  welfare 
recipients  which  means  a  saving  to  the  city  pay 
rolls  of  SI, 250,000  for  the  year.  I  trust  that  funds 
will  be  provided  to  meet  existing  conditions  and 
that  something  will  be  done  to  keep  the  streets  of 
Boston,  especially  in  Ward  10,  in, a  condition 
creditable  to  the  city  district. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


MORE   MEN   IN   SANITARY   DIVISION. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
immediately  assign  more  men  to  the  Sanitary 
Division  of  the  Public  Works  Department  in 
Ward  3. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  heartily  agree 
with  the  previous  order  offered  by  the  Councilor 
from  Ward  10  (Coun.  Carey)  and  wish  to  bring 
to  the  attention  and  to  the  minds  of  the  members 
of  this  Body  what  has  transpired  in  my  district 
during  the  past  Christmas  holidays.  I  am  not 
casting  any  reflections  on  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
or  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  who  are 
doing  the  best  they  possibly  can  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. For  the  work  they  have  done  I 
admire  them.  Nevertheless,  the  streets  of  my 
district,  Ward  3,  have  been  during  the  recent 
holidays  in  a  very  deplorable  condition.  We 
were  greeted  for  Christmas  with  the  sight  of  a 
miserable  lot  of  cans  containing  ashes,  swill  and 
all  kinds  of  rubbish  on  our  streets,  which  should 
have  been  collected  on  Monday,  but  was  there 
up  to  twelve  o'clock  Tuesday  night  and  later. 
I  kept  the  telephone  wires  hot  trying  to  get  some- 
body to  come  down  there  and  clean  up  the  mess. 
That  is  probably  one  of  the  principal  reasons 
why  I  have  been  suffering  from  a  severe  cold  and 
have  just  come  from  a  sick  bed.  I  feel,  there- 
fore, even  if  it  does,  mean  the  expenditure  of 
additional  money  by  the  city,  there  should  be 
more  men  assigned  to  the  Sanitary  Division  of 
the  Public  Works  Department  in  Ward  3,  to  take 
care  of  the  condition  from  which  we  have  been 
suffering.  Of  course,  we  are  trying  to  keep 
down  expenses  and  to  reduce  taxes  in  every 
reasonable  and  possible  way.  We  are  cooperating 
in  doing  everything  we  can  in  the  interest  of  the 
taxpayers  of  the  City  of  Boston.  But  I,  for  one, 
claim  that  when  we  are  dealing  with  the  Sani- 
tary Division,  money  should  not  be  spared  to  see 
that  that  division  functions  in  a  proper  way; 
eliminating  such  conditions  as  those  with  which 
we  have  been  recently  confronted  in  my  ward  at 
Christmastime,  with  swill  and  refuse  in  the  middle 
of  our  streets  and  boys  and  girls  and  older  people 
suffering  from  the  mess;  getting  all  sorts  of  stuff 
into  their  eyes  and  being  confronted  everywhere 
with  all  sorts  of  filth.  There  is  a  saying  I  have 
known  since  a  child,  that  to  be  poor  is  not  a  sin, 
but  to  be  unclean  is.  There  must  be  some  means 
by  which  money  can  be  provided  to  meet  this 
situation.  Let  us  get  rid  of  that  condition. 
People  in  my  ward  unavoidably  have  to  suffer 
from  some  home  conditions  which  people  in  cer- 
tain other  sections  do  not  have  to  meet.  That  is 
through  no  fault  of  their  own,  but  perhaps  in 
part  on  account  of  their  financial  condition.  It  is 
partly,  no  doubt,  because  of  old,  ancient  build- 
ings that  are  not  as  well  equipped  as  they  might 
be  to  meet  present  health  conditions.  But  I  do 
not  intend  to  let  the  people  of  my  district  con- 
tinue to  suffer  from  such  deplorable  conditions 
as  existed  in  my  ward  this  past  Christmas  week. 
Those  conditions  will  have  to  be  eliminated. 
You  might  go  into  some  of  the  homes  there  and 
not  find  an  Oriental  rug,  a  Frigidaire  or  new 
furniture.  You  may  find  a  bathroom  with  no 
bath  or  shower  facilities.  But  if  you  go  into 
any  of  those  homes  you  will  see  that,  although 
they  may  not  have  Oriental  rugs,  Frigidaires 
or  new  furniture,  and  although  they  may  not 
have  bathrooms  that  contain  bathing  and  shower 
facilities,  there  is  cleanliness,  because  that  is  one 
of  the  things  which  keeps  up  America,  which 
keeps  our  youth  in  good  physical  condition. 
But  certainly  these  conditions  I  refer  to  must  be 
eliminated.  J  have  made  complaint  time  and 
time  again,  and  been  confronted  with  the  answer 
that,  "Where  we  have  welfare  workers,  how  can 
we  expect  those  individuals  to  do  the  work  that 
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is  expected  of  the  ordinary  employee  who  is 
hired  for  that  sort  of  thing?"  But  we  are  con- 
fronted, as  I  say,  with  these  conditions  that 
are  not  bearable.  Certainly  our  streets  cannot  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  any  such  condition.  We  got 
in  touch  with  the  Mayor  on  Christmas  night 
and  a  team  was  sent  down  there,  with  one  man 
and  a  driver,  and  I  had  one  of  my  own  men  help, 
trying  to  put  the  streets  in  decent  condition. 
That  man  and  the  driver  and  the  man  I  furnished 
worked  until  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  trying 
to  straighten  things  out.  A  young  girl  came 
into  my  office  and  said  to  me,  "Councilor,  I  have 
lived  here  since  I  was  born.  Friends  of  mine  are 
coming  in  from  out  of  town,  and  they  will  be 
greeted  by  this  swill  outside  my  door."  I  tell 
you,  it  was  heartbreaking  to  hear  that  young  girl 
carry  on.  And  so  I  say  to  you,  gentlemen,  let 
us  now  resolve  that  for  1941  the  City  of  Boston 
shall  be  known  as  the  cleanest  city  throughout 
America.  I  know  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  is 
interested  in  seeing  that  our  streets  are  clean,  as 
he  is  interested  in  the  Food  Stamp  Plan,  looking 
to  a  proper  supply  of  food  for  our  people.  We 
know  that  he  spoke  over  the  radio  on  that  ques- 
tion. Yes,  we  need  that  extra  food  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  health  of  our  people,  and  I  also 
maintain  that  we  need  cleanliness;  need  to  pro- 
tect our  children  who  are  forced  to  play  in  the 
streets.  They  have  no  areas  where  they  may 
exercise,  so  that  they  will  grow  up  with  good 
physique  and  mental  capacity,  sound  minds  in 
sound  bodies.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  this  Council 
will  go  on  record  as  resolving  that  for  1941  we  are 
going  to  see  that  the  streets  of  Boston  are  kept 
clean. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  wonder  if  you  or 
the  Councilor  from  Ward  3  can  inform  me  whether 
his  district  is  under  contract  in  this  matter,  or 
whether  the  city  does  the  work. 

President  GALVIN — It  is  under  the  city. 

Coun.  FISH — Yes,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
under  the  city.  If  it  is  any  consolation  to  the 
two  previous  Councilors  who  have  spoken  upon 
this  matter,  I  will  say  that  the  same  conditions 
to  which  they  have  referred  in  their  ward  exist 
in  Dorchester.  I  have  had  numerous  complaints 
in  the  last  two  weeks  that  there  has  not  been  a 
street  out  our  way  cleaned  since  the  leaves  started 
falling  off  the  trees.  Since  we  are  now  being 
deprived  of  the  services  that  our  people  have  been 
getting,  I  believe  it  is  imperative  that  we  should 
increase  the  personnel  of  the  Sanitary  Division. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB— Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
go  along  with  the  Councilors  from  Ward  3,  Ward  10 
and  Ward  10,  in  objecting  to  the  condition  of  the 
streets  in  the  Ward  14  district  of  Boston.  I 
think  in  the  Ward  14  district  of  Boston,  as  in 
the  other  parts  of  Dorchester  district,  ashes  and 
garbage  are  now  being  collected  under  contract 
with  Coleman  Brothers  Contracting  Company, 
and,  like  the  Councilor  from  Ward  10  (Coun. 
Fish),  I  have  received  many  complaints  during 
the  last  year  relative  to  the  collection  of  ashes  and 
garbage.  I  don't  know  what  the  Coleman  Brothers 
Contracting  Company  are  doing  in  the  other 
wards  where  they  have  contracts  to  collect  ashes 
and  garbage,  but  I  know  that  in  my  ward  they  are 
not  collecting  their  ashes  and  garbage  on  a  regular 
schedule,  as  provided  for  in  the  contract  with 
the  City  of  Boston.  I  have  been  informed  that 
it  is  cheaper  for  the  city  to  issue  a  contract  for 
this  type  of  service  than  to  have  the  Sanitary 
Division  of  the  Public  Works  Department  do 
this  work.  If  a  contractor  neglects  to  collect 
ashes  and  garbage,  in  accordance  with  the  terms 
of  his  contract,  I  question  whether  the  city  is 
accomplishing  anything  that  will  benefit  the 
citizens  in  giving  out  these  contracts.  I  have 
been  informed  that  Coleman  Brothers  are  receiv- 
ing approximately  $150,000  a  year  for  collecting 
ashes  and  garbage  in  the  Dorchester  district, 
and  I  have  received  scores  of  letters  from  residents 
of  my  ward  to  the  effect  that  their  ashes  and 
garbage  have  been  allowed  to  accumulate  for 
weeks  and  weeks,  with  boxes  and  barrels  standing 
on  the  sidewalks  while  waiting  for  collections  by 
that  concern.  I  would  like  to  know  what  Cole- 
man Brothers  are  doing,  anyway,  in  return  for 
the  money  that  they  receive,  and  I  trust  that 
the  Public  Works  Department  will  get  in  contact 
with  them  and  find  out  definitely  what  they  are 
doing  in  the  way  of  collection.  It  is  a  serious 
condition  of  affairs  today,  something  that  involves 
not  only  the  convenience  but  the  health  of  the 
community.  We  have  ashes  and  garbage  accumu- 
lating to  the   extent   that  it  is  a   menace  to  the 


health  of  the  community.  If  Coleman  Brothers 
cannot  do  the  work,  let  us  do  it.  We  certainly 
can  do  it  much  better. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  move 
to  amend  the  order  by  adding,  after  the  words 
"Ward  3,"  the  words  "and  elsewhere  in  the  City 
of  Boston."  I  think  that  what  has  been  said 
applies  not  only  to  conditions  in  Ward  3,  but  to 
conditions  in  other  districts  of  the  city.  I  know 
it  applies  to  certain  parts  of  my  district.  It  is  a 
very  serious  and  important  subject,  and,  I  think, 
one  that  should  be  very  carefully  considered  in 
drawing  up  the  budget  for  the  coming  year. 
There  is  not  only  the  sanitary  question  that  arises 
from  the  accumulation  of  ashes  and  garbage, 
but  there  is  also  a  great  deal  of  trouble  from  rats, 
who  breed  and  thrive  on  the  garbage  that  is  left 
out.  I  think  we  all  realize  the  menace  from  rats 
from  their  biting  children  and  that  sort  of  thing, 
and  the  general  nuisance  and  menace  to  health 
conditions  that  they  cause.  I  trust  that  the 
order  will  pass  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Coun.  Shattuck's  amendment  was  adopted, 
and  the  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order 
as  amended. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  this  is  not  a 
question  of  lack  of  efficiency  in  the  Sanitary  De- 
partment. We  cannot  blame  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner,  because  he  is  handicapped  in  the 
present  situation  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  he  is  no 
longer  getting  assistance  from  those  on  welfare, 
who  have  been  performing  many  of  the  regular 
functions  of  the  Sanitary  Division  in  the  way  of 
cleaning  up  the  ashes  and  garbage  in  the  streets. 
I  know  that  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  has 
been  doing  everything  within  his  power  to  take 
care  of  this  situation.  I  have  called  upon  him 
many  times  during  the  past  month  complaining 
to  him  of  certain  conditions  in  the  alleys  in  my 
district,  and  I  know  that  he  has  done  everything 
he  could  to  take  care  of  the  situation,  but  has  been 
handicapped  with  an  undermanned  force.  I  am 
sure  that  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  will  do 
everything  in  his  power  to  take  care  of  the  situa- 
tion, but  we  must  cooperate  with  him  and  give 
him  the  additional  means  that  he  must  have  to 
carry  on  this  work.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
5  (Coun.  Shattuck)  speaks  about  rats  and  other 
conditions  which  have  arisen  because  of  the  failure 
to  regularly  collect  the  refuse  in  our  city.  The 
rat  condition  in  certain  sections  is  terrible.  Rats 
can  be  seen  rushing  through  the  yards  and  feeding 
on  the  refuse  that  has  been  allowed  to  accumulate 
for  weeks,  and  these  animals  are  a  menace  to  the 
health  of  the  city.  If  there  is  one  department  of 
the  city  which  particularly  should  be  provided 
with  ample  means  for  carrying  on  such  work,  it  is 
the  Sanitary  Division  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. It  is  one  of  the  most  important  divisions 
in  our  municipal  government,  and  I  trust  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  will  see  that  proper  provisions 
are  made  in  the  new  budget  to  take  care  of  this 
situation. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 


OIL    FARM     NEAR    COLUMBIA    STATION. 

Coun.  WICKES  and  HUTCHINSON  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  submit  to  the  City  Council  in  writing 
an  explanation  as  to  the  delay  in  arriving  at  a 
decision  regarding  the  petition  of  the  Ocean  Ter- 
minal Company,  to  erect  a  40.000,000-gallon 
gasoline  and  oil  farm  on  the  shore  of  the  old  Calf 
Pasture,  along  Mile  road,  near  Columbia  Station 
of  the  Boston  Elevated. 

Be  it  further  ordered,  That  the  said  Board  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit 
their  decision  regarding  the  above  matter  to  the 
City  Council  if  a  decision  has  been  reached. 

Coun.  WICKES — Mr.  President,  some  time 
ago  there  %vas  a  meeting  held  in  this  Council 
Chamber  protesting  the  erection  of  a  40,000,000- 
gallon  gasoline  and  oil  farm  on  Mile  road.  Several 
hundred  interested  citizens  of  the  Dorchester 
district,  including  clergymen,  public-spirited  mem- 
bers of  the  Dorchester-All-Together-Movement  and 
other  organizations,  and  a  splendid  representation 
of  elected  public  officials,  were  present  to  register 
their  vigorous  protests  against  the  Ocean  Terminal 
Company,  who  was  the  petitioner  in  this  matter. 
The  Dorchester-All-Together-Movement  through 
its  own  efforts,   and  through  the  medium  of  the 
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splendid  cooperation  of  the  Dorchester  "Argus 
News,"  has  been  an  invaluable  instrument  in 
sponsoring  the  wishes  of  Dorchester  residents  in 
its  efforts  to  keep  this  issue  constantly  before  the 
attention  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  I  wish  to 
emphasize  the  fact  that  an  issue  such  as  this  present 
issue,  or  any  issue  which  vitally  concerns  the 
interest  of  220,000  residents,  and  of  such  a  large 
area  as  Dorchester,  is  in  no  danger  of  being  a 
forgotten  issue  while  we  have  the  cooperation  of 
such  an  organization  and  newspaper,  and  while  I 
represent  my  district,  Ward  17. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON— Mr.  President,  as 
stated  by  the  Councilor,  we  had  a  meeting  here 
and  a  large  number  of  the  people  of  Dorchester, 
interested  citizens,  opposed  this  thing  very  strenu- 
ously. We  thought  that  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  would  immediately  render  a  deci- 
sion throwing  the  thing  out,  but  I  have  contacted 
them  many  times,  and  up  to  today  they  have  not 
given  a  decision.  This  is  something  that  will 
menace  the  beaches  of  the  City  of  Boston,  in  Dor- 
chester and  South  Boston,  and  that  will  endanger 
the  health  of  the  people.  It  will  be  a  tremendous 
fire  menace.  We  know  the  danger  that  comes 
from  the  storage  of  oil  in  large  quantities,  that 
it  is  a  tremendous  fire  menace  and  a  threat  to  life, 
and  there  is  certainly  a  chance  that  it  might  blow 
up  a  part  of  Dorchester  and  South  Boston.  We 
realize  also  the  menace  from  lightning,  that  there 
have  been  150  cases  throughout  the  country  at 
different  times  where  very  bad  fires  and  explosions 
have  resulted  from  lightning.  I  think  we  all  feel 
that  the  Street  Commissioners  should  have  given  a 
decision  against  this  proposition  before  this.  But 
the  thing  has  gone  on  from  month  to  month  until 
today,  and  no  action  apparently  has  been  taken  by 
the  Board.  We  have  felt  that  we  should  not  push 
the  matter  too  much,  but  a  good  deal  of  time  has 
gone  by  and  we  have  heard  nothing  from  the 
Commission.  I  believe  that  they  should  have 
thrown  it  out  immediately,  and  I  certainly  would 
like  to  see  them  take  some  definite  action  this 
week. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  as  a  representative 
of  many  of  the  people  of  Dorchester,  I  was  present 
at  the  hearing  referred  to,  and  I  believe  enough 
time  has  elapsed  for  the  Board  to  have  given 
thorough  consideration  to  the  matter  and  to  have 
arrived  at  a  decision.  I  trust  that  they  will  act 
immediately. 

Coun.  KELLY— Mr.  President,  like  the  Coun- 
cilor from  Ward  16  (Coun.  Fish),  I  also  was  present 
at  the  hearing,  and  I  also  was  surprised  that  they 
did  not  throw  the  petition  out  immediately  after 
the  hearing.  I  am  certainly  surprised  that  the 
members  of  the  Board  have  not  arrived  at  a  deci- 
sion up  to  this  late  date,  and  I  certainly  trust, 
now  that  we  have  brought  it  to  their  attention  in 
this  order,  they  will  throw  the  thing  out. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


AUTOMATIC   SIGNALS,    WARD    13. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  include 
in  his  budget  for  1941  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide 
for  the  installation  of  automatic  traffic  signals  at 
the  following  locations  in  Ward  13: 

Savin  Hill  avenue  and  Dorchester  avenue; 
Quincy  street  and  Blue  Hill  avenue;  Crescent 
avenue  and  Dorchester  avenue. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON— Mr.  President,  all  the 
members  of  the  City  Council  year  after  year  have 
asked  for  traffic  lights  in  their  various  districts. 
That  is  true  not  only  of  myself  but  of  the  other 
members  of  this  Body.  We  have  passed  order  after 
order  only  to  be  told  that  the  City  of  Boston  cannot 
provide  any  money  for  the  purpose.  And  so  the 
result  has  been,  in  spite  of  all  the  accidents  that  we 
have  had  in  the  city  because  of  lack  of  traffic  lights, 
the  thing  has  gone  on,  and  in  spite  of  every  con- 
ceivable effort  to  get  such  lights  in  our  sections  we 
are  still  without  them.  So  far  our  efforts  have  been 
without  avail.  I  feel,  with  the  budget  coming  in 
next  month,  that  the  Mayor  should  include  in  it  at 
least  $100,000  for  traffic  lights  in  various  districts. 
We  have  not  had  any  money  appropriated  for  the 
purpose  for  the  last  ten  years.  In  the  mean  time, 
because  of  the  lack  of  traffic  lights,  pedestrians  in 
different  sections  of  Boston  have  been  exposed  to 
all  the  hazards  of  automobile  traffic,  particularly  at 
such  locations  as  Savin  Hill  avenue  and  Dorchester 
avenue,  Quincy  street  and  Blue  Hill   avenue,  and 


Crescent  avenue  and  Dorchester  avenue.  I  trust 
that  this  order  will  be  passed,  and  that  something 
will  be  done  about  it,  that  the  Mayor  will  see  that 
money  for  traffic  lights  is  included  in  the  budget 
for  next  year. 

Coun.  KELLY— Mr.  President,  Savin  Hill 
avenue  and  Dorchester  avenue  are  also  in  my  ward, 
Ward  15,  and  I  will  have  to  go  along  with  the 
Councilor  from  Ward  13  (Coun.  Hutchinson).  This 
is  one  of  the  most  dangerous  sections  in  Boston. 
There  have  been  a  lot  of  fatal  accidents  there.  I 
know  that  in  my  third  term  in  the  City  Council 
they  were  trying  to  put  in  traffic  lights  in  Old 
Harbor  Village,  and  I  then  pointed  out  the  fact 
that  Savin  Hill  avenue  and  Dorchester  avenue  was 
the  fifth  most  dangerous  crossing  in  the  City  of 
Boston.  And  so  I  also  say  at  this  time  that  money 
should  be  appropriated  so  that  the  danger  at  this 
and  other  crossings  may  be  eliminated. 

Coun.  WICKES — Mr.  President,  I  agree  with 
the  other  councilors  who  have  spoken  with  regard 
to  the  importance  and  necessity  for  additional 
traffic  lights  in  the  City  of  Boston.  Since  I  became 
a  member  of  this  Body  I  have  repeatedly  tried  to 
have  traffic  lights  at  Gallivan  Boulevard  and  Wash- 
ington street.  I  am  not  entirely  familiar  with  some 
other  dangerous  points  which  other  members  may 
know  about,  where  they  desire  to  have  lights,  but 
I  do  know  that  at  the  corner  of  Gallivan  Boulevard 
and  Washington  street  is  one  of  the  most  dangerous 
places  in  Massachusetts.  If  you  happen  to  be  there 
at  a  busy  time,  particularly  on  a  rainy  day,  you 
will  sometimes  breathe  a  thousand  times  a  minute 
for  fear  that  somebody  is  going  to  be  killed,  because 
it  is  an  extremely  dangerous  place.  Now  I  am 
coming  down  to  something  very  important.  I  have 
had  conferences  with  the  Mayor  several  times  in 
regard  to  traffic  lights.  He  promised  me  back  in 
April  that  traffic  lights  would  be  furnished  at  that 
spot  after  November  15.  He  repeated  his  promise 
in  June  and  in  August,  saying,  "You  will  get  the 
traffic  lights  after  November  15,  1940."  Being  well 
aware  how  quickly  money  can  be  allocated,  trans- 
ferred and  spent,  I  did  not  lose  any  time.  I  went 
in  to  see  the  Mayor  again  on  November  16,  after 
the  promised  time  had  elapsed,  and  was  then  told 
that  I  could  not  have  the  traffic  lights,  that  there 
wasn't  any  money  for  them.  As  I  have  sat  here  as 
a  member  of  this  Body,  I  have  noticed  that  there 
always  seems  to  be  money  for  certain  purposes, 
but  .there  does  not  seem  to  be  money  for  traffic 
lights,  which  would  help  remove  the  continual 
danger  to  people's  lives  at  bad  crossings,  such  as 
Gallivan  Boulevard  and  Washington  street.  I  cer- 
tainly hope,  therefore,  that  in  1941,  money  will  be 
available  for  traffic  lights  at  Gallivan  Boulevard  and 
Washington  street.  I  trust  that  something  definite 
will  be  done,  because.  I  shall  no  longer  believe  in 
vague  promises  of  this  kind  to  John  Wickes,  a 
member  of  the  City  Council  from  Ward  17.  I  am 
no  longer  taking  those  promises. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  this  appears  to  be 
a  Dorchester  day.  I  hope  if  and  when  money  is 
provided  for  this  purpose,  as  Ward  16  also  has 
places  where  there  is  this  threat  to  life  through  lack 
of  traffic  lights,  that  something  will  be  done  in  that 
ward. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ARC    LIGHT,    SUDAN   STREET,    WARD    13. 

Coun.  HUTCHINSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  arrange  for  the  installation  of  an  arc  light  in 
front  of  No.  34  Sudan  street,  Ward  13. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  ENGLERT,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and 
sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston  for 
the  month  of  December. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 


REPORT  OF   COMMITTEE   ON   CLAIMS. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Arthur  E.  Mayo 
(referred    December    16)    to    be    reimbursed    for 
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amount  of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging 
to  Park  Department,  recommending  passage  of 
accompanying  order,   viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  ($22.50)  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Arthur  E.  Mayo  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of 
execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to 
the  Park  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Peter  A.  Gargan 
(referred  December  9)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount 
of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  prison  van  belonging  to  Suffolk 
County  Jail,  recommending  passage  of  accompany- 
ing order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  eighty- 
seven  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents  ($187.75)  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  Patrick  A.  Gargan  in  reim- 
bursement for  amount  of  judgment  issued  against 
him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  prison 
van  belonging  to  the  Suffolk  County  Jail,  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;    said  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  petition  of  Charles  V.  Campbell 
(referred  December  16)  to  be  reimbursed  for 
amount  of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging 
to  Fire  Department,  recommending  the  passage  of 
accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  ($250)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Charles  V. 
Campbell  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execu- 
tion issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Fire 
Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Con- 
tingent Fund. 

Report  accepted;    said  order  passed. 


ANNUAL    REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON 
CLAIMS. 

Coun.    GOTTLIEB,     for    the     Committee     on 
Claims,  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  Claims  respectfully  submits 
the   following   report   showing    the   disposition   of 
claims  during  the  municipal  year  1940: 
Claims  pending  January  1,  1940,    1,258 

Claims  received  during  1940 703 

1,961 
Claims  disapproved  during  1940,       359 
Claims  approved  during  1940. .  .        133 
Amount  paid   out  on   approved 

claims $6,924  23 

Reimbursements  (claims  against 

city  employees,  not  suits) ....         53 
Amount  paid  out  on  reimburse- 
ments against  city  employees, 

not  suits .  .  1,639  90 

Reimbursements   (cases   against 

city  employees,  suits) 48 

Amount  paid  out  on  reimburse- 
ments against  city  employees, 
suits 9,424  01 

Total  amount  paid  out  on  claims.  .  $17,988  14 
Claims   returned   to   Committee 
on  Claims  on  which  Statute  of 

Limitations  had  expired 231 

Number  of  claims  pending  De- 
cember 31,  1940 1,137 

For  the  Committee, 
Joseph  J.  Gottlieb,  Chairman. 
The  report  was  accepted. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses' 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Winthrop  Transpor- 
tation Company,  Inc.,  for  license  to  operate  from 
Winthrop  line  to  Haymarket  square  (referred 
March  11)  —  that  no  further  action  is  necessary. 

Report  on  petition  of  Winthrop  Transportation 
Company,  Inc.,  for  license  to  operate  between 
Winthrop  line  and  South  Ferry  (referred  March 
11)  —  that  no  further  action  is  necessary. 

Report  on  petition  of  Rapid  Transit,  Inc.,  for 
license  to  operate  from  Winthrop  line  to  Hay- 
market  square  (referred  March  18)  —  that  no 
further  action  is  necessary. 


Report  on  petition  of  Warwick  Coach  Lines,  Inc., 
for  license  to  operate  between  Winthrop  line  and 
Orient  Heights  (referred  March  11) — that  no 
further  action  is  necessary. 

Report  on  petition  of  Modern  Bus  Lines  for 
license  to  operate,  between  Boston-Dedham  line  at 
Spring  street  to  Forest  Hills  Elevated  station  — ■ 
that  no  further  action  is  necessary. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
reports. 

Coun.  FISH  —  Mr.  President,  these  are  five 
petitions  referring  to  Winthrop  bus  transportation, 
which  was  taken  care  of  when  we  granted  the 
permit,  I  think,  to  the  Winthrop  Transportation 
Company  on  another  route.  Therefore,  so  far  as 
these  five  petitions  are  concerned,  there  is  no  further 
action  necessary.  The  other  petitioner,  the  Modern 
Bus  Company,  withdrew  its  petition. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Kendall  Goodwin  for 
driveway  opening  at  719  Washington  street  (re- 
ferred April  1) — that  license  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

Coun.  FISH  —  Mr.  President,  so  that  the  Coun- 
cil may  know  why  that  particular  petition  was 
rejected,  the  purpose  of  the  proposed  sidewalk 
opening  was  for  a  gas  station,  the  permit  for  which 
was  denied.  So  there  is  no  necessity  now  for  a 
sidewalk  opening. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  petition  given 
leave  to  withdraw. 


EXTERMINATION    OF    RODENT.  LIFE. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Health  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  sponsor 
a  W.  P.  A.  project  for  the  purpose  of  exterminating 
the  rodent  life  which  exists  in  alleys,  freight  yards 
and  other  sections  in  Boston. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  recall  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  (Coun.  Shattuck)  men- 
tioned the  fact  that  the  accumulation  of  swill  and 
rubbish  attracts  thousands  of  rats  and  creates 
breeding  places  for  rodents,  to  such  an  extent  that 
I  have  been  surprised  at  conditions  of  that  kind 
that  actually  exist  in  Boston,  I  know  of  many 
places  in  our  city,  Mr.  President,  where  there  are 
so  many  rats  thai  a  cat  is  actually  afraid  to  roam 
around  in  such  places!  (Laughter.)  That  may 
sound  odd,  but  it  is  a  positive  fact.  Physicians 
have  told  me  about  dangerous  conditions  that 
exist  in  some  of  our  alleys  because  of  this  sort  of 
thing.  I  know  housewives  are  afraid  to  go  into 
their  yards  in  the  evening  because  of  the  existence 
of  rodent  life.  It  is  a  very  serious  situation.  I 
understand  that  many  districts  in  our  metropolitan 
area  have  adopted  measures  to  exterminate  rodent 
life  in  their  communities,  but  I  don't  know  of 
any  similar  move  in  the  City  of  Boston.  With 
this  condition  of  affairs  existing  in  our  city.  I 
honestly  believe  something  should  be  done,  and 
I  know  of  no  better  way  to  deal  with  the  matter 
than  throuch  a  W.  P.  A.  project  for  the  purpose  of 
exterminating  rodent  life  which  exists  in  alleys, 
freight  yards  and  other  sections  in  Boston.  It 
will  also  be  important  to  educate  people  in  means 
of  dealing  with  this  matter.  So  I  trust  that  the 
Health  Commissioner  will  give  this  order  serious 
consideration. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  INSPECTION 
OF   PRISONS. 

Coun.  FISH  for  Coun.  Lyons,  submitted  the 
following: 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  126 
of  the  General  Laws,  the  Committee  on  Inspection 
of  Prisons  of  the  City  Council  submits  herewith 
its  annual  report. 

Suffolk  County  Jail. 

The  customary  semi-annual  inspections  of  the 
Suffolk  County  Jail  were  made.  No  complaints 
of  any  kind  were  received  by  your  committee  and 
the  jail  was  found  to  be  in  a  clean  and  sanitary 
condition. 

House  of  Correction. 

The  usual  number  of  visits  were  made  by  your 
committee  to  the  House  of  Correction  at  Deer 
Island,  during  the  year,  and  the  same  wholesome 
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and   sanitary   condition   as   in   former   years   pre- 
vailed at  this  institution. 

For  the  Committee, 

Philip  Austin  Fish, 
Chairman    pro    tem. 
The  report  was  accepted. 


COLLECTION    OF   ASHES   AND    GARBAGE 
BY   COLEMAN  BROTHERS. 

Coun.  GOTTLIEB,  GOODE,  and  FISH 
offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  Many  residents  of  the  Dorchester 
District  have  complained  that  the  Coleman 
Brothers  Construction  Company  has  not  rendered 
efficient  service  in  the  collection  of  ashes  and 
garbage  in  Dorchester,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  go  on 
record  as  opposing  a  further  continuance  of  con- 
tracting work  with  the  Coleman  Brothers  Com- 
pany in  the  City  of  Boston. 

The  resolution  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


RESURFACING    OF   KANE   STREET, 
WARD   15. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That    the     Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,     through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor  to  resurface  Kane  street,   Ward   15,   with 
smooth  pavement,  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CLEANING    OF    DUMPS,    MARINE    PARK, 
ETC. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  have  the  dump  conditions 
cleaned  up  in  the  vicinity  of  Marine  Park  and 
Castle  Island. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CLEANING  OF  STREETS  AND  ALLEY- 
WAYS. 

Coun.  D.  F.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Acting  Mayor  of  Boston  be 
requested  to  instruct  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner to  employ  a  sufficient  number  of  men, 
for  a  period  of  twenty  days,  in  the  Sanitary  Divi- 
sion to  clean  streets  and  alleyways  throughout 
the  city. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING  OF  WASHINGTON  STREET, 
WARD    17. 

Coun.  WICKES  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  make  arrangements  for  the  resurfacing  of  Wash- 
ington street,  Ward  17,  between  Harvard  street 
and  Codman  square,  as  soon  as  conditions  will 
permit. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ADDITIONAL     PERMANENT     ASSISTANT 
REGISTRARS. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Election  Com- 
missioners, be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  consider  the  advisibility  of  adding 
forty  additional  permanent  assistant  registrars 
of  voters  to  personnel  of  that  department. 

Coun.  M.  H.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  the 
Election  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston  has 
not  increased  its  personnel  in  the  last  ten  years. 
It  is  certainly  time  that  additional  personnel 
was  placed  on  the  pay  roll  of  the  department. 
The  assistant  registrars  in  the  department,  through 
retirement,  death  and  otherwise,  have  been 
brought  to  a  lower  level  than  it  was  in  1900,  and 


since  then  other  sections  of  the  City  of  Boston 
have  been  added  to  Boston  proper  and  the  duties 
of  the  department  have  immensely  increased. 
Additional  work  has  also  been  placed  on  the 
department  since  that  time, — such  as  the  recent 
service  registry,  social  security,  the  issuance  of 
certificates  to  those  leaving  the  country  or  going 
elsewhere.  I  can  recall  a  year  ago  when  a  member 
of  the  Municipal  Research  Bureau  came  here  and 
advocated  a  reduction  of  the  men  in  that  depart- 
ment, where,  as  I  say,  there  are  already  fewer 
men  employed  in  1940  than  there  were  in  1903. 
It  must  be  evident  to  everybody  that  the  increase 
in  the  size  of  our  city  and  the  additional  functions 
that  have  been  taken  on  by  the  department 
that  more  men  are  needed.  I  know  that  is  so 
from  my  personal  experience,  working  there  for 
two  and  one  half  years,  and  having  had  occasion  to 
discover  that  the  men  in  that  department  are 
probably  worked  harder  than  in  any  other  depart- 
ment of  the  city.  They  are  under  continual 
pressure  from  January  1  to  December  31.  And, 
as  I  say,  the  work  is  increasing  all  the  time.  Under 
recent  legislation,  for  example,  it  will  be  necessary 
for  every  man  who  desires  to  be  retained  on  the 
voting  list  to  sign  a  card  in  the  department  to 
that  effect  between  June  1,  1940,  and  December 
1,  1943.  Because  of  all  these  duties  more  men 
will  be  needed  in  that  department.  I  have  gone 
along  as  far  as  any  member  on  matters  of 
economy  for  the  city.  I  have  never  given  any 
consideration  to  increases  in  any  department 
where  they  were  not  necessary.  But  I  have  in 
mind  the  position  taken  by  the  Municipal  Re- 
search Bureau,  through  Mr.  Loeffler,  in  favor  of 
cutting  the  present  force,  in  spite  of  all  the  work 
that  the  men  there  have  to  do.  He  simply  read 
that  out  of  a  book  somewhere  and  evidently 
did  not  know  that  the  department  had  the  smallest 
personnel  accredited  to  any  similar  department 
in  the  country.  He  did  not  know  that  the  per- 
sonnel was  less  than  it  was  in  1903,  and  he  did 
not  know  about  the  enormous  additions  that  have 
been  made  to  the  duties  and  the  work  of  the  de- 
partment. But,  entirely  without  such  knowledge, 
and  simply  because  he  happened  to  get  that  idea 
from  some  source,  he  advocated  reducing  the 
personnel  in  that  under-manned  department. 
Of  course,  that  was  characteristic  of  the  criticisms 
that  his  association  make,  and  they  are  always 
demanding  more  efficiency  from  already  under- 
manned departments.  I  trust  that  the  personnel 
may  be  increased  as  suggested  in  this  order.  I 
believe  there  should  be  at  least  forty  men  added 
to  the  assistant  registrars.  I  might  say,  also, 
that  according  to  law  there  should  be  a  similar 
number  of  Republicans  and  Democrats,  and 
they  must  be  taken  from  the  list.  I  know  that 
there  are  more  Republicans  on  the  lists  working 
down  there  than  Democrats.  I  think  it  is  high 
time  that  the  number  should  be  equalized.  It 
is  certainly  time  that  more  men  should  be  placed 
there  to  relieve  the  over-worked  men  now  in  the 
department.  I  believe  forty  is  not  too  many, 
and  I  trust  that  the  Mayor  will  take  steps  to  remedy 
the  present  situation. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


MOTORIZED  SPRINKLER  AND  SWEEPERS. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  reconsider  the  advisability  of  including  in  the 
1941  budget  a  motorized  sprinkler  and  sweepers, 
Ward  3. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  the  reason  why 
I  have  introduced  this  order  is  the  same  reason 
that  has  actuated  me  in  introducing  other  similar 
orders  during  the  past.  year.  At  the  time  of  the 
hearing  this  year  before  the  Budget  Committee 
it  was  stated  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
that  there  was  sufficient  money  in  the  appropria- 
tion to  buy  two  sprinklers,  to  sprinkle  water  on 
the  streets  and  to  lay  the  dust  during  the  summer 
months.  But  evidently  up  to  the  present  time 
nothing  has  come  of  it.  So  I  am  putting  in  this 
order  to  refresh  the  memory  of  the  Commissioner, 
letting  him  know  that  in  our  district  we  really 
do  need  a  sprinkler  in  the  summertime,  and  that 
there  is  needed  in  our  ward  a  sweeper,  as  is  probably 
the  case  in  other  wards  throughout  the  City  of 
Boston,  something  that  will  clean  the  streets, 
because  it  is  noticeable  that  men  with  brooms 
and  shovels  do  not  clean  the  middle  of  the  streets. 
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By  having  the  proper  equipment  we  could  make 
sure  that  our  streets  in  Boston  would  be  much 
cleaner  in  the  year  1941. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


EXTRA   COMPENSATION   TO  W.   P.  A. 
WORKERS. 

Coun.  LANGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  immedi- 
ately communicate  with  the  W.  P.  A.  officials 
relative  to  giving  extra  compensation  to  W.  P.  A. 
workers  who  are  forced  to  work  on  Sundays  and 
holidays. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  LANGAN  the  Council 
voted  at  3.40  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  at 
3.48  p.  m.,  and  were  called  to  order  by  President 
GALVIN. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE  REPORT. 

Coun.  LANGAN,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  appropriating  SI, 757. 87  from 
income  of  George  F.  Parkman  Fund — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed,  yeas  15,  nays  0. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENT. 

By  direction  of  President  GALVIN,  the  Council 
took  up,  under  unfinished  business  No.  2  on  the 
calendar,  viz.: 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  December  16,  1940,  of  William  F.  Heavey 
to  be  a  Weigher  of  Goods;  and  Patrick  Shanahan 
and  Edna  Levine,  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Couns.  Wickes  and  Scannell.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  15;  yeas  14,  nays  1,  and  tho 
appointments  were  confirmed. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  GOTTLIEB,  at 
3.54  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  January  6,  1941, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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